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ISmUwn  in  Vol.  XVIIL  p.  254. 

In  the  Debate  upon  the  KMe  lUnete,  in  I  hie  cpmim  in  fiwour  tf  the  mode  qf, 
Ae  Home  itf  Lords,  on  the  2m  qf  December  \ing  «<  by  Address,''  inttetul  qf  t 
ISIO,  Earl  Grostbnob  i$  eaid  to  hofoe  ffven  \  worde  should  have  been  "  by  Bill/' 


Erratum  at  Page  669  qf  the  preteni  Vokme. 


[Ai  the  Ooeeqfthe  Ddfote,  in  the  House  qf 
Commons,  on  Lord  Mobpbtb's  Motion 
respecting  the  Stau  qf  Ireland,  thefoUaw- 
i^  short  R^qf  the  Nobk  Mover  os^ht 
to  have  ken  inserted:} 

^*  Lord  Morpeth  said,  thai  in  the  then 
exhausted  state  of  the  House  and  at  that 
late  boar,  be  would  not  trespass  on  its  in- 
dulgence, or  endeaTour  to  avail  himself  of 
that  priTileffe  usually  afibrded  to  those 
who  brought  forward  a  nMHton  within 
those  walls.  Indeed,  in  consequence  of 
what  had  Mien  from  his  right  honourable 
friend  (Mr.  Tiemey),  it  would  be  unneces- 
sary to  enter  into  an  explanation  of  his 
own  conduct,  or  to  riodicate  himself  firom 
the  seeming  inconsistency  of  Totiog  for* 
his  own  motion— an  inconsistency  attri* 
buted  to  him  by  the  right  honourable  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  There 
was«  however,  one  point  upon  which  he 


rentured  to  oflfer  a  single  remark.  It  had 
been  represented  by  his  risht  honourable 
friend,  the  Secretary  of  htate  for  the 
Home  Department,  that  the  motion  which 
he  had  the  honour  of  submitting  to  the 
House,  was  brought  fbrsrard  in  order  to 
serve  a  political  purpose-^to^  promote  a 
party  object  What  was  th*e  political 
purpose,  and  the  party  object  to  which 
bis  right  honourable  mend  alluded,  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  conjecture.  But  if  it  were 
a  political  purpose  and  a  party  object  to 
endeavour  to  efieet  the  great  work  of  con- 
ciliation, to  endeavour  to  unite  the  hearts 
and  the  afiections  of  the  people  of  Ireland, 
and  by  eflecting  that  object  to  encrease 
the  resources,  ami  promote  and  consolidate 
the  stability  of  the  Bmpire,  that  political 
purpose  and  that  party  ofayect  he  most 
reaoily  avowed,  and  in  the  censure  at- 
tendant upon  such  conduct  he  most  wiU 
lingly  ana  cheerfully  acquiesced/' 


•♦♦  JU  Communications  for  THE  PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 

will  be  carefully  attended  to :   but  it  is  particularly  requested  that 
they  may  be  forwarded  to  the  Editor  with  the  least  possible  delay* 


LOKDOK,  5,  Panton  Square^ 
Junes,  181S. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tutsdcg^,  Jahmryl,  1812. 

Thi^  Lords  ColtMissioNSRs'  Speech.] 
The  Sixth  Session  of  the  Fourth  Parlia- 
ment of  the  United  Kingdom,  was  opened 
this  day  Ry  commission ;.  the  Commis- 
sioners were,  the  archbishop  of  Canter- 
bory,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  marqais  Wei- 
lesley,  earl  Camden,  and  the  earl  of  West- 
moreland. At  tbi*ee  o'clock  the  Lords 
CommisstoHers  took  their  seats  upon  the 
woolsack ;  and  the  Commons,  pursuant  to 
message,  faavine  attended,  with  their 
Speaker,  at.  the  bar,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
informed  them,  that  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  Regent  had  been  pleased  to 
direct  his  Commission  to  certain  lords, 
therein  named,  to  open  tfte  session ;  whi^h 
Commission  they  should  hear  read.  Ine 
Commission  was  then  read  by  the  clerk  at 
the  table;  after  which,  the  Lorii  Chan- 
cellor read  the  following  Speech  to  both 
Houses: 

«'  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

*'We  are  commanded  by  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  to  express  to 
yon  the  deep  sorrow  which  be  feels  in 
aanonncinK  to  you  the  continuance  of  his 
Majesty's  lamented  indisposition,  and  the 
unhappy  disappointment  of  those  hopes  of 
his  Majesty's  early  recovery,  which  had 
been  cherished  by  the  dutifol  affection  of 
his  family,  and  the  loyal  attachment  of  his 
peM>le. 

(YOL.  XXI,) 


'*  The  Prince  Regent  has  directed  copies 
of  the  last  Reports  of  her  Majesty  the 
Queen's  Council  to  be  laid  before  you^ 
and  he  is  satisfied  that  you  will  adopt 
such  measures  as  the  present  melancholy 
exigency  may  appear  to  require. 

"  In  securing  a  suitable  and  ample  pro- , 
Tision  for  the  support  of  his  Majesty's 
royal  dignity,  and  for  the  attendance  upon 
his  Majesty^s  sacred  person  during  his  ill* 
ness,  the  Prince  llegent  rests  assured,  that 
vou  will  also  bear  in  mind  the  indispensi* 
ble  duty  of  continuing  to  presenre  for  hit 
Majesty  the  facilit)r  of  resuming  the  per* 
sonal  exercise  of  bis  Hoyal  Authority,  ia 
the  happy  event  of  his  recovery,  so  ear* 
nestly  desired  by  the  wishes  and  the 
prayers  of  his  family  and  his  subjects. 

"  The  Prince  Regent  directs-  us  to  sig« 
nify  to  you  the  satisfaction  with  which  hit 
Royal  Highness  has  observed,  that  the 
measures  which  have  been  pursued  for  the 
defence  and  security  of  the  kinsdom  of 
Portugal,  l£ave  proved  completely  efTec* 
tual ;  and  that  on  the  several  occasions  in 
which  the  British  or  Portuguese  troops 
had  been  engaged  with  the  enemy,  the 
reputation  already  acquired  by  the^  has 
been  fully  maintained.  ^ 

"  The  successful  and  brilliant  ent^rprize 
which  terminated  in  the  surprize,  in  Spa- 
nish Estremadura,  of  a  French  corps  by  a 
detachment  of  the  allied  army  under 
lieutenant  general  Hill,  is  highly  credits* 
ble  to  that  distioguishtd  officer^  and  te 

(B) 
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the  troops  under  his  commandy  and  haa 
contributed  materially  to  obatract  the  de- 
•igns  of  the  enemy  in  that  part  of  the 
peninsula. 

''  The  Prince  lUgent  la  aaaored,  while 
y«u  r^act  with  pride  and  e^isfaetion  on 
the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  troops^  and 
of  the  allies,  in  these  rarious  and  important 
services^  you  will  render  justice  to  the 
consummate  judgment  and  skill  displayed 
by  general  lord  viscount  Wellington^  in 
the  direction  of  the  Campaign.  In  Spain 
the  spirit  of  the  People  remains  unsub- 
dued ;  and  the  system,  of  isarCire  so  pec«« 
liarly  adapted  to  the  actual  condition  of 
the  Spanish  nation^  has  been  recently  ex- 
tendcvd  and  improred,  under  the  advaiih 
tages  which  result  from  the  operations  of 
the  Allied  Armies  on  the  frontier,  and 
from  the  countenance  and  assistance  of 
his  Majesty's  navy  on  the  coast.  Al- 
though the  great  exertiolis  of  the  enemy 
bate  in  some  quarters  been  attended  with 
success,  his  Royal  Highness  is  persuaded, 
that  you  will  admire  the  perseverance  and 
gallantry  manifested  'by  the  Spanish  ar- 
mies. Even  in  those  provinces  princi- 
pally occupied  by  the  French  forces^  new 
energy  has  arisen  among  the  people ;  and 
the  increase  of  difikulty  and  danger  has 
produced  more  connected  efibrts  of  general 
resistance. 

'*  The  Prince  Regent,  in  the  name  and 
on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty^  commands 
us  to  express  his  confident  hope  that  ypu 
will  enable  him  to  continue  to  afford  the 
most  eftectuaf  aid  and  assistance  in  sop- 
port  of  the  contest,  which  the  brave  na- 
tions of  the  peninsula  still  maintain  with 
i»ch  zeal  and  resolution. 

"  His  Royal  Highness  commands  us  to 
express  his  congratulations  on  the  success 
of  the  British  Arms  in  the  island  of  Java. 

'*  The  Prince  Regent  trusts  that  you 
will  Concur  with  his  Royal  Highness  in 
approving  the  wisdom  and  ability  with 
which  this  enterprise,  as  weH  as  the  cap- 
ture of  the  islands  of  Bourbon  and  Mauri- 
tius, has  been  conducted  under  the  imme- 
diate direction  of  the  governor- genera  I  of 
India ;  and  that  you  will  applaud  the  de- 
eisioB,  gallantry^  and  spirit  conspicuously 
displayed  in  the  late  operations  of  the 
brave  army  under  the  command  df  that 
distinguished  officer  lieutenant-general  sir 
Samuel  Achmuty,  so  powerfully  and  ably 
supported  by  his  Majesty's  naval  forces. 

'•  By  the  completion  of  this  system  of 
operations,  ^reat  additional  security  will 
iMtve  been  given  to  tha  British  commerce 


and  poasessions  in  the  East  Indies,  and  the 
colonial  power  of  France  will  have  beea 
entirely  extinguished. 

"  His  Royal  Hlshness  thinks  it  expe- 
dient to  recommena  to  your  aitentioa  ikm 
proptiety  of  providing  such  n^aiures  lor 
the  future  governmem  of  the  British  pos- 
sessions in  Indian  as  shall  appear  from  ex- 
perience, and  upon  mature  deliberation^ 
to  be  calculated  to  secure  their  internal 
p«osperity,  and  to  derive  from  those  flou« 
risliing  domiuions  the  utmost  degree  of 
advantage  to  the  commerce  and  revenue 
of  the  Uailad  Kingdom, 

«*  We  are  commanded  by  the  Prince 
Regent  to  acquaint  you,  that  while  his 
Royal  Highness  veerets  thi^  various  im- 
portant, subjects  of  difference  with  the 
government  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica still  remain  unadjusted,  the  difficuUiea 
which  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake  frigate 
had  occasioned  have  been  finally  removed^ 
and  we  are  directed  to  assure  yea*  that  ia 
the  further  progress  of  the  discussions  with 
the  United  States,  the  Prince  Regent  will 
continue  to  employ  such  means  of  conci- 
liation as  may  be  consistent  with  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  his  Majesty's  crown, 
and  with  the  mie  maintenance  of  the  mari- 
time  and  commercial  rights  and  interests 
of  the  British  empire. 

'*  Gentlemen  of  the  House  or  Commons, 

*'  His  Royal  Highness  has  directed  the 
estimates  for  the  service  of  the  current 
year  to  be  laid  before  you.  He  trusts 
that  you  wilL  furnish  him  with  such  sup- 
plies as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  him 
to  continue  the  contest  in  which  his  Ma- 
jesty is  engaged  with  that  spirit  and  exer- 
tion which  will  afford  the  best  prospect  of 
its  successful  termination. 

*'  His  Royal  Highness  commands  us  to 
recommend  that  you  should  resume  the 
consideration  of  me  state  of  the  finances  of 
Ireland,  which  you  had  commenced  in  the 
last  session  of  Parliament.  He  has  the 
satisfaction  to  inform  you,  that  the  im- 
proved receipt  of  the  revenue  of  Irelaad 
in  the  last,  as  compared  with  the  preced- 
ing year,  confirms  the  belief  that  the  de- 
pression which  that  revenue  had  expe- 
rienced is  to  be  attributed  to  accidental 
and  temporary  causes. 

"  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

"  The  Prince  Regent  is  satisfied  tbat 
you  entertain  a  just  sense  of  the  arduous 
duties  which  his  Royal  Highness  has  been 
called  upon  to  fulfil,  in  consequence  of  his 
Majesty's  continued  indisposition. 

«  Under  this  severe  calamity,  hii^Bi^ya) 
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HigiMMtf  deriTet  iIm  gretleil  eoiuotatioa 
from,  bis  reliance  oa  your  ezperieaced 
vmAom^  leyaUy>  and  poblic  spirit  lo 
which  in  every  difficalty  he  will  retort» 
with  a  iroa  ceafidenc^  thtt,  through  your 
aaaistaace  end  8uppert»  he  thmll  ^e  ene* 
bledj  under  the  bleeiiagt  of  Divine  Pre* 
Tideoce*  toccessfully  to  di^harge  the  im- 
portaat  fonctioos  of  the  high  trust  reposed 
in  him,  and  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf 
of  hia  beloved  father  and  revered  save* 
reign^  to  maintain  unimpaired  the  prospe* 
rity  smd  honour  of  the  nation/' 

Hie  Commons  having  withdrawn,  the 
XiOrds  Commissioner^  retired  to  unrobe. 
The  duke  of  Devonshire,  lord  CaUhorpe, 
and  the  bishop  of  Derry  took  the  ^atbs  and 
their'  seats.  Their  lordships  then  adjourned 
during  pleasure.  At  fiTe  o'clock  tbe 
House  resume.  The  Speech  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners,  in  tbe  name  of  the  Prince 
Begent,  was  then  read  by  the  Lord  Chan- 
eelTor  from  the  woolsack,  and  after«rards 
by  the  clerk  at  tbe  table.    Upon  which,. 

The  Earl  of  Skqftulmry  rose  to  move  an 
Address  of  Thanks.  All  their  lordships, 
ke  obaerved,  most  participate  in  the  feel- 
ioga  expressed  in  the  Speech,  relative  to 
the  continaance  of  the  nnfortenate  iodia- 
poaition  ef  his  Miyesty,  and  in  the  desire 
iBtimated  by  bis  Royal  Highness,  that  in 
the  provision  to  bfi  made  tor  the  support 
of  his  Majesty,  every  facility  should  be 
given  to  his  Majesty  for  resuming  tbe 
personal  e:terci8e  of  the  royal  authority, 
if  it  should  please  Providence  to  restore 
him.  After  tbe  number  of  years  which 
his  Mi^esty  had  reigned  of.er  tbe  country, 
and  when  it  was  considered  that,  during 
Jiis  long  reign,  numerous  blessings  had' 
been  conferred  upon  the  people,  that  when 
every  other  state  had  been  involved  in 
misery  and  calamity,  this  country  bad 
alone  eacaped  ;  and  that  our  thus  remain* 
ing  anii^ered  amidst  the  desolation  that 
surrounded  us,  was  chiefly  to  be  attributed 
to  the  numerous  virtues  of  his  Majesty, 
he  was  convinced  there  could  be  but  one 
feeling  amongst  their  lordships  opoo  the 
topics  to  which  their  attention  was  thus 
called  by  bis  roval  highness  the  Prince 
Begent.— Upon  the  subject  of  Spain,  there 
was  much  to  congratulate  the  country  in 
the  unbrelren  spirit  still  displayed  by  the 
'  inhabitan&  of  that  kingdom,  and  in  the 
varioas  successes  obtained  against  tbe 
•enemy.  If  the  House  turned  to  Portugal, 
they  would  fiiid  ample  sources  oCcongra- 
tahinoik    In  the  ceorsa  of  last  session. 


Massena,  with^the  French  army,  bad  been 
driven  out  of  the  country.  Portugal  had 
been  since  completely  defended  from  the. 
enemy;  and  the  campaign  there  had 
provcKl  to  the  world  and  to  the  enemy, 
that  it  was  not  ^lone  upon  the  sea,  but  oa 
that  element  which  he  almost  considered 
as  his  own,  t)iat  British  valour,  led  on  by 
British  generals,  was  e<|ual  to  defeat  him. 
It  was  impossible  to  look  on  the  gallant 
defence  which  the  peninsula  was  making 
without  admiration.  Wherever  the  eye 
turned,  that  resistance  appeared  to  W 
equally  gallant,  unwearied,  and  enterpris- 
ing.—Liking  to  a  more  distant  quarter, 
our  conquests  in  the  Indian  Seas  were 
highly  satisfactory,  and  in  tbe  system  to 
be  adopted  for  the  future  reffulation  of  our 
Indian  Empire,  he  trusted  that  tbe  two 
objects  of  promoting  its  internal  prospe* 
rity  and  drawing  from  it  tbe  means  of  be- 
nefiting the  commerce  and  resources  of 
the  mother  country  would  be  satisfacto- 
rily attained.  .  Our  late  successes  in  tlie 
East,  the  result  of  so  much  valour  in  the 
armies,  and  so  much  wisdom  in  those  who 
planned  tbe  enterprise,  reflected  praise  on 
the  government  alm)ad,  and  also  on  his 
Majesty^s  ministers  at  home.— Respecting 
America,  although  there  still  unfortunately 
existed  subject^ of  difierence  between  this 
country  and  the  United  States,  still  it  was 
highly  satisfactory  to  be  informe<l,  that 
the  affair  of  tbe  Chesapeake  had  been 
happily  terminated,  and  havins  the  as- 
surance of  the  Prince  Regent  that  every 
measure  of  conciliation  towards  that  coun- 
try would  be  adopted  that  was  consistent 
with  the  honour  and  the  interests  of 
this  kingdom,  there  was  every  reason  to 
hope  that  the  whole  of  our  differences 
would  at  length  be  amicably  adjusted. — 
The  concluding  paragraph  of  tbe  Spaeeh 
brought  him  to  the  subject  with  which  he 
began,  and  he  trusted  there  would  be  no 
difference  of  opinion  in  adopting  those 
measures  which  were  necessary  to  the 
support  of  the  Prince  Regent  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the'  functions  of  tbe  government ; 
a  trust  which  he  had  shewn  himself  so 
eminently  qualified  to  fulfil.— The  noble 
earl  concluded  with  moving  an  Address  to 
his  royal  highness  tbe  Prince  Regent, 
which  was,  as  usual,  an  echo  of  the  Speech. 
Lord  Brownhuf  rose  to  second  tbe  Ad- 
dress. After  the  able  manner  in  which  it 
had  been  mOved,  it  could  scarcely  be  ex- 
pected tharhe  couki  add  much  to  tbe  re- 
marks already  made.  He  would,  how- 
ever, trouble  the  House  wiih  a  few  obser- 
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▼aiioDs.  He  fblly  coincided  with  ihe  ex- 
pressions of  sorrow  for  the  King's  illness 
which  the  Address  contained.  It  became 
us  to  bow  to  the  visitations  of  ProTidence ; 
but  when  we  considered  the  long  period 
and  the  happiness  of  his  Majesty's  reign 
over  us,  it  could  not  be  unsuitable  to  hope 
for  his  speedy  restoration  to  the*  prayers 
of  his  people.  Yet  the  House  had  a  right, 
io  this  calamity,  to  feel  great  consolation 
from  the  tried  virtues  of  the  Prince  Regent; 
who,  when  summoned  to  take  the  reins 
of  goyemment  under  such  peculiarly  af- 
flicting circumstances,  had  proved  himself 
so  worthy  of  the  reliance  placed  on  him. 
The  aflairs  of  the  peninsula  were  cheering, 
in  spite  of  some  successes  which  had  been 
obtained  by  the  enemy ;  the  ardour  of  the 
people  was  more  vigorous  and  apparent, 
their  spirit  burned  more  bright,  and  their 
resistance  was  stronger  than  ever.  The 
consummate  ability  displayed  by  lord 
Wellington  in  the  conduct  of  the  cam- 
paign in  Portugal  could  not  be  too  highly 
praised ;  and  the  aflairs  of  the  peninsula 
gave  good  hope^hat  Spain  would  yet 
shake  off  her  invaders,  and  become  a  firm 
and  powerful  ally.  By  the  same  judicious 
•ystem  Portugal  had  been  saved,  and  her 
armies  had  now  risen  into  a  formidable 
barrier  against  the  enemy.  It  might  not 
be  too  much  to  hope,  that  the  example 
•et  by  the  brave  people  of  the  peninsula 
would  produce  its  efifect  on  more  distant 
nations.  Our  conquests  in  the  Indian  seas 
formed  another  subject  of  just  congratula- 
tion, in  which  an  army  of  the  enemy  had 
been  destroyed  or  captured  in  the  most 
gallant  style.  Respecting  America,  the 
adjustment  of  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake 
was  highly  satisfactory,  and  after  tne  as- 
turance  of  the  Prince  Regent,  he  was  con- 
vinced there  would  not  be  wanting  on  our 
part  any  means  of  conciliation  consistent 
with  the  honour  and  the  interests  of  the 
country.  He  hoped  at  the  same  time  that 
we  should  (irmly  oppose  any  French  views 
that  might  be  entertained  in  the  United 
States,  and  which  could  only  lead,  if  not 
firmly  opposed, -to  ruin  and  to  misery. 
He  trusted  that,  in  the  support  of  the 
Prince  Regent,  alluded  to  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  Speech,  there  would  be  an 
unanimous  concurrence  in  those  measures 
which  were  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

Lord  QrawilUi  considering  the  critical 
circumstances  of  the  times,  and  the  pre- 
sent alarming  state  of  the  country,  would 
have  been  happy  if  the  Address  proposed 
to  the  House  had  been  so  worded  at  to 


procure  unanimity,  on  the  present  day,  «t 
least ;  yet,  he  did  not  feel  surprised  thai 
such  had  not  been  the  case,  when  he  rc" 
flected,  that  the  framers  of  the  Speech 
were  the  very  men  who,  by  their  obsti- 
nate blindness,  had  brought  the  country 
to  the  brink  of  ruin,  and  who,  in  the 
midst  of  the  distresses  they  themselves 
had  occasioned,  still  held  the  same  flat- 
tering and  fallacious  language.  On  some 
points  of  the  Address,  indeed,  there  coold 
be  no  difiRsrence  of  opinion.  £f  erv  heart, 
for  instance,  must  sympathise  in  tlie  feel- 
ings expressed  by  his  Royal  Highness,  at 
the  awful  visitation  wbich  still  pressed  ob 
our  beloved  sovereign;  and  the  disap- 
pointment of  those  hopes  of  recovery 
which  had  been  held  out,  was  equally 
felt  by  every  one  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects. The  noble  lord  was  sure  also  that 
every  member  of  the  House  would  concur 
in  that  part  of  the  Address,  which  assured 
his  Royal  Higliness  of  the  most  cordial 
support  of  the  House  in  the  discharge  of 
the  arduous  duties  be  had  taken  upon  him- 
•elf.  To  the  praises  bestowed  on  our 
brave  army  and  able  commanders,  no  one 
could  have  any  objection;  and  in  that, 
case,  he  himself  was  willing  to  contribute 
his  weak  tribute  of  thanks^  But  the  ques- 
tion wore  a  difierent  aspect,  when  noble 
lords  were  to  consider  the  advantages  the 
country  had  received,  or  was  likely  to  re- 
ceive, from  those  meritorious  exertions^ 
In  doing  this,  they  would  have  many 
political  and  ^ancial  considerations  to 
attend  to.  But  the  subject  not  being 
under  discussion,  he  would  not  dwell 
longer  opon  it,  but  proceed  to  make  a 
few  observations  on  the  other  parts  of  the 
Address.  It  had  been  customary  to  coo* 
sider  the  opening  of  the  session  as  a  day, 
on  which  a  general  outline  of  the  state  of 
the  nation  Was  submitted  to  the  House, 
together  with  a  concise  view-  of  those 
points  which  were  likely  to  en^^e  most 
of  their  attention  during  the  session.  This 
custom  the  noble  lord  considered  as  being 
perfectly  parliamentary^  for  such  outline, 
when  confined  within  due  bounds,  gave 
their  lordships  a  clear  and  distinct  view  of 
the  grounds  on  which  they  were  to  act,  of 
the  necessities  they  bad  to  provide  foi^ 
and  of  the  pledge  whioh^  was  required 
from  them.  But  were  the  noble  lord,  in 
the  present  instance,  to  undertake  pointing 
to  the  House  the  various  branches  of  ardo- 
ous  duty  which  were  likely  to  fall  to  their 
lot,  he  was  sure  he  should  sink  imder  the 
task*    The  House  was  no  longer  called 
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upon  to  provide  for  the  prosperity,  bul^for 
tke  Tery  svhtj,  nmy,  existence  of  the 
coantry.  The  Tmrioas  subjects  which 
called  urgently  for  their  inost  serious  at- 
tention, were  so  numerous,  so  important, 
and  so  weighty,  that  the  lat>our  would 
prore  Herculean,  and  not  to  be  disposed 
of  in  a  single  night^s  debate.  The  inea* 
sores  absolutely  necessary  in  such  a  state 
of  ihinffs,  had  been  frequently  alluded  to 
in  that  House,  and  were  familiar  to  most 
of  the  noble  lords.  His  lordship  would 
not  then  ad^rt  to  them,  but  repeat  his 
obaervation,  that  no  outline  of  intended 
measures,  no  Tjew  of  future  proceedings, 
bad  been  submitted  to  their  lordships,  and 
yet  they  were  called  upon  to  pledge  them* 
seWes  for  the  continuance  of  a  systeo) 
which  had  brought  the  country  to  the 
present  alarming  situation.  He  would 
give  no  such  a  pledge.  He  would  not  in- 
deed move  an  amendment  to  the  Address; 
bat  he  would  protest  most  solemnly  against 
giving  such  a  pledge.  He  would  protest 
aeainst  a  continuance  of  those  measures 
wbicb  had  brought  such  calamities  on  the 
country ;  calamities  so  real  and  so^  mo- 
mentous, that  they  must  soon  press  them- 
selves with  irresistible  force  on  their  lord- 
fbips'  attention,  whether  or  not  they  were 
wining  to  give  them  the  consideration 
they  deserved.  People  might  ehuse  to 
dose  their  eyes,  but  the  force  of  truth 
mms%  dispel  the  wilful  blindness;  they 
might  chuse  to  shut  their  ears,  but  the 
voice  of  a  sufieriog  nation  must  sooner  or 
laler  be  heard.  The  noble  lord  said  he 
still  retained  his  objections  to  every  pan 
of  the  system  he  had  se-often  condemned ; 
be  still  deprecated  that  wanton'  waste  of 
moaey,  and  of  all  the  public  resources, 
when  it  was- more  necessary  than  ever  to 
hosband  them  with  the  most  provident 
care.  He  still  objected  to  those  commer- 
cial measures,  which  were  pompously  an- 
nonnced  as  the  most  formidable  weapon 
against  the  enemy,  and  which  had  recoiled 
OB  our  commerce  and  manufactures.  He 
still  retained  his  objections  to  a  system  of 
finance^  which  had  forced  a  debased  coiii 
OD  the  people,  and  had  spread  bankruptcy 
aad  ruifi  throughout  the  land.  But,  above 
aU,  he  protested  tenfold  agaiiist  the  system 
obatinalely  pursued  in  Ireland,  where  the 
strong  arm  of  power  had  attempted  to 
atifle  the  dutiful  complaints  of  the  people. 
And  hare  the  noble  lord  begged  of  their 
kffdahips  to  conlider  the  portentous  way 
im  which  the  state  of  Ireland  had  been 
aUodefl  to  in  th^  Speech,     tteir  lord- 


ships' attention  was  not  directed  to  the 
oppressions  under  which  the  Irish  laboured, 
nor  to  the  grievances  from  which  they 
sought  relief:  no,  they  were  solely  to 
look  to  the  revenue  drawn  from  a  people 
so  situated.  His  lordship  could  not  help 
admiring  the  statesman,  who  had  penned 
that  part  of  the  Speech,  and  who,  while 
he  was  holding  up  that  paltry  considera- 
tion to  the  attention  of  the  House,  seemed 
to  have  forgotten,  that  the  only  way  to 
make  fevenue  permanently  productive, 
was  to  make  the  people  happy,  and  to 
lend  a  willing  ear  to  their  just  complaints.^ 
Things  had,  however,  come  to  such  a 
crisis  in  Ireland,  that  their  lordships  must 
have  to  decide  on  the  grand  question, 
during  the  present  session.  They  could 
no  longer  hear  of  procrastination,  of  irre- 
solution, or  of  further  considerations. 
They  must  inevitably  decide,  during  the 
present  session,  whether  Ireland  was  to 
be  treated  as  a  sister  kingdom  ;  whether 
the  Irish  were  to  be  considered  as  British 
subjects;  and  whether  such  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  population  of  these  realms 
were  to  be  admitted  within  the  pale  of  the 
constitution.  The  consequence  of  a  refu- 
sal, his  lordship  would  not  anticipate,  nor 
should  he,  perhaps,  have  dwelt  on  that 
topic,  in  the  present  instance,  were  it  not, 
that,  in  a  very^ew  days,  and,  probably, 
in  the  course  Hf  the  week,  the  subject 
would  be  brought  distinctly  and  separately 
before  their  lordships.  He  was  glad  of 
the  opportunity  of  giving  that  notice  to 
noble  lords,  and  hoped  it  would  prove  a 
sudictent  apology  for  having  introduced 
the  subject  that  day. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  wished  as  much 
for  unanimity  on  the  present  occasion,  as 
the  noble  baron  v/bo  had  just  sat  down ; 
but  to  that  wish  he  could  not  sacrifice  a 
public  principle.  The  noble  baron  had 
justly  said,  that  on  the  day  of  the  opening 
of  the  session,  a  general  outline  of  the 
state  of  the  nation  was  usually  laid  before 
the  House,  but  it  had  never  been  deemed 
necessary  to  introduce  into  that  outline, 
all  the  topics  which  might  af^rwards  de- 
maud  their  lordships'  attention.  The  de- 
tails, for  instance,  on  foreign  connections, 
were  invariably  reserved  for  future  oppor* 
tunities ;  and  he  could  not  think  of  alter- 
ing that  establttbed  and  approved  line  of 
conduct  for  the  sake  of  unanimity.  The 
present,  his  lordship  was  convinced,  was 
not  a  fit  day  to  dwell  on  such  or  any  other 
detaUs ;  but  the  noble  baron  bad  entered 
a  general  protest  against  the  whole  of  the 
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ty«tem  puriued  by  the  priBsent  mintttert« 
and  on  that  ground,  he  was  ready  to  meet 
bim  the  more  willingly*  as  that  system 
and  those  measures  so  condemned^  bad 
stood  the  test  of  experience.  Many  op« 
portunities  would  undoubtedly  occur  of 
canrassing  tho  merits  of  their  different 
opinions;  but,  as  the  noble  baron  bad 
been  beard  in  support  of  bis,  it  would  not 
be,  perhaps,  too  much  to  presume,  that 
the  same  indulgence  might  be  allowed  to 
bim.    He  was  firmly  convinced  that  the 

SBtem  the  noble  baron  had  so  much  con- 
mned,  was  the  only  one  that  had  saved, 
or  could  have  saved  this  country  :  to  the 
continuance  of  that  system  only,  Europe 
could  look  for  deliverance,  and  England 
for  permanent  safety  ;  in  short,  by  the 
merits  of  that  system  bis  lordship  and  his 
colleagues  were  determined  to  stand  or 
fcU.  As  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  the 
noble  lord  said  he  had  given  to  that  sub- 
ject all  the  attention  it  deserved,  with  due 
consideration,  as  to  the  justice  and  espe- 
diency  of  the  case,  and  he  still  persisted 
in  his  former  opinion.  The  noble  baron 
had,  however,  given  notice  that  the  matter 
woqld  shortly  be4>rought  before  the  House, 
a  notice  rather  unusual,  when  the  Speech 
contained  no  allusion  to  the  subject.  He 
could  not,  however,  let  the  noble  baron's 
l^marks  pats  without  aayjng,  that  he  was 
fully  prepared,  whenevePthe  day  should 
come>  to  defend  his  conduct,  and  that  of 
bis  colleagues,  as  well  as  the  conduct  of 
a  noble  doke  in  Ireland,  aind  that  of  his 
colleagues  aUo.  But  be  would  repeat, 
that  be  should  reserve  his  arguments  for  a 
day,  when  the  subject  should  come  before 
Ilia  House,  unmixed  with  any  other  ex- 
traneous matter.  As  to  the  Address  itself, 
bis  lordship  conceived,  that  it  contained 
nothing  which  could  prevent  any  member 
of  the  House  to  concur  in  assuring  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  that 
they  were  ready  to  lend  him  all  the  as- 
sistance in  their  power,  in  the  discharge 
of  the  arduous  duties  which  had  devolved 
ppon  him. 

Earl  Gfxy  said,  that  he  fully  concurred 
in  the  propriety  of  avoiding  any  lengthen- 
ed discussion  upon  the  various  important 
topics  which  were  suggested  by  bearing 
the  Speech  which  had  been  read  from  the 
woolsack.    He  entirely  approved  of  the 

Klicy  pursued  by  his  noble  friend  in  con- 
ing bimtfelf,  on  the  present  occasion, 
to  tli^  delivering  of  his  protest  against  any 
axprtssion  of  bis  opinions  being  under- 
stood upon  points  in  which  it  was  impos- 


sible for  bim  to  otfacur :  thinking  also^ 
that  most  of  tbe  topics  were  of  sudi  im- 
portance, as  to  require  a  separate  and 
particular  discdssion.  Concurring  gene- 
rally in  the  address  which  was  propoeed, 
be  could  not  refrain  from  joining  his  noble 
friend  :  he  should  fsel  unhappy  if  be  de- 
parted from  that  House  witboat  declaring, 
that  be  retained  all  the  opinions  be  bad 
before  held,  on  subjects  of  great  magni- 
tude y  opinions  confirmed  by  experience 
and  the  evidence  of  facts,— opinions  which 
be  shoukl  be  ready  to  maintain  and  da* 
fend,  on  future  opportunities  of  discussing 
them.  Whether  the  noble  secretary  of 
stato  chose  to  allude  to  the  state  of  a&irs 
with  America,  on  which  he  had  shewn 
much  caution,  and  even  silence>  and  ven- 
tured to  call  our  transactions  in  that  quar- 
ter, a  verification  of  the  assertion  that  tbe 
system  of  tbe  government  bad  contributed 
to  the  security,  prosperi^,  and  honour  of 
the  country ;  or  whether  he  intended  to 
refer  to  tbe  system  of  our  measiires  in  the 
peninsula,  he  pledged  himself  that  be 
should  be  ready  to  meet  bim,  and  to  con* 
tend,  that  whatever  might  be  said  to  have 
been  done,  bad  not  been  done  to  the  pro* 
motion  of  tbe  safety  and  honour  of  tbe. 
country;  and  ^ that  the  general  system 
adopted  had  been,  in  fact,  tbe  source  of 
almost  all  our  present  and  impending  ca-^ 
bimities.  On  the  important  concerns  of 
Uie. state  of  Ireland,  he  must  deeply  re- 
gret, that,  from  the  manner  of  mentioning 
it  by  the  noble  lord,  be  coold  derive  ne 
hope  that  ministers  had  seen  the  impolicy 
of  their  conduct ;  or  that  they  would 
adopt — he  would  not  say,  merely  wise  and 
liberal  measures,  ^ut  some  measures 
more  consistent  with  justice,  and  with  tbe 
common  rights  of  mankind.  No  hope 
coold  he  derive  of  any  useful  roeasore  oft 
that  subject,  so  essential  to  tbe  safety  of 
the  country ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  minis- 
ters seemed  determined  to  persevere  in 
what  they  considered  to  be  the  wisdom 
and  expediency  of  adhering  to  their  sys- 
tem for  the  future.  He  thought  the  House 
bound  immediately  to  Uke  into  their  coil* 
sideration  tbe  treatment  of  the  people  of 
Ireland,  not  only  with  a  view  to  what  had 
already  passed,  but  with  a  prospective 
view,  for  the  adoption  of  such  timely  and 
just  measures  as  might  avert  tbe  ruin  of 
the  country.  Government,  however,  he 
moet  repeat,  appeared,  for  any  thing  he 
had  beard  to  tbe  eontraty^  to  be  resolvsd 
on  pursuing  a  system  which  would  risk 
the  destraction  of  the  public  safety.    Hs 
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w»  htfpy  to  learn  that  a  proposition  on 
thb  MOject  would  speedily  be  brought  be- 
fore their  lordships,  which  would  bring  all 
its  important  relations  under  reriew.  With 
these  observations  he  could  be  content 
to  reserre  himself  for  future  opportunities, 
but  (or  one  singular  assertion  of  the  noble 
]ord>  that  he  trusted  that  the  House,  and 
the  public,  would  concur  in  supporting 
the  government  of  the  Prince  Regent,  in 
parsuance  of  the  sentiments  contained  in 
the  address.  Was  it  to  be  conceived,  that 
io  opposing  measures  of  administration 
which  he  thought  were  fraught  with  d&n* 
ger  and  ruin,  he  was  withholding  that 
support  which  was  nejcessary  to  the  Prince 
Recent  in  his  conduct  of  the  government 
of  this  kingdom?  No!  Be  the  ministers 
whom  they  might,  he  would  give  them  hit 
support  in  what  was  just  and  necessary  for 
the  conduct  of  the  government;  but,  if 
impolitic,  unjust,  and  ruinous  measures 
were  proposed  or  acted  upon,  his  duty  to 
that  House,  to  the  public,  and  to  the 
Prince  Regent  htmsoM;  would  certainly 
induce  him  to  raise  bis  voice  as  loudly 
u  be  could  against  them.^  He  said  this 
more  especially,  because  it  was  not  possible 
for  him,  though  he  did  not  oppose  the  pre- 
sent address,  to  recede  from  the  opinions 
which  be  had  previously  delivered  on 
niany  subjects  of  the  greatest  and  most  ea* 
sential  interest  to  the  nation. 

The  Earl  of  Daml^  adverted  to  the 
state  of  Ireland,  and  the  question  relative 
to  the  Cathalics.  There  was  now  an  op- 
poHuoity  to  do  what  would  be  beneficial 
vitiiagood.grace«  He  thought  that  the  late 
exMopiary  conduct  of  the  Catholics- of  Ire- 
Und^.undeB  civcamstances  of  great  irrita- 
tioD,  ought  to  niake  its  due  impreasioa  on 
4tk  lordships'  minda.  He  recommended 
tltem  to  beware,  lest  they  might  lose  the 
oaly  opportunity  that  might  be  afforded 
tbeiQ, 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  adverted  to  what 
bad  been  aaid  respecting  the  avoidance  of 
topics  not  mentioned  in  the  speech.  He 
liad  been  in  parliament  thirty  years,  and 
he  knew  that  it  was  a  parliamentary  prac- 
tice  to  submit  amendments,  not  merely  on 
points  of  the  speech,  but  on  such  as  were 
omitted  in  it.  It  might  be  very  proper 
*nd  parliamentary  to  move  ,  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Address,  slating  that  the  House 
would  take  immediately  into  its  considera- 
tion the  state  of  Ireland,  in  order  to  bring 
forward  such  measures  as  might  be  ne- 
cessary and  useful  for  that  country,  and 
^  kingdom  •  at  lar^e.    He  did  not  mean, 


that  certain  recent  transactlom  in  Irelan<f 
should  be  the  subject  of  such  an  enquiry, 
considering'^them  not  as  of  the  immediate 
essence  of  the  question,  bat  rather  as  mea* 
sures  of  police  and  regulation,  which  it 
was  not  necessary  for  government  to  bring 
forward,  nor  for  parliament  at  present  to 
take,  up;  particularly  as  such  matten 
were  in  the  course  of  coming  into  the 
courts  of  law,  to  be  decided  there  by 
judges  and  juries.  His  grace  did  not  meai| 
to  animadvert  upon  what  was  a  pendmg 
question  of  law.  Bat  the  noble  secretary 
of  state  had  gone  a  little  farther,  m 
had,  if  he  understood  him  rightly^  in* 
ttmated,  that  he  would  raise  his  Toice 
from  one  end  of  the  land  to  the  ether«  in 
support  of  the  sentiments  in  the  Addresi 
to  the  Prince  Regent,  pledging  them  to 
support  his  government.  As  he  had  de^ 
fended  the  whole  system  of  themhii8try,hia 
grace  vrished  to  know  what  this  sort  of 
can  meant.  Was  it  a  call  similar  to  that 
which  was  excited  in  the  country  some 
time  ago,  when  the  present  ministry  came 
into  power  ^  They  might  call  '  vasty 
spirits  from  the  deep,'  but  he  hoped  they 
wonM  not  come'  up :  if  they  dfid  come, 
the  call  would  only  end  in  destruction. 

The  Earl  of  Lmerpool  said,  that  he  hadf 
not  objected  to  the  propriety  of  moving  «a 
amendment  6n  points  omitted.  The  noble 
duke  had  misunderstood  him.  When  he 
bad  spoken  of  the  people  thronghoot  the 
country,  he  had  reference  to  the  general 
support  by  the  people,  of  the  government 
of  the  Prince  Regent,  and  the  safety  and 
honour  of  the  country. 

Lord  Grenville  said,  that  the  explana- 
tion of  the  noble  lord  called  upon  him  to 
say  a  few  words  more,  and  to  ask  whether 
the  noble  lord  thought  it  was  necessary  ibr 
him  to  call  on  the  people  throughout  Ae 
country  to  support  the  government  of  the 
Prince  Regent.  He  would  assert,  that  it 
was  not.  For  himself,  he  had  expressed 
his  concurrence  in  the*' desire  of  parlia- 
ment to  support  the  Prince  Regent  in  the 
discharge  of  the  awful  duties  of  the  high 
station  which  had  been  cast  upon  him : 
but  an  insinuation  seemed  to  have  been 
conveyed,  which  the  circumstances  nei« 
ther  merited  ner  excused. 

The  £arl  of  Liverpool  intended  no  insi- 
nuation. Had  he  supposed  that  there  were 
persons  who  were  not  disposed  to  support 
the  government  of  the  Prince  Regent,  in 
what  he  believed  to  be  for  the  safety  and 
honour  of  the  country,  he  should  not  have 
spoken  in  the  way  of  insinuation.      In 
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what  he  taid,  which  was  alluded  to  by  the 
noble  baron,  he  was  referring  to  the  fo- 
reign p«riicy  of  this  country.  It  was  in 
that  view  of  the  subject  he  stated,  that  he 
belief  ed  ministers  had  the  support  of  the 
great  majority  of 'the  country  from  one 
end  to  the  other. 

The  Address  was  then  agreed  to,  nem. 
dU. 

Stain  and  hsr  Colonies.]  Lordlfo^ 
land  wished  to  ask  the  noble  marquis  oppo* 
site^  whether  any  progress  had  been  made 
in  the  mediation  ofiered  between  the  go- 
vernment of  Spain  and  her  colonies  in 
South  America ;  and  whether  it  was  the 
intention  of  ministers  to  give  any  informa«> 
tion  on  such  progress?  He  concurred 
with  the  noble  lord's  views  on  that  sub- 
•  ject,  as  they  appeared  to  him.  He  only 
wished,  as  an  individual,  to  be  assured  that 
the  real  views  were  what  he  conceived 
them  to  be.  A  year  and  a  half  had 
elapsed  since  the  Caraccas  rose  in  febel- 
lion,  and  three  months  since  the  media- 
tion was  agreed  upon.  If  his  view  of  the 
pro&red  mediation  was  correct,  for  the 
sake  of  humanity,  it  became  necessary  to 
enforce  it  directly,  and  yet  a  year  and  a 
half  had  elapsed  without  any  progress  being 
made,  or  the  policy  of  ministers  being 
known. 

Marquis  WeliesUy  said  it  was  a  case  re- 
quiring great  care,  attention,  and  circum- 
spection. It  was  necessary  to  avoid  in- 
fifaming  animosities,  fomenting  jealousies, 
and  exciting  passions,  that  mixed  in  this 
business.  The  difficulties,  therefore, 
which  stood  in  the  way,  required  a  cau- 
tious procedure.  Through  the  whole  of 
the  business,  all  the  ministers  were  of 
opinion  it  was  better  to  preserve  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Spimish  colonies,  as  a  sup- 
port against  the  common  enemy,  than  seek 
any  temporary  advantage  that  might  be 
derived  from  their  present  state  in  relation 
to  the  mother  country.  He  bad  every 
hope,  that  ultimately  his  wishes  would 
be  crowned  with  success,  but  whatever 
might  be  the  result,  he  was  confident  that 
notning^  would  be  done  to  excite  jealousy 
or  suspicion.  At  present,  he  hoped  the 
noble  lord  would  not  seek  further  infor- 
mation. 

Lord  Holland  said  this  amounted  to  no 
information  at  all.  Care  had  been  taken 
to  name  a  commission  ;  but  three  months 
had  elapsed,  and  care  had  been  taken  not 
to  send  it  away.  He  wished  to  know  what 
jirogress  had  been  made  in  the  mediation  } 


It  was  a  curious  mediation  to  let  two 
friends  fight  first,  and  after  they  had  given 
each  other  black  eyes  and  bloody  noses, 
then  to  interfere. 

Marquis  Wellaky  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  no  steps  had  been  taken.  The  troth 
was,  there  had  been  an  early  interference, 
but  it  had  not  led  to  the  removal  of  the 
difficulties  which  prevented  the  mediation 
from  being  proceeded  in^  It  was  neces* 
sary  to  ascertain  previously,  that  both 
parties  would  agree  to  the  mediation,  and 
be  likely  to  acquiesce  in  what  it  might  be 
in  contemplation  to  recommend.  Socb 
progress  had  therefore  been  made,  as  the 
nature  of  the  case  would  admit  y  and  had 
he  proceeded  with  more  promptitude  and 
expedition,  it  m'ight  have  infiamed  paa- 
sions  and  raised  difficulties,  that  might  de« 
feat  the  object  in  view. 

Lord  Holland  professed  himself  not 
satisfied  with  this  answer,  and  accordingly 
gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  for 
papers  on  the  subject. 

BOUSE   OF    COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  7. 
ANswBas  OF  Lord  Wellington  kkv 
General  Blake  to  the  Vote  of  Thanks.] 
The  Speaker  acquainted  the  House  that  he 
had  received  from  general  lord  viscount 
Wellington  the  following  letters,  in' retaro 
to  the  Thanks  of  this  House  of  the  7th  day 
of  June  last. 

*'  Portalegre,  July  25th,  1 8 1  r. 

*'  Sir ;  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  the 
copy  and  translation  of  a  letter  which  I 
have  received  from  General  Blake,  in  an- 
swer to  one  which,  i  wrote  to  him,  to 
transmit  the  Resolutions  of  the  Houses  of 
Lords  and  Commons  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  of  the  7th  of  June,  on  the  subject 
of  the  battle  of  Albuera.  I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  be.  Sir,  &c.         Wellington.'* 

"  The  right  hon.  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  Stc.  &c« 

''  Sir;  the  unanimous  Resolutions  of  thb 
two  Houses  of  Parliament  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  of  the  7th  June,  which  your 
excellency  enclosed  with  your  letter  of 
the  28th  June,  expressing  the  senlin^ents 
of  the  two  Houses  on  the  conduct  of  the 
Spanish  troops  under  my  command  in  the 
battle  of  Albuera  on  the  ]6th  of  May, 
must  be  considered  highly  gratifying  to 
the  mind  of  every  military  man  ;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  thi&t  they  are  calculated  to 
convince  the  common  enemy  of  the  esti- 
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Md  «i4;ft  Hth^fi  ali^  ^f  tb«  MH^t  tiAidtl 
%high  fli^Tatls  ilttottt  lh«ili :  tbe  bi^ 
iMiMr  which  theM  lliMribM  tsteolblieft 

Will  b6  reeei^ed  by  Ih^m  with  Mibtimi^Ats 
iof  glTRlitdde  And  Kntbuliilliil  ^ropdrtbdisd 
l^lhfe  bBrofedi  Which  iiU  dift^Uyed  oh  that 
itiy  fn  the  c8o»e  i  tol^ly  that  th«y  n^ight 
iktit^it  th«  tppr^bitioh  idf  its  #«11  wbhefs. 

**  Yout  BxcelUnty  ift  aware  of  the  estl- 
tMtm  m  #hich  hfgh^niittdHi  ^Idi^ra  hold 
it^h  he^afiibWtestitti&h»68of  dpprbbfttibti, 
and  thiirtefbfe  I  will  cohfitie  ftiyn^lf  to  f-e. 
I|9^  ybdf  «tbel)toty  Will  express  oiil: 
l^ktittHi^  to  the  two  HoeftM  of  Parltlkdt^ftl, 
atid  Will  t^e  that  oteifeiOti  to  Irepeat  the 
#Abefe  eMeirtttined  by  us,  iti  OoftoihotI  With 
th«  Sptttlith  nati6ii>  m  thv  pefmanetiee  Of 
tt  tHiiba  Which  hto  already  pfbd^Kred 
n«h  glotiOoB  eftcti^  ahil  of  whii^h  the  con* 
itet)t]M<i^  Will  be  A  period  of  hflppioete 
iild  fftot-y  fbf  Matty  ege^. 

*•  1  bcjf  thai  ytwr  ekt:elleitey  Will  allow 
tte  to  Add,  thM  it  hHi  eA^reased  out  Mtil- 
faetSoi^^  tb  %4Ve  ^ceired  the  resbletiotift  of 
the  two  HdHAeii  tbroogh  the  ch^hiiel  of  a 
^p^mih  #fre  il  already  diaiihciii^hHl  ib 
tokihmy  bfitorv,  Hbd  lonost  p^tieufet ly  m 

the  ahiiAla  ^f'theWbr  in  the  p^kiMtlt. 
May  God  t>tiesM^e  ybur  eiiHcelleitey,  &c. 
"•  Signed,  ibAeiniiiBLARlk 

"  Ay amante,  dlh  July,  1811. 
*"  H^  excelkhcy  capt.  ^n.  ^iscouttl 
*  Wellington.    A  true  tNth8Mtfeii> 

THb  LMM'  Cdtttt»MtbMkiA  Sriteih] 
tlkefl^)eafcet  itiibhtoed  Ifae  Hotfte,  thtftlhe 
RoMe  had  beeh  in  th^  H^Me  of  Lords,  atid 
M  heetd  a  Speedi  fe^  by  the  LoH 
^OlrtMeellvi*,  otHs  of  the  Lms  ComM- 
tiMert,  VI)  both  Hdose9  lof  Pwllatttetit,  of 
l^kh  he  had,  FoV  gHniter  c^il¥fenieiH^, 

Eltfted  k  «opy,  ikftd  whf«h>  with  the 
6  «f  tfie  Hodse,  h^  shetifd  then  HAd  to 
thetA.  Tfft  8p«eef^  Wto  hcterdlhgly  i«hd| 
Phr  ¥rtM^  aee  p.  1.] 

^  F.  Jml»/<  hfttbedie^y  roSe  and  bb* 
WhM  thAl  he  felt  it  hfe  duty  tb  take  the 
ismak  poMble  bfipbrttit^ity  of  eddresaiiig 
Ihlf  Hoese  aftd  hfl  ftoyal  mgbnees  the 
fthH*e  R^get^t,  on  e  sul^ect  which  seetti«d 
^  hitt  ttr  be  tyf  the  ettttosft  fttpertance  to 
TO*  tiei^try. 

Lotd  Jbb.^  mut  H  the  9«mb  tittle  H^h 
Vh*  heti.  b^oi^itt,  \M  s\t  FfkM^  hatifig 
ftHit  tfBLflfflii  the  eye  of  the  Sp^eker, 

•n»  SJjtel^deeided  that  the  heh.  bWt. 
Wht  ift  pe«r«4<0n  of  the  Heuse. 

(VOL.  XXI.) 


Mr  J^tAieif  BkfiliM  said  he  tdQl#  noi 
fdretfO  the  opportURiiy  now  t^Rnrded  hin 
of  onbrirtg  himself  ihus  early  to  tte  atten« 
tioQ  of  the  House,  and  of  proposing,  for 
their  adoption,  such'  an  Addrese^bs,  in  the 
situation  in  which  the  country  was  placed^ 
s«;enied  to  hint  to  be  imperloUBly  and  pe* 
(ittliarly  called  for.  Is  addressing  hie 
re3rel  highness  the  Printe  Regent  in  the 
language  of  truths  end  telling  him  what 
Were  the  feelings  ef  the  people  of  thes* 
kingdoms  at  the  present  moraent>  he  wa§ 
Gons^ieul  of  dfocharging  'a  duty  of  the 
most  itapbrtant  kind,  both  to  the  PHnee 
and  the  people.  Frool  whtit  he  knew  ef 
the  fbelitifii  and  deeleratlobt  of  the  Prfaice 
Regeht,  he  was  persuaded  that  he  was  Hot 
one  of  those  pHoeei  who  wished  te  heer 
tmthing  bet  what  Waa  sweet>  pleaeii^*  mi 
iftreeable.  The  coodect  and  dedaratiOAli 
ef  hiB  royel  hi|hnesi  were  ef  a  tery  di^ 
fVrent  kind,  and  he  felt  thet  he  shoeid  not 
do  hit  doty  tb  hit  constituents,  to  the  ceen^ 
try,  or  to  the  Prince  Regent  himftelf,  if  ho 
let  go  the  present  opportunity  of  address 
ing  hit  royal  highnest,  and  expressing  t^ 
hiA  what  were  the  real  feelings  of  the 
eeo^try  at  the  present  moment,  and  whtft 
were  tho  grierancet  of  Which  We  had  to 
cotnptain.  The  exertions  of  the  SpAiieh 
p^le  against  oor  eomnibyi  eneiny' we^» 
no  doubt,  to  b6  regarded  by  eiral  of  coil« 
M^OeOee,  eer  were  their  k>itei  to  be  el- 
tribtited  te  any  failore  oki  oer  part ;  and  h 
Meat  eflRird  u*  pieature  and  gratificetio^ 
te  ktiow  that  We  had  e  bnate  ermy,  wh6 
did  not  di^^te  the  spirit  of  their  forb^ 
fathers.  But,  in  the  course  of  the  eomplr- 
cnenM  m  hfrgely  and  justly  beslowed  oti 
eor  kf my.  We  Meter  onee  heard  teentioh  Of 
that  Wond,  »«  the  ^ring  of  oor  escertiont,  . 
the  %cf  d  *  fireedotn,*  to  the  lete  of  which, 
in  old  tftti^,  we  Were  so  touch  octustonretl 
tb  etlrfbute  the  btatery  and  eoerage  of 
oev  hrhiies.  It  eoold  not  be  ebMrtidicted, 
that  far  the  kit  Id  years,  etery  succeed- 
ing year  in  which  the  members  of  thet 
Houfte  met  each  other  in  their  places,  Wfts 
More  caknhitoflA  then  that  Which  had  pre* 
teded  it;  He  Wat  efraid  he  might  eten 
go  fanhet  back,  and  declare  that  this  hsKl 
been  the  case  from  the  tery  beginning  of 
the  pfietettl  reigm^hat  our  calamities  had 
been  begmi  from  tbe  commenceetent  of 
the  American  war,  and  hafi  been  going  ea 
in  a  Iprogressive  increase  fbf  nearly  half  « 
cetottfTy.  And  ff,  for  the  laH  fifty  yearti, 
tbe  sttdatTon  of  this  country  had  ahraya 
bcet^  Rowing  wonie  and  Worse-^WtUr  it  tiot 
Wbw  time  tb  lefletl?  Mual  we  nt^i  h$ 

(C) 
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length,  be  convinced  that  there  was  some- 
thing in  onr  system  radically  wrong  ?  It 
sho*ald  be  bis  duty,  this  being  the  case,  to 
endeavour  to  point  ont  to  the  attentionof 
his  Royal  Highness  in  what  this  funda- 
mental error  consisted.    The  effects  of  the 
American  war,  he  contended,  were  felt  at 
this  day,  in  the  war  in  which  wc  were  now 
engaged.     It  was  a  war  commenced  on 
the  very  principles  of  the  American  war. 
A  detestation  of  the  principles  of  liberty 
vVhich  had  broken  out  in  France,  first  in- 
volved us  in  a  war  with  that  country  ;  and 
on  the  same  system,  he  was  afraid,  we 
were  proceeding  at  the  present  moment. 
The  former  war  was  undertaken,  as  it  was 
alledged,  for  the  protection  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Scheldt,  which  the  Dutch  ad- 
mitted to  be  a  miserable  pretext.    After 
that  crusade  was  finished,  we  now  found 
onrselves  engaged  in  another  seemingly 
endless  contest ;  and  he  did  not  believe 
that  any  one  of  the  persons  who  defended 
it,  could  say  what  we  were  fighting  for. 
riot  for  liberty .-^hat  was  a  word  which 
never  once  escaped  their  lips.    Was  it  for 
the  independence  of  Spain  ?    No.    They 
talked,  indeed,  of  the  enemy  of  the  sovereign 
of  that  country ;  but  the  rights  of  the  people 
of  Spain  was  a  thing  they  never  thought 
of.    Those  rights  of  the  sovereign  of  Spain, 
liowever,  which  gentlemen  might  say  we 
wer^  now  contending  for,  had  been,  by 
that  sovereign  himself,  resigned  into  the 
hands  of  Buonaparte,  and  were  now  com- 
pletely frittered  away.    The  Speech  on 
the  present  occasion,  the  hon.  bart.  must, 
in  a  peculiar  degree,  consider  the  speech 
of  the  minister.     So  long  as  there  was 
any  hope  of  a  successful  issue  to  the 
struggle. by  the  people  of  Spain,  he  had 
no  objection  that  every  assistance  in  our 
power  should  be  rendered   them.    The 
'  language  held  in  the  Speech,  however,  on 
this  subject,  he  did  not  believe ;    nor  was 
'  .he  by  any  means  convinced  that  gentle- 
men entertained  those  hopes  which  they 
e3tpressed.     The  laurels  earned  by  our 

fallant  soldiers  he;iincerely  rejoiced  in. 
heir  bravery  had  been  great,  and  the  ho- 
nour they  had  thereby  puifcliased  was 
-  proportionate ;  but,  after  all,  the  victories 
they  had  achieved  were  bak*ren,  and  were 
followed  by  something  very  like  defeats. 
It  was  true  that  general  Hill  bad  gallantly 
surprised  a  small  division. of  the  enemy  : 
still  the  French  were  making  regular  and 
rapid  strides  towards  the  subjugation  of 
the  country  ;  while,  for  our  triumphs,  we 
bad  Aothiog  to  shew*    The  cause  of  this 
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failure,  was  the  radically  vicious  principle 
of  supporting  despotism  in  this  instance, 
as  we  did  all, over  the  world, — the  attempt 
to  support  desper^ite,  failing,  and  not  to  be. 
supported,  states,  instead  of  the  good  old 
British  reason  of  maintaining  the  cause  of 
freedom.'  To  this  it  would  be  said.  Do 
the  French  proclaim  liberty  ?  No ;  but 
they  endeavoured  to  conciliate  the  minds 
of  the  people  by  such  concessions  as 
might  please  them  ;  while  it  was  a  serious' 
fact,  that  the  Inquisition  remainea  in  e^ys-^ 
tence  in  those  parts  only  of  the  country  of 
which  the  English  had  possession.  But 
there  was  a  curious  contrast  to  which  he 
must  call  the  attention  of  the  House.  We 
were  fighting  strenuously  to  maintain  the 
Catholic  religion  in  the  country  of  our 
Spanish  allies;  though,  at  the  same  time, 
those  Vhom  hq  should  conceive  to  be  our 
more  valuable  allies  at  homC'— the  Irish^- 
a  generous, .brave,  and  long-suffering  peo* 
pie,  were,  for  a  triflinff  condition,  withheld 
from  their  best  and  dearest  rights.  This 
exclusion  of  our  most  natural  allies,  he 
could  not  but  consider  as  an  act  of  gi*oss 
treachery.  The  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
gent,  opposite,,  (for  so  he  must  qall  the 
Regent's  speech)  contained  all  faults  by 
being  guilty  of ,  all  emissions.  It  was  not 
sufficient  to  call  together  the  supposed 
representatives  of  the  people  of  England, 
and  to  tell  them — (cries  of  Order,  order  1) 

The  Speaker  called  the  hqn.  baronet  to 
order^  and  observed  the'  House  could  not 
hear  such  language  as  applied  to- itself. 

Sir  Francis  Burdeit  said^  that  nothing 
could  give  him  greater  pleasure  than  to 
hear  that  from  the  chair ;  since  it  proved, 
that  there  was  a  firm  conviction  that  the 
House  of  Commons  ought  to  represent  the 
people  of  England,  when  to  hint  a  contrary 
opinion  was  considered  as  an  insult  not  to 
be  borne  :  and  yet,  on  the  1  Ith  of  Majr, 
180B,  a  minister  was  detected  in  the  traffic 
of  seats,— a  practice  which  was  not  only 
not  denied,  tut  unblushingly  avowed  to  be 
as  notorious  as  the  sun  at  noon-day  ;  and, 
therefore,  it  might  have  been  conceived 
that  gentlemen  would  not  have  been  oTer 
delicate  at  hearing  such  things  suggested* 
—The  hon.  baronet  then  cad  led  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  shackles  imposed 
on  the  Prince  Regent— restrictions,  than 
which  nothing  more  insulting  could  be 
conceived,  as  they  supposed  that  the  son 
was  capable  of  using  his  power  contrary 
to  the  mterests  of  his  father:  but,  happily 
for  the  country,  those  restrictions  would 
soon  expire ;  an  event  to  which  they  would 
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look  with  anxiety,  as  the  Prince  had  by 
many  gratuitous  professions,  lon^^  pledged 
htm«slf  to  those  enlarged  principles,  and 
that  liberal  system  of  policy,  which  had 
raised  the  nation  to  the  lofty  pinnacle  of 
happiness  and  glory  on  which  it  stood  at  . 
the  close  of  the  reign  of  George  II.    He 
had  the  greater  hopes  and  coi^dence  in 
the  Prince,  because  be  had  felt  the  power 
which  was  to  much  complained  of.    Able 
writers  had,  indeed,  written  in  praise  of 
different  forms  of  government,— -the  abso* 
late,  the  -democratical,  and  the  mixed; 
bat  none  had  been  found  hardy  enough, 
in  the  worst  of  times,  to  be  the  advocates 
of  oligarchy:    and  the  present  oligarchy 
was  one  pi  the  worst  species,— not  of  a 
kw  of  ^the  best  men>  ana  of  the  greatest 
iotecest  in  the  state,  but  an  oligarchy  of 
rottln  borongh  mongers, — t  sort  of  men 
known  in  the  history  of  no  other  cbuntry 
except  our  own.    The  consequences  of 
this  destructive  system  were,  that  abroad, 
the  monarchs,    our    allies,    were    either 
chased  from  their  crowns,  or,  after  an  im- 
mense'exhaustion  of  blood  and  treasure, 
held  their  sovereignties  at  the  will  of  Buo- 
naparte, or  depended  for  support  on    a 
scanty  and  'eleemosynary  pittance^ — Such 
was  their   fate.     Look  at  the  continent, 
there  was  the  book  in  which  all  might 
read  It    Was  it  possible  that  the  House 
coald  be  so  insensible  and  blind  to  danger, 
as  to  flatter  themselves  within  these  walls, 
that  by  calling  themselves  the  greatest  and 
the  wisest,  and  the  best  nation,  they  could 
counteract  evils  such  as  had  never  before 
threatened  the  country? — If  the  House 
tamed  its  eyes  from  the  continent,  and 
from  abroad,  and  looked  to  the  internal 
state  of  the   country,  there  was  nothing 
consolatory  to  rest  upon.    There  existed 
a  system  of  taxation,  the  deprivations  of 
which    prevented   the  strictest    industry 
from  procuring  a  livelihood,  and  generated 
a  pauperism  throughout  the  land, — a  pau- 
perism aggravated  by  pillage.     Formerly 
the  exactions  of  an  Empson  and  a  Dudley 
called  forth  the  indignation  of  a  whole 
land ;   nor  did  our  forefathers  allow  the 
plea,  that  they  had  acted  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  an  act  of  parliament,  as  any  ex- 
calpation  of   their  infamous  proceedings. 
But  now,  look  at  our  surveyors,  and  our 
aarchargers;   whose  conduct  was    such, 
that  the  payment  of  money  (however  great 
that  evil)  was*  the  least  inconvenient  and 
oflGmnve   Mti  of   the  system.       There 
were  now  Empaonaand  Dudleys  Jn  every 
cepity;    and  the  trial  by  ^ jury » .which 


was  here  more  than  ever  necessary,  was 
before    these '  fiscal    tribunals  disallowed 
by  special  act  of  parliament,  which  even 
denied  to  the  fukors  at  those  courts  the 
assistance  of  attorney  or  counsel.  In  sbbrt, 
the  whole  land  was  in  a  state  of  terror. 
Military  possession  was  taken  of  the  coun« 
try ;  depdu,  and   barracks,  and  fortifica- 
tions,  were  formed  ;   and  mercenary  Ger- 
mans and  foreigners  were  scattered  over 
the  kingdom,  as  if  England  could  not  de- 
fend itself,  and  must  have  recourse  to  Ger- 
.mans,  who  had  not  been  able  to  defend 
their  own  country.    The  jealousy  of  our 
ancestors  was  such,  that  a  remonstrance 
was  presented  to  Charles  1,  for  having 
1 ,000  foreigners  in  his  pay ;    but  now,  not 
only  was  the  country  overspread  with  fo- 
reigners, but  even  our  own  soldiers  were 
compelled  to  wear  the  German  dress  and 
whiskers ;    as  if  the  whiskered  face  of  a 
German    was   more    formidable    to    the 
enemy  than  the  smooth  open*  countenance 
of  an  Englishman,   though  it  had  been 
found  that  the  French  were  never  scared 
by  whiskers.     But  he  must  say,  that  th« 
plain  red  coat  excited  more  respect,  and 
was  more  associated  with  our    ideas  of 
courage  and  endurance,  than  all  that  mili- 
tary finery  and  foppery  of  which  the  sol- 
diers themselves    who   wore    it   seemed 
ashamed.     All  thb  evinced  such  a  ma^  of 
absurdity  and  folly,  that  he  was  sometimes 
tempted  to  acquit  ministers  of  any  worse 
intention,  though,  perhaps,  thjs  was  merely 
^ro.wn  out  as  a  blind  to  more  pernicious 
motives.— Another  grievance  to  which  he 
should  call  their  attention,  was  the  system 
of  military  discipline  which  oppressed  the 
country,  and  which  subjected  every  soldier 
for  the  most  trifling  misconduct  to  be  cor- 
porally punished  at  the  miserable  caprice 
of  almost  every  officer.     He  was  glad  to 
mention  this  so  early  in  the  session  ;  for 
the  reform  of  it  would  doubtless  form  a 
very  important  part  of  its  business.   Thera 
was  some  justice  in  its  now  coming  home, 
as  it  were,  to  the  backs  of  our  countrymen; 
for,  now,  by  the  local  militia  system,  al- 
most every  man  in  Ens^land,  every  father 
of  a  family,  was  subject  to  this  punish* 
ment;   so  that  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
repeating  what  he    had   before   said  ia 
this  House,  that  this  was  %  flogged  nation. 
No  exertions   of  his,  the  hon.    baronet 
pledged  himself,  should  be  wanting  to 
wipe  off  this  stigma  from    the   nation. 
Some  people  were  pleased  to  say,  that  this 
was  a  punishment  which  could  not  be  en- 
tirely dispensed  with»  aii4  that  it  was  only 
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«f^M  in  few  iAHancff.  l«i  ti»0  tf- 
ff DC^f,  ))9we?#r»  for  wbicb  it  vw  l#  b# 

l)#  »n  fi^biirary  poMshmtim  or  let  *  tub* 
«^(iit»>  wh»(f  v«r  it  ipi{;b(  be«  be  fooml  ft^r 
it;    officers  wtri^  «x«mpt  ffpn^  weh  a 

t«ioi§b«^n( ;  %nA  i^by  »booM  tbe  aoUier 
^  eicpoped  to  iti   Ttii«  wat  anoiNnr  cQoi-r 
pUiot,  mier  the  li«a4  of  griinFaoces,  to 
'Wbkh  b#  wi»bod  to  call  Iho  Prbce  B^- 
.gent^s  aa«wt)oii«%^Attoiigtt  pth«r  grievr 
ancf  9>  to  wbich  be  felt  it  now  te  ba  bis  duty 
^  caU  the  attamion  of  tbe  House,  apd  of 
ibsPrin^  Regant^aras  one  wbicb  operated 
Wb  in  the  uature  of  a  lax>  and  ef  a  grie?- 
4|Dca  a^d  impofiitioa  on  the  liberty  of  tbe 
auly^^.    A  power  bxl  beeo  Mgsd  of  hue 
yenr^  in  tbe  Attorney  General,  by  wbieb 
ibe  law  of  lAie  land  ivas  tat  aside  4  and  he 
WW  inre^tad-  with  an  authority  &f  filing 
^u-imiQal  inCormatioBs,  as  tbcy  were  tech^ 
«icaHy  called.    This  was  a  power  of  a 
novel  and  most  daftgeffnos  kind,  one  wbicb 
-eaald  not  safely  be  for  ^  moment  entrusted 
«>  a«iy  man.    Tbe  eicercisa  of  sueb  a 
^vror  ^ouM  on  an  pHiiciple  be  feeoaeiled 
.  la  the  idea  of  Jaw,  of  justice,  or  of  com- 
•noR  sense  or  feeliilg,     U  depended  oa 
4be  httiDOur,  or  capripe,  of  che  person  wUh 
vboaai  the  povrer  waa  entrosied.   it  would 
|»e  absurd  to  doubt  tbe  illegality  of  soch 
prcMseedinfpB.     Nothing    could  be    legal 
4i^bicb  was  not  defined.    How  this  power 
Jtad  been  used,  be  sbanld  ^ot  now  in^nira. 
it  waa  sufficient  for  hifl»  at  present  to  say, 
that  none  ioforoiacioBs  of  tins  kind  bad 
been  filed  wkbin  the  last  two  or  three 
years  Jthan  in  all  the  period  before,  sinee 
ibe  BeroliHioa.    It  was  imposstbie  bU  to 
aee,  that,  in  the  exencise  of  this  arbitrary 
diacretion,  great  partiality  mast  Uke  pl^Mse ; 
that  some  persons  were  called  up  for  judg- 
ment and  others  not    In  one  recent  case, 
he  alluded  to  that  of  Wfaite,  for  a  libel, 
«aen  the  judge  had  gone  4be  length  of  an- 
ticipating condemnation,  before  tbe  jury 
bad  gif  en  their  rerdict^   When  tbe  House 
aaw  these  things;  when  they  saw,  that, 
in  Tirtue  of  these  criminal  informations, 
many  persons  bad,  in  the  most  iUrbitrary 
jand  unjust  manner,  been  sent  to  distant 
jails,  must  they  not  be  coaviaced  that 
tbe    liberty  of  tbe    press,   one   of  the 
grandest    bulwarks    of   ibe   freedom    of 
ebese  kingdoms,  was  in  the  utmost  dan« 
gar  ^  being  annibtlated  ?     When  they 
saw  the  coadnetors  of  the  press  held  to 
bail,  time  after  time,  at  tbe  pleasore  4>f 
the  penon  entrusted  with'  4be  power  of 
ftinf  tbeta  ciiminal  infeamaljbans^  bmsI 


they  ti0l  be  wrprlned  tbm  tbt  prm  w» 
9L%  aM  fr^f  ^    T|ii9  tbu  ben,  bmronei  ^hr 
ceiled  WAS  9»Qt|ic»r  gr«»t  grieyaiine;  anil 
be  frH  ffurprmd  thai  ib#  pfrione  nt^nm 
nected  with  the  pre«»  wefe  «f t  terrifi^iA 
iqto  eompl<)(§  silenee,  afttr  tbe  lernMe 
cKampl^  they  b»d  peen^    S^ra  in  f am 
of  acquittal,  tbe  pnniibuv^ot,  in  the  w^ 
of  cosu,  waf  ^verii.    For  tbongb  by  law 
tbey  wouW  baw*  been  free  from  any  fiir^ 
tber  ewepce,  in  tbe  «rent  of  Ap  Sill  ba( 
being  fi^nnd,  yet,  bw  tbi^  made  ef  pnh* 
ceeding  by  cr4miiNiI  infomMtion,  tbey 
were  obligiM  to  gife  bail»  t^  renew  \^ 
from  lime  to  tiine,  and  t^  prveaed  tiU 
tbay  obtained  a  verdiet  «f  ae^Mal ;  e^ 
mueb  so,  that  tbe  coita  e^  ebtalpMig  tbn 
verdict  «faeiiuiita)  aaiawited  «f  tbe«i<eli«f 
to  a  aioat  severe  fMmhm^ut.    From  tb» 
crown  no  i)o«ta  pnuld  lia  e^tained*   Urn 
oonfesaed  he  aaw  m  gfiund  for  any  aniEli 
rale{  b»t,  d  the  efQwn  would  carry  m 
uiyuat  prosecuiione,   partienlarly  if  iIni 
Attorney  General  would  ^h  gvoundlai* 
ett'i^gkioi  in^Mrmatiens,  bn  tbaugbt  that  t^ 
party  aecused  was  well  enliiled  to  bin 
costs,    li  such  an  ofieer  was  neisessary. 
in  ea  cM^^ij^fusio  filer  of  infovmationi^  im 
was  also  oTopinipn  that  tbtivf  woe  innrt* 
pr  at  least  e^nat  ground  for  making  bit  a* 
office  for  life,  as  that  a  judge  elUHild  kp 
iof  VdB.    Soase  of  tbe  sentences  reeenUy 
imposed,  too,  operated  most  nnjuftlly  ;  at 
for  instance,  in  tbe  cases  of  White  and 
Hart,  vbere  Hart  was  sentnaeed  tn  the 
saaaa  period  nf  imprisonment  witb  Whitn* 
although  Hart   was  ienly   tbe  aorvant* 
Tbeoa  wu  this  additinnal  hardship  ina,  in 
Hart'f  case,  as  be  understand  it*  that  be 
was  even  denrived  tbe  use  of  wnaU  im^, 
and  was  connned  to  the  common  jail  ab> 
lowanee  of  waters    The  hon.  baronet  comt 
unded  that  tbe  unnececaary  sevea ity  ^f  a 
goverament  never  €uled  to  baol^iae  thn 
people ;  ^mi  when  that  wat  pradnced,  it 
would  be  fiwind  a  aeyer-lailiog  obsenrar 
lion,  that  the  leonduot  of  tbe  gpaeinasen^ 
nras  at  the  bottons  of  it.    Tbe  edncatMa 
of  a  nation  consisted  not  ia  teaching  tba 
people  to  read  and  write,  tboagh  tboae 
were  adfaatagas  which  he  was  ftir  fnaa|i 
andenFalotog,  and  which  he  heartily  wi rimd 
to  see  aibrded  to  all ;  but  siaB  be  qinat 
say,'  that  in  tbain  did  not  consist  tbe  mr 
sential  education  nf  a  iMople.    f|iMa,  in- 
deed, were  calculated  to  pradi^cr  gsseaa 
advantages  $  but  tbe  r^  eduction  of  a 
nation  was  prodncad  and  mat^irod  by  tbe 
fairness,  jvstice  and  mildne^nf  its  f ooani* 
aiaau  /By  iH  tba  laiioua  gijfirangay 
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^  »Mii  vM  l)y  A^  ti#iNrifigi  wd  burdtos 
tifHi  grnUy  cb^qk«i»  if  imt  v»nibiiaM; 

«i^9iVilM  A^9«l  4m  bTMM  «C  «9r  op- 

topiff  i»«  tkmm  JBWf9w  TImi  mi  bombit 
AMrfm  to  RfiNMi(r4 1#  hit  vay»l  Higbr 
n^iP  |b«  Pruicd  iUg«pt  H#  biu)  fimn»4 
hi^  AMj^iM  wM«  JiHrM^e^^  t^  the  illailri- 
o9«  pafpon  19  vb99n  i|  wW  Wf iMIt  (9  be 
pMftNaM ;  «»d  Hi  tbe  MUBAc  Uoio  einbftC'f 
ic»g  »v#ry  fm'mt  vbicb  bU  qwp  «0Qa»  »r 
df9^  to  biff  fftBg>.iiMtotii  Md  to  tbo  cpwh 
^  in  fiNi^*  poiotfld  out  to  bin  ^  nr 
«9M^  Tbe  grtot  m^  inportfiot  poUM» 
be  conceived  to  be,  o  full  m^  fiur  reprtr 
a«a^tj#i»  pf  ik^  peoplo  w  that  Homo.  To 
«ho  «»M^  of  tb»^  fill!  and  fair  re pFMeotor 
tkm  <tf  tbi  poopl^  lA  Porljaoi^iit,  be,  wiib 
loU  G4Miifi4eoi!o^  tbftt  hie  aneffli(»n  ivae  ^r- 
w0c^  •^tfiboltod  lbi»  debt  of  tbo  bundredf 
«/  miMiona  aterljog  with  vfbicb  we  vera 
i^i»W  loaded,  and  tl^  niwaerocit  otber  c^a- 
mitiiif  wbii^b  biMl  be«o  daily  accunioUting 
4111  U|i»  fBoimtry.  He  was  happy  to  thiok 
tbK^  }m  royat  bighoew  tbe  Priaco  Begeot 
bad  a  short  interval  before  ^e  should  be 
e«lfjre|y  freed  frqm  tht  shackles  with 
wy^ifb  be  wae  i»ow  beaded,  during  which 
i»  HMfbt  hav^  loiture  to  reject  on  the 
difier^o^  topics  *A  wbicb  he  fiad  £iU  it  to 
bo  bi«  d»ty  to  aliude  in  the  Address  which 
b»  99m  kuM  in  bis  band,  {jf  bad  the 
%U«tf  cm&deaoe  to  bif  Royf  1  Highness, 
ib4^4b»y  voidd  recoive  bis  serious  copsi-, 
d^ratioii^  and,  on  a  mind  so  constituted  as 
tina^  wJMb  bis  Bo|ral  Highness  was  known 
to  pomsa,  he  ent^srtained  not  a  doubt  that 
tbo  jgrieFaoces  of  a  faitUiil  and  aoi&ring 
poofiLa  oould  not  Ml  of  naking  m^  im- 
presaioa  corraspoBding  with  their  weight 
and  imporAance;  satisfied  as  be  tjrusled 
bio  Soyal  Highness  would  be,  that  on  a 
ode  attention  to,  and  on  tbe  redressing  of 
Iboie  grioTances,  depei^ded  ibe  lasting 
^Of  y  oif  bis  Eo^al  Highnesses  tbcoae  and 
tb^V  his  family.  . 

'^  fiis^go  gmtiora  4i«tn  aKa  ane  soi^ 
^^  M  in^^«m  pro  gntis  kMvii, 
f  )«  «V9ii«B  iiiiB^  ip  pf^  mperpt 
«  ^^ct!9si^  jqfiert." 

T^«  hpo-  bar^nf^  th^  mY^4  fb?  fetv 

V  IjTe,  bis  Mjyoaty^s  most  dolilul  and 
ifif^A  tatywti,  ibo  Comipons  of  Abe  United 
Kiogdoiil  of  Xxfioai  BriiAin  and  kelaod,  in 
^"''  '  *  ',  cefauyyi irour  Boyal 


Higbpess  ^  hnmblff  ibnukf^f  ^if  flpm* 
fqr  Ibfi  mp»t  gl^o^wi  Speofi)  4^Virf d  i»y 
the  Lords  Ooppfflai^sioneri,  by  yo\K  RpyJ4 
Higbnesa'^  conpiiMd- 

"  Wf  MiHve  your  iojn^  Highn^fs  fhf | 
we  shall,  without  delay,  takf  iAM>  ARr  hti- 
ooa  ciwiaideraiiQR  all  tbo  ipaHor*  ^9  which 

Jour  Royid  Higbneaa  bia  bf«n  pleiped  W 
iroot  our  ftteatioa,  ai|d  fgd^voqr  ^ 
fid^«acb  meaaofes  a«  are  be«|  o^c^||te(l 
to  oaoet  the  ozigoocias  of  the  tim^. 

«f  Bill  vo  abdold  deem  it  »  f^ilnif  in 
pi|r  duty«  wore  w»  (VI  tbia  soleimi  op^r^ipp 
to  ^init  e^preisiQg  to  your  Rpyal  Hiob? 
nesa  with  tbe  fr^idwew  s«igg99ted  b j  9  quft 
S09SO  of  our  functions,  tbe  s^Qtim^ntr  wp 
entertain  on  tbe  present  sitnation  qf  oimt 
country,  and  to  poiq^  out  to  y^ujr  Boyal 
Highness  tbe  rooicdy,  which,  in  pur  opir 
nion,  is  called  fpr  by  th/s  eyjU  alr^y  eq^r 
porienced,  and  by  the  dangor^  which  ^? 
pear  to  be  i*^pendiog. 

''  We  always  bear  with  gro»t  satisl^ 
tioB,  though  not  with  surpri«e,  tba^  p^r 
countrymen  in  araas,  whether  by  laod  w 
by  sea,  maintain  the  character  of  t^^ 
ancestors ;  but,  we  cannot,  at  tbe  rafP^  UVf^^t 
dismiss  from  our  ipinds  aU  coi|sidjer»tipn  of 
tbe  liule  elbct  with  which  their  valoiir  hM 
been  exerted  ;  and,  in  tba  caoao,  in  which 
it  has  been  displayed,  ive  lamao(  tp  «ao 
nothing  charact^fMtic  of  that  lovo  of 
freedom,  for  which  tbi«  nation  has  hrro- 
tofore  been  ao  highly  renowood  10  liHl 
world,  in  looking  through  tb«  bit; 
tory  of  the  last  eigbteef)  yearf  of  w#r, 
we  find  Iha  yalour  and  refOii/^4  ^  MNT 
country  in  no  instance  employo^  in  the 
defence  or  restoration  of  freedom;.  bHl 
almoa^  constantly  in  epdeavpqrs  tp  proY^ 
the  oppressed  from  becomijog  frep,  Qr  to 
repbmge  them  into  slavery,  to  re-harden 
tbe  graap  of  despotisip,  and  toyh^pen  tbo 
balf-bliiBted  &nff§  of  peraecutipn ;  so  that, 
tbe  ^ri^iab  flag,  formerly  ik/i  4r%iA  of  ty<> 
ranny,  appears,  through  tbfi  long  ai^d  dia- 
gracefiiil  period,  to  ^fo  ^aved  ^nly  in 
hostility  to  tbe  Jibertiea  aiui  bappijfefa  of 
nunkiad. 

*f  from  a  line  of  condnot  ^  repngoaal 
to  ioftic^,  to  tbo  cooamoA  sense  atui  com* 
a^on  feeling  of  men,  the  natonJ  r? soka 
bftvo  ensn^.  In  those  distant  regipns, 
arbere  ignorance  and  feebleness  have  ren« 
defed  t^  people  an  easy  prey  to  succap* 
sisFo  naurpatioas,  we  bare  uniformly  bee||t 
conquerors,  and,  in  o|rertoming  one  dea^ 
potism,  b^,  lor  abe  ppqfiosos  necessary  ti^ 
tbe  maintenance  of  corruption  aft  home, 
uniformly  erected  another  in  ita  atoad| 
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while,  in  all  those  coantries,  where  men 
faaye  attained  alcnowledge  of  their  rights^ 
and  have  possessed  courage  to  avenge 
themselves  on  their  oppressors,  we  have 
found  few  and  treacherous  frietfds»  atfd 
many  and  implacable  foes. 

*'  The  Sovereigns,  our  Allies,  subdued 
not  less  by  that  abuse  of  their  power, 
which  we  endeaTOured  to  support,  than 
by  the  arms  of  their  and  our  enemy, 
have  either  been  driven  from  their 
thrones,  or  have  abaodoned  our  cause  and 
disclaimed  our  connection,  as  the  only 
hieanff  of  retaining  even  a  scanty  portion 
of  their  former  dominions ;  so  that,  after 
having  stirred  up,  in  hostility  to  freedom, 
almost  every  sbyereign  of  the  continent  of 
Europe ;  after  having  expended  hundreds 
of  millions  in  support  of  that  formidable 
but  unprincipled  league,  we  are,  at  last,  re- 
duced to  contend  alone  with  the  conqueror 
of  that  continent,  upon  a  spot,  which  we 
have  only  assisted  to  desolate  and  rayage,in 
defence  of  sovereigns,  who,  unable  to  rely 
on  the  affection  of  their  subjects,  have 
•ought  their  personal  safety  in  abdication 
or  in  flight. 

"  To  the  regretat  havinff  seen  thenational 
resources  exhausted  in  the  prosecution  of 
measures  so  fraught,  at  once,  with  wicked- 
ness and  folly,  we  have  not,  however,  tQ 
add  the  shame  of  having  seen  the  people 
of  this  kingdom  TolunUrily  lend  their  aid 
to  those  measures.  Their  sense  of  justice 
and  love  of  freedom  revolted  at  so  inhuman 
"k  crusade,  which,  at  the  outset,  they  con- 
demned, and  against  which  many  had  the 
virtue  openly  to  protest,  well  knowing, 
that  a  war  against  freedom,  ia  other 
countries,  was,  in  reality,  a  war  against 
ihe  people  of  England  themselves. 

<«To  counteract  the  effect  of  opinions  so 
obviously  just,  a  system  of  terror  was 
resorted  to;  false  alarms  were  excited; 
spies  and  informers  wep  hired  ;  plots 
were  invented ;  constructive  treasons  were 
revived,  and  new^fsngled  treasons  were  en- 
acted ;  the  safeguards  of  personal  liberty 
were  removed ;  fortresses,  under  the  name 
of  barracks,  were  established  throughout 
the  land  ;  and  the  fame  and  the  person  of 
every  man  were  placed  at  the  absolute 
disposal  of  those,  who,  calling  themselves 
the  servants  of  the  king,  were,  in  fact,  the 
agents  of  that  rapacious  and  haoghty  oli* 
garchy,  who  had  long  fattened  on  tlie  mi- 
series of  the  country,  and  who,  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  principles  of  liberty,  saw  the 
fieeds  of  a  destruction  of  their  Ui- gotten 
power. 
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**  Under  the  operation  of  this  s^'stem  we 
have  beheld  much  that  remained  of  oor 
liberties  wholly  swept  away ;  we  have 
seen  practised,  under  the  name  of  collect- 
ing a  revenue  and  in  the  guise  of  legal 
proceedings,  acts  of  oppression  and  insult, 
which  our  forefathers  would  have  perished  * 
rather  than  endure.  The  dwellmgs,  the 
books,  the  most  private  recesses  and  con* 
cems  of  Enfflisbmen,  once  ao  sacred,  are 
now  exposed  to  the  intrusion  and  inquisi- 
torial scrutiny  of  numberless  Biercenary 
agents,  appointed  and  -  removable  at  the  ' 
pleasure  of  the  crown.  Financial  rapacity 
breaks  in  between  landlord  and  tenant, 
and,  in  violation  of  every  principle  of  pro- 
perty, makes  the  crown  co-proprietor  in 
every  man's  estate,  having  a  prior  claim 
upon  his  tenant. 

«'  Under  the  name  of  redeeming  the 
land  tax  it  makes  a  general  confisca- 
tion of  landed  property;  while,  in  the 
form  of  a  stamp  duty,  it  seizes  the  be- 
quests of  the  dead  in  their  passage  to  the 
living  ;  so  that,  at  last,  there  is  no  man  in  - 
England  who  can  be  said  to  be  the  owner 
or  proprietor  of  any  thing,  the  government 
having,  by  degrees,  assumed  a  controul  and 
mastership  over  property  of  every  descrip- 
tion. 

"  There  was  -a  time,  in  English  his- 
tory, when  the  extortions  of  an  Empsoia 
and  a  Dudley,  though  under  the  sanction 
of  an  act  of  parliament,  brought  the  prin-^ 
cipals  to  the  block  and  consigned  their 
subaltern  agenU  to  public  vengeance  in 
the  pillory;  but,  now  we  have  many- 
Empsons  and  Dudleys  in  every  county^ 
who,  under  the  name  of  surchargers,  suv 
pervisors,  &c.  ipfiict  amercements  and 
fines  at  their  pleasure,  the  parties  s» 
amerced  being  denied  not  only  an  appeal 
to  a  jury,  but  even  the  aid  ot  counsel  or 
attorney  to  speak  in  their  defence  before 
those  fiscal  tribunals,  which,  to  the  terror 
of  the  people,  are  established  in  every ' 
corner  of  the  land. 

"  In  exact  proportion  to  the  increase  of 
these  extortions  have  we  seen  the  increase 
of  the  military  force,  and  the  multiplica- 
tion of  means  calculated  to  divest  the  sol- 
dier of  all  fellow-feeling  with  the  citizen. 
Cooped  up  in  Barracks  and  Depots,  flogged 
for  the  most  trifling  offences,  the  former 
loses,  by  degrees,  all  regard  for  those 
rights  of  which  he  is  deprived,  all  attach- 
ment to  that  constitution  out  of  the  pale  of 
which  be  is  placed,  and  becomes  the  passive 
and  unconscbus  instrument  of  tyrannical 
coercion.  But,  mistrastfoLof  Englisbmena* 
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fieeltngSy  many  tboosamk  of  German  and 
olher  foreign  mercenaries  have  been  in< 
trodaced  and  placed  on  our  military  e«la- 
.blidmient  with  privileges  not  possessed  by 
Xbe  troops  of  oor  own  country ;  whole  dis- 
tricts of  England  and  large  portions  of  the 
English  army  ba?e  been  put  under  the 
cofDimnd  of  German  officers ;  ~  and,  the 
more  efiectually  to  estrange  the  people 
from  the  native  soldiers,  the  latter  have, 
in  otany  instances,  been  compelled  to  as- 
suoie  a  German  garb.  The  Militia,  here- 
tofore regarded  as  the  sole  constitutional 
force  of  the  country,  upon  the  principle, 
that,  as  men  had  most  interest,  so  they 
would  be  most  stout,  in  defending  their  li- 
berties and  properties ;  the  Militia,  having 
been  long  perverted  from  its  legitimate 
purpose,  has,  at  last,  by  the  interchange  of 
the  English  and  Irish  Militias,  been  con- 
verted, with  respect  to  the. two  countries, 
into  the  too  convenient  instrument  of  reci- 
procal oppression ;  and  especially  with 
regard  to  Ireland,  where  the  just  remon- 
strances and  complaints  of  a^  generous,  a 
gallant,  and  long-suffering  people  have 
uniformly  been  met  with  repulsion  and 
disdain. 

^  In  the  institution  of  the  Local  Mili- 
tia we  behold  all  the  severities  of  a 
military  conscription  without  its  .impar- 
tiality and  without  a  chance  of  its  rewards ; 
and,  in  the  assumed  prerogative  of  calling 
Bpon  the  people  to  perform  military  duty 
under  that  system  of  discipline  which  is 
DOW  in  practice,  we  see  every  man  in  Eng- 
land, when  commanded  to  take  up  arms  m 
what  is  termed  the  defence  of  his  coutitry, 
liable  to  experience  the  degradation  and 
torture  of  theJash. 

*'  That  ,a  people*  formerly  so  proud  of 
their  liberties,  would  be  silent  under  such 
aa  accnronlation  of  oppression,  and  that 
the  communication  of  indignant  feeling 
would  not,  in  the  end,  produce  resistance, 
was  too  much  foi;  even  an  insolent  and  ob- 
durate oligarchy  to  expect.  Therefore, 
the  Press,  never  the  last  to  suffer  when 
freedom  is  assailed,  has  become,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  augmentation  of  these  oppres- 
sions, more  and  more  an  object  of  jealousy 
and  of  vengeance.  And,  after  having  be- 
held the  use  that  has  been  made  of  the 
unconstitutional  assumption  of  power  by 
the  Attorney  General  to  file  £x  Officio  In- 
formations, to  accuse,  to  arraign,  to  amerce, 
to  hold  to  bail,  to  ruin,  or  to  pardon,  whom- 
soeTer  he  pleases;  after  having  seen  that 
this  accuser,  an.  officer  of  the  crown  re- 
moTable  at  iU  pleasure,  has  also  the  ppWer 


of  demanding  a  jury,  not  taken  out  of  an 
impartial  paonel,  but  selected*  by  another 
officer  of  the  crown ;  after  having  seen  a 
judge  so  eager  to  convict  as  openly  to  an- 
ticipate guilt  before  hearing  the  evidence 
in  defence ;  after  having  seen  the  sentences 
in  cases  of  political  libel  gradually  become 
more  and  more  severe,  till  they  have  far 
surpassed  in  severity  those  for  the  greater 
part  of  felonies,  including  long  imprison- 
ment, heavy  fines,  banishment  to  distant 
jails,  and  confinement  in  solitary  cells« 
going  to  the  almost  certain  ruin  and  the 
probable  death  of  the  persecuted  parties; 
af^er  having  seen  all  this,  and  taken  a  view 
of  the  number  of  persons  thus  suffering  at 
this  moment,  we  cannot,  we  confess,  see 
much  room  for  repeating  the  congratula- 
tion of  our  forefathers  upon  the  abolition  of 
the  cruel  and  accurse4  Court  of  Star 
Chamber,  which  did,  without  a  Jury,  that 
which  is  now  done  by  means  of  a  Jury 
chosen  by  an  officer  of  the  Crown  ;  an  al- 
teration which  only  serves  to  screen  a  cor- 
rupt political  Judge  from  his  due  share  of 
publiQ  odium,  and  to  deprive  the  victim  of 
that  public  compassion,  which  is  always 
called  forth  in  behalf  of  those  who  snmt 
from  undisguised  tyranny. 

"  To  particularise  the  fatal  effects  of  this 
course  of  misrule  would,  if  it  were  possible^ 
be  useless,  they  being  .too  visible  in  the 
multiplied  embarrassments  and  abject  stato 
of  the  country,  whether  in  its  affairs  at 
home  or  abroad.  But,  to  the  great  ^use 
of  all  these  evils  we  cannot,  without  a 
shameful  neglect  of  our  duty,  refrain  from 
beseeching  the  attention  of  your  Royal 
Highness,  who  will,  at  once,  perceive  that 
we  allude  to  the  want  of  a  real  represent 
tation  of  the  people  in  the  Commons' 
House  of  Parliament.  With  a  fair  repre- 
sentation, the  people  are  never  in  danger ; 
because,  from  whatever  quarter  they  feel 
grievance  approaching,  here  is  their  court 
of  appeal,  here  their  means  of  imm^iate 
redress.  Without  such  a  representation, 
the  people  are  never  safe ;  they  have  no 
court  of  appeal,  no  friend  in  government, 
no  means  of  redress  or  of  protection. 

"  To  the  want  of  such  a  Representation,  to 
the  want  of  a  House  of  Commons  emanat- 
ing from  the  peoples'  choice  and  speaking 
their  sentiments,  we  owe  the  eighteen  years 
of  war  against  France,  lest  example  should 
produce  a  reform  of  corruption  and  abuses 
at  home. 

''To  the  want  of  such  a  Represen- 
tation we  owe  the  hundreds  of  millions 
of  debt^ which  have  debased  our  currency, 
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Uo^d  tile  fbMid^tioilfi  of  dOT^ttantSi  mfiilK 

timWi  cohfid«nc«5  sM  addted  ilew  eritneB 

4d  t[»dr  ftir^adjr  M)gu4i1*ry  d-iAiittctl  code. 

''  T<»  the  WAflt  of  s^th  a  t«p»i^9entati01i 

edaru,  the  itiMlts  and  ttiJTiri^ftihnUfiierable 
mgaitiit  friendly  tiattons,  this  roih  of  coA*- 
k»eh««  and  ttiamiiraettites,  attd  the  coutitl^te 
tluidb^r  Of  [taup^rs,  whoi<S  state,  Wh^n 
^OMthSM^d  with  th«  Ittxarr  {Proceeding 
IMli  th«  ptiblite  nofiey  lavished  On  pl&c6- 
ttieii  ind  f^ndonets,  would  b^  beyond 
Ihdnittfci  ^nddrihee  without  the  eter-eWing 
«S|iWt  of  temiAt-y  ftrce. 

^  If  tiHy  thing  b«  ytt  vtrahiii^gt  to  f^oVk 
€oft¥l^tiotl  Of  thesis  ttOMsi  ^e  implore  your 
ttbj^l  tligfailete  to  OMt  yodr  ($yes  o^r  the 
€)o&iitteht  df  mt&ifh.  Not  a  9oy^»l»igh 
lldft  ib^t  b^n  dethroned,  not  a  fttate  has 
lAfre  beeft  ^bdot^^  Where  the  #dy  Of  the 
ed/^^\ft6^^  %rtA  kV6t  ^aved  by  cbrruptfOn  ih 

the  g^eftiMhi>  arid  by  the  ty  r&ntiy  which 
4ftrHipiiMi  -neve^  ftiiu,  soonek*  or  kter,  to 

«ft11  lo  iii  ifdppdH, 

^'  AtfA,  When  W6  ftee  the  saMe  ca«i«^iit 
WMe  fth)6hiB;St  o^rsetVes;  Wh^h  we  hear 
IM  WOillt  MH  of  d6ftdptSoil  not  only  not 
denfed,  blitVMi^ldshihgly  avowed  ADd  tin- 

dicated,  upon  the  ^drtd  Of  it«  behigAs 
fiold^iO^  al  tfa^  sUti  tt  ittten^dAy,  it  were 
f^f^lHW^rcnl  MhO})ftrlklleM  to  hope,  th&t 
MftiiUr  e^eff  #HI  hot  folh^W. 

^To  ^t  ^  ^M,  therefore,  to  Coftup- 
lidite  ^hd  AbO^e*,  by  ft  eonstftutfohal  He- 
roMatiOft  of  the  Commonk  Hbu»e  Of  P^r- 
1iim«ht,  apfi^irs  to  oi  to  b^  the  ooly 
W6kt^  of  fecOAcinM]^  the  |M$ople  to  their 
)|«V«¥nmertt,  Of  r^kiOdlihg  theit^  zeal,  of 
iAVfgOHthiij  their  etertiotis,  khd  6f  i^or- 
i»g  the  ih^sp^itence  of  the  country,  ifid 

Ihe  }ai9eif  Aid  stitbimy  cf  the  throne/' 

I^rd  votMniM  ros^,  IbT  the  purpose  of 
^i(^miiil)$  Ih^  AddfM  of  tike  hon.  bun^net. 
Ih  9^ed  With  \he  Speech  defifere^  !n 
the  hkme  of  the  ^Ahtt  Regettt,  jti  latnem- 
ing  the  continued  itidiwo^itioh  of  hh  Ma- 
jhsty  i  aMd  th6u|;ht  thUt  a  high  iHbote 
l^an  d\ie  to  the  brntefy  6f  ottr  ftHny  in 
iPbrMgal,  ftnd  to  th^  eohdud  of  the  ^OA- 
nattder  in  chief;  bothe  WuoM  deny  thkt 
the  wat  ^8  trondOcted  \t  the  peninsula, 
coaM  proire  olti  mutely  s^ccessfbl.  His 
l6^iSill{^  tffoceeded  to  fhaiiitain»  th^t  the 
ibfce^  of  Oteat  BHtaio  wer6  not  Mffitieiit 
t6  ^ph  With  thoie  Which  BootepaH^ 
^>uid  bHbg  t^tm,  Its  as  «60n  aft  he  htd 
completed  the  subjugation  of  SpfaAti,  aftd 
^btimed  the  ^MfotUtuM  of  its  rlitoui-ces. 
Of  tiftfft  W«  W^feve  <|u}et  spet^tori.  to 
wlitfti  ttft  W^uld  Mlj  Win  i>tnr  eriby  iBdebt* 


ed  ft»  HW  sOceesi  a&d  for  ttakWaihlfiK  ft« 
Mf  in  Pot-io^al,  bat  to  the  toul  uhpto^ 
docti^etiesft  of  thM  coottwy;  He  agreel 
that  etery  credit  Was  dae  to  lord  Welling 
tOtt,  for  the  maimer  in  whieh  he  had  cen« 
dtaKrted  afikifs ;  b«  WM  iholitied  to  eitpee^ 
very  little  of  the  t'ortti^ue^,  who  weh 
cobdttoced  ihi  cbahis  to  the  army,  more  lilH 
slaves  than  soldiers,  and  dra^^ed  fron 
their  bonier  to  bu^port  they  did  not  ktio^ 
Wh^tv  At  Peniehfe  he  had  seen  ten  thou 
Sand  of  wretched  beiUfs  collected,  ki  wao 
of  everyMeea8ary>tind  in  a  state  of  nsked 
n^ss^-u^The  noble  lord  then  proceeded  tl 
tuake  ftoflhe  strong  reibarks  oti  t^e  ^ondu^ 
of  the  Portaguese  gOTernment.  The  gaol 
abd  dungeons  of  the  Inquisition,  he  sattj 
were  crowded  witik  victims ;  aod  tbe  Bri 
tish  thittlMr,  who  at  present  formed  a  pki 
of  th^  Re^cy,  was  lately  uhder  the  ntj 
eifessity  ef  retiring  frohi  Lisbon  for  som 
tktte,  that  he  nfiight  tiot  a)i|>ear  to  coonie 
Haoce  mtest^  aad  in&j^Hsonments  whid 
he  cOuHi  not  a^toVet  He  Wodld  nd 
acru)»le  10  os^eK,  that  the  Portugese  gd 
Vfrhnlettt,  bs  oow  conAttuted,  was  com 
)»1%t#ly  dbhoxioOi  to  every  cl^sd  of  aociet] 
in  that  country :  nay,  farther,  that  both  'i 
Sieily  aA4  in  Portugal  the  British  Oam 
w^  detest^d>  because  of  the  sopport  Whid 
Mis  eountry  j^ve  to^e  respective  ^verri 
meot  of  ea^,  with  all  its  abosea.  Witj 
regard  to  Sicily,  he  could  hot  help  thitiM 
ihg  thH  the  real  porp^  of  tministen  w« 
not  So  <nwh  to  keep  the  French  out  of  thi 
iakmd>  as  lo  keep  the  people  subject  to  ort 
of  the  AVoSft  des|!)ieab1e  govemm^nta  tN 
itver  existed;**- With  regard  to  the  defoM 
of  POI%0|^>  which  had  b^h  held  o^t  t 
of  such  great  importaAtf^,  he  Woold  asl 
howloA^  wooM  our  «(rmy  defohtl  th^ 
to«n%ry  ?  Only  tMl  the  Fretith  httd  mad 
th^mael^es  masters  of  SplMh ;  fiMd  tbefl 
WoaN  b6  Q^Rgeii  to  rethN!^  WithiK!i  iia  R^H 
Had  lines,'^he  whole  extent  of  nvbitd 
would  not  aAbrd  grass  eobogh  to  fetii  it 
buttocks  for  sit  Weeks  sobsisteote  tlf  tl 
trodps  ahiAe  1  He  would  &ssei*t,  aa  ^  fht 
though  it  ttright  apj^M*  ektraOfdiAai^ 
Hiat,  eveti  at  pvesetit,  the  bof lodca  ai4 
tiMt  hr  the  infMy  of  Lord  WdliRgtoit 
troops,  passed  thHraffh  the  FreAch  art« 
With  liaeitces,  firotn  tfieniterioref  Spail 
this  was  k  notorlooi  fkct^  and  be  vr^ui 
leave  the  ftotise  to  lAidfce  thefr  reAe^cf oi 
^ttpt^  h.»«The  WobJe  totd  theti  adVetted  I 
that  pmi  of  the  boh.  barohet^^  pto^ai^ 
Address  Which  referred  to  the  itti^m 
atate  i6f  the  cOOntry ;  and  ^rtrfoased  h 
ttttMoMMts  ih  the  0tt!tU?t  pArt  of  tfe6  #0 
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timaMt  which  it  conUiMd.  A1l»  he 
Ibooght,  nun  own,  ibal  ihe  frMdom  of 
the  people  had  been  greatly  encroached 
upoo,  particitlarly  by  the  oppretthre  mode 
of  leYying  taxes,  which  be  regretted  to 
tay  were  groisly  miaapplied.  No  part  of  a 
man's  home  was  now  free  from  the  fisits  of 
tsx«gaiberert ;  and  a  man  coold  not  trans* 
port  eyen  articles  that  had  paiddoty  on  im* 
portation,  a  dosen  of  wine  from  one  place 
to  another,  withoot  a  permit  from  retenoe 
officers.  He  trasted  thai  in  this  session  of 
parliament  a  Committee  wonki  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  the  conduct  of  the  war, 
the  objects  for  which  we  are  contcndbg, 
and  the  state  of  the  nation,  into  considera- 
t>on.-»Tbe  noble  Idrd  then  adTerteil  to 
tbat  part  of  the  Speech  which  referred  to 
the  naval  defence  of  the  country,  and 
maintained  that  oor  naval  force  was  not 
rendered  efficient,  in  annoying  the  enemy. 
Commanding  the  seas  as  this  conntry  did, 
oar  nary  ought  to  be  employed  in  threat- 
ening tbecoasu  of  France  in  all  directions, 
by  which  means  Boonapart^  wonld  be 
compelled  ta>  keep  his  armies  at  home,  in- 
•lead  of  sending  them  to  be  fed,  clothed 
and  paid  by  oar  allies  for  the  purpose  of 
tbeir  own  subjogation.  Were  the  gigan* 
tic  naval  povrerof  Enghmd  nsed  as  it  ooght 
to  be,  the  whole  force  of  France,  vast  as  it 
was,  would  prove  inadeqaato  to  the  de- 
fence of  ito  extended  shores.  P^haps  de- 
BMmstrations  of  attack  might  prove  soffi- 
cient,  which  if  the  enemy  despised,  then 
it  wonld  be,ttsit  was  at  this  moment,  quite 
easy  to  annihilate  the  common  ships  of 
war,  and  destroy  every  thing  on  the  snores 
ef  France;  for  England  conid,  let  the 
enemy  do  his  utmost,  bring  a  force  ta  a 
given  point  far  superior  to  an^  that  the 
enemy  could  assemble  asainst  it,  and  thos 
operate  a  most  powerfoi  diversion.  The 
noble  lord  concuided  with  seconding  the 
Address. 

The  Address  having  been  read  by  the 
Sptakcr, 

Lord  Jbcelf$  rose  and  said  :«»In  rising, 
Sitf  to  moTe  an  Amendment  to  the  Address 
proposed  by  the  hon.  hart,  to  his  royal 
hi^mess  the  Prince  Rerent,  in  answer  to 
his  most  gracious  Speech,  I-  have  to  diftr 
from  the  hon.  hart  m  every  pohit  of  view, 
lamenting,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  has 
fallen  to  the  lot  of  a  person  so  incapable 
either  of  doing  sufficiibt  justice  to  the  sen- 
timenta  of  Ms  Royal  Highness,  or  of  dwell- 
ioff  suAciently  strong  upon  those  parti- 
eour  pointa  to  which  his  Royal  Highness 
tkas  f^nsrred  us.    I,  however,  shall  throw 
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myself  upon  the  kind  indulgence  of  the  • 
House,  trusting  that  I  may  receive  from 
theni  now,  the  same  forlmrance  I  have 
more  than  once  before  so  gratefolly  expe- 
rienced, hoping  that  it  will  condole  with 
me  on  that  subject,  in  particular,  which 
the  boo.  bart.  has  omitted  to  mention* 
namely,  the  stata  of  his  Majesty's  health. 
The  House  must  most  sincerely  condole* 
in  common  with  his  Royal  Highness  and 
the  coimtry,  at  the  calamitous  stata  in 
which  his  Majesty  still  remains ;  we  most 
lament  it  the  more,  as  every  day's  expo* 
rience  gives  us  additional  reason  ,to  de« 
spairof  his  ultimate  recovery;  but  if  so 
bumble  an  individual  as  myself  dare  offer 
consolation  to  the  wounded  feelings  to  the 
House,  upon  so  melancholy  a  s^ject,  it 
would  be  by  referring  them  to  a  grateful 
remembrance  of  these  virtues— to  a  gyrate- 
fol  recollection  of  that  attachment  to  the 
constitution  he  so  eminently  possessed* 
and  which  the  House  will  agree  with  mo 
is  no  less  conspicuous  in  the  conduct  of  his 
royal  representative.-  I  am  sure  the  House 
will  most  heartily  concur  in  the  anxious 
wishes  of  his  Royal  Higbness»  by  making 
such  arrangements  for  the  care  and  com* 
fort  of  his  Majesty's  person,  as  may  bo 
most  suitable  to  his  high  and  exalted  rank* 
so  thai  if  it  should  please  Providence  to 
restore  him  again  to  the  prayers  of  his 
people,  he  may  find  himself,  upon  waking 
from  his  trance,  surrounded,  not  by.tho 
fflare  of  pomp,  but  by  that  solemn  splen^ 
dour  so  due  to  his  royal  person,  in  what* 
ever  situation,  or  under  whatever  circum* 
stances  it  mav  have  pleased  Providei^ce  to 
place  him ;  ror  oor  anxious  solicitude  for 
his  comfbrta  is  but  a  debt  we  largelv  owe 
for  those  years  of  care  and  anxiety  he  hat 
passed  in  watching  over  the  best  interesta 
of  bis  pef>p1e.  The  time  now  draws  near^ 
when  those  Restrictions,  which  the  legbla* 
iore  thought  fit  to  place  on  the  power  of 
the  Regent,  are  about  to  expire,  and  how* 
ever  I  differ  from  the  right  hpn.  gent,  on 
the  restrictive  clauses  in  Uie  Ref{eocy  Bill* 
I  have  some  satisfaction  ici,;^inking,  that 
they  have  given  the  country  an  opporUi-* 
nity  of  proving  that  his  royal  hignness^ 
rithough  placed  in  the  most  diff cult  situa* 
tion,  never  for  one  moment  lost  sight  of 
fhe  advantages  of  the  cotttitry,  never  had 
but  one  object  in  view,  the  happiness  and 
the  welfare  of  his  people. 

Bttt,tn  calling  the auention  of  the  House 
to  our  affairs  in  the  peninsula,  no  man,  of 
whatever  party  he  may  be*  can  venture  to 
withhold  his  praise  and  admiration  U  tfa% 
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peraeTeriDg  bravery  of  our  army  in  Por- 
ingal ;  neither  can  any  man,  at  this  lime 
of  day,  deny  (hat  praiso  so  justly  doe  ta 
the  merits  of  my  illiistrk>us  countrynan, 
ford  Wellington,  who,  at  the  head  of  that 
army,  has  pioved  to  Europe  and  to  the 
world,  that  thp  ambitipus  vjews  of  Buona- 
parte may  be  checked,  &nd  that  the  inde- 
pendence of  a  brave  nation  is  still  to  be 
preserved  by  British  example,  and  by 
British  valour.  In  turning  to  the  rest  of 
the  peninsula,  and  considering  the  sitoa^ 
lion  of  Spain,  we  certainly  have  to  lament 
that  her  struggles  for  freedom  and  inde* 
pendence  liave  not  bfen  attended  with 
equal  success,  as  the  efiurts  of  Portugal ; 
but  it  is  a  sincere  satisfaction  to  think,  that 
her  ardour  is  not  damped,  as  by  the  a^;* 
f:ounts  received  from  Catalonia,  and  other 
provinces,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
there  still  exists  in  the  country  a  most  de- 
cided hatred,  and  determined  animosity  to 
their  French  oppressors.  But,  Sir,  it  must 
be  so,  for  the  French  have  kindled  a  flama 
in  Spain,  which  they  never  can  extinguish ; 
they  have  raised  up  a  spirit  against  them- 
selves, which  they  never  can  subdue ;  and 
Whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  hon. 
members  with  regard  to  the  policy  of 
the  Spanish  cause  ;  whatever  may  be  the 
general  sentraient  on  the  subject,  it  always 
must  be  a  proud  sensation  to  the  hearts  of 
the  British  people,  that  Spain,  goaded  by 
insults,  assailed  by  treachery,  and  alipost 
overcofne  by  power,  found,  in  the  arms  of 
the  British  natipn,  a  champion  for. her 
freedom,  an  avenger. for  her  insqlti,  and 
an  advocate  for  her  cause.  Her  armies, 
it  is  true,  have  been  repulsed,  and  still  may 
bcr  affain  overcome  by  the  better  disci- 
plined troop  of  France  ;  her  ardour  may 
for  a  moment  be  appalled  by  the  victories 
of  her  enemies ;  b,ttt,  (  trust,  there  cannot 
DO  foand  any  man  able  4o  persuade  the 
British  nation,  that  the  Spanish  people, 
formed  in  the  same  mould,  and  sprung 
from  the  same  stock  as  those  heroes  who 
bled  at  Saragossa  and  Gerona,  can  be 
traitors  to  that  sacred  cause  of  liberty  and 
independence,  which  they  have  so  glo- 
riously embraced.  Bat,  Sir,  we  should 
recollect,,  that  it  is  not  the  cause  of  Spain 
and  Portugal,  alone,  we  are  fighting  in  the 
peninsula,  hut  |he  cause  of  England  too. 
Jt  is  not  a  War  nuerely  for  the  protection 
of  the  freedom  of  the  Portuguese ;  but  it 
is  also  a  content  for  the  preservation  of  the 
-liberties  of  Englishmen.  It  was  the  6pi- 
niun  of  many  of  pur  most  enlightened 
-Jt^fumep^,  that   the  battles  of  England 
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should  be  fought  on  a  dislaot  land;  nor 
will  you  ever  suiBcientJy  kn^Mfr.  the  policy 
of  that  sentiment,  till  you  have  felt  the 
horrors  of  a  contest  at  home.  In  Ireland, 
unfortunate^,  we  have  felt  them :  wo 
speak  from  experience,  and  our  opinion  it 
positive. 

The  next  circumstance  which,  claims 
the  aUention  of  the  Hoose  is,  with  regard 
to  the  late  gallant  achievement  in  India ; 
we  cannot  but  give  every  praise  to  the 
governor*general,  lord  Minto,  for  having 
MO  ably  planned  that  expediUoo,  whic^ 
has  been  so  gallantly  ^xecutod  by  air 
Samuel  Auchmuty,  and  the  army  under 
his  command.  I  am  aware  there  may  be 
a  difierence  of  opinion,  as  to  \he  ad  van* 
tage^  likely  to  arise  from  this  capture  to 
Great  Briuin,  but  I  should  conoeive  there 
can  be  no  difference  of  opinion  in  thinkings* 
that  the  French  nation  should  not  be  the 
possessors  of  Java.  It  is  a  proud  feeling 
to  OS  all,  that*  notwithstanding  the  wrecks 
of  ancient  governments  and  ancient  sya» 
tems,  \}y  which  we  are  surroundcd-»not« 
withstanding  the  threats  of  Buonaparte,  or 
his  vain  boasts  of  ships,  commerce,  and  co- 
lonies, his  Royal  Highness  is  able  to  de* 
clare  to  his  parliament  this  day,  to  use  his 
o^n  words,  '  by  the  conquest  of  Java,  the 
colonial  powers  of  France  are  extinguished 
in  every  part  of  the  world. ^ 

With  regard  to  America,  it  must  be 
with  great  satisfaction  we  learn,  that  the 
diifer^es  which  existed  betifeen  the  two 
nations,  concerning  the  aJQ&ir  of  the 
Chesapeake,  have  been  amicably  aiUusted  i 
and  let  me  humbly  hope,  that  this  adjust^ 
ment  may  be  the  forerunner  of  an  ultimate 
arrangament  for  that  permanent  frienfl* 
ship  between  the  two  nations,  which  must 
equally  redound  to  the  benefit  of  Ame« 
rica,  as  it  will  to  the  advantage  of  Great 
Britain. 

'  Having,  in  a  very  cursory  manner,  at- 
tempted to  allude  to  some  of  our  foreign 
aflfairs,  I  feel  extremely  anxious  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  subjftct, 
which  directly  interests  us  more  than  any 
I  baVe  yet  vei^tured  to  submit,  I  mean  with 
regard  to  the  iatemal  condition  of  the  em- 
pire. Notwithstanding,  the  e£^cts  of  the 
war,  the  wealth*  of  England  never  waa 
^ore  visible  than,  at  the  present  time; 
notwithstanding  the  heavy  burthens  ne- 
cessarily imposed  upon  the  people,  wa 
find  .them  submitting  with  cheerfulness  in 
support  of  that  constitution,  under  which 
they  have  experienced  the  very  essence  of 
liberty  and  free^clom.    With  regard  to  Ire- 
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had,  I  amamt  hmi  oofimiulitv  the  House 
«r  tlto  istemal  tmquiUily  of  ibe  covntry, 
enpecialljr  as  noch  has  been  said  about 
ioneUireateiie4distorbaiieesiD  the  county 
•f  Down^  and  I  feel  happ  v  in  being  able  to 
state,  thai  by  the  seal  of  the  oMgifttrates^ 
by  the  inteiferenoe  and  adTice  of  a  nn* 
n^ons  retident  gentiy>  all  apprebensions, 
however  slight  they  might  have  been,  bare 
completely  subsided.  I  ftel  I  have  tres- 
passed longer  upon  the  House  than  I  am 
entitled*  There  is  b«t  one  more  observa- 
tioo  I  mait  beg  leave  to  ofTer,  tooehing 
the  natdre  of  the  Address  I  am  about  to 
propose.  It  is  so  framed  and  constructed, 
to  pretent  any  objections,  that  I  trust  it 
will  meet  with  the  unaniidoifs  adoption  ef 
the  Hoooe.  Unanimity,  at  all  times,  is  a 
meet*  desirable  object^  but  especially  in 
times  like  these,  when  we  »b  engaged  in 
a  struggle  which  reqatres  the  united  efforts 
0^  the  whnle  nation  to  assist-— when  we  are 
cagaged  in  a  contest,  not  for  power,  not 
for  ambition,  but  for  our  independence  as 
a  nation,  our  existence  as  a  free  peoplew 
We  have  an  enemy  to  contend  with,  whose 
rsioarces  are  great,  and  who  woold  sacri- 
fice every  object  in  the  world  to  attain  tbe 
deatradion  of  Great  Britain.  Amongst 
ourselves,  partial  tmnkraptcies  and  indivi- 
dod  ioeonventenees  must  be  felt-^bey 
are  the  natural  consequences  of  a  long,  an 
ezpensire,  and  a  necessary  war;  but 
'Josttfm  bellam  quibus  necessarinm,  et 
|Ha  arma  quibus,  nulla  nisi  in  armis  relio- 
quitnr  spes.'— The  noble  lord  conchided 
with  moving^ 

**  That  an  humble  Addren  hi  presented 
ta  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Begent,  to 
thank  his  Boyal  Htglmess  lor  the  crracious 
Speech  which  he  has  directed  to  De  deli- 
vered by  the  lords  commissioners : 

«'  To  assure  his  Royal  Highness,  that  we 
deeply  participate  in  the  sorrow' felt  bv 
his  Royal  Highness  upon  the  continoamB 
of  hia  Mijesty's  lamented  indisposition^ 
and  the  mrfkappy  disappointment  of  those 
hopes  of  his  Majesty's  early  reco\'ery, 
which  had  been  cherished  by  the  datihil 
aflfeetion  of  his  family,  and  the  loyal  at'> 
ta^ment  of  his  people : 

''To  return  his  Boyal  Highness  our 
humble  thanks  for  having  been  gradonsly 
pleaaed  to  direct  copies  of  the  wt  reports 
of  her  majesty  the  Queen's  council  to  be 
laid  before  us ;  »id  to  assure  bis  Royal 
HighnesiB,  that  we  will  adopt  snch  mea* 
sorea  as  the  present  nikelancholy  exigency 
ma^  appear  to  require ;  and  that,  in  se- 
cwing  a  aaitable  and  ampla  prdvision  lor 


tha  aupport  of  his  Mi^esty's  royal  dig- 
nity, and  for  tt^  attendance  upon  his  Ma* 
jesty'a  saered  person,  during  his  ilhiM, 
wa  will  Hoi  fitil  to  bear  in  itimd  the  indis- 
pensable duty  of  continuing  to  preserve 
for  his  Majesty  tbe  facility  of  resuming 
the  personal  exercise  of  his  royal  autho* 
nty,  in  the  happy  event  of  his  recovery, 
so  earnestly  desired  by  the  wishes  and 
prayera  of  his  family  and  his  subjects : 

"  Humbly  to  expfess  our  satisfaction  in 
learning  tMt  the  measm^  which  have 
been  pursued  Ibr  the  defence  and  security 
of  the  kingdom  of  Portugal  have  proveil' 
completely  effectual,  and  that,  on  the  se- 
▼eral  occasions  io  which  the  British  or 
Portuguese  troops  have  been  enraged  with* 
the  enemy,  the  reputation  already  acquired' 
by  them  has  been  fully  maintained : 

"  To  ofl^r  our  humble  congratulMiom^ 
to  his  Royal  Highness  on  the  successfuf 
and  brilliaotenterpri^e  which  terminated 
in  the  surprize  in  SpanUh  Estremadura  of 
a  French  c6rps  by  a  detachmedt  of  the 
allied  army  under  lieutenant-general  Hill; 
so  highly  creditable  to  that  distin|uishetfi 
officer,  and  to  the  troops  under  his  com- 


"  Humbly  to  assure  his  Royal  Highness,! 
that,  while  we  deflect  wKh  pride  and  sa- 
tisfaction, on  tbe  conduct  of  his  Majest;^'o 
troops,  and  of  the  allies,  in  thes^  various 
and  important  services,  we  concur  with 
his  Royal  Highness  in  rendering  justice  to 
the  consummate  judgment  and  skill  dis- 
played by  general  lord  viscount  Welling- 
ton in  the  direction  of  the  camf^aign : 

"  That  we  rt^jotce  to  find,  thatin  SpainT 
the  spirit  of  tlie  people  remains  unsub-' 
doed,  and  that  a  system  of  warfare,  pecu- 
liarly adapted  to  the  actual  condition  of 
the  Spanish  nation,  has  been  recently  ex^ 
tended  and  injp^v^,  und^r  the  advantages, 
which  result  from  the  operations  of  the 
allied  armies  on  the  frontier,  and  from 
the  countenance  and  assistance  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's navy  on  the  coast: 

**  That,  ahhough  the  |:reat  exertions  of 
the  enemy  have,  in  some  quaVters,  been 
attended  with  success,  we  cordially* concur 
with  hM  Royal  Highness  in  admit-ihg  the 
perseverance  and  gallantry  manifested  by 
the  Spanish  armies; -arid  have  received, 
with  pleasure,  tbe  information  that,  eveii 
in  those  provinces,  principally  occupied 
by  the  French  forces,  new  energy  has 
arisen  ^mong  the  people,  and  the  increase 
of  difficulty  and  danger  has  produced  more 
connected  efforts  of  general  resiittance : 

'^  To  aasore  his  Royal  Highnessl,  that  wi 
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will  not  &il  t6  eoDtiaoe  to  tford  tbe 
eflfectbal  aid  and  asntlanc«  in  sappori  of 
tbe  contest  whkh  the  braTe  natioBt  of  tiie 
peninsula  still  maintain  with  such  nnabatod 
seal  and  resolution : 

««To  offer  his  Royal  Highness  ow 
bearty  congratulations  on  the  sncoess  of 
the  British  arms  in  the  island  of  Jata;  and 
to  assure  his  Eoyal  Highness  of  our  con* 
currence  in  his  approbation  of  the  wisdom 
and  ability  with  which  this  enterpriae^  as 
well  as  the  capture  of  the  islands  of  Bour- 
bon and  Mauritius,  has  been  eonduded 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  go* 
Temor*general  of  India;  and  that  we 
a^ee  with  his  Royal  Highness  in  applaud* 
iog  the  decision,  gallanuv,  and  spirit  con- 
■picuously  displayed  in  the  late  operations 
ci  the  brave  army  under  the  command  of 
that  distinguished  officer,  lieutenant*ge> 
neral  sir  Samuel  Auchmuty,  so  powerfully 
and  ably  supported  by  his  Migesty's  naval 
forces: 

^To  express  the  pleasare  which  we 
derive  from  considering  that,  by  tbe  com- 
pletion of  this  system  of  <»perations,  great 
additional  security  will  have  been  given 
to  the  British  comoierce  and  possessions  in 
the  EajM  Indies,  mid  the  colonial  powerof 
France  will  have  been  entirely  extia- 
gttbhed: 

«« That  we  will  not  ftil  to  take  into 
our  consideration  the  propriety  of  pro- 
Tiding  such  measures  tor  the  ruture  go- 
ireminent  of  the  British  possessions  in 
India,  as  shall  appear  from  experience, 
and  upon  mature  deliberation,  to  be  cal- 
culated to  secure  their  internal  prosperity, 
and  to  derive  litMn  those  flourishing  do- 
minions the  utmost  degree  of  advantage  to 
the  commerce  uid  revenue  of  the  United 
Kingdom: 

<«  To  convey  our  bumble  thanks  to  his 
Soyal  Highness,  for  the  information,  that 
while  his  Royal  Hishness  regreu  that 
various  important  subjects  of  diflference 
with  the  p;overnipent  of  the  United  States 
ol'  America  still  reiinain  una^josted,  the 
difficulties  which  the  afiair  of  the  Chesa* 
'Make  frigate  had  occasioned,  have  been 
nnally  removed ;  and  to  express  our  |pra- 
titude  to  his  Roy  sJ  Highness  for  his  gracious 
aisurance  that^  in  the  further  progress  of 
tbe  discussions  with  the  United  States,  his 
Bpyal  Highness  will  continne  to  employ 
such  oieans  of  conciliation  as  may  be  con- 
aistent  with  the  honour  and  dignity  of  hb 
Ifiyi^^y's  crown,  and  with  the  due  main- 
tenance of  the  maritime  and  commercial 
rights  and  iaterots  of  the  British  empiio : 


IfcleiAn fiiiVm  ^»ieA  [4» 

<<  To  return  our  hnmUe  tinudB  to  Iria 
Royal  Highness  for  having  dtvacted  the 


!br  the.  aar^ca  of  the  current 
year  to  be  laid  before  as,  and  to  assure  hia 
Royal  Highness  that  vre  will  cheerfully 
furnish  him  with  such  supplies  as  may  be 
necessary  to  enable  him  to  oentinne  the 
contest  in  which  his  Majesty  is  engaged, 
with  that  spirit  and  exertion  which  will 
affinrd  the  best  prospect  of  its  successfol 
termination: 

«<  To  assure  his  Royal  Highness  of  our 
readiness  to  resume  the  consideration  of 
the  stato  of  the  finances  of  Ireland,  and  to 
express  our  satisfaction  in  learning  Jthat  the 
improved  receipt  of  the  revenue  of  Ireland^ 
in  the  last  as  compared  with  the  preceding 
year,  afibrds  reason  to  believe  tmit  the  do* 
pression  which  that  revenue  had  ejipo- 
rienced  is  to  be  attributed  to  accidental 
and  tomporary  causes : 

**  To  assure  his  Royal  Highness,  that 
this  House  is  folly  impressed  with  the 
sense  of  the  arduous  duties  which  hia 
Roval  Highness  has  been  called  open  to 
folfil,  in  consequence  of  his  Maj^ty'a 
continued  indisposition;  and,  whilst  we 
offer  our  most  humble  acknowledgenienta 
to  his  Royal  Highness  for  the  confidence 
which  be  is  graciously  pleased  to  repose  ia 
us,  to  convey  to  him  our  warmest  assa- 
ranee,  th|it  in  every  difficultv  his  Royal 
Uiehness  may  rely  on  the  ready  assistance 
and  support  of  this  House;  and  finally, 
to  express  our  confident  persuasion  that 
the  wisdom  and  energy  of  his  Royal  High- 
ness  will  enable  him,  under  the  blessing 
of  divine  Providence,  successfully  to  dis« 
charge  the  fudctions  of  his  high  office^ 
and,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  our 
beloved  severei|{n,  to  maintain  unimpaired 
the  honour  of  hw  Majestv^s  crown  and  tlw 
prosperity  of  his  people/' 

Mr.  Fym  seconded  the  Ammidment :  in 
doing  which,  he  said  he  would  not  tree, 
pass  at  any  length  updn  the  time  of  the 
House,  nor  travel  from  the  Speech  mto 
any  extraneous  mattor.  He  was  semil^ 
of  his  own  inability,  and  that  no  argo- 
menu  in  his  power  to  urge  could  have 
any  great  weight  on  their  decision ;  but 
he  trusted,  that  any  errors  of  which  he 
might  be  guilty,  wouldiie  rather  imputed 
to  this  cause,  than  to  «(y  want  of  x«d  for 
the  welfare  of  the  country.  Tbe  hon. 
gent,  then  took  a  view  of  tlw  nature  of  the 
Prince  Regent's  office,  as  boMinc  the 
executive  powei&  in  behalf  of  his  folSnr,  in 
whom  the  dignity  of  royalty  continued  to 
rest;  and  passed  a  bifh  eabgy  obiIm 
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condoel  ^ihe  ftku^ot  WsIm  ia  lUt  ea- 
Mcky,  wliidi  wontd  Iom  be  tmanakmrwA 
Vy  a  geMtoiit  iMti«i.6IM  with  grililade 
m  tlie  Mftragn,  wliio  for  so  loBg  a  period 
kadfimyed  then  with  a  pateroal  teeplre. 
With  recerd  to  the  proriileii  le  be  oude 
ftr  hb .  Migetty  in  retirement  from  the 
earei  of  iite)e»  erery  one  matt  anile  with 
Um  in  thinking  that  it  oogbt  to  be  accem* 
panied  with  every  honoar,  reipect,  end 
circamstenceofroyelty;  end  however  he 
Hiifb   agree  with  the  hon.  baronet,  at  to 
the    naccaMty  of  econoaiy    in   the   ex* 
penditara  of  the  nabhc  pane,  it  never 
coold  be  the  denre  of  a  noble  minded 
people  to  mi^  a  perttaMnioof  and  nig- 
gardly saving  oat  of  the  comfbrta  of  an 
aged  monarch,  to  nrach  and  i6  deaervedly 
heleived.— That  nMnarch,  m  had  been  ex- 
cellently aaid  in  the  tpeech  by  hit  Son, 
oaght   to  have  the  retamption   of  hit 
poweraepen  lb  him  and  secored,  if  ever  it 
ahooU  pfeaae  heaven  to  retiore  him  to  the 
piayara  of  hit  taljectt.    The  hon.  gem. 
warmly  commended  what  had  been  done 
in  lUe  respect,  as   a  precedent   which 
woold  fo  down  for  the  guidance  of  pos- 
terity, in  the  event  of  any  like  calamity 
ever  occorring  hereafter.— -The  next  topic 
to«khed  on  in  the  Speech  was  that  con- 
nected with  IVtagal,  and,  in  this,  the  fact 
epoke  for  tticlf.    The  exertions  of  Great 
Britain  had  net  only  achieved  the  free- 
dom of  an  ancient  ally,  bat  had  secured 
Ibar  independence;  and  goarded  heragainst 
the  invasion  of  her  enemies.    This  point 
woM  never  bear  the  constmction  pot 
nponitby  the  hon.  baronet ;  for  we  were 
fighting  for  no  despou  or  despotism,  and 
tf  we  had  boldly  stood  op  the  champions 
of  the  liberties  of  Bnrope,  the  glory,  of 
which  nothing  coaki  rob  as,  was  entirely 
onr  own.    P6rtagal  might  altimaiely  be 
overwhelmed  by  the  power  of  the  tyrant, 
who  conki  embaUle  too  much  of  Europe 
ui  order  i^  carry  His  ambitions  desigptis 
iatoeftct;  bat»  even  were  this  to  happen, 
the  Mtttislers  of  Great  Britain  wovM  enjoy 
the  consolation  of  having  acted  a  part  in 
the  contest,  in  conformity  with  the  wishes 
•  of  the  people  of  England,  in  a  manner 
wmnky  the  character  of  a  great  nation, 
rising  glorionsly  in  the  cause  of  the  civi- 
lised world.    Bot  he  entertained  no  such 
ykKMny  apprehensicms ;  and  as  the  spirit 
of  a  people  was  their  strength,  he  relied  on 
the  spirit  of  Ptortagal  to  rescue  itself  from 
lareign    slavery    and   domination.-*The 
t  point  in  the  Speech  related  to  Spain ; 
in  Aih  ioe^  he  was  of  opinion  there 
s 


wtV'grouiaea  c 
.    After  all  the 


for  congratn* 
destraction  and  de- 
of  lis  Mvaders;  aHer  all  the  hor« 
by  the  amOea  of  the  tyrant; 
they  only  posmissd  the  groand  on  which- 
theyaleod.  When  they  ventured  to  come 
in  contad  with  the  armies  of  Britain,  do* 
font  and  disaster  were  their  fot;  defoat. 


from  those  very  troops  so  deecribed  by  the 
hon.  baianel— 4hese  flogged  soldiers,  and 


thosaforeim  mercenaries  who  ffave  him 
so  much  oftnte.  For  his  part,  be  consi- 
dered them  as  men  ezpatriaied  from  their 
coantry  by  tyranny  and  ti^nstice;  and 


every  dispatch  from  the  seat  of  war.  In 
whm  they  were  mentioned,  shewed  that 
they  weae  arorthy  of  the  natkm  they  had 
adopted* — ^The  next  topic  in  the  speech 
was  the  coiM)aest  of  Java,  on  which  he 
gladly  joined  in  the  general  conaratola- 
tion.    It  was,  indeed,  an  object  of  heart- 
foH  pleesare  to  everv  Briton  to  see  the 
insatiate  enemy  of  her  greatness  dispos* , 
sessed  of  his  last  colonial  settlement,  and 
not  a  vesti^  of  his  boosted  *•  ships,  cole- 
niesy  and  commerce"  remaining.— With 
respect  to  America,  he  also  had  great 
delight  in   observing   from  the  Speech, 
that  though  an  arrangement  entirely  and 
completely  satisfoctory  had  not  yet  taken 
place  between  the  countries,  yet  that  a 
Imppy  disposition  prevailed.     The  tone 
and  manner  of  the  Speech  shewed,  that 
conciliation  was  most  desired  by  the  Bri- 
tish government,  and  from  this  spirit  he 
indulged  a  hope  of  the  happiest  and  roost 
fovoarable  termination  to  all  existing  dif- 
forences.    But  whatever  the  result  might 
be,  it  was  evident,  that,  on  our  part,  no- 
thing had  been  left  undmie,  that  could  lead 
to  harmony  and  firiendship.    Peace  with 
America,  and  not  only  with  America,  hut 
with  all  the  world,  must  undoubtedly  be 
the  wish  of  every  rational  mind;   and,  if 
we  were  engaged  in  a  war,  it  ought  to  be 
remembered  that  it  was  a  war  of  necessity* 
It  was  a  war  against  an  inveterate  tyrant, 
whose  power  arosefrom  usurped  dommion, 
maintained  by    predatory  invasion  and 
bitter  despotism.    However  success  might 
throw  a  lustre  over  him,  for  the  present, 
history  would  present  him  in  his  true  co« 
lours,  a  monster  of  unbounded  rapacity, 
without  his  mind  being  ennobled  by  one 
dignified,  heroic,  or  virtuous  sentiment. 
Was  it  too  ssnguine  in  him,  then,  to  ex- 
press a  hope,  tlmt  a  dominion  so  establisli* 
ed  and  supported,  would  not  be  of  long 
continuance,   and   that,  uhimately,   the 
ezertkms  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  common 
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came  of  natipa^,  wouM  be  crevHied  irilb* 
success,  and  the  world  restored  to  Iran* 

3uiUiLy  ?  It  was  this  hope,  and  the  consi* 
eratioQ  that  our  pressures  were  unavoid- 
aible,  that  should  (each  os,  bowever  great 
our  difficulties  were,  to  me€t  tbem  with 
firmness,  constancy,  and  fortitude ;  and  in 
order  to  proTO  oqr  reselution  in  this  re- 
spect, he  begged  most  earnestly  4o  recem- 
mend  an  unanimous  aasuranee  to  his 
royal  highness  the  Prinee  Regent,  of  tbe 
readiness  of  parliameQt  to  second  every 
object  contained  in  the  excellent  and  coq* 
stitulional  Speech  which  be  had  this  day 
delivered  to  tbem,  through  the  medium  of 
the  Lords  Commi88iooers.«-Tbe  hon.  gent 
oonplttded  with  thanking  the  House  £»r  the 
kind  attention  with  which  they  had  ho- 
noured bim,  and  seconding  the  Amend* 
ment  moved  by  lord  Jocelyn,  with  which 
he  entirely  coincided. 

The  Speaker  pot  the  question,  and  tbe 
gallery  was  ordered  to  be  cleared  for  a 
division,  when 

Mr.  WIdtbrtad  rose,  and.  said,  as  be  ob- 
served the  hon.  baronet  was  determined 
to  press  the  question  to  a  division*  he  would 
briefly  state  why,  concurring  with  bim  atfhe 
did,  on  many  of  the  points  connected  with 
the  present  calamitous  stateof  the  country, 
he  could  not  give  his  vote  in  favour,  of  tbe 
Address  he  had  proposed.  He  could  not 
give  him  his  vote,  because,  though  he  did 
concur  in  many  of  these  points,  there  were 
others  on  which  he  could  not  agree. 
There  were,  indeed,  many  topics  intro- 
duced, which  might  better  have  been  with- 
held for  future  opportunities,  and  others 
which  involved  thecharacter  of  individuals, 
on  which  he  was  not  competent  as  yet  to 
make  up  his  judgment.  But,  as  on  the 
one  hand,  he  could  not  go  with  the  hon. 
baronet,  so  neither  on  the  other  hand 
could  he  acjcede  to  the  Amendment  of  th^ 
noble  lord,  which  also  went  to  carry  him 
much  further  than  he  bad  as  yet  seen  rea- 
son for  proceeding. 

The  Atiorney  (kneral  said,  he  was  not 
present  when  the  hon.  baronet  made  his 
speech;  but  he  had  heard  the  Address 
read,  and  in  it  there  were  particular  words 
w&ich  impelled  him  to  o^r  to  the  House 
a  few  observations.  The  whole  of  that 
Address  be  certainly  reprobated ;  but  the 
particular  words  to  which  he  alluded,  were 
those  which  went  to  stigmatize  the  cha- 
racter of .  a  learned  jiidge,  and  were,  in 
substance,  that  that  learned  judge,  in  his 
eagerness  to  convict,  bad  anticipated  a 
verdict  of  Guilty  on  the  trial  of  Mr,  White. 
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He  would  take  open  hiixiself  to  say,  that 
this  statement  of  tbe  hon*  baronet,  with 
respect  to  lord  Ellenborougb,  was  wholly 
unfounded.  It  was  well  known,  that  no 
man  couU  discbarge  tbe  duties  of  bis  high 
station  with  more  liberal  justice  than  that 
learned  Iprd ;  and  as  to  the  trial  which 
was  particularly  adduced,  be  would  Ten* 
ture  to  say,  that  no  defence  could  be  beard 
more  patiently  than  that  which  Mr.  White 
thought  proper  to  make,  irregular  as  it 
was  in  many  of  its  points.  Mr*  White 
made  many  objections  on  tbe  legality  of 
what  was  urged  against  him :  those  ob- 
jections he  argued  by  his  counsel,  bot  be 
did  not  commit  his  defence,  to  his  legal 
assistant.  Both  his  counsel  and  himself 
were  beard  with  singular  forboarance : 
their  objections  were  beard  over  and  ove^ 
again ;  and  be  was  confident,  that  during 
ths  whole  of  tbe  trial  not  one  word  feU 
from  the  noble  lord  wbicU  could  in  the 
slightest  manner  justify  tbe  assertion,  that 
he  was  so  eager  for  a  conviction  as  to  an-* 
ticipate  the  verdict.  Indeed,  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  conceive  what  part  it  was  of  the 
languige  of  tbe  noble  lord  on  that  occa-^ 
sion,  which  gave  rise  to  the  severe  cooa- 
ment  of  the  hon.  baronet. 

Sir  F.  hurdeUt  in  explanation,  said,  that 
what  he  founded  his  assertion  upon,  was 
that  part  of  lord  Eilenborougb's  language 
to  Mr.  White,  where  bis  lordship  advised 
that  gentleman  to  reserve  his  evidence 
until  he  should  be  brought  up  for  judg* 
ment. 

The  Auame^  Gmeral,  It  is  evident^ 
from  the  explanation  of  the  hon.  baronet 
himself,  that  lord  Ellenboroogh  acted  even 
a  humane  part.  It  is  plain,  that  lord 
Ellenborough  only  advised  Mr.  White  to 
reserve  his  evidence  for  affidavits,  in  miti» 
gation  of  punishment:  which,  thoi^ 
they  would  not  serve  him  as  evidence  on 
the  trial,  might  be  advantageous  to  hioa 
should  .he  be  brought  up  for  judgment. 

Sir  i*.  bwrdett  replied,  that  he  did  not 
think  tbe  noble  lord  much  benefitted  by 
this  triumphant  explanation  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman.  One  thing  was  certain^ 
that  the  remark  of  the  judge  was  made 
before  the  evidence  was  heard  in  defence 
of  Mr.  White. 

Mr.  lloMonby  observed,  that  he  felt 
himself  in  the  same  predicament  as  his 
bon.  friend  (Mr.  Whitbread):  be  could 
neither  vote  tor  the  original  Address  nor 
the  Amendment,  but  should  think  it  hia 
duty  to  vote  against  both.  He  would 
state^  ift  a  rery  tew  wordi^  his  c^eGtient  . 
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to  tke  Amendmenl }  bm  a$  to  the  ^tipmk 
AddrefSf  h%  would  be  silent,  beeaine  be 
did  not  think  tbis  0i»tter  of  it  proptr  to  be 
jdi8casse4  at  tbit  particular  momeiH.  it 
iravelied  wide  of  tbo  topica  ia  the  Speech 
delivered  ia  tbe  name  of  the  Prince  Re- 
gent; and  the  Amendment  which  em- 
braced tbo«e  topicfj  was  wbat  he  felt  btm- 
aelf  obliged  to  renaark  opoo.  Tbe  first 
lopic  of  tbe  Amendment  was  that  wbicb 
;reiat^d  to  tbe  eatablisbmeut  of  a  provision 
ibr  the  care  and  comfort  of  his  Majesty's 
royal  person :  and  tboitgh  no  person  was 
more  incUnednbaa  be  was  to  go  farther  in 
•very  thing  which  ooght  to  be  done  ia 
fartherance  of  this  almost  sacred  object> 


jet  he  would  reserve  a  rigbtof  assent  or    and  sorry  was  be,  that,  on  this  subject  of 


dissent  for  that  time  when  tlie  arrange- 

menu  to  be  proposed  should  he  laid  in 

detail  before  the  House. -^  The  second 

topic  of  tbe  Adilress  was  that  ^hkh  re- 

iated  to  2>pain  and  Portugal.    No  person 

.^as  more  inclined  than  he  to  give  a  cor- 

idial  tribute  of  $pplaute  to  the  troops  and 

gepecais  employed  in  tbe  prosecution  of 

the  war  in  those  countries ;  but  be  could 

not  go  so  fi^r  as  to  pledge  btmaelf  by  his 

vote  that  night,  to  sanction  the  granting  of 

.those  supplies  which  might  be  proposed 

i^^^afUr  as  necessary  for  its  continuance. 

Tbat  our  »rmy  bad  behaved  with  extraor- 

jdinary  bravery,  he  would  willingly  agree 

lo;  be  was  even  sure  that  the  honour  of 

tbe  country  never  wa^  better  supported 

by  any  other  army :  but  though  no  one 

doubted  this,  ^t  doobu  might  be  enter- 

Uined  of  the  e«pedaency  of  proceeding  in 

jtbis  great .  contest  at  the  vast  expence 

jwbieb  it  continued,  to  cost  us.   It  was  cer- 

jtainly  trae,  that  in  oor  amaUer  eaterpnzes 

yf^  were  highly  successful ;  but,  in  onr 

^ealer  ones,  it  was  equally  troe,  that  we 

.were  emioontly  unfortunate.    If  it  shonld 

appear  hereafter^  tbat  to  prosecute  the 

W%f»  even  at  so '  vast  an  expence,  was  a 

wiae  system  of  conduct ;  and  if  he  should 

Me  tbe  necessity  and  tbe  uaefslaess  of 

gramtiog  such  enormons  supplies,  then  he 

.would  not  o»ly  agvee  to  them,  but  would 

^ive  his  vote  mK\k  that  cheerfulness  which 

«twayf  followed  conrictian. — The  nea^ 

juBpoviaiwt  part  of  the  Amendment,  and  it 

9vsa,  if  posuMe,  superior  in  inpoctaoce  to 

#iir  coooectioo  wiidi  Spain  and  Portngal, 

jswwi  Ifaat  paragraph  wnieh  alluded  to  oor 

ceUtioos  with  Aiiierica4    He  heard  with 

great  satisfaetioB  thai  part  of  tbe  Speech 

wrbicb  stated  Hw  amicable  settlement  of 

4b«  aOsir  jxetween  the  Leopstd  and  the 

Chf»pr>h»v;  a&d  he.  una  f^aaad  ahp  to 


k/bQW  tbat  a  hope  was  expressed  ef  a  like 
final  D^ustment  of  all  tho  differences  be- 
tween this  country  and  tbe  United  States* 
It  WBS  bis  wish,  therefore,  to  abstain  from 
9my  discussion  which  might  not  be  id 
unison  with  the  temper  of  the  Speech  ; 
and  be  would  reserve  whatever  he  had  to 
say  on  this  subject^  until  tbe  event  of  the 
negociations  which  were  said  to  be  now 
pending  should  be  made  known. —Tlie 
last,  and  by  far  the  most  important  topic 
of  iIm  Speech,  was  thai  which  related  to 
the  affairs  of  Ireland.  Ireland  was.  of 
more  moment  to  Great  Britain,  than  any 
thing  which  regarded  oar  external  rela« 
tions  with  Spain  or  the    United  States; 


primary  and  vital  importance,  the  Speech 
had  confined  itself  to  a  ptltry  mention  of 
the  Kate  of  iu  revenue.  It  was,  to  be 
sure,  satisfactory  to  hear  that  Uie  finances 
of  Ireland  were  in  an  improvhfig  state ; 
but  was  it  not  infinitely  more  important 
to  enquire  into  tbe  state  of  the  people 
from  whom  that  revenue  was  drawn?  If  it 
wasrighttocnitivate  the  financial  resouncea 
of  Ireland,  was  it  not  of  far  greater  conse« 
quence  to  attempt  to  secure  the  afiectiona 
of  its  people  ?  to  endeavour  to  strengthen 
the  British  empire  by  establishing  har- 
mony in  all  iu  partt?  He  eoDfesaed^ 
that  the  present  time  was  most  unfit  for 
entering  into  the  discussion  of  the  fnestion 
of  Ireland ;  and  particularly  so,  as  he  un* 
derstood  tbat  the  right  hon.  gentleman^ 
the  secmtary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  W.  Pule), 
could  not  aittttid  in  his  place  on  account 
of  illness.  He  wooM  not  wish  to  presa 
the  business  of  Irdand  to  a  premature  dis* 
coaston,  in  the  absence. of  that  right  hen. 
gentleman ;  bat  it  was  his  firm  conviction^ 
tlmt  a  aolemn  and  speedy  inquiry  into  the 
state  of  that  country  was  absolutely  neces- 
sacy.  When  he  stated  geaevally  the  ne* 
cessity  of  inquirhig  into  tbe  elate  of  Ire* 
land,  he  begged  not.  to  be  understood  aa 
even  hinting  ^at  any  other  measone  short 
of  tbat  great  one  called  Emancipation 
conld  effectaally  save  tbat  xowitry.  It 
was  that,  and  tbat  alone,  which  conld 
compose  her  diaeontents,  nod  lay  the 
foundation  of  her  prosperity,  as  wtoll  aa 
render  Ibeenspire  in  geneval  what  it  was 
capable  of  being.  Unden  this  conviction^ 
he  tbooght  that  no  time  ousht  to  be  lost  isi^ 
bringing  the  affeira  of  Ireland  befone^the 
House ;  and,  indoed,  ha  knew  tbat  .no 
time  would  he  lost,  as  an  hon.  firiend  o£ 
his  was  detertnined.  to  give  notice  of  • 
notion  ibr  that  guKfiose  op  a  T*ry  near  day. 
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httd  hoped  timt  the  ommU  pttraued  by  aa 
hon.  genu  in  lUUng  hbreatont  for  not 
ftgr^Qg  with  (he  AiMndmefit,  wmrid  htte 
been  generally  adopted^  and  all  diacattion 
thertmr  presented.  Bat  at  aomething  had 
fallen  from  the  right  hon.  gent  who  had 
laat  addreaiad  them,  which  might  probably 
give  rtae  to  aooM  obaerTation*  he  thooght 
it  neeeiiary  jost  to  tar  a  few  words  on 
thoae  aobjecia  which  he  had  touched  opon. 
If,  howefvr,  the  debate  ahould  extend  to 
any  length,  and  he  had  no  nnana  of  jnd^ 
ing  that  it  would  not,  he  hoped  the  privi- 
lege would  be  granted  him  of  remarking 
on  any  tolNecti  which  might  be  atarted. 
As  to  the  nrst  point  oa  which  the  right 
hoff  gent  had  obienred,  he  folt  it  proper 
to  state,  that,  by  the  terms  of  the  Amend* 
ment,  the  House  would  be  pledged  to  no- 
thing more  than  an  opinion,  that,  under 
the  circumstances  of  his  Majesty^s  present 
indisposition,  it  waa  ri^t  that  an  arrange* 
ment  for  his  coafenience  and  coaifort 
should  be  made.  Bat,  as  to  the  extent 
and  mode  of  that  arrangemeal,  it  amst  be 
the  subject  of  futi|re  consideration,  whea 
the  proposition  was  regularly  auKle.  The 
same  obserTation  would  apply  to  the  se* 
cond  point  In  Yoimg  for  the  Amead* 
meat,  couched  in  iu  present  language,  ao- 
thtna  else  could  be  supposed,  thim  that 
the  House  would  give,  such  supplies  to 
carry  on  the  great  oenlest  in  Spaia  and 
Portugal,  as  they  shoukl  think  fit,  when 
the  subject  waa  bcoaght  folly  before  thofpiL 
In  what  manner  that  contest  was  to  be 
maintained  and  supported,  to  what  extent 
auppltes  should  be  mated,  aad  in  what 
direction  they  should  be  particularly  ap* 
plied,  were  questions  which  would  be  open 
to  the  animadversion  of  every  gentlemaa 
in  that  House,  as  completely  as  if  be  had 
aot  voted  for  the  Amendment.  He  agreed 
with  the  renmrfc  which  the  right  hon.  gent 
had  made  on  the  subject  of  the  American 
negociatiotts.  It  certablv  was  not  desire* 
able  that  any  discussion  should  take  place 
on  that  topic,  while  the  business  was  still 
pending,  as  stated  in  the  Speech  they  had 
leoently  heard  read— atill,  however,  it 
irould  anqueationably  be  competent  ht 
any  hon.  member,  at  a  foture  tttiie,  to  in- 
troduce whatever  observations  he  thought 
proper,  on  the  state  of  Ae  relatioBs  be* 
tween  the  two  countriea.-— The  right  hon. 
gent  complaiaed,  that  the  Speeoh  had  aot 
taken  aay  notice  of  the  afiairs  of  belaadi 
forther  than  the  statement  of  an  improved 
refanae  in  tha-  preatnl  y^v» 


l'  JWrjfc. 
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with  that  which  bad  passed.  Now,  it  ap« 
peered  to  him,  that  the  right  hon.  gent, 
bad  hiomelf,  by  his  own  admission,  ffi^cn 
tfttom^  evidence  of  the  propriety  of  ab- 
staining from  any  specific  and  particular 
statement  relative  to  the  situation  of  Ire* 
land;  for  having,  in  the  first  instance, 
mentioned  it  as  a  blameable  omission,  in ' 
the  very  next  sentence,  he  observed,  Uiat 
he  would  not  then  go  at  large  into  the  sub- 
ject, as  he  conceiv^  it  would  not  be  right, 
when  the  Speech,  Address,  and  Amend* 
meat,  were  before  the  House.  Surely,  if 
the  ri^t  hon.  gent  was  of  that  opinioa, 
be  might  have  thought  that  those  whose 
doty  it  was  to  frame  the  Speech,  would 
feel  the  propriety  of  exdodinj^  from  it>  as 
preauitture,  at  tfaie  present  period,  the  sub* 
ject  to  which  he  aad  aUuded.  Surely,  if 
he  nowconsidered  such  a  discussioa  onad  vis- 
able,  he  might  alao  beKeve,  that  it  would 
not  have  beea  right  for  the  officers  of  the 
crown  to  press  the  subfect  m  such  a  man- 
ner on  the  House,  as  would,  in  all  probabi- 
lity^ have  provoked  that  debate  he  had  de- 
precated. It  nrast  be  evideot  to  every 
impartial  man»  that  it.woaM  be  peculiarly 
imoroper  to  bring  forward  the  state  it 
Inuaad  at  present;  to  force  it,  as  it  were^ 
upon  the  attention  of  pariiaaaeat,  whea  tha 
great  qoestioa  which  agitated  that  coun- 
try was  on  the  point  of  undergoing  legal 
discdstioa. — He  hoped  these  few  observa- 
tions would  be  lo<»ed  upon  as  a  full  an- 
swer to  what  the  right  h6B.  gent  had  said. 
As  to  the  notice  which  he  had  given,  it 
uadoubtedly  was  competent  for  overr 
geatleman  to  briog  forward,  for  the  coasi- 
deratton  of  the  lumae,  aay  subject  whidt 
bethought  fit;  bat  he  trusted,  that,  oa  so 
important  a  topic,  sach  a  fair  aad  liberal 
Botice  would  be  givea,  as  to  msare  the  a^ 
teodance  of  the  ritfht  ban.  gent  to  whom 
he  had  alluded.  In  the  present  sitoatioa 
of  the  debate,  he  did  not  feel  it  necessary 
to  say  more.  He  would  only  state,  that  it 
had  been  the  anxious  wish  of  the  noMa 
lord  who  moved,  and  of  the^  hoB»  fent* 
who  seconded,  the  AaMndment,  so  to  form 
the  Address,  that  no  pledge  should  be  re- 
quired or  ^ven  by  it,  oxcept  that  the 
causa  of  %>ani,  constituted  as  it  now  was^ 
ahouU  aot  ha  abandoned.  But,  as  he  had 
before  observed^  how  that  cause  was  to  ba 
supported,  what  supplies  were  to  be  grants 
ed,  aad  ia  what  manner  those  aids  were  to 
ba  applied,  were  poiats  left  opeo  for 
future  discussioa.  He  hoped,  by  survey* 
iag  aad  treating  the  Speaeh  ia  tlmt  aiaa- 
aer»  he  JhmI  miiotad  dlaatq^ctioaf  whkk 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


•J 


AnriMAtMi  af^  SitMfi^$  C^tuwiL 


Jjof.  i,  UIM. 


[wr 


tiM  rig^  kM.  f  Mt  had  tiiltd  Ugaintt 
▼•tmg  for  the  Amendmeti^ 

Mr.  Hmoaiy,  in  ezplaiMition,  ttid^  the 
righi  km.  gent,  •eemed^froni  the  obeerTao 
fioos  lie  had  mtde,  to  heve  misunder- 
etoed  what  bad  fallen  from  him  on  the 
ONumer  in  which  Ireland  was  mentioned 
in  the  Speech  and  in  the  Amendment, 
whiefa  of  coorte  waa  originally  intended 
for  ihe  Addreu.  He  (Mr.  Ponsonby)  had 
ohterved,  that  the  Speech  and  the  Addreis 
of  the  noble  lord  were  entirely  silent  as  to 
anjr  recommendation  to  parliament  to  in- 
qmre  into  the  general  tute  of  Irehmd. 
Thia  he  conceived  blameable.  Such  men- 
tioD  might,  however,  have  been  made« 
without  then  going  into  the  subject ;  .for  a 
diacoasion  on  the  situation  of  Ireland,  on 
the  presait  occasion,  would,  in*  his  opi- 
nion, be  wrong.  But  the  right  hon.  gent. 
baving  entirely  forborne  to  reconunend  to 
the  House  the  consideration  of  the  sute  of 
Ireland,  he  thought  it  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  subject  should  be  brought  before 
tfaem  ;  and  at  an  early  day  an  hon.  friend 
of  bis  would  press  it  on  their  attention. 

Colonel  DOkn  said,  that,  with  respect  to 
she  war  in  the  peninsula,  so  far  from  ob- 
jecting to  those  sttpplies  which  had  been 
granted,  iie  was  willing  to  pledge  himself 
to  any  future  support  which  the  exigen- 
ciea  of  the  cause  might  demand.  But  he 
diaapproTed  of  the  Address  of  th^  noble 
lord,  on  account  of  a  proper  mention  of 
the  alate  of  Ireland  being  omitted. 

The  question  being  now  loudlv  called 
for,  strangers  were  ordered  to  withdraw. 
Tbe  Houae  then  divided  on  sir  F.  Burdett's 
Address,  when  there  appeared 

For  if 1 

Against  it. ; 238 

Majority ...., -.—.5257 

Tbe  Amendment  of  lord  Jocelyn  was 
then  put  and  carried  without  a  dlvtsion. 

List  qf  the  Mmorky. 
Cathbert,  J.  R.  . 

TELLERS. 

Burdett,  $ir  F, 
Codhrane,  Lord 


BOUSl  or  COMMONa. 

Wtdnesday,  January  8. 

DfiCfciiaATioiis  ofThe  Quben's  Covmcil 
atsFScnNO'  the  Kind's  Health.]  Mr. 
Secretary  Ryder  presented,  by  command 
of  Uie  Prince  Regent,  tbe  following  De* 
^hvaUona : 

(VOL.  XXI.) 


PtcLAiATioN  of  the  Members  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's Council;  respecting  the  atat# 
of  his  Majesiy^  health  :-3)ated  Oct. 
5th,  1811. 

Windsor,  Oct.  5th,  1 8 1 1 . 
^  We  die  underwritten,  members  of  the 
council  appointed  to  asaist  her  Majesty  inr 
the  execution  of  the  trusu  committed  to 
her  Majeaty,  by  virtue  of  the  statute  paased 
in  the  51st  year  of  his  Mdesty's  reign, 
intituled,  « An  act  to  provide  for  tbe -ad- 
/  ministration  of  the  royal  authority,  and 
'  for  the  care  of  his  Majesty's  royaLper* 
'  son,  during  the  continuance  of  his  Ma» 
'  jesty's  illness,  and  for  the  resumpiion  of 
'  the  exercise  of  the  royal  authority  by  hit 
'  Majesty ;'  Having  duly  met  together^ 
this  5th  day  of  October  181 1,  at  the 
Queen's  Lodge  near  to  Windsor  Castle  ^ 
and  having  called  before  us,  and  examined 
upon  oath  the  physicians,  and  other  per- 
sons attendant  upon  his  Maje^y,  and 
having  ascertained  the  state  of  his  Ma* 
jestjr's  health  by  all  aucb  other  ways  and 
meana,  as  appeared  to  us  to  be  necessary 
for  that  porpoae,— Do  hereby  declare  and 
certify,  that  the  atate  of  his  Majesty^a 
health,  at  the  time  of  this  our  meetmg,  ia 
not  such,  as  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  re« 
sume  the  personal  exercise  of  his  royal 
authority. 

'«  That  his  Majesty's  bodily  health  doea 
not  appear  to  us  tol>e  essentiidly  altered 
since  tne  date  of  our  last  report. 

''  That  his  Majesty's  mental  health  ap- 
pears to  us  to  be  materially  worse  than 
It  was  at  the  time  of  ouf  last  report :  Upon 
the  grounds  of  the  protraction  of  the  dis- 
order, the  present  state  of  it,  tbe  doratiOQ 
of  accessions  of  the  disorder,  and  the  pe-> 
culiar  character  which  the  disorder  now 
assumes,  his  Majesty's  recovenr  is  repre- 
sented as  improbable  by  one  of  the  physi- 
cians, and  as  very  improbable  by  all  tha 
other  physicians  in  attendance  upon  hia 


Iverting  on  the  other  band  to  the 
state  of  his  Majesty's  faculties  and  powert 
of  mind,  his  memory  and  perception,  the 
remaining  vigour  of  his  constitution,  and 
bodily  health,  some  of  the  medical  per- 
sons m  attendance  represent  that  they  do 
not  despair,  and  others  that  they  do  not 
entirely  despair  of  hia  Majes^'s  recovery. 
(Signed)  C.  Camtuae'. 

£.Eboe'. 

MoNTaosE. 

WlVCHlLSSA* 
ATLSSrOE]^. 

(E>  ElLEllBOEOUOa. 
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Declaration  of  the  Members  of  lier  Ma-  ^ 
jcsty's  Council ;  refpecting  the  state  of 
his  Majesty's  health  ^— Dated  4th  and 
5th  January,  1812. 

^  We  the  iHi4erwrittmi«  Bienbers  of  the 
coQDcil  appointed  to  aasbt'  her  Miyesty  iti  i 
the  execution  of  the  tmsts  cofnaiHied  ioi 
faer  Mcgetty,  by  virtue  of  the  itaMite  pasted ' 
in  the  5Ut  year  of  hU  Majesty's  reign, 
intituled,  '  An  aot  to  provide  for  tbe  »d- 

*  ministration  of  the  royal  authority,  and 
«  for  the  care  of  his  Mijesty't  royal  .per- 
'  aoa,  during  the  continuance  of  ^is  Mar 
^  jesty  V  ilhiees,  and  for  the  resumption  of 
''the  exerciae  of  the  roval  authorityhy  hb 

*  Majeaty  ;*'  Havlw  noly  met  together, 
on  this  4th  day  of  January  iBJ2,  at  the 
Queen's  lodge  near  to  Windsor  Castle ; 
«nd  harihg  called  bafete  ns,  and  examined 
upon  oath  the  phyiiciani,  and  other  per- 
aons  attendant  upon  his  Majesty,  and 
baiving  asoertainea  liie  *aMe  of  his  Ma-* 
jesty's  health  by  all  sucfa  ways  and  means^ 
fti  appeared  to  us  to  be  necessary  for  that 
parpose,^--*Do  hereby  declare  and  certify. 
That  the  state  of  his:Ma^/s  health,  at 
the  time  ol  this  oar  meeting,  is  not  such, 
as  to  enable  his  Majesty  lo  Ksume  the 
personal  exercise  of  bis  royal  authority. 

"That  his  Majesty's  bodily  health  ap* 
pears  to  us  to  be  as  good  as  at  any  of  the 
periods  of  our  former  reports. 

"  That  his  Majesty's  mental  health  ap- 
pears to  us  not  to  be  jrorK  than  at  the 
period  of  our  last  report. 

"  That  all  the  physicians  attending  his' 
Majesty  agree  in  stating,  that  they  &ink 
hfai  Majesty's  complete  and  final  recovery 
improbable ;  difiering  however  as  to  the 
degree  of  such  improbability ; .  some  of 
them  expressing  themselves  as  not  de* 
spairing,  others  as  not  entirely  despairing ; 
and  one  of  them  representing,  that  be 
eadnot  help  despairing  of  such  recovery. 
(Signed)  C.  Cantuae*. 

B.EaoR'.      , 

MONTROSB. 
WiNCHILSEA. 

Atlbsford. 

£ldon. 

Ellenborouch. 

W.  GsAhT. 
^'Shortly  "After  tbe  above  report  bad 
been  readm  the  presence  of  .all  the  jphv- 
aicians,  and  obe  of  the  members  ot  the 
council 'bad 'left  Windsor,  the  physician 
alluded  to,  in' the  last  clause  of  the  report, 
stated  in  writing  te  the  other  members  of 
the  council  thMi  remaijiing  at  Windsor, 


'  That  he^bed  unguardedly  madtf  iM  of  uk 
'  expression,  which  he  was  ^pprehensiru 
'  nnght  carry  a  meaning  far  bajrond  wimt 

*  he  intended  to  express ;  and  aeqaesled  to  i 
'  be  allowed  to  correct  it ;  andassoped  thai 
<  council,  that  whilst  he  thought  the  iaal^ 

*  recovery  of  his  Mi^jesty  veiy  unproban 
'  bla,  he  by. no  means  despaired  of  it.' 

"  Tiie  members  of  tbe  council  to  wboaa 
tbe  above  statement  was  .made  '(iiaving 
sworn  the  physician  alluded  to,  to  tba 
■truth  thereof)  afterwards  communicated 
the  same  to  the  whole  oouncil,  aaaambLed' 
this  5th  day  of  January  ;  who  have  deiMa-* 
ed  it  right  to  sul^oin  tto  fact  to 'the  afaoue 
declaration. 
(Signed) 


St.  James's  Square, 
Jao.  5th,  1812. 


C.  Cahthar'. 
£.£a^'. 
Mom-noaB. 
WiMomkinA. 

AYLBSfOin. 

£i.noif. 
HLLBMUoaoum. 

W.  OaAMT.'' 


.  Thb  Lords'  ComiBssioitBas  Smum.l' 
Lard  Jocelyn  appeaaedat  the  bar  wHn 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  tbe  Ad- 
dress. On  the  question  that  the  Beport  ba . 
brought  up, 

Mr.  WkMrnad  said,  that  he  should  avail 
himself  of  that  opportunity  to  daalars^ 
those  sentiments  which  a  particular  and 
unexpected  occunence  of  yesterdi^  J^ 
.prevented,  and  should  state  his  reasons  t»' 
the  House  for  notagreetn^tothe Address. 
In.  the  early  part  of  it,  whieb  speira  of  bia 
Mi^jr's  situation  in  a  mnnnar  they  muat 
all  feel  to  be  applicable,  he  perfectly  coiw. 
curred ;  but  there  were  other  parts  which, 
consistently  with  his  duty  as  a  member 
of  parliament,  he  felt  it  incumbent  on  him 
to  oppose.  Indeed,  the  only  exceptibo 
he  folt  hioiself  bound  to  make,  in  addition 
to  the  one  already  stated,  was  in  favour  of 
the  congratulation  on  tbe  conduct  and 
bravery  of  his  Majesty's  troops,  especially 
in  the  action  under  general  Hill.  He 
must  also  be  disposed  to  acknowledge  the 
merits  of  lord  Wellington,  who,  if  be  had 
lately  done  nothing  to  advance,  might  at 
least  be  said  to  have  done  nothing  that 
could  derogate  from  a  fame  which  might 
rank  among  the  greatest  of  antient  or  of 
modern  times.  But  knowing  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  country  towards  the^ cause' in 
which  they  were  embarked ;  knowing 
that  no  efibrt  which  ministers  could  make, 
wais  led  unmade  ;  knowing  tliat  no  voice/ 
from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other/ 
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cryed  out  flgmn$t  s^pplyingi  mcl  supply- 
m^  ttt  dbatSfonee,  the  ibeam  which  were 
wccgsiry  ibr  iutha  purpose ;  and  seeing 
ttlose  mediM  entruAea  «»  one  oF  the  best 
^Acera  of  b«  nation,  an  officer  capable  of 
coping  wM  ihe  best  generals  of  France — 
•o^ing-  this,  and  4h%n  looking  to- the  pre- 
sent stale  of  the  peninsnla,  he  «(Aild  not 
agree  to  h«ld  oni  to  the  Prince  Regent  and 
to  the  coiAitry,  a  langmrge  which  his  ex- 
ptrienee  mott  tdlhiaa  it  was  rtsh  to  use, 
wn4  cateolated  to  excite  hopes  which  mutt 
m  the  end  be  dented.  It  was  impossible 
ibr  any  imagmation  to  picture  how  greater 
eibrts  ceroid  be  made,  or  put  into  hands 
aaore  capable  of  turning  them  to  the  beat 
ad>vantage-  than  those  entrusted  to  lord 
WeHington  for  the  defence  of  the  penin- 
sula. Bat,  what  was  the  cddseqiiience  of 
ftHfehis^  we  were  tol^  that  the  danger  of 
Spafin  was  not  increased;  that  her  diffi- 
culties only  inspired  h^r  to  more  connect- 
•d  efibrtr;'  we  were  Ud  to  believe  by  the 
Speech  whtch^was  put  into  the  mouth  of 
the  Prinee  Regent,  that  the  cause  was 
itiU  prosperous  afler  the  French  had  ob- 
tained repeated  successes,  and  were  in 
Military  possession  of  Spain.  This  lan- 
guage was  held  forward  when  vte  knew 
Uiat  the  cause  had  suffered,  that  Valencia 
ssas  not  hkely  to  struggle  long,  that  Sa- 
gontmn  wb^  taken,  that  Badajoe  had 
Mien,  and  that  the  attempt  on  Ciudad 
RoUrigo  had  been  abortiTe  ;  when  we  saw 
that  what  was  called  the  possession  of 
P6«%agal  by  lord  Wellington  had  ^nded  m 
a  retreat,  that  after  htving  pursued  Mas- 
sena  to  the  frontier,  he  was  now  obliged  to 
Ml  back,  and  to  confess  that  he  had  not 
Bwnbers  sulftcient  ta  justify  the  hazard  of 
^  battle.  Untler  such  circumstances  was 
this  language  used,  and  under  such  cir- 
cumstances he  fek  himself  called  upon  to 
fSfist  it.  For  his  Oart,  he  did  not  see 
what  hope  could  be  entertained.  The 
nore  he  allowed  the  merhs  of  the  cause  ; 
the  more  he  allowed  the  zeal  of  the  in- 
vAt4 ;  the  more  he '  allowed  that  the 
whole  heart  of  £ng<and  went  along  with 
them  in  their  resistance ;  the  more  he  al- 
lowed the  abtlitiM  of  lord  Wellington  and 
ths  valour  and  discipline  of  British  sol- 
diers: the  more  was  he  inclined  to  de^ 
spood,  to  despair  of  success,  on  looking  to 
the  resuH-  of  all  these  favourable  combi^ 
nations.  When  he  was  called  upon  to  say 
that  he  wovdd  give  his  support  to  this  war, 
net  only  to  the  extent,  but  even  beyond 
tbe  extent  to  which  it  had  heretofore  been 
gftscn^  and  thai  withenl  onpiiry  or  expla- 


nation, he  must  hesitate  and  refuse.    If, 
indeed,  they  were  to  pledge  themselves  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  present  hystem»  ~ 
there  were  circumstances  which  should 
accompany  the  request  in  order  to  justify 
the  pledge.    He  should  like,  for  instance, 
to  have  stafted  to  the  House  the  opinions 
of  those  who  were  most  qualified  to  de- 
cide upon  the  subject ;  he  should  be  glad 
to  knew  what  lord  Wellington  himseifi 
thought  as  tothe  final  issue  of  the  contest : 
perhaps  under  the  sanction  of  such  an  an* 
thority  be  might  agree;  but  without  that, 
without  any  thing,  without  even  a  sanguine 
tone  in  the  Speech  of  the  Prince  Regent, 
he  could  not  reconcile  himself  to  such  a- 
vote. — He  would  also  be  glad  to  know 
what  was  the  situation  of  Spain  With  re* 
spect    to    bier  colonies;    he  knew  that 
through  all  the  continent  of  America  they- 
^re  in  a  state  of  insurrection  against  the 
mother  country.    He  was  aware  that  our 
ffovernment  had  sent  out  persons  to  me- 
diate between  them,  but  he  wished  to  know 
whether  that  mediation  was  accepted  by 
the  government  of  Cadiz,  whether  it  had 
begun  to  act,  and  what  progress  it  had 
made?  He  should  also  be  glad  to  know, ^ 
as  he  was  on  the  subject  of  our  foreign  re^ 
lations,  what  had  become  of  certain  diplo- 
matic persons— *wby  Mr.  Liston  and  sir 
Robert  Wikon  were  now  In  London  ?  For 
what  reason  they  bsd  not  proceeded  to 
their  destinations  ?  and  whether  there  was 
any  hope  that  the  objects  of  their  appoint- 
ment would  be  accomplished  or  attempted. 
— There  was  another  question  to  which  he 
WGo\d  wish  to  have  an  ansWer.  '  He  de-^ 
sired  to  be  informed  upon  the  static  of  ouc  • 
army — our  #hole  army  on  the  peritnsula  ; 
whether  it  #as  hi  a  ftourishing  condition  I 
whether  the  rsmks  were  full }  whether  they 
would  be  kept  up  ?  and  whether  they  were 
capable  of  making*  an  ^IR>rt  ^— Upon  aN! 
these  points  he  required  iiiformation,  and 
he  thought  the  House  sliould  deKbieirate  on 
them   cautiously   before  they  'coAimitted 
them«;elves  to  the  full  extent  required  by 
the  Address;-^There  was  anotbi^  topic  on 
which   lie*  could  ndt   agree;  because  it 
hekl  out  a  delusion  to  th^  Frinc^  Regent, 
by  applying  tbte  expression  conciliatorr 
measures  to  our  paist  negociatRms  with 
America.     He  could  ndt  speak  ef  tbe  same 
conciliatory  measures  which  welre  before 
adopted,  wtien  he  did  not  believe-that  con- 
iciliatovy  measures  were  adopted   before. 
He  had  stated  in  the  course  of  last  session, 
his  opinion  of  the  neglect  with  which  the 
AoNftkiin  flmister  was  treatod  by  a  mi- 
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nitier  of  this  country,  the  marqnit  WeU 
Ictley.  He  had  mo?ed  for  papers  calca- 
lated  to  throw  a  light  opon  that  •abject^ 
bat  the  minister  and  the  House  had  re* 
fused  them.  Instead  of  a  spirit  of  concilia* 
lion,  the  measures  of  our  ministers  towards 
America  appeared  to  him  to  have  been 
conceived  in  the  spirit  of  commercial  sub« 
jugation.  When  those  measures  were  first 
proposed,  they  were  denounced  by  many, 
as  calculated  to  plunge  us  into  a  war.  but 
no  change  was  made  in  the  system  after 
four  year's  experience  of  its  mischiefs. 
On  the  contrary,  resort  was  had  to  the 
basest  subterfuge,  and,  up  to  this  moment, 
it  was  pertinaciously  persisted  in.  when 
America  was  about  to  pot  herself  in  a  si- 
tuation to  ally  with  France  and  oppose 
our  obstinacy  by  a  war.  If  a  minister  at 
the  head  of  the  foreign  departquent  had 
4)bserYed  a  contumelious  silence ;  if.  when 
demands  were  complied  with,  no  answer 
i^as  returned  ;  if,  when  a  fact  was  stated, 
a ^t denial  was  given  to  that  fact;  if  a 
minister  was  sent  out  to  make  demands 
^hich  America  would  not  concede  to. 
could  he  call  that  the  spirit  of  conciliation  ? 
^  If  so.  a  spirit  of  conciliation  had  certainly 
,  jfOTerned  our  councils!  America  had 
published  the  papers  that  had  passed  be- 
tween Mr.  Foster  and  Mr.  Monroe.  Did 
they  disclose  such  o  spirit  ?  The  fact  was, 
that  we  had  acted  in  a  spirit,  and  upon 
principles,  which  any  government  that 
adopted  must  reckon  upon  never  being  at 
peace.  It  was  said  that  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  DecrefBS  were  not  repealed,  but 
America  was  satisfied  that  they  were. 
(Hear,  hear !  from  the  ministerial  benches). 
She,  he  would  repeat,  was  satisfied  that 
'  they  were ;  but  she.  it  seems,  must  borrow 
ivisdom  from  the  minister  of  Great  Bri- 
tain; she  must  call  in  the  assbtance  of 
Jthat  minister  who  had  brought  such  bless- 
ings on  his  own  country,  and  such  disaster 
^  upon  i^  enemies ;  of  that  minister  who 
bad  endeavoured  to  withhold  bark  from 
the  French  hospitals,  and  who  had  made  a 
desart  of  the  Exchange :  she  must  borrow 
wisdom  from  him1  Such  was  the  confi- 
dence which  ministers  had  in  the  system 
they  had  pursued  with  respect  to  that 
country,  that  he  had  no  doubt,  if  a  motion 
was  this  moment  made  for  papers,  they 
would  be  refused^  It  was  certainly  a 
matter  of  conftratulatien  that  the  difltrenee 
about  the  Chesapeake  was  adjusted;  if 
that  was  the  only  difference,  the  circum- 
.etance  had  been  happy  indeed ;  but  when 
bp  JWf  t|ia>#  09  tho  jrojnainio;  subjecu. 
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nothing  less  than  war  could  be  anttcipatedr 
he  must  withhold  the  compliment  required 
to  the  past  conduct  of  the  government*-* 
There  was  also  in  the  Address  a  great 
want  of  an  explicit  declaration  as  to  what 
was  intended  towards  the  East  India  com^ 
pany.  It  was  impossible  for  him  to  coo* 
elude  without  noticing  an  observatioa 
which  had  fallen  from  the  noble  lord 
(lord  Jocelyn)  on  the  former  night;  ha 
should  at  all  times  feel  himself  bound  l» 
notice,  in  order  to  express  his  abhorrenca 
of  such  maxims.  He  understood  the  nobia 
lord  to  have  stated,  that  it  was  impossibla 
to  make  peace  with  France  in  conse*- 
quence  of  the  personal  character  of  her 
emperor.  He  TMr.  W.)  did  not  recollect, 
in  all  the  details  of  history,  one  instance 
in  which  the  private  character  of  the  ruler 
was  advanced  as  a  reason  for  denying 
peace  to  the  people  of  a  country ;  he  saw 
no  reason  for  not  making  peace  with  hint 
in  whose  hands  the  destinies  of  Franca 
were  placed  at  present,  any  more  than 
with  the  Bourbons  when  they  presided  : 
and  the  contrary  opinion  was  always  t» 
be  discountenanced,  as  it  must  lead  to 
eternal  war;  or  rather  to  a  war  which 
could  only  end  in  the  extinction  of  either 
power.  It  might,  he  thought,  be  fore* 
seen,  which  must  fall,  in  a  contest  of  that 
description,  when  it  was  considered  that 
the  greatness  of  one  nation  was  artificial, 
while  the  greatness  of  the  other,  such  as  it 
was,  was  natural;  but  thincs  need  aoI 
come  to  that  pass ;  they  would  not ;  and^ 
ai  the  present  ruler  of  the  destinies  of 
France  was  likely  to  live  long  upon  the 
earth,  we  must  ne^ociate  with  nim  when* 
ever  an  opportunity  presented  itself.  He 
should  now  conclude  with  saying,  in  an- 
swer to  the  declaration  of  the  noble  lord, 
that  Buonaparte  had  been  baffled  in  his 
maritime  speculations,  would  to  God  that 
France  had  ships,  and  commerce,  and  co- 
lonies, for  then  we  should  have  peace ;  but 
until  then,  the  probabilities  were  against  it* 

Lord  Joafynt  in   explanation,    denied' 
having   made  any  declaration  against  a 
peace  with  Buonapart6. 

Mr.  Whitintad  said,  ;he  thought  he  had 
heard  such  an  expression  fall  fi*om  him  ; 
but  as  the  noble  lord  must  have  recollect* 
ed  what  he  said  better  than  he  could,  he 
was  satisfied  that  he  was  mistaken  in  the 
opinion. 

The  Ck(mcM)r  qf  ikeExckeguer  said  be 
confessed  that  the  concluding  sentence  of 
the  hon.  gentleman's  speech  had  furnished 
him  with  a  due  to  m  otgectione  jfainei 
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tbe  tjttem  ponoad  by  bit  m9iimiy*%  fro* 
vemmMit,  m  if,  indeed,  he  wm  anxioot 
Ihmt  Boooaparl^  sboold  hvft  sbipt ;  if,  in- 
dead,  be  WM  anzioiM  that  he  tboold  have 
coloiiiet  and  CMMnarce,  it  could  bardlr  be 
expected  thai  be  fboold  approre  of  the 
•yatea  epon  which*  bis  maj^ity^s  govern- 
ment had  acted«  or*  of  those  endeavoora 
which  were  intended  and  calcaltted  to 
depriTO  him  of  all.  Bat  aa  he  (the  Chan* 
cellerof  the  Excheqaer)  would  rather  fol- 
low the  hon.  gentleman's  speech  throegh 
the  series  of  topics  it  coniained  with  is 
mncb  regalarity  as  possible,  he  shoald 
leave  the  conclusion  tor  the  present,  and 
cammence  with  noticing  the  conceptions 
of  the  hon.  gent,  with  regard  to  the  affitirs 
of  Spain  and  Portugal*  and  the  characters 
^  hopekisoess  and  desperation  in  which 
be  bad  described  |he  war.  And  here  he 
woald  wish  to  bring  back  to  the  recollec* 
lion  of  the  HoosOj^  the  state  in  which  the 
war  stood  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  ses- 
sion: he  would  wish  to  bring  back  to 
Ihair  recollection  the  opinions  and  fears 
and  prophecies  of  the  hon.  gent,  and  to 
aatreat  them  to  contrast  the  prospect  he 
than  drew  with  the  reality  of  the  present 
scene ;  they  would  find,  on  such  a  com- 
parison, that  bis  fears  were  unfounded,  that 
hia  expectations  were  falsified,  that  his  pro- 
phacias  were  erroneous ;  and  yet  the  hon. 
geat.  was  prepared  upon  the  same  grounds 
of  apprehension,  namely,  the  b^ts  of 
BooaafNurt^,  to  repeat  his  prophecies— 
**  Dettroj  tlM  vsb  of  proplMcy  in  vtla, 
Tlie  creAture's  at  hit  dirty  woit  afaio." 

(A  lautth.)  After  sfich  failoTM,  one  would 
rather  nave  thought  the  hon.  gent,  would 
bsve  hesitated  in  his  course,  and  not  hare 
continued  to  hold,  that  every  thing  the 
oiiemy  Taunted  he  would  do,  must  be  ac- 
coasplisbed,  or  that  it  was  impracticable  to 
peit  any  stop  to  the  career  of  "  this  spoilt 
ciMid  of  fortune.''  At  the  period  alkded  to, 
aa  at  the  present,  the  hon.  gent,  had  only 
ra-achoad  the  language  held  by  the  enemy ; 
bat  there  was  no  saying  that  they  might 
Bot  igain  be  disappointed.  At  the  com- 
flMneement  of  last  session,  we  were  to  be 
driven  into  the  sea,  and  were  not  to  have 
St  foot  of  ground  in  Portugal ;  but,  instead 
of  tfaeaa  boasts  being  accomplithed,  or  the 
gloomy  apprehensions  of  the  hon.  gent, 
laaliaed,  we  had  not  only  rescued  Portugal 
^om  the  enemy,  but  maintained  her  in 
aecuriiy  agaiam  his  utmost  efforts.  Since 
*his  had  been  achieved,  indeed,  a  new 
light  bad  been  discovered,  and  it  was 
i  that  it  woatd  9fltJiafa  bean  the  right 


coarse  for  tbr  F^nch  to  drive  aainlo  the 
sea,  but  that  they  should  first  conquer  Spain, 
and  leave  os  to  be  swallowed  up  at  tha 
last  after  we  had  been  permitted  to  waste 
oar  strenfftb!  Would  any  man  believe 
thia  ?  \l^old  any  man  believe,  that  if  it 
had  been  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  they 
would  not  have  driven  us  from  Portugal  ? 
Those  who  held  the  opinion,  that  Buona«^ 
part^  was  irresbtible,  and  that  it  was  in 
vain  to  oppose  his  designs,  wondered  that 
he  did  not  at  once  crush  this  army,  whieh 
not  only*  acted  in  every  point  to  the  frus* 
tration  of  his  design,  but  remained  in  op- 
poaition  to  him  on  the  peninsula,  to  his 
disappointment,  to  his  vexation,  and  to  his 
coanision.  Would  ha,  if  be  could  have 
prevented  it,  even  by  directing  a|^inst  it 
solely  and  entirely  the  whole  of  bis  force, 
have  suffered  this  ?  No  man  could  think 
it.  He  would  have  left  every  thing  else 
to  accomplish  our  ezpobion;  but  bis 
power  was  not  equal  to  bis  desire :  and 
the  country  he  ruled,  could  not  furnish 
him  with  the  means  necessary  to  eflfect  his 
most  anxious  purpose.  But  though  this  was 
his  opinion,  he  would  not,  therefore,  with 
that  presumption  with  which  he  charced 
the  enemy,  say,  that  though  heretotora 
baffled  and  defeated,  he  might  not  at  soma 
future  period  accomplish  that  object,  in  at» 
tempting  which  he  had  been  so  severely 
foiled ;  but  be  thought  it  might  fairly  ba 
argoed  from  a  retrospective  view,  that  wa 
might  continue  to  maintain  ourselves  in 
the  peninsula,  not  only  to  defeat  his  plans 
of  ambition,  but  as  a  standing  contrast  to , 
the  1)asest  villany  ever  exhibited  in  tha 
world.  (Slioutt  of  hear,  hear!)  Yea,  be 
maintained,  that  on  all  of  these  points  there 
never  was  a  more  striking  contrast  than 
that  which  appeared  in  the  conduct  of  the 
French  and  British  Government  upon  the 
peninsula ;  and  if  the  man  who  caused  it 
had  any  view  to  character  or  ambitioD,  it 
most  be  his  most  earnest  care  and  bosi» 
ness,  by  every  method  and  invention,  to 
keep  it  not  only  from  the  eye  of  the  penin* 
sula  but  of  the  world.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  could  by  no  means  agre% 
with  the  hon.  gent,  in  his  view  of  the  sab» 
ject.  On  the  contrary,  when  they  saw 
that  Buonapart6  .had  not  gained,  but  lost 
Portugal  since  the  beginning  of  the  last 
session,  they  had  reason  to  look  forward 
cheerfully  and  sanguinely,  and  to  indulge 
in  the  hope  he  had  oAmi  expressed,  and 
which  be  saw  no  reason  to  deparV  fitMn, 
that  the  enemy  had  touched  the  point  of 
hii  ambitioD#  a^d  would  halt  fina  fi>r  it  a 
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graW.  Bol  the  hon.  g«nt.  •pposke  hM 
other  ofMnrow.  He  deemed  BMDapartft 
mincible  ;  and  Ihot  •!!  ku  apparem  dis- 
aiten  were  only  ibe  resdt  of  design  to 
eoDqoer  Spain,  and  reserve  the  BriiMh  as 
it'  were  for  a  boiiiie.boache.  He  tmasiaed 
that  Valencia  must  immediately  hn.  It 
ntight  be  8o»  bat  it  bad  resisted  a  victorious 
army  for  a  month  since  the  battle  ef  Mor- 
▼iodro.  But  even  should  that  eity  be 
taken,  was  the  ccmseqaence  that  which 
the  hoD.  gent  bad  represented-^namely, 
the  military  possession  of  the  country  ? 
For  his  part,  he  might  not  be  able  to  form 
an  idea  to  correctljrof  the  term,  as  those 
better  skilled  in  military  tactics ;  but  that 
dkl  not  appear  to  bim  to  be  militar}*  pos^ 
session  of  a  country,  where  no  cotinroy 
coald  proceed  without  a  numerous  escort, 
a  little  army  to  protect  it.  But  it  was  not 
•he  mere  conquest  of  towns  ^at  sub* 
dued  a  country ;  if  i^r  Tarragona  was 
aacked^f  after  the  patriots  met  defeat  at 
Ifurviedro,  the  enemy  found  behind  him 
a  greater  and  more  formidable  force  than 
that  which  opposed  hiaprogreu,  it  could 
Berer  be  said  that  he  had  obtained  mili- 
tary possession  of  the  land.  On  the  con- 
trary, such  an  appearance  warranted  the 
language  of  the  Speech,  that  the  spirit  of 
4he  people  remained  unsubdued,  and  that 
the  increase  of  dificalty  and  danger  had 
produced  more  connected  efforts  of  gene- 
ral resistance.  It  was  a  remarkable  fact, 
and  what  most  pre-eminently  claimed  for 
the  Spaniards  engaged  in  resisting  the  sla- 
very attempted  to  be  imposed  on  them, 
the  applause  of  the  existing  race  of  men, 
wkd  the  admiration  of  all  posterity,  not 
the  mamier  in  which  they  resisted  attack, 
but  that  in  which  they  survived  defeat. 
It  was  this  that  afforded  a  source  of  hope 
af  benefit  increasing,  and  a  happy  result 
at  last ;  for  it  was  evident,  that  with  all 
the  Buecesaes  of  the  armies  of  France,  no 
Impression  had  been  made  on  the  spirit  of 
^e  people  to  resist  Boonapart^,  and  the 
forces  emphyyed  to  carry  his  ambitious 
usurpation  into  effect.  He  was  therefore 
bold  to  assert,  that  the  state  of  afiatrs  had 
tftauerially  improved  since  the  beginning 
«r  last  session,  when  the  hon«  gent,  took  a 
aingvlarly-  gloomy  view  of  futurity,  and 
that-  there  were  at  thief  moment  fkinter 
itopes  for  France,  and  greater- hopes  for 
Bpaini  than  there  wete  last  year  at  this 
iimew*^After  disposing  ef  his.  prophecies 
-with  respect  to  the  peninsula,  the  hen. 
geot.  had  gone  on  to  put  a  string  of  q«M- 
iiooi.    Ha  had  asked  them^  what  they 
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bad  been  able  to  do  with  ail  the  force  they 
had  pat  in  motion  ^— If  they  had  done  ae* 
thing  mere,  they  had  sh^w»  him  that  IM 
was  utterly  mistalcen  in  M  hirtipprehaft-* 
sions  of  defoatand  danger,  as  they  had 
ppevenied  all  the  mischi^  SNid  evil»  resulta 
be  anticipated*  If,  indeed,  he  woukl 
only  take  the  trouble  of  putting  himself 
into  the  same  situation  he  was  in  Iast3reer» 
he  would  be  able,  at  once,  leeee  how 
much  they  had  accomplished.  The  bom 
ge»L  also  wished  lo  know  what  waa  hard 
Welliagtaai's  opinion  oo  the  subject  ef  tkm 
war«  If  he  had  only  eoniidered  for  a  m»« 
ment,  he  would  have  been  aware  of  the 
•mpoasibiliiy  of  indulging  him  in  tbia  i 
speet,  as,  whether  faveurable  er  oth4 
wise,  there  was  no  practicable  way  ef 
laying  the  matter  before  the  Heuee.  la 
truth,  it  would  not  only  bei  the  most  ioM 
politic,  but  the  most  unjust  thingtbat  ceald^ 
be  done,  to  develope  the  optoions  ami 
views  of  a  comUaander  upon  a  war  ill 
which  they  were  engaged ;  whether  a»ti« 
cipating  a  sucoessfd  remit,  or  eoe  o§  m 
ooatrary  deacription* — ^Anotlier  ef  the  benw 
gentleman's  inquiries  regarded  the  sitaa^ 
tioB  of  Spain  and  her  oolenies.  On  thii 
point,  all  he  coaki  say  was,  that  theagli 
the  situation  was  netwbal  could  be  wiahedj 
and  there  was  too  much  of  irritati«i  on 
both  sid«,  yet  ministers  had  the  consular 
tion  of  knowing  that  they  had  endeavoured 
most  ardently  to  instil  a  spirit  of  concilia* 
tion,  and  were  employed  in  an  atteaupt  bf 
.mediation  to  bring  the  mother  country 
and  the  South  Amertcah  provincet  to 
unite  in  amity  in  support  of  the  conmon 
cause.— With  respect  to  the  diplomatio 
appointments  ef  sir  Robert  Wilson  and 
Mr.  listen,/ a  fall  explanation  would  lead 
too  much  into  detail ;  and  he  woaM  there* 
fore,  on  the  present  oOcasion,  content  biau 
self  with  stating,  that  circa mstancea  had 
arisen  which  rendered  it  advisable  to  poau 
pone  for  a  time  missions  which  were  origi* 
nally  expected  to  be  producitve  of  com^ 
derable  effects. — The  heat  question  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  was  about  the  miiftary 
force  employed  in  the  peninsala^  and  tm 
wished  to  be  informed  by  what  eapediaEit 
ministers  were  prepared  to  replace  the 
waste  which  he  suppoaed  to  have  takem 
place.  On  this  point,  he  had  pihe  pleaauct 
and  aatisfaction  to  inform  «he  hen.  gentle* 
man,  that  oerarmy  in  Spaiu  was  'at'  thit 
monient  lOjOOO  men  stronger  thao  it  waa 
last  year ;  -  and  thas  the  wasie,  whieh  had 
not  been  so  greai  as  the  hon.  geatlemaa 
and  ethers  ioagitied^  iiad  akeady  bmm 
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MW  siipplM^*^nol1ier^|OQitiim  iwAiiitJ 
%» tM  Jtate^^gr  telatiocis  wkfa  AnMfica; 
ttat  1m  hoptdtbe  iio«te  fN^nhl  be  lo  indolr 
gflfttasiiot  lo  aicribe  Um  mditpositioa  of 
Eb  Ife^ei^t  goveriufteiit  to  enter  into 
paiticalan  at  iJhe  pwnnfe  vammetkt,  .to  an 
iMibility  to  oiaka  tnalr  oaose  good,  aAd  to 
jtttlUy  aH  tlieir  aotions.  It  naver  woold 
batlie  duty  of  any  gorarament,  caen  for 
ike  povpoaeof  ▼inoicatMig  iU4>im«€ondoct, 
la  state  the  oondnot  whtcb  they  taxpa- 
rtaaced.  Nothing  eooid  ba  moreoalcn- 
ktad  lo  widen  and  inflaaae  those  diffeipAnces 
which  it  should  be  their  object  to  altay. 
%b  was  net  the  period  for  putting  the 
gOYarnoient  on  its  trial  for  diacaMingfthe 
oimdoct  of  England  to  America  and  that 
•f  Fmnce.*  If  the  hon.  gentleman  was, 
ladecd,  4if'opinioB,  that  Ametiea  adopted 
nothing  but  a  fair  neutral itT  iMtween 
ftaaoonnd  EnelaiMlt  brwonra  leave  him 
■idMBRaaion  of  that  opimon,  rather  than 
eaMMvovr  to  aonect  it  by  any  improper 
diadoaore.  He  would  allow  thi^  a  »war 
with  America'  would  -be  an  evil  to  6*eat 
Briiaitt ;  hot  he  also  iknew^  that  aoch  a 
w«r  weald  be  a  gaaater  eail  to  Aneriea) 
Aaanevil  to  Aaaerioa*  he  waamxioos  to 
avert  it;  he  leaked  opon  America  asac- 
oaisary.to.the  paoeperity and  weltee  of 
Great  Britain,  and  would  be  sony  to  see 
Iwr  impacfaaished,  crashed,  or  destroyed. 
(tA  hiigh  frem  the  Opposition  side.)  He 
dHdnot  mean  to  say  that  America  weald 
be  aottihilated  ?  bat  with  regard  .to  eom- 
■aerca,  and  all  the  adftanlages  to  be  de- 
fired  fpom  it,  he  was  confident,  she  might 
be  deprived  of  them.  A  war  with  Ame- 
riea  wonld^not  be  ad^antageonsto Bog- 
Inndt^biit it wonld  be  raineosto  America. 
Her  bia  o#n  part,  he  looked  at  the  prospe- 
liay  of  iLtMTica  as  accessary  to  that  of  this 
oonntry.  He  ahonld  net  wish  %a  see  Ane- 
rioa  smpoirerishcd,  mnch  lessteduced  in 
power,  or  aabdnad.  Snre  he  was,  that  no 
08ie*ceoldce^me  those  truly  conciliatory 
dtspositionsof  England  into  fear;  but,  he 
waa  of  opinion,  that  Enffland,  conscious  of 
bar  own-dUgaity,  could  bear  more  from 
America  for  paace^s  sake,  than  fram  any 
alber  power  .on  earth.  He  might  l>e 
wrong  in  the  new  he  had  taken  of  the 
Hpibject,  but  it  was  fair  to  allow,  by  a 
parity  of  supposition,  Uiat  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman nnght  be  wrong  also.-^As  to  the 
ye»ocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  De- 
erees,on  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
laid  such  a  atress,  few  people  would  go  to 
tbe  lenglb  of  b^lioTing  that  they  were 
ndaaHy  ravaked,  solely  on  tbe  ground 


that  it  was  aoasaertedbj  America.    Tbe 
hoo.  gentleman,  had  aatd,  that  her  waeld^ 
challenge  nnnistcrs  to  produce  a  single  in- 
stanoeof  those  Decrees  having  been  en». 
ferced  against  America.    Since  their  re«* 
▼ocation,  in  bis  opinion,  instances  of  that 
kind  wei^  most  numerous;  hat  without 
entering  into  detaib,  he  considered  *the 
rery  documeiit  whiolv  promised  the  rare* 
cation  of  those  Decrees,  as  a  re^aotmenl 
of  them,  and  as  a  confirmation  ot  tha 
psinciples  on  which  they  were  attempted 
to  be  established.     For  his  own  part,  ha 
never  had  believed  that  those  Decrees  had 
been  revoked;    be  had  never  seen  any 
official  document  to  that  effect,  and  if  such 
had  reidly  existed,  sorely  America  wouM' 
net  have  failed  to  produce  it,  considering 
that  the  whole  of  the  negotiation  hung  on 
that  single  point :  in  fact,  no  proof  ex- 
isted of  those  Decrees  having  been  e^er 
revoked.     A  promise  indeed  had  been 
b^  out,  tbat.they  would  be-revoked,  at' 
far  as  concerned  America,  by  a  given 
time,  provided  this  country  should,  in  tha 
mean  time,  revoke  her  Orders  in  €ooncil« 
and   renounce  her  system  of  blockade. 
The  other  alternative  jproposed  was,  that 
Aaaerioa  should  assert  and  maintain  tbe 
independence  of  her  flag.    How,  than, 
could  those  Decrees  be  considered  as  re- 
voked, when  none  of  those  requisite  eenr 
ditions  had  been  fulfilled  ?  Was  England, 
in  order  to  obtain  that  revocation,  to  aban- 
dan^her  ay  stem  of  blockading,  in  their 
ports,  the  fleets  of  the  enemy  ?     He  did 
not  mean  that  artificial  blockade  existing 
only  on  paper,  but  that  real  and  sobstan* 
tial  blockade,  solemnly  acknowledged  by 
the  laws  of  natioin  ;  a  system,  on  which  - 
the  safety  of  this  country  and  her  mari- 
time rights  so  essentially  depended;  a 
system,  which  had  so  efiectuaHy  prevented 
the  enemy  from  obtaining  his  farouriie, 
objects,  «<  ships,  colonies,  and  commerce.'* 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  would  then  ex- 
amine how  far  America  had  been  able  to 
execute  the  other  alternative  left  to  her, 
namely,  to  assert  and  maintain  the  inde- 
pendence of  her  flag.     As  to  what  that 
independence  was,  there  had  b^n  many 
versions,  but  one  had  been  lately  received 
from  Hamburffh,  by  which  an  American* 
vessel  was  6aid  to  be  '  denationalised'  if 
she  had  touched  at  a  Bi'itiih  port,  had 
been  visited  by  an  English  man  of  war,  or 
even  kept  company  with  her.    H^w.waa 
America,  the  right  hon.  ^ntleman  would 
ask,  to  assert  and  maintain  the  independ-' 
enoe  of  her  flag  so  defined ;  and,  in  case 
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of  W  not  complying  with  the  nocemry 
Goa^ilioii,  how  could  the  ohnoxioos  Be- 
,  creet  be  considered  u  revoked  ?  Were 
America  CTen  able  in  that  inttance  to 
comply^ with  the  wishes  of  France^  was  it 
likely  jSngland  would  consent  to  it,  as  it 
would,  in  factf  lie  giring  npr  the  right  of 
searching  merchant  vessels  for  English 
seamen  and  contraband  goods?  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  concluded  that  part  of  his 
speecn  by  expressing  a  hope,  that  nothing 
had. fallen  from  him  which  could  be  con* 
stmed  as  militating  against  the  concilia- 
tory measures  which '  it  was  the  most  sin- 
cere wish  of  ministers  to  follow  towards 
America4«^As  to  India,  which  had  formed 
another  topic  of  the  hon.  gentleman's 
soeech,  the  case  was  simply  this:  the 
coarter  of  the  East  India  Company  was 
▼ery  near  expiring ;  vast  acquisitions  of 
territory  had  been  obtained  in  that  part  of 
the  world ;  and,  under  the  existing  cir- 
cnmstances,  it  had  been  thought  adTisiU>le 
to  take  the  sense  of  Parliament  on  any 
new  system  which  might  be  adopted,  to 
secure  to  this  country  the  utmost  adran- 
tage  from  the  resources  of  our  Eastern 
empire.  This  was  a  subiect  for  future 
consideration,  and  any.  details  on  that 
head  would  have  been  ill  placed  in  the 
Speech.— As  to  the  abhorrence  expressed 
by  the  hon.  gentleman  at  the  doctrine  sup- 
posed to  be  held  out  by  his  noble  friend 
(lord  Jocelyn),  that  the  personal  character 
of  a  ruler  might  be  a  sufficient  ground  to 
refuse  entering  into  negociation  with  him, 
be  was  glad  to  jfind  that  his  noble  friend 
had  disclaimed  it,  as  he  certainly  did  for 
his  own  part ;  but  surely  his  noble  friend, 
or  any  other  gentleman,  might,  in  the 
coarse  of  debate,  allude  to  particularities 
in  the  character  of  such  a  ruler,  which 
rendered  peace  with  him  rather  improba- 
ble. The  right  hon.  gentleman  said  he 
nad  meant  merely  to  answer  what  had 
fallen  from  the  last  speaker,  and  having, 
es  he  trusted,  refuted  all  the  objections  he 
bad  made,  he  would  now  sit  down  with 
the  hopes  that  the  House  would  not  be 
prevented  by  the  gloomy  picture  drawn 
by  the  hon.  gentleman,  from  concurring 
in  the  Address  to  his  royal  highness  ,the 
Prince  Regent. 

Mr.  WkUlnread.  I  do  not  rise,.  Sir,,  te- 
explain,  but  to  demand  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  to  explain,  whether  he  meant 
any  personal  allusion  in  some  words  that 
£ill  from  him  that  appeared  to  me  to  be 
of  no  very  delicate  description. 

TheOitmeeUotqftkeExckefimr.  Icoold 
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have  meant  none.  Th%  lines  are  Pfp/f 
the  meuphor  is  that  of  a  M>ider  splnwig  « 
new  web  after  one  has  been  destroyed.  I 
thought  it  applicable  to  the  pertiaaci4Nis 
manner  in  which  the  hon.  gentleman  ap* 
peered  to  me  to  have  been  reviving  hh 
prophecies  over  again ;  but  I  do  assure 
him,  that  I  would  not  have  so  applied  it» 
could  I  hf  ve  imagined  that  he  would,  have 
so  construed  it ;  and  that  were  I  even  in* 
difierent  to  his  disapprobation,  which  I  am 
not,  I  could  not  he,  so  indifferent  to  my 
own,  as  to  descend  to  the  grossness  of  any 
such  personal  allusion. 

Mr.  Whithwd,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  explanation  given  by  the  right 
hon.  gent ;  and  I  am  sure  that  had  the 
same  words  been,  so  applied  to  him,  he 
would  have  felt  it  necessary  to  call  for  aa 
(explanation. 

General  TMtfon  conld  not  concdve  in 
what  respect  our  affairs  in  the  pei^nsola 
had  in  the  smallest  degree  been  improved. 
If  we  viewed  the.efihrts  of  our  aranes,  in 
what  bad  they  succeeded  ?  What  attempt 
had  lord  Wellington  made  in  which  he  had 
not  been  baffled  ?  He  made  the  most 
vigorous  effiMts  to  capture  Badajos;  had 
he  succeeded  ?  No ;  on  the  contrary,  hi 
addition  to  the  immense  loss  of  British  sol* 
diers,  even  25,000  Spaniards  had  been  do* 
stroyed,  or  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
French.  But  as  Badajes  was  a  place  of 
the  most  vital  importance  to  the  occupiers 
of  Portugal,  these  losses  were  not  denaoed 
too  much  to  obtain  possession  of  it ;  the 
battle  of  Alboera  could  haveno  othm*  object 
than  its  capture.  Though  victorious  in 
the  field,  were  we  succesnul  in  our  plan  ^ 
No,  certainly  not:  for  imuMdiateiy  we 
find  lord  Wellington  re-pass  the  Guadiane* 
As  to  Cindad  IlMrigo,  the  gallant  general 
could  not  imagine  we  had  been  more  sue* 
cessful :  although  lord  Wellington^  fiirc^ 
consisted  of  1 1  regimenu  of  cavalry,  52 
battalions  of  British  infantry,  besides  5  or- 
4,000  Germans,  afid  numerous  levies  of 
Portuguese  and  Spaniards,  yet  he  had* 
fisiled  in  two  attempu ;  the  French  force, 
only  three  divisions,  opposed  to  him,  were 
inferior  in  numbers,  yet  he  could  not  pre* 
vent  their  collecting. supplies,  advanciag^ 
(though  encumbered  by.  1,500  wa|^(ons)i 
and  throwing  succour  into  the .  place. 
Could  this  be  ai^  addition  to  ous  miJitapyc 
fame  ?  Could  these  discomfitures  entwinet 
laurels  round  the  brow  of  the  British  army  ^ 
Lord  Wellington  was  obliged  to  fly,  la 
desert  the  level  country,  uid  to  take  re-^ 
fuge  in  ravines  and   n^oontaim,   whicb 
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fibeltered  him  firotti  the  sncocMsfbl  foe ;  ttid 
#hen  all  these  cir^samitances  had  taken 
place  since  the  last  session  of  parliament, 
bow  could  it  he  said  oar  affairs  were  in  a 
more  prosperous  state  now  than  then? 
When  he  considered  the  differences  sob- 
sfeting  between  Spain  and  her  colonies/in 
South  America,  and  as  it  was  well  imown 
that  money  (which  she  drew  in  great 
abundance  from  thote  colonies)  was  the 
soorce  of  power,  the  sinews  of  war. 
When  be  heard  the  Cortes  declaring  that 
their  armies  were  in  want  of  e^ery 
thing,  arms,  amroonition,  and  ac^oatre- 
jnencs,  could  we  hope,  or  cottld  we  expect, 
a  fliVodrable  issue  to  the  present  con- 
test ?  The  so  moch  boasted  Guerilla  sys- 
tem, he  considered  as  the  most  expeditioua 
ptan  for  rendering  a  nation  savage,  vindic- 
dte,  and  cruel,  and  turning  its  soldiers  into 
freebooters.  Was  it  the  patt  of  a  generoui 
adly,  when  we  had  advineed  twelve  mil- 
lions for  her  aid,  and  marshalled  40,000  of 
our  men  for  her  defence,  to  bring  only 
fiOOO  men  into  the  field,  for  this  was  the 
ifMibef  of  Portuguese  johied  with  the 
fiHtish.  Thte  did  not  seem  to  be  the  con- 
duct e>f  men  engaged  in  a  contest  for  every 
tHing  which  rendered  this  life  taluable. 
Fttm  the  documents  which  vre  had  re- 
ceived from  lord  Wellington,  We  codld 
not  draw  the  consolatory  hope  that  their 
ftHure  exertions  would  compenMilo  for 
iHtk  former  dereliction  of  doty :  in  them 
#e  fcWttd  ev^  officers  accusedf  of  desert- 
itig,  sind  that  the  hospitals  at  Coimbra 
were  filled  with  fHighed  invalids,  While  we 
were  impoverishing  our  country,  ejtporting 
erdr  bullion,  and  circulating  a^  base  coin, 
^«dB(ie  of  which  the  hdn.  general  hirti- 
tfelf  had  tnadveriehtly  taken ;  he  meant 
the  Bristol  and  Bath  toltens.  Which  were 
tfcetwards  refused  to  be  Ukerf  from  him 
&b  the  r0ad  to  town,  ttkd  this  at  a  time 
When  we  piJd  20,000^.  a  year  kft  a  nifint) 
-i-wtr)te  the  peninMiht  had  be^n  draining 
•a  of  our  real  money,  and  we  hdd  been  la> 
tiahiiifg  the  bKudd  6f  our  brave  seldiera  in 
her  eauee,  these  our  inustrious  sMies  had 
isMker  dewrted  their  celoars,  or  lettered 
Ih^r  hOors  mglovioosly  in  an  hoTspitifl.-^ 
Wh«A  he  tm^ued  hi'S  eyes  towards  the 
aiMh  Of  Buro^,  be  eaW^tto  hu()es  6f  itt- 
alBtflnCe  arisinff  in  that  <(uarter|  he  be- 
lietd  Prussia  reduced  to  tfce  lowest  stale  of 
national  degradwtkm,  and  ob«erved|  wltb- 
dut  any  aatonishment,  an  edict  ianie  from 
ilife  emperor  nf  Ausci<ia,  tomMmdIng  a 
fiNM  atod  untttterrupted  fMksage  to  the 
Iroops  of  hia  august  cousin  trarouih  ant 
(VOL.  XXI.) 


p«rt  of  his denrfnioiis:  from  theae  obser- 
vations. It  wae  impossible  we  could  expect 
the  resuscitation  of  any  alliance  inimiad 
to  the  interest  of  the  French  emperor* 
These  were  times  of  difllcolty  and  danger  ; 
we  beheld  100,000  men  raised  by  our 
powerful  enemy;  these  meh  were  not 
destined  for  Spain ;  no,  but  lor  iho  d^ 
struction  of  England,  stripped  of  its  na*^ 
tural  defenders^  burdened  by^cessive 
taxes,  and  dispirited  at  seeing  fleets  tike 
out  as  fine  battalions  as  the  world  pro« 
doced,  and  one  ship  bringinff  home  their 
wretched  remains.  Here  the  hon.  ge^* 
neral  pathetically  mentioned  the  death  of 
general  Colman,  late  ser|ean^at-amla  of 
the  House.  The  cause  which  he  sop* 
ported,  and  which  he  would  continue  to 
support,  was  the  cause  of  truth,  and  in  which 
he  ^und  himself  aided  by  the  testimony  off 
our  best  historians,  Hume  and  Robertson^; 
who  always  reprobated  continental  wart 
as  injurious  to  the  real  Interest  of  Orea| 
Britain.  That  celebrated  statesman,  tbd 
late  Mr.  Fox,  had  wished  for  the  pencil  of 
Cervmtes,  to  depict  in .  their  true  c^ufd 
the  alliances  against  the  French  ^public 
How  much  the  more  would  he  desire  it 
now,  were  he  ative,  to  repretofft  the  IbtiM 
contest  in  which  we  were  engaged  agahiii 
a  nation  much  more  powerful  than  it  wad 
at  that  time,  and  whose  resources  were  ai 
the  disposal  of  a  rtfler,  in  whom,  frontf 
experience,  it  confided;  and  who,  at  th^ 
same  time,  knew  that  he  enjoyed  this  cor4 
fidence ;  for  what  but  a  knowledge  of  tht 

Eod  wishes  of  the  French  nation  couM 
ve  induced  Buonaparti  to  be  abtenf 
from  his  capital  for  more  than  seveit 
months.  The  hon.  general  concluded  b^ 
lamenting  that  we  had  engaged  In  a  ww 
which  hicd  cost  us  60,000  men,  and  hi 
which  we  had  expended  so  mmf  mUiM^ 
of  money. 

Mr.  Creeviy  observed,  fhft  it  had  hW 
tfaerio  been  usuad,  wheiiever  the  coontrr 
was  called  on  to  make  additielitf  sacn* 
fices,  for  the  Houte  to  be  fold  in  the 
Speech  frdfi  the  throne,  that  the  trade  and 
c^MMmerce  6f  the  nation  Were  on  the  itf^ 
crease/  and  that  the  revenue  was  bn^ 
proting.  Itfow,,  however,  they  had  beeii 
tofd,  nothing  of  this,  and  It  Was  knowft 
thm  the  revenue  otthe  conntrv  haid  eXp^ 
rienced  a  rapid  decHhe.  The  House  odgh^ 
ther^^e,  to  be  hi  pkiss^fiifoil  of  all  thh 
fkcts  on  tbit  liubject  beft>re  they  pToceedet 
fo  pledge  themselvea  to  i  continuance 
of  tfao  comiAelital  wiir ;  and  It  was  his  let* 
tehlion  to  submit  a  motien  to  Unit  p^irpm* 

(F) 
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^      HOUSE  OF  COBfMONS, 

•*-He  beliered  thtt  the  tikes  of  lait  yetr 
bad  experieoced  a  dtminulion  of  no  leu  a 
mua  than  Si  millions*  notwithstanding  ad- 
ditional taxes  had  been  imposed;  and 
that  those  taxes  which  composed  what 
went  by  the  name  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund*  had  also  experienced  a  decrease  of 
1|  inUlions,  making  in  all  a  diminution  of 
5  millions.  Ooght  not  the  House*  there- 
ibre*  to  be  put  in  possession  of  these  cir- 
camstances*  before  they  gave  a  pledse  to 
carry  on  the  present  system  of  wartare  ? 
Oaghl  they  not  to  be  told  bow  this  defi- 
ciency was  proposed  to  be  supplied  ?  Was 
St  to  be  by  an  imposition  of  new  taxes  ?  If 
this  was  intended*  why  were  they  not  told 
so  ?  Were  they  to  be  taxed  anew*  when 
the  present  taxes  were  not  realized  ?  The 
deficiency  was  reasonably  a  subject  of 
great  alarm.  He  would  instance  the  case 
of  the  stockholder*  who  was  secured  on  the 
consolidated  fund.  The  funds  for  his 
payment  were  less  during  the  last  year  by 
li  millions  than  in  1810.  Suppose*  then* 
that  this  fund  should  be  found  inadequate 
lo  pay  the  stockholder*  what  was  to  be 
done  ?  If  this  fund  was  inadequate  to  pay 
the  charffe  upon  it*  was  the  deficiency  to 
be  paid  from  the  Sinking  Fund  ?  All  these 
aobjects  must  Qertainly  come-  before  par- 

.  liament ;  and  he  intended  to  move*  before 
be  sat  down*  that  the  Address  should  be 
postponed  to  that  day  week*  in  order  that 
the  returns  of  taxes  for  the  year  1811*  and 
of  the  produce  of  t&e  Consolidated  Fund 
and  charges  should  be  laid  on  the  table* 
when  they  would  know  what  state  the  re- 
▼enue  of  the  country  was  actually  in*  be- 
fore they  guaranteed  the  prosecution  of 
the  war  m  the  peninsula.  If  successful  in 
this  mQjtiou*  he  should  next  move  for  re- 
turns of  the  Consolidated  Fund*  and  of  the 
Annual  and  War  Taxes*  &c.    This  was 

» certainly  the  only  antient  parliamentary 
practice ;  it  Was  the  practice  of  the  best 
tildes  of  our  history*  of  the  reigns  of  king 
.William  and  queen  Anne ;  during  which 
peripds*  when  communications  were  made 
|o  parliament*  it  was  usual  either  to  return 
no  answer*  or  to  take  six*  seven*  or  eight 
days  before  giving  it.  It  was  the  more 
necessary  that  the  House  should  be  in- 

vjtructed  what  the  revenue  was  before 
pledfiing  themselves*  because  It  was  im- 
possible not  to  see*  from  what  appeared  in 
.tbose  newspapers  under  the  direction  of 
government  that  there  was  an  evident  in- 
tention on  the  part  of  govelrnment  to  mis- 
lead the  counti'y  >rith  respect  to  the 
mount  of  the  taxes.    The  amount  for  the 


The  LsriM  CcmadtAotkeri^  ^eecK  '(ISB 

existing  quarter  was  compared  with  tba. 
onarter  corresponding  ending  in  1810,  and 
that  in  1809*  and  an  advance  was  then 
stated  to  have  uken  place,  whereas*  if  the 
revenue  of  the  whole  year  had  httn  com- 
pared with  that  of  the  preceding  year*  the 
diminution  would  be  found  to  amount  to 
what  he  had  already  sUted.  As  to  what 
had  been  said  in  the  Speech  respecting 
the  afiurs  of  the  East  India  Company*  he 
hoped  that  the  subject  would  receive  ma- 
ture consideration*  and  that  when  it  was 
brought  forward*  gentlemen  Wpuld  be 
ready  to  decide  upon  this  questioiv  whe- 
ther* if  we  were  at  peace  to-morrow*  all 
the  world  should  be  at  liberty  to  trade 
freely  with  India  except  Englanid  herself^ 
The  hon.  gent,  concluded  with  moving 
that  the  word  ''  now''  be  Uh  out  of  the 
motion  before  the  House*  for  the  purpose 
of  inserting  "  this  day  se'nnight" 

The  CkanceUor  qf  the  Es(;k^uer  said*  h^ 
had  the  satisfaction  to  state*  that  the  hon. 
gent  had  taken  sl  Very  black  and  a  very 
unfounded  view  of*  the  revenue  of  the 
country ;  for  though  it  was  true  that  the 
revenue  of  the  present  year  was  not  equal 
to  that  of  the  last  year«  it  was  much  greater 
than  that  of  any  former  year;  and  it  was 
certainly  wonderful  that*  with  all  the  prea- 
sures  on  our  commerce  and  manu&ctures* 
the  revenue  should  still  exceed  what  i| 
had  been  on  any  year  previous  to  the  last^ 
The  diminution  of  trade  during  the  three 
first  quarters  of  the  year  had  naturally: 
produced  a,  diminution  of  the  customs; 
but  it  would  be  seen  from  the  last  quarter* 
that  a  stop  had  be^  put  to  the  conti- 
nuance of  that  diminution.  What  was  of 
still  greater  consequence*  however*  was;* 
that  the  Excise  exceeded  during  the  last 
year*  the  year  ending  in  J^uary  1811  ; 
for  the  excise  was  truly  the  great  source 
of  our  revenue*  being  n>ur  times  as  great 
as  the  customs.  The  total  revenue  was 
indeed  two  millions  short  of  the  revenue  of 
the  precedinff  year ;  but  then  it  was  to  be 
considered*  that  that  year  was  the  greatest 
which  had  ever  been  known*  and  was  mort 
than  two  millions  beyond  that  of  the 
former  year.  The  Excise*  top*  was  not 
what  it  would  otherwise  have  been  on  ac- 
count of  the  large  distillation  from  sugas 
during  the  summer  months,  which  ope« 
rated  against  the  .new  duty  on  spirits. 
But  uDdtv  all  the  .circumstances*  the  ex<r 
cise  was  greater  than  that  of  the  pre* 
ceding  year;  and  the  revenue*  though  not 
the  greateity  was  next  to  the  greatest  ever 
known. 
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Mr.  Vij/ie  rose  for  the  purpose  of  cor- 
rectiDg  a  mis-itatemeiit  which  had  been 
made  by  an  hon.  geaeral  as  lo  what  had 
fallen  firoa  hlm^  in  seconding  the  Address 
on  the  preceding  evening.  He  had  merely 
stated,  that  though  SfMun  was  not  abso> 
lately  to  secnre  as  Portagal,  still  she  must 
be  considered  as  absolutely  unconquerable. 

'  Mr.  Whkbread  obsenred,  that,  although 
the  right  hon.  gent,  had  argued  with  con- 
siderable address  on  the  subject  of  the  re- 
▼enue,  still  be  had  not  forced  conTiction 
on  his  mind.  He  had  stated,  that  the  re* 
▼enoe  of  the  past  year,  though  not  per- 
haps so  great  as  had  been  known,  was 
considerably  larger  than  that  collected  in 
the  preceding  year.  Now,  if  the  rerenue 
was  subject  to  such  fluctuationS|  while  the 
expences  of  the  country  were  daily  and 
certainly  augmenting,  he  must  be  a  bad 
financier,  who,  Tiewmg  such  nncertainty 
of  supply  on  the  one  hand,  and  such  cer- 
tainty of  expence  on  the  other,  did  not 
look  ^aboQt  for  some  mode  by  which  he 
might  lessen  the  ezpenditnre^  sa  as  to 
bring  it  on  a  level  with  those  resoorces  on 
which  he  could  depend.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  had  spoken  of  the  Excise  as  being 
▼ery  prodoctiTe;  but  to  him  (Mr.  W.) 
the  customs  appeared  to  be  of  more  im- 
portance. Now,  it  was  an  incontroverti- 
ble fact,  that  the  Customs  had  very  much 
decreased,  which  was  a  fair  criterion  of 
^e  general  state  of  the  trade  and  com- 
merce of  the  country.  Then  the  ques- 
tion was,  if  the  customs  were  falling, 
would  not  the  Excise  alto  sink  ?  Most  as- 
suredly it  must ;  for^  by  the  trade  which 
supported  the  Customs,  individuals  were 
enabled  to  pay  the  Excise.  Did  the  right 
hon.  gent,  believe  that  the  expences  of 
the  country  were  likely  to  be  kept  within 
any  definite  bounds  ?  Did  he  not  think,  on 
the  contrary,  that  the  expenditure  would 
l^rogressively  increase?  And,  if  he  con- 
tiniKd  the  finance  minister,  would  he  not 
l>e  obliged  to  increase  the  burdens  of  the 
country  in  proportion  ?  And  here  he  would 
Yepeat  what  he  had  before  said»  that,  be- 
yond a  certain  point,  no  power  could 
force  the  resources  of  a  country ;  and,  he 
would  ask,  was  it  not  better  to  examine 
^liberately,  and  look  to  measures  which 
ibey  were  confident  coold  be  pursued, 
than  bliridly  to  pledge  themselves  to  that 
ivhich  probably  they  would  be  unable  to 
]>efform?  The  observaticms  of  his  hon. 
friend  appeared  to  him  to  be  perfectly 
just;  and  she  postponement  of  the  Address, 
wl»oh  he  thought  a  very  proper  measure  j 
|ietvrith  his  warmest approbatiofu  . 


Mr.  IfitfeAmsofrsaid^  that  notwithstand* 
ing  the  thinness  of  the  House,  he  could  nolF 
allow  himself  to  give  a  silent  vote  upon 
the  present  occasion.  He  certainly  ois« 
sented  most  completely  from  the  senti-» 
ments  contained  in  the  Address,  believing, 
as  he  did,  that  the  circumstances  of  the 
times  called  for  language  from  the  Hoos# 
very  different  from  tnat  of  adulation. 
When  the  Address  of  last  year  was  moved| 
he  had  thought  fit  to  express  his  convic- 
tion that  it  was  then  the  duty  of  the  House 
to  speak  out  their  sentiments,  and  apprise 
the  rrince  Regent  of  the  awful  circum* 
stances  under  which  he  assumed  the  go^. 
vernment;  that  during  the  preceding 
reign  a  great  part  of  the  empire  had  been 
for  ever  lost,  and  the  safety  of  the  remain* 
in^  parts  endangered,  and  that  he  could 
neither  with  honour  to  himself  or  safetv  to 
the  country,  adopt  the  plans  which  had 
been  alreaidy  pursued  with  such  ruiHoos 
efil^cts.    Every  thing  which    had  taken 

Elace  since  that  periwl  served  to  coafirm 
im  in  the  opinion  that  such  was  the  lan- 
guage with  which  they  ought  to  approach 
the  rrince  Regent,  and  he  therefore  wish« 
ed  to  enter  his  decided  protest  on  this  oc- 
casion against  the  principles  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  present  ministers.  Wiih  re* 
spect  to  the  proposed  Address,  it  stated 
little,  and  that  little  incorrectly,  and  it  kept 
back  and  concealed  that  which  was  most 
important.  It  was  not  true  that  our  armies 
had  effectually  defended  Portugal.  He 
certainly  did  not  wish  to  reflect  on  tha 
conduct  of  the  general  to  whom  the  com* 
mand  of  the  army  in  Portugal  was  entrust** 
ed,  nor  on  the  conduct  of  the  troops ;  for 
he  believed  that  every  thing  had  been 
done  by  them  which  it  was  possible  for 
them  to  do  under  the  circumstances  lii 
which  they  bad  been  placed.  But  he 
would  ask,  whether  they  really  meant  to 
sute  to  the  country  and  to  Europe  that 
the  English  army  had  eflfectoally  secured 
the  defence  of  Portugal  ?  That  army  wai 
allowed  to  remain  in  Portugal,  not  because 
it  could  not  be  driven  from  it,  but  because 
it  had  never ,  yet  been  the  policy  or  in- 
terest of  the  emperor  of  the  French  to 
carry  on  the  attack  in  that  quartan  The 
right  hon.  gent,  opposite  had  said,  that  he 
had  afforded  ah  addition  of  10,000  men  to 
the  forces  in  the  peninsula  during  the  last 
year;  but  could  any  man  believe  that 
this  supply  was  in  any  wise  effN:tual  for 
the  successful  prosecution  of  the  war? 
Such  exertions  as  had  hitherto  been  made 
were  certainly  most  inadequate  for  the  de« 
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feoce  of  Porlagal,  and  we  fouft  wm  be 
jmdet  the  neceasity  of  witiidrairing  bur 
forces  from  that  coontry ^  if  the  comniaiider 
wms  opt  fitroished  with  better  meaat  of 
defence.  It  was  a  fact,  which  it  wgs  im- 
possible  to  conceal  or  disguise,  that  the 
enemy  had  hitherto  attempted  nothing 
in  which  he  had  not  completely  succeed- 
ed. He  ^ would  again  repeat,  that  he  had 
not  the  smallest  wish  to'reflect  on  the  CQQr 
duct  of  lord  Wellington  or  hia  tro^^ps. 
With  regard  to  Spaii^  it  was  certainly 
most  undeniably  true,  notwithstanding  all 
that  hed  that  night  been  urged  on  the  sub(- 
ject  by  the  right  hon.  gent*  that  the  enemy 
were  m  reality  hi  the  military  possession 
of  Spain.  Was  it  beconung  then  in  the 
House  to  state  in  their  Address  to  the  Rer 
gent»  that  the  affairs  of  Spain  wore  a  better 
aspect  than  tbey  did  in  the  former  year,  or 
|o  tell  him  that  the  situation  of  ^ain  wai 
i«  any  way-  improved  by  our  defence  of 
I^ortugal  ?  The  situation  of  Spain  was,  in^ 
deed*  now  in  a  very  different  situation 
from  what  it  had  b^n  in  the  former  year. 
Since  that  time  fortresses  and  armies  had 
been  lost ;  and  though  many  opporioni- 
ties  occurred  when  assistance  on  our  part 
couJd  ^ave  been  given  at  various  points 
where  it  would  have  been  eti^tqal*  no 
euch  assistance  was  ever  given,  and  the 
opportunities  were  nniformly  allowed  to 
pass  by  unimproved.  But,  what  were  the 
opinions  of  the  Spaniards  themselves,  who 
certainly  were  the  best  judges  of  the  assis- 
tance derived  by  them  from  the  British 
arms  ?  They  had  told  us  that  the  defence 
of  Portugal  was  not  the  defence  of  Spain; 
and  that  that  wasthe  Spanish  feeling  on  the 
fnbje9t,  was  evident  from  every  thing  that 
bad  come  to  our  knowledge.— With  regard 
to  America,  he  rejoiced  to  see  that  at  last 
there  was  some  prospect  opening  of  an  ac* 
commodation  with  that  country.  S^Ujhow; 
^ver,;  the  question  recurred— had  ministers 
doneeverv  thing  to  conciliate  that  country ; 
or  had  they  not  rather  done  every  thing 
which  it  was  possible,  for  them  to  do,  to 
provoke  and  exasperate  the  Americans  ? 
And  with  regard  to  that  subject,  it  was 
certainly  most  l^ecoming  for  the  House  to 
express  the  feelings  which  such  a  system 
of  misconduct  ought  to  excite,  to  the 
Prince  Regent— He  would  now  proceed 
to  consider  what  had  been  said  with  re- 
upect  to  the  state  and  condition  of  Ireland ; 
and  after  what  had  been  done  to  provoke 
and  eicasperate  the  people  of  Ireland,  he 
conceived  that  he  should  be  disgraced  in 
the  opiaion  of  exery  ibtnkiiig  jnao^  xoa- 
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necte4  as  he  wim  wi^  that  connlry,  if  he 
did  not  express  his  strong  disapprobatioo 
of  that  part  of  the  Address.  After  thei 
measures  which  had  been  adopted,  calco* 
Uted  only  to  disa&ct  and  alienate  the 
aiSections  of  the  Irish  people^  it  was  ipdeed 
rather  astonishing  thajt  any  such  word  ea 
satisfaction  should  be  employed  in  refo-i 
rence  to  the  utuation  of  Ir^la^d.  By  these 
measures,  however,  they  had  sufficiently 
proved  that  the  Irish  were  united  egaiJM 
them.  They  had  hitherto  been  mo^  diar 
gracefully  o\anege4  ky  (heir  own  dis-i 
uuiop  end  diMgreeo^nt ;  but  the  policy 
of  ministers  b%d  at  length  shewn  to  Aritajiw 
tbfk%  Irishmen  of  every  description  were 
united  in  holding  it  in  detestation.  So  for^ 
therefore*  vsre  ^bey  from  having  soccend^ 
ed  in  tbejr  plans  Kespectio£  Ireland,  thai 
there  w^  not  one  part  of  Ireland^^  be  bo^ 
lieyed,  wblch  had  not  expressed  its  stronf 
di^pprobs^i(9i/  end  that  wa^  not  begin* 
piog  to  percttve  that  a  union  of  aU  conU 
alone  protect  them  frqm  the  g^mp  of  an 
insatiable  enemy^  front  the  oppression  mi 
tyranny  of  &lse  end  wicked  ministers. 

The  Cbm^^nor  qf  thfi  JEreif^nrr  exnUin^ 
ed,  that  he  bftd  been  misepptehended  in 
the  expression  he  had  eipployed,  that  the 
British  arniy  in  Portu^l  was  sftrooger  at 
this  time  by  10,00Q  men  than  it  wasai  th« 
same  period  Inst  year.  He  did  not  inftena 
to  be  understood^  that  reinfoiicements  %o 
the  extent  of  lO^OOO  men,  had  been  sent 
oot»  but  that  on  a  calcuMon  of  the  whoU 
force,  the  augmentetion  was  to  thel 
amounIL  ' 

The  Question  wa«  th^  pot  on  Mk» 
Creevey^s  motion,  and  negativjed.  Tbt 
Report  was  brought  op  and  agreed  to. 

HOUSE  or   LORDS. 

ThfiTidayt  January  9* 
Statb  Of  InaLAKo.]  Lord  Gramil^^ 
the  request  of  his  noble  friend  (earl  1^1^ 
William^  who  had  givennotice  (rf*  a  motion 
respecting  the  state  of  Ireland*  for  to^ 
morrow  se'nnight»  mpi^ed  to  dischargo  tbe 
order  for  si|mmoning  their  lordshipe  on 
that  day,  with  the  view  of  postponing  i| 
till  Friday,  the  24th  instant  :His  npMf 
friend  was  decidedly  of  the  same  opintep 
with  himself,  that  ibe  situation  of  Ireland 
had  been  brought  to  a  crisis,  and  tliat  it 
most  now  be  decided  what  were  to  hf  MNi 
future  Deletions  between  this  country  ivA 
th^a.  The  reason,  however^  which  inducen 
his  noble  &iend  to  wish  the  postponement 
q(  the  motioo  w^  thati*^  the  idditionai 
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iattrrftl  mmn  noUe  loi^f  ipigbl  b«  fx- 
peeled  to  arriye,  particularly  thoi^  who 
repreveiUed  in  iljat  Houie  the  peen^g f  of 
Ireland ;  aiid  whilst  from  ik^t  coortesy 
pud  resoecl  wUch  was  due  to  nobl^  lords, 
lu%  ooMe  friend  wished  for  a  little  further 
delay ;  a  ^troo^  additional  motive  also  was 
the  adyaotoge  wbi^b  might  b^  eiipect^d 
firom  hearioR  the  sentiments  pf  the  Qoble 
lor^i  he  hau  iilMed  to>  who  from  their 
9M^re  intim$te  aud  fiersonal  knewledge  of 
the  ereiUa  wWcb  bad  r^eotly  taken  placi? 
ia  Ireland,  might  be  enabled  to  gi?e  the 
ilo9se  fome  faluA^le  iofprmatioiv  Tbi« 
WM  the  only  groeod  oA  which  it  wa#  wished 
!•  dei^y  the  <iof;9ticM;i,  and  there  wootd  pot> 
tf  pwibl^t  be  ^y  further  delay. 

The  erdf  r  for  aummowig  the  ]>>vds  ior 
tP-mnvTov  se'onight  was  diacbarged*  and 
fixed  lor  Fiiday,  the  9M»  instant. 

State  qf  th*  Fwuiicas.]  I4>rd  Grc«- 
mile  ebseryedy  that  a  partial  statement  of 
^  loevemie  of  the  conntry  bad  bee*  made 
elsewhere,  and  was  prol^bly  nQW  in  the 
im4^  of  tbeir  Iprdships.  He  ceoM  not 
mdand  Aat  oondnet  aa  manly,  where  the 
Individual  eodeayout^  to  deceive  himaelf 
and  to  abut  his  eyes  to  the  difficulties  of 
Ibe  cooDtry,  ^1  less  could  be  call  by  tl|e 
OMie  ef  patrioiism  an  attempt  te  MMfire 
the  country.  He  should  therefore  moxe 
for  iM:connt8  of  tbe  Produce  of  the  Coaso^ 
Udnted  Fund*  of  the  Wv  Taxei,  and  of 
tbe  annual  I^md  and  Malt  for  the  yeaii 
fp^ding  the  5th  of  January,  1810,  and  the 
(th  at  January,  1811,  in  order  that  a  true 
at^ment  might  be  b^S^re  the  House^  and 
!•  the  production  ef  these  %ccountf  he 
supposed  there  cenl^  be  no  objection. 

The  £im:1  of  Ziip9]pooI  said  he  should  not 
lilj^ct  to  the  motion.  With  respect  to  the 
l^lAement  elsewhere*  he  had  not  seen  it» 
bl^  he  was  satisfied  it  woold  be  fimnd  that 
ptQ  attempt  1^4  been  made  bv  an  indiri-^ 
diOiM  to  dUceive  bimselff  as  alluded  to  by 
lbt»  noble  liord>  or  still  less  to  decei? e  tfaye 
fg9iitKy.-*The  mptinns  were,  agreed  to. 

KfPORT  JaOM  tnS  COMIUTT)IB  OP   THl 

Aoysf  OF  Loans  ^PtoiiiTBn  to  bxamibb 
ma  KmVs  PaTSiciAiis.]  Tbe  Earl  of 
JUp^rpo^l  rose  to  move  the  appcMntmeiiiof 
IL  Select  Committee*  to  examine  the  Phy/- 
mAm^  i»  attend^Ace  on  bia  Majeatv* 
Im^hing  iint  slAta  of  his.  Majeety'a  bealthf 
His  lordship  obsenred^  that  they  were  now 
ealled"  upon  ta  resort  tn  this  measure  under 
diS»rea^  ciranmrtanc^ii  to  tJinae  whiph 
iftHbH  hat  #mi»»    The  Prit^ 


P* 


Cpnneil  4t  liiai  period  hwl  m  jnriadktioii 
in  the  case;  they  were  wunmonW  m  tht 
body  that  c^uld  most  coovenientiy  ba 
summoned  to  evamiqie  the  Pbymian^*  an# 
m^de  their  Report  to  Parliament,  whieit 
afterwards  appointed  Committees  of  itf 
own  aJIsp  to  calamine  the  Phyaicinns. 
Now,  under  the  act  paised  laat  ses^ion,^ 
the  Qqaen's  Council  had  a  legal  iurisdiqr 
diction*  and  their  Reports  under  that  act 
had  already  been  laid  on  the  ubie.  A$ 
bowe^»  $ome  ^rtber  legislative  measum 
was  necessary  upon  this  melancholy  subr 
jofi,  he  thought  it  woiild  be  mnre  cpn* 
sistent  with  prVupriety  tor  the  House  tf 
hare  on  its  Jevvnalf  tbe  Ei^Mwation  of 
the  Physicians  in  attendance  on  hja  Al«r 
jesty  taken  before  a  Committee  of  its  own 
body,  and  he  should  tbere/bre  move.  Thai 
a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  ex* 
amina  the  Phy  wqmp*  in  atiandaece'  o»  his 
Miyesty*  (ouching  tbe  state  of  hif  Mi^ 
jesty'f  baaltb  Moee  their,  last  examii^tie* 
be^  a  Committee  of  thii  Honsf^-^Qct 
dered.  AndalsQ,  that  the  said  Coowittue 
consist  of  31  Lonfe  and  that  they  he 
cbQsen  by  haUot.. 

On  the  15th  instant  the  lafal  < 
nu^t  th(^  fteperl,  «a  foUn  w : 

RJEPQRT. 

By  the  Loans  Committees  appointed  to 
examine  the  Physicians  who  hate  at* 
tended  his  Majesty  touching  the  state 
of  hi9  Majesty's  health,  since  tlie  exa- 
mination of  bis  Majesty's  Physicians^ 
befbre  a  Committee  or  this  House  in 
the  last  session  of  parliament;  and  to 
report  such  examination  to  the  House ; 

Ordered  to  Report,  That  the  CommiMe 
have  met  and  examined  the  sevesat.  phy^ 
sicians  wha  were  swiem  foe  that|Hwpefe  at 
your  Idrdshipa^  bar»  and  the  e^Kknto 
given  by  them  befbre  the  Committea  ma 
aalbllowii: 

Dir  IiiiNr,  IS^  Jomier^' 181C. 

Dr.  WiLL^n  llBBSEnBN  called  in,  and 

examined. 

d.  Is  the  state  of  his  Majestv^s  bealtj^ 
such  as  to  render  bimlincapabie  of  coming  in 
person  to  his  Parliament,  and  of  attending 
to  any  kind  p£  public  basinessi*-*^.  Ik  is. 

What  is  the  presentstate  hi  hiaJkbieer 
ty's  bodily  health  ?««HisM^eity'abodtly 
healih  la  not  epihrdy  ip.  its.naterai  stf^, 
but  not  far  remoeed  froo^  it. 

What  ia  the  presentstaU  of  bbMsje*- 
^\  m^ltal  Jiealth.)— Seiy  modi  ^h^ 
dered.  •. '    '^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


75]        HOUSE  OF  LOBDS,    Rtportfiom  iheCoimitUe  qfthc  Ijbiae  <f  Lordi     (TtS 

Adveirting  to  the  state  of  his'Majesty^s 
bodily  and  menial  health  since  your  last 
examination  before  a  Committee  bf  this 
House,  are  you  now  of  opinion  that  his 
Majesty's  recoverv  is  probable  or  impro^ 
bable  ?— Improbable. 

In  what  degree  do  you  consider  his  Ma- 
jesty's recovery  as  improbable  ?— It  is  per- 
haps impossible  to  describe  with  accuracy 
the  degpree.in  which  I  may  feel  the  impro- 
bability of  his  Majesty's  recovery.  The 
improbability  is  certainly  considerable,  but 
not  in  an  extreme  degree. 

Are  yoQ  of  opinion  that  his  Majesty's 
•recovery  is  hopeless  ?— No. 

Do  you  expect  that  his  Majesty  will  re- 
cover ?— I  do  not. 


Dr.  TaoMAs  Monro  called  in,  and  exa^ 
mined. 

8.  Is  the  sUte  of  his  Majesty's  health 
aoch  as  to  render  him  'incap^ible  of  com- 
ing iB  person  to  his  Parliament,  and  of  at- 
tending to  any  kind  of  public  business? — 
A,  The  state  of  his  Majesty's  health  is  such 
SM  to  render  him  incapable  of  coming  to 
his  Parliament^  or  ot  attending  to  any 
public  badness. 

What  is  the  present  state  of  his  Majes- 
ty'l  bodily  health  ?— His  Majesty's  bodily 
health  is  tolerably  good. 

What  is  the  present  state  of  his  Majes- 
ty's mental  health  ?— The  present  state  of 
his  Majesty's  mental  health  is  certainly, 
in  my  opinion,  insane. 

Adverting  to  the  state  of  hit  Majesty's 
bodily  and  mental  health  during  his  Ma* 
jesty^s  present  indisposition,  as  far  as  it 
has  come  under  your  observation,  are  you 
of  opinion  that  his  Majesty's  recovery  is 
probable  or  improbable  r— I  think  his 
Msyesty's  recovery  is  improbable. 
'  In  What  degree  do  yon  consider  hb 
Majesty's  recovery  as  improbable  P'-;-! 
consider  it  very  improbable. 

Are  you  of  opinion  that  his  Majesty's 
recovery  is  hopeless  ?— I  do  not  entirely 
despair. 

Do  you  expect  that  the  King  will  re- 
cover ? — ^No ;  i  do  not. 

Dr.  Samuel  Foart  Simmons  called  in,  and 
examined. 

9»  Is  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  health 
inch  as  to  render  him  incapable  of  coming 
in  person  to  his  Parliament,  and  of  attend- 
ing to  any  kmd  of  public  business  P^-A  The 
state  of  6i%  Majesty's  health  is  certainly 
tiot  such  as  to  enable  him  to  meet  his 
Parliament^  or  to  attend  to  any  public 


What  is  the  present  state  of  his  Majes- 
ty's bodily  health  ?— Very  good. 

What  is  the  present  state  of  his  Majes-' 
ty's  miental  health  P— Much  deranged. 

Adverting  to  the  state  of  his  Majesty^* 
bodily  and  mental  health  during  his  Ma- 
jesty^s  present  indisposition,  as  far  as  it 
has  come  under  your  observation,  are  you 
of  opinion  that  his  Majesty's  recover]^" 
is  probable  or  improbable?— Improbable. 

In  what  degree  do  you  consider  his 
Majesty's  recovery  as  improbable  ?-^It  is 
difficult  to  say,  because  in  some  cases  re- 
coveries so  unexpectedly  take  place,  that 
it  sets  all  calculations  at  defiance.  The 
proportion  of  recoveries  in  persons  of  his 
Majesty's  advanced  period  of  life  is  mucb 
less  than  in  earlier  periods ;  but  recoveries 
do  sometimes  take  place  in  persons  of  a 
still  greater  age  than  his  Majesty. 

Are  you  of  opinion  that  his  Majesty's 
recovery  is  hopeless?— Not  hopeless. 

Are  yoo  physician  to  St.  Luke's  Hospi- 
tal ^—1  was  for  thirty  years,  and  now  ami 
consulting  physician^ 

Is  there  any  regulation  in  that  Hospital 
with  respect  to  the  admission  of  patients 
after  a  certain  age  ?— Till  within  about 
three  years  there  was  not ;.  persons  of  any 
age  were  admissible ;  but  since  that  period 
no  patient  of  seventy  years  of  age  is  ad- 
mitted. I  have  looked  over  the  memo- 
randa of  all  the  Hospital  cases  that  I  have, 
where  the  ages  of  patients  are  accurately 
marked,  prior  to  the  regulation  with  res^ 
pect  to  the  exclusion  of  patients  about 
seventy  years  of  age,  and  I  find  that  in 
the  course  of  about  thirty  years  ther« 
were,  out  of  six  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fifty-six  patients,  only  seventy- eight  whil 
were  of  the  age  of  seventy  years  and  up- 
wards; and  that  of  those  seventy^igbt 
otily  sixteen  were  discharged  cured,  which 
is  in  the  proportion  of  one  in  five ;  whereas 
of  the  others,  taking  the  whole  number  of 
patients  admitted  into  the  Hospiul  from 
Its  establishntient,  nearly  one  half  (rather 
more  than  four  in  ten)  were  discharged 
cured.  It  appears  that  of  three  hundred 
and  thirty-fbur  patientft  discharged  ui^- 
cured  and  re-admitted  as  deemed  incur- 
able, eighteen  have  been  discharged  cored, 
which  is  about  fivd  in  one  hundred.  Thst 
4^  think  shews  the  diflScolty  of  fixing  the 
degree  of  improbability.  Those  eighteen 
persons  had  been  fbr  several  years  in  a 
state  of  derangement. 

Were  any  of  those  eighteen  abbve  ths 
age  of  seventy  ?— I  think  Uiey  were;  not ; 
but  I  caimot  speak  pcfsilively  wkhost  nt 
ferring  lo  boon. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Tfjj 


tffmtedte  mmme  Oe  Kii^$  Ptgiickm. 


Jam.  9,  iei». 


C7» 


Of  tbe  tizteen  patieoU  referred  to  in  a 
former  part  of  his  answer,  has  Dr.  Simmons 
^y  recollection  whether  any  of  them  had 
heeD  deranged  for  any  considerable  time, 
or  whether  they  had  had  frequent  recnr- 
reoces  of  their  disorder  ?— That  is  a  ques- 
tion I  cannot  answer  without  have  recourse 
to  books. 

.  Does  Dr.  Simmons  know  what  was  the 
cause  of  the  regulation  in  consequence  of 
which  patients  above  the  age  of  seventy 
were  excluded  from  St  Luke's  ?-.-About 
the  same  time  that  the  regulation  took 
place  for  the  exclusion .  of  persons  above 
the  age  of  seventy,  a  rule  was  made  also 
for  the  exclusion  of  children  under  the  age 
of  twelve.  It  was  found»thatof  the  old 
persons  ,  a  much  smaller  proportion  reco- 
vered than  of  the  other  patients.  Many  of 
them  soon  fell  into  a  state  of  infirm  bodily 
health.  They  died  in  a  larger  proportion 
from  palsies  and  other  diseases  incident  to 
old  sige;  and  theiefore  it  was  thought 
better  to. confine  the  admissions  to  the 
middle  ages  of  life. 

Was  the  improbability  of  cure  the 
cause  of  the  regulation  ?-^I  think  not,  be- 
cause we  have  had  persons  of  a  more  ad- 
vanced age  (one  of  eighty-three)  discharg- 
ed from  the  Hospital  as  cored.  The  age 
Qf  the  patient  merely  was  certainly  not 
the  reason  of  the  reculation ;  at  least  I 
never  understood  it  to  be  so. 

Does  Dr.  Simmons  recollect  whether 
any  of  the  persons  above  the  age  of  se- 
venty, discharged  as  cured,  were  blind? 
r— I  can  speak  with  certainty  that  they 
were  not,  because  the  number  of  blind 
patients  that  I  have  had  an  t)pportunity  of 
eaeing  has  been  very  small,  not  more,  as 
far  as  J  recollect,  than  six  in  the  Hospital, 
and  two  in  private  practice. 

How  many  of  those  blind  patients  re- 
covered ?— I  recollect  no  instance  of  per- 
fect recovery. 

Do  you  expect  that  the  King  will 
recover?— I  can  hardly  say  that  I  expect 

Upon  what  ground^  do  you  deem  his 
Majesty.'s  recovery  improbable  ?— I  be- 
lieve I  have  already  stated*  the  reasons, 
one, of  which  was  his  ace. 
•  Is  the  age  of  his  Majesty  the  only 
ground  upon  which  Dr.  Simmons  considers 
bis  Majesty's  recovery  as  improbable  ?— 
Mot  merely  his  age-^the  general  turn  of 
pM9  disorder. 

What  are  the  grounds  upon  which  Dr. 
Simmons  considers  that  his  Majesty's  re- 
j^very  is  not  hopeless  ?— There  are  many 


grounds  upon  which  I  consider  the  case  as 
not  hopeless— the  regularity  of  his  former 
habits  of  life— >the  present  good  state  of 
his  general  health— his  recovery  from 
former  attacks  of  his  disorder— the  accu- 
racy of  his  perception  in  many  points, 
particularly  with  respect  to  his  food.  His  • 
Majesty's  memory  likewise  seems  so  per- 
fect, that  it  caimot  fail  to  give  4ome  hope 
as  to  the  ultimate  termination  of  the  dis- 
order. 

Is  there  any  indication  of  fatuity  in  his 
Majesty's  disorder  ? — ^There  is  no  such  in- 
dication ;  and  that  I  think  another  strong 
reason  for  not  considering  his  Majesty '4. 
case  as  hopeless. 

When  was  Dr.  Simmons  first  called  \m 
to  attend  his  Majesty  during  his  presetit 
illness  ?— On  the  0th  of  October  last. 

Since  that  period,  has  his  Majesty  made 
any  progress  toward  recovery  ?— I  cannot 
say  that  there  has  been  any  obvious  pro* 
gross  toward  recovery. 

Does  Dr.  Simmons  consider  his  Majes- 
ty in  a  more  or  less  favourable  state  for 
recovery  fi-om  such  a  disorder,  than  most 
persons  of  seventy  years  of  age?*»Not 
less  favourable  than  other  persons  of  that 

Does  Dr.  Simmons  consider  the  case  as 
more  or  less  favourable  for  recovery  now, 
than  when  he  first  ftaw  his  Majesty  on  the  . 
9th  of  October  ?— Rather  less  favourable, 
from  the  length  of  lime  that  has  ela(Med 
without  any  obvious  progress  towards  re« 
covery. 

Die  Mortis  U^/omiar^  1812. 
Dr.  John  Willis  called  in,  and  examined. 

Is  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  health 
such,  as  to  render  him  incapable  of  com- 
ing in  person  to  his  Parliament,  and  of 
attending  to  any  kind  of  public  business  f 
-Certainly. 

What  is  the  present  state  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's bodily  health  ?— The  present  state 
of  lus  Majesty's  health  is  nearly  the  same 
as  it  has  been  since  I  have  seen  his  Ma« 
jesty ;  I  have  thought  it  upon  the  whole 
rather  better  since  I  was  first  called  in. 

When  was  Dr.  Willis  first  called  im 
during  his  Majesty's  present  illness?— 
The  first  time  1  saw  his  Majesty  was  on 
the  9th  of  October. 

What  Is  the  present  state  of  his  Majes- 
ty's mental  health  ?— The  present  state  of 
his  Miyesty's  mental  health,  without  mean- 
ing to  affix  any  nice  distinctions,  is  a  high 
degree  of  derangement.   , 

Adverting  to  th^  state  .oT  his ,  Majesty's 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


fS)       HOUSE  p^  L0KD8,    Apn^JfMtf  dbOMiritey*  flhtte^forA     [HT 

•latt  0f  hit  Mti^Btfi  hioMi  it  tucft  at  to 
render  him  incapable  of  coitiiDg  to  Par- 
llameotf  or  of  ttteoding  to  public  botineM. 

What  h  the  pretetit  stalci  of  his  M«e»- 
ty'k  bodily  bmuth  P^Eztept  for  a  little 
exacerbation  which  hat  taken  place  v^itbin 
the  latit  two  or  three  da^«  hit  Majetty't 
bodily  health  has  been  little  disordered. 

What  is  the  present  state  of  his  Ma- 
jest^s  Borenfat  health  ?— The  errors  of  hi< 
Majesty's  mind  are  at  present  as  stronely 
itflpretsed  opon  it  as  during  any  period  of 
his  fllnett;  for  at^w  wteks  lately*  hiii 
Majesty  has  been  able  occtsionally  to  re- 
late anecdotes  more  distinctly  than  for 
tw»  or  thr^e  mdnths  preTioas  to  that  pe-» 
riod ;  within  the  hist  two  or  three  days 
his  MigeMy't  mbd  has  been  entirely  lost 
in  error. 

Adf'erthig  to  this  itat^  of  his  Mtgetty's 
bodily  and  mental  health,  since  your  tait 
examination  before  a  CoMttittee  of  this 
House,  are  yon  now  of*  opinion  that  his 
Majesty's  recovery  Is  probible  or  impro- 
bable?—-Adverting  to  all  the  circatai« 
stances  hi  that  question,  1  think  his  Ma- 
jesiy's  recotery  extremely  jniproM>le. 

In  what  degree  do  you  considi^r  hi^ 
Majesty's .  recovery  as  improbabte  ?-^I 
consider  it  as  amounting  to  the  hfghesf 
degree  of  hnprobability  that  his  M^utf 
Shonld  recover* 

Are  you  of  ophilon  that  his  Majesty'! 
recovery  is  hopeless  ?— I  should  say  that 
bis  M^sty^s  recovery  is  not  altogether 
without  hope,  because  it  is  not  impossible. 

Dbes  Dr.  Baillie  e^pett  Che  King  to  re^ 
cover  ?— Certainly  not. 

When  did  Dr.  BailUe  first  change  th^ 
opinion  which  he  orpi'essed  when  Isrt 
examined  be^e  tbft  Commit^  of  the 
House  of  Lords  utrifh  respect  to  the  probv* 
bility  of  the  king's  recovery  ? — I  began  to 
loso  a  considerafble  p^t  of  miy  CDfifidence; 
with  respect  to  his  Majesty's  uHimate  re- 
covery, a  little  before  th^  quarterly  Ee« 
portof^uly. 

Does  Dr.  Baillie  mean  to  say,  that 
sinci^  the  quarterly  Report  in  Jtly  h^  has 
cdbtimied  to  thnl^k  tbe  Kusg's  r^cd^(^ry 
hMfrrobable  ?^uCertalnly.  ^ 

Sir  Hemrt  HALPoao,  Baronet,  called  io^ 
and  examined. 

It  the  Mte  of  his  Majesty's  healfbsdd 
is  to  render  hUn  itR»pflA>le  of  cottrtn^  ht 
person  to  his  Parliament,  and  6f  atttsndhigl 
to  any  kind  of  piiblic  business  ?— It  is 
such  u  to  render  u  impossible  for  him  to 
&m»  to  his  J^artriifteim  or  t<i  «tt4Bd  t* 
public  bttsiiieat. 


b6dlly  aiiA  mental  health  during  his  Ma- 

ety^  present  Indisposition,  as  far  as  it 
B  cotne  under  your  observation,  are 
you  6f  6pinion  that  his  Maiestir't  reco- 
▼enr  il  probable  or  Improbable  ?—Itt- 
prbbable. 

In  what  degreb  do  yM  consider  his 
Majesty's  recovery  as  improbable  ?f-^l 
consider  it  v»ry  Improbable. 

Ar^^o«<»f  opinion  that  his  Majesty's 
recovery  is  hopeless  ?— No,  I  should  not 
thihk  tbie  case  hopeless.  By  saying  rtot 
faopeleitf,  Imfcan  to  8ty>  I  do  not  cohsider 
mttftTf  As  inkpMsibl^. 
*  8ltt06  the  Qth  of  October  has  there 
been  any  progress  towards  rec«tery  ?<^I 
think  thdr€  have  b«eA  occasional  symp- 
iMDS  fbr  the  better,  rather  thatt  any  pr^ 
gross. 

Wb«A  did  Dr.  Willis  see  the  King  last  ? 
«i-YMchhiy  morning; 

Did  he  Consider  the  King'^  mental 
health  at  that  time  b^er  or  worse  than 
H  was  oh  th«  9th  of  October  ?— 1  certahlly 
aH  tht  think  it  woi%e,  but  I  can  seareely 
iatlCho^lfhtltbetter. 

in  t^hit  state  was  the  King's  bodily 
l^lth  yertcrday  ?— Very  nearly  in  the 
same  sUte  as  it  has  been  since  the  9th  of 
October. 

Hus  D^.  WilKs  any  expectation  of  tb^ 

King^t  Kcovery  from  bis  menu!  disorder? 

'  ^i  ciltt  hirdly  say  with  regard  to  any. 

1  bare  u^  expectation  of  the  Kbg's  re^ 

oovery. 

Is  the  Committee  to  understand^  that, 
considerinji  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case.  Dr.  Willis  does  not,  upon  the  whole, 
l^pect  the  King  to  recover  t— Consider^ 
ihg^aH  the  circmnstSfnces  of  the  case,  I 
t^enairtly  do  not  expect  the  King  to  re- 

fhis  Ifr.  WitliiB  known  many  persons  to 
recover,  when  afflicted  by  the  particUtar 

S^cies^  o^  derMgeitarent  under  which  the 
log  laboQ^^-^es,  I  have  kttowh  a 
grm  ikiaby  recot^  flrom  the  particular 
weci^  bf  dieMrgiement  under  which  the 
Bittg  l^M^i^. 

AfMlb^  had  sfrri^  at  ^he  afe  of 
Ae  Kittj^?*<^ito,  1  carnnot  say  that 

His  W.  WURk  eter  attended  any  p^^ 
tfenei  Wb(y  iNim  bttnd  ?— No,  I  havts  itot. 

jpr.  MitTTnw  Baiixis   called   in,  and 
ojRmined. 

ftrlM  Mtifr  elT  &fr  Afeij^s  fteMi  such 
Aft  tto  MnOMf  Mm  ittcapM^  of  coming  hi 

rioD  to  his  Parliament,  tai  nf  tttsenmng 
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What  is  tbf  pre«€Dt  lUt*  of  bii  Majes- 
ty's bodily  heahb  f — I  think  the  state  of 
bis  Majesty's  bodily  health  by  no  means 
good. 

What  is  the  present  state  of  h»  Maje«« 
ty's  mental  health  ?-^His  Majesty's  men- 
tal health  is  extremely  diaarderad. 

Adverting  to  tha  stata  of  his  Magesly'a 
bodily  and  mental  health  since  your  last 
axamioation  before  a  Committaa  of  this 
Hoaaa,  are  yon  now  of  opinion  that  hk 
Mi^ty's  recovery  is  probabAa  or  impro* 
bable  ^-^Yery  improbable. 

In  what  degree  do  yon  coiisidar  hia 
Majeaty's  recovery  as  improbable?*-! 
have  already  answered  that  qoestion. 

Are  yon  of  opinion  that  his  Majesty's 
recovery  is  hopeless  P-^Not  hopel ess»  be* 
canse  there  is  no  physical  impossibility. 

When  did  you  first  perceive  soch  a 
ebange  in  the  symptoms  of  his  Majesty's 
disorder  as  to  make  yon  think  his  reco* 
vttry  improbabla^»^In  tha  beginning  of 
Jnly  last. 

Have  yon  cantinaed  to  think  bis  Majes* 
ty^s  recovery  improbable  since  that  pa* 
riod  ?— I  have. 

Has  there  been  any  progresa  made  to- 
ward recovery  since  that  period  ?  -^I 
think  not 

Haa  sir  Hanry  Halford  any  expectation 
nf  hia  Majesty's  recovery  ?— I  do  not  think 
^9  Majesty  will  recover. 

Has  there  been  any  akeratioa  in  the 
disle  of  bis  Majasty^s  bodily  health  within 
tiia  last  three  or  four  days?-oI  oannot 
speak  conidentiy  to  that  question,  becaase 
I  left  Windsor  on  Saturday. 

Pr.  BoBXaT  Dasling  Willis,  called  *n, 
and  examined. 

Is  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  health  such 
aa  to  render  him  incapiU>la  of  coming  in 
person  to  his  Parliament,  and  of  attending 
t«  any  kind  of  public  haiiness  ?-^The 
state  of  his  Majesty's  health  is  such  as  to 
reader  him  incapable  of  coming  to  Par- 
liaaaent,  or  of  attending  to  aay  public 
bnsHiesa. 

What  ia  the  present  state  of  his  Majea- 
ty'a  bodily  health  ?— I  have  never  thought 
bis  Majas^'s  bodily  health  to  be  good. 
Within  tha  iaat  ftw  days  thare  has  bean 
am  iacraaaa  in  tha  morbid  trrttahciity  of 
iba  syj^no*  Thia  waa  increasing  whan  I 
Mt  Windsor  yesterday  morning;  but 
generally  speaking/  i  consider  hia  Ma- 
ry's bodily  heahh  to  have  been  better 
thMi,smdar  M  the  ahrcaasstaneai  dftfae 
case,  might  be  raaaoanbly  axpatiad. 
^    (VOL.  XXI.) 
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What  is  the  present  sute  of  his  Majes- 
ty's mental  health  ?— The  present  state  of 
his  Majesty^s  mental  bealfn  Is  ks  bad,  or 
perhaps  worse^  than  at  any  period  of  tha 
complaint. 

Adverting  to  the  state  of  his  Mdjetty'a 
bodily  and  mental  health  since  your  (ait 
etamination  before  a  Committee  of  thii 
House,  are  you  now  of  opinion  that  his 
Majesty's  recoverjr  is  probable  or  Impro- 
bable?—I  tbink  his  Majesty's  recovery 
extremely  improbable. 

In  what  degree  do  you  consider  his 
Majesty's  recovery  as  improbable? — I 
think  it  all  but  impossible. 

Are  you  of  opmion  that  his  Majesty's 
recovery  is  hopeless? — I  scarcely  know 
how  to  apply  the  word  hopeless  m  a  me* 
dical  sense.  The  words  hopeless  and  de« 
spair  apply  only  to  certain  stales,  which 
are  somewhere  between  extreme  impro- 
bability and  impossibility;  bot  tbos# 
states  are  so  difficult  to  be  ascertained^ 
that  I  scarcely  know  when  to  apply  th^ 
words. 

Does  Dr.  Willis  expect  the  King  to  re« 
cover  ?— .1  do  not. 

When  did  you;  first  cease  to  think  th# 
King's  recovery  probable  ?— Soon  after 
the  last  attack  in  July, 

Have  you  continued  to  think  tha  King*! 
recovery  improbable  since  that  period  r— 
I  have  seen  no  reason  to  form  any  othct 
opinion. 

Have  you  ever  attended  any  patlentf 
in  a  state  of  menul  derangen^ent^  wha 
were  blind  ? — Never. 

In  your  answer  to  the  Question  respect^ 
inff  the  state  of  the  King  s  bodily  healthy 
did  you  mean  to  state  that  it  had  been  lA. 
any  degree  worse  during  the  last  three  or 
four  days  ?«— Certainly^  in  some  degrea 
worse. 

Was  it  so  much  worse  af  to  naka  yon 
apprehend  any  degrae  of  danger  ?«-<Wa| 
it  to  continue,  I  should  consider  that  there 
was  some  danger. 

Do  you  speak  of  what  it  is  now^  ac 
what  it  was  some  days  ago  ?•— I  left  Wind* 
sor  yesterday  morping^  I  speak  of  tha 
state  in  which  it  was  then.  I  think  it 
right  to  add,  I  hava  frequently  seen  such 
states  before,  from  which  bis  Majesty  has 
recovered. 

Have  you  ever  seen  any  other  patient 
recover  from  a  similar  state? — Frequently. 

At  the  King's  age  ? — No; 

Is  the  nature  or  the  present  attack  tha 
same  as  that  lirom  which  yau  have  seen 
the  King  racavar  before  ?-M*Preaisaly. 
(G) 
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sou  SB  OF  COMMONS. 

Tkunday,  January  9. 

Refort  fbom  thb  Committee  or  the 
House  of  Commons  afpointed  to  bxa- 

MINE     THE    .  KlNc's     PHYSICIANS.]      ^  Mf. 

Secretary  Byder  rose,  for  the  purpose  of 
moving  the  appointment  of  a  Committee 
ta  examine  the  King's  Physicians,  touch- 
ing the  state  of  his  Majestj^'s  health.    It 
had  haen  considered  questionable,  whe- 
ther or  not  in  the  present  stage  of  the  pror 
ceeding,  it  was  necessary  to  appoint  any 
Committee  for  that  purpose ;  but  asdoubu 
had  arisen  in  some  quarters  on  that  sub- 
ject, it  had  been  deemed  advisable  be- 
fore the  House  proceeded  to  any  ulterior 
measure,  that  they  should  enter  into  an 
inquiry  by  a  Committee  of  their  own;  the 
more-  especially  as  such  an  inauiry  could 
be  productive  of  very  little  delay.     He 
therefore  moved,   '*  That  a  Select  Com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  examine  the  Physi- 
cians who   have   attended  his  Majesty, 
touching  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  health 
since  the  examination  of  his  Majesty's 
physicians   before  a  Committee  of  this 
House  in  the  last  session  of  parliament, 
and  to  report  such  examination  to  the 
House." — ^TJie  motion  was  agreed  to,  and 
a    Committee   accordingly  appointed  of 
21  members,  as  follows:   Mr.  Secretary 
Ryder,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  Mr.  Ponsonby, 
Mr.  Wilberforcc,  Mr.  Sheridan,  the  At- 
torney General,  Mr.  W.  Adam,  Mr.  A.  H. 
Eyre,  Mr.  C.  Long,  Mr.  Tierney,  lord 
Jocelyn,  sir  J.  Newport,  sir  J.  Nicholl, 
Mr.    Whitbread,    lord  Castlereagh,    lord 
Milton,   Mr.  Canning,  lord  G.  Cavendish, 
Mr.  H.  Addington,  Mr.  S.  Bourne. 

•    On  the  13tli,  the  said  Committee  made 
their  Report,  as  follows: 

REPORT. 

Thk  Select  Committee  appointed  to 
examine  the  Physicians  who  have  at* 
tended  His  Majesty,  touching  the  State^ 
of  His  Majesty's  Health,  since  the 
Examination  of  His  Majesty's  Physi- 
cians  before  a  Commiltee  of  this  House 
in  the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  and 
to  report  such  Examination  to  the 
House ; — 

•Have,  pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  House, 
examined  the  Physicians  accordingly : 
which'  Examination  is  as  foliowa : 


Veneris,  \(f  dUJanuarii,  1812. 
The  Right  Honourable  Charles  Long,  in 


the  Chair. 

Dr.  Matthsw  Baiilib,  called  in^  and 
examined. 
Q,  Is  the  state  of  his  Majesty's*health 
such  as  to  render  him  incapable  of  coming 
to  his  Parliament  in  person,  or  of  attend- 
ing to  any  kind  of  public  business  ? — 
A.  The  slate  of  his  Majesty's  health  ia 
such  as  to  render  him  incapable  of  com- 
ing to  Parliament,  or  of  attending  to  pub- 
lic business.  ^ 

What  is  the  slate  of  his  Majesty's  bodily 
health?— His  Majesty's  bodily  health, 
when  I  leil  him  on  Monday  last,  and  ge- 
nerally of  late,  has  been  but  little  disor- 
dered. 

What  is  the  present  state  of  his  Majes- 
ty's mental  health  ?— The  errors  of  hit 
Majesty's  mind  seem  to  be  as  strongly  ina- 
pressed  upon  it,  as  during  any  part  of  hit 
illness ;  but  his  Majesty  has  within  the 
last  few  weeks  been  able  to  relate  anec- 
dotes more  distinctly  than  for  two  or  three 
months  before  that  period. 

Adverting  to  the  state  of  his  Majesty'f 
bodily  and  mental  health  since  you  wat 
last  examined  before  ,a  Committee  of  tfait 
House,  are  you  now  of  opinion  that  his 
Majesty's  recovery  is  probable,  or  impro* 
bable?— I  think  that  his  Majesty's  reco«» 
very  is  highly  improbable. 

Are  you  of  opmion  that  his  Majes^'s 
recovery  is  hopeless  ? — I  cannot  state  that 
his  M^esty's  recovery  is  altogether  with- 
out hope,  but  I  think  it  still  extremely  im* 
probable. 

On  what  do  you  ground  your  opinion, 
that  his  Majesty's  recovery  is  highly 
improbable?—!  think  his  Mirjesty's  re- . 
covery  is  highly  improbable,  because  his 
illness  has  continued  for  many  months  ; 
and  bis  mental  health  is  in  a  considerably 
worse  state  than  it  was  eight  or  ten  months 
ago,  because  bis  Majesty  is  considjerablr 
advanced  in  life,  and  because  his  MiyestyiS 
present  indisposition  has  assumed  a  more 
detarmined  form  than  in^apy  of  bis  former 
illnesses.  '^ 

Has  his  Majesty's  present  degree  of 
mental  infirmity  taken  place  gradually,  or 
suddenly  ?— The  present  degree  of  his 
Majesty's  mental  infirmity  may  be  said  lo 
have  taken  place  leather  suddenly  :  he  w» 
in  a  much  better  state  of  mental  healtb  to- 
wards the  end  of  June;  early  In  July,  hia 
mind  was  impressed  with  all  the  errora 
which,  have  continoed  since. ' 
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Have  yoQ  erer  known  an  inttaoc«  of 
nny  person  exactly  circumstanced  as  bis 
Majesty  now  is,  in  point  of  mental  health, 
recof ering  ?— My  experience  in  com- 
plaints of  this  general  class  is  fery  ii- 
mited :  I  have  not  known  any  case  resem* 
bling  Tery  exactly,  in  all  its  features,  that 
of  his  Majesty.  The  only  person  that  I 
have  known,  about  hi*  Majesty's  time  of 
life,  whose  mental  health  was  deranged, 
did  not  recover. 

At  the  time  of  the  sudden  change  from 
better  to  worse  in  his  Majesty's  mental 
health,  in  the  month  of  July,  was  his  bodily 
health  much  impaired,  and  was  his  life  in 
danger?*-!  cannot  recollect  the  minute 
circamstances  attending  the  derangement 
of  his  bodily  health  at  that  exact  period ; 
bnt  the  general  impression  which  remains 
on  my  mind  is,  that  his  bodily  health  was 
not  worse  at  that  time,  than  it  has  been 
tbroQgh  the  general  course  of  his  indispo- 
sition* 

Were  the  paroxysms  of  mental  disorder 
at  that  time  such  and  so  violent,  or  are 
they  so  now,  as  during  their  continuance  to 
bring  his  Majesty's  life  into  danger  from 
their  efifect? — In  some  of  the  most  violent 
paroxysms  of  his  Majesty's  complaint,  he 
may  perhaps  be  said  to  have  been  in  some 
hazard)  but  it  never  appeared  to  me  to*  be 
considerable:  with  regard  to  the  present 
state  of  his  disorder,  I  believe  that  his  life 
IS  in  no  hazard  whatever. 

Can  you  state  how  long  ago  it  is  since 
yon  forme4  an  opinion  that  his  Majesty's 
recovery  was  improbable  ?— >I  began  to  be 
less  confident  about  his  Majesty's  reco- 
very, at  the  time  of  the  Report  of  July ;  in 
the  beginning  of  October  1  thought  his 
Majesty's  recovery  very  improbable ;  and 
now  my  opinion  with  respect  to  the  impro- 
bability ot  bis  Majesty's  recovery,  is  rather 
strengthened  than  weakened. 

In  your  opinion,  are  his  Majesty's  facul« 
ties  of  perception  and  memory,  impaired 
in  any  material  degree  ? — His  Majesty's 
perception  and  apprehension  seem  to  me 
to  be  as  acute  at  present  as  during  any 
period  of  his  indisposition;  his  memory 
seems  to  be  impaired,  but  in  a  very  incon- 
siderable degree.  [Withdrew. 

Dr.  William  Heb£rden,  called  in ;    and 
examined. 

S.  Is  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  health 
SQch  as  to  render  him  incapable  of  com- 
ing in  person  to  his  parliament,  or  of  at- 
tending lo  any  poblic  business  ?— il.  It  is 
each  as  to  render  him  incapable  of  coming 


in  person  to  his  Parliament,  or  of  attending 
to  any  public  business. 

What  is  the  present , state  of  his  M^es-. 
ty's  bodily  health  ? — It  is  very  liiUe  re- 
moved from  his  Majesty's  natural  state  of. 
health. 

What  is  the  present  state  of  his  Ma* 
jesty's  menUl  health? — His  Msjesty's 
state  of  mind  is  very  much  disordered. 

Adverting  to  the  sute  of  his  Majesty's 
mental  and.  bodily  health  since  your  last 
examination  before  a  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  are  you  now  of  opi*. 
nion  that  his  Majesty's  recovery  is  proba- 
ble or  improbable? — Improbable. 

In  what  degree  do  you  consider  it  as  im» 
probable  ? — It  is  highly  improbable,  bat 
not  in  an  extreme  degree. 

Are  you  of  opinion  that  his  Majesty's 
recovery  is  hopeless.— No. 

Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  prospect  of 
his  Majesty's  recovery  is  all  but  hope* 
less  ? — No.  His  Majesty,  from  the  mid- 
dle of  July  last  till  about  the  second  week 
of  December,  appeared  to  me  to  be  more 
uniformly  disordered  in  his  mind  than  he 
has  been  since  that  period  ;  had  the  same 
degree  of  disorder  still  continued,  I  mi^bt 
perhaps  consider  his  Majesty's  condition 
as  almost  hopeless,  but  the  subsequent  im<* 
pfovement,  slight  as  it  has  been,  makes 
me  think  altogether  more  favourably  of 
the  termination. 

In  what  has  that  slight  improvement 
consisted? — It  consists  in  a  greater  power 
of  conversation,  and  in  haying  laid  aside 
some  erroneous  notions  with  which  his^ 
Majesty  had  been  before  possessed. 

Is  it  to  be  understood  that  lus  Majesty's 
mind  is  not  as  much  impressed  with  the 
errors  which  had  possession  of  it  before, 
as  he  was  in  the  middle  of  the  month  of 
July  last?  —The  errors  to  which  I  allude, 
had  grown  up  in  his  Majesty's  mind  be* 
tween  the  middle  of  July  and  the  end  of 
August;  from  the -second  week  in  De- 
cember, his  Majesty's  mind  has  appeared 
to  me  to  be  clearer,  and  freer  from  error, 
than  it  had  been  in  the  latter  part  of 
Auffost. 

Do  the  errors  which  existed  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's mind  before  the  middle  of  July 
last,  still  continue  to  exist  in  the  same 
degree  that  they  did  formerly  ?— The 
errors  and  general  character  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's disorder,  since  the  middle  of  July, 
have  appeared  to  me  altogether  different 
from  what  they  were  in  any  previous  part 
of  his  Majesty  s  illness;  and  though  some 
ideas  may  stUl  remain,  which  posseseeo 
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kii  M«jeHf^8  mind  tw\j  in  bis^Ki<mkr» 
the  greater  Dart  of  tbettl  hhvt  gf^wfl  up 
iinoe  the  niddlt  of  Joly. 

You  are  uhdertt^od  to  wy,  that  those 
errors  that  hate  poaieMed  the  mind  of 
the  King,  between  the  middle  of  July 
mnd  the  second  week  in  December,  were 
quite  distinct  from  those  that  had  pes* 
a^ised  it  prenously  to  the  middle  of  Joly^ 
--Yes, 

And  you  are  understood  to  tay,  that 
lliose  errors  were  remo? ed,  or  rery  much 
diminished  at  l«ast  ^-^Some  of  them  hare 
D€en  retnoved* 

State  whether  the  errprs  which  potsess*- 
ed  h\n  Majesty's  mind  before  the  middle 
of  July,  sfill  continue  to  possess  it  ?— -I  be- 
liere  I  must  go  into  some  history  of  his 
Majesty^s  complaint,  from  as  long  ago  as 
Febraary  last,  to  the  end  of  April :  hts 
Majesty  had  appeared  to  be  getting  ma- 
terially better  in  the  months  of  April. 
May,  and  June,  there  was  rery  little  of 
disorder  exhibited:  early  in  July,  there 
ieemed  to  be  a  fresh  accesston  of  disorder, 
•o  distinct  in  its  character,  from  his  Ma- 
jesty's prerious  state,  that  I  look  upon  it 
is  indeed  a  new  complaint. 

Bid  the  old  complaint  continue  to  sub* 
tist  along  with  the  new  complaint;  or 
'Whttk  the  new  complaint  manifested  itself 
hi  the  mind,  did  the  old  complaint  seem 
to  be  extinguished  ?  When  the  new  com- 
^mt  arose  earty  in  July,  though  his  Ma- 
jesty was  not  well  from  hb  n>rmer  dis- 
order, yet  I  am  not  conscious  that  there 
were  any  particular  erron,  that  at  that 
time  reMed  upon  his  mhid. 

Do  any  of  the  errors  that  poisesaed  his 
Majesty's  mind  before  the  middle  of  last 
July,  now  possess  it?— His  Majesty's 
nind  is  still  possessed  with  the  same  sort 
of  false  reasoning ;  but  I  am  not  aw^re, 
that  for  some  time  prertoos  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  disorder  in 
July,  there  were  any  fttlse  facts  vpon  his 
Majesty's  mind. 

Then  the  error  of  bis  MajestyN  mind, 
ei  you  are  understood  to  state,  prerioas 
to  July,  was  merely  that  of  false  reason- 
ing ;  are  you  to  be  understood  that  that 
was  the  sole  error  of  his  Majesty's  mind, 
prerioua  to  that  ?«-I  think  for  two  or  three 
months  previous  to  July,  that  had  been 
the  state  of  his  Majesty's  mind. 

Does  that  propensity  of  the  mind  stiH 
continue  ?«»*Tes. 

Did  that  folse  reasoning  extend  itself  to 
many  aubjecu,  or  did  it  confine  hself  to  a 
tsnf^h  waa  principuHy  eonlned  to  b 


few  i  but  there  wero  m^ny  subjectt  upon 
which  his  Majesty's  judgment  could  not 
be  trusted* 

Does  his  Majesty's  mind  continue  to  be 
engaged  upon  those  pattiouler  subjecta,  on 
which  you  say  it  waa  principally  engaged 
at  that  period  .>--Ye^ 

When  his  Majesty's  mind  runs  upon 
those  subjects,  on  which  you  say  ii  waa 
principally  engaged,  is  it  subject  now  to 
the  same  false  reasoning  it  waa  then  ?-^ 
Yea. 

You  have  said,  that  jou  consider  hi» 
Majesty's  recovery  as  highly  improbable  ; 
have  you  ever  known  any  person  eircunf* 
stanced  in  mental  health,  as  the  King  Is 
now  circumstanced*  and  of  the  seme  age 
as  his  Majesty,  recover  ftom  an  illneae 
such  as  his  Majesty's  ? — I  never  knew  amjr 
person  under  the  same  circumstances  m 
disorder  and  age  as  his  Majesty. 

How  long  hare  you  been  of  opMoia 
that  his  Majesty's  recovery  was  highly 
improbable  N-^Ferhapa  from  the  latter  end 
of  AugaSI.  [Withdrew. ' 

Dr.   Thomas    Munro,   called    in;     and 
examined. 

a  la  the  state  of  his  Majesty'a  heakh 
such  us  to  render  him  incapable  of  coming 
in  person  to  his  Parliament,  or  of  attending 
to  any  kind  of  public  buamess  ?— il.  Ithink* 
his  Majesty's  state  is  such  as  to  render 
him  incapable  of  comtfig  tohis  Fariiament, 
or  of  doing  any  public  business. 

What  is  the  present  slate  of  his  Mm- 
jesty's  bodily  heahh  ?— The  present  stat* 
of  his  Miyesty's  bodily  health  ia  lolerably- 
good. 

What  is  the  present  state  of  hts  Mi*> 
jesty's  mental  health  ?—*Hia  M^feMy'» 
mental  health  is  insane. 

Adferting  to  the  state  of  his  Majesty** 
mental  and  bodily  heakh,  during  hia  pee- 
sent  indisposition,  as  far  as  it  has  come 
under  your  observation,  are  yen  now  oF 
opinion  that  his  M^eaty^  recovery  ie 
probable  or  improbabie?«*»I  think  hit 
Majesty's  recovery  is  improbable. 

In  what  degree  do  you  conaider  hit 
Majesty's  reeorery  to  m  improbable  ?•-» 
I  think  it  to  be  very  improbable. 

Are  you  ef  opinion  that  it  ia  hopelesa  # 
—Certainly  not. 

On  what  do  you  found  your  opinion 
that  his  Majesty'^i  mental  situation  isftot 
hopeless  ?— His  Mi^sty  has  so  «yn^ 
toms  of  fiMuity;  if  his  Mmfesty  had  thoae 
symptoQia,  I  ahould  eertatnly  tfftmdm  h 
aa  a  nope  leas  caae. 
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Dd  yen  c^nskkr  than  ni  dl  m«itel  dis- 
trikn  not  acoovpaiiied  by  imtoky,  there 
is  mhr»ys  tofoe  bop«  ?^I  certaioiy  tliiak 
fkitn  k  a  cbaiicf  ti  Mcovtry . 

In  th«  trottfM  of  yoor  practict,  iHivt 
3HKI  fr«i[tt«iiUy  li»4  bofMt  fooadad  upon 
mch  r««80iiii»g  realised  ?»»CeitaMily. 

HaTe  yoo  erer  known  a  pattentcirf  am- 
fliaaced  aa  lut  Majaaly  it,  at  te  mental 
disorder  aad  period  of  life,  recoter?«-4 
have  known  patients  older  than  bis  Ma* 
jeeiy  recover. 

With  the  same  degree  of  nenul  dis- 
order?— Not  with  tlM  same  degree. of 
ItoenUl  disorder;  1  lia?e  seen  very  lew 
cases  of  persons  so  old  as  kis  Mi^esty. 

Do  yoa  conceive  tkat  ike  pecalmr  siiwa- 
tton  of  bis  M^esty,  circomslaiiced  as  be 
h,  with  regard  to  bis  regal  dignity,  kas 
any  eied  upoa  bis  dtsiemper  f^— I  tkink 
ibem  is  a  vast  deal  of  iivitation  about  bie 
Majesty,  which  is  seldom  seen  in  patiema 
kk  jrenend. 

Do  yea  coneaive  that  any  degree  or 
portion  of  bis  Majesty's  disorder,  is  as» 
cribable  to  his  being  a  King  ?— I  tbi»k 
Osrtainfy  that  tbe  aaxiety  and  cares  of 
government  may  possibly  have  contribotad 
to  Ike  disorder. 

At  this  QtoAont  do  you  think  that  tbe 
aanao  of  bis  awn  sitaktlon  as  being  tbe 
Ssiver^gn  of  tbe  coantfy,  bas  any  eflect 
one  wav  or  other  open  tbe  state  of  Ms 
ittoota)  baaltk  f^d  should  think  net. 

Does  his  Ma^ty  shew  any  anxiety  on 
the  sahject  of  public  affliirs  ?— I  have  had 
Tsvy  few  opportawities  of  seeing  bis  Ma- 
jesty ;  during  ny  presence  with  bini,  I 
have  not  observed  any  thing  of  tbe  kind. 

Do  you  conceive  that  his  Majesty's  eta- 
ttan  bes>  or  bei  b^d,  or  is  likely  to  have 
any,  and  what  effect  upon  bis  twemal  dis- 
order ?— -I  concf  ive  ibat  bis  Majesty  has 
BOt  sofiered  from  bis  high  sttwition,  as  far 
as  1  have  bad  an  opportunity  of  observing, 
daring  oty  attendance. 

Do  you  think  that  the  reileetion,  upon 
kna  own  vagal  atate,  when  his  mind  is  in  a 
state  of  progress  towards  recaw^ry,  might 
barve  any  e^ct  either  in  retarding  or  ac- 
eeleraiing  that  recovery  ?— *!  think  it  migbt 
have  some  efiect  in  retarding  that  recf^ 


How  fong  ago  is  it  sinco  you  first  saw 
Ids  Majesty  ? — Tha  ftrst  time  I  saw  bis 
Majesty  was  tba  9tb  of  October. 

Hare  you  seen  the  King  regtHarly  fpom 

iba  #tb  of  OctobM-  ?— 1   have  been  at 

,  Windaarasndiffafeottiaaes;  the  firM  seven 

'  we«ki I waa tlMPO  ance  aiiveeli;  wemaa 


tbe  Fridtyt  aad  eama  back  on  tbal 
day ;  the  three  last  visita  once  a  lark)igbii« 
Have  yoavritneaaadany  iatpravaoiantka 
tbe  King's  mental  state  hutarly  ?-^  an  net 
aware  of  ai^y  impravetaat.     [Withdrew. 

Dr.  Samubl  Foaet  Simmons^  called  ioi 
and  examined. 

A  Is  ^  sute  of  his  Majesty^  bf«Mi 
sack  as  to  render  him  incapable  of  aopilag 
in  peraon  to  bis  pnrKaatent,  or  of  atteadiiMf 
lo  any  kind  of  public  business? — A.  m 
certaii^ly  is. 

What  is  tbe  present  stale  af  bia  M«» 
jest/s  bodily  beakb  ?-^Upaii  iba  wb4le, 
vary  gaod. 

What  ia  tba  present  slate  of  bis  Um* 
jesty's  mental  health  ?— A  state  of  great 
derangeaseat* 

Adverting  to  tbe  state  af  bta  Majaatjf^i 
mental  and  bodily  bealtb  during  bitpiw- 
aent  indispoaitian,  as  far  as  it  ItaaceiM 
under  your  observatien,  are  yoa  of  apbiiow 
that  bis  Majesty's  recovery  is  probable,  m 
iasprobable  ?— •Improbable. 

In  wbat  degree  do  yoti  cencaisa  it  take 
improbable  ?— it  is  difficult,  pesbaps  iaa* 
passible,  ta  say. 

Are  yoQ  of  opioten  that  it  is  bapeiess  ¥ 
-—I  am  not. 

How  long  have  yon  attended  tbe  King  * 
-^rom  the  9tb  day  of  October. 

Upon  what  do  you  ground  ^our  opl« 
nien,  that  tbe  King's  reco^ry  is  impra^ 
hable  ?— On  tbe  different  attacks,  and  tba 
repeated  attacks,  bis  Majesty  has  had ; 
hie  age ;  and  what  i  have  observed  occa^ 
sioaally  of  tbe  symptomfs  of  the  diieaaa 
ander  which  he  now  labours. 

Bid  you  ever  aee  any  person  as  old  aa 
hie  Majesty,  and  labouring  under  tbe  sauna 
dagrce  of  mental  derangeaaent,  recov<er? 
— ^Several. 

Did  you  ever  see  any  person  as  old  as 
his  Majesty,  and  who  had  so  long  laboured 
ood<*r  tbe  same  degree  of  mental  fuBrmityi 
recover  ? — I  have  seen  persons  as  old  aa 
his  Majesty  recover,  after,  I  think,  a  longer 
duration  of  the  disease  than  tbe  present 
attack. 

Aher  as  aaany  repeated  attacks  as  bis 
Majesty  bas  Imd  ?— With  respect  to  iM 
number  of  attacks,  I  have  bad  occasion,  in 
hospital  practice,  ta  see  pertons  who  have 
gone  through  a  long  life,  ocoasionally  sub- 
ject lo  attacks  of  this  kind ;  I  have  known 
persons  attacked  ten,  twelve,  or  more  tines-, 
and  recover  from  each  of  those  attacks. 

Atid  die  of  age  at  last  ^<— Yes. 

Not  in  a  state  of  insanity  ?— I  cttinot 
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immedtttely  recollect  imUocet,  bnt  I  be- 
lieve  I  may  veDture  to  ^y,  that  I  hare 
known  some  die  of  other  disease^  and  not 
in  a  state  of  insanity. 

Their  last  attack  havingcome  upon  them 
at  the  axe  his  Majesty  has  pow  attained  ? 
-^That  18  hazarding  a  great  deal ;  it  would 
require  time  and  reference  to  records  to 
answer  that  question ;  but  I  certainly  have 
leen  patients  as  old  and  much  older  than 
his  Majesty,  recover  from  attacki  of  this 
kind. 

You  say  that  you  consider  his  Majesty's 
recovery  as  improbable  ?— ^I  do. 

You  sav  you  have  known  persons  as  old 
as  his  Majesty,  and  labouring  under  an 
equal  degree  of  mental  derangement,  re* 
cover  ?— Yes. 

Then  why  do  you  think  his  Majesty's 
recovery  improbable  ?— Because  the  num« 
ber  of  recoveries  of  persons  of  that  age  is 
very  small  in  comparison  with  the  number 
of  recoveries  of  those  that  are  younger, 
the  instances  of  recovery  become  less  in 
the  advanced  periods  of  life.  In  St. 
Luke's  hospital,  we  find  that  to  be  so  much 
the  case,  that  for  the  last  three  years,  it 
has  been  resolved  to  admit  no  person 
above  the  age  of  seventy  ;  before  that,  we 
were  not  restricted  in  point  of  age ;  and 
in  the  course  of  about  tbirty  years  there 
have  occurred  (for  I  looked  over  the  Re- 
ports) about  seventy-eight  instances  of 
persons  of  seventy  years  and  upwards  who 
had  been  admitted,  and  of  that  number 
only  about  sixteen  had  been  discharged 
from  the  books  of  the  hospital  as  cured  : 
whereas,  taking  the  whole  number  of  pa- 
tients during  that  period,  the  number 
amounting^  to  above  six  thousand,  about 
one  half  or  very  nearly  half  have  reco- 
vered, but  only  one  patient  in  five  of  that 
advanced  age  have  recovered. 

h  not  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  consti- 
tution and  general  health  remarkably 
strong,  considering  the  period  of  his  life  ? 
—His  Majesty's  constitution  is  so  good, 
that  I  should  rate  him  as  a  man  of  sixty, 
in  point  of  health,  now  at  this  moment. 

Have  you  perceived  latterly  any  symp- 
toms of  improvement  in  his  Majesty's 
mental  health? — I  have  thought,  for  the 
last  month,  his  Majesty  detailed  anecdote, 
and  seemed  inclined  to  listen  to  what  was 
laid  to  him  by  those  about  him,  rather 
more  than  he  did  at  the  beginning  of  my 
attendance. 

Do  you  consider  that  as  any  material 
symptom  of  improvement } — I  have  thought 
it  raiher  a  favourable  aign. 


Do  the  s3rmptoms  of  his  Majesty^s  pre- 
sent disorder  differ  in  any  respect,  and  in 
what,  from  those  which  you  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  observing  when  yon  attmided  hia 
Mi^esty  in  his  illness  in  1804?— The  state 
of  bis  Majesty's  ideas  is  very  different  from 
what  it  was  in  1804j  the  hqt  is,  that  the 
symptoms  of  mental  disease  must  be  in  a 
great  degree  the  ideas  of  the  patient ;  it  is 
not  like  a  bodily  disease,  you  can  judge  of 
the  state  of  a  man's  mind  only  from  the 
ideas  he  gives  forth,  and  they  are  in  many 
respects  very  different  from  what  they 
were  when  1  attended  his  Majesty  beforew 

Do  the  differences  which  you  observed 
in  his  Majesty's  present  and  past  state  lead 
yon  to  form  conclusions  more  or  less  un- 
favourable to  his  ultimate  recovery?— 
More  unfavourable. 

Have  you  ever  discovered  any  symp- 
toms of  &tuity  in  his  Majesty's  case? — I 
have  not 

Do  you,  on  account  of  the  absence  of 
that  symptom,  think  less  unfiivourably 
of  his  Majesty's  recovery  ? — More  favour- 
ably. 

Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  classing* 
the  different  descriptions  of  mental  disor- 
der ? — ^That  <is  a  matter  of  so  much  dift- 
culty,<  that  I  have  not  attempted  it  any 
more  than  the  common  distinction  of  mania 
and  melancholia;  low  spirits,  and  high 
spirits,  or  more  or  less  of  irritability. 

Do  you  conceive  the  loss  of  sight  in  ht« 
Majesty  would  have  any  efifoct  in  retard- 
ing or  accelerating  his  recovery,  or  render-? 
ing  it  more  or  less  probable  ? — ^The  nom-^ 
ber  of  cases  of  blind  persons  that  I  have 
met  with,  who  have  been  insane,  has  been 
extremely  small ;  they  do  not  amount  to 
more  than  seven  or  eight ;  they  have  been 
all  of  them  unfavourable  cases;  and  it  is 
difficult  to  say  what  effect  blindness  may 
have,  with  respect  to  the  treatment  of  an 
insane  person ;  in  some  points  it  may  be 
favourable,  but  in  general  one  would  supn 
pose  it  was  rather  unfiavotnmble.  You  can- 
not guide  and  manage  the  patient  so  well 
as  if  he  could  see. 

Do  you  mean  by  unfavourable  cases, 
cases  in  which  the  patients  did  not  re- 
cover ?— Yes. 

Do  you  conceive  that  the  reflection 
upon  his  regal  state,  when  his  Majesty's 
mind  is  in  a  state  of  progress  towaids  re- 
covery, might  have'any  effect  whatever  in 
retarding  or  accelerating  that  recovery  ? 
— His  Majesty  has  appeared  to  retain  a 
consciousness  of  his  regal  state,  and  that 
seems  to  have  given  a  peculiar  feature  to 
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hit  diftorder,  and  makes  it  in  fame  degree 
different  from  that  of  an  ordinary  case*; 
but  1  should  find  it  very  difficult  to  aay^ 
how  hr  that  would  retard  or  promote  his 
recovery  ;  it  makes  the  case  rather  more 
difficult  to  conduct. 

Have  the  goodness  to  state,  whether  you 
consider  his  Majesty's  perceptions  as  clear 
and  distinct  ? — His  Majesty's  perceptions, 
with  respect  to  any  objects  that  are  pre* 
sented  to  him,  are  correct ;  but  he  luis  a 
number  of.  ideas  floating  in  his  mind  that 
are  extremely  erroneous :  but  he  judges  of 
the  objects  immediately  around  him,  bis 
food  and  those  things,  with  great  precision; 
speaks  of  the  goodness  of  a  dish^  whether 
be  likes  it  or  not,  and  knows  every  thing 
presented  to  him  ^  so  far  his  perception  is 
correct. 

Does  his  Majewty's  memory  appear  to 
be  at  all  aBected  ?«»His  memory  is  firm 
and  good. 

Do  yoo  draw  any  inference  from  that 
circumstance,  with  respect  to  the  proba- 
bilii  yor  improbability  of  recovery  ?— That 
ia  certainly  a  favourable  circumstance. 
[Withdrew. 
Lume,  13*  dieJanuarU,  1812. 
The  Right  Honourable  Charles  Long,  in 

the  Chair. 
Dr.  Sir  Hbnrt  Halpord>  Bart,  called  in ; 

and  examined. 
*  d.  Is  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  health 
SQcb  as  to  render  him^  incapable  of  com« 
-log  in  person  to  his  Parliament ;  or  of  at- 
tending to  any  kind  of  public  business?— 
A.  it  is  such  as  to  render  him  incapable 
of  coming  to  his  Parliament  or  attending  to 
any  kind  of  public  business. 

What  is  the  present  state  of  his  Majes- 
ty's bodily  health?— Not  good,  by  any 
means. 

What  is  the  present  state  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's mental  health  ? — Extremely  disor- 
dered. 

Adverting  to- the  state  of  his  Majesty's 
bodily  and  mental  health,  since  your  last 
examination  before  a  Committee  of  the 
.House  of  Commons,  are  you  now  of  opi- 
nion that  his  Majesty's  recovery  is  proba- 
ble or  improbable  ?— Improbable. 
.  In  what  deeree  do  you  consider  it  as  im- 
probable ?— Very  improbable. 
,  Are  you  of  opinion  that  his  Majesty's 
recovery  is  hopeless  ?— No. 

On  what  do  you  found  the  opinion,  that 
hie  Majesty's  recovery  is  not  hopeless, 
though  very  improbable  ?-*It  is  y.ery  im- 
probable, .from  the  chari^ter.of  bis  pre- 


sent syipptoms;  firom  the  duratios  of  tba 
disorder,  and  from  his  Majesty's  advanced 
period  of  life ;  liut  above  all,  from  the  in* 
fluence  of  his  Majesty's  peculiar -situation 
and  circumstances,  upon  his  irritable  con-* 
stitution :  but  his  Majesty's  faculties  of 
perception  and  memory  are  not  impaired. 

When  did  you  first  form  an  opinion 
that  the  recovery  of  his  Majesty  was  very 
improbable?— In  the  beginning  of  July 
last  I  thought  it  improbable;  and  the  con- 
tinuance of  his  symptoms  since  that  time 
has  made  it  very  improbable,  in  my  opi- 
nion. 

Do  you  expect  that  his  Majesty  will 
recover  ?— I  do  not  expect  that  he  will  re- 
cover. 

Is  his  Majesty  in  a  state  to  converse 
upon  public  aflairs  ?•— Ceruinly  not. 

Has  there  been  any  period  since  your 
last  examination,  when  his  Majesty's  life 
has  appeared  in  immediate  danger  ? — No. 

Is  there  any  such  danger  existing  now  ? 
— I  think  there  was  not  when  I  left  Wind- 
sor on  Saturday ;  but  I  have  reason  to 
think  that  within  the  last  four  and  twenty 
hours  the  Kins  has  not  been  so  well.        ' 

Had  any  Kesh  accession  of  disorder 
taken  place  before  you  .left  Windsor  on 
Saturday,  or  had  you  reason  to  apprehend 
that  it  was  coming  on  ?— His  Majesty  was 
under  circumstances  to  make  one  rather 
suspect  that  it  was  coming  on,  than  that  it 
had  established  itself. 

Could  you  ascribe  the  aggravation  of 
the  symptoms  that  was  coming  on,  to  any 
particular  cause  ?— No. 

Is  his  Majesty's  bodily  health  more  im- 
paired now  than  it  was  six  months  ago  ?— I 
do  not  think  it  is. 

Is  his  Majesty  in  a  worse  state  of  bodily 
health  than  he  was  when  you  were  last 
examined  ?— No. 

Have  you  observed  any  signs  of  amend- 
ment in  nis  Majesty  since  the  beginning 
of  December  ? — There  have  been  several 
occasions  on  which  the  violence  of  his 
Majesty's  disorder  appeared  to  be  so  far 
abated,  and  his  mind  seemed  so  far  cleared 
op  as  to  admit  of  his  detailing  anecdotes 
of  past  times  accurately,  but  not  to  exer- 
cise a  sound  judgment  on  present  circum- 
stances. 

Since  the  beginning  of  December,  Has 
his  Majesty  shewn  generally  more  dispo- 
sition to  conversation  r— His  Msjesty  hat 
frequently  shewn  himself  rather  more  ca* 
pable  of  conyersatioo. 

Has  his.  Majesty,  in  any  of  those  con- 
versations to  whicb  you  have  referred,  ad- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


9§]      HOUSB  OF  COBfMONS,      JUpmfimAe 


qfth^Cmmmi      [06 


^«rt«d  to  the  drcvniitoiices  of  Ut  0wn  n« 
tvation  ?«-Ye8.  By  wafcchtiig  th«  turn  of 
his  Majesty's  thougmt,  aad  the  remarkable 
energy  of  his  expresuons,  it  is  obviooi 
that  his  mind  has  been  deeply  stricken  by 
the  toperoession  of  fait  aiuthority.  I  think 
it  is  important  to  state  this,  becenee  it  has 
a  greater  weight  in  detemining  the  opi- 
nion which  1  have  lermed  as  to  the  great 
improbability  of  his  MafeHy's  recovery, 
than  the  particular  eymptoma  of  his  com* 
plaint.  [Withdrew. 

Dr.  John  Willis,  called  in;    and  exa- 
mined. 

ft.  Is  the  state  of  his  Miyesty's  health 
such  as  to  render  him  incapable  of  coming 
in  person  to  bis  Parliament,  or  of  attend- 
ing to  any  kind  of  public  business?-— il« 
His  Majeety  is  incapaole  of  doing  either. 

What  is  the  present  state  of  his  Mup 
jesty's  bodily  health  r^^His  Majesty's  bo* 
dily  health  ihaTe  tboeght  somewhat  im- 
proved since  I  saw  hia  Majesty  first,  which 
fratihe  9tb  of  October;  but  nnt  within 
the  last  week. 

What'ie  thenresent  state  of  his  Mn- 
JM^'s  menul  health  ?<^There  is  a  very 
great  degree  of  derangement,  and  pant*> 
cnlariy  Ordering  on  insanity,  having  very 
VNch  the  symptoms  of  insanity ;  at  the 
snme  time  rather  unusually  and  occasiuah 
nliy  with  delirious  characters. 

Adverting  to  the  stato  of  his  Mi^sty's 
nental  and  bodily  health  during  hia  pre- 
•ent  indispositkm,  as  fiir  as  it  has  come 
under  your  observation,  are  you  of  epi- 
nion,  that  his  Majesty's  recovery  is  pro- 
bable or  improbable  r^Very  imorobable. 

Are  you  of  opinion^  that  bis  Majesty's 
recovery  is  hopeless  ?-«^o,  certainly  not 
iKipeleis. 

On  what  do  you  found  your  opinion, 
that  bis  Msjesty'a  recovery  is  not  hope- 
iett?«-I  tbmkithsa  not  arrived  at  that 
feed  point,  at  which  cnses  generally  are 
bopeless;  it  has  not  te  decidedly  that 
ftxed  character  of  insanity  to  render  it 
iM^eis. 

bo  you  expect  that  his  Majesty  will 
recover^— 'No;  I  do  not«xpnct  tbat  his 
Mi^y  wiU  inecover. 

When  did  you  leave  Windsor  ^— This 
snorniog. 

What  was  hie  Majesty's  ttato  at  the 
time  you  left  Wiodaorf^A  very  indif- 
^rem  atate. 

Is  it  worse  than  it  wet  hirit  wenk  lt.^Yet ; 
i  think  it  ia  certninly  worae  than  it  was 
last 


Hae  there  been  any  aggravation  ef 
symptoms  withiii  the  last  three  days  ?^I 
think  there  bat ;  tbey  have  bordered  more 
on  the  symptoms  of  delirium,  perhaps  not 
to  a  greater  degree  than  I  have  seen  since 
the  Dth  of  October,  but,  as  compared  with 
ten  days  or  a  fortnight  before,  there  was 
then  a  better  appearance.  From  the  Otb 
of  October  to  the  2$d  of  November,  I  saw 
his  Majesty  only  three  days. 

How  often  do  you  visit  his  Majesty 
now  ?-^I  have  been  resident  at  Windsor 
ever  since  the  1 8th  of  November,  wiA 
the  interval  of  the  last  week ;  I  returned 
on  Saturday. 

There  appears,  in  a  Report  presented 
to  the  House  of  Commons  from  her  Ma- 
jesty's Council,  to  have  been  the  corree* 
tion  of  an  opinion  given  by  one  of  the 
physicians  in  his  first .  examination ;  were 
you  the  physician  who  so  corrected  your 
opinion?— I  was. 

Were  there  any  grounds  upon  which 
you  could  form  a  different  opinion  from 
that  which  you  gave  in  your  f&rst  examin* 
ation,  before  the  second'  took  piaoe  ?-J 
do  not  know,  with  regkrd  to  my  own  feel- 
ings, that  I  formed  a  difierent  opinion ; 
but  I  found  that  I  bad  not  used  a  word 
with  its  proper  import,  being  perhaps  in 
the  habit  of  using  the  word  '  despair'  in  a 
more  Yiebt  manner  than  I  ought  to  have 
been :  I  did  not  mean  that  I  did  despair 
totally;  but  one  is  perhaps  apt,  whcin 
speaking  to  the  Iriends  of  a  person  who 
ask  whether  they  shall  remain  looffer  er 
not,  or  wliether  yon  deepair,  to  aay,  I  con- 
ceive a  person  may  recover,  but  I  cannot 
be  without  despair,  or  I  cannot  help  de- 
spairing; but  on  bearing  read  the  words 
I  had  used,  '<  I  cannot  help  despairing," 
with  an  omph^ts  laid  upon  them,  I  wm 
struck  with  them  as  conveying  a  meaninc 
mnch  stronger  than  I  intended.  I  baa 
not  been  in  the  habit  of  attending  the 
Queen's  Council. 

Did  yon  mean  more  by  saying  yon  de- 
spaired of  the  recovery,  Uian  that  vou  did 
not  expect  a  recovery  ^-*Ko,  I  dtd  not. 

You  attonded  the  King  on  fomnor  iH- 
nees?«^Yes. 

Is  his  mental  stato  worse  now  th^  o»- 
oirrad  at  any  time  during  those  fM^vknis 
illnesses  when  you  saw  liia  Majesty  f— 
Very  considerably  worse  than  i  had  seen 
his  Majesty  before. 

Yon  stntod,  that  you  were  called  in  on 
the  9th  of  October;  hat  your  nttondanee 
upon  his  Majesty  been  pretty  ooaslant 
since  that  lioMi.^— Ffom  Vk%  9tk  ^  Ot^ 
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tf&^tr  ItoWtkm  Kwg  o»ly  to  the  12th  4ff 
Odtober»  mkI  was  c«Ue4  in  again  on  tbe 
IBtli  ef  Norember;  tttlce  which  1  bate 
sHended  his  Miyeity  regularly. 

Sibee  yoiir  atteiidined  became  pretty 
•enftaaty  hare  yen  tvtr  witnessed  any 
filing  i^>proacbing  t6  a  iilcid  internal  in 
hh  Mi^eMy's  case  ?•*•!  have  se^n  several 
tinea  in  wfaieh  the  King  could  hold  con* 
i^erntion  extr^Uely  well  for  a  short  time, 
b«t  hie  BIEaiesty  was  always  liable  to  the 
iliaorder  preanng  apon  the  mind  agmn  ai 
any  oKMMBt*  The  King  bat  held  oer- 
teinly  g6ed  coarersatitos^ 

Do  those  cenversattons  appear  to  you 
lo  be  of  a  ferotirable  tendency  P-^Cer- 
tainly  one  canhot  help  having  a  hop^ 
from  hearing  those  conversations,  hot  it 
roqntr^  to  get  lo  a  Airther  •dvancod  point 
to  be  able  to  a^ly  that  it  is  realty  an 
anendneeot ;  it  k  often  what  takes  place 
when  denUBgenient  is  gradually  ceasing. 

Then  th^  derahgenent  of  the  King's 
mind  it  not  such  as  to  leave  3roo  withon^ 
bop^atany  mocneht?-*«It  bad  yeeterday 
Uuch  ^a  fbverieh  tendency ;  it  was  more 
difficult  Id  interrept  (he  King  from  the 
iiiAiience  of  disorder  on  bts  mind)  bat 
Hhtre  is  generally  a  capacity  in  the  King 
ko  answer  afty  sort  of  qoeslions. 

Since  yoor  attendance  upon  his  Ma- 
^ty,  has  there,  in  yoor  juagment^  been 
any  appearance  of  progressive  ionprove- 
neiit  ?-^I  can  hardly  so  well  call  it  pm- 
gressivo  improvement,  as  occasional; 
thore  were  many  days  on  which  there 
wan  a  great  degree  of  quiet  that  has  taken 
place  at  difierent  times  since  the  2$d  of 
November. 

Is  yonr  opinion  upon  the  improbability 
of  hie  Mi^esty's  reeovery  ae  strong  now 
at  it  was  on  th^  9th  of  October  ?-— It  is. 

Do  yoa  Consider  his  Majesty'*  disorder, 
in  geB^ral,  nearest  allied  to  delirium  or 
insanity  ?^^-For  the  most  part,  during  the 
greateel  part  of  the  timd  I  have  seen  his 
Majeaty  in  his  present  indisposition,  it  has 
been  nearest  allied  to  insanity.  [Withdrew. 

Dr.  BonnaT  DaHlino  WiLLts>  called  in ; 
ted  examined, 

la  the  stale  of  his  Majesty's  health  such 
te  to  render  him  incapable  of  coming  In 
poraon  to  hit  parliament,  or  of  attending  to 
»y  Idnd  of  public  businees? — His  Ma- 
jesty's state  is  not  such  as  lo  enable  him 
to  come  to  his  parliamehti  or  to  attend  to 
iny  kind  of  public  business* 

What  is  the  piPesent  state  of  his  Ma- 
loMy'i  bodily  heakh  ?-^Tho  pretest  state 
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of  his  Mi^ty's  bodily  l^ealth  is  by  no 
mean^  aood,  though  it  may  be  considered, 
generaHy  speaking,  better  than  under  the 
^rcurastances  of  Want  of  air'^nd  exercise 
might  have  been  expected.  This  morn- 
ing, his  Majesty  is  in  an  extremely  agi<* 
lated  and  nervous  state^  which  has  been 
Increasing  for  some  time  pasL 

What  is  the  present  state  of  bis  Ma* 
jesty's  mental  health  ?— .The  state  of  his 
Miyosty's  health  is  worse  at  present  than 
it  has  been  at  any  time  since  his  attack.   . 

Advtrting  to  the  state  of  his  Majesty'ii 
mental  health  since  your  last  examination 
beibre  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, are  you  now  of  opinion  that  hie 
Majesty ^s  recovery  is  probable,  or  impro- 
bable  } — Extremely  improbable. 

Are  you  of  opinion  that  bis  Mvjesty'e 
reoovery  is  hopeless  ?-— I  do  not  think  it 
impossible ;  but  I  really  hardly  know  how 
to  apply  the  word  hopeless  in  a  medical 
senses,  it  is  only  applicable  to  a  state  some- 
where between  extreme  improbability  and 
impossibility,  but  (bat  is  a  state  which  ia 
•o  extremely  difficult  to  ascertain,  and  ia 
the  greater  number  of  instances  will  be  a§ 
transient,  that  I  hardly  know  how  to  apply 
the  words.  I  do  not  think  it  impossible, 
but  it  is  in  my  opinion  all  but  impossible. 

When  did  you  first  form  your  opinion, 
that  his  Majesty's  recovery  was  extremely 
HR  probable  f — I  began  to  have  a  very  iu« 
different  6pinion  of  his  Majesty's  state, 
soon  after  the  beginning  of  the  paroxysm 
in  July  i  and  as  the  symptoms  have  n<ver 
givo0  way  in  tny  respcci^  my  hopes  have 
continually  decreased* 

h  there  any  thing  peculiar  in  the  aggra^ 
vated  symptoms  which  have  shewn  thepa* 
selves  within  the  last  three  days? — No- 
thing peeuliar;  nothing  that  we  have  not 
seen  in  several  aggrti vated  states  before. 

Are  the  symptoms  themselves  more  ag- 
gravated than  they  have  been  at  any  pre- 
vious time  ?— No ;  I  have  seen  his  Majesty 
in  the  safhe  state  several  times. 

Are  the  symptoms  which  have  ap{>eared 
within  the  last  three  days,  su^h  a^  to  en- 
danger his  Majesty's  life  ?«— In  any  other 
indiridtial  I  think  they  would  ;  but  I  have 
so  repeatedly  seen  the  King  in  the  same 
state,  and  have  seen  them  give  way  after- 
wards, that  i  can  hardly  say  that  I  con- 
sidei^  bis  Ma^tiy'«  |^  as  in  danger  frem 
those  synfptom^.       ■• 

Referring  to  the  answer  given  to  the 
third  qu^^oo,  respeoling  the  ^ate  of  his 
Majesty's  mental  health,  did  you  mean 
to  eonvey  to  tit  Gottimittee  that  kis  ntental 
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health  is  now  worse  than  it  was  after  the 
paroxysm  came  on  in  July  ?— I  think  it  is. 
Do  you  mean  to  confine  your  answer 
to  that  question,  merely  to  appearance 
within  the  last  three  days  F^-No ;  nothing 
has  taken  place  within  the  last  few  days  to 
increase  the  mental  symptoms.  The 
mental  symptoms  have  regularly  increased 
since  July  ;  they  have  never  diminished. 
'  Has  there  been  no  abatement  o(  symp- 
toms, at  times,  since  the  beginning  of  De- 
cember I — No  abatement  of  the  essential 
symptoms.  [Withdrew. 

The  Prince  Rsgent's  Answer  to  the 
Address.]  Lord  G.  Thynne  reported  to 
the  House,  that  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent,  having  been  attended  with 
their  Address  of  yesterday,  was  pleased  to 
receive  the  same  very  graciously,  and  to 
give  the  following  Answer : 
"  Gentlemen, 

'*  I  thank  you  for  this  dutiful  and  loyal 
Address.  Your  assurances  of  the  conti- 
nuance of  your  support  in  the  great  con* 
lest  in  which  we  are  engaged,  are  highly 
gratifying  to  me,  and  I  have  the  greatest 
satisfaction  in  receiving  the  new  proof  of 
•your  affection  and  loyalty  to  the  King,  my 
•father,  which  is  afforded  t|y  your  readi- 
<ne8S  to  provide  amply  and  suitably  for  his 
comfort  and  dignity  under  the  pressure  ^f 
the  severt  calamity  with  which  it  has  pleas- 
ed the  Almighty  to  afflict  him.'' 

Ecclesiastical    Court Petition 

OP  Mart  Ann  Dix.}  Lord  PoUksione 
•aid,  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  laying  i)e- 
fore  the  House  the  Petition  of  a  very 
humble  individual ;  but,  he  was  sure,  it 
-would  not,  on  that  account,  meet  with  less 
attention,  particularly  when  it  was  known 
that  this  person  had  been  treated  -with 
great  oppression.  The  Petitioner  was  a 
young  woman  of  the  name  of  Dix,  residing 
m  Bristol,  and  who,  for  two  years,  had  been 
imprisoned  in  the  gaol  of  that  city,  having 
been  excommunicated  by  the  sentence  of 
the  Ecclesiastical  Court.  The  circum- 
ftanceswere  briefly  .these.  Two  women, 
of  whom  the  petitioner  was  one,  fell  out, 
and  abused  each  other  in  the  street.  In 
consequence  of  some  expression^  made 
Use  of  by  the  Petitioner,  her  opponent  in- 
'  Atituted  a  suit  against  her  in  the  iicclesias- 
tical  Court,  and  at  the  end  of  a  year  and  a 
half,  she  wassenteneedtop^rbrm  penance. 
Having  failed  in  this,  sne^aft  ultimately 
eaccoouBunicated.  A  pi^oceBsaflerwarcU 
issued  •ut  of  the  King's-bench,    onder 


which  she  was  arrested;  and,  for*  tw<r 
years,  she  had  continued  a  prisoner  in  the 
gaol  of  Bristol.  Being  a  pauper,  she  bad 
no  means  of  subsisting  herself  there,^  but« 
was  relieved  by  her  fother,  who  was  him- 
self a  pauper,  and  received  .occasional  as-^ 
sistance  from  charitable  persons.  As  the 
costs  of  the  suit  amounted  to  SOL  and  she 
was  destitute  of  money,  no  hope  of  her  li<' 
beration  from  prison  could  be  entertained; 
unless  by  the  intervention  of  the^House.  In 
different  Insolvent  acts,  .clauses  had  been 
introduced  for  the  relief  of  persons  in  her 
situation ;  but  in  that  which  had  passed 
last  session,  no  such  clause  had  been  in- 
serted. In  the  Perpetual  act  of  the  33d  of 
his  majesty,  another  mode  of  relief  was 
pointed  out;  but  of  this  she  could  not 
avail  herself,  as  the  expence  which  most 
necessarily  be  incurred,  amounted  to  5h 
and  she  was  not  possessed  of  such  a  sum. 
Even  if  she  were  prepared  to  take  the  be- 
nefit of  that  provision,  she  could  not  claim 
it,  except  at  the  assizes,  and,  as  they  were 
held  but  once  a  year,  she  would  be  obliged 
to  suffer  an  imprisonment  of  nearly  12 
months  longer.  These  were  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  Petitioner  re- 
quested the  interference  of  the '  House. 
He  intended,  at  present,  only  to  move, 
that  the  petition  do  lie  on  the  table; 
for,  on  reading  it,  those  who  were  at  all 
conversant  with  the  regular  proceedihgs- 
of  the  Ecclesiastical  Court,  with  which  he 
had  endeavoured  to  make  himself  ac- 
quainted, would  see  that  divers  irregu- 
larities had  taken  place,  in  the  case  of  Uiis' 
woman.  Therefore,  those  persons  who- 
were  connected  with  the  proceedings, 
might  desire  to  have  some  opportunity  oi 
explanation,  before  the  subject  was  agitated 
by  the  House.  He,  at  the  same  time,  gave 
notice,  that  on  this  day  se'nnigfat,  he* 
would  submit  a  motion  on  this  and  several 
other  similar  cases,  which  had  come  to  bb 
knowledge.  —  The  Petition  was  then 
brought  up  and  read  as  follows: 

"  To  the  Hon.  the  Commons  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  GreatBritain and  Ireland, 
in  Parliament  assembled. 

"  The  humble  Petition  of  Mary  Ann 
Dix,  of  the  parish  of  8aiat  Mary  Redcliff, 
in  the  city  of  Bristol,  spinster,  a  prisoner 
in  his  Majesty's  gaol  of  Newgate,  in  the 
same  city— • 

''  Sheweth*-That  in  or  about  May, 
1808,  your  petitioner  was  cited  by  the 
name  of  Mary  Dicks,  to  appear  personally 
in  the  episcopal  consistory  coojrt.of  Bn«» 
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tol,  lo  answer  to  Elisabeth  Daniel  Ruffy, 
wife  of  Diniel  Benjamin  Hufiy»  of  the 
^uoe  pamh,  oflBder  of  excise,  \fi  a  cause 
or  suit  of  defiiroation  or  slander.— And 
your  petitioner,  in  obedience  to  the  cita- 
tion, appeared  personalty  in  court  on  the 
day  and  time  therein  appointed,  but  no 
proctor  was  employed  on  her  behalf  to  de- 
fied the  said  suit;  your  petitioner  being 
then  only  between  18  and  19  years  of 
age,  without  any  money  of  her  own,  and 
h«r  father  being  only  a  poor  labourer  at 
tike  wages  of  fourteen  shillings  a  week, 
and  having. a  wife  and  five  other  chil- 
dren dependant  upon  him  for  a  mainte- 
Jiance. 

'  '*  That  your  petitioner  continued  to  at- 
tend personally  at  the  court,  on  every 
•ourt  day,  for  several  months  succeuively, 
and  then  went  in  a  place  of  service  at 
Bath,  for  about  three  months ;  and  during 
faer  absence  her  mother  attended  the 
court  for  her,  but  was  told  by  the  plain- 
tifiTs  proctor  publicly  in  the  court,  that 
her  attendance  was  of  no  use,  and  that  she 
most  send  her  daughter. 

''That  upon  your  petitioner's  return 
from  Bath,  she  again  attended  the  said 
court,  and  continued  to  attend  it  in  her 
ovm  person,  until  the  end  of  the  suit. 

**  That  in  the  course  of  the  proceedings 
in  the  said  cause,  your  petitioner  was,  by 
a  sentence  in  writing,  enjoined  penance, 
and  condemned  in  costs,  which  were  af- 
terwards taxed  at  the  sum  of  ]  2/.  7s.  1  ]  d. 
And  in  a  subsequent  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, your  petitioner  was  publicly 
denounced,  and  declared  excommunicate, 
in  the  parish  church  of  St.  Mary  Redclifi^ 
for  not  performing  her  penance,  and  not 
paying  the  said  costs ;  although  your  pe- 
titioner was  never  admonished  to  extract  a 
ichedole  of  the  said  penance  out  of  the 
registry  of  the  said  court,  and  perform  the 
tatne  according  to  the  tenor  and  purport 
thereof;  and  was  totally  ignorant  of  the 
time,  place,  and  manner,  in  which  it  was 
to  be  performed  ;  and  although. your  pe- 
titioner was  then  a  minor,  and  wholly  in- 
capable, from  her  own  and  her  father's 
poverty,  to  pay  the  said  costs. 

^  That  your  petitioner  has  further 
learnt,  that  there  has  been  an  increase  of 
the  costs  subsequent  to  the  period  when 
they  were  taxed,  and  that  the  plaintiff's 
proctor  now  requires  payment  of  the  sum 
of  30/.  as  the  total  amoont  of  the  costs  ; 
which  sum  your  petitioner  is  wholly  inca- 
pable of  paying,  and  which  she  has  not 
the  slightest,  hope,  or  prospect  of  ever 
being  Me  to  make  good. 
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"  That,  on  the  22d  day  of  November, 
1809,  your  petitioner  was  attached,  on  the 
writ  de  excommunicato  capimdo,  directed  to 
the  sherifiii  of  the  city  of  BriVtol,  and 
taken  to  the  gaol  of  Newgate,  in  the  same 
city,  where  she  has  been  ever  since  impri- 
soued.  under,  and  by  virtue  of  the  said 
writ. 

"  That  during  the  whole  of  her.  con- 
finement, your  petitioner  has  been  with^ 
out  any  means  of  providing  for  her  own 
support,  and  that  she  would  have  been 
long  since  starved,  but  for  the  asatistance 
of  her  father,  and  the  bounty  of  benevo- 
lent persons. 

"  That  your  petitioner  has  been  in- 
formed, that  on  divers  occasions  the  legis- 
lature  has  looked  upon  persons  in  her  si'* 
tuation  in  the  lighi  of  debtors,  but  that 
her  poverty  will  eOectually  preclude  her 
from  availing  herself  of  the  relief  provided 
by  the  Lords'  act ;  and  that  when  she  at- 
tempted to  avail  heiseif  of  the  benefits  of 
the  late  insolvent  act,  she  was  informed 
that  it  did  not  apply  to  her  case. 

"  That,  therefore,  your  petitioner  begs 
leave  humbly  to  represent  to  your  honoui^ 
able .  House,  that  she  has  been  for  now 
more  than  two  yean  confined  unjustly, 
for  not  performing  her  aforesaid  penance, 
and  not  paying  costs,  which  she  was  le- 
gally, as  a  minor,  and  practically,  as  a 
pauper,  incapable  of  paying.  That  she 
has  no  means  of  providing  herself  with 
sustenance,  and  no  hope  of  deliverance, 
unless  through  the  interposition  of  your 
honourable  House. 

'*  And  your  petitioner  therefore  humbly 
prays,  that  you  would  graciously  take  h^ 
case  into  your  serious  consideration,  and 

give  her  such  relief  as  to  you  in  your  wis- 
om  shall  seem  meet : 
'*  And  your  petitioner  shall  ever  pray. 
The  Mark  of 
"  Witness,  X 

"  Thomas  Sanders.     Mary  Ann  Dix." 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

D£BTORS    IN    TH£  ISLB  OF  MaN.]      Mr. 

Homer  presented  a  Petition  from  a  num- 
ber of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt  in  the 
Isle,  of  Man,  (of  which  place' they  were 
nqt  natives),  praying  the  intervention  of 
the  legislature  in  their  behalf.  The  hon* 
and  learned  genu  stated,  that  the  Peti- 
tioners were  the  same  persons  whose 
grievances  had  been  laid  before  the  House 
in  the  course  of  the  last  session.  When 
the  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Insolvent  Debtors 
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in  England  and  Walis«,  was  m  its  fyr^gress 
through  that  House,^  a  olatMf  emtending 
its  provisions  to  fttrangers  in  the  Isle  et 
Maiij  had  been  inserted.  The  other  Honst 
feadj  however,  rejeaed  it,  on  the  ground 
that  they  were  not  sufficiently  infbraied  of 
the  stale  of  the  law  in  that  part  of  Iht 
empire,  to  authorise  them  to  legislate  for 
it.  This,  he  conceived,  was  a  very  hard 
^ase,  and  contrary  to  the  first  principles 
•f  justice.  Persons,  who  were  natives  of 
the  island,  and  were  imprisoned  for  debt, 
liad  a  right  te  demand  their  liberty,  en 
giving  up  all  their  ^fleets ;  but  strangers, 
who  contracted  debts  there,  did  not  par- 
take of  this  privilege  ;  they  must  either 
liquidate  them,  or  lie  in  prison.  The 
object  of  the  petitioners  was,  either  to  have 
the  local  law  of  the  island  extended  to 
them,  or  to  be  protected  by  the  provi- 
eions  of  the  act»  passed  for  the  relief  of 
the  debtors  of  the  United  Kingdom.  He 
•abmitted  to  the  House,  that  this  was  a 
ease  on  which  some  particular  provision 
should  be  made.  It  was  his  intention, 
^erefore,  to  introduce  a  bill  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  but  he  would  previously  furnish  the 
House  with  such  information,  as  would 
serve  for  its  ground*work. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

S.BIECT  Committee  apfointed  on  the 
Public  Income  and  Expenditure  of  Ire- 
land.] Sir  John  Newport  said,  in  rising 
to  make  his  promised  motion  for  the  re- 
aopointment  of  the*  Select  Committee  on 
the  Public  Income  and  Expenditure  of 
Ireland;  he  should  not  have  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  trouble  the  House  with  many 
words,  as  the  measure  had  been  recom- 
mended from  ihe  throne,  but  he  felt  it 
proper  to  account  for  his  making  a  mo- 
tion, which,  on  the  first  view,  might  seem 
to  come  more  properly  from  ministers.  In 
doing  this,  he  must  call  their  attention  to 
certain  circumstances  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  last  session.  It  would  be  re- 
collected, that  he  had  endeavoured  to 
bring  the  subject  of  Irish  Finance  nndcr 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  a  long 
time  since ;  and  the  propriety  of  a  Finance 
Committee  originated  with  him.  In  the 
last  session  Qf  parliament,  notice  of  a  de- 
falication  in  the  revenue  of  Ireland  was 
taken  by  the  House.  Several  sesstens  pre- 
ceding,  he  inelfectually  endeavoured  to 
ci|ll  their  attention  to  this  object,  whidi 
was  certainly  one  of  very  eenndonUe 
fnoment.    However,  the  evfl  went  ^  fe- 
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cveasing  till  it  becMM  &«  alariw^  ««  ui 
be  noticed  ia  th^  Spe«eb  from  «iie  threnn, 
at  the  cofpinMicement  of  the  \w9^  i#siiofef 
But,  alt^ttgh  that  waa  the  fact,  no  pres 
poaition  was  made  on  the  aul^ecty  till,  on 
the  mh  of  March,  ke  ealled  the  «HeqUon 
of  the  HoQse  to  those  points,  ^Ad  proposed 
a  set  of  Resolutions.^  It  appeared  ^  k^ 
the  opinion  of  many  menbent^  thtt  the 
House  could  not  enter  into  the  censid^rtt 
tion  of  the  subject- Matter  of  thofte  ffeaphk 
tions,  until  documentary  ioformatiofi  wm 
laid  before  them.  In  conaeqaienfw,  b» 
withdraw  those  Resotations,  ^mi  immtir 
diately  after  moved  fet  the  appointineffl 
of  a  Committee  to  enquire  into  the  sD4^of 
the  Finances  of  Irelaail,  and  I9  feport 
thereon  to  the  House,  This  motion  h^h 
negatived  by  a  considerable  migorily* 
which  included  the  ChasK^^Uor^  of  ih^  M^ 
chequer  for  England  and  Ireloiid>  apdi  hi 
believed,  all  the  other  raemberp  of  #da^r 
nistration  who  were  present '  But,  it  w«l 
worthy  of  remark,  that  within  uic  d^yp 
afiter  his  motion  bad  been  negotived#  Umi 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  Irehwd 
proposed  the  formation  of  a  Comqiittee 
exactly  similar  to  that  for  which  be  hi^ 
moved,  and  which  had  been  so  fecfMHly 
rejected.  The  measure  having  bee# 
agreed  to,  the  Committee  proceeded  in  its 
researches  ;  and,  at  the  close  #f  the  yed^ 
sion,  great  credit  was  taken  in  the  Speech 
for  the  benefit  resulting  from  a  measei% 
which  had  originated  with  him#  but  wbi^ 
on  his  propeaitioo,  had  been  negfitived* 
At  the  coBunencement  of  the  present  sefr 
sion,  the-rfr-appointment  of  the  Comaaittee 
was  called  for  from  the  throne;  and,  be 
would  ask,  had  he  not  a  right  to  come  foi^ 
ward  and  lay  claim  to  the  hononr  of  bft^WC 
originally  proposed  this  meaeure,  wbipi 
had  been  afterwards  stolen  from  bin  i  He 
had  only  to  add,  with  respect  to  the  9er 
port  of  that  Committee,  that  be  hoped 
any  error,  or  apparent  error,  whic4  Wlf 
discernible  on  the. face  of  it,  would  i)Ot  he 
repeated.  He  bad  noticed  one,  whi<^#  if 
it'  had  occurred  in  an  Irish  perlinearnl, 
would  certainly  have  been  eetd 9911  ee  e 
proof  of  their  propensity  to  UMndertnf- 
In  that  report  hie  obiefved«  undor4ate  of 
the  44th  of  June,  a  etatcflaent  lee^  «e4if 
founded  on  evidence,  w^ieh  evidiMe,  kf 
referring  to  the  index,  epipeaeed  iiot  le 
have  been  f  ivei^  tiil  the  1st  of  Juif  £4* 
lowing.  The  aircnmstaaeejeae  of  ioyee* 
tanoe ;  <er  it  awos  in  ll^t  peftienlef  ^wrt!* 

t|beVol.l»,f.4d4. 
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kad  b«cBiK8MHmcd  ky  te«»fMrary  oaiiwA. 
T^  dMinctioa  tf^fitwred  '  to  b»ve  bf  en 
■ndeon  ^m  I4ih  of  Jose,  and  U)«  e?ih 
4«ice  oe  vhich  it  wm  6NHid0il,  Wftf  Mi* 
4me9d  om  tbe  l«l  of  joly  {  He  coi^ild  nol 
•void  •xprettiag  his  turpriie,  that  ibfl 
fieport  th^oid  kmv%  beta  ma<)e  up  at  a 
period,  wheo  many  jof  thar  memhars  ef  th# 
Csmaaitte^  Juid  (eft  to«&.  He  baptd 
this  would  aoi  again  oaciir,  becaoae  it  vaa 
a»l  right  ih^  siurh  a  coo^peaitioa  should 
be  ae»t  forth  to  %be  pu4>He,  purporting  t0 
Iba  the  Report  of  the  Conmitiae.  Haviiig 
fliatad  thus  macb,  ha  unmld  now  moasa, 

>'  Thattha  aevaral  Afcooaia  and  Papers 
presented  to  tha  House  in  tha  last  saaaioo 
of  pariiaqtent  relating  to  tha  Fojblic  In- 
aome  and  Eipeoditim  of  Irclaad»  ha  «a<- 
lan«d  ta  a  fielaet  CooaaaHtee ;  Bi^  thai 
Ihey  be  diractad  to  enquire  and  report  4i» 
tha  Roaaa,  what  hi|a  been,  doruag  the  last 
Hi  years,  eodad  tha  i»th  of  Jaauary  IB  18, 
the  iaemaaa  and  aedaaiptioB  of  the  pfibiii: 
lasdad  debt  af  Ireland,  aad  what  waa  the 
state  and  ambunt  thereof  on  the  said  day  ; 
avhat  has  been  the  prograaa  af  the  pavma- 
|iaat  reveaoa  of  Ireland  during  tha  aame 
pariod,  and  wba^  may  he  thf  expaaftad  fa- 
tare  annual  pradoae  of  the  tases  now  eci> 
isiing  in  that  conotry  ;  what  has  been  thf 
total  eicpaaduore  af  Irelaad  in  aaah  year 
of  the  sama  pariad,  distinguishing'  the 
amount  expended  on  account  of  the  joint 
axpendiiore  of  Oreat  Britain  and  Ireland, 
or  which  may  appear  to  be  atill  due  on 
^at  account;  and.  what  was  the  amount 
ef  the  unfonded  debt  and  demands  eut- 
atandtng  and  unpravided  for  in  Ireland  on 
4h^  Jrth  of  January  181^1  And  lihawise  to 
^ke  into  their  consideration  tha  accounts 
Tekatiog  to  the  trade  and  na?igation  af 
Ireland  during  theaanie  period,  and  report 
;thp  aauae  to  the  Hoase,  ia^h^^  with  thejr 
ahacr?ations  upon  the  whole  of  the  ■MiMers 
aaforred  to  theaa/' 

The  Okamodlor  $f  ihe  EieUgucr  said,  it 
vottld  ha  necessary  that  soane  of  ihfs  dooB- 
■aenta  OMUiacAad  with  the  motion  shouid 
ihs  braught  dowa  to  the  latest  pos^iUo 
slata^  and  apt,  aa  they  at  present  sta<vJ,  to 
SaimaFy  I S 1 1 .  He  OMild  assure  the  right 
boa.  baronet,  that  be  uayer  had  thp  small- 
aat  inlamiaa  of  depriving  him  of  the  fame 
and  gioiy  of  originating  this  me^aare. 
Ha  abaold  be  -very  ^orry  to  thinic  that  the 
dama  of  the  right 'ban.  baronet  atooid  An  so 
»bgM  a  fanaoataan,  aa  to  ha  alfeclad  by 
.aadb  a  asmawaatmiar.  -Ha  aeitaial|p^  re- 
l  tba  anoQCfaiiaa ;  b«t«  aa  it  ^lid 


iwA  mM  ft  f  IM9  ^poAg  ifnpvf  ssi^  (w  )^ 
Biipd,  parbftps  |h«  re4:^|le^tiap  9r  the  right 
hop.  haroi^tt  was  B>ore  accurate.  JNff 
had  heeq  %  distinct  find  apacii^c  n^otioi^  pQ 
Iha  FiafM»ee  of  Irela^dj  ^  H  appe^^  t^ 
him  and  othara^  m  he  stated  ^t  the  ti^i^, 
fh%t  it  WIHlU  hi  be^ef  M>  have  fin  ii^i^y 
pn  th^  .syhjf^i  before  a  di^t^^joi)  w^ 
eoirr^d  i^^.  If  he  did  pot  forget,  h^  is 
his  spiM^h  W  th«  oc^asipn,  gi^ve  a  i^ti^p 
0a  that  vary  paint.  But,  thu  taoo^t  tj^ 
Rfsohilitiis  wfre  disposed  of,  the  righf 
hon.  haroa#t«  »t(acking  his  'Cm«  mi 
glary,'  tfl.ok  the  matter  out  ^  his  hf^H^ 
and  immediately  made  a  motiqp  ijf  i^^ 
tary  da^prip^o^  (o  whii^h  k^  k^  ^l^ed 
in  bis  speech.  It  was  th^^  peg^tiy^^, 
and,  be«i}g  renewed  on  a  future  d^y,  ^^f^ 
%i^e«Afd  |#.  Put  it  h^d  no(  beei^  ^«4k/9 
up  19  fionaa^ucnce  of  finy  thinj^  whi^  ^ 
from  the  rJght  hpn.  bj|roD(&t ;  fi^n-  AP^ice  ff 
aacb  m  tmeatiDH  had  been  g^a^  tm^off 
hf  laade  his  m<Hiop.  If  t^  ^igfat  boa* 
baronet  felt  it  right  to  step  out  of  tba  fr%f 
to  tD^ka  the  pff^sent  motion*  h^  was  by  no 
aNians  diswi^fied  withhiip;  th^  uipiQJi^ 
aaept  pf  the  CouMi^ittee  w^a  ali  he  pewii* 
H^  did  not  feel  inclifliad,  ig  tfa^  f t^^Mfaft 
degree,  to  oppoaa  tba  right  hop.  ^p^at 
if  be  prop»f<id  *hp  CoHMnjrtee,  jif  it  prigi. 
nally   stood,  with  the  except^pa  fjf  ai>y 

m^f^bftfs  wh<»  iP'iph^  h^  ftPf  of  ^fwn. 

With  roipep^.  to  the  state|aant«  ^t  p^rt  yf 

\b$  A^p^rt  ^pp^at^  ^0  bfB  ffmoM  m  m* 

dafi^  of  a  tet^r  d^tit  tbw  the  Repoft  j^- 
4eif,  he  wfka  ofLtremely  aorry  th^  CbjpjqwP^ 
of  th|!  Cpoimittae  was  not  pr^sfntl,  wbp# 
pf /DOtfsse,  wM  mo9^  99^P^^  t9  ai^pbdn 
the  mM^  than  he  was.  Bu|,  c^flatply, 
it  did  appear,  ti^t  wna  4mf^\U>^  b§d 
haan  gWep  to  th^  Cbaiffi^jip,  in  firpur^ig 
«^  the  Kef»PfiS  m4,  docHp^^ntf  ii#d  b^ 
'  fuf  ni4ied  U  ^  period  when  so9)e  §1§J4^\ 
asror  jnigbt  ha?e  be#P  coni.ipjtiadi  j^e 
had  nothifig  further  to  atj^te,  than  tbaf  b^ 
Wflft  very  williqg  thje  r/ght  h^p*  bftr^fM^t 
should  ^harp  in  (|1J  the  %n)p  ^^  §^1  ^e 
^ry  .of  the  quateiMre. 

iif  JoJm  Iftv^pofFt  said^  ^are  certaiply 
had  be^  w  iM^d^Mt^Pding  tj^»t  *^^ 
paiKars  which  (came  in,  wh^  the  l^fport 
wa^  in  a  state  pf  forw^dv^^jR,  fbg^ld  ^e 
then  examined.  I^  wa«  not  of  th^^  jie 
complau^d ;  but  of  the  introduction  #f  a 
new  priiicipLe,  %n  ende^fo^r  to  f|ccppit 
for  the  dedication  in  ^e  T^veni^e  pf  j)^- 
laad,  from  »ccvde«tal  aM»d  ^fppoi^y 
pa»ifes.  As  tp  tbp  i90mbesa  of  |)^  GW" 
nitliie,  k»  vo!>ld  prspPlP  ao  »l^9(^n 
from  \m  mmn,  mtb  ^  MCWlMii  i>f 
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two  names^  and  tho^  he  wished  to  be  ex- 
cluded, as  they  had  not  attended  the 
Committee  once  during  the  last  session, 
and  were  at  present  out  of  town.  As  he 
wished  the  Committee  to  be  active  and 
efficient,  he  would  propose  the  bon. 
member  for  Cork  (Mr.  C.  Hutchinson) 
m  the  room  of  Mr.  Mauripe  Fitzgerald  ; 
and  Jord  A.  Hamilton,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Leslie  Foster.  Both  the  individuals  he 
had  named  were  deeply  interested  in  the 
researches  of  the  Committee.  Indeed,  he 
conceived,  the  hon.  member  for  Cork 
ought  to  have  been  on  the  Committee 
originally. 

The  Chancellor  qfthc  Exchequer  observed, 
that  the  substitution  of  the  hon.  member 
for  Cork,  in  the  place  of  another  gentle- 
man from  the  same  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  could  not  be  objected  to ;  but 
lie  could  see  no  good  reason  for  placing 
the  noble  lord,  who  represented  a  northern 
part  of  the  kingdom,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
L.  Foster. 

Sir  J.  Nexoport  said,  his  wish  was  to  have 
ffentlemen  from  every  part  of  the  king- 
dom on  the  Committee.  He  then  pro- 
posed his  Committee,  which  was  the  same 
as  that  of  last  session,  with  the  exception 
of  the  hon.  member  for  Cork,  and  lord 
A.  Hamilton. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  objected 
to  the  nomination  of  his  lordship.  He 
considered  that  the  right  hon.  baronet  had 
no  right  to  arrogate  to  himself  the  exclu- 
sive privilege  of  nominating  the  members 
of  the  Committee.  He  had  already  in- 
tt^uced  one  new  name,  and,  certainly,  it 
was  not  just,  that  the  second  should  also 
be  of  his  proposing.  He  had  no  objectiori 
to  let  the  Committee  stand  as  it  originmlly 
did;  tod,  when  he  considered  that  that 
Committee  had  given  the  most  general 
satisfaction,  he  thought  it  was  hardly  rea- 
sonable that  any  alteration  should  be 
made.  If,  however,  it  was  thought  expe- 
dient that  a  gentleman  connected  with 
North  Britain  should  be  on  the  Committee, 
he  would  propose  Mr.  Houston,  member 
for  Glasgow,  as  a  very  fit  person. 

Sir  J,  Newport  denied  that  the  nomina- 
tion of  the  Committee  was  with  him.  It 
was  exactly  constituted  as  proposed  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  last  year,  with 
the  exception  of  two  names  ;  therefore  it 
was  he  who  had  the  nomination.  It  was 
his  wish  that  members  should  be  taken 
from  all  sides  of  the  House ;  and  it  could 
not  be  disputed  that  the  gentlemen  on  the 
opposite  side  were  fully  represented.    He 


Charkable  Ihnmian$'  fit//.  [108 

surely  could  not  be  fairly  considered  as 
arrogating  any  exclusive  privilege  to* him** 
self,  when  he  asked  that  the  whole  Com- 
mittee should  remain  untouched,  with  the 
exception  of  two  persons.  He  would  go 
farther,  and  say,  that,  when  it  was  a  de- 
falcation in  the  revenue  which  was  to  be 
considered,  perhaps  it  would  be  better  to 
pursue  the  mode  acted  upon  by  the 
Finance  Committee  of  England,  of  which 
ministers  were  not  allowed  to  be  members^ 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did  not 
mean  to  accuse  the  right  hon.  baronet  of 
attempting  to  make  the  exclusive  nomina- 
tion of  the  Committee.  If  he  had  used 
the  word  excluske,  it  was  merely  in  re- 
ference to  the  two  new  members. 

Sir  /•  Newport  said,  he  would,  under  all 
the  circumstances^  consent  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  consist  of  the  same  members 
as  last  year,  with  the  exception  of  the 
hon.  member  for  Cork,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
M.  Fitzgerald.  This  could  not,  he  thought^ 
be  opposed,  as  it  was  merely  an  exchange 
of  members  from  the  same  side  of  the 
House. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  had  no 
objection  to  this.  He  could  not,  however, 
help  observing,  that  the  right  hon.  baronet's 
desire  to  introduce  members  from  di^rent 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  appeared  to  have 
escaped  his  memory  very  suddenly^. 

The  Committee  was  then  agreed  to. 

Charitable  Donations'  Bill.]  Mr. 
Lockhart,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  made  his 
motion  respecting  Charitable  Donations. 
He  observed  that  it  was  a  subject  of  great 
importance-^hat  money  bestowed  for 
charitable  purposes  was  in  some  degree 
public  money,  and  required  public  vigi- 
lance. He  then  stated,  that,  thirty  years 
ago,  the  amount  of  contributions  was,  in 
personal  property,  as  much  as  50,000/.  per 
annum,  and,  in  real  property,  250,000/. 
which  must  now,  by  accumulation,  amount 
to  nearly  half  a  million.  It  was  of  great 
consequence  that  such  a  sum  should  be 
properly  accounted  for  and  administered. 
He  therefore  proposed,  that  all  real 
property  and  all  personal  property  be- 
longing to  charitable  institutions  should 
be  registered ;  that  the  names  of  the  trus- 
tees should  be  inserted  in  a  registry,  to  be 
lodged  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the 
peace ;  and  that  a  duplicate  of  thia  should 
be  kept  in  the  court  of  Chancery.  .  He  had 
before  recommended  in  caaea  of  miscon^ 
duct  an  action  by  the  common  informer 
against  the  trustees ;   but  as  this  had  beea 
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objected  to,  ha  would  abiuadon  it/ and  pro- 
phet in  its  room,  that  h  should  be  in  the 
powef  of  two  or  more  persons  interested, 
to  petition  cbe  lord  chancellor,  or  the  mas- 
ter of  the  Rolls,  or  the  barons  of  the  fix- 
chequer,  to  hear  and  determine  on  any 
abases  thus  presented  to  their  notice,  and 
at  their  discretion  to  make  orders  respect- 
ing them,  with  or  without  costs.  He 
thoQght  that  no  well-intentioned  person 
ccniro  object:  to  a  plan  of  proceeding  in 
which  all  due  allowance  would  be  made 
for  error  and  inadrertency,  and  which 
would  tend  to  secure  foundations  so  ex- 
tensively useful  to  the  country.  He  in- 
sisted that  some  measure  of  this  sort  was 
highly  necessary,  as  from  the  mal-adminis- 
tration  of  trustees,  arising  either  from  neg- 
ligence or  dishonesty,  many  of  these  foun- 
dations had  been  abused,  many  were  in 
danger  of  entire  decay,  and  many  were 
totally  lost  to  the  country.  The  hon.  and 
learned  gent^  concluded  with  moTing, 
"That  leaye  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill, 
for  the  Registry  of  Charitable  Donations, 
and  pfovidmg  a  more  summary  remedy 
for  the  Correction  of  Abuses  therein/' — 
Leave  was  accordingly  given  to  bring  in 
the  Bill. 

Consolidated  Fund.]  Mr.  Fremanile 
moved  that  there  be  laid  before  the  House 
a  return  of  the  income  and  charge  upon 
the  Consolidated  Fond  for  the  years  end- 
ing the  5th  of  January,  1810,  1811,  and 
1812,  together  with  an  Account  of  the 
War  taxes  during  the  same  period. 

The  ChanccUor  of  tHe  Exchequer  observed, 
that  the  hon.  gent,  had  done  him,  the  ho- 
nour to  communicate  to  him  the  motion 
which  he  had  just  submitted  to  the  House, 
together  with  two  others  of  a  similar 
nature,  which  he  understood  it  was  his  in- 
tention also  to  propose. .  With  respect  to 
two  of  these  three  motions,  he  had  no  he- 
sitation in  objecting  to  them,  because  they 
would  produce  only  what  would  be  found 
in  the  annual  accounts,  which  by  law  must 
be  laid  before  parliament.  When  those 
accponts  should  come  before  the  House, 
the  hon,  gent,  might  extract  such  parts  as 
he  required,  and  on  them  found  any  mo- 
tion that  he  thought  proper.  As  to  the 
third  motion,  he  had  told  the  hon.  gent, 
that  if'he  would  wait  twenty -four  hours, 
he  would  inquire  whether  the  papers  to  be 
.produced  by  it  were  in  the  same  predica- 
ment as  those  to  which  he  had  just  allud- 
•cd,  and  if  not,  that  he  would  consent  to 
Aheir  immediaie  production. 
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Mr.  Tknmf  said,  that  he  understbod  his 
hon.  friend  to  wish  not  for  the  details  of 
the  accounts,  bat  for  the  result.  It  was 
well  known  that  the  detailed  accounts 
were  never  presented  until  a  very  l|ite 
period  of  the  session,  and. he  contended 
thai  such  a  mode  of  opposition  as  that  re- 
sorted to  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  would 
put  a  stop  to  all  motions  for  papers  relative 
to  Finance. 

The  ChmceUar  ^  the  Exchequer  denied 
that  these  accounts  were  presented  at  a 
period  so  late  as  that ,  described  by  the 
right  hon.  gent.  -  He  had  no  objection 
whatever  to  the  production  of  the  inibrma* 
tion,  but  he  saw  no  reason  for  departing 
from  the  ordinary  course. 

Mr.  Homer  thought  the  opposition  of 
the  right  hon.  gent,  quite  novel  in  its  kind. 
During  his  short  experience  of  parliament, 
he  had  every  session  seen  motions  agreed 
to,  for  papers  in  distinct  anticipation  of 
the  annual  accounts.  The  papers  moved 
for  by  his  hon.  friend  were  indispensible, 
in  order  to  remove  the  anxiety  which  the 
mutilated  statements  in  the  public  prints 
respecting  the  Revenue,  had  occasioned  in 
the  public  mind.  It  was  well  known  that 
a  large  volume  of  public  accounts  was 
usually  presented  about  March ;  that  it 
was  then  sent  to  the  printer's,  and  that  it 
was  towards  the  end  of  the  session  before 
the  House  obtained  that  financial  informa- 
tion so  desirable  at  an  earlier  period.  1$ 
was  singular  that  while  the  right,  hon. 
gent,  was  opposing  the  present  ipotioni 
bis  noble  colleagues  had,  as  he  undecr 
stood,  acceded  to  a  similar  one  in  the  other 
House. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  repeated 
that  he  had  no  objection  to  the  production 
of  the  informatien ;  but  that  if  the  ordinary 
course  was  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  it 
appeared  to  him  to  be  idle  to  depart  from 
it.  If  the  hon.  gent,  would  withdraw  his 
motion,  and  give  notice  of  it  for  tp-morrow, 
by  that,  time  M  should  be  enabled  to  ascer- 
tain how  far  the  above  observation  was  ap- 
plicable to  it. 

Mr.  Fremantle  consented  to  withdraw 
his  motion  for  the  present,  and  to  give  no- 
tice of  it  for  to  morrow,  but  not  for  the  rea- 
sons alledged  by  the  right  hon.  gent.  Hft 
distrusted  the  financial  statement  which 
the  right  hon.  gent,  had  yesterday  made; 
and  he  was  anxious  before  that  most  im- 
portant subject,  the  state  of  the  finances,, 
should  come  to  be  discussed,  that  tl^e 
House  should  be  in  possession  of  all  pof- 
sibb  inform^ion  with  respect  to  it. 
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Notices.]  The  Ckmc€lhr  qf  Iht  Btthe^^ 
proceeded  to  pY^^bs^  tb«  reyitfi)  «f  thfe 
Resolution  of  last  seMioHi  bf  Whicli  alb!i« 
mt^  precedenofe  was  giftit  tiiroQghoul  th« 
#eek  to  Orders  i^^d  Nofief  s;  IknO  for  thtt 
purpose,  moved,  *«  That  in  this  presnst 
^ssioo  of  partiadQeilt>  all  Orders  df  the 
day,  set  doitn  in  the  Order  book  for  Mon- 
days and  Fridays,  shall  be  disposed  cf  be^ 
lore  the  House  will  pr^eed  opoit  4ny  itao- 
tions  of  which  noitees  shall  be  efrtored  Hi 
th^  order  book/^ 

Mr.  WhUbread  allowed  that  a  regtiUdoD 
like  the  present  might  a^rd  softie  totiTe- 
nience  to  miliisteit,  hot  eomen^ei  that  it 
injored  freedom  of  disoossionj  and  inflpeded 
kieaibers  of  parliltrrtent  in  the  discharge  of 
their  doty.  The  Besolttion  of  Ust  sessioh 
bad  been  seggesied  by  the  inconteoienoe 
to  public  bttflifless,  which  the  long  in^oi- 
ties  of  the  two  (ireceding  sessiOM  bad  oe« 
^•eionedi  Those  ineontenkrtees,  hoW' 
orer,  would  probably  ttot  recot  rathe  |3fe« 
ient  session,  and  even  if  ibey  did,  they 
were  net,  in  hhibprfnioh,  90  weighty  sts  the 
evils  attendant  kpon  the  i-eguiattort  prd^ 
^osed  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  tf^  hoW-> 
ever,  tmy  regulatron  of  that  nalefe  WM  to 
be  adopted,  at  least  it  ooght  to  be  ohe  of 
impartial  juslto^.  This  had  tnft  beeh  the 
sate  fh  the  last  iessioA,  for  on  days  when, 
by  the  i^gulntioo)  notices  were  to  tali^ 
(IrecOcknce  of  orders^  mMsters  lied  as- 
iotted  the  right  of  calling  iW  pafticoiar 
outers,  oh  the  plee  of  eftp^iting  the  pob^- 
Ik  botinesb.  For  his  peri^  he  was  again^ 
all  t^galatiott  of  the  kind  ;  b«t  if  any  were 
adopted,  he  would  wisl^  it  to  so  ftirther 
ekon  that  proposed  by  the  HgiA  hon.  gent. 

The  €^<mdkMr  9f  the  Etvht^uir  tnttih- 
tatned,  that  the  regeloiion  kt  question  couM 
ki  wo  degi^  haVe  the  eSket  of  iivpirhig 
l^edota  of  pariiMietuofy  disrtasshifi<  Jt 
Wbtiid  ^11  ke  ih  the  power  ^knj  member 
m  bring  forward,  in  eeset  of  eioergency, 
fliofbn4  wiik^et  notii'O,  oHlMhigk,  In  the ov- 
di^ary  oooiM  of  aSaifs^  ft  tnitst  eortaiflly  be 
deemed  advisable,  by  giving  notice 'Of  a  AO- 
1^  410  prevent  UNitMrprioe  wki«h  would 
fk«queat4y  isilioHHie  ooMpol  the  Hoose  to 
fOSciid  on  Toosiay  cbe  kooiiMSs  Which  It 
kad  dOM  oft  MOhd^i  All  tkk  WoeM  be 
left  Hi  the  laoie  state  ofM-  she  aftopttofi  of 
Ike  fegofatiok  es  kelbre  ii. 

Mr.  Akfmrmtjf  coneotVOd  ifiike  prolHt 
of  M«  hok.  ffieoil,  agointft  tko  propoood 
i^tttaHon.  He  Was  far^  howevoff  ftma 
Itepkiing  this  pft>poiilk>n  Of  ik«  figki  fioh. 
f apt.  t«  iAf  ftkfproj^  fdHim^    W  Mty 


JMsiiokyk^  d  A#^  [I  If 

inipBled  to  bini  the  elr^or  of  Exposing  tkk 
H^uso  to  a  rkal  knd  perAianenteviliin  Order 
to  get  rid  of  a  sepposed  and  temporary  in- 
eonrenience. 

Sir  J*  Newfvri  tooted  as  kn  imendment 
So  the/eeohMioO}  "  That  on  the  days  upota 
frhtcb*  precedence  Was  10  be  given  to 
OrderS)  they  should'  be  brooght  forward  ii» 
etact  rotation  as  they  stood  on  the  papotf 
in  the  oi^er^book.'' 

The  G^aneeUot  cf  tki  Extheqtur  objeetod 
to  this  antendnent,  as  a  great  innoyatio* 
on  the  praetice  <yf  parliament.  If  it  wer# 
adopted,  the  natOral  consequenee  of  it 
would  be,  that  all  the  great  business  of 
the  nation  might  ke  impeded  by  the  sO* 
cond  headings  Of  contested  private  Bills* 
It  was  well  ktiown  that  the  Comftiittees  of 
Sepply  atid  Ways  and  Means  were  fixed 
only  the  day  but  one  before  their  occur- 
renee  ;  and  sboold  the  right  kon.  baronet'k 
Amendrtient  be  adoptodi  it  was  evident 
thai  ail  other  bdsineis,  however  compare* 
tly^y  insignificant,  that  might  have  been 
fixed  at  an  eal-lrer  period  forth^  tamedaya 
ok  which  those  important  Committees  were 
to  take  places  woold  have  precedence  of 
tkem. 

Mr.  PoMonby  allowed  that  there  was 
some  weight  in  the  objection  of  the  right 
hon»  gem.  He  admitted  that  there  might 
ke  sOme  inconvenience  arising  firom  the 
proposition  of  his  hon.  friend ;  bet  it  was 
OB  inoonTenienee  which  grew  out  of  the 
novel  practice  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  him* 
self.  For  his  (tfart  he  had  never  witnessed 
any  attempt  to  break  in  opoh  the  old  OS- 
tablisk^d  usages  of  parliaOlent,^  that  Was 
not  attended  With  great  iQConTenieocO, 
iand  he  therefore  advised  the  House  to 
paasfe  before  it  agreed  to  the  motion  of  ike 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Lord  PoikeHam  supported  the  Amend- 
ment) and  declared  that  he  had  never 
kOown  an  instance  of  a  debate  on  a  con- 
tested priviiie  Bill  having  been  carried 
on  beyond  six  o'clock  in  the  ev«iing« 

The  HoasO  then  divided. 

For  the  Alnendment..**k..*«..»<4.l5 

Agamstit.i. :«.4» la 

Majority  «..* ^..•».<-*^4^ 

The  original  ResoluttoO  was  tmmedtately 
agreed  to. 

-Ma^^ii  poa  j^  8ui»i*LY  -^  CoLOnkt 
M*MMR»t«'s  fStatGUak.]  On  the  motion, 
Tket  a  Supply  be  granted  to  his  MafestT» 

Mr.  Gteiwef  rose  and  insisted  npon  the 
neeesilty  imposed  apon  the  House  of 
examininjT  into  sonrol  ^kjtdts-aonaeoiod 
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with  tht  paktto  nmmm,  ^fore  they  en- 
tered into  tlie  cousideralion  of  the  Sapply 
which  thoeid  be  grMHed  to  the  croim. 
He  complaiiied  that  no  step  had  been 
taken  to  pot  in  practice  the  rcconunenda- 
tioos  contained  in  the  reporto  respecting 
the  abolition  of  sinecures  and  places.  It 
would  be  impossible  for  the  House, to  re- 
IDore  the  scandal  which  attached  to  it  in 
conseqoence  of  the  number  of  placemen 
on  the  benches,  until  they  took  the  reporu 
.to  which  he  alluded  into  dne  considera- 
tion. Not  only  had  no  attempt  been 
made  to  decrease  tl^e  number  of  placemen 
who  were  members  of  that  House,  but  the 
evil  had  even  been  aggravated.  Since  the 
bst  session,  three  new  oflices,  the  Clerk  of 
the  Council,  the  Marshalof  the  Admiralty^ 
and  the  Paymaster  of  the  Widows*  Pen- 
sions, had  heen  given  to  members  of  Par- 
liament.  The  situation  of  a  Master  in 
Chancery  had  also  been  conferred  on  ano* 
^er  member,  evidently  for  no  reason,  but 
for  his  political  conduct.  There  wa/t  also 
an  old  member  of  that  House,  (sir  John 
Sinclaif ),  long  known  an  an  indefatigable 
agriculturist  who  had  suddenly  heen  made 
a  Collector  ot  the  Bzciite.  Could  it  be 
believed,  that  the  office  of  Marshal  of  the 
Admiralty  was  conferred  on  the  indivi- 
dual who  enjoyed  it,  for  any  thing  but  his 
vote  in  that  House }  Could  it  be  believed, 
that  the  offices  of  Master  in  Chancery* 
aud  Collector  of  the  Excise,  were  conferred 
on  the  individuals  who  enjoyed  them,  for 
any  thing  but  their  votes  in  that  House  ? 
Was  all  this  right,  amidst  the  distresses  in 
which  the  country  was  involved?  The 
motion  with  which  be  meant  to  conclude 
would  be  a  general  one,  that  he  might  not 
be  accused  of  taking  any  member  by  sur« 
prise ;  bat  he  felt  the  imperious  duty,  sur- 
roimded  as  they- were  by  the  influence  of 
the  crown;  an  influence  continually  in- 
creasing, and  exercised  in  defiance  of  all 
decency— 'to  endeavour  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  Parliament  to  this  important  sub- 
ject. One  of  the  places  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  he  should  wish  to  speak  of  with 
great  delicacy.  He  meant  the  office  be- 
stowed on  colonel  M'Mahon.  He  had 
the  good  fortune  to  be  well  acquainted 
with  that  gentleman,  and  he  sincerely  be- 
lieved that  a  more  honest  and  faithful  ser- 
vant n§ver  lived  in  the  court  of  any  prince 
vihatever.  Any  reward  that  might  be 
given  to  colonel  M'Mahon  by  his  rojral 
master,  was  an  act  not  of  grace,  but  of 
justice.  But  he  insisted  that  those  who 
had  advised  his  royal  highness  the  Frkic* 
(VOL.  XXI.) 
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Regent  to  do  what  he  had  done,  hiul  been 
guilty  of  gross  injustice  to  colonel  If  *Ma- 
bon,  and  gross  injustice  to  the  people  of 
England.  Tbey  had  placed  col.  M'Ma- 
hon in  a  most  invidioos  situation,  iumI  they 
had  advised  the  Prince  Regent  to  commit 
a  great  outrage  on  the  House  of  Commons. 
Twenty-nine  years  ago  it  was  stated  in  the 
10th  -Report  of  the  Commissioners  for 
.Public  Accounts,  that  the  office  of  Pay- 
master of  Widows'  Pensions  was  a  perfect 
sinecure,  that  it  was  useless,  and  that  it 
ought  to  be  abolished.  In  one  of  the  Re- 
norts  of  the  Commissioners  of  Military 
Inquiry  presented  to  the  House  four  yearn 
ago;  the  Commissioners  referred  to  the 
former  report  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Public  Accounts,  confirmed  the  opinion 
therein  given,  and  stated,  that  on  the  de- 
cease of  the  patentee,  general  Fox,  they 
presumed  that,  the  office  would  be  abo- 
lished. Since  the  iMt  session  general  Fox 
had  died,  and  in  the  face  of  the  two  reports 
which  be  had  mentioned,  the  ministers  of 
the  crown  had  advised  hjs  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent  to  confer  the  office  on 
colonel  M'Mahon.  Where  was. the  ose 
of  naming  commissioners,  of  placing  gen- 
tlemen in  an  invidious  situation^  and  of 
involving  them  in  a  multiplicity  of  fa- 
tigues, if  the  crown  continued  to  give  places 
in  spite  of  the  opinions  which  those  com- 
missioners declared?  In  his  opinion. 
Parliament  ought  to  offer  to  the  Prince 
Regent,  with  respect  and  humility,  their 
sentiments  on  the  advice  which  he  had 
received.  Ai  present,  he  called  upon  the 
House  to  pledge  themselves,  and  he  would 
move  it  as  an  Amendment  to  the  motion 
before  them,  that  they  would  take  into 
their  earliest  consideration,  the  varioni 
offices  of  emolument  recently  granted  by 
the  crown  tb  several  of  their  members. 

The  ^leaker  was  of  opinion,  that  n^r 
Amendment  could  be  made  to  the  motion 
before  the  House.  The  proper  course 
appeared  to  him  to  be,  to  move  the  post- 
ponement of  the  motion,  for  the  House  to 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  Cftevty  acquiesced,  and  moved  as 
an  Amendment,  that  the  House  would  to- 
morrow se'nnight  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  Supply,  in  order  to  give  an 
opportunity  in  the  interim,  for  the  consi- 
deration which  he  had  suggested. 

The  Clumcelior  <tf  the  Exchequer  thotrght 
that,  though  there  were  sufficient  grounda 
for  opposing  the  motion,  from  the  na- 
tore  of  the  proposition  which  it  involved, 
it  WIS  not  sofficieat  merely  to  oppose 

(I) 
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ft,  withbot  taking  'some  notice  of  the 
fUtemehU  which  had  ibeen  made.  In 
the  selection  which  had  been  made  of  per- 
sons to  fill  public  officea,  since  the  last 
.session  of  parliament,  the  bon.  g^nt. 
thought  he  discovered  a  something  that 
jnstined  him  in  conciading  that  there  was 
a  great  abuse  and  a  great-  impropriety  in 
appointing  to  thdie  offices  penons  who 
were  members  of  that  House.  He  had 
to  oppose  what  the  hon.  gent,  had  ad- 
Tanced  on  two  distinct  grounds.  In  the 
first  place,  it  was  obvious  that  where  a 
member  had  heen  appointed  to  a  situation 
which  rendered  him  incapable  of  sitting 
in  parliament,  he  could  not  come  under 
the  description  of  those  of  which  he  com- 
plaited,  and  as  the  accepting  of  any  office 
unde¥  government  rendered  it  ilecessary 
for  the  party  to  vacate  his  seat,  and  for 
bis  constituents  to  determine  whether  or 
jtiot  he  should  again  fill  it,  the  hon.  gent, 
ought,  at  ail  events,  to  have  waited  till 
such  persons  were  again  returned,  before 
be  came  forward  as  he  had  done  on  the 
present  occasion.  But  did  the  hon.  gent, 
realty  think  that  the  crrcumstance  of  a 
gentleman  being  a  member  of  that  House 
disqualified  him  from  serving  the  public 
in  an  official  situation  ?  Did  he  think  that 
^  if  a  barrister,  for  instance,  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  displaying  great  powers,  and  ex; 
iraordinary  talents,  combined  with  exten- 
sive judicial  knowledge,  that  all  these 
should  not  be  sufficient  to  recommend  him 
to  a  public  situation,  because  he  was  a 
member  of  parliament  ?  Were  they  to  un- 
derstand that  it  was  improper  to  appoint  a 
member  of  parliament  to  an  office  under 
fi;ovemment,  for  no  other  reason,  than  that 
he  was  a  member  of  parliament  ?  To  this 
it  was  that  the  hon.  gentleman's  reasoning 
came ;  for  on  every  one  of  the  appoint- 
ments he  admitted  that  the  indiviaoal  se- 
lected Was  not  in  other  respects  impro- 
perly chosen.  Nothing  was  alleged  against 
any  one  of  the  persons  alluded  to ;  no  want 
of  hoAour  or  of  capacity  to  fill  the  situa- 
tion to  which  he  had  been  appomted,  had 
been  charged  against  either ;  and  there- 
fore if  to  the  appointments  made  there 
was  any  objection,  it  arose  solely  from 
the  circumstance  of  those  on  whom  they 
were  conferred  having  been  thought  wor- 
thy to  sit  in  that  House  by  a  body  of  con* 
stituents  who  had  chosen  them  to  be  their 
representatives.  This  was  the  first'time  he 
had  ever  heard  such  an  objection  c&lled 
forth  by  any  appointment  tCat  might  have 
taken  place.    One  of  the  persons  men- 
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tioned  in  pavtici^r  by  the  hM.  «enU  on 
this  occasion^  namely  col.  M'Mahoo,  hd 
had  not  only  been  silent  with  respect  t(^ 
casting  any  thing  like  blame  oi*  dueredit 
on  his  character,  but  he  haddone  him th6 
justice  to  bestow  a  very  high  eulogium  oik 
his  uniform  conduct.  In  doing  this,  the 
hon.  genti  had  clone  that  distinsuished  in^  ^ 
dividual  justice,  and  no  more  than  justice. 
As  to  the  troth  of  all  that  the  hon.  gentw 
had  advanced  in  his  praise,  he,  as  for  as 
he  had  any  knowledge  of  col.  M'MahonV 
was  ready  to  bear  his  individual  testimony** 
Notwithstanding  all  this  had  been  fairly 
admittedy  to  propose  such  a  person  to  tte 
Prince  Regent  as,  a  person  peculiarly  en^ 
titled  to  a  public  reward  was  characterised 
as  disgraceful  to  the  individual.  This  was 
the  hon.  gentleman's  statement,  and  the 
appointment  of  col.  M'Mahon  was  de^ 
scribed  as  one  as  derogatory  to  the  Prince 
Regent  as  it  was  insulting  to  parliament! 
As  such  it  had  been  arraigned  by  tlie  hon. 
gent.,  because  the  abolition  of  the  office 
to  which  he  was  appointed,  had  been  re« 
commended  by  a  Committee  of  that 
House.  The  hon.  gent,  farther  soppc^^ed 
that  the  office  had  been  given  to  col. 
M'Mahon  by  patent  for  life.  Now  really 
he  thought  that  before  the  honi  gent, 
came  forward  with  6uch  statements  as 
those  which  they  had  heard  from  him  that 
night,  he  ought  at  least  to  have  given  him* 
self  the  trouble  of  enquiring  into  the  na-^ 
ture  of  the  office  to  which  the  individual 
alluded  to  fflid  been  appointed.  Had  he 
done  this  he  would  have  found,  that  the 
office  of  Paymaster  of  Widows'  Pensions 
had  never  been  granted  for  life,  and  was 
not  held  by  such  a  tenure  even  by  the  Iat6 
general  Fox.  If,  then,  it  were  held  by 
colonel  M^ahon  even  as  it  had  been 
held  by  general  Fox,  still  it  would  not  be 
held  as  the  hon.  gent,  had  supposed.  So 
far  was  this  from  being  the  case,  and  so 
far  was  this  appointment  from  being  any 
thing  that  could  throw  discredit  on  the 
Prince  Regent,  or  be  felt  as  insulting  to 
parliament,  or  even  to  a  Committee  of 
that  House  (which,  however,  was  by  n^ 
means  the  same  thing)  that  even  in  its 
being  given,  a  markecTintention  to  obsjerve 
their  Resolution  was  to  be  traced.  Far 
from  being  against  its  being  renewed  by 
parliament,  and  disposed  of  as  to  them 
should  seem  best,  it  had  been  distinctly 
communicated  to  col.  M'Mahon,  by  hit 
Royal  Highn^ss's  command,  that  consi^ 
dering  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
office  stood,  he  was  to  hold  it  as  subject  to 
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may  viev  Uttt:  pArliam«nt  might  uln  of  it 
CH^ar,  bemrl)  He  waa  surprised  at  the 
«&ct  which  this  part  of  his  speech  seemed 
to  have.  Things  appeared  diOerently  to 
difieraal  miderstaiidiogs.  Thi^e  might 
be  some  Tery  great  absurdity  in  what  he 
luKlJost  ottered,  but  he  was  not  aware 
that  any  thing  had  fallen  from  him  to  jus* 
tiff  the  triumphant  cheers  of  the  hoii. 
gentlemen  opposite.  When  the  appoint- 
meat  oi  col.  M'Mahon  took  place,  it  had 
Iteea  distinctly  hi.tiroated  to  him,  that  he 
wa4  not  to  consider  that  he  had  any  hold 
Qo  the  <^ce  in  question,  that  could  prq- 
▼ent  any  adjudication  of  it  which  parlia- 
nkent  might  think  proper  to  make.  (Hear, 
liear!)  It  seemed  from  the  conduct  of 
tbe  hon.  gentlemen,  that  what  he  had  just 
stated  had  only  the  effect  of  confirming 
the  hon^  gentlemen's  objections  to  the  ap« 
pointment,  and  that  thev  considered  the 
office  thus  given,  to  nimish  stronger 
gionndi  lor  complaint  than  if  it  had  been 
sranted  to  col.  M'Mahon  by.  patent  for 
fife.  If  such  was  the  opinion  of  the  hon. 
gentlemen,  he  was  content  to  leave  them 
ui  the  full  possession  of  it.  With  respect 
to  that  or.  any  other  sinecure,  tbe  House 
kpwever  would  recollect  the  course  of  its 
own  proceedings.  It  had  been  resolved 
that  no  sinecures  ought  to  be  abolished 
till  some  other  provision  was  made  for  ac* 
comraodating  public  servants. .  Tbe  case 
of  col.  M'Mahon  was  that  of  an  individual 
whose  services  merited  a  public  remunera- 
taoii.  The  power  of  giving  pensions,  in* 
Head  of  bestowing  sinecures,  bad  not  been 
granted  to  the  sovereign,  and  under  those 
circnmstinces,  the  office  in  question  fall- 
ing vacant,  it  had  been  given  to  as  worthy 
and  as  honourable  an  individual  as  tbe 
coontry  could  select^  or  the  world  afibcd. 
This  however  had  been  said  to  be  dis- 
gracefol  to  the  individual  so  appointed, 
derogatory  to  the  Prince,  and  in3uUing  to 
parliament.  These  observations  it  bad 
been  attempted  to  support,  on  the  most 
futile  grounds  that  could  be  well  con- 
ceived, and  on  these  it  had  been  proposed 
I9  postpone  the  supplies  called  for  by  the 
couitry.  The  right  hon.  gent,  concluded 
with  expressing,  his  hope  that  the  propo- 
sition woold  not  be  acceded  to,  and  that 
tfie  amoidment  of  the  hon»  gent,  would  be 
thrown  out. 

lir.  finN^Aem  fully  subscribed  to  all  that 

had  been  siid  in  praise  of  colonel  M'Ma- 

ko,  but  was  not  the  more  satisfied  with 

,  tbe  manner  in  which  the  official  situation 

tiirhiidii  lie  liad-been  appointed^  had  been 
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bestowed.    Fim  firom    thinking  that  the 
high  character  of  the  individual  justified 
the  appointment,  and  that  consequently  it 
ought  not  to  be  looked  into,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  more  deserving  the  mai^ 
the  more  ought  the  appointpaent  to  be 
watchedy  as  one  fraught  with  danger  and 
deserving  reprehension.    >Vhenajob  was 
to  be  done,  if  a  person  generally  obnoxious 
was  selected  to  enjoy  its  profits,  there  was 
less  reason  to  fear  ths^  men  would  forget 
their  duty,  and  be  cbeatefl  into  silt^nce, 
then  when  a  man  deservec^ly  high  in  public 
estimation   was    so  selected   to  enjoy   a 
sinecure.  Tbe  appointment,  he  contended, 
was  insulting  to   parliament.     It  Hew  di- 
rectly in  the  face  of  their  resolutions.  The 
abolition  of  the   office  of  Paymaster  of 
Widows'  Pensions,  had  been  recommend- 
ed not  merely  by  the  commissioners  o\f 
1785,  but  that  recommendation  had  been 
confirmed  by  tbe  commissioners  of  mili- 
tary inquiry   in   1S08,  in   the  strongest 
manner   possible.    The   House  itself   in 
1810,  after  no  very  mild  debate,  had  given 
its  sanction  to  theVecommendation  he  had 
mentioned.      In  that  year,  after  a  great 
debate  on  the  3 1st  of  May  and  the  1st  of 
June,  and   after  one  division,  the  House 
came  to  two  resolutions  which  he  would 
then  read.    The  first  he  would  call  their 
attention  to  was  of  a  very  general  nature, 
as  it  merely  resolved,    "  That  the  utmost 
attention  to  economy  is  at  all  times  the 
duty  of  parliament."  The  second  resolved, 
"  That  it  was  the  opinion  of  that  Commit- 
tee, that,  in  addition  to  the  useful  and  etiec- 
tive  measures  already  adopted  for  the  abo- 
lition of  sinecure  offices,  it  was  expedient 
to  extend  them  to  others,  the  duties  of 
which  were  performed  by  deputy  ;''  and 
a  farther  amended  resolution,  after  a  long 
debate,  resolved,   "  That  for  this  purpose, 
in  additipn  to  the  useful  and  effective  mea- 
sures already  adopted  for  the  abolition  of 
sinecures  and  of  offices,  the  duties  of  which 
were  executed  by  deputy,  it  was  expedient 
to  enable  his  majesty  to  reward  in  a  di& 
ferent  way  those  who  had  filled  tl^e  high 
effective  civil  offices.''     He  had  the  grea^ 
%^i  respect  for  the   high  office  held  by 
colonel  M'Mahon  in  the  Prince's  house- 
hold, but  he  contended  that  this  did  not 
bring  him  within  the  meaning  of  the  last 
resolution^     It  was  only    understood    to 
mean  those  who  held  high  efi'^ctive  situa- 
tions in  the  qourU  of  justice,  in  the  army 
and  navy,  and  in  the  public  ofl^es  of 
state.     With  this  feeling,  it  appear^  to 
him  a  mer«  jest  to  taljc  of  tbs  sitoatioB 
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held  by  colonel  M'Mabon  ascomiog  with- 
in the  punriew  of  the  Jtesolution.  The 
Resolation  recommended  the  abolition  of 
all  offices  which  produced  revenue  without 
employment^  and  the  regulation  of  tboie 
where  the  revenue  and  employment  were 
disproportionate*  with  the  exception  of 
certain  office^  in  attendance  on  the  king, 
and  having  a  respect  for  the  situation  of 
persons  at  present  interested  therein.  The 
reports  both  of  the  Commissioners  of  ns$, 
and  of  IbOt,  recommended  the  abolition 
of  the  two  oSctfs  of  Paymaster  and  deputy 
Paymaster  of  Widows'  Pensions*  as  being 
upnecessary,  the  one  having  vei^  little  to 
do,  the  other  nothing  at  all.  The  office 
of  Paymaster  had  in  particular  been  re- 
commended to  be  done  away  on  the  demise 
of  general  Fox.  Now,  what  bad  been^ 
done  by  ministers  when  that  event  took 
place  ?  Why,  at  a  time  when  the  House 
was  not  sitting,  and  parliament  had  noop^ 
portuniiy  of  addressing  the  Prince  Regent 
on  the  subject,  they  had  advised  it  to  be 
given  to  colonel  M'Mahon  ?  But  then, 
said  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  it 
was  distinctly  communicated  to  him,  that 
he  was  to  hold  it  subject  to  any  future  act 
of  parliament.  What  war  there  in  this? 
why,  colonel  M'Mahon  held  his  own  pri- 
vate estate  subject  to  any  future  act  of  par- 
liament. That  he  mun  so  hold  his  sine- 
cure was  known  to  him  before,  and  his 
having  been  told  so  then,  only  proved  that 
they  were cpiiscious  they  were  flying  in  the 
teeth  of  those  principles  which  had  been 
.  recognized  by  the  House  and  its  Commis- 
lioners.  It  bad  been  said  that  it  was 
not  granted  to  general  Fox  for  life,  any 
more  than  to  colonel  M'Mahon  ;  but  if 
they  turned  to  the  report  of  1783,  they 
would  see  that  no  reason  had  been  given 
for  not  immediately  aboltsbing  it,  but  that 
^  it  was  then  held  by  general  Fox.  If, 
then,  they  had  acted  consistently  with  that 
recommendation,  on  his  death  it  would 
have  been  abolished.  That  the  grant  of 
it  to  colonel  M'Mahon  did  not  prevent  its 
being  subject  to  a  future  act  of  parliament, 
was  certain,  but  it  threw  an  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  its  abolition,  and  on  this  ground  he 
coutd  not  but  object  to  the  appointment. 
With  respect  to  what  had  been  said  on  the 
subject  of  making  an  hon.  gentleman  a 
Master  of  Chahcery,  he  could  have  wished 
it  spared,  and  be  regretted  tliat  his  hon. 
friend  had  not  confined  himself  to  the  ap- 
pointments to  offices  which  were  purely 
sinecures.  He  censured  the  grant  of 
Cashier  ofthe  Excise  toaright  hon-baronet. 
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at  a  time  when  the  CommittM  werv  de<» 
bating  on  the  expediency  of  its  being  abo* 
lishad.  He  could  not  but  condemn  that 
conduct  which  threw  an  impediment  in 
the  way  of  relieving  the  public  from  the 
intolerable  weight  of  sinecures ;  and,  with 
the  exception  he  had  mentioned,  full^ 
concurred  in  the  observations  made  by  his 
hon.  friend.    When  he  considered  what 

{>ains  government  had  taken  to  fly  in  fhe 
ace  of  the  Resolutions  of  that  House,  he 
thought  it  extremely  proper  for  then  te 
pause  before  they  granted  the  supplies. 

Mr.  Croker  observed,  that  the  last 
speaker  had  wished  one  of  the  late  ap* 
pointments  had  not  been  noticed,  and  he 
also  could  have  wished  that  one  had  been 
omitted — that  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Council. 
That  office  was  not  a  new  grant.  It  bad 
been  given  to  the  hon.  gentleman  25  yeara 
ago,  and  he  had  succeeded  to  it  by  the 
death  of  iu  late  bolder,  instead  of  obtain- 
ing it  by  a  new  grant.  Perhaps  the  hon* 
gentleman  was  not  aware  that  a  new  writ 
bad  that  dav  l>een  moved  for  in  the  room 
of  that  gentleman,  on  account  of  his  re-» 
ceiving  that  office.  He  was  surpriied  to 
hear  the  last  speaker  say  that  the  commu* 
nication  made  to  colonel  M'Mahon  on  his  - 
appointment,  only  proved  that  govern- 
ment were  conscious  they  were  acting 
wrong,  and  then  go  on  to  state  that  the 
only  reason  for  its  not  being  abolished  in 
the  time  of  general  Fox,  was  that  he  held 
it  by  a  tenure,  of  which  it  was  thought  he 
could  not  with  justice  be  divested.  It  was 
because  ministers  were  aware  that  such 
was  the  impression  on  general  Fox's  miiid, 
and  foresaw  that  one  similar  might  have 
been  made  on  that  of  colonel  M'Mahon^ 
if  notice  were  not  given  that  such  an  ob- 
jection  would  stand  no  longer.  The  hon. 
gent,  opposite  had  omitted  to  read  part  of 
the  Resolution  produced,  which  went  to 
suggest  the  regulation  of  sinecures.  It 
was  necessary  that  it  should  be  stated  that 
that  resolution  had  not  been  forgotten, 
and  that  colonel  M'Mabon  bad  only  re* 
ceived  the  grant  subject  to  such  regulation 
as  parliament  might  hereafter  think  proper 
to  make. 

Mr.  Cretve^  observed,  he  had  not  said 
that  the  situations  of  clerk  of  the  council, 
and  master  in  chancery,  were  sinecures, 
but  he  had  complained  that. two  new 
placemen,  the  one  holding  a  situation  of 
1,000/.  per  ann.  the  other  of  5,000(.  were- 
thus  brought  into  parliament. 

Mr.  ij^cugkam,  in  explanation,  said  he  ^ 
had  read  the  wh^e  of  the  rMolnttoa^bni 
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contended  tlml  the  office  of  Pftymtiter  of 
Widows'  Pensions,  was  pne  which  it  was 
not  proposed  to  regulate,  but  to  abolish. 

Mr,  Crdktr  remarked^  that  if  the  House 
were  disposed  to  deal  with  that  office  at 
all,  it  was  still  open  for  ihem  to  do  so» 
without  injustice. 

Mr.  Si^fhen  rose  to  address  the  Hovise 
under  erident  feelings  of  agitation.  He 
said  he  did  not  expectthat  be  should  hare 
bad  to  defend  himself  on  an  occasion  like 
the  present.  He  had,  indeed,  been  ap* 
pointed  one  of  the  Masters  in  Chancery, 
and  he  hoped  his  yigilant  and  conscientious 
discharge  of  the, duties  of  that  office  would 
prore,  at'least,  the  sincerity  of  his  wish  to 
justify  the  preference  that  bad  been  shewn, 
fie  could  not,  however,  but  consider  it  as 
somewhat  unkind,  that  a  motion  like  the 
present  should  have  been  made,  and  no 
pieTious  notice  of  it  giren,  that  those  who 
were  to  be  attacked  might  be,  at  least,  al* 
lowed  time  to  prepare  their  justification. 
For  himself,  he  was  not  present  when  the 
hon.  gent,  made  the  motion ;  and  he  had 
been  able  to  collect  its  import  only  from 
the  various  explanations  that  had  been 
jBBtered  into.  He  could  not,  however, 
safficiemly  express  his  disapprobation  of 
tbtt  tysiem  which  was  now  becoming  so 
pnvalent,  of  inferring  the  impossibility 
that  a  member  of  parliament,  holding  a 
place  under  government,  should  be  able 
to  discharge  his  parliamentary  duties  con- 
scientiously and  with  integrity.  This  was 
a  morality  not  very  much  to  be  admired, 
aad  it  was  a  gratuitous  supposition  very 
little  honourable  to  the  human  character. 
For  himself,  without  any  ofiensire  egotism 
or  arrogance,  he  believed  that  he  was  as 
capable  of  feeling  and  acting  indepen- 
dently at  the  present  moment,  as  he  was 
before  he  accepted  the  appointment  al* 
loded  to.  He  would  be  bold  to  say,  in- 
deed,  that  no  situation,  no  prospective,  no 
aetual  reward,  could  influence  him  in  his 
conduct  as  a  member  of  parliament— -nor 
did  he  mean  to  assume  to  himself  a  de* 
gree  of  Ttrtos  which  he  was  unvyilling  to 
suppose  in  others  He  had  no  doubt  that 
when  the  hon.  mover  himself  was  Secre« 
tary  to  the  Board  of  Controul,  he  dis- 
charged his  parliamentary  functions  as  up- 
rightly and  as  honestly  as  be  now  did.  He 
wished  to  think  so,  at  least,  and  he  was 
w'dling  to  hope  it  was  so.  But  why  did 
the  bon.  gent,  inveigh  with  so  much  bit- 
terness against  those  who  held  situations 
nnderipoveniment  ?  Why  did  he  consider 
ft  ao  a  thing  so  beyond  the  probabiliUes 
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of  lifs  thai  the  tana  man  could  bs  «a  in- 
dep^ent  member  of  that  House  and  a 
possessor  of  a  place  under  government  ? 
Was  he  prepared  to  act  in  conformity  to 
his  principles  ?  Had  he  renounced  all 
hope  of  politicaland  official  preferment f 
Did  be  wish  to  be  understood  as  expressing 
this  ^  He  could  not  cooceiTe,  indeed,  why 
a  faithful  servant  of  the  crown  might  not 
be  likewise  a  faithful  representative  of  hia 
constituents.  He  saw  nothing  incompati- 
ble in  the  two  stations ;  but  if  every  ono 
who  occopied  them  was  to  be  exposed  to 
malignant  insinuations,  if  he  was  to  be  im« 
mediately  the  object  of  suspicious  rancour, 
honourable  men  would  soon  cease  to  ac- 
cept such  appointments,  lest  they  should 
be  forthwith  regarded  as  having  nieces-* 
sarily  bartered  their  integrity  tot  their 
places. 

Mr.  WkUbread  cbaerrti,  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  gent,  who  had  just  sat  down 
had  displayed  rather  more  warmth  than 
the  occasion  seemed  exactly  to  demand. 
He  agreed,  however,  with  hit  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Brougham)  that  it  would  have  been 
better  if  the  bon.  mover  had  adverted  to 
the  situation  of  the  Master  in  Chancery 
earlier,  or  npt  at  all.  No  appointment 
had  uken  place  with  more  publicity  at 
the  time,  or  had  been  more  before  the 
public :  and  if  any  thing  was  to  be  ob-. 
jected  to,  the  proper  time  for  bringing 
forward  such  objection  would  have  been 
at  a  less  recent  period  than  the  present. 
He  was  happy,  however,  to  admit  the 
great  fitness  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gent 
for  the  station  which  he  filled^  and  which 
he  was  ftur  from  regarding  as  a  sinecure. 
He  concerved,  indeed,  that  the  intention 
of  the  hon.  mover  was  not  to  censure  the 
appointment,  individually,  but  generally 
the  practice  of  rewarding  political  yotM 
by  such  appointments.  In  adverting  to 
the  case  of  colonel  M'Mabon,  he  wa^  not 
of  opinion  that  the  hon.  gent,  opposite 
(Mr.  Croker)  had  entirely  removed  all  its 
objectionable  qualities.  The  principal 
feature  of  blame  in  the  transaction  was, 
that  of  appointing  him,  during  the  recess 
of  parliament,  to  a  situation  which  every 
one  most  know  to  be  a  sinecure,  and  there- 
fore an  incumbrance  upon  the  public 
purse,  and  fit  only  to  be  abolished.  Mi.> 
nisters,  he  thought,  might,  with  more  de- 
cency, have  waited  till  parliament  met, 
for  there  were  no  duties  attached  to  the 
situation  which  called  so  imperiously  for 
performance,  that  the  omission  of  them 
would  have  been  injurious  to  the  public 
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serTice«>  The  intiniation  of  h»  provisional 
nominttion  which  had  been  made  to  col. 
M'Mahon,  and  upon  which  ao  much  stress 
was  laid  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excbe- 
tfoet,  appeared  to  him  extremely  futile  and 
nugatory.  The  same  might  be  said  to  any 
van  receiving  any  species  of  appointment. 
Towhatdiditamonnt?  What  actual  efficacy 
had  it  as  far  as  regarded  the  resumption 
of  the  appointment  ?  Could  it  nowi  be 
taken  from  colonel  M'Mahon  without  some 
other  remuneration  being  given  in  its 
Blace  ?  He  did  not  wish  to  be  considered 
is  having  any  personal  hostility  towards 
colonel  M'Mahon.  He  was  a  man  of 
whom  he  never  heard  an  evil  report  in 
bilrlife,  so  blameless  was  his  conduct,  both 
public  and  private.  He  was  a  faithfol 
servant  of  his  royal  master.  But  he  thought 
ministers  had  acted  with  great  impro- 
priety id  advising  the  Prince  Regent  to 
reward  his  services  by  such  an  appoint- 
ment. ^  If  they  had  studied  to  bring  the 
Prince'  Regent  into  contempt^  he  thought 
they  could  not  have  hit  on  a  better  expe- 
flient  for  accomplishing  theirdesign.  With 
legard  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Buller, 
as  Clerk  of  the  Council,  he  had  no  other 
objection  to  it  than  as  it  was  the  means 
of  bringing  another  placeman  into  parlia* 
ment.  He  had  even  said,  that  the  pre- 
aence  of  the  hon.  Secretary  to  the  Admi- 
ralMr  might  be  dispensed  with,  as  the  first 
lord  and  another  lord  were  there  to  give 
the  House  any  information  it  might  want 
<m  naval  subjects.  The  sum  of  all  was, 
that  ministers  had  not  only  ill-advised 
their  Prince,  but  had  treated  with  studied 
contempt  the  resolutions  of  that  House. 
.  Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  repeated  what  had 
been  previously  stated,  that  the  grant  of 
the  situation  of  Clerk  of  the  Council  was 
not  a  grant  of  the  present  day.  With  re- 
spect to  the  appointment  of  coloOel 
M'MahoB,  he  could  not  discover  that  the 
argumenu  of  the  first  speaker  had  been 
at  all  advanced  by  those  who  followed  on 
the  opposite  side.  As  to  the  ouestion 
which  the  hon.  gent,  had  asked,  Wiiat  in- 
convenience could  be  expected  to  arise 
from  the  situation  of  Paymaster  of  the 
Widows'  Pensions  being  left  vacant  till  the 
meeting  of  parliament  ?  He  certainly 
could  not  take  upon  himself  to  say  that 
inconvenience  was  to  be  apprehended. 
He  would,  however,  answer  that  question, 
by  asking  the  hon.  gent,  another :  What 
inconvenience  could  be  anticipated  from 
Its  being  given  as  it  had  been  given,  leaving 
k  opoi  to  parliament  to  ab^ish,  to  regu- 


late, or  to  mollify  it,  as  might  to  them  ap* 
pear  proper  I 

Mr.  ^At^^cod  replied,  that  the  objectiop 
was,  that  the  appointment  recognised  a 
principle  which  he  regarded  as  highly 
dangerous  and  repfehensible,  that  of  bo- 
stowing  public  money  without  adequate 
service  for  it. 

Mr.  Maithe^o  Ma/Uqgue  professed  him* 
self  to  be  one  whose  opiaion  it  was  that 
public  services  should  be  rewarded  by 
places  and, sinecures;  he  did  not  wish  to 
see  government  abolish  all  sinecure  ap* 
pointments  until  a  sufficient  sum  was  pro* 
vided  in  order  to  remunerate  those  who 
would  be  thus  dispossessed  of  what  they 
now  held. 

The  House  then  divided.  For  Mr* 
Creevey's,  Amendment,  11.  For  the  ori^ 
ginal  question  5  4'. 

Liu  qftke  MmorHy. 

Bennet,  Hod,  R.  H.  A.  Martin,  H. 

Brougham,  H.  Osborne,  Lord  F. 

FolkestODe,  Viscount  Tracey,  H. 

HutchiosoD,  C.  H.  Whitbread,  S. 
Herbert,  Hon.  W.  Tellers. 

Knight,  Mr.  '  Creevej>  T. 

Lamb,  Hod.  W«  WestemS)  C.  C. 

Repeal  of  the  Legislative  Uivioir 
WITH  Ireland.]  Mr.  Huiokuuoa  rose  and 
said,  that  notwithstanding  what^  he  had 
heard  that  night,  with  respect  to  origi* 
nating  motions  without  notice,,  he  would 
assert  the  right  which  every  member  of 
parliament  possessed  of  doing  so;  and 
would,  therefore,  proceed  to  address  a 
few  observations  to  the  chair,  on  a  no* 
tice  which  he  was  about  to  give.  It  was 
now  the  1 3th  year  since  the  enactment  of 
the  legislative  union  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland.  It  would  be  in  the  re* 
collection  of  the  members  of  that  House» 
that  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  that  act» 
it  was  carried,  in  consequenoe-^in  direct 
consequencc-*of  promises  made  on  th4 
part  ef  the  government  of  England,  by 
persons  in  the  highest  stations,  and  witts 
the  sanction  of  the  highest  aothority^^ 

The  Speaker,  I  conceive  that  the  hon. 
member  is  not  proceeding  in-  a  right 
course.  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
the  hon.  member  is  making  a  motion,  or 
giving  a  notice. 

Mr.  HuOckiMon*  I  do  not  wish,  at  thio 
hour,  to  detain  the  House  many  mmutes  ; 
but  I  insist  on  the  right  which  every 
member  possesses  of  originating  a  «otkm 
without  the  least  notice,  if  he  staoold  sa 
please*  . ^   . 
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The  Chmadlot  of  the  Exchequer.  Then, 
H  the  hoD.  geot<  will  iotist  on  his  priTitege^ 
it  18  right  that  that  priTtlege  ahould  be  as- 
eertaineii.  No  member  can  make  a  mo- 
tion,  without  the  permission  of  the  Hoase, 
after  fire  o'clock,  if  the  regular  orders  of 
the  day  have  been  disposed  of. 

The  jjjpedber.  The  right  hon.  gent,  is 
right.  If  the  orders  of  the  day  are  dis- 
posed of,  no  member  has  a  right  to  make 
a  motion  without  the  permission  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  HyickmtM,  It  was  not  myinten- 
tion  to  state  my  objections  at  large  against 
the  continuance  of  the  legislatire  union  : 
I  merely  claimed  my  right  as  a  member 
of  parliament ;  but  I  see  that  as'  soon  as 
one  word  on  the  subject  of  Ireland  or  the 
Union  is  said,  no  indulgence  from  the' right 
hon,  gent,  is  to  be  expected.  1  ask  no 
indulgence  from  him ;  but  if  I  am  to  be 
precluded  from  addressing  a  few  observa- 
tions to  the  chair,  let  the  House  remember 
that  the  right  hon.  gent.,  the  Prince  Re- 
gent's first  minister,  has  prevented  an  Irish 
member — 

The  Speaker  said,  he  had  already  stated 
what  was  the  order  of  proceeding  in  that 
House. 

Mr.  Burton,  after  an  experience  of  30 
years' as  a  member  of  that  House,  entirely 
agreed  with  the  Speaker  as  to  the  usage 
laid  down  by  him. 

Mr.  Hutchuiion,  af^er  a  short  interval, 
stated  that  he  rose  with  the  intention  of 
giving  notice  of  a  motion  on  a  subject  of 
the  very  last  importance,  and  he  hoped 
to  be  indulged  with  permission  to  stale, 
diortly,  his  reasons  for  making  the  motion 
of  which  he  was  now  to  g^ve  notice. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  again 
•poke  to  order.  It  was  an  established  rule 
of  the  House,  that  no  member,  in  giving 
notice  of  a  motion  for  a  future  day,  should 
be  permitted  to  anticipate  the  debate  of 
that  day,  by  assigning  the  reasons  by 
which  he  was  actuated  in  giving  his  no* 
tke.  The  propriety  of  this  rule  was  ap- 
parent, because  there  being  no  opportunity 
afforded  on  the  other  side  of  answering 
the  reasons  add Qced,  an  undue  prejudica- 
tion of  any  particular  question  might 
thereby  be  occasioned.*  He  was  aware  oJF 
the  force  of  this  objection  on  the  present 
occa9ion,-and  was  desirous  of  guarding  the 
House  and  the  public  against  any  prema- 
ture impression  which  the  ingenuity  and 
eioqulence  of  the  hon.  gent,  wasr  calculated 
and  likely  to  produce; 

ThelSfieaker  held,  that  it  had  been  the 


uniform  ptactice  of  thh  Ho<ise  to  oonfine 
membei?  giving  hotice  of  amotion,  to  tha 
precile  purport  of  the  motiOn,'and  the  day 
on  which  it  was  to'1>e  brctaght  forward.  < 
Mr.  Huichmaon  then  gave  notice  thai  ha 
should,  oA  the  fiht  Tuesday  in  Mareb, 
move  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Leffislatita 
Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland: 
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Fride^p  January  \0. 
VoTB  OF  Thakks  to  LoiD  Miitto,  &c: 
FOR  tHB  Conquest  of  the*  Islahos  or 
Bourbon  and  Mauritius,  and  for  THt 
Operations  in  the  Island  Of  Java.] 
The  Earl  of  Lroerpool,  in  rising  to  make 
his  promised  motion  for  a  Vote  of  Thanks 
to  the  right  hon.  Gilbert  lord  Mihio, 
governor-general  of  India,  and  to  the 
officers  who  had  acted  under  him,  for  the 
late  brilliant  operations '  in  the  Eastern 
seasi  was  aware  of  the  difference  of  o|^inioil 
which  existed  as  to  the  degree  of  merit 
which  entitled  any  individual  to  such  high 
honour  as  that  of  the  Thanks  or  that 
House.  He  was  also  aware,  that  such  a 
mark  of  distinction  should  not  be  wasw 
tonly  lavished;  he  knew,  al  the  same 
time,  that  the  House  was  ever  willing  t# 
pay  a  due  tribute  of  praise  to  meritonoufe 
services.  But,  in  the  present  insttoce,  ho 
was  not  apprehensive  that  a  want  of  suffix 
cient  merit  could  be  urged,  as  an  object 
tion  to  the  proposed  Vote  of  Thanks.  Th6 
House  were  not  called  upon  to  th&nk  th^ 
Governor- General  of  India  for  a  single ' 
service,  but  for  a  general  system  of  opera- 
tions, conceived  in  the  most  profound 
wisdom,  executed  with  the  most  active 
determination,  and  attended  vrith  the  most 
brilliant  exploit.  Those  exertions  had 
been  eminently  successful ;  and  that  sue* 
cess  had  been  principally  owing  to  the  ar- 
rangements made  by  the  noble  lord,  tb 
whom  he  then  proposed  the  thanks  of  ^e 
House  should  be  voted.  Considering  the 
present  system  of  aggrandisement  on  the 
continent  of  Eul^pe,  which  France  had 
too  successfully  practised,  it  had  been 
thought  advi^ble  by  the  government  of 
this  country,  to  retaliate  by  attacking  th6 
colonial  power  of  the  enemy,  in  every  part 
of  the  world.  For  i^  wasobvious,  that  as  long 
as  he  could  retain  a  place  of  rendezvous^  or 
shelter  his  privateers  and  ftt  out  expedr- 
tions,  our  trade  woald  be  liable  tO  annoy- 
ance, far  exceeding,  4n  amount,  the  ex^ 
Eences  of  expeditions  intended  to  deprtva 
im  of  liis  tastfheher.    ViHitr  these  cirw 
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comstaiicett  it  was  thoogbt  aeeeacMry  4o 
make  France  feel,  that  the  ocean  was  the 
tmduipiited  domain  of  Britain ;  and  tbat 
ships,  colonies,  and  eommerc?,  those  fa- 
vourite objects  of  the  ruler  of  France, 
irere  at  the  mercy  of  this  country.  The 
system  had  been  successfully  carried  into 
execution  in  the  West  Indies,  and  there 
the  object  was  not  to  make  new  acquisi- 
tions, or  eren  to  retain  conquests  as  valu- 
able  possessions ;  for  the  expence  of  keep- 
ing them  would  far  out-balance  any 
direct  commercial  advantage ;  but  to  drive 
France  from  those  seas,  and  to  give  addi- 
tional security  to  our  old  colonies.  That 
policy  so  successful  in  the  Western  hemis- 
phere, was  applicable  to  every  part  of  the 
world,  and  more  especially  to  the  East ; 
for  it  was  notorious,  that  with  the  settle- 
ments France  possessed  in  those  seas,  and 
especially  with  the  islands  of  Mauritius 
and  Bourbon,  a  comparatively  small  force 
of  the  enemy  might  annoy,  to  an  immense 
extent,  the  shipping  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, and  the  general  interests  of  Indian 
traders*  It  was,  therefore,  thought  ad  vise- 
able  to  apply  that  system  to  the  East,  but 
it  was  not  till  December,  1808,  that  go- 
vernment came  to  that  resolution ;  and  in- 
atructiens  were  accordingly  sent  to  the 
governor- general  to  see  whether  the 
islai^s  of  Mauritius  and  Bourbon  could  not 
be  reduced  by  blockade ;  and  the  island 
jof  Rodriquez  was  occupied  in  consequence 
of  these  instructions. — Here  the  noble  earl 
gave  a  brief  account  of  the  operations 
which  had  taken  place  in  consequence. 
But  it  was  not  till  the  month  of  June,  ]  8 1 0, 
that  instructions  were  sent  to  the  governor- 
general  of  India,  to  see  if  those  islands 
could  not  be  reduced  by  main  force.  The 
noble  lord  should  add,  in  order  to  set  the 
merit  of  the  governor-general  of  India  in 
its  proper  view,  that  the  moment  he  saw 
what  were  iht  intentions  of  government, 
be  felt*all  the  importance  of  the  object 
they  had  in  contemplation ;  and  find- 
ing himself  no  longer  restricted  by  his 
first  instructions,  to  a  system  of  blockade, 
he,  according  to  his  own  viqws  and  con- 
ceptions, and  on  his  own  responsibility, 
took  Uie  necessary  measures  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  both  islands.  Measures  had,  in  the 
mean  time,  been  preparing  at  home  for 
the  same  object ;  but  the  governor-general 
anticipated  them,  and  the  merit  of  these 
captures  at  that  time  was  solely  due  to 
him.  In  January  18O0,  the  govemor-ge* 
Beral  had  contemplated  the  red;iction  of 
Java  u  the  chief  seat,  aot  of  the  Dutch, 


but  of  the  French  power  in  India,  He 
had  called  the  attention  of  the  East  India. 
Company  to  that  kiii^ect*  and  govepmeni 
had  come  to  the  same  determination, 
which  they  delayed  only  till  they  should 
haye  been  apprised  of  the  fall  of  Mauritius 
and  of  Bourbon,  as  Aie  danger  was  more 
immediate  from  those  settlements.  Thfi 
governor-general  was,  in  consequence^ 
authorised  to  take  the  necessary  .steps  for 
the  reduction  of  Java,  as  soon  as  the  con- 
quest of  these  islands  should  have  been 
achieved  ;  but  the  merit  of  the  plan  wu 
solely  to  be  attributed  to  him.  The  sea* 
son  of  the  year  waa  to  be  consulted  in  all 
maritime  expeditions,  but  more  especially 
in  those  seas.  Doubts  were  entertained  as 
to  the  expedition  being  able  to  proceed 
with  safety  at  that  time  of  the  year.  Bat 
lord  Mipto,  not  relying  on  ordinary  infofw 
mation,  and  knowing  the  importance  of 
speedy  measures,  used  his  own  discretion^ 
sought  among  able  seamen  for  the  result 
of  their '  experience,  and  on  his  own  res- 
|><msibility  discovered  a  course  of  naviga- 
tion hitherto  unknown.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, and  considering  the  extensive 
views,  the  consummate  wisdom,  and  the 
manly  decision  so  ainioent  in  lord  Minlo's 
conduct,  the  noble  earl  thought  him  justly 
entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  House.  It 
was  held  as  a  general  doctrine,  that  the 
thanks  of  the  House  ought  to  be  confined 
to  military  and-  naval  services;  and,  in 
fact,  political  services  were  more  liable  to 
misrepresentation.  But  every  general 
principle  admitted  of  exceptions  for  salu- 
tary purposes ;  and  his  lordship  trusted, 
that  what  he  bad  advanced,  brought  the 
present  case  within  the  scope  of  these  use- 
ful exceptions.  This  was,  in  fact,  to  be 
considered  as  a  military  seryice,  under- 
taken from  the  wisest  political  considera- 
tions, and  with  the  most  comprehensive 
and  statesman- 1  ike  views.  In  the  consi- 
deration of  lord  Minto's  merit,  the  House 
should  not,  however,  forget  th^  gallant 
officers  who  had  acted  under  him.  In  the 
conquest  of  the  islands  of  Mauritius  and 
Bourbon,  they  should  recollect  the  wise 
arrangements  and  spirited  conduct'of  Ge- 
neral Abercromby ;  and  he  had  only  to 
name  commodore  Broughton  and»Rowley» 
to  excite  in  every  heart  sentiments  of  ad* 
miration  and  gratitude.  As  to  Java,  the 
governor-general  wisely  foresaw  the  dan- 
ger of  suBering  the  formidable  prepara- 
tions of  the  enemy  to  grow  into  .maturity* 
He  saw  that  a  new  empire  was  about  to 
be  created*  whjicb  threatened  the  security 
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of  tmr  potMssioiii  in  th«  East;  and  sir 
Samuel  Acfamoty^,  imprestad  with  the 
aame  ideas,  in  spite  of  the  most  disadran* 
tageoas  circamstances,  rushed  on  to  strike 
n  decisive  blow«  and  pursued  ibe  flying 
enemy.  To  the  meriu  of  colonel  Giiles?* 
pie,  and  major  generals  Warde  and  We- 
therall,  the  House  could  not  be  insensible. 
In  short,  those  united  exertions  had  not 
only  wrested  from  the  enemy  the  remains 
of  an  empircj  but  what  was  of  more  conse* 
qoence,  the  beginning  of  a  new  one. — ^The 
noble  earl,  after  recapitalating  the  praises 
he  had  alreadjr  bestowed  on  the  framer  of 
those  enterprises,  and  on  the  officers  by 
whom  he  had  been  so  ably  seconded, 
trusted  that  the  House  would  not  refuse 
them  the  just  reward  of  their  senrices; 
he  then  moved,  «<  That  the  Thanks  of  this 
House  be  given  to  the  right  boo.  Gilbert 
lent  Minto,  goveroor  general  of  the  Brit 
tish  possessions  in  the  East  indies,  for  the 
wisdom  and  ability  with  which  the  mili- 
tary resources  of  the  British  empire  in 
India  have  been  applied  in  the  redaction 
of  the  power  of  the  enemy  in  the  Eastern 
seas,  by  the  conouest  of  the  islands  of 
Bourbon  and  Mauritius,  and  by  the  recent 
successful  operations  in  the  island  of  Java ; 
aind  that  this  House  doth  attribute  the 
brillitot  and  important  successes  which 
have  crowned  our  arms  in  that  quarter  of 
the  globe  to.  the  vigorous  system  of  well- 
concerted  measures  so  wisely  adopted  and 
ateadily  pursued  by  Gilbert  lord  Minto." 

The  Earl  of  Moira  rose  to  express  his  pe  r- 
feet  concurrence  in  the  praises  bestowed 
by  the  noble  Secretary  of  State  on  the  go- 
yemor-general  of  India*  No  doubt  could 
be  entertained  but  those  valuable  con- 
quests vrere  owing  to  his  wise  arrange- 
ments, and  if  a  precedent  had  been  want- 
log  to  vote  the  thanks  of  the  House  for 
political  services,  the  present  was  a  fit 
caae  to  form  one.  His  lordship  then  reca- 
pitulated the  exertions  of  the  officers  em- 
ployed in  those  expeditions  so  wisely 
planned,  and  whose  services  he  considered 
not  only  aa  brilliaat  but  as  eminently  use- 
ful, nt  could  not,  however,  go  to  the 
length  ofapprovtoff  the  noble  secretary  of 
state,  when  he  said  that  a  system  of  colo- 
mal  aggression  was  meant  as  a  counterba- 
lance for  immense  acquisitions  on  the  con- 
tinent; fcft  he  was  convinced,  that  such  a 
vast  increase  of  EuropMu  dominions,  most 
sooner  or  later  carry  with  them  ships,  co- 
lonies, and  commerce.  His  lordship  had 
always  been  of  opinion,  that  it  would  have 
been  preferable  for  England  to  employ  her 
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forces  in  resisting  the  enemy  on  the  con- 
tifient,  tl|an  in  conquering  colonies,  which 
only  extended  the  already  too  vast  cepse- 
tery  of  our  brave  soldiers.  This  w*,  how- 
ever, the  only  observation  he  should  make^ 
and,  as  a  soldier,  he  considered  the  noble 
Secretary  of  State  ientitled  to  hisparticuhdr 
thanks,  for  having  so  manfully  stepped  fef- 
ward  to  obtain  fer  his  fellow-soMiers  the 
proudest  reward  of  their  exertions. 

The  Earl  of  BuekmfkamMrc  also  heartily 
concurred  in  the  motion,  conceiving  there 
could  be  no  doubt  thi|t  in  this  instance  tbe 
thanks  of  the  House  were  most  justly  doe, 
and  as  a  connection  of  lord  fdinto,  be  jre* 
turned  thanks  to  his  noble  friend  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  for  the  liberal  manner  in 
which  be  had  appreciated  the  services  of 
that  noble  lord. 

Lord  Qren^UU  considered  himself  bound 
in  honour  to  declare,  that,  since  he  had 
sat  in  that  House,  he  had  bever  heard  a 
more  manly,  generous,  and  statesman-like 
speech  than  that  delivered  by  the  noble 
Shecretary  of  State,  it  did  him  great  ho« 
noor ;  and  with  that  feeling,  he  would 
not  delay  the  House  by  useless  observa- 
tions. He  had  himself  frequently  reoom* 
mended  to  the  House  to  be  sparing  of 
their  votes  of  thanks,  as  it  was  the  highest 
honour  which  could  be  conferred  en  an 
individual ;  and  he  asserted  that  opinion 
the  more  willingly  at  a  moment  wMi  he 
most  heartily  concurred  with  the  motiott» 
than  when  he  was  reluctantly  forced  te 
oppose  that  reward  being  bestowed  en 
otherwise  meritorious  services.  But  the 
thanks  of  the  House  were  not  to  be  the  re- 
ward of  easy  victory,  however  useful; 
difficulties  overcome  would  alone  entatJn 
the  conquerors  to  those  thanks.  But,  in 
the  present  case,  as  the  noble  Secretary  of 
State  had  justly  observed,  success  was  nei 
only  the  rMult  of  wisdom,  prudence,  |nd 
discretion,  but  also  of  courage  and  resolu- 
tion. Success  had  been,  in  a  great  mea« 
sure,  owing  to  the  noble  resolution  of  the 
governor-general  of  India,  to  assume  an 
awfel  responsibility,  when  every  thing 
seemed  to  combine  to  deter  him ;  and,  in 
spite  of  all  those  disadvantages,  he  did  not 
hesitate  to  step  forwsrd  to  serve  his£ouii- 
try.  His  loroship  would  even  go  farther 
than  the  noble  secretary  of  sute,  who  had 
said  that  by  custom,  military  and  naval 
services  seemed  entitled  exclusively  to 
the  thanks  of  the  House ;  he  thought  poli* 
tical  services  of  soch  a  nature  w^e  emi«, 
nently  deserving  of  that  high  reward,  but 
it  w^ld  be  invidioua  if  the  pfficefs  who 
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had  eoncorr^  in  thote  noble  achieie* 
mentfl^  were  not  inctuded  in  tbem.  Here 
the  noble  lord  briefly  adverted  to  tbe  set- 
Yices  of  tbe  officers  employed  in  tbe  Ta- 
mos expeditions,  bat  obs^rted  tbat  it 
would  be  only  waste  of  time  to  detain  their 
lordships,  as  he  not  only  concurred 
heartily  in  the  motion,  but  also  professed 
that  the  noble  Secretary  of  State  was  en- 
titled to  his  acknowledgments,  for  having 
80  ably  made  out  a  case  in  which  the 
thanks  of  the  House  were  most  legitimate- 
ly^doe. 

*The  Earl  of  Liverpool  then  moved  the 
thanks  of  the  House,  in  the  usual  form,  to 
Heutenant-generals  Abercromby  and  sir 
SammSi  Achmuty :  to  vice-admiral  Albe- 
marle Bertie  and  rear-admiral  Stopford : 
to  major-generals  Henry  Warde  and  Au- 
gustus Wetherall ;  and  all  the  officers^ 
both  European  and  natives,  employed 
under  them:  to  commodores  Broughton  and 
Rowley.  He  also  moved.  That  the  House 
do  approve  of  the  conduct  of  the  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates,  and  sea- 
men and  marines,  employed  in  those  ex- 
peditions.— All  these  motions  were  agreed 
to,  ncM.  can. 
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Fridojft  Jamuay  10. 
VoTB  OF  Thanks  to  Lord  Minto,  &c. 
foa  THE  Conquest  of  the  Islands  of 
Bourbon  and  Mauritius,  and  for  the 
^  Operations  in  the  Island  op  ^ava.] 
The  ChanceUor  qfihe  Exchequer,  in  rising  to 
move  the  Thanks  of  the  House  to  the  dif- 
ferent persons  for  whom  he  should  propose 
lliem,  thouffbt  it  necessary  to  state,  that 
Aough,  undoubtedly,  the  recent  great  and 
gk>rious  exertions  which  had  led  to  the 
conquest  of  Java,  would  most  particularly 
ealt  for  notice,  yet  it  would  not  be  just  to 
the  persons  concerned,  if  the  House  were 
to  take  so  narrow  a  view  of  the  subject,  as 
to  confine  its  attention  to  that  achievement 
alone.  To  the  conduct  of  the  governor- 
general  of  India  he  should  particularly 
call  their  attention.  To  the  wise  and  well 
arranged  plan  which  he  had  formed,  was, 
in  a  great  degree,  owing  that  ultimate  suc- 
cess with  wliich  our  arms  had  been  crown- 
ed. At  the  commencement  of  the  present 
war,  an  intimation  had  been  given  to  the 
East  India  Company,  to  guard  them 
against  expending  large  sums  in  expedi- 
tions against  the  French  East  India  islands 
Intelligence,  hbwev^r,  was  received  by 
the  govtrnor-geiieral  of  India,  in  the  year 


1808,  that  the  islands  of  ^urbon  and  of 
the  Mauritius  were  in  such  a  situation  that 
it  might  l>e  expected  a  well* timed  block- 
ade would  compel  them  to  surrender  to 
the  British.     From  subsequent   infbrma*' 
tion  as  to  tbe  state  of  defence  in  which  thef 
island  of  Bourbon  then  was,  be  conceived 
himself  justified  in  sending  out  a  small  ex* 
pedition  against  that  island,  and  at  the 
same  time  he  had  it  in  contemplation  to 
prepare  a  more  important  foree  to  pro- 
ceed against  the  Mauritius.    The  same 
intelligence  that  led  lord  Mintoloform 
this  design,  reached  this  country  about  the 
middle  of  the  year  1810,  in  consequence 
of  which,  instructions  were  sent  by  so- 
vernment  to  the  govemor-eeneral  of  India, 
to  attempt  the  conquest  of  the  Mauritius. 
By  this  fortunate  coincidence,  it  happened 
tbat  when  instructions  to  that  efilect  reach* 
ed  India,  the  armament,  which,  upon  his 
own  responsibility,  lord  Minto  bad  pre^ 
viously  prepared,  was  ready  to  sail  imme* 
diately.    That  expedition  proceeded  with- 
out loss  of  time  to  its  destination,  and  sue* 
ceeded  in  effecting  its  object  in  the  De* 
cember  of  the  same  year.     Every  thing^ 
that  occurred  in  the  prosecution  of  that 
enterprise  was  highly  creditable  to  all  par- 
ties  concerned  in  it.  General  Abercromby, 
who  commanded,  had  proved  himself  pos« 
sessed  of  all  the  necessary  qualifications  to 
enable  him  to  discharge  his  doty  in  a  sa- 
tisfactory manner,  and  was  1n  every  res- 
pect fully  equal   to  the  task  which  had 
been  imposed  on  him.     It  was  however 
thought,  that  though  the  conduct  of  that 
ffallant  general  in  itself  cotild  not  be  too 
highly  commended,    yet    that   conquest 
singly  was  not  of  sufficient  importance  to 
call  for  the  thanks  of  parliament.— This  at 
least  was  the  view  taken  of  the  subject, 
and  till  it  was  followed  up  by  those  ulte- 
rior successes  which  had  followed,  it  was  not 
thought  expedient  to  bring  the  subject  fbr- 
ward.     There  was  one  circumstance  con- 
nected  with    this    expedKion    which  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  mention,  as  it  was  so 
creditable  to  captain  Rowley,  that  it  could 
not  with  justice  be  passed  over.     Befom 
the  capture  of  the  Mauritius,  it  would  b« 
recollected  that  a  force  had  been  fitted 
out  for  the   purpose  of  destroying  the 
French  frigates  which  were  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood.   This  attempt,  though  success- 
ful in  the  first  instance,  was  subsequently, 
through  various  accidents,  so  unfortunate 
that  our  naval  superiority  in  those  seas  was 
lost,  and  for  a  short  period,  our  force  was 
inferior  to  Ae  French  force  on  that  stM* 
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tion.  Tbinfs  were  in  this  siluatioo,  when, 
by  the  disliiigaisbed  exertions  of  captain 
Rowley^  by  a  vigproot  display  of  all  that 
cocild  prove  him  worthy  the  confidence  of 
his  country,  thatsuperiority  was  wrenched 
from  France  by  his  valour,  and  transferred 
to  Brititin*  The  turn  thus  given  to  things 
in  thsit  qaartej>  contributed  not  a  little  to 
Ijie  success  of  the  expedition,  as  if,  on  its 
arrival  there,  it  had  found  the  naval  supe- 
ctorlty  on  the  side  of  France,  that  circum- 
at««ice  might  have  considerably  embar- 
rassed its  operations.  At  that  time,  the 
governor-general  of  India  repeated  the  ob- 
servations he  had  previously  made  to  his 
government  on  the  imporunce  of  Java  to 
France.  He  was  aware  that  reinforce- 
ments were  expected  from  Europe,  and 
before  these  could  arrive,  he  was  anxious 
that  it  should  be  taken  military  possession 
of  by  an  English  army.  He  thought  it 
necessary  for  the  security  of  our  commerce 
•od  possessions,  that  the  enemy  should  be 
dispossessed  of  it,  and  proposed,  as  sooix  as 
the  troops  should  return  from  the  Mau- 
ritius, to  employ  them  in  this  service.  For 
this  new  enterprize  he  was  then  preparing, 
«nd  he  trusted  that  instructions  to  attempt 
it  would  arrive  before  the  expedition  was 
ready  to  sail.  Instructions  were  received 
from  this  country,  in  April.  It  was  after- 
vrards  apprehended  that  the  season  was 
ioo  £Eur  advanced  for  it  to  be  made  at  that 
tim^.  Considerable  naval  difficulties  had 
^emed  to  oppose  themselves  to  the  under- 
taking, and  here  peculiar  credit  was  due 
to  lord  Minto.  He  had  made  such  exami- 
nations with  respect  to  the  course  of  navi- 
gation to.  be  pursued,  as  greatly  forwarded 
the  object  in  view.  From  the  ordinary 
course  of  navigation  in  those  seas,  consi- 
derable obstructions  were  to  be  feared. 
Tliese  virere  so  very  great,  that  the  officer 
to  whom  the  naval  part  of  the  expedition 
was  to  be  ttosted,  expressed  considerable 
«pprebeosioDs  on  that  head«  These,  how- 
erer,  were  completely  dissipated  when 
the  plan  which  lord  Minto  had  formed 
was  ^  explained.  Admiral  Drury  died  in 
M^ch>  and  the  command  in  consequence 
devolved  upon  commodore  Broughton. 
The  whole  torce  sailed  on  the  51st  July, 
mider  the  directions  of  rear-admiral  Stop- 
lord.  The  governor-general  in  person  ac- 
cottipanied  this  expedition,  in  order  to 
Biake  each  ku|airiefl  and  form  such  ar- 
noigemcBte  aawere  likely  to  be  conducive 
le  the  ends  for  which  the  conquest  was 
%Bd«ttakeii.  Tiie  landing  waa  ejected  at 
•  place<ciiUed  ChtllchiUmgf  mH/uikt  abont 
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12.  miles  east  of  the  city,  on  the  4ih  of  Aa» 
gust.  Some  difficulties,  it  was  apprer 
bended,  would  be  thrown  in  the  ^ay  of 
the  army's  progress,  by  the  city  of  fia? 
tavia.  This,  however,  was  not  done*  as 
the  French  evacuated  it  at  the  approach 
of  the  English  arm^,  and  it  was  Ukevi 
possession  of  by  the  mvaders  on  the  9th  of 
August.  The  enemy  had.  retired  to  a 
strong  position,  which  they  had^previonsly 
prepared,  about  two  miles  in  advance  of 
their  works,  at  Fort  Come  lis.  Their  po* 
siiion  was  defended  by  an  abattis,  occu- 
pied by  3,000  of  their  best  troops,  asnl 
four  guns  of  horse-artillery.  There  they 
were  attacked  by  colonel  Gillespie,  who 
had  so  greatly  distinguished  himself 
throughout  the  operations,  with  the  great*- 
est  gallantry,  and  compelled  to  retire 
leaving  behind  them  500  dead.  It  was 
here  stated  by  the  gallant  general  who 
commanded,  that  though  ihus  far  succem^ 
ful  beyond  ex|>ectati6n,  the  difficulties  of 
the  enterprize  were  not  yet  surmounted: 
the  enemy,  greatly  superior  in  numbers, 
was  strongly  entrenched  in  a  position  be- 
tween the  great  river  Jacatra,  and  the 
Sloken,  an  artificial  water-course,  neither 
of  which  were  fordable.  This  position 
was  shut  up  by  a  deep  trench,  strongly 
pallisaded.  Seven  redoubts,  and  many 
batteries,  mounted  with  heavy  cannon, 
occupied  the  most  commanding  grounds 
within  the  lines.  The  fort  of  Cornelia 
was  in  the  centre,  and  the  whole  of  the 
werks  was  defended  by  a  numerous  and 
well  organised  artillery.  The  season  was 
too  far  advanced^  the  heat  too  violent,  and 
our  numbers  insufficient,  to  admit  of  re- 
gular approaches.  To  carry  the  works 
by  assault  was  the  alternative,  and  on  that 
he  decided.  The  situation  in  which  the 
enemy  presented  himself  was  such,  that  te 
diftercnt  officers,  and  to  diffiM'ent  xien,  k 
wouki  have  furnished  an  obstacle  suffi- 
ciently formidable  to  prevent  any  farther 
advance.  The  general  knew  the  officers 
and  the  men  he  had  to  command,  and  deter- 
mined on  an  assault.  On  this  occasion 
colonel  Gillespie  led  the  attack  with  such 
spirit,  that  the  enemy  flew  before  him  as 
if  they  had  no  means  of  resistance.  The 
whole  of  the  business  was  conducted  in 
the  ablest  manner,  and  while  the  loss  of 
the  enemy  was  very  severe,  ours  was  re- 
markably slight,  as  the  greatest  loss  expe- 
rienced was  caused  by  the  explosion  of  a 
battery,  which  our  victorious  troops  had 
taken  possession  of.  A  variety  of  dtffiir- 
•n^  attacks  wera  necessarily  made ;  eack 
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itM  crowned  with  sqccms^  and  it  was  dtf- 
fioult  to  say  which  had  been  eondocted 
the  best.  The  very  able  exertions  of 
colonel  Gillespie  could  not  be  praised  too 
flaoch.  It  was  doe  to  that  gallant  officer 
to  state,  that  at  the  time  he  thas  distin- 
guished himself  he  was  not  in  good  health. 
He  was  rery  onwelU  yet,  unremitting  in 
his  exertions,  he  forgot  his  weakness  in 
his  zeal,  and  was  only  solicitous  to  dis- 
charge his  duty.  Oi\e  instance  of  this  he 
wished  particularly  Co  ootice.  When  the 
enemy  fled,  and  he  saw  the  horse  pursuing 
bim,  colonel  Gillespie  was  heard  to  lament 
that  he  had  no  horse  to  join  in  the  pur- 
suit. A  horse  was  then  brought  to  him, 
which  he  was  just  about  to  mount,  when 
exhfmsted  by  indisposition  and  the  orer- 
strained  exertions  he  had  made,  he  fainted 
on  the  spot  Colonel  M'Leod  also,  who 
unfortunately  lost  his  life  in  this  operation, 
ought  not  to  be  forgotten.  Than  biro,  a 
braver  olBcer  had  never  drawn  his  sword 
in  the  septce  of  his  country.  He  fell, 
while  nobly  taking  his  part  in  the  exer- 
tions of  this  glorious  day.  The  destruction 
of  the  enemy  had  been  immense,  as  an 
nrmy  of  10,000  men  bad  been  killed^  made 
prisoners,  or  dispersed,  with  the  exception 
of  a  small  body,  which  had  retired  with 
the  French  general  up  the  country.  The 
conduct  of  lieutenant  general  sir  S.  Aoch* 
muty,  who  commanded  on  this  occasion, 
was  entitled  to  the  highest  praise.  In 
speaking  of  him,  he  had  only  to  use  the 
words  of  lord  Minto.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  here  quoted  that  part  of  the  noble 
lord's  letter,  where  he  observes,  that  his 
eovereign  will  not  forget  the  share  sir 
Samuel  Aochmnty  had  in  the  operations, 
nor  his  countrymen  fail  to  appreciate  the 
man  who  bad  so  eminently  distinguished 
himselfl— h  was  almost  unnecessary  to 
state,  that  wherever  the  navy  could  take 
m  part  in  the  operations,  all  that  could  be 
done  was  effected  by  their  zeal  and  valour. 
The  manner  in  which  the  subordination  of 
the  army  had  been  spoken  of  was  a  subject 
of  much  coHgratulauon.  There  never  was 
an  instance  of  an  army  being  in  a  coun- 
try which  afforded  such  temptations  to 
plunder,  deporting  itself  in  a  manner  more 
regular  and  correct.*— On  the  importance 
of  Java,  as  an  acquisition  of  territory,  he 
would  not  speak  at  present,  as  he  wished 
to  avoid  touching  on  any  subject  on  which 
a  difierence  of^  opinion  might  exist  to  dis- 
turb that  unanimity  which  he  hoped  would 
acoompany  the  vote.  He  would,  how- 
•ver»  say  thai  the  conqueil  of  Java  was  of 


infinite  importance*  If  it  was  not  im- 
portant as  a  colony  gained  to  England,  it 
was  of  great  importance  that  it  bad  beea 
snatched  from  France.  That  the  ^nemy 
had  been  dispossessed  of  it  was  of  ^at 
importance  to  our  East  India  possessions* 
as  in  the  hands  of  France  there  was  every 
reason  to  fear  from  the  activity  of  the 
enemy,  that  it  would  be  made  the  meana 
of  great  annoyance  to  us.  This  had  been 
perceived  by  the  governor- general,  and  to 
nim  in  particular  were  the  thanks  of  the 
House  due  for  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  Uken  upon  himself  to  prepare  an  ex- 
pedition, and  for  the  wisdom  and  skill 
with  which  all  his  arrangements  had  been 
made.  He  vrould  therefore  move,  "  That 
the  Thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  the 
right  hon.  Gilbert  lord  Minto,  governor- 
general  of  the  British  possessions  in  the 
East  Indies,  for  the  wisdom  and  ability 
with  which  the  military  resources  of  tM 
British  empire  in  India  nave  been  applied 
inihe  reduction  of  the  power  of  the  enemy 
in  the  Eastern  seas,  by  the  conquest  of 
the  islands  of  Bourbon  and  Mauritius, 
and  by  the  recent  successful  operations  in  . 
the  island  of  Java;  and  that  this  House 
doth  attribute  the  brilliant  and  important 
successes  which  have  crowned  our  arms 
in  that  quarter  of  the  globe  to  the  vigorous 
system  of  well-concerted  measures  so 
wisely  adopted  and  steadily  pursued  by 
Gilbert  lord  Minto.'' 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  that  he  had  not  a 
moment's  hesitation  in  concurring  with 
the  right  hon.  gent,  that  no  thanks  the 
House  could  bestow  would  be  an  adequate 
reward  for  the  gallantry  and  discipline 
displayed  by  the  British  army  ;  but  how- 
ever ungrscioos  the  task  might  be,  be 
couM  not  prevail  upon  himself  to  say,  that 
the  same  claim  existed  on  behalf  of  lord 
Minto,  to  justify  the  pompous  phraseology 
employed  in  tlie  motion  just  read.  In  the 
first  place,  it  ought  to  be  made  out,  that  it 
was  not  only  extremely  essential  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  underuking,but  that  itwasabso- 
lutely  necessary  that  the  governor-general 
should  forsake  his  station  at  Bengal,  to 
enter  on  a  voyage  for  six  weeks  or  two 
months,  to  be  present  at  the  conquest  of 
Batavia.  Nothuig  but  abaelute  necessity 
could  justify  the  forsaking,  of  the  trust  re- 
posed in  him  elsewhere.  Much  merit 
nad  been  attributed  to  lord  Minto  from 
the  circumstance,  that,  at  the  time  the  d«a- 
patches  from  this  country,  authorisin|^ 
him  to  undertake  the  expedition  against 
the  filamtiuv  every  thing  had  been  pro- 
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pared  for  that  parpose,  and  yet  on  the 
first  check  received,  the  whole  object  of 
the  armament  moat  have  been  dinp* 
pomted,  bad  it  not  been  for  the  admirable 
conduct  of  capuin  Rowley  (wboie  merits 
coold  not  be  over-stated)  who  maintained, 
with  an  inferior  force,  the  honour  and  so* 
perioHty  of  oof  flag.  Whatever  applause, 
therefore,  was  due  to  captain  Rowley  for 
this  circumstance,  must  of  necessity  be 
withdrawn  from  lord  Mtnto. — ^The  next 
merit  attributed  to  the  governor-general 
waa,  that  the  time  of  year  the  expedition 
agminst  Batavia  was  undertaken,  rendered 
the  success  extremely  doubtfol,  and  ad- 
miral  Drary,  who  had  been  long  in  those 
aens,  from  the  lateness  of  the  season  de- 
apaired  of  accomplisbiBg the  object;  but 
that  the  govc^rmnr^geiietii  had  made  him- 
aeff,  in  Bengal,  a*  wmA  aaare  master  of 
the  subject  than  -illf  Ailalk  naval  com- 
mander, that  ir  w«s  dktennined  to  pro- 
ceed. The  rtgfat^  hmki  gent,  congratu- 
lated the  House  that  lord  Minto  was  so 
diatingoished  an  admiral,  and  be  hoped 
that  he  would  jikewise  prove  himself, 
ivitfaoot  the  aid  of  ministers,  a  great  ge- 
neral t  it  wai,  however,  no  sreat  compli- 
ment to  our  naval  commaMers,  who  had 
devoted  their  attention  solely'to  matters  of 
navigation.  For  was  it  to  be  believed, 
that  80  experienced  an  officer  as  admiral 
Drory,  was  to  be  instructed  by  the  go- 
vernor-general ?  and  in  this  instance  too, 
if  any  merit  were  doe  to  lord  Minto,  it 
most  he  detracted  in  the  same  proportion 
from  admiral  Drury.— The  right  hon. 
gent,  said  he  could  by  no  means  concur 
in  the  opinion  expressed,  that  the  impor- 
tance of  the  acquisition  to  the  nation  was 
not  to  be  contemplated  in  a  Question  of 
this  kind.— "You  most  not.'  said  the 
Chancellorof  the  Exchequer,  *'  enter  upon 
that,  for  it  will  be  tore  to  produce  a  dif- 
ftrence  of  opinion.'^  Unquestionably  sir 
Samuel  Aocbrooty,  colonel  Gillespie,  and 
the  other  brave  soldiers  engaged,  had 
done  their  doty  in  obeying  the  orders  of 
their  soperiors,  and  they  deserved  a  re- 
ward for  their  valour ;  bot  when  it  was 
demanded  of  the  Hoose  to  pass  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  planner  of  the  expedition, 
because  it  hild  succeeded,  sorely  it  woold 
not  be  denied  that  now  was  the  roost 
proper  time  to  consider  what  was  the 
valoe  of  the  acqoiaition.  "  No,''  said  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Estcbeqoer  again,  <'  you 
most  hot  inqoive  whether  it  is  worth  the 
many  preciedr  lives  it  has  cost  ?  Whether 
we  can  qoit  it 'without  leaving  the  natives 


to  certain  destroction  ?  or  whether  certain 
destroction  will  not  attend  our  troops  if 
they  remain  ?"  These  inqoiries  were  to  b0 
passed  over;  inqoiries  which  he  woold 
like  to  have  answered  by  some  of  the 
East-India  Directors,  who,  by  some  on- 
locky  accident,  on  a  qoestion  in  which 
they  were  pecoliarlv  concerned,  were 
all  absent  from  the  Hoose  :  Why,  if  the 
conqoest  was  worth  the  blood  it  had  cost, 
were  they  backward  in  giving  their  share 
of  applaose  ?-*There  were  no  terms  of  ap* 
probation  too  strong  as  applied  te  sir 
Samoel  Aochmoty,  for  his  skill  and  intre- 
pidity, becaose  he  bad  been  compelled  to 
engaged  in  a  project,  than  which  it  was 
confessed  none  was  more  hazardoos ;  and 
at  one  time  he  had  no  choice  between  ad- 
venturoos  fortitode  and  a  dtsgracefol  re- 
treat :  either  Fort  Cornells  most  be  taken 
by  storm,  or  the  expedition  relinqoished  ; 
for  a  regolar  siege  woold  have  destroyed 
oor  army.  The  risht  hon.  gent  over  the 
way  woold  not  deny,  that  before  the 
storming  of  Fort  Comelis  was  determined 
upon,  it  had  been  in  agitation  whether  the 
British  troops  shoold  not  abandon  a  pro- 
ject, the  success  of  which  was  almost  vi- 
sionary, and  the  reward,  if  the  object  were 
attained,  bot  a  name.  Why  was  it  necea- 
sary  that  lord  Minto  shoold  accompany 
the  armament  ?  He  had  a  rooted  dislike 
to  any  ciril  controol  being  exercised  over 
an  army  or  navy.  It  savoured  too  moch 
of  the  French  revolotion,  where  a  depoty 
from  the  Convention  always  accompanied 
the  troops — not  to  share  the  danger,  bot 
to  participate  in  the  glory.— He  wished 
to  speak  with  every  respect  of  lord  Minto 
—for  personal  respect  he  felt— bot  he 
coold  not  bot  recollect  something;  of  hia 
conduct  in  Corsica,,  towards  the  moch 
lamented  sir  John  Moore;  which,  if  it 
had  socceeded  in  infloencing  that  highly 
valoable  officer,  woold  have  rendered  him 
a  proscribed  man  over  the  face  of  the 
earth.  The  right  hon.  gent,  concluded 
by  sayidg,  that  he  must  be  informed  of  the 
essential  necessity  of  lord  Minto's  leaving 
the  seat  of  government  to  soperintend 
the  operations  of  the  expedition ;  and  till 
he  had  official  proof  of  the  great  merit 
and  valoe  of  his  personal  attendance  he 
coold  not,  though  it  might  appear  invi- 
dious, concur  in  the  pompous  and  elabo- 
rate  panegyric  which  had  been  framed  on 
the  wisdom  and  vigour  of  tha|fc  noble  lord's 
system  of  operations. 

Mr.  Yorke  observed,  that  he  had  taken 
a  far  diiierent  view  of  the  subject  firom 
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the  right  boo.  gentJemaii,.  and  hoped  to 
conyince  the  House,  notwithstandiog  the 
plausibiliUr  of  what  had  been  just  stated, 
that  lord  Minto  fully  deserved  the  compli- 
ment proposed  to  be  paid  to  him.  Af^er 
professing  that,  in  a  question  of  this  kind, 
ne  dismissed  all  party  feelings,  he  admit-* 
ted  that  it  was  extremely  bt  to  inquire, 
whether  the  object  that  was  to  be  attained, 
namely^  the  dislodgment  of  the  enemy 
•  icou  arpoBt  where  he  might  greatly  annoy 
our  trade,  was  or  was  not  worthy  the 
mea^  employed  and  the  expence  incurr- 
ed; but  he  denied  that  those  inquiries 
ahould  extend  to  the  question,  whether  it 
wat  wise  or  impolitic  to  retain  possession 
of  the  island  thus  acquired  ?  No  man»  he 
believed^  would  doubt-  that  it  was  ex- 
tsemely  desirable  that  the  French  should 
be  .driven  from  a  situation  where  they 
possessed  such  extensive  means  of  annoy- 
ance toM>ur  trade  in  the  Indian  seas^  espe- 
cially when  it  was  recollected  that  of  late 
years  particularly,  the  employ  ment  of  this 
station  against  Great  Britain  had  been 
made  so  important  an  object  with  the 
French  government.  With  regard  to  the 
peculiar  merits  of  lord  Minto,  it  was  unne- 
cessary Xo  confirm  what  had  been  already 
ao  ably^  urged  as  to  his  lordship's  merits 
in  planning  and  arranging  the  subjugation 
of  .these  islands.  He  admitted  that  the 
^ents  and  judgment  of  commodore 
Rowley  could  <  not  be  too  much  praised, 
ftod  be  was  glad  that  under  Divine  Provi- 
dence, we  bad  innumerable  examples  of  a 
iimilar  kind  ;  yet  it  was  not  to  be  sup- 
posed that  this  circumstance  only  had  ef- 
fected the  conquest  of  the  Mauritius.  No ; 
to  the  taleniU  of  lord  Minto  Great-Britain 
was  mainly  indebted.  Surely  it  was  no 
email  praise  to  say  of  thegovernqr-general 
,that  he  had  forestalled,  asitwere,  the  wishes 
of  his  government.  Was  it  no  merit  to  a 
man  to  say  that,  at  the  very  instant  in- 
atrnctions  arrived  to  make  preparations  for 
an  important  attempt,  all  the  arrange - 
floients  had  been  made,  and,  that  the  expe- 
dition was  ready  to  sail  ?  At  least,  it  was 
but  justice  to  say,  that  he  had  done  more 
than  even  the  most  sanguine  could  ex- 
pect.—*The  right  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last, 
liad  alluded  to  some  transactions  in  Cor- 
sica. What  they  were,  he  was  perfectly 
ignorant ;  but  this  he  knew,  that  they  had 
no  bearing  upon  the  present  question :  the 
troe  point  to  be  con&idered  was,'whe-' 
^er  there  was  any  /langer  at  all  in  lord 
Minto's  leaving  the  seat  of  government  ? 
What  was  to  prevent  him  ?     Were  there 


commotions  in  Bengal  ?  No.  Was  his  pre- 
sence required  at  that  particujar  period  ? 
No.  Was  his  presence  required  at  Java  ? 
Undoubtedly  it  was  most  important^  not 
only  to  the  success  of  the  expedition,  but 
to  the  future  settlement  of  the.  conquered 
island.  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty  must  have 
been  comparatively  ignorant  of  the  inten- 
tions of  the  governor  :  whether  it  was  in* 
tended  merely  to  take  military  possession, 
or  whether  it  was  to  be  retained  as  a  cor 
lony  to  be  attached  to  the  mother  coun- 
try :  whether  military  or  civil  magistrate 
should  be  appointed ;  and  a  vast  variety  of 
other  points,  to  decide  upon  which  any 
person  but  the  governor-geperal  was  in* 
competent.  Under  these  circumstances 
he  hoped  the  House  would  feel,  that  had 
his  lordship  remained  in  Bengal,  he  would 
have  been  deficient  in  a  necessary  and  im« 
portent  part  of  his  duty. — Much  had  been 
said  on  what,  to  hia  mind«  was  a  mdst  con^ 
spicuotts  instance  of  high  desert  in  lord 
Minto,  namely,  that  he  procured  the  ex« 
pedition  to  sail,  although  admiral  Drury 
had  at  first  expressed  his  opinion  to  the 
contrary.  It  was  true  that  sir  S.  Auch- 
muty was  of  the  same  sentiment,  and  yet 
thjat  lord  Minto,  by  explaining  to  those 
gallant  officers  a  new  course  of  navigation 
to  the  west  of  Borneo^  had  convinced 
them  that  the  expedition  conld  sail,  and 
reach  its  destination  before  the  setting  in 
of  the  S.  W.  winds ;  for  it  ought  to  be  known» 
that  .while  the  expedition  w^s  only  in  con- 
templation, lord  Minto  hadepiployedacap- 
tain  Gregg,  of  great  experience,  to  try  the 
soundings  of  the  new  course  by  the  Cara- 
malla,  and  by  shewing  his  report  to  admiral 
Drury  and  sir  S.  Auchmuty,  they  were  coq- 
vinced  that  the  project  was  practicable. 
What  then  became  of  this  ground  of  objec- 
tion against  the  noble  lord  ?  A  passage, 
through  which  before  only  small  vessels 
had  proceeded,  was  discovered,  throu|^ 
which  100  sail  might  proceed  with  seen* 
rity.  Under  these  circumstances,  he 
trusted  that  the  House  would  di£fer  from 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  and  bestow  the 
tribute  of  gratitude  which  distinguished 
services  so  justly  merited.  Before  he  sat 
down,  he  begged  to  refer  to  what  had  been 
stated,  that  at  one  time  after  the  city  of 
Batavia  bad  been  captured,  the  enterprise 
was  found  to  be  so  haaardous,  that  lord 
Mlhto  had  it  in  contemplation  to  resign 
the  attempt.  On  what  authority  such  a 
statem^t  was  made,  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters knew  not,  but  pertain  it  was  that*no 
such  information  bad  come  to  their  |kooic* 
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ledge.  On  the  whole,  be  did  not  despair 
that  even  the  right  hon.  gentleman  oTer 
the  way  wo\iId  be  convinced  by  what 
he  had  said,  and  that  the  vote  of  thanks  to 
lord  Minto  would  be  carried  without  a 
dissentient  voice. 

Sir  Henry  Montgomery  objected  to  the 
vote  of  thanks  to  lord  Minto,  became  he 
conceived  that  noble  lord  to  have  done 
little,  if  indeed  he  had  done  any  thing, 
which  coald  entitle  him  to  so  high  an  ho- 
noar.  Perhaps  he  rather  deserved  cen^ 
aare  for  some  of  the  acts  which  had  mark- 
ed his  visit  to  Java,  one  especially  of 
which  was  to  give  fireedom  toall  the  slaves 
the  moment  he  arrived;  a  proceeding 
which  he  could  not  but  condemn,  as  they 
were  the  most  blood-thirsty  fellows  ima- 
ginable. The  hon.  baronet  then  read 
tome  extracts  from  a  private  letter,  which 
be  had  received  from  India,  the  purport  of 
which  extracts  was  to  cast  a  portion  of 
blame  upon  some  of  the  actions  of  lord 
Minto,  and  he  concluded  by  submitting  to 
the  House,  whether  they  could,  with  any 
propriety,  pass  a  vote  of  thanks  to  his  lord- 
ship ;  though  at  the  same  time,  he  was  en- 
tirely of  opinion  that  every  praise  should 
be  bestowed  upon  the  gallant  achieve- 
ments of  general  Auchmuty  and  the  army 
senring  under  him. 

General  TorUton  ridiculed  the  idea  of  a 
man  of  sir  S.  Auchmuty 's  abilities  being 
sent  out  on  an  expedition  with  a  nurse  to 
superintend  him.  The  House  need  not 
refer  to  the  Deputies  of  the  French  Conven- 
tion alone,  to  convince  them  of  the  impo- 
licy of  setting  civil  masters  over  military 
commanders,  for  if  they  looked  to  the 
wars  of  prince  Eugene  and  the  duke  of 
Marlborough,  the  same  fact  was  rendered 
most  evident.  Neither,  in  later  days,  could 
he  think  the  sailing  of  far-famed  sir  Wil- 
liam Curtis  from  the  Downs,  had  any  good 
effect  en  the  Walcheren  expedition.  He 
bestowed  a  high  panegyric  on  sirS.  Auch- 
muty, to  whose  decision  aifd  temerity  in, 
attacking  Fort  Cornelis,  together  with  the 
valour  of  the  army,  he  attributed  the 
salvation  of  tlie  whole  force.  On  this 
ground  he  would  give  his  negative  to  the 
vote  of  thanks  to  lord  Minto,  as  decidedly 
as  he  would  with  satisfaction  give  his  affir- 
mative to  the  other  votes. 

Mr.  Grant,  after  the  discussion  that  had 
already  taken  place,  would  not  occupy 
much  of  the  time  of  the  House,^  and  the 
more-  so  as  there  had  been  expressed  no 
difierence  of  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
mffiivy  mint  of  the  expeditions  in  ques- 


tion. Bat  since  the  subject  had  been 
started,  he  felt  bimself  bound  to  state  hit ' 
reasons  for  considei^ing  lord  Minto  m 
justly  entitled  to  their  thanks.  He  than 
entered  into  a  defence  of  lord  Minto'a 
conduct  on  those  points  wherein  he  had 
been  attacked.  He  justified  his  leaviirg 
his  government,  by  the  greatness  of  the 
occasion,  and  the  example  of  many  former 
governors,  who,  according  to  the  system 
pursued  in  that  quarter,  were  frequently  in 
the  habit  of  |;oing  out  of  their  jurisdiction 
lor  far  less  important  purposes.  As  for 
his  lordship's  voyage  being  connected 
with  a  controlling  superintend ance  over 
the  military,  no  candid  man  could  enter- 
tain the  idea ;  and  as  no  injury  or  incon* 
venienee  had  arisen  from  his  absence,  he 
ought,  so  far  from  being  blamed,  to  be 
highly  commended  for  his  anxiety  to  be 
on  the  spot  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
most  beneficial  arrangements  for  his  coun- 
try and  the  East  India  Company.  For 
his  part,  he  had  not  heard  any  thing  of 
what  the  hon.  baronet  had  asserted  with 
regard  to  the  manumission  of  the  slaves ; 
and  would  only  observe,  that  first  re- 
ports of  that  sort  were  generally  very 
inaccurate  and  imperfect,  and  the  repeti- 
tton  of  them  ought  not  to  be  lightly 
hazarded. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  thought  the  House  ought 
not  to  come  to  this  resolution  till  they  had 
further  documents  on  the  subject,  as,  at  - 
present,  they  saw  nothing  to  justify  lord 
Minto  for  going  out  of  his  government.  The 
hon.  ex- director  who  spoke  last  on  this  oc- 
casion seemed  willing  to  set  aside  a  very 
good  role  observed  in  another  place,  name- 
ly, never  to  vote  thanks  or  a  pension  for  set- 
vices  in  India,  till  the  party  returned,  and 
his  whole  conduct  had  gone  under  review 
and  consideration;  In  his  opinion,  lord 
Minto  had  enough  to  do  at  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment, and  his  absenting  himself  was 
extremely  censurable.  Neither  could  any 
thing  be  more  improper  than  for  a  civil 
officer  to  go  as  a  check  with  a  military 
force  ;  as  an  example  of  which,  he  had 
heard  that  if  it  had  depended  on  lord 
Minto's  opinion,  the  expedition  would 
have  been  abandoned  altogether  onnhe 
eve  of  its  accomplishment.  He  would 
therefore  give  his  vote  against  the  motioil.. 

Mr.  Rose  professed  his  decided  convic* 
tion  that  lord  Minto  had  justly  earned  the 
thanks  of  the  House,  by  the  skilfiCii  and 
judicious  plans  which  he  had  directed  to 
be  put  in  execution.  In  quitting  hi«  go- 
venunent,  it  was  impossible  that  he  could 
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baTe  been  actuated  by  any  other  motives 
than  what  were  connected  with  the  pablic 
gooil  and  with  hit  pablic  daty»  namely,  as 
governor  general. 

Mr.  Framaiuk  agreed  with  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  who  spoke  last>  as  to  the  mo- 
tires  by  which  it  'was  evident  lord  Mtnto 
must  have  been  influenced  in  his  tempo- 
rary departure  from  the  seat  of  goTem- 
ment  He  thought,  also,  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  who  opposed  the  motion, 
should  have  proved  that  during  lord  Min* 
to's  absence,  any  rbk  to  the  civil  govern- 
ment was  incurred,  or  that  any  injury  was 
actually  sustained.  This,  however,  he 
believ^  could  not  be  done.  He  regretted 
also,  that  it  should  have  occurred  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  to  compare  his  su- 
perintendance  of  the  military  expedition 
to  Java,  to  the  controul  exercised  bv  a 
deputy  of  the  French  directory.  With 
regard  to  that  responsibility  which  every 
commander  ought  occasionally  to  assume 
to  himself,  in  defiance  of  the  strict  line 
marked  out  fbr  him  by  the  ^vernment  at 
home,  he  thought  it  the  prime  feature  of 
a  British  commander,  and  it  was  such  a 
responsibility  that  lord  Nelson  took  upon 
himself  when  he  quitted  hb  station  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  proceeded  to  the 
West  Indies  in  quest  of  the  French  fleet. 
Under  all  the  circumstances,  therefore,  he 
could  not  reconcile  to  himself  to  give  a 
silent  vote  in  favour  of  a  man  who  had  de- 
served so  well  of  his  country ;  of  a  man 
who  had  incurred  every  risk  of  responsibi- 
lity which  success  might  justify,  but 
.which,  had  he  failed,  would  only  have 
subjected  him,  perhaps,  to  ignommy  and 
censure.— As  to  the  statemenu  of  the  hon. 
baronet,  he  himself  had  seen  private  com- 
munications of  a  very  different  tendency. 
While,  however,  he  was  in  favour  of  the 
motion,  he  could  not  refrain  from  saying 
a  few  words  as  to  the  policy  of  the  cap- 
ture ;  and  here,  he  was  afraid,  it  might  be 
justly  said,  that  if  we  were  to  send  British 
troops  to  keep  it,  we  had  gained  a  loss. 
We  had  not  the  means  of  sending  out 
troops  to  garrison  the  country ;  and  ought 
rather  to  communicate  freedom  and  com- 
merce to  the  natives,  for  the  purpose  of 
rendering  them  independent  of  every  Eu- 
ropean power. 

Mr.  WhiibTcad  said,  that  he  had  paid 
every  attention  to  the  subject  under  dis- 
cussion which  it  seemed  to  him  to  re- 
quire, and  was  sorry,  therefore,  that  a 
▼ote  of  thanks  should  have  b^en  proposed 
lo  lord  MinUv  for,  however  unwillingly  be 


might  do  it,  he  feh  himself  conscientiously 
bound  to  oppose  the  measure.  He  thought 
the  question  was  not,  whether  lord  Minto 
had  done  certain  services  to  the  country, 
nor  whether  he  had  acted  with  a  certain 
degree  of  judgment  and  vigilance  credita* 
ble  to  himself  and  beneficial  to  the  British 
possessions  in  India;  but  whether  he  had 
performed  such  services,  whether  he  had 
displayed  such  judgment  and  vigilance  as 
might  justly  entitle  him  to  so  high  an 
honour  as  receiving  a  vote  of  thanks  from 
that  House.  Much  had  been  already 
said,  within  those  walls,  of  the  prostitution 
of  votes  of  thanks,  and  if  the  resolution 
then  under  discussion  should  be  passed,  it 
would,  in  his  opinion,  be  another  proof  of 
that  prostitution.  Lord  Minto  might  have 
great  merit  y.  Batavia  might  be  a  posses- 
sion of  great  value  to  this  country ;  but 
what  had  been  done  by  lord  Minto  that 
could  not  have  been  done  without  him  ? 
What  schemes  of  policy  had  he  devised, 
what  measures  of  utilitv  had  he  efiected, 
what  achievements  had  be  performed  that 
could  justify  his  absence  ?  Wu  it  a  cus* 
tomary  procedure  of  that  House  to  pass 
votes  of  thanks  to  those  who  had  planned 
successful  and  important  ezpeoitions  i 
Certainly  not.  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  might  have  planned  many 
which  had  been  gloriously  achieved  ;  but 
did  it  ever  occur  to  that  House  to  vote  him 
their  thanks  ?  He  thought  it  was  estab- 
lishing a  new  and  unnecessary  precedent, 
and  he  regretted  that  the  measure  had 
been  proposed,  as  it  only  tended  to  bring 
lord  Minto^s  name  and  actions  under  a 
discussion  f^om  which  they  could  not  re- 
tire untouched,  even  though  the  resolution 
should  be  ultimately  carried.  The  mar* 
quis  Wellesley,  indeed,  had  been  thanked 
bv  that  House  for  a  noble  and  extensive 
plan  for  expelling  the  French  from  the 
Indian  peninsula  ;  but  he  conceived  there 
was  a  vast  difierence  between  the  two  pro* 
jects.  While,  however,  he  dissented  4om 
the  motion  which  would  convey  the  thanks 
of  that  House  to  lord  Minto,  he  should 
most  willingly  concur  in  every  praise  that 
it  might  be  judged  proper  to  bestow  upon 
sir  S.  Aochmuty,  and  upon  the  offioen 
and  men  serving  under  him. 

Mr.  Secretary  R^fder  began  by  dis- 
claiming any  motives  which  might  arise 
out  of  political  or  private  acquaintance 
with  the  noble  lord  who  was  the  object  of 
the  motion,  in  advocating  the  present  vote 
of  thanks.  He  would  not  go  inte  any 
detail  of  the  circumstancei  oithe  achieve- 
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meat  so  ably  narrated  by  bit  riffht  bon. 
friend,  bat  would  confine  binneU  to  tbe 
Aimple  Question ;  wbicb  was,  wbetber  tbe 
result  of  this  most  important  campaign  did 
ix>t  deserve  tbe  thanks  of  that  House.  The 
conquest  of  tbe  Mauritius  and  tbe  isluid 
of  Java  was  by  far  tbe  most  important  co- 
lonial conquest  made  in  our  £^t  Indian 
history;  not,  perhaps^  so  much  on  ac- 
^unt  of  tbe  territorial  acquisition  thereby 
gained,  but  for  the  protection  which  our 
commerce  in  the  Eastern  seas  would  re- 
ceive from  this  station.  It  was  also  im- 
portant, because  it  struck  the  last  blow  at 
tbe  power  of  France  in  the  Indies^  and  be- 
cause it  deprived  her  of  an  islanc)  which 
was  tbe  depot  of  all  her  annoyances  to  us 
ihere,  and  tbe  rendezvous  of  all  her  pri- 
vateers. It  was  not,  in  his  mind, — what- 
ever tbe  right  bon.  gent,  on  tbe  other  side 
ipight  imagine,— -the  least  important  fea- 
ture in  tbe  merits  of  lord  Minto^  that  be 
went  out  of  bis  way  to  collect  information 
for  tbe  purposes  of  this  conquest,  and  tb^t 
be  superintended  tbe  arrangements  imme- 
diately preparatory  to  it.  Neither  did  he 
think  that  the  praise  of  having  laid  such 
an  admirable  plan  for  so  successful  a  con- 
qnesty  could  be  done  away  by  any  extract 
of  a  private  letter  which  an  bon.  baronet 
bad  thought  proper  t9  produce.  To  say 
that  tbe  information  of  that  private  letter 
was  false,  was  an  awkwafd  expression; 
but  what  guarantee  had  he  for  its  accu- 
racy ?  He  thought  lord  Minto  eminently 
entitled  to  the  distinguished  honour  of  the 
thanks  of  that  House. 

Mr.Mlioi  said,  he  could  not  give  a  silent- 
vote  on  this  occasion,  when  he  heard  a  right 
bon.  gent,  near  him  compare  tbe  conduct 
of  bis  noble  fnend,  lord  Minto,  in  accom- 
panying the  expedition  to  Java,  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  civil  control  which  the  deputies 
of  the  French  Convention  exercised  over 
tbe  generals  in  the  early  perio^  of  tbe 
Revolution.  He  thought  his  noble  friend 
most  eminently  merited  the  vote  of  thanks 
proposed,  as  it  was  evident  that  his  ably- 
conceived  and'  well-digested  plan  had 
wrested  from  France  her  last  and  best 
possession  in  India.  With  respect  to  what 
bad  been  said  of  his  noble  friend's  conduct 
in  Corsica,  he  would  only  say,  that  it 
would  bear  the  strictest  investigation.  He 
should  be  sorry  to  revive  the  controversy 
on  this  subject,  and  particularly  as  his 
noble  friend  was  ever  ready  to  bear  bi^ 
warmest  testimony  to  the  military,  merits 
mod  hieb  character  of  the  gallant  person 
alluded  to. 

(VOL.  XXI.) 


Tbe  qneation  being  put  and  carried, 
Tbe  "Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  then 
moved,  "  That  the  thanks  of  t^is  House 
be  given  to  lieut.  general  tbe  boni.  John 
Abercromby,  for  his  able  and  gallant  con- 
duct and  meritorious  exertions  in  elT^ctiig, 
with  rapidity*  the  entire  conquest  of  tb% 
important  island  of  Mauritius : — ^To  lieut. 
gen.  sir  Samuel  Auchmuty^  for  the  deci- 
sion, skill*  and  energy  manifested  by  him 
in  the  command  of  the  forces  of  bis  Ma* 
jesty  and  of  the  East  India  compupj^  in 
the  late  operations  in  the  island  of  J^va, 
by  which  tbe  honour  of  tbe  British  nat)Mi 
has  been  gloriously  sustained,  and  addK 
tional  lustre  has  been  reflected  on  the  re- 
putation of  the  British  arms  :— To  vice- 
admiral  Albemarle  Bertie,  and  to  rear* 
admiral  the  bon.  Robert  Stopford,  for  their 
cordial  co-operation,  and  tbe  essential 
service  rendered  by  them  in  tbe  late  ope* 
rations  in  the  Eastern  seas:— To*  major- 
generals  Henry  Warde  and  Frederick  Au- 
gustus Wetherall,  and  to  tbe  ^veral  of- 
ficers of  the  army,  both  European  and 
native,  for  their  ^lant  conduct  and  me- 
ritorious exertions  in  the  late  successful 
military  operations  in  the  Eastern  seas  :— 
To  commodores  William  Robt^rt  Brougb- 
ton  and  Josias  Rowley,  and  to  the  several 
capuins  and  officers  of  bis  Majesty's  naval 
forces  employed  in  th^  late  operations  in 
tbe  Eastern  seas,  for  their  skilful,  gallant, 
and  meritorious  exertions  in  the  reduction 
of  tbe  enemy's  settlements  in  that  quarter 
of  the  globe:— That  this  House  doth 
highly  approve  and  acknowledge  the  zeal, 
discipline,  and  bravery,  uniformly  dis- 
played by  the  non-commissioued  officers 
and  private  soldiers,  both  European  and 
native,  employed  against  the  enemy  in 
tbe  several  operations  in  the  Eastern  seas  ; 
and- that  the* same  be  signified  to  them  by 
tbe  commanders  of  the  several  corps,  who 
are  desired  to  thaqk  them  for  their  gallant 
behaviour : — ^That  this  House  doth  highly 
approve  and  acknowledge  the  services  of 
the  seamen  and  royal  marines  serving  on 
board  bis  Majesty's  ships  employed  in 
the  late  operations  in  the  Eastern  seas ; 
and  that  the  same  be  signified  to  them  by 
the  captains  of  tbe  several  ships,  who  are 
desired  lo  thank  the^n  for  their  gallant  ba» 
baviour." 

All  which  were  agreed  to  ntm.  am. 

HOUSB  OF   COMMONS. 

Dietday,  Janucay  1 4*. 
Resolutions    KBLiiTiNU    to  tbb  Dis- 
tilleries.]   Tbe  House  having  reiolved 
(L) 
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itself  into  a  Committee  to  tdce  tntp  coofi- 
deration  the  acu  relating  to  |be  Distil- 
leries, 

The  Chancellor  cf  ikt  Exchequer  rose  for 
the  purpose  of  proposing  certain  Resoln- 
tfons  recommendinff  the  Prohibition  of  all 
Distiilation  from  Gratn  in  Orcat  Briuin, 
for  a  tima  to  be  limited.    He  regretted 
that  the  comparative  failure  of  the  crop 
fbr  the  last  year  had  rendered  it  necessary 
to  resort  to  the  wne  expedient*     The 
principles  upon  which  the  question  rested^ 
nad  already  met  with  such  ample  discus- 
sion in  that  House,  that  he  should  not 
think  it  necessary  to  enter  at  all  into  iu  ab- 
stract meriu^    He  had,  however,  merely 
to  state,  that  as  the  Bevenae  might  suffer 
materially  if  the  duties  resulting;   from 
spirits  distilled  "from  ^rain  were  to  expire 
as  soon  as  the  prohi)>ition  commenced,  it 
had    been    thought  advisable   that   the 
dutiai  should  be  transferred  to  spirits  dis- 
tilled from  sugar.    After  some  further  ob- 
servatloni,  expressive  of  the  neceisity  for 
ilesortlng  to  t))e  restriction,  and  his  regret, 
that  sudh  a  measure  ahoind  be  necessarr^ 
the  ri^ght  hbn.  gentleman  moved  the  fol- 
lowing Resolutions:' 

1.  ^«  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, that  from  and  after  the  1st  of  Feb- 
ruaiy,  1S12,  and  until  the  ^Istof  Dec, 
1612,  no  wortoor  wash  for  distillation  in 
any  part  of  Great  Britain  shall  be  made 
dr  brewed  from  oats,  barley,  or  any  other 
corn  or  grain,  or  from  malt,  flour,  or  bran, 
dr  any  mixture' with  the  same;  nor  shall 
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ported  lolo  Great  Britain,  and  the  dutlei  . 
oh  licences  on  the  content  or  capacity  of 
stills  used  in  Scotland  for  making  low 
wines  or  spirits,  and  also  the  duties  on 
spirits  manufectured  in  England  and 
brought  fVom  thence  into  Scotland,  and  on 
spirits  made  in  Scotland  and  imported  into 
&gland,  and  the  respective  drawbacks  boi 
the  exportation  of  such  spiriu,  shall  b# 

suspended. 

4.  «« That  during  such  suspension,  there 

be  charged  for  every  gallon  of  wort  of 
wash  brewed  or  made  for  extracting  spirits 
in  England,  for  home  consumption,  from 
siigar,  an  excise  duty  of  l#.  8A 

5.  "That  during  such  suspension,  there 
be  charged  for  every  gallon,  English  whi^ 
measure,  of  wort  or  wash,  brewed  or  made 
from  sugar,  fbr  extracting  spiriu  in  the 
lowlands  of  Scotland,  for  consumption  ia 
Scotland,  an  excise  duty  of  8 Jrf. 

6.  "  That  during  such  suspensbn,  there 
be  charged  for  eycry  gallon,  English  wine 
measure  of  spirits,  of  the  strength  of  one 
to  ten  over  hydrometer  proof,  and  so  In 
proportion  for  eyery  higher  or  lower  de- 
gree of  strength,  which  shall  be  made  or 
distilled  in  the  lowlands  of  Scotland,  for 
consumption  in  Scotland,  not  exceeding 
the  number  of  gallons  of  spirits  limited 
and  restricted  to  be  distilled  by  or  from 
each  still,  to  be  paid  over  and  above  the 
duty  on  the  licence  or  content  of  the  still* 
and  the  duty  on  the  wort  or  wash  from 
which  such  spirits  may  be  ma^o  or  distil* 
led,  an  excise  duty  o(5d. 

7.  "  That  during  such  suspension,  there 
be  charged  for  every  gallon,  English-whie 
measure,  of  the  cubical  content  or  capacity 
of  each  and  every  still,  including  theheadi 
and  every  part  thereof,  and  of  any  horn, 
pipe,  tube,  or  other  apparatus  therewith  con- 
nected, under  whatever  natoe  or  denomina^ 
tion  the  same  may  be  called  or  known. 


any  worts  or  wash,  which  shall  have  been 
made  or  brewed  from  oats,  barley,  or  any 
Other  corn  or  grain,  or  from  malt,  flodri  or 
bran,  or  any  other  mixture  with  the  same. 
In  any  part  of  Great  Britain,  be  distilled 
afterthe  15th  of  Feb.  1812. 

2.  ^  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  his  Ma- 
jesty by  proclamation,  at  any  time  after    ^ 

the  ist  of  Ocl^  1812,  if  in  his  royal  discre-    high  as  the  steam  can  ascend,  and  until  the 


ii<m  he  lihall  judge  it  to  be  for  the  benefit 
^md  advantage  of  this  kingdom,  either  to 
terminate  such  prohibition  from  a  time  to 
be  specified,  not  less  than  30  days  fVom 
the  date  of  the  said  proclamation,  or  fur- 
ther to  continue  it  from  the  said  31st  of 
Siec.  until  SO  days  after  the  then  tiext 
tneetmg  of  parliament. 

S.  «*  That  durini^  any  period  in  which 
the  distillation  of  spirits  firom  corner  grain 
in  Great  Britain  shall  be  prohibited,  the 
duties  on  worts  or  wash  ms^de  in  Great 
Briuin  for  extracting  spirits,  and  the 
duties  on  spirits  made  in  Great  Britain, 
attd  on  spirits  made  in  Ireland,  and  bn- 


top  of  the  head  shall  turn  downwards,  and 
form  an  angle  of  43  degrees,  which  shall  be 
used  or  employed  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing or  distilling  low  wines  or  spiriu  firom 
sugar,  in  the  lowlands  of  Scotland,  for 
consumption  in  Scotland,  an  excise  duty 
of  162/. 

8.  "  That  during  such  suspension,  there 
be  charged  for  every  gallon,  English  wine 
measure,  of  wort  or  wash^  brewed  or  made 
from  sugar,  for  extracting  spirite  in  the 
highlands  of  Scotland,  fbr  consumption  ia^ 
the  said  hig^limds,  an  excise  dut^  of  7d. 

9.  ^'  That  during  eoch  suspension,  ther^ 
be  charged  forevery  gi^Uon^  SfigU#h  wit» 
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» of  tpiritt^  of  thetlveiHflh  of  {>m 
to  loo  o#«r  kyiiotmtBf  ptmi^  ond  lo'ift 
proportion  for  any  higher  or  lower  d^ee 
of  ftMBflbi  #lHCb  abidi  bo  mode  or  dit- 
l»Ued  iQ  the  highlands  of  Scoilaod,  for  eoa- 
smaption  to  the  taid  faighlwds^  not  ex- 
oeodiog  the  immber  of  gailoni  of  spiriu 
IimHedy  and  rettricted  to  be  dlatiiled,  by 
or  frooa  oaoh  atiU,  to  bo  paid  over  and 
above  iho  doty  on  the  liceme  or  content 
of  the  ttiH>  and  the  doty  on  tbo  wort  or 
waah  fro*  wbicb  aoeb  ipirit  oaay  bo  made 
or  d«alillod«  an  oscite  doty  of  5d 

10.  *'  Tiukt  during  soob  a  aosponaion^ 
there  bo  ohofgodm  tftfy  gallon,  Eog- 
laih  wine  mmmurtp  of  the  eolMeal  oontont 
or  capacity  of  oatA  and  ovory  ttiU*  inoM- 
mg  the  hewl  a»d  every  port  thereof^  and 
of  aojr  honi»  pipoi  tube,  or  oriier  opparat«i 
tbrro«rith  cooMN^ed,  ooder  wboltvor 
mme  o#  denortbatwii  the  aHAo  way  be 
«atted»  Mr  iMowot,  oa  high  as  «bo  steam  COB 
Mcond.  ottd  omil  the  top  of  tbo  bead  shall 
tans  dowiitrord%  and  for*  a*  angle  of  4^ 
dei^raei/ whieh  sbaU  bo  i»ed  or  employed 
far  iho  porpoae  of  oaakiHg  or  dMAilltiig 
hmmwm,  or  apirils  in  the  higUasdt  of 
Sooilandifor  eonsnmptiaM  in  th^  and  bif  h<- 
Mo^  aa  eaoiso  doty  of  J/«      ^ 

i  L  ^  Thatdoring  saeh  sMpensiooifbcre 
ho  charged  fa#  enory  gaMoa,  £ngliafa  wine 
meaooro,  of  sptritiid'  k  sirMigth  not  ex-* 
oooding  that  of  one  to  ten  over  bydi^mot^ ' 
proofs  and  so ki  proportion  for  aey  hi|^)iri 
dofpoo  of  etrengtb^  maJo  or  djstifUed  trom 
corner  grain  infingJond^  and  iofpoirled  or 
broogbt  from  thence  into  Seoilaod^  an  os> 
ciae4iatyofS«.M. 

12.  "  Tbatdnringaotb  juipona&ooi  there 
te  charged  fbr  every  gaUon/  Ei^sh  Vrine 
iKoaMro^  4>f  spirits  Whioh  shall  bo  fonod  in 
4ho  sMofc,  custody,  or  posaiissioB,  of  any 
distiller  of  ^rtts  in  ScoMand,  for^enporta^ 
liofe  to  Jfa»gland»  of  a  strength  aot  oxoedk 
mag  thal#f  one  to  ten  over  bydfolootor 
|»roo&  mode  or  disltUod  4rom4>orn  or  'gram 
m  Scotland,  and  imported  or  brooght 
6om  ibOftcoittto  £Bg]aid^  a*>eaBciso  doty 

U.  «*  That  dormg  /  eoeh  ampoosioii, 
lhe#e  lie  cbsrgod  for  every  gaUoau  fiagJish 
Wiiw  4nea9aii^  •of  all  soch  spfrits  as  last 
>faresaid»  of  o  greater  strength  than  ihot 
n#  tsio  to  ion  %rer  hydrometer  proof,  and 
;  throe  oer  oemmn  over  and 
Agkh-ot  000  to  teo  ovAr  hy- 
rpp^ianeaciaodoty^f  9«*  ^. 
_,_  _  r  a  fmther  escim  dhity  pcopor^ 
/lianidlo  thedegioe  of  Jtreogthinwhioh 
OHhipifiM  ahaU  oxoeed  tho  said  otasnfth 
of  one  to  ten  over  Dydromoter  proof. 
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14.  ^Thatdortng  s«ehi«ispensioi»,tbiiro 
ba  ehargod  for  ertry  gallon,  Enchsh  wio# 
moawre,  of  epirks,  of  the  strengHi  not  ox» 
coeding  that  of  one  to  ten  over  hydromoler 
proof,  and  so  in  proportion  for  aay  ht|hor 
degrre  of  strength  made  or  diaiilled  in 
England  from  sogar,  and  iaiportod  or 
brofwht  from  thence  into  Scotland,  an  ox«> 
eiseduly  of  at.  5^di 

15.  <' That  daring  such  8aspcosion,the#a 
bo  charged  fof  every  calloh,  Eoadisb  wina 
moamro,  of  splritib  of  a  strength  not  vft^ 
oooding  that  of  one  to  ten  over  hydr^ 
mmor  proof,  made  or  dietUl^d  m  Soottand 
from  rogar,  and  imported  and  brought 
from  thence  Into  England,  an  enoiee  dmy 
of7«.il|d. 

10.  «' That  during  8Qeha«fponsio*#thera 
b4  charged  for  every  gallon,  Ennliih  wino. 
meawre,  of  aU  wmAk  epfrits  as  msl  afor^ 
aaid,  of  a  greater  strength  than  of  one  to 
ton  oirer  hydromet^  proof,  and  not  ox«> 
ceediflg  three  per  centum  over  add  oboro 
the  strength  of  one  to  ton  over  hydreiiirter 
ptoof,  an  exoim  doty  of  ?«.  Up.  and  nlao 
nforthor  enoiae  4nt^  p^efp^rtion^  to  ftbo 
degree  of  stsoogtb  in  which  s«cb  spkits 
shaJi  exceed  the  said  aM^Migth  of  otm  to 
tenovor  hydromeior  proofs 

17. ''  That  during  saoh^«ipenaion»  them 
bo  cherged  upon  aSl  mm,  brandy,  spiriu^ 
aooa  vit8»#  or  strong  waters,  (lixcept  rem 
of  ibe  produce  tt  Iho  Britiab  plantelimia), 
imported  into  Croat  BriAain,  aM  for  whic4 
the  duties  chargeable  theroon  aholl  not 
haae  boon  paid  on  the  141^  of  Janojlry, 
1812,  or  imported  after  that  day,  an  ad- 
ditionol  duty  of  12/.  lOt.por  eontom  npon 
the  produce  and  amount  of  tbo  sovorai 
duties  of  extisa  knpoeed  for  or  in  respect 
•hereof,  by  any  act  or  nets  of  parKmbont 
now  in  force." 

Mr.  PonMonby  did  not  risO  to  object  to 
the  Koeelotiooi,  but  to  c^oplnin  of  the 
change  that  had  been  wrought  in  the  «k>n» 
stitufian  of  the  country,  by  the  us^^  that 
had  sileDiJy  grown  up  amongst  the  people^ 
of  looking  for  the  reliof  of 'the  respective 
grievances  of  diflerant  trades  and  interest^ 
to  the  executive  government,  and  not  to 
the  eonalilunonal  source  of  app^  and  r^ 
dress,  tbe  parliamenu  He  did  not  wish 
to  impute  any  Jblame  to  the  right  hon. 
gent,  for  the  course  he  bad  pursued  ;  bat 
he  regrettefd  that  a  practice  had  been  si- 
lently growing  up,  which  doomed  to  have 
render^  such  a  course  of  proceeding  in 
jomenmasnreexcueable.  The  government, 
however,  iiad  no  reason  for  not  actinia  de» 
cisi^ly  ^  for  ainoo  inly  laat  tlie  Kjng'a 
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physicians  entertained  no  expectdtiohs  of 
hh  Majesty's  recovery  ;  therefore  minis- 
ters might  have  acted  as  decisively  and  as 
promptly  as  the  occasion  and  the  interests 
of  the  parties  required,  if  the  agricultural 
and  colonial  interestJs  were  so  far  involved 
as^  to  call  for  immediate  and  effectual  re- 
lief. He  did  not  see  why  ministers  should 
not  have  seen  in  that  circumstance  a  suf- 
ficient reason/  for  assembling  parliament. 
He  meant  no  particular  imputation  upon 
the  right  hon.  gent.,  but  he  r^greUed  that 
departure  from  the  sound  political  maxims 
and  conduct  of  their  ancestors,  which  made 
parliament,  and  parliament-  alone,  the 
great  resort  to  the  people  for  all  species 
of  redress  which  did  not  c^e  within  the 
laws  of  the  country.  In  parliament  all  in- 
terests were  ^represented,  and  in  parlia- 
ment were  at  all  times  to  be  found  per- 
sons the  best  informed  upon  the  several 
subjects  upon  which  redress  could  be 
•otjeht  for.  * 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  compli- 
mented the  right  hon.  gent,  on  the  candid 
manner  in  which  he  had  made  his  obser- 
▼attons;  at  the  same  time  he  could  not 
admit  the  existence  of  what  had  been 
(Called  the  growing  practice  of  those  with- 
out doors.  When  parliament  was  not 
sitting,  the  parties  interested  could  only 
apply  to  the  executive ;  and  eren  if  par- 
liament had  then^been  sitting,  the  prohi- 
bition could  not  have  been  earlier  than  it 
was  now  to  be. 

The  Resolutions  were  then  agreed  to. 

Stateop Ireland.  1  Mr.  Pomonby  gave 
BOtice,  on  the  part  of  a  noble  friend  then 
absent  (lord  G.  Cavendish),  that  that  noble 
lord  would,  on  Monday  se'nnight,  submit 
to  the  House  a  motion  respecting  the  pre- 
terit State  of  Ireland. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  wished 
to  know  if  the  right  hon.  gent,  would  have 
any  objection  to  state  more  specifically 
the  object  of  the  noble  lord's  motion. 

Mr.  Ponsonhy  replied,  that  the  motion  of 
his  noble  friend  would  relate  to  the  pre- 
sent State  of  Ireland  generally,  and  tnore 
particularly  to  the  existing»state  of  the 
Catholic  population  of  that  country. 


"Oie  iBn^$  HiMKhold. 


\im 
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Thursday,  January  l6. 

The  KiNd's  Household.]    The  House 

baying  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 

the  whole  House/  to  consider  of  so  much 

of  the  Speech  of  the  Lords  Commissioners 


to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,'  of  the  7th 
instant,  as  relates  to  his  Majesty's  Hoose- 
hol(i. 

The  Chancellor  nf  the  ExcKeqfier  said,  that 
in  rising  to  submit  to  the  Committee  those 
measures,  which,  under  existing  circum* 
stances,  it  might  be  proper  for  them  to 
adopt,  he  felt  it  to  be  impossible  to  aroid 
adverting  to  what  had  been  the  course 
pursued  in  the  last  session  of  parliament. 
In  doing  this,  it  was  not  his  wish'  to  revive 
those  controversies  which  had  then  tafeen 
place,  but  to  take  a  proper  view  of  what 
was  the  present  state  of  the  gfeat  object 
of  their  deliberatfons,  as  compared  with 
what  it  was  at  the  former  period.  The 
House  must  feel  with  great  regret  the  dif- 
ference between  the  situation  in  which 
they  were  placed  at  present  and  that  in 
which  they  had  formerly  stood.  When 
last  the  subject  came  under  their  consi- 
deration, they  could  not  but  recollect  how 
sanguine  were  their  expectations  of  hit 
Majesty's  speedy  recovery,  and  they  matt 
necessarily  bear  in  mind  what  now  was 
the  prospect  before  them.  Then,  they 
had  reason  to  hope  that  before  any  great 
length  of  time  had  elapsed,  the  Sovereign 
would  be  enabled  to  resume  his  kingly 
functions;  but  now,  unfortunatefy,  the 
prospect  was  very  much  darkened.  Iih 
stead  of  having  before  them  statenentt 
from  the  attendant  physicians,  declaring 
there  was  a  great  probability  of  his  ref 
covery,  they  had  it  now,  on  the  authority 
pf  the  iTame  persons,  that  recovery  was 
very  improbable,  although  not  altogetlier 
hopeless.  It  was  impossible  not  to  see 
that  difierent  circumstances  must  ■  tall 
forth  different  measures.  The  coarse  of 
human  action  must  necessarily  be  suided 
by  events.  It  was  not  for  men  to  Foresee 
what  would  actually  occur,  and  their  best 
plans  could  only  be  formed  to  meet  that 
which  could  rational ly  be  expected .  For- 
merly, when  recovery  was  probable,  it 
was  their  duty  primarily  to  look  to  the 
restoration  of  his  Majesty  to  health,  and  to 
the  exercise  of  the  sovereign  aiithority, 
but,  at  the  same  time,  to  guard  against 
any  inconvenience  that  might  arise  from 
the  temporary  suspension  of  the  kingly 
functions  :  now,  when  recovery  was  stated 
to  be  highly  improbable,  it  was  for  them 
to  look  primarily  to  the  improbability  of 
his  Majesty's  resuming  tne  sovereign 
power,  not  leaving  out  of  sight  that  it  waa 
possible  he  might  yet  recover.  Formerly* 
they  were  called  upon  to  make  an  ai^ 
rangemeot  which  it  wjis  probable  cirenuH 
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st&nces  would  on]y  rmider  necessafy  ftr  a 
short  period ;  now,  it  was  expedient  to 
jTorm  one  which  might  be  expected  to  be 
permanent.  The  state  of,  his  Majesty's 
bealth,  at  present^  was  represented  to  be 
such,  that  recovery  was  Tery  improbable, 
though  not  altogether  hopeless.  The  phy- 
sician who  was  most  sanguine,  he  meant 
Dr.  Simmons,  had  stated,  that  in  younger 
cases  about  half  the  number  afflicted 
usually  recovered ;  but  in  cases  of  persons 
who  were  more  than  seyenty  years  of 
affe,  the  recoveries  were  but  as  one  in  five, 
lie  bad,  h^pverer,  added,  that  in  the  case 
of  the  King,  from  the  singular  strength  of 
bis  Majesty's  constitution,  he  should  rather 
class  him  with  those  who  were  but  of 
sixty,  than  with  those  who  were  seren^ 
yeara  of  age.  It  was,  therefore,  their 
duty,  under  all  the  melancholy  circum- 
stances of  tht  case,  to  consider  that  as  one 
ia  five  of  those  who  were  so  afflicted  when 
more  than  seTeoty  years  of  age  recovered, 
they  were  not  to  consider  his  Majestv^B 
recovery  as  more  hopeless  than  in  that 
proportion,  even  if  the  extraordinary 
'strength  of  his  constitution  furnished  no 
addititmal  ground  for  hope. 

Bearing  these  considerations  in  mind, 
the  right  hon.  gent,  said  he  should  now  pro- 
ceed to  lay  before  the  Committee  what  he 
conceived  to  be  the  principal  objects  which 
they  bad  to  kcfep  m  view.  In  the  first 
instance,  the  exercise  of  the  royal  autho- 
rity being  suspended  in  the  person  of  the 
King,  it  had  been  necessary  for  them  to 
consider  in  what  manner  it  snould  be  sup- 
plied ;  and  in  the  next  place,  they  were 
to  take  into  their  consideration  the  nature 
of  the  provision  which  it  ^ould  be  neces- 
sary to  make  for  the  maintenance  and 
comfort  of  the  King  during  his  illness. 
With  respect  to  the  firstjt  a  provision  had 
already  been  made  for  supplying  the  exe- 
cutive power,  which  gave  to  the  Prince 
Begent  the  full  powers  of  royalty  at  the 
expiration  of  six  weeks  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session;  so  that, 
as  the  law  now  stood,  by  about  the  18th 
of  February,  all  the  authority,  as  well  as 
all  the  duties  of  ^he  sovereign,  would  de- 
volve on  him ;  and,  unless  some  provision 
were  made  for  his  Majesty's  Household, 
the  Civil  List  also.  If  nothing  were  done 
by  Parliament,  the  executive  power  would 
be  complete ;  but  there  would  be  no  ar- 
rangement for  the  maintenance  and  per- 
sonal dignity  and  comfort  of  his  Majesty. 
The  House  had  had  in  their  view,  in  the 
lait  soiaioii  of  Parliameaty  the  nevesrity  of 
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making  such  an  arrangement,  and  there* 
fore  provided  tlimt  the  restrictions  on  the 
Regent  should  continue  tiH  six  weeks  afier 
Parliament  had  met,  in  order  to  give  them 
an  opportunity  of  considering  of  what 
they  were  now  called  upon  to  consider, 
namely,  of  making  a  provision  suitable  to 
maintain  the  dignity,  and  supply  the  com- 
forts which  were  necessary  to  bis  Majesty's 
present  situation.  On  this  subject,  two 
considerations  naturally  sugeested  them- 
selves ;  the  first  was,  from  what  fund,  and 
from  what  source,  were  the  provision  and 
attoidants  to  be  drawn  ?  The  second  was, 
as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  provi- 
sion to  be  made?  With  respect  to  the 
first,  he  thought  he  need  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  that  his  Majesty's  preseibt 
Civil  List,  and  his  present  officers  and  ser- 
vants, ought  to  constitute  the  fund  and  the 
source  from  which  the  necessary  provi- 
sions and  attemdants  should  be  taken.  It 
was  not  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things, 
when  making  a  provision  for  an  individual 
in  his  Majesty's  present  situation,  to  draw 
it  from  any  other  source  than  that  which 
might  be  considered  as  peculiarly  his  ownw 
In  making  the  arrangement  which  he 
should  have  the  honour  to  propose,  it  was 
the  doty  of  the  Committee  to  look  not 
only  to  the  probisbility  or  improbability 
of  his  Majesty's  recovery,  but  to  have  in 
their  contemplation  another  event,  which 
was  perhaps  more  likely  and  more  proba- 
ble than  his  ultimate  recovery.  That 
event  was  a  partial  recovery,  which, 
though  not  such  as  to  fit  his  Majesty  for 
resuming  the  reins  of  government,  might 
yet  affl>rd  him  the  means  of  tasting  mo^e 
comfort  and  enjoyment  than  he  couhi 
participate  in  at  present ;  a  state  in  which 
he  might  be  so  far  restored  to  reason,  as 
to  be  sensible  of  what  he  was,  and  what 
he  is.  In  the  event  of  his  so  far  awaking 
to  a  sense  of  his  situation,  it  was  natural 
to  suppose  that  his  feelings  would  be  less 
hurt  to  find,  not  merely  the  same  indivi* 
duals  about  him  who  had  formerly  at- 
tended him^  but  the  same  officers  he  had 
been  used  to,  than  to  find  every  thing 
changed,  and  himself  ^ittended  by  new 
officers,  of  whose  names  and  of  whose 
business  he  had  previously  no  knowledge. 
The  Committee  would  feel,  that,  in  agree- 
ing to  any  arrangement  that  might  be 
proposed,  it  was  their  duty  net  to  deny 
any  thing  that  ^  was  necessary  or -de- 
sirable, but  at  the  same'  time  to  be  anxi- 
ous, to  pay  proper  attention  to  economy, 
and  to  make  the  arrangemeat  aa  littla 
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bturdieiiMBie  to  tbe  puMic  ••  ^oitihUb  Ii 
WM  pot,  bowevar,  possible,  ftMf  aajr  00% 
who  took  n  vi«w  of  the  tiib^eeW  ^o  tbisic 
that  the  double  eateUishoieot  neoeciary 
to  maintain  a  Regent  and  a  Kinf*  cooUi 
be  conducted  at  as  little  expencf  as  the 
estabJishmeBt  of  a  King  alone.  Some  ad- 
ditional provision,  it  would  be  seen,  was 
necessary,  and  if  a  suitable  and  satisfactory 
arrangement  could  be  made,  which  would 
not  occasion  an  additional  expeooe  of  mere 
than  lOjOOOL  per  annum,  he  trusted  the 
eppropriatioB  of  such  a  sum  to  that  pur* 
pose  would  not  appear  by  any  meuns  an 
extravagant  or  iii4>rudeRt  arrangement. 
This  increased  expenditure,  he  proposed, 
should  be  met  by  aa  addition  to  the  CivQ 
list  revenue  of  70|00(y. 

If  he  was  right  in  thinking  that  the  pre* 
sent  Household  of  his  Mi^jesty  was  that  te 
which  the  Committee  ought  to  look  te 
•apply  bis  Ms|iesty's  AMure  senraats^  he 
should  propose  to  take  from  it  the  highest 
officer,  namely,  the  Lord  Stewards  whese 
^ee  had  several  duties  bekM^ing  te  it 
connected  with  the  person  who  eater- 
died  the  royal  authority.  The  same,  or 
nearly  the  same  obaervatioa,  would  apply 
to  thie  office  of  Lord  Chamberlain,  who 
had  also  important  duties  to  attend  to;  It 
did  seem  necessary  to  pass  over  those  two 
officers ;  and  in  the  room  of  the  first,  be 
had  to  propose,  that  the  irst  Gentleman 
of  the  Bed  Chambar,  commonly  called 
Groom  of  the  Stele,  should  be  substftated. 
This  officer,  he  thought,  might  properly 
be  placed  at  the  bead  of  the  Household 
attendant  on  his  Majesty.  It  was  obvieue 
the  officer  so  selected  would  of  necessity 
have  new  duties  to  perform,  as  he  should 
propose  that  the  power  of  superintending 
the  whole  establishment  should  be  veeled 
in  him.  It  was  not,  however,  possible  to 
suppoea  this  officer  could  always  be  on 
the  spot;  be  therefore  thought  it  would 
he  necessary  to  appoint  e  deputy  for  him. 
To  fill  this  office  he  ahould  propose  that 
another  individual  of  known  name  and  rank, 
namely,  the  Vice  Chambeilain,  should  be 
aelected.  Some  of  the  Lords  and  Grooms 
of  the  Bed-chamber,  it  would  be  ejEpected, 
should  still  be  continued  about  bis  Ma- 
jesty. Four  of  each  he  thought  wouM  be 
sufficient  amply  te  perform  all  tbe  neces- 
eary  duties,  yet  not  too  mdmy  for  that 
Duqpose.  He  should  therefore  propose 
^  Jtfajesty's  that  these  should  be  selected 
from  hb  present  hoHsAK>y.  A  Master 
of  the  Robe%  he  thouoht,  and  seven 
Of  eight  Sfuernes,  shottd  also  he  uo»* 
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tinued.  In  thit  wuy,  be  Oieughl  tberu 
would  be  a  sufficient  number  of  j^rsona  is 
attendance  on  his  MMetly  at  Windsor,  ot 
wherevar  else  her  Mujesty  should  pleatn 
to  dJreel.  There  was  also  a  perion»  per* 
feotly  well  known,  who  had  acted  as  Pri* 
vate  Secretary  to  his  Majeity,  whem  il 
would  doubtless  be  thought  proper  to  re* 
tain,  and  who  would  now  act  in  the  capa* 
city  of  Private  Secretary  to  her  Majesty* 
He  trusted  it  would  he  generally  admitted 
to  be  right,  that  the  fwrtion  of  the  royal 
Household  which  he  had  above  speoified^ 
should  be  entrusted  to  thesuperintendantt 
of  the  same  authority  us  that  to  which  the 
custody  of  his  Ali^i^ty's  person  was  eotH 
fidedby  Parliament)  or»  in  ether  werdiw 
that  the  whole  of  itshouAd  be  placed  nadcr 
the  controul  of  the  Queen.  From  thW  it 
would  foUow,  thitt  ell  thoio  officen  of  thia 

Kef  the  Household,  whom  his  Mi^esly 
bomi  in  the  praotioe  of  appoiotinf, 
shonhl,  when  the  proposed  estnblislMnent 
Wat  cmried  into  effect,  be  timvenlier  di» 
rectly  appointed  by  the  <toeen ;  and  that 
the  hiHMrior  offioert  of  the  Household, 
should  receive  their  appoitttmenu  in  ih# 
same  way  as  had  been  castomary  in  tiMee 
past 

With  regard  to  the  mode  of  providing 
for  the  expenees  of  this  establishment  he 
thoaght  it  would  be  bettor  to  take  annually 
a  aum  out  of  tbe  Civil  List  revenue,  equal 
to  the  estimated  charges  of  the  Household. 
If  the  charges  should  turn  out  mo«ie  than 
the  estimaie,  then  application  should  he 
made  to  the  Treasury  for  defrayiitg  thia 
expenoe,  who  again  should  anbmit  the 
sum  to  Pteliament,  to  he  voted  for  out  of 
tbe  supplies  ^  the  year.  If  any  surplne 
should  remain  after  defraying  all  the 
charges  of  the  Household,  then  pretiaian 
thottid  he.made  that  this  surplus  he  paM 
into  the  Treaaory.  He  had  na#  to  sinK 
that  acoerdio^  to  th«  estimate  which  had 
been  made,  the  annual  sum  of  l0a<K)Ql. 
would  he  aufficient  to  discharge  all  the 
disbursements  which  his  Itfaieaty's  Hanse- 
bald  would  require,  including  also  the 
aakffies  nf  the  fariaus  oficem  whotf  ha 
had  annmeratod.  This  eatiwato  wns 
founded  on  the  eapcaditure  at  Wiadaai^, 
during  the  y«ar  ending  the  Mi  of  My, 
1 6 1 J ,  and  wonld  folly  caver  any  addctiomd 
emnenditufo  that  niaht  arise  Iran  th«  a^ 
pomtmant  of  any  of  the  officers  Jie  faM 
mentioned  ^  as  it  was  to  ha  cesMidersd,  > 
that  there  would  not^  m  future,  be  any 
reason  for  keening  up  the  saiM«uafbar  it 
aam  hwmw^  m  bslonfad  la  thn 
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eitsblithmeiit  at  Windkor  \mi  year.  In- 
deed, it  would  be  perfectly  eztrarrngtiit  to 
nnke  any  Mch  idpposkioa;  and  as  the 
fHieleof  the  charg^  last  Tear  at  Windsor^ 
fltinoonted  to  aboat  108,000<.  he  was  jiisti« 
fied  in  taking  160,000/.  the  sum  he  had 
formerly  stated^  as  being  sufficient  te  cover 
the  expences  of  the  establishment,  tndod- 
iag  the  iahiries  to  the  officers.  In  this 
way,  ample  means  would  be  provided  for 
supporting  the  dignity  and  comfort  which 
should  surround  his  Maiest3r's  person,  and 
due  checks  would  he  formed  against  any 
unnocessary  expenditure. 

The  next  particular  to  which  he  con- 
ceived it  his  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee,  was  an  arrangement  for  the 
sitoation  of  her  Majesty,  the  Ooeen.  It 
ceuld  not  be  expected  that  she  should  con* 
tinoe  (as  she  had  hitherto  done  in  so  ex- 
emplary a  manner)  stationary  ;  and  it 
could  not  foie  doubted,  that  if  for  her  health 
•r  amusement  she  should  find  it  necessary 
to  remove  to  any  other  part,  a  greater  ex- 
pence  must  be  incurred,  to  meet  which 
some  'increased  provision  eught  to  be 
made.  ThJ9  increase  to  the  establishment 
of  the  Queen  under  all  the  circumstances, 
he  was  of  opinion,  ought  to  be  permanent, 
and  not  for  a  few  months ;  and  therefore 
he  should  propose,  that  an  annual  addition 
of  tO,O00f.  to  her  Majesty's  income  should 
be  paid  out  of  the  Civil  List  This  would 
enable  her  Majesty  to  meet  those  expences 
which  most  inevitably  be  attached  to  her 
situation,  under  the  proposed  arrangemem 
ff  bis  Majesty's  Household. 

The  next  thing  to  which  he  would 
dhrect  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  was 
to  the*Pensioo8  and  Allowances  which  his 
Majesty  used  permanently  to  bestow  on 
the  objects  of  his  bounty.  Those  charges 
were  always  and  very  properly  taken  out 
of  the  privy  purse  ;  ana  as  the  Committee 
would  certainly  think  it  necessary  to  con« 
Aine  those  grants,  he  imagined  that  there. 
Iras  no  necessity  for  making  any  dl6f^- 
rence  with  regard  to  the  fond  ootof  which 
they  should  be  satisfied.  It  was  right, 
however,  that  some  audit  should  be  estab- 
Kshed  with  respect  to  those  accounts  \  and 
for  that  purpose  he  would  submit,  that 
they  should  undergo  a  scrutiny  in  a  Cora- 
loitiee  of  expenditure,  such  as  was  esta- 
bHriied  last  ^ear.  This  was  the  only 
charge  attached  to  his  Majesty's  privv 
puTBe,  but  there  might  be  others  which 
would  bo  very  properly  referable  to  the 
siine  account.  With  regard  to  fai^  Ma- 
jesty's privatrpiroperty,'  it  might  perhaps 


be  thought  reasonable,  that  the  exptnoat 
incurred  for  medical-  essiatartee  should  he 
satisfied  out  of  that  fend  ;  bet  he  had  te 
inform  the  House,  that  the  slate  of  the  re- 
venue of  the  duchy  of  Lancaater  was 
such,  as  that  the  excess  of  it,  which  was 
about'  30  or  40,0001.  might  be  applicaMe 
to  heads  of  expenee  of  that  deacriptioo. 
With  respect  to  the  ammgemant  of  bia 
Majesty's  private  property,  three  com- 
missioners  would  be  established  for  that 
purpoae ;  one  of  whom  ought  to  be,  for 
every  reason,  a  Master  in  Chancery,  and 
the  other  two  should  be  appointed  by  the 
Queen  and  the  Prince  Regent.  These 
commissioners  should  act.  under  an  oath, 
and  an  oath  of  secrecy ;  and  to  them,  per* 
haps,  it  would  be  wise  to  refer  the  smalt 
pensions  and  allowances  which  he  before 
said  ought  to  be  subjected  to  an  audit. 
He  had  now  nearly  stated  all  that  was  no- 
cessery  with  fespect  to  the  estiMisfanienta 
for  the  King  and  Queen ;  and  It  was 
shortly ,  that  100,000/.  should  be  taken 
firom  the  civil  list,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
fraying the  expences  of  the  establishment ; 
and  that,  in  addition,  but  70,000/.  includ- 
ing the  10,000/.  to  her  Majesty,  was  to  b^ 
provided  for  b^  the  public. 

Hef  now  arrived  at  the  consideration  of 
the  situation  in  which  his  royal  highnesi 
the  Prince  Regent  would  ho  placed,  hav- 
ing the  Civil  List  returned  to  him  100,000/. 
a  year  less  than  had  been  allowed  to  his 
Majesty.  The  most  eaiy  way  to  enable 
him  to  possess  it  to  the  same  extent,  would 
be  to  vote  at  once  l00,000l»  out  of  the 
eonaolidated  fond,  and  extinguish  his  es* 
chequer  revenue.  It  was  natural,  how- 
ever, to  suppose,  that  the  Prince  had  oo« 
derstood  the  income  arising  to  him  out  of 
the  Exchequer  should  be  continued  tohin 
til]  he  came  into  the  possession  of  the 
monarchy  itself.  It  therefore  wouki  not 
be  foir  to  him,  or  to  those  who  might  have 
claims  on  this  revenue,  to  difturb  that 
supply  ;  end  consequently,  the  sum  wani* 
ed  ought  to  be  taken  from  some  othor 
quarter.  The  Committee  might  thiiA  it 
better  to  leave  that  revenuib,  which  they 
knew  amounted  to  120,000/.  subject  at 
present  to  a  deduction  of  12,000/1  per  tm- 
num  for  the  income  lax  (which  weuM 
now  cease),  at  the  disposal  of  the  Prince, 
and  that  it  might  be  un|ust  te  take  firom 
him  th^  means  of  satbfyiiig  the  claims  en 
him.  He  would  however  propose,  that  of 
his  Exchequer  income,  50,0001.  should 
be  tranfi^ed  to  the  Crail  List,  instead  of 
being  paid  fo  him,  which  would  leave  of 
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Ibfttfbild  70,0002.  untouched.  It  was  t^  be 
.  presumed  that  the  Household  expences  of 
the  Regent*  from  the  circumstance  of  his 
fiimily  being  so  much  smaller  than  that  of 
his  Majesty,  would  not  be  so  great.  In 
taking  therefore  100>000/.  from  the  ciril 
list  for  the  purpose  before  stated,  and  add- 
ing to  it  from  the  Exchequer  the  sum  of 
s'ofiOOL  a  diminution  of  50,000/.  would 
remain>.  which  it  was  thought  might  be 
dispensed  with  on  account  of  the  Prince's 
smaller  family,  and  conMrquently  smaller 
expenditure.  It  would  be  an  act  of  in- 
justice, he  must  observe,  if  they  were  to 
transfer  the  CiTil  List  to  the  Prince,  as 
being  solrent,  to  defray  the  expences  of 
his  Majesty,  when  it  was  notorious  that 
this  was  not  the  fiM:t.  In  order  to  fully 
explain  this,  he  had  moved  for  the  esti« 
mated  charges  on  ^e  CiTil  List  Revenues, 
as  they  were  laid  before  the  House  in 
1804,  together  with  the  actual  charges  of 
each  subsequent  year.  From  these  ac* 
counts  it  would  be  seen  that  in  the  year 
immediately  following,  namely,  in  1805, 
the  excess  beyond  the  estranate  was 
120,378f.  and  in  the  subsequent  years  up 
to  the  present  time,  as  follows  : 

In  1806... ^.163,636 

1807;. .» 138,406 

1808 » 89,238 

1809 193,142 

1810... > 143,894 

1811 * 110)010 

The  average,  it  would  be  seen,  might  be 
taken  at  123  or  124,000/.  annually.  The 
Committee  were  aware  how  this  excess 
had  been  met,  that  it  had  been  paid,  not 
out  of  the  public  retenue,  but  out  of  the 
funds  arising  from  the  excess  of  the  Scotch 
Civil  List,  and  the  Admiralty  Droits.  The 
Committee  would  feel  it  improper  to  ap- 
ply to  thfC  public  to  pay  this  excess  as  long 
as  there  were  other  funds  to  meet  it,  but  it 
was  necessary  in  the  event  of  any  increase 
of  the  excess  to  give  parliament  the 
earliest  notice  of  it.  It  might  have  been 
expected/  that  when  it  was  found  the  ar- 
rangements made  in  1804  were  insufficient 
to  meet  the  charges  of  the  Civil  List,  that 
some  notice  would  have  been  taken  of  it ; 
but  no  formal  notice  had  been  taken  of 
it  from  that  time  to  the  present.  He 
would  propose  that,  as  long  as,  by  means 
of  unappropriated  funds,  the  annual  ave- 
rage excess  of  23  or  24,000/.  could  be 
met,  it  should  be  defrayed  by  no  other ; 
but  if  it  should  increase  so  as  to  exceed  its 
present  average  ,by  10>000/.  that  should 
be  deemed  sufficient'  to  bring  the  subject 
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before  parliament  to  meet  their  animad- 
veraiops,  if  they  should  be  deserved. 

He  was  afraid  that  his  statement  would, 
not  be  clearly  understood  by  many  ;  but 
with  the  indulgence  of  the  Committee,  he 
would  offer  a  few  words  on  one  other  point. 
He  thought  it  would  be  nothing  but  what 
must  be  felt  to  be  perfectly  reasonable  to 
make  some  provision  for  the  expences 
which  bad  already  been  incurred  by  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent.  Whea 
his  royal  highness  first  assumed  the  royal 
functions,  with  ^anguine  hopes  that  his 
Majesty  would  soon  be  restored  to  his  peo- 
ple, he  had  declined  receiving  any  assts* 
tance  whatever.  It  could  not,  however, 
be  supposed  that  he  could  assume  the  reins 
of  government,  in  the  name  of  his  majesty, 
without  incurring  a  very  considerable  ex- 
pence.  To  meet  this  he  should  therefore 
propose  a  grant  of  the  sum  of  100,000/. 
This  sum>  however,  he  begged  the  Com- 
mittee to  understand,  was  to  be  voted  but 
for  one  year;  because,  though  it  might  be 
necessat-y  for  the  assumption  of  the  royal 
functions,  it  might  not  he  required  for  their 
permanent  exercise.  He  bad  now  stated 
all  that  it  was  necessary  to  bring^  before 
the  Committee.  The  100.000/.  he  bad 
just  mentioned,  would,  he  thought,  be 
deemed  a  very  small  sum  when  tbe  object 
to  which  it  was  to  be  applied  was  conafi- 
dered.  The  70,000/.  to  be  added  to  the 
Civil  List,  was  the  only  permanent  charge 
to  be  made  on  the  Consolidated  Fund; 
sfhd  he  trusted,  the  Committee  would  feel 
that  the  arrangements  necessary  to  be 
made  for  the  splendour  of  the  Regent  and 
the  comforts  of  the  King  could  not  be  ac» 
complished  at  a  less  expence.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  concluded  with  moving, 

1.  "  That  for  making  provision-  for  the 
due  arrangement  of  his  Majesty's  House- 
hold and  for  the  exercise  of  the  royal  au- 
thority during  the  continuance  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Indisposition,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  Queen  to  meet  the  in- 
creased expence  to  which,  in  consequence 
of  such  indisposition,  her  Majesty  may  be 
exposed,  ther^  be  granted  to  his  Majesty, 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  Great  Bri* 
tain,  for  that  period,  the  additional  yearly 
sum  of  70,000/. 

^.  "  That  it  is  expedient  that  provision 
be  made  for  defiraying  the  expences  inci- 
dent to  the  assumption  of  the  personal  ex« 
ercise  of  the  royal  authority  by  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  in  the  name 
and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty." 

Mr.  Fantonty  roie  and  said  :«^ir>  the 
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plan  of  die  rigfalhon.  gent,  appears  lo  me 
to  contaio  more  matter  of  complexity 
tban  has  ever  been  stated  in  parliament, 
and  tiiat,  too,  on  a  sobject  which  might 
have  been  reduced  to  great  simplicity. 
The  first  consideration  is,  what  is  the 
amount  of  the  ezpence  demanded  from 
parliament,  by  the  Chapcelior  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, on  this  occasion ;  and,  secondly, 
what  is  the  ground  and  necessity  for  that 
ezpence  ?  In  considering  the  subject,  I 
must  rererse  the  order  which  he  has  pur- 
laed,  and  apply  myself  to  the  latter  part 
of  his  statement,  in  the  first  instance.  He 
has  there  told  us,  that  the  Ciiril  List  is  not 
adequate  to  meet  those  circumstances,  for 
the  support  of  which  it  is  Toted  by  parlia- 
ment, and  that,  if  we  do  not  enlarge  it,  a 
permanent  expence  must  be  occasioned. 
That  may  be  true ;  but  as  neither  I,  nor 
the  House,  are  aware  of  the  reason  by 
which  this  eflect  is  created,  I  cannot, 
with  propriety,  come  to.  the  conclusion 
drawn  by  the  right  hon*  gent  Before 
parliament  extends  the  amount  of  the 
Ckvil  last,  I  consider  it  but  just  that  proof 
should  be  adduced  to  shew  that  it  is  in« 
sufficient.  The  mere  statement  of  the 
riffht  hon.  gent.,  that  a  deficiency  had 
taiken  place  in  the  Ci?il  List  department,  is 
not  enough  to  authorize  the  House  in 
granting  his  request,  when  he  asks  for  an 
additional  sum.  It  is  the  doty  of  parlia- 
ment to  inquire,  and  know  how  the  excess 
of  expenditure  has  been  occasioned — 
whether  by  negligence  or  extra?agance— » 
and  whether  the  evil  can  be  remedied 
without  application  to  the  legislature? 
In  abort,  it  should  be  made  perfectly  clear, 
that  the  assistance  demanded  is  absolutely 
necessary.  The  right  hon.  ,  gent,  has 
stated  other  branches  of  service  connected 
with  the  Civil  List)  which,  he  thinks,  in 
the  existing  state  of  things,  must  be  in- 
creased; because  the  present  circum- 
stances  will  cause  an  increased  expense. 
I  protest.  Sir,  it  strikes  my  mind,  that  the 
most  simple  and  obTioos  method  to  haTe 
adopted  would  haye  been  to  lay  the  busi- 
ness fully  before  parliament,  and  to  have 
said«  "  You  have  annually  voted  a  certain 
sum  for  the  due  maintenance  of  the  dig- 
nity  of  the  Crown,  and  to  defray  the  ex- 
pence  of  his  Majesty's  government.  ^  By 
the  law,  as  it  exists  at ,  present,  you  have 
made  an  alteration  as  to  the  appropriation 
of.  part  of  the  property  so  voted.  By  the 
expiration  of  the  Restrictions,  the  Civil 
List  is  likely  to  be  tranferred  to  him  who 
acts  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  individoal 
(VOL  XXI.) 


who  wears  the  crown — the  splendour  o# 
the  crown  is  provided  for  by  the  ydte  of 
parliament,  and  the  person  who  wears  it 
should  also  be  considered--gfve,  therefore^ 
to  him  who  exercises  the  royal  functions, 
all  that  has  been  heretofore  considered  ne« 
cessary  for  the  splendour  and  dignity  of 
the  crown,  and  leave  to  the  heir  apparent 
to  decide  on  what  is  proper  for  the  dig- 
nity and  comfort  of  his  Majesty."  t 
think  the  exact  state  of  the  Civil  list 
should  be  laid  before  the  House,  that  we 
may  be  enabled  to  judge  whether  it  is 
more  than  adequate  to  the  expenditoro  of 
the  royal  family  under  the  present  eir* 
cumstances — whether  it  is  only  equal  to 
it,  or  whether  it  falls  short  of  it  If  the 
latter  prove  to  be  the  fact,  I  am  of  opi*. 
nion,  thatsuch  assistance  should  be  granted^ 
as  would  place  the  Prince  Regent  in  as 
good  a  situation,  with  respect  to  that  fund> 
as  was  enjoyed  by  his  Miyesty  when  he 
acted  as  Sovereign  of  the  country.  This 
would  be  a  plain  and  simple  mode  of  pro* 
ceeding.  But  the  taking  a  sum  from  the 
Civil  List,  and  givinff  it  to  the  Prince^^ 
and  then  taking  it  trom  the  Prince  and 

ftving  it  to  tlra  Civil  List— introdncea  a 
egree  of  complexity  into  his  plan,  whtch#  r 
I  am  not  ashamed  to  say,  I  cannot  per* 
fectly  comprehend.  The  rif;ht  hon.  ffent* 
has  said,  that  the  recent  evidence  of  his 
Muesty's  physicians  rendered  it  peca« 
liarly  necessary^  to  appropriate  a  consi- 
^derable  sum  to  the  personal  comfort  and 
d  ignity  of  the  Sovereign.  Whenever  such  ^ 
a  peculiar  necessity  is  made  apparent,  no 
man  will  more  readily  |prant  that  which  Ib 
required  than  I  will ;  ror  no  man  in  the 
House  is  more  firmly  impressed  with  the 
conviction  that  what  |s  proper  should  be  . 
conceded  by  parliament.  But,  I  con&ss* 
I  can  find  notninst  in  the  evidence  of  the 
physicians,  whicn  can  justify  the  ri^ 
hon.  ^nt  in  his  statement.  He  has  said, 
that  we  ought  to  contemplate  the  proba-. 
bility  of  his  Majesty  arriving  at  a  middle 
state— a  state  neither  of  soundness  nor  of 
unsoondnes|N*^either  of  sanity  nor  of  in- 
sanity7-a  9^>of  medium  which,  if  It  ever 
oecursa  we  may  consider  as  the  worst  si- 
tuation of  his  Majesty's  life.  For  what 
could  be  worse,  what  could  be  more  dread-^ 
ful,  than  a  lapse  of  his  distemper  on  one 
day,  and  a  partial  restoration  on  the  next, 
rendering  him  cognizant  of  his  malady, 
and  thereby  making  him  sufier  ten  thou-  / 
sand  times  more  than  he  had  ever  before 
suffered }  But,  in  the  whole  of  the  phy- 
sicians' ef  idence,  not  a  syllable  is  to  be 
(M) 
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ibnnd  to  support  an  expectation  of  tliif 
middle  state.  The  right  hon.  gent,  as 
well  as  myself,  attended  the  Committee  by 
vhom  the  physicians  were  examined,  and 
I.  suppose  this  notion  of  a  TaciUathog  state, 
between  sanity  and  insanity,  was  in  hit 
mind  then  as  well  as  now  ;  yet,  I  pat  it  to 
the  right  hon.  gent,  whether  he  asked  a 
single  question  relatiTC  to  the  probabitity 
of  his  Majesty  erer  being  placed  in  such 
a  situation  ?  The  evidence  gtren  by  the 
physicians  does  not  support  the  assertion. 
All  of  them,  except  Dr.  Simmons,  have 
stated  thathis  Majesty'^  recoTcry  is  highly 
improbable.  One  of  them  says,  that  it  is 
all  but  hopeless ;  and  another,  that  it  is 
every  thing  but  impossible.  The  right 
hon.  gent  should,  therefore,  explain  to  the 
House,  what  foundation  he  has  for  enter- 
taining the  idea,  that  his  Majes|y  wilt  be 
restored  to  that  non-descript  situation  to 
which  he  has  alluded.  As  to  the  efideace 
of  Dr.  Simmons,  little  comfort  can  be  de- 
rived from  it;  for,  though  he  says  he  has 
known  persons  as  old  or  older  than  his 
Majesty,  and  labouring  under  the.  same 
afBiction,  who  had  recovered,  still  it  should 
be  recollected  that  those  instances  were 
very  rare ;  and,  in  answer  to  a  question, 
he  specifically  stated,  that  he  never  knew 
a  blind  insane  person  recover  bis  senses ; 
he  had  known  but  seven  or  eight  cases  of 
that  description,  in  the  course  of  his  prac* 
tice,  and  all  of  them  proved  what  he 
termed  unfortunate.  So  that  the  right 
hon.  gent,  cannot  make  an  application  to 
the  House  for  an  addition  to  the  Civil 
List,  either  on  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Sim- 
mons, or  any  other  of  the  physicians.  I 
should  be  extremely  glad  to  learn  what 
there  is  in  his  Majesty's  situation,  which 
requires  a  large*  establishment  about  his 
person  ?  Does  he  see*  any  of  those  per* 
tons  who  are  now  attached  to  his  House- 
hold ?  Certainly*  not.  They  must  not 
approach  him ;  and,  if  th^  did,  his  medi- 
cal attendanu  would  forbid  it  On  what 
account,  then,  is  it,  that  a  very  consider- 
able establishment  is  sought  to  be  formed  ? 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  may  say,  his 
Majesty,  perhaps,  will  regain  a  better  state 
of  health :  we  thought  to  last  year,  but 
we  cannot  think  so  now.  If,  however^  he 
did  unexpectedly  recover  from  his  insa- 
nity, the  law  would  make  provision  for  his 
resumption  of  the  royal  authority ;  there- 
fore, I  see  no  necessity  for  the  measure. 
Were  his  Majesty  resudy  to  resume  the 
royal  functions,  all  the  power  and  dignity 
of  the  ^vereignty  would  immediately  re- 
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vert  lo  him,  and  thua  M  those  proceeding* 
bo  rinder^  nugatory.  The  House*  is 
told,  that,  on  account  of  his  Majesty's 
diminished  establishment,  with  respect  to 
horses  apd  carriages,  a  sum  of  10,000^ 
should  be  granted  to  the  Queen.  How  ' 
can  this  diminution  be  of  an^  importance 
to  her  Majesty  ?  How  can  it  afiect  her? 
When  his  Majesty  was  in  health,  he  made 
use  of  the  greater  part  of  the  establish* 
ment  ktr  his  own  purposes;  now,  when  be 
is  not  in  health,  a  reduction  of  course 
takes  place.  But,  it  is  not  a  reduction 
which  interferes  with  her  Mfl^ty's  com- 
fort and  convenience.  It  is  merely  a  di- 
minution of  t^at  which  is  no  longer  neces- 
sary for  the  sovereign.  Why,  therefore, 
that  circumstance  should  put  the  Queen  to 
any  additional  expense,  so  as  to  render  the 
proposed  grant  fit  and  proper,  is  entirely 
beyond  my  comprehension.^The  right 
hon.  gentleman  has  observed,  that  there 
were  expences  attached  to  the  situation  of 
his  Majesty,  when  in  health,  which  would 
not  attend  the  Prince  Regent,  so  that  hit 
establishment  might  be  on  a  more  limited 
scale  than  that  of  his  royal  father,  the 
family  of  the  Prince  not  being  so  exten- 
sive. I  am  too  little  acquainted  with  the 
details  of  the  Civil  List  to  hazard  any  opi- 
nion on  the  subject ;  but  I  think  the  pro- 
posed diminution  will  operate  very  forci- 
bly, if  the  Prince  Regent  be  expected  to 
keep  up  the  same  degree  of  state  and 
splendour  as  his  Majesty  did  when  he 
exercised  the  functions  of  royalty.  '  For 
I  am  not  of  opinion,  that  the  principal  ex- 
pences of  the  situation  are  incurred  in  the 
manner  to  which  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man alludes.  The  variation  of  three  or 
four  more  or  leu  in  his  own  immediate 
family,  can  produce  very  little  difference 
to  the  Regcnit  But  here  I  most  repeat, 
that  I  cannot  give  a  decided  opinion ;  and 
that  observation  I  may  equally  apply  to 
every  part  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
statement— Thest  are  the  principal  ob- 
jections which  occur  to  me  at  present: 
the  perplexity  of  the  plan,  in  particular,  I 
cannot  get  over.  Pariiament  never  was 
called  on  to  grant  mooey  on  an  occasion, 
which  demanded  explanation  more  than 
the  present  On  this  subject,  most  parti- 
cularly, we  ought  to  be  convinced,  that 
the  application  is  well  founded.  It  had 
oflen  been  ailed ged  against  us,  that  we  are 
unnecessarily  lavish  of  the  public  money. 
Undoubtedly,  I  do  not  wish  the  House  to 
take  notice  of  any  unjust  remark  which 
may  be  levelled  at  it,  but  I  think  we  are 
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bowid  before  we  vote  so  large  atom,  to 
make  it  clear  to  the  public,  particalarly 
now^  when  tbeifr  burthens  are  so  great, 
that  this  additional  grant  is  strictly  war- 
ranted ^  by  the  necessity  of  the  case. — 
There  U,  Sir,  another  head  of  expehce,  on 
w^ich  I  profess  myself  ent'urely  ignorant — 
I  mean  the  sum  of  100,000/.  proposed  to 
be  gr^mted  to  the  Regent  to  cover  the  cost 
incurrecl  by  his  assumption  of  the  goverq- 
menL  In  the  last  session,  the  Prince  de* 
clined  receiving  any  assistance  on  that  ac- 
count; but,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  says, 

*  the  inevitable  expence  was  such  as  to  jus- 
tify tfie  demancl.  It  may  be  so;  but  the 
right  hon..  gentleman  can  expect  no  more 
from  parliament  than  the  expression  of  a 
willingness  to  grant  whatever  may  appear 
proper  nnder  the  specified  headi  of  ex- 
peixlitnre.  I  hope,  therefore,  he  will  not 
precipitate  his  Resolutions.  If  the  House 
agree  to  them,  I  trust  he  will  permit  them 
to  lie  on  the  table  for  a  few  days,  that 
gentlemen  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
considering  the  subject;  for,  though  I 
keard  his  statement  with  the  utmost  atten- 
tion, and  applied  to  it  all  the  powers  of  my 
mind,  I  really  did  not  comprehend  it.  I 
do  n9t  mean  to  protest  peremptorily 
against  every  part  of  this  plan,  but  I  beg 
leave  to  enter  m^  protest  against  being 
considered,  as  having  agreed  to  it  wholly 
or  partially.  I  desire  information  on  the 
aubject,  by  which  my  vote  may  be  guided. 
I  am  pecfectly  willing  to  grant  what  the 
splendour,  dignity,  and  comfort  of  the 
monarch  may  require,  but  I  am  determined 
to  grant  no  more. 

The  ChanceUar  qf  the  Exchequer  observed, 
that  permitting  the  Resolutions  to  lie  on 
the  table,  wouM  give  no  insight  whatever 
oi|  ti^e  subject  bdeed,  as  such  a  pro- 
ceading  would  remove  them  farther  fi-om 
the  consideration  of  the  plan,  as  laid  down 
in  his  statement,  it  would  probably  render 
tt^  difficulty  greater.  They  were  pursu- 
ing the  regular  course  of  proceeding,  as 
tboae  Resolutions  would  come  to  nothing, 
except  in  the  shape  of  a  Bill.  He  was 
mirare,  when  he  made  his  sutement,  that 
the  subject  was  a  very  complicated  one, 
and,  froip  time  to  time,  he  had  expressed 
his  apprehension  to  the  Committee,  that 
he  should  not  be  able  to  make  it  perfectly 
intelligible.    In  doing  that,  however,  he 

^  referred  the  more  detailed  and  accurate 
Qoqsiderationof  the  plan  to  a  future  period, 
w^n.  the  Bill  should  be  brougnt  in. 
¥nthoat  those  Resolutions  being  agreed  to 
MtKU  (oold  be  formed*  and  no  iotentiop 


existed  of  bringing  it  in  before  Jklonday. 
When  the  right  hon.  gentleman  stated  that 
he  did  not  comprehend  the  measure,  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  know  what  he  did  under- 
stand.   He  seemed  to  think,  with  others, 
that  the  comforts  of  his  Majesty  should  be 
attended  to— but  was  that  all?     should 
they  ffo  no  farther  ?   Should  they  not  still 
consider  him  as  their  king,  and,  though 
severely  afilicted,  not  to  be  stripped  of 
every  vestige  of  dignity  and  splendour? 
The*  right  hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  be- 
lieve, from  the  statement  of  the  physicians, 
that  his  Majesty's  situation  was  complete- 
ly hopeless,  and  that  even  a  partial  reco- 
very could  not  be  looked  for  at  a  future 
period ;  and,  therefore  that  the .  provision 
to  be  made  for  him,  should  be  merely  that 
of  a  sick  chamber*    But  the  Committee 
would  not  coincide  in  such  a  principle, 
nor  did  the  right  hon.  gentleman  himself 
support  it  on  a  former  occasion ;  for  it 
would  be  utterly  repu|;nant  to  the  feelings 
of  the  country  to  divest  his  Mi^^ty  of 
every  officer  of -dignity  and  character,  who 
had  heretofore  been  near  his  person.   The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  insinuated  that 
he  had  not  discharged  his  duty  in    the 
Committee,  in  not  questioning  the  physi- 
cians as  to  the  probability  of  his  Majesty, 
being  restored  to  mental  health ;   but  he 
would  ask  in  return,  was  there  any  thing 
in  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  health  which 
required  the  particular  inquiry  oir  that 
point  ?    and  was  it  not  necessary  for  par- 
liament to  make  provision  for  the  resump- 
tion of  the  royal  authority  in  the  person  of 
the  sovereign,  if  happily  the  period  should 
arrive  to  enable  his  Majesty  once  more  to 
exercise  the  functions  of  royalty  ?     Was 
not  the  Committee  aware,  that  up  to  the 
5th  of  July  (the  period  when  the  acciession 
of  disorder  arose),  his  Msjesty  was  in  the 
habit  of  frequent  communication  with  his 
family  ?     On  more  than  one  occasion  he 
himself  had  had  the  happiness  of  an  inter- 
view with  his  Majesty,  and  had  found  him 
competent  to  all  the  purposes  of  commoa 
intercourse,  and  feelingly  alive  to  the  situa- 
tion in  vvhich  he  was  unfortunately  placed ; 
and  though  the  accession  prevented  him 
from  resuming  the  royal  functions,  }ret  he 
was  capable  of  enjoying  common  inter- 
course, as  far  as  the  calamity  under  which 
he  laboured  would  permit.    Would  the 
Committee,  because  his  Majesty's  cala- 
mity was  great,  abstain  from  rendering  to 
him  that  comfort  which,  when  rendered* 
would  make  it  sit  lighter?    He  was  con- 
fident they  would  not,  and  trusted  there* 
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f  fore  thai  they  would  agree  to  the  Reiolii* 
tioM.  . 

Mr.  P<m9onJby  taid,  that  he  had  not  ex« 
pressed  a  wish,  or  manifested  a  feeliog, 
whereby  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  could,  in  fairnesi,  suppose, 
that  he  was  iticHhed  to  aggravate  the  ma- 
lady of  his  Majesty  by  a  denial  of  any 
comfort  which  was  proper  for  hii  sitaation. 
He  only  said,  that  there  was  not  in  the 
eyidence  one  syllable  or  tittle  which  could 

five  birth  to  the  notion,  or  imagination,  or 
ream  of  that  middle  state  of  recovery,  on 
the  hope  of  which  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man formed  one  of  the  branches  of  nis  ar- 
rangement. If  he  was  to  be  asked  whe- 
ther he  wanted  to  depriTe  his  Majesty  of 
^very  necessary  comfort  or  every  enjoy- 
-aent  compatible  even  with  a  state  of  reco- 
very, he  would  answer,  that  the  Civil  List  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  Prince  Regent ;  and 
that  it  was  absurd  and  unfeeling  to  sup- 
pose that  hu  royal  highness  would  not 
Uke  every  care  of  his  father.  During  the 
discussions  of  the  Jast  year,  the  Prince  had 
been  often  calumniated ;  but  to  suppose 
that  he  would  be  thus  unnaturally  neglect- 
ful of  his  royal  father's  lamentable  condi- 
tion was,  above  all  others  that  had  yet 
been  flung  upon  him  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  the  grossest  calumny,  the 
foulest  imputation.  This  should  be  shortly 
his  reply  ;  and  with  it  he  would  content 
himself,  as  being  quite  unanswerable  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman.  Before  he  sat 
down,  he  begged  to  be  allowed  to  ask  one 
question ;  namely,  whether  in  granting  to 
his  royal  highness  the  1 00,000/.  for  the 
ezpences  necessary  upon  his  assumption 
of  the  Toyal  authority^  it  was  done  under 
the  notion,  that  his  claims  for  the  arrears 
of  the  Duchy  of  Corhwall  were  totally 
given  up  and  extinguished  ?  If  such  a 
grant  wat  recommended,  from  an  under- 
standing on  the  part  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  that  ihe  Prince  had  relinquish- 
ed his  claims  to  those  arrears,  then  such 
an  avowal  on  the  part  of  the  minister 
would  be  a  main  ingredient  in  the  oppo- 
sition which  his  phn  should  receive  from 
him. 

'^e  ChanceUor  qf  the  Exchequer  mdi,  he 
had  profKMed  nothing  to  the  House  con- 
nected with  any  claim  of  his  Royal  High- 
ne^  on  the  arrears  of  the  Duchy 'of  Corn- 
wall. He  had  formerly  expressed  his  opi- 
nion, that  it  was  a  mistaken  idea  to  sop- 
pose  that  any  ground  of  claim  did  really 
exist.  And  as  far  as  he  could  recollect 
the  course  of  the  debates  upon  the  subject,  1 
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it  appeared  to  him  that  the  mideritanding 
of  the  House  was,  that  his  reyal  highneia 
had  totalljT  relinquished  every  claitn  of 
that  description. 

Mr^  Fcmcmby  said,  that  he  did  not  want 
to  know  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  reasons, 
one  way  or  the  other ;  but  had  merely  asked 
him,  yes  or  no,  as  to  the  fact. 

Mr.  Tiem^  said,  he  should  not  then 
express  any  opinion  on  the  sum  of 
100,000/.  proposed  to  be  granted  to  the 
Prince  Regent  It  was  needless,  as  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  did  not  mean  to  ipove 
ft  that  night  At  a  future  period  he  sbofiUl  * 
certainly  feel  it  his  duty  to  notice  it  IC 
however,  it  were  stated,  with  the  con>- 
currence  of  his  Royal  Highness,  as  neces- 
sary to  make  good  such  oot-^ings  as  had 
unavoidably  been  called  for  m  the  course 
of  the  last  year,  and  for  those  which  his 
assumption  of  the  regal  office,  permanent* 
ly»  might  now  demand,  he  certainly  would 
not  oppose  it. — He  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  , 
say  a  few  words,  because  he  was  placed  in 
a  very  strange  situation  as  to  the  vote  ha 
was  called  on  to  give.  He  could  wish  to 
have  been  allowed  more  time  i  first,  that 
he  might  understand  the  plan ;  and  next, 
that  he  might  give  it  such  full  considera* 
tion  as  would  enable  him  to  vote  correctly. 
Two  points,  of  infinite  importance,  were 
brought  before  the  Committee.  One  was 
a  question  purely  of  money,  and  one  of  a 
purelv  constitutional  nature.  He  was 
called  on  to  vote  a  large  sum  of  money  for 
the  establishment  of  a  second  court,  a  thing 
unknown  to  the  country  and  unrecognised 
by  the  constitution.  His  Majesty  waa 
still  the  sovereign  of  the  country,  and  the 
Prince  Regent  was  nothing  more  than  a 
person  substituted,  by  the  vote  of  parlia* 
ment,  to  perform  the  royal  functions.  He 
thought  none  of  the  splendour  of  the  regal 
office  could  be  said  to  belong  to  the  man. 
No  individual  ever  reigned  more  beloved 
than  the  unfortunate  Georce  the  Third  ; 
no  monarch  deserved  splendour  more  than 
he  did ;  and,  if  his  vote  were  demanded 
on  the  principle  of  his  Majesty's  vuines, 
he  would  willingly  give  it  in  support  of 
his  dignity ;  but,  he  must  also  contemplate 
the  proper  splendour  of  the  executive 
power;  not  coming  in  contact  or  collision 
with  any  other  power,  but  funding,  at  tt 
should  do,  on  the  highest  eminence.  The 
plan  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  seemed 
to  be  to  give  her  Majesty,  on  behalf  of 
her  royal  consort,  a  separate  coart,  on  one 
side,  while,  on  the  other/ the.  Prince  Be«  ' 
^nt,  as  exercising  the  royal  anthoritfv 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


-169] 


The  Km^s  HamAold. 


Jjuf.  16,  1811. 


[KO 


sboald  poiMtf ,  a  second.     Wtt  thb,  be 
'  would  aik«  necetiary  ?    Sore  be  was,  tbmt 
'itwat  moti  dui'geront.    Tbe  Hgbi  hon. 
cenUeman  bad  demanded,  woold  they  re- 
duce bis  Majesty's  dignity  to  tbe  mere  si- 
tuation of  a  person  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances?  Certainly  be  would  not.     He 
would  do  muth  more.    He  woold  recol- 
lect wbat  was  due  to  bis  kbg.    Yet,  eren 
-  if  be  au:ted  much  sbort  of  tbe  plan  proposed 
by  tbe  rigbt  hon.  centloman,  be  thought 
be  could  do  abundance,  to  shew  to  the 
country  and  to  tbe  rigbt  bon.  gentleman, 
that,  in  due  regard  to  tbe  true  splendour 
of  his  Majesty,  be  was  as  anxious  as  any 
man.    What  did  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
propose  ^   Her  Majesty  was  to  have  under 
ner  control,  a  Groom  of  tbe  Stole,  a  Vice- 
Chamberlain,  a  Master  of  the  Robes,  four 
Lords  of  tbe  Bedchamber,  four  Grooms  of 
the  Bedchamber,  seren  Equerries,  &c.  &c. 
'and,  in  order  to  take  care  of  his  private 
'property,  with  which,  he  had  been  taught 
t6  believe   parliament  had  no  more  to 
do  than  with  tha  property  of  the  king  of 
Ttwate,  three  new  officers  were  to  be  ap- 
pointed.    [The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer here  said  they  were  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  estimated  fond.]    He  did  not  care  out 
of  wbat  fond  they  were  to  be  paid ;   he 
bad  separated  the  question  of  money  from 
that  of  the  constitution.    And  could  any 
vaan  doubt  that  this  establishment  was  set 
oo  foot  for  tbe  purpose  of  creating  a  sepa- 
rate influence.    Tbe  rigbt  bon.  gentleman 
had  said,  that  the  provision  in  the  Regency 
Bill,  by  which  it  was  enacted  that  parlia- 
naeat  should  be  sitting  for  six  weeks  be- 
fore the  restrictions  could  expire,  was  in- 
troduced to  give  the  legislature  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  an  arrangement  similar 
to  that  which  he  had  now  proposed.  Now« 
he  (Mr.  T.)  knew  no  such  thing.    It  was 
stated  at  tbe  time;  to  hare  been  introduced 
to  gire  bis  Majesty,  if  be  should  recover, 
an  opportunity  of^^  resuming  the  royal  au- 
thority with  the  same  advisers  as  when  he 
left  H ;    but  it  now  seemed  as  if  the  pro- 
ject was,  to  make  a  bargain  for  not  con- 
tifniing  die  restrictions ;  to  stipulate,  that, 
before  they  wete  taken  c^,  a  separate 
c(Wrt  should  be  formed,  at  the  head  of 
whith  ber  Majesty  was  to  be   placed. 
Wstt  this'  necessary  ?    He  would  not  an- 
swer the  question,  bat  he  would  state  a 
fact  to  tbe  House  :    his  Majesty's  illness 
hsid    continued  for  fifWen  months,  and, 
aioee  the  beginning  of  last  July,  the  re- 
atrietions  wttt  not  wanted ;  'for,  from  the 
eyidence  given  by  the  physteikns,  before 


the  Committee,  no  hopes  were  entertaineB 
of  bis  Majesty's  recovery  after  that  period. 
What  was  the  argument  made  use  df 
when  the  Restrictions  were  proposed  > 
They  were  admitted  to  be,  pro  Umio,  an  in- 
fraction of  tbe  constitution ;  but  tbe  neces- 
sity of  tbe  case  was  relied  on.  What  was 
that  necessity  ?  The  probability  of  hia 
Miyes^s  being  able  to  resume  bis  royal 
authority.  The  right  bon.  gentleman  bad 
said,  «' Twill  propose  them  for  a  year; 
bu(  if  before  that  time  the  case  becomes 
hopeless,  they  may  be  taken  off?"  Now, 
mark  the  conduct  be  pursued.  Ever  since 
the  middle  of  July,  even  Dr.  Heberdea 
had  ceased  to  hope,  and  yet  the  rigbt  boB. 

Ctleman  postponed  tbe  meeting  of  par- 
lent  to  such  a  period,  as  necessarily 
continued  the  restrictions  longer  then 
they  otherwise  would  have  existed.  Tbe 
right  bon.  gentleman  ought  to  submit  to 
tbe  House  and  to  tbe  country  his  reasons 
for  having  extended  that  unconstitutional 
Bill,  and  they  were  all  agreed  that  it  waa 
unconstitutional,  one  moment  longer  than 
was  absolutely  necessary.— Now,  as  to 
the  necessity  of  the  establishment,  he 
would  observe,  that,  during  his  illness, 
four  lords  of  the  bedchamber,  and  several 
other  officers,  were  attached  to  bis  Majes* 
ty's  household.  He  would  ask,  did  any 
of  them  eyer  appear  before  him,  or  give 
any  thing  like,  a  regular  attendance  ?  It 
was  very  astonishing,  that  while  there  was 
a  hope  of  his  Majesty's  recovery,'  none  of 
them  came  hear  bim  ;  but  now,  when  tbe 
physicians  were  of  opinion  he  could  not 
get  better,  there  must,  forsooth,  be  a  court 
formed  round  him.  That  was  the  plain 
matter  of  fact ;  and,  if  the  rigbt  hon.  gent» 
could  not  answer  it,  be  bad  made  ou(  no 
case.— He  would  say  no  more  on  this  part 
of  the  subject  at  present,  and  he  hoped  he 
had  said  nothing  to  displease  any  person 
[in  a  low  tone — "  I  do  not  mean  my  poll* 
tical  opponents,  botjber  Majesty."]— He 
was  anxious  even  to  go  out  of  the  way,  to 
guard  himself  from  the  possibility  of  mis- 
conception. With  respect  to  the  qoestton 
of  expence,  it  was  clearly  connected  witb 
the  necessity  of  forming  a  second  court  i 
for,  if  that  was  unnecessary,  the  expence 
of  part  of  the  establishment  must  also  be 
unnecessary.  He  should  be  glad  to  know 
—but  did  not  then  press  for  an  answer— 
whether  four  new  lords  of  the  bedcham- 
ber were  to  be  added  to  the  Prince  Re* 
gent's  establishment,  in  the  place  of  those 
in  aitendanqe  on  his  Majesty.  In  his  opi- 
nion, whatever  was  taken  urom  the  usual 


Digitized  By  CiOOQIC 


171]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

esUblishineDt  of  his  Majesty,  when  in  the 
exercise  of  the  royal  functions,  should  be 
restored  to  the  Regent  by  new  appoint- 
ments. As. to  the  estimated  expence,  he 
understood  that  j  00,000/.  were  to  be 
taken  from  the  Ci?il  List,  to  support  the 
dignity  of  the  sovereign  ;  together  with  a 
•urn  of  60^000/.  for  his  privy  purse,  and 
10,000/.  from  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster, 
making  170,000/.  From  this  35,000/. 
must  be  deducted,  leaving  1S5,000/.  to 
defray  the  charges  necessary  for  the  care 
of  the  royal  person.  There  were  also 
10,000/.  to  her  Majestv,  on  which,  as  be 
wished  to  treat  her  with  the  most  delicate 
respect,  he  would  not  say  one  word. 
That  made  145,000/.  But  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  omitted  one  point,  namely, 
that  as  the  Civil  List  now  stood,  her  Ma- 
jesty received  58,000/.  from  it.  This 
would  make  a  sum  total  of  20S,000/.  as 
the  actual  amount  to  be  placed  at  her  dis- 
posal, for  the  care  of  herself  and  of  his 
Majesty.  His  objection  here  was,  that 
splepdid  personages  were  to  be  placed 
round  his  Majestv,  at  the  same  time  that 
the  ^een  also  bad  splendid  personages 
attache4  to  her  household.  Why  could  not 
one  Master  of  the  Robes  and  one  Treasurer 
serve  for  both  ?  It  was  not  well  to  let  it 
go  out  to  the  country,  that,  ii^  his  Majesty's 
present  state,  a  Master  of  the  Robes  was 
necessary  to  take  care  of  his  dress.  The 
Civil  List  being  reduced  by  the  100,000/. 
drawn  from  it,  and  the  Prince  Regent 
being  obliged  to  throw  50,000/.  into  it, 
wonld  leave  him  120,000/.;  50,000/. 
which  he  gave  in  aid  of  the  list,  and 
70,000/.  which  remained  in  his  own  hands 
as  l^rince  of  Wales.  It  had  been  said, 
that  the  diminished  expences  to  which 
the  Regent  was  liable,  compared  with 
those  incurred  by  his  Majesty,  made  up 
for  the  difference  of  income.  That  was  a 
point  that  required  explanation.  If  those  of 
the  royal  family,  who  were  formerly  sup- 
porteci  out  of  the  Civil  List  by  his  Majesty, 
were  not  to  look  to  the  Prince  Regent  for 
support,  if  he  was  to  be  released  from  that 
f>urden,then,  so  far,  there  was  a  diminution 
•of  expence ;  but,  if  that  was  not  the  case, 
then  he  was  not  relieved  one  farthing.  If  the 
estimated  100,000/.  for  his  Majesty's  sup- 
port, bcluded  all  who  resided  in  his  fami- 
ly, that  was  certainly  a  reason  for  expect- 
ing that  70,000/.  would  defray  the  Re- 
gent's expenditure.  If  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  meant  to  inform  them,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  additional  sums  which 
they  were  called  on  to,  vote  in  aid  of  the 
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Civil  List;  parliament  must  look  forward  to 
an  annual  exceeding  of  ^124,000/.  on  the 
average ;  although  he  cqiild  understand 
the  assertion,  yet,  till  the  accounts  were  laid 
before  him,  be  could  not  give  an  opinion  on 
its  accuracy.  But,  before  his  Royal  High- 
ness undertook  to  administer  the  Civil 
List,  that  qyestion  ought  to  be  set  at  rest. 
They  were  told  that  the  Civil  List  of 
Scotland,  and  the  Droits  of  Admiralty, 
went  to  d^fra^  the  exceeding,  and  if  they^ 
were  not  sufficient,  then  the  House  would 
be  called  on.  To  this  system  parlia- 
ment, by  a  side-wind,  were  desired  to 
pledge  themselves ;  but,  until  the  neces- 
sity for  124,000/.  was  proved,  he  woul^ 
not  vote  far  it.  The  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  abounded  more  in  cir- 
cumlocutions and  parentheses,  than  any  ^ 
speech,  connected  with  accounts,  he  had 
ever  heard.  It  made  bun  suspect  that 
those  circumlocutions  were  introduced  to 
entrap  them.  It  was  not  his  intention  to 
trouble  the  House  so  far  as  to  put  the  quei* 
tion  to  a  vote;  but  he  could  not  suffer  it 
to  pass,  without  his  protest  against  deem- 
ing himself  pledged  to  support  it  in  any 
future  stage  of  the  business* 

Mr.  Sheridan  did  not  intend  to  say  any- 
thing on  the  present  occasion,  but  an  ev 
pression  had  tallen  from  the  right  hon.  ihit 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  answer  to  a 
question  from  his  right  hon.  friend,  at  which 
he  was  very  much  surprised.  The  question 
was,  whether  or  not,  as  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  made  no  allusion  to 
the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  he  considered  the 
claim  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  as  entirely 
abandoned  ?  He  answered  that  he  had 
made  no  allusion  to  it :  that  in  his  opi« 
nion,  the  claim  was  utterly  abandoneid  ; 
and,  looking  to  the  course  of  the  debates 
on  the  subject,  the  House,  he  believed^ 
bad  been  of  the  same  opinion.  Now,  what 
was  the  fact?  In  the  year  1802,  when 
the  present  lord  Manners,  then  Mr.  Sutton^ 
brought  down  the  Message  on  this  subject 
to  the  House,  there  was  a  general  ieelinflp 
in  favoar  of  the  justice  of  the  claim,  and 
great  credit  was  given  to  the  Prince  for 
not  pursuing  it  at  that  time.  In  1  SOS,  his 
Majesty's  Message  recommended  the  coi\« 
sideration  of  the  Prince's  debts  to  the 
House;'  and  the  60,000/.  per  annum» 
which  had  been  lopked  up  for  their  liqui<* 
dation,  was  liberated.  He  (Mr.  Sheridan) 
had  heard  out  of  doors,  that  the  Prinoe  • 
had  relinquished  his  claim«  and  it  waa  so 
stated  in  the  loose  reports  of.  parliamen« 
tary  debate,  particularly  in  the  Annual  R^ 
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gisUr.  On  Hm  autkerity,  he  fopposed 
the  right  hon.  gentlenan  bad  founqed  his 
aisertioD.  He  would  refer  him  to  the 
Joarnali  of  the  House,  oo  which  the 
Prioce's  Message,  brought  down  by  Mr. 
Tyrwhitt,  was  entered.  Of  that  Message 
he  would  read  a  part,  which  would  proTe 
that  the  Prince  had  nerer  relinquished  his 
ctaims  ;  for,  however,  as  it  concerned  him- 
self  only,  be  might  have. felt  inclined  to 
do  it,  he  could  not,  consistently  with  the 
principles  of  justice,  as  that  property 
would  descend  to  his  heirs,  and,  eren  before 
them,  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  fund  belonging 
to  his  creditors.  Mr.  Sheridan  then  read  the 
Message  from  the  Jonrnals^  as  follows: — 
"  Mr.  Tyrwhiit,  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal, 
and  Private  Secretary  to  his  royal  high- 
ness the  prince  of  Wales,  acquainted  the 
Hoose,  that  the  Prince  has  felt,  with  the 
most  sincere  and  affectionate  gratitude, 
the  gracious  purpose  of  his  Majesty,  in 
recommending  his  present  situation  to  the 
consideration  of  parliament :— That,  hav- 
ing seen  by  the  votes  of  the  House  of 
Craamons,  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
received  bis  Majesty's  recommendation, 
the  Prince  deems  it  incumbent  on  bim  to 
express  his  warmest  acknowledgment  of 
their  Tiberality.  At  the  same  time  the 
Prince,  though  folly  convinced  of  the  pro- 
priety of  resuming  his  state,  and  greatly 
regretting  any  circumstance  which  tends 
to  disappoint  the  wishes  of  his  Majesty  or 
of  the  House  upon  that  subject,  yet  feels 
himself  bound  explicitly  to  declare  that 
there  are  still  claims  remaining  upon  his 
bonoor  and  his  justice,  for  the  discharge  of 
which  he  must  continue  to  set  >part  in 
trust  a  large  sinking  fund,  and  consequently 
postpone,  until  the  period  of  their  liquida- 
tion, the  resumption  of  that  state  and 
dignity,  which,  however  essential  to  his 
rank  and  station,  he  knows,  from  dear- 
bought  experience,  could  not,  under  his 
present  circumstances,  be  resumed  with- 
out the  risk  of  incurring  new  difficulties. 
The  Prince  thinks  that  he  owes  it  to  him- 
-self  and  to  parliament  to  make  this  decla- 
rati^a  to  them  with  the  same  distinctness 
as  he  stated  it  to  his  Majesty's  go- 
vernment upon  the  first  communication 
made  to  him  of  his  Majesty's  benign  in- 
tentions. With  respect  to  the  'Prince's 
daim  to  an  account  of  the  Revenues 
which  actrued  from  the  Duchy  of  Corn- 
wall from  the  year  1762  to  1783,  however 
strong  his  confidence  in.  the  validity  of 
his  claim,  a  confidence  fortified  by  the 
greatest  legal  aothoritses,  yet,  as  he  trusts 


that,  Uirough  ^kt  gracious  interposition  of 
his  Majesty,  and  the  liberality  of  parlia* 
ment,  he  shall  be  enabled  otherwise  to 
provide  for  those  demands  en  his  justice 
which  alone  induced  him  to  assert  his 
right,  he  now  cheerfully  relinquishes  his 
smt,  and  has  directed  his  law  officers  to 
forego  all  further  proceedings."-^This, 
Mr.  Sheridan  contended,  was  a  mere  with- 
draw, not  an  abandonment  of  the  Prince's 
claim,  which  remained  in  full  force. 

The  Ckancelior  (fthe  Exchequer  felt  him- 
self called  upon  to  offisr  a  few  observations, 
in  consequence  of  the  particular  appeal 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  bad 
thought  proper  to  make  to  him,  in  the 
course  ot  his  speech.  He  begged  leave 
to  recal  to  the  recollection  of  that  right 
hon.  gentleman,  and  of  the  Committee, 
that  he  had  not  drawn  such  a  conclu- 
sion as  was  ascribed  to  him  in  the  course 
of  the  observations  which  he  had  the  .  ho- 
nour to  submit  to  their  consideration  that 
night,  and  he  begged  leave  distinctly  to 
disclaim  all  that  reference  to  Parliamen- 
tary Reports,  and  the  Annual  Register, 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
thought  proper  to  ascribe  to  him,  and  as 
for  the  extract  firom  the  Journals,  which 
he  had  read,  he  was  almost  inclined  to 
think  that  he  had  read  it  then  for  the  first 
time.  To  recur,  however,  to  what  he  had 
advanced  in  the  course  of  the  statement 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  submit  to  the 
Committee,  he  could  not  recollect  that  he 
had  advanced  any  thing  which  expressed 
an  opinion  on  the  subject  of  those  claims 
alluded  to  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 
He  had  been  asked  oy  one  right  hon. 
gentleman  whether  he  had  an  intention  of 
bringing  any  thing  forward  on  the  subject 
of  the  revenue  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall, 
to  which  be  had  a  two-fold  answer  to  give. 
In  the  first  instance,  he  had  not  any  in- 
tention ef  bringing  forward  any  mention  of 
those  claims,  as  he  had  always  been  of, 
opinion,  that  there  was  no  ground  for 
them;  but  he  had*  never  stated  that  he 
h^d  any  instructions  on  the  subject  from 
his  Royal  Highness,  nor  after  such  a  testi- 
monial as  had  been  read  by  the  r^ht  hon. 
gentleman,  was  it  likely  that  he  should 
have  received  such  instructions,  nor  was  it 
consistent  with  the  honour  of  the  Prince, 
after  directing,  in  terms,  his  law  officers 
to  relinquish  the  suit,  in  consequence  of 
the  aid  afforded  him  by  parliament  It 
was  aa  little  reconcileable  With  the  en- 
lightened mind  and  acknowledged  abili- 
ties of  the  right  boa  gentleman,  to  ima- 
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gioe,  that»  by  poMibility,  any  commani- 
cation  of  tach  a  oatare  aboald  be  made  to 
bim.  He  tboaght,  tberefore,  d^at'on  tbia 
point,  bt  stood  fairly  with  the  House,  be- 
yond the  liability  of  misconoaption. — He 
bad  nerer  expressed  any  opinion  as  pro- 
ceeding  from  his  Royal  Highness;  be  bad 
only  stated  bis  own  impression ;  and  he 
left  it  to  the  candour  of  the  House,  whe- 
ther any  interpretation  other  than  what 
he  had  stated  could  b^  fairly  placed  upon 
what  had  fallen  from  him.— He  would  now 
trouble  the  Committee  with  a  few  words, 
in  reference  tb  some  observations  whicb 
bad  been  made  by  the  right  bon.  gentle- 
man who  had  spoken  last  but  one.  He 
Sare  the  right  bon.  gentleman  all  the  ere- 
it  be  deserved,  for  those, very  liberal 
feelings  be  professed  towards  bar  Majesty, 
and  the  other  branches  of  the  royal  fa- 
tally, while  be  bad  to  lament,  at  the  same 
time,  that  the  remarks  he  made,  unfortu- 
nately were  applied  to  himself.  Yet 
while  he  bad  to  lament  this  circumstance, 
be  could  hardly  suppose  that  the  right 
bon.  gentleman  seriously  imagined,  that 
the  new  arrangement  which  he  bad  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  the  Com- 
mittee, was  formed  under  the  idea  of  any 
compromise,  which  was  to  barter  the  re- 
moval of  the  restrictions  for  the  condition 
of  establishing  a  new  court.  Did  the 
right  bon.  gentleman  suppose  bim  capable 
of  such  a  contract  ?  Did  be  imagine  that 
be  could  haye  submitted  such  a  proposi- 
tion in  a  conference  with  his  sovereign 
and  his  master  ?  It  was  an  impression 
which  be  confidently  hoped  there  was  no 
mind  so  constituted  in  that  House,  as  to 
receive  or  to  entertain ;  and  be  could  not 
help  saying,  that  if  the  right  bon.  gentle- 
man bad  made  the  smallest  reserve  of  that 
candour  in  his  favour,  which  he  had  dis- 
played towards  others,  he  could  not  have 
ascribed  such  a  plan  to  him  as  that  which 
be  mentioned,  in  the  proposition  which 
be  had  made,  he  had  been  influenced  by 
no  sinister  view  whatever,  nor  could  be 
have  supposed  that  such  would  have  been 
attributed  to  him.  The  right  bon.  gentle- 
man had  expressed  a  wish  to  know,  how 
the  sum  of  100,000/.  bad  any  regard  to 
the  part  of  the  royal  family  resident  at 
Windsor,  and  to  this  be  had  to  reply,  that 
the  object  of  the  arrangement  was,  to 
cover  that  as  well  as  the  other  expences 
he  had  enumerated ;  and  be  tbovgnt  it  a 
fair  ground  for  stating,  that  the  esteblisb- 
mept  of  his  Majesty  was  larger  than  that 
of  tha  Prince  cookl  bo  aft  Carleton^ooso* 
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With  regard  to  the  supemddMrary  lords 
of  the  b^chamber,  be  believed  that  thetr 
number  had  varied  at  different  periods  ; 
there  bad  been  some  addition  atone  time^ 
and  at  no  time  bad  they  been  under 
twelve.  This  point,  bowtver,  he  conceived 
vrould  remain  to  be  decided  by  bis  Royal 
Highnesses  pleasure,  and  the  whole  ar* 
rangement  had  to  pass  throoffh  so  many 
subsequent  stages,  that  it  would  be  unne* 
cessary  to  enlarge  on  it  at  present.  Thia 
too,  he  thought,  offered  a  sufficient  reason 
against  retailing,  in  iu  present  suge,  the 
course  of  the  proceedings,  as  the  first  step 
wu  essential  to  the  advancement  of  toe 
business.  The  resolutions  did  not  go  to 
pledge  the  Coaamittee  to  too  great  an  ex- 
tent The  first  stated  the  necessity  of  a 
frant  of  70,00a{.  on  the  Consolidated 
und ;  and  the  second  merely  asserted  tho 
expediency  of  providing  for  the  assovap* 
tion  of  the  royal  authority  by  the  Prince 
Heg^t.  The  sum  could  only  be  voted  in 
a  OMumittee  of  Supply,  when  it  would  be 
competent  for  any  member  to  state  bia 
particular  objections. 

Mr.  Sheridan  explained.  The  right  bon« 
gentleman,  he  said,  had  not  correctly 
stated  the  observations  he  had  made.  He 
believed  the  right  bon.  gentleman  was  aa 
well  versed  in  irramroar  as  any  man,  and 
yet  he  was  under  some  misapprehension 
here,  for  the  words  of  the  Message  he  bad 
r««d  certainly  did  not  go  to  a  podtive  re- 


should  exercise  their  liberality  towarda 
him,  yet  that,  unless  be  had  some  further 
provision  towards  satisfying  the  claims  of 
bis  creditors,  be  could  not  consider  bia 
riffbt  impaired,  though  be  withdrew  his 
suit  at  laiw  against  the  King  his  father. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  claim 
should  be  now  revived,  Init  be  denied  thai 
it  had  been  relinquished ;  and  he  would 
venture  to  say,  if  the  right  bon.  gentleman 
looked  over  the  Journals  before  he  went 
to  bsd,  be  would  have  the  candour  to  come 
down  on  the  reoort  to-morrow,  and  de- 
clare bis  error.  He  really  wished  be  could 
have  some  specific  promise  from  bim  on 
the  subject.  In  fact,  most  of  the  great 
legal  authorities  at  that  time  (with  the  ex- 
ception, perhaps,  of  the  right  bon.  gentle- 
man) had  declared  their  opinion  of  the 
validi^  of  tbe  Prince's  claims.  TheMaa^ 
ter  of  the  lioU^  if  present,  could  coafima 
the  opinion  ha  then  gave;  and  lord  Tbor- 
low  bad  bean  of  tba  aana  ofivim^ 
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Mr.  C.  Adams  said  he  did  not  rise  to 
protract  the  debate,  but  merely  to  make 
an  obseryation  on  the  insufficiency  of  Carle- 
ton-bouse  to  accommodate  the  number  of 
servants  who  must  necessarily  be  in  at- 
tendance in  the  household  of  the  Regent. 
He  therefore  thought  that  an  additional 
sam  of  a  few  thousands  should  be  voted, 
and  cotild  not  be  of.  any  material  conse- 
quence. 

The  Resolutionr  were  then  put  and 
agreed  to,  and  the  Report  was  ordered  to 
be  brought  up  to-morrow. 

BOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Friday,  Jan,  18. 

Population  of  the  several  Countie? 
OF  GaEAT  Britain.]  Mr.  Mitford,  from 
the  Secretary  of  State's  Office,  presented 
a  Comparative  Statement  of  the  Popula- 
tion of  the  several  Counties  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, in  the  Years  1801  and  181]  ;  shew- 
ing the  Increase  or  Diminution  thereof: 
together  with  the  present  State  of  the 
Returns  called  for  by  an  Act  of  the  last 
Session  of  Parliament. 

On  the  motion  tliat  this  Account  b.e 
printed^ 

Mr.  Rose  said,  he  would  take  the  present 
opportunity  of  making  a  few  observations 
on  the  subject  matter  of  the  Account  then 
before  the  House.  No  regular  Census 
had  been  attempted  to  be  taken  of  the 
population  of  England,  Scotland,  and 
Wales,  until  the  year  1801,  when^  the 
fight  hon.  gentleman,  who  now  filled  the 
chair  of  that  House,  brought  in  a  Bill  for 
that  purpose.-^The  right  hon.  gentleman 
•aid,  that  be,  in  the  last  session,  had  had 
the  honour  of  introducing  the  measure, 
under  vrhich  the  late  enumeration  was 
made  ;  and  he  had  greaj;  pleasure  in 
stating  to  the  House,  that,  in  the  course  of 
the  last  ten  years,  si«ce  the  Census  of  ]  80], 
an  increase  of  population,  to  the  amount  of 
more  thaq  one  million  and  a  half,  had 
taken  place.  In  England  that  increase 
appeared  to  be  in  a  ratio  of  1 4*  per  centum; 
in  Wales  12  ;  and  in  Scotland  13.*  This 
increase  in  the  amount  of  the  |)opulation, 
exhibited  an  extent  and  duration  unex- 
ampled in  the  history  of  this  country ; 
and  what  rendered  it  still  more  surprising 
was,  that  the  increase  of  the  males  was  as 
great  as  that  of  the  females.  The  total 
population  of  England,  Scotland,  and 
Wdes,  in  1801,  was  10,472,048;  at  pre- 
leot  it  amounted  |o  I  l>dl  ^^44 ;  making 
an  increase  of  l,i39|596  persons,  actually 
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resident  in  the  country ;  which,  added  to 
170,000  men  compris(t;d  in  our  army  and 
navy  abroad,  mude  a  total  amount  of 
1,609,498.— He  considered  it  a  matter  of 
great  congratulation  to  the  country  ihac 
the  population  should  have  so  much  in* 
creased,  when  the  drain  of  men  for  the 
army,  navy,  and  merchant  service  was 
contemplated.  It  might  perhaps  be  taid^ 
that,  at  the  time  when  the  country  Mras 
called  on  to  exult  in  such  an  increased 
population,  it  unfortunately  appeared,  that 
the  employment  for  the  loirtr  orders  had 
fallen  oflT.  Where  such  a  circumstance 
occurred,  it  was  to  be  regretted ;  but,  he 
believed,  in  the  manufaqturifig  counties, 
and  there  only,  had  employment  failed: 
every  where  else  it  kept  pace  with  the  in* 
crease  of  the  population.  And  even  there^ 
it  would  be  found,  that  th^  evil  was  not  so 
generally  felt  as  in  the  last  year.  But, 
taking  the  circumstances  and  situation  of 
the  country  into  consideration,  it  was  of 
more  ijnportance  to  the  empire  that  thtf 
population  was  in  a  state  of  progressive 
increase,  than  that  partial  instances  of  a 
failure  of  employ  had  occurred.  It  pro* 
bably  might  be  alledged,  that  the  appa* 
rent  increase  in  the  present  Census  arose 
in  9ome  measure  from  the  former  not  bi^* 
ing  been  properly  executed ;  but  he  be« 
lieved  the  Census  of  1801,  which  was  en* 
trusted  to  nearly  the  same  persons  as  were 
employed  on  the  present  occasion,  was 
correct.  There  was  a  subject  of  infinite 
importance  connected  with  this  increased 
state  of  population  ;  he  meant  the  facility 
of  providing  the  people  with  food.  Much 
had  been  stated  oh  the  high  price  of  pro* 
visions,  and  the  uncertainty  of  a  supply  of 
grain  from  other  countries.  Means  should^ 
therefore,  be  devised,  to  enable  the  couh- 
try  to  aupply  itself.  A  person  was  then 
waiting  to  present  an  Account,  which 
wonld  place  the  subject  of  the-importa* 
tion  of  grain  in  a  very  clear  point  of  view; . 
and  it  was  a  subject  which  required  the 
most  accurate  information.  By  that  ac-^ 
count  it  would  be  seen,  that,  in  the  period 
of  eleven  years,  between  1775  and  1786, 
the  average  quantity  of  grain  imported 
annually,  was  564,4 r'3  quarters;  irom 
1787  to  1798,  1,136,101  quarters;  and 
from  1799  to  1810,  including  three  years 
of  scarcity,  1,471,005  quarters.— The 
average  prices  were  St^.  per  quarter,  in 
the  Brst  period,  40f .  in  the  second,  and  60it, 
in  the  third.  In  the  last  year  not  lest 
than  4,271,0001  went  out  of  the  country 
for  the  •uatenaace  of  the  inhabitmto>**> 
(N) 
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matter  pf  most  serioas  import  to  the  pub* 
lie.  There  yras  also  another  Account,  by 
which  it  appeared  that  the  consumption 
of  .wheat  apd  flour  imported  from  foreign 
couQtries,  bad  been  progressively  increas- 
ing from  1775  to  tne  presei^t  time.  In 
I810„the  quantity  imported  was  CQSflOO 
quarters;  which  dearly  proved  thai  the 
increased  comumption  of  wheit  was 
greater  thaii  that  of  all  other  grain,,  mid 
lb9)t|hose  who  did  not  heretofore  oirdi- 
oarjly  make  iise  of  wheat,  now  made  it  a 
principal  part  of  their  food.  To  n^eet  the 
growing  wants  of  the  population,  without 
having  recourye  to  foreign  countries,  was  a 
most  important  object.  He  was  aware 
tba^  the  inclosure  of  commpn  and  waste 
lands  was  carried  to  a  great  extent  j  but 
this  did  not  keep  pace  with  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  pountr^.  lYbat»  then,  could  be 
added  to  thpir  internal  resources?  He 
Bad  no  olijection  that  all  the  lands  fit  for 
the  growth  of  barley,  oats,  Ikc.  should  be 
continued  under  th:^  species  of  tillage. 
But  stii)  this  alone  would  not  be  sufficient; 
and  he  was  persuaded  that  there  was  no 
way  in  which  the  country  could  effec- 
lually  supply  its  population,  except  by 
encouraging  and  extending  the  planting 
of  potatoes,  which  would  grow  in  those 
soils  that  were  unfit  for  the  cultivation 
of  grain.  There  was  also  another  source 
of  supply,  he  meant  the  fisberies. .  It  was 
atratige,  that  in  a  maritime  country,  like 
this,  fish  wa$  rarely  to  be  seen,  except  a;t ' 
|he  tables  of  the  rich.  ^  The  ppor  received 
iUtle  or  no  benefit  from  that  nutritious  die- 
scription  of  alimeot.  There  might  be 
aome  prejudicies  a^inst  it;  but  tbe  ex^*; 
Jtjons  of  gentlemen  in  the  different  parjts  of 
the  coontrj,  if  rightly  directed,,  would  ^o 
ihem  away.  He^pisdf  bad  been  enabled, 
at  a.  time- when  the  quartern  loaf  was  ex- 
tremely ddir,  to.  supply  the'.popr*  in  his| 
immediate  neighboiirbood,  with22poucids 
4if  good  potatoes,  .aiid  niue  herrings,  for 
fifteen  p^ce;  If  the  hints  he  had  .thrown] 
^ut  were  acted  upon,  it  would  tend  to  iq-i 
.trodoco  a  variety  of  nutritious  food' 
amongst  the  Ipwer  orders  of  society^  save 
»  sun^  of  $i6oo,OOOK  annually  to  the 
tcountry,  increase  the  a^ricolture  of  the 
kingdom,  an^,  by  axtending  tbp  fisheries, 
employ  a  liundred  thousand  persons  ib 
that  way,  which,  more  than  any  other,  was 
.calculated  to  uphold  the  naval  greatness  lof 
the  empire. .  \ 

^  JUr.  Broifg^ifi  participated  in  the^rcfat 
satisfaction  exfiresied.  by  the  right  hot), 
gtntlemao,  at  the  flooristyug  incre&ie  of 
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tbe  population;  and  had  derived  much 
pleasure  from  the  sensible  and  impor- 
tant observations  he  had  made  on  the 
subject  of  provisions  ;  a  subject  which 
the  lionse  should  always  keep  in  view^ 
but  particularly  at  the  present  mo« 
ment,  when  the  country  was  tl^reatened 
with  a  scarcity.  He  was  not,  however^ 
prepared  to  agree  with  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  to  the  full  extent  of  his  state- 
ment. With  respect  to  the  gi-eat  and 
progress! V/e  increase  of  population,  since 
the  Census  of  1801,  there  certainly  was  ah 
apparent  increase ;  but  whether,  upon  in- 
<^uiry,  a  real  increase  could  be  substan- 
tiated, was  another  ihatter.  The  point  on 
which  his  doubt  aros^  had  been  touched 
upon  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  Iq 
1801,  under  the  then  Population  Act,  a 
Census  had  been  taken.  Being  a  novel 
measure,  and  its  machinery  for  the  first 
time  set  at  work,  and,  indeed,  in  part  only 
created,  its  results  could  not  be  su[K>6sed 
to  possess  all  that  accuracy  which  was 
manifested  on  the  present  occasion,  after 
the  experiment  hs^  been  once  made. 
Even  it  tbe  same  per^ns  were  employed 
on  each  Census,  it  was  apparent,  that, 
having  had  the  experience  of  the  ^rst, 
they  would  be  more  capable  of  a  correct 
discharge  of  their  duties,  than,  when  they 
originally  undertook  the  task.  There 
were  other  reasons,  too,  which  operated 
against  the  correctness  of  the  Census  oif 
1801.  When  the  measure  was  first  pro- 
posed, it  had  to  struggle  with  the  preju* 
dices  of  the  people.  That  they  wer^ 
wrong  he  admitted ;  but  their  existence 
was  known  to  every  man  in  the  country.  ' 
Many  persons  had  imbibed  superstitioij^ 
ideas  on  the  subject.  They  conceive^ 
there  was  an,  ominous  fatality,  something 
extremely  unlucky,  in  numbering  the  peo- 
ple; ^d  they  quot§d  ceriain  passages 
from  the  Old  Ti^tamedt,  in  support  of 
their  opinion.  Those ,  prejudices  weris 
now  done  away;  and  that  circumstance, 
added  to  thf  increased  ekperience  of  the 
pei^oBs^  to  whom  the  operation  of  the  pre- 
sent Act  was  entrusted,  must  have  had  tbe 
effect  .of  producing  a  result  neai;er  tbjB 
truth,^  than  could  be  procured  under  all 
the  difficultie|>  arising  from  the  novelty  of 
the  measure,  the  prejudices  of  the  people, 
and  th^  inexperience  of  those  wno  were 
engaged  in  making  the  Census  in  1801. 
The  question,  then,  was,  whether  the  eqx}r 
^as  one  of  increase  or  of  diminutioa? 
Frpm  .the  probable  causes  of  error  whicji 
he  had  aissigned,  particularly  the  prejudice 
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against  the  Bill,  be  thought  it  was  fair  to 
infer »  that  the  Ceosps  of  1801  m^d^  thf;. 
popalatiop  1^^  ijb^a  itreal|y  w^;  to  what 
extent  be  woald  not  pretend  tp  say.  But, 
as  the  present  Census  was,  no  doubt,  more 
accurate,  those  were  included  in  it,  ^ho 
were  fipt  enrolled  if)  the  former,  and  thus 
4n  apparent  increase,  to  a  c^rtaip  e|ctent,i 
iTM '  prodpced.  Indeed,  looking  to  the 
4ate  of  w^r  in  which  the  country  had  been 
m  long  engaged,  tpe  number  of  en)igra- 
tfons,  and  Vanpus  other  circuinstanqes,  he 
^onld  not  compreljiend  how  the  popula- 
^on  could  have  increased  ;n  sjach  a  surpris- 
ipjg  manner ;  for,  contrasted  y^\\h  the 
jMighbourin^  countries,  the  population  of 
^reat  Britain  mad^  a  progress  compajra- 
(^▼ely  slow.  But  the  important  Question 
ifras,  tajcipg  for  ^r^ted  the  alledged  in- 
crease of  population,  whether  thfe  advan- 
tages ^erivabie  fron^  it  were  so  great  as 
tfie  right  hon.  gentlemao  seemed  to  Ithink? 
J^MjA  here,  one  point  had  been  oifaitted  by 
l^im^  whidi  mighjt  have  been  very  properly 
mtrodacea  when  ^e  Ipoke  of  the  hjgh 
priipe  pf  oroTisiona.  £(e  thought  that  an 
fccount  or  the  increase  of  the  Poor's  Rates 
onght  to  have  been  laid  on  the  taple  along 

Snth  tjie  documents  to  which  the  r^ght 
QD.  gentleman  had  alluded.  That*  per- 
hapa^  would  h^?e  shewn,  tluit.tlie  coiafort 
foi  bappiineM  of  ^be  people  Jbad  not  in- 
creiisea-  with  their  numberf.  IBe  would, 
now  call  tiie  attention  of  thos^  ^nons 
who  were  particularly  connected  wi^h  the 
measoce,  to  a  very  great  defect^iiji  the  law* 
fB  it  at  present  stood.  He  conceived  that 
It  ooght  to  have  ejctended  to  Ireland.  A 
CensMt  of  the  inhabjitants  of  ^at  part  ofthe 
(mplre  ought  to  b^  taik|SD,  pointing  out,  if 
pottMe,  $M  progressive  inp»»fe  /or  the 
past  twenty  years,  or,  at  al^  events,  since 
the  U^i^l^tiVe  union.  He  regr^t^d,  ex« 
{tremely,  that  soch  a  measure  had  not  been 
iberetdbriejesoctea  to;  parttQ^ls^i^y  when 
[tkfty  wera  on  the  eve  of  agitating  that 
Uost  important  subject,  the  ^ate  Si  Ire- 
land. When  they  were  about  to  enter 
into  a  dispassionate  inquiry  into  the  state 
of  the  people  of  that  county,  f9r  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  therijg^s  and  jre^rejuin|^ 


the  wrongs,  of  a  great  pari  of  its  popnla- 
tiop,  |t  was  deeply  py  he  laipented  that 
some  such  ^silufary  act  had  not'  l^een  in- 
troduced 1^  years  ^g9^  or,  at  any  rale, 
last  year.  If  a  Census  were  directed  to 
be  taken  there,  it  would  be  right,  in  his 
opinion,  to  have  the  number  of  persons 
attached  to  each  religious  sect  specified. 
H(fw  many  Catholics,  Protestants,  and 
Dissenters,  that,  at  one  vi^w,  their  nume- 
rical rel^tii^n,  to  each  other  might  b^  djs- 
jcernibl^.  The  hop.  and  lekrn^  gei^tje- 
man  cooclu(|ed  by  recommending  the  sub- 
ject-to t|ie  serious  cbnsiderfition  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers. 

Mr.  kose  observed,  that  he  had  for- 
merly moved  for  Accounts  in  order  to  u* 
certain  the  amount  of  the  PQQf^ff  B#^«  sua4 
had  written  a  pamphlet  on  the  snbjeot,' 
,whic6  wfsre  proofs  ^ai  ,it  had  not 
escjaped  his  attention. 

Mr.  Hcrieri,  of  Kerrv,  pgreed  with  th* 
hon.  aifd  learned  gentleipan  in  the  pro^ 
prietv  of  ip^ituting  a  Cen^s  for  ihe  popu-^ 
lationojf  Ijreland,  and  stated  as  the  result 
of  his  own  personal  int^uiries  and  inforofi^- 
tioQ»  ^hat  the  population  of  Jr^land  haid 
been  long  rapidly  augmentung^ 

Mr.  Pi  Moore  obseryM,  that  the  right 
•bop.  jgejutleman,  on  a  jpaotion fmrprintliig 
a  dlocunpent,  |iad  addressed  the  j^o^use^  fit 
some  length,  on  ono  aul]»|tct  ^J^iinb  .Wft** 
and  one  which  was  not  be£ure  them.  As 
to  thep^r  which,  in^  on  the  table,  it 
carried  avidence  of  its  falshood  pn'  the 
face  of  it. '  It  ,w^  stated  ta  be  a  document 
shewing  the  strength  of  the  empire.  If  it 
was  so^  why  wM  Ireland  not  included  ? 
^he  population  of  £nffland>  Scotland,  an4 
Wales,  was  11,000,000.  And  were  iHt 
fax  million  of  .Ireland  .to  h/^  forgotten; 
many  of  whom  were  then  fighting  the 
battles  of  the  empire,  and  made  part  of 
th^t  aijmy.  and  navy  which  swelled  the 
list  then  before  the  House?  If  Ireland 
was  really  considered  as  part  of  the  effec- 
tive strjength  of  the  empire,  it  was  i  cri- 
minal deficiency  to  omit  fier  population. 

The  said  Betum  was  th/sn  ordered  to  be 
printed/aod  is  as  folloyrs : 
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Comparative  Statement  of  the  Population  qf  the  several  C^untia  qf  Gvl^at  Britain, 
intke  Years  I80I  and  1811;  shewing  the  Increase  or  Dimmuiion  thereqf:  together  with 
the  present  State  qfthe  Returns  called  for  by  an  Act  qfthe  last  Session. of  Parliament, 


ENGLAND. 


CouimM. 


Bedford   

Berks   

Buckiogham    ..... 

Cambridge  

Cbetter 

Cornwall 

Cumberland. .'. , 

Derby  .* 

Devon  ..., 

.Dorset 

Durham  , 

Essex   .*.. 

Gloucester  , 

Hereford , 

Hertford  

Huntingdon... » 

Kent , 

Lancaster , 

Leicester , 

Lincoln    i , 

Middlesex    ,, 

Monmouth 

Norfolk    , 

Northampton  , 

Northumberland . . 

Nottingham. , 

Oxford. ..., 

Kutland   ..\.m 

Salop     

Somerset , 

Southampton 

Htafibrd    , 

Suffolk 

.  Surrey ,^, 

Sussex .\ , 

^  Wanrick 

Westmorland  

Witts   

Worcester    , 

York,  E.  Riding  .'. 

< N.Riding.. 

-^ — W.  Rkiing.. 


Totals  , 


Anglesey  .>... 

Brecon 

Cardi^n 

Carmarthen.. 
Camanron   .. 

Denbigh  

Flint ^.. 

GUmorgan  .. 
Merioneth    . . 
Montgomery 
Pembroke    .., 
Badnor^....; 


ToUls  257,173 


H)PUX.ATION  1801. 


Males,       Females,        TolaL 


30,523 

52,821 

59,094 

44,081 

92,759 

89,868 

54,377 

79,401 

157,240 

53,667 

74,770 

111,356 

117,180 

43,955 

48,063 

18,521 

151,374 

322,356 

63,943 

102,445 

373,655 

22,173 

129^842 

63,417 

73,357 

68,558 

53,786 

7,978 

82,563 

126,927 

105,667 

118,698 

101,091 

127,138 

78,797 

99,942 

20,175 

87,380 

67.631 

68,457 

74,904 

276,005 


3,937,935 


15,775 
15,393 
20,408 
31,439 
19,586 
29,247 
19,577 
34,190 
13,896 
22,914 
25,406 
9,347 


32,870 

56,394 

55,350 

45,265 

98,992 

98,401 

62,853 

81,746 

185,761. 

61^652 

85,591 

115,081 

133,629 

45,236 

49,514 

19,047 

156,250 

350,375 

66,138 

106.112 

444,474 

23,409 

143,529 

68,340 

83,741 

71,792 

55,834 

8,378 

85,076 

146,825 

113,789 

120,455 

109,340 

141,905 

80,514 

108,248 

,    21,442 

97,727 

71.702 

70,976 

80,602 

287.948 


4,343,499 


18.031 
16,240 
22  548 
35,878 
21,935 
31.105 
20.045 
37.335 
15.610 
25,064 
30,874 
9,703 


63,393 
109,215 
107,444 

89,346 
191,751 
188,269 
117,230 
161,142 
343,001 
115,319 
160,361 
226,437' 
250,809 

89.191 

97,577 

37,568 
307,624 
•672,731 
130.081 
208.557 
818,129 

45,582 
273,371 
131,757 
157,101 
140,350 
.109,620 

16,356 
167,639 
273,750 
219,656 
239,153 
210,431 
269,043 
159,31 1 
208,190 

41.617 
185,107 
139,333 
139,435 
155)506 
563,953 


^,331,434 


»5 


6,820 

9,062 
10,206 
11,763 
35,280 
28,398- 
16,514' 
24,345 
40,307 

9,374 
19,444 
26,036 
27,727 

4,882 
14,077 

4,640 

63,261 

155,578 

20.338 

13,99* 

131,913 

5,692 
18,611 

9.596 
15,060 
22,580 

9,584 
24 
27,061 
29.430 
25,691 
57,370 
23,468 
54,808 
29,934 
10,703 

4,369 

8,721 

^  21,668 

27,920 

2,698 
89,049 


1,167,966 


5i 


WALES. 


S84,368 


33,806 

3,286 

31,633 

6,117 

42.956 

3,376 

67,317 

9,900 

41,521 

7,498 

60,352 

3,888 

39,622 

6,896 

71,525 

9,743 

29^06 

1,418 

47.978 

2,628 

56,280 

4,335 

19,050 

2,749 

541,546        65,834 


rOPVLATIOM  1811. 


Males*       Fewwles. 


33,171 

57,360 

56.208 

50,756 

1 10,844 

103,310 

63,433 

91,494 

179,553 

57,717 

84,777 

124,839 

129,546 

46,404 

55,023 

20,402' 

181,925 

394,104 

73,366 

109,*707 

433,036 

25,715 

138.076 

68,279 

80,385 

79,057 

59,140 

7,931 

96.038 

141,449 

118,434 

148,758 

lllj,866 

151,811 

93,775 

104,487 

22,902 

91,560 

78,261 

81,205 

77,505 

321,651 


i,555,257 


17,467 
18,522 
23,793 
36,080 
23,241 
31,129 
*22,7I2 
39,378 
14.308 
24,760 
27,453 
10,571 


37,042 

60,917 

61,442 

50,353 

116,190 

113,357 

70,31 1 

93,993 

203,755 

66,976 

95,028 

127,634 

148,990 

47.669 

56,631 

21,806 

188,960 

434,205 

77  053 

11<844 

517,006 

25,559 

153,906 

73.074 

91,776 

83,843 

60,064 

8,449 

98,662 

161,731 

126,913 

147,765 

122,033 

172,040 

95,470 

11-4,406 

23,084 

102,268 

82,740 

86,148 

80.699 

331,351 


4.944,143 


Total, 


289,414 


1?,625 
19,228 
26,539 
41,137 
25,'J73 
33.111 
23,806 
41,890 
16,616 
25,846 
33,162 
'11,228 


70,213 
118,277 
117,650 
101,109 
227,031 
216,667 
133,744 
185,487 
383,308 
124,693 
179,805 
252,473 
.278,536 

94,073 
111,654 

42,208 
370,885 
828,309 
150,419 
222.551 
950,042 

51,274 
291,982 
141,353 
172,161 
162,900 
119,204 

16,330 
194,700 
303,181 
245,347' 
296,5}23 
233,899 
323,851 
189.245 
218,893 

45,986 
193,838 
161,001 
167,353 
158,204 
653,002 


9,499,400 


317,966 


37,092 
37.750* 
50.332 
77,217 
49.019 
64,240 
46,518 
81,268 
30,924 
50,606 
60,6r5 
21.799 


607,380 


T 
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[ISC 


SCOTLAND. 


SaiRii. 


Aberdeen     ...... 

Aifyii 

Ayr 

Banff 

Berwick    

Bute 

Caithness , 

Clackminan    .. 

Dnikibarton 

DiiiDfnes 

Ed^borgh  

torfBLr  

Haddinftoa 

Ifiverness.. ...... 

Kincardine  

Kinross 

Khrkcndbrigbt.. 

Lanark..... 

linlitbgow   

Nairn  •... 

Orkney  £c  Shetland 

Peebles 

Perth    „..t.. 

R*-nfrew   

Ko$9  &  Cromarty., 

Roxburgh 

SclkTk , 

Stirling     , 

Sutherland  

Wigtown ., 


Totals, 734,581 


POPULATION  1801. 


MiUes,       Femahs, 


55,625 
33,767 
39,666 
16,06'J 
14,294 

5.552 
10,183 

5,064 

9,796 
25,407 
54,224 
11,763 
42,052 
45,4BI 
13,89ir 
33,801 
12,104 

3,116 
13,619 
68,100 

8,129 

8,639 
.20,793 
•  4,160 
58,808 
36,068 
25.494 
15,813 

2,356 
23,875 
10,425 
10,570 


67,457 
38,092 
44,640 
'19,740 
16,327 

6,239 
12,426 

5,794 
10,914 
29,190 
f.8,750 
14,942 
50,791 
53,666 
16,096 
40,491 
14,245 

3,609 
15,592 
78,599 

9,715 

4,618 
26,031 

4,575 
67,558 
41,988 
29,849 
17,869. 

2,714 

26,950 

12,692 

•12,348 


864,487 


ToiaL 


123,082 
71,859 
64.396 
35,807 
30,^21 
11,791 
22,609 
10,858 
20,710 
54,597 

122,954 
26,705 
93,743 
99,127 
29,986 
74,292 
26,349 
6,725 
29;2H 

146,699 

17,844 

8,257 

46,824 

8,135 

126,366 
78,056 
55,343 
33,682 
5,070 
50,825 
23,117 
22,918 


1,599,068 


H 


13,821 
13,726 
19,648 

158. 

232 

810 
1,152 
3,479 
.  8,363 
25,490 
1,403 
7,529 
8,137 
1,178 
4,123 
1,090 

520 

4,473 

45,053 

1,607 


1,200 
8,727 
14,540 
5,510 
3,548 

819 
7,549 

512 
3,973 


1707 


6 

671 


208.180  2384     825,377 


POPULATION  1811. 


Maitt.       FemaleJi        Total 


60,973 
40.675 
48,506 
14,911 
14,466 

5,545 
10.608 

5,715 
11,369 
29,347 
64,903 
12,401 
45,968 
48,151 
14,232 
35,749 
12,580 

3,466 
15,788 
88,688 

8,874 

3,530 
20,151 

4,846 
64,034 
41*960 
27,640 
17,113 

2,750 

'  27,745 

10,488 

12,205 


75,930 
44,910 
55,448 
19,189 
16,313 

6,488 
12,811 

6,295 
12,820 
33,613 
83,541 
15,707 
55,304 
59,113 
16,932 
42,666 
1.4,859 

3,779 

17,896 

103,064 

10,577 

4,721 
26,002 

5,089 
71.059 
50,636 
33,213 
20,117 

3,139 
30,429 
13,141 
14,686 


136,903 
85,585 

103,954 
34,100 
30,779 
12,033 
23,419 
12,010 
24,189 
62,960 

148,444 
28,108 

101,272 

107,264 
31,164 
78,415 
27,439 
7,245 
33,684 

191,752, 

19,451 

8,251 

46,153 

9,935 

135,093 
92,596 
60,853 
37,23d 
5,889 
58,174 
23,629 
26,891 


979,487  1 1,804,864  I 


SUMMARY. 


POPULATION  1801. 

■^1 

it 

^1 

POPULATION  1811.                    1 

MaUi. 

Females. 

TotaL 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

England  ........«.•• 

Wales 

3,987,935 
257,178 
734,581 
470,598 

4,343,499 
284,368 
864,487 

8,331,434 
54l,54t'» 

l,599,06f 
470,598 

1,167,966 

65.834 

208,180 

169,902 

2384 

4,555,257 
289,414 
825,377 
640,500 

4,944,143 
317,966 
979,487 

9,499,400 
607,380 

1,804,864 
640,500 

Scotland 

Army,  Navy,  &c... 

.  Totals  

5.450,292 

5,492,^354 

10,942,646 

1,611,882 

2384 

6,310,548 

6,241,596 

12,552,144 

REMARKS, 

1.  In  order  that  the  Comparative  Statement  of  the  Population  of  the  several  Counties  in  IQOl  and 
1811  might  be  made  as  perfect  as  the  present  state  of  the  Returns  of  181 1  permits,  the  few^ outstanding 
deiU:ieDcies  have  been  supplied  from  the  Returns  of  1801 ;  and  it  is  supposed  that  the  uncertainty  thence 

'  arising  can  scarcely  amount  to  a  Thousand  Persons  in  any  one  of  the  few  Incomplete  Countiea^  <^oe|>ting. 
«>nly  in  Monmouthshire  The  apparent  Diminution  in  Ban£bhire  chiefly  arises  from 'thn*etPlftisbts 
being  now  retnmed  wholly  in  neighbouring  Counties,  which  Parishes  in  1801  were  returned  partly^  •r 
wboliy  in  Banflshire.— 2.  TYte  Number  of  Male«  composing  the  Army,  Navy,  &c.  includes  the  Rsftik- 
lar  Army,  the  Artillery,  and  the  British  Regular  Militia,  all  according  to  the  latest  Returns  to  Parna- 
roent;  but  the  R^ments  of  Local  Militia,  which  were  embodied  for  Training  and  Exercise  on  the  27th 
May  1811,  have  been  ascribed  to  their  respective  Counties.    With  the  Navy  are  included  the  Royal 

-  Marmet :  and  lo  all  these  are  added  the  Seamen  employed  in  navigating  Registered  Vessels. 3.  The 

larger  Atotracu,  both  of  the  Enumeration  and  ParisIT  Register  Returns,  will  be  presented  to  Parliament 
when  the  respective  Returns  shall  have  been  completed ;  in  furtherance  of  which  purpose.  Letters  ind 
Blank  Schedules  have  been  dispatched  to  all  the  Places  where  any  Deficieocy  it  supposed  to  exist *r-« 
J«th  January  1812.  Jno.  Rickmak. 
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W2    HOUSB  OF  COMMONS, 

King's  Household  Bill,]  Mr.  Lutk' 
ingtan  appeared  at  the  bar,  with  the  Re- 
port of  the  Resolutions  relathre  to  the  ar- 
Tfingemefi^  of  h»  i4ftjesty'9  Hoosehold. 
Qa  theqiM^stioa  tbatthn  Report  t^  brought 
«ip» 

Mr.  Grt^ry  ro^eaod  s^id,  |he  riffl^thon. 
I|i9  Cbanc^Uor  of  the  Exchequef « if  he  ^n^ 
disf  f  too4  him  cprrectly^  hi^d  c|lf;alated  that 
the  aqm  of  120  or  1 30^000/.  Would  cover 
'  «ny  deficieBcy  of  the  Ciril  list.     This  he 
ifi^ad^d  U>  supply  by  a  contiributioo  from 
tjis  Droits  of  the  Admiralty.    Against  such 
1^  Qiewrei  be  must  ^ter  his  protest.    The 
ti^ht  hon,  gentleman  had  qo  right,  ai  a 
i|iioister  of  the  croifvn,  tQ  dole  out  those 
funds  aiS  he  tbo.ught  fit ;  they  were  strictly 
Ihe  property  pf  the  subjects  of  this  coun- 
try, and  ought  this  year  to  be  brought 
iDio  the  (Supply.     He  would  not  enter 
into  the  siibject  noiy,  because  an  boo.  and 
levpied  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Brougham)  had 
^hr^jsdy  giren  notice  o(  a  motion  respect- 
ing the  Dipits  of  Admiralty.  When  parlia- 
fnent  gave  to  his  Majesty  SOOfiOOl.  per 
|ti|n.  for  the  Civil  l4st>  they  little  imagined 
ibat  a  liind  of  S  millions  additional  ^re- 
fnained  behind.    They  little  expected  to 
have  heard  it  laid  down  as  law,  that  8  mil- 
.  lion  of  the  Droits  of  Admiralty,  was  as 
inoch  the  property  of  his  Majesty,  as  the 
estate  of  any  gentleman  in  that  m^ise  be- 
'  longed  to  him.    The  House  liad  come  to 
ihe  determination  of  granting  the  Prince 
Jtegent  100,0001    He  did  not  object  to 
that;    but  when  they  had  given  him  the 
full  measure  which  wa^  demanded,  it  was 
not  right  that  he  should  have  it  in  his 
•power,  if  any  rapacious  adviser  should  so 
^direct  him*  previous  to  a  declaration  of 
•war,  (he  would  suppose  with  America,)  to 
•weep  th^  ships  oi  that  country  from  the 
sea,' and  thus  pqt  mijlions  of  inoney  into 
his  pocket.    Ther^  was  hn^ther  point,  <^ 
minor  importaafte,  which  .he  also  thought 
it  iiecQss^ry  to  ootioe ;  he  meant  the  Lee- 
ward Island  Duties.    These  also,  he  con- 
tended,  were  the  property  of  the^  public, 
and  should  be  brought  ip  aid  of  the  sup- 
ply,   ^is  present  Majesty,  he  was  aware, 
IW  BQt  i^xen  them  up;   but  they  had 
^MOB  giaen  up  by  Queen  Anne,  and  by 
Oeor^  the  First  and  Second.    When  a 
new>^reement  vfii  about  to  be  made,  it 
was  mgii)    th^    tbese    di3puted    matters 
ahould  be  settled ;  and,  before  the  Civil 
list  act  .was  passed,  the  House  ought  to 
€ome  to  a  plain  odder&tanding  oh  these 
two  grei^t  queslioiiB.  J^  those   ina^ters 
rnt^  fWS^UifjaiUd  at  present,  they  were  not 
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ppodoctive  of  so  mach  benefit  to  the 
crofrn,  as  of  evil  to  the  public.  What 
were  they  to  think,  when  they  saw  those 
funds  ^  constant  iioarce  of  corrupt  in- 
flnence;  when  they  beheld  the  law  officers 
stand  up  and  talk  of  the  sacred  claim» 
whipb  the  crowp  bad  on  them,  and  yet 
l;^held  ministers  divide  them  among  their 
relations  and  dependants  ?  He  alluded,  to 
the  Leeward  Island  Duties,  the  property  of 
the  public,  which  were  parcelled  out 
among  the  miniiAers  and  their  adherents. 
This  be  was  ready .  to  prove,  aad»  at  a 
future  day,  he  wonftd  submit  a  motion  to 
the  House  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Brand  stated,  that  be  entirely  coin^ 
cided  in  what  had  fallen  from  the  last 
speaker ;  his  opinion  decisively  was,  that 
the  Droiu  of  Adi^iraky  ought  to  be  given 
up  for  the  benefit  of  the  public.  This 
question,  however,  was  now  in  the  hands 
of*an  boo.  aqd  learned  friend  of  his,  quite 
able  to  do  it  justice.  He  now  wished  to 
advert  to  another  subject, ttie  arrangements 
of  the  household.  By  the  (Han  of  the 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^ 
it  was  proposed  to  vote  170,000/.  to  the 
support  and  maintenance  of  the  king  and 
queen.  This  he  thought  a  most. immode- 
rate sum.  With  .respect  to  the  means  of 
supplying  this  expenditure,  lOOiOOO/.  wa# 
to  be  tu^en  from  the  Civil  list,  and 
70,000/.  to  be  provided  by  a  vote  of  par- 
liament. This  vote  he  professed  his  in- 
tention of  opposing  in  every  stage.  He 
thought  that  instead  of  the  double  transfer 
from  the  Prince's  income  to  the  Civil 
List,  and  from  the  Civil  List  to  bta 
Majesty's  household,  it  was  much  better 
that  there  should  have  been  but  one, 
were  it  only  for  the  aake  of  avoiding 
complexity.  He  was  far  from  vn$b^ 
ing  that  the  Pripce  Regent  should  not  en-  . 
joy  every  facility  for  discharging  all  en* 
gagements  on  his  justice  or  his  honour, 
but  it  certainly  did  appear  that  his  Royal 
Highness  would,  upon  a  full  balance,  ren* 
ceive  70,000/.  per  annum  more  than  hit 
Majesty  had  been  accustomed  to  receive. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  said,  that 
be  did  not  clearly  comprehend  what  it 
was  that  he  was  called  mpon  to  explain  by 
the  hoB.  gentleman.  He  did  not  even 
know  after  all  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
B^,  whether  bpth  their  views  of  the 
subject  were  not  alike.  The  hpn^  ffenUe* 
BMua,  liowever,  teamed  to  labour  under  one 
particul^  error,  which  was,  that 70^000/. 
^a^iditioQitl  wu  demanded  from  the  public 
,for  the  establbhment  of  liis  Jl^Mtsty's 
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household  alone.  The  fact  was  that  the 
additional  70,000/.  was  granted  in  ^iew  of 
the  establishments  both  bf  his  Majesty 
and  the  Prince  Regent ;  atid  when  Ihe 
hon.  gentleman  had  candidly  declared, 
that  he  did  not  thiitk  sach  an  additional 
grant  extraya^ant,  he  was  at  a  lote  to  con- 
ceive the  aim  or  strength  of  his  objection. 
If  he  understood  it  at  all,  it  must  h4ve 
been  that  the  hon.  gentleman  complained 
of  the  ^ditional  grant  of  70,000/.  when 
the  Civil  List  was  given  over  to  thepVince 
Regent  in  a  diminisheii  state  of  50,000/. 
He  should  endeavour,  as  briefly  and  ex- 
plicitly as  he  could,  to  explain  what  he 
said  hst^  night  on  this  ooint ;  and  ht 
hoped  that  the  hon.  member  would  then 
see  the  state  of  the  case  in  a  satisfactory 
manner.  In  the  first  place,  100,000/.  was 
to  be  taken  from  the  Civil  List,  which. 
With  the  70,000/.  additional  grant,  would 
be  appropriated  for  the  establishment  of 
the  king.  To  supply  part  of  this  defi- 
ciency of  100,000/.  in  the  Civil  List, 
50,000/.  was  to  be  taken  ffom  the  Estdie- 
quer  revenue  of  the  Heir  Apparent,  and 
added  to  it ;  and  instead  of  extiAKUishin^ 
the  residue  of  this  revenue,  53,006/.  of  it 
were  to  be  continued  to  be  received  by 
the  Prince  Regent,  and  the  other^  17,000/. 
were  to  eo  as  usual  to  the  Princess.  So 
that  in  fact  the  diminution  of  the  Civil 
Lis)  was  in  Contemplation  of  the  inofe 
contracted  expehces  which  the  smaller 
family  of  the  Prince  Regent  would  only 
render  necessary  ;  and  the  continuance  of 
the  53,000/.  to  the  Prince  Resent  of  his 
Exchequer  allowance,  was  in  the  view  of 
Its  being  just  and  necessary  for  his  Royal 
Highness  to  satisfy  those  honourable  obli- 
gations at  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
hinted,  Jhe  cause  of  adding  the  50,0Q0/. 
from  the  Exchequer  allowance,  to  meet 
the  deficiency  of  the  Civil  List,  was  to 
satisfy  the  ^ordinary  charges  of  Lord 
Steward,  LoVd  Chamberlain,  and  others, 
osnally  paid  out  of  that  fund.  This  was' 
all  the'explanation  which  he  had  to  ofifer 
the  hon.  gentleman  on  that  part  of  il^e 
sabject. — ^Another  hon.  gentleman  had 
made  some  observations  on  the  appropria- 
-tioa  of'  the  Droits  of  the  Admiralty,  to 
satisfy  the  general  deficiency  of  the  Cjf  il 
List;  and  bad  alluded^  with  ho  liltle  Oe-; 
-^ee  of  severity,  to  what  he  called  the  dls^? 
tribution  of  ihat  species  of  property,  by 
ministers  apong  their  relatives,  and  de- 
Modants.  If  a  history  of  tbe  grants  m%de  i 
from  this  fund  should  be  required  hypar- 
liament,  he  had'lbr  hiinisdf  to  'say,^tnat  he 


wqqM  give  every  iofbrraatimi  ia  hit  powef 
on  the  sub»ect«  in  the  follestand  frntt 
manneh  But  he  most  say^  that  ke  naVer 
heanl  ahy  of  the  grants  nuMle  from  thai 
fiind  Imiipkd?erte4  on  befare  with  aoj 
particular  te^ty  in  that-Hoaea.  Thara 
cem^ly  trt»  ona  grant  to  ab  oflker,  (sifr 
Home  Peiphara),  which  #as  argaad^ipafi 
before,  and  h^  gone  through  a  con- 
siderable deal  of  discaHton;  and  wliich 
grant  was  made  to  lhat  officer  aAder  tha 
idea  of  ibe  peculiar'  prcswfra  of  fottaa 
arising  from  tat^iiiret  and  other  soaroaa* 
Bat  as  to  any  graats  from  minislers  to  tha 
rehitives  or  dependanti  of  mBMstew^  ha 
would  venture  to  say,  that  with  tha  o»* 
caption  of  this  12,000/.  there  was  no  sach 
thing.  There  cerUinly  was  bo  ffiaiit 
which  coatd  justify  the  hoa.  member  kk 
making  against  miimters  that  chtt^aaf 
abusive  distribution  of  this  pre|>«cty>  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  httd  thought  proper  to 
throw  out  against  thete.  The  boa.  gaatia^ 
man  stated,  that  whenever  the  {awofficeia 
of  the  crown  mentioned  this  pn^rt^, 
they  considered  it  as  the  aacted  and  piiw 
vate property  of  the  ci'own;  and  vetihii 
tbe  minfiBters,iA  d^ance  of  Mch  ^hnaiw 
tions,  dealt  it  out  tb  Acir  tetawfasaiid^e- 
pend^hts.  For  his  pat;!  he  t^M  ata«a>  audi 
he  did  not  kncfw  whether  it  was  to  bhn  a 
"misfortune  or  a  mertt^  that  for  iftie  tan 
four  years  and  a  half  thlit%a%ad^cea1ti 
administration,  neither  htmsetf,  acfr  oflu  «tf 
his  relatives  or  cOnnectiot»,  h^  'ff<Mf^c4 
on^  single  fbitling  of  tbik  tabh^.  it  was 
his  duty,  however,  to  stat<?,  aitd  it  Htu  alio 
but  justice  to'hn  predecessotra  fo  My, 'that 
if  any  man  auppoaed  that  thoteo  ftnds^  (he 
meatit  the  Brats  of  the  AdtaiAiDy,  antt 
the  4|  per  cenU  duties,  to  Which  tttfe 
hon.  gentteman  h^  likewise  atkided) 
had  been .  miiapplitd,  be  did  not  wish  tb 
Iteep  any  such  mitopplicitioh  tetftm  tha 
knowledge  of  parliameht,  by  ^resiMudg  ttiy 
iOqoiry  which  gentlem^ti  might  JchbM^  Co. 
institute  for  that  purpoto.  For'hfsdIvHi 
part,  hoVvever,  he  begj^d  again  t<Aieielar^, 
that  ttot  dne  forthiuff  from  those  lands  hlfd 
ever  been  received  by  him. 

Mr.  Cttevey,  in  explanation,  stated,  Aat 
he  had  confined  his  obserratibns  to  th^  «| 
per  cent.  fbnd.  'He  would  pledge  hhxiself 
to  proVe  th^t  gi'anta  had  beeti  tatede. 

The  Chancellor  qf  ike  ExctlKgiitr  de- 
ceived that  the  hon.  gentlaYnan  meiint  the 
observation  to  be  getierally  applt^/fofrte 
he  nhderstoOd'hihi  in  tttmi. 

gr.  Brtnd  fe-l^ated  hl^btjetltlorii,  ttdt« 
ilandlh'g  Ote'eiiplaiiatitfii  of  iha  i1|^t 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


191]    HOUaE  OF  COMMONS, 

hon.  gentleman,  to  the  additional  grant  of 
70,000/.  to  the  Prince  Regent. 

Mt*.  Yorke  obserred,  that  of  the  10,0001^ 
which  his  Royal  Highness  received  from 
the  exchequer,  a  sum  of  17,000/.  was  paid 
to*  her  royal  highness  the  Princess  of 
Wales,  and  the  difference  between  those 
two  sums  remained  at  the-disposal  of  the 
Prince  Regent.  • 

Mr.  Fremaniie  was  disposed  to  vote  any 
sum  which  could  contribute  to  the  com- 
fort of  his  Majesty ;  but  he  must  object  to 
the  manner  in  which  that  splendour  and 
comfort  was  proposed  to  be  afforded,  and 
to  creating  a  new  Civil  List  revenue.  He 
wished  to  know^  why  the  whole  of  the 
Civil  List  establishment  was  not  transfer- 
red to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent. 
Was  it  from  any  distrust  of  the  Prince  that 
it  was  not  to  be  so  transferred  ?  Did  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  suppose  that  his 
Royal  Highness  would  not  render  all  the 
comforts  to  his  royal  father  and  sovereign 
of  which  he  stood  in  need  ?  If  it  was  ne- 
cessary, he  would  give  his  Royal  High- 
ness 3  01"  400,000/.  in  addition  to  the  Civil 
List,  if  that  could  contribute  to  the  happi- 
ness of  his  Majesty.  Such  a  regulation  as 
the  one  he  now  proposed  would  be  infi- 
nitely more  advantageous  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Sheridan  wished  to  say  a  few  words 
respecting  the  Message  of  the  Prince  in 
the  year  J  805,  mentioned  last  night.  It 
appeared  that  this  Message  had  not  only 
been  misunderstood  by  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  but  that  it 
had  also  been  misunderstood  out  of  doors, 
and  in  particular,  that  the  editor  of  a  very 
respectable  morning  paper,  the  Morning 
Chronicle,  had  fallen  into  precisely  the 
tame  mistake.  With  the  permission  of 
the  House  he  would  read  the  passage  he 
alluded  to — 

The  Speaker  wished  to  know  whether 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  meant  to  make  a 
complaiut  against  the  person  alluded  to, 
because  it  was  rathfer  a  novel  thinjp^  to  in- 
troduce new^apers,  and  make  references 
to  them  in   the   manner  the  right  hon. 

Smtleman  had  done.  In  reminding^  the 
ouse  of  the  novelty  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  proceeding,  he  had  performed 
bis  duty,  and  it  was  ^r  them  to  decide 
whether  the  right  hon.  gentleman  should 
go  on  or  desist. 

Mr.  SheridoM  said,  he  vvoold  not  urge  the 

matter  farther.    He  hoped  his  conduct  had 

always  been  sufficiently  respectful  to  the 

.  Chair  and  the  House.    He  could  assure  the 

Speaker,  boweTer^  that  in  the  coarse  of 
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his  psu-liamentary  life,  he  had  frequently 
known  notice  taken  of  minor  misrepresen- 
tations out  of  doors,  without  the  smallest 
intention  of  founding,  any  specific  com- 
plaint on  them. 

The  leaker  said,  if  such  was  the  plea- 
sure of  the  House,  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man would  proceed. 

On  this  there  were  a  few  cries  of  ques- 
tion !  and  the  s»ubject  was  dropped.  Th« 
Resolutions  were  then  agreed  to,  and  a 
Bin  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  there- 
upon. 

Committee  of  Supply — Miscellane- 
ous Services.]  The  House  havii)g  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  Supply, 

Mr.  Yorke  said,  that  in  the  present  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country,  it  would  not 
be  expedient  to  reduce  the  number  of  sea- 
men ;  and  he  should  propose  to  the  House, 
therefore,  that  the  same  number  be  voted 
for  tlUs  year  as  for  the  last.  He  then 
moved, 

1.  "That  li5,000.men  be  employed 
for  the  sea  service  for  the  year  1812,  in- 
cluding 51,400  royal  marines : 

2.  "That  a  sum  not  exceeding  5,545,875/. 
be  granted  for  wages  of  the  said  men,  for 
15  months  at  the  rate  of.  1/.  15s.  Od,  per 
man  per  month : 

5.  "That  4,455,512/.-  10*.  be  granted 
for  victualling  the  same  : 

4.  "That  5,675,750/.  be  granted  for 
wear  and  tear  of  the  ships : 

5.  "  That  659,750/.  be  granted  for  ord- 
nance for  sea  service  on  board  the  said 
ships.'' — Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wharton  then  moved  the  following 
Miscellaneous  Services  for  the  year  1812, 
which  were  agreed  to« 
For  the  relief  of  Ameri-      £,       j.    d. 

can  LoyalisU 20,000    0    O 

For  the  relief  of  the  Tou- 

lonese  and  Corsican  £mi- 

granU 12,000    0    O 

For  the  relief  of  the  St. 

Domingo  Sufferers 8,000    0    O 

For  the  relief  of  the  Dutch 

EmigranU  5,800    0    O 

For  the  relief  of  the  suf- 
fering Clergy  and  Laity 

of  France 125,152    2    O 

For  the  relief  of  the  French 

Emigrant  Laity  resident 

in  Jersey  and  Guernsey  5,411  16  O 
For  the  relief  of  the  poor 

French  Refugee  Laity..  4,7Q1  12  O 
For  the  relief  of  the  poor 

French  Befugee  Clergy     1,718    4    O 
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Vv  Prft(|8t|||it  DigsenUng 
Ml.i»ister«  in  Irelj^iid    ,,•         SOO    Q    0 

For  ProtestJUHt  Pl^eatiog 
Minit^n  io  Eagland...      1,700    Q    0 

JFor  definE^ing  the  charge 
of  t|ie  wiperiBtendeiiG^ 
of  Aliens 8,050  {^    ^ 

For  d«tfraying  the  ex-> 
f^wce  >of  the  PuJ;»tic  Of- 
fices   Sow   Street;    for 

aia i?>QpQ  ^0 

For  defraying  the  ex- 
pence  of  confining,  rnain- 

^iaiogx  and  empiloyii^g 

ConTiols  «Lt  hpme   7Q|8QQ    Q    0 

F^t  defraying    Ibe    eji- 

fmnce  of  Law  Charges..    iOfiO^    P    0 
For  defraying  the  extra- 

qrd'mary  expenses  tl^t 

may  be  incurred  for  Pro* 

pet^utxot^  &C«  i:e}ating 

to  ib^  Coin  of  this  king- 

4on '(^POO    0    Q 

To  dofray  the  charge  of 
»    Printinig  for  the  Hpusa 

i)f  j4>Fda^  an^for  print- 

ii^  Aets.of  Padi^iQ^t, 

ft»r  the  present  Si^f^ioii,,   91,000    0    0 
For  defraying   ^he    e& 


ponce  of  printing  Bills, 
iUpopUt  ^n^  other 


t^er  Pa- 

p^rsi   by  order. of  tho 

Hmm  of  Compaqps,  duf* 

ing  tbe  prosent  S^siion*.  16,0P0  0  0 
For  d^frftying   Vhe    ex- 

pence. of  priqtipg  the 

V^tes  of  the  Hq(4^  of 

Commons    dMfipg   thfi 

predopt  sessipo    .........      2>0OQ    6    0 

ToqMike  good  the  de6r 

eioficy  of  the  Gr^i^  of 

ItU,  for  dqirayiog  tbe 

.HHpenceof printing  BilU, 

iteporM,  and  Q^her  Pa- 

»€!*.♦ ,.-MM-      4>i67     6     p 

Mfs  Tmney  begged  leave  to  t^e  this 
Upporl^ity^f  eMIi^g  the  atte;niion  pf  t(>e 
fiime  to  <wh9t  fq^peared  to  him  to  be  a 
moat  atepioful  wsi^  pf  the  public  i^oqey. 
{ie  fll^dfii  to  the  ^i^av^gagt  n^apner  ip 
wilich  plans  and  plat^  w^x^  pri^led^  aqd 
B^Qfdarly  to  those  of  the  j^ogs  of  Ir^- 
Imit  which,  w^ie  fxec^i^ted  in  a  mannor 
i^ilher  calculated  to  adorn  la  library  ti^an 
to  lAS^M^I  Hdemb^rs  ip  the  sMbj^ctthey 
W^re  iotoiyied  to  Ulimrate.  The  eippence 
was^bnQOme  9Q  h^w^,  tbut  bo  was  sure  be 
^bmU  kfi  piirdpm4  Hov  troul)}^  tjie  Q^- 
SMlt^imlb*  sid^t. 

(VOL,  XXI.) 
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The  %aitcr  said^  that  tbe  CommiUee 
bad  every  reason  to  b^  obliged  to  the 
right  bon.  gentlemaA  for  calling  their  ^» 
tention  to  the  subje^.  The  fact  was^  that 
great  extravagance  had  prevailed  in  that 
departmeijit  at  digerent  tinies.  H^  sup* 
po^4  4^  Ch^if W;¥  of  the  Comniitteo 
ipust  have  been  generally  imposed  on. 
The  House  had  already  taken  notice  of 
these  expensive  plans,  and  determined  as 
a  check  m  fu^^re^  tb^t  i^ot^iag  should  bf 

P' ijou?* 

Hi  a,    la 

fu  8  ba4 

ta  ^0  apy 

tn  I  wbeiji 

tfl  se  tba^ 

it  to  the 

p;  e  sca(^ 

ol  it  ws^ 

ii  .  ^.  jinally 

upon  a  much  larger  plan ;  on  his  ol](jectf> 
ing  tp  it  a  smaller  one  was  adopted,  ac;- 
coropanied  at  the  ss^ne  tin^e  by  a  state- 
ment that  a  smaller  one  Would  no.t  be 
fiufiicient  to  explain  the  subject  to  th^ 
House.  Undoubtedly,  if  it  was  necessary 
to  n^ark  all  the  subdivisions,  a  sfpaller 
could  not  well  be  adapted,  and  the  Coiiv- 
mittee  might  recollect  that  they  were  ei^« 
ecMt^d  un^er  the  parliamcntai;y  coipmisr 
sioners  appointed  by  the  act  for  the 
Drainage  of  Bog^  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  TUru/cif  said,  ))e  did  not  impute  ai\y 
thing  to  tbo  right  bon.  gentleman,  whi^se 
conpuct  be  was  certain  was  perfectly 
propi^r  on  the  occasion;  but  he  thought  it 
his  4i4ty  tp  call  their  ^tei|tipn  to  the  fact 
itself.  Some  me^s  of^ght  to  be  devisefl 
by  Parliaipent  to  prevent  the  recorrence 
of  such  practices. 

•  Mr-  FUz^ald  said  tl^at  he  hj»d  heard 
the  subjeot  ^  good  (|eal  discussed  l^y  the 
comniissioliers,  whose  opinions  seeme^  tp 
be,  that  a  smaller  plan  woul4  not  ^nsiver 
i)ie  pt|rpose* 

T4o  Speaker  expf i^sed  a  hope,  th^t  what 
bad  p^^sed  t^iat  night  would  make  si^ch  an 
impression  on  the  minds  of  gentlemep  who 
were  ^ppoin(^d  Chairmen  of  Committees, 
as^  would  ca}l  fh^r  attention  partic/^larly 
to  the  subject. 

Mr.  Whitbr^d  jbegged  leave,  before  the 
Chairmf^i  left  the  chair,  to  put  a  question' 
iwbich  he  fe^fed  should  rather  bs^ve  bee^ 
proposed  w^ejA  ^))e  vote  for  the  seam^ 
yi^  pr^po^.  The  subject,  boweyef* 
had  excited  so  much  agitation  in  the  pub- 
lic «a^,  t)^t  1^  traste4  be  ihouh)  be 
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permitted  to  put  it  in  the  present  inftance. 
He  did  not  mean  to  throw  any  blame  upon 
any  individual  whatever,  but  he  wished 
the  right  hon.  gentleman '  would  state  to 
the  House  why  those  two  great  ships,  the 
St.  George  and  Defence,  t^ad  been  left  in 
such  a  situation  as  had  caused  their  loss, 
and  by  what  means  that  loss  was  occa- 
sioned. 

Mr.  Y&rke,  evid)ently  much  afiected,  re- 
plied, that  with  regard  to  the  loss  incurred 
It  was  certainly  but  too  true.  The  ships 
And  the  stores  were  of  little  importance, 
but  the  number  of  gallant  lires  destroyed 
by  that  unfortunate  accident  was  import- 
Bnt  indeed.  With  regard  to  the  cir<;um- 
stances  by  which  we  had  sustained  so 
great  a  loss,  they  were  entirely  owing  to 
ttiose  accidents  of  wind  and  weather  which 
it  was  impassible  to  foresee  and  to  pro- 
Tide  against.  The  ship  Hero,  the  loss  of 
which  we  had  also  to  lament,  was  cast 
awa3%  owing,  he  believed  among  other 
causes,  to  a  ^ult  in  the  navigation,  and  not 
making  allowance  for  the  current  which 
prevailed  in  those  seas.  It  wsts  a  matter 
that  deserved  consideration,  ii\  order  to 
correct  the  error  in  the  navigation  in  the 
Korth  Roads,  and  by  that  means  to  pro- 
vide against  such  occurrences  bereatter. 
With  regard  to  the  ships  alluded  to  in 
the  hon.  gentleman's  question,  he  could 
state  that  orders  were  issued  from  the.  Ad- 
miralty, directing  that  no  ships  should  re* 
main  in  the  North  Seas  after  the  1st  of 
November.  The  weather  however  pre« 
vented  the  convoy  from  arriving  until 
the  I7tb  of  that  month.  In  the  storm  oae 
of  the  vessels  fell  foul  of  the  other,  which 
by,  the  shock  lost  its  rudder.  After  the 
Defence  was  sunk,  the  St.  George  was 
^driven  on  shore,  but  expectations  were  en* 
tertained  of  her  weathering  out  the  storm, 
so  much  so  that  the  admiral  did  not  shift 
bis  flag,  as  he  might  have  done.  Unfor- 
tunately, however,  those  expectations 
were  not  realized.  As  to  the  detention  of 
the  convoy,  it  was  owing  entirely  to  the 
state  of  the  weather ;  and  so  far  was  the 
admiralty  from  being  to  blame,  that  many 
applications  were  made  for  convoys  to 
the  Baltic,  at  a  later  period,  and  were  re- 
fused. 

Mr.  WkUbread  repeated  that  be  did  not 
mean  to  impute  the  slightest  blame  to  any 
individual.  He  was  perfectly  satisfied 
witb  the  riffht  hon.  gentleman's  statemi^nt, 
and  with  the  feeUng  which  he  manifested 
•n  the  occasion. 

Mr.  HtucMuon  bquired  whether  it  was 


the  intention  of  ministers  to  make  any 
alteration!  in  the  establishment  ef  the 
Royal  Marines,  so  as  to  answer  the  rea- 
sonable expectations  of  that  most  useful 
corps.  If  not,  he  should,  on  a  future 
day,  submit  a  motion  on  the  subject  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  Yorkc  replied,  that  as  he  should 
have  another  and  a  better  opportunity  of 
entering  into  the  subject,  he  did  not  now 
think  it  necessary  to  give  any  direct  an- 
swer. 

Nightly  Watch  and  Police  of  the 
Metropolis.]  Mr.  Secretary  "Ryder  ^9i\^, 
that  in  rising  to  move  for  a  Committee  to 
examine  into  the  State  of  the  Nightly 
Watch  of  the  Metropolis,  he  did  not  feel  it 
necessary  to  enter  at  anv  great  length  into 
the  reasofis  by  which  be  was  induced  to 
bring  forward  such  a  motion.  At  the 
same  time,  he  felt  himself  justified  in 
stating,  that  if  the  expediency  of  the 
measure  rested  upon  the  late  horrible 
murders  alone,  by  which  iwo  whole  fami- 
lies had  been  completely  exterminated, 
the  atrocity  of  thosoft  crimes  would  in 
themselves  have  afibrded  a  sufficient 
ground.  It  was  true  that  no  system  of 
police  could  prevent  the  commission  of 
such  murders,  while  there  were  persons 
vile  and  absmdoned  enough  to  commit 
them,  under  such  circumstances  of  dextrous 
depravity ;  but  as  a  better  regulation  of 
the  Nigiitly  Watch  must  have  a  tendency 
to  diminish  the  chances,  it  was  right  that 
it  should  be  resorted  to.  Those  gentle- 
men wbo  had  seen  other  countries,  and 
attended  to  their  internal  situation  and 
government,^  must  know  that  even  in 
places  where  the  peace  was  committed  to 
the  care  of  an  armed  police,  a  police  fur- 
nished with  all  those  powers,  with  which 
under  a  despotism  it  was  possible  to  fiir- 
nish  it,  without  any  regard  to  the  pre- 
judices of  the  people;  they  must  know,  that 
even  in  such  places  and  under  such  regu- 
lations, atrocities  such  as  those  were  com- 
mitted almost  nightly,  without  exciting  any 
of  those  deep  impressions  under  which  the 
mind  of  this  country  at  present  suBered  ; 
and  it  might  be  regarded  as  a  proof,  that 
few  acts  of  the  kind  were  committed  here^ 
when  they  looked  to  the  consternation 
excited  in  the  present  instance.  •  It  cer* 
tainly  was  tme,  that  for  the  last  three  or 
four  noBths,  oftnces,  though  not  altoge- 
ther of  so  horrid  a  description,  were  mul- 
tiplied beyond  the  experience  of  former 
years;  and  thoogb  many  accounts  bid 
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gpt  into  the  public  prints  which  were  tniet 
ina^y  alto  that  had  appeared  w^re  ex- 
aggerated, and  many  utterly  false.  He 
knew  not  whether  the  gentlemen  around 
faim  were  acquainted  with  the  law  by 
Vrhich  the  Nightly  Watch  was  regulated. 
la  former  times  each  parish  provided  for 
itself,  and  it  was  not  until  the  year  1774, 
that  parliament  had  interfered,  and  passed 
an  act  which  applied  only  to  fifteen  of 
the  most  populous  parishes.  By  that  act, 
directors  and  trustees  were  appointed, 
under  whose  controu),  the  watch,  the 
patrole  nnd  the  beadles,  were  all  placed, 
ai^d  who  were  entrusted  also  with  the 
power  of  assessing  the  rates  upon  each 
parish.  It  was  no  wonder  that  this  act 
•hottld  be  found  insufficient  at  the  present 
day,  when  they  considered  the  enormous 
increase  of  the  metropolis.  He  should 
not  trouble  the  House  by  attempting  to 
enumerate  the  rarious  instances  in  which 
the  provisions  of  this  act  were  evaded 
^d  neglected :  it  would  be  sufficient  to 
mention  one.  The  act  required  that  the 
trustees  should  appoint  none  but  **  able 
bodied  men''  to  guard  the  streets  at  night, 
and  he  would  leave  to  their  own  observa- 
tion to  decide  how  far  this  was  cpn^plied 
with.  He  had  been  credibly  infomied 
that  there  were  many  instances  in  which 
Ihose  who  were  too  old  to  earn  their 
bread,  were  appointed  to  the  situations  of 
watc(imen,  in  order  to  prevent  their  be- 
coming a  burden  to  the  parish.  These 
certainly  were  not  the  men  to  secure  the 
lives  and  properties  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  vest  metropolis.  And  if  the  House 
agreed  with  him  in  the  appointment  of 
the  Committee  for  which  he  should  move, 
\i  would  be  for  that  Committee  not  only 
lo  consider  the  act  of  parliament  he 
had  alluded  to,  but  also  the  variety  of 
local  acts  upon  the  same  subject.  It 
would  be  for  them  to  decide  whether  it 
was  advisable  to  alter  the  system  entirely, 
pr  whether  it  would  be  sufficient  to  en- 
force the  present  act  without  any  innova- 
tion. It  would  be  for  them  to  consider 
what  course  they  would  recommend,  and 
therefore  it  was  quite  unnecessary,  indeed 
it  would  be  unbecoming,  in  him  to  antici- 
pate that  by  proposing  any  asrange- 
Knt  of  his  own.  As  far,  however,  as  be 
)  thought  upon  the  subject,  he  had  no 
objection  to  state  generally,  that  he  rather 
inclined  tQ  the  notion  of  enforcing  the 
present  system  by  adequate  provisions^ 
than  of  having  recourse  to  any  new  act. 


state,  that  when  the  legislature  found  it 
necess^  to  turn  their  attention  to  this 
subject,  they  did  so  in  consequence  of  the 
variety  of  local  itcte .  applicable  to  each 
parish,  and  producing  a  confusion  which 
it  was  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  re- 
medy :  for  instance,  the  parish  of  Pancras 
was  divided  into  'seven  districts,  each  of 
which  had  its  own  local  acts.  The  inte- 
resu  of  the  parties  thus  created,  should  be 
discussed  and  reconciled  as  well  as  possi- 
ble with  the  new  arrangement ;  ana  this 
was  one  of  the  principal  reasons  which 
had  induced  him  to  prefer  the  appoint- 
ment  of  a  Committee,  to  any  other  mode 
of  proceeding.  The  House  had  adopted 
the  same  course  in  the  year  1774,  and  it 
was  his  intention,  iti  the  present  case,  to 
propose  those  gentlemen  to  be  on  the 
Committee,  who  were  most  interested,  at 
well  as  most  likely  to  be  acc^oainted  with 
the  nature  of  the  different  mteresU  that 
would  be  affected  by  the  change.  He 
should  therefore  move,  if  the  House 
agreed  to  the  appointment  of.  the  Com- 
mittee, that  the  members  for  London, 
Westminster,  Middlesex  and  Surrey, 
should  be  members  of  the  same. — ^The 
right  hon.  Secretary  concluded  with 
moving,  "  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  examine  into  the  Suie  of  the  Nightly 
Watch  of  the  Metropolis  and  the  Pa- 
rishes adjacent." 

Sir  Sanml  il<wtt%  said,  he  was  utterly 
surprised  at  the  confined  terms  of  the  mo- 
tion just  made  by  his  right  hon.  friend. 
No  one,  he  was  persuaded,  who  was  ac- 
quainted with  what  fiad  recently  passed, 
and  with  the  alarm  and  terror  which  had 
spread  throughout  the  metropolis,  but 
must  have  expected  that  some  more  ex- 
tensive measure  would  have  been  resorted 
10  than  that  now  under  consideration. 
He  should  have  thought,  that  a  Committee 
appointed  upon  such  an  occasion,  would 
have  found  it  necessary  to  inquire,  not 
only  into  the  state  of  the  Nightly  Watch, 
but  into  the  causes  of  the  alarming  in- 
crease of  felonies  and  crimes ;  and  he  was 
sore,  that  a  comprehensive  view  of  this 
Itind  would  be  more  calculated  to  produce 
the  desired  effect  than  the  contracted 
course  rec6mmended  by  his  right  hon. 
friend.  He  had  no  other  means  than  were 
common  to  every  one  of  informing  him- 
self upon  the  different  fa<?ts  connected 
with  this  question;  but  no  doubt,  he  ima- 
gined, could  exist  of  the  increase  of  crimes 
of  an  atrocious  character,  whatever  opi- 


Jt  was  mater iu,  he  thought,  for  him  to    nion  might  be  entertained  of  the  causes 
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fa«r»  H  Ifo^  fihniiimtjr  vf  tiapiutf  fwiliih* 
nt^nu,  Ymt  u  the  pumfbinems  lets  tfaui^ 
dekthi  aini^  abot^  alli  to^  pronis&iXMK  im« 
fyfiSMimeiii;  lArhere  nven  of  cemparatmly 
slight  flind  tfien  emiVitted  of  mott  heinevi 
crittiefl,  the  yvutigest  dnd  the  oidfest  lil^ 
lltiti^,  were  eo^imd  togetbei',  particularly 
bh  beard  vhe  hulks;  send  when  thej  worn 
discharged,  no  lAeaiis  of  gaining  a  lifksg 
#jis  provide  for  them.  After  itudyiny 
for  years,  these  i^nforuinate  persdos  wertt 
thrukt  out  of  Uiese  collegee  of  vice»  to  prac* 
tise  opoii  socrely  the  lessons  they  ha4' 
i^arrtt.  He  iaeiew  not  whether  the  fkct 
welre  so,  but  certainly  a  very  general  be* 
lief  prevailed,  thai  the  namerods  orifiBe* 
lately  perpetrated  were  in  a  great  nraa* 
^ur«  owing  to  a  i^cent  ttnasual  d<b^ilafg» 
of  ceiiivicts  from  the  hoiks,  te  whom  nia 
moral  instruction  had  been  afforded,  ■» 
trade  h^d  been  tafnght,  no  ec(ifk>ytDeBt 
given.  It  might  faave  been  hoped  that 
the  lateezataples  would  have  conTinccd 
miikiaters  of  the  absolaCe  neeessity  eC 
sotiie  change  in  the  criminal  law;  4Mii 
apob  thto  pt4nt  4t  was  not  neeeflaaryM 
ch)arge>  as  a  C^itaimittee  had  hten  ap^* 
p«»iAt^  upon  ttie  Abject,  whom  ttepovt 
Would  be  hereafter  dtscassfed,  aMough 
be  fhred  it  would  nfet  embrace  t6  wide  ft 
field  as  eoald  hav%  been  wished. 

Bat  he  wab  convinced  that  many  of  thf« 
evils  whfch  esisted,  had  their  fovndttioia 
in  the  very  constitution  of  the  Police  iu 
self,  which  tended  more  lo  tftie  increawa 
than  the  suppression  of  crimet,  hnd  ha 
was  anxious  that  if  a  reformatkm.'so  ex<^ 
tensive  as  he  piy>poSed  was  not  adopsed^ 
that,  at  Ibast,  ^otn^  enquiry  ahoald  b# 
made  into  ttte  State  of  the  Poflicfr. 
Among  many  bad  practices  on  this  bead 
he  would  state  ohe,  which,  m  his  aorindv 
abounded  with  the  most  mlsdMvoos  ca^^ 
sequences,  he  meant  the  rewards,  bcab 
public  and  private,  given  for  the  dei«c^ 
tion  of  offenders  of  a  certain  description  ^ 
when  he  recollected,  that  the  prevention 
of  crimes  was  supposed  to  depend  peo>^ 
liarly,  if  not  entirely,  on  the  pohce  tfffi« 
cers,  who  alone  were  «cquainffed  wllii 
the  haunts  of  the  most  abandoned  cha- 
racters ;  when  he  recollected,  ihtot'it  rcat^ 
ed  with  the  police  officers  to  discover 
or  to  conceal  ^hose  otFenders  ;  andy  WIm& 
he  considered,  at  the  same  time,  fhat  thef- 
had  the  strongest  possible  intersat  not  to 
prevent,  but  to  multiply  eriniea.  --^heii 
he  reflected  iHi  all  this,  which  flawed  Itt 
a  conse<)oenee  from  the  a«u  of  Ihe  4(h 
and  0th  of  William  atid  Mary»  ^olldwad 


i^ich  M  to  ttfat  iiicf^^e ;  iii!l6  if  Mbdl  h 
do'ubt  did  exiiTt,  a  reference  to  th^&etufna 
upon  the  table,  which  he  had  the  henouv 
fii  moving  for,  would  be  i]uite,8ufficient  ifo 
remove  it.  By  that  document  it  appeared, 
that  for  th6  last  five  or  sijc  years  there  h^i 
been  a  gradual  and  regular  incre^ife  eif 
crimes  in  tk)ndon  and  Westminster ;  and, 
vvithout  adverting  to  t^e  tjuarter  sessions, 
the  number  committed  for  trial  at  the  Old 
Bailey  alotie,  was  such  as  could  hot  lailto 
Excite  the  surprise  of  those  unacq^aifit^ 
i^ilh  the  subject.  He  would  briefly  state 
them  to  the  House.  There  had  bfeen  com- 
mitted to  take  their  trial  fi^  felonies^ 
various  kind^,  at  the  Old  B  )iley, 

lu  the  year  iSOd 899 

,<B07  lOlT        t 

1808  ..;.....•   II  lO 

ISOD  ;..  131* 

1810  142* 

The  number  who  had  been  ComroitK^d 
during  the  year  1»1 1,  had  not  foeeii  ascer- 
ttiinedy  but  from'  the  above  statemertC  it 
appeared,  that  there  had  been  an  increase 
or  comfhittals  during  the  short  period  of 
five  years,  of  525 ;  and  this,  too,  duKmg  a 
fimfe  of  war.  For  it  Was  a  received  n^aifim, 
that  fewer  offences  u^ere  committed  in  a 
period  of  war  than  in  a  period  of  peaces 

'seeing  that  many  bold  and  daring  cha- 
racters were  embarked  in  the  'service  of 
their  country,  and  rendered  useful  against 
her  enemies,  instead  of  becoming  tlan- 
gerdus  at  home.  Among  all  the  calami' 
ties  that  attended  a  state  of  war,  there  Was 
£itherlo  one  advantage  to  be  derived  from 
it,  namely  that  itail&rded  greats  domestic 
security  in  the  way  he  had  already  de- 
scribed.   But  rn  the  case  6f  this  country 

.  of  late,  so  far  from  being  able  to  calculate 
on  this  solitary  advantage,  we  were  pre- 
iiented  with  the  melancholy  phenomencn 
of  a  protracted  war,  and  a  continually  in- 
creasing measure  of  offences,  against  the 
peace  and  good  order  of  society. 

What,  then,  it  would  be  right  to  inquire 
into,  were  the  causes  to  which  this  aug- 
nientaiion  was  to  be  Attributed?  Many 
might  be  urged,  but  ht  present  he  would 
only  notice  a  few,  with  a  view  to  impress 
upon  the  House  the  absolute  decesdty  of 
going  into  a  more  extensive  examination 
of  this  subject  than  ^oold  be  embraced 
by  a  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  state  of  the  nightly  watch.  The  first 
<iau9e,  perhaps,  was  the  system  of  punish* 
raeni,  so  long,  and  he  would  say,  without 

'  meaning  offence  to  any  individuals,  so  ob« 
*inately  perserved  in.    He  did  not  allude 
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by  the  YUi  ^f  4|M«ti  JkAn^  oAriM  M 
•r  SO  jfowndi  for  ib^  apprehtoiMMii  «f  o^ 
feodeci,  ti  wm  hardly  pMsible  for  him  to 
dMibi  lh»t»  tonlen  the  police  officer*  (of 
wkom  he  did  not  oiean  to  tay  any  thing 
MTtre)  were  ineA  of  the  moM  refined 
•rindples  ef  hmnanity  and  morality — iin*- 
Mtt  they  aappoted  Uiem  yn^inflnenced  by 
thoee  motires  which  actaate  the  great 
mmB  of  ttiankiad»<MiDlest  they  supposed 
ttU  this,  thej  oenkl  net  de«bt  for  m  aw- 
iBCtot  that  they  would  prevent  the  detee* 
tiMi  of  an  OtfiPender,  uniil  his  crinfees  in* 
crcaaed  bis  v^be,  Wy  increasing  the 
rewal*d  for  his  apprehsnsioi^.  He  was 
iblbroied  that  there  was  ^ardiy  a  chance 
^  recofvering  pcoperty  withoiii  adTer- 
tisang  a  re^vard^  whiob  operated  in  its 
•oBsequences  a  similar  efiect  to  what  w^ 
prodaced  by  eiqpedition  money  in  any  wf 
the  paMic  oiffices»  taaoely^ihat  of  retard^ 
ing  %he  hnsiness  of  all  others  wbUe  it 
ejqMditfld  that  of  tbe  indfridaal ;  iand  the 
coDsequeiice  of  this  again  «va% .  that>  foe-  { 
sides  thenvischiefaccraittg  from  the  lees 
of  the  pvoperty  in  Ihe  first  instance^  the : 
mMiiu,  msc  dose  mere  before  he  <;eakf « 
get  aft  tbeeifielider*  in  the  year  176S  a 
hiil  had  becsi  knroaght  in,  proposing  a' 
^reat  akeHatioB  in  the  police,  and  aboliah-  j 
Sig  Teworda  mltagether,  bi^  Teetiag  en 
tfaasmiasioperB  the  disoretien  to  Yowapd 

Chcetoficers  according  4o  their  deserts; 
t  in  bis  eprnion,  whether  remards  wWe 
abolisbed  or  not,  tbey  ought  never  to  be 
^pftm  to  poMce  >officers,  and  conld  be 
nwfM  <«nly  in  tbet>ase  eif  acoesaries  after 
the  Act^  to  induce  useful  discbeeries  4e 
be  mode  by  peraons  implicated  tn  the 
l^lt.  It  was  well  knowa  that  the  police 
officers  went  into  places  open  ior  the  re- 
^eplion  mad  enterUinment  of  thieTestaod 
other  abandoned  ttharacters,  asnpenlyas 
a  nvevohatit  would  gb  to  the  stock  ek*' 
cbange/or  'asm  'gentlenan  si^onM  ^  >to 
that  paM  of  his  manor  where  be  expected 
any  particular  kind  of  game.  He  did^nst 
nndertaike  to  saythat  Ibis  wW  geaerdljjr 
done,  bot  be  knew  that  4t  fmsthe  gtne- 
tml  impiession'  diMt  it  was  done ;  and 
when  snob  htrge  snrns  were  voted  for  the 
poliem  estobrisbiDetit  as  bad  been  meed 
that  *very  night  ^;  conkl  it  'be  endorefl 
mriib  psiientee  that  ^uoh  ilboses  ehoald 
awtt  m '  the  iaea  of  decency  and  -common 
aettsel  9in  ^gbt  hon.  friend  had  talked 
df  4th«r  (eoantriAi  «s  aflbrdintt  yeauft 
mud  mo^  lvei|oent  insMnoes  of  mtroeity 
than  tbi»:  fftod^od*!  whefm  did  tbsi*i 
t  ^  lie  dOMNnthfiin  aiit;  4ie 


bad  never  beavd  ef  ^em :  he  nerer  re- 
membered to  have  read  of  whole  familiaa 
destroyed  by  the  hand  of  (he  murderer  in 
any  country  but  thia.  He  believed  thai 
in  Paris  U^ie  was  a  large  proportion  of 
orime,  bat  he  had  never  known  any  fla» 
grant  enormities  during  his  residence 
in  thai  capital  at  different  periods,  Hia 
right  hon*.  friend  wished  to  console  the 
House  by  thf  comparison  with  other  coinH 
tries  $  but  be  had  never  heard  a^y  in- 
stances  of  such  boundless  confidence  in 
guilt,  such  progressive  insolei\ee  as  had 
been  recently  manifested  in  (Jm  Brttieb 
mecrepolis.  His  right  hon.  friend  had 
talked  only  of  the  nightly  watch,  bat  be 
would  9tk  him  where  was  the  dntiy 
watch?  He  would  ask  whether  all  ihe 
precmutiens  of  the  nightly  watch  would 
provide  a  remedy  against  Ihedaria^  high- 
way robberies  comB[iitted  in  the  open  day  i 
Perhaps,  however,  he  was  prematnne  in 
his  compiainte,  and  that  his  rigiht  hon. 
friend  had  some  plan  in  store  to  meek  this 
crying  evil ;  but  he  must  say  that  tbeie 
was  much  more  than  be  had  stated,  both 
m  the  poHce  and  in  the  state  of  crimes, 
wbioh  ioadiy -demanded  the  inlerfbrenem 
of  that  House  ;  the  sleeeta  were  infested 
with  criminals  ^  4lfierent  dmcripiioni, 
jmd  there  wwe  other  cadsesmf  loss  mag- 
nitude, which  ooncerred  to  the  4eprasi»» 
lion  of  the  pmbbc  morals ;  he  oensidemd 
the  eneoaeagement  of  leftleries  as  one  ; 
nor  was  the  pmllry  gain  of  SQ6i,(Xm.  n 
year  juftcicnt  to  compensate  lor  the  great 
«vil8  their  peoduoed.  He  did  mot  mean 
•nvidioasly  to  introduce  any  thing  like  po« 
bttcs  into  the  •present  diseossion*  but.  be 
«ovld  <not  help  thinking,  that  the  diaposal 
of  *commissionerBhip6  ani  t>ther  offices, 
operated  as  an  indateasent  with  «geiver- 
ment  to  couatoaanoe  "the  eontHMmnee  of 
Lotteries,  predudtive,  as  they  were,  nf 
vMcaleulahle  tnnohMC  Than  were*othar 
-means  of  moral  mipravement,  auch  jtf  tim 
4nslruotien  of  the  poor^  -wbioh  be  'wocdd 
iiot  now  'Bnlarga  iiipon,'bnt  woukirsik  idown 
with  enpressing  bw/bope  thsethe  ination 
(of  his  right  hon.  friend  wouki  be  witb^' 
drawn,  «nd  sabmittod  ni  a  maoh  ntoiie 
toenqinihensive  ieam. 

Mr^  W.  Smith  vnald  ntt  ivfitun  imm 
making  n  few  observm^ans  on  the  present 
iiasponant  eubject,altbnugh>be'Ooiiklaiat 
Ibope  to  add.tmy  weicbt  to  the  argolmeniB 
«D  ably  acged  'by  bis  hon..andi|earMi 
iiHend*  He  vegvMted,!ho«aseer,  >that  Ma 
hon.  and  lenmed  ifiriend  b<d  set  lAowo, 
twitbnnt pinpesi^gaMamndment^ifor  the 
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purpose  of  exteadhig  Ihe  objects  to  whicb 
the  Committee  were  to  direct  their  atten- 
lioQ,  and  he  trusted  that  sach  an  amend- 
ment would  yet  be  proposed.  There  were 
one  or  two  circumstances  which  proved 
the  absolute  necessity  of  such  an  exten* 
sion  of  object.  In  the  first  place,  if  the 
House  attended  to  the  nature  of  those 
most  horrible  and  barbarous  outrages 
which  for  two  months  had  kept  the  me- 
tropolis in  a  state  of  perpetual  alarm,  and 
more  particularly  the  atrocious  murder  of 
Mr.  Marr's  family,  (the  authors  of  which 
had  never  yet  been  discovered,)  it  would 
be  evident,  that  had  the  nightly  watch 
of  the  metropolis  been  in  the  best  possible 
state,  those  outrages  and  that  murder 
could  not  Mve  been  prevented.  They 
originated  in  a  set  of  villains  about  the 
town,  whose  existence  was  not  imputable 
to  any  deficiency  in  the  nightly  watch. 
In  the  second  place,  if  the  nightly  watch 
could  operate  upon  them,  of  what  nature 
would  be  that  operation  ?  Unless  some 
change  could  be  produced  in  the  di«>o- 
fition  of  those  villains,  the  only  effisct 
that  could  by  possibility  be  occasioned 
would  be  to  drive  them  out  of  the  metro- 
polis into  the  environs.  The  surrounding 
villages  would  be  deluged  with  depreda- 
tors, against  whom  they  would  have  no 
Ktectlon.  He  confessed  that  he  bad  long 
n  extremely  scandalized  (if  he  might 
:use4bat  term)  by  ihe  number  of  accounts 
which  had  readied  him  of  the  ikmiliarity 
that  existed  between  the  officers  of  the 
police  and  the  disturbers  of  the  public 
peace.  This  familiar  intercourse  was  a 
matter  of  general  notoriety,  and  surely  it 
must,  in  a  variety  of  ways,  have  a  most 
deteriorating  effect  -on  the  public  morals. 
It  must  operate  on  the  thieves  themselves, 
who  could  not  consider  themselves  so 
sufficiently  as  they  might,  the  objects  of 
public  detestation,  when  thev  knew  they 
icould.  sit  and  enjoy  themselves  in  their 
favoorite  public-houses  until  some  oiie 
should  be  called  out  whose  measure  of 
guilt  was  full.  It  must  also  operate  on 
we  officers  of  the  police  themselves,  who 
could  not  possibly  entertain  the  proper 
feeling  with  which  criminals  ought  to  be 
regar&d  by  them,  while  they  continued 
to  sit  down  at  the  same  table  with  tbem» 
smd  to  drink  with  them  as  associates  until 
the  rery  moment  when  they  pounced 
upon  their  prev.  If  he  gave  to  this  state- 
ment too  high  a  colouring  (which  he 
veally  believed  he  did  not),  if  the  fact 
asert  even  incomparably  less  itrong,  it 


woold  nevertheless  deserve  animadversion 
and  demand  correction.  He  was,  how 
ever,  far  from  wishing  that  the  subject, 
of  the  nightly  watch  should  be  omitted 
from  the  consideration  of  the  Committee. 
He  thought  it  extremely  deserving  of  no« 
tice,  and  he  was  persuaded,  that  if  the 
nightly  watch  were  put  on  a  better  foot« 
ing,  much  good  would  result,  His  ob- 
jection, therefore,  to  the  motion  was  npt« 
that  it  was  wrong,  but  that  it  stopped  in- 
comparably short  of  ^a  object  which  it 
was  desirable  to  attain.  It  was  well 
known,  that  in  one  parish  of  the  metro- 
polis, inhabited  principally  by  the  lowec 
classes,  great  good  had  been  effected. 
By  parochial  exertions  tending  to  improve 
the  nightly  watch,  the  parish  of  Christ'^ 
Church,  Spitalfields,  instead  of  the  scene 
of  riot,  uproar,  and  crime,  which  it  for^ 
merly  presented,  had  become  almost' pro* 
verbial  for  its  extreme  good  order  and  re- 
gularity. If  similar  regulations  were 
adopted  at  the  west  end  of  the  town,  a 
great  deal  would  certainly  be  don^  to^ 
wards  providing  for  tbe  safety  and  com« 
'fort  of  all,  and  towards  improving  the 
morality  of  the  lower  clasess.  Much* 
praise  was  in  his  opinion  due  to  the  wor«e 
thy  and  respectable  individuals  who  bac| 
taken  this  matter  in  hand,  and  he  should 
be  very  happy  to  hear  that  a  similar  pub- 
lic spirit  pervaded  the  whole  metropolis. 
He  concluded  by  repeating  his  entire  ap- 
probation of  every  thing  that  had  beei| 
said  by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  and  his 
hope  that  an  amendment  would  be  intro? 
duced  to  the  motion,  extending  the  power 
of  the  Committee  to  an  inquiry  into  the 
State  of  the  Police,  as  well  as  of  thf 
Nightly  Watch. 

//  The  ChanccUar  qf  the  Exchequer  couI4 
not  doubt,  that  under  all  the  circumstance^ 
of  the  case,  the  House  would  have  ne 
hesitation  to  agree  to  the  motion  pf  hif 
right  hbn.  friend ;  fur  having  paid  every 
attention  to  the  arguments  of  the  two  hon. 
members  who  had  spoken  on  the  opposite 
side,  he  found  thai  those  arguments  were 
directed  not  ugaiost  the  proposition,  but 
against  its  limited  nature.  It  must,  how? 
ever,  be  considered,  that  the  motion  of 
his  right  hon.  friend  related  .  to  a  object 
which  could  not  be  passed  over  in  e 
morning  or  two,  and  which  therefor^ 
would  not  bear  to  be  loaded  with  all  the 
theoretical  considerations  which  hi^  hon^ 
and  learned  friend  on  the  opposite  side 
had  suggested-  Indeed  the  sfibject  t<^ 
wJiich  the  Comnittee  wpuld  b^ve  to  direct 
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their  especial  attention,  was  one  calca- 
lated  to  engage  it  yery  terioasly.  Their 
object  would  be  to  pro? ide  a  practical 
^  remedy  for  a  practical  evil.  His  hon. 
and  learned  friend  might  certainly  difier 
fi-om  his  right  hon.  friend  with  respect  to 
tlie  Talae  of  the  remedy,  but  he  was  sure 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last 
coald  not  do  so,  after  having  enlarged  so 
much  on  the  advantages  in  a  particular 
district,  resulting  from  the  adoption  of 
measures  similar  to  those  recommended 
by  his  right  hon.  firtend.  For  what  was 
the  proposition  of  his  right  hon.  friend, 
but  that  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  should  consider  the  propriety 
oC. enforcing  in  all  the  parishes  of  the  me- 
tropolis, regulations,  from  which  so  much 
good  had  resulted  in  the  parish' alluded  to 
by  the  hon.  gentleman  }  Certainly,  there 
was  one  qualification  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man's  opinion  on  this  subject  which  was 
extremely  disheartening.  The  existing 
evil  was  great,  and  was  felt  locally; 
"  but,"  said  the  hon.  gentleman,  "  take 
care  bow  you  apply  a  remedy,  for  if  you 
cure  the  evil  in  the  metropolis,  you  will 
drive  it  out  into  theneigbournood.''  Now, 
for  his  part  h^  thought  it  advisable  to  cure 
the  evil,  if  possible,  where  it  did  exist. 
It  was  to  be  lamented  if  it  should  go  else- 
where, but  if  it  did  so,  thither  it  ought  to* 
be  followed,  and  there  crushed  too.  The 
bon.  gentleman,  in  the  same  breath  in 
which  he  described  the  happy  influence 
which  the  regulations  in  Spitalfields  had 
occasioned,  deprecated  the  adoption  of 
the  regulations  proposed  by  his  right  hon. 
friend,  lest,  although  advantageous  to 
themselves,  they  might  prove  inconvenient 
to  the  neighbouring  parishes.  The  fact 
was,  that  the  question  before  the  House 
involved  the  interests  not  of  the  metropolis 
alone,  but  of  all  the  adjacent  parts. 
Such  an  extensive  subject  was  calculated 
to  produce  much  discussion,  and  therefore 
It  was  probable  that  the^  inquiry  would 
not  be  terminated  so  soon  as  was  antici- 
pated by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend. 
His  hon.  and  learned  friend  had  touched 
on  the  nature  of  punishments,  and  had 
ascribed  a  great  part  of  the  moral  depra- 
vity of  the  times  to  the  particular  mode  of 
confinement  to  which  prisoners  were  sub- 
jected ;  but  he  apprehended  that  this  was 
an  inquiry  which  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  did  not  wish  should  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  now  proposed.  It  cer- 
tainly was  not  desirable  to  engraft  the 
"bmiless  of  a  Committee  of  Penitentiary 


Houses,  upon  the  business  of  a  Committee 
appointed  for  another  purpose.  There 
had  already  been  a  Committee  an  that 
subject ;  a  report  had  been  made  by  it, 
and  notice  given  of  a  measure  to  be  pro- 
posed arisfng  out  of  that  report.  Whe« 
ther  it  might  or  might  not  be  expedient 
to  revive  the  Committee  to  which  ne  had 
alluded,  was  a  question  by  itself;  l>ut  he 
was  persuaded  that  the  House  would  not 
accelerate  the  acquisition  of  the  benefits 
so  much  needed  at  the  present  moment^ 
by  complicating  the  objects  to  which  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  moved  for  by 
his  right  hon.  friend  was  to  be  directed. 
His  hon.  and  learned  friend  had  asked, 
whether  it  was  right  to  continue  the  prac- 
tice of  granting  high  rewards  for  the  ap^ 
prehen^on  of  culprits  of  a  certain  class  ? 
This  was  &  grave  subject  for  deliberate 
discu^ion.  It  ought  not  to  be  lightly 
concluded  that  those  rewards  were  dis- 
serviceable.  It  might  be  that  they  were 
so ;  but  this  was  by  no  means  certain*. 
It  might  be  true,  that  the  strength  of  the 
stimulus  which  high  rewards  offered  on 
the  detection  of  great  offenders,  operated 
inversely  on  the  detection  of  petty  ofien- 
ders.  It  might,  however,  be  true,  thai 
instead  of  abolishing  rewards  altogether, 
it  would  be  wise  to  extend  them  to  the 
detection  of  petty  ofiences,  in  order  thai 
petty  ofienders  might  be  stopped  in  thehr 
career,  and  hot  allowed  to  proceed  to  the 
commission  of  enormous  crimes.  On  all 
these  subjects  a  variety  of  opmions  must 
naturally  exist;  but  he  could  by  no 
means  allow  that  the  Committee  proposed 
by  his  right  hon.  friend  could  be  so  well 
calculatea  to  discuss  those  opinions  as  one 
expressly  constituted  for  that  purpose. 
With  respect  to, what  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  said  of  the  familiarity  that  existed 
between  the  police  ofiicers  and  the  cul- 
prits, there  could  be  no  doubt  that  stories 
of  that  description  had  been  constantly 
written  and  told  from  Jonathan  Wild'^ 
time  down  to  the  present  moment.  No 
one,  however,  could  say  that  that  fami- 
liarity, which  was  evidently  not  novel  in 
its  kind,  had  been  the  immediate  cause  of 
the  late  unprecedented  outrages.  He  cer<* 
tainly  did  not  mean  to  contend,  that  be*- 
cause  an  evil  had  long  existed,  it  ought 
not  to  be  corrected^  but  it  was  impossible 
to  ascribe  the  recent  increase  of  o£Rnicea 
either  to  the  rewards  granted  for  the  da* 
tection  of  great  ofienders,  or  to  the  fami- 
liarity which  existed  between  the  oibiH 
ders  and -the  police  officers ;  •  bacanae  -bolh 
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t)i0i6  circuQistalKCii,  to  jfar  from  being 
iiew»  wert  of  very  ancmnt  €lat§  indeed. 
B«t  wlien  iha  hon.  genil^iaan  proceecied 
la  say  that  the  officers  were  reprebeneibU 
in  not  apprebenUing  (hose  individuaU  of  a 
tttspioiouf  character,  with  who»^  persoM 
tlMiy  were  acquainted,  it  behoved  the 
HoQse  to  con&ider  how  far  any  eitensioa 
of  the  operation  of  tba  police  would  bo 
expedient,  and  how  far  H  woak)  be  ad* 
Tiaalde  that  they  should  take  up  peraens 
ooi  for  the  crimei  which  they  had  eem- 
mitted,  but  only  ^a  suipicieii  ef  the 
crin^et  Which  tbey  might  poasiUy  coni<' 
rait.  The  imprisMiinent  of  such  persooi 
c«nkl  be  but  short,  and  was  liule  ctleu- 
lated  t«  be  beneficial  to  themeelveft,  er  t« 
Ihe  coamunity.  If  the  villain  ( Winiaus) 
who  had  lately  disappoinled  the  jusii 
vengeanoe  ef  the  nation,  by  violemly 
wilhdrftwtag  himself  from  thf  punishoient 
which  awaited  htm,  had,  previoosly  to 
tkm  c^mosission  of  his  crime,  been  appr^* 
bended  on  suspieien,  the  period  of  his  im* 
pHsomneilt  could  have  b«en  but  shortV 
and  the  place  of  it  calculated,  according 
to  the  iK>n.  gentleman's  own  statemem, 
to  aorture  every  detcription  ef  criiftinal 
feeling.  The  par^ular.  outrage  which 
h«d  excited  such  feelings  of  horror  and 
detestation  in  the  matroipolis,  and  the  per- 
petrators of  which,  the  hon.  geallemaa 
said,  had  escaped  detection,  was  still 
wrapped  up  in  mystery.  It  undoubtedly 
seemed  strange,  that  a  single  indivkhud 
codd  coearaifc  such  aceumulattd  vielenee. 
The  probability  was,  that  he  was  incapa^ 
Vie  of  doing  a»;  but  oa  this  sul^eet  no 
certain  opinion  could  yet  be  formed.  If 
tihis  outrage  was  actually  committed  by 
the  individual  to  whom  he  had  before  al- 
luded, it  was  untrue  to  say  that  the  culprit 
had'  not  been  found;  but  certainly  he 
must  repeat,  that  it  seemed  strange  to  him, 
Ihat  suoh  devastation  could  be  occasioned 
by  a  single  individual.  At  the  sam^  time, 
as  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  trace  the 
eircumstoaces  of  the  case,  it  appeared  to 
be  yet  uncertain  whether  or  not  others 
were  eoacerned  in  this  horrible  atrocity. 
But  as  the  hon.  gentleman  had  himself 
said,  ne  state  of  nightly  watch,  however 
eseellent,  could  have  prevented  such  a 
evime.  Indeed  he  hardly  knew  in  what 
agritem  of  police  a  prevention  could  have 
kcea  found.  If  such  enormous  guilt 
lorked  in  a  haauKn  breast,  no  system  of 
government  couU  hinder  it  from  endea-^ 
WMuring  to  aftot  its  abyeet  It  might  be 
to^iai  ii  Bugbl  be  ia  oaf  haaees. 


The  Qnly  security  against  such  Crimea 
was  the  manner  in  which  the  general 
sentiment  ef  menkind  hunted  down  tba 
individuals  by  whom  they  were  perpe^ 
trated.  In  bis  opinion,  the  general  in« 
crease  of  msM  at  t|ie  Old  Bailey  WEaa 
a  much  gfeatar  ground  for  the  motion  oC 
his  right  hon.  frieod,  than  the  two  horrid 
murders  which  bad  beea  ponunitted ;  fa? 
such  evenu.aa  the  last  wer^.aot  the  mora 
likely  to  occor  again  be^^ase  they  bad 
occurred  within  the  last  three  moaiha« 
It  appeared  to  him,  that  what  had  bee« 
siod  by  Us  hon.  and.  learned  friend,  and 
by  the  hon.  geatWmaa,  was  net  in  oppi^ 
sitioa  to  the  motion  of  his  right  hcMi, 
Ciriend.  As  far  as  tbi^  moiloa  went,  ha 
^fHprehended  U  was  agreed  to  by  everjr 
oae.  It  was  required  by  the  present  stata 
of  ihcT  metropolis,  and  he  trussed  that 
those  who  theughit  tjot  the  inquiries  of 
the  Committee  might  be  beaefieial,  wo^ld 
be  cautioas  how  they  clogged  those  iaqui^ 
ries  with  subjects  ntot  immediataly  eoih 
ttected  wi|h  them*  When  theCommitiee 
was  sitUng,  if  it  were  thought  desiraUo 
that  they  should  take  ime  consideration 
any  other  sulD(|ect,  iastructistfis  to  tbal 
efiect  Alight  be  given  them;  but  he  de^ 
precated  any  proceeding  in  the  first  ia-> 
stance  which  would  impede  them  in  their 
present  eadeavoors  to  provide  a  praeticai 
remedy  for  the  eaMSting  evJL 

Mr.  Jtcreromty  observed,  thai  tbe  obr 
jeotion  of  his  hon.  frieod  to  the  motion  of 
the  right  boo*  gent,  was,  that  it  was  too 
narrow  in  its  limits.  The  right  hon.  Iho 
Cbenoellor  of  Ihe  Exchequer  had  beea 
more  distinct  on  the  subject  than  the  rigM 
hon*  mover.  He  had  sakl,  that  the  object 
wai^  to  provide  apraetical  remedy  for  a 
practical  evil*  Now  in  order  to  see  whioh 
argument  was  the  more  correct,  that  whii;b 
asserted  that  the  proposed  ol^et  of  the 
Committee  was  suflieient,  or  that  which 
asserted  that  it  was  not  sufficient,  let  the 
House  but  oonsider  ^be  nature  of  the  evU 
which  was  intended  to  be  removed.  He 
poffeotly  agreed  with  the  right  hon.  gent, 
that  however  the  gensral  feeling  might  be 
harrowed  by  the  late  horrible  murdera 
which  Mid  been  perpetrated,  yet  that 
those  murders  were  not  the  grounds  on 
which  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
ought  to  rest;  but  that  those  ^ronods 
mast  be  founded  in  the  general  mcrea^e 
of  crimes  which  the  law  and  the  poliea 
were  found  ioeoaipelent  to  cheek.  Ho«r« 
be  would  ask,  caaid  the  appointment  of  a 
rawmittoe  to  ^easiirr  merely  |he.stoli.«f 
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^^ta  ft  jfuractical  ti^einjeajr  for  this  prac- 

t^^^l  ^vii?   This  w.as  !a  pQJpt  which  the 

ry^t.hoo.  geat.  had  ia  do  uray  explained. 

^e^naftvalaTguineaf  w^«  t^i^t  those  who 

^1^  that  they  wcie  inuie^ce^  lo(^k?d  to 

goT/scnpaent  for  protection.     A^py  looked 

tp  t)^  policy  ;  aad  he  cooteQ4ed  that  nor 

4^iogbad  been  advancec)  to  pfove  that  the 

s^te  i^f  the  pplicjft  ,ou|gH  to  be  fsf  cludi^d 

from  (he  f:on8ideration  of  the  CQipfnitt^^ 

§ad  tba(t  that  coosideratioi^  s^O^ld  b(^  iiioit- 

ed  to  ibe  f ^te  qf  the  oighfly  ifatco  alooe. 

^e  propriety  of  eztes^iig  th^  considera- 

I^OP  qf  .the  Comnuttee  t^  me  stat^  of  the 

fM>)4jC|s  |va»  obvious,    ft  }^9»  /erideat  froi^ 

ijbe  jgrowtb  .(^  crimes  th^t  jll^e  police  wa^ 

l^ipequate  to  its  object.    It  was  jno^t  der 

4uahle,    therefore,    that  tl^e  Comnuttee 

fbopld  b^  empow^r^  to  enquire  of  the 

police  the  oatur^  of  tfae^  inadcwjuacy; 

J^|d  to  learn  the  caofsf .  to  which  they 

Impateid  t^e  incre^ise  of  ofibnces.     For 

ills  part  he  believed  thatt^e  Qfi^jisiep  stated 

]>y  ^is  ho^  and  learo^d  friend  near  \km, 

hi4  tended   materjially  jto  incrisase  the 

ji^ynW  of -iiecent  p^encesA    One  fact  he 

jfffisw*  •thfit  in  cons0cpB»ce  of  a  yisit  to 

j(t^  l^itt*  ai^amber  pi  representations  had 

Jifm  o^ade  to  him  ^t  pecans  confin^ 

^ep?e,  wWqh.wppt/tp^ihowthatoth^r  pr>. 

jjfMmp  ^^9  t^^  .^ej^  con^ned  for  cn^pes 

,p(  ^  ipoch  iqore  ^grarated  lUUoi^  than 

^ti(0§e  pf  w^ch,the  indiyid^filsiropi  whom 

4^..|ffirq«entationa  proceeded  had  bc^ 

^i^y>  Jii|d  been  liber^tied  ^n  gr^fit  ^vm' 

fys^h    J9e  cer^inly  did  not  ^sta^  this  as 

^^lot  \n  which  he  enticely  believed^  ,but 

^^l^qiatter  ha<)  beencommuntcatied  tphim 

i9^  anch^  varipaji  st^aMs,  that  (le  confess^ 

^imelfifcnrjoas  tto  kpow  from  t^e  right 

^pn.^.Secretary  .of  State  how  it  %ctu£^Uy 

^^Itoo^.   .The  right  hon. , the  Chancellor  of 

Abe  Exchequer  had  deprecated  x^logging 

l|iq  .Committee  with  what  he  chose  to  t,enn 

4heoi;«tical  consideration.    If  the  mptioPi 

ifimeyer,  was  amende  in  such  ^  way  ?s 

j(Q  fitend  tl^e  enquiry  of  tl)e  Committee 

.  ^  j||b9i«(ate  of  the  Policy,  be  could  Aot.^^e 

.  J^Witliat  wotnld  clog  them ;  becatue.thfiy 

'|BJgl|t«  in  the  Qrst  place,  lake  into  coosi* 

.j^^tioa  t))e  ,8t9te  of  the  nightly  .ipa^:h, 

4}|i4i!!Kport>t^ihe  ^Hpu^e  the'&ctBu  ^n^  their 

^^ff^pio^pp  thereon,  w^i  then  pro<:eisd  to.tbe 

(M|sid(9ratioa,of  the.^a^  of  tt]«  .Police. 

ijt^WI^  poaos^er^to  him  to.8ay>  that  the 

f^popinittfse  being  in.thf^.firstiostance  opp- 

>||itiUj^  tp  enquire  into  the  jlrst  pbjp<;t^ 

^;9P|bt|>e  :fQba^m)en^)y  y^ed  witb  ppFJ^ra 

.tte:  wwtigf|tfKtbe,ol|lwr ;  <ft>r,  Jn ,  ttie  pie- 
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^Q(  ^streo^  perturbed  s^it^e  cf  the  pub^ 
He  mind,  it  would  afford  no  satisfactton 
to  it  to  be  told/  that  all  the  immediate 
remedy  contemplated  for  the  existiog  evil 
fras  some  smjill  improvement  in  the  ^tate 
oif  the  Digbtly  watcb.  It  would  be  much 
more  satistactory  to  announ<?e  to  the  pub- 
lie,  tba^  the  Hopse  had  constituted  a  Com* 
mittee  for  the  p^rpbse  of  entering  upon  an 
eniargted  and  vigorous  inquiry  ^nio  the 
causes  of  the  rapi4  and  alarming  increase 
o^  crimes.  It  certainly  was  most  extraor« 
dinary  to  hear  the  right  hon.  gent  tertji 
the  consideration  of  the  causes  which  pre- 
vented  people  from  sleeping  quietly  i^ 
their  beds  ''theoretic/'  The  right  bop. 
gept.  must  certainly  have  me^^  this  pb« 
serjration  jocularly.  Indeed  he  ha^d  treat* 
ed  in  the  same  manner  a  yery  solid  and 
judicious  remark  ma<Je  by  an  hon.  friend 
near  him.  His  h,pn.  friepd  ^ad  s^id,  that 
if  by  a  vigore^i  exertion  of  the  police,  ^l 
alMmdonea  characters  should  be  excluded 
from  thp  metropolis,  they  would  be  dif- 
fused, an^  would  perpetrate  p^ences  else-* 
wjier^.  On  this  remark  tbe  r^ght  h99. 
spnt.  ba^  thought  fit  to  b^  (i^^ioroo^. 
Th^  intentmn  of  b^lion.  friend  was  only 
,to  shew  the  nec^essity  of  coming  at  the 
root  pf  tl(e  ^vil-— o^f^certaining  the  defect, 
of  Jthe  present  system.  It  the  House  juqg * 
(eqted  to  do  this,  they  ,would  be  deficieipt 
m  their  duty,  ai^  he  would  therefore  move 
as  an  Amendment  to  the  original  motion^ 
the  a<)dition  of  tbe  following  words:--- 
'( Apd  also  into  the  st^te  pf  ,^e  Police  pf 
^e  metropolis." 

,Lprd  Cockra^  Scribed  the  origin  of  the 
evil  pQpiplained  of,  to  the  Pension  Lift, 
and  to  the  vari^uis  other  modes  by  which 
individuals  of  the  higher  classes,  and  par- 
;ticuiarly  members  of  that  House,  partook 
of  the  public  money,  without  performing 
aiQr  ^public  service.  The  enormous  ex* 
p^c^lpre  of  the  state,  to  which  such 
abus^  cpntfibuted,  had  the  effect  of  grind- 
ing tl^e  lower  classes,  and  of  driving  them 
to  the  commission  of  offences  of  which 
^ey  otherwise  would  have  never  thought. 

,  Mr.  ^^CK^tary  Jtjfder  professed  himself 
^^able  to  .u|«lerstand  the  bearing  of  t)ie 
.nobk  .lorjd's  .^bs^nrations.  He  could  i^t 
.conceive  wl^attbe  Pensipn  List  had  to  do 
wi^  the  qu^sUpn  before  the  House.  }!• 
hifd.  no  ,p)>jeptipn,  lo  the  Amendment  p!i^« 
pp^eid  by  Ifee .  bon,  ^f^d  learned  ^ent.  pro- 
vidl^d  jbe  wou}d^cqnsejitto  subftitqte  the 
,wpiy1  "  further,"  for  .the  word  "  also/*  ia 
.orMer 'tbat  the. primary  oitject  of  the  Com* 
Wt^^^e, might  be  ^at  which  he.  tboughi  • 
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great  practical  benefit  AdTertiog  to  the 
question  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gent  re- 
specting the  persons  alleged  to  have  been 
recently  liberated  from  the  bulks,  he  aN 
lowed  that  a  great  many  had  been  so  li- 
berated, but  he  denied  that  the  offences 
for  which  they  had  been  confined  were  of 
an  Aggravated  nature.  He  had  inqaired 
particularly  into  the  subject,  and  the  in* 
formation  which  he  had  receired  led  him 
to  entertain  the  firm  persuasion  that  not 
any  of  the  persons  alluaed  to,  had  retuhsed 
to  their  former  deprared  habits  of  life. 
He  had  also  endeavoured  to  investigate 
the  cause  of  the  great  and  recent  increase 
of  crimes,  and,  as  far  as  he  had  been  able 
to  discover,  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  was 
to  be  found  in  the  number  of  persons  who 
had  lately  returned  from  transportation, 
,and  had  unfortunately  resumed  their  old 

Eracticet.  Injustice  to  the  police  officers, 
e  mustbe^  leave  to  notice  the  accusation 
made  against  them,  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  gent*  opposite,  when  he  stated 
that  they  were  never  disposed  to  detect 
oflfeaders,  unless  a  great  reward  was  offer- 
ed to  them  for  that  purpose.  A  similar 
sogffestion  had  some  time  ago  been  nlade 
to  him  from  another  quarter.  He  bad 
had  recourse  to  the  best  authority,  and  he 
had  been  assured  by  the  magistrates,  who 
were  surely  the  most  competent  to  jjive 
an  opinion  on  the  subject,  that  no  such 
indisposition  existed ;  and  that  if  any 
such  indisposition  were  manifested  by  an 
officer,  he  would  be  immediately  dismissed 
from  his  situation.  He  was  convinced 
that  greater  efforts  to  detect  offenders  had 
never  been  n^ade,  than  those  which  the 
police  officers  of  the  metropolis  had  made 
during  the  last  two  months. 

Mr.  Abercrondfy  acquiesced  in  the  al* 
teration  of  the  word  in  the  motion. 

Sir  S,  Romilfy  hegaed  leave  toYnake  a 
few  observations  on  what  had  fallen  from 
the  right  hon.  Secretary.  The  right  hon. 
gent  talked  of  the  great  exertions  which 
the  police  officers  had  made  during  the 
last  two  months.  Did  he  recollect  that  a 
reward  of  upwards  of  700/.  had  been  offer- 
ed to  those/ who  shoold  detect  and  pro- 
secute to  conviction  the  perpetrators  of 
the  crime  ?  He  did  not  wish  to  speak 
harshly  of  the  police,  but  he  did  think  it 
a  most  monstrous  evil,  that  so  many  pier- 
sons  had  been  taken  up  on  thai  occasion, 
upon  such  slight  trrounds  of  suspiciof|. 
Among  them  was  the  nearest  illative  of 
one  of  the  murdered  nersons,  who,  on  no 
l^nnuMi  whatever^  bad  been  apprehended 
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and  kept  46  hours  in  custody,  on  the 
dreadful  charge  of  having  murdered  his 
brother.  One  way, and  another  no  less 
than  forty  or  fifty  persons  had '  been  ap^ 
prebend^  on  bare  suspicion.  He  could 
tiot  therefore  join  in  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman's commendation  of  the  police  offi- 
ters,  when  he  considered  the  high  reward 
by  which  they  were  stimulated,  and  th6 
number  of  persons  whom  they  had  appre- 
hended, in  the  most  light  manner.  He  was 
glad,  therefore,  that  the  House  had  agreed 
to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  police.  It 
ought  to  be  remembered,  that  whisn  the 
police  was  originally  established  it  -was 
new  to  the  constitution;  and  was  introduced 
only  on  the  supposition,  that  tome  gi^t 
benefit  would  be  derived  from  it,  wnick 
would  justify  parliament  in  departing 
from  those  principles  by  which  they  had* 
until  that  period,  been  guided  on  thd 
subject.  It  was  time  to  ask,  whether  th# 
expected  advantages  had  accrued  ? 

Sir  F.  Bwrdeti  expressed  himself  happy 
to  find  that  a  suspfcion,  which  he  coo« 
fessed  he  had  entertained,  namely,  that 
an  advantage  would  be  takeh  of  the  alanu 
of  the  public  mind  to  extend  the  polica 
of  the  metropolis,  had  proved  tp  be  un* 
founded.  As  to  the  motion  itself,  it  was 
utterly  impossible  for  him  to  oppose  it  for 
aa  instant  Indeed,  he  was  convinced 
that  if  the  system  of  nightly  watch  wei^ 
made,  what  in  his  opinion,  it  could  easily 
be  made,  the  necessity  of  any  police  what- 
ever might  be  precluded,  as  the  possible 
lity  of  committing  any  crime  would  be 
prevented.  This,  however,  could  not  be 
done  on  the  present  principles.  But  if 
the  country  chose  to  revive  the-  old  lavr 
of  Edward  the  first,  by  which  every 
county  and  parish  was  made  responsible . 
to  ev^ry  householder  for  the  losses  he 
might  sustain,  and  by  Which  every  house- 
holder was  compelled  in  his  turn  to  watch 
for  the  protection  of  others,  effectual  se« 
curity  would  be  afforded  to  the  comma- 
nity  at  large,  without  the  immediate  in- 
terference of  any  police,  and  the  respect- 
able  part  of  the  population,  thus  accus* 
tomed  to  the  use  of  arms,  might  be  rendeip* 
ed  available  to  the  defence  of  the  king- 
dom, in  the  event  of  inrasion  by  a  foreign 
enemy ;  or  at  least  would  be  competent 
to  repress  all  internal  disturbances.  Hop* 
ing  that  some  plan  of  this  sort  was  in 
the  contemplation  of  government,  he  gave 
his  complete  assent  to  the  motion.  He 
was  verv  happy  that  the  amendment  had 
I  receivea  the  concurrence  of  the  right  hoku 
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grat.  Of  posH^  for  it  appemd  to  hi«9  to 
be  jndwpoDsable  to  iaqoire  into  tbe  abuses 
wbich  be  believed  baa  erept  into  the  po- 
lice estabiiahment.    It  was  bis  determi- 
nation to  UK^TO  for  a  list  of  tbe  Police 
I^a^strales  who  had  been  appointed,  with 
tkeir  several  oualiBcations,  in  order  to  see 
wheth^  the  law  on  that  sabject  had  net 
been  wholly  disregarded*    The  32od  of 
^  king  directed  that  the  Police  Ma^- 
Iratei  should  be  appointed  from  tbe  actmg 
pagistratesy  and  that  their  qualification 
ihou^  be  the  possession  of  100/.  a  year 
|A  freehold  property.    He  suspected  that 
these  enactments.haa  been  departed  from, 
^d.  he  would  take  an  early  opportunity 
of  ascertaining  tbe  fact.    The  subject  was 
one  of  a  wide  range,  and  he  trusted  the 
Hbute  would  closely  investigate  the  cause 
of  a  rapid  accumulation  oif  crimes,   of 
which  the4iistory  of  the  country  afforded 
no  precedeot.    He  auributed  this,  in  a 
l^eat  measure,  to  tbe  neglected  state  of 
9iir  criminal  code,  tbe  necessity  for  re- 
Tising  which  had  been  maintained  by 
almost  all  the  great  men  who  had  written 
or  spoken  on  tbf  subject.    It  was  lamenta- 
ble to  4ee  tbe  Jegislature  so  careless  in  a 
matter  on  which  tbe  lives  and  property  of 
miliions  depended.    The  right  bon.  Secre- 
tary of  State  bad  professed  .to  see  no  con- 
nection between  the  observations  of  bb 
poble  colleague  with  regard  to  tbe  Pension 
List,  and  the  sul^ect  before  the  House. 
The  connection  was  nevertheless  intimate. 
^  the  'morals  of  the  higher  classes  were 
depraved, ,  tbe  general  morals  would  be 
depraved  also.    The  argument  of  the  no- 
ble ^lord  went  to  shew,  that,  it  was  dis- 
Jionest  in  public  men  to  receive  tbe  pub- 
lic money  without  performing  any  pub- 
lic service.    This  example  of  dishonesty 
must   spread  through    the  whole    com- 
munity, and  must  have  the  effect  of  un- 
dermining every  sound  principle  of  justice 
and  morality. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer,  in  ac- 
ceding to  the  amendment,  begged  to  dis- 
claim all  idea  of  imputing  misconduct  in 
the  case  of  the  police  magistracy,  either 
as  to  their  appointment  in  the  first  in- 
stance, or  with  respect  to  their  conduct 
on  the  present  critical  occasion.  He  bad 
not  at  first  thought  it  necessary  that  the 
words  of  the  motion  should  be  enWged, 
because  he  conceived  it  to  be  a  matter 
of  coorse,  that  all  necessary  means  of 
.  ostablishing  security  would  be  enquired 
into  by  tbe  Committee.  An  bon.  and 
J«arned  gentleman  had  himself  practised 


upon  him  the  facetiousjiess  which  he  had 
imputed  to  him,  when  he  supposed  that  he 
looked  upon  any  regulation  of  the  polica 
as  a  theoretical  scheme.  He- entertained' 
no  such  idea ;  but  he  had  thought,  that 
the  present  question  might  be  encum^ 
bered  with  speculative  clogs,  if  enquiries 
wc(re  ingrafted  on  it  relative  to  the  state 
of  punishments,  and  the  criminal  code ; 
or,  what  was  not  impossible,  since  tho 
members  for  Westminster  were  on.  the 
Committee,  if  an  investigation  was  insti* 
Huted  as  to  the  expedience  of  a  reform  in 
parliament  On  tbe  whole,  he  thought 
that  a  consideration  of  the  means  of  pre^ 
Tention  of  crime,  in  tbe  power  of  the  po* 
lice,  would  form  a  very  proper  accession 
to  the  present  enquiry. 

Mr.  Sheridan  began  by  animadveiiing 
upon  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  the 
extraordinary  conduct  of  the  right  hon« 
Secretary  of  State,  upon  a  subject  of  such 
delicacy   and    importance.      Afteir    the 
alarms    that   the   recent   atrocities   had 
spread  throughout  every  part  of  the  me* 
tropolis;   after  tbe  general  and  feverish 
anxiety  of  the  public  for  redress  and  pro- 
tection, down  came  the  right  hon.  gentie« 
man  to  that  House,  and  in  order  to  remove 
at  once,  and  effecttnlly  allay  all  alarm 
and  anxiety  whatever,  solemnly  proposed 
that  a  Committee  should  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  tbe  state  and  condition  of  tbe 
nightly  watch !    This  would  have  been  at 
an^  tima  tbe  meekest  of  all  meek  propo- 
sitions;  but  at  the  present  crisis  it  was 
not  only  th^  meekest,  but  he  must  beg 
the  right  bon.  Secretary's  pardon,  if  ha 
added,  the  silliest  proposition  that  could 
possibly  have  been  made.    Tbe  state  of 
the  nightly  watch !    Why,  what  became 
of  the  act  of  parliament  that  created  in 
each  parish  the  appointment  and  controul 
of  those  watchmen  ?    Were  not  the  provi- 
sions of  that  act  sufficient,  if  carried  into 
effect,  to  provide  for  and  maintain  the 
peace  of  the  ipetropolis?    And  if  they 
were,  had  the  magistrates  or  those  per- 
sons entrusted  with  carrying  those  provi* 
srons  into  effect,  done  their  duty  ?     Had 
not  the  several  parishes  ample  powers  to 
enforce  the  regulations  of  the  act,  and  se* 
cure  their  respective  peace  and  si^ety? 
But  though  by  the  laws  tbe  |>ower  was 
lodged  in  each  parish,  they  were  no.w 
called  upon  to  enquire  into  the  state  of 
the  nightly  watch.    Why  not  go  further 
and  move  for  an  inquiry  mto  the  sute  of 
the  parish  nurseries  ?  (a  laugh)«.    But  the 
right  hon.  Secretary  came  Wosa^ihaa 
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brimful  df  ihforaiatton ;  he  told  ihle^' 
tbAt  the  act  required  aMe-bodied -watch* 
men ;  and  then  he  tofd  th^m  that  t!ie  men 
(Dttiployed  were  not  able-bodied,  because, 
fiA^oth,  they  wefre  weak,  old,  afid  de- 
crepid— very  satitfadtorv  rcf^^ns  certain- 
ty why  Ihey  could  ncrt  be  very  ^cti? e, 
young,  and  Tigilant !  And  then  the  right 
hon.  gent  toM  th'ein  further,  that  thea^ 
tfort  of  men  were  unfit  for  their  situations, 
fl^al  the  service,  in  short,  wanted  recruits; 
and  that  as  at  present  there  Was  no  witfch 
to  protect  the  city  at  night,  that  therefbr^ 
fhey  ought  to  proceed,  with  aH  due  delt- 
beriUon,  to  inquire  into  the  state  kild  coh- 
dition  of  the  nigbtTv  w^tch.  To  be  called 
tipon  gravely  to  all  this  was  bed  endugh ; 
but  to  be  called  upon,  With  all  the  cba- 
tacteristic  gravity  6f  the  right  hon.  Secre- 
lary  was  Scarcely  supportable.  That 
right  hon.  gentleman  knew  the  import- 
ance his  manner  could  jgive  to  trifles— 
!ie  was  in  the  habit  of  throwing  such  an 
nftexible  air  of  grave  tofemnityrotind  all 
he  had  to  o0^r  to  that  House,  that  there 
tras  really  sometimes  danger  lest  they 
Ihould  attach  to  the  matter  what  belonged 
to  the  manner  merely.  But  what  was  the 
object  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman?  If 
lie  had  not  an  immediate,  perhaps  he  hid 
a  remote  6ne.  Did  he  mean  to  entrench 
%pon  the  charter  of  the  city  of  I^ohddn  ? 
And  if  he  did,  was  he  sure  that  the  hon. 
baronet  (sir  Charles  Price),  would  concur 
With  him  in  such  an  object?,  Did  he 
Itnow  what  hii  hon.  kad  worthy  friend  be- 
hind him  (alderman  Combe)  would  say 
.to  such  a  proposition  ?  a  gentleman  who 
bad  throughout  his  public  life,  evinced 
Vuch  a  praise-worthy  zeal  in  behalf  of; 
the  rights  of  all  his  fellow-citizens-*was^ 
jhe  quite  sui'e  th^t  he  ih6uld  have  hb  is- , 
•istance  in  a  scheme  that  was  to  touch  the! 
corporate  rights  of  the  city  of  London  ?  j 
'Had  the  right  hon.  Secretary  f:onsulted 
either  of  those  gentlemen?  Had  he 
taken  thc^  least  pains  to  consult  with  any 
'one  magisti'ate,  before  he  came  dbWn  to 
.his  place  in  that  House  with  his  f6rmida- 
ble  proposition  of  inquiring  Into  the  state 
*'arid  condition^  of  the  nightly  watchr^^ 
When  those  horrible  atrocities  Were  first 
committed  in  f he  neighbourhood  of  Shad-i 
well,  they  all  rememberiBd  how  eager* 
'Tulgar  prejudice  was  io  f&ten  upon  aj 
foreigner— people  grew  all  of  a  sqadenl 
thoroughly  pertuaded  that  there  Waal 
rridence  upon  the  face  of  those  murders 
to  shew  that  \hey  were  perpetrated 
*  by  Pij'tu^uese,  adtd  by  none  hut  ror« 


tiiguc^^  t  '  i[>fi  ?  %lfo  W6uld  do  it  b^t  9br- 
tugue^e*  *fas  the  general  cry.  Prejudke^ 
howelrer,  did  iM  long  stand  still  opoil 
the  Portuguese.  The  iiext  tribe  of  lb* 
reisers  arraigned  and  C0ntitt«d,  WiW 
the  Inbh— (a  laugh)— it  4vai  hothh^g  biit 
an  Irish  murder,  and  couM  hava  beett 
done  only  b^  Irishmen !  B^a«tly  ai  thii 
pi>e|oiIice  w*s,  the  Shadwell  maginrat^^ 
Were  not  ashamed  to  act  op  to  H  in  aH  th4 
meanness  and  bigotry  of  Itfc  Indlgnatil; 
spirit,  viewing  the  nrarder  inlio  Ui&  a  l%li€ 
than  that  of  a  Pbpish  plot  They  ^tti* 
menced  ^n  indisdrimfhate  hunt  after  tM 
Irish  peoj^le;  and  Wh^n  they  hid  thetn 
betUi^  thenli,  ih  oMcfr  to  dome  iit  ovtca  td 


how  t6  crobs  ^otirself.'  Aihidit  this  ffi^ 
neral  suspiciob  of  aKens  and  Irisfamen; 
he  ^shed  td  khbw  whether  the  right  hdo. 
geiitlemat}  had  thoueht  it  pecessary  to 
report  to  the  Alibn  Office.  He  wishM  t6 
know  whether  hb  had  ev^r  ttny  consulta- 
tion upon  this  subject  with  th^  gendemeii 
at  the  head  bf  the  Alien  Office.  Had  he 
i&sked  Mr.  Reeves  one  tihj^kr  quiistioti 
kbout  this  formidable  proposition  of  en* 
quiride  into  the  state  of  tho  nightly 
watch  r  He  liad  once  moved  in  that 
Houie,  ihat'the  ^htleihdn  to  whom  he 
alluded  (Mr.  k^eves)  should  be  prosecuted 
for  a  libel  upbn'that  House  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's Attorney  General ;  yet  he  ahould 
not  fear  to  appeal  to  thiit  ffenttemto  to 
confirm  him  in  saying,  that  the  right  hon. 
Secretary  had  had  no  cbmmnnicatitm 
With  him  whateter.  Vtt  asked  of  thait 
right  h6n.  gentleman  whether  he  had  ever 
been  in  the  s^iHe  room  with  Mr.  'Bj^^^^i 
whether  he  Had  overseen  him  ibr the  last 
year  and  a  half  ?  From  ^is  one  circum« 
stance  the  Houiie  would  see  whatiort  of  m 
head  t>f  a  police  they  had  in  their  preseolt 
State  Secretary  for  the  Home  Department. 
"Had  he  consulted  ^with  the  head  of  the 
Alien  Office?  Had  he  consulted  vnth 
the  proper  oftciers  of  the  district  ?  HaH 
he  consulted  with  the  police  maeistrat^ 
of  any  of  the  divisions  ?  Had  he  c6ii- 
suited  with  itn'y  one  likely  to  giVe  him  in- 
formation upon  the  subject  ?  It  he  bdd 
not,  and  he  believed  be  had  not,  then  Wdis 
it  to  be  the  less  wondered  at,  that  the 
right  hon.  Secl-etary  for  the  Hom*^  Dejiart- 
ment  had  thought  it  sufficient,  of^On'siidi 
an  occasion,  to  be  delivered  of  bis  solemn 
proposition'for  ihquiring  into  the  state  an4 
<iofldiCiop  of  the  iii^btry  Witctt  I     Btit 
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gitefe  Mid  tofodte  ik  tbH  pn^petitloii 
w«s,tte  rrgbt  iHMi.  Secretary  bftd  Agreed 
to  abaiHk>&  k,  «fid  for  what  f  An  Amend* 
ifient,  tbM  #as  aft  odd  and  new  a  propoai- 
tkm  (^  aineiidmg  an  origioal  tiiotion> 
sb  aiij^be  bald  et^r  beard  prep^sed.  In 
general  an  aaiendnient  was  some  small 
addhion  to,  or  ^Iteratieo  of,  the  words  nf 
ibe  ongiba)  ttolion  ;  btol  bare  tbe  original 
motion  was  bat  a  satall  scrap  of  tbe 
araendraeiit ;  it  was  like  tacking  the  )oaf 
10  the  en^t  and  bot  tbe  cn»t  to  the  loaf; 
^  that  bh  learned  fn<etid's  Urge  loaf  bad 
qnite  bid  from  their  tiew  ^le  Monel  of 
emM  wbi^  tbe  right  bon.  Seetetary  iHKi 
pfbposed  for  tbeir  tielief.  It  Was  pretty 
niticb  iii  tbe  tame  Way  as  if  tbe  (^rigbMl 
fliotion  bad  beaa  for  a  Committea  to  in- 
quifht  ihto  the  amount  of  tbe  pitch  and  tar 
K^ged  in  one  of  his  Majesty's  dock^yards, 
^faerenpon  it  should  be  proposed  to  move 
lyb  an  Amendment,  that  the  laid  Commit- 
tee be  farther  instructed  to  inquire  into  tbe 
itate  of  tbe  Naval  8tdres,  VktnalKng, 
If aHmitfg,  Equipment,  and  general  Disci- 
pline of  bis  Mfijesty 's  Navy.  As  to  the  ori- 
ginal motion  in  the  case  before  the  House 
•^the  state  of  tbe  oightly  wiitcb  of  this  city, 
it  cooM  be  inquired  into  within  three  hours; 
but  tbe  general  state  of  tbe  police  of  tbe 
inetropoKs  could  not  be  inquired  into  sa- 
tisbctorily  within  as  many  months ;  what 
vras  to  be  done  in  tbe  interval  ?  In  tbe 
year  17S0,  be  bad  submitted  to  that  House 
^  tMOlion  on  tbe  then  state  of  the  poHce, 
^mfi^ben  he  complained  of  the  conduct 
of  tbe  lord  lieutenant  of  tbe  county,  for 
%hom,  however  he  entertained  a  great  per- 
gonal respect,  the  repartee  be  got  in  return 
was,  being  told  that  himself,  and  bit 
friends  general  Fitzpatrick  and  general 
Borgoyne,  were  put  in  tbe  commissions^ 
of  tbe  peaces  and  were  bound  to  do  their 
difly— sothat  every  man  that  attempted 
to  complain,  was  threatened  to  be  ibade 
a  magistrate  of.  But  was  there  not  some 
inherent  vice  in  the  system  ?  Was  there 
^o  jobbing  in  the  appointment  of  some  of 
those  police  magistrates  ?  Would  tbe  right 
bon.  gentleman  say  that  there  were  no  jobs 
'in  the  making  of  those  appointments? 
'Were  Aot  many  persons  kept  in  these; 
'aitualiods  who  were  totally  unfit  to  dis- 
'charge  the  duties  attached  to  them  ?  The 
'Worthy  baronet  («ir  F.  Burdett)  hsid  men- 
tioned his  intention  of  moving  for  names; 
this  tertainly  might  be  considered  as  an 
'  invidious  task,  but  ought  not  to  deter  a 
man  from  doing  what  he  considered  bis ' 
*  duty.    For  tome  nf  tbe  poHce  magistrStet 


COft 

bo  eatoitainad  tb«  blgbatiraapM^  aad  b» 
mentioned  witb  pleaMwe  tba  naaie  of  Mitk 
Aaron  Grabani,  wbo  bad  rcniartd  tha 
pablio  oontiderablo  teracot^  ki  bit  con* 
duct  is  tba  toperiatendeiieo  of  the  baUoL 
He  tboagbt,too>  ibat  tbo  aMgitlrataa.«f  * 
Bow- street  oflioa  bad  been  Qaiformly' 
active  and  vigilant.  Bat  vrbat  tboukl  ho 
say  of  tbe  tnagistratot  of  Sbadwetn  How 
should  he  attempt  to  describe  a  conduct,  m 
which  foUy  and  ratbnott  wore  coottaatljr 
endeavouring  to  a»aka  amcadt  for  ibe  * 
grossest  negleot  of  duty  }  At  one  tiaae  wa 
saw  tbem  miziog  in  tbe  iadiseviminata 
cry  of  tbe  mob,  and  greedily  indulging  m 
tbe  piNNligtIfty  of  teisbitt  upon  every  mtm 
#itb  a  earn  cot*  and  a  diity  tbirt;  and  al 
anc^ber,  leaving  Williams  with  all  tba 
means  necetsarylo  commit  teli^^MUrdor; 
let  one  fact  speak  more  sttongly  than 
words  could  do  to  tbeir  general  cN)daot« 
It  was  now  very  well  Imown  that  tins  Wil- 
liama  was  not  an  Irishman,  that  net  only 
no  one  circumstance  caoK  out  to  jotlify 
that  aospidon,  but  all  that  did  come  oat 
proved  bim  not  to  have  been  an  IrisbiMn. 
However,  tbe  prejudice  of  the  ibour  would 
have  him  an  Irishman,  and  at 'it  was  onoe 
bruHed  about,  it  was  gonertlly  beliovad. 
In  tbe  midst  of'tbe  Operation  of  this  preja* 
dice  seven  unfortunate  Irishnien  were  takm 
up  upon  the  strong  suspiobn  of  foul  lio«i. 
They  were  examined,  and  after  having 
been  made  to  cross  themselves,  tbey  ware 
confined  together  in  a  dose  room  .below. 
The  next  evening  tome  noise  being  beard, 
and  perhaps  no  verjr  moderate  one,  tbe 
magistrates  inquired  into  tbe  caase  of  tbia 
uproar,  and  they  were  told,  *•  Ob!  it  it 
nothing,  but  those  horrid  Iriib,  wbo  -caa 
never  bequiet''  It  tamed  out,  however, 
that  in  this  instance  at  least,  those  Iriili* 
men  had  no  great  cause  to  be  contented, 
for  they  bad  been  confined  in  tbit  bole  df 
a  room  for  tvrenty  two  hours  without  n 
bed  to  Ke  upon,  or  a  morsel  of  bread,  or  a 
drop  of  water  to  refresh  them !  And  what 
did  tbe  magistrates?  Tbey  recollected 
luckily  the  cbreumstaaee,  and  told  their 
officers,  *'  do  for  God's  sake  get  thoae 
fellows  some' bread  and  cheese,  and  then 
bHng  them  beibre  us,  and  we  will  apolo- 
gise for Hbe  trouble  we  bave  given  tbem, 
and  discbarge  them  \"  This,  he  supposed, 
was  what  tbe  right  bon.  Secretary  wouM  , 
call  vigonr.-^But,  giving  tbem  all  due>cre*  * 
dit  for  such  vigour;  where  was  tbe  vigour, 
the  justice,  the  moral,  or'  the  decency,  in 
that  abominable  tpectacle  with  which 
theyfed'tb^  wort^  appetttetpf  l^pM^ 
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in  th«.  uttsecnily  exhibitioii  of'tiM  dead 
body  to  tlie  muUiiode !  Did  tkey  wtni 
to  teach  the  people  to  prey  «pon  carcases  ^ 
Could.it  add  to  the  taocttty  of  justice  to 
make  the  pasuons  of  a  mob  hurry  it  to 
not  upon  a  senseless  carcase  ?  Was  there 
that  certainty  upon  which  alone  justice 
aught  to  act  to  make  such  a  spectacle  fit  ? 
Should  the  people  deal  out  the  vengeance 
•f  the  law  by  witnessing  the  fordiai  pro- 
cession of  mangled  limbs  and  putrid  car- 
cases ?  But  what  other  was  the  true  mo- 
tire  of  this  parade  of  the  carcase,  and  the 
nuiul  and  the  chissel— what  but  a  poor 
artifice  to  cover  their  own  scandalous 
neglect?  Why  did  thev  safier  that  man 
to  be  alone?  Why  did  thev  suffer  him 
to  be  three  days  alone,  though  they  knew 
that  there  was  a  bar  across  the  top  of  his 
dungeon,  and  that  he  wore  handkerchiefs 
and  garters  ?  The  wonder  really  was  tliat 
they  did  not  give  general  orders  to  furnish 
the  prisoner  with  a  nightly  supply  of 
razors  and  pistols.  But  what  could  be 
•aid  too  extravagantly  of  their  neglect  and 
remissness,  when  it  should  be  known  that 
this  wretch  was  snfTered  to  possess  himself 
with  a  sharp  fpiece  of  iron,  which  was 
^  found  in  his  pocket  the  morning  after  he 
banged  himself.  And  yet  after  all  this, 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  £x« 
chequer  begged  to  be  distinctly  under- 
etood  when  he  agreed  to4he  Amendment, 
that  he  did  not  thereby  mean  to  affix  the 
amallest  imputation  to  the  conduct  of  the 
magistracy.  This  was  the  salvo  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleihan;  no  reflection  on 
the  magistrates.  Some  one  had  said  ttutt 
all  the  watchmen  of  Shadwell  had  been 
ilischarged;  and  why  in  the  name  of 
justice*  not  discharge  all  the  magistrates 
too  ?  He  was  himself  pretty  conversant 
with  police  affairs,  and  recommended  to 
the  perusal  of  the  right  hon.  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  a  treatise,  written  in 
the  year  1750,  by  Mr.  Henry  Fielding,  a 
police  magistrate,  on  the  late  alarming  in- 
crease of  crimes.  He  should  hope,  that 
tiie  right  hon.  gentleman  wouki  not  think 
worse  of  the  author  for  having  been  a 
poet  and  a  drapiatic  writer.— But  to  sum 
iip  his  account  of  the  vigilance  of  the 
Shadwell  magistracy,  he  had  merely  to 
state,  that  tt^y  never  once  thought  of 
searching  the  room  of  Williams  till  nearly 
two  months  afler  the  murder,  where  they 
found  the  bloody  trowsers  and  the  ivory 
hafled  knife.  He  concluded  by  stating, 
that  he  had  formerly  thought  much  upon 
the  subject  of  the  police*  and  that  as  the 


right  hon*  Secretary  had  shewn  to-night, 
that  he  had  not  as  y«t  thought  at  all  upon 
the>  subject,  he  begged  that  that  right  hon. 
gentleman  would  begin  to  think  of  it  with, 
all  possible  dispalcb,  at  least  before  be 
again  came  down  to  the  House  to  move  with 
great  solemnity  for  an  inquiry  into  the  . 
state  and  condition  of  the  nightly  walch ! 
Mr.  Suphait  considering  the  situation 
in    which  the  magistrates  were  placed, 
thought  them  entitled  to  indulgence,  and 
even  to  compassion.    The  numerous  ar- 
restations  for  which  they  were  so  much 
blamed,  proceeded  from  those  numberless 
bformations  cr^eated    by    panic,  and  to 
which  they  owed  Williams's  apprehen- 
sion.   If,  however,  the  right  hon.  gent, 
was  right  in  his  statement,  if  the  magis- 
trates had  encouraged  prejudicies,  if  juch 
prejudices  actually  existed  against  a  brave 
and  a  generous  nation,  he  thought  th^nt 
highly  reprohensible.    But  he  must  sup* 
pose  the  right  hon.  gent,  to  have  beea 
misinformed ;  he  could,  not  believe  that 
any  m^n  of  sense  could  entertain  the  idea 
that  the  individuals  of  any  of  the  unions 
composing  the  population  of  these  realms, 
could  be  more  inclined  to  crime  than  any 
others,  and  he  strongly  deprecated  the 
idea.    He  owned  that  some  neglect  had 
attached  to  the  magistrates  in  not  seeing 
Williams  properly  watched ;  but  he  de- 
niedf  that  in  his  burial,  they  had  gone  be- 
yond the  law  against  suicides,  or  done 
more  than  the  state  of  the  public  mind 
required.    He.  attributed  the  late  increase 
of  ofibncesmore  to  the  negligence  of  the 
nightly  watch,  than  to  the  state  of  the 
police,  which  in  many   instances  could 
not  possibly  prevent  them*    In  support 
of  this,  he  stated  that  his  next-door  neigh- 
bour, in  Great  Ormond-street,  in  the  pa- 
rish of  St.  Andrew  and  St.  Creorge  the 
Martyr,  had  his  house  broke  open,  and 
considerable  property    stolen  therefrom. 
This  was  done  on  the  fiart  of  the  thieves 
with  the  utmost  deliberation,  and  it  was 
ascertained  that  no  watchman  bad  beea 
seen  that  night  in  the  street    On  enquiry 
it  was  found,  that  by  a  recent  and  most 
whimsical   regulation,  the   watchmen  of 
that  parish  were  allowed  two  dead  nights 
in  the  week  ;  that  was,  they  were  allow- 
ed to  absent  themselves  two  niebts  with- 
out fear  of  being  reported,  and  it  so  hap* 
pened  that  all  the  watchmen  had  taken 
the  night  of  the  robbery  for  one  of  their 
dead  nights.    The  hon.  and  learned  genu 
believed  that  many  of  the  crimes  which 
swelled  the  list  produced  by  his  hon.  aqd 
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learned  friend  (tir  S.  Boknillv)>  were  oniT 
larcehies  and  warehouie  robDeries»  which 
h  was  the  doty  of  the  nightly  watch  to 
prefent.  -Indeed  he  waa  so  convinced 
that  the  fault  laid  entirely  with  tbem«  diat 
he  would  have  voted  against  the  Amend- 
ment, had  iie  not  been  apprehensife  of 
being  left  akma.  He  trusted,  that  no 
delay  would  take  place  in  taking  the 
necessary  steps  to  restore  security  to  the 
metropolis. 

Mr.  Matheu>  MmUague  was  sorry  to 
detain  the  House,  but  could  not  omit 
DDticWig  the  levity  with  which  a  right 
ben.  gent.  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  treated  the 
question,  as,  indeed,  he  treated  most  sub- 
jects  before  the  House.  He  could  not 
conceive  his  motive  for  attacking  his  right 
bon.  friend,  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
for  asserting  that  he  never  had  a  conference 
with  a  magistrate,  although  his  right  hon. 
Ifiend,  in  his.speech/  hid  positively  as* 
aerted  the  contrary.  He  could  not  con- 
ceive ,his  motives,  which,  however,  he 
attributed  to  party-spirit.  As  to  the  right 
hon.  gent/s  assertions,  he  would  not  say 
they  were  not  true,  because  it  was  un- 
parliamentary, and  departing  from  the 
•olemnity  of  the  debate  ;  but  he  would 
beg  the  right  hon.  gent.'s  pardon,  in  say- 
ing, th^t  he  could  not  possibly  believe 
Ihem. 

Mr.  S4md!a»  said,  that  he  was  sure  the 
lion.  gent,  had  other  motives^  that  re- 
strained him  from  itoing  such  language, 
than  the  mere  apprehension  of  seeming 
too  solemn ;  for  his  part,  he  was  free  to 
acknowledge,  that  it  the  hon.  gent,  had 
called  his  assertions  untruths,  that  in- 
stead of  looking  upon  it  as  a  proof  of  ex- 
cessive solemnity,  he  should  have  rather 
received  it    as  an  instance  of  absolute 

'  vivacity  In  that  hon.  gent.  For  the  right 
hon.  I&cretary  of  State  he  professed  the 
highest  respect^'  and  as  the  hon.  gent, 
was  so  much  at  a  loss  to  account  for  his 
motives  in  attacking  the  right  hon.  gent, 
-aa  much  so,  indeed,  that  he  had  repeated 
it  SIX  times,  he  would  tell  him>  that  his 

'  only  motives  were  motives  of  public  duty ; 
and  if  the  hon.  gent,  as  a  member  of 
parliament,  was  unacquainted  with  such 
motives, .  be  o6uld  imly  say  that  he  was 
very  sorry  far  it. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  carried, 
and  the  foUovJag  members  were  named 
to  form  the  Committee ;  Mr.  Secretary 
Syder,  Sir  C.  Price,  Sir  James  Shaw,  Sir 
wilfiain  Curtis,  Mr.  Alderman  Combe,  Mr. 

I  Byng,  Mr.  Mellish,  Sir  f  .  Bnrdett/  Lord 
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Cochrane,  Sr  T.  Turton,  MMi.  Thomton; 
Mr.'Tiemey,  Lord  Lowther,  Mr.  Leyces«> 
ter,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Abercromby, 
col.  Wood,  Mr.  SturgesBoume^  Mr.  Hall> 
Mr.  Robinson,  Mr.  Frankland. 

HOUSB   OF    LORDS. 

Monday,  Januaiy  20. 
RouAM  CaTBOuct  or  ImiLAMD.}  Lord 
QramUe  acquainted  the  House  it  was  with 
extreme  reluctance  he  had  ^ain  to'post* 
pone  the  pending  discussion  of  the  im« 
portant  subject  of  the  CathoKcsof  Ireland. 
With  the  cause  he  believed  all  their  Jord^ 
ships  were  acquaioted^  nameiv,  the  severe 
domestic  afflicdon  [the  death  of  ihe  son 
of  lord  6.  Cavendish]  which  recentl|r 
occurred  in  a  &mily,  with  whicfh  his  noble 
friend,  who  was  to  bring  forward  the  m^ 
tion,  was  nearly  connected,,  and  in  whic^ 
affliction  be  deeply  participated.  It  was 
proposed  to  defer  tlie  discussion  for  a  week» 
and  no  longer.  His  lordship  then  moved 
to  discharge  the  order'  for  summowiljp 
their  lordsnips  for  Friday  the04tb  insi; 
and  to  renew  the  same  for  Friday  the  31st 
inst.  which  was  ordered  accordingly. 

HOUSB  OF  COMMONS. 

King's  HotisBHOLn  Bill.]  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  present^  the  Bill 
for  making  provision  fbr  the  better  sap- 
port  and  arrangement  of  bis  Majesty's 
Household,  and  for  the  care  of  bis  Ma- 
jesty's real  and  personal  property,  daring 
the  continuance  of  his  indisposition.  Tha 
Bin  was  then  read'  the  first,  and  on  the 
motion,  that  it  be  read  a  secpnd  tone, 

Mr.  Tiemty  observed,  that  from  an 
examination  of  the  estimate  laid  before 
the  House,  of  the  annual  charge  upon  the 
Civil  List  revenues,  framed  in  1804,  and 
the  aecounts  of  the  disbursements  for 
the  seven  following  years,  certain  produc- 
tions appeared  to  him  to  be  necessary, 
before  he  could  consent  to  give  his  vote 
for  the  second  reading  of  this  hill.  It  was 
impossible  to  understand  from  the  papers 
which  had  been  already  produced,  what 
arrangement  it  was  necessary  to  make,  or 
whether  the  sums  which  they  should 
grant  might  exceed  or  faH  short  of  What 
the  occasion  demanded.  Fh>m  these  pa- 
pers it  appeared  that  the  expenditure  of 
the  Civil  List  exceeded  the  revenue  by 
upwards  of  12f,t)00/.  annually  ;  so  that  it 
was  not  fair  to  state  the  Civil  List  at 
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Vl^fiM.  p«r  yoar*  wMi  the  te^  wun  m* 

f«Bdod  iw  jPff^ter  by  lj24,00ai:    Wfat- 

ther  tbif  arfoitioiial  expepce  was  really 

Becetaaiy,  U  wet  impMsible  to  eay,  with* 

oaiihe  preduetioD  of , more  documeat«; 

for  ail  that  coold  be  learned  from  those 

already  prodqced*  wjas  the  actual  excess^ 

and  the  particular  classes  on  which  that 

excess  had  arisen.     But  this    was    not 

•nesgb'te'eiiabletlie  House  to  actio  the 

snaaner  wbieh  they  were  calliKl  en  to  do, 

because  it  did  not  allow  them  to  see  wfae* 

iber  tbe  >excess  was  justifiable,  or  could 

Admit  of  redvetion  ;  and  4>e  skeuld  wish 

ee  baffe  a  Committee  appainted  far  tbe 

fwrnese  «f  tmiDiriiig  SMio  tbe  actual  sftate 

^tteCiWl  Lift    Tki3  ^Ms  certainly  tbe 

€anst  time  tbat4tt|  .addition  bad  been  de- 

enanded  to  tbe  Civil  list,  witbout  tbe  jap- 

{Msntmeut  ef  a  Committea  to  <infuire.inio 

Mie  suljaot,  and  wkbaat  tbe  prodmstiim 

of  more  papers  tba0 '  bad  >been  tbougbt 

£t  to  be  laid  befiMe  them  en  Cbe  present 

i;:bat  viletbertbe  remtie  be  te- 

was  or  was  not  jusAified  by 

iie  "wai  certain  that  it  was  at 

idl.e^rmitB  tbe  mast  raitional  and  cawne^ 

Ment.  ^in  wiui^ltt  was  about  to  mofe 

lbr«  be  profess^  be  was  actuated  by  no 

wish  to  embarrass  or  retard  ministers  in 

carryioff  this  business  through  tbe  House  ; 

but  oefore  ifte  saaaad  reamog  of  the  bill 

iook^plafe^i  be^aPoU  mb  tb^t  .|be  fev^ 

jNi|>eia  be  intended  ^  ^nore 'for  bjefbre 

jittiiwdowii^fshautd  be.fQQveJtime  befone 

4lbe  House,  ;tbait.tbf^,rioigbt.ooqae  to  the 

Jwoss^on  n(itb.  every  requisite  iu&rma- 

.tion.    Tp  mtisfy  Kbe  House  that  theae 

.^cMittQQfd    papers   were  necessary  ma* 

4erial#  ^  tbe  consideration  iof  this  ,pre* 

fltfU  .%9as|iop,  it^was^only  oeqe^ry  to 

rotate  >ta"  tjb«im  that  an  .estimate   of  the 

.iBberg^ffn  the  QifiL  List  w^s  driawn  up 

in  ai^Jthat  from  IdPi  downwards,  ,the 

aspenditorerof  each  y^ar  gn^ly  .qxice^d- 

,ad  thAsumof  that  (^tiwate;  and  that  it 

waa.  Almost  impossible  that  a  more  mature 

arr^gement  could  4ake  place  .than  .;b»t 

pf  tbe  Clyil  List  in  .1104.    Ha  should  pro- 

.aaed.  therefiore  ^^tate  to  ibe  House  the 

principal  articles  on  .wbich  ,he  wished  to 

hav^  information.    Tlie  <fir8t  vr^as  jsn  ac- 

.Qount7/of  tbe  biliS'^aid  each  y«ar  in  tbe 

tdepastmenttof tbeiiordSteumd.  .lo^e 

.estimate  Af  ;1804,  -J^iPPP/.  .sMWially  ,bad 

.b^n  tbangbt>0u6&9ient  tp,ffnaet  ^1  ^tbese 

^biU#;  and  yet  in.tbe  ▼eiw^n^xt'fceai^  l$05> 

they  wmld^ad,  tbat^.tbey  amopoMed  .to 

tna.)eM.a  /nw.lNm  \9»i»^    He  did^t 

li^^jQiMiitbif  sum  mmUis^  mucb^  bot  jie 
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certainly  thought  (bat  it^r^nirfd  explana^ 
tion*  In  another  year  the  expenditure 
in  this  department  amopnted  to  107.000/^ 
and  in  the  last  yeiur  it  amounted  tfr 
l\J^,jf2%  While  be  did  not  wish.tP  exr 
.press  Any  opinion  en  this  satu^^ct  at  pre-* 
isenty  be  tbougbt  it  was  but  fair  to  s^te 
that  reports  £ad  gone  abroad  of  consi- 
derable abuses  existing  in  tb#t  depart 
ment»  and  that  tbe§e  reports  bad  comr 
from  a  quarter  which  induced  him  to  view 
the  vast  increaie  that  bad  taken  place 
wjtb  great  jealousy.  He  implored  the 
House,  therefore^  not  to  pria^eed  farther 
in  this  bfi«iMss  till  they  ha^  examined 
into  the  p^rticnlars  of  this  expendiuira.r 
•It.vmis  certeinly  jringuUr  ei|0Mgh>  that  the 
eicess  taek  place  at  ifte  very  moment 
wbc^Mr.  Pitt  said  ibat  IbfiQOi:  would 
be  sofficient  He^b^pfld  that  the  right 
ban.  the  ChMCeU^  .of  the  £xQh«quer 
wtould  net  otijs^  0  the  giving  \tm  de- 
tailed acoewBl. 

1^  next  actfount  .be  wi^bed  for,waf» 
that  iof  ihe  ^radesmens'  .bills  in  ibe  de- 
jiartmentoftbetiiQid  iChiUDberlain.  The 
extnmadiilary  way  jm  whieb  affairs  bad 
been  conducted  in  *tbat  department^  would 
sufficiently  eppear  wbcsi  tbe  particobura 
of  this  dapai^ment  of  tbe  Civil  List  yme 
laid  befeceibe  Haijuie.  He  would  agaia 
implore  the  House  to  examine  into  this 
subject,  to  look  iuAo  Mr.  Pitt's  estimate 
and  tbe  estimates  of  all  preceding  ad- 
ministrations. Mr.  r  Pitt  conceived  that 
^5/XX^.  .would  be  amply  sufficient  for 
tbe  payment  of  all  tbe  ti^adesmens'  biUs 
in  Ums  depactmeot  on  the  .3th  of  July 
1  W4|  and  yetiit  appeared  ^bat  tbe  ipcraAse 
here  >  was  er en  greater  .than  in  that  of  4be 
Lord  Steward ;  for  on  tbe  dth  of  Jaly 
1805,  this  estimated  sumwM^more  .tbeA 
.doubled,  tbe  bills  at  that  4ime  being  to> 
no  less  an  amount  than  I33«^(V.  In  tbe 
jiext  year  the  expenditure  got  up  to* 
li36i,009/.'in  another  year  it  .was  124,00^ 
and  then  it  fell  to  95/)00/.  On  the  fuce 
of  the  documents  now  before  the  House, 
there  wm  nothing  to  satisfy  tbcm.  respect- 
ing .the  cause  of  this  rise  and  fall.  la 
id09itrttBe  to  149,618/.  and  fell  in  tbe 
following  to  UI,oai/.and  in  a  sobas^ient 
|imr  to  XOXfi^L  In  .all  this  M>er^  ma 
certainly  an  appearanqe  of  gl^at  ,im- 
ipffudence.  He  did  not^conqeive  that  the 
Lfifd  Chamberlain  wfis  a  person^  vrbe  Jntd 
imefely.the  direetioaiof  that  de|iart9^et» 
.wiMie«i«tA>eing  obliged  to. iQofc  intpitsde- 
^Is,  >aed  to  see  ttat  the  enpenffe  ftbo^ld 
wife  jpfftpiudy  Jfopt  ..tbe.aniclei  jfoUiPg 
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under  it  Htf  anderttood  that  the  smnt 
paid  out  here  were  principally  for  blllt 
connected  with  fomitmre,  a  species  of 
expence  which  might  be  increased  with- 
out Old.  The  House  were  sorely  bound 
to  satisfy  themselves  on  sd  important  a 
subject  as  this,  in  order,  if  the  expences 
were  unwarrantable,  that  they  might  not 
occur  again,  and  that,  in  making  a  per* 
manent  arran^ment,  they  might  not  be 
considered  as  likely  so  to  recur.  In  any 
'  motion  which  it  was  possible  for  him  to 
make  on  this  subject^  he  should  find  it 
difficult  so  to  express  himself  as  to  be  able 
Co  fitll  upon  precisely  what  was  wanted 
for  the  elucidation  of  the  business,  with- 
out the  assistance  of  the  right  hon.  gent 
who,  seeing  the  intended  object,  would  be 
much  better  enabled  to  judge  than  he 
could  be  supposed  to  do,  what  would 
exactly  answer  the  purpose. 

With  respect  to  the  department  of  the 
Master  of  the  Horse,  the  management  of 
which  he  understood  was  conductdd  by 
one  of  the  Equerries,  be  would  say  nothing 
at  present,  as  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
■lost  economically  managed,  and  erery 
thing  that  it  ought   to  be.«-»T1ie   next 
'  article  on  which  he  could  wish  for  ex- 
planation, was  one  as  to  which,  he  was 
s^id  the  right  hon.  gent,  would  not  be 
prepared  to  satisfy  him,  he  meant  the 
Special  Service  and  Royal  Bounty.    In 
1804,  the  estimate  for  these  expences  was 
10,000(.    The  next  year  the  expenditure 
was  t4>,000/.  ;«and  Uie  year  after  it  got 
up  to  50,1 1 1/.    Now,  what  the  cause  of 
this  could  be,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  guess ; 
and  if  the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite  had 
00  objection,  be  would  move  for  papers 
illustrative  of  this  circumstance. 
'   The  only  other  article   on   which  he 
should  wish  for  information,  was  that  of 
the  Extraordinary  Disbursen^nts  for  Fo* 
reign  Ambassadors,  Presents  to  them,  ^. 
The  whole  of  the  ordinary  expence  of 
Foreign     Ambassadors    in     1804,    was 
1 1 2,350/. ;  but  this  branch  of  expenditure 
had  been  continually  diminishing  since 
that  period.    In    1808   it  amounted  to 
59,835/. ;  in  18J0  to  67,482/.;  and  it  noW 
stood  at  77,064/.  and  this  reduction  was 
occasioned  by  the  diminished  number  of 
Ambassadors,  arising  from  the  particular 
situation  of  the  continent  for  some  time 
past.    But  what  was  certainly  singuhir 
enough,  was,  that  while  the  number  of 
Ambassadors  was  so  much  reduced,  the 
Extraordinary   Disbursements,  which  in 
1804  were  estimated  at  10,0001.  should 
(VOL.  XXI.) 
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have   risen    to    50.111/.   aflerwsNrds  to 
83,8 1 3/.  and  now  actually  stood  at  53,83ff. 
How  was  this  to  be  accounted  for  ?    This 
sum  could  not  certainly  be  Secret  Service 
money  ;  for  there  was  a  I  arse  sum  voted 
by  parliament  every  year  lor  that  pufw 
pose.    The  presents  to  Foreign  Ministers, 
which  were  also  estimated  at  10,000/.  in 
1804,  amounted  now  to  33,750/.    Surely 
it  was  necessary  this  should  also  be  ex- 
plained.—Again,  he  would  say  that  all 
these  very  extraordinary  differences  be- 
tween the  estimate  and  the  actual  expen* 
diture  of  the  Civil  List  might  be  account-^ 
ed  for  satisfactorily  ;  but  when  the  states 
ment  which  he  had  just  miade  should  go 
out  to  the  world,  he  was  confident  that  tho 
country  would  not   be    satisfied    unlesa 
every  information  which  it  was  in  tho 
power  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  give 
should  accompany  it.    He  shouh)  there» 
fore  move,   '*  That  there  be  laid  beforo 
this  House,    1.  An  Account  shewine  tho 
amount  of  the  charges  upon  the  CivilList 
Revenues,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Bills  o€ 
Tradesmen  in  the  department  of  the  Lord 
Steward,  specifying  the  different  heads  of 
expence  under  which  th^  same  have  beeit 
paid,  from  the  5th  of  July  1804  to  th<^ 
5th  of  July    1811 ;  distingutkhing  eack 
year.    2.  An  Account  shewing  the  amount 
of  charges  upon  the  Civil  List  Revenues^ 
so  far  as  relates  to  payments  made  to 
Foreign   Ministers,  under  the   heads  of 
Extraordinary    Disburteto^nts,    Presents 
and   Equipage  money,   from  the  5th  of 
July  1804  to  the  5th  of  July  1811 ;  die- 
tinguishing  each  year,  and  the  names  o( 
the  Foreign  Minister^  to  whom  the  said 
payments  have  been  made.    3.  An  Ac* 
count  sbewinff  the    amount  of   charges 
upon  the  Civil  List  Revenues,  so  far  aa 
relates  to  the  bills  of  Tradesmen  in   tho 
Dephrtment  of  the  Lord   Chamberlain, 
specifyin§^  the  diflferent  heads  of  expenco 
under  which  the  same  have  been  paid,' 
and  also  the  particular  service  to  whijch 
applicable,  where  the  amount  has  exceed* 
ed  500/. ;  distinguishing  each  year,  from 
the  5th  of  July  1804  to  the  5th  of  July 
1811.'' 

The  ChmceUor  qf  ike  Ssckequer  said,  as 
it  was  bis  wish  that  the  Bill  should  bo 
committed  on  Friday,  it  was  desirable  that 
the  second  reading  might  be  as  near  to 
the  goinff  through  a  Committee  as  possi* 
ble ;  and  for  that  purpose  he  ipoved  that 
the  second  reading  should  be  on  Thurs* 
day.<  He  had  not  the  smallest  objection 
to  communicate  to  ite.  House  wbatevtr 
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iafbfiinikm  inighl  be  judged  M|awiie; 
•lid  adverting  to  the  pepen  specified  by 
the  right  boo.  gentfemaoj  he  oould  tee  no 
ot^^ectioD  to  the  production  of  them  ^  bot 
^e  boped^thet  that  right  hon»  gtatlenen 
would  agree  to  raise  the  sums  on  whicb 
be  wished  much  information  in  the  depart- 
jBient  under  the  Lord  Chamberlain  to  5001. 
becaojie  be  was  himself  satisfied  that  the 
exceai  had  arisen  on  sums  of  m  much 
larger  description,  though  if  it  should  be^ 
fom  that  this  was  not  sufficient,  more 
detailed  information  would  be  afforded. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  account  for  the 
esoess  of  the  subsequent  years  over  the 
Astimate,  and  particularly  of  the  year  im* 
mediately  succeeding;  but  be  thought 
that  it  might  partly  be  accounted  foe 
from  an  impossibility  of  suddenly  re- 
dttciog»  after  knowing  the  determination^ 
»  number  of  expences. which  had  pre* 
viously  exceeded  the  estimate.  .  This  was 
*  sort  of  justification  for  the  expenditure 
of  the  year  following  the  estimatOi  and 
accordingly  it  would  oe  found  that  year 
greatly  exceeded  the  subsequent  year. 
The  salaries  of  foreign  ministers  had 'been 
^diminished,  from  the  number  of  missions 
to  which  aa  end  had  been  put;  but  the 
iBXtraordioary  circumstances  attending  se* 
▼era!  of  these  missions  of  late  years,  would 
sufficiently  justify,  be  troited»  an  inquiry 
into  the  additional  expence  on  that  ac- 
coent. 

The  papers  moved  for  were  ordered, 
and  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  wu 
fixed  for  Thursday, 


Expsycis  OP  THE  Assumption  op 
Royal  Authoeitt  by  thb  PaiNcs  Kb- 
oxMT.]  The  House  having  resolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  (jS  Snpply, 

The  Cbmedlot  ^  the  Eackeqwr  moved, 
««That  a  sum  not  exceeding  IQOj^OOl 
be  granted  to  his  Miyesty,  for  making 
provision  for  defraying  the  Sxpencts  in« 
curred  in  consequence  of  the  Assumption 
of  the  personal  exercise  of  the  Royal 
Authority,  by  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent  in  the  name  and  on  the  be- 
half of  his  Majesty/' 

Mr.  Ttmw)r  said,  that  although  be  felt  it 
personally  unpleasant  to  make  any  remark 
on  ihe  present  grant,  yet  the  br^  duty 
which  he  owed  to  the  public  was  impo* 
rious,  and  be  would  discharge  it.  The 
Prince  Regent  had  now  executed  the 
functions  ofRegent  for  twelve  months>  and 
i^hen  all  the  expencet  attendant  on  the 
Wumptioa  of  thM  office  h«d  bMi  over. 


the  minister  came  forward  wltfi  his  outfil 
foe  the  Reffency.  Every  man  must  feet 
that  the  Prince  Regent  had  been  at  great 
espences  for  the  purpose  alluded  to ;  and 
it  wa$,  he  was  confiuent*  in  the  rec^lecr 
tion  of  every  one,  that  the  Prince  ha4 
with  that  delicacy  which  was  ouje  laf  tb9 
characteristics  of  bis  mind,  and  with  a 
proper  feeling  for  the  burihened  state  ol 
the  people,  refused  to  accept  a  sum  ef 
money  last  year.  How,  therefore,  could 
the  minister  now  ask  the  House  to  voia 
this  outfit;  parti(;ularly  when  he  men- 
tinned  no  distinct  appropriation  of  it— 
when  he  rather  stated  it  aa  a  boon  or.  a 
grant  which  had  no  precedent  in  omr  his* 
tory  ?  No  such  outnt  was  ever  voted  by 
the  parliament  of  England  on  the  assump*  ' 
tion  of  the  monarchy ;  and  although  he 
was  most  heartilv  disposed  to  vote  any 
sum  which  wouhi  be  appropriated  to  tlia 
meeting  of  the  expences  which  the  Prince 
Regent  had  already  been  al,  yet  he  waa 
anxious  to  ^ard  against  the  recognitioA 
of  such  a  pnnciple,  as  that  it  was  alwaya 
necessary  to  vote  a  certain  sum  of  money 
for  the  natural  assumption  of  the  royal 
authority.  He  hoped,  that  it  was  not  the 
right  hoe.  gentleasan's  intention  to  conair  ^ 
der  a  king  or  regent  of  England  in  the 
light  of  an  ambassador,  whom  it  was  no* 
cessary  to  equip  out  in  a  particular  way# 

The  ChoHceUar  </  ihe  Exdidqwr  replied, 
that  he  had  intended  the  words  to  apply 
both  retrospectively  and  prospectively, 
and  bad  no  objection  to  introduce  theee 
expressions  into  his  motion.  He  certainly 
meant  that  the  sum  should  cover  the  ex* 
pences  both  of  the  temporarv  regency^ 
which  his  Royal  Highness  bad  passed 
through,  and  oi  the  permenent  n^^ency 
into  which  he  waa  about  to  enter*  No 
dangerous  precedent  couhl  posnhly  be 
aibrded,  because  in  the  event  of  the 
demise  of  the  crown,  the  Regent  would  of 
necessity  succeed  to  the  property  of  the 
cnmn,  and  no  parliamentary  grant  could 
then  be  required. 

Mr,  Tiem^  apprehended,  that  at  leaal 
his  Royal  Highness  should  have  been  ^* 
vised  to  send  a^  message  to  the  House  on 
the  subject.  He  did  not  think  parliament 
justified  in  asking  his  Royal  Highnesa  to 
accept  of  IOO,QO0L  unless  they  iAciallv 
knew  that  be  required  it  He  most  wil* 
linglv  admitted  the  delicacy  of  the  Be* 
gent  s  conduct  during  the  early  part  of 
bis  regency,,  in  declming  to  make  any 
addition  to  the  national  burthens  by  th# 
acceptance  of  an  increased  revanae^  and 
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he  dlowtd  tet  hii^IUyil  HighnWt  lib* 
•aqoem  expenoes  man  h«ve  beett  iiery 
considtnibto*  P^ksmik  ought  ^  be* 
luive  towardt  ibe.  Frioce  Regent  wkb 
Ubertttty;  b«t  k  wt*  to  tbe  oiode  in 
wbfcb  the  i»eetore  was.  proposed  that  he 
ebyeeted,  and  be  recooMnended  to  the 
right  hoB.  gentleman  to  withdraw  bis  me- 
tioB  nniii  Wednesday,  in  otder  to  word  it 
»  a  maimer  more  satisfactory  to  the 
Heese;  for  be  confessed  that  he  did  not 
Kke  the^  woids  «*  prospecttfely  and  mtro- 
spectivdv/' 

The  dtmalhr^iht  MukcMgr  proposed, 
aAerthe  word  '^expencesyto  mtrodttce 
tbe  words,  «'  which  have  been  or  may 
be/'  ^ 

Mr.  Wkhhmid  conld  not  allew  this  yies* 
lion  to  pass  witbeet  making  a  lew  obeepva* 
tkms.  However  invidioos  ii  was  to  eppeee 
ench  a  grant  for  bis  Rofwl  Highness, 
under  the  present  ciroiaistances.  Hill,  he 
Ssk  H  his  dnty,  as  a  member  of  parlia^ 
aMBi,  to  oppose  the  rote  nntiL  snch  a 
Message  should  be  sent  down  lo  the 
Booee  as  was  osnal  in  snch  eases>  The 
iHmtry  bad  last  year  given  great  credit 
y  bis  Royal  Highness  for  the  coaHBttnion- 
which  he  had  caesed  to  be  made  to 
tbe  Honse,  of  hie  intendon  of  not  laying 
any  addiUospl  burthens  on  the  ooontry, 
idr  the  ezpences  he  might  be  pot  to  m 
assuming  the  R^^cy.  For  this  oomnra- 
aication  bis  Royal  Highness  bad  most 
deservedly  obuined  great  credit;  but 
iMnring  so  received  it,  be  thought  that  it 
appeared,  somewhat  extraordinary,  that  a 
svm  of  lOOyOOol.  should  be  demanded  by 
tb^  minister  for  the  exp^ces  which  bad 
been  already  incurred,  as  wdl  as  those 
4at  woold  M  necessary  new*  He  wished 
to  know  in  what  manner  this  sum  was  to 
be  ^vided,  between  expences  past  and 
expences  to  eoese*  He  wished  to  knew 
wlMt  were  the  additioaal  sums  whkh  had 
been  ezpoided,  or  whether  there  bad 
been  ai^  increase  of  visible  splendour 
iboat  bis  ^yal  Highneu  since  be  as> 
somed  the  regency.  He  did  not  mean  to 
iay>  howcviv,  that  the  sum  was  too  much 
10  grant ;  nor  had  he  any  means  of  know- 
ing whether  it  wu  sufficient.  Hetbought, 
bmevtr,  that  it  was  necemarv  that  the 
Honee  ihoniil  be  infonned  in  the  ri|[«lar 
■ariJBBientiBry  way  by  a  message^  and  aafe 
ay  the  mare  asseraon  of  a  minister,  what 
earn  of  money  was  repaired,  and  for  what 
yarpeeesb 

.  »«  Secretary  i%«iir  tbooght  that  the 
Itobaveibqiotleiif 


that  the  cirtuwsstantes  were  ve  ^ 
under  which  that  eommanlcaiioa  was 
made.  At  that  time  there  prevmled  a 
ffeneral  expectation  of  his  Ma}es^  beina 
likely  soon  to  resmne  his  functions,  and, 
iberelbre,  his  Royal  Highness  did  not 
then  think  it  necessary  to  call  for  any 
additional  sum  to  meet  the  expences  of  a. 
regency,  which  it  was  hoped  woald  not' 
have  lasted  more  than  a  lew  menthe*. 
For  this  resolution  he  was  deservedly 
entitled  to  all  the  credit  which  he  had 
received  irom  the  country:  but  when' 
his  Majesty's  illness  had,  contrary  to  all 
expectation,  continued  for  nearly  a  year 
since  the  period  of  that  communication* 
his  Royal  Highness  was  necessarily  <^lij«' 
to  incur  great  additional  expences.  The. 
vote  therefore  which  was  now  proposed, 
was  founded  on  a  state  of  things  which 
was  totelly  different  from  that  which 
existed  when  the  communication  was. 
madew  As  to  the  manner  in  whfob  tha 
otyect  was  to  be  eflected,  be  thought  that 
it  would  be  much  more  delicate  for  par* 
liament  to  take  up  the  subject  themselvee». 
than  to  require  of  his  Royal  Highness  to 
send  down  a  formal  message  upon  it.,  Ha 
thought  that  it  was  sufficient  foundatioa 
to  proceed  upon,,  when  the  necessity  ot 
suck  a  vote'was  stated  to  the  Honse  by 
those  who  were  the  best  acquainted  with* 
the  facts.  It  mast  be  obvious  to  every  one* 
that  a  considerable  additional  expenoe 
must  necesmrily  have  been  contracted 
by  his  Royal  Highness,  in  oonseqocnce  of 
assomiiw  the  Regency. 
-  Mr.  AtUtm  maintamed  that  the  Princa 
Regent  might  very  w^U  last  year  claioa 
no  expence  whatever,  from  the  natural 
expectatioa*  that  the  Regency  would  soon 
be  at  an  end  ;  but  the  House  would  re- 
collet,  that  there  was  a  great  diffi^renca 
between  the  sttaatlon  of  his  Royal  Highoesa 
then,  and  his  situation  now.  Were  the 
situation  the  same  now  as  it  was  then,  ha 
was  confident  that  his  conduct  would  alsov 
be  the  same ;  but  there  were  variona 
circumstances  which  distinguished  the 
one  period  from  the  other.  It  was  oer«* 
talnly  the  most  ungracious  mode  of  pro* 
ceeding  possible,  to  allow  his  Royal  High* 
Bern  to  seek  that,  wbich»  though  he  might 
very  natumlly  expect,  be  would  also  aa 
natocally  feel  a  relactaBee  to  ask  ;  and  if 
the  practice  of  parliament  did  not  eland 
in  the  way  of  a  contrary  proceeding,  ha 
sheald'  certainly  thnik  it  by  BMMh  tha 
most  becomina  and  suitabla.  Bat  he  oott* 
teadid  thial  &a.  practiea  eC  pariiimmrt 
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required  no  such  Ibing  as  a  mtssage. 
Hk  Royal  Highness  hsul  now  discharged 
the  doties  of  the  Regency  for  nearly  a 
year,  and  every  person  must  be  soppoted 
to  know  that  during  that  period  his  ex- 
peaces  mast  have  been  considerably 
greater  than  what  they  would  have  been 
lor  his  own  occasions  merely.  The  first 
grant,  therefore,  applied  to  the  expences 
incerred  during  that  lung  period.  With 
respect  to  the  second  grant,  any  person 
might  know  that  though  the  expenditure 
wonld  be  very  large,  yet  it  was  impW 
alble  to  frame  any  particular  estimate  of 
it/  Sure  he  was,  however,  that  it  was  not 
too  large.  On  that  grwnid  he  should 
conceive  that  the  motion  as  it  was  worded 
ooght  to  past.  Bat  there  was  another 
ground  for  voting  this  sum,  and  that  was, 
that  had  his  Royal  Highness  succeeded  to 
the  throne  as  a  sovereign  succeeded  to  it 
on  the  demise  ef  his  pr^ecessor,  he  would 
also  hare  succeeded  to  the  revenues  and 
the  rights  befon^n^  to  the  crown.  He 
would  have  had  it  m  his  power  to  brine 
.under  consideration  what  was  arranged 
at  the  beginning  of  the  present  reign.  Bat 
now  the  case  was  very  different  indeed. 
He  had  not  succeeded  in  consequence  of 
a  demise,  bat  was  called  to  supply  tho 
]4«ce  of  his  royal  ftrther,  in  the  onforta- 
nute  and  distressing  sitoMion  to  which  he 
was  reduced.  Under  these  circumstances 
thtrefbre,  he  thought  it  the  doty  of  par- 
liament, to  his  Royal  Highness,  to  the  con- 
atttution,  and  to  the  country,  to  come  for- 
ward  in  the  first  instance,  and,  withoot 
any  communication  from  his  Royal  High- 
ness, to  accede  to  the  proposition  made 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  Hunt  expressed  himself  perfectly 
iatisfied  with  the  Resolution.  The  as- 
iumption  of  the  office  of  Regent  was, 
SMneces$iiiU9  rei,  attended  with  a  very  cjbn- 
iiderable  expeiice  :  every  gentteman  in 
the  House,  he  was  sore,  must  be  convinced 
of  that  .fiict:  it  was  not,  therefore,  a 
bounty,  which  they  were  called  on  to 
Krant,  bat  only  a  sun  voted  to  pay  a  just 
(iebt. 

Mr.  Wkithnad  said,  that  neither  the 
fpeech  of  his  hon,  and  learned -firiend,  nor 
the  remaric  just  made,  had  io  the  least 
degree  conviftosd  binl  that  a  Message 
from  the  sovereign  power  was  not  necea^ 
sary  to  enable  the  Hooso  to  adopt  the  re- 
solution proposed.  At  the  tine  of  the 
first  conslitatioo  of  the  Regency,  >  when  a 
saaseage  was  bwoght  down  to  patliament, 
staiiiig  ^M  tkejMPiBce.of  Walee  did  aot 


widi  any  expclice  to  be  incarred.on  hie 
accoont,  he  had  listened  to  the  obaerva-. 
tions  of  his  hon.  aad  learned  friead  (Mr.* 
Adam)  with  moeh  atteatioa,  conceiving, 
that  they  came  with  a  sort  of  o0ioial  an*, 
thority  :  in  the  present  iastanoe,  what-- 
ever  credit  might  be  doe  to  tlio  stateiaent,' 
he  coald  not  consider  it  in  any  sudi  light,, 
in  as  mach  as  his  hon.  and  learned  firiand* 
was  no  longer  to  be  deemed  the  oi^a  of 
the  Prihce  Regent,  since  the  ministerial 
servants  of  his  Royal  Higbneas  wore  the 
proper  channel  for  any  official  commiiDi*. 
cations  to  that  House.  He  did  not  mean 
to  assert  that  the  sum  proposed  was  too? 
moch  er  too  little,  for  no  means  of  jadg- 
ing  had  been  supplied  :  he  should  be  glad. 
tolMar,  however,  what  expences  had  been 
gone  to,  and  without  proceeding  with  duo? 
regularity,  aiter  the  assoraace  of  the  Re«; 
^nt  that  no  additional  charges  siiould  be. 
incurred  on  his  account,  he  concetvod 
that  the  House  would  be  doing  a  gross- 
act  of  injustice  to  his  Royal  Highness.*^ 
His  hon.  nod  learned  firiend  iiad  said,  that  ' 
at  the  time  when  this  assurance  was  given, 
it  was  fully  expected  that  the  term  woald< 
\m  short  daring  which  the  Prince  would 
be  called  upon  to  fulfil  the  duties  of 
royalty.  It  might  be  so,  but  ho  could 
not  discover  what  dififereoce  this  fact 
ouule  in  point  of  principle,  and  the  pre* 
sent  Tote  was  prospective  as  well  as  re*, 
trospective.  In  his  opinion,  the  remarks 
that  had  been  made  on  this  subject,  to 
induce  the  House  to  swerve  from  the  con- 
stitutional one  hitherto  fallowed,  sheired 
decisively  tliat  a  message  firom  the  so«. 
vereign  power  was  nec«nary,  before  tiM 
vote  now  proposed  should  be  adopted. 

Mr.  TWii^  observed,  that  as  he  bad 
belbre  stated  that  he  should  not  veto 
against  the  Ue^olotion,  he  would  keep  hie 
word  with  the  right  hon.  gentleman ;  but 
he  lamented  that  he  had  so  far  pledged 
himself,  without  due  consideration.  JNot 
an  instance  could  be  found,  where,  the 
House,  without  a  single  document  laid 
before  it  to  shew  tliat  any  sums  had  beesa 
expended,  or  a  single  reason  assigned,  had 
come  to  a  detemrination  to  grant  a  bun* 
dred  pence,  much  less  a  hundred  thoo^ 
sand  pounds.  It  mitfht  be  true  .that  the 
Prince  Regent  had  oeen  pat  to  ceosi* 
derable  enences,  bat  it  ooght  to  be:staO»- 
ed  to  the  House  in  unofficial  form.  Whea 
lord  Nelson,  for  his,  gk>riooa  viclories»  svaa 
made  a  peer  of  the  realm,  having  no  fer^ 
tune,  undoabeediy  it  was'tbe  wisn  of  all, 
tfaata  piaii -of  AUBoy  dioakl  te  ^gnUi^ed  Iff 
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kin^.lo  mapp^ft  iHt  dignky  :  but  whtt 
WM  d<mt }  The. crown  sen!  a  Message 
to  narliameni,  reqntstiDg  the  House  to 
enable  it  to  reward  the  eminent  serrices 
perlbrmed,  by  settling  a  pension  of  2«000(. 
a  year«  and.  the  House  did  accordingly 
pass  a  vote  for  that  purpose.  One  groiwl 
stated  for  making  the  grant  in  the  present 
instance  was»  that  it  was  authorised  bv 
an  allusion  in  the  Speech  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners.  Where  it  was  to  be 
feond  he  did  not  know :  certainly  it  was 
not  in  that  part  of  it  where  the  Prince 
Begent  desires  the  Hodse  to  ''bear  in 
■und  the  indispensible  duty  of  continuing 
to  praser? e  for  his  Migesty  the  facility  of 
resaming  the  personal  exercise  of  his 
rsjal  authority.''  What  reason  had  been 
assigned  why  his  Royal  Htghnem  should 
not  send  a  Message  to  the  Honse,  desiring 
that  such  a  sum  should  be  granted  ? 
Mono ;  nor  could  he  imagine  any  cause 
for  hositatioiv  in  taking  tW  most  neces- 
sary step.  HaTing^  however^  in  a  nmnner 
promised  not*  to  rote  against  the.propo* 
sition,  he  would  not  diriie  the  Committee 
opon  the  question. 

The  CkoHceUoriiftheJBxdkgwrtmd  he 
wna  ready  to  absolve  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tkman  from  any  pledge  he  might  suppose 
himself,  to  have  ffiven,  howerer  glad  he 
might  have  been  that  the  vote  should  have 
received  a  support  whidi  carried  with  it 
so  nrach  weight.  If  the  promise  had 
been  inadvertently  ^?en>  and^  without 
delibevate  consideration,  he  shoold  not 
think  that  he  acted  with  reciprocal  li- 
berality, if  he  rigidly  insisted  on  iu  per- 
formance. In  his  V4ew  of  the  subject,  the 
Speech  delivered  at  the  conmiencement 
of  the  session  coi^ned  every  thing,  that 
was  necessary  to  meet  the  question  ;  and 
with  respect  to  what  had  fallen  from  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend  over  the  way 
(Mr.  Adam),  although  it  might  not  be 
lecaiyed  with  the  same  degree  of  autho- 
rity it  formerly  possessed,  sorely  there 
eomd  be  no  reason  why  his  arguments 
now.  should  not  receive  that  attention 
whicb  they  generally  deserved.  If  there 
was  any  thing  in  what  he  stated,  it  was 
this,  .that  it  would  be  becoming  in  his 
Bcqral  Highnem  to  send  down  a  Message  to 
tbe.HoiiBe  for  a  grant  of  money,  not  to  be 
apfdied  to.reward  the  public  services  of 
another,  bnt  to  Jbe.  disposed  of  for  the 
private  pnrposes  of  the*  Prince .  Regent 
What  did  the  Speech  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missieDert  say  upon  this  subject?  His 
Bayal  Highnen  ia  '•^aatisfieMwt  you  will 


adopt  snch  measures  as  the  present 
lancholy  exigency  may  appear  to  re* 
quire.''  Was  not  the  asiumptioo  of  the 
rojral  authority  one  of  those  measures;, 
and  if  it  was,  would  not  the  House  enable 
the  Prince  to  execute  the  duties  of  Re*, 
gent  ?  This  general  opening  of  the  qnes«> 
tion,  he  was  confidem^  would  be  deemed 
sufficient,  without  a  specific  Message  from 
the  throne  for  a  sum  to  discharge  debts^ 
which,  from  general  observation,  we  must 
know  had  b^n  incurred.  If,  then,  the* 
House  had  it  in  its  power,  would  it  not 
be  anxious  to  spare  the  Prince  the  pain 
of  making  such  a  demand  on  its  gene- 
rosity? The  right  boo.  gentleman  who 
8poke  last,  had  more  than  hinted  at  the. 
propriety  of  estimates  of  the  expences 
incurred  being  laid  upon  the  table;  but, 
he  was  sure  that  there  would  be  found 
scarcely  a  member  of  the  House  to  second, 
such  a  proposition.  The  objections  that 
bad  been  urged,  were  rather  of  form  than 
substance,  and  he  trusted  that  the  House 
would  think  that  it  consulted  what  was 
due  to  iu  own  feelings,  as  well  as  to  the. 
feelings  and  dignity  of  the  Prince,  if  the 
Resolutions  were  now  passed,  rather  than 
insist  upon  the  strict  form  of  proceeding 
which  had  been  recommended. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  Re«, 
solution,  as  amended  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  was  carried  without 
a  division. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesdi^,  January  21. 

ANswaa  of  AnMiaat  BaxTtB  to  tak 
VoTB  or  Thanks.]  The  Speaker  ac- 
Quainted  the  House,  that  he  had  received 
from  Vice  Admiral  Albemarle  Bertie 
the  following  Letter,  in  return  to  the 
Thanks  of  the  House  : 

HUh  ntar  Souiltampicn,    . 
" Sir ;  January  i9th^  1812. 

''I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant^ 
communicating  to  me,  in  the  name  and 
by  the  command  of  the  Commons  of  the 
united  kinf^om  of  Great  Britain  and, 
Ireland,  their  unanmious  Vote  of  Thanksi 
for  my  cordial  co-operation  with  his  ma* 
jesty's.land  forces  in  the  redtiction  of  the 
Island  of  Mauritius :  and  also  the  VoteoC 
Thanks  to  commodore  Josias  Rowlev  and 
the  several  captains  and  officers  emplojred 
in  the  late  operations  in  the  eastern  sea^ 
for  their  skilful,  gallant,  and  meritoriopa 
a 
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^mtinmB,  reqaestitig  me  to  traBsnift  tlw 
nme  to  them. — Also  titttsmitting  to  me 
the  uOftnimoos  Resolotion  of  the  House* 
bighty  approTing  and  acknowledgitig  the 
genrices  of  the  seamen  and  royal  mariaee 
aarving  on  board  his  majesty's  ships 
employed  in  the  late  operations,  and  de- 
siring the  captains  of  the  several  ships  to 
thank  them  tor  their  gallant  behaTioar. — 
1  have  the  honour  to  request  that  you  will 
be  pleased  to  signify  to  the  Commons  of 
the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  my  grateful  estimation  of  the 
honour  conferred  bv  this  high  and  dis- 
tinguished mark  of  their  approval  of  my 
conduct,  as  wall  as  that  of  commodore 
Josias  Rowley,  and  the  several  capuins 
and  officers,  seamen  and  royal  marines 
employed  and  serving  under  my  com- 
mand during  the  late  operations  in  the 
eastern  seas^  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir,  &c.  Albemarle  Bertie,  Vice  Ad- 
miral." 

State  op  Ireland.]  Mr.  Pon$oiilfj^,  m 
consequence  of  a  domestic  calamity  (the 
death  of  the  hon.  William  Cavendish) 
postponed  the  motion,  of  which,  on  behalf 
of  a  noble  firiend  of  his  (lord  George 
Cavendish),  he  had  given  notice,  for  Mon- 
day next,  until  Monoay  fortnight. 

'  Penitemtiart  Houses'  Bill.]  Mr. 
Hqtfcrd  moved,  "  That  the  Report  which 
upon  the  31st  day  of  May  in  the  last 
session  of  Parliament,  was  made  from  the 
Committee*  appointed  to  consider  of  the 
expediency  of  erecting  a  Penitentiary 
House  or  Penitentiary  Houses  under  the 
acts  of  the  S4th  and  19th  of  his  present 
Majesty ;  and,  in  case  the  adoption  of  the 
measure  referred  to  their  consideration 
should  appear  to  them  to  be  for  the  ad- 
vantage <H  the  public,  to  report  whether 
any  additional  legislative  pro? isions  will 
be  wanted  for  that  purpose,  and  what  num- 
ber of  persons  such  Penitentiary  House  or 
Penitentiary  Houses  should,  hi  their  judg- 
ment, be  calculated  to  receive,  together 
with  any  observations  which  they  might 
deem  material  upon  the  lub^t  of  their 
enquiry ; —and  whojpere  instructed  to 
eitoquire  into  the  effecS  which  have  been 
produced  by  the  punishment  of  trana- 
Ikirtatidn  to  New- South  Wales,  and  of 
imprisonment  on  board-the  bulks;''  might 


ma. 


*  For  the  First  and  diecond  Reports  of 
the  said  Committee,  see  Yok  20,  Appen- 
dix, pp.  Ixteix,  cxxiii. 


be  read ;  nod  the  same  hm^  vead,  tbaf 
hon.  gentleman  again  foaa,  «m  said,  that 
it  was  bis  intention,  in  cenlbmiity  with  \hm 

rion  contained  in  that  Ri^MNt,  to  coo* 
a  wiih  moviM  «  That  leave  be  givett 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  erection  of  m 
Penitentiary  House  for  the  confinement 
of  ofien<)ers,  male  and  fomale,  who  bmf^ 
received  sentence  of  transportation  within 
the  cify  of  Londoo  and  ooaniy  ef  Middle^ 
sex.''  The  hon.  gentleman  said  he  waa 
happy  to  find  a  generaidisposition  tbrovgh* 
out  the  House,  to  accede  tn  thia  propoii^ 
tion.  The  object  of  the  bill  which  fa0 
wished  to  bring  in,  waa  to  aead  back  to 
-society  at  the  end  of  their  respecttvo 
terms  of  imprisonBient,  with  usefol  and 
beneficial  habits,  those  persons  who  novr 
issued  from  their  prisons  merely  to  prey 
on  the  comasunity  till  the  hands  of  justice 
again,  consigned  them  to  confinement. 
Regulations  respecting  S^eniten^ary  Hoosea 
of  a  nature  aimilar-  to  those  which  he  had 
ni  view,  had  been  sanctioned-  by  legisla* 
tive  autliority  by  the'lOib  George  5;  and 
a  Committee  of  Supervisors  had  been  ap« 
pointed,  among  whom  was  tbe  great  phi« 
lanthropist,  Mr.  Howard.  Their  pro- 
ceedings were  to  be  referred  to  the  g«h 
sideration  of  the  loid  Chaoeellor;  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  the  twelve  Judges^ 
and  the  Lord  Mayor.  Tbe  immodiato 
execution  of  the  plan  had  been  prevented, 
by  a  di&rence  of  opinion  among  the 
supervisors,  Mr.  HewM-d,  Dr.  Fotbergil]^ 
and  some  others,  with  respect  to  tbe  spot 
of  ground  whidi  should  be  fixed  on  for 
the  erection.  In  consequence  of  tbdse 
dissentions,  three  new  commissioners  were 
appointed,  two  of  whom  were  the  pfoseni 
lord  Minto  and  the  late  Mr.  Borke ;  and^ 
there  then  appeared  sooae  paespect  o# 
some  fixed  plan  being  adopted  ;  but  go* 
vermnent  at  that  time  began  to  tura  their 
attention  towards  Botany  Bay,  and  con* 
cetved  that  this  colony  would  supersedo 
the  necessity  of  tbe  other  aebeme  off 
punishment,  and  he  believed  no  stepa  hnA 
been  taken  in  fbrthotince  of  tbe  l^tli 
George  3,  till  the  year  1794.  In  that 
year  a  new  proposal  had  beea  made  by 
an  ingenions  and  learned  gentlemao,  Mf « 
Jeremy  Bentham,  in  punuanoe  of  wbiob* 
the  S4th  of  the  King  bod  been  enwitod^ 
which  superseded  moat  of  theregiriatiova 
of  the  former  act.  An  idem  provtsledy 
that  both  theoe  enactnsenta  were  stil)  ni 
existence;  yet  the  Ifttb  of  George  S  hod 
expired  in  1802,  for  which  he  waa  tbo 
moaa  Mpy#  u^  fVMf^g  other  rtniaonf  foip 
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hMimiS  the  klUr  tteUittt^mhtt 
tioB  ttMB  ^bm  former,  h«  thooghl  it  ioipoe- 
sible  to  inmft  on  a  sytitm  of  contract  a 
pt»yislon  tor  •mortkmmg'  tho  doratioii  of 
l^wiifhoieois  W  too  coodoot  and  demeanor 
#f  tlie  pri^NMts.  By  the  first  act,  79 
acKi  lied  beep.,  chosen  for  baHding ;  and 
the  litbi  for  reasons  with  which  he  wss 
wacqoainledt  ehaaged  the  site  to  Tothill- 
§Mm,  where  there  wan  a  great  difficultv 
ef  finding  the  qoantity  of  gromid  reqoired. 
Thua  the  magmiode  of  the  scale  had  been 
a  great  ohstacte  to  the  completion  of 
the  scheme*  The  hon.  gentleman  then 
alaled,  that  fi>r  the  last  twenty  years  Pen« 
leottary  Hoases  had  heed  erected  and 
fOTerned  in  conformity  to  the  rules  ex* 
pressed  in  the  first  slatotot  that  he  had  the 
smthority  of  sir  Gearpe  Paul,  a  wise  and 
active  magistrate,  with  respect  to  the 
vtiHty  of  such  an  estabUshmeat  in  Glou- 
«Bster;  and  lie  was  informed,  that  in 
SoQthwell  the  nselalness  of  the  institution 
had  been  sach^  that  several  persons  who 
bad  been  coofin^  there  were  now  living 
in  credit,  and  atoning  to  society  for  their 
fecasef  crimes.    A  Committee  of  last 
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had  propajb^  rejected  the  idea  of  a 
natieoal  Penitmiary,  which  would  bring 
ifte  one  focQi  so  vast  a  number  of  oflR^n- 
ders.  The  obfect,  therefbre,  of  the  pre- 
sent Bill>  was  metely  a  Penitentiary  House 
for  the  oienders  in  London  and  Middle- 
sex. It  would  not  entirely  abandon  the 
plan  of  Mr.  Bentham,  to  which  gentle* 
man  a  liberal  compensation  should  be 
made  for  his  expenses  in  this  meritorious 
lervice ;  nor  would  it  raise  any  question 
with  respect  to  the  propriety  of  the  punish* 
meat  on  board  the  hulks,  or  transporta* 
fcioa.  The  scale  which  he  should  propose 
wooid  be  a  substantial  building  to  contain 
200  male,  and  200  female  convicts,  with 
capacity  for  100  additional  of  each.  He 
then  adrerted  to  the  state  of  Newgate,  the 
evils  of  which  prison  were  not  Imputable 
to  Mr.  Newanan  the  keeper,  who  was  an 
asefttl  and  uptight  officer,  but  to  the  sys- 
tem adopted.  The  present  plan  would 
remove  from  that  prison  a  large  portion  of 
the  traaapenable  conricts,  who  ought  to 
be  supported  by  the  public  and  not  by 
tbe  city,  and  then  the  city  would  be  able 
to  adopt  such  measuret  in  their  prison  as 
weald  prevent theprteentcorruptingefifects 
of  entering  its-waits.  He  highly  reprobated 
the  present  distribution  of  oSenders,  by 
mhiok  persons  who  were  taken  up,  on 
swpicioo  «nly  of  feiony,  were  made  to 
associate  and  mingle  in  one  common  jnass 


with  the  most  abandoned  conticts.  He 
supposed  the  case  of  a  poor  servant  giii 
o^t  of  place,  whom  necessity  m|ght  have 
induced  to  commit  a  small  theft ;  she  as«* 
seciated  with  felons  of  her  own  sex,  lacmn^ 
portable  felons  of  the  most  depratei. 
description,  who  despised  and  made  m 
mockery  of  all  the  decencies  and  mo* 
ralities  of  life ;  with  what  feelings,  with 
what  manners,  he  asked,  would  such 
a  person  return  back  to  society?  The 
present  plan  would  prevent  such  per^ 
nicious  consequences,  by  removing  the 
possibility  of  such  contaminating  associa^ 
tions.  Under  all  th9  circumstances,  hm 
trusted  the  motion  would  meet  with  a  ge^ 
oeral  ooncurreince. 

Sir  W.  Car/tsrose  to  second  the  motion, 
of  which  he  cordially  approved. 

Mr.  Alderman  Ombe  suied  that  tfa# 
corporation  of  London  had  it  in  contempla^ 
tion  to  build  a  Penitentiary  House  in  th^ 
city. 

Sir  Samud  RomiUy  rose,  not  to  throw^ 
any  impediment  in  the  way  of  a  subject 
which  bad  been  already  too  much  delayed, 
but  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  U» 
the  Report  of  its  Committee  in  the  years 
H08.  The  subject,  indeed,  had  not  en- 
grossed an  attention  proportiimable  to  ita 
importance;  but  by  reference  to  that  Re* 
port,  it  would  be  seen,  that  after  men* 
tioning  the  great  number  of  persons  on 
board  the  hulks,  together  with  their  di^ 
ferent  periods  of  imprisonment,  thejr 
strongly  recommended  to  the  legislatnrt^ 
the  adoption  of  the  excellent  plan  pro« 
posed  by  Mr.  B^ntham.  Two  setnons 
ago  the  subject  had  been  resumed,  and^ 
was  referred  to  the  subsequent  semion: 
yet  two  years  had  elapsed,  and  government 
still  persisted  in  their  system.  The  Hoasc 
would  do  great  injustice  to  Mr.  Bentbam'a 
plan,  unless  they  read  the  printed  Report 
of  179$ ;  and  he  could  not  but  express  hia 
.  surprise  that  the  present  Committee  should 
object  to  what  was  so  strongly  reeom« 
mended  by  a  former  Committee,  which 
had  mentioned  in  terms  of  high  praise  the 
great  advantages  of  the  employments  and 
industrious  habits  which  formed  the  pecu* 
liar  character  of  Mr.  Bentham's  plan. 
This  advuitage,  and  another  eonally 
great,^-he  meant  the  economy  or  that 
proj^ect,— >had  been  strangely  disregarded 
by  the  subsequent  Committee.  The  small 
expence  of  Mr.  Bentham's  scheme  had, 
indeed,  been  accounted  for  from  the  cir- 
cumstance of  his  allowing  onlv  one  room 
for  the  convicts  to  sleep  in;  this,  be  waa 
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aware  had  been  strondy  ol:jected  to  bjr 
sir  George  Paul— -an  aatnoritv,  he  allowed, 
of  the  greatest  weighty— who  conceived 
Ibat  it  would  be  of  pemicioos  cpnaeqaence, 
that  all  the  centicts  should  sleep  together. 
Still,  notwithstanding  these  objections^  he 
hoped,  that  the  Honse  woald  look  atten- 
tirely  into  the  reports  of  the  Committee 
of  1798,  and  consider  the  extraordinary 
utility  of  Mr.  Bentham's  plan,  that  if  they 
rejected  it,  they  might  substitote  some- 
thhig  as  beneficial  in  its  place.  He 
then  expressed  his  regret  that  the  scale 
recommended  by  the  hon.  member  was  so 
small,  as  if  it  was  intended  only  as  a  plan 
•f  experiment.  The  right  right  hon.  Se- 
cretary of  Ireland,  to  miom  the  merit  of 
adopting  sach  an  institution  in  that  coun- 
try was  solely  due,  ha^  borne  testimony  to 
ks  utility*  and  indeed  in  no  one  single  in- 
stance had  it  ever  failed ;  the  plan,  there- 
fioro,  should  hare  been  much  more  ex- 
tensive. He  concluded  by  hoping  that 
niquiries  would  be  instituted  intathe  com- 
parative eflfects  produced  by  the  system 
adopted  in  Penitentiary  Houses,  and  the 
efiects  produced  by  imprisonment  on  bourd 
the  hulks. 

•  Mr.  Abercromby  paid  a  high  compliment 
to  the  talents  and  benevolence  of  Mr. 
Bentham,  and  to  the  excellence  of  his 
plan,  and  cautioned  the  House  against 
forming  an  opinion  of  it  solely  from  the 
terms  of  the  proposed  contract^  since  such 
Was  the  confidence  reposed  in  the  pro- 
poser, that  many  necessary  points  left  at 
his  discretion  were  there  omitted.  As  one 
of  the  Committee  appointed  two  years 
ago,  he  had  visited  Newgate,  and  found 
that  none  of  the  defects  of  that  prison 
Were  owing  to  the  conduct  of  the  keeper, 
but  entire^  to  the  insufficiency  of  its  ac- 
commodations. 

Leatre  was  theii  given  to  bring  in  the 
Bill. 

List  op  Police  Macistkatbs.]  Sir 
P.  Burdeii,  in  pursuance  of  the  notice 
which  he  ^ve  on  a  former  evening  (see 
p.  213)  moved,  *'  That  there  be  laid  be- 
fore this  House  forthwith,  a  list  of  the 
names  of  the  persons  who  have  been  ap- 
pointed to  be  Police  Magistrates  under  the 
act  82  deo.  S,  c.  55,  or  under  any  subse- 
^etit  act  of  parliament,  specifying  the 
counties  in  which  theyx  were  at  the  time 
of  their  appointment,  and  now  are  acting 
Justicesi  suting  where  their  qualifications 
are»  pod  what  they  are,  and  whether  they 
MM  any  other  office  under  government. 


or  have  any  pension  for  ttanMlves  or 
their  vrives  ntmi  government.^— "Ordered* 

KsTuaN  OP  TBX  NuMBBE  OP  Cam f- 
HALS.]  Mr.  Secretary  Rytkr  said,  that  hia 
hon.  and  learned  friend  (sir  S.  Romilly) 
on  a  former  evening  (see  p.  J  99)  in  stating 
the  comparative  mcrease  of  crimes  ia 
the  metropolis,  had  inadvertently  &lleii 
into  an  error.  *  His  hon.^  and  learned 
fiiend  had  said,  that  the  increase  from 
1805  to  1810,  amounted  to  525  criminal 
cases.  Now  in  the  statement  of  the  num* 
number  of  commitments  in  the  year  180^, 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  had  uninten^ 
tionally,  made  it  1,342  instead  of  1,242; 
and  in  the  number  committed  in  1810,'he 
bad  included  those  sent  for  trial  to  the  sea* 
sions  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Mid* 
dlesex,  as  well  as  to  the  Old  Bailey.  He 
allowed  that  an  increase  of  208  committala 
had  taken  place— 4iot  595  u  advanced  by 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend.  To  place  the 
fact  in  its  true  point  of  riew,  he  should 
move,  ^  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House,  a  Return  of  the  number  of  persons 
charged  with  criminal  offences  committed 
to  the  different  ^Is  in  the  cities  of  Lon* 
don  and  Westminster;  and  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex, for  trial  at  the  several  Sessiona 
held  at  the  Old  Bailey,  in  the  years  180<^; 

1807,  1808,  1809, and  I8ia 

Sir  S.  Romilfy  begged  to  assure  the . 
right  hon.  Secretary,  that  the  mistake  was 
not  made  on  his  part,  but  must  lie  with 
the  right  hon.  Secretary  himself.  The 
numbm  he  had  stated  were  taken  from 
the  returns  on  the  table  of  the  House;  and 
he  could  certainly  pledge  himself  to  the 
accuracy  of  his  statement  Although  he 
had  not  those  returns  now  before  him,  yet 
his  memory  was  very  tenacious  on  thac 
point,  and  ne  would  even  firom  recollec- 
lion  state  them  to  him  again.  In  1 806  the 
number  was  899;   in   ]j807,  1^017;    in 

1808,  1,110;  in  1809, 1,242;  and  in  ]810» 
1,424.  It  was  true,  that  in  some  of  the 
newspapers  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
might  have  found  his  statement  misrepre*  ' 
sented,  but  if  he  had  been  attended  to 
himself,  there  would  have  be^  no  cause 
for  the  present  complaint  of  inaccuracy. 

Mr.  SecreUry  Jfyder  persisted  in  hia 
former  assertion,  and  explained  particu- 
larly that  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  had 
stated  the  increase  on  the  whole  of  the 
years  to  be  525,  when  it  was  actually  208. 

Lord  Qmilitan  Touched  for  the  acco* 
racy  <rf  his  hoa«  and  learned  ineadystp^ 
me^ 
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caraiBttted  to  tho  different  gaols  in  the 
cities  of  London  and  Westminster^  and 
county  of  Mtddlesftx^  for  trial,  at  the 
tereralSetsitHis  held  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
in  the  yean  1808,  IS07, 1B08,  r«09, 
wd  16  lO. 
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1«10  120T 

WhitehaH,  28  January  1812. 

J.  Beckett. 

DaoTTS  or  Adwi«aitt.]  Mri  Brou^tam, 
in  ptirsaance  of  the  notice  he  had  gnren, 
lose  to  <M  the  attention  of  the  'House 
^  a  question,  which  was  simply  this, 
Wbcthet  flie  crown  had  tlw  power  to  nee 
tertoin  Amds,  certain  enormoos  sums  of 
money,  without  any  grant  from  parlia- 
ment, or  even  withoot  its  privity  ?  This 
was  a  subject  >of  the  gravest  importance, 
hmmucli  as  it  involved  the  consideration 
"of 'Aeiiest  privilege  of  the  Dopse  of 'Com- 
mons ;  of  that  privilege,— the  power  of 
gnuitrng  or  refusing  the  supplies, — which 
y^B  the  great  and  the  only  security  that 
the  people  had  in  their  representatives 
against  the  influence  and  encroachments 
m  the  crown.  He  need  oniy  state  thas 
trrtefty  the  general  nature  of  theisubject, 
ifor  tWB  House  at  once  to  perceive  the 
necessity  of  being  sHive  to  its  importance; 
"fant  he  wouM  humbly  80ggest,'tDat  it  was 
tiow,  more  than  at  any  other  time,  the 
*imperions  duty  df  the  House  to  look  to 
lite  assertion  of  their  privlle^s  :  now, 
'  that  an  arrangement  was  on  'root,  which 
'  onght  not  to  be  'finally  settled  before 
tome  decision  was  adopted  as  to  these 
•iHleged  rights  of  the  crown.  "Without 
•any  ^affectation,  he  could  say,  most  sin- 
cerely, that  it  was  to  him  a  cause  of  great 
regret,  that  this  most  important  subject 
inrd  not  fallen  into  abler  hands ;  conscious 
'  as  -fce  was,  of  the  unequal  powers  with 
•Which  he  advanced  to  its  consideration ; 
iittt  comparatively  unequal  as  be  was  to 
'ihd  task  ;•  however  unable-iie  might  be  to 
'  ido  it  a  full  measure  of  justice  ;  yet  as  it 
hl(d  devolved  on  hhn,  he  would  not  shrink 
?Srom'it;  The  subject  matter  had  often 
come  ihcidehtally  before  the  House ;  it 
•  liflA'frequcntly  been  the  topic  of  passing 
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debate,  bot  it  had  never  been  brought 
forward  on  its  own  single  merits  ;  it  had 
never  been  made  regularly  the  subject  of 
parliamentary  enquiry.  It  vha  now, 
therefore,  full  time  that  it  should  undergo 
a  solemn  investigation  ;  it  was  now  time 
that  the  House  should  decfare^  and  that 
the  country  should  know,  whether  fonds 
of  such  an  enoitnous  magnitude  as  were 
the  Droits  of  Admiralty,  were  by  the  law 
and  constitution  of  this  reahny  vested  in 
the  crown  lor  fts  separate  use,  and  as  a 
private  patrimony.  It  was  now,  once 
for  aH,  necessary  to  hare  it  proclaimed, 
whether  the  crown  oonld,  without  any 
parliamentary  grant,  or  Without  e^en  the 
knowledge  or  parliament,  appropriate 
these  immense  sums  of  money.  If  it 
should  pove  true,  that  tbe  crown  had 
sad)  an  e;ctra6rdinary  power,  then  H  was 
higb  time  for  the  world  to  be  apprised  of 
the  nature  of  those  limitations  oy  which 
it  wa3  the  boast  of  £ng1iiihmen  to  have 
their  monarchy  restricted  ;  it  was  high 
time  to  tell  mankind  how  much  the  boast* 
ed  constitution  of  England  had  been  mis- 
understood, and  to  lay  aside  for  ever  those 
gaudy  deso^iptions  in  which  the  folly  o£ 
oar  pride  had  arrayed  it. 

'Without  any  further  preliminary  ob- 
servations, he  should  lead  the  House  to 
the  subject  matter  of  his  notice ;  con- 
nected with  which,  however,  was  the 
subject  of  the  annual  revenue  of  the 
crown,  arising  .from  the  duchies  of  Corn- 
wall and  Lancaster,  the  four^and  a  half 
per  cent,  duties  raised  in  Barbadoes  and 
the  Leeward  Islands;  apd  the  surphis  of 
the  Scotch  revenue.  By  the  statute  of 
Edward  the  third,  when  there  was  a 
duke  of  Cornwall  of  a  .proper  age  to  re- 
ceive the  revenues  -flowing  from  that 
source,  they  were  estranged  from  the 
crown  ;  but  when  that  was  not  the  case, 
they  were  claimed  by  the  monarch • 
Upon  the  most  n^odecate  calculation  he 
could  not  estimate  that .  revenue  at  less , 
than  13,000/.  a  year.  During  the  mi- 
nority of  his  royal  highqess  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  this  annual  sun^,  besides  a  yearly 
revenue  arising  from  a  variety  of  fines, 
not  included  in  the  annual  account,  were 
vested  in  the  crown.  The  amount  of 
those  fines,  during  the  Prince's  minority, 
was,  he  believed,  not  less  than  I30,000t.  ; 
so  that  while  the  Prince  continued  an 
infant,  the  crown  had  received  nearly 
halT  a  million  of  money  from  the  revenues 
of  tire  duchy  of  Cornwall. — ^Wilh  respect 
to  the  revenue  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster, 

(R) 
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the  exact  fandt  bad  not  been  lo  clearly 
ascertained  ;  he  would  therefore  past  on, 
taking  the  admission  of  the  right  bon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that 
they  were  considerable.^— He  next  ad- 
verted to  the  44^  per  cent,  duties  raised 
in  Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward  Islands. 
For  the  feve  years  ending  in  1808,  the 
average  was  35»000/.  per  annum.  He 
knew  not  hew  those  duties  bad  fallen  off; 
but  it  appeared,  that  in  the  first  of  those 
five  years,  they  bad  amounted  to  61,000/. 
He  did  not  wub  to  trace  this  revenue  to 
its  origin,  becanse  be  bad  only  to  speak 
to  its  application ;  but  he  could  not  suf- 
fer the  present  opportunity  to  go  b^  with- 
out declaring^  that  the  tax  bv  which  this 
revenue  was  raised  was  almost  an  in- 
tolerable grievance  to  the  unfortunate  in- 
babitants>  of  those  islands  who  were 
obliged  to  pay  it.  It  was  besides  a  griev- 
ance the  more  severe,  seeing  that  the 
other  islands  were  exempted    from  the 

5 ayroent  thereof ;  and  it  unquestionably 
ad  the  wont  influence  on  the  prosperity 
and  happiness  of  those  islands*  On  this 
part  of  the  subject  he  would  not  now 
•peak  at  large,  as  an  bon.  friend  of  his, 
the  member  for  Tbetford  (Mr.  Creevey) 
bad  given  notice  of  a  motion  relative 
thereto. — ^Nor  should  he  go  at  length  into 
the  nature  of  the  fund  formed  by  the 
surplus  of  the  Scotch  revenue,  seeing  that 
another  bon  friend  of  his  bad  notifi^  bis 
intention  of  bringing  it  specifically  before 
parliament  In  the  third  Report  of  the 
Finance  Committee,*  this  surplus  was 
stated  to  be  on  an  average,  86,000/.  per 
annunL.  These  united  ^mds,  which,  in 
their  nature,  were  annuities,  amounting 
in  the  whole  tp  not  less  than.  180,000l 
were,  or  were  alleged  to  be,  the  sole  and 
exclusive  property  of  the  crown. — ^The 
last  great  capital  attached  to  the  king, 
and  which  was  the  peculiar  object  of  the 
present  motion,  was  that  which  was  under 
the  name  of  the  Droits  of  the  Crown,  and 
Droits  of  the  King,  as  lord  high  admiral 
of  England.  The  fund  arising  from  those 
alleged  droits  was  vested  in  the  crown, 
because  for  the  last  century  the  station  of 
lord  high  admiral  was  not  conferred  away 
from  it.  All  sums  arising  from  wreck 
and  goods  of  pirates  helped  to  swell  this 
fund  ;  but  the  great  bulk  of  \i  arose  from 
prizes.  All  ships  detained  previously  to 
a  declaration  of  war ;  all  coming  into  port 

♦  Forth^  Report,  see  vol.  i  1,  Appendix, 
p.  cxxxiv. 
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from  ignorance  of  hostilities  between  tbia 
and  other  comitriesi  all  Uken  before  tha 
issuing  of  proclamation,  and  those  taken 
by  non-commissioned  captors,  were  soldj 
and  the  profits  arising  from  their  seques- 
tration composed  what  was  vulgarly  call* 
ed  the  Droiu  of  Admiralty.  It  appeared 
by  the  last  returns  laid  before  the  House 
on  the  30th  of  May  1810,  that  no  less  ^  sam 
than  7,344,677/.  had  be^  paid  in  to  the 
Registrar  of  the  high  court  of  Admiralty 
since  tba  year  1793.  -  Subsequent  to;  the 
30th  of  May  isio,  there  was  every  reaaoa 
to  believe  that  a  Considerable  increase 
must  have  taken  place,  and  he  was  con* 
fident  he  should  not  exceed  the  actual 
net  proceed  of  the  fond,  if  he  stated  it  in 
round  numbers  at  eight  million  sterling. 
Thus,  then  it  appeared  that  the  crown 
was  receiving  an  annual  revenue  of  more 
than  180,000/.  and  a  capital  said  to  be 
vested  in  the  crown,  ascending  to  tho 
enormous  sum  of  eight  millions.  The 
questions,  therefore,  for  the  House  to  de- 
cide were  these :  Whether  by  law,  the 
crown  was  separately  possessed  of  these 
funds  ?  And  supposing  that  by  law  the 
crpwn  was  so  separately  possessed  of 
them,  whether  it  was  safe  for  the  conati- 
tution  that  such  a  law  should  remain  in 
force  any  longer  ? 

The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  "next 
observed,  that  those  who  maintained  the 
affirmative  of  the  first  proposition,  woukl 
have  a  task  of  no  ordinary  difficulty  to 
perform.  It  was  a  thine  highly  dan- 
gerous, and  be  would  say  niRhly  uncon- 
stitutional, that  funds  of  such  enormoui 
amount,, as  those  to  which  he  had  alluded, 
should  be  at  the  diaposal  6f  the  crown, 
without  any  act  of  parliament,  authorising 
such  disposal.  They  were  funds  wholly 
appropriated  to  the  crown ;  the  crown 
possessed  them,  and  no  one  was  account- 
able for  their  application.  No  limit 
whatever  was  imposed  upon  the  uses  to 
which  those  funds  might  be  applied :  they 
might  be  lavished  upon  a  mistress ;  they 
might  be  wasted  upbn  a  favourite  minion  ; 
they  might  be  emplojred  in  the  Inr- 
therance  of  undue  electionst  and  ond«e 
influence  in  that  House.;  they  might  be 
squandered  away  in  caprice,  and  in  any 
manner,  without  any  responsibility  sU« 
taching  to  any  person  or  persons  concern- 
ed in  them.  This  was, what  mig|it  be 
done,  and  what  those  gentlemen  who 
believed  the  possession  of  such  fimds  by 
the  crown  to  be  legal,  bad  to  defend^ 
Bot  what  was  die  dbri^as  tendency  of 
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tochadoctrhifr?  It  pot*  tn  end  at  once 
to  the  great  lite  of  parliaments ;  to  the 
laliitary  check  ezereited  by  them  io  re- 
fbsing  to  grant  snpplies  when  an^  grie?- 
aiice  exined  the  redress  of  which  was 
ifenied ;  and  it  transformed  into  a  mere 
mo^ery,  the  asking  of  supplies  by  the 
crown  from  that  House,  while  much  great- 
er supplies  might  be  raised  and  exercised 
without  controul  by  the  servants  of  the 
crown.  If  this  doctrine  was  maintained, 
all  that  we  had  heard  of  the  privileges  of 
parKament  were  but  mere  words ;  in  real 
filcty  the  crown  needed  not  come  to  par- 
liament for  its  supplies,  for  it  had  means 
of  6btaining  thdm — ^means  that  were  quite 
independent  of  any  leffisiative  provisions: 
He  was  unwilling  t6  think,  however,  that 
inch  a  doctrine  could  be  maintained  as 
a'  constitutional  one,  and  he  would  brief- 
ly state  to  the  Flouse  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  founded  his  doubts. 

-  In  adverting  to  the  various  soured 
of  royal  revenue  in  the  early  periods 
<^  our  history,  he  did  not  mean  to  dis- 
pute the  general  maxim  that  «'  all  prise 
'« vested  in  the  crown  f*  and  a  great 
law  oflicer  had,  on  a  very  recent  oc- 
casion^ declared  that  prize  was  the  very 
creature  of  the  crown.  Yet,  in  the  sta- 
tute of  Edward  2,  which  related  to  the 
legalia,  no  mention  was  made  of  prise  as 
a  l>ecuiiar  property  of  the  crown,  though 
various  other  droits  were,  in  that  statute, 
distinctly  declared  and  enumerated ;  and 
in  the  statute  of  the  2nd  of  Richard  3,  all 
prise  taken  at  sea  was  expresriy  given 
lb  the  captors.  These  were  legal  facts, 
not  indeeo  to  be  found  in  ordinary  statute 
books,  but  thev  might  be  teen  in  lord 
chief  justice  ilale.  Leaving  the  general 
noestion,  however,  he  would  ask  in  what 
•ampe  were  these  droits  vested  in  the 
crown  ?  Thev  were  so  vested  (and  alt  the 
great  law  autnorities  proved  the  fact),  for 
Sie  attainment  of  certain  specific  purposes; 
and  the  specific  ptirpose  in  this  case  was 
the  guarding  and  maintaining  the  rights 
«iid  privileges  of  the  seas.  In  the  4th  In- 
edtnte  of  my  lord  Coke,  it  waa  laid  down, 
tlMt  tonnage  and  poundage  were  specific 
cally  granted  to  the  crown  for  safeguard 
of  the  aeas,  and  that  it  pertained  to  the 
lard  hiffh  admiral  to  see  this  droit  admi^ 
OttterM ;  and,  quottng  from  the  archives 
•f  the  Tower»  he  had  further  observed,  that 
^  guatrd  of  the  sea  belonged  to  the  high 
IMdmiral^aBd  to.privata  i^veoturers also, 
who  fitted  out  vessels  for  the  purpose, 
latha  7th  and  Ml  Henry  4>theiaght  of 


private  merchants  was  also  recognised. 
But  there  were  other  instances  where  the 
appropriation  of  these  difi^rent  funds, 
which  went  under  the  general  name  of 
Droits  of  Admiralty,  were  mentioned  ; 
and  it  would  be  found,Hbat  wreck  at  sea 
became  one  of  the  sources;  and  in  the 
2nd  Institute,  the  reason  of  wreck  being 
given  to  the  crown,  was  stated  to  he»  be- 
cause the  crown  had  to  keep  the  narrow  seas 
free  from  cruizers,  the  expence  of  which 
was  to  be  defrayed  by  that  fund.— The 
next  instahce  which  he  should  adduce  of 
the  fact  of  these  DroiU  of  the  King  being 
applied  to  the  safeguard  of  the  sea/ivas  the 
manner  in  which^die  great  case  of  Ship^ 
Money  was  argued  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I : 
and  he  adduced  this  the  more  willingly^ , 
when  he  considered  the  temper  of  the 
crown  at  that  period,  and  the  warning 
which  the  results  of  that  period  gave  to 
posterity.  Even  in  that  reign  of  prero- 
gative It  vras  held,  that,  all  the  natural 
profits' arisinff  from  captures  at  sea,  and 
the  profits  of  letters  of  marque,  ouaht  to 
be  applicable  to.  the  guarding  and  pro« 
tecting  our  interests  at  sea.  This  was  4aid ' 
down  by  baron  Weston,  wIk>  said,  that  hr 
would  not  hear  of  any  such  profits  being 
a  right  by  prerogative ;  but  that  he  con* 
sidered  them  as  regalia  of  the  crown,  de« 
dicated  to  particular  purposet.  Justices 
Ci^wley  and  Jones  considered  ship-money 
and  tonnage  and  jx>uiidage,  in  the  same 
light ;  but  when  sir  Edward  Crawley  said 
that  he  thought  the  droits  of  the  king 
scarcely  worth  mentioning  on  account  of 
their  being  too  small  to  serve  any  great 
purpose  of  expence,  he  never  imagined 
that  they  would  one  day  rise  to  such  a 
thing  as  186»000/.  a  year,  and  eight  mil- 
lions capital.  Justice  Croke  expressly 
declared,  ^  That  the  statutes  of  tonnage  and 
<«  poundage,  as  appears  by  all  the  sututes 
**  made  in  Richard  2,  and  continued  till 
«'  Henry  4,  5,  6, 7,  and  so  downwards  to 
''  king  James's  time,  are  to  the  end  the 
«« king  might  have  money  in  his  coffers 
''for  the  defence  of  the  realm,  and  for  the 
"safe«guard  of  the  sea^  that  he  might 
*'  not>  upon  a  sudden  occasion,  be  onpro* 
•*  vided*''^  It  was  evident,  therefore,  that 
even  in  the  worst  of  times,  not  only  par« 


*  See  a  report  of  the  Proceedings  in  the 
great  case  of  Ship  Money,  in  the  Third 
Volume  of  the  New  Edition  ^ited  by 
Mr.  Howell)  of  >  the  Sute  Trials,  p. 
825 ;  in  which  lleport  are  included  full 
accounts  of  the  Opinions   which  were 
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liaixiflntafy  gr^U«  but  coyal  tmpoftkioMiy 
w«re  considered  as  destined  to  the  service 
of  ibe  country ;  and  tbat  as  to  their  use, 
the  judgefi  of  Charles  the  First's  tioie  made 
no  tUstinctioo  between  droits  of  the  kin|^, 
as  vested  solely  in  himself,  and  f>arliamen- 
tary  grants  for  Ihe  pubiie  service*  He 
rec'aUected  also»  that  the  r?ght  hon.  gen- 
tleman at  the  head  of  ihe  court  of  Admi- 
ralty (sir  W.  Scott),  and  than  vvhon  bo 
one  could  preside  there  with  more  ability 
or  learnhigy  when  he  had  spoke  the  sen* 
fence  which  he  bad  .before  quoted,  baid 
also  used  the  dictum, "  CApia  bello  cedunt 
reipublicae;"  and  what  was  to  be  con- 
cluded from  that  dictiMn,  but  that  priae. 
must  belong  to  the  country  and  not  to  the 
crown. 

The  hon.  and  learned  gentleiiian  next 
adverted  to  the  proportion  which  it  was 
always  wtoll  known  existed  between  the 
parliamentary  grants :  and  the  revenue  of 
the  crown,  previously  to  the  Revolution 
of  IQS%.  Before  that  period,  the  ez- 
pences  of  war  were  not  regularly  supplied 
by  .pirltament,  but  generally  by  the 
Orown,  and  from  those  very  funds  which 
]t  was  now  contented  were  the  private 
property  of  the  king.  A  material  change, 
however,  had  since  been  taking  place, 
and  was  now  nearly  completed.  The 
country  bore  all  the  expences  of  war. 
There  was  no  longer  any  drain  on  the 
revenue  of  the  crown,  or  on  aiiy  of  the 
branches  of  the  prerogative :  and  if  the 
country  now  8u|)pHed  the  means  of  war 
instead  of  the  king,  was  it  not  right  that 
k  should  stand  in  all  respects  in  the  place 
6f  the  king ;  and  that  it  should  receive 
instead  of  the  king  the  profits  of  the  war, 
or  in  other  words,  the  very  droits  in  ques« 
tion  ?     That  thid  was  the  ophtioo  of  that 

Sreat  autherity,  lord  Mansfield,  vTas  evi« 
ent  from  the  casfe  of  Macbeath  r.  Hakli-* 
itoand,  ]  Term  Rep.  172;  bathe  woald  go 
still  higher,  and  would  appeal  to  the  au* 
ihority  of  Magna  Charta  itself.  Thoogk 
thai  act  vested  the  ^nds  for  the  whale 
cltil  adititttistration  in  the  crown,  yet  it 
ipeci€ed  their  application  to  pi^ic  par^ 
poses.  During  the  tiUMs  of  tiw  Plan- 
tagenets,  about  40,0002.  was  the  amauut 
of  the  regalia  of  tha  cmwa  ;  Bod  that 
sum,  with  the  loadal  servicas  and  aociden- 
tal  supplies,  geneinallf  bore  all  the  yearly 
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delivered  upon  the  case  by  the  Jmlges^ 
la  volume  6,  p.-  906  of  the  sane  work, 
is  related  a  very  curiowi  anecdote  nnpeoi* 
iDf  the  Opioioii  of  sir  Geoinge  Croke; 


expences  of  the  state  s  trot  now;  when 
insuad  of  4O/)Q0l..  there  were  nilliona 
upon  millions  alleged  to  be  vested  in  thta 
crown :  and  when  mstead^  of  fsadal  ser- 
vices or  acideatal  sappliesi  the  country 
voted  annually  the  money  for  4efraytBg 
the  public  e«pence»  was  the  House  4o  ba 
told  tbat  those  millions  were  not  to  be  cob-  . 
sidered  applicable  to  the  general  parpotea 
ot  the  state  ? 

The  next  argaiMnt  used  by  the.  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman,  was  ilrawD  from 
the  fact  :of  parliament  having,  at  varcena 
times  in  our  history,^  inter  fared  witk  tha 
prerogative  of  the  crown,  when  that  pre- 
rogative turned  into  abuse  i  and  he  parti* » 
cularly  mentioned  tha  taking  away  of  tha 
ten>poralities  of  bishops  from  the  crowis. 
after  the  erowa   had  made  shameful  attd . 
lavish  uses  of  them.    In  the  iHh  of  Henry 
3,  chap.  5,  and  i^  tha  Sutote  of  West- 
minster the  Fir^t  in  the  reign  of  £dwant. 
If  laws  were  passed  to  restrain  the  prodi- 
gal grants  of  those  temporalities,— tempd* . 
ralities  which  were  then  as  much  vested 
in  the  crown  as  the  Droits  of  the  AdaM- 
ralty  were  now.    In  the  time  of  William 
and  Mary>  a  similar  encroatbmattt  was 
made  an  the  prerogative  of  mines;  and  in 
the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  when  that  illas- . 
trtous  prificois,  greatly  ta  htr  .honoar, 
thought  of  griming  away  the  Tenths  and, 
First-Fruiu  from  the  arown,  she  recog- 
nised the  right  of  parliament  to  interrara 
with  the  alienation  of  that  property.    In 
the  12th  year  of  tha  reign  of  Charlaa  8 
also,  when  it  was  thaaght  inconsistaAt- 
wtth  the  liberties  af  the  people,  that  tha 
oppressive   right  of  parveyanea  ^M 
contimie  as  a  right  of  ike  crown^  that  par- 
teyasoa  was  sMtshed.    But  there  wm 
nathkig  mare  material  than  what  occtMfad» 
in  the  praamble  af  the  Oih  of  qnean  Aiioe» 
ch.  2S,  whith  after  aaaaiaratiag  ttae  arila 
resulting  from  the  repeated  alienation  af 
the  crown  landtk  weat  on  la  anact»  tbat  im> 
alienation  should  ha  made  for  mara  thaii- 
three  Hvatfe  or  thirty-one  years,  Car  tha^ 
porpoee  of  relieving  tke  poopla  fitnn  all 
bartbens  in  carrying  on  war.    Did  nalc 
that  shew  that  mse  lands  wai«  vetted  Uk 
the  crawn,  for  tha  benefit  of  tha  pcopla*' 
Aad  here  he  woald  ask,  too,  af  his  nb* 
Boarabk  frieade^  whether  tlMta  appaaNdt 
any  groanda  for  an  opinion  they  aeamaA 
to  entevtain  a  fow  aveaiiigs  iinca  af  a»tm<N ' 
dliiBtMiding  or  liargain  batwaea  tha  VnotDti 
Begast  aoa  tha  parHament,  relative  4o; 
certmn  cUdtas^  (seep.  I6g.>    If  anybf 
the  crawn  kkudewara^etttfdaiad  tftaaota 
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^ui  miffUM  ^M^  of  tile  erowi^  thi>  ad 
vHtfatA  li*Te> fimd  kt  Uhi  enUtl;  ii  wotld 
bttve  baeii  r«prob«fted  us  ao  iavairicMiof 
the  royal  prerogati? a*  At  difieraot  fiaaea 
anbacquani  t»tEi&J^mo4,  parliamaiii  had 

re¥«ii«e  of  the  crown ;  but  ho  would  on^y 
adf  art  to  tha  $Mk  of  bia  praaani  J^jotty* 
wbickdiractod  tho  eoBMBuaaicnt rs  of  Dutch 
prisaa  to  pay  tha  prieo-droka  into  tba 
bank  of  Rngiand,  and  |io4  to  the  crown. 
Why  did  it  not  ocanr  (hot  this  waa  an  in- 
fringement of  the  royal  prerogative? 
Bat,  on  thtf  cbntrary,  it  attaMithod  the 
right  of  interftfonoa  vaatod  in  parliament, 
nnd  corroborated  the  argnmani  on  which 
bo  raatedr  Haying  aaid  that  anncb  on  the 
Qvigin  and  natora  of  thoae  fands,  the  bon. 
nnd  learned  gantkaoan  proceeded  ta  re- 
mark  on  the  aaodc  in  which  they  were 
iwuad  and  appiied.  It  appeared  they 
ware  partly  rocatved  by  the  regiatrar  of 
the  bigh  coert  of  Adniraliv,  and  that 
they  were  partly  in  the  hancU  of  the  re* 
ceiTar  general  m  droiia,  the  commissioners 
of  prinas^  and  tha  bank  of  England.  One 
thing  waa  certain,  that  from  wheassoever, 
or  to  whomaqarar  they  eame,  they  never 
wenl  into  the  excheqnof>-r-that  they 
did  net  afterwards  issoe  from  thence, 
bet  were  taken  eet  of  the  bank  of  £ng* 
land,  en  tha  aathority,  not  of  the  prif y 
saai»  but  of  n  warrant  under  the  sign- 
mannel  only.  There  was  no  responsi- 
bility whatever  incurred  either  by  the 
jperseo  wha  received  them,  or  he  who 
naeed  theni;  and  he  believed,  too,  that 
there  waa  not,  even  at  the  tveaanry;  any 
atconni  of  the  receipts  or  outgoings  of 
this  fand.  Hiat  this  manner  of  isaee  waa 
nncooistitntienal,  be  conceived  there  was 
very  little  difficulty  to  prove ;  and  that  on 
the  anthority  of  persona  who  weoM  by  no 
UMans  be'  sospected  of  leaning  te  the 
popular  aide  of  the  ^oeation.  The  6rat  of 
these  authorities  wes  lord  Cake,  who,  in 
his  aacond  Jnatitute,  fadd,  that  ail  warranu 
for  the  dispeaai  ef  the  public  treasure  by 
sig»-manual,.wcre  illcfgal  and  ofnoeffiict, 
aM  thnt  the  king  had  no  right  to  issue  by 
bia  alga  nsanual*  except  firem  fimds  arising 
uut  of  hts  otan  chatteis.  .Intfaeceiebnited 
cuse»  cenunottly  cuUed  the  Devonshire 
Caae,  and  abo  on  the  trial  of  sir  Waker 
^Baleigh,  tt  vrea  Inid  down  aa  clear  law« 
thnt  no  public  treaaore,  which  sir  £.  Coke 
(11  Bep.  p.  fia).aay8,  is  '' the  ligaasent 
^  of  peace»  the  ainewa  of  war,  Md  the 
^  preaenrer  ef  4ie  hosMW  mid  aa&ty  of 
^  the  luakb/^  aiwaigit  which  was  recheaed 


tve««art  tr«ve»  and  nU  the  othev  fevenuee 
of  the  crown,  eouM  be  iaauad  under  thu 
authority  of  the  sign-manual  alenek .  Lsed 
SuBHnars  vraa  another  great  authertty;, 
but  the  Uat  of  those  autkoritia%  lord  Cia« 
rendon,  was  one  which  he  thought  would 
be  universally    acknowledged,  as  most- 
above  the  suspicion  of  being  infiuenoed 
by  a  thirst  for  nevelly,  or  a  deaire  of  ne«: 
quiring  popular  opinion.    In  condemning, 
therefore,  the  practice  which  had  now; 
obtained,  of  ae  vast  a  revenue  baii^in  tbo 
possession  of  the  ciown,  unchecked  by  any 
oontroul  of  parriament,  or  of  any  other 
anthority,  he  waa  not  iwlvancing  any  new- 
doctrine,  or  ezpressmg  sentiments  pecn* 
liar  to  himself    Charles  2  had  appelated 
a  separate  receiver,  by  commission,  aa 
treasurer  of  prize-money ;  and  be  would 
take  the  liberty  ef  reading  te  the  House 
an  account  of  the  transaction,  in  the  werda 
of  the  eminent  hiaiorisn  be  bad  last 
tioned.    "  He''  (lord  Clsrendon)  <'  ^ 
quired  to  affix  his  seal  to  a  bill,  making 
and  constituting  tbe  lord  Ashler,  treaaurer 
of  all  tbe  money  that  should  he  raiaed* 
upon  the  sale  of  all  prises  which  were  or 
should  be  taken  in  the  war  then  carrying* 
on  against  the  Dutch,  with  power  te  make> 
all  such  offices  as  aheuld  be  necessary  for 
the  service ;  and  that  he  should  account 
fer  all  monies  so  received  to  the  king  . 
hinsself,  and  to  no  other  person  wbataoevut, 
and  pay  and  issue  out  all  these  moniee 
which  he  should  receive,  in  auch  manner 
as  his  Majesty  should  Appoint  by  warrant 
under  his  sign  manual,  and  by  no  other 
warrant :  and  that  he  should  be  free  and 
exempt  from  acoountiiig  into  the  Eucho* 
quer.     To  this  request  the  Chance ller  re^ 
plied,  <  that  he  would  speak  wiih  the  king 
before  he  would  seal  tliat  grant,  and  that  im 
deairtd  much  te  speak  with  himself/— -The 
next  morning,''  continues  lord  Clarendon^ 
'<  he  vraited  upon  the  l^ing  and  informed 
him  of  the  bill  that  was  breughc  ta  him, 
and  doubted  that  he  bed  tieen-  sorpriaed; 
That  it  was  not  only  such  an  original  aa 
was  without  any  precedent,  but  ki  itaetf 
u  mufiy   particulars*  destruetive  to  hie 
service*  and  to  the  right  ef  other  men; 
That  all  receivers  ef  any  part  of  his  re* 
venue  were  accountable  in  the  cxchequevi 
and  could  receive  their  discharge  in  no 
ether  p4ace  ;  «nd  that  if  so  great  a  receipt 
as  this  was  ahreedy"  (here  the  hen.  and 
learned  gentleman  observed,  that  the  re* 
ceipt  was  certainly  great;  but  it  was  not 
eight  milKons-^it   was   onty   lOO/XXM.] 
"  and  aa  itetidently  wasMbe»  ahoutd  paaa 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


151]    HOUSB  OF  COMMONS, 

withoot  the  moit  fbmttl  accoant,  his  Ma« ' 
jtsttr  omghl  be  tbomiDabiy  cosened,  nor 
ooold  it  ID  any  other  way  be  prevented. 
He  therefore  bei ought  his  Majesty  that  he 
wooUl  reconsider  the  thing  itself,  and  hear 
it  debated,  at  least  that  the  treasurer  might 
be  first  heard,  without  which  it  could  not 
be  ^mt  la  justice  ;*'  and  in  a  conversa- 
tion with  lord  Ashley  himself,  he  observed, 
**  that  the  exemption  from  making  any 
account  but  to  the  king  himself  would 
deceive  him ;  and  as  it  was  an  unusual  and 
unnatural  privilege,  so'  it  would  never  be 
allowed  in  any  court  of  justice,  which 
would  exact  both  the  account  and  the  pay- 
ment or  lawful  discharge  of  what  money 
he  should  receive,  and  if  ho  depended 
vpon  the  exemption  he  would  live  to  re- 
pent it.« 

These  constitutional  views,  continued 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  were  not 
anich  relished  by  Charles  2 ;  but  as  there 
was  some  force  m  the  arguments,  he  con- 
sented to  delay  the  matter  till  he  had 
further  considered  it.  The  delay,  how- 
Aver,  was  not  very  long,  for  he  shortly 
afterwards  made  toe  chancellor  affix  his 
seal  to  the  grant.  It  appeared  at  length 
that  the  king  sent  a  positive  order  to  the 
•hancellor  to  seal  the  commission,  which 
lie  could  QO  longer  refuse,  which  the  no- 
ble historian  says,  "  he  did  with  the  more 
trou.ble^  because  he  very  well  knew  that 
few  nieD  knew  the  lord  Ashley  better 
Shan  the,  king  himself  did,  or  had  a  worse 
opinion  of  bis  integrity.''  "  Nor  was  it 
dufficjilt,''  lord  Clarendon  afterwards  went 
on  to  slate,  **  to  persuade  the  kin^,  (who 
thought  himself  more  rich  in  havmg  one 
thousand  pounds  in  his  closet  that  nobody 
*  knew  of,  than  in  fifty  thousand  pounds  in 
his  exchequer)  how  many  conveniencies 
he  would  find  in  having  so  much  money 
at  his  own  immediate  disposal,  without 
the  formality  of  privy  seals  and  other 
lam's  warrants,  and  the  indecency  and 
mischief  which  would  attend  a  formal 
account  joi  all  his  generous  donatives 
and '  expence,  which  should  be  known 
only  10  himself.''  Such,  then,  were  the 
views,  such  the  principles  of  the  great 
lord  Clarend6n,  an  officer  of  the  crown 
and  a  kinsman  of  the  reigning  sovereign. 
What  could  serve  to  shew  more  forcibly 
that  all  gratis  of  this  description  were 
dangerous  to  the  constitution,  alien  to  its 
spirit,  and  repugnant  to  its  fundamental 
character.  He  hoped,  for  the  sake  of 
that  ob^t  which  they  all  had  or  ought 
to  have  in  common^  the  object  of  mam* 
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taintog  the  practice  and  principles  of 
parliament,  as  established*  and  recognised 
at  the  Revolution,  he  should  not  be  thought 
to  ask  too  much  when  he  asked  of  the 
ministers  of  the  present  day,  who  were 
the  constitutional  servants  of  a  consti* 
ttttional  prince;  to  accede  to  dottrines 
which  had  the  peculiar  merit  of  having 
been  the  doctrines  not  only  of  a»  eminent 
statesman,  but  of  a  statesman  related  by 
domestic  ties  to  one  of  the  most  arbitrary 
monarchs  that  ever  sat  on  the  English 
throne. 

Feeling  it  unnecessary  for  his  purpose 
to  detain  the  House  further  in  support 
of  the  positions  he  had  laid  down,  he  now 
begged  leave  to  tall  their  attention  to 
those  practical  observations  arising  out 
of  the  abuses  of  which  the  fund  alluded  to 
had  fomished  the  means  and  the  occasion. 
All  that  he  had  yet  said  on  the  subject  of 
parliamentary  inquiry,  and  the  necoMity 
of  its  rigid  exercise  at  every  period,  on 
all  that  was  cohnected  with  the  expen* 
diture  of , the  crown,  applied  equally  to 
all  branches  of  the  regalia.'  But  Che  fond 
now  particularly  under  consideration  had 
altogether  a  separate  character  and  dis- 
tinct origin.  That  character  and  origin 
were  such,  that  it  vrould  not  be  an  easy 
task  to  name,  or  to  imagine  an  institinion 
that  should  at  the  same  time  be  so  de* 
trimental  to  the  interests,  the  well  under- 
stood interests  of  the  crown,  and  the  nsost 
important  interests  of  the  country.  It 
gave,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  crown  an 
interest  in  going  to  war.  It  gave  an  in- 
terest not  merely  in  the  commencing 
hostilities,  but  it  gave  an  interest  in  cooh 
mencing  them  in  a  way  the  least  hon- 
ourable to  the  national  character,  the 
least  consistent  with  that  good  faith,  can<- 
dour,  and  magnanimity,  which,  until  the 
present  times,  formed  such  proud  and 
honourable  features  ni  the  character  of 
the  English  people.-— (A  cry  of  hear, 
hear !)  He  knew  to  what  his  hon.  firiends 
behind  him  alluded  by  Uiat  cry,  and  was 
aware  that  the  practice  which  he  now 
reprobated  as  the  degrading  distinction 
of  our  recent  history,  was  not  quite  new, 
or  quite  unprecedented.  He  perfectly 
recollected,  for  it  was  an  event  that  hap- 
pened at  no  great  distance  of  time  from 
the  period  to  which  he  had  before  di* 
rected  the  attention  of  the  House,  the 
event  of  the  Dutch  war.  This  was  indeed 
an  event,  which,  had  he  all  the  eloquence 
of  all  his  honourable  ftiends  who  sur- 
rounded him,  be  shoold  yet  want  lan- 
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goage.  md  U«ms  «f  i^bonwnce  adequate 
to  the exprewioii  of  bitfeelingsreppecting 
it.  It  waf  a^.war  entered  upon  for  the 
aole  porpote  of  intercepting  the  Smyrna 
fleet,  a  >rar  of  all  others  the  moit  undit- 
goiaedly  iniamoua  and  degrading  ;  a  war 
of  crime  and  plunder,  of  larceny  and  pil- 
l*Sc  9 .  A  ^^  exceeding  in  baseness  and 
mtrocitv  ev^n  the  late  attacks  on  the 
Spanish  and  Danish  ships.  Such  was  the 
taemorable  war  of  Charles  the  second, 
aoch  the;  motives  in  whjch  it  originated, 
and  although  he  might  not  anticipate  the 
calamity  .  of  ever  seeing  such  a  king,  or 
one  the  least  resembling  himi  again  wield 
.the  sceptre  of  these  re«dm^  it  was  no  less 
their  duty,  as  the  reprjesentatives  of  the 
people  and  the  guardians  of  their  rights 
and  interests,  to  appoint  a  sufficient  guard 
against  the  possible  recurrence  in  sub* 
aequ^nt  times  of  similar  abuses  ;  for  even 
In  oar  own  time  transactions  bad  taken 
place,  arising  probably  from  less  dis- 
jfpraceful  and  pernicious  causes,  which 
nevertheless  were  certainly  subject  to  the 
imputation  of  having  borne  some  re- 
fjcrence  to  the  fund  of  Admiralty  Droits. 
He  would  not  dwell  upon  the  Copenhagen 
expedition,  because  he  did  not  believe 
that,  however  it  might  have  mingled,  it 
formed,  the  chief  or  the  only  motive  of 
that  (as  he  deemed  it)  unprincipled  and 
ill-fated  enterprise.  But  he  would  men* 
.tion  an  event,  as  to  the  true  origin  of  which 
no  trace  of  doubt  existed  in  his  mind, 
namely,  the  capture  of  the  Spanish  fri- 
jcates.— He  would  recall  to  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  House,  the  precise  time  when 
that  affair  tpok  place :  he  would  remind 
them  that  ft  was  at  a  period  when  the 
Spanish  envoy  in  London  and  the  British 
.ambassador  at  Madrid  were  employed  in 
carrying  on  a  negociation,  and  then  ask 
them  if  they  could  hesiute  to  believe  that 
a  licence  issuing  under  these  circum- 
stances, to  make  war  on  nnofiending  mer- 
chantmen, to  destroy  and  burn  them  be- 
fore any  declaration  of  hostilities,  and  to 
bring  the  hulks  and  cargoes  of  the  vessels 
into  British  ports,  could  have  possibly 
jiprung  from  any  other  cause»  or  have  been 
.  directed  to  any  other  object  ?  (hear, 
hear !)— -But  admitting,  what  in  fact  he 
.  never  would  admit,  tha^  tbe  design  was 
as  pure  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman  op- 
posite might  assert  it  to  be,  was  it  not 
enough  to  induce  them  to  condemn  that 
institntion  as  bad  and  unfit  to  exist,  which 
served  at  least  to  communicate  suspicion, 
and  to  justify  fureigaeri^  as  well  as  the 
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subjects  of  this  government,  in  beliaviny 
that  a  sordid  principle  had  led  to  the  pii- 
la|j[e  of  foreign  vessels,  and  the  massacre 
of  their  crews,  and  had  at  once  been  the 
cause  of  staining  the  national  character, 
and  plunging  the  country  into  all  the 
evils  attendant  on  a  state  of  war?  What 
more  likely  than  suspicions  of  this  kind  to 
sow  dissention  at  hemcj^  to  embitter  ani* 
mpsities  abroad,  and  alienate  every  coun* 
try  from  our  interest  ?  It  was  wars  of  this 
nature  which  had  disgraced  the  reign  of 
Henry  VHth,  perhaps  the  meanest  and 
most  rapacious  of  the  race  of  English 
k'mgs.  These  wars  had  been  likened  by 
lord  Bacon  '« to  a  mixed  metal,  a  treasure 
made  up  of  a  strange  ore,  in  which  iron 
appeared  on  the  surTace,  but  gold  and  sil* 
ver  were  at  the  bottom.'' 

If  then,  he  had  been  correct  in  esti- 
mating the  ordinary  revenues  of  the  crowa 
at  the  sum  of  180,000/.  per  annum,  and 
if  he  had  been  right  in  looking,  not  indeed 
at  the  person  who  wore  the  c^own,  be« 
cause  that  was  unconstitutional  doctrine^ 
but  at  ministers,  and  if  not  ministers 
at  favourites,  as  men  liable  to  err,  it  was 
unnecessary  to  press  his  argument  fur* 
ther.  Parliament,  it  was  well  knpwn,  was 
never  reluctant  to  grant  whatever  justica 
and  liberality  might  require.  No  pra* 
position  that  ii^iuld  bear  investigation, 
nothing  that  had  solid  merit  to  support  it» 
ever  came  before  that  House  in  vain« 
Some  might  think  that  parliament  was  toa 
apt  to  vote  without  inquiry,  but  when 
there  was  something  to  be  done  that  shuo* 
ned  the  eye  of  inquiry,  when  some  vile  - 
job  was  to  be  accomplished,  or  some  mi- 
nion odious  to  the  people,  whose  demerits 
stood  catalogued  before  their  sight,  was  to 
be  supported  \  then  it  was,  that  instead 
•f  quartering  him- on  the  Consolidated 
Fuiid,  or  of  ranking  him  on  the  Pension 
List  among  the  Nelsons,  the  St.  Vincents, 
and  the  Wellingtons,  recourse  was  had 
unknown  to  parliament  and  the  country^ 
to  the  Droits  of  Admiralty,  or  to  the  (bur 
and  half  per  cent,  fund — a  fund  that  might 
fairly  be  called  the  general  jobbing  fund, 
consisting  of  annuities  and  an  immense 
capital  to  remunerate  those  vile  minions^ 
whose  claims '  to  ^reward  the  minister 
would  not  have  the  hardihood  to  bring 
under  the  cognizance  of  parliament.  This 
fund,  then,  stood  exposed  in  all  its  nativa 
contamination,  neither  more  nor  less  than 
a  fund  uni^orthy  of  the  royal  character  to 
possess;  unworthy  of  the  character  of 
parliament  to  aaffir  to  exist    If  it  wu 
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Atis  thdJieto  be  tsoAe  lubBervient  to  iht 
uroTft  purposes/  \i  was  not  inctrmbetit  on 
dim  to  proTe  that  tbe  actaal  application 
of  it  had  been  abuBcd,— (Hear,  hear!) — h 
vras  enoa^h  if  be  had  established  a  neces* 
sarir  tendency  to  ixyrruption  ;  bni  is  the 
tight  hbn.  the  Chanceltor  cf  the  Exche- 
ijuer  aeemed  to  chalten^  him  for  facta, 
lie  was  br  no  tneam  Trnwillinj^  to  produce 
ibtm-  Sy  the  papets  on  the  table,  it 
iippeared,  that  since  the  first  estabtishmaait 
tif  tb«  Civil  List  tluring  the  present  reign, 
ft  bad  been  first  raised  by  the  sum  of 
^W/XIOL ;  at  a  subsequent  period  by 
iO,O0Ol.  that  by  the  ;art)StractTOTi  of  cer- 
tain charges  to  which  it  had  been  before 
Mbject,  tt  was  afterwards  TirtualJy  raised 
lS5,t900f.  ;  thus  making  a  real  annual 
uicrease  to  the  original  800,000/.  of  the 
*um  of  305,000/.  A  sum  of  1X)0,000/.  had 
been  «1so  TOted  to  his  Miyesty  fur  defray- 
ing the  rspence*  of  new  pal  aces  and  Inii  Id- 
lugs.  There  had  been,  in  addition  to  all 
timse  sum^,  an  accumulation  of  half  a 
tnilHom  dorinj^  the  minority  of  the  Prince 
tjff  Wales.  tSke  rerenues  arising  from  the 
Bochy  of  Lancaster,  and  the  Scotch  fund, 
"were  also- to  be  talcen  into  the  account, 
ievA  nt]itwith8tanding  the  immense  increase 
^ms  iliaide  to  the  racome  of  the  crown,  it 
wo«ld  appear  that  the  increase  of  the  debt 
^Was  aHI  more  rapid  and  of  still  greater 
vmoaKt.  Parliament  bad  already  several 
ttm^s  ldisdiar|;ed  the  arrears  of  the  Civil 
tist  debt,  ana  in  the  year  1^02  voted  the 
^enormtnis  som  «f  VC/OfiOOt.  For  that  pur- 
pose; ne  whole  of  the  sums  voted  at 
tliiFerefat  periods  amonmed  to  between 
three  and  four  rniMions.  Since  the  year 
1tlO%thel9ebt  had  gone  on  accumulating 
«tl!he  ftett  of i2S,000/.  per  atinom.  This 
ttwChanceilor  of  the'Eicbequet  had  late- 
ly stated ;  and  had  itifbrmed  the  House 
'that  this  e^ccess  of  expenditure  bad  been 
-pajd  off— ^hi  other  words,  that  an  actual 
tiefieh  of  an  enormous  amount,  mcurred, 
^Aotwithstandtng  the  'unex^adsted  libera- 
^Vf  of  paffiament,  had  been  supplied  | 
wichoot  the  aid  of  paiiiament,  in  aman-| 
vfter  tMrttnowA  to  pairiament.  Thus  lo  the; 
'vmatement  of  the  coon  try — (hear,  hear) — 
4ie  wotdd  9ay  to  its  well  founded  ama^e- 
^ent,  ia  sum  of  7tK),000/.  taken  from  a! 
4Rmd  Qhrer  which  parliament  had  no  con-' 
tivul,'b«d  been  s^  aside  far  the  simpde 

Ef^yraeut  (ff  tradesmens'  bills.    It  was  not 
is  wish  to  Utter  any  thing  disrespectful' 
^r  invidious ;  but  when  be  considered  that 
the  'Grril  Hist  had  'been  always  thus  en- 
cumbered, ire  recollected  too  thttt  m  t^^e' 
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year  It09  hb  Msjtsty  bad  nnrfe  large 
ynrdiaaea  oif  4«ads>  and  ^ta  act  htd  been 
passed,  reciting  in  the  preMobhs  diat  thes^ 
purdmset  bad  been  made  widi  the  aavhftga 
oot  of  the  priyy  pune  and  other  ftinA, 
and  professifig  to  be  for  the  porpose  ,^ 
removing  certain  doobts  ws  to  ^e  leg^litlr 
of  these  jiorchases.  The  object  of  the  bm 
really  was  to  alter  the  4aw,  which  in  the 
reign  of  queen  Anne  bad  been  deemed 
necessary  by  Hbelegislatere,  wimb  to€% 
^irem  the  crown  the  power  ef  ritenatingp 
lands  for  any  period  beyond  S-l  years. 
The  new  act  went  evidently  to  faronr  and 
protect  the  accnastriation  of  private  pro- 
perty in  the  crown.  The  Attomey^-Ge* 
nerd  knew,  as-  well  as  hifssel^  that  t^ 
the  ancient  laws  ef  the  country,  «H  laim 
whatever  were  beld  by  the  reigning  kin^ 
solely  ^^«e  torona,  and  be  fck  himself  wan 
ranted  in  ttfsnming,  thset  wben  pariiamer/t 
first  enacted  the  provision  lor  bis  presem 
Majesty,  it  was  not  tfaeir<  intention  tfa* 
that  law  should  be  altered  or  pervertet 
from  rts  original  ebjectl. 

The  next  item  ^t  -appeared  of  grants 
from  the  Admiralty  Droits,  was  a  sum 
ef  140,000/.  and  a  subsequent  one  t>f 
29,000/.  paid  to  the  princes.  Rot  did  b^ 
know  so  IHtle  as  to  be  ignorant  that  the 
crown  of  England  was  urnler  no  necessity 
of  resorting  to  meens  like  these  for  its  sup* 
port?  No!  he  spoke  as  the  advocate  ef  the 
crown,  as  one  who  wished  to  see  it  pos- 
^ssed  nf  a  revenue  worthy  of  a  British 
prince  to  receive,  and  of  the  British  peopfe 
to  bestow  ;  a  revenue  as  useful  and  ad* 
vanta^us  to  the  stAject  as  to  the  crown, 
fle  wrshed  to  see  the  dtgnitj  of  the  so- 
vereign upheld  by  a  'fixed  and  certain 
and  ample  stipend ;  not  Ijv  a  revenue 
which  sometimes  placed  iiim  in  the 
light  of  a  land-jobber,  or  in  llie  cha- 
racter of  a  buccaneer,  ff  be  did  noV 
greatly  err,  this  vras  the  proper  'doctrine 
of  parKament,  the  true  language  of  'tWe 
constitution.  It  would  be  endless  to  ^o 
through  all  the  items;  but  there  vtiBis  one 
grantof  21/610/.  which  bad  be,tBn  before 
animadverted  on,  made  to  ari  Vion.  oifficer, 
a  memfcer  rf  tbat  House,  fsh*  lloBire 
Fopham)  to  reimburse  bim  for  private 
losses.  There  was  another  to  a  clergy- 
man, trf  the  «.ame  df  Daniels,  to  the - 
amount  trf  af>out  6,000/.  for  giving  in- 
formation r.^^lative  to  Illegal  tapturds. 
Another  ;graitt  appeared  of  700/.  to  an 
trfRcer,  '^  du  indemntfictsition  *fbr  having 
^leen  illegally  prosecuted.  ButfftbeKhr 
wet^  btsSequace  to  retned^  such  grier- 
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ioCMj  wwtlim  DO  otb«r  mode  by  wbich 
Ihe  object  night  be  acoomfilisbed,  but  to 
ylace  an  eoormoni  fbnd, «  Awd  ef  wbicb 
parlfinMot  hadno  ecceonti  at  the  ditpoaal 
if  tbe  miniiter  of  the  crown  ?  The  proper 
mod  only  eonstitiitioni^  coane  wat  «i>- 
mertieDably  lo  apply  to  parliaiaeot ;  and 
IT  the  oaae  waf  a  case  of  bardsbip^  a  oaae 
placed  beyond  the  reach  ef  the  justice  of 

*  the  law,  it  wat  by  parliament  that  tbe 
evil  otif^t  to  be  redvesMd.  Had  the  oHU 
«er  to  indemnified  been  di&rently  situat- 
ed«  if  instead  of  being  petteiied  ef  tome 
jnOBeBce  with  minitterf^  be  bad  been 
f  man  friendlett  and  unconnected/  wat 
it  problible  that  he  would  hare  ever 
tMted  the  benefiu  of  ministerial  bounty  ? 
Hero  wat  another  proof  that  the  existence 
4»f  snch  a  fund  was  pri|iedicial  at  once« 
directly  and  indnrectly,  and  ^nisbed  a 
firesh  arcament  for  its  immediate  aboli- 
tion. The  following  item  that  occurred 
la  him  was«  the  ezpences  paid  to  captors, 
whose  prises  had  not  been  condemned, 
and  who  had  been  adjudged  themseWes  to 
pay  costs.  Another  item,  the  last  uppn 
which  he  should  trouble  the  House,  re- 
^ferred  to  the  expoaces  paid  to  the  capters 
of  sach  vessels  as  were  brought  ii;i  for 
priaes,  bat  not  condemned,  in  conse- 
quence of  some  defect  in  cTidence.  Under 
this  head,  58,000/.  was  given  to  one  indi- 
vidual, 4,000/.  to  another,  and  3,000/.  to 
a  third.  It  might  be  right  and  necessary 
to  support  the  energy  of  the  service;  that 
some  such  grants  should  be  made  in  such 
.  caaes,  in  order  to  indemnify  the  individuals 
against  tbe  costs  of  court ;  at  the  same 
time  he  thought  it  hardly  respectful  to 
.those  courts,  to  suppose  that  they  would 
condemn  in  costs  the  cases  which  had 
.only  failed  fo/  want  of  proof ;  but  this, 
at  he  had  already  said,  was  not  the  way 
to  provide  for  theqi.  Those  funds  had  in 
them  A  mixture  of  violence  and  injustice; 
the  fraud  to  which  they  tempted  the  exe* 
cutive  rendered  them  most  objectionable ; 
they  were  liable  to  abuse,  and  they  had 
been  abused.  It  was  unnecessary  to  add 
any  more.cates  in  illustration  of  what  he 
•aid  ;  but  in  concluding,  be  could  not  help 

'.  exhorting,  the  House  to  reflect,  that  if 
ever  it  should  unfortunately  happen  that  a 
monarch  of  this  country  should  have  an 
adviaer  unskilled  in  the  principles  of  tbe 
constitution,  or  not  caring  for  its  princi- 
ples, without  a  knowledge  of  the  disposi* 
tion  of  the  pf  ople,  or  disregarding  that 

,  disposition,  who,  seeing  that  boldness  was 
the  shortest  aod  simplest  method  of  go* 
(VOL.  XXL)  ^ 


vemmen^  rnloht  a}so  conclude  it  was  the 
best,  and  blinded  by  avarice  or  servility, 
should  adopt  a.  conduct  corresponding 
with  such  notions,  as  had  happened  in  the 
case  of  lord,  Shaftesbury  ;  he  would  en- 
treat the  House  to  reject  how  they  were 
arming  the  rapacity  of  the  favourite,  and 
with  what  weakness  they  were  surround- 
ing the  throne ;  how  they  were  exposing 
the  commerce,  the  prosperity,  and  the  ho- 
nour of  England.  If  such  a  person  as  he 
bad  described  were  to  exist,  and  iC  what 
he  was  willing  to  believe  more  improbable 
still,  he  were  to  make  his  way  into  the 
coimsels  of  his  monarch,  what  a  bk)w 
could  he  strike  against  the  best  interesta 
of  the  coentry  ?  We  had  yet  left,  he 
would  not  say  a  single  ally,  but  one  re« 
mainins  friend,  and  that  friend  was  Ame* 
rica.  How  na^irally  mi|(ht  a.  sovereijj^n 
like  the  one  he  had  fancied  be  in- 
duced by  such  a  minister,  as  he  had  de* 
scribed,  to  violate  this  solitary  friend- 
ship, and  for  purposes  the  teost  sordid  and 
the  most  atrocious,  hasten  a  rupture,  and 
sweep  into  this  fuiad  the  spoils  of  Ame- 
rican coounerce.  He  desired  the  House 
to  consider  also,  that  this  most  fatal  acl^ 
this  last  achievement  of  political  profli- 
gacy, might  be  defended  as  ttrktly  re- 
gular and  legal ;  justified  by  the  lawa 
and  constitution  of  the  realm,  abd  not 
even  requiring  that  solemn  mockery  of  re- 
sponsibility* a  Bill  of  Indemnity.  He 
was  far  from  insinuating  that  sndb  aa 
event  was  likely  to  happen,  .it  waspufi- 
cient  for  him  and  for  parliament  to  know, 
that  it  had  once  happened.  The  boo. 
and  learned  member  concluded  with  apo- 
logising for  the  time  he  had  taken  up,  and 
olMerving,  that  at  a  moment  when  a  new 
arrangeoient  was  about  to  be  settled  with 
the  executive,  he  thought  the  subject  of 
much  too  great  importance  to  be  neglect- 
ed by  a  House  of  Commons,  which  had  the 
right,  a  right  which  it  was  bound  to  exer- 
cise, of  carrying  into  effect  and  practice 
those  limitations,  and  that  controml,  which 
could  alone  make  an  English  king  in  fact 
what  he  was  in  theory-^-^  limited  monarich«s 
He  then  moved  the  followinff  Resolutions : 
''That the  possession  by  the  Crown  of 
Funds  raised  otherwise  than  by  the  grant 
of  Supplies  from  the  Commons  in  parliai- 
ment  assembled,  and  applicable  to  pur- 
poses not  previously  ascertained  by  par- 
liament, is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  liable  to  great  abuses,  and  fall 
of  danger  to  the  rights  of  the  snbjee^  and 
the  interesta  of  the  c^n^try : 

(S)        .  • 
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«<  That  it  is  the  pecoliar  duty  of  the 
Commoirt'  House  of  Parliament,  toinTesti- 
|ate  the  nature  and  foondBtion  of  all  such 
rands  as  are  pretended  or  asserted  to  be 
tested  in  the  crown  in  the  manner  aboye* 
mentioned : 

'*  That  the  Funds  arising  from  wreck, 
Y^hether  at  sea  or  on  shore,  ^K>ds  of  pirates, 
prize  made  before  proclamation,  prize 
^te«de  by  non-commissioned  captors,  rt^ 
sets  ^tnd  their  cargoes  detained  m  port  be- 
fore the  commencement  of  hostilities,  or 
Ibrced  isto  port  by  ignorance  of  war  having 
taken  place,  or  through  stress  of  weather, 
and  all  other  profits  from  the  sea  accruing 
to  the  king,  either  io  right  of  his  crown; 
or  in  virtue  of  his  office  of  Lord  High  Ad- 
teiiral,  and  pretended  or  asserted  to  belong 
to  his  Majesty  as  a  separate  property,  over 
which  parliament  hath  no  controul,  hare 
arisen  to  such  an  amount,  during  the  last 
and  present  wars,  as  calls  for  the  most  se- 
I'ious  consideration  of  this  House : 

"  That  it  appears,  from  the  papers  on 
the  table  of  this  House,  that  the  net  and 
dear  proceeds  of  the  aforesaid  funds, 
which  had  accrued  between  the  Ist  day 
t>f  February  179S,  and  the  30th  day  of 
May  IS  10^  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
7,344,077/. ;  and  that  in  all  probability,  it 
lias,  since  that  time,  been  considerably 
augmented : 

'*  That  these  monies  have  been  received 
by  the  crown,  at  different  times,  in  large 
'sum),  and  not  in  any  regular  proportion  by 
the  year ;  and  that  these  sums  have  been 
at  the  disposal  of  the  crown  without  any 
interference  and  controul  of  parliament, 
although  parliament  had,  during  the  whole 
cour^  of  that  period,  not  only  provided 
the  supplies  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war, 
and  raised  the  sums  requisite  for  the  in- 
ternal administration  of  the  country;  \}m 
provided  the  supplies  estimated  to  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  support  of  his  Majesty's 
household  and  family,  and  the  dignity  of 
the  crown,  and  paid  large  sums  for  defray- 
ing such  debts  as  had  arisen  in  these  dle- 
partments : 

.  «*  That  tliis  House  taking  these  things 
into  its  consideration  will  forthwith  pro- 
ceed to  enquire  into  the  most  fit  and  effi- 
cacious means  of  bringing  the  aforesaid 
Funds  under  the  immediate  controul  of 
parliament,  for  the  purpose  of  applying 
the  same  to  the  public  service,  and  of  pro- 
Tiding  such  additional  sums,  if  any,  as 
may  appear  to  be  necessary  to  the  main- 
'tenance  of  the  household, 'and  of  the  ho- 
ftour  and  dignity  of  the  crown/' 


JDroiu  of  Adttdtol^t 
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Mr.  jBroid  rote  to  ^cond  the  motion. 
When  he  looked  to  the  manner  in  which 
ministers  and  the  law-officers  of  the  crowa 
had  supported  the  claim  of  the  crown  to 
the  funds  in  question,  he  felt  alarmed,  lest 
by  any  thing  hie  might  say  he  should 
weaken  the  argument  which  had  been  so 
very  ably  urged  by  his  hon.  and  learned 
fiiend.  It  was,  in  hit  opinion,  a  doctrine 
almost  axiomatical  in  the  constitation, 
that  this  House  ought  to  have-the  disposal 
of  all  the  revenue  of  the  crown.  The 
temptation  which  led  to  an  act  of  warfare 
prior  to  a  declaration  of  witr  was  very 
great;  but  the  power  which  it  fhre  to 
ministers  was  such  as  to  render  it  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  He  onder- 
stood  that  there  was  a  great  sum  of  money 
arisine  firom  Droits  of  Admimlty,  dis- 
posable at  the  will  of  the  Prince  ttegent; 
and  he  was  determined  not  to  give  his  vote 
for  another  shilling,  till  an  account  w» 
laid  before  the  House  how  that  money  had 
been  applied.  He  would  suppose  that  the 
Prince  would  not  have  the  power  to  re- 
originate  the .  bar^in  which  had  been 
spoken  of  as  made  in  the  commencement 
of  hb  Majesty's  reign ;  but  still  he  thought,, 
that  during  the  period  that  he  bad  b^n 
Regent,  there  must  have  fallen^  in  a  varie- 
ty of  itenu  which  ought  to  have  been  given 
credit  for.  If  it  should  appear  that  no 
less  than  350,000^  had  accrued  in  that 
manner  during  that  thne,  he  thought  that 
such  sum,  or  whatever  might  be  the  reAl 
amount  of  it,  ought  to  be  accounted  for  to 
the  public  before  any  new  demands  were 
made  on  account  of  the  expences  of  the 
Regency.  He  was  satisfied,  •  therefore, 
that  the  motion  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  was  strictly  proper,  and  that  a  com- 
mittee should  be  appointed  to  examine  in 
what  manner  those  sums  were  really  ap- 
plied. It  was  certainly  a  subject  well 
worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  Hotise, 
that  a  fond  which  had  amounted  to  so 
many  milTions  should  be  disposed  of  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  crown  without  any  ac- 
count being  render<Sd  to  parliament.  He 
thought  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  take 
this  subject  into  their  consideration,  before 
the  House  could  possibly  form  a  judgment 
with  respect  to  the  civil  list,  whether  it 
was  sufficient  or  not ;  ahd  he,  for  one,  was 
not  willing  to  vote  a  single  shilling^mofe 
for  the  purposes  of  the  civil  list,  without 
knowing  how  much  of  this  fund  might  be 
properly  applied  to  the  porpbses  of  that 
list.  As  this  anbject  had  been  oflen  under 
-discussion,   i^d  as  his  hon.  and  learned 
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iicteBdluid  eitevM  ip  fully,  and  so  ably 
into. the  meriis  of  the  cate,  ho  did  not 
thiiik  it  nocesaary  to  trooblo  the  Hoose 
with  aoy  more  obaeryalioiiB  .at  present, 
<^  Mh  Ccuntmmf,  in  rising  for  the  first 
time,  dischdmed  any  idea  of  enmlatinff 
the  eloqueoce  of  the  hon..  and  learned 
aaover;  nor^as  to  legal  argument,  would 
he  attempt  to  follow  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman ;  hot  he  must  say,  that  it  ap-. 
peared  to  him>  even  from  his  own  state- 
inenty  that  the  laws  and  authorities  upon 
vhioh  he  relied  were  all  of  a  very  ancient 
date,  and  antecedent  to  the  Revolution. 
The  practice,  as  it  now  existed,  bad  existed 
lor  a  ^eat  number   of  years:    during 
which  time  a  nomber  of  most  acute  intel- 
Uffent  lawyers,  and  m^n  extremely  jealous 
of  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  had  sat  in 
^t  Ik[q8e,And  never  questioned  the  right 
of  the  crown  to  thone  Droits  of  Admiralty ; 
and  indeed  the  arguments  used  did  not  go 
|o  much  to  shew  that  the  system  com- 
plained of  was  illegal,  as  that  it  was  un- 
seasonable.   His  principal  object  in  rising 
was  to  protest  against  the  principle  of  hav- 
ing a  mere  stipendiary  king,  with  an  in- 
come fixed  by  parliament,  and  never  to 
be  exceeded.     He  thought  that  where  a 
certain  allowance  bad  been  fixed  in  the 
commencement  of  thii  reign,  it  would  be 
too  much  to  require  that  the  sovereisn 
ahonld  be  dependent  on  the  parliament  for 
that  gradual  biU  regular  increase  of  his 
expenditure,  which  nc^cessarily  took  placo 
from  the  great  depreciation  of  money, 
(beer,  hear !    firom  the  Opposition  bench) 
or  the  great  increase  of  prices.    Every 

fentleman  who  kept  a  house^  mus^  from 
is  own  experience,  be  sensible  of  this 
perpetual  increase  of  prices.  He  believed 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  could 
abew  no  instance  of  a  sovereign  of  this 
country,  who  was  ever  restricted  in  that 
manner.  He  approved  of  the  system 
existing  in  the  reign  of  Charles  2d,  who  bad 
a  tonnage  duty  on  all  imports  and  exports. 
Kow,  vnien  the  gr^at  increase  of  our  trade, 
.witbin  tbe  long  reign  of  his  Majesty, 
should  be  taken  into  consideration,  it  ap- 
{>eared. highly  probable,  that  if  those  do- 
ties  bad  not  been  surrendered  by  the 
crown  at  the  arrangement,  they  would 
have  now  amounted  to  such  a  sum  as  would 
have  pi^xented  parliament  from  hearing 
any  complaints  of  deficiency  in  the  civil 
list  As  to  the  practice  of  making  grants 
mder  tbe  sign  manual,  it  had  been  (tf  h^ff 
duration.  The  hon.  gentlemtn  here  rMd 
an  account  firom  the  Journals^  stftting  the 
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taken  in  that  manner  firom  the  Crown 
Revettues,  before  they  came  into  the  £x- 
chequef,  in  qu^en  Anne's  reign.    As  to 
the  possibility  of  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown  being  abused  in  the  manner  the 
hon;  and  learned  gentleman  had  supposed, 
and  of  the  minister  advising  a  war  merely, 
for  tbe  purpose  of  giving  some  money  to 
the  crown  under  this  claim  of  Droits  of 
the  Admiralty,  the  supposition  appeared 
to  him  hiebly  improbable,  and  the  danger 
theoretical ;   but  still  he  did  not  deny  but 
that  it  miffbt  be  proper  for  parliament  to 
take  the  wbole  system  into  its  considera- 
tion, whenever  there  should  be  a  new  ar* 
rangement  of  the  civil  list,  on  a  demise 
of  tbe  crown.    As  to  the  business  of  Co- 
penhagen, which  had  been  mentioned,  ha 
believed  that  nothing  had  been  reserved 
for  the  crown  under  the  head  of  Droits 
of  Admiralty;  .and  what  arose  from  the 
capture  of  the  Spanish  frigates  had  been 
given  to  those  engaged  in  the  Spanish 
trade.— -As  to  the  charge  of  this  fund  hav- 
ing  been  abused  to  the  purposes  of  secret 
favour  and  jobs>  be  believed  that  only  one 
case  had  been  cited  which  bore  the  least 
appearance  of  favour,  and  that  was  the 
case  of  sir  Hpme  Popharo,  which  had  al« 
ready  been  pretty  folly  discussed  in  that 
House.    As  to  secret  jobs,  if  there  were 
such,  how  did  the  hon.  and  learned  gen« 
tleman  come  at  the  knowledge  of  them  ? 
As  to  those  grants  wliich  were  not  secret, 
but  which  had  been  already  stated  to  par* 
liament,  it  appeared  that  hardly  any  ob- 
jectioBS  were  or  could  be  made.     He 
would  by  no  means  contend,  that  this  was 
the  most  convenient  fund  for  paying  the 
increased  expence  of  the  civil  list  estab- 
lishment out  of;    but  he  would  say,  that 
until  pariiament  should  create  some  other 
fund  or  means  to  meet  the  deficiency  in 
the  civil  list,  he  thought  that  it  was  the 
best  way  to  supply  it  from  this  source. 
Although  the  expences  of  the  civil  list 
establishment  had  much  increased,  he  be- 
lieved that  the  kin|p  kept  no  mora  ser- 
vants, horses,  or  carriages  than  he  did  for- 
merly.   He  by  no  means  wished  to  un- 
der-rate  the  principle,  of  the  necessity  of 
the  crown  being  dependent  on  parliament 
for  its  income,  as  lar  as  related  to  public 
services,  but  he  thought  that  the  king 
should  be  independent  as  4o  his  househda 
and  personal  expences;    and  that  a  sys- 
tem which  made  a  frequent  recurrence  to 
parliament  for  assistance  in  that  respect 
was  unconstitutional  and  daogerons.    Un« 
der  all  these  circiunstanc^  t^  should  Tota 
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igaiusC  the  motion,  which  went  to  destroy  |  fiim  ftlretdr  wMAomi,  lettiag  to  him  m 
a  aystem,  which,  if  not  the  hott»  htd  on*    addiiioii  wMt«T< 


k  system, 

iwered  the  purpose  of  sapplylDg  the  defi 
ciency  of  the  ciTil  list,  aira  in  which  no 
abuses  had  been  shewn  to  exist. 

The  AiUmny  General  said  tl^at  his  hen. 
and  learned  friend  had  stated  tnily  to  the 
House,  that  there  were  two  questions  to  be 
ilecided ;  the  one,  whether  the  crown  had 
any  right  to  the  revenue  in  dispute;  the 
other,  whether,  supposing  the  risht  estab* 
lished,  it  was  proper  that  it  should  be  left 
io  ?    His  hpn.    and  learned  friend   had 
maintained  that  the  revenue  of  which  his 
Majesty  had  undertaken  the  administrap 
iion,  did    not  of  right   belong   to    his 
Majesty;    in  doing  which,  however,  he 
had   admitted,  that  till  the  time  of  the 
Revolution^  no  branch  of  the   revenue 
whatever  was  appropriated,  until  the  pass- 
ing df  the  civil  list  acu.      In  order  to 
ibew  that  his  majesty  was   not  dealing 
With,  as  his  own,  that  which  was  not  his 
own,  he  should  refer  to  those  acts ;  and  as 
the  most  convenient  order,  he  should  be- 
gin with  the  last,  and  so  follow  up  the 
series.    In  the  1st  of  the  present  king,  by 
which  SOO^OOO/.  was  settled  on  his  Majesty 
for  Jife;  in  that,  as  in  the  former  cases, 
many  revenues  were  collected  into  one 
>^ggregaie  fund,  and  named  specifically, 
but  among  them  the  Droits  of  Admiralty 
were  not  included.  ^  It  was  certain  that 
before  the  institution  of  the  civil  list  the 
DroiU  belonged  to  the  king,  but  whether 
from  that  period  they  still  remained   to 
him,  was  a  question  not  quite  so  evident. 
They  were  therefore  to  enquire,  whether 
among  the  revenues  which  composed  the 
aggregate  fund,  th^  Droits  of  Adiniralty 
were  mentioned.  If  they  were  mentioned, 
undoubtedly  they  were  included  in  the 
bargain  between    his  Majesty  and  par- 
liament, on  his  first  arriving  at  the  crown, 
but  if  not,  they  were  still  to  be  considered 
bis  own  property.    Here  the  bon.  and 
learned  gentleman  took  a  review  of  the 
various  acts  firom  the  1st  of  George  S,  to 
that  of  William  and  Mary  on  that  subject, 
in  none  of  which  this  fund  was  alluded  to. 
It  therefore  remained  with  his  Majesty  as 
l)efore.    The  next  point  to  which  they 
earner  was  the  simple  consideration,  whe- 
ther it  ought  to  be  taken  from  him  :  ai^d 
that  must  lead  them  necessarily  to  the  act 
of  Settlement^  by  which  in  lieupf  cerUin 
revenues*  parliament  had  agreed  to  allow 
to  his  Majesty  the  sum  of  «00,000/.  a  year. 
The  parliament  had  all  the  revenues  then 
their  ey^  yet  they  granted  him  the 


er  waa  not  indaded  in  th^ 
aggrogala  fund,  so  that  the  DroiU  of  Ad«» 
miraltv  were  his  owns  onlew  it  could  be 
proved  that  an  improper  use  had  beeit 
made  of  those  DroiU  by  minittevt.  If  a 
case  had  been  made  out  by  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  impottng  to  ministers  tbm 
fact  of  havinff  coiroptly  uken  and  cor^ 
ruptly  applied  that  fund,  there  would  thea 
have  been  some  ground  for  the  motion; 
but  as  the  question  stood,  they  were  to 
decide  whetner  they  would  take  it  away, 
because  it  was  pomible  that  it  mtcfat  be 
misapplied.  There  was  no  part  of  tte  re* 
venue  to  which  the  same  argument  migha 
not  be  applied  with  the  same  justice.  It 
appeareu  to  him,  on  these  srounds,  which 
he  had  sUted  as  shortly  as  he  could  to  the 
House,  that  the  motion  was  unneoesaaryp 
and  therefore  he  should  oppose  it 

Mr.  JDaeiei  Oid^  declared,  ha  had  not 
intended  to  take  part  in  this  discussion^ 
but  from  what  he   had    heard,   begge4 
shortly  to  deliver  his  opinion  on  the  two 
points  into  which  the  question  had  been 
so  properly  divided,    tie  agreed,  that  the 
right  to  these  Droits,  from  the  Conoueat 
Co  the  present  day,  was  vested  entirely  in 
the  king.    Bat  when  any  revenue  was  so 
vested,  there  were  vested  with  it'co>ral»- 
ti  ve  duties  to  be  performed.    Of  old,  when 
the  kings  of  England  held  lands  Hid  other 
sources  of  revenue,  they  were  bound  to 
protect  the  country,  to  be  at  the  expence 
of  carrying  war  into  foreign  parts,  and 
perform  other  services  for  the  realm.  The 
same  mode  existed  in  some  arbitrary  ge« 
vemments  at  this  day,  but  4n  England 
they  had  made  one  of  the  greatest  im* 
provements  ever  thought  of  in  politics,  by 
separating  the  revenue,  and  granting  ft 
for  particular  purposes.    No  man  was  in- 
clined to  go  farther  than  he  wu  in  tlia 
amount  he  would  appropriate  to  the  sop* 
port  of  the  crown  and  all  the  royal  family^ 
though  he  could  have  wished  that  the 
civil    list  had    been  voted    solely    and 
clearly  to  the  king,  and  that  ambassadora 
and  great  officers  had  been  provided  fbr 
by  other  grants.    But  if  the  old  hereditary 
revenues  of  the -crown  were  continued^ 
the  old  hereditary  duties  ought  also  to 
continue.    As  for  meeting  the  excess  of 
the  civil  list  out  of  this  Bind,  he  moat 
consider  any  other  source  better  than  one 
so  untertain  and  precarious.    Although  be 
f^  convinced  that  the  argument  of  war 
being  entered  on  to  increase  this  fond  was 
merSy  theoretic^  yet  eve%tbedry  ao  dan- 
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gerovf  OQglil  to  be  gowded  agaimst.    li 
wuitid,  thai  ihitwt»  not  apfoper  tioM 
to  cavil  abovt  a  bargain  which  had  baen 
made  to  last  till  the  end  of  the  reiga.    To 
tbitf  be  woald  agree,  had  they  not  been 
balled  on  to  raiae  ether  money  Ibrthe 
crown ;   bet  as  it  was,  he  wat  oon?inced 
they  onght  not  to  levy  fresh  sopplies,  till 
it  was  shewn  that  former  grants  had  been 
insnfficieet.    He  had  ever  thoeght  a  li- 
ihited  monarchy  the  best  mode  of  go- 
vernment ;  hot  he  held,  that  with  respect 
to  a  king  as  with  respect  to  a  senate,  there 
oaght  to  be  no  property  in  their  posses* 
aion,  not  appliosMe  to  the  service  of  the 
autte.    On  this  groond  he  was  for  carry- 
isg  the  ainottnt  of  this  fond  to  the  jHiblic 
itodr/or  atany  rate  for  leaving  it  with 
parliament  to  dispose  of,  giving  out  of  it 
as  uHfch,  and  no  stinted  sam,  as  inM  fit  to 
soppert  the  crowii,  and  all  its  dependent 
cies,  in  dignity  and  splendoar. 
-  Mn  S^themp  while  he  conceived  the 
Broita  of  the  Admiralty  to  be  the  property 
of  the  crown,  did  not  carry  the  argument 
she  length  of  contending  that  the  House 
had  no  contreul  over  them,  though  he  de* 
Died  that  there  was  any  occasion  for  a 
previous  approval  by  parliament  of  any 
nppropriation  of  tbem.     His  hon.  and 
learned  friend  who  brought  forward  the 
present  motion,  did  not  argue  the  csise  as 
if  tbe  crown  exercised  a  usurpation  over 
this  fond,  but  as  if  he  doubted  whether 
the  crown  did  so  or  not.    The  right  how- 
ever, he  (Mr.  Stephen)  conceived  to  be 
indisputable. '  His  hon.  ssid  learned  friend 
mgreed,  that  previous  to  the  revolution, 
tibe  right  was  in  the  Lord  High- Admiral ; 
and  was  not  that  office  put  in  commission 
by  tbe  king?    If  tbe  right  was  in  tbe  ad- 
miral before,  it  seemed  to  follow  that  it 
must  now  be  in  the  crown.    The  words 
of  lord  Clarendon^  addressed  to  Charles 
She  2nd,  which  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
bad   quoted,  seemed  even  to  favour  this 
idea;  his  lordship  telling  his  majesty  that 
he,  not  bis  people,  would  be  abominably 
cozened^  by  suffering  the  profits  of  this 
office  to  remain  unaccounted  for  at  the 
ezchequer.<^With  respect  to  those  dis- 
putes which  might  have  arisen  at  diflerent 
periods  of  our  history  as  to  the  distribu- 
tion of  these  droits,  they  were  rather  dis* 
pukes  between  the  king  and  the  captor, 
'  or  the  Lord  High  Admiral  and  the^  captor, 
tAum  between  the  king  and  the  public. 
He  could  not  help  thinking  that  his  hon. 
end  learned  friend  had  been  a  little  strons 
m  his  phraseology,  when  he  said,  that  all 
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sndigitota  werecentrarrto  thespiriSof 
the  eonstitntton.    Aocerding  to  seeh  rea* 
soning,  eve^  one  of  those  acts  aettling 
the  evil  list  revenne,  were  violations  of 
the  constitution,  because  it  was  dear  that 
by  each  of  them,  the  legislature  left  m  the 
crown  property  not  granted  by  the  par^ 
Itament.    If  this  was  against  the  eonsti* 
tation,  then  forfeitures  and  aeianres  and 
all  grants  arising  therefrom,  jni^t  be, 
with  equal  justice,  said  to  be  aoti-ceosti- 
tutional.    Besides,  grants  might  be  ma^ 
in  ease  of  the  public  service,  though  not 
immediately  for  the  public  service,  which* 
however,  it  would  not  be  foir  to  consider 
as  an  abuse  of  public  money.    It  was  at 
the  same  time  but  just  to  consider,. thai 
the  civil  list  had  not  at  any  time  been 
adequate  to  the  claima  upon  it.    Mr.  jna« 
tice  Blackstone  was  a  writer  not  disposed 
to  yield  or  compromise  the  privileges  of 
the  subject,  and  yet  in  the  year  1777,  he 
bad  acknowledged  the  utter  deficiency  of 
the  civil  list  to  answer  tbe  claims  upon 
it,  and  even  appealed  to  every  gentleman 
of  private  fortune,  whether  from  an  im* 
partial  calculation  of  the  proportion  of  hia 
respective  means  to  the  private  demands 
upon  him  even  at  that  period,  the  civil 
list  could  be  supposed  to  be  adequate  to 
the  ^reat  demands  upon  it.— It  was  unfair 
too  in  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  to  talk 
of  eight  millions  as  the  amount  of  the 
dr(^  at  present.    The  net  sum,  including 
evefy  possible  item,  was  only  7,544<,d77(» 
The  reductions  themselves  amounted  to 
more  than  a  moiety.    The  mere  payments 
to  captprs  amounted  to  2,SS6,745I.  ;  and 
with  regard  to  the  objection  to  captors  in 
certain  cases,   he  wished  to  know  from 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  whether  he 
would  take  upon  him  to  say,  that  in  no 
case,-  private  captors  ought  to  have  remu- 
neration ?     Might  not  war  break  out  un- 
der such  circumstances  as  to  render  it 
most  just  and  expedient  that  private  cap- 
tors   should  be  remunerated  ?— Another 
deduction  was  that  of  406,554/.  to  neutral 
claimants.    There  was  a  still  further  de- 
duction of  289,69  U.  for  payments  to  the 
receiver  general  of  droits,  law  charges^ 
Itc. '  Under  tbe  head  of  special  payments 
there  was  no  less  a  sum  than  42^,687/. 
A  further  deduction  as  td  the  indemnifi- 
cation of  officers  for  costs  incurred  in  Ad-^ 
miralty  cburts,  where  ships  taken  under 
circumstances    of  strong  suspicion,  had 
turned  out  to  have  been   neutrals.     To 
some  of  them,  however,  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  dejected,  as  being  pay- 
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inento  to  defray  the  costs  ii;icQrr«d  by  on* 
lawful  captures  ;  and  he  asked,  was  it  to 
be  endured,  that  an  unlawful  captor  should 
not  smart  for  his  misconduct,  as  a  warning 
to  himself  and  others  in  future  ?  But  be 
wouki  appeal  to  the  House,  if  many  cases 
Blight  not  occur,  in  which  it  would  be  the 
greatest  possible  hanlship  not  to  /exone- 
rate a  captor  from  the  costs  attending  a 
decision  against  him.  •  He  would  only 
mention  one  instance,  in  which  some  fes* 
sels,  caarying  ship  timber,  for  the  enemy, 
were  to  all .  appearance  so  completely 
<;overed  and  protected  as  neutrals,  that» 
in  the  Admiralty  court,  the  captors  of 
them  must  /have  been  condemned  in  the 
most  ruinous  costs,  had  not  private  infer*, 
nation  been  obtained  from  another  quar- 
ter, that  the  timber  was  destined  for  the 
toemy.  His  Jion.  and  learned  friend  had 
also  alhided  to  /a  grant  of  5,<I97L  to  a  re- 
verend gentleman,  for  information  given 
as  to  enemy's  property ;  and  certaiinly, 
though  that  sort  of  business  mig^t  not  be 
rery  suitable  to  his  clerical  character,  yet 
it  was  proper  he  should  be  paid  in  pro^ 
portion  to  his  services.  .  The  truth  was,  it 
would  have  been  absolute  ruin  to  many 
gallant  officers,  to  have  left  them  saddled 
with  iht  costs  of  captures  that  had  been 
pronounced  illegal,  though  made  by  them 
in  the  discharge  of  what  they  thought  to 
be  their  duty :  and  these  brave  men  in- 
stead of  carrying  the  fame  of  the  British 

'  navy  into,  all  parts  of  Che  world,  would 
havo  been  left  to  waste  their  lives  in  a 
prison,  but  for  this  power  of  remunerating 
them:  out  of  the  I)roits  of  Admiralty. 
This,  therefore,  he  would  contend,  was  a 
most  wholesome  application  of  the  fund 
in  question*  But  it  that  fund  was  only  to 
be  applied  in  the  way  he  had  mentioned 
in  con^quence  of  a  specific  vote  of  par^ 
liament,  in  every  particular  instance,  he 
«ould  hardly  Bgure  to  himself  the  dread* 
lul  consequences  that  would  ensue.  Were 
ihe  claims  of  officers  for  exoneration  from 
ihe  costs  with  which  they  were  saddled  at 
all  a  proper  subject  of  investigation  for 
'that  House  ?    Were  they  to  hear  counsel 

.at  the .  bar,  to  enter  into  enquiries  into 

4hose  claims,  and  to  be  canvassed  by  na^ 
yal  officers  ?   Tbiswould,  indeed,  lead  to 

•the  most  unconstitutional  abuses,  and 
would  draw  the  whole  of  the  executive 
p6wer  into  the  hands.  ^  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  There  were  several  items  of 
appropriation  which  well  deserved  atten- 
tion :  no  less  a  sum  than  000,000^  had 
been  placed  to  the  account  of  the  conso- 
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lidated  fundby  the. Botch  commissioners ; 
7^Q»000^  .had.  been  paid  to  the  treasurer 
of  the  navy  by  the  Spanish  commis«: 
jsioners ;  100,000/.  had  been  paid  by  the 
^registrar  to  the  tsea«urer  of  the  Ordnance. 
'a>|l  150|000/.  to  the  treasurer  of  theMavy, 
There  had  been  also  a  sum  of  no  less  than 
S48,261/.  paid  to  lords  Gambler  and  Cath- 
cart  as  prize-money  taken  at  Copenhagen. 
Granu  had  likewise  been  made  to  some 
of  the  branches  of  the  royal  family,  amount- 
ing to  171,500/.  1*0  these  {^anu  his  hon.  < 
and  learned  friend  had  taken  exceptions; 
but  the  hon.  genfleoien  who.  sat  arouzid 
him  would  hardly  join  him  in  such  objec* 
tions.  When  did  these  grants  commence  ? 
Why,  it  was*during  the  administration  of 
Mr.  Fox  that  the  psecedent  was  first 
given ;  and  he  would  leave  it  to  gentlo- 
men  on  the  othei;  side,  who,  he  had  no 
doubt,  would  be  both  willing  and  ready 
to  defend  the  practice;  The  hon.  and 
learned  ffentleman  concluded,  with  ex« 
pressing  his  determination  to  vote  against 
the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Brougham  observed,  in  .explanation^ 
that  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  was  mis* 
taken  es  to  the  precedent  of  grants  to  the 
royal  femily  being  fir«t  given  during  Mr. 
Fox's  administration.  ¥mm  the  papers  it 
appeared,  that  in  1805,  when  Mr.  Pitt 
was  in  office,  there  had  been  a  grant  of 
26,000/.  to  the  princessof  Wales;  ibfiOOL 
to  the  duke  of  Cumberland;  10,000/.  to  ' 
the  duke  of  Kent ;  and  19,500/.  to  the  late 
duke  of  Glocuester. 

Captain  Herbert  passed  a  high  enco* 
mium  on  the  speech  of  the  hon.  and  learn* 
ed  mover,  and  maintained  that  several 
acts  of  the  legislature  proved  indubitably 
that  the  Droits  of  Admiralty  ,were  not 
solely  vested  in  the  crown,  but  were  also 
under  the  controul  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Raee,  in  allowing  the  merit  of  elo- 
quence to  tlie  hon.  and  learned  mover> 
claimed  for  Mr.  Stephen  that  of  sound 
reasoning,  and  considered  the  speech  of 
the  latter  gentleman  as  a  plain  and  distinct 
answer  to  whatever  had  been  advanced  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House.  He  defied 
the  hon.  gentleman  to  point  out  a  single 
abuse,  and  could  not  conceive  the  dif* 
ference  they  had  attempted  to  draw  be* 
tween  prizes,  which  no  one. disputed,  to 
the  king,  and  the  Droits  of  Admiralty^ 
which  were  the  objecu  of  the  present  mo* 
tion.  He  maintained,  that. if  the  crown 
had  not  possessed  the  means  and .  ih^ 
power  of  indemnifying  naval  officers^ 
many  of  the  gallant  men  who  had  so 
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largely  contributed  to  the  safety  and  to* 
the  glory  of  thetr  country,  would  ha?6 
ended  tbeir  days  in  a  prison..  He  men^ 
tioned  the  case  of  lord  Nelson,  then  cap' 
tain  Nelson,  who,  when  stationed  in  the 
-West  Indies,  after  the  American  war,  had 
actions  brought  against  him  for  upwards 
of  20,000/.,  for  having  enforced  the  Na- 
vigation Act,  to  which  this  country  was 
indebted  for  its  naral  pre-eminence.  He 
did  at  the  time  inrestigate  the  case  of 
captain  Nelson,  who  had  acted  perfectly 
right,  but  who,  nevertheless,  might  have 
been  ruined  and  stopped  in  his  glorious 
career.  He  promised  and  gave  him 
every  kind  of  support,  but  this  he  could 
not  have  been  able  to  do,  if  the  Droits  of 
Admiralty,  the  only  fund  disposable  for 

.  that  purpose,  had  not  been  at  the  disposal 
of  the  crown. 

Mr.  Ahercromby  s&id  he  would  state  in 
a  few  words  the  grounds  and  object  of  his 
vote.  He  did  not  wish  to  consider  how  the 
money  had  >been  applied,  nor  did  he 
charge  misapplication  of  it  on  "any  indi- 
viduals; for  in  that  case,  the  business 
vrould  have  cooje  under  the  cbnsideration 
of  parliament,  m  a  very  different  form 
•from  the  present.  His  view  was  to  in« 
-quire,  as  these  fends  were  of  a  permanent 
'nature,  and  were  likely  always  to  exist, 
whoousrht  to  have  the  controul  over  them. 
No  doubt  in  any.  future  appropriation  of 
those  funds,  a  great  part  pf  them  in  any 
case  would  be  applied  as  heretofbrfe.  But 
the  question  was,  wbo  was  to  have  the 
controul  of  it  ?  Surely  it  ought  to  be  par- 
liament ;  and  to  say  thalt  no  misapplica- 
tion had  jret  taken  place,  was  really  no 
•nswer ;  if  there  was  a  possibility  of  mis- 
application, it  was  the  duty  of  every 
•member  of  parliament,  who  did  not'wish 
to  depart  from  his  public  duty,  to  pro- 
vide against  any  such  posnbility  of  abuse. 
The  luminous  and  masterly  statement 
which  his  hon.  and; learned  friend  (Mr. 
Brougham)  had  that  night  submitted  to 
them,  trould  have  astonished  all  who  heard 
him,  were  it  not  known,  and  had  h^  not 
by  his  eloquence  on  former  occasions, 
sufficiently  satisfied  every  man  that  he 

'  was  one  of  the  most  powerful  and  con- 
eiderablepersons  in  that  House. 

Mr.  W,  Smith  wished  merely  to  ask 
one  question.  The  account  now  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  began  in  1793,  and 
ended  in  1810,  and  taking  the  amount  at 
1, $00,0001.  the  annual  sum  was  430,000^. 
a  sum  which,  it  was  contended,  should  be 
vrhoUy  at  the  disposal  of  the  <^own.    Now, 
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what  he  wished-  to  ask<  was,  merely,  if 
any<mehad  demanded,  in  179S,  that  a 
sum  of  430j060l«  should  be  annually  at 
the  uncontrottled  disposal  of  the  crown, 
for  17  years/ how  would  the  proposition, 
at  that  time,  have  been  received  ? 

The  CkamxUor  qf  the  Exche^9ier  saw  no 
particiilar  weight  in  the  question  which 
had  been  just  put,  to  make  any  member 
idter  his  opinion  on  this  subject  l^re 
was  as  wide  a  distinction  between  the  case 
which  he  had  supposed,  of  the  sum  of 
4f30,OOOL  being  annually  at  the  uncon^^ 
trouled  discretion  of  the  crown,  and  the 
present,  as  could  well  be  between  any  one 
case  and  another ;  beoause  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  any  person  to  look  at  the  jMiper 
now  before  the  House  with  pare,  with* 
out  seeing  that  the  amount  of  the  sum 
which  he  had  stated  was  limited  by 
the  abatements  and  deductions  neces- 
sary in  bringing.it  into  existence,  to  leu 
than  the  half  of  what  he  l»d  ^ted  ;  and 
whenever  an  application  was  made  of  any 
part  of  that  remainder  it  was  subject  to 
be  canvassed  by  parliament*  Whatever 
might  have  been  the  practice  of  former 
administrations,  he  would  for  his  owa 
part  say,  that  the  very  first  .moment  he 
beard  of  any  suspicion  as  to.  the  manner 
in  which  any  part  of  the  funds  had  been 
disposed  of,  he  had  shewn  a  perfect  readi- 
ness to  produce  an  account  of  it,  that  it 
might  be  seen  in  what  way  the  applica* 
tion  had  l>een  made.  The  account  now 
before  the  House,  was  produced  in  May 
ISlO,  and  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
had  had  tijro  years  to  bring  forward  the 
•declamatory  attack  which  he  had  that 
night  thooffht  proper  to  make.  They  had 
heard  much  of  the  talents  and  eloquence 
displayed  that  night  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman ;  but  whatever  opinion 
might  be  entertaitied  of  those  talents  or 
that  eloquence,  sure  he  was  that  the  ap* 
plication  of  them  in  the  present  case  was 
no^ calculated  to  give  much,  satisfaction. 
But  whatever,  his  eloquence  might  have 
been,  it  was  in  his  opinion  not  unanswer* 
cd,  and  even  in  sundry  parts  of  his  argu- 
ment by  the  hon.  gentleman  who  was  the 
seconder  of  his  motion.  To  that  hon.  gen- 
tleman he  wished  to  ask,  ifi  after  the  ar* 
gument  delivered  by  him,  he  would  sup> 
port  the  present  question  ?  He  thought 
that  he  understood  that  hon.  gentleman, 
and  really  he  could  not  conceive  how  with 
the  doctrine  he  had  held,  he  conid  in- 
crease the  list  of  those  admirers  of  elo- 
quence, who  agreed  with  the  arguments 
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And  rapported  the  resolottons  of  hk  has* 
•od  loamed  Friend.    TIm  hon.  and  iMined 
inoTer  had  sttted  ihtl  it  was  possible  to 
<iarry  on  war  with  this  iDordiaatt  sum  of 
,  eight  millions^  without  the  assistance  of 
parliament :  for  in  order  to  justify  the  elo* 
<)Uettce  and^  ?ioleno6  of  the   hon.  aod 
learned  gentleman,  it  appeared  necessary 
for  him  to  state,  that  the  fond  anoanted 
to  that  ettenti  without  taking  the  smaileit 
jaocoont  of  the  necessary  deductions  to 
Which  it  was  subjected.    Was  the  hon.  and 
ieamed  gentleman  really  serious  in  urg- 
ing  such  an  argument  to  the  House  ?    The 
question  before  the  House  naturally  re** 
Bolfed  itself  into  the  legality  of  the  exist* 
cnce  of  this  fund,  and  tne  propriety  of  iu 
continuance:    and  with    regard  to   the 
legality  he  was  really  astonished  that  any 
lawyer  should  have  thought  proper  to 
state  in  that  tiouse,  because  the  Droits 
of  Adadiralty  were  not  mentioned  in  the 
Btatute « de  prerogativa  regis/  that,  there^^ 
fore,  th^y  were  illegal.    In  what  respect 
did  the  Droits  of  Admiralty  differ  from 
other  prizes?    All  prices  whatever  were 
Vested  in  the  crown.    The  fact  was,  that 
Uiere  had  not  been  a  statute  passed  since 
ihe  reign  of  queen  Anne,  in  which  the 
right  of  the  crown  had  not  been  recognized 
^y  parliament.    Did  he  mean  to  say  that 
it  was  necessary  it  should  hare  been  men- 
tioned in  thai  statute?     He  would  refer 
him  to  the  rariout  prise  acts  which  had 
^m  time' to  time  been  passed.    If  the 
Droiu  of  Adnuralty  were  not  vested  in 
the  crown,  to  whom  then  did  they  be- 
long  ?    In  whom  were  they  rested  before 
theestablishmentofthe  civil  list?  But  the 
civil  list  acts  did 'take  this  property  from- 
the  crown.  ^On  the  grants  In  the  civil 
list  act,  there  were  paru  of  the  royal  re- 
irenue  reuitied  by  the  crown,  and  simong 
others/  the  Droito  of  Admiralty ;  but  the 
argument  of  the  boo.  and  learned  gentle- 
man would  go  to  leave  so  much  in  the 
^tuation  of  a  privy  purse,  and  to  take  out 
the  present.    Now,  where  was  the  accu- 
racy of  disitingoishing  these  droiu  from 
the  other  reserved  parts  of  the  revenue, 
from  the  revenues  of  the  Duchy  of  Lao- 
cuter  lor  insunce  ?    It  was  not  exactly 
^the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had 
stated,  that  the  magnitude  lai  these  droits 
in  fonner  times  was  never  considerable ; 
Ibr  the  droits  which  arose  out  oi  the  nx 
years  war  were  really*  of  some  siKe,  ae 
t  or  700,000/.  were  in  existence  nt  the 
period  when  the  civil  list  aot   passed, 
Wbidi  were  afterwards  granted  to  that 
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fund,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  proceede 
in  the  Spanish  or  Dotch  oases  alluded 
to,  had  been  applied  to  clearing  off  the 
debts  on  that  fund.  It  was  material  that 
a  question  of  this  nature  should  rest  on  n 
proper  foundation  f  but  in  the  present  case, 
the  ibttodatioo  on  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  smtleman  voted,  had  been  taken 
from  under  him  by  those  gentlemen  who 
had  adopted  his  side  of  the  argument 
They  had  disclaimed  auF  intention  of 
stating  any  instancea  of  alHise»  and  the^ 
merely  contended,  that  there  was  a  liabi- 
lity to  abuse  ^  but  a  ywy  material  part  of 
the.  speech  of  the  hon*  and  learned  geoy 
tleman,  which^  whatever  impression  il 
might  make  on  the  House,  was  certainly 
calculated  to  make  an  impression  out  of  it, 
was,  that  the  govemmeiu  of  this  country 
had  been  guilty  of  successive  acts  of 
abuse«»«that  if  any  distinguished  character 
was  to  be  rewarded,  the  mimster  came  be- 
fore parliament  with-  tbo  claim ;  but  if. 
any  minion  who  might  «xcite  disgust  in 
every  person  wha  beard  his  name,  was  to 
be  rewarded,  it  was  done  out  of  the  Droite 
of  Admiralty.  Would  any  man  suppose 
that  the  hon*  and  learned  gent  would  bare 
brought  forward  an  argument  of  this  sort, 
when  it  appeared  that  he  could  not  point 
out  an  item  of  all  that  eiaht  millions  which 
had  been  bestowed  to  aHtvourite  of  minie- 
ters  ?  Was  this/air  to  the  country  ?  Waa 
it  fair,  he  would  ask,  to  inflame  the  ;paa- 
sions  of  the  country  with  a  statement  of 
abuses  which  he  could  not  particularise? 
Was  it  fair  that  he  should  take  no  notice 
of  the  large  deductions  from  the  amouait 
for  the  necessary  claims  open  it  ?  The 
case  of  sir  Home  Popham  was  the  only- 
one  which  he  thought  proper  to  hMOtion. 
This  solitary  case,  which  had  before  been 
aatisfisctoril  V  explained  to  the  House,  was, 
it  seems,  all  that  by  ingenuity  and  indus- 
try, he  was  aUe  to  bring  forward.  Bet 
what  was  singular  enough,  was  that  the 
very  first  item  of  the  debts  of  the  civil  Utt 
which  had  been  paid  from  the  droits-^ 
the  very  first  item  of  this  gross,  misnpplicn* 
tbn,  at  which  all  England  must  be 
astonished,  was  done  by  authority  of 
those  most  nnexoeptioaabie,  by  those  most; 
constitutional  politiciana,  Mr.  Fox  and 
lord  GrenviUe  I  He  was  not  objecting  to 
the  appropriation,  nor  did  he  wish  to  ro« 
taliale  any  charge  upon  them,  but  when  it 
so  happened  that  that  administratioa»  of 
whose  principles  the  hon.  and  learned  . 
gentleman  was  known  ^  be  a  proGeased 
admirer,  wms  the  administration  which  ant 
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^k%  firiC  tMii^ld  of  thut  misapplicatimi, 
Mid  tktiit  Mch^a  practice  had  been  cevn- 
amaneed  b^  those  unexceptionable  cha* 
meters  in  bis  estimation,  this  was  rather  a 
aDaterial  circomstanee  against  his  argo^ 
mm^  and  was  at  least  entitled  to  soma 
consideration  ftom  him*  R«aHy»  how'^ 
9iivr,  to  do  the  hon.  and  teamed  gentle^ 
<aaB  justice,  he  did  not  b^liere  thin  when 
lie  nade  the  present  motion  he  wm  aware 
of  that  eirciimstance.  Adverting  to  what 
Hie  bon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  said 
Tcyeeliag  the  motites  by  which  the  attack 
on  Copenhagen  might  possibiy  baTo  been 
atimtflated/he  declared,  that  arery  paittde 
'^  the  property  takeh  on  that  occasion 
M  been  granted  to  the  captors.  Con- 
u««teg  tiMt  the.  proposed  RMolntions 
aiBMi  iliat  lo  be  law  which  was  not  law, 
aM  ^«t  to  be  es^pedient  which  was  not 
atpcditai,be  shooM  gite  them  his  decided 
apMsitkivi. 
'  Sk  pNottk  Burden  fhoaght  the  right 
Imi.  gentleman,  akhoagh  he  had  touched 
•n  tome  of  the  collateral  points  of  the 
fMstiori,  had  left  out  every  material  con* 
iidataaion.  He  had  argra  the  ineonsis* 
aiacy  of  soppoarng  that  goremmentwonM 
go  to  war  from  wajmi  ctmsiderations, 
ai«rely  for  the  sake  tyf  the  Dmts  to  the 
trown.  The  astonishing  fact,  howerer,  was 
weH  known,  that  there  had  beenministere  of 
Iht  country  who  have  actually  plonged  it 
into  w^  ftom  such  oi^ost  considerations. 
A  great  |»art  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
ipoech  was  directed  to  the  qaalities  and 

SaKfientSonts  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gen« 
man  who  brought  forward  the  motion, 
and  to  the  condact  of  a  former  adteinistra- 
tibn ;  but  that  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
argmnent.  What  the  liberty  of  the  sub- 
jm  called  for,  was  what  th^  ought  to 
ooinlder.  In  the  present  day,  parliament 
was  realty  so  ornamented  wiih  genClemen 
of  the  learned  prolession,  that  armaments 
were  now  listened  to,  that  would  at  a 
period  which  was  not  beyond  his  expe^ 
rtenee  hare  been  rather  coldly  received 
TM  that  Hoate.  It  was  in  the  nature  of 
anaa  to  desire  power,  and  nothing  could 
bt  mote  constitutional  than  to  watch  with 
att  eye  of  jeatousy  orer  every  source  of 
tevenue  which  was  not  under  tke  contronl 
of  parliament.  It  was  a  fitct,  that  i  king 
iai||fat^  as  king,  be  now  poor^  with  his 
ctnl  list  in  debt,  yet  with  private  pro* 
perty  to  a  very  considerable  amount  He 
was  glad  to  find  that  some  doctrines, 
which  bad  fstmerYy  been  rery  cooNy 
SiAiiilcined  In  that  EmU,  Wtra  iioir  relh»- 
( VOL.  XXL) 


quirfiod  by  thdbe  wbo  opposed  tbe  preseni 
qaestion.  He  reoBombered  to  have  heard 
it  gravely  maintained  by  a  judge  advocate^ 
that  the  Droits  of  Admiralty  were  as  ihuch 
the  private  property  of  the  king  as  any 
private  gentleman  was  entitled  to  bis  for* 
tune.  He  really  could  not  see,  though 
the  king  might  have  a  right  to  ^is  pro* 
perty  djttrecorcius,  that  he  could  hold  any 
property  on  any  other  tenure  than  far  the 
benefit  of  the  pmKc.  He  had  no  right  to 
put  money  into  his  own  pocket,  h  waa 
impossible  to  say  how  this  money  might 
be  disposed  of.  It  had  been  said,  it  might 
be  given  to  minions  and  mistresses ;  but 
mi^t  it  not  also  be  given  to  such  persona 
as  members  of  parliament?  He  might 
first  buy  all  the  saleable  boroughs,  and 
then  procure  such  a  partiament  as  wouM 
willingly  aanction  the  most  unjust  mea* 
sores.  He  Was  sorry  that  this  question 
had  at  present  been  brought  forward,  fbf 
he  considered  it  so  strong  and  so  dear,  that , 
when  be  saw  the  disposition  of  the  House 
he  eouM  not  but  be  alarmed  lest  the^ 
Should  deeide  against  the  public^  which 
was  against  the  vital  interests  of  the  coun* 
try.  He  really,  when  he  saw  the  Hbera* 
lity  of  the  people  of  this  coutitry,  anl 
their  willingness  at  all  thnes  to  support  the 
dtgnity  and  splendour  of  the  tbrone,  wal 
astonished  to  find,  that  whfle  the  debts  of 
the  civil  list  had  been  encreasing;  the 
splendour  of  the  throne  had1»een  dimfnishA 
ing.  He  most  witii  sorrow  confess,  that  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  original  spleftdoof 
of  the  crown  bad  been  dmrhiiShed,  ahd 
that  several  establishttefrts  had  been  laid 
aside,  while  more  than  three  millions  had 
been  paid  to  the  civil  list.  He  maintahi^ 
ed  that  the  whole  of  the  Droits  tf  Adrtri^ 
raHy  ought  to  go  to  the  captors ;  and  that 
those  who  bore  the  burden  of  the  waf 
ought  to  have  the  benefit  of  it.  As  tu 
eamng  them  the  km^'s  rights,  they  #ero 
so,  as  we  spoke  of  the  king's  c6urts,  thu 
ktng^s  highway,  aud  the  king's  peace.  If 
the  king  was  allowed  to  expend  thefbnd  tA 
he  pleased,  he  wished  to  knowvrhether  ho 
might  tiot  buy  landed  property  with  it  # 
Thus  the  crown  might  be  without  a  Bhil!Thg« 
and  the  king  in  possession  of  half  the  land 
in  England.  However  the  case  mighft 
have  been  before,  it  became  now  the  duty 
of  parliament  to  control.  If  any  fsrthet 
provision  Were  wanted  for  the  king  or 
his  filmily,  let  parliament  ^re  it:  but  let  . 
there  be  no  underhand  means  of  giving  it! 
The  gtams  of  the  toyhi  fiunily  wer^ 
higMy  uttbecomiog  and  repreheasible; 
(T) 
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they  put  tb«  prkices  into  a. state  of^epen- 
i^^nce  upon  whoever  might  he  the, minister 
of  the  day. 

\  Sir  Jolin  NichoU  conceired,  that  the  bon. 
baronet  had  misipterpreted  the  c^octrine 
beld  by  his  side  of  the  House.    For  his 

5wn  party  he  had  never  considered  ■  the 
)roit8  of  the  Admiraltyi  which  they  were 
properly  calle4>  but  as  a  trust  vested  in 
the  crown,  He  did  not  accede  to  the 
principle  of  reforni  maintained  by  the  bon. 
paronet,  because  the  present  practice  was 
liable  to  ^vil.  .  The  true  principi.e  was^ 
first  to  see  the  evils  as  they  arose,  and 
then  to  apply  the  remedy.  :He  allowed 
that  it  was  a  great  sum,  but  it  was  appli- 
cable by  ministers,  and  subject  to  the  con- 
trol and  revie.w.  of  parliament;  and  had 
ministers  ever  refused  to  submit  the  ac- 
^ui\ts  of  that  application?  Inhere  was 
no  danger,  therefore^  to  the  constitutiop  to 
l>e  apprehended.  The  last  administration 
he  considered  as  a  high  constitutional 
authority,  and  during  the  continuance  of 
that;  administration,  no  message  had  ^ver 
been  brought  down  to  the  House  to  take 
ihe  subject  into  consideration.  Had  Mr. 
Fox  thought  it  dangerous,  he  would,,  no 
doubt,  ^ave  taken  some  measure  to  reform 
it.  It  had  been  said,  that  seizing  enemy's 
shi|>8  before  proclamation  of  hostilities  was 
,  a  piracy,  ana  a  larcenous  warfare,  and  a 
wa^  of  banditti.  Such  expressions  ought  not 
to  1^0  forth  from  that  House,  as  they  were 
a  disgraceful  imputation  on  the  character 
is  the  country.  This,  he  conceived,  had 
always  been  th^  practice,  and  laying  an 
embargo,  he  contended,  was  a  benefit 
rather  than  an  evil,  as  it  prevented  the  en- 
tering into  unqualified  hostilities,  and  gave 
the  enemy  time  for  consideration.  That 
mpde,  he.  contended,  which  had  hitherto 
existed^  was  the  best,  and  therefore  ought 
to  be  continued. 

.  Mr.  Tienu^f  saix),  that  he  should  esteem 
bimself  w.anting  in  private  friendship  to 
'  the  hon.  and  learned  mover,  if,  while  he 
_  differed  from  him  as  to  the  mode  of  his 
'  Kesolutionsy  he  did  not  acknowledge  the 
great  display  of  talent  which  he  ha<i 
evinced.  From  the  reports  of  the  King's 
physicians,  it  might  be  with. decency  pro- 
nounced that  a  demise  of  the  crown  might 
be  expected  at  no  very  distant  period :  it 
became  therefore  the  duty  of  parliament 
to  manifest  their  sense  on  this  important 
subject  of  Admiralty  DroiU  before  that 
event  took  place,  that  the  people  might  be 
convinced  they  were  willing  to  meet  their 
wishes  as  far  as  possible*    lie  sh/ould  not 
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dispute  the  right  of  the  crown  to  .these 
droits,  but  he  thought  they  oqg^ht  not  to 
remain  so' vested  without  parliiMnentary 
enquiry.    The  DrpiU  of  the  Admiral ty.dif- 
fered  from  other  droits,  as  they  werenok 
equally  ascertainable..   He  did  not  oliyect 
to  any  droit  of  revenue  arising  from  the 
duchy  of  Lancaster,  because  it  .was  a  sum 
certain;  but  suppose  a  coal-mine  shpol4 
be  discovered,  there,  would  not  that  i|lter 
the  case }   So,  without  wishing  to  inflame 
the  minds  of  the  people,  he  must  say,  that 
the  sums  from  these  droits  now  amounted 
jto  that  enormous  extent,  that  the  paramount 
authority  of  parliament  was  loudly  ca)led 
lor  to  watch  over  their  application.  -  He 
alluded  to  the  case  of  sir  Home,Pophara, 
and  proceeded  to  sUte,  that  the  liberality 
of  parliament  to  tbe  pnnces  had  been  se 
great,  that  there  was  no  reasonable  ground 
of  apprehension^  that  due  provision  wqnld 
not  be  made  for  them  without  recourse  to 
this  fund.     In  the  last  parliament,  an  in* 
crease  pf  50  per  cent  to  their  incomes  had 
been  ajmost  unanimously  granted.     In  a 
recent  inst^ce,  the  sum  of  20,000/.  had 
been  given  to  one  prince,  a  circumstance 
which  would  be  looked  upon  as  a  mon- 
strous-perversion of  money  if  given  to  a 
private,  nobleman, — ^yet  a  prince,  ia  the 
coptemplation  of  parliament,  was  merely 
a  private  peer  of  the  realm,  and  as  spch 
sat  in  the  upper  house.    He  then  defended 
the  conduct  of  lord  Grenvilie's  admipistra- 
tion.    That  noble  lord  bad  found  a  great 
debt  on  the  civil  list,  and  had  had  recoprse 
from  necessity  to  a  step,  of  which,  how- 
ever, he  had  taken  painii  to  prevent  the  re- 
currence.    But,  however  that  might  be, 
circumstances  now  demanded  peculiar  vi- 
gilance and  jealousy.     Though  he  diffisred 
from  the  mode  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend's  motion,  be  agreed  with  it  in  sub- 
stance ;  and  thought  that  the  House  should 
not  adjourn  till  it  had  poticedthe  immense 
sums  now  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
crown ;  which  would  shew,  that  at  least  an 
account  should  be  rendered  pf  that  expen- 
diture which  perhaps  could  not  be  pre* 
vented.    That  these  circumstances  should 
be  recorded,  he  proposed  as  an  amendment, 
''  That  this  House  having  taken  into  i^  se- 
rious consideration  the  unprecedented  sunn, 
at  different  and  uncertain  periods,  within 
the  last  twenty  years,  received  and  dis- 
posed of  by  the  crown  as  droits,  is  deeply 
impressed  with  the  necessity  of  enquiring 
into  and  ascertaining  the  extent  and  appli- 
cation of  the  same.''    If  this  motion  shpnid 
be  carried^  h^  would  follow  it  op  by 
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movmg,**  That  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Re- 
gent^Tbat  he  will  be  gracroosly  pleased  to 
give  directions,  that  there  be  laid  before 
this  House«  an  accovtit  shewing  the  amount 
received  from  droits,  and  the  yarious  pay- 
ment onide  from  the  same,  from  the  5th  of 
JaiNiai^  I  BIO  to  the 5th  of  January  1812; 
distingoishing  by  whom  rieceiVed'  and 
on  what  account:''  and  also  *'  That  an  ac- 
Obunt  be  laid  before  the  House  to  the  same 
^Seci,  before  the  expiration  of  the  first  ten 
days  of  every  session  of  parliameht." 

The  CkancdUn^  of  the  Exchequer  opposed 
the  amendment,  but  had' no  o'bjectibn  to 
the  production  of  a  paper  similar  to  that 
which  brought  the  Account  down  to 
May  1810,  to  brhig  itddwn  to  the  present 
time.  When  the  question  before  the 
House  was  disposed  of;  the  right  hon  gen- 
tleman, if  he  pleased,  could  move  for  it; 
otherwise  he  would  do  it  himself.  ' 

Mr.  Brougham,  in  reply,  maintained 
strenoously;  that  the  bthrgain  between  the 
sovereign  and  the  p&rliament  had  been 
abrogated,  and  that  the  crown  ought  not, 
with' safety  to  the  con^itution,  to  retain 
SQCb  immense  sums  at  iti  disposal. 

Mr.  PoMonby  said,  it  was  with  extreme 
reluctance  he  got  up.  He  perfectly  coin- 
Gided*with  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Tier- 
ney).  He  could  hdt  agree  that  the  crown 
had  'ever  bargained  for  its  rights;  but  he 
was  of  opinion,  that  the  king  of  this  coun*^ 
try  couM  not  have  a  shilling  of  revenue 
without  being  liable  to  the  exai!nination 
of  parliament,  the  crown  had  a  right 
to  toe  revenue,  but  the  parliament  had  a 
right' to- enquire  into  it.  After  giving  the 
question  his  full  consideration,  he  was 
obliged  to  say,  that  he  could  not  give  his 
vote  for  the  resolutions,  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend. 

ThA  Hpuse  then  divided. 

For  Mr.  Brougham's  Motion  SS 

Against  it .95 

-    Majority. ........... — 55 
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TheResolotions  moved  by  Mr.  Brougham 
wer^  ne'gatlved  without  a  division.  A  di- 
visidn  then  took  pUoeon  Mr.  Tiemey's 
Amendment,  which  was  •  supported  by  all 
those  vrho  supported  the  orijefnal  Resolo- 
tiODs.  The  uumlMirs  were,  for  Mr.  Tiep 
ney^s  Amendment,  ^8,  Against  it  &S. 
Majority  55.  Mr.  Brougham  then  moved 
for  i  Cosniuittee  to  inquire  into  the  sab* 
ject,  and  a  second  diviiion  ^  took  place  : 
For  the  appointment  of  a  .CommiCleo  56y 
Against  it  94.    Mi^rity  56.   ^ 


HOUSB  OP   COMMONS.. 

Wedneiday,  January  22. 

Petition  from  Barbadoes  axsPtcTiMO  | 
THE  SvGAB  Trade.]  Sir  Arthur  Piggoti  • 
presenfied  a  Petition  from  several  inha-  ' 
Ditants  of  the  island  of  Barbadoes  interest-  ' 
ed  in  the  Sugar  manufactory  and  tirade, 
in  behalf  of  themselves  and  ethers  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects  interesied,  setting  forth, 

*'  That  the  acknowledged  importance 
of  the  West  India  trade  to  the  commercial  ' 
interests  and  navigation  system  of  Great 
Britain,  the  immense  amount  of  British 
capital  embarked  in  the  West  Indies,  and 
the  Tast  revenue  derived  from  the  Sugar 
colonies,  demand  aid  and  protection  from 
the  knother  country ;    and  that  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  West  India  planters  have  in- 
creased to  ab  extent  hitherto  unexampled,  * 
and  the  effects  which  the  disuse  of  Sugar 
in  the  diistilleries   has  already  produced' 
are  such  as  t6  excite  in  the  minds  of  the  ' 
Petitioners  the  most  alarming  apprehen-  * 
sions  that  nothing  short  of  the  speediest ' 
relief  can  enable  them  to  preserve  their 
capital  from  the  most  rapid  deterioratioB ; 
and  that,  admitting  the  abolition  of  the ' 
Slave  Trade  to  be  a  measure  founded  on 
the  general  principles  of  humanity,  and 
therefore  not  to  be  shaken  by  considera- 
tibns  of  lesser  importance,  the  Petitioners  ' 
however  conceive  this  fsct  to  be  certain, 
that  the  present  population  of  their  ne- 
groes can  only  be  kept  up  by  an  unrc-  ■ 
mittidg  care  and  liberal  attention  to  their ' 
comforts ;    and,  while  they  feel  and  ac- ' 
knowledge  the  truth  of  this  proposition, 
they  see,  with  extreme  perplexity  and' 
concern,  that  the  depreciated  value   of' 
their  produce^  and  the  heavy  and  dispro- 
p6rtioned   imposts  laid  on  it,  must  not' 
only  sUfle  every  present  hope  of  redeem-  * 
ing  their  affairs,  but  will  operate  as  a  se-  • 
vere  cheek  tof  the  slave  population,  as 
they  must  deprive  the  Petitioners  of  the 
means  of  affording  their  negroes    many  , 
essential  necessaries,  and  subject  them  to 
great  privations ;  and  that  the  Petitioners 
presume  to  remind  the  House,  that  the  use ' 
of  Sugar  in  the  distilleries  produced  con- 
siderable relief  to  them  by  giving  a  vent  to 
770,000  cwt.  of  an  infetioi:  and  middling 
quality,  which  now  is  only  vendible  at  the' 
most  ruinous  prices ;   and  that  the  distilla-' 
Uon  of  Sugar  (estimiited  at  a  qiiantity 
equal  to    half  the    home -consumption), 
while  it.  aided  the  commercial  and  naviga- 
tion system,  benefited,  in  a  proportionate 
degree^*  tke  feaeral  interesu  of  the  em- 
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pire ;  and  the  Petitioners  coaceiYe  that 
the  converse  of  this  proposition  must  be 
true,  in  coBse<]\iflDce  of  the  exclusion  of 
S^gar  from  the  distilleries,  and  that  there- 
by the  coiitinental  policy  of  our  enemies 
will  be  most  eOectoally  promoted ;  and 
that  they  arc  encouraged  by  these  con- 
siderations to  hope  for  Qie  ad^nission  of  the 
use  of  Sugar  in  distilleries,  when  barley 
af&d  other  grain  bear  that  scarcity-price 
at  which  their  importation  into  Great  Bri- 
tain is  aduutted,  especially  as  it  has  been 
proved  before  parliament  that  more  than 
5QfiQ0fi00l.  sterling  has  been  paid  by 
Cireat  Britain  for  ibreign  grain  during  the 
thirteen  years  preceding  1804^  and  that, 
in  the  year  1810^  the  value  of  grain  ioh 
p([yted  amounted  to  more  than  l,OOOfiO(jL 
sterling*  the  greater  part  of  which  is  pur- 
ctiased  from  our  enemies;  and  thai,  m 
the  event  of  Sugar  being  consumed  by 
British  distillation,  were  the«  restriclio* 
taken  off  which  now  impedes  th^  export 
of  corn  from  Great  Britain  to  the  coloniee, 
cprn  could  be  imjported  into  the  Weal 
ladies  lor  the  use  of  their  inhabitants,  and 
of  the  British  aoidiars  and  saitofs  statietied 
ilk  them,  to  the  ^reat  advai|tafe  (as  th« 
Petitioners  conceive),  of  the  British  land- 
holders and  merchants;  and  that  the  Pe- 
titioBers  humbly  recall  to  the  raeolleetioa 
of  the  House,  that  a  partial  export  of  Sugar 
from  the  West  Indies  was  tormcffly  al- 
lowed in  American  bottoms,  the  prohibi- 
tion of  which  has  proved  extremely  ii^ 
riousto  the  planters,  who  receive  thoee 
stores^  so  essential  to  the  existence  of  their 
pUAtations,  from  the  United  States^  to  pay 
for  which/  money  is  now  drained  from  the 
colonies,  and  which,  if  retained,  would 
operate  to  the  manifest  advantege  of  go». 
▼emmenW  by  raising  the  premium  ctf  es* 
change  on  bills ;  and  that,  in  conse^uevca 
of  this,  it  was  cecommended,  in  the  yeat 
I808»  by  a  coamitiee  of  this  House,  that 
the  planter  should  be  Wlowed  to  barter 
Sugars  with  the  Americana  to  the  vakaof 
the  stores  which  they  received  from  them ; 
and  it  has  been  proved,  befoca  a  eommit- 
tee  of  the  House,  in  the  year  1807,  that 
British  America  is  ill  suited  to  suppljp  the 
waats  of  the  planters,  who  are  funushed 
with  oaly  one  tenth  of  their  stores  from 
thence ;  and  that  the  value  of  these  ateyres 
from  the  United  States  haa  been  compared 
attwenty-gve  thousand  bagj&headsof  Skigar, 
the  vem  for  which  waum  afford  a  great 
geiieral  relief  to  the  planters,  aoA  pr^fent 
a  redaction  of  their  9ffa^  which,  i»kt 
aunti^C  araiiMiaiMCAv  jwyt  altipHAty 
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ensue,  ta  the  ruin  and  to  the  coiaqnaBt 
injury  of  the  ship-owner  and  merchant; 
and  that,  on  the  other  hand,  the  admission 
of  this  barter  would  contribute  to  redees 
the  Petitioners  from  a  rapid  approach  to  a^ 
state  of  insolvency,  and  emible  them  ta 
pay  those  debts  which  would  otherwise  hm 
lost  to  their  British  correspondent;  aail 
that,  without  preiiuming  to  claim  any  sucti 
measure  as  a  matter  of  right,  the  Peti« 
tioners  humbly  set  forth,  that  a  muck 
greater  indulgence  was  granted  a|L  a  ibi mer 
period  in  relief  to  the  distreises  of  the 
planters,  by  the  general  peraaissiaB  of 
open  expoft  to  every  port  in  Europe  of 
colonial  produce  in  British  bottoiw,  which 
coDceesian  caotiAued  from  the' 29th  ^ 
September  I73(^  Hy  the  year  1771 ;.  and 
that  the  Fetitiaaeia  with  defsteoee  assert^ 
that  it  has  been  an  erroniwia  apinian  ikaa^ 
the  i«(raased  duties  on  Sugar  have  faUeft 
on  the  coneumer,  and  not  en  the  planlan^ 
Mnoe  the  prices  of  Si^^ars  have  never  riaen 
in  a  proportionate  raUo  la  those  dntiea  3  iis 
elucidaltion  and  exemplification  of  thb 
detail  of  iacts,  the  Petitioners  beg  leave  m 
refer  the  Hoose  to  the  fbllowioff  Abstraoi 
of  an  Account  of  sales  of  ten  nogsbeadit 
of  Sc^ar. 

Dr.  £.  9k  4. 
To  Baty  Fees  on  1  IS  cwt  I  ^« 

5  1b ^ ^ 153  15  5 

Amount  of  mercantile  Charges 

without  Insurance •«».»..  IM  15  S 

Nett  Proceeds 27  #  S 
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''  The  Petitioners  beg  leave  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  ta  this  cMCttmstam^  ' 
thst*  from  the  balance  of  27/.  as.  Sdl  is  «# 
he  deducted  the  oast  ef  tha  ten  oaaka  an 
the  Weat  Indies,  which,  at  Sua.  stailuw 
each,  is  IM ;  so  that  the  plantar  nattad 
on  Us  shipment  12/.  6s.  %L  stwiing^  and 
he  having  been  hi»  own  inanrer^  Ae  inemii 
ance  is  an  it#m  s^  charged  in  the  abav« 
acaaunt  of  sales;  and  that  it  nras^  afihnl 
a  gMAt  KaUef  to  the  PelMionarai  could  daa 
diiiaa  on  Sugar  be  received  in  kind»  aa  ia 
the  case  with  jMpatt  ta  Ike  fimr  ania^^lf 
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Mr  ci^a/L  duly  of  the  islaod  •£  Barbadoti  $ 
for»  under  Uiat  mode  of  oollectioii,  tbe  Pe- 
tkionera  would  'be  relieved  fron  ike  heary 
oherge  nade  of  imerQek  ob  the  edTancei 
£ar  dotjTB  M  veil  si»  ftom  a  coneiderable 
proponieA  of  Ihetr  olber  oxpencet,  they 
woold  Ibn*  pay  a  doty  proportiooate  to 
the  actoal  value  of  the  Segar,  and  Dot 
ha?e  to  iofce  •oka  of  their  prodoco  at  a 
kea  to  ps^  thoae  datjea  \m  cath>  a  mode^f 
paying  them  which  greatly  increase! 
their  presoot  hardehips ;  and  that,  in  this 
their  tuunblo  Petition  to  the  House,  they 
rest  OB  the  isiportast  troths,  that  the  inte- 
rcit  of  tho  mother  oountry  ia  identified 
with  that  of  the  colonies,  and  that  the 
hm  of  tibm  pHmter  is  a  km  of  that  British 
industry  omL  capital  which  now  produces 
9  revenue  of  3,000,000/.  sterling  on  Sugar, 
•od  a  consumption  of  British  produce  and 
BMoufactures  to  the  amount  of  6,000,0001. 
after liog  in  the  West  Indies,  which  must 
he  (teatly  reduced,  if  net  annihilated, 
unless  the  preseat  distreeses  of  the  proprie- 
tors of  Sugar  plantations  be  promptly  re- 
lieved; and  the  Petiiioners  therefore  pre- 
eHBe  to  express  their  earnest  but  respect- 
fal  hope,  that  the  House  will  be  pleased 
to  take  into  their  consideration  the  uiitpess- 
hug  case  of  the  Petitioners,  and  others  his 
Majesty's  subjects  inlerested,  and  that 
they  wm  be  pleased  lo  afibrd  such  relief 
•s  their  great  wisdom,  liberality,  and  jus- 
tice may  suggest'' 

Oiderod,  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Amibican  Loyalists'  Pbtitioic.]  A 
Petition  of  the  several  persons  whose 
vaoMa  are  thereto  subscribed>on  behalf  of 
thems^vee  and  otheis  whoso  ckiflM  have 
been  adjudged  good  by  the  oooMnission- 
ors-  appointad  by  the  act  of  parttament 
pMsed  in  tho  4^  year  of  his  Miyesty^'s 
feign,  intituled^  '^  An  Act  for  appoipting 
Commissionera  for  distributtng  toe  money 
stipulated  to  be  paid  by  the  United  Stales 
of  America,  under  the  coni^ention  made 
between  hia  if  syesty  and  the  said  United 
Stales,  omong  the  persona  having  claims 
tok  cpmnonsation  out  of  such  money^^ 
being  aweead  lo  bo  presented  ; 
,  Tho  OanceMsr  qf  the  JSadhsfmr,  by 
oanunand  of  the  IVniGe  Regent,  ao- 
y  intsd  tha  Houses  that  hie  Royal  High- 
nsosb^haraig  been  inisrmed  of  tho  con- 
tenta  of  the  said  PMitiosh  roeommends  it 
to  the  eonsidoratien  of  the  House.  Then 
the  said  Fstilio»  wao  presented  and  read  | 
eettingfonh. 

^  ^Pnit,  ftmmm  i»  IM  A»orio*»wte^, 


many  Btiliih  merchants,  under  Ao  i 
tion  and  encoun^ement  of  the  laws  of 
their  country,  carried  on  a  very  entensivo 
and  in  a  national  point  of  view,  a  very 
important  comaasrco  with  their  ieltcrw 
subjects  in  North  America,  in  the  coone 
of  which  debts  to  a  large  amount  wero 
necessarily  contracted,  and  at  the  coaa* 
mencemem  of  hostiblies  a  sum  of  great 
snagnitnde  remained  due  from  the  inhabii« 
ants  of  that  country  to  the  British  mer- 
chants, and  others  his  Majesty's  subjeels; 
and  that  the  sodden  suspension  of  all  in* 
tercourae  betwixt  the  two  countries^  in 
consequence  of  the  war,  preventing  the 
possibility  of  using  any  meane  k>r  en^ 
forcing  payment  et  these  debts  during 
the  continuance  of  the  contest,  tho  Bri- 
tish creditors  had  no  resource  but  to  wuii 
patiently  for  the  return  of  peac^,  whkh 
^key  accordingly  did,  under  tho  Ibll  coo- 
vtction  that  no  treaty  could  in  juslico  or 
honour  be  agreed  to.  by  his  Mijesty't  mi* 
nisters,  which  did  not  clearly  and  un- 
equivocally secure  to  them  the  complete 
recovery  of,  or  ample  compensation  for 
all  their  just  demands  ;  and  that,  by  the 
fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  bo* 
twen  bis  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  signed  at  Paris  9d  Septeteber 
1785,  it  vras  accordinnly  provided,  « That 
« creditors  on  either  ai^  shall  meet  with  no 
<  lawful  impediment  to  the  recovery  of 
« the  Aill  value,  in  sterling  money,  of  aH 
«  b&Ha  fide  debts  heretofore  contracted,' 
the  American  government  thereby  pledge 
ing  itself,  in  the  strongest  manner  that  a  na* 
tion  can  do,  that  every  lawful  impedimettt 
should  immediately  be  removed,  which- 
might  operate  as  a  bar  to  the  recovery  of 
British  debts  fairly  contracted  before  the 
peace ;  and  that,  in  breach  of  this  artick 
of  treaty,  not  only  those  laws  which  tho 
assemblies  bad  ^naeted  during  the  war 
against  the  recovery  of  debts  due  to  Bri- 
tish subjects  were  kept  in  foil  force  and 
operation,  but  new  taws  were  made  to 
the  same  effect,  tho  American  judseoA  at 
the  same  time,  eilber  passings  over  the  ac«> 
lions  of  British  subjo^  when  they  canxo 
into  court,  or  nonsuiting  the  phrmttfll  in 
such  actioiis,  on  tho  plea  of  *  British  debt,"* 
or  directing  juries*  and  deciding  On  every 
occasion  against  them :  by  these  means^ 
the  recovery  of  just  debts  to  a  vast  amount 
vras  prevented,  and  ^  injured  es edttors 
were  obHged  to  resort  to  their  govenraieiit 
for  protec^on  and  relief  r  the  h^stice 
under  whteh  Britirii  subfectt  thua  su£ked 
ben^notorions  and  ftagnmt,  their  com- 
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pbinti  intB  attended  to  by  the  British  go- 
Termnent^  and  much  discussion  took  place 
between  the  two  governments  on  the  sub- 
ject; and  that,  kr  more  than  10  years 
however^  nothing  eiiectual  was  done,  and, 
during  ^his'lapse  of  time,  debts  origioally 
good  became,  bad,  many  of  the  debtors  d  is* 
appeared,  and  legal  evidence  became  daily 
less  attainable  to  support  even  such  pro- 
ceedings M  luid  been  evasively  permitted 
in  the  American  courts  on  the  remon- 
strfmces  of  his  Majesty's  government,  bat 
at  length  the  complaints  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects,  and  the  encreasing  losses  they 
ausuined,  were  taken  into  full  consider- 
ation, and  a  very  elaborate  article  was 
conclnded,  which  formed  the  sixth  in  the 
treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Naviga- 
tion, concluded  between  his  Majesty  and 
the  United  States  of  America  in  the  year 
1794,  and  by  which  it  was  agreed.  That 
the  United  States  should  make  full  and 
complete  compensation  to  the  British  ere- 
ditors  for  the  losses  and  damages  which 
they  had  sustained  by  the  operation  .of 
various  lawful  impedimenta  to  the  reco- 
very of  their  debu  from  the  citizens*or  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States  since  the 
peace ;  and  that  for  the  purpose  of  aa- 
certa'ming  the  amount  of  such  losses  and 
damages,  five  commissioners  should  be  ap^ 
pointed,  two  by  each  of  the  contracting 
parties,  aftd  the  fiCUi  by  those  four,  three  of 
whom  were  to  constitute  a  board  with  full 
power,  provided  one  commissioner  on  each 
aide  and  the  fifth  commissioner  shoiild  be 
present;  and  that  all  decisions  should  be 
made  by  the  n^yority  of  the  commis- 
aiooers  present,  and  their  award  be  final 
and  conclusive,  both  as  to  the  justice  of 
the  claim  and  tbe  amount  of  the  sum  to 
be  paid  to  the  creditor,  and  the  United 
States  undertook  to  cause  the  sums  awarded 
to  be  paid  to  the  creditors  in  specie  with- 
out deduction;  and  that  in  May  1797, 
the  commissioners  appointed  for  that  pur* 
pos^  having  met  at  Philadelphia,  progeed- 
ed  in  tbe  execution  of  this  article,  and  the 
claimants  not  only  prepared  their  several 
claims  and  statements,  including  many 
thousands  of. debts  and  different  transac- 
tions, with  the  evidence  to  be  adduced  in 
support  of  them,  but  they  also  sent  agents 
to  attend  at  Philadelphia  before  the  board 
and  to  assist  the  general  agent,  who  had 
been  appointed  under  the  authority  of  his 
Majesty's  government  to  direct  their  pro- 
ceedings ;  but  this  solemn  article  of  treaty, 
with  all  that  had  been  done  under  it ;  was, 
after  a  great  expence  of  time  money  and 
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labour,  at  once  defeatedf  by  the  conduct  of 
the  two  commtsMoners  appointed  by  the 
United  States,  for  as  soon  as  the  discus-' 
sions  had  arrived  at  that  maturity  which 
admitted  of  concludve  determinations  on 
leading   points,    the    commissioners    ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the*  United  Stated 
on  every  occasion  where  those  appointed 
by  his  Majest}'  and  the  fifth  commMsioner 
were  ready  to  give  an  opinion  and  corae 
to  a  vote. different  from  theirs,  or  rather  (as 
they  expressed  it); « inconsntent  with  the 
interests  of  the  United  States/  withdrew 
from  the  board,  and  at  length  refused  to 
give  their  attendance  upon  any  occasion, 
except  on    condition  that  the  opinions 
prescribed  by  them  on  the  points  in  ques- 
tion should  be  the  rule,  and'  thus  the  pro-^ 
ceedingsof  this  board  came  to  nothing ;  and 
the  petitioners,  thus  sorely  disappointed 
and  aggrieved,  complained,  through  the 
proper  channels,  to. his  Majesty's  govern-^ 
ment,  by  whom  tbe  extieme' hardship  '6f 
their  case,  and  the  injury  they  had  sustained; 
werefiiUy  acknowledged ;  and  the  petition- 
ers humbly  conceive,  that  what  tnus  took 
place  in  America  amounted  to  a  direct 
and  positive  breach  of  treaty  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States^  for  which  his  Ma«^ 
jesty's  government  had  a  right  to  insist  on 
ample  satisfaction,  such  as  would  have  in- 
cluded  a  full  indemnification  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's ii\jured  subjects ;  and,  although  it 
was  in  the  power  of  govemmmit  to  dis* 
pense  with    that  satisSction, .  either   in 
whole  or  in  part,  and  either  altogether  to 
sacrifice,  or  partially  to  give  ;up,  the  pri- 
vate rights  of  the    individuals,   on  such 
groiuids  of  general  policy  or  expediency, 
as  in  their'  wisdom  should    appear  to  bef 
best  for  the  interests  of  the  empire  at  large  f 
yet  the  petitioners  humbly  submit,  that 
the  general  good  ought  not,  in  justice,  to 
be  purchas^  at  their  private  eXpence; 
but  they  are  entitled  to  receive,  from  thef 
empire  at  large,  such  indemnificiition  as* 
will  place  them  on  a  footing  of  equality 
with  their  feUow  subjects;  andthaty  after 
some  •  delay,  a  negeciation  was  entered 
upon  at  London,  on  this  important  sub- 
ject, and,  if  his  -  Majesty's    government 
had  thought    it   expedient  to    insist  on 
full   satisfaction,  the  petitioners-  wouk); 
of  course,  have    been  called    upon    ior 
,  that  purpose,  to  state,  and,  in  some  sa^ 
tisfaetory  manner,  tO'  make  out.  their  re^ 
sp^ctive '  losses ;    but,  as  they  were  not 
called  upon  to  do  thi8,-it  appeared  that  hia 
Majesty's  government  thought  it  expe« 
dient,«>r  the\  general  goOdj  to<  dispense 
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with  the  fall  satbfaction  to  which  they 
were  entitled,  and  at  once  to  pot  an  end 
to  a  negociation  in  its  nature  prodoctiTe 
.of  irritation  between  the  two  nations,  by 
•accepting  of  such  a  sum  of  money  from 
•the  United  States  as  could  be  obtained 
from  them  in  an  amicable  manner ;  and 
■that  a  convention  between  his  Majesty 
,and  the  United  States  was  accordingly 
concluded  on  the  8th  pf  January  1808, 
whereby  it.  was  agreed  to,  and  concladed 
by  the  respective  .  plenipotentiaries,  that, 
in  satisfaction  and  discharge  of  the  money 
which  the  United  States  might  have  been 
liable  to  pay,  in  pursuance  of  the  provi- 
^aions  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Amity,  Commerce  and  Navigation,  the 
United  States  engaged  to  pay,  atid  his 
.Majesty  consented  to  accept,  for  the  use 
of  the  persons  described  in  the  said  sixth 
article,  the  sum  of  600,000/.  payable  in 
the  manner  therein  mentioned ;  and  that 
:the  petitioners  presented  their  protest 
.against. being  considered  as  acquiescing*  in 
.the  sum  so  accepted  by  his  Majesty's  go- 
iTerApoent  as  a  full  compensation  for  their 
claims,  and  were  thereupon  advised  that 
they  could  ,not,  with  propriety,  urge  any 
•further  claim  at  that  moment,  nor  until  the 
precise  amount  of  their  losses,  and  of  the 
compensation  td  which  they  might  have 
■been  entitled  under  the  said  sixth  article, 
•hould  be  actually  ascertained  by  the  re^^ 
.suit  of  the  inquiry  which  was  then  about 
to  be  instituted  by  government;  and  that 
a  bodtd  of  three  commilsioners  was  ac* 
.cordtngly  established,  first  in  the  year 
1802, by  a  provisional  authority,  with  a 
-view  to  a  commission  from  his  Majesty, 
,and  afterwards  by  the  act  of  parliament 
-before-mentioned,  which  created.a special 
jurisdiction  for  investigating  and  finally 
.deciding  on  the  amount  of  losses  sustained 
by. the  persons  described  in  the  said  sixth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1794,  and  for  the 
.apportionment  or  distribution  of  the  money 
^agreed  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States 
according  to  the  decisions  to  be  so  given 
-on  the  merits  of  the  respective  claims ;  and 
•that,  by  the  said  act,  after,  reciting  the. con- 
vention, and  that  "  it  was  expedient  that 
»ceft|missioners  should  be  appointed  for  the 
apportioning,  dividing  or  distributing 
<mich  sum  of  money  aipongst  the  several 
persons  who  should  by  such  commissiopers 
'be  found  entitled  to  receive  compensation 
.out  of  the  same,  in  proportion  to  their  se- 
'Veral  and  respective  claims,  so  far  as  ti^e 
Jiame  should  by  such  commissioners  be  ap- 
proved or  adjudged  to  be  good:   itiW^a 
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enacted,  that  Thomas  Macdonald,  esq., 
Henry  Pye  Rich,  esq.,  and  John  Guille* 
mard,  esq.'  should  be;  and",  they ,  were 
thereby,  constituted  and  appointed  com- 
missioners for  the  purposes  aforesaid;  and 
that  the  adjudication  of  such  commissioners* 
or  any  two  of  them,  as  to  all  claims  made 
for  compenai^on  out  of  such  money,  and 
also  as  to  the  apportionment  and  distribu- 
tion thereof  as  aforesaid,  should  be  final 
and  conclusive ;"  the  time  of  presenting 
claims  being  limited  to  the  1st  of  June 
1804;  and  that  claims  having  been  pre- 
ferred under  this  act  to  the  amount, 
including  interest  to.  the  1st  of  June 
1804,  of  5,408,76a/.  Of .  Od.  sterling,  and 
adjudications  or  decisions  having  from 
time  to  time  been  made  either  for,  or 
against  claimants,  the  conclusi<m  of  the 
whole,  so  far  as  regarded  the  determina- 
tion on  the  merits  of  the  claims,  was,  that 
claims  were  established  to  the  full  satisfac^ 
tion  of  the  commissioners,  and  finally  ad- 
judged good  and  allowed  by  them,  to  the 
amount  of  1,420,000/.  which  was  an- 
nounced in' a  general  order  of  the  commis- 
sioners, dated  the  2ath  of  May  1811,  eta- 
ting  that  I  ,,420,000/.  of  the  claims  pre- 
ferred to  them  under  the  act,  had.  been 
adjudged  by  them  to  be  good,  in  propor- 
tion; to  which  sum  they,  were  ready  to 
divide  what  remained,  (after  deducting  the 
payments  already  made  of  659,493/.  being 
the  amount  with  interest  of  the  divisible 
fund) ;  and  that  the  petitioners,  without 
referring/ to  the  great  expence,  loss  and 
inconvenience  which  they ,  have,  during 
the  course  of  so  many  years^  sustained, 
t^umbly  submit  to  the  House  that  they  are 
entitled,  according  to  the  several  adjudica^ 
tions  in  their  favour,  to.  receive  respec- 
tively from  parliament,  to  the  amount  of 
the  difierence  between  the  above  sum  of 
1,420,000/.  the  amount  of  their  adjudged 
claims,  and  the  said  sum  of  659,493/!. 
which  the  said  commissioners  have  eo  dii- 
tributed,  together  with  interest  upon  the 
amount  of  their  several  adjnuicationa 
from  the  said  1st  of  June  1804,  being  the 
time  to  .  which  i  the  claims  ^before  the  com- 
missioners wer^  made  up ;  and  praying 
the  House  will.be  pleased^  to  takie  .their 
lipase  into  its  serious  consideration,  and 
grant  them  such  relief  as  ^o  the  justice  and 
wisdpm  of  the  Hojose  shall  appear  eqai- 
table  and  proper.'* 
.   Ordered,  to  lie  yponthe  t^le. 

i)^Tiu.BRT   Bill.]     Mr.^   Lu9huigkm 
broqght  up .  tbo  Report  of  ihn  Qietiilirry 
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aKi«    tkk  dM  fiMtioih  that  tin  Report  bt 
now  agreed  to, 

dk  J9kn  NIttipon  nid,  dial  he  regrettod 
nM  liafing  at  an  earlier  period  called  the 
attamieii  of  the  Hoaae  to  this  aohject : 
iie^id  iM  mean  now  to  diacaas  the  ques* 
tian  at  large,  of  the  policy  of  aiNpetidinff 
the  diatillaiiaa  from  grain,  at  he  mipposed 
that  those  officera  whose  duty  it  was  to 
advise  the  crown,  were  belter  informed 
than  he  eoald  powibfy  be  raspeding  the 
ftaoessity  or  expediency  of  soch  a  mea* 
mam.    He  antreated  the  Heose  to  weigh 
w«il  the  nalare  of  a  tntaaure  which  went 
to  prohibit  the  iniercovrse  between  the 
two  isiaoda  forming  the  United  Kingdoms ; 
ud  he  referred  to  the  6th  article  of  the 
act  of  Union,  by  which  it  was  declared 
that  no  bonnty  err  prohibition  shoaM  exivt 
between  the  two  kingdomi.    If,  howerer, 
it  Waa  neoeawry  ^at'thia  Sfrticie  should 
be  atteved,  it  ahould  at  leaiit  he  dmie  with 
ali  the  aMtare  dehberation  of  l^isktti^ 
intarftronce ;  but  he  thonght  the  prioci* 
pio  otts  replete  with  danger  to  the  inle- 
rmta  of  IreJandi  becaaae  it  was  capable 
e!f  being  eaciended  beyond  the  present 
oecasion,  and  tberei^M*e  it  should  be  the 
aaorf  oaationsiy  adopted.    If,  f>r  exam- 
ple, (and  he  was  aware  that  what  he  was 
ahoat  to  state  was  an  extreme  case),  it 
iknM  be  judged  expedient  to  suppress 
fcr  a  tiaae  the  linen  manufactory  in  Great 
Mtain>  then,  proeeeding  upon  a  principle 
iimilar  to  the  one  now  about  to  he  adopt- 
ed, M  importation  of  linen  from  Ireland 
wooM  be  prohibited*    He  lamented  that 
tho  general  inuresls  of  Ireland  were  so 
Mglcoted  in  that  House ;  it  exemplified 
the  old  proforb,  that  the  weakest  most  go 
to  the  watt    It  behoYed  the  House,  then, 
•a  goard  against  such  mneonceptions,  and 
10  roeolleet,  that  of  658  legisMors,  there 
#era  bat  100  for  Ireland.    He  knew  and 
vaspoctod  and  vahied,  a  large  portion  of 
thoae  $99  members,  who  represented  the 
arther  putioni  of  tbe  United  Kingdom,  but 
it  W>as  nafllral  that  they  should  hare  pre- 
jldioca  in  laTOur  of  the  interests  of  that 
part  which  they  belonged  to;  and  that 
liipreBiion  was  infinitely  atronger  out  of 
daoNf.     It  was  mgular  that  the  distil- 
leries lihovhi  hare  been  a  subject  of  ani- 
jIMdforsion  er«>er  ahice  the  Union,  at  which 
tkaa  it  was  allaged,  that  the  benefits  re- 
salting  from  the  produce  of  the  Irish  dis- 
tilleries finding  their  war  here,  consti- 
tuted one  branch  of  the  ad?antages  which 
#ana  to  he  derived  la  Ireland  from  that 
It  app«af«l»  m  evttmnalion, 
4 
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that  the  schedule  and  the  eiactment  wese 
atvmriance;  and  in  1B06  the  difficulty 
was  M%,  when  the  Scotch  distillers  carried 
their  spirita  to  the  Irish  ararket.  This  waa 
contrary  to  tbe  act,  bnt  it  agreed  with  the 
schedule  ;  and  a  committee  was  appoint- 
ed to  examine  into  tbe  matter,  and  apply 
a  remedy,  while,  in  the  interim,  a  suspen- 
sion of  intercourse  was  enacted  ibr  six 
weeks.  A  dissolation,  however,  took 
place,  the  cemmlttee  broke  up,  and  the 
matter  was  neglected.  Tbe  firat  act  of 
the  ensning  teaaton  was  to  continne  the 
saspenaion  for  one  Year;  from  that  time 
there  had  been  farther  continuances,  and 
it  was  now  proposed  that  the  exportation 
of  spirita  from  Ireland  should  be  prohi- 
bited, not  Ibr  the  purpose  of  inquir^,  bat 
to  continue  so  kmg  as  the  prohibition  of 
distillation  from  grain  coniinoed  here. 
He  felt  himself  bomid  to  make  these  oh- 
aervatians,  from  a  firnt  conViction  that  hO 
was  doing  his  doty,  and  he  warned  the 
House  of  the  consequences  whkb  musf 
ensue*  if  this  asatter  remained  unexplain- 
ed, and  if  the  practice  continued  to  go  on 
without  the  adoption  of  any  remedy.  He 
would  sit  down  with  obeenringf  thtft 
among  the  few  advantages  which  Ireland* 
was  promised  from  the  Union,  was  this 
of  her  distitleries,  and  it  ceruiniy  waa 
not  just  that  her  hopea  ahonld  be  frna- 
trated  by  kgidotive  interpoaition ;  nM 
whan  he  said  that  this  advantage  was  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  act  of  Union,  hb 
had  the  authority  of  a  notde  lord,  wbo 
stated,  over  and  over,  that  Mr.  Pitt  aaid 
that  the  advantages  vvhich  wenM  accrue 
to  Ireland  frmn  the  introduction  of  tho 
produce  of  hardisciUeries  into  Sa^land, 
would  compensate  for  any  other ^mad« 
vantage. 

The  Chmteelht  <f  4ht  Etck$qw0t  observed , 
that  before  he  ofi^red  any  remarks  on  what 
had  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  baronet,  bo 
should  wish  to  hear  any  otlmr  obaervatioaa 
that  might  be  made,  in  order  to  embrace 
the  whole  at  one  view. 
-  Mr.  SmcMr  said,  that  he  rose  for  tbe 
purpose  of  submiuing  to  the  House  a  fow 
observations  on  the  subject  of  this 
sure  in  aa  far  as.  it  afftcted  Scotland ; 
it  appeared  to  him  calculated  to  be  esa 
tialfv  injuriom  to  the  agricultural  intereeia^ 
ef  that  ooentry.  -  The  lameiftable  defici- 
ency of  the  crop,  which  had  unfonunatelj- 
pervadedlbe  greater  part  of  the  kingdom, 
was  not  tbe  only  evil  of  which  the  farmer 
had  to  eomplai»— a  considerable  propof^ 
tion  of  the  barley  snd  onCs  whiah  bad  nol 
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>  was  10  mHdi  da» 
runt  which  en* 
■t  the  tiine  of  thm  htnreft,  as  ^ 
he  aJmoit,  if  doI  akoftthtr,  unfit  fm  wmf 
aifer  poffMe  than  thai  of  distilhitiaa ; 
•a  thai  if  Una  meatate  of  tobatitatiM 
Mgtr  for  jtaii  in  the  ditttRerita,  ihoolc 
■eat  wilh  Iba  miction  of  tha  Hooaa,  tha 
gfwtarpart  of  the  cropwonld  ramain  al- 
tpgethaf  onaleahlo  on  the  hands  of  the 
pwmat,  or  would  necessarily  be  duposad 
«  St  a  price,  below  erea  its  comparative 
isiaew     Im  addition  to  thia  circnmslaoce, 
hwaa  coBspotad*  that  no  lees  than  6000 
kcad  of  cattfe  were  annually  fattened  for 
tha  BMrfcat  from  the  otttls  of  tha  grain 
vfaich  was  naad  is  the  distilleries ;    and  if 
ibis  sopplj    of  food  was   nnespectedly 
withdrawn  irom  than  (oMre  espoeially  ai 
m  nelement  a  period  of  the  soasen)  a 
emHdarable  mmbor  ofthese  caltia  nrasl  be 
Wsught  to  m«rkM  hefbrethey  ware  snflici* 
tatly  iitlenad  for  the  censomptton  of  the 
psUie;  orat  kaseift  will  be  foond  very  diffi* 
tiiti  if  not  inaposaible,  to  procnre  snmciem 
pittafe  for  iSkekt  sabsislenco,  by  either  of 
vUch  aHeraativos  the  owner  must  he  sarib 
•9Af  afected.-— 5ach  was  the  anode  in 
which  lAiis  naeasara  waqld  be  tnjarioua  to 
■oit  ef  the  farmeta  in  Scotland,  one  ofthe 
■sitaaebl,  patriotic,  andindostrioos  classes 
sf  dw com—unity.    It  already  reqoired  all 
teenergy,  all  that  economy,  and  all  that 
pshBc  spirit  for  whioh  they  had  eiwrbeen 
flOB^icoeii^  not  only  to  enable  them  tosaU 
adt  Wfthent  repining  to  the  pressure  of  the 
times,  hat  even,  by  dint  of  eyery  exertion 
ia  theif  power,  to  find  the  means  of  satis- 
ifm%  the  exorbitant  demands  of  tb^  tmi^ 
gtmrer.     Sach  a  MMOsore  as  the  present 
ciniM  not  foii  at  this  moment  to  be  peeatf- 
iHy  diseoaragtng  f  and,  if  peraevered  in* 
woold  not    only    materially   affisct   the 
haded  Interesr  of  Soo^and  as  woH  as  the 
4Mer^  by  occasioning  a  conaiderable 
&il  in  the  rents,  hot  would  also  be  erentwh 
*%  mjurioQs  to  the  poblie,  Irom  the  great 
Aaiiotion  in  the  Pioperty  Tax  which 
wsold^  necessarily  ensue,  if  the  income  of 
^  landlovd  and  tenant  in  Scotland  were 
|o  be  curtailed,  by  so  considerably  lower* 
ing  the  value  of  the  prodace  of  the  coun- 
fry.    Well  might  the  farmers,  complain, 
%  when  the  inclemency  of  tha  season  had 
^Itgrired  them  of  the  one  half  of  their 
oopi  the  legtsYatore,  instead  of  adopting 
ttymeasore  for  their  relief,  paesed  an  act 
^pirliament,  by  which  the  greater  part 
tfiba-remaining;ha1f  wasrendered  nnsale^ 
tftl^   The  hen.  gentleman  coneludad  by 
(VOL  XXI.) 


s«yinf»  thai  the  BB)  appearad  ^ry  ob}ee- 
tmable  to  hhn  m  many  Ather  respectv, 
bat  that  he  shooM  not  treabte  the  Honse 
for  Iba  praaent,  with  any  forther  ohserva* 
ttonaanthesahjact 

Sir  €h»ge  Ckfk0  paaposad  to  introduce 
a  ehuMo  intathe  Bin,  which  should  hare 
for  its  object  to  prevent  the  Soglisb  dis- 
tillers front  defilading  the  revenue,  by 
compelling  them,  under  a  penalty  of 
lOCi  to  let  their  spirits  run  imm«diately 
from  the  still  into  a  cask  or  vessel  capable 
of  holding  as  much  spirit  as  conld  be  dia> 
tilled  from  a  given  q[namity  of  sugar  wash. 
Prwlooily,  howevar,  to  proposing  thia 
clanse,  the  hon.  baronet  entiered  into  acme 
adnma  paftleulars,  shewing  that  ^  de*- 
datatfionofanenhientdistllfer  before  the 
committee,  that  freaa  a  hundred  gallons 
of  sugar  wash  oofly  twenty  one  gallons  of 
spirit  cenM  be  dlstiltod,  was  erroneous, 
sind'thathe  believed  if^  gallons  of  sugar 
wash  would  produce  94  gallons  ef  spirit; 
if  so>  the  dutiea  charged  upon  the  sugar 
wash  wera  evaded  to  a  certain  degree,  and 
the  English  distiller  paid  a  doty  (suppos«- 
hsff  him  to  c%tain  94  gallona  of  spirit  from 
iOOgaUonsof  suaarwaah)  of  only  Oi.  \0d.  \ 
whifo  the  Scotch  distiller  paid  oile  of  Is. 
lOd,  |»  He  proposed,  therefore,  that  ^e 
7th  sec^.  ofthe  S9th  Geo;  9  should  be  so 
amended  at  to  place  the  dlstHlers  of  Bng^ 
land  and  Scotland  upon  the  same  footings 

The  SptMikti'  informed' tike  hon.  baronet 
that  his  amendment  and  clause  would  be 
mere  properly  discusied  at  a  future  stage, 
ofthe  bill. 

The  ChanceR&r  qftke  Exehequer  observed, 
that  the  proposition  of  the  hon.  baronet 
wonld  have  been  more  regular  at  anothret 
stage,  but  as  the  House  was  acquainted 
wi&  his  arguments,  he  wouhl'taiee  notice 
of  them  no^^.  The  ouestlon^  towbii^h  he 
alluded  had  beenasubjeeteflong'andde« 
liberate  consideration,  and^  though  there 
was  something  very  deserriiig  of  atten- 
tion in  what  had'  mllen  from  the  hon. 
baronet,  though'  he  concnrred  with  him 
in  thinlHng  that  itnprould  be  extremely^  de- 
sirable to  have  the  duty  simplified;  he 
thought  it  unwise  to  embarrasa  a  tempos 
rary  system  without  full  and  deHiet^t^ 
consideriiti<^n;  and  with  respect  to  whit 
had  follen  from  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Sinclair),  he  could  assure  him  that  he  had 
received  more  applications  ftftm  Scotland 
for  the  adoption  of  ttiir  measure,  than 
fr>om  any  other  part  of  the  united  kinj^ 
dom.  He  folt  ind^ited  to  the  right  hoif. 
baronet  (thr  J.  Newport)  for  the  mamiet 

(U) 
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hich  he  had  propotfed  his  objections. 


in 

which  did  not  go  to  obatrutt  the  present 
meatare,  but  to  establish  a  lew  iniorioos 
system.     He  hoped,  however,  that  his  ap- 
prehensions were  unfounded;    whaterer 
inaccuracy  there  had  been  in  framing  the 
act  of  Union,  was  a  drawback  on  iu  adVan-* 
tages,  and  so  much  had  this  been  felt,  that 
the  original  application  proceeded  from 
the  inconvenience  felt  b^  Scotland  import- 
ing into  Ireland.    It  did  not  originate  in 
the  deaire  of  England*  but  in  the  desire  of 
the  united  kingdom,  to  remedy  an  incon- 
venience which  pressed  too  severely  on 
Ireland.     The  right  hon.  gentleman  then 
commented  on  the  extreme  case  quoted  by 
the  right  hon.  baronet,  and  confessed,  that 
be  should  have  expected  a  less  extravagant 
one.  -  He  did  not  conceive  how  it  could 
apply  in  the  present  case,  as  it  could  only 
happen  in  the  total  prohibition  of  the  use 
of  linen,  and  the  substitution  of  cotton. 
With  regard   to  the  prohibition  of  distil- 
ling from  grain,  he  confessed  that  it  would 
be  extremely  impolitic  to  extend  that  pro- 
hibition to  Ireland ;  but  while  the  English 
s  marjcet  was  prevented   from  being  sup- 
plied with  spirits  distilled  from  grain,  it 
would  not  do  to  let  it  be.  affected  by  spirit 
imported  from  a  countiy  where  grain  was 
permitted  to  be  .used  in  the  distilleries. 

Mr.  Huichuuon  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  answered  the  illi^itration 
of  his  right  hon.  friend  by  calling  it  ex- 
travagant; but  the  House  would  do  we(l 
jto  recollect  that  king  William  had  declared 
his  intention  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  de- 
stroy one  of  the  manufactures  of  Ireland : 
this,  was  recorded  as  an  historical  fact,  and 
even  if  it  did  not  exist,  he  conceived  that  it 
was  right  to  argue  upon  the  most  extrava- 
gant suppositions,  and  upon  the  broadest 
principle,  on  a  question  like  the  present. 
There  was  experience  of  what  had  been 
done,  and  it  was  nol^  many  years  since  the 
table  of  that  House  was  crowded  with  Pe- 
titions, when  it  was  proposed  to  extend  a 
»mall  part  of  the  African  trade  to  Ireland. 
.The  right  hon.  gentleman  might  smile,  but 
it  was  nevertheless  true,  that  violent  re-« 
monstrances  were  made  in  the  year  1782, 
and  particularly  by  the  city  of  Glasgow, 
against  this  advantage  being  concede  to 
Irdand.  It  was  not  a  fact  that  the  sus- 
pension took  place  in  1806  to  goard  against 
the  Scotch  distillers — it  was  to  beneSt  the 
English  revenue-^it  was  because  the 
Scotch  distillers  expprted  their  spirits  to 
Ireland,  and  not  oidy  injured  the  Irish 
distillers,  but  the  English  re? eniie«    Thk 


CAaneery  CkMT  Peikum.  [f9S 

was  k  sub^t  of  vital  imp6rtaftice;*aiHl  be 
had  invariably  resisted  the  suspension  of 
the  intereotirse  between  the  two  conntrtes : 
and  though  it  might  be  acceded  to  by  the 
Irish  distillers,  under  particular  *circnm« 
stances,  yet  it  violated  the  terms  of  the 
Union,  which  was  enacted  on  the  biroad 
principle  of  free  trade,  on  eqoal  duty  or  no 
duty;    and   though  it  might  be  judged 
right  to  suspend  the  distillation  from  com 
in  England,  still  the  right  of  the  Irish  dis- 
tiller to  export  his  spirits  remained  tmim« 
paired.    If  the  principle  of  the  present 
Bill  was  recognised,  the  Cbancelbr  of  the 
Exchequer  might,  to-morrow,  ruin  every 
species  of  mhnufiicfure.    He  maintained 
that  every  attempt  had  been  made  bv 
that  House  to  deprive  Ireland  of  all  her  ad- 
vantages.   It  was  of  this  that  Ireland  com« 
plaint.    Immediately  after  the  Union,  it 
was  discovered  by  the  British  minister  thtt 
Ireland  possessed  a  great  benefit  in  the 
bounty  upon  large  stills.  Accordingly  thia 
it  was  deprived  of.     Then  the  Suspension 
Bill  was  enacted,  which,  he  repeated,  waa 
a  direct  violation  of  the  act  of  Union.    It 
was  done   under    pretence  of  relieving 
Irekmd  ?       Had    it    relieved    Ireland  I 
No.      The  present    Bill  was    one   that 
ought  not  to  be  resorted  to  without  the 
most   urgent   necessity;    and    he    con- 
cluded by  exhorting  the  minister  to  endem« 
Tour,  by  conciliating  America,  to  open 
again  a  source  from  whence  we    could 
derive  those  supplies  of  grain  which  had 
always  been    found   so    needfiil    to  this 
country. 

Sir  J.  Newport  repeated,  that  the  mea- 
sure of  suspension  in  1 806  was  not  adopted 
in  consequence  of  remonstrances  from  Ire* 
land,  but  in  consequence  of  the  danger  ap* 
prehended  to  the  English  revenue  front 
the  Scotch  distilleries. 

Mr*  Herbert  thought  the  two  countries 
should  go  hand  in  hand,  and  spok^  shortly 
in  favour  of  the  measure. 

The  Amendments  made  in  the  Commit- 
tee were  agreed  to,  the  clause  propoaed 
by  sir  6.  Gierke  was  negatived,  and  the- 
bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to* 
moiyow. 


HOUSB  OP  COMMONS. 

Tkunday,  January  23. 
.  Chancery  Clerks'.  Petition.]  A  P^ 
tition  of  eeveral  of  the  Clerks  in  the  Offioe 
of  the  Accountant  General  of  the  Higk 
Cotu-t  of  Chancery,  was  presented  and 
seed  i  reciting  an  act  of  40  Geo.  S*  to 
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proriie  MkBtiemd  Saliriti  to  the  prttent 
derks  in  the  office  of  the  Aoeomiteiit  Ge* 
iierel  of  the  high  Court  of  Cbiocery,  and 
to  profide  additieoal  clerks  fbr  the  said 
«ffice-with  sahurles,  and  to  male  other 
pajmenu  in  respect  of  the  said  office ; 
aad  setting  4bnh, ''  That  certain  provision 
wat  UieM%F  made  ftir  the  petitioners  and 
their  successors,  clerks  in  the  said  office, 
hy  way  of  increase  to  their  salaries  dur- 
ing fo  k>ng  as  they  shoold  oontkroe  as 
derks  in  the  said  'offiee  ;  and  that  since 
the  jpassinff-  of  the  said  act  the  business 
^ef  the  said  accennlant  general's  office  is 
Ipently  increased  and  is  annoally  increas- 
ing; and  that  owing  to  the  great  increase 
in  the  necessary  expences  of  living,  the 
incomes  pn>videa  by  the  said  act  fbr  the 
petitbners  are  greatly  reduced  in  Talue, 
aod  the  petitioners  have  not  the  means 
of  ankkig  anv  pfovisioo  for  their  faroiKes 
thereout;  and  tfiey  tespectlully  submit, 
that  after  a  hmg  series  of  years  spent  in 
the  service  ef  the  suitors  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  and  consklering  the  care,  di- 
ligence, and  anxious  application  which 
the  duties^  the  said  office  impose  upon 
tile  petitioners,  it  is  not  unreasonable  fbr 
them  to  ezpeet  that  rach  provbion  ought 
to  be  made  fbr  them ;  and  that  the  legis- 
Istare  hath^  in  rarious  instances,  in  the 
cases  of  persons  employed  in  the  public 
service,  nnde  provision  for  them  after  a 
certain  stated  length  of  service,  to  enable 
them  to  retire  fi^m  their  offices  with  a 
decent  provision  in  their  old  age  :  and 
that  it  is  highly  expedient,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  the  suitors  of  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, that  the  clerics  in  the  accountant 
genmFs  office  should  be  active  and 
d&^nt  for  all  the  purposes  of  a  business 
^  so  complicated  a  nature ;  and  (ge- 
nerally n>eaking)  a  person  in  advanced 
yettrs  ana  dedinii^  health  is  not  equal 
to  the  constant  attention  and  exertion  re- 
qnisite  to  do  the  hunness  of  that  office ; 
and  prayiii|:,  that  leave  may  be  given  to 
hrinff  in  a  InD,  authorising  the  high  Court 
of  Chancery,  ;out  of  the  m^ks  standing 
in  the  accountant  genepal's  name,  which 
have  been  placed  out  tor  the  benefit  and 
better  security  of  the  suitors  of  the  said 
Court,  and  of  the  interest  arising  there- 
fiNHn,  commonly  called  the  Suitors'  Fond, 
to  order  that  there  shall  be  paid  to  the 
petitioners  or  any  fiitore. clerks  in  the  said 
accountimt  general's  office,  who  shall  pe- 
tition the  said  court,  for  leave  to  retire 
book  the  said  office  after  thirty  years  ser- 
vice thtt^in,  an  annual  payment  not  ex- 


ceeding the  salary  tc  which  such  clerks 
shall  be  Imtitled  at  the  time  of  such  appli- 
cation ;  and  thaC  in  cases  of  incapacity 
tbrouffh  permanent  illness  or  infirmity, 
that  the  said  Court  of  Chancery  may  fenve 
the  power,  after  fifteen  years  service,  to 
enable  any  of  the  clerks  in  the  said  office 
to  retire  therefrom  upon  such  annual  pay« 
ment  out  of  the  said  fund  as  the  said  Court 
shall  think  fit  and  see  occasion  fbr,  not 
exceeding  the  salary  to  which  such  cleric 
shall  be  entitled  at  the  time  of  such  ap« 
plication/'— Ordered  to  be  referred  to  a 
Committee. 

MOTIOM  POa  A  LXTTBR  FROM  THX  DUKX 

OP  Cambridcb  to  tub  Commaudbr  III 
Chisp.]  Lord  Coekrtme  rose  and  said  c 
Sir,  I  would  have  ^vea  a  shorter  notice 
of  the  present  motion,  bad  I  not  ^cpected 
to  have  been  called  out  of  town  on  bosi* 
ness  of  priyate  importance.  However, 
it  is  not  too  late  to  gratify  those  who  wish 
well  to  their  country  by  making  them  to 
participate  in  the  feelings  of  one  who  has 
acted  disinterestedly  fi>r  the  public  good* 
I  allude  to  his  royal  highlMss  the  duke  of 
Cambridge,  who  with  truly  patriotic  mag- 
nanimity, has  relinquished  a  lucratire 
command  which,  in  the  option  of  his 
Royal  Highness,  had  dwindled  into  an 
office  nearly  resembling  Ji  sinecure.— This, 
Siri  is  a  practical  instance  of  reform,  pro- 
ceeding from  the  source  whence  alone 
it  can  arise  without  endangering,  at  first, 
the  further  derangement  of  our  constitu- 
tion.—Besides  the  noble  precedent  thus 
established  by  his  Royal  Highness,  which 
vrill  l>e  followed  by  tbose  who  regard  the 
happiness  of  their  native  land,  the  relief 
Uctually  afforded  is  equal  to  all  ^  taxes 
levied  on  1,000  of  his  Majesty's  sublets ; 
for  if  I  am  rightly  infbrmed,  the  emolu- 
ments vrere  4,200/.  a  year,  and  the  main- 
tenance of  twenty  horses. — ^I  am  desirous 
to  abstain  from  remarkswhich  may  lead 
to  a  discussion  on  Sinecures,  or  give  those 
who  may  have  an  interest  in  concealing 
the  example  of  his  Royal  Highness  the 
slightest  pretext  to  pervert  my  meaning; 
whicli  1  beg  the  House  clearly  to  under- 
stand, is  to  place  a  Resolution  on  the 
JouriMls  expressive  of  its  opinion  of  this 
disinterested 'and  truly  noble  act  of  his 
Royal  Highness,  and  this  I  consider  to 
be  the  more  proper,  as  the  motWes  and 
even  the  relinquishment  of  the  office,  with- 
held firom  the  Gazette,  have  not  appeared  * 
in  any  official  form.  I  shall  therefore 
move,    ^'That  there  be.  laid  before  this 
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B««fe  a€«f  y  i»f  Oie  LtHer  of  hit  royal 
highamm  tbedolbt  of  CAMMdge^  teti4«r» 
iog.bk  r«tigiMUiMi  of  iho  H^bio  Ditimt, 
ajid  of  Ihe  rapt j  bj  order  of  hit  Bojral 
Uiglmowitio  CoinmaiMkr  in  CUef  to  tko 


C^IHflV* 
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Lord  Pdmerum  tobdniUcd  to  ^be  House 
wbethtr  Um  fiobio  lord  bed  mode  oat  m^ 
g^rovnd  for  bit* notioo.  He  bod  ooboii* 
tition  io  itotmg*  tboi  if  tbo  Lottort  aU 
]|id«d  10  wene  produced^  tbey  would  be 
fbend  io  contaMt  Bothing  but  o  uoHple  ror 
tigiMtioR  on  the  pmt  of  4be  doke  or  CSoat- 
bridge,  and  a  formal  acceptaneo  on  the 
part  of  the  Commander  in  Chief.  Con- 
cerringf  at  he  did,  thai  no  frouod  irat 
mtde  out,  be  thoakl  oertaml/  renet  the 
motion. 

Lord  Cochtem  taid  he  did  not  more  for 
the  paport  from  an  idea  that  Ibmy  coa* 
tained  any  tbilKg  of  ittiportaiifce^  hoi 
iliereljr  for  the  parpoee  of  grounding  a 
BetolutioD  opoti  theoi. 

The  motioii  wae  then  rejected  without 
a  diTiiioiu 

iNrftiioaEcciBtiAtTicAaCovmre.]  The 
derk>  on  the  ipotio&  of  lord  Folltetone, 
bavJAg  xead  the  Petition  of  Marj  Am 
Dig,  (tee  p.  09.) 

Lord  FoUMtaae  taid,  that  it  wat  not  be» 
caute  hit  motion  would  be  confined  to  the 
mere  cateof  the  Petitioiier»  M^athe  had  re- 
quetted  the  Petitioo  they  bad  jutt  heard 
tp  be  read,  but  in  order  to  open  to  the 
contideration  of  the  Houte  the  nature  and 
intent  of  the  abatet  to  which  he  uow  rote 
tp  call  their  attentioui  When  he  firtt 
read  the  Petitioner't  ttatemeat  of  the  dif- 
ActtUiet  and  grievout  bardthipt  to  which  the 
bad  been  ezpoeed,  he  did  not  think  that 
tbey  fltade  a  fit  cate  to  bring  before  par»- 
liament;  becaute  he  could  net  beheTe  it 
pottiUoy  that  the  lawt  of  the  country  were 
inadequate  to  the  remedy  of  ertit  to  opftuo* 
tive  and  uiyutt  When»  boweTor,  upon 
further  enquiry,  he  found  that  thert wat  ac- 
tually no  remedy  whatever,  he  Wat  iaduoad 
to  exaniat  into  the  nature,  origin,  and 
Sjeneral  hittory  of  the  Ecckdattical  Ju-» 
nadiction^  and  the  retuH  of  cbat  enquiry 
impretted  him  with  a  couTlction  of  the 
iMcettity  of  parliamentary  interpoakion 
to  reacue  the  tubject  firont  their  uncoe^ 
ttitutional  and  exorbitant  power.  It  wat 
becaote  he  thua  found  that  abuaea  eziated 
in  the  Eccleaiaaticai  Courtt^  whieh  had 
daewberenoreuiedy^  that  he  wat  Muted 
to  extend  bia  motion  beyond  the  par«icn«> 
lar  caaa  of  dM  petitkaMr;  and  teat  tha 


Houae  rfiould  thmk  4hot  ho  ^  *ot  I 
indKrttnt  rtainn  for  Ihit  oktentioa  of  i^ 
he  heggod  to  ttate  the  orifht  aad  hittorf 
of  Ecetetiaeycal  Juritdtalfoii  hi  tWt  oouo- 
try,  and  iu  tiate  at  praaant.  IntraaiOf 
the  Beoleaiattieol  Juritdiolaoa  Io  iia  onfM# 
the  noble  lord  did  oat  think  k  ncutttaiy 
to  go  higher  than  the  tinae  imawdinroly 
preceding  the  Conqueat.  At  thoA  learljT 
perfod  of  our  hiatory,  the  utcloaiaeticai 
aod  temporal  potrer  went  hand  ibhaad* 
The  bithopt  and  barOna  eat  tt  the  aaaaO 
hundfedt  and  conncik  together.  Wiltiamt 
the  conqueror,  howevur,  no  aooner  ha4 
the  power,  than  he  aapaf  ated  the  epirilaal 
and  temporal  judadictieMa  foaat  ona  wtmm 
ther.  Whether  that  ntonarch  that  acted 
foem  the  lave  of  adoptiogtitha  fotUoM  of 
bit  otro  country,  at  iaaafienad  io  the  OM 
chraniclet  of  Henry  the  firtt»  or  whethnr 
be  withed  to  get  rid  of  the  Trial  by  Jut^^ 
that  Taluabfo  remnant  of  gothic  juna^ 
prudenoe,  he  would  not  attempt  ta  da^. 
cide;  hut  curtain  it  wat,  that  the  ftrtt  di^ 
fereoco  between  the  apiritual  and  teat* 

Eral  juritdictiOB  wat  eatablithad  by  Wil* 
m  the  fint.  It  wat  he  who  laid  tko 
foundatioD  of  that  power  which  aAarwaria 
rote  to  auchenoiaioutandfoarfolmaini** 
tude  ;  and  ha  wat  confident  that  m  thoa 
ttaUng  the  ongiD  of  the  Eceleaiaalaaal 
Juriadiction  of  whieh  he  now  complanadr 
be  wat  not  enliathig  the  piapaaaaatiana  of 
the  Houte  in  tu  fouonr.  The  origin^  in 
foct,  of  thit  teparate  fiodeatatttcaTJavia*^ 
<Kction  waa  in  the  eflbri  of  a  i 
▼ader  of  thia  country  to  pntdowB  ita  1 
civil  inttitutiant.«*J[n  the  raign  tneo 
thai  of  William  the  firtt,  theae  count  ftuna 
varioot  caatet  obtained  no  great  addi« 
tienal  aupport ;  but  at  the  clergy  of  tinaa 
dayt  well  invew  how  ta  hBapcove  any  foot* 
ing  they  go4i,  it  otuat  be  tuppoaed*  though 
hiatery  did  not  mrier  it  uppannt,  that 
they  contmued  to  anaroach  and  acquira 
ttnmgth.  Thit  appeared  to  ke  iho  caaa» 
aa  even  in  the  vigenua  raign  af  Henry  Mp 
they  bad  become  ao  poiMrfol,  that  tha 
ardbbiehop  of  Caaierburv  told  the  king 
of  the  abridfremnatof  fait  peerar  of  tto» 
mtnation  to  bonefieet^  the  Fepo  haviaff 
taken  thaft  pnvilega  from  all  layman* 
Aibr  thia  period,  folbwad  the  taoableo 
whteh  banuated  the  land,  during  whaeb 
tbeclergfy  were  not  idfo,  and  eonthioed 
tyaiamatioaMy  taentraach  iqmn  the  ether 
authoritiea  oftbaatala.  InMad,  they  ao» 
var  foiled  to  take  advuartage  of  all  tran«^ 
bleaamo  thneato  piom  their  own  paiYeaei^ 
and  putb  forwaid  in  the  acqunitioti  ^ 
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1141 .  Umt  wan  m  ttrang  •• 
W  lioU  ft  «(MMil  fer  Om  p«r|pMs  of  t>lftc- 
img  iltt  •BiywM  MMlle  on  Um  ibi<Mie» 
Md  MMffjr  8«  ftAcrmJoBglMiaiefiWtiMil 
alraggk>  wiscoafMlM  tv'.rabmit  !•  Hm 

Thai  luag  wtti lorcedlt iigB  six  artiekt 
beCm  lie  eoald  aiftkt  Ims  poadt  itith  ibt 
duircli,  Uf  MM  ibC  wliicil  it  wis  <NkDeed«ii 
llurt  •  kyiuQ  brsAlniiff  Um  p«Mft  nfpiinsl 
an  «ccl«siiitii6i  sJm«M  1^  uM  by  Ibc 
faiilwp;  aad  by  aiMbtr^  thil  no  acclasi* 
ailio  «iMold  bt  aoMMble^  the  ttmpona 
Ipower.  The  frnwer  of  the  cler^^  ond 
of  iboir  courts^  citiliiiiiod  to  i&crooae 
terkig  the  rililitory  foign  of  Riohard 
1»  aod  in  thai  of  Idng  John^  had  risoo 
tm  mtttk  a  |>ilch«  that  Uio  Idng  him- 
aalf  was  IbfMd  lo  sonreadar  his  crowa 
hUo  the  hands  of  a  prtesty  and  accept  has 
a  grant  from  the  ecderaslioal  power* 
ThBs»  for  a  long  series  of  years^  he  had 
ftraeed  tbese  Coortsi  always  on  the  waloh 
Ibr  means  toiaoiease  their  aolhority.  Y^ 
oven  m  the  worst  jperiods  of  oar  history^ 
Ibey  nerer  w)no  tayoorably  received  fay 
^  legislatttre»  or  amalganiated  with  Um 
feeKBga  of  the  people.  They  were  aU 
laays  remonstrated  agamsi,  <md  many  e»- 
4ei^oiirs  were  inade  to  pel  a  restraiirt 
open  them.  The  tomporal  ooorls  oneeao* 
ingly  opposed  dieir  eacroaehmems*  and 
as  ftnroorable  drcaoislances  oooiirrad>  hi 
some  small  measure  corbod  tbeir  ambition* 
The  most  enlighlened  lawyers  smr  tbek 
ill  teodeoey,  and  tried  to  goard  againsl 
tbeatu  Lord  Coke  was  of  opittioii,  that 
they  had  encroached  on  the  temporal 
eoorta;  and  in  the  reign  of  Bdword  1» 
an  act  was  passed  isr  limiting  tbeir  powers. 
Apain,  is  the  reifM  of  Bdward  S,  and 
Btchard^,  it  w»  ibond  necessary  to  ro* 
mnia  thotti^  and  the  two  ibitioas  acts  Isr 
liMt  porpose  were  passed  into  laws :  yet 
Ibey  wtfo  always  gaiiiiog  strength  when 
vsam.or  intestine  broils  agitated  the  ooon« 
try,  and  left  tlaimaa  opt^aaity  of  presS' 
lag  forward.  Thos>iothoreigaof  Henry 
4^  they  badacqnbod  soeh  poienor»  tboi 
iho  kiing  sbkI  dargy  overpowered  the  pavi> 
Iwimsnt.  Wbca  the  fim  seeds'  of  tbe  t^ 
ismpmioa  wore  aowa  by  iho  Wsskhftma 
and  Xoliard^y  k  was  deemod  aocMteirjr  to 
pnrsae  seme,  mieasmoe  to  keop  \ 
i  ttaeif  OTei]pEiowii  powor,  aad 
tioas  onsoed*  Tttef  m^ato 
.ooitaiM  and  sometimoi  oc^ilod 
fttoe  bv  dilftt em  abaiotiew  hi  the  siito 
of  tbe  hngdoin,  aad  ae  upper  nwiiKs  eft 
^  fer  flbiiiging  ihehr  omb^rky  pt  fb* 


yomfri>teto«he  aoeonlflishaioat  of  their 
Tiows^  Thb  was  the  stale  of  tbe  cam  in 
tbe  reigna  of  Henry  7,  aad  %.  Dortm 
ibeformor^cirotinNlaaceo^oanM  whiehA 

m  lord  Bmmm  stated*  led  to  what  bappesM 
io  the  tiaae  of  Hoafy  8*  In  oonseqnsfeiic 
of  a  dlsaaie  m  tbo  eeslmiaslionl  ooarli 
and  parfaamsttt»  an  art  Wm  passed  10  maha 
Ihe  clergy  responsible  lo  Iho  tbmpOfAl 
coorts.  On  this*  tbe  deaa  of  Wtnebester 
preaohed  amrnron  in  tho  oaibedhd  cbulob 
of  St.  Paal,  in  whisfa  be  declared,  that  oil 
thorn  concmaad  in  passing  the  art  weri 
enemies  to  Ihe  cbarcb.  Not  content  wiib 
this,  he  pobbshed  a  book  en  ibe  simh 
sobject.  Them  pfooeediiws  elun^ed  par» 
Uametit,  and  Henry  S  tamng  ptsM  wilb 
themt  the  lempor^  tonrls  «l  Imt  prevailedt 
A  fcw  year*  oAar*  the  kinf  rooommottded 
an  laqoiry  into  thoabasm  existing  in  theae 
coorts,  and  this  led  lo  the  ttm  agabMt  Ibo 
non-residonce  of  the  clei|^»  The  diroroe 
of  tbe  queen,  and  other  memures  com* 
nerted  with  the  ecclesiastieal  bialory  Of 
due  celebrated  reign,  were  loo  Well  known 
to  Ibe  Heom  to  require  a  oomment*  Ser* 
log  the  earliest  progrem  of  the  tUfonna^ 
lion,  cdmaussioaeri  iiore  appohned  m 
draw  op  0  code  of  eodesiaslioal  laws  fcv 
tbo  regulation  of  them  cMnti.  Arehbisbop 
Cronaior,  Iritb  thai  aeal  which  distill 
vn^ed  all  his  efihrti  m  tbocanso  of  ro^ 
form,  amdo  an  extract  of  their  caaoni  lo 
shew  tbe  necessity  of  this  alterationi  bot^ 
notwitbitanding  all  this,  nothing  was  doni 
at  that  time'  or  sinoe.  Them  dmens,  so 
esposod,  remained  still  in  ^M^  aad 
Cranmer^s  plan  and  regaiattoi  novet 
being  sanctioned,  had  become  m  dekd 
loner*  Of  thme  regola^ns  ho  mijdtt 
hero  notice,  there  ware  in  nuasber  mt^ 
000,  and  one  of  tbom  went  to  remedy  ih^ 
fory  point  of  wfaicb  the  Fstition  com* 
pbtuied,  naaKly»  that  rotating  lo  oacom* 
umaitarions.-^in  tbe  dtb  year  of  ^oeea 
Etambotb,  tbe  oonttol  and  soporiniottd^ 
aaeo  of  tbi  ecclsMasttaai  coorts  «rero  vmted 
m  oommmioaers,  anddortagtfae  whota  of 
that  rotan  there  wae  an  inrwiaMe  and 
oai¥Crstt  ay  stem  porttied  for  resttataing 
Aeir  powoio;  bot  aU  the  aothority.cf  tbo 
qooen,  aad  aU  te  ability  of  Um  M^ 
cooft  of  commisiioaers,  seomed  to  bato 
boon  Insottotaat  to  accompllsb  tan  pmii^ 
pom.  EiHytatbemigBofiomosl,thm 
dumarcb  bad  eatorod  iaio  a  Plummy  tbm 
wwforvy  oa  tbe  sohject,  aad  caamm  for 
tboir  gofcnanoot  were  fhmied,  bat  neear 
haviflf  beoncoafitaiod>  ttioy  alairdmnmd 
toibtgmMd.   ia  iberAmoitf  AtaM»i^ 
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an  tttemp^  was  made  to  renew  the  eccle* 
MMtical  cMnmittion  ;  but,  as  before,  no* 
tiiinff>a»  <lone«  The  same  remark  ap- 
plied to  the  reign  of  William  $,  when  the 
commiisioners  wete  appointed;  but  the 
high  chorch  party  ultimately  prevailed, 
and  all  reformation  was  prevented.  No- 
tli^g  was  accomplished,  and  the  only  acts 
that  naH  been  passed  since  relative  to  the 
sdbject  were  those  of  the  ^th  Georse  2, 
and  27th  CSeorge  S.  From  this  the  Hoase 
would  see,  that  since  the  period  of  the  Re- 
Idrmation  no  progress  had  been  made  in 
unending  the  constitution  of  courts  which, 
during  tl&  whole  course  of  the  English 
history,  had  been  viewed  with  well-found- 
ed jealousy,  and  thought  worthy  the  in- 
terference of  the  legislature  to  impose  re- 
straints upon  their  accumulating  newer, 
and  to  rectify  the  abuses  in  which  they 
abounded.  Their  canons  were  still  the 
same  as  by  the  act'  of  Henry  8,  and  no 
authority  prevented  their  acting  upon  the 
oldest  and  most  tyrannical  ordinances  that 
ever  were  framed  in  times  of  the  most 
bitter  bigotry*— Turning  to  the  consider- 
ation of  these  courts,  as  now  constituted, 
though  he  was  ready  to  acknowledge, that 
many  of  those  who  presided  in  them  were 
men  of  great  legal  talent  and  ability  (some 
of  whom  he  now  saw  in  the  House),  and 
every  way  qualified  for  the  situation  they 
held ;  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  he  was  bold 
to  say,  there  were  also  many  of  no  legal 
habits  or  ability,  at  the  h^  of  courts, 
who  w€fe  utterly  incompetent  to  discharge 
their  duties.  Some  of  them  had  thmr 
doctor's  degree  conferred  on  them  for  no 
other  purpose  but  to  be  rendered  thus  eli- 
gible to  a  situation  for  which,  in  every 
other  respect,  thiey  were  entirely  unfit.—- 
The  noble  loni'then  took  a  review  of  the 
Petition  of  Mary  Ann  Diz,  and  noticed 
that  the  ecclesiastical  courts  had  only  one 
inode  of  punishment,  that  of  excommuai- 

'  cation,  which  by  the  5thof  £lizabeth„could 
be  followed  up  by  imprisonment  From 
what  he  had  stated,  he  inferred  that  a 

*  power  so  great  ought  not  to  be  entrusted 
to  such  hands.  But  there  were  many 
other  circumstances  connected  with  those 
courts  which  required  reformation.— Their 
charges,  were  exorbitant  and  intolerable, 
and  the  fees  for  contempt  and  attachment 
more  gricTous  and  burthensome  than  those 
of  the  highest  civil  court  in  the  kingdom* 
To  support  these  opinions,  he  would  quote 
the  case  of. a  woman  of  the  name  of  Ro- 
binson»  who  did  not  appear  on  bemg  cited, 
Upon  thiijbo  was  exconmiunici^»  and 
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subsequently  imprisoned  :  aAd  before  she 
could  obtain  her  release,  iHiieh  waa  after 
a  cenfinement  of  three  yvara  and  a  half, 
was  obliged  to  pay  all  costs,  amounting  to 
11/.  12Sk  AsfanKwasadver^ogibmocb  to 
excommunicalion,  perhaps  it  wonld  be  as 
well  to  tell  gentlemen,  vHk^  might  not  be 
apprized  of  its  ^consequences,  to  what  ex- 
tent it  went.  BxcomnMuncation  cut  a 
persen  off  from  all  civil  rights;  they  were 
looked  on  as  heathens  and  publicans ;  they 
eoold  succeed  to  no  inheritance,  as  they 
could  bring  no  action:  they  were  not 
competent  to  be  jurors  or  witnesses  in  a 
court  of  law :  and,  if  they  died,  they  were 
not  entitled  to  christian  burial.  Soeh 
were  the  evils  attendant  epoB  a  sentence 
of  excommunicatiQ^.  He  had  further  te 
notice  a  sinenlar,  and,  in  his  mind,  a  Tory 
reprehensible  circumstance,  conneoled 
with  the  case  of  Robinson.  The  name  of 
the  sheriff^of  Bristol  was  scratched  out  of 
her  commitQsent,  and  tkat  of  the  sheriff  of 
Gloucestershire  inserted  in  its  stead.  Thia 
was  a  vecy  dangerous,  and  apparently, iUe* 
gal  act;  and  the  poor  woman  wasthereupoa' 
imprisoned  in  Giooceakershire,  instead  of 
Bristol,  where  she  was  excoa^municated. 
-—There  were  .a  number  of  other  cases^ 
which  he  could  cite  in  proof  of  these 
grievances  and  abuses^  all  of  which  he 
vraa  prepea^  to  authenticate  at  the  bar 
of  the  House.,  Among  others,  he  would 
notice  that  of  John  Williams,  a  labouring 
man,  excommunicated  for  not  appearing 
toacita^nfor  17^.,  a  rate  imposed  for 
the  enlargement  of  the  church-yard :  aWt> 
the  case  of  a  man  of  the  name  of  Robins^ 
for  non-payment  of  tithes,. to  the  amount 
of  leas,  than  40ff.  against  whom,  therefoie, 
a  sumknary  remedy  might  have  been  had  ; 
but,  instead  of  this,  the  cause  was  carried 
into  the  ecclesiastical  court.  This  maa 
bad  put  his  cause  into  the  hands  of  a 
proctor,  who,  not  appearii^  in  courts  wee 
declared  tobecontomaceous,and  hiseliett^ 
through  him«  to  be  contumaceous ;  who 
was  thereupon  excommunicated,  and  im- 
prisoned for  months,  till  liberated,  on  pay* 
moot  of  55^  ceeu.— Another  maa,  Thomas 
Lewi«,  was  exeommunicated  for  contu- 
macy, in  not  pnttin|  in  a  written  answer- 
to  a  libel  charging  him  with  5  or  Ot.  fmr 
some  puipose  or  other.  This  man  was  a 
paoper,  and  couM  neither  wdte  himself, 
or  pay  any  one  for  writing  for  him  ^  and 
▼et  lie  waa  in  gael  fbr  three  years,  ualil 
he  was  diacharged  under  the  Lords'  AcU 
On  these  cases  he  put  it  to  the  House 
to  sayt  if  it  waa  fit  and  right  that  sucked 
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fences  shooM  be  so  pmiithed  ?  Tbe  fines 
in  these  contts  fiir  exceeded  the  fines  in 
the  high  oeort  of  chsncery,  and  the  ex- 
pences  were  not  only  large^  bat  nneertain, 
and  onceiliinty  wes  one  of  the  greatest 

.  crib  in  kur.  in  simihir  cases,  where  the 
parties  were  penished  kr  not  appewring, 
they  aauumted  in  one  instance  (Robin* 
son's)  to  I U.  12t.  and  in  another^  to  20/. ; 
and,  indeed,  the  onlv  parpose  of  these  ex* 
cofflmmiications  and  impnsonments  seem- 
ed  to  be,  th^  extortion  of  exorbitant  fees. 

.  One  pefson  for  eontewpt,  in  not  doing  pe- 
nance, was  fined  in  costs  10^  5$.    A  man 
and  his  wife,  ciled  for  the  same  ofi^nce, 
cmne  off  for  the-psyment,  the  former  of 
27iL  and  the  latter  ef  fM.     In  another 
ease,  fi>r '  de£unation,  the  costs  amoonted 
ioSOL    It. was  evident,  therefore,  that  it 
was  not  the  oorriMrtion  of  morak,  bnt  the 
payment  of  costs,  which  led  to  these/pro- 
oeedinga.    Nor  was  this  a  new  doctrine, 
for  these  were  the  old    charges  ar|pcd 
against  these  courts;  their  excommnnica^ 
lions  for  trifling  ofiences  and  commuta- 
tions of  penances.    The  latter,  indeed,  did 
Bot  now  'exist,  but  all  the  evils  of  the 
former,  as  he  had  sufficiently  shewn,  re- 
BMined  in  fall  force.    Mr.  Justice  Bktck- 
stoae,  among  others*  noticed  thahr  extraor- 
dinary bartering  of  justice,  and  had  re- 
marked that,  in  all  their  acts,  they  pro- 
ceeded.on  the  principle,  that  poTer^  was 
the  best  medicine  for  the  soul.— The  noMe 
lord  said,  it  wasneedlemito  swell  his  list  of 
cases.    He  knew  of  persons  who  had  been 
eaccomraunicated  for  not  performing  pe- 
nance, and  who  afterwards  were  mscharg- 
ed  on  paying  costs,  without  a  retrospect  to 
the  punishment  to  which  they  were  ori- 
ginally sentenced.    In  the  distant  courts, 
no  atteattoa  was  eiMn  paid  to  the  absolu- 
uon  of  souls,  nor .  did  it  seem  that  they 
were  aware  even  that  such  a  process  was 
required.    It  was  evident,  however,  that 
the  same  publicity  given  to  thecxcommo- 
tiication*  ouaht  to  be  given  to  the  absolu* 
tioB.    Thia  bis  lordship  had  no.doubt  was 
to  be.  attributed  to  the  tgnorance  of  those 
persons  as  to  what  was  ^ir  duty;  but 
atUl  the  effect  of  it  was  such  as  the  House 
was  called  on  to  check.    With  regard  to 
the  case  of  Mary  Ann  Dix,  on  which 
lie  ted  ^jrouoded  his  present  application 
to  the  House,  it  was  to  be  observed,  that 
die  waa  a  minor.  This  defect,  howeyer,  it 
mighi  be  alleged,  had  been  cured  by  her 
appearance^    That  non-appearance  was  a 
ctiaie  of  a  very  deadly  dye,  he  found,  from 
recurring  to  a  case  where  a  peprson,  for 
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not  appearing  to  a  eiMion,  had  been  eon-r 
fined  for  three  years  and  a  half.    Under 
the  civil  law,  however,  he  understood,  a 
person  who  was  a  mhior  was  not  liable  to 
be  sued,  and  was  not  even  liable  in  coats. 
So  futile  even  was  it  held  to  sue  a  minor  in 
an  ecclesiastical  court,  that  he  found  an 
instance  where  it  was  held,'that  a  person 
called  on  to  appear  for  accusmff  another 
of  cruelty  and  adultery,  coiidd  not  be 
compelled  to  appear  in  respect  of  mino* 
rity.     This  being  so,  he  could  hardly 
think  that  a  case  coidd  be  conceived  in 
which  a  minor  could  be  rendered  answer- 
able in  a  civil  law  court.    There  was  an* 
other  great  irregularity  in  this  case  Of 
Mary  Ann  Dix.    She  was  directed  to  do 
penance  generallVf  but  she  was  not  told 
in  what  respect  she  was^to  do  it ;  and  her 
mother  applied  again  and  again  to  be  in* 
formed  in  what  manner    her   daughter 
should  purge  herself;  but  Uus  information 
was  denied  her.-^Tlm  noble  lord  said  hst 
could  mention  other  cases  where  proceed* 
ings  had  been  held  in  some  of  these  infe- 
rior ecclesiastical  jurisdictions,  even  after 
Srohibttions  of  the  court  of  Khng's-Bcocb. 
lut  if  courts  coiM  so  proceed,  ought  not  a 
stop  to  be  put  to  their  acting,  and  to  dio 
grierances  thence  arisidg }     There  was  a 
particular  clam  of  cases  peculiarly  desert- 
mg  of  attention,  and  of  every  degree  of 
repreheanon  with  which  the  House  coiM 
regard  them— he  meant  defamatory  causes, 
which  were  often  brou^t  for  the  grati- 
fication of  the  worst  passions  of  the  htiman 
mind— Hnalice  and  revenge.  .  He  referred 
to  the  case  of  a  woman,  who  baring  been 
sued  for  d^sming  the  character  of  a  p^r« 
son  notorious  for  keeping  a  house  of  bni 
feme,  the  judge  of  the  court  where  the 
cause  was  brought,  on  the  narrative  thai 
he  had  to  prbvide  pro  sahOc  eatsMr,  and 
having  the  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes^ 
ordered  the  defendant  to  declare  that  she 
had  been  guilty  of  an  infamout  calumnjTf 
and  that  the  party  injured  was  restored  to 
her  fair  fame.    Yet,  by  such  decidons  as 
these,  were  persons  of  the  description  al* 
laded  to  supported.      His  lordship  was 
aware  he  had  not  done  justice  to   the 
cause  he  had  espoused;  but. even  those 
facts  which  he  had  stated,  he  presumed^ 
think,  were  sufficient  to  ground  him  in 
moving  for  the  inquiry  which  he  was  now 
about  to  propose.    At  the  time  of  the  Re- 
formation it  was  allowed  that  something 
ought  to  be  done  on  this  subject,  and  bi- 
shop Cranmer  wrote  a  book  to  that  efihct* 
NotUiDg  however  had  since  that  time  been 
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JHQ    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

iaa9p  tnd  fc»  bofdl  tlbt  Ho&it  wmU  bmt 

malir  A  hMpanhif  b^r  ameiag  to  bit  pfo^ 

atnil  Bi«<aon*    Tbe  wtaim  lora  tonelodad 

witb  iMiriiii;;,  ''  Tbtti  ft  GoamklM  be  ftp.* 

poittlid  t»ftaqmn  ialp  Ibfttlftte  •i  tbe 

jsriadklkNi  of  the  iDfertev  Beeleiifttlioftl 

Ceuiti^  ani  to  eoqttder  wbed^  ftajr  re«^ 

iMmatiQaift  Bteenftijr  to  be  mft^  Ibefekw 

and  ta  veaett  tMr  opinieii.te  tbe  Howe.*' 

TbeHU.  ^tOiMJilM^  observed,  tbftt 

tbe  HfttemeBt  of  hk  noble  ftiend  peioteil 

ORit  wumy  rftdicfti  ol^eotiont  to  Ae  state  of 

«Im  lew ,  bet  net  to  tbe  adeabiiitraiiea  of  it 

ee  practiied  in  die  ceqtt^  eree  wbicb>  a 

leetned  jerlfe,  wbeee  he  bad  noir  i&  hii 

tiew,  prended.    He  a^jfeed  the!  U  TPoebi 

bedifeireble  tbat  tbe  Uw  sbeuld  net  oe». 

tiMMeaifrMfr,  bi  many  of  tbe  fespecftaab* 

hMted  to  hy  hie  noble  friend^    &t  ttiU, 

iftoh  wai  the  lavi,  and  an  inq^j  into,  the 

pveetiedbigt  of  inCet  ior  ecoletiastical  coQMe 

wouhlMMhaee  Ibeefibetef  deing^anvay 

Ibe  eeih    Tbe  evile  coea^ned  of  !•>  a 

svee^aNfttftMftMiftftirefla  the  jeakmiyef 

wm-  cowta  of  ctMBion  \$m,  in  regaid  to-  tiie 

preoeedings  ef  tbe  eoqltaietticM  oomH 

iriweb  cempeHed  tbeiatobaee  leoeniee  to 

ecmnitenenode^  of  ffiTitof  eftettotbelv 

deciiaona,    iftb^eoclefiaatioalceQrtBbftd 

preperaaibority  t»enfort»  tbeirdeciaient, 

tbe  eueiiaee  woi^  beeaidl^  and  the  eft 

iKti  of  thehr  aentencee  wonld  be  infiftiteKi 

bMe  bttidmsonie  then  therf  fvate  now  Iblt 

tobe.    IfytfaenmoftbeSib  BHcftbetb, 

tb»  writ  '  de  eK^oaMniNiieftto  cepiendo^ 

wftatrttvetomftbleto  tbe  eeert  of  Kin^ 

Bench:  tbb  cftOfj^dftnaddklonftk  enpeaee. 

IhefaettmatheaoeHiAedtotbe  eoeleai* 

a8tiQaloeiiie,ftndlbena.iin»ftr  tbe  dell. 

eery  of  tbe  peaty  ftwetted  into  tbe  beads 

ef  tbe  eocleaiasticai  tpibeoel  wae  iasaed. 
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tteal  amhority  in  iffrrter 
aritbeat  posseedng.Ae  le^atnto  qnaiiicfr* 
tieat*.  Ilie  staliito  required  thet  ne  Gban^ 
ceihnra  or  other  eflwers  of  inftrier  joriadiei* 
ttan  abenld  be  appointed^  oalesetbey  wem 
peieeai  skiUed  in  the  cWil  lair,  and  ftlaa 
in  tbe  prectioe  ef  it.  Tbi$  eaactnen^ 
hewe«er«  was  net  only  eluded,  but  it  awe 
expressky  disobeyed.  He  bad  in  bia  eya 
aa  hoB.  and  leamad  friend  df  his,  wan 
fiUed  tbe  priaeipal  jodieiel  siloatioa  in  onr 
lapreaae  eedenastioal  eoart  (sir  Willieae 
Scetl)}  and  be  <;eipldoely  sm,thatifeU 
tbe  eoclesiaftkai  jariediotiens  in  tbe  kiaf^ 

sJ^Mdd 


mitis  titoanaiety  which  the  ceartaef 
aea  lew  Mtfiiv  the  liberty  of  the  subject^ 
a»  Ibr  as*  tbe  eeeftesiesttcal  oearte  wese  con- 
eeroed,  eabeacsd  the  lattsr  of  oosts,  end 
ffoduoed  an  evil  yery  inedeaaatoto  tbe 
erigtnftl'  oAaee.  It  appeened  to  bknto 
be  desbPftble  Aat  thisi  lawv  as  it  new 
stood,  should  be  reviewed,  ftnd  else  that 
ae^pevton  should  hare  any  sort  of  eeeia^ 
siestioal  authority  coBunilted'  to  him,  who 
ants  net  ibllv>  oonveivaiil  in  ecclesiaetical 
ayrtew.  Hhe  appeiatiaent  ef  a  Osbh 
aSttee,  howeveff,  oeoU  net  give  relief  in 
any  one  of  the  points  tio  wbwh  hie  neUe 
friend  had  alluded.— -Thevewa^  one  sa^ 
lict  to  whioh  his  noble  frieadbadreibrred 
wbieb  he  eenlMsed  seeeied  to  bkn^tobeof 
iwary  great  iaapoftanoe;  namely,  that  pev> 
iunewene  eppotntad  toeiiei«iM^eaeleaiee» 


eqaalhi  alteadad  to^  we 

bear  ef  ao  cpmpleiale  sadi  aa  those  nose 
slaAed  to  the  House  by  the  aobAe  lord. 
The  efamae  in  tha  statuto  nreuided.  Thai 
ao  parson  shoald  be  ^aalined  fer  any  ee< 
ehsiasti^ial  efice  of  a  jadseiafc  nalase,  m^ 
lose  he  aar#  26  yearn  ef  age,  skilled  in  tb^ 
Cffi&aadcanan  laan^Andpraeiised  iaitbeau 
Tbia  act  passed  in  the  year  liOft.  la  tfad 
yeav  >a  Id,  a  petition  was  pseaantodte*  tbe 
Archbiabop,  ceiajiieiaing-  of  tbe  eapeiau 
■wnl;  ef  ft  son  of  the^tben  biebsjp.  ef  ieadtf 
tooneof  these  iaferies  jurisdietians»  witheaft 
Ub  being  duly  quelifted  aocoadinf  tethraio} 
anden  this  vepMeentation  the  paisen  ob» 
jectaitowaaveamad.  latfae^yeat  tttd> 
a  similar  nepceaentaitiea  wes  madb  aa  to 
tbe  sen  of  tbe  bbbop  of  Heref»sd,  who 
wu  reomved  in  like  mamier.    An  q»pK» 

eeaHnen  law,  to  lanisvs  a  person  ef  dM 
neaie  of  Sutton,  wbiqh  wae  refused.  Bat 
in  tbe  reign  ef  king  WiUiam,  on  an  ap* 
pUaetkeaaaMletoseatoveapersea  of  tbe 
name  of  Jones,  ftmn  one  of  the  ipiuriae 
ecelesiastieal  joviadfetiens,  on  tbe  ground 
of  bis  not  beia^duly^  qualified,  bewtoac* 
oevdinghr  removed,  k  was  obvious,  there* 
fare,  dMbtbe  bar  wae  at  one  tiase  strictly 
acted  upi  to  and  enfoaeedv  end  that  it  wes 
not  deemed  enoagh  that  persoas  afkpeiaM 
shonU  have  pracdaadv  bat  that  they 
sbeiM  also  be  skilled  in  4e  cieii  and 
cenonlcDW.  It  bad'  new»  howssrer,  beceaae 
tee  much  tiw' practice  Ibrtbeseadiabad 
tbe  i^atent  ri|^  to  suoh  appointments  t^ 
imagioe  that  tbeywen  ontitM  to  ap» 
ponie  their  own  sone  or  other  relatien^ 
wMeut  at  ali  regarding  theb*  qeelificai 
tiona.  Thit  weea  mattev  eigraH  iinpopti 
anoe,.  and  deserviaff  of  betay  striiot^ 
leoked  lato^  ftn  vdiatevev  the  iaw^was^ 
if  it  was  no*  didy  admiaiatered,1eaqii  of 
littla  measeal  A€emmlttee»  ha  washed 
opiaiea^  eerid  apt  iand  t^  remedy  iMa 
evIL 
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Mt.  Omifill  mad,  tbat  he  bad  made 
Mine  inquiry  into  titit  bnaineM,  and  an« 
dentood  the  aorrogates  had  minutely  m* 
▼eatiMMd  the  conduct  of  the  canae,  and 
ted  declared  that  all  the  preceedtnga  were 
ragnlar;  and  that  a«  to  the  priaoner  being 
^anriaoryimn  the  contomacy  shewn  by 
not  appearing  to  the  citation^  it  was  im- 
pesaibie'the  court  could  know  any  tbinff 
of  it  If  she  had  appeared  and  pleaded 
lier  miBority,  the  court  could  then  have 
detefmined  on  it ;  but  as  the  matterstood» 
they  kttew  nolhingftbout  it. 

8iit  fmkm  8coa  aald»  he  could  hardly 
beHere,  that  the  noble    lord  who  had 
favenght  forward  the  plresent  question^  was 
hiaaelf  aware  of  the  nature  and  efiect  of 
tlM  motion  he  had  sutNnitled  to  the  Heose. 
He  tmated^   howe?er,    that    the   House 
wwdd^paaae  before  it  agreed  to  go  into 
aai  inoairT  such  as  that  proposed  by  the 
nobla>KM.    Let  the  House  connder  what 
iiif||ht  be  the  consequences  to  others  of 
tbetr. agreeing  to  such  an  inquiry;^  let 
tbem  consider  the  number  of  persons  who 
nmstibe  brought  up  from  diflferent  parte  of 
the  cooMry  to  be  examined  before  the 
Committee,  at  an  ezpence  which  their 
petty. emohiments  woiild  but  ill  enable 
tlMm  to  discfaarge ;  and  he  waa  satisfied 
they  woold  require  farther  proof  of  the 
neeeasity^and  also  of  the  utility  of  such 
a  Gemmittee  before  they  concurred  in 
the  motion  of  the  noble  lord  for  the  ap- 
pomtment  of  it     The  House,  howerer, 
mast  also  feel  itself  called  on  in  justice  to 
oonsidkr  that  this  was  a  principle  winch 
attached  to  every  court,  high  and  low, 
namely,  that  every  court,  however,  infe- 
rior its  jurisdiction,  might  be,  was  entitled 
to  be.hdd  in  a  decent  state  of  respect,  till 
It  waa  proved  to  have  done  something  to 
forfeit  its  character.    When  this  should 
'  be  proved,  it  would  be  time  enough  to 
hoM  oQt  such  jurisdiction  to  poblicodium ; 
bat  till  then  he  could  net  agree  to  any 
aoch  measure  as  that  propped  by  the 
noUe  lord.— He    should  not  follow  the 
aeble  lord  into  those  legenda  of  antiquity 
to  wlneh  he  had  had  recourse.    Many  of- 
tho  caaea  figived  by  the  noble  lord,  now 
BO'leugar  existed;  and  the  expences  of 
the  proeeedings  in  ecclesiastical  courts 
were  notauch  as  he  aupposed*^    The  poiate 
which  ecclesiastical  courts  were  called  on 
to  decide,  liowever,  were  notso  liouted  as 
tbe  noble  lord  suppooed^    It  waa  their 
doty  to  decide  on  the  matrimonial  and 
iratamantaiy  law;  on  t3rthes,aBulenmany 
ether  of  aba  civil  righta  of  mankind,    m 
(VOL.  XXI.) 
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should  not  say  that  soch  juriadictieo  ought 
to  be  oooforred  on  the  coasistonal  couru  ; 
but  of  ^ia  he  was  certain,  that  for  cen- 
turies they  had  enjoyed  such  a  juritdio* 
tion  ;*and  that  thia  beipg  the  case,  that 
House  would  not  wish,  without  mature  de^ 
liberation,  to  interfl?re  with,  far  leas  to 
overturn  them.    Our  lawa,  aaade  in  bar* 
barous  times^  and  founded  on  feudal  prin- 
ciples, had  been  improved  asvre  advanced 
in  civtliaatiDn.    So  also  had  our  ecelesi* 
astical  law  been  improved,  and  under  the 
guidance  of  our  courta^of  common  law 
had  approximated  to  the  changes  in  the 
situation'  of  the  country.     It  was  said, 
however,  that  our  iofimor  ecclesiastical 
jurisdictions    had    acted    improperly    in 
many  respects,'  and  for  thoae  improper 
acts  they  were  noi;,  on  the  complaint  of 
the  noble  lord,  called  on  to  bold  up  their 
hand  before  the  bar  of  the  coontry««-The  ^ 
noble  lord  had' evidently  been  assisted  in 
drawing  up  the  cases  which  he  had  aub* 
mitted  to  the  Heoae,-and  he  was  sorry  to 
say  that  the  information  that  he  appeared 
to  have  received,  waa  extremely  detective. 
Out  of  the  multitude  of  courte  that  pos- 
sessed an  eceletiastioal  jurisdiction,  and 
from  the  whole  extent  of  ite  exercise,  th^ 
noble  lord  had  been  able  to  select  only  seven 
instances  of.  what  be  x^tlled  abuse  or  op- 
pression.   He  /had  also  greatly  erred  in 
terming  thoae  causes ;  they  were  in  point 
of  ^ct  merely  suits,  the  ordinary  and  re^ 
gular  process  appmnted  for  all  those  who 
clainum  legal  redress  for  an  illegal  wrong. 
The  exchequer  court,  no  more  than  the  ec- 
clesiastical comrts^  could  get  rid  of  the  doty 
of  granting'this  process,  or  shut  their  doors 
against  any  individual  who  sought- his  re- 
medy in  the  umaf  forms*    Two  of  the 
cases  adduced  by  the  noble  mover  re- 
spected chmrch  rates,  but  the  obligadon 
waatbesameonthenifasectin^is  point, 
as  in  the  ^  instance  of  poor-rates.     It  was 
equally  a  just  and  le^l  debt  in  both  cases. 
Uin  issuing  a  citauon,  the  person  sup- 
posed to  be  the  wrong  doer,  did  not  chuse 
to  appear,  he  cerUinly  aggravated  his 
oAnce,and  if  appearing  to  the ciution, 
heahould  make  a  dishonest  defonce,  he 
again  added  to  the  causes  of  his  own  hard- 
ship and  sufiering.    As  to  the  subject  of 
defamation*  this  was,  he  felt  it  right  to 
intimate  to  the  noble  lord,  the  onbr  part 
of  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  which  be  had 
adveiled  to,  that  was  connected  withHhe 
doctrme  de  $abue.  siiisiif .    The  noble  lord, 
indeed  seemed  to    have  been  been  in- 
structed very  imperfeotly,  and  be  believed 
(X) 
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be  Wit  right  in  Mjriaff  ibm  bit  iiwtroclor 
bad  been  a  proqtot  of  ii»  great  aannanca 
or  practice,  mi  wboaa  laknta  and  m* 
qnb^mentt.  perbapg^  did  not  eiititk  bim  lo 
noie  Oian  be  oii|oyed.    Ha  entartainod 
no  doabt  of  ibt  nahle  lord'a  fair  ialenttoB« 
but  ho  cortaii^  on  tbia  oocaaioii  bad  on* 
dertaken  to  sail  ttnder  inaaspickHia  coat  of  • 
— ^Tbo  pecdtar  curcoBMUncei  of  thia  caaa 
bad  boon  aanrtod  to  beoxtromrijraoforo; 
but  waa  it  BQt  an  important  ^awudaralion, 
ndietbof  or  no  tbo  diaiacteia  and  reputa- 
tion of  women  sbooU  be  ittaultod  and  ro- 
filed  wkh  iatipBnity^  and  no  protaction  be 
afiofded  by  the  law?    CooU  Miy  man  of 
ordinary  m^iw  eaiare  that  bis  modwr# 
wife  ^*iistar,  shoiM  be  poblidy  and  in- 
.decently  baanded  wilb  torau  of  oppffo« 
briom?    It  waa  n0  sufficient  josMcatiasi 
on  any  prinoiple  of  legal  analogy,  that 
the  o&nder  happened  to  bo  a    minor. 
Minors  were    held    rasponstble  for    all 
transgressions  against  the  criminal  law. 
The^  proceedings  in  cases  of  defamation 
were  considered  sa  of  a  mixed  natnrfw  ft- 
gtfding  both  pimisbmant  and  rofwratinn. 
It  was  what  was  called    « eaans  crimi- 
aalis  ciTilitcr  tntentatns/  bat  there  waa  no 
coort  of  law.  in  the  conntry,  in  winch  tbq 
annority  of  the  wrong^doeff  wonld  be  eoik- 
sidered  as  an  excnso.    AH  the  hanUiipa 
wfakbtbe  preaont  potitiotter  conld  cam* 
pJatn  of  aroaa  merely  from  her  own  oonitn- 
mncy.    If  she  bad  appaared  to  the  cita* 
tion«  what  conld  she  busve  b*^  sentenced 
to,  except  the  performance  of  penance, 
and  the  poymaat  of  the  costs }    The  pe- 
nance, infiicted  in  such  cases,  was  by  ilo 
moans  grievoos ;  persons  were  not  asked 
to  go  into  charch  in  a  wbito  sheets  or  any 
thing  of  that  sort ;  bat  merely  to  retire 
into  the  Tostry-room,  and  in  the  presence 
of  two  or  three  of  the  frictkU  oi  the  in* 
jarod  party,  to  ask  pardoa  and  promise  to 
be  more  guarded  in  fatnre.    This  waa 
certainly  no  Tory  severe  pnatdsnient ;  apd 
as  to  the  costs,  they  wonki  not  have  c»> 
ceeded  twenty  shiikings  in  the  first  in-, 
stance*     No  punishment  could  well  be 
conceiired  lighter  for  such  an   offimce. 
The  noble  lord  would  give  him  credit  for 
•ome  experience  in  hia  profession,  and  he 
could  assure  him  that  he  had  ofWn  known 
the  peace  of  families  entirely  distorbed, 
and  husbands  parted  frpm  their  wires, 
merely  oh  acooont  af  such  eiqwessiona 
issed  by  strangers  which  the  wile  could 
notYesolve  to  briDg  before  the  regular  tri- 
bunals.   If  parties,  by  their  own  contu- 
macy, made  it  necessary  to  »ppeul  to  the 
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tansporal  courts/  tntanetion  tim  decrees  of 
the  oodesiaatical  cnorta,  tbev  akme  wota 
answerabiu  for  ilie  incraaat o  noaia  tbay 
would  be  obliged  topoy ;  and  it  was  bard 
to  charoe  the  expance  as  incidemal  la  tba 
praceedings  in  the  ^iritnal  oourts.     It 
certainly   happened   someliaaes,  that  a 
penon  might  in  aamo  degree  daaaraa  tbo 
repmacbes  thrown  out  against  him.    A 
woman  might,  at  aome  lime  fas  her  life, 
baTo  bad  an  accidtaUl  foiling;  mid  yot 
that  wottM  not  give  to  overy  pamon  a 
right  to  pursue  her  with  rspaaarbai  in  tba 
pujbiic  streets  to  the  laltat  paridd  of  bar 
tifo*    It  was  ofident  that  abo  was  sntMad 
10  nrataclioo  in  sucb  eaam  foam  the  lam> 
and  that  sontt  attdarate  Dnniehaasnt  oofM 
to  be  infUded  on  the  ofaadar.    Tba  ox* 
poncAs  of  law  procandmfs  in  att  «oufts» 
had  lately  been  much  inbsimud  hf  tba 
slampa  mid  duties  wfatcb  the  nosamUmi  of 
tbeiMto  had  mspoKd  upon  suitow;  but 
unlea  when  tbo  narty  dmsa  to  appnar  aa 
fafmi,  pmifnU,  tbo  tribunals  know  noN. 
thing  abont  the  oircmnslancen  ol  tbo  liiU 
gants»  or  their  coaaparativo  weahb  or  p»* 
verty«    The  ory  wWcb  bad  haan  raiaad 
abant  tbo  eKpenoo  of  tbo  yrmonaiings  ia 
ibe  ewes, alluded  to> aromiMm tba lengtli 
of  timo  wbscb  the  prooaadisigi  laated,  oa 
account  of  the  camnmaey  of  tha  pattioa 
who  afterwards  'onmplaiiiad,  and  m  ■»• 
cesaity  of  appealing    to   tbn  temporal 
courts,  to  enforce  tbownlanuoof  tboapi* 
ritual  couiifcs.«-*When  them  circamstanrat 
were  duly  oonsaierod*  bo  trusted,  than 
the  Hoase  would  not  foel  uadignatiD*  eueo 
at  folding  that  paryeasometimm  wore  pnft 
to  conatderabk  expsoacsr  fvom  persisting  m 
their  original  iojiaitice*    He  wonkl  alloWy 
that  the  ox|Knce  of  tbo  law,  in  mai^ 
cases,  preaaed  with  .peculiar  bardsb^>  cm 
the  poor;  but  alift  he  foarec^  that  thia  cia* 
carasianco  waa  ioa^arablo  foom  tbo  conn 
dition  o£  busaon  aaciety.    At  all  ocrtnta* 
the  law  must. bo  maintained;  the  com* 
stitnted  trtbnnak  nmat  enforce  'adbmisaiaw 
lo.thmr  sentences ;  and  persons  who  vera 
cited  to  appear  before  tbom»  must  be  oami* 
polled  to  obey  the  sumnmns.    CaafcinH 
plating  the  case  in  all  its  taimns  baariny, 
ho  would  ttk,  wbcae  was  the  wocemity 
which  called  on  tba  Houae  to  saddle  al* 
mtf  with  mn  inquiry  so  extensile,  oo  «seleas» 
and.  so    inconvenient  to  the  indiriduala 
ooneanmd  ^    He  did.  not  pretend  to  say, 
that  the  eonstitutioa  of  these  cou^  migM 
not  be  impfoued*:  in  his  opinion,  a^diml* 
nutien  of  thair'number  would:  ho  of  i 
but  it  was  not  a  question 
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€o«M  be  dianMMcl  HI  prtMol.  j^  «o  tbe 
IMntknikr  pooiiiiaitBt  by  cjw— imiMiicit*- 
tioii,  he  wtmlA  with  tome  Mber  were  «ib- 
•liMad  in  lie  place  ;  and  1m  beliered  ikat 
mm  ibe  general  nufa  ef  iboee  who  pi«c» 
[  ID  uie  eccleiiaitkal  coorti.  It  ap- 
I  to  hkd  to  be  quite  an  abase  of  a 
•eHflfow-eerenieav,  aad  that  it  woifkl  not 
be  dificvk  to  find  out  a  lobttttirte  for  it 
whieh  woald  be  wire  eAcaekm,  lets  ex- 
tiW^  leiiOpfreMive»  and  lett  unteemly* 
1  to  fain,  epm  the  wfaole>  tfaii 
■i  been  Btade  o«t  te^^  for  m 
leo^iryi  and  he  nfeiifeiiod, 
eiua  the  teili^  ci  the  oable  lord  bad 
i  lipeted  opov  by  ttiaiigtoaat  repre« 
i  irMM  olber  qvartera. 
Sir  S.  JteM%,  in  what  be  wasaboatto 
eay,  had  not  the  malleil  idee  of  treatlnc 
With  dineipmjitboie  count  which  forned 
the  eu^oeei  aMter  e#  diaramen;  con* 
ae  <liqr  i*<ere  with  the  profooioo 
wfaSeh  he  had  the  buMfer  to  belong. 
« tbe-ai^gTOMttli  addeced  by  the  right 
gemlenMui  b«d  not  ta^ifted  fak  mind 
ef  the  pre|Mriely  of  refofing  aU  inqairy,  nor 
did  be  coAoerre  the  oMiioo  to  be  of  that 
exieaiite  aaiote.whicb  had  been  aanrted* 
it  waati«e^  the  nraiioa  wae  for  an  inquiry 
hMo  ibe  state  of  the  inferior  Ecdesfaeticai 
Coeits;  and  if,  in  order  to  satisfy  that> 
it  was  necessary  to  examine  every  coort 
of  thet  debcriptita  m  the  kinjgdoni,  that 
etch  ef  tbem  was  to  be  infeetigated,  and 
a  repeie  delivered  on  their  respective 
situatien ;  if  that  were  the  case,  the  duty 
of  Ae  comeiittee  would  be  hMleed  exten- 
sive and  laborious.  But  this  was  net  the 
Awt;  BUT  could  It  strike  any  person's 
asiwA  in  chat  point  of  view.  The  business 
of  the  eoUHniuee  would  be,  of  course, 
in  the  tot  instance,  to  investigate  the 
iSRBedialely  before  them,  to  exa- 
ilie  stale  of  the  ceuru  out  of  which 
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tlMiy  liad  itseed  and  not  to 
every  ceurtin  the  country.  It  had  been 
•vgued,  tbal  a  very  serious  case  dbould  be 
fuSbiidbed  before  a  court  was  called  upon 
to  lK>li  ap  Its  band,  as  a  culprit,  at  the  bar 
ef  fubNu  opinion ;  but,  in  his  opinion,  no 
impotatiun  bad  been  levelled  at  any  court 
srhute^i  ;  and,  when  casts  of  extreme 
bardsfoip^  for  so  the  right  hon.  genHeoMn 
bimself  bad  designated  then,  were  hiid 
before  parliament,  was  it  not  the  doty  of 
the  House  to  tee  whether  tt^y  4iad  arisen 
irom  a  defective  slate  of  the  law,  or  from 
Ibe  miseuoduot  of  those  who  adminitteiud 
il?  He  did  Mt  believe  that  those  cases  ori* 
gintitd  in  dieia^Meper  behaiviottrof  any 


iaitvidari,  but  from  the  constitulton  of 
tbe  Etdesiaslieal  Courts,  and  the  faalty 
situatieQ  of  tbe  law.  And  what  had  fallea 
from  tbe  right  Imi.  gentleman  on  that  part 
of  thissubieet,  must  have  made  a  great  im* 
prestionon every  gentitmao  who  beard  biau 
That  right  hon.  geatlommi  in  tbe  conelu^ 
tion  of  Irit  speech  had  distinctly  exprested 
himself  in  fovoor  of  an  alteratien  of  tbe 
exiittnff  law.  The  House  had  heard  in 
wJM  cwciatve  language  tin  present  state 
oe  that  law  had  been  condemned^  and  he 
tsusted  it  wouU  be  an  additional  iaduea^ 
ment  with  the  House  te  asaeat  ea  the  mo^ 
tien,  timi  the  Committee  would  enjoy  the 
powerfol  amistance  of  the  right  hon.  gen<> 
tieama  la  carrying  the  requiiite  improue* 
menu  into  efiect.  There  would  be  than 
no  hazard  of  any  cry  of  innovation,  be,^ 
caase  tbe  right  hon.  ^|untleman  was  too 
well  known  to  entertain  a  eolieient  re* 
spect  for  ancieat  usages,  and  too  warmly 
to  admire  ettablithed  lastinitioas,  to  be  m 
any  danger  of  meetiog  that  resistance  and 
dimeulty,  which  any  attempt  at  reformai^ 
tlon  proceediag  i^m  himmlf  would  pr^ 
bably  enooonier.  Tbe  right  boa.  gentle- 
man  was  sure  of  support,  and  had  no 
obttaclet  to  impede  hit  progrew.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  not  fbiego  the 
opportunity  now  presented.  This  sel]^t 
had  hmff  worn  a  tospiclour  asfkot.  *  He 
believed  he  was  correct  in  stating  that  no 
alteration  or  legislative  provision  wbat^, 
ever  bad  been  enacted  with  respect  to  the 
spiritual  courts,  since  the  period  of  the 
reformation.  What,  then,  was  this  sen* 
leace  of  excoaununioailen  ?  It  dtsqoali** 
fied  the  party  firom  taking  the  comma* 
uImi,  it  deprived  him  of  the  rig^bts  of  Chris- 
tianity, and  incapacitated  him  either  to 
give  evidence,  er  commence  a  suit  in  any 
court  of  justice.  Tbe  wretched  woman 
whote  cate  had  been  detailed,  although 
not  yet  an  adult,  bad  been  conined  m 
jail  two  yean  among  malefoctort,  and 
labouring  under  all  her  other  oitfertones, 
was  rendered  incapable,  in  the  case  of 
vfolence  oflisred  to  her  penon,  from  pro-* 
seeoting  the  violaier.  Had  a  murder  beea 
committed  in  her  tight,  her  evidence  must 
have  been  rejected,  and  the  crime  have 
thus  remained  unpunished.  A  person  in 
her  tiUiation  wat  deprived  of  every  civil 
right,  and  put  out  of  the  protectioiT  of  the 
law;  add  the  country  wat  deprived  of 
tbote  exertions,  and  of  the  performance 
of  those  duties^  ^bich  otherwise  it  had  a 
right  to  expect.  In  ancient  times,  the 
most  enormous  crimes  alone  were  thUf 
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▼ifitod;  but  now,  by  the  comiito^n 
of  those  courts,  the  •enlsnoe  of  excom- 
mosiication  applied  to  the  Doa*paymeiit 
of  costs,  or  to  the  non-appearance  of  the 
fMrty  cited.  This  wis  so  gross,  that 
bishop  Gibson  in  hit  Ck>dex  Juris  Eccle- 
siastici '  Anglican!  bad  complained  of  it. 
He  obsery^,  that  punishing  triTial  of- 
fence in  this  way  had  brought  the  sys- 
tern  into  great  disrepute.  It  appeared 
^om  the  Journals  of  the  House  ol  Lords, 
that,  on  the  1st  of  April,  1609,  complaint 
4«ra8  made  of  the  abuse  of  this  power,  in 
a  Message'  from  the  king.  It  was  there 
stated,  ''that  his  Mi^sty  was  informed 
of  great  abuses  concerning  excommuot- 
cation-  granted  by  ecclesiastical  officers, 
]very  often  upon  trifial  matters.  And 
though  contempts  generallv^.  of  great  or 
less«|ttality,  be  punishable  by  the  laws  of 
the  realm»  according  to  their  several  na- 
tures ;  yet,  considenng  exooBunnntcation 
is  the  §^ealest  censure  that  can  be  given, 
his  Mi^jesty  holds  the  same  unfit  to  be 
but  in  great  maturs  ;''*.  and  the  Lord 
Chancelk>r,  the  then  Attorney  General, 
and  Mr.  Serj^uat  Crook,  were  directed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  rectify  the  abuse.  -  That 
bill,  however,  had  either  never  been  pre- 
pared, or,  if  brought  in,  bad  never  been 
passed ;  and  those  evils  which  were  com«» 
plained  of  at4hat  time,  by  this  message, 
existed  at  the  present  moment.  But  why 
did  they  still  exist?— why  were  they  not 
complained  of?  Because  the.  mischief 
lell  exclusively  on  persons  in  the  lowest 
situation  of  .life.  No  one  could  dispute 
that  the  fair  reputation  of  a  woman  was 
justly  the  subject  of  legal  protection « 
But  the  coarse  expression  of  an  illiterate 
and  low-bred  woman,  directed  to  another 
in  the  same  line  of  life,  was  not  fraught 
with  those  injurious  consequences  which 
the  slander  of  the  higher  ranks  of  society, 
couched  in  courtly  phrase,  was  likely  .  to 
produce.  Yet,  if  such  a  low  character 
dropped  an  offensive  expression,  she  was 
hurried  to  gaol,  from  whence  there  was  bo 
chance  of  liberation,  except  some  b«- 
BMne  person  interfered  and  paid  the  costs. 
— ^He  thought  the  language  of  the  right 
boh.  gentleman  was  misplaced,  when  in 
adverting  to  the  case  stated  in  the  Petif 
tioo,  and  looking  to  the  pmties  connected 
with  the  su^,  he  had  spoken  -  in  such  ge- 
neral terms  of  female  reputation :  there 
was  .not  the  least  reason  to  think  that  any 

*  See  Parliamentary  History,  vol.  1,  p. 
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ifl^nry  would  occur  to  ^tber  of  the  par- 
ties in  10— Bqtwuceirftfae  coarse  and  vul- 
gar language  they  bad  made  use  o&  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  asked,  if  a  wo* 
num,  at  one  period  of  her  life,  had  beea 
guilty  of  an  mdiscretion,  was  she  alwi^i 
to  be  reminded  of  it  ?  Certainly  not. 
But  this  did  not  apply  to  the  case  stated 
in.  the  Petition ;  for  the  complaining  par- 
ty was  mistress  of  a  house  of  ill-iame,  at 
the  very  time  th^  oflensive  wordt  wore 
spoken;  and  it  waa  shocking  to  think  that 
a  woman,  for  applying  that  name,  which 
the  other  party  seemed  to  deaerve,  shonld 
pass  two  years  of  bar  existence  in  a  pri- 
son. .The<fine  lanooage  which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  used,  did  not  answer 
whi^  his  noble,  friend  had  addqped,  but 
meroly  glossed  the  matter  ovec— It  real- 
ly appeared  to  him,  that  the  subject  call- 
ed for  serious  enquiry  ;  and,  perhaps, 
out  of  the  softrtim  of  those  unhappjr 
persons,  a  great  reformation  might  origin 
nate,  which  would  prove  a  lasting  bene- 
fit to  the  country ;  and  certainly  u  must 
be*  a  great  source  of  consolation  to  the 
public,  when  persons  of  the  high  situation 
and  extensive  knowledge  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  earnestly  dedred.that  such  a 
reformation  should  take  place.  If  an 
humble  individual  like  hmiself  were  to 
set  about  a reformof  this  kind,  he  would 
be  branded  as  an  innovator.  >  It  was  not 
so  with  the  right. hon.  gentkmmn;  be 
would  have  the  support. of  administration 
in  this  great  work:  ifyhe  willed  a  refor- 
mation. It  was  dono.  The  right  hon«^  |pMft- 
tleman :  had  said,  that  the  EcclesiartUc^l 
Courts  had  not  the  power  of  imprisonmeiit 
by  a  summary  process.  He  was  aware 
of  that;  hut  they  had  that  privilege 
through  the  interviantion  of  a  court  of 
justice;  md  they  had,  at  the  same  time, 
and  by  the  same  process,  an  opportunity 
of  increasing;  the  expence,  and  of  depriv- 
ing an  individual  of /every  ^vil  right: 
they  had,  in  fact,  the  worst  pomble  meant 
of  imprisonment.  The  country  w«8  high- 
ly indebted  to  the  noble  lord  for  agi- 
tating this  question,  from  which  he  hoped 
and  believed  much  oood  would  result. 
The  misfortunes  of  tnis  poor  wretched 
woman  might  perhaps  give  rise  to  an  in- 
quiry, for  which  posterity  would  ever  fe^l 
grateful  to  the  noble  lord«  If  thev  ex-. 
amined  the  state  of  those  courts,  he  doubt- 
ed not  the-  evils  complained  of  would  be 
found  to  arise  from  the  situation  of  the 
law  itself,  and  then  they  would  have  the 
assbtance  of  the  right  hon.  gentUman'i 
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lakats  md  ejuperieace  in  effiictiog  the 
jrefoqBaligo^  Ha  kiMW  aoi  how  it  could 
be  said  that  the  inqairy  would  have  the 
^bot  of  brinffiog  courts  of  justice  into 
coDtempt.  With  as  much  truth  he  had 
heard  it  said,  that  a  conspiracy  existed  to 
brin|p  all  the  ancient  (establishments  of 
the  country  into  disrespect.  The  way 
to  inculcate  respect  for  establishments 
was,  to  make  them,  respectable ;  and,  if 
.  suspicions  wefe  entertained  about  them 
(as  was  e? idently  the  case  here),  the  pro- 
per mode  was  to  remove  them,  if  well- 
founded,  by  correcting  the  institution ; 
and,  if  ill* founded,  by  examining  and 
statinff  it  to  the  public.  .  But  the  worst 
step  ihai^  could  be  pursued  was,  to  shut 
.their  eyes  and  ears  against  complaints 
which  were  substantially  brought  forward. 
Under  ail  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  the  motion  had  his  warmest  con- 
currence. 

Sir  Jchn  AifcAo// defended  the  conduct  of 
the  ecclesiastical  court,  in  the  case  which 
gave  rise  to  the  motion  of  the  noble  lord. 
ft  was  an  ordinary- one^  and  treated  in  the 
ordinary  ibanner ;  a  young  girl  had  done 
an  injury  to  a  married  woman,  by  im- 
puting to  her  a  want  of  chastity ;  she  de- 
nied die  charge,  and  was  cited  to  appear 
before  the  proper  tribunal ;  she  refused 
to  appear,  and  accordingly  a  compulsory 
process  was  instituted.  This  was  the 
whole  case,  and  such  a  one  as  might  oc- 
cur in  any  ordinary  case,  when  a  person 
was  summoned  to  appear  before  a  magis- 
trate for  killing  game  unlawfully,  when 
the  same  consequences  would  ensne,  and 
might  with  equal  justice  appear  a  suffici* 
ent  ground  for  inquiring  into  the- conduct 
of  all  the  magistrates  of  the  kingdom. 
The  age  of  the  woman  whose  case  was 
made  the  subject  of  complaint  was  first 
suiverted  to,  but  it  was  well  known  that 
minors  were  amenable  for  offences.  The 
noble  lord  had  also  complained,  that  no 
guardian  had  be^  appointed,  but  the  ap- 
pointment of  one  could  have  made  no 
diflference  in  the.  result.  The  second 
ground  of  complaint  was,  the  poverty  of 
Sie  accused ;  but  that  could  not  be  plead- 
ed as  a  ground  for  committing  onences, 
and  she  was  entitled  to  sue  in  forma  pau- 
peris, and  therefore  that  made  no  distinc- 
tion. The  infliction  of  penance  had  also 
been  complained  of ;  but  that  was  shewn 
by  his  right  hon.  friend,  not  to  be  so  for- 
midable as  had  been  represented,  and 
consisted  only  in  a  simple .  retraction  of 
the  offisnsive  words.    With  respect  to  the 
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payment  of  th^  costs^  which  amounted  to 
12L  7«.  lid.  they  were  occasioned  by  the 
accused  party  denying  the  fact,  and  ob- 
liging the  accuser  to  summon  witnesses  to 
prove  the  allegation,  and  she  consequentl  v 
suffered  by  her  obstinacy,  as  the  whole 
evpence  in  the  inferior  court,,  he  believed, 
did  not  amount  to  more  than  }L  3s.  6d. 
nor  was  it  desirable  that  there  should  be 
a  total  exemption  from  expence,  which 
would  operate  as  an  incitement  to  dissen* 
tion  among  the  lower  orders ;  and  it  was 
right  that  the  expence  should  not  fall  on 
the  injured  party.  He  was  as  ready  as 
any  person,  if  a  more  eificiept  and  satis- 
factory process  could  be  substituted  for 
excommunication,  to  consent  to  its  adop* 
tion;  but  did  it  require  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee  to  point  out  this  ?  Surely 
it  was  a  very  circuitous  mode  of  going  to 
work,  to  have  a  Committee  appointed  to 
examine  into  the  situation  of  the  inferior 
ecclesiastical  jurisdictions  throughoi^t  the 
country,  in  order  to  find  out  that  excom- 
munication was  a  round-about  mode  of 
proceeding.  He  was  ready  to  allow  that 
a  spiritual  court  was  not  the  most  favour- 
able sound  to  the  ear ;  but  it  was  only  fair 
to  take  into  consideration,  that  hardly  one 
case  in  a  year,  of  a  spiritual  nature^  oc- 
curred in  these  courts,  which  were  inter- 
woven in  the  judicature  of  the  country. 
Wills  and  testamentary  papers  constituted 
a  very  great  part  of  their  whole  occupa- 
tion, and  another  great  branch  was  matri- 
monial causes,  questions  respecting  the 
validity  of  marriage  contracts,  for  enforc- 
ing those  contracts,  relieving  from  co- 
habitation, separation  on  account  of  adul- 
tery, and  so  forth.  Other  descriptions  of 
causes  came  before  them,  such  as  all  those 
respecting  tithes.  They  were  almost  al- 
ways occupied  with  questions  of  civil  right. 
It  was  no  doubt  true,  the  offensive  name 
still  continued,  and  the  odium  was  much 
increased  by  the  use  of  excon^nunication. 
This  mode  of  excommunication  he  would 
acknowledge  was  objectionable,  from  its 
being  both  circuitous  and  expensive. — In 
a  court  of  common  law,  or  equity,  when  a 
verdict  or  sentence  was  obtained,  execu- 
tion was  at  once  directed,  either  against 
the  goods  or  person ;  but  in  the  ecclesias- 
ticaf  courts  all  that  could  be  done  was  to 
excommunicate,  and  thjs  in  itself  was  a 
mere  hrtoian  fuUncn,  and  reqiiire^  to  be 
followed  up  with  the  calling  in  the  assist- 
ance of  a  civil  court..  If.  the  legislature 
thought  proper  to  entrust  ecclesiastical 
courts  with  that  power  which  was  en- 
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trusted  ta  every  otli€r  ceurt  in  the  c<nm«> 
try,  then  this  circuitons  mode  of  proceed- 
ing wonkl  necessarily  be  ftt  an  end.  When 
he  saw  thai  those  courb  were  princtfyally 
oecapied  with  the  decision  of  Causes 
ntnrely  citiU  that  thej^  were  comptetefy 
incorporated  with  the  judicature  of  the 
coontry ;  when  be  considered  that  every 
other  court  had  the  power  of  enforcing 
obedience  to  its  own  decrees,  and  that 
from  the  constitotion  of  ecclesiastical 
courts  they  were  reduced  to  what  be 
would  call  a  profane  application  of  ex- 
communication, that  they  could  not  even 
pronounce  an  interlocutory  sentence  with- 
out having  recourse  to  it,  he  certainly 
thought  that  the  legislature  could  not  be 
better  em^oyed  than  in  providing  a  re- 
medy for  this  inconvenience ;  and  should 
the  legislature  so  far  forget  its  ancient  pre- 
judice^ aa  to  consent  to  this  remedy,  he 
had  no  doubt  that  those  who  presided  in 
the  ecclesiastical  courts  would  be  ex- 
tremely grateful  for  this  interference.  The 
'  number  of  inferior  ecclesiastical  jurisdic- 
tions was  certainly  very  great,  but  if  no 
particular  charge  could  t>t  brought  for- 
ward against  their  administration,  there 
really  appeared  no  reason  for  going  into 
any  mquiry  of  the  nature  of  the  present 
He  had  presided  three  years  in  a  court  to 
which  appeals  lay  firom  all  tbe  inferior 
ecclesiastical  jurisdictions  of  the  country, 
which  amounted  in  all  to  1 9,  and  during 
the  whole  of  that  period  there  had  not 
been  more  than  9  or  10  appeals.  He 
didhght  therefbre  lie  vras  entitled  to  con- 
fend  that  DO  mal-administration  existed  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  call  for  an  inquiry  of 
the  nature  of  the  preseiit  The  noble  lord 
had  been  able  to  produce  only  12  cases, 
from  an  examination  into  all  ihe  ecclesias« 
tical  jnrisdietions  in  tile  VFust  of  Englaiid; 
and  of  thes^  12  cases,  which  vrere  all  diat 
could  be  raked  up  in  a  period  of  12  or 
13  3rears,  6  were  for  defamation^  and  2 
vrere  for  tythes.    The  result  of  diis  dili* 

Ent  examination  certainly  would  not 
id  him  to  the  conclusion  contended  for 
by  the  noble  lord.  The  remedy  which 
ttat  noble  lord  had  proposed,  he  cer- 
tainly could  hy  no  means  give  his  consent 
to.  It  was  neither  more  nbr  less  than  in* 
Titing  all  disntisfi^  suitors,  and  all  uti* 
Ibrtunate  suitors  were  dissatisfied  through- 
out the  countnf,  to  bring  forward  com- 
plaints to  the  Committee  against  the  ec- 
clesiastical couru;  it  was  hunting  for 
grounds  of  accusation  against  them.  If 
Uie  presaitmode  of  proccSding  was  incon* 
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▼eniem,  the  remudy  was  per£sftly  obvi. 
out,  without  the  appointment  «f  tach  a 
Committee  of  Inquiry. 

Mr.ir.  SmM8lad,be  had  heard  with  great 
satisfBCtion,  the  statements  so  distinGtIy  ' 
made  by  the  two  learned  gemlemea  that 
night.  He  confessed,  that  when  ha  had 
heard  the  first  part  of  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  and  foamed  gentleman  (sir  W, 
Scott)  be  was  iiot  prepared  fyt  the  conclu. 
siod  which  follow^  it.  Certainly,  at  least, 
one  third  part  of  that  speech  did  tend  to 
corroborate  all  the  noble  lord's  conein- 
sions,  for  it  confirmed  his  statement,  that 
there  was  something  in  thoee  courts  whith 
stood  in  great  need  of  refonsiatioA.  If 
any  of  those  learned  «eentlemen  were  will* 
ittg  to  bring  forward  a  remedy,  he  be- 
lieved the  noble  lord  would  be  perfect}/ 
willing  that  the  reformation  should  be  on* 
trusted  to  them.  But  by  whom  would  a 
bill  be  brought  in  r  If  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  beside  him  (sir  S.  Romilly)  were  to 
introduce  such  a  bill,  so  great  was  his 
weight  in  the  country,  notwithstanding 
his  want  of  experience  in  that  particular 
department,  that  he  had  no  doubt  it  would 
be  received  with  that  defbimicewitli  which 
every  thing  firom  him  would  be  received  ; 
but  if  the  noble  lord  were  to  oHginate  suck 
a  bill,  he  would  be  told  by  t^  opposite 
side  of  the  House,  that  it  would  be  better 
for  him  to  let  it  alone.  If  they  were  to 
look  to  the  right  honourable  and  learned 
gentlemen  who  were  so  peculiarly  qualified 
to  carry  through  this  reformation,  he  was 
afraid  that  they  had  already  so  much  im- 
portant business  on  their  hands,  that  it 
would  prevent  them  from  coming  forward 
in  time  with  it.  He  remembered  a  case 
of  peculiar  hardship,  which  came  to  bis 
knowledge  two  years  ago.  Two  poor 
women,  for  a  contempt  in  an  Ecclesiastical 
Court,  had  been  confined  in  Nottingham 
during  1 1  years.  He  had  been  there  after 
nine  years  imprisonment,  and  be  found 
that  they  possessed  a  very  good  moral 
character,  that  they  were  enthokiMts,  and 
in  their  principles  nearly  resembling  - 
Quakieis,  but  difienng  from  them  in  some 
peculiarities,  they  were  not  membersof  tha^ 
sect.  It  happened  that  these  women  borft 
a  dislike  to  the  mode  of  solemnising  maiv 
riagepreseribed  by  the  Chilkrcbof  £nglai|d. 
They  were  dragged  befbre  an  Ecdessaati- 
cal  Court,  at  the  instance  of  some  cruel, 
malevolent  and  biffotted  individuals,  for 
living  in  a  state  of  mnication;  and  being 
cited  by  their  maiden  names,  and  refusing 
to  answer  to  such  names  firom  a  scruple  w 
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eimmknai,  timy  mre  io^olred  in  tn  hd- 
prttoBOMQtof  iry^an^aod  wtre  at  ImI 
set  at  liberty  m^eiy  becaase  their  pene* 
ciitM«.were  tired  of  karraasiiie  them  any 
longer*  [Here  ti  was  statea  by  some 
flnembtr  near  the  heB^genlleinan>  that  the 
period  of  tmfMrisonment  had  only  been  7 
jreartj.  Not  long  ago  it  had  been  the 
practice  of  preaeinff  a  criminal  irba  re** 
lesed  to  pleM,  till  be  contented  to  plead. 
Hiis  blot  exialed  till  at  last  a  judge  had 
thought  proper  to  brina  aboet  a  refor«a* 
tion^  and  it  ivaa  enacted,  that  a  refnsal  te 
plead  wet  an  acknowfedgment  of  g«tl|. 
What  did  he  infer  from  thii?  ThatEccle- 
aiat tical  Comrte  oogbt  te  act  in  the  rery 
aame  manner,  and  proceed  to  inflict  that 

Snnifhment  on  ofienders  which  the  ofience 
eserved,  withoet  impriicttinc  for  7 
years,  in  the  manner  which  had  been 
atatcd ;  fpr  if  snch  a  pnniahment  were  di- 
rectly awarded*  the  whole  conntry  wonld 
etyf  out  against  iu  barbarity.— It  had  been 
o^ected,  that  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee wonld  oast  a  slor  on  the  courts; 
3ret,  was  it  not  a  stmding  order,  that  m 
l^rand  committee  of.  inquiry  into  courts  of 
justice  should  att  every  Saturday  ?  Per- 
haps his  noble  friend  would  have  no  ob* 
jection  to  this  great  committee,  instead' of 
the  one  he  f^roposed.  As  to  ^  Spiritual 
oonrts  beings  principally  cenoernied  in 
cases  of  fiMiiM  if  tmm^  would  it  not  be  better 
that  these  subjects  sheulJL  be  confined  to 
the  common  Jaw  courts,  and  that  there 
should  not  be  the  option  of  a  suit,  which 
was  ktt  convenient,  expensire  and  arbi* 
trary.  Would  property  or  person  be  af- 
fected, or  the  constitution  of  the  country 
be  injnred,  if  the  Spiritual  jurisdicUon  in 
these DEMtters  were  removed? — ^The  hon. 
gentleman  conchided  with  expressing  his 
opinion,  that  the  mode  proposed  by  his 
noble  friend  was  the  best  that  coidd  be 
adopted,  that  all  others  would  fail,  and 
that  as  they  had  never  yet  seen  any  at- 
tempumade  by  those  who  were  best  quali- 
fied' to  provide  a  proper  remedy,  so  no 
attempts  would  in  all  probability  be  made 
in  future  by  them,  and  he  would  therefore 
give  his  vote  for  the  motion  of  the  noble 
ford. 

The  AiUnmof  General  said,  it  m^ht  be 
true  that  hardships  existed,  but  had  there 
been  any  mal-ad ministration  of  justice, 
hsd  inferior  courts  acted  differently  from 
what  most  have  been  done  by  superior 
ones  ?  Had  the  judges  done  more  than  the 
law  absolutely  required  ?  An  hon.  ffentle- 
man  of  great  aouteness  hod  aHudeclto  the 
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metfcndnow  adopted  by  the  coorts  of  com* 
mon-Uw,  in  lieu  of  the  peimjcrie  €$  dm^^ 
and  had  eomplaiaed  th»t  the  Ecelesiastical 
Courto  had  net  followed  that  coune.  The 
law  courts  did  not.  make  that  a]teratie% 
they  had  no  authority  to  do  it,  till  it  wag 
ordained  by  parliament;  nor  could  the 
Spiritual  courts  admit  «uch  a  comnmtn* 
ti««i»  without  legisleitiveiaierferenee.  The 
judges*  who  had  merely  done  their  dutyv 
couM  not  be  ot^ecU  of  cesisure.  The 
complaint  was  against  the  law  it«elf ;  il 
was  the  evident  impffaful^n  of  the  Houec^ 
that  the  law  should  be  corrected;  it  wee 
fit,  then,  to  mal^  aucfa  correotien^  but  net 
to  institute  tho  stated  inquiiy.  A  chal- 
lenge had  .been  given  to  his  right  heSi 
friend,  to  bring  in  a  bill  on  thia  aul^jeet. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  aeeepted. 
It  WM  expected  of  his  right  hen.  friend 
by  the  House,  beeanse  they  Mt  that  the 
task  could  net  devolve  upon  uny  nne  more 
capable.  He  did  not  siy  this  becauie  hb 
right  hon.  friend  sat  on  the  aame  side  of 
tne  House  with  himself,  hut  because  bis 
high  judictal  character  was  acbnowiedged 
not  only  in  England  but  tbrooghont 
Europe. 

Sir  ITittMMi&ocisignified  hit  willingness 
to  briiig  in  the  bill. 

~  Mr.  W.  Smiik  said,  he  had  not  necuied 
the  Spiritnel  courts  for  their  non-adoptioft 
of  the  practice  of  the  oemmen  law  cemrts» 
bat  merely  enggeetcd  thepropriety  of  soeh 
adoption. 

Sir  Mm  NemfoH  wM,  that  great  at  was 
the  pressure  complained  ^  bwe^from  the 
jorisdiotion  of  the  EccleeiestieAl  tomtflB,  it 
was  notliing  te  ithit  was  fel*  im  Ireland. 
It  was  a  perpetual  subiect  of  eompbint, 
that  the  poor  peasant  who  was  oilted  te 
appear,  aner  leaving  his  empl^yBMint  to 
attend  the  court,  found  Uiat  it  was  md 
sitting,  and  was  obBged  to  go  and  return 
frequently,  from  the  irregularity,  wi^ 
which^  tlieee  courts  were  emiduoted,  »ad 
was  at  length  decreed  for  not  appoaringk 
He  would  add  bht  one  word  moee  t  it  waA 
in  the  recollection  of  the  House,  thai  Hot 
more  than  two  sessions  had  elapsed  since  m 
noble  lord,  in  that  House,  \m  arraigned 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  for  inflicting  the 
sentence  of  nxcommonioation,  and  de- 
nounced k  as  infiMnous  and  disgraeefiil  te 
society,  in  the  most  extrevagant  terms; 
and  yet  it  was.  stated  this  nl^  ae  the 
avowed  and  sinctioned  pmolice  of  the 
established  church. 

Lori  AOeHonr  begged  to  beinfermedk 
if  it  was  the  intention  uf  the  right  horn 
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and  learned  gent,  to  bring  in  a  bill^  as 
recommended  by  the  Attorney-General  ? 

Sir  ^.  iSlc^l  replied,  that  if  it  was  the 
sense,  of  the  House  that  such  a  measure 
was  expedient,  he  would  certainly  com- 
ply.   (Cheers  from  all  sides.) 

Lord  FblkeUone  said,  that  with  that  un- 
derstanding he  should  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion, but  he  would  midce  one  obsenraUon : 
he  understood  that  the  right  hon.  and  learn- 
ed gent,  had  many  years  ago  expressed 
himself  hostile  to  the  abuse ;  but  up  to  the 
present  period  no  measure  had  been  pro- 
posed to  remote  it.  He  had  extreme 
pleasure  in  withdrawing  his  motion. 

The  Chancellor  of  ike  EaKhequir  wished 
ttotely  to  remove  any  doubt  which  might 
exist  with  regard  to  what  had  fallen  from 
his  right  hon.  and  learned  friend  fai  the 
course  •  of  the  debate.  So  far  from  his 
speech  having  stated  any  objection  to  in- 
quiry, its  whole  object  was  to  •  express  his 
opinion,  that  the  inquiry  should  be  direct- 
ed towards  the  law  itself,  and  not  the 
charges  brought  forward  by  the  noble 
)ord,  which  he  thought  not  likely  to  be 
remedied  by  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee, and  he  had  heard  him  often  say, 
that  the  only  reason  which  deterred  him 
from  Attempting  to  remove  the  process 
complained  of  was  an  apprehension  of  op- 
position and  jealousy  on  the  part  of  the 
common  law  courts,  which  certai^ily  had 
formerly  existed  in  a  considerable  degree ; 
but  now  that  the  general  feeling  seemed  in 
ImToor  of  such  a  measure,  he  had  no  doubt 
that  his  right  hon.Triend  would  undertake 
it  with  great  pleasure. 

The  ^cakar  proci^eded  to  ask,  whether 
it  wis  the  pleasure  of  the  House  that  the 
motion  should  be  withdrawn  ?  when 

Lord  Fottetfone  obsenred,  tha^  the  ori« 
ginal  ground  of  his  motion  was^  the  case 
of  the  unfertnoate  woman,  whose  relief 
and  release  was  sought  by  it ;  he  would, 
therefore,  wish  to  hate  something  ar- 
ranged on  that  subject 

After  a  short  pause,  the  Speaker  sug- 
gested to  the  noble  lord  to  defer  it  to  some 
other  ^ay.  The  motion  was  then  with- 
drawn. 

Duties  on  Lbgacibs  for  Charitablb 
PuarosBs.]  Sit  J.'Neteport  had  intended 
bringing  before  the  House  amotion  for 
extending  the  provision  of  the  50  Geo.  3, 
ch.  85,  reflating  the  taking  of  securities 
in  offices  in  England,  to  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom ;  but  as  be  understood  the  subject 
was  to  be  brought  forward  by  another 
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hon.  gentleman,  he  should  defer  his  motion 
for  tne  present.  He  would  now,  however, 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  another 
subject,  of  which  he  had  eiven  notice^ 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  Uien,  after  a 
few  appropriate  observations,  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  "  to  exempt  from 
payment  of  anv  duty  on  legacies  all  be- 
quests for  the  education  or  maintenance  of 
any  poor  children,  or  for  the  support  of 
widows  or  other  poor  persons,  or  for  the 
support  of  any  charitable  institution,  within 
the  united  kingdom;  and  also  from  the 
payment  of  the  duty  on  advertisements 
any  advertisement  or  notice  of  any  meet- 
ing to  be  held  for  such  charitable  purposes, 
or  of  the  receipt  of  subscriptions  or  dona* 
tions  on  such  account'' 

The  Chaneelhr  <tf  ike  Exchequer  enter- 
tained a  doubt  ae  to  the  principle  and  po- 
licy of  the  regulations  of  the  right  hon. 
hon.  baronet  It  was  not  advisable  to  re- 
cognise the  policy  of  encouraging  bequests 
of  the  description  alluded  to,  because  any 
person  on  his  death-bed  might  give  to  a 
charity  that  portion  of  his  property  which 
his  immediate  relations  were  entitled  to. 
The  legislature  was  not  called  on  to  ad- 
minister to  the  wishes  of  such  persons. 
These  persons  might  be  surrounded  by 
those  whose  interest  it  was 'to  induce  the 
testators  to  will  their  property  to  the  pre- 
jutiice  of  their  relations  and  nearest  of  kin. 
With  respect  to  the  publishers  of  newspa- 
pers, they  undoubtedly  charged  what  they 
conceived  necessary  for  the  insertion  of 
advertisements  relatmg  to  public  charities, 
and  to  interfere  with  them  was  improper. 
The  whole  of  the  suggestions  of  the  right 
hon.  baronet,  if  attended  to,  would  be  ac** 
companied  by  such  inconvenience,  that 
the  measure  would  produce  no  benefit,  but 
must  be  both  inexpedient  and  disadvan- 
tageous. 

Sir  J.  Newport  did  not  wish  pertinaci- 
ously to  press  a  measure  which  he  had  « 
thought  it  his  duty  to  bring  forward,  as 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  not  di^>0Bed 
to  concur  with  him. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  negatived 
without  a  division. 

DisTiLLXRT  Bill.]  On  the  motion  for 
the  third  reading  of  this  bill, 

Mr.  HuichiMan  rose  to  enter  his  soletnn 
protest  against  that  clause  which  had  for 
Its  object  the  suspension  of  the  intercourse 
between  England  and  Ireland.  He  charg- 
ed that  section  vrith  being  in  direct  Tjola- 
tion  of  the  solemn  compact  entered  into 
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between  the  two  coontries,  and  he  called 
upon  the  r^ht  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the 
'Exchequer  to  as«ign  his  reasons,  if  such  he 
bad,  for  yenturing  to  break  in  upon  the 
act  of  Union*  which  be  had  not  yet  dared 
to  deny.  The  hon.  member  then  read  the 
2nd  section  of  the  6th  article  of  the  act  of 
Union,  and  on  that  foundation  claimed  a 
righvon  behalf  of  the  distillers  of  Ireland, 
to  bring  their  spirit  extracted  from  grain 
into  the  British  market,  notwithstanding 
the  distillation  of  spirits  from  com  in  Great 
Britain  were  prohibited.  What,  he  in- 
quired, might  be  the  consequence  of  this 
flagrant  infringement?  iThe  violation  of 
one  part  of  this  solemn  compact  might  in 
Aiture  times  be  quoted  as  an  autltority  for 
breaking  in  upon  another.  The  right  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  th^  Exchequer,  by  an 
act  of  pov^er,  might  in  that  House  insist 
that  the  4th  article  should  likewise  be  re- 
pealed, and  that  Ireland  should  no  longer 
be  represented  by  4  spiritual  and  28  tem- 
poral lords,  and  100  commoners.  He 
might  abridge  the  number  to  50,  or  en- 
tirely exclude  the  natives  of  the  sister  king- 
dom from  any  share  in  the  legislative 
branches  of  the  constitution.  He  was,  it 
was  true,  putting  a  strong  case,  but  it  was 
only  by  strong  cases  that  he  could  hope 
to  make  any  impression  on  the  right  hon. 
gentleman.  Supposing  the  distillers  of 
Ireland  had  assented  to  this  measure,  was 
that  any  reason  why  he  should  concur  in 
an  act  which  struck  at  the  very  root  of  the 
languishing  manufactures,  agriculture,  and 
revenue  of  Ireland  ?  Surely  not :  he  was 
bound  9till  to  discharge  his  duty,  although 
such  an  idea  might  call  forth  a  smile  from 
the  opposite  benches.  This  blow,  too,  was 
so  unexpected.  What,  was  the  arm  raised 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite? 
Would  Ireland  believe  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  her  tried  friend,  her 
zealous  advocate,  her  strenuous  supporter, 
that  he  who  had  uniformly  during  his 
whole  political  career  behaved  with  a  li- 
berality towards  her  which  was  the  uni- 
versal admiration  of  her  inhabitants,  was 
the  man  who  was  making  this  attack? 
With  what  anguish  would  they  find  those 
bc^es  they  haul  '*  too  fondly  nursed  too 
rudely  crossed !"  He  entreated  the  right 
bon.  gentleman  to  reflect  belbre  he  took  a 
step  which  would  for  ever  destroy  that 
glorious  character  for  liberality,  wisdom, 
and  inteerity  that  he  had  obtained  in  Ire^ 
land.  He  trusted  that  to-night  he  would 
disclaim  the  base  desisn,  and  vindicate 
his  hitherto  irreproachablt  conduct. 
(VOL.  XXI.) 


'  Mr.  W.  Fiitgeraid  observed,  that  If 
during  the  course  of.  the^  hon.  member's  , 
speech,  he  had  sh^wn,  by  his  countenance, 
any  symptom  of  dissatisfaction,  it  was  a 
true  picture  of  his  mind,  for  he  bad  littla 
expected,  that  a  question  like  that  now 
under  discusftion  would  have  been  treated 
in  the  temper  and  spirit  just  exhibited.  If, 
indeed,  the  support  of  the  representatives 
of  Ireland  were  desired,  it  would  be  fit  that 
a  conduct  diametrically  oppo^te  should 
be  pursued.  Sui^ly,  the  hon.  member 
himself  must  be  aware  of  the  absurdity  of 
arguing  on  questions  of  commercial  policy 
now,  by  reference  to  periods  when  botb 
nations  were  actuated  by  mutual  jealou* 
sies ;  then,  indeed,  might  deficient  repre- 
sentation perhapfT  have  been  fairly  com«> 
plained  of;  but  now  it  must  be  admitted, 
by  all  honest  and  unprejudiced  men, 
that  the  united  parliament  no  less  con- 
sulted the  interests  and  happiness  of  Ire* 
land  than  it  did  those  of  Great  Br rtain.  He 
was  as  deeply  concerned  in  the  welfare  of 
his  native  country  as  any  man,  and  would 
do  all  in  his  povier  to  promote  it ;  and  if 
he  were  asked,  whether  all  the  inhabitants 
of  that  country  would  be  satisfied  with  tb« 
clause  in  question,  he  did  not  mean  to  as- 
sert that  they  would.  (Hear,  hear !)  Ha 
trusted  he  should  receive  the  same  cheer 
while  he  asserted  that  in  general,  nay«  al- 
most universally,  those  interested  either  in 
the  manufactures,  the  agriculture,  o^  tha 
revenues  of  Ireland  considered  this  bill  a 
most  important  benefit.  (Hear,  hear!) 
What  were  the  objections?  Not  that  the 
measure  was  inexpedient  in  the  present 
exigency  (for  that,  not  even  the  hon.  mem- 
ber himself  had  ventured  te  maintain)  but 
that  it  was  some  supposed  ^iol^tion  of  the 
act  of  union.  As  the  representative  of  the 
principal  distillers  of  the  sister  kingdom, 
he  apoealed  to  the  hon.  gentleman  whe- 
ther ne  would  wish  that  the  provisions 
of  the  whole  bill  should  be  extended 
to  Ireland?^  The  honourable  gentleman 
was  silent,  and  it  proceeded  from  ex- 
perience :  he  knew  tnat  it  would  be  most 
detrimental,  for  the  first  year  that  the  dis- 
tillation from  grain  was  prohibited,  it  did. 
apply  to  Ireland  as  well  as  to  Grieat  Bri- 
tain, and  how  anxious  then  were  the  ad- 
vocates against  this  very  clause  now,  that 
the  sap[i^  provision  should  be  inserted  > 
they  would  have  accepted  it  as  the  greatest 
boon  that  could  be  offered  them.  Such  a 
conduct  was  indeed  puerile ;  it  deserved 
no  better  term,  particularly  when  the  pro*' 
ceediorgs  of  former  times  of  comparative 
(Y) 
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hostility  were  quoted  against  the  acts  of 
the  present.  Last  night  he  had  compelled 
himself  to  silence,  to-night  the  hon.  mem- 
ber had  comf)eUed  him  to  9peak»  and  to 
aiMert  diat  to  the  manufacturers,  the  agri> 
eatture,  and  the  reTenue,  this  bill  would 
be  in  the  highest  degree  beneficial. 

Lord  Fo&ttom  was  much  nleased  with 
the  eloquence  and  animation  oisplayed  by 
the  last  speaker,  and  somewhat  with  his  in- 

Smuity,  for'  he  had  not  only  glanced  at 
e  roam  objection  of  his  hon.  friend,  but 
bad  skilfully  recoiled  from  it  as  if  im- 
pressed with  sudden  te^-ror.  He  bad  ad- 
vanced nothing  to  shew  that  it  Was  not  a 
direct  breach  oif  the  act  of  Union.  What 
he  said,  was,  that  the  Irish  people  wdold 
not  be  injured  by  it.'  He  had  not  at- 
tempted by  the  slightest  argument  to 
prove  that  it  was  not  a  direct  infringe- 
ment on  the  sacred  compact.  When  it 
was' intended  to  make  an  encroachment 
upon  any  thtilg  by  stealth,  it  was  unitersally 
found  that  some  act  was  first  done,  which 
IP  not  really  good  in  itself,  could  be  plau- 
iibly  shewn  to  be  attended  with  beneficial 
consequences,  and  after  the  public  had 
been  dazzled  by  false  light,  advantage 
was  taken  of  their  sudden  blindness  to 
lead  them  into  a  snare. '  The  whole  of 
what  had  been  just  said  was  undoubtedly 
Tery  persuasive,  and  would  be  listened 
too  most  willingly  by  those  who  were 
ianguine.  It  was  an  attempt  like  a  man 
in  despair  to  shew  that  good  might  arise 
but  of  evil,  that  the  act  of  Union  was  vio- 
lated was  a  positive  evil;  that  advanta* 
f^cous  results  mi^t  attend  it,  was  a  doubt- 
ral  good.  If  it  was  the  fact  that  this 
dause  was  not  a  breach  of  the  Union, 
why  did  not  the  hort.  gentleman  endea- 
vour to  shew  it  ?  The  reason  why  he  had 
been  prudent  enough  not  to  make  any 
auchattempt,  was  sufficiently  evident. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  professed 
himself  somewhat  astonished  at  what  had 
fallen  from  the  noble  lord,  but  frequent 
experience  had  taught  him  not  to  be  sur- 
prized at  such  sentiments  as  were  deli- 
vered by  the  hon.  member  who  first  spoke 
<>n  this  question.  On  the  present  occasion 
he  had  warmly  inveighed,  as  usual,  against 
^  the  House,  but  his  object,  at  other  times 
more  remote,  was  not  sufficiently  obvious, 
fVom  the  notice  that  he  had  given  regard- 
ing  the  dissolution  of  the  Union.  It  was 
an  atiempt  to  excite  in  Ireland  a  spirit  of 
hostility,  which,  supposing  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  member  to  possess  any  weight 
even  there,  would  be  more  than  counter- 
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balanced  by  the  general  pacific  temper  of 
the  people.  That  the  noble  lord,  how- 
ever, should  join  in  such  an  undertaking, 
appeared  a  little  extraordinary.  The 
House  would  not  fail  to  recollect,  that  if 
the  measure  were  ori^nally  improper,  the 
prevention  of  the  distillery  firom  grain 
originated  with^that  administration^  whosa 
conauct  was  always  boasted  as  immacu- 
late, when  contrasted  with  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  present  government.  It  was 
introduced  by  those  men  who  had  alwaya , 
received  the  able  support  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman. Reciprocity  was  the  foundation 
of  the  Union  between  the  two  countries; 
and  if  the  distillation  from  grain  were  par^^ 
mitted  in  Ireland  and  prohibited  in  Great 
Britain,  and  the  intercourse  between  tb»' 
two  were  continued,  where  would  be  the 
rlK^iprocttJr  of  interest  ?  Irish  distilien, 
indeed,  might,  as  was  no  doubt  anxiously 
wished,  be '  jprosperous,  but  the  Ehgliah 
would  be  ruided.  What  then  was  the  8i>- 
tuation  in  which  we  stood?  The  Ihmi. 
gentleman  was  of  opinion  that  this  clause 
was  of  great  importance  to  the  manufac^ 
tures,  the  agriculture,  and  the  revenuea  of 
Ireland.  True;  it  was  of  infinite  conse« 
quence,  particularly  to  the  latter;  but 
what  was  the  result  of  the  experiment 
made  to  prevent  the  distillation  from  grain^ 
throughout  the  whole  empire,  at  a  time 
when  ihd  inhabitants  were  starving  ibif 
want  of  bread  ?  Did  it  save  grain  in  Ire- 
land ?  No :  on  thti  contrary,  it  only  oc^ 
casioned  a  greater  consumption.  Did  it 
increase  the  revenue  ?  No :  for  the  efibct 
wa«  to  encourage  illicit  distillation  to  foch 
an  extent,  as  greatly  to  diminish  the  dutiea 
of  excise.  Here,  then,  in  this  Bill  was  an 
endeavour  to  rescue  Ireland  from  the  in- 
convenience so  loudly  complained  of  be- 
fore ;  yet  although  it  was  a  concession  to 
the  wishes  formerly  expressed,  nothing- 
could  satisfy  gentlemen  pre-determined  to. 
be  dissatisfied,  and  therefore  they  still  ob- 
jected to  the  clause.— To  what,  then, 
would  the  hon.  gentleman,  the  renowned 
and  avowed  champion  of  the  interests  of 
Ireland,  the  representative  of  the  distiilera 
of  that  country,  drive  the  House  by  his 
arguments,  if  arguments  they  might  M 
called  ?  Not  to  ailoW  the  distillation  of 
grain,  but  to  prevent  it,  to .  the  prejudice 
of  all  his  constituents.  Thus  he  would 
not  perhoit  the  present  ministry  even  to 
benefit  his  colintry  without  complaining;^ 
and  proving  himself  instead  of  being  the 
warmest  friend,  the  greatest  enemy  to  Ire- 
land.   He  was  extremely  anxious  to  in* 
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jure  the  agriculture,  miuiiifacturet  and  rch 
▼eouei  of  Ireltnd,  becaut^,  foryootb,  il 
wai  the  anxious  vi^isb  of  goTeroaient  Ip 
promote  tbeir  prosperity.  The  measure 
itself  was  iQtroduced  for  a  great  ol^ect  of 
national  advantage,  without  a  pretence 
for  asserting  that  there,  was  uny  under- 
l^and  attempt  like  ap  assassin  with  a  smile 
vpon  his  4;ountenance,  to  strike  a  blow  of 
destruction.  How,  then,  did  the  propo- 
aition  stand  ?  Parljameni  taking  a  d^li- 
.berate.view  of  the  interests  of  both  conn* 
tries,  but  particularly  of  Ireland,  had 
•greed  to  sanction  by  a  majority  a  mea- 
sure to  promote  them,  introiduced  by  the 
minister  of  the  day.  This  bill,  however, 
was  not  to  be  supported  by  some  few  in- 
dividuals, became  ^ey  said  that  the  same 
^minister  jmight  bring  in  a  bill  jwith  a  di« 
rectly  opposite  design ;  but  did  the  con* 
elusion  at  all  follpw,  that  because  the 
House  had  approved  by  its  votes  of  the 
beneficial  plan,  thai  ijt  would  support  the 
minister  in  the  promotion  of  a  ruinous 
scheipe  ?  Yet  in  order  to  maintain  iivhat 
the  bon.  gentleman  contended  for,  such 
must  be  his  proposition^  however  absurd  it 
may  appear.  •'  Do  not,"  said  the  hen. 
gent,  and  the  noble  lord,  '^  adopt  this  mea- 
sure, vtrhich  will  be  advantageous,  because 
it  may  be  followed  by  a  bill  which  will 
be  detrimenul."  It  appeared  to  the 
Chapcellor  of  the  £«ch^ufsr  that  there 
were  a  species  of  reformers,  .as  they 
termed  themselves,  in  the  country,  who«  in 
0rder  to  justify  their  condoct,  must  support 
the  converse  of  .that  proposition.  Mi- 
nisters i^«re  accused  now  4>f  doing  present 
good  for  the  sake  of  doin^  future  mischief: 
the  reformers  were  doing  present  mis- 
chief Jfor  I  he  sake  of  doin^  future  good. 
From  the  first  line  of  conduct  he  could  not 
foresee  that  much  injury  could  arise  to 
B^ankind;  from  the  lal^r^  it  was  evident 
that  certain  and  immediate  detriment 
would  epsue. 

Mr.  W,  Smidk  observed,  that  the  views 
pf  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  4]pon , 
this  subject  were  certainly  more  accurate 
than  thpse  of  the  noble  lord  and.thfi  hon/ 
gentleman  who  had  spoken  ojn  the  other 
side  of  it.  A^  the  sam?  time  h€  could  not 
but  add,  that  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer  had  been  asked  a  civil  question, 
bad  Ah?  retMrned  a  civil  answer  it  ^ould  M 
least  hav«  redounded  jnore  to  his  candour, 
if  not  so  much  to  bis  eloquence. 

Ml*.  Gidify  .rose  .m^|-ehr  to  sj^te,  .that 
%h9H§k  k^  agi^d.  witl^  tb^.pr^iiSli^  me»> 
mte,  as  pn^  justified  bjr  the  i^cepaity  of 
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the  occasjop,  be  protested  a^inst  <t|a 
adoption  of.  the  principle  on  any  futura 
occasion,  unless  under  the  influence  of  a 
similar  necessity. 

The. Bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 


HOtJSE  OF  COMMONJ9. 

Frid'iy,  January  24.  ' 

Petition  op  the  Vauxhall  Bbidov 
CoMPAifT.]  A  Petition  of  the  Vauxhall 
Bridge  Company,  was  presented  and  read  j 
reciting  an  act  of  49  Geo.  3.  for  building 
a  bridge  across  the  River  Thames,  from  o^  ' 
near  Vauxhall  turnpike,  in  the  parish  of 
3aint  Mary  Lambeth,  in  the  county  of 
Surrey,  to  the  opposite  shore,  in  the  pa- 
rish of  Saint  John,  in  the  city  and  liberty 
of  Westminster  aad  county  of  Middlesex^ 
and  ibr  making.ponvenient  roads  thereto  ; 
and  setting  forth,  "  That  the  petitioners 
were,  by  the  said  ac|,  incorporated  and 
empowered  to  build  the  said  bridge  witb 
stone,  and  to  make  a  new  road  to  pass 
from  the  foot  thereof  in  a  line  across  tb# 
west  of  Tothill  fields  to  a  point  specified 
in  the  plan  therein  referred  to,  opposite  to 
and  about  500  ieet  to  the  eastward  of 
the  bridge,  called  the  Two  JFoot  Bridge]^ 
and  from  thence,  in  ,a  north-westerly  di- 
rection, across  the  great  ^common  sewer  ta 
the  southeastern  boundary  of«arl.Gros- 
vengr's  estate,  in  the  occupation  of  the 
governor  and  4:ompany  of  the  Chelsea 
waterworks,  and  from  thence  in  a  norther- 
ly direction  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  said 
boundary,  to  the  north-east  cocner  of  thf 
said  estate,  and  from  thence  to  Eaton 
street ;  and  also  a  road  from  the  foot  of  the 
said  bridge  to  the  turnpike  road  leading  tp 
and  near  Vauxhall  turbpike,in  the  parish  o^ 
Saint  Mary  Lambeth,  in  the  county  of  Sud> 
rey,  and^certain  other  roads  therein  des- 
cribed :  and  that  the  Petitioners  were  by 
the  said  act  empowered  to  raise  amongst 
^themselves  any  sum  notexceeding  200,000^1 
in  shares  of  lOQi.  each,  but,  in  case  the  same 
should  be  found  insufiici^nt,  they  were  au- 
thorized to  raise  any  further  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding 100,000/.  in  manner  .therein  menti- 
oned; and  that  the  estimate  for  building  of 
the  said  bridge  withston^  makuig^^  road^^ 
and  completing  the  undertaking*  ap90Mn{s 
to  upwards,  of  300,000/. ;  and  that  15^ 
shares  only  have  been  taken  or  disposed  of; 
70  of  which  have  been  declared  torfeite^, 
and  thp  remainder,  if  all  paid,  inciudii^ 
the  soffit  afivai^ccid  09  the  said  f9rf(?iii^ 
sh^e*i  iviUprodttce.no  0^1^  than  l^ifiK4» 
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or  thereabouts ;  and  that  the  Petitioners, 
owing,  in  a  gre^t  measare,  to  the  pecuni- 
ary difficulties  of  the  times,  and  the  con- 
sequent depreciation  of  all  property* of 
this  description/ ha?e  not  been  abie  to 
dispose  of  any  further  shares  in  the  said 
undertaking,  and  calls  ha? e  been  made  on 
account  of  the  shares  so  taken  or  disposed 
of,  which  ha?e  produced  the  sum  of 
101,200/.,  or  thereabouts;  and  th^t,  the 
Petitioners  have  invested  the  sum  of 
30,000/.  in  the  purchase  of  stock  in  the 
names  of  trustees,  as  directed  by  the 
said  .act,  and  have  built  and  erected 
the  abutment  on  the-  north  side  of  the 
river,  and  have  erected  a  steam-engine, 
workshops,  and  other  buildings,  dug  the 
foundation  of  a  second  pier,  and  completed 
other  parts  of  the  undertaking,  and  have 
also  purchased  considerable  quantities  of 
stone,  timber,  and  other  materials,  the 
ffreater  part  of  wfaieh  remain  unapplied, 
in  doing  which,  with  other  incidental 
charges,  and  including  the  preliminary 
exp^nces  of  sin-yeys,  and  obtaining  the  act, 
which  amounted  to  about  6,000/.,  they 
have  expended  the  sum  of  79,000/.  or 
thereabouts;  and  that  there  now  remains 
to  be  called  for  upon  the  shares  so  taken 
and  disposed -of  the  sum  of  58,000/.,  or 
thereabouts,  including  the  arrears  due  on 
calls ;  and  that  the  Petitioners,  under  the 
circumstances  stated,  did  some  time  ago 
suspend  the  proceeding  with  the  said  un- 
dertaking, being  apprehensive  that,  when 
the  calls  upon  the  shares  already  disposed 
of  were  made,  they  would  not  be  able  to 
raise,  under  the  powers  contained  in  the 
said  act,  such  a  further  sum  of  money  as 
would  be  requisite  to  complete  a  bridge  to 
to  be  built  with  stone,  as  mentioned  in  the 
said  act,  and  the  roads  and  other  necessa- 
ry works  thereto  ;  and  that,  if  the  Petiti- 
oners, in  building  certain  parts  of  the  said 
bridge  were  authorized- to  substitute  iron, 
limber,  and  other  materials  for  stone,  they 
would  be  enabled  to  complete  the  same  at 
a  much  less  expence,  and  considerably 
within  the  sum  authorized  to  be  taken 
and  subscribed  for  uqder  the  said  act; 
and  that  the  Petitioners,  in  proceeding  to 
put  the  act  into  execution,  find  that  it 
will  be  convenient  that  the  first  mentioned 
line  of  road,  passing  from  the  foot  of  the 
it^d  bridge  across  Tothill  fields  to  £aton 
street,  should  be  varied,  by  making  that 
part  thereof  beginning  at  the  foot  of  the 
laid  bridge  abont  100  vards  to  the  east- 
ward of  the  scite  as  laid  down  in  the  plan 
referred  to  by  the  said  aet,  and  coDtinaiog 
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the  same  in  a  straight  line  across  Tothill. 
fields,  through  the  scite  of  certain  build- 
ings called  the  Pest  houses,  crossing  the 
old  line  of  road  at  the  east  end  of  the 
Willow  Walk,  and  continuing  in  a  straight 
line  to  a  garden  in  the  possession  of 
Thomas  Cork,  where  it  enters  again  into 
the  old  line  of  road;  and  also  that  the 
line  of  the  said  road  leading  from  the- foot 
of  the  said  bridge  to  nearVauxhall  turn-' 
pike,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  should  be 
varied,  by  passing  from  the  end  of  the 
said  bridge  in  a  straight  line  through  a 
part  of  Cumberland  gardens,  to  the  Vaox-- 
hall  turnpike  road,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
said  turnpike;  and  it  is  requisite  thatsome 
of  the  powers  of  the  said  act  should  be  alter- 
ed and  enlarged,  and  further  powers  grant«^' 
ed  ;  and  praying,  that  leave  niay  be  given 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  same/' — Ordered 
to  be  referred  to  a  committee.         '.         ' 

London  Victuallers*  Petition  xb- 
SPECTING  Pewter  Pots.]  A  Petition  of 
the  Licensed  Victuallers,  Publicans,  within 
the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster  and 
its  environs,  was  presented  and  read  ; 
setting  forth,  *'  That  the  Petitioners  form 
a  very  extensive  body,  and  are  the  me* 
dium  of  contributing  greatly  to  the  annual 
public  revenue  :  and  that,  from  long 
usage,  they  have  been  undeir  the  neces- 
sity of  furnishing  the  public  with  lieer 
in  pewter  pots,  in  which  article  a  consider- 
able portion  of  theiir  property  is  employ- 
ed ;  and  that,  from  the  manner  in  which 
(partly  unavoidable,  bat  principally  from 
the  inattention  of  servants  and  lodgers) 
their  said  property  is  continually  ex- 
posed to  the  temptations  of  the  needy 
and  the  prey  of  the  vicious  ;  and  that  the 
Petitioners  found  that  the  depredators 
of  their  property  consisted  of  the  most 
miserable  and  pitiable  objects,  and  many 
very  young;  and  the  Petitioners  some 
time  ago  associated  themselves  for  the 
purpose  of  prosecuting  such  offenders, 
and  they  prosecuted  several  to  conviction, 
but  the  punishment  (doubtless  from  mo* 
tives  of  numanity )  have  been  in  most  in- 
stances slight,  and  in  all  very  inefficient,  as 
these  offences  still  constitute  some  con- 
siderable part  of  the  business  of  the  ses* 
sions ;  and  that  any  measure  undertaken 
by  the  Petitioners  to  prevent  the  conse- 
quences stated,  by  sobstituting  any  other 
mode  of  accommodating  the  public,  ia 
entirely  hopeless  (Such  plan  having  failed 
some  years  ago),  and  must  ever  dok'  so» 
from  th«  coQtinutl  change  in  the  trade 
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CreaUng  a  competition  that  nolhing  short 
of  legislatiTe  interference  can  coomeract, 

-  to  as  to  carry  into  efiect  any  such 
measure,  if  proposed  again  ;  and  that 
proofs  are  ready  to  be  produced  by  the 
Petitioners,  of  loss  to  the  enormous  amount 
of  from  70,000/.  to  80,000/.  per  annum ; 
therefore  they  trust  that  the  House  will 
consider  their  situation  claiming,  as  a  class 
of  men  affording  accommodation  to  the 
public  and  the  army,  and  as  the  means  of 
contributing  much  to  the  facility  of  bu* 
siness  and  the  comfort  of  society ;  and 
farther/ the  Petitioners  are  anxious  to  re- 
present U>  the  House,  that  the  present 
mode  of  sending  out  pewter  pots,  forms  of 
itself  a  nursery  for  the  various  depredators 
of  the  metropolis,  inasmuch  as  it  affords 
a  constant  supply  in  the  absence  of  more 
extended  prey,  thereby  enabling  them  to 
take  advantage  of  any  opportunity  to 
plunder  ;  and,  when  the  extent  of  loss  is 
considered,  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
'  from  this  cause  alone  has  arisen  many  of 
those  atrocities  of  late  (more  than  ever 
committed)  to  the  great  terror  and  an- 
noyance of  his  majesty's  subjects ;  the 
prevention  also  of  the  nuisance  (particu- 
larly on  the  Sabbath)  of  the  calling  out  for 
and  collecttiig  pots,  the  Petitioners  humbly 
conceive  will  be  a  desirable  object  with  the 
community  at  large  ;  and  that  the  Peti- 
tioners have  been  informed  that  it  is  in- 
tended to  make  some  regulations  respect- 
ing the  police  of  the  said  cities  ;  they 
therefore  hope  that  some  clause  or  provi- 
sion may  be  introduced  in  such  Bill  for 

,  the  protection  of  their  proper-^y,  by  re- 
straining all  publicans,  under  heavy  pe- 
nalties, from  sending  out  from  their  houses 
any  pewter  or  other  pots ;  and  that  they 
may  be  permitted  to  aftbrd  the  public  an 
e^ual  accommodation  by  vending  'their 
commodity  without 'the  use  of  pewter 
pots  (excepting  such  as  are  necessary  for 
the  purpose*  of  measuring  their  beer  to 
their  customers),  which  they  are  prepared 
to  prove  to  the  House  may  be  effected 
without  difficulty  or  inconvenience  to  the 
poblic/' 

Ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  state  of  the  Nightly  Watch  and 
Police  of  the  Metropolis. 

PETITION    OF    Mr.    CoftT     RESPECTING 

flia  Patent  for  Working  Iron.]  A  Pe* 
tition  of  Coningsby  Cort,  eldest  son  of  the 
late  Mr.  Henry  Cort,  of  Gosport,  Iron 
Manufacturer,  on  behalf  of  the  Petitioner 
and  family  of  the  said  Henry  Cort,  con* 
1 


sisting  of  a  widow  and  nine  other  children; 
was  presented  to  the  House  ;  setting  forth, 
"That  in  the  years  178S  and  1784, two 
respective  patents  were  granted  by  his 
present  Majesty  to  the  Petitioner's  late 
father ;  the  one,  for  a  new  and  improved 
method  of  making  iron  in  a  reverb^ratory 
or  air  furnace,  heated  by  common  raw  pit 
coal ;  and  the  other,  for  manufacturing 
the  iron  when  malleable  into  bars«  bolts, 
and  a  yariety  of  other  uses,  by  passing  ii 
in  a  welding  heat  through  rollers,  with 
grooves  accurately  formed,  instead  of  work- 
ing it  under  forge  hammers ;  a  process 
never  before  adopted  or  brought  to  per- 
fection, and  now  in  general  use  ;  and  that 
the  Petitioner's  father  expended  the  whole 
of  his  private  fortune  in  bringing  the  said 
discoveries  to  perfection,  and  endeavour* 
ing  to  establish  the  means  of  availing  him- 
self of  the  benefit  of  his  patents  ;'and  that 
various  onforseen  misfortunes,  arising  from 
the  failure  of  the  funds  of  the  Petitioner's 
father,  prevented  him  reaping  the  benefit 
of  his  discoveries,  and  in  the  mean  time 
the  period  of  his  patents  expired,  and  the 
process  had  come  into  general  use,  ini 
the  Petitioner's  father  was  wholly  depriv* 
ed  of  the  means  of  participating  in  the 
benefits  of  his  discoveries  so  valuable  to 
the  public,  and  advantageous  to  all  those 
engaged  in  the  trade ;  and  that  the  patent 
method  is  not  only  universally  adopted 
throughout  Great  Britain,  but^  from  its 
immense  and  progressive  increase  of  late 
years,  has  been  the  means  of  rendering 
the  nation  in  this  most  important  branch 
of  commerce  independent  of  all  foreign 
countries,  whereby  very  large  sums,  for- 
merly paid  to  Russia  and  Sweden  at  their 
ports  of  exportations,  and  which  from  th^ 
late  vast  augmentation  of  demand  in -this 
article  of  trade  would  be  greatly  increas- 
ed, are  saved,  and  iron  is  now  made  in 
this  country,  fit  for  the  use  of  his  Majesty's 
navy,  equal  in  body  strength  and  tough- 
ness to  the  first  sort  of  Swedish  Oregrounds 
iron,  and  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  it^ 
could  be  obtained  by  importation  ;  and 
that  it  is  now  compated-and  admitted  by 
the  trade^  that  there  is  about  250,000  tons 
of  wrought  iron  manufactmred  accordinsr 
to  the  principles  of  the  patent  method,  of 
the  Petitioner's  fiither ;  and  that  about 
150,000  tons  of  iron,  part  of  the  above 
quantity,  are  rolled  into  bars,  upon  the 
exact  and  precise  principle  laid  down  in 
the  specification  of  the  patent  granted  to 
the  Petitioner's  fttther,  without  any  ma- 
terial or  practical  deviation  whateter ;  an^ 
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prayings  that,  as  the  facts  h^r^ia  amted 
cao  be  fully  eslaWisbcd  by  various  au- 
thentic dpcun^intsi^ad  reports  of  the  navy 
hwi,  and  which  are  n6i4y  to  be  pro- 
duced before  the  House,  and  aUo  on  the 
authority  of  the  mpst  respectable  cha- 
racters, some  of  whom  ar^  i»Qw  holding 
high  olhcial  situations  under  governnQent, 
and  most  decisive  and  unquestionable  oral 
evidence,  that  the  House  will,  on  a  due 
investigation  of  their  case,  condescend  to 
deem  the  fanjily  of  the  Petitioner's  father 
objecU  not  undeserving  of  some  parlia- 
menury  remuneration;  and  they  paost 
humbly  implore  the  House,  that  they  may 
be  allowed  to  prove  the  above  £itcts  in  sup- 
port of  the  Petition,  and  that  such  relief 
may  be  given  as  to  the  House  shall  seem 
meet" — Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  January  27. 
Committee  appointed  on  Public  Ex* 
Vjuiditure*]  Mr.  Bankes  conceiving  that 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  the  mo- 
lion,  without  making  any  obj^ervation 
moved,  "  That  a  Committee  be  appointjed 
to  examine  and  consider  what  regulations 
andjchecks  have  been  established  in  order 
to  controul  the  several  branches  of   the 

5'ublic  Expenditure  in  Great  Britain  and 
reland,  and  how  far  the  same  have  been 
effectual ;  and  what  further  measures  can 
be  adopted  for  reducing  any  part  of  the 
said  expenditure,  or  diminishing  the 
amount  of  salaries  and  emoluments,  with- 
out detriment  to  the  public  service.''  And 
a  Committee  was  appointed  accordingly. 

Committee  appointed  on  Sinecure 
Offices.]  Mr.  Bankes  next  moved,  "That 
a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider what  offices  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  in  the  foreign  dominions  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, come  withm  the  purview  of  the  2d, 
3d,  and  4th  Resolutions  which,  upon  the 
51st  day. of  May  1810,  were  reported 
from  tljie  Commiitee  pn  Public  Expepdi- 
ture;  and  that  they,  do  report  their  opi- 
nion thereupon  to  the  House,''  and  a 
Committee  was  appointed  accordingly. 

King's  Household  Bill.]  The  order 
of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  House  to 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of .  the 
whole  House,  upon  the  Bill  for  making 
provision  for  the  better  support  apd  ar- 
rangement of  his  Majesty  8  Households 
and  for  the  care  of  his  MsjesVy's  real  and 
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personal  property  during  Ae  continuance 
of  his  Majesty's  indisposition;  it  was 
ordered,  on  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  That  it  be  an  instruct 
tion  to  th^  Committeei,  that  they  hav« 
power  to  divide  the  Bill  ^nto  two  bills,  if 
they  think  fit^  pn  tl)e  motion^  that  th^ 
Speaker  do  leave  the. chair,  t 

Mr.*  Tiem(y  rose,  and  expressed  himsfelf 
extremely  s^nxious,  that  what  he  ,shoul4 
say  on  t^is  occasion  might  not  he  miscon* 
ceived  or  misrepresented.     Tl^e  subject 
was  one  of   much  delicacy,  apd  at  the 
s^me  time  of  so  great  impprtance,  that 
while  they  inquired  into  it,  en  one  haodj 
^ith  tenderness  and  respect,  ihe}^  ought, 
on  the  other  side,  to  be  allowed  full  an4 
complete    opportunity  of   understanding 
what  they  were  doing,  and  this  was  thf( 
more  necessary  for  him  to  insis^  upon,  as 
be  was  sure  there  vvere .  many  gef>ttemeii 
who,  neither  from  a  perusal,  of  the  Bil)^ 
of  thiQ  papers  on  the  table,  or  of  all  th^ 
information  thf  y  had  before  them',  could 
be  aware  of  the  extent  to  which  the  mea* 
sure  went.     Rising  as  he  did  at  this  ^O" 
ment,  it  might  be  supposed  ih^t  he  would 
go  jnto  the  giinutise,.  aod.finsiiver  the  y9r 
riety  of  statements  conuined  in  the  papers 
produced  ;   but  the  contrary  was  bis  idt 
tention,  for  he  could  see  no  good  purpose 
that  co^ld  be  answered,  and  no  real  utility 
that  could  be  produced  by  an  inveftigur 
tioin,prdQtached.  papers  and  figures.  From 
all  these  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  mak# 
up  his  mind  on  ^he  question,  and  when  h# 
could  not  see  his  own  way,  it  was  not  hi« 
di^sign  to  call  on  other  gentlemen  to  foU 
Iqw^  IV  i^qurse,  in  which  he  could  not  h^ 
their  guide.     In  saying  this,  it  was  far 
from  his  intention  to  iqsipuate  tjb^t  ther« 
had  been  any  backwardness  or  unwillingr 
ness  in  the  right  hon.  the  Chancfllofi^of 
the  Exchequer  to  prpduce  all  the  inforin% 
tion  called  for.     The  papers  were  oa  th^ 
t^ble,  and  for  aught  he  kpew  they  wer« 
correct  and  fair  ;   but  then  they  djd  not 
afford  the  inforipation  desired  ;   they  only 
gave  a  comparative  statement  of  the  exr 
penditure  on  ihe  Civil  List  for  a  few  yoM^ 
while  he  wanted  to  kqov^,  vvhether  in  any 
of  these  years  it  was  po^ible  to.  hay# 
made  a  retrenchment  ?   And  this  %ppeare4 
to  him  to  be  thie  more  necessary  to  be 
ascertained,  as  that  expenditure,  from  Itlm 
year  1804-,  had  proceeded  upop  estimates 
and  that. estimate  had  been  , greatly  exr 
ceeded.  Tbe.expenceof  the  Lord  Steward.** 
depiiM'tmenttfor  instance,  instead  of  0;^,UOO(. 
a  year,.at.wbich  it  had  b^en  calculated  ia 
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}S04,  the  next  year  rote  to'Si^OOO/.  Ifc 
was  ike  existence  of  such  facts  as  these^ 
tbftt  indaced  him  to  call  on  the  Honse,  to 
examine  the  matter  in  detail  before  they 
agreed  to  a  new  and  permanent  armng^* 
Anent:  and  for  this  purpose  it  \^8  bis  Opi- 
nion that  a  Committee  above  staire  should' 
be  appointed,  instead  of  proceeding  in 
l%e  blind  and  uninformed  way  they 
#ere  how,  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
opposite,  advised  to  pursue.  The  House 
odght  nbt  to  be  contented  with  the  mere 
information  given  by  ministers,  they  ought 
to  iuqtiire  into  the  subject  themselves.  Not 
that  he  meant  to  throw  any  imputation  on 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  who 
liad  freely  given  an  account  of  the  ex* 
^nditare  of  the  Civil  List,  which,  as  far 
as  ibe  figures  went,  he  had  no  doubt  was 
correct ;  but  it  afibrded^no  insight  into  the 
litete  4>C  the  vouchers,  why  they  bad  aug- 
ikented  in 'amount,  and  how  the  money 
had  been  called  for;  and  without  this  it 
^niM  of  little  or  no  consequence  to  the 
Rouse  to  know,  that  instead  of  the  esti> 
niatbd  YOfiOOL  theexpence  of  foreign 
ministers  had  atnounted  to  83,000/.  for 
histance,  if  they  could  not  at'  the  same 
time  ascertain  why  this  was  so,  amd  #hai 
Were  the  circuihstances  which  demanded 
BO  great  an  increase.  He  might  also'c^r 
Amilarr  obierVations  respecting  the  Lord 
Chamberlain's  department,  but  it  was  un- 
necessary to  enter  into  these  partial  de- 
tails, when  they^  were  of  necessUy  shut 
out  from  a  comprehensive  and  general  view 
of  the  question,  in  all  Its  bearings  and 
branches.  His  object  was,  that  every 
thing  belonging  to  the  Civil  List  might  be 
put  on  a  footing  honourable  to  the  crbwn, 
ind  consistent  with  its  dignity  and  splen- 
dour ;  at  the  same  time  that  every  thing 
should  foe  open  to  the  public,  wnose  in- 
terest ought  to  be  consulted  in  any  ar- 
rangements about  to  be  made.  Althpugh 
h  this  sense  he  was  an  advocate  for  the 
Strictest  practical  economy,  yet  he  begged 
it  ta  be  understood,  that  there  was  not  a 
man  in  the  country  who  would  less  enter- 
fain  a  wish  td  abridge,  in  the  slightest 
<legree,  either  the  pomp  or  splendour 
of  royalty.  But,  in  hi^  mind,  the  expen- 
tiiute  might  be  tnade  much  more  palata- 
ble to  the  public,  without  being  made  less 
IK  amount ;  and  it  was  more  to  thft 
af6de  in  which  the  business  was  con- 
Aieted,  than  to^  any  6bje(Hion  which  from 
1^  present  information,  he  could  have  to 
Hs  extent,  that  he  was,  in  every  point  of 
tonsideration^  decidedly  adverse.  On  this 
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ground  it  was  that  he  apposed  the  motion 
lor  the  Speaker's  now  leaving  the  chair. 
He  wished  to  have  a  distant  day  fixed  fbr 
that,  as  the  matter  now  stood ;  and  he 
i  would  have  opposed  the  motion  alioge* 
ther,  as  he  thought  the  bill  ought  not  at 
all  to  be  entertained,  but  from  a  consideni'* 
tion  of  its  proposed  purpose,  to  provldu 
for  the  comfort  and  mainttoarice  of  tb^ 
monarch  in  his  distressed  condition.  It 
purported  to  make  a  provision  fbr  hi;  Ma- 
jesty in  his  illness,  aind  he  Would  hot,  by 
opposing  it  altogether,  expose  hMi^lf  td 
AkiSC6UfttructiMT;  but  his  opinion  of  th« 
measui^e  was  fixed;  and  thbugh  he  might 
not  deem  it  e3lrpedient,fr0mf  the  cir<^um-^ 
stance^  be  had  tioticed,  to  go  to  the  length 
he  should  otherwise  have  been  inclined  t6 
go,  yet  neither  Wo6ld  he  bring  himself  to 
^cquiesc^  in  a  measure  Vhich  seemed  every 
way  so  prejudicial  to  ^e  Interest  of  the 
state.  Atid  hcsre  he  could  not  help  calling 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  one  part  of 
the  Bill,  which  he  knew  not  by  whatmeans^ 
had  crept  into  it,  as  it  made  no  part  6f  the 
insthidions  to  those  applointed  fo  frame  it 
He  alluded  to  that  part  relating  to  his  Ma« 
jeWy's  Private  Property.  On  this  subject 
he  found  hitnself  m  great  difficulty,  and 
was  not  ftwkre  of  any  arguknent  that  could 
shcfw  the' propriety  of  legislating  upon  it; 
He  would  say  nothing  of  the  amount  to 
i^hich,  on  the  accumulation  of  many  y^ars^ 
it  must  have  risen,  biU  he  might  state  that 
he  could  not,  nor  did  ne  believe  any  gen- 
tleman who  heard  him  could  come  to'a 
deterniination  thus  incidentally  to  bestow 
upon  it  legislative  recognition.  The  Bill 
called  on  th^tai'to  appoint  three  commis- 
sioners to  superintend  this  fond,  out  of 
which  they  were  to 'be  paid  1,000/.  per 
annum  each,  and  the  House  might  readily 
form  an  idea  of  what  that  sum  must  be 
which  cduld  afford  so  large  a  proportion 
for  the  mere  auditing.  He  should  be  the 
last  man  in  the  House  to  hurt  the  feelings 
of  the  royal  family,  but,  as  a  member  of 
parliament,  he  must  protest  against  their 
recognizing  this  fond,  uninformed  as  they 
were  as  to  its  amount  and  nature.  He 
must  also  protest  against  the  oath  intended 
to  be  administered  to  these  commissioners^ 
by  which  they  would  be  bound  neter  to 
betray  the  "  secrets  of  the  prison  house." 
By  this  means,  if  any  part  of  this  fund^ 
which  he*  did  not  mean  to  say  was  the 
case,^f  any  part  of  it  should  have  arisen 
from  sources  not  intended  to  have  consti- 
tuted private  (property,  or  to  have  been . 
employed  for  private  purposes^  then  par- 
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liament  would  be  excloded  from  the  pos* 
tibility  of  ascertaining- the  fact,  and  con- 
sequently froip  applying  a  remedy  to  the 
evil.  In  discussing  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject iie.  was  cdtiscious  of  the  delicacy  of 
his  situation,  and  that  he  was  speaking  of 
things  not  ordinarily  within  the  view  of 

fiariiament;  that  he  was  consequently 
iable  to  misinterpretation,  and  in .  some 
quarters,  of  wilful  misinterpretation  ;  he 
therefore  wished  that  those  royal  person- 
ages most  interested  were  present  in  the 
House  tp  hear  his  sentiments.  He  was 
anxious  that  every  syllable  he  uttered 
should  be  dealt  out  with  becoming  respect 
to  the  monarch  and  those  neanest  con- 
cerned, but  at  the  same  time  be  could  not 
consent  to  give  more  than  was  consistent 
with  the  circumstances  and  honour  of  the 
country.  With  this  impression,  he  hoped 
the  House  would  allow  him  to  go  rather 
more  into  detail  than  he  otherwise  should 
have  gone ;  and  he  should  not  have  done 
so,  were  it  not  a  question  of  the  greatest 
importance  in  every  point  of  view. — ^The 
Bill  professed  to  be  "  a  Bill  for  making 
provision  for  the  better  support  and  ar- 
rangement of  his  Majesty's  household,  and 
for  the  care  of  his  Majesty's  real  and  per* 
sonal  property  during  the  oontinuaooe  of 
his  Majesty's  indisposition."  Now,  the 
House  would  consiaer  the  circumstances 
tinder  which  the  Bill  so  framed  came  for 
discussion.  An  act  passed  for  settling  the 
regency  for  1 2  moflths  under  certain  re- 
strictions, which  act  had  very  nearly  ex- 
pired. The  restrictions  contained  in  that 
act  were  such  as  the  prince  of  Wales  felt 
were  not  only  painful,  but  injurious  and 
insultinff  to  the  character  of  his  royal  higlu 
ness.  l|ince  the  passing  of  that  act  op  to 
the  present  moment,  his  royal  highness 
bad  conducted  himself  in  such  a  manner, 
as  not  only  to  call  forth  the  admiration  of 
the  country,  but .  also  to  remove  any  sus- 
picion, (if  any  man  bad  suspicion  lurking 
in  his  mind  at  the  time  the  act  passed), 
that  his  future  concluct  wouM^  not  be  re- 
gulated in  the  same  manner.  The  whole 
of  his  royal  highness's  conduct  had  been 
directed  by  attention,  to  the  comforts  of 
his  royal  father,  and  whicli  had  on  all  oc- 
casions done  credit  to  himself,  and  would 
give  the  lie  direct  to  any  insinuations  to 
the  contrary.  There  was  nothing  in  his 
royal  highness's  past  conduct  that  could 
lead  him  to  a  suspicion  that  if  he  was  cloth- 
ed with  full  powers  he  would  abuse  those 
powers.  What  was  the  return  which  his 
royal  highness  bad  met  with  ?  By  this  new 
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Bill  he  was  to  be  treated  as  a  penon  not 
fit  to  be  trusted — as  if  >  he  had  not  atoned 
for  any  supposed  or  imaginary  errors  hf 
the:  rectitude  of  his  coadoct,  and  cohse- 
quently  had  not  wiped  off  that  dark  dis- 
trust which  bad  dictated  the  measure  13 
months  since.   (Hear,  hear,  from  the  mi* 
nisterial    benches,  accompanied   with   • 
smile  !)  The  right  hon.  gentlemen  seemed 
amused  with  these  opinions,  but  he  did 
not  see  much  of  comicality  in  them,  aad 
he  would  endeavour  to  convince  the  right 
hon.  gentlemen  so.    In  considering  the 
act,  he  must  make  two  assumptions.  In  the 
first  place,  that  it  would  in  substance  place 
his  royal  highness  on  the  throne  perm*-* 
neatly,  (in  the  event  that  what  all  desired 
did  not  fortunately  happen)  and  that  i4 
woiltd  make^  such  arrangements  that  his 
Majesty  might,  if  happily  he  could,  re- 
sume the  royal  authority.    Secondly,  that 
^is  royal  highness  ceaaed  to  be  prince  of 
Wales  on  that  assumption,  and  of  course 
whatever  was  vetted  in  him  as  pr'mce  of 
Wales,  was. at  an  end  also;  that  was  to 
say,  the  executive  government  would  be 
entirely  in  him.-    But  the  principles  whtclc 
be  had  assumed  would  be  violated  by  this 
Bill ;  for  U«t  year  the  country  only  re* 
cognised  one   Court.— Parliament  were 
now  called  upon  to  establish  two  courts* 
With  respect   to  the  establishments  off 
these  courts,  many  gentlemen  who  had  not 
heard  the  speech  of  the  right  lion,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  detailing 
the  plan,  would  be  totally  in  the  dark.    It 
was  proposed  to  vote  70,000/.  per  annum 
in  addition,  and  to  make  his  royal  high- 
ness a  present  of  100,000/.     Now  when 
he  asked  for  explanation  on  this  sub- 
ject, how  was  he  answered?    Why,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  as  he  understood 
the  plan,  had  stated  it  to  be  this :     His 
Majesty  had  a  civil  list  revenue  of  960,000/.' 
(putting  out  of  the  question  the  revenues 
arising  firom  the  duchies  of  CornawU  and 
Lancaster) ;   out    of   that    list    he    paid 
60,060/.  to  the  prince  of  Wales ;  he  there- 
fore had  at  his  disposal  an  available  in- 
come of  about  900,000/.     Of  that  sum  it 
was  proposed  to  take  170,000/.  namely, 
100/)00/.    for    his  Majesty's   household, 
60,000/.  for  his  privy  purse,  and  10^000/. 
for  her  Majesty's  additional  expenditure* 
This  gross  sum  of  170,000/.  deducted  from 
the  900,000/.  would  leave  a  clear  income 
of  730,000/.     This  was  one  side  of  the 
question.      On  the  other  it  was  proposed 
to  add  the  sum  of  70,000/.  which  would 
bring  it  to  800,000/.  to  which  mwit  be 
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added  ako,  SOfiOOL  to  be  given  to  his 
royal  biglroeu  as  prince  of  Wales,  mak* 
ing  in  the  whole  850,000/.  leering  the 
ctri)  list  revenoe  in  the  hands  of  hit  royal 
bighness»  50fiOOl;  lest  than  what  bis  royal 
father  enjoyed.  Now,  whether  the  sum 
■o  proposed  to  be  giTen  was  more  or 
leu  than  enough  to  maintain  the  dignity 
of  the  sorereign,  he  was  not  at  present 
prepared  to  say,  and  therefore  it  was 
necessary  the  Honse  should  be  informed. 
It  had  been  suted,  too/  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  that  his  Royal 
Highness  would  defray  the  expence  of 
the  Windsor  establishment  when  there, 
out  of  the  rerenoe  thus  appropriated  for 
~  this  purpose;  bat  with  respect  to  Carleen 
House,  there  was  no  precise  information 
given  :  and  he  had  only  to  obser? e,  that 
the  prospect  held  out  to  the  country 
was  likely  to  be  falsified  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Estimates  of  1804  had  been. 
There  were  170,000/..  uken  from  the  civil 
list  and  120,000/.  added  to  it;  but  then 
they  were  also  to  recollect  that  the  Prince 
i>f  Wales  enjoyed  an  exchequer  income 
beyond  what  was  appropriated  to  the 
oi^iNist,  of  70>000/.  which;  on  the  whole, 
made  his  income  20,000/.  a  year  more 
than  that  enjoved  by  his  Majesty.  But 
this  was  not  alL  This  suin  was  to  form 
a  fond,  over  which  parliament  was  to 
bare  no  controul.  He  did  not  doobt  that 
it  woald,  by  the  Prince  Regent,  be  appli* 
ed  most  honourably  and  properly ;  but, 
as  a  member  of  parliament,  he  must  de- 
clare it  to  be  a  monstrous  proposition, 
chat  the  person  entrusted  with  the  royal 
Ibnctions  should  hare  a  innd  of  70,000/. 
nncoDtroUed  by  parliament,  and  only 
appearing  in  a  parenthesis  in  the  speech 
m  the  minister.  This  alone  was,  in  his 
opinion,  ^  sufficient  objection  to  the  bill ; 
.mt  (here  were  many  others.  Her  Ma- 
jesty was  appointed  to  the  control  of  the 
king^A  hotraehold,  with  170,000/.  a  year 
as  one  civil  list,  uid  another  civil  list  was 
granted  to  the  Pruice  Regent.  By  this 
plan  two  privy  purses  were  established. 
Tbe  Prince  oip  Wales,  indeed,  as  ad- 
ministering the  royal  authority,  was  cer- 
tainly entitled  to  that  appendage  to  roy- 
alty ;  b«t  he  could  see  no  reason  for  the 
aame  being  continued  to  the  King  in  his 
^tirement.  Would  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  tell  him, 
which  of  the  two  came  under  Mr.  Burke's 
bill  ?  bow  were  the  charges  on  the  privy 
perse  to  stand }  Were  they  to  remain  on 
that  lefi^with  the  Qtieen  for  his  Majesty, 
(VOL,  XXI.) 
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or  be  transferred  to  that  which  accom- 
panied the  Regent  ?    If  not  so  transfierred 
the  Regent  would  have  130,000/.  not  un* 
der  parliamentary  control ;  emd  if  they . 
were,  her  Msjesty  would  have  70,000/* 
a  year  to  pi^y  physicians,  and  the  surplus 
would  go  to  ^he  augmentation  of  that 
private  property,  the  amount  of  which  ' 
they  hrid  no  means  of  ascertaining,  hut 
which  must  already  be  enormous.    The 
consequence  was,  that  the  privy  purse, 
instead  of    belonging   to    the   office   of 
king,  came  to  belong  to  the  man,  which 
was  a  complete  perversion  of  its  meaning 
and  intention.    Would  the  House,  then, 
act  honourably  towards  the  country  if 
they  agreed  to  this  vote  of  money,  ap- 
parently to  augment  a  iimd  already  abun- 
dantly too    large?     He  could  not  think' 
that  even  35,000/.  could  be   expended 
annually  on  physicians ;  but  if  twice  that 
sum  were  necessary,  let  it  be  shewn,  and 
he  was  ready  to  vote  it ;    but  he  never 
would  consent  to  recognize  a  privy  purse 
te  the  king  as  a  man,  which  was  wisely 
given  to  him  by  parliament,  as  connected 
with  the  office  of  the  kingly  government. 
This  also  formed  one  of  his  main  objec- 
tions to  the  measure.    The  bill,  he  was 
aware>    was  not  easily    comprehended; 
but  now,  when  gentlemen  must  see  to 
what  an  objectionable  ei^tent  it  went,  he 
put  it  to  the  House,  whether  they  could 
consent  to  pass  it,  before  they  had  every 
particle  of  information   connected    with 
it  before  them?    He  must  remind  them, 
that  in  what  they  were  now  doing  they 
must    consider    themselves    as    provid- 
ing for  a  new  reign  ;    and  could    they 
content  to  do  this  on  the  loose  and  im- 
perfect statements  of  which  they  were 
m  possession  ?  If  they  did,  they  ran  the 
risk  of  placing  the  Prince  Regent  in  a 
situation  attended  with  the  most  unplea- 
sant circumstances.    He  ouffht  to  ascend 
the    throne  with  the  confidence  of  th^ 
people;    and    could    this   be    the   case 
if  he  was  put   in  possession  of  a  fond 
which  no    king    before    ever    possess- 
ed?    The    right    hon.    gentleman    had 
said>  that  the  sum  of  70,000/.  was  to  . 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Prince  to 
tneet   certain    ensngements    of   honour. 
And  here  he  would  discharge  his  duty  and 
speak  out.     These  engagements  of  honoar 
must  mean  debts.*-they  could  mean  no- 
thing else;    every  roan  in  the  country 
knew  the  situation  of  his  royal  highness^ 
and  would  at  once  nnderstand  them  in  that 
light,  and  that  this  70,000/.  was  to  be  ap- 
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plied  in  gradually  liquidating  these  debts 
of  his  royal  highness.  This  was  the  sum 
and  substance  of  the  right  faon.  gentleman's 
statement  to  the  House,  that  on  the  faith 
of  the  income  of  120,000/.  his  royal  high- 
ness had  entered  into  certain  engagements 
of  honour.  If  these  enffagements  were 
sifted,  it  would  be  found  that  no  other  re* 
proach  could  attach  to  his  royal  highness 
on  account  of  them  than  a  want  of  atten- 
tion to  his  affairs,  negligence,  aind  perhaps 
some  degree  of  profusion.  He  should,  in 
his  oWh  opinion,  be  wanting  in  his  duty, 
if  he.did  not  say  to  the  House  that  they 
ought  to  meet  this  difficulty  fairly.  He 
did  not  mean  to  say  that  this  sum,  which 
was  now  proposed  to  be  left  to  the  uncon- 
trouled  disposal  of  the  Prince  Regent, 
should  be  assigned  to  commissioners  for 
the  liqtlidating  and  discharging  his  royal 
bighn^s's  debts.  This,  he  hoped  in  God, 
would  not  be  attempted  to  be  done,  though 
be  still  thought  it  better  than  to  vote  an 
uncontrouled  sum  to  the  Regent ;  but  be 
would  say  to  them.  If  you  wish  that  his 
royal  highness  should  possess  the  confi- 
dence and  allections  of  the  country,  4o  not 
leave  this  stain  upon  him.  He  would  say 
to  them,  if  you  are  really  as  liberal  as  you 
would  wish  to  be  thought,  pay  off  the 
debts  of  his  royal  highness  at  once.  While 
he  said  this,  be  knew  that  he  was  stating 
what,  to  many,  would  appear  a  yery  un- 
popular proposition,  but  caring  nothing  as 
to  Wh^t  construction  might  be  put  upon 
his  conduct,  or  whether  he  might  offend 
the  high,  or  ofiend  the  low,  he  would  say, 
that  the  Prince's  debts,  unless  it  could  be 
shewn  that  they  were  disgracefully  con- 
tracted, ought  to  be  paid  by  parliament, 
and  that  if  they  were  merely  the  fruit  of 
negligence  or  profusion,  as  he  was  con- 
vinced would  be  found  to  be  the  case 
whenever  they  were  investigated,  he  was 
ready  to  vote  for  their  payment.  He 
really  could  not  conceive  how  a  more  dis* 
graceful  line  of  conduct  could  be  adopted, 
than  to  embarrass  the  Prince  Regent  with 
the  discharge  of  a  debt,  the  nature  and 
extent  of  which  was  not  publicly  known. 
It  looked,  in  fact,  as  if  somethmg  mon- 
strous was  considered  to  exist  in  those 
debts,  which  could  not  be  avowed.  It 
was  well  known  that  his  Majesty,  having 
DO  resources  of  his  own,  had  the  debts  of 
the  Civil  List  paid  by  the  nation ;  and  the 
Prince,  while  he  had  separate  funds  of  his 
own,  was  no  doubt  to  be  called  upon  to 
discharge  his  own  debts ottt  of  those  funds; 
'  but  now,  when  he.  had  no  separate  funds. 
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hia  debts  ought  in  like  manner  to  bedis* 
charged  by  the  nation.  The  consequences 
of  this  conduct,  of  thus  placing  the  debts 
of  hir  royal  highness  in  this  alarming  and 
disadvantageous  point  of  view,  would  rea- 
dily, in  his  mind,  occur  to  every  one— de- 
prived of  this  controul  of  the  funds  destin- 
ed for  his  father,  and  bound  to  the  dis- 
charge of  engagements  of  honour,  to  whom, 
and  to  what  extent  no  man  could  tell.  In 
times  like  these,  was  it  not  highly  danger- 
ous to  the  throne,  that  it  should  be  so  ma- 
nacled and  fettered  ?  There  was  a  clause 
in  the  Bil I,  to  which  be  ^uld  briefly  advert. 
It  is  stated  that  since  1804,  the  charges 
of  the  Civil  List  have  exceeded  the  funds 
by  about  1^4,000/.  annually.  It  might 
turn  out  that  this  was  very  correct,  and 
that  this  excess  was  justifiable.  .  Perhaps, 
then,  his  royal  highness  would  soon  expe- 
rience something  like  the  embarrassments 
of  his  father.  How,  then,  would  he  be 
enabled  to  discharge  these  engagements  of 
honour  ?  It  was  proper  to  observe,  that 
the  Prince's  debts  had  never  yet  been  in 
any  manner  discharged  by  the  nation,  but 
had  hitherto  been  liquidated  out  of  his 
own  funds  up  to  the  last  two  years. — On 
all  these  grounds  he  was  desirous,  before 
he  came  to  a  decision,  of  bavins  a  f\ill  view 
of  every  particular  connected  with  this 
important  subject,  and  that  the  Prince  Re* 
gent  should  be  placed  on  the  throne  with 
a  mind  free  from  erobannssment,  that  he 
might  employ  it  in  the  great  public  duty 
imposed  on  him.  The  House  ought  to  see 
every  thing  arranged  and  established  on  a 
solid  footing,  and  at  the  same  time  so  libe- 
ral and  splendid)  as  to  be  equally  honour- 
able to  the  givers  and  to  the  receiver. 
But  he  objected  to  slurring  over  any  paK 
of  this  important  matter:  such  a  mode  of 
proceeding  was  neither  fit  for  royalty  or 
the  plain  dealing  of  that  House.  Why, 
then,  were  they  called  on  to  vote  by  piece- 
meal ?  Why  to  slur  over  the  provision 
which  they  would  necessarily  be '  called 
on,  and  ought  to  make  for  the  amiable 
Princessei^  who,  they  were  told,  would 
live,  when  in  town,  with  the  Regent,  and 
when  in  Uie  country  with  the  Queen.  Was 
this  a  treatment  fitting  the  age  and  cha- 
racter of  these  princesses  ?  The  House 
ought  at  once  to  make  a  suitable  provisioa 
for  them.  It  was  well  known  that  in  1 804,  . 
20,000/.  was  allowed  to  the  Queen  on  ac- 
count of  the  encreased  expences  to  which 
she  was  exposed  on  th^ir  account. — Bat 
the  whole  of  the  present  proceedings  car- 
ried suspicion  on  the  face  of  them.    It  wai 
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etident  that  there  was  every  dispositioD 
to  liberality  in  the  Hootc  a  disposition  to 
do  e?ery  thing  becoming  the  ^splendour 
and  dignity  of  the  throne  and  the  royal 
famiiy.  Why,  then,  did  not  the  right 
bon.  gentlenuui  come  forward  at  once, 
and  take  from  the  country  what  every 
man  was  ready  to  give,  provided  it  was 
not  greater  tbim  the  fiinds  an4  exigencies 
of  the  country  would  allow.  If  they  did 
not  enter  at  present  npon  a  full  arrange- 
ment, every  year  they  went  on  they  would 
be  continually  exposed  to  a  fresh  discus- 
sion OD  the  subject  of  the  Civil  List.  It 
was  tnie  they  were  told  that  the  average 
•xeess  had  b!een  hitherto  discharged  out  of 
the  Droits  of  Admiralty  and  the  excess 
of  the  Scotch  Revenue,  and  that  if  the  ex- 
penditure of  his  royal  highness  should  ex- 
ceed that  average  excess,  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  come  to  parliament.  What 
WIS  this,  he  would  ask,  but  an  indirect 
statement,  that  an  addition  was  to  be  made 
to  the  Civil  List  to  the  amount  of  this  ave- 
rage excedent,  while  in  the  outset  he  was 
to  be  curtailed  of  50,000/.  enjoyed  by  his 
iatUer.  The  fact  was,  that  this  was  a  plan 
to  keep  the  Prince  Regent  always  in  re- 
straint, always  under  the  necessity  of  ap- 
plying for  something  from  ministersi,  for 
which,  no  doubt,  he  was  to  give  something' 
to  ministers  in  return.  Their  conduct  ap- 
peared here  in  tbe  most  artful  light.  He 
wanted,  therefore,  to  see  the  Prince  entire- 
ly free  from  ministers.  During  the  whole 
oi  the  last  reign,  animosities  had '  taken 
place  respecting  the  paying  off  the  debts 
coatractea  by  the  Civil  List.  Why,  then, 
woukl  not  the  minister  at  once  come  down, 
and  ask  from  the  House,  he  would  not  say 
a  lavish  grant,  but  such  a  sum  as  they 
ought  to  grant  ?  Was  it  the  way  that  the 
Civil  List  ought  to  be  provided  for  at  the 
commencement  of  a  reign,  to  tell  the 
House  that  the  excedent  of  l21-,000/.  was 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  Droits  of  Admi- 
ralty and  Scotch  Revenue?  Every  thing 
en  this  business  was  left  unexplained,  and 
the  House  was  left  completely  involved  in 
doubts  atid  perplexities.  Throughout  the 
whole  Bill,  there  was  an  apparent  distrust 
of  his  royal  highness,  while  every  thing 
was  calculated  to  appear  like  very  great 
kiodness  to  him.  In  place  of  the  1 00,000/. 
'  taken  from  the  Civil  List,  70,000/.  was  to 
be  given  him,'  for  which  he  was  to  be 
Qoder  no  controul.  But  this  was  one  side 
ef  the  picture  only,  and  it  was  proper  also 
^  look  at  the  other.  Here,  then,  was  a 
settled  distrust  manifested  respect'mg  the 
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intention  of  his  royal  highness;  he  was 
considered  by  tjiem  as  incapable,  and  un- 
fit to  be  trusted  with  the  management  of 
his  father^s  servants ;  the  father  was  placed 
under  the  controul,  not  of  his  son,  but  of 
others,  /fhe  distrust  entertained  of  the 
Prince  Regent  was  the  real  reason  for  all 
this  conduct.  Was  there  any  person,  he 
would  ask,  averse  to  the  entrusting  the 
care  of  his  Msjesty's  person  to  the  Queen  ? 
But  he  could  not  see  how,  admitting  that 
his  Majesty  should  really  want  those  lords 
of  the  bed-chamber  and  equerries  now  to 
be  allowed  him,  there  was  any  difficulty 
in  supposing  that  her  Majesty  would  de- 
sire some  of  her  own  retinue  should  be 
delegated  to  attend  upon  him.  Did  they 
suppose  that  the  Prince  Rege;it  would 
turn  off  his  Majesty's  old  servants  ?  The 
whole  Civil  List  had  last  year  been  granted 
for  his  Majesty ;  and  he  would  ask,  what 
proportion  of  all  the  numerous  retinue  ^ad 
ever  attended  upon  his  Majesty  ?  It  would 
appear  that  in  April  only  one  lord  of  the 
bed-chamber  and  one  equerry  had  really 
waited  upon  him ;  but  since  July  this  had 
been  altogether  discontinued.  What  was 
all  this  for,  then,  he  would  ask,  if  there 
was  not  a  distrust  of  the  Prince  ?  Why 
was  the  Queen  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of 
a  separate  Court  ?  (hear,  hear  !)  He  meant 
nothing  here,  but  that  she  was  to  have 
the  separate  and  uncontroulable  power, 
not  controulable  even  by  the  Treasury,  of 
the  110»000/.  augmented  by  that  part  of 
the  privy  purse  which  was  also  at  her  dts* 
posal.  Her  Majesty  was  to  have  no  fewer 
than  21  servants  at  her  disposal  for  the 
support  of  the  dignity  and  splendour  of 
the  King !  Her  Majesty  had  also  an  es* 
tablishment  of  her  own  as  Queen  Consort, 
and  this  was  a  necessary  part  of  the  Civil 
List,  and  composed  part  of  the  splendour 
of  the  throne;  but  now  all  this  w^s  to  be 
withdrawn  from  it.  And  was  this  not  a 
new  court,  if  a  sum  of  220,000^.  was  to  be 
voted  to  her  Majesty,  with  a  Master  of 
Horse,  and  the  other  officers  which  went 
in  the  tmin  of  a  court  ?  If  all  that  did 
not  constitute  a  separate  court,  he  really 
did  not  know  what  a  separate  court  meant. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  her  Majesty 
would  differ  with  the  Prince  Regent,  but 
lie  would  say,  then,  that  if  they  pulled 
together,  there  would  be  an  increased  in- 
fluence^ which  it  was  proper  also, not  to 
lose  sight  of.  His  royal  highness  would 
have  occasion  to  supply,  for  his  own  esta- 
blishment, all  tbe  servants  taken  away 
from  him  to  the  other,  and  this  would  ne- 
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oesaarily  occatioii  an  increase  of  iaflcH 
ence.  But  slioold  there  at  any  time  be 
any  diflforenoe,  (he  did  not  mean  to  say 
any  persona!  diSerenoe,  for  that  he  was 
convinced  would  never  tidbe  place  between 
his  royal  highness  and  her  Majesty,  bnt 
any  political  difference  between  them), 
then  the  Prince  Regent  would  £eel  himself 
checked  by  the  measares  of  a  rival  court. 
All  this  was  the  necessary  continuance  of 
the  system  of  last  year.  Did  his  royal 
highness  approve  of  those  restrictions,  by 
which  tho  Queen's  power  was  placed 
tfb^ve  his  own  ?  The  Queen  was  placed 
over  a  separate  courts  and  armed  with  se- 
parate power  and  separate  patronage. 
This,  he  would  say,  ought  not  to  be  the 
case,  and  he  was  sure  that  he  was  then 
saying  that  which  if  her  Majesty  could 
bear  him  say,  she  would  have  no  hesita<* 
tion  in  thanking  him  for.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  her  Majesty  would  ever 
condeecend  to  carry  on  intrigues  against 
the  administration ;  but  this  could  be  r^y 
well  done  by  others  in  h^  name,  who 
night  find  it  very  convenient  to  have  a 
separate  court  to  fa'll  back  upon,  for  the 

furpose  of  playing  off  their  manoeuvres, 
t  was  possible  that  this  Bill  might  have 
been  submitted  to  his  royal  highness,  but 
^et  not  sufficiently  explained  to  him ;  for 
It  was  almost  impossible  to  oonoeive  that 
if  it  were  explained,  he  could  ever  ap- 
prove of  such  a  Bill.  In  this  Bill  could 
thej  find  any  real  advantage  resulting  to 
the  comforts  of  his  Majesty,  or  any  grati- 
fication to  the  private  feelings  of  the 
Queen,  from  the  plan  of  the  right  bon. 
gentleman  ?  What  he  wanted  was^  that 
the  custody  of  the  King  should  be  en- 
trusted to  her  Majesty ;  but  while  he  said 
this,  he^  wished  to  have  a  distinct  sum 
voted,  in  addition  to  the  Civil  List,  that 
his  royal  highness  might  be  enabled  to 
make  the  proper  arrangemenU  for  his  fa- 
fher.  '  lliose  who  objected  to  such  a  mea- 
sure could  only  object  to  it  from  thinking 
that  the  intentions  of  the  nation  towards 
the  King  would  be  interrupted  by  his  royal 
highncM.  But  he  would  ask,  if  any  son 
could  have  possibly  shewn  more  attach- 
ment to  a  father,  or  any  Prince  have  pos- 
sibly behaved  with  more  decorum  to  the 
King,  than  his  royal  highness  had  done. 
He  would  put  it  to  the  House  then,  whe- 
ther they  thought  the  present  Bill  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  pass  into  a  law  ?  He 
would  repeat  it,  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
parliament  at  the  present  moment,  to  take 
the  whole  arrangement  of  the  C^vil  Lbl, 
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and  of  bis  M'4*iesty's  household  into  their 
consideration.  What  would  be  the 
harm  then,  he  would  ask,  in  wfiiting 
till  they  had  sofiicient  inft>rmation,  and 
sufficient  time  to  consider  all  this  ?  Bat 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  said 
that,  if  the  bill  should  not  now  pasa, 
the  restrictions  would  expire  on  tbe  vMk 
of  February,  and  the  consequence  would 
be,  that  the  Prince  wouM  be  left  eetn* 
pletely  without  controot.  Now,  If  there 
was  any  subfect  on  which  he  shonld  wish 
the  free  and  unfettered  consent  of  the 
Prinee,  it  was  that  of  his  Annre  establish- 
ment, as  he  certainly  was  of  optnieti  that 
any  concession  of  his  royal  highness  to 
the  public  would  come  with  much  more 
grace  from  him  in  the  plenkude  ^  his 
power,  than  at  a  time  like  the  present^ 
when  it  looked  as  if  they  were  driving  « 
bargain  with  him  before  he  oould  get  out 
of  the  situation.  All  that  could  take 
place  on  the  1 8(11  of  February,  would  be 
that  those  disgraceful  clauses  would  be 
done  away,  by  which  the  Regent  was 
prevented  firom  making  peers,  and  otl^r- 
wise  curtailed  of  the  necessary  powers  of 
government.  Did  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man really  think  that  any  thing  improper 
would  take  place  on  the  partof  the  Prinoe 
in  the  course  of  one  fortnight  ?  It  would 
be  satisfactory  to  the  country,  that  a 
proper  confidence  should  be  reposed  in 
the  Prince  Kegent,  and  that  proper  meaatf 
should  be  taken  for  placing  him  with  aof^ 
ficient  dignity  on  the  throne.  The  Par- 
liament was  itself  responsible  for  the 
manner  in  which  that  was  performed,  and 
was  bound  to  take  care  that  he  should  be 
freed  from  any  incumbrances  whicbcould, 
in  the  slightest  manner,  interfore  with  the 
splendour  of  the  monarchy.  He  would 
conclude  with  thanking  the  House  for  the 
attention  they  had  shewn  him.  He  bad 
conformed  himself  at  present  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill,  without  going  into  that 
detail,  to  which  he  might  afterwards  be 
inclined  to  enter  in  the  committee.  He 
dki  not  wish  to  embarrass  the  government, 
but  he  could  not  help  expressing  hiiK  dis- 
approbation of  going  into  a  committee  aft 
present  on  the  bill,  thinking  that  it  wouki 
be  nreferabie  to  put  it  off  to  adistaitt^layv 
ana  wishing  that  a  committee  should  "be 
appointed  for  entering  into  an  immediate 
investigation  of  all  the  mettera,  which 
could  throw  light  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Johnsicm  aaid  be  was  of  opinion, 
that  the  House  would  not  discharge  their 
duty  to  thn  public  if  they  agreed  10  the 
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Mrranf^meit  in  the  nuMD«r  pr^pos^d  by 
the  Bill,  and  did  not  piovide  for  the  inde- 
pendence of  tke  Prince  Reg(iiiit  by  an  ade* 
qijale  Civil  Li0l.  They  were  alto  boimd 
to  tMce  tbote  wMsone  pvecantiens  re- 
eemmended  by  the  coottitiition  for  aeicii* 
ring  responttbilfty  in  the  expenditm^. 
The  right  hon.  genileeMn  who  spohe  latt^ 
lied  iiot  4n(eM  into  the  delaik  of  the  tab- 
j«et>  and  he  shenld  fotlovr  hi»  example; 
at  the  aame  time  he  thoold  ehacrfe  upon 
•!»  or  two  eases,  in  which  he  hoped  he 
shonki  not  be  aecaied  of  entertaining  any 
narnow  or  mean  Ttews.  He  wan  diepoaed 
to  think,  that,  making  proper  allowances 
for  the  akeralionin  the  Yalne  of  money, 
the  expence  in  variont  departments  of  the 
€i¥il  List  would  not  be  fetmd  to  hare  ex- 
ceeded that  of  the  beat  times  of  oor  histo- 
ry ;  but  when,  in  ld04,  they  were  called 
npon  to  TOte  an  exeesa  of  900,000/«  he 
woold  rentore  to  state,  that  if  there  was 
not  such  a  fond  as  the  Droka  ^  Admiral- 
ty^ the  excess  would  not  have  taken  place; 
ministers  woold  have  economised' better. 
This  wan  enough  to  prove  the  impolicy 
and  the  improvidence  of  not  adhering  Co 
the  custom  of  our  ancestors,  by^  limiting 
the  amount  of  the  Civil  List,  without  ad- 
mittfog  the  supply  of  any  contingent 
fends.  He  made  no  charge  against  any 
one,  for  the  practice  had  obtained  in  all 
.  administrations,  in  that  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  that 
of  lord  Orenvilie,  and  in  that  of  his  right 
hon.  friend  the  present  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer;  but  that  was  no  reason  why 
it  should  be  permitted,  now  that  it  was 
brought  before  the  attention  of  the  House. 
With  respect  to  the  Droits  of  Admtml^, 
some  persons  cMitended,  that  they  belong- 
ed to  his  Majesty,  upon  the  same  grounds 
that  all  his  other  property  did,  but  «ven  if 
that  were  the  case,  it  furnished  no  reason 
why  thoy  shoold  not  be  regulated  by  par- 
liament. He  conceived  that,  even  if  his 
Majesty  were  in  perfect  health,  rt  would 
be  competent  to  them  to  debate  upon  aU 
his  revenvea.  If  not,  Ihey  had  taken  an 
vnwarranti^le-.  liberty  indeed,  in  voting 
for  Mr.  Burke's  Bill.  They  had  also  taken 
a  great  liberty  in  tegalating  the  amount 
of  penalotts  to  be  granted  out  of  the  IScoteh 
heredfts^ry  revenues.  If  it  was  said,  that 
ihM  competency  was  restricted  to  emer- 
ipeneiet  only,  then  he  would  answer,  that 
this  emergency  had  now  occuired;  so 
that  the  only  question  was,  whether  it  be^ 
came  them  to  take  a  narrow  and  limited 
view  or  a  large  one.  There  was  great 
force  in  what  the  fight  hen.  gentlman 


who  spoke  last  had  said,  as  to  the  power 
and  authority  graMed  U  the  Queen.  U 
was  known  that  there  were  six  persona 
under  her  influence  in  the  Hoase  of  Peers* 
and  four  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  he 
thoQght  it  a  necessary  atep^to  provide,  that 
those  gemlemen  who  yme  appointed  to 
the  diiforent  offices  described  in  the  Bill, 
should  not  have  seats  in  that  Honsa.  llie 
importance  of  settling  a  specific  sum  for 
the  Civil  List,  was  great  in  pmnt  of  eco- 
nomy, artd  if  they  legislated  without  a 
view  to  it,  they  would  not  do  their  duty. 
With  regard  to  the  Droka  of  Admiraby 
and  other  funds,  mncb  more  mightbe  said  ; 
but  it  was  a  disagreeable  subject  to  te«cli 
upon,  even  though  he  could  not  be  sop* 
posed  to  entertain  a  wish  to  make  any  in^ 
yidioos  personal  allosion.  There  was  one 
inaUnce,  however,  which  proved  in  a  re* 
markaWe  manner  tiie  importance  of  ad* 
hering  to  the  strict  principle  of  thp  Civil 
List.  The  servicea  of  sir  ^Sidney  were 
well  known  ;  and  no  grant  that  any  mi- 
nister could  propose  for  him  woold  be  re- 
fosed  by  parRament;  but  he  found  that 
in  >»ll  a  swn of  7,S75i.  bad  been paiil 
to  sir  Sidney  Smith,  nnder  the  head  ot  ex- 
traordinary disbursements,  for  services 
perfonned  in  Egypt  and  Syria  m  1798. 
Sir  Sidney  Smith  deserved  this  in  a  tenfold 
deme,  for  he  rated  high  bis  aervices,  not 
only  in  the  repulse  of  the  French  at  Aore^ 
but  also  in  the  negoelations  carried  on  for 
producing  their  departure  Irom  Egypt* 
But  if  it  was  fiuing  to  make  this  grant, 
why  had  it  been  deh^ed  for  so  many 
years  ?  This  could  not  have  happened  if 
the  priBoiple  of  the  Civil  List  nad  beea 
adhered  to.  The  House  had^  a  right,  io 
his  opinion,  to  regulate  these  Droits;  and 
now  was  the  time,  it  woukl  be  infinitely 
belter  to  raise  the  Civil  List  at  once  ta  tM 
probable  aaaount  of  the  expenditure,  and 
to  compel  the  minister  to  come  ta  parlia* 
ment ;  and  account  for  everr  excess  in 
that  expenditure.  He  would  not,  how- 
ever, vote  against  the  9ill,  though  he  had 
thought  it  right  to  make  these  observations 
that  the  House  might  be  in  peesesiton  off 
his  vi4w  of  the  subject 

Mr.  JfoMAtfW  itfbMMgtic  begged  leave  to 
explain  under  what  circumstances  the 
payment  to  sir  Sidney  Smith  had  been 
made.  The  troth  was,  that  it  was  a  mere 
discharge,  without  even  interest,  of  a  deb< 
due  for  money  advanced^  and  he  thought 
if  it  was  justkiahle  under  any  oireum- 
stances,  it  was  so  in  the  present  instance.. 
It  dt^ght  not  to  be  he^eved  that  ttfie  grani 
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ailoded  to  by  his  boo.  friend  was  given  as 
a  rerouneradoir  or  reward,  for  ihe  public 
were  yei  indebted  to  him  for  con? eying 
the  coort  of  Lisbon  to  the  Brazils.  He 
thought  it  bat  fair  that  this  noble  and  ge- 
nerous person  should  have  the  advantage 
of  an  explanation  on  this  subject,  that  it 
might  be  seen  there  was  nothing  like  a 
surreptitious  grant  connected  with  his 
name. 

Mr.  Johmtane  said,  he  did  not  state  that 
tlie  sum  granted  to  sir  Sidney  Smith  was 
out  of  the  Droits  of  Admiralty,  but  out  of 
^e  fund  of  extraordinary  disbursc^ments. 
He  found  that  the  claim  was  of  twelre 
years  standing,  and  concluded  if  that  claim 
were  just,  that  government  must  be  wrong 
in  withholding  it.  ^    / 

Mr.  Montagut  assured  hishon.  friend  that 
be  had  stated  the  fact  correctly,  and  that 
a6  far  from  that  gallant  officer  being  re- 

£aid,  part  of  his  pay  as  captain  was  with- 
eld,  while  absent  on  another  service. 
Sir  Thomat  TW/ofi  confessed,  that  he 
felt  considerable  difficulty  in  objecting  to 
a  Bill  which  had  for  its  object  the  main- 
tenance of  an  establishment  for  a  king  so 
severely  dieted  as  the  monarch  of  Great 
Britain,  though  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  ex- 
preai  his  decided  opinion  against  the 
principle  of  it.  From  particular  circum- 
ftances,  he  had  not  had  it  in  his  power  to 
pay  d^e  attentionio  the  voluminous  docu- 
ments laid  upon  the  table,  but  even  from 
the  cursory  manner  in  which  they  had 
fallen  under  his  observation,  he  thought  he 
could  point  out  items  in  them  which  would 
render  the  additPon  of  the  70,000/.  pro- 
posed by  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor 
of  the'  Exchequer  wholly  unnecessary. 
He  requested  members  to  direct  their 
attention  t9  the  head  of  the  diplomacy  of 
the  country  :  in  the  year  1804,  the  esti- 
mate for  this  expence,  it  would  be  re- 
marked, was  62,000/.  and  yet  the  expen- 
<liture  exceeded  158,000/.  bein|^  an  ex- 
cess of  no  less  than  90,000/.  It  might  very 
reasonably  be  supposed,  that  some  years 
agOy  62,000/.  would  not  be  deemed  an  ex- 
travagant sum,  but  in  the  present  situation 
of  the  country,  where  we  had  so  little  oc- 
casion for  diplomatic  missions,  surely  it 
would  not  be  denied  that  the  excess  of 
96,000/.  was  a  little  extraordinary.  It 
might  be  reckoned  invidious  to  mention 
names ;  and  no  one,  he  hoped,  could  be- 
lieve him  capable  of  doing  so  from  any 
uiiworthy  motive:  but  he  could  not  help 
adverting  ta  the  sum  paid  on  account  of 
the  marquis  Welksley's  mission  ta  Spain. 
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Nearly  1 6^000/.  had  been  advanced  for  . 
that  occasion,  and  the  sum  was  stated  un« 
der  two  years  ( 1 S 1 0- 1 1 ),  though  this  noble- 
man, it  was  well  known,  had  returned  in  a 
few  months  from  the  time  of  his  departure, 
on  that  mission.  Yet  for  these  few  months 
nearly  16,000/.  had  been  charged.  This 
wasa  prominent  feature.  It,  however,  might 
possibly  be  a  very  proper  item  ;  but  he 
wished  to  know  that  it  was  so ;  and  that  he 
could  not  know  without  further  investiga- 
tion. Such  an  investigation,  therefore,  he 
oould  not  in  justice  to  ois  constituents  dit* 
pense  with,  and  would  do  every  thiqff  ia 
his  power  to  promote  it*  The  Househad, 
as  yet,  no  good  grounds  to  praceed  upon. 
Without  agreeing  exactly  with  his  right 
hon.  friend  near  him,  he  also  was  disposed 
to  be  liberal  in  his  grants  to  the  crown ; 
but  he  repeated,  that  they  would  not  do 
justice  to  their  constituents,  if  they  added 
one  shilling  to  the  public  burthens  with- 
out knowing  the  grounds  on  which  they 
acted.  They  ought- to  be  prepared  to 
state  fully  the  reasons  of  their  proceedings 
to  their  constituents;  and  this  he  could 
not  do  without  more  accurate  information 
mi  thjs  subject.  Possibly  an  explanation 
might  be  given  in  the  course  of  this  debate^ 
and  he  should  be  glad  to  hear  it,  for  he 
was  not  hostile  to  tEs  principle  of  the  Bill. 
He  thought  it  absolutely  necessarv,  how- 
ever, that  ministers  should  be  under  the 
necessity  of  applying  to  parliament  for  sup- . 
plying  any  excess  in  the  Civil  List  expen-  . 
diture.  The  best  plan  would  be  to  raise 
the  Civil  List  at  once  to  the  probable 
amount  of  the  expenditure,  as  had  beea 
suggested  by  a  right  hon.  gentleman  oppo- 
site; and  that  if  any  excess  should  uke 
place,  the  minister  should  be  obfiged  to  ap- 
ply to  parliament,  without  the  jpower  of 
making  up  the  difference  out  ot  the  ad- 
miralty droits,  or  any  other  fund  not  under 
the  control  of  the  legislature. 

Mr.  Whkbrcad  said,  that  there  could  be 
no  question  but  that  the  claims  oF  sir  Sid-. 
ney  Smith  deserved  the  highest  regard; 
and,  that  his  services  were  beyond  all 
praise  which  it  was  in  his  power  to  bestow* 
was  equally  clear ;  but  it  af^ared  from 
what  bad  fallen  from  several  hon.  gen- 
tlemeu,  that  the  House  had  an  imperious 
duty  to  discharge  with  respect  to  that  gal- 
lant officer;  it  owed  to  the  Hereof  Acre, 
(whose  name,  indeed;  wanted  no  epithet) 
an  opportunity  to  explain  the  item  to 
which  his  name  was  affixed  :  it  was  not 
now  a  question  whether  his  services  merit* 
ed  the  reward,  which  would  be  carried. 
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w<Br«  it  pati  by  acclamation  ;  bot  it  was  a 
debt  due  to  him  to  allow  him,  before  a 
commiitee  of  that  House,  to  justify  or  ex-» 
plain  that  claim  which  appeared  in  the 
documents  produced.  Not  less  was  ex* 
phmatioh  due  to  the  hod,  gentleman  sitting 
next  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
(Bfir.  Arbuthnot,)  for  whom  he  had  much 
private  regard,  than  it  was  to  sir  Arthur 
Paget  and  the  marquis  Welleslej,  whose 
names  were  likewise  inserted.  Why 
some  of  thofe  items  had  remained  so  long 
on  the  Civil  List,  and  why  d^bts  so  long 
due  bad  not  been  before  liquidated,  was  an 
inquiry  which  the  public  had  a  right  to 
demand  :  they  had  a  right  to  know  in  the 
first  place,  whether  the  sums  stated  to  have 
been  discharged,  were  in  reality  paid; 
and  whether  in  the  second  place  being  so 
paid,  they  were  doe  for  services  peribrmed 
or  debts  incurred.  What  was  the  fact  with 
resard  to  marauis  Welleslev  ?  After  the 
i^ble  marquis  nad  received  his  appoint- 
ment  on  a  mission  to  Spain,  be  lingered 
keveral  months  in  this  country  under  cir- 
cumstances peculiarly  suspicions,  every 
expence  was  cone  to  suited  to  the  dignity 
of  an  ambassador  from  Great  Britain ;  and 
yet  when  the  accounts  under  the  Civil  list 
wefe  produced,  no  less  a  sum  than  1 6,000i. 
was  charged  in  addition  to  the  amount  al- 
ready incurred.  He  was  charging  no- 
thing against  any  individuals  :  no  doubt 
upon  investigation  it  would  turn  out  that 
the  payments  had  b«en  properly  and  ne- 
cessarily made,  but  the  country,  the  House, 
and  the  individuals  themselves  demanded, 
that,  before  a  committee,  the  fullest  ex- 
planation should  be  given.  Before  he  could 
suffer  the  Speaker  to  quit  the  chair,  for  the 
purpose  of  going  into-  a  committee  on  the 
bill  now  depending,  be  called  on  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  assign 
some  reasons,  if  any  such  existed,  why  the 
examination  required  should  not  be  hiade. 
Hitherto  the  right' hon.  gentleman  had  sat 
in  perfect  silence,  not  condescending  to 
make  s^ny  reply,  and  the  House  was  re- 
quired, hoodwinked  and  blindfold,  to  de- 
clare by  this  Bill  that,  the  Excess  of 
.124,000/.  ought  to  be  incurred.  The.  last 
enactment  scarcely  contemplated  the  pos- 
•ibilitv  of  such  an  increase,  but  it  provided, 
that  if  it  should  ever  o<lcur,  application  was 
to  be  made  to  parliament.  Had  that  ap- 
pGcation  ever  been  made  ?  No.  And 
-  the  reason  was  obvious ;  ministers  had  had 
recourse  to  a  contingent  fund,  out  of  which 
they  discharged  the  arrears,  and  of  which 
contingent  fund  parliament  had  not,  at  the 


Jam.  27,  1812.  [S60 

time  when  the  former  bill  passed,  the  re- 
motest conception.  Would  it  at  that  time 
have  been  believed,  that  the  arrears  would 
amount,  during  9  years,  to  the  enormoot 
sum,  annually,  of  124',000/.  ?  And  how 
did  it  come  out  that  such  was  the  £ict  ? 
Not  in  any  regular  official  way,  but  by  a 
side  wind  when  the  present  bill  was 
brought  forward.  He  thouzht  that  before 
it  should  pass,  it  was  incumbent  on  minis- 
tiers  to  explain  to  the  House  how  it  hap- 
pened that  the  expenoes  of  the  Civil  List 
regularly  exceeded  the  sum  voted  for  it  by 
about  124,000^  It  might  possiblv  be  the 
case  that  the  grant  for  the  Civil  List  was 
below  the  necessary  expenditure  of  it  by 
that  sum;  bot  if  such  were  the  case, 
ministers  ought  to  have  laid  before  parlia- 
ment the  causes  of  this  necessity.  When 
the  allowance  fcr  the  Civil  List  was  settled 
by  parliament,  tbev  never  contemplated 
that  their  grant  wonk)  have  been  so  far  jdc* 
ficient ;  and  if  it  was  true,  that  for  ihe 
last  9  yean  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  expenditure  shoukl  exceed  by 
]24'AX)0/.  the  sum  allowed,  parliament 
ought  not  to  be  lefl  to  guess  at  this  nepes- 
sity  ;  but  it  should  have  been  distinctly 
stated  to  them.  By  the  letter  of  the  apt 
regulating  the  Civil  List,  it  was  necessary 
to-  come  to'  parliament  whenever  the  ex- 
penditure exceeded  the  income.  The 
framers  of  that  act  had  not  conceived  any 
other  way  of  supplying  a  deficiency.  They 
had  never  taken  into  their  contemplation 
secret  funds  which  could  be  applied  to 
that  purpose,  such  as  the  droiu  of  ad- 
miralty, the  proceeds  of  the  ducby  of 
Lancaster,  and  other  things  of  that  descrip- 
tion. If  the  House  were  now  to  poa  this 
bill  as  presented,  they  would  be  recog- 
niaing  the  necessity  of  an  excess  in, the 
expenditure  above  the  income  of  the  Civil 
List,  to  the  amount  of  124,0001.  annually, 
without  having  any  proper  information.ont 
of  what  fundthisdenciency  was  to  be  sup- 
plied. He  had  no  information  which 
would  justify  him  in  voting,  that  it  was 
necessary  that  the  expenditure  of  the  Civil 
List  should  exceed  the  income  seUled  by 
parliament  in  so  large  a  sum  as  124^000/. 
annually ;  and,  therdbre,  until  he  had  such 
information  he  could  not  see  hew  it  would 
be  possible  for  him  to  sanction  that  propo- 
sitioh  by  his  vote.  Independent  of  this 
consideration,  there  was  something  in  the 
title,  of  the  present  bill  to  which  be  felt 
the  most  serious  objections.  In  the  title 
of  the  bill,  a  necessity  was  stated  for 
making  provision  for  the  better  support 
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and  MTangeinent  of  hk  Majesty's  houie- 
kM,    Nowi  it  ftppeiured  U  him  that  there 
wtt  BO   Mch  Beoewity;   for  when  the 
whole  gOT^iKiiieDt  of   the  country  wm 
about  to  be  confided  to  the  Prince,  it  would 
be  a  Mppoeitioa  highly  injorions  to  tho 
ieelingt  and  ehcntMler  of  a  most  afiec* 
iionateeoB,  to  imagine  that  he  would  not 
be  toffictcilily  attentive  Ui  whateirei  be- 
longed to  the  care  and  comfort  of  hie  royal 
iittber,  withoot  the  proTition  of  an  act  of 
pai^liamenl.    The  bill  appeared  to  him 
nnn^M)etsiirT  for  what  was  its  pro^Msed 
object,  and  to  be  really  intended  ibr  no 
other  parpoie    bat    to  create    eeparate 
Bources  of  infloence,  which,  in  any  cbango 
of  circninstances,  might  operate  very  pro« 
jadicially  to  the  interests  of  the  coontry. 
The  bill  went  to  establish  two  leparale 
coom.    If  those  two  eoorts  drew  together, 
It  wts  erident  that  the  influence  of  the 
crown  woold  be  very  mooh  increased ;  bat 
if  they  were  not  to  draw  together,  the 
pnUic  bosirtesa  might  be  mocb  impeded. 
At  prefoot  the  House  could  know  nothing 
of  the  intentUns  of  the  Regent  but  through 
thofo  mlAistori  who  made  hlm«    Th^e 
minisleri  had  made  him  say,  that  it  was 
neooisary  for  perliament  to  nudM  this  pro- 
Tision  for  hie  roy  al  fother ;  but  to  those  who 
knowthe  feelings  of  his  royal  highness,  that 
iiroTision  would  appear  tnoet  onneceseeiy* 
When  he  looked  at  the  bill  now  presented  lo 
the  House,  he  could  not  aroid  asking  where 
trtfft  the  necessitrof  all  this  machinery  f 
why  were  tho  claims  to  be  imposed  so 
unnecessarily  numerous  ?     Let  the  clAtUM 
on  the  honout  of  the  Prince,  let  his  debts, 
^r  that  wts  the  plain  meaning  of  the 
word,  be  discharged.     Ther  Md  been 
long  due,  and  an  annual  sum  bad  been  set 
ap^rt  for  their  liouidaiion,  which,  it  was 
eapposed,  would  have  been  elfoeted  be^* 
fore  tho  year  1811.    That,  however,  did 
aot  appear  to  be  the  case,  and  they  were 
then  called  on  to  grant  to  his  royal  biKh- 
ness  the  sum  of  100,000/.  and  an  annuity 
of  lOfiOOL  for  an  unlimited  period,  to 
discharge  debts,  wbleh,   whatever   wae 
tbeir  amount,  must  necessarily  be  limhod. 
Was  thik  right  ?  Were  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  believe  that  his  royal  highness 
owed  those  debts  without  having  roeeived 
any  communication  f^om  him  ?   This  was 
not  ^  mode  pursued  in  the  year  1(108^ 
Bat  it  wae  ^ot  the  fashion  with  minieterft  to 
advise  his  h>yal  highnese  to  make  any 
communication*    No;  they  were  to  guess 
that  he  wantod  lOO^OOOl,  and  they  were 
to  vote  it;  they  were  to  •opputo  that  ho 
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needed  70,000/.  per  annum,  ind  it  was  to 
be  paid,  from  an  intuitiye  conviction,  that 
his  royal  highness  owed  iu    Was  that  a 
sitaation  in  which  tho  House  ought  to  bo 
placed }    Why  were  they  not  apprised  of 
the  sUte  of  the  debt  ^     Why  were  they 
not  informed  how  many  yeart  this  annoity 
should  be  aUowed  for  Its  discharge  f  Wae 
it  customary  to  vote  100,000/«  in  moneys 
and  70,0001.  per  annum  indefinitely,  not 
for  the  payment  of  the  Prince's  debu  (for 
he  would  not  bdiet e  any  wore  due  till  it 
#as  proved),  but  as  a  sourca  of  secret  in* 
fluenoe,  whitoh  might  be  exerted  in  parlia-* 
ment,  either  for  the  croWn  or  against  it? 
This  bill  teemed  with  influence :  under  it» 
three  oonwnisiioticrs  were  appointed  to 
take  care  of  his  Majesty's  property;  these 
gentlemen  were  to  take  an  oath  of  secresy, 
BO  that  the  parliament  oould  know  nothing 
of  their  proceedings:  to  the  Queen,  who 
was  their  nustreia,  to  the  Prince,  who  was 
not  their  master,  they  were  bound  to  ea« 
plain  all  their  acto ;  but  they  must  eon* 
oeal  every  thing    from   the  Commonsit 
House  of  Parliament,  wha  ought  to  be 
acquainted  with  every  forthing  expended^ 
Ho  conceive  it  rigm,  in  an  argiment  of 
thia  kind,  to  put  extreme  oasee ;  and  he 
would  ask,  as  had  been  done  bv  an  hon. 
barooet  (sir  F.  Burdett),  whom  he  did  aot 
then  see  in  his  place,  soppoee  this  money 
was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  Comish 
boroughs,  suppose  it  was   expended  in 
procuring  seats  in  that  House,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  of 
the  King,  though,  in  a  narrow  view^  ho 
might  benefit  bj^  it,  still,  being  destructive 
of  the  constitution,  must  it  not  ultimately 
be  destroetive  of  the  monarch?    When 
the  two  Courts  were  constituted,  a  factioos 
opposition  firom  the  Queen's  court  might  be 
experienced    by  the    ministers   of   the 
Regent,  who  were  the  proper  ministers  of 
the  crown.*— There  was  another  point  on 
which  he  would  shortly  touch.     It  ap* 
peered  on  the  face  of  the  bill,  that  the 
Prince  Regent  was  willing  to  give  up 
50,000il  per  annum  oat  of  his  private  £s- 
chequer  arnimty.    For  his  part»  the  mo-, 
ment  the  Prince  assumed  the  reina  of  go- 
vernment, he  thought  that  the  Exchequer 
income  should  be  merged  altogether  in  the 
Civil  yst,  that  it  should  be  completely  put 
an  ehd  to ;  and,  if  a  neeeeaity  existed  for 
more,  a  new  fund  should  be  created.  What 
he  here  complained  of  was,  that  no  proof 
waft  laid  before  the  House,  to  shew  that  the 
Prince  had  really  given  op  this  suiA,  al- 
though that  piwciple  was  acted  upon. 
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They  had  received  no  messtee  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  and,  when  the  Journals  catne^  to  be 
mad^  up,  he  was  sure  nothing  wouf  d  ap* 

Kar  to  support  the  soppositioii,  that  the 
ioce  had  giren  op  this  property.  On 
all  th«8e  points  he  bad  wished  for  explana- 
tion, but  he  had  receited  none.  He  had 
not  had  the  good  fortune  to  hear  the  right 
bon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's 
•tatement  It  had,  howerer,  been  de- 
tailed  to  him  by  others ;  but,  had  he  eren 
keard  it,  he  was  convinced  he  shouhl  hate 
discovered  sufficient  objectionable  matter 
in  it,  lo  hay^  induced  him  to  oppose  the 
bill  going  into  a  committee.  ^  Within  a 
lew  days,  papers  bad  been  laid  before  the 
House,  many  parts  of  which  required  ex- 
planation. The  grants  to  the  marquis 
Wellesley  and  sir  Sidney  Smith,  which, 
doubtless,  pould  be  satisfactorily  explained, 
demanded  some  farther  information.  No 
explanation  bad  been  afforded  of  the  oc- 
casional disbursements ;  and  here  he  must 
observe,  that  in  the  accounts  from  the 
Lord  Chamberlain's  department,  many 
names  were  omitted,  which,  in  the  com* 
mittee,  he  should  call  for.  There  he 
wonM  also  ask  why  the  predecessor  of  the 
hbn,  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Arbuth* 
not)  was  not  named,  because  part  of 
fhe  expence  was  said  to  have  been  in- 
eantd  by  him  in  his  mission  to  Constan- 
tinople? He  could  wish  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  committee,  that  information 
might  be  received  on  those  subjects.  But 
even  if  that  were  conceded,  the  principle 
of  the  bill  was  such  that  he  could  not  sup- 
port it. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  began 
by  observing, .that  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
bad  just  sat  down,  had  complained  of 
his  having  abstained  from  offering  to  the 
House  any  remarks  or  explanations  on 
the  subject  before  jthem.  He  could  assure 
the  hon.  gentleman  and  the  House,  that 
no  indisposition  of  that  nature  exi^tted  in 
his  mind.  He  was  anxious  to  giv£  as 
satisfactory  an  explanation  as  possible 'of 
the  various  topics  comprised  in  the  bill ; 
and  he  had  withheldf  that  explanation 
until  the  present  moment,  in  order  to 
give  Mmself  an  opportunity  of  collecting 
tibe  Various  objections  which  different 
hon.  gentlemen  entertained  towards  the 
nieasure.  Had  he  risen  immediately  after 
the  right  tion.  gentleman  who  opened 
ihe  debate,  he  should  have  been  pre- 
cluded from  hearing  the  observations  of 
the  several  hon.  gendemen  who  followed. 
At  the  same  time,  while  he  frankly  de* 
(VOL.  XXL) 


elared  that  he  had  not  the  sli^test  dia* 
inclination  to  explain  that  which  require 
ed  explanation,  he  trusted  that  the  hon.' 
gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down,  would' 
not  succeed    in  convincing  the    House, 
because  he  hinnelf  had  fallen  into  a  great 
misconception  on  the  subject,  that,*  there- 
fore, his  misconception  and  the  miscon-> 
ccptions  of  others,  not  only  called  on  him 
(the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  to 
tender  to  the  House  an  explanation  of 
the  point  so  conceived,  but  also  called  on 
the  House  to  go  into  an  enquiry  on  the 
'subject.    He  rather  thought  indeed,  that 
the  whisper  of  the  hon.  gentleman's  friend 
while   the    hon.  gentleman  was  in  the 
midst  of  his  misconception,  and  which 
convinced  him  of  his  error,  would  tuf-' 
ficiently  shew  him  that  on  that  point  at 
least,  there  waa  no  netessity  for  any  such 
enquiry  as  would  impede  the  prospress  of 
the  bill.     He   felt  nappy  that  be  had 
waited  for  the  speech  of  the  hon.  gentle* 
man   who  had  just  sat  down,  for  ontil 
the  delivery  of  that  speech,  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  know,  from  what  he  had  before 
heard,   how  te  address    his  argumehto.' 
He  was  uncertain  whether  the  observa- 
tions  of  the  preceding  speakers  were  in. 
opposition  to  the  principle  of  the  bill  or- 
not    The  question  before  the  House  was, 
whether  or  not  the  objections  to  the  bill 
were  of  such  a  description,  that  it  was 
their  duty  not  to  proceed  with  it  without 
that  detailed  inquiry  which  had  been  so 
strongly  recommended.    The  hbn.  gen- 
tleman had  pointed  out  several  items  in 
the  papers,  mto  which  he  wished  that 
some  inquiry  might  be  made,  before  he 
could  acknowledge  the  necessity  of  agree* 
ing  to  the  grants  in  the  bill.    If  .on  a 
view  of  the  expences  of  the  Household, 
and  of  the  charts  likely  to  be  brought 
upon  it,  it  should   satisfactorily  Appear 
that  no  more  was  asked  for,  than  what 
was  indispensible,  no  inquiry  could  then 
be  deemed  necessary;    bi^t  should  any 
jealousy  exist  in  the  House  with  respect 
to  any  particular  points,  it  would  then 
become    a    diff*erent    question,    namely^ 
whether  that  inquiry  ought  not    rather' 
to  take  place  hereafter,  than  interrupt  the' 
important  business  in    hand.    Although' 
on  a  general  view  of  the   civil  liVt,   it 
might    appear    completely    satisfactory, 
that  no  greater  sum  was  required  than 
that  which  was  sufficient  to  defray  the' 
expences  of  the  household,  there  might* 
be  some  points  requiring  subsequent  ae« 
tailed  information.  'He  wonM  call  in  aid' 
(3  A) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


S55}    HOUSE  OF  CX)1IM0NS, 

of  bit  argumeDt,  an  observation  made  by 
tbe  hoD.  gentleman  himself,  who  enter- 
tained such  a  distrust  of  all  estimates  of 
the  ciyil  list»  that  he  apprehended  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  by 
taking  it  at  50,0001.  less  than  that  which 
fais  royal  father  had  received,  would  take 
it  in  a  state  insufficient  to  meet  the  charges 
to  which  it  would  be  liable.  This  might 
be  a  very  reasonable  apprehension,  but 
if  8O9  there  could  be  no  reason  in  the 
apprehension  that  the  grants  proposed 
in  the  bill  were  M>o  eitensive,  ana  de- 
manded a  previons  inquiry.  With  regard 
to  the  observations  on  the  expences  in 
the  Lord  Steward's  department;  although 
those  expences  had  unquestionably  in< 
creased  considerably  at  the  period  al- 
luded to,  it  was  almost  certain,  that  in 
the  estimate,  the  existing  expenditure 
of  the  year  in  which  it  was  takoa,  had 
bean  only  partially  considered.  Much 
had  also  been  said  of  the  grants  to  Fo* 
reign  Ministers.  The  right  hon.  sentle- 
man  who  opened  the  debate,  had  said, 
gcnejrally,  that  a  great  number  of  those 
sums  ought  to  be  explained,  but  had  not 
auied  any  particular  item.  The  hon. 
gentleman,  however,  who  had  last  spoken, 
bad  particularised  several  sums,  which 
appeared  to  him  objectionable  on  the 
lace  of  them,  and  required  explanation. 
The  first  thing  which  seemed  to  strike 
the  hon.  gentleman  with  surprise  on  this 
anhject  was,  that  when  the  number  of 
missions  at  different  courts  were  lessened, 
4he  expences  should  be  increased.  The 
•House  would  observe,  however,  that  there 
was  no  increase  in  the  salaries.  On  the 
<^traryr  in  the  salaries  there  was  a  con- 
aiderabfe  diminution.  But  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman and  the  House  ought  to  know 
(and  in  saying  this,  he  went  a  great  way 
towards  giving  the  explanation  required), 
that  in  the  slate  in  which  things  were 
on  the  continent,  it  would  not  be  wise  in 
many  cases  to  send  missions  on  an  esta- 
blished salary.  The  duration  of  those 
missions  was  not  likely  to  be  long.  In 
pre£erence,  therefore,  it  was  advisable  to 
lend  special  missions;  but  the  expences 
of  these  missions  were  defrayed  in  a  very 
different  manner  from  the  others.  The 
ban.  gentleman  declared,  that  an  expla- 
aation  on  this  subject  was  due  to  marquis 
Wellesley,  who,  by  a  misconceptions  he 
Stated,  had  received  the  expences  describe 
ed  in  the  papers  over  and  above  his 
salary.  It  was  no  such  thing.  The  no- 
ble macquia  bad  not  received  a  fiurihing 
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of  salary  on  account  of  his  mi^oa  to 
Cadiz.  He  had  not  received  a  farthing 
as  a  remuneration  for  his  services.  Bnf 
the  hon.  gentleman  characterised  the  ex- 
penceiTas  large,  and  seemed  10  think  they 
were  disproportioned  to  the  length  of  the 
service  by  which  they  had  been  incurred* 
Now,  it  was  very  evident  that  the  ex» 
pences  of  a  person  going  to  any  place 
in  the  character  of  an  ambassador  for  m 
short  time,  must  be  much  greater  in  pro^ 
portion  than  the  expences  of  a  person 
going  to  any  place  in  the  character  of  an 
ambassador  for  a  long  period.  The  hon^ 
gentleman  also-  declared,  that  a  debt  of 
explanation  was  due  to  sir  Sydney  Smith. 
The  House  had  already  heard  an  expla^ 
nation  on  that  subject,  and  amply  suffi- 
cient it  was.  They  had  heard  that  the 
money  which  he  had  received  was  la 
return  for  expences  incurred  many  yeaia 
ago.  ''  Oh  then,*'  said  the  honourable 
gentleman,  **tbe  country  ought  sooner 
to  discharge  this  obligation.''  But  let  it 
be  recollected  at  what  a  distance  thesf 
services  were  perfbrmed*-in  Egypt  and 
the  coast  of  Syria:  what  a  difficulty 
there  existed  to  procure  vouchers  of  the 
expences;  how.  frequently  •  sir  Sydney 
Smith  was  absent  from  the  country,  and 
consequently  interrupted  in  the  arrange^ 
ment  of  the  accounts;  how  anxious  he 
naturally  was  that  there  should  be  every 
possible  degree  of  exactitude  on  the  sub* 
ject ;-  and  it  w^uld  not  appear  surprising 
that  some  delay  had  tidcen  place..  If^ 
however,  more  explanation  was  though^ 
necessary,  he  had  no  objection  to  the  pro«- 
duction  of  the  details  from  the  diffisrent  of- 
fices :  but  he  was  confident  it  would  not 
be  found  in  those  details  that  any  sum 
had  been  given  to  sir  Sydney  Smith  as  a  re^ 
muneration  for  his  servjces.  All  that  had 
l>een  given  was  merely  a  remuneration 
for  his  expenditure,  tkt  the  hon.  gffitle^ 
man  consider ,  the  nature  of  sir  Sidney 
Smith's  services,  the  character  of  the  peo- 
ple with  whom  he  had  to  deal,  and  the  ef^ 
fectual  way  in  which  he  discharged,  the 
trust  reposed  in  him,  and  he  did  not  think 
that  he  himself  would  deem  the  sum  ata- 
ted  to  be  greater  than,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  it  was  proper  to  ex- 
pend. (Hear,  hear,  from  Mr.  Whitbread !) 
The  hon.  gentleman  cheered  this  observa- 
tion, and  yet  it  tended  completely  to  con- 
fute his  argument.  Let  the  hon.  gentleman 
cease  either  his  objeetion  or  his  applause. 
The  two  were  incompatible.  If^  on  show* 
ing  that  7^000^  wai  paid  to  sir  Sidney 
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Smith  for  his  expenses  when  employed, 
half  in  a  miKtkry  and  half  in  a  diplomatic 
character  in  Egypt  and  Syria,  the  bon. 
tfentleman  intimated  that  he  did  not  think 
n  an  extravagant  aom ;  on  what  principle 
coold  he  say  that  there  was  due  to  sir 
Sydney  Smith's  honour  and  character  any 
explanation,  hut  simply  a  statement  on 
#hat  ground  the  expences  were  incurred  ? 
Parliament  being  employed,  under  the  re-^ 
Commendation  of  the  Speech  from  the 
^one,  in  making  a  provision  for  his  Ma* 
jest y's  household,  the  bon.  gentleman  sud- 
denly interrupted  them  in  the  midst  of  the 
business :  '*  Oh,  oh !"  says  he,  *'  here  is 
an  item  of  7,000^  to  sir  Sydney  Smith;  I 
do  not  think  th^  sum  excestife ;  I  do  not 
want  any  explanation  for  our  own  satis^ 
f^tion ;  but  mr  the  purpose  of  clearing  the 
honour  and  character  of  sir  Sydney  Smith, 
pray  suspend  aH  your  proceedings,  and 
arrest  the  progress  of  the  bill  at  present 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House/'— 
The  observations  of  the  bon.  gentleman 
•n  the  expences  to  foreign  ministers  were 
all  general,  except  those  which  related  to 
sir  Sydney  Smith,  the  marquis  Wellesley, 
Mr.  Arbutbnot,  and  sir  A.  Paget.— The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  he  trust'' 
cd,  that  whatever  might  be  due  to  any 
#lher  party,  he  had  not  left  the  character 
of  sir  Sydney  Smith  exposed  to  any  cloud 
or  stain ;  and  therefore  the  fine  figure  which 
^e  bon.  gentleman  so  eloquently  intro- 
ittced  of  ihe  debt  of  explanation  due  to 
•ir  Sydney  Smith  on  this  occasion,  might 
aerve  to  wind  up  a  magnificent  period  in 
the  bon.  gentleman's  speech,  but  had  no 
relation  whatever  to  the  subject  before  the 
House.  The  same  remark  was  equs^lly 
applicable  to  what  the  bon.  gentleman  bsd 
taid  of  his  right  hah,  friend  near  him  (Mr. 
Arbutbnot).  The  sum  paid  to  his  right 
bon.  friend  was  distinctly  and  simply  a 
return  for  the  expences  and  losses  whiph 
be  had  incurred  during  ^e  mission  on 
which  he  had  been  sent.  Before' any  jea- 
lousy was  allowed  1i>  exist* pa  these  sub- 
jects, at  least  justice  ought  to  be  done  to 
those  who  were  connected'  with  them. 
Did  the  hon.  gentleman  conceive  it  pos- 
sible that  the  aifiiirs.of  a  great  nation  such 
as  England  could  be  successfully  carried 
on  in  such  missions  as  he  ^had  described, 
if  the  individuals  employed  in  those  mis- 
moos  found  themselves  actually  ruined  in 
the  discharge  of  the  important  trust  re- 
posed in  them?  Let  the  House  consider 
the -manner  in  which  Mr.  Arbuthnot's 
missioa   urminated  $   he  was  obliged  to 
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make  a  prcdpitate  retreat  Thelioitilfty  of 
the  court  at  which  he  was  aTesident  ren- 
dered it  necessary  for  him  to  do  so.  He 
was  compelled  to  leave  every  thinff  be* 
hind  him.  Not  a  single  article  of  the 
charge  was  there  that  had  not  undergone 
the  strictest  scrutiny  by  the  Treasury,  and 
all  that  really  was  paid  over  to  Mr.  Arbuth« 
not  was  merely  a  fair  return  fDrihe  laesea 
which  he  had  inevitably  sustained.  When 
this  occurrence  took  place  he  and,  hi* 
right  hon.  friend  were  perfect  strangers  te 
each  other.  Mr.  Arbuihnot  was  not  then 
secretary  ta  the  treasury,  so  that  it  could 
not  be  suspected  that  any  undue  influence 
existed  favourat)le  to  his  right  bon.  firiend 
but  uiyust  to  the  pubhc.  These  observa- 
tions would  serve  as  an  answer  to.all  re^ 
marks  on  missions  abruptly  terminated^ 
It  was  but  just  that  the  individuals  who 
sofieredj  should  successfully  apply  to  the 
country  for  redress.  If,  however,  any 
further  scrutiny  on  the  subject  were 
thought  accessary,  let  it  be  entered  inte^ 
but  let  not  the  progress  of  the  Bill  before 
the  House  be  impeded  by  a  circumstance 
so  little  connected  with  it.^-He  came  new 
to  the  consideration  of  what  had  been  end 
respecting  the  commissioners  whom  it  waa 
proposed  to  appoint,  for  the  purpose  of  ma« 
naging  bis  Majesty's  private  property. 
On  this  subject  he  certainly  baa  on  a  re-^ 
cent  occasion  replied  across  the  table  to  a 
question  put  to  him,  by  a  right  boa.  gen- 
tleman opposite,  that  it  was  his  intention 
to  propose  salaries  to  these  commissionera 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pro* 
perty  itself.  He  bad  since,  however,  rea- 
son to  believe  that  he  should  be  able  to 
find  persons  who  would  willingly  take  upon 
themselves  that  charge,  without  receiv- 
ing any  salary ;  and  be  ibould  therefore 
omit  in  the  Bill  all  mention  of  salary  what- 
ever. The  right  hon,  gentleman  professed 
to  feel  great  difficulty  in  legislating  at  all 
on  the  king's  private  property  :  so  should 
he.  But  unquestionably,  as  bis  private 
proper^,  his  Majesty  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect that  it  should  not  be  lost  to  him. 
The  right  bon.  gentleman,  after  the  profes- 
sion of  difficulty  in  legislating  on  the  sub- 
ject, proceeded  to  the  conclusion,  that  the 
kinff's  private  property  was  a  thing  whicb 
mi^t  be  taken  from  his  Majesty  without 
any  ceremony.  He  did  not  think  that 
many  of  those  who  in  the  -first  instance 
were  of  opinion  that  it  watf  an  extremelF 
delicate  thing  to  legislate  respecting  th» 
king's  private  property,  would  jmniedi* 
jiiately  aftenrerda  OMinifestadiqpoaitioii  to 
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j^UDp at  ii,  mad  ttkeit  aw«y  alto^tftr.  ITat 
tiM  end  of  the  year  the  cxpenoe  should 
exceed    tbt    estiiaate  by    lO^OOO/^  that 
e3u:est   should    be  commuiucated.    Un- 
doubtedly this  provision  wouM  qot  ensure 
the  non«o€curr?nce  of  any  excess;  but  it 
^ould  insure  this  ;    that  the  error*  if  any 
idiottld  take  pUce,  1/iwuld  be  known  and 
declared  in  the  time  of  the  vninister  under 
whom  it  hadoccurred^and  that  parliament 
4iould  have  the  optportunity*  in  his  pre* 
S^nce,  of  considering  how  far  it  was  or 
was    not  justifiable.— Another  objeciion 
ipadeto  the  measure  by  the  right  hon.  gen«- 
leleman^  related  4o  the  manner  ia  which 
the  funds  granted  to  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Kegent  were  U&  at  his  disposal. 
In  the  first  place  he  oonld  not  agree  with 
<be  right, hon.  gentleman,  that  parliament 
wer«  jmaking  final  arrangementa  as    for 
the  prince's  comiqg  to  the  throne.     They 
were  only  n^ing  arxangements  lor  tM 
bett^  Atanagem^nt   of  the   Household 
^ing  bis  Mi^ty 's  indisposition.    It  waa 
^0  final  arrangement^  as  for  the  Prince's 
^nmk^  to  the  throne*    It  would  not  ba 
4aaling  fiurly  with  the  House  to  say  there 
was   cpmplele  and  u|tar  despair  of  the 
king's  resuming  the  royal  authority.    No- 
thing existed  to  justify  so  dark  and  gloomy 
a  view  of  the  suibject.    If*  therefore,  par- 
liament kept  in  mixid  the  posnbility  of  bis 
Id^sty's  Kecovery»  they  must  also  keep 
in  mind  the  possibility  of  the  Regent's  re- 
turn to  the  situation  of  Prince  of  Wales. 
How»  therefore,  would  they  be  justified, 
under  ^uch    circumstances,  in  breaking 
down  h^s  Exchequer  revenue  ?  With  re- 
spect tp  another  part  of  the  subject  con* 
^ectad  with  his  royal  highness,  on  this  as 
well  aa  on  all  other  questions,  wherever 
there  wa^  aa  alternative,  the  side  which 
he  (the  CbanceUor  of  the  Excheqoec)  took 
was  always  pronounced  lo  be  erroneous  by 
the  right  hon.  and  hon.  gentlemen  opposite, 
Thev  had   so  pronounced  his  nropesition 
in  the  present  insUnce.    Had  he  come 
down  to  parliament  with  that  which  they 
now  afiected  to  prefer,  he  had  himself  not 
the  smallest  doubt  but  they  would .  have 
been  equally  alert  in  their  objectiona,  and 
would  hare  referred  to  what  had  passed 
on  a  former  occasion.    He  should  in  that 
case  hare  been  asked  by  them,  vH^ther  it 
was  fair  again  to  bring  a  matter  befbre 
parliament,  which  had  already  been  de- 
cided upon,  and  upon  which  it  had  given 
warning  to  future  creditors  of  his  Royal 
Highness  that  they  would  enjoy  no  \mi 
obligation  lor  the  ipagrment  of  their  da<' 
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mands.    This«  he  was  pertuaded,  had  he 
proposed  the  measure  now  recommended 
by  the  right  hon.   gentlemen  opposite, 
would  have  been  the  ground  which  they 
would  have  taken;  unless,  indeed,  he  baa 
experienced  a  singular  good  fortune,  of 
which  no  precedent  exist^.     He  was  per- 
suaded, however,  and  he  trested  that  th« 
Houle  would  think  with  him,  that  the 
mode  proposed  by  the  Bill,  was  the  mod# 
mapt  consistent  with  their  duty,  both  ia 
his  Royal  Highness,  and  to  the  country. 
It  had  been  ^ed,  if  it  was  intended  ta 
constitute  two  privy  purses  ?     Certainly, 
it  was  intencied  to  giv«e  bis  royal  highneai 
the  Prince  Regent  a  privy  porse.    To  tbie 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  no  ot^ectioo* 
Then  as  to  the  charges  incurred  during  the 
present  reign,  it  surely  would  not  be  righil 
to  encumber  the  Regent  with  them,  nor 
with  the  expences  of  the  medical  mea« 
which  the  nnhappy  state  of  his'  Majesty 
rendered  it  necessary  shoold  be  about  hie 
person.    All  these  charges  would  coma 
with  propriety  outof  the  (ip,000/.  allotted 
to  his  Mayesty  for  such  purposes.    Ad- 
verting to  what  had  been  said  by  the  right 
boa.  genUemaa  respecting  the  rriacesset, 
be  observed  that  he  had  been  verv  moch 
misonderatopd  on  that  subject.    T^  right 
hon.  gentleman  a^rted  that  he  had  said* 
that  when  tb^  Princesses  were  in  towa 
they  would  live,  with  the  Prince«  and  that 
when  they  were  in  the  country  they  would 
live  with  the  Queen.  He  had  said  no  such 
thing.    When  asked  if  any  arrangementa 
had  been  made  on  the  subject,  he  had  ce« 
plied  that  he  had  received  no  eommandi 
to  make  any  distinct  statement  upon  it  to 
tlie  House ;  but  that  it  did  appear  to  him  a 
thing  desirable,  and  that  it-fvould  appear  lo 
parliament  desirable,   to  make  some  ar- 
rangement lor  that  purpose.    Deprived  ef 
that  aid  which  their  royal  highnesses  had 
been  accustomed  to  receive  from  their 
father,  he  did  conceive  that  their  situatioa 
might  afibrd  a  proper  aubject  for  the  'deli*^ 
beratian  of  parliamentp-to  consider  whether 
any,  or  what  assistance  should  be  furnished 
tb6ia.-<>«^There  was  one  point  of  the  new 
arrangeomat,  however,  on  which  heith  the 
right  hon.  and  hon.  gentlemen  had  thought 
fit  to  lay  great  etress.    It  was  that  part  ^ 
the  establishment  which  was  reserved  Ae 
attend  on  his  Majesty's  person,  and  wfaicb 
was  to  be  under  the  controul  of  her  Mi^iea- 
ty.  « There  were  various  objections  te  iksi 
pert  ef  the  proposition:   .the  first  waa  to 
theextentof  the  establishment  so  reserved. 
It  might  i>a  reooUected*  that  tm  a  for 
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«^casioD  ke  bad  lUUd  it  to  be  hU  opinioii 
that  th«  House  woold  iM>t  do-  well  ir  they 
provided  in  tUi  respect,  u  if  his  Majesty 
lanst  reBiain  in  the  unhappy  state  in  which 
he  was  at  present  placed :  and  that  they 
epigbt  to  consider  the  possibility  of  his  re- 
gainiBg  complete  cdnsciousoess,  e?en 
should  he  never  be  enabled  to  resume  the 
rmUM  of  government.  Bat  he  was  accused 
of  not  having  put  questions  on  this  subject 
to  the  physicians.  There  was  njo  reason 
fojr  putting' them.  They  had  distinctly 
stated  that  there  were  intervals  in  which 
be  was  capable  of  ei^joying  the  society  of 
his  family.«--('<  Not  since  July/'  from  the 
Opposition  Benches.)-*-Thai  was  trne; 
bilt  there  was  no  reason  to  conclude  that 
the  thing  was  io^ossible ;  and  when  cases 
of  a  similar  description  were  considered,  it 
i^peanMl  that  it  was  not  less  probable  ainoe 
that  period  that  his  Mi^y  should  re- 
powr  the  consciousness  to  which  be  alo 
laded,  than  that  before  that  period  he 
should  have  recovered  th.e  power  of  being 
able  to  exercise  the  royal  authority.  I^ 
thecefore,  the  House  at  all  took  this  cir- 
cumstance into  consideration  they  must 
cfetermine  that  something  like  the  dignity 
of  a  king  should  surround  his  Majesty, 
and  surely  that  which  was  proposed  was 
not  too  much  for  such  a  purpose.  But  the 
principal  objection,  it  seemed,  lay  to  this 
establishment  being  placed  under  the  con- 
tfoui  of  the  Queen.  The  hon.  gentleman 
aifiected  to  perceive  in  that  circumstance 
symptoms  of  a  ceAtinuanoe  of  that  most 
determined  and  settled  distrust  of  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent^  nHiich,  ac* 
cording  to  him,  had  pervaded  the  whole  of 
the  propositMOs  which  be  had  thoof^ht  pro- 
per, on  a  former  occasion,  to  submit  to  the 
adoption  of  parliament.  Now«  really,  if 
the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite  could  find  out 
moy  motive  by  which  the  most  despicable 
and  moM  foe^sh  of  men  ceold  possiUy  be 
induced,  undertime  present  circumstances, 
to  evince  a  4^ep  and  marked  disrespect 
aowards,  and  distrust  of,  his  royal  high- 
less  the  Prince  Regent,  ^  he  left  them  to 
enjoy  their  discov^.  For  his  part,  he 
wae  not  conscrous  of  any  feeling  in  his 
own  mind  so  absurd.  But  let  the  House 
see  what  those  who  wore  so  tenderly 
anxious  about  ^he  Priaee  Regent's  fSselifiigs 
and  character  pressed.  They  contended, 
that  because  his  fioyal  Highness  wu 
worthy  of  confidence  (in  which  he  cor- 
dially'cbncurved  with  them),  that  there- 
fore the  whole  controul  of  his  royal  h* 
ther'a  koosehoUL ahmihl  be  leliin  bis  hands. 


They  thoi^t  this  would  conduce  to  his 
ease  and  comfort.  For  his  part,  he  could 
not  conceive  a  more  invidious  situation 
than  that  in  which  such  an  arrangement 
would  place  the  Prince  Regent,  nor 
could  he  imagine  any  thing  more  revolt- 
ing to  his  royal  highnesses  feelings.  The 
h<m.  gentleman  opposite  acknowledged 
thatHhe  care  of  his  Majesty's  person  ought 
to  be  entrusted  to  the  Queen.  If,'  there- 
fore, any  distrust  of  his  royal  highness 
existed,  here  was  distrust  of  the  blackest 
kind.  But,  surely,  if  it  was  right  that  the 
person  of  his  Majesty  should  be  placed 
under  the  care  of  the  Que#n,  it  was  also 
right,  that  the  attendants  of  bis  IMi^utf 
should  be  placed  under  her  Majeaty's  con« 
troul ;  and  he  was  persuaded  that  nothiajg 
could  be  more  grateful  to  his  royal  high« 
ness's  feelings  than  that  it  should  be  other« 
wise  arranged*  The  right  hon.  gentleman, 
however,  seemed  to  think  that  he  (iha 
ChaocelkMr  of  the  Exchequer)  and  thosn 
with  whom  he  bad  the  honour  to  act,  had 
ifo  means  of  knowing  the  sentimenls  of  hia 
royal  highness,  because  of  the  reatrictioni 
under  which  he  was  placed.  But  h^  would 
ask  the  House  wheib^,  if  his  royal  high* 
ness  really  thought  thm  his  miniatevs  were' 
insulting  and  degrading  him,  there  wag 
any  thing  tn  t^se  rmlrictions  so  soon 
about  to  expire,  which  «wonld  so*  restrain 
htm  in  tlie  ^xerdnc  of  the  royal  fimctixMBa 
as  to  induce  his  royal  hi^hneis  not  to  wttiw 
draw  the  sanction  of  hui  authority  fresn 
such  servants  ?  But  if  it  werie  supposed 
that  vHisislors  were  ignorant  o£  the  Prince^ 
pleasure,  at  least  it  ought  not  to  be  sup-s 
posed  that  they  would  he  so  absurd  as  to 
propose  asiy  thing  to  parliament  highly 
^oiiefMive  ^  to  bis  royal  highness.  The 
House  ought  rather  to  believe  that  the 
soiree*  had  been  subaaitted  to  the  mature 
GOfiskleration  of  his  royal  highness ;  that 
his  royal  highness  had  been  advised  to 
adopt  the  plan  which  had  been  aubmitted 
to  parliament ;  and  thai  that  advice  bad- 
been  accepted.  No  one  could  snpposn 
for  a  moment  that  his  royal  highness  svaa 
not  as  firee  to  change  his  ninitters,  or  that 
be  did  not  possess  as  much  authority  in  hia 
councils,  OS  tf  thoee  resirietions  Vrhkfti 
weve  so  soom  to  teraaiaate,  had  already 
expired.  With  regard  to  the  ntoation  m 
whtoh  his  royal  bighnets  would  hive  becai 
placed,  bad  the  controul  over  his  Majes- 
ty S  person,  and  the  invidious  task  of  doi- 
ii^  out  such  a  portion  of  the  Civil  List  aa^ 
he  thought  propor,  been  committed  to 
him,  he  had  no  heiication  ia  saying,  that 
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the  situation  in  which  the  Bill  before  the 
House  woufd  -place  his  royal  highness,  ma« 
nifested  a  much  more  delicate  attention  to 
his  character  and  feelings.  Had  the  other 
course  been  pursued,  had  it  been  proposed 
by  him  to  transfer  the  whole  controul  to 
his  royal  highnest>  then  he  should  have 
been  told  (and  told  with  infinite  justice) 
that  it  was  casting  an  in? idious  task  upon 
his  royal  highness,  and  laying  by  in  ordei 
to  have  a  future  opportunity  of  insinuat- 
ing that  the  royal  father  had  been  neglect- 
ed by  the  royal  son.  On  this  and  on  every 
other  occasion, he  had  proposed  that  which 
had  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  best  plan. 
The  hon.  gentlemen  opposite  called  it  the 
worst,  but  at  least  he  hoped  the  House 
and  the  country  would  think  it  much  bet- 
ter than  any  thing  they  had  suggested. 
What  evils  did  not  the  hon.  gentleman 
zStci  to  see  in  this  proposed  establish- 
ment !  What  patronage !  Four  lords  of 
the  bedchamber !  and  all  the  pages  i  Then 
so  many  seats  in  parliament !  and  that  was 
the  retreat  he  had  prepared  A>r  himself ! 
This  had  been  called  a  new  court.  As 
individuals  surrounding  the  monarch,  they 
were  unquestionably  a  court.  But  there 
was  nothing  new  in  this.  When  bis  royal 
highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  arrived  at 
that  period  of  life  when  an  establishment 
became  necessary  for  him,  an  establish- 
ment was  formed,  and  parliament  enter- 
tained no  appi:eheiisions  of  the  influence 
which  his  court  would  occasion.  Surely 
the  constitution  of  England  was  not  so 
nicely  balanced  that  four  lords  of  the  bed«* 
chamber  could  overturn  it,  even  with  the 
addition  of  all  the  pages.  He  could  not 
conceive  that,  either  in  or  out  of  the 
House,  there  could  exist  on  iht  one  hand 
any  rational  apprehension  of  the  consti- 
tutional jealousy  which  the  co-operation 
of  the  two  courts  might  be  the  means  of 
occasioning  ;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  any 
rational  apprehension  of  the  inconve* 
niences  which  the' hostility  of  the  two 
courts  might  be  calculated  to  promote  or 
produce.  Minuter  details  he  would  re- 
serve for  the  Committee.  He  had  gone 
as  far  as  be  could  to  obviate  the  general 
objections  to  the  measure.  He  trusted  the 
House  would  feel  that  no  one  could  yote 
against  the  principle 'of  the  Bill  who  did 
not  think  that  it  was  radically  wrong  to 
propose  any  arrangement  before  the  expi- 
ration of  the  restrictions — that  it  was  im- 
proper to  surround  the  King  with  any  dig- 
nity, and  equally  improper  to  entrust  the 
Queen  with  the  controul  of  those  indivi- 
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duals  who  were  to  be  in  attendance  on 
her  royal  consort's  person.  If  the  ar<>i 
rangements  were  too  extensive,  in  the 
Committee  they  might  be  curtailed ;  if 
they  were  too  limited,  in  the  Committee 
they  might  be  increased.  The  general 
principle  was  'that  on  which  the  House 
had  at  present  solely  to  decide. 

Mr.  Arbutfmot  thanked  the  hon.  gentle-* 
man  opposite  for  the  opportunity  which 
he  had  afforded  him  of  assuring  the  House 
that  he  was  anxious  that  the  fullest  and 
most  unreserved  examination  should  take 
place  into  the  accounts  which  had  been 
alluded  to.  He  mutt  also  express  his  ac" 
knowledgments  to  the  hon.  gentleman  for 
the  handsome  manner  iit  which  he  had 
been  pleased  to  speak  of  his  private  life^- 
and  he  hoped,  when  the  accounts  were' 
examined,  the  hon.  gentleman  would  see 
nothing  in  his  public  conduct,  which  would 
preclude  him  from  a  continuance  of  his 
good  opinion.  Unquestionably,  the  sums 
in  the  accounts  to  which  he  had  alluded" 
were  large.  He  felt  that  an  explanation 
was  necessary,  both  for  his  own  sake  and' 
for  that  of  the  country,  and  he  repeated, 
that  he  was  really  and  sincerely  anxious 
to  afford  all  the  information  on  the  subjects 
that  it  was  in  his  power  to  provide.  He 
flattered  himself,  that  until  that  elucida-* 
tion  should  take  place,  the  candour  of  the 
House  would  rescue  him  from  any  unjust 
or  ungenerous  imputations  on  his  conduct* 

Mr.  PoMonby  said,  it  was  a  great  mis^' 
take  on  the  part  of  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to  suppose 
that  either  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr* 
Tiemey),  or  bis  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Whit* 
bread)  bad,  in  any  unqualified  manner, 
condemned  the  charges  that  appeared 
under  the  head  of  extraordinary  disburse- 
ments, still  less  had  they  condemned  the 
individuals  to  whose  names  those  charges 
had  been  annexed ;  it  was  unfair  in  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  to  ar^ue  as  if  they 
had  done  so,  when  the  least  consideration 
must  have  reminded  him  that  they  had 
not.  What  was  the  simple  statement  of 
the  question  ?  A  considerable  increase  to* 
the  expences  of  the  Civil  List  was  pro* 
posed,  and  not  a  single  Youcher  or  doca« 
ment  was  laid  before  the  House  to  shew 
the  necessity  of  that  increase,  save  thn 
mere  naked  assertion  that  there  was  an 
excess  in  the  expenditure  over  the  inconte*^ 
Was  this,  he  asked,  a  parliamentary  ground  I 
From  what  did  this  excess  proceed  ?  Ought- 
not  parliament  to  know  the  cause  of  the^ 
excess  before  they  proceeded  to  discharge 
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it  ?  Did  ihe}'  know  that  extravagance  in 
the  expenditure  was  not  the  cause  ?  And 
before  they  were  satisfied  that  it  was  not 
the  cause,  how  could  they  vote  that  the 
mere  fact  of  that  excess  was.  sufficient 
ground, for  granting  what  that  very  fact 
might  turn  out  to  be  the  best  ground  for 
^refusing?  This  was  the  general  reasoning 
of  his  hon.  friends ;  and  yet  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  thodght  that  he  treated  that 
reasoning  fairly  and  frankly^  when  he 
overlooked  the  general  principle  upon 
which  it  rested,  and  turned  aside  to  trifle 
upon  personal  allusions  that  were  never 
meant,  that  could  not  apply,  and  by  his 
hon.  friends,  at  least,  had  never  been  in- 
tended. Was  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
serious  when  he  affected  to  think  that  his 
hon.  friend  meant  to  censure  the  conduct 
or  invalidate  the  claims  of  sir  Sidney 
Smith  ?  The  right  hon.  gentleman  must 
know  that  every  thins;  opposite  to  censure 
was  meant  Was  there  any  thing  per- 
sonally invidious  in  the  manner  in  which 
his  hon.  friend  had  commented  upon  the 
charges  annexed  to  the  name  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  ?  What  had  that 
Eon.  gentleman  himself  admitted  ?  he  had 
frankly  stated,  that  the  sums  were  of  a 
nature  that  required,  that  called  for  expla- 
nation :  and  yet  the  right  hon.  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  thought  it  a  high 
crime  ^^ld  misdemeanor  against  the  private 
feelings  of  those  gentlemen,  to  require 
that  explanation  which  one  of  them  had 
Tolunteered  to  declare  as  essentially  ne- 
cessary to  the  satisfaction  of  himself,  the 
House  and  the  country :  and  yet,  with  this 
evidence  before  them,  it  was,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  cri- 
minal even  to  suggest  the  propriety  of 
famishing  the  House  with  this  information, 
which  was  the  full  extent  of  the  offence 
laid  to  the  charge  of  his  hon.  friend.  He 
had  only  asked  that  these  monies  should 
be  accounted  for,  and  would  any  man  lay 
his  band  upon  his  heart  and  say,  that  there 
was  then  before  him  sufficient  evidence  to 
justify  the  vote  of  these  respective  charges  ? 
Bid  any  man  know  how  they  had  been 
incurrea  ?  And  would  they  vote  to  defray 
them  without  first  knowing  that  ?  He  had 
been  accused  of  not  understanding  the 
plan  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  He 
could  not  help  his  understaoding,  and  he 
was  but  too  woU  aware  of  its  slowness  of 
comprehension  to  attempt  to  stand  up  in 
that  place  in  defence  of  it ;  l^ot  bis  dull- 
ness on  this  occasion  was  not  without  very 
high  sanction.    For  it  appeared  that  the 


right  hon.  gentleman  himself  did  not  at 
first  fully  understand  his  own  scheme. 
He  had,  upon  the  night  of  introducing  it 
to  the  House,  proposed  the  appointment 
of  three  commissioners  to  superintend  the 
private  property  of  the  king,  and  to  each 
of  whom  he  proposed  to  give  a  salary  of 
l,6oo/.  a  year.  This  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman did  from  not  understanding*  the  ^ 
nature  of  the  property  so  to  be  audited  ; 
but  when  the.  matter  became  gradually 
more  intelligible  to  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, then  he  was  of  course  enabled  to 
render  it  more  intelligible  to  others.— 
With  regard  to  the  remarks  that  had  been 
made  as  to  the  opinions  of  the  Prince,  or 
the  distrust  shewn  towards  him  as  Regent, 
he  should  dismiss  them  with  one  observa- 
tion, that  he  thought  it  neither  constitu- 
tional nor  very  respectful  towards  that 
House,  to  introduce  into  the  midst  of  its 
discussions  any  mention  of  the  feelings  or 
motives  of  the  head  of  the  executive  go- 
vernment, to  influence  or  sway  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  British  House  of  Commons. 
He  thought  therefore  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  would  have  acted  more  wisely 
in  abstaining  firom  observations  afiect* 
ing  whatever  might  be  supposed  to  be  the 
motives  of  the  Prince  as  Prince  Regent, 
$t  the  same  time  that  he  entirely  concurred 
with  him  in  thinking  that  the  present  mi- 
nisters came  before  parliament  with  all 
the  sanction  that  the  constitution  gave  to 
the  reputed  servants  of  the  crown,  in  ori- 
ginating any  measure  in  that  House.-^ 
He  had  two  objections  to  the  principle  of 
the  Bill.  The  firs^  was,  that  it /did  not 
ffive  the  entire  administration  of  the  house- 
hold to  the  Prince.'  This  the  right  hon; 
gentleman  described  as  placing  the  Prince 
Regent  in  an  invidious  situation.  Now  he 
thought  otherwise :  he  was  not  to  presame 
that  there  could  possibly  exist  a  minister 
so  lost  to  every  sense  of  public  or  private 
duty,  as  to  be  capable  of  advbing  the 
Prince  Regent  to  do  one  act  that  could 
tend  in  the  slightest  manner  to  .diminish 
the  means  of  comfort  and  consolation,  of 
which  the  unfortunate  state  of  his  royal 
parent  was  susceptible.  Secondly,  as  to 
the  property  of  the  Prince,  he  did  not  see 
why  that  of  the  Regent  should  be  less 
than  that  of  the  King;  and  as  to  the  en- 
gagements of  honour,  he  asked  what  par* 
liamentary  knowledse  they  had  of  those 
engagements?  Beside,  he  .  spoke  as  a 
member  of  parliament,  when  be  said  that 
he  felt  an  unconquerable  objection  to  any 
branches  of  the  royal  family  receiving  any 
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grantf  but  what  were  poWtcfy  giren  by 
parliament;  and  there  ought  to  have  been 
a  message  to  that  House  from  the  Prince ; 
it  would  have  been  the  more  dignified  and 
constitutional  mode  of  proceeding ;  there 
, would  have  been  no  reluctance  on  the 
part  of  that  House  to.  deal  m6it  liberally 
with  the  Prince.  Before  he  sal  down,  he 
must  advert  to  the  ridicule  which  the  ridit 
hon.  gentleman  had  thrown  around  what 
was  thought  by  him  to  be  a  vain  fear  of 
danger  resulting  from  the  existence  of  two 
courts.  They  ought,  however,  to  bear  in 
mind  the  lessons  of  hirftory  upon  this  sub- 
ject, and  to  legislate,  not  according  to  their 
well  grounded  hopes  of  what  would 
happen,  but  according  to  their  remoter 
fearsof  what  might  happen.  Her  Majesty 
had,  independently  of  this  new  court, 
58,000/.  These  together  conferred  a 
^  power  and  influence  which,  in  other  hands, 
might  lead  to  considerable  abuse.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by  ex- 
pressing hit  determination  to  oppose  those 
parts  of  the  Bill  to  which  his  objections 
applied. 

Mr.  Adam  said  he  should  shortly  trouble 
tbe  House,  by  staling  why  he  sh^ould  vote 
for  the  Speaker's  now  leaving  the  chair. 
The  principle  of  the  Bill  was  one  in 
which  almost  every  gentleman  agreed ; 
but  when  *he  looked  ^  the  clauses  of 
the  Bill,  every  single  clause  seemed  to 
raise  a  distinct  principle.  If  that  was  so, 
in  a  measure  of  so  much  importance, 
which  went  to  the  very  foundation  of  the 
monarchy,  which  was  not  at  present  com- 
plete, he  was  of  opinion  no  time  should  be 
lost  in  going  knU^  the  committee.  He 
,  ihottld  not  now  enteV\  into  the  details  of 
the  Bill,  as  these  might  be  so  much  better 
discussed  in  the  Committee,  where  they 
would  not  be  under  the  fetters  by  which 
Ihey  were  bound  in  the  House.  There 
was  only  one  clause  to  which  he  should 
now  allude,  and  if  it  should  receive  a  mi- 
nute discussion  in  the  Committee,  he 
pledged  himself  to  meet  it,  and  to  give 
pach  an  explanation  on  the  subject  as,  he 
imstedy  would  prove  satisfactory.  The 
clause  to  which  he  alluded  was  that  by 
which  it  was  proposed  that  50,000/.  a  year 
should  be  transferred  from  the  Excbeauer 
Income  of  the  Prince  Regent,  to  the  Civil 
List,  while  the  remaining  70,000/.  was  re- 
tained by  his  Royal  Highness.  He  trusted 
he  should  be  able  to  satisfy  the  mind  of 
every  man  of  honour  and  of  honesty,  that 
this  was  an  arrangement  strictly  becoming, 
end  the  very  bes^  which,  in  tbe  circam- 
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stances  of  the  case,  could  be  resorted  to. 
Tbtre  was  another  clause,  which  regarded 
the  expenditure  under  the  Civil  List,  as  to 
the  items  of  which  there  were  at  present 
a  number  of  documents  on  the  table  of 
tbe  House.  These  it  would  be  still  com- 
petent to  look  into,  even  after  the  present 
Bill  had  been  passed  into  a  law.  They 
were  introduced  into  this  Bill,  that  it 
might  appear,  that,  at  the  time  when  his 
Royal  Highness  took  on  himself  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Civil  List,  it  was  inade- 
quate to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
granted,  and  that  this  inadequacy  was  not 
imputable  to  his  Royal  Highness.  He 
thought  the  present  was  the  most  (It  of  any 
Bill  that  he>ever  recollected  oh  the  table 
of  that  House,  to  go  to  a  Committee,  be- 
cause every  clause  in  it  went  to  a  separate 
measure. 

Mr.  Tiemetf  explained,  that  his  object 
was  not  to  oppose  the  Bill  going  to  a  Com* 
^ittee,  although,  if  he  consulted  his  own 
individual  ftelings,  he  might  even  have 
gone  that  length.  His  object  at  present 
was,  only  to  postpone  going  into  the 
Committee  for  a  ^ime,  till  they  could  pro* 
core  information  on  certain  points  which 
were  necessary  to  be  ascertained,  in  order 
to  enable  the  House  to  come  to  a  fair  an- 
derstanding  of  the  measure. 

Tbe  House  then  divided,  on  the  question 
that  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  chair. 
Ayes  141 — Noes  59— Mayority  82. 

List  qf  the  Minoriiy, 

AbercrombjT)  J.  Hamilton,  Lord  A. 

Adair,  R.  Halsey,  J. 

Althorpe,  Lord  Herbert,  Hon.  W. 

BabingtoQ,  T.  HorDcr,  F. 

Baring,  A.  hutcbinson,  C. 

Barnard,  S.  Howard,  W. 
Bennett,  Hon.R.H.  A.    Howarth,  H. 

Brand,  Hon.  T.  Hume,  W.  H. 

Brougham,  H.  Jackson,  J. 

Bask,  T.  Knight,  R. 
Colborne,  N.  W.  R.       Kemp,  T. 

Combe,  Harvey  Lamb,  Hon.  W. 

Creevejr,  T.  LitUeton,  W.  H. 

Cothbert,  J.  R.  Lloyd,  H. 

Dundas,  L.  Macdonald,  J. 

Doncannon,  Lord  Martin,  H. 

Eden,  Hon.  G.  Matbew,  Col.  M. 

Elliott,  W.  Moore,  P. 

Ferguson,  Gen.  North,  D. 

Folkestone,  Lord  Ord,  W. 

Frankhmd,  W.  Oseulstoo,  Lofd 

Fre«iantk,W.  H.  PamtW,  H. 

OiKD.  Phipps,Oe». 

Gower,  Lord  Prewie,  Hon.  F.  A. 

Greenhill,  B.  Ponsonby,  O. 

Grenfell,P^  Ridley,  Sir  M.  W.      , 

Guise,  Sir  Wiu.  Sharp,  R. 
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Scudamore,  IL  P. 
Tarton,  Sir  T. 
Tieroejr,  G. 
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Wbitbrewl,  S. 
Wrottc*ley,  H. 
Vernou,  G.  G.  V. 


Mr.  W.  Smith  wit  that  in,  and  countad, 
against  hit  inclination,  with  the  Majority  ; 
ImiI  by  the  same  accident,  general  Phippt 
was  sfaateot,  and  counted  with  the  Mino- 
rity. 

The  Hoqse  having  gone  into  a  Com- 
mitter on  the  Bill,  the  first  clause,  granting 
to  his  Majeffty,  daring  his  indisposition,  a 
fiirtber  sum,  to  be  paid  oat  of  the  Con- 
aolidaled  Faad  of  Great  Britain,  was  read, 
and  the  blanks  were  filled  ap  with  70,000^ 
to  commence  from  the  J  8th  February  1812. 

The  ChantUorqf  iht.Exckeqmer  proposed 
that  the  other  claoses  down  to  clause  14th 
should  be  postponed,  it  being  his  intention 
to.  divide  the  Bill  into  two,  and  to  incor- 
porate the  clauses  omitted  into  a  separate 
BiJI. 

The  1 4th  clanse  being  read,  by  which 
it  is  declared  that  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  Regenthas  been  graciously  pleased 
to  declare  his  intention  of  transferring  the 
sum  of  50,000/.  issued  to  him  annually  from 
the  exchequer,  in  aid  of  the  revenues  of 
the  Civil  List. 

Mr.  TVcmey  wished  to  know  where  that 
declaration  of  the  intention  of  his  Royal 
Highness  was  to  be  found. 

The  ChmuMor  qf  ike  Eacd^e^  appre- 
hended, that  the  statement  oi  the  minis- 
ters of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Re- 
fent,  that  such  was  his  intention,  was  suf- 
cient.  If  gentlemen  should  be  of  opinion, 
however,  that  this  was  not  enough,  it 
might  be  sufficient,  on  a  future  day,  to 
signify  his  Royal  Highnesses  assent  in  a 
more  formal  manner. 

Mr.  Tiemey  was  of  opinion,  the  consent 
should  coqae  from  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  not  from  the  Prince  Regent. 

Mr.  Whitbread  asked,  did  not  the  right 
hon.  gentlemaQ  think  that  the  consent,  or 
whatever  $lse  be  wl9hed  to  call  it,  should 
be  brought  forward  in  a  more  formal  man- 
ner ?  la  such  a  way,  at  leasts  as  that  it 
might  appear  ofn  the  Journals  ?  Should  it 
not  be  in.  the  form  of  a  message  ? 

Mr.  Fremanik  was  of  opinion,  that  till 
they  saw  the  declaration  of  his  Royal 
Highness,  the  House  could  not  proceed  a 
single  step. 

Mr.  Fotumdty  did  ,not  wish  to  be  cap- 
tious, but  still  he  did  not  see  how  the  Com- 
mittee could  proceed,  no  conpent-or  de- 
claration of  his  Rc^al  Uighness  haying 
been  referred  to  thein* 

(VOL.  XXI.) 


Jan.  127,  1812.  [370 

The  Ckancelicr  of  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
believed  it  would  be  better,  as  a  matter 
of  form,  that  the  chairman  should  report 
progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  chairman  accordingly  put  the  Ques« 
tion,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House 
resumed,  when  the  chairman  obtained 
leave  for  the  Committee  to  sit  again  that 
night. 

The  Chamxilor  </  ike  Exchepier  then 
signified  the  consent  of  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  Prince  Regent  to  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  50,0004  a  year  from  his  Ex- 
chequer Income,  as  specified  in  the  Bill. 

The  ^)eaker  said,  that  this  was  exactly 
similar  to  a  case  in  the  year  nOO,  when 
the  King's  consent  was  presented  to  «  Bill 
then  depending,  ih  which  his  Majesty  was 
interested.  ^ 

.Mr.  Tiemey  contended,  that  a  consent 
of  this  kind  ought  to  be  in  writing.  It 
ought,  he  should  imagine,  to  be  by  mes- 
sage ;  and  that,  too,  not  from  the  Prince 
R^ent,  but  from  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the 
latter  being  the  character  in  which  the- 
consent  was  given. 

The  Ckmioeilor  4^  ike  Exchequer  9Md,hiB 
Royal  Highness  combined  both  charactera 
in  himself,  and  he  unquestionably  had 
his  Royal  Highness's  authority  to  declare 
the  present  omsent  on  his  behalf. 

The  Speaker  said,  the  Prince  of  Wales 
surely  could  not  be  divested  of  any  pro- 
perty standing  in  his  name  without  his 
own  consent.  The  House  however  had, 
on  such  occasions,  often  thought  it  con- 
venient to  go  through  even  to  the  last 
stage;  before  any  consent  was  given « 
Such  consent  must  undoubtedly  be  ready 
to  be  given,  whenever  required,  and  must 
in  all  caies  be  produced  before  the  passing 
of  the  Bill;  but  there  was  no  occasion^ 
nor  was  it  the  practice  that  this  should  be 
done  by  message :  if  consented  to,  that 
consent  was  taken  verbally. 

Mr.  Tiemey  still  submitted  that  the  con- 
sent ought  to  be  by  his  Royal  Highness 
in  his  capacity  of  Prince  of  Wales. 

Mr.  AtUm  said,  that  there  was  no  doubt 
of  the  identity  of  person  in  the  Prince  of 
Wales  and  Prince  Regent.  This  was  a 
matter  of  state,  and  the  proper  persons  to 
be  conferred  with  by  his  Royal  Highness 
on  such  occasions,  were,  unquestionably, 
his  ministers,  and  it  was  they,  of  course, 
who  were  to  signify  his  Royal  Highness's 
consent  to  this  measure.  It  might  seem 
absurd  in  him  to  say,  if  his  right  hon. 
friend  chose  to  separate  the  Prince  of 
Wales  from  the  Prince  Regent,  that  bo 
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was  reftdy  to  gire  the  content  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales  to  this  m^aiiire;   thoogh  be 
must  say,  that  the  proper  conseot  Sad  al- 
ready been  gi?en  by^  the  right  hon.  gcfn- 
tleman,  who  had  been  conferred  with  by 
bis   Boyal  Highness,  as  having  the  ar- 
mngement  of  the  whole  of  the  btisineiM. 
'    Mr.  SpmUmr  said,  in  point  of  forfli,  the 
whole  was  now  complete,  and  the  mily 
emry  necciiary  to  be  made  oo  the  Jour* 
nals  was,  thnt  the  measore  was  consented 
to  on  the  part  of  his  royal  krighness. 
.  The  Bmsc  affam  resolved  into  a  com- 
mittee on  the  Bill,  when 
-  Mr*  Bnmd  objected    to    the   smn  of 
lOfiOOL  remaining  at  Ihe  disposal  of  the 
execoUfe  in  addition  to  the  present  Civil 
List.     He  wished  to  know,  why  the  whole 
120,000^1  which  formed  the  Exchequer 
incoMe,  of  tlie  Prince   ef  Wales,   was 
n#t  transferred  to  the  Civil  list,  instead  of 
the  iO,OOQl.  as  specified  in  the  clause  in 
qneslion  I  He  pat  the  qeestion  in  hopes  of 
the  promised  eaepUuiaiion  from  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend. 

Mr.  Adam  said,  a  considerable  deal  of 
M&r^nce  had  been  made  to  some  pecnlia- 
vittes  in  the  sitoation  of  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent,  which  some  gentlemen 
ealled  hononrable  obligations,  and  which 
others  gave  the  real  term,  debts.  It  was 
of  very  little  importance,  however,  what 
denomination  was  applied  to  there..  From 
the  year  1795,  his  royal  highness  had  not 
been  in  the  coarse  of  managing  his  own 
aflUrs^  hot  ihe  course  was,  when  an  ac- 
ooont  was  not  paid  after  the  lapse  of  a 
qoavter,  that  the  person  claiming  it  shonki 
give  ten  days  notice  to  the  proper  ofi&cer, 
nnd  if  he  thiled  to  give  such  notice,  the 
demand  oould  not  afterwards  be  recovered ; 
or  if  the  oflker  neglected  to  give  it  i»,.he 
himself  becamo  liable  to  pny  it  It  was 
impossible  that  in  such  an  establishment, 
things  conld  go  on  with  sach  strictness  as 
this,  and  it  was  an  additional  trwt  in  his 
voyal  biffhness's  honoimble  character,  that 
lie  would  not  suffer  any  persons  to  be  suf> 
fetem  by  onnssions  inch  as  these.  It  so 
happened  that  in  1803,  there  were  debts 
which  could  not  be  liquidated;  and  at 
this  time,  three  times  60,000/.  were  given 
to  his  royal  highness  by  anticipation. 
Tb^e  were  a  number  of  obligations  of 
honour  due  by  his  royal  highness.  One 
of  them  bein^  a  debt  to  the  Elector  of 
Hease,  or  as  it  was  then  called,  the  Fo- 
reign Loan.  One  half  of  these  were  to 
be  paid  by  commissioners  appointed,  fer 
the  purpose;  Md-the  other  half  bemg  an 
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obligation  of  hononr,  his  royal  hlghneai 
took  on  hknself.    There  were  k  number  of 
creditors,  Arom  whose  accounts  m  deduc- 
tion of  ten  per  cent,  was  tak^  by  the  per- 
sons appointed  to  investigate  them.    From 
many  this  dednction  was  prpperly  made# 
and  from  others  not      Birt  his   royal 
hij^iness  thooght  himself  in  honoifr  boind 
to  pay  this  to  thei^  all.     It  was  at  this 
time  clearly  understood  thai  his  income 
was  to  luifer  no  defalcation,  bat  dwt  m 
Certain  proportion  of  it  was  to  be- applied 
in  payment  of  his  debts.     The  incdme 
tiz  had  then  ceased^  but  being  soon  after 
renewed,  by  the  strict  letter  of  the  ]aw» 
bb  royal  highness  became  subject  to  the 
property  tax,  by  whick  m^ans  IQfiiQili.  a 
year  of  that  ^nd,  wfaioh  his  officers  had 
calculated  upon  fer  ^discharge  of  hie 
debts,  was  swaUo#ed  up,  and  produced  « 
considerable  eiibarrassment.      hi  ttaesn 
cireumstances  they  went  on  for  two  or 
three  years ;    and  in  the  yeark  1 801  or 
1 80i^  there  were  other  demands  of  a  perso* 
hal  nature  which  Ml  on  his  royal  higfa^ 
ness,  and  he,  anxious  to  save  the  publio 
from  any  fresh  burden  on  account  of  his 
CmxhI^  in  atimo  of  virar,  himself  disoharg* 
ed  this  obligation,  to  the  amountdf  49,00014 
These  difiirent  sums,  on  which  he  bad  no 
idea  he  should  have  been  called  on  t# 
pay,  amounted  to  175,000/.    Tliese  wem 
assets  which  his  royal  htghness  had  a  right 
to  calculate  on,  and  which  would  havo 
gone  a  considerable  length  in  the  pay- 
ment of  his  debts.    There  was,  howeyer, 
another  pecniiarity  in  the  sitaatien  of  hie 
royal  highness.    He  lived  in  it  royal  ptK 
lace,  and  for  his  house,  unlike  all  othtfr 
loyal  palaces,  he  had  been  obliged  to  fky 
taxes  and  other  burdens,  even  where  the 
taniture.  was  not  bis  own,  to  the  amount 
of  upwards  of  4,oeX)f.  a  year.    He  had 
even  laid  out  sums  of  money  in  repafrtffg 
and  beaotiiying  what  was  really  a  royal 
palace.   These  sums  in  the  whole  would  go 
nearly  to  the  full  payment  of  all  the  debtt 
of  his  royal  highness,  exduding  the  lb- 
reign  claims.    Up  to  the  year  1809,  hfs 
royal  highness  had  paid  12,000/.  a  year 
to  the  Princess  of  Wales»  and  fVom  thAt 
time  he  had  encreased  it  to  17  fi90i.    So^ 
that  the  amount  of  bk  obligations  at  Mi 
moment  exceeded  55,000/.  a  year;  and, 
in  the  sitoation  in  which  his  rdyai  high^ 
ness  was  now  plaeed,  hating  to  «tep  from 
Prince  of  Wales  to  Prince  Resent,  hH 
first  wllh  wasi  that  those  obligatimis  of 
honomr  rtmkl  not  be  defeated,  white  at 
the  same  time  as  Utile  additiotial  burdM 
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m  poiiiMe  a)^ouM  be  thrown  on  the  coort« 
try.  If  there  was  a  mearare  cakalated  to 
efibet  this  object,  he  (Mr.  Adam)  thought 
tht  present  was  that  measure.  Ftam  16 
t^  17,006/.  a  yelhr  additional  was  ne* 
eesnury  toliquidate  all  these  demands^  and 
his  royal  highness  could  not,  in  these  cir<* 
ennstances,  propose  to  hand  OTerto  the 
Ciril  List  a  gk'eater  sum  than  50,000/.  a 
year.  He  was  ih  hopes,  however,  that 
ihenSairs  of  the  Civil  list  might  after 
4iis  be  carried  on  without  any  ^dittonal 
borden  to  the  country.  The  Prince  of 
Wales  made  no  additional  charge  on  the 
p«bfic  on  his  own  account  Supposing  for 
a  moment  he  was  to  give  up  the  70,0^.  ? 
Suppose  he  was  to  come  to  parliament, 
and  ask  of  them  as  he  did  before }  If  he 
addressed  himself  ad  wrecundkm  of  gen* 
tiemen,  he  could  not  doubt  that  they 
would  think  it  proper  that  ,the  whole 
amount  of  his  royal  highnesses  debu 
tfhookl  be  paid.  He  (Mr.  Adam)  could 
say,  that  It  was  not  the  intention  of  his 
royal  highness  to  set  op  his  claim  on  ac- 
count of  Cornwall ;  but,  to  his  mind,  it 
formed  a  strong  feature  in  his  royal  high- 
aess's  case.  Taking  all  the  sums  he  had 
expended,  and  by  which  he  had  improved 
Che  royal  palaces;  all  the  suiiis  he  had 
paid,  which  never  Prince  before  paid, 
amounting  altogether  to  upwards  of 
300,000/.  besides  his,  claim  on  account  of 
Gomwall,  on  which  'subject  anxious  and 
deliberate  opinbns  had  been  given,  all  in 
)iis  royal  highnesi^s  favour,  by  a  I^rd 
Chancellor  olEngland,  a  Lord  <5hance]lor 
of  Ireland,  and  a  'Chief  Justice  of  the 
court  of  CommoKi  Pleas :  when  these 
things  were  consider^,  and  when  his 
nyal  highness  came  and  askiad  of  parlia« 
meat  only  to  enable  him  to  fulfil  the  ho* 
Bonrable  ob1i§rations  he  had  entered  into, 
be  asked,  ought  not  such  a  claim  to  pass, 
not  onlv  as  necessary,  but  by  acclama- 
tian  f  He  (Mr.  Adam)  was  one  of  the  per- 
sons by  wikom  the  trust  to  which  he  al- 
luded was  formed;  and  he  could  say, 
that  not  pnly  had  it  hot  been  impeded, 
but  it  had  been  accelerated  by  his  royal 
Irighness.  From  his  own  property  of 
Ci^nwall,  about  60,0001.  had  been  receiv- 
ed* all  of  which  had  ffOne  in  discharge  of 
bis  royal  highnesses  debts,  except  3,000/. 
Of  these  he  (Mr.  Adam)  himself  had  sent 
1^600/.  to  one,  another  1,000/.  to  a  second, 
and  the  third  1,000/.  io  a  third  object  of 
liberaKiy,  which  did  honour  to  the  heart 
ef  his  royal  highness,  [Hear^  liear!]  Of 
dM  tniitees  \>j  whom  Us  royal  highnesses 
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aflWrs  were  managed,  he  shonid  say  n^ 
thing.  The  House  would  form  their  o#ai 
judgment  on  that  head.  Besides  faimseff, 
they  consisted  of  col.  M^Mafaon  and  Mr. 
Coutts,  his  royd  faighness's  banker.  Hi 
trusted  they  had  at  least  acted  like  honest 
men.— The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
concluded  in  words  to  the  following  effiN;t  t 
i  have  now  said  all  that  is  necessary  to 
give  the  Committee  a  just  impression  of 
the  situation  and  conduct  of  his  royal 
highness.  I  trust  I  have  done  it  with  per* 
feet  respect  and  order  as  it  regards  thi 
House,  with  sincerity  to  the  country,  and 
with  fidelity  to  the  Prince.  This  is  pro- 
bably the  last  act  of  mv  parilamentary 
life-lthe  last  time  I  shall  have  an  opport«^ 
nky  of  addressing  you  within  this  House. 
Circumstances  which  it  is  of  no  conse^ 
quencetothe  world  to  know,  have  render-* 
ed  it  necessary  for  me  to  resume  my  pro* 
fossional  avocations.  I  hope,  however; 
I  may  indulge  that  elation  of  mind  wbicM 
can  alone  result  from  a  consciousness  of 
hhving  acted  right,  and  that  I  am  dosing 
a  long  politicM  life,  with  the  refiectioil 
that  I  have  honestly  discharged  my  doty^ 
[Hear!  hear!] 

Mr.  Brand  stated,  that  if  the  exp)ana»> 
tion  which  had  been  just  given  by  his  hon^ 
and  learned  friend  had  been  offered  in  an 
earlier  stage  of  the  debate,  he  shonld  not 
have  troubled  the  H^use  with  hisd^jectioa 
Although  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  pro^ 
sent  mode  of  meeting  the  exigency  was 
not  weU  selected ;  still  he  thought,  after 
the  candid  statement  just  made,  the  House 
would  no  longer  t>bject  to  relieving  the 
embarrassments  of  the  Prince. 

Mr.  Tierney  said,  that  after  the  full  and 
satisfactory  statement  of  his  respected 
fKehd,  there  could  be  but  one  feMing  in 
that  House,  or  the  country,  on  the  sub* 
ject  of  the  Princef's  conduct  as  to  his  ho- 
noiirable  engagemenu;  nor  could  he  help 
observing  that  there  was  no  one  to  whom 
the  honourable  fulfilment  of  an  honoorabfo 
engagement  could  be  better  entrusted,  than 
to  one  of  such  acknowledged  accuracy 
and  fidelity.  It  appeared  that  the  Prince^i 
debts  were  in  a  trai^  to  be  disbursed, 
when  the  plan  was  prevented,  partly  by  the 
visitation  of  Providence  and  partly  by  the 
provisions  of  an  act  of  that  House.  As  ihe 
Prince  had  been  placed  in  an  unexpected 
situation,  in  which  It  was  the  duty  of  par* 
liament  to  assist  him,  it  was  their  duty  t4  , 
interfere  between  the  Prince  and  his  cre<< 
ditors,  and  to  relieve  those  embarrassment! 
which  its  own  enactmenu  bad  brought 
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CO ;  yet  he  disapproTed  of  the  proposed 
method  of  eztinguisbiDg  these  difficulties; 
it  was  one  by  which  no  saving  would 
accrue  to  the  country,  and  which  would 
pot  the  Prince  under  the  unpleasant  ap- 
pearance o^  drawing  annually  a  large  sum 
from  the  public.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  some  member  of  higher  authority  than 
JUmself,  and  whose  character  and  rank 
ini|^ht  place  him  beyond  suspicion  of  a 
fillister  motive,  would  speedily  bring  for- 
ward a  specific  motion  to  place  the  Prince 
in  that  situation  in  which  all  his  well- 
wishers  must  wi«h  to  desire  him,  with  his 
mind  free  from  all  anxiety,  and  capable  of 
devoting  its  entire  faculties  to  the  public 
service. 

The  ]4th  clause  was  then  passed. — On 
the  15th  clause  being  read, 

Mr.  Gi/e« opposed  it,  principally  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  incorrect  to  say  that 
the  deficiencies  bad  been  all  made  up, 
those  arising  in  the  year  1811  being  not 
yet  supplied. 

Mr.  Brougham  objected  strongly  to  what 
was  here  proposed;  that  in  addition  to  a 
civil  list  already  amounting  to  upwards  of 
],000,000/.  a  still  farther  addition  of 
194,000/.  should  be  made,  and,  that,  loo, 
out  of  a  secret  fund,  without  being  appro- 
priated by  parliamenU-r-He  also  opposed 
the  manner  proposed  by  the  right  hon. 

fentleman  of  filling  up  the  blank,  because 
e  found  that  the  estimate  of  1 804  was 
framed  upon  three  difierent  successive  Re- 
ports of  Committees  of  that  House,  and  he 
therefore  submitted  an  amendment,  which 
he  did  not  wish  however  to  press  to  a  divi- 
sion, '''That  instead  of  applying  to  parlia- 
ment when  the  excess  rose  to  120,000/. 
the  application  should  be  made  as  soon  as 
such  excess  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
10,000/." 

A  division  being  now  called  for,  the 
gallery  was  cleared,  and  the  numbers  ap- 
peared to  be  105  for  tbe  clause,  S3  against 
It.  The  other  clauses  being  then  read,  the 
House  resumed,  and  the  Report  was  order- 
ed  to  be  received  to-morrow. 
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(  Tueiday,  January  28. 
Local  Militia.]  Mr.  H.  AddingUm 
•aid,  that  understanding  it  to  be  the  in- 
tention to  introduce  a  new  Local  Militia 
B1II9  and  to  dUmiss  those  who  had  com- 
pleted their  four  years  service  under  the 
present  regulation,  he  thought  it  right 
that  the  House  should  be  furoished  with 
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certain  documents  on  that  subject  before 
any  step  was  taken  in  it»  and  for  those  do- 
cuments he  should  now  move.  He  knew 
from  his  own  experience,  that  in  the  corpe« 
at  the  head  of  which  hehad  the  honour  to 
be  placed,  consisting  of  700  men,  there 
were  no  less  than  300  out  of  that  number 
willing  to  remain,  so  that  if  a  similar  spirit 
existed  in  othej  corps,  in  the  same  propor- 
tion, the  intended  Bill  would  be  rendered 
altogether  unnecessary.  He  called  upoa 
the  noble  lord,  who  was  the  father  of  thia 
measure  (lord  Castlereagh),  and  whom  he 
was  happy  to  see  now  in  his  place,  to 
watch  over  itwith  atruly  parental  attention; 
and  he  was  confident  that  if  proper  care 
was  taken,  the  country  would  at  the  end  of 
the  4  years  possess  40  or  50,000  effective 
Local  Militia-men.    He  then  moved, 

**  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Hous^  e 
Return  of  the  whole  Local  Militia  tbroe  of 
Great  Britain,  if  complete,  according  to  its 
present  establishmeni,  distinguishing  the 
number  m  each  county ;  also  a  return  of 
the  number  of  Local  Miiitia-meii,  includ- 
ing noo-cummissiooed  officers  and  drunv 
mers,  enrolled  and  serving  at  the  period 
of  their  lust  respective  training,  specifying 
the  numbers  in  each  county  ;  also  a  re- 
turn of  the  number  of  men  who  will  been*- 
litled  to  their  discharge  from  the  Local 
Militia  on  or  before  the  25th  of  Decem- 
ber 1812,  on  account  of  their  having  com- 
pleted their  four  years  service,  specifying 
the  numbers  in  each  county .''<- Ordered. 

Petition  from  Caithness  respecting 
Reform  of  Parliament.]  Mr.  Sinclair. 
said,  that  he  had  been  instructed  by  his 
constituents  to  present  to  the  House  a  Pe- 
tition, which  he  now  held  in  hi&  hand,  ex- 
pressive of  their  sentiments  on  the  subject 
of  Parliamentary  Reform.  The  anxiety 
of  the  freeholdersof  Caithness  to  take  some 
opportunity  in  the  course  of  the  present 
session,  to  recommend  this  measure  to  the 
attention  of  the  House,  arose  in  some  de- 
gree firom  the  hardship  to  which  they  were 
at  present  subjected,  in  choosing  a  member 
alternately  with  the  county  of  Bute  (a 
county  with  which  they  were  nowise  con- 
nected, either  in  point  of  interests  or  of 
local  situation)  in  consequence  of  which> 
they  would  have  no  representative  in  the 
ensuing  parliament,  to  receive  their  in- 
structions or  to  attend  to  their  interests* 
But  this  was  not  the  principal,  far  less  the 
only  inducement  by  which  they  were  ac- 
tuated in  laying  this  Petition  before  the 
House.   They  were  no  less    anxious   to 
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prove,  that  at  tiie  Dortherii  as  well  at  tlie 
ffOQtbem  extirmity  of  tbeempire,  io  Caith- 
Beaa  at  well  as  in  Coriiwall,  the  necessity  of 
a  temperate  us^  efiectual  Reform  in  Par- 
liameni  was  felt  and  acknowledged. 
When  the  state  of  the  representation  of 
Scoiland  should  be  brought  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Honse^  it  would  appear 
that  the  nomber  both  of  the  fireeholdert 
and  of  their  representatives  was  by  bo 
means  proportioned  to  the  extent,  to  the 
importance,  or  to  the  population  of  that 
country,  of  which  it  was  impossible  to  ad^ 
duce  a  stronger  instance  than  the  case  of 
that  county  which  be  had  the  honour  to  re- 
present, a  county,  which,  howefer  inferior 
to  mnny  in  wealth  and  in  extent,  yielded  to 
none  in  respectability  or  independence, 
but  which,  onder  the  present  system,  was 
'excluded,  during  every  alternate  parlia* 
ment,  from  all  participation  in  the  national 
councils.  He  should  refrain  on  this  occa- 
sion from  making  any  observations  on  the 
general  question  of  Parliamentary  Reform, 
the.  propriety  of  which  it  was  unnecessary 
at  present  toxiiscuss.  He  trujited  that  the 
task  of  pointing  out  to  the  House,  not  only 
the  extent  of  the  evil,  but  the  practicabi- 
lity as  well  as  the  expediency  of  a  safe 
and  a  sufficient  remedy^  would  devolve 
upon  some  gentleman  as  anxious  as  he  was 
Cor  the  success  of  the  cause,  and  much 
more  capable  to  do  it  justice.  He  should 
j[kow  eontent  himself  with  moving  for 
leave  to  bring  up  the  Petition. — The  fol- 
lowing Petition  was  then  brought  up  and 
reiid : 

-  *  **  Unto  the  Honourable  the  House  of 
Commons,  the  Petition  of  the  Free- 
'  "  holders  of  the  County  of  Caithness, 
assembled  .at  Wick  upon  the  '2^ih  day 
of  August  1811,  to  elect  a  represen- 
tative to  the  Imperial  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain*  - 

«'  Sheweth ;  That  your  Petitioners  are 
deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  res- 
ponsibility which  attaches  to  them»  in  ex- 
ercising their  constitutional  right  of  de- 
puting a  proper  person  to  aid  in  the  na- 
tional councils,  and  in  the  preservation  of 
the  liberties  of  the  subject  against  en- 
croachment ;  and  feel  themselves  impe- 
riously called  upon  to  state  to  your  ho- 
nourable House  their  conviction,  that  great 
and  alarming  innovations^ have  been  made 
npon  thif  first  and  vital  part  of  the  British 
oonstitotioo. 

"  It  is  the  firm  persuasion  of  your 
IPetittooen,  that  the  constitution  may  be 


restosed  to  its  genuine  wad  origiaa)  parity, 
by  a  recurrence  to  iu  first  principles ; 
which,  so  far  from  endangering,  will  mani* 
festiy  tend  to  ensure  its  stability ;  and  they 
trust  that  your  honourable  House  will  re- 
ceive favourably  a  statement  of  those  grie- 
vances which  they  foment,  i|i  common 
with  the  great  majority  of  their  fellow  sub- 
jects, and  in  respectfully  representing 
which  to  your  honouri^ble  House,  they 
conceive  themselves  to  be  exercising  the 
undoubted  right  and  privilege  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

"  Your  Petitioners  beg  leave  to  state, 
that,  in  their  humble  opinion,  the  restora- 
tion of  triennial  parliaments  Would  be  a 
powerful  check  upon  corrupt  practices, 
by  producing  more  frequent  appeals  to  the 
constituent  body ;  and,  at  the  causes  which 
led  to  their  being  formerly  rendered  sep- 
tennial have  now  ceased  to  operate,  your 
Petitioners  hope  that  your  honourableHouse 
will,  in  regard  to  the  duration  of  parlia- 
ments, comply  with  the  express  wishes  of 
the  great  bulk  of  the  nation*  Your  Peti- 
tioners  are  satisfied,  that,  in  the  true  spirit 
of  the  constitution,  no  pensioner,  no  place- 
man, or  person  in  office  under  the  crown, 
ooffht  to  elect,  or  to  be  elected,  a  represen- 
tative of  the  Commons  in  Parliament,  with 
the  exception  of  such  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  as  hit  Majesty  may 
chuse  as  his  coofidentifil  servants,  or  of 
such  as  ought  to  be  in  the  House  for  the 
dispatch  of  public  business.    ^ 

*'  Your  Petitioners  are  convinced  that 
many  abases  have  crept  into*  the  laws  r«-, 
garding  the  election  of  representatives  for 
counties  and  boroughs  in  Scotland ;  that* 
under  the  present  system,  indivi<i|uals  may 
obtain  a  place  amongst  the  freeholders,  in 
a  manner  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  real 
intentions'of  the  legislature ;  whilst  others 
are  excluded  from  participating  in  the 
elective  rights,  who,  from  the  interest  they 
possess  as  landed  proprietors  in  the  county, 
ought  not  to  be  debarred  from  assisting  in 
the  choice  of  its  representative. 

"  Your  Petitioners  are  hiunbly  of  opi* 
nion,  that,  in  many  other  essential  points, 
a  temperate  and  effectual  Reform  would 
be  highly  expedieoU  Whilst  they  depre^ 
cate  every  attempt  at  undtie  or  unsafe  in- 
novation, they  are  firmly  conyinced,  that, 
by  recurring  to  the  first  and  genuine  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution,  a  House  of  Coo^ 
mons  may  be  returned  in  a.manner  calcu- 
lated to  diffuse  universal  satis(i^ion,  under 
the  sanction  of  whose, wisdom  and  virtue 
■ttcb  meaturet  may  be  adoptedj  as  may  i** 
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erwm  Am  aimAitmcfi  of  tin  nation  in  tbdr 
fopr^sentaliTes,  and,  by  tnabling  tfaem  to 
particHMe  inora  exteiiti?«li)r  m  the  bless- 
inffi  oi  the  constitution,  wtil  todnce  them 
to  make  every  sacrifice  for  ite  defence  and 
ffreaervmtion. 

**■  May  it  ttorefore  please  your  honour- 
ftble  House,  to  take  these  premises  into 
consideration,  and  to  grant  such  relief  as 
to  your  honourable  House  shall  seem  fit 
und  proper.*' 

Mr.  Sinclair  then  moved,  "  That  the  Pe- 
tition do  lie  on  the  table/'— -Ordered. 


BaL    TO    AWEMD    iMSOtVBNT     DeBTOM' 

Act.]  Lord  Ko/to/one,  in  pursuknce  of 
hh  notice,  rose  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  extend  the  promiens  of  the 
Act  of  the  51st  of  his  Majesty  to  Mary 
Ann  Dix,  whose  case  had  Isrtcly  been 
brought  before  the  House  (see  p.  295.) 
and  other  persons  similarly  situated^  under 
the  writ  ^  de  excommunicato  capiendo*' 
Acts  of  the  same  description  as  the  51st  of 
his  Majesty  had  been  at  difllbrent  times 
passed,  most  of  which  contained  a  clause 
for  the  relief  of  persons  committed  for 
contempt,  for  non-payment  of  costs,  and 
those  who  were  sumring  imprisonment 
«nder  the  writ  be  had  just  mentioned. 
This  clause  had  not,  however,  been  itiserted 
last  year,  which  he  believed,  had  origi- 
nated in  mistake.  To  rectify  that  error 
%ras  the  object  of  his  present  motion. 
He  here  thought  it  necessary  to  say  one  or 
two  words,  in  Consequence  of  what  had 
Mien  from  a  riglit  hon.  and  learned  friend 
of  his  (sir  William  Scott),  in  the  course  of 
Che  debate  on  a  former  evening.  He 
fegretted,  that  he  was  obliged  to  speak  in 
flhe  absence  of  that  right  hon.  gentleman; 
particularly  as  that  absence,  he  under- 
stood, was  occasioned  by  indisposition. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman>  in  the  progress 
of  his  speech,  had  cast  some  aspersions,  if 
he  might  use  the  term,  on  the  character  of 
tfhe  gentleman,  from  whom  he  (lord  F.) 
was  supposed  to  have  derived  some  of  his 
Mbrmation  on  the  subject  of  the  Ecde- 
ifostlcal  Courts.  He  felt  it  his  duty  to 
aay,  that  the  terms  in  which  that  person 
vi^as  mentioned,  were  perfectly  unfounded, 
nnd  perfectly  unjdst.  The  original  case 
was  not  introduced  from  any  feeling  of 
liostility  towards  those  courts.  It  had 
leen  first  mentioned  to  him  (lord  F.)  by 
ifome  most  respectable  inhabitants  of 
Bristol,  from  feeliAgs  of  humanity—that 
«i8istance  ihight  be  extended  to  an  unfor- 
4lnaie  munan ;  and  the  person  who  had 
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been  alluded  to,  was  applied  lo  for  informar 
tion;  as,  having  ptactiaed  in  those  oourtSy 
he  was  acquainted  with  their  constitution. 
He  was  called' on,  and  did  not  officiously 
preis  forwnrd.  Tb#  neble  lord  said  he 
made  this  statemenl^  that  the  character  of 
the  individual  who  had  been  thus  harshly 
treated,  should  be^  set  right  in  the  opinioa 
of  his  fellow  citizens  in  Bristel.  He  had 
been  actaated  by  no  motives  of  malignity 
—feelings  which  were  most  foreign  from 
his  mind.  And  he  felt  convinced,  if  tha 
right  hon.  gentleman  wave  present,  he 
would  concur  in  rendering  justice  to  an 
individual,  who  had  been  hastily  injured. 
The  noble  lord  then  moved  for  leave  tQ 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  alter  and  amend  thsTsatd 
act. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Herbert  said  he  was  re^ 

?|uestod,  in  the  absence  of  his  right  hon: 
riend  (sir  W.  Scott)  to  set  him  right  with 
the  House  on  this  subject.  Considering 
the  motion  of  the  noble  lord  as  likely  to 
be  of  very  great  benefit  to  the  country,  h# 
should  be  very  sorry  that  any  thing  should 
be  said  detrimental  to  the  person,  through 
whose  information  the  subject  had  been 
brought  before  parliament.  The  fact  was, 
his  right  hon.  and  learned  fricrnd  conceived, 
at  the  moment,  that  the  information  had 
been  given  by  some  discontented  proctor, 
and  the  papers  with  which  the  noble  lord 
had  favoured  him,  but  which  were  not 
before  the  House,  exhibited,  as  he  thought, 
much  professional  ignorance,  joined  with 
an  intention  to  blazon  forth  trifies  to  an 
extent  which  they  did  not  deserve.  Un* 
der  this  impression  the  words  bad  been 
made  use  off  He  had  only  to  add,  that  if, 
in  the  warmth  of  a  debate,  into  which  his 
right  hon.  and  learned  friend  had  been 
dragged,  he  bad  said  any  thing  offensive, 
no  person  could  regret  it  more  than  he 
did. 

Mr.  W,  SmUh  said  he  understood  from 
a  quarter  totally  unoonneoted  with  his 
noble  friend,  that  there  was  not  a  moria 
respectable  person  in  Bristol,  than  the  eii# 
alluded  to.  H6  was  sure,  if  the  right  hon. 
ffentleman  who  was  now  absent  had  known 
him,  he  woilld  net er  have  permitted  sack 
words  to  drop  from  his  lips. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

Lord  teUcMcm  then  moved.  That  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  ^ill  to  alter  and 
amend  the  Act  of  the  99th  of  the  King^ 
for  making  perpetual  an  act  of  33  Geo.  3, 
for  the  forther  relief  of  debtors,  with  re« 
spect  to  the  imprisonment  of  their  per- 
and  to  oblige  debtors,  who  shall 
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continue  in  execu^on  in  prison  heyond  t 
certain  time,  and  for  sunit  not  exceed- 
nig  what  are  mentioned  in  the  Act,  to 
ttake  discovery,  and  deliver  upon  oath, 
their  estates  for  their  creditors'  benefit.^— 
Leave  was  given ;  and  his  lordship  soon 
aflterwards  brooght  in  the  Bills,  which 
Were  read  a  first  time. 

Offices  in  Rbvebsion  Biil.]  Mr. 
Bontosaid  he  ihoald  not  delay  the  House 
v^itk  any  observations  on  his  present  mo- 
tion, which  hh  mderstood  was  not  likely 
to  meet  with  opposition  from  any  part  of 
the  House.  The  Bill  now  in  exigence 
Irould  expire  on  the  5th  of  February.  It 
would  ill  beeome  him  to  say  that  he  did 
not  intend  this  as  a  permanent  measiire, 
and  it  would  also  ill  become  the  House 
after  what  bad  already  passed.  He  should, 
therefore,  without  farther  preface,  move 
fsr  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  prohibit. the 
wanting  of  Offices  in  RcTersion,  or  for 
kHnt  lives,  with  benefit  of  survivorship.— 
,  Leave  was  accordingly  given. 

.  King's  Household  Bii.l.1  On  the 
question  that  the  Report  of  this  Bill  be 
brought  op, 

Mr.  Brougham  rose  to  slate  the  insoper- 
able  objectioiiis  he  felt  to  this  new  arrange- 
ment. After  all  the  discussion  the  ques- 
tion had  undergone,  the  House  must  be 
aware  of  the  real  nature  and  complexion 
nfi  the  measure  then  before  them,  and  the^ 
ought  not  and  would  not  lose  sight  of  this 
fact,  that  they  were  dealing  with  a  Bill  to 
raise  70,000/.  additional  from  the  people. 
That  circumstance,  of  itself,  was  sufficient 
to  make  them  pause  and  demand  inquiry. 
Sereral  of  his  hon.  friends  had,  in  conse- 
quence, called  for  investigation  on  various 
paints ;  and,  in  atiiwer  to  their  demands, 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, and  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  had 
given  what  they  termed  explanations,  but 
what  he  conceired  the  House  had  no  right 
to  receire  as  arguments  sufficient  to  war- 
rant them  in  supporting  this  money  Bill. 
This  want  of  explanation  was  one  great 
cause  to  prevent  the  House  from  enter- 
taininff  the  measure.  But  the  right  hon. 
tile  Chancellor  of  the  £xcbeqoer»  in  an- 
Bwer  to  the  inquiries  of  his  hon.  friends, 
<ibBenred,  '^  chat  this  was  a  Bill  to  regulate 
liis  Majest^s  Household^  and  it  was  fbtile 
iSo  answer  it,  by  pointing  out  the  grants 
made  to  sir  Sidnev  Smith  and  a  few  odiers. 
Let  the  BiH  stand  on  its  own  ground,  wd 


make  those  inquiries  hereaftier."  Now  be 
(Mr.  Brougham)  would  strenuously  main- 
tain this  proposition,  that  the  two  objects  of 
inquiry  into  the  accounts,  and  passing  this 
Bill,  were  inseparably  connected;  and 
if  inquiry  was  not  instituted,  the  Biil  ought 
not  to  pass.  The  bare  fact,  that  a  new 
Civil  Ltst  was  about  to  be  arranged,  was 
sufficient  to  support  him  in  this  proposi- 
tion, that  parliament  ought  not  now  to  do 
that  which  it  had  nevei^  before  d^one,  to 
grant  a  sum  of  70,0002.  per  annum,  and  to 
recognise  and  sanction  an  annual  excess  of 
124,000/.  nay,  of  9,000/.  more  than  that» 
without  a  stritt  and  detailed  enquiry.  Cur- 
sory explanation^  and  elaborate  speeches, 
however  pleasant  to  individuals,  did  not 
afford  a  parliamentary  ground  of  proceed- 
ing. To  use  the  words  of  a  right  hon. 
gentleman,  it  was  no  moreUian  the  lai^ 
guage  of  party,  and  the  House  must  have 
erideiice  before  it.  What  was  the  ood» 
duct  pursued  in  the  year  1804,  when  a 
grant  of  only  60,000/.  was  asked  ?  The 
House  had  then  no  less  than  three  Seledt 
Committees,  who,  after  a  laborous  imreeti- 
gation,  reported  to  the  House  the  neces- 
sity which  occasioned  the  application. 
ThAt  was  an  accurate  and  parliamentary 
proceeding-^  proceeding  adopted  by  Mr. 
Pitt  and  lord  Siddotouth^who,  though  they 
were  able  to  descant,  as  well  as  the  mi- 
nisters of  the  present  day,  on  the  general 
necessity  of  providing  for  the  royal  family, 
and  could  expatiate  on  the  high  price  of 
provisions,  and  the  depreciation  of  Baiik« 
notes,  yet  kne#  the  duty  tb^y  owed  their 
country  too  well  to  call  on  the  House  to 
grant  money  on  their  speeches  and  repre- 
sentations. Theydid  not  depend  on  fina 
turned  periods,  in  matters  of  ttiere  arith- 
metic and  calculation :  no,  they  seat  tba 
matter  to  be  investigated  by  a  Committaa, 
There  was  nothing,  in  tho  present  kk'^ 
stance,  that  should  relax  the  coDstitotioliAl 
jealousy  which  the  House  ought  to  feel  in 
granting  money;  on  Che  coiitrary#  tfaa 
accounts  on  die  table  should  excite  U  ift  a 

S eater  degree  than  ordimry;  and  the 
oose  had  no  right  to  receive  individud 
assenions,  however  respeotable  the  parljr 
making  <hem,  as  a  ground  for  Tottng  ill 
annual  sum  of  70,000/.-^The  hon.  Md 
learned  gentleman  next  adterted  to  se^^ 
ral  of  the  items^  which  #er«  aientioiMt 
la^  ti%ht^  cosAe<led  with  the  dip]emae>f 
of  the  eottHtty .  The  right  bon.  Aio  OhM- 
cellor  of  the  Excheqaev  had  Ao  «•- 
fefbptnd  a  verbal  cuco^ifttition  of  the  mum 
gHreo  to  mtrql^  Weli«8l#^4tt4  ^  SUt- 
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ney  Smiths  The  SecreUry  of  the  Trea* 
fury  too  (Mr.  Arbatbnot)  with  an  mgeoa- 
omiiess,  fairness,  and  manliness,  which  it 
was  impossible  not  to  admire,  came  for- 
ward, when  his  case  was  challenged ;  but 
bow  did  he  come  forward  ?  He  gave  the 
House  no  ezprlanation — be  only  challenged 
inquiry,  and  said,  that  the  greatest  favour 
which  he  could  receive  from  the  House, 
was  a  full  and  rigid  inquiry.  If  he  re- 
collected right,  this  was  the  substance  of 
what  had  b^n  stated  by  that  right  hon. 

Ctlemauy  and  he  acted  very  properly, 
ead  of  attempting  explanation  in  a 
place  where  it  could  never  be  satis- 
factory, he  had  challenged  inquiry. 
At  to  the  expences  which  a  foreign 
envoy  might  be  put  to  in  case  of  an 
unforeseen  accident,  such  as  a  rupture 
with  the  court  at  which  he  was  resident, 
it  might  happea  that  tbey  were  necessa- 
rily very  great;  and  he  did  not  doubt  but 
4his  really  might  be  the  case  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  had  heen  at  Constantinople ; 
but  still  he  contended,  that  this  was  no 
ground  for  refusing  investigation.  He 
might  also  instance  the  case  of  the  mar- 
quis Wellesley;  It  might  happen  that 
during  the  three  or  four  months,  when  he 
was  at  Cadiz,  he  was  justified  in  incurring 
afiexpence  of  15  or  16,000/.  besides  the 
sums  also  ihen  expended  by  Mr.  Henry 
Wellesley ;  but  it  was  certainly  proper 
that  this  should  be  explained.  No  man 
could  be  more  averse  to  the  entertainment 
of  any  mean,  jealousy  as  to  what  was  ne- 
,  cessary  to  support  the  dignity  of  foreign 
envoys  than  he  was,  ^nd  particularly  with 
aspect  to  that  branoli  of  it  which  ought 
never  to  be  discussed  in  that  House,  name- 
ly. Secret  Service  money.  But  there  was 
another  description  of  items. which  were 
lM>tprMta .disentitled  to  the  same  degree 
4>f  credit.  He  alluded  to  the  bills  for 
10,279/.  drawn  by  a  noble  person,  stated  to 
be  a  baron  he  believed;  though  as  he  was 
not  very  conversant  in  the  Red -book,  he 
coiald  not  say  whether  or  not  he  was  a  baron 
of  this  counuy.  He  believed,  however,  he 
was  not  of  this  country.  This  person  was, 
if  he  recollected  right,  named  baron  Hu- 
bert.—[The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqii^er 
whispered -over  the  table,  that  his  name 
waa  Hebet.]— Then,  said  Mr.  Broug- 
luun,  I  take  upon  me  to  say,  that  be  is 
oot  a  baron  of  this  country.  He  said 
Jie  would  not  join  in  any  cry  against  fo- 
jreigners^  He  did  not  object  to  their  being 
employed  occasionalljr  in  mn  army,  nor 
ITQnid  h^  pbject  to  ihw  being  sooietimes 
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employed  by  us  in  a  diplomatic  capacity, 
though  certainly  this  was  more  questiona- 
ble ;  but  if  this  foreign  baron,  whose  rtame 
he  could  not  exactly  remember,  had  drawn 
for  a  sum  of  10,279/.  he  thought  he  was 
not  arguing  on  too  high  a  ground,  if  he 
said  that  that  of  itself  was  a  sofllcient 
ground  of  inquiry.  But  there  were  other 
grounds.  It  was,  no  doubt,  reasonable 
that  ministers  ought  to  be  allowed  a  8um» 
in  addition  to  their  salary,  for  their  ex- 
pences ;  but  he  could  not  see  why  a  per- 
son who  had  been  appointed  to  a  diplo- 
matic situation,  and  bad  never  acted,  nor 
sailed,  nor  even  moved  from  Loiidon, 
should  be  entitled  to  an  allowance  of 
4,500/.  for  plate.  My  lord  Catbcart  was 
stated  to  have  received  for  plate,  previous 
to  his  mission  to  Petersborgh,  a  sum  to 
this  amount,  and  he  had  never  made  a 
single .  movement  on  the  subject  of  this 
mission.  There  were  other  items,  of  con- 
siderably greater  amount  and  all  of  them 
spoke  the  same  language — the  language  of 
suspicion  and  inquiry*— to  the  House. 
Ministers  could  not  look  to  IftOi  as  a  pre- 
cedent for  them.  They  spoke  a  language 
which  was  formerly  unknown  here.  Mr. 
Pitt  and  lord'  Sid  mouth  never  spurned  at 
giviqg  any  information  required  of  them  ; 
but  surely  it  was  more  necessary  now^ 
when  much  larger  grants  were  required^ 
and  after  seven  or  eight  years  of  war^ 
which  had  loaded  the  country  with  taxes, 
which  certainly  were,  to  say  the  least  of 
them,  the  utmost  that  the  people  could 
bear. — ^There  were  other  points  which 
certainly  required  consideration',  and  {q 
which  he  would  shortly  advert.  *  Among 
these  was  the  situation  of  the  Prince  Re- 
gept.  That  situation  no  man  could  la* 
ment  more  than  himself.  It  was  certainly 
an  ignominious  and  degrading  state,  ite 
would  say  that  the  act  of  the  33th  of  the 
King  had  done  more  to  injure,  vilify,  and 
degrade  the  executive  in  the  eyes  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  than  any  thing 
which  had  taken  place  in  our  times  He 
was  shocked  at  the  degradation  to  which 
that  person  was  reduced  who  was  one  day 
to  wear  the  crown.  By  that  act  the  lan- 
guage held  out  was,  that  the  person  .who 
was  one  day  to  wear  the*  crown,  was  .not 
fit  to  be  trusted  with  the  management,  of 
his  own  concerns ;  that  he  would,  if  left  to 
himself,  act  so  as  to  defraud  his  creditors. 
No  measure  could  have  been  adopted  more 
calculated  than  this  to  stigmatise  and  vilify 
the,  person  who  in  the  course  of  nature 
wai  M)  succeed  to  the  os^^iu    His  hon. 
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mniXtsmmd  (Head,  U^ClKUicelkNr  oCib^ 
idacbjr  of  Cornwall  bad  ^stated  \kt  BMst 
iMtBuliatiBg  and  dimsting  detauls  tesficot- 
Mg  d>e  treatmeni  of  tbe  Prince  in  tbete 
BUla^  and  from  the  aaAhoo  of  thoee  BiUs 
in  ]7di  ;  hat  he.nMM  ask,  ngitwiihsiaod- 
mg  tha  caafideace  wbicb  it  waa  rery  aa« 
toral  lo  place  m  any  statement  made  hy 
hh  imn.  aad  learned  friend,  if  they  ware 
at  liberty  to  rely  on  hit  statement^  when 
they  iMd  noi  only  no  fiower  of  paltinff 
qaeatians  to  him,  aad  whefi  lie  had  atated 
aMciy  pariiciilars  oot  from  bis  awn  kaow- 
iedge,  and  which  he  caald  not  poasiWy 
know.  How  loonid  the  liouse  fdace  a  con- 
iidence  ki  thie  report*  whicb  was  never 
aidKd  befi»fe  an  ahy  staiiilar  oocanas  ? 
Did  thay  believe  that  all  tkeae  debts  were 
fkaid  k  AM  tbis  dwy  ware  bound  to  say,  or 
4oaa^  lliat  which  would  go  farther  loatel- 
tify  the  Hoote  in  tkM  eyes  of  Ae  Qoiuitry» 
Jban  anjr  fthiag  wkach  it  was  well  poauUe 
to  ooBoeive*  that  whether  they  bad  groasd 
ar  ttot  far  Mievksg,  they  wen  da^nain* 
4A  ta  give  credit— Thena  were  many 
4Mlier iMMrticaiars  wbich  called  loqdlyupon 
the  Boase  <to  paue.  Was  it  fk  to  sane* 
itioo  a  aonatant  affear  af  the  ctril  Ik*  ex* 
pendilare  of  l2^fiO(^L  abo^e  the  astiteate 
•of  1804,  witboiH  koawiag  om  idem  of 
tbosaaoraars  which  4ba^  wore  abaut  to 
aanct&Qo  f  if  6u8  growing  arroar  was  to 
be  aaactuned  by  the  aathoi^iiy  ofparlia* 
nam*  they  were  aaying  that  theanrfcar 
akica  IM^  had  baan  joatly  Inctirrad*  be- 
cansoitbey  waaJM  bare  no  ather  ataga  for 
takiiig  4he  matter  iato'conskieratkMi.  Was 
the  moae  prqmrad  to  aancaUon  ibisatabe- 
aaaaU  wiiboot  havmg  one  item  of  expkt* 
aatioa  i  Bat  ihen»  as  thete  was  no  want 
af  apeabh^,  whatever  other  waat  there 
aaiiMhe  in  that  House,  they  weald  he 
told,  that  ao  gMat  was  tkaMa^reeiatieai  ^n 
acQoant  of  the  oves^growtng  buliion  ciifcup 
latiaia,  tlmt  i^tet  was  auflkiaat  in  ltt04>» 
woukl  not  be  auiP&cieBt  in,  (be  n|^t  ben. 
gODtlenan  waaki aay  perbapa,  \B\^  He 
woald  not  aay  that  for  ih^  fact  vaas»  tbi« 
itwaaAataaniQiactt  in  1805.  lalbeyear 
liOb  Ihena'was  aaanraar  on  the  civil  list; 
and  uafemone  yiaar's  ^epraoiatioa  «if  the 
halliaii,  Ibr  ao  jiie^eotleman  were  pleaaed 
ta  t0isik  at,  ahoiild  have  beea  so  great  asao 
aocoaat  for  Ibis  afiact,  kmr  was  hoilo  ac- 
confit  Car  thk  incraase  of  naarly  I^Q/KIOt 
a^ve  Ihe  ^aiUouite  of  im^}  Tbis  argu- 
ment of  the  dapractatian,  ^tbaseiore,  if 
goad  Csr  any  Ihmg,  arast  haa^battt  ap-| 
plinablaia'liftft.  Sat,aaidthet»gbtbsn. 
tho  Oteaellar  it  tbf»  Acahsoiaev  nhve 
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niigbt  he  aamp  items  of  the  expence  of 
1805  incurved  ia  1804;  but  how  would 
ibis  account  (w  the  excess  of  1 806  and 
1807  ^  Ualeas,  then*  the  depreciation  bad 
aUained  iu  aiasumum  io  1805,  ihe  argu- 
ment ivas  ffood  for  notbiag.«^T-he  bon« 
and  learned  gentlemao  then  went  into 
some  pajrticulars  reapecting  the  acrear^  of 
the  ciwil  list^— 'la  oontrasting  the  sixteen 
years  previous  to  1804,  with  the  seven 
which  succeeded  it,  it  wioald  be  found, 
that  dpf  ing  the  Latter  period,  the  civil  list 
was  anuttaily  burger,  by  2iO>000/.  than  in 
the  former.  Comparisaaa  had  been  drawn 
between  the  expencet  of  an  earlier  period, 
and  those  of  the  present^ay ;  and  here  he 
hegged  |[entlemea  to  cooaidcir  h^w  dlifie- 
reaetJy  this  question  was  dealt  whh  ia  the 
last  and  in  the  present  i-eiga.  Whan 
George  the  2nd  came  to  the  throne,  parlta- 
man^agraed  to  giye  bim  700,000/.  per  ann. 
for  bis  civil  liat ;  and  if  the  funds  oa  which 
that  sum  was  chargeable  did  not  produce 
sufficieet,  fMrliameat  were  to  maJse  up 
the  deficit.  There  was  no  bargain  respect- 
ing any  averpjus*  After  the  expirationof 
20  yeaia»  a  deficit  of  400,000/.  of  those 
f«uMb  had  accurrod.  This  swa  was  ac- 
cordingly made  {good  by  parliament.  It 
happened,  however,  that  these  funds  in 
time  JAcaeaved  beycod  the  ^timate,  and 
during  the  rctmaining  thirteen  years  of  his 
reign  thore  was  a  surplus  'of  113,000/. 
Hawwas^hia  aarphis  dealt  with  by  this  ^ 
haoest  aad  cooscioatteoa  Prinoe  I  It  was 
not  conaidcpfed  as  private  property;  it 
waanotlaid  out  iathe|Nirchaaiogoflaads, 
as  migbt  have  been  done ;  but  be  allowed 
it  to  accumulate^  and  paid  over  the  sum  to 
the  £xche<}iier,  for  the  feUef  of  the  people 
from  whom  it  was  drawn,  as  well  as  the 
amount 'of  the  Droits  of  AdmiraHy.  which 
b»d  accumulated,  after  one  of  the  most 
hftiHiaBt  and  snooesrful  wars,  which  was  . 
'ev«r  waged  to  the  glory  of  aay  people. 
He  did  «at  think  af  laying  aut  any  part 
«f!this  sum  ia  the  purcbaiNi  of  freehold 
and  fiopyhold  estates,  (Hear*  heiur !)  ce* 
peatedly  from  the  CbaaGeilcff  pf  the  £x- 
cheqnar.)  The  xight  boa.  gentknan 
aeemed4aheso  mightily  ^ taken  with  the 
:p«ecadaat,  that  he  would  advise  him  to  a 
Mipeiition  <of  it,  at  a  tiaaa  weben  U^re 
was  a  m»eb  greater  accasion  for  it^ — 
The  haa.  aad  learned  gentleman  aaxt 
instanced  the  oandact  of  ^oeea  Aaae, 
who  paid  nK),000/.  ia  aid  of  the  ta^es 
•out  4)t  the  privy  fMirae,  besides  having 
built  Bfenfaeim,  and  sev^al  churches  an<l 
Babltt.ildiU^««»  It  itai:a  iMTorafdeat  ^ich 
^2C) 
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he  thong^bt  might  be  followed  with  ad- 
vantage. Tlie  attention  of  tbie  House 
had  been  sedulously  directed  to  the  care 
which  it  was  deemed  right  to  take  for  the 
iupport  of  the  dignity  of  the  royal  per- 
sonage on  whose  behalf  this  bill  was  in- 
troduced, as  well  as  to  enforce  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  maintaining  two  distinct 
courts,  but  as  yet  he  had  heard  nothing 
from  either  tide  of  the  House  regarding 
another  royal  personage,  who,  in  the 
event  of  a  demise  of  the  crown,  would 
he  raised  to  the  dignity  of  Queen  of  Great 
Britain.  He  did  not  wish  to  press  this 
subject  upon  the  House,  as  he  felt  sure 
that  it  need  only  be  hinted  at,  in  order 
that  its  importance  should  be  felt  and  ac- 
knowledged. The  truth  was,  that  all  the 
solicitude  for  what  was  called  dignity, 
had  been  misnamed,  and  that  it  resolved 
itself  upon  due  examination  into  an  at- 
tempt to  support  a  separate  influence  ; 
aince  21  officers  were  appointed,  who 
either  filled,  or  might  occupy,  seats  in  the 
legislature.  If  it  were  true,  that  fewer 
ftttendants  upon  the  person  administering 
the  regal  power  were  requisite,  they 
ought  to  be  diminished,  and  those  officers 
who  were  removed  from  the  Prince  might 
be  appointed  to  attend  upon  the  King ; 
but  here  the  attempt  was  far  different,  for 
although  twenty-one  of  the  old  servants 
of  the  crown  were  removed,  their  places 
were  to  be  supplied  by  new  appointments 
to  the  same  extent,  the  only  effect  of 
which  would  be,  that  the  influence  of  the 
Queen  was  augmented,  but  no  addition 
was  made  to  the  dimity  of  the  King. 
The  remote  possibility  of  the  ultimate 
recovery  of  his  Majesty,  although  now 
as  well  as  last  year,  his  speedy  restora- 
tion had  been  so  sanguinely  expected  and 
prophesied  by  the  dnancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, could  in  no  way  justify  any  such 
establishment.  It  appeared  by  records, 
which  it  was  not  necessary  to  quote,  that 
the /House  had  never  3ret  voted  so  large 
a  sum  as  that  now  required,  in  aid  of  the 
civil  list,  without  formal  preliminary  in- 
quiry, and  yet  ministers,  at  a  time  when 
the  vote  of  every  shillhi§r  ought  to  be 
most  severely  scriitinized,  ventured  to 
make  this  most  unconstitutional  demand. 
— ^With  respect  to  the  formation  of  a 
distinct  court,  over  which  the  Queen  was 
to  preside,  no  investigation  could  remove 
his  objection :  but  into  the  voluminous 
documents  laid  upon  the  table,  he  could 
not  imagine  that  a  more  proper  time  than 
the  present  could  be  ionoA  for  investiga- 
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tion,  and  it  was  wholly  unbecoming  in 
the  House  to  refuse  examination  into  thr 
comparative  small  amounts  they  contain- 
ed, when  the  great  demands  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  state  were  met  by  the  peof^» 
with  such  confidential  readiness.  He 
warned  the  right  hon.  gentleman  of  the 
consequences  of  a  refusal,  and  set  be- 
fore him,  as  an  example,  the  precedent 
Of  the  year  1804*. 

Mr.  Ko$e  allowed  that  enquiry  ought 
to  take  place,  as  broad  a  one  as  possible, 
but  not  such  as  to  impede  the  progress 
of  the  bill.  In  opposition  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman, 
he  contended  that  great  grants  had  fire- 
quently  been  made  to  the  civil  list,  with- 
out any  enquiry  whatever;  and  he  in- 
stanced cases  in  the  rei^  of  Queen  Anne 
attd  George  1,  and  2,  m  pro6f  of  his  as- 
sertion. The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
said  \hat  George  2  did  not  lay  out  the 
surplus  of  his  revenue  in  the  purchase  of 
freehold  and  copyhold  estates.  What 
sovereign  had  ever  done  so  in  this  coun- 
try } '  None.  Hie  asserted  positively*  that 
no  sovereign  hml  eveb^aid  out  a  railling 
of  the  civil  list  revenue  in  that  way.  It 
was  impossible  that  he  should  do  so.  His 
present  Majesty  had  waived  the  various 
revenues  of  his  predecessor,  and  Jhad  ac- 
ceptied  a  specific  sum  of  800,000^  ;  be- 
ing 20,000/.  less  than  the  revenue  of 
George  2.  He  entered  into  a  statement 
of  the  furdier  parliamentary  grants  that 
had  been  made  to  his  Majesty,  the  whole 
of  which  amounted  only  to  2,419,000/. 
bethg  an  average  during  his  reign  of 
95,000/.  a  year.  And  let  it  be  connder- 
ed,  that  since  the  year  1710,  money  had 
been  depreciated  to  nearly  half  its  value 
at  that  period.  Adverting  to  what  the 
h<m.  and  learned  gentleman  had  said,  of 
the  munificence  of  Queen  Anne,  he  ob- 
served, that  so  far  firom  Blenheim  having 
been  built  out  of  the  roval  purse,  it  had 
been  commenced  by  parliamentary  grants, 
which  being  interrupted  by  the  Tory  ad- 
ministration, the  building  was  completed 
at  the  expence  of  the  duke  of  Marl* 
borough,  who  was  subsequently  remu* 
neratdl  by  another  parliamentayry  vose. 
He  trusted  that  the  House  would  not  he- 
sitate in  allowing  the  bill  to  pass ;  and 
if  they  thought  proper,  they  might  af- 
terwards institute  an  inquhry  into  some 
of  the  minor  details  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Benna  considered  it  to  be  a  dutr 
he  owed  to  his  constituents  to  oppose  ijl 
grants  of  the  public  money*  antoss  thtfa 
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appeared  «  necessity  for  such  ^rtols  being 
Bsade.  Besides,  in  this  Bill  there  was  not 
only  to  be  considered  the  money  given, : 
but  the  influence  to  be  created,  and  above 
all  thf  influence  of  the  crown  in  the  House 
of  Commons^  He  wished  to  direct  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  that  part  of  the 
subject.  But  setting  aside  all  discussions 
on  recent  events,  it  was  fit  to  be  examined, 
what  had  been  the  conduct  of  our  an- 
cestoKs,  when  questions  of  a  similar  nature 
were  agitated. 

In  the  ]6th  session  of  the  2nd  parlia- 
ment of  Charles  the  second,  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Pensioned  Parliament,  com- 
plaints were  frequently  made  of  the  influ- 
ence of  the  crown  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. In  the  2d  session  of  the  3rd  par- 
liament,, the  subject  was  revived,  when 
air  Stephen  Fox,  who  had  the  management 
of  the  Secret  Service  money,  was  made  to 
name  the  members  of  the  last  Pensioned 
Parliament  who  had  received  money  from 
the  crown :  he  named  from  30  to  40  per- 
sons who  had  pensions  from  2  to  5001.  a 
year  each.  Before  the  House  could  pro- 
ceed against  these  persons,  the  parliament 
was  dissolved.  In  the  4th  parliament  of 
Charles  the  second,  the  Commons  came  to 
the  following  Resolutions.  Dec.  30, 1680. 
"  Resolved  unanimously.  That  no  mem- 
ber of  this  House  shall  accept  of  any  of- 
fice, or  place  of  profit  from  the  crown, 
without  the  leave  of  this  House  ;  or  any 
promise  of  any  such  office  or  place  of  pro- 
fit during  such  time  as  he  shall  continue 
a  member  of  this  House :  and.  That  all 
offenders  therein  shall  be  expelled  this 
House/'  it  was  then  maintamed  by  sir 
Francis  Winnington  (and  our  ancestors, 
though  following  the  Pensioned  Parlia- 
ment,^ had  but  a  limited  experience  of 
those  evils  which  we  their  posterity  have 
felt:)  who  had  been  an  eyewitness  of 
those  disgraceful  scenes,  he  ventured  to 
describe  to  many  of  those  who  had  been 
sharers  in  the  disgrace,  "  That  all  of  those 
who  had  pensions  and  most  of  those  who 
had  offices,  voted  all  of  a  side,  as  they 
were  directed  by  some  great  officer,  as 
exactly  as  if'  their  business  in  this  House 
bad  b^  to  preserv|5  their  pensions  and 
offices,  and  not  to  make  laws  for  the  good 
of  them  who  sent  them  here.  That  they 
were  so  far  from  being  the  true  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  that  they  were  a  dis- 
tinct middle  interest  between  the  king  and 
the  people,  and  their  chief  business  was  to 
ser^e  the  end  of  some  great  minister  of 
Matt,  though  never  so  opposite  to  the  true 


interest  of  the  nation/'  While  the  parlia- 
ment was  engaged  in  these  discussions,  it 
was  suddenly  dissolved.  In  the  4th  ses- 
sion of  the  3nd  parliament  of  king  Wil- 
liam, the  House  of  Commons  once  more 
revived  the  question,  and  a  Bill,  known  bv 
the  name  of  the  Place  Bill,  was  inttoduced^ 
passed  this  House,  but  was  rejected  in  the 
Lords  by  a  majority  of  two.  It  was  re- 
vived the  next  session,  again  passed  this 
House  without  much  opposition,  and  was 
agreed  to  by  the  Lords;  but  king  Wil- 
liam ^was  advised  to  refuse  his  consent. 
Thereupon  the  House  of  Commons  resolved, 
"  That  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee'^ 
(the  House  being  in  a  Grand  Committed 
on  the  State  of  the  Nation:)  "  that  who- 
ever advised  the  king  not  to  give  the  royal 
assent  to  the  Act,  touchinff  free  and  im- 
partial Proceedings  in  Parliament,  which 
was  to  redress  a  grievance  and  to  take  off 
a  scandal  from  the  proceedings  of  ths 
Commons  in  parliament,  is  an  enemy  to 
their  majesties  and  the  kingdom.''  In 
another  Resolution  they  say,  "  That  the 
act  tended  much  to  the  clearing  the  re« 
putation  of  this  House.'' 

The  hon.  gentleman  professed  it  not  to 
be  his  intention  to  pass  any  panegyric 
upon  the  motives  of  tnose  who  supported 
the  Place  Bill  in  the  time  of  king  William. 
It  was,  however,  to  be  remembered,  that 
their  ^votes  were  in  unison  with  those  of  the 
Whigs  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  second, 
when  the  corrupt  influence  of  the  crown 
first  began  to  be  felt:  nor  should  it  be 
forgotten,  that  the  Bill  was  supported  by 
men  of  all  parties  and  descriptions  in  that 
House  ;  by  men  of  the  greatest  integrity, 
of  the  first  rate  abilities,  and  of  the  most 
enlightened  and  rational  views,  who,  dis- 
agreeing in  many  points,  agreed  in  these, 
that  parliament  was  not  to  become  the 
great  grievance  of  the  nation,  and  that  the 
giving  away  of  the  public  money  among 
themselves  and  becoming  the  hired  and 
pensioned  servants  of  the  crown,  were  vio- 
lations of  their  duties  to  the  people. 

Neither  did  the  hon.  gentleman  propose 
to  go  the  length  of  the  Bill  in  disqualify- 
ing all  the  servants  of  the  crown ;  as  there 
was  a  wide  distinction  to  be  taken,  be- 
tween those  ministers  of  the  crown  who 
were  at  the  same  time  servants  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  that  herd  of  household  retainers  and 
iilferier  officers  of  the  government,  w  bo  seem 
to  be  of  no  other  use  than  to  swell  the 
train  of  the  minister,  and  to  vote  accord- 
ing to  his  orders,  however  hostile  to  the 
wishes  or  contrary  to  the  interests  of  th# 
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iration.  In  an  act  of  the  i9th  of  Mng 
WHItam,  enthTcd,  "  An  Aet  for  tht  for- 
HherLtmitation  of  the  Crown,  and  better 
securing  the 'Rights  and  Liberties  of  the 
subject/'  h  was  etiacted,  . "  That  fitwn 
and  after  the  death  of  the  king  and  prin- 
pess  Anne,  no  person  who  has  any  office 
or  place  of  profit  under  the  king,  or  who 
receiTes  a  pt^nsion  ffom  the  crown,  shalf 
be  capable  of  serving  as  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  This  act  was?  re- 
pealed by  the  4th  of  queen  Anne.  The 
0th  of  Anne  disqualHres  persons  holding 
oflices  created  since  the  55th  of  October 
1703,  or  that  ahaif  hereafter  be  created  : 
dnd  erracts  that  etery  member  shall  racatte 
his  seat  upon  the  acceptance  of  ofRce, 
with,  howeter,  the  liberty  of  re-election. 
These  acts  were  mentioned,  not  only  to 
fhew  the  snxrety  of  our  ancestors  to  lessen 
th^  inHaenctf  of  the  crown  in  this  House, 
but  also  to  shew  that  by  the  last,  the  impro- 
priefcy  ot  members  of  parliament  hoWing 
oftces  under  the  crown  was  recognized. 
'^  Various  attempts  were  made  in  the  reigns 
of  Anne^  George  the  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd, 
with  various  success,  for  the  dim'mution  ef 
this  influence.  In  1780,  a  tote  was 
passed  against  the  increased  influence  of 
the  crown,  and  dedarhig  the  necessity  of  its 
diminution.  This  vote  wat  given  in  conse- 
quence of  the  petitions  ancf  remonstrances 
and  addressei  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom ; 
for  the  people  prayed,  though  hitherto  they 
hate  prayed  in  tain,  for  rigid  frugality, 
fbr  the  abolition  of  stnecurea,  useless 
places,  exorbitant  emoluments,  umnertted 
pensions,  and  the  unconstitutional  iufiu- 
ence  of  the  crown. 

The  honourable  gentleman  then  asked, 
if  there  Were  no  recent  events  that  called 
for  the  interference  of  parliameni  ?  Was 
not  the  appohnment  of  four  members  of 
that  House  to  places  under  the  crowA 
worth  V  of  consideration  ?  It  wa«  not,  how« 
ever,  his  intention  to  argue  the  question 
dr  r^  his  case  upon  any  shigfe  examplcj, 
however  flagrant  and  insulting  r  but  upon 
fhe  accumuhted  and  aggregated  mats  oi 
public  abuses  agaiiist  which  etery  man  in 
'  Ifhe  country,  but  those  who  profited  by 
these  abuses  id  possession,  expectancy, 
or  reversion,  was  at  this  hour  raising  his 
iUdfgnant  tokrc.  One  case,  however, 
namely,  that  of  cof.  M^Mahoh,  ought  not 
00  be  so  passed  over.  If  the  Regent's  mi- 
histers  were  determined  to  make  their 
stand  upon  Sioeccrre  places,  if  they  were 
resoltect.  to  grant  no  one  prayer  of  the 
peopitt  of  EMaftd!,  te  abate  not  one  MU 
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linff  from  thehr  ^urthanii,  er  «boti«l^  one 
oAee,  though  reported  agftnst  by  twa 
Commkteea  of  ptrHameiit,  did  it  not  oceerr 
to  them,  that  some  gaHanti  frieitdleM  oAcer 
might  be  found  who  cfoserted  reward ;  and 
though  the  rigid  duties  of  this  House  night 
coaapet  them  to  queatien  the  p^priety  of 
the  mode,  no  man  wovid  hare  queacionedl 
the  chmn;  and  the  Regent^s 'miniitera 
wedd  not  only  hate  stood  sequilled  of 
the  suspicion  of  hvtirtg  eadeatoure*  by 
criminal  compliances  to  purchase  rdytl 
fatoor,  but  they  wo/ii\&  har^  bad  to  shew, 
that  where  the  daimaiits  were  many  and 
the  rewards  few,  they  had  bestowed  them 
where  the  toice  of  -the  country  thought 
they  were  moat  merited.  But  waa  this 
the  character  of  col.  M'Mahoft's  ap- 
pomtment?  What  vrete  his  iertieet? 
Whut  had  he  done  to  merit  puUie  re* 
mune^atron^  Wha^  claim  had  he  to  one 
shilling  of  th^  public  money  ?  He  was  ait 
honourable  man,  aad  so  they  trere  all 
honourable  men,  but  was  he  net  amply 
rewarded  for  his  sertieea  ta  the  Prifiee,  bjr 
the  situaticm  he  holds  in  his  family  f 

Jntt  tt  had  been  said,  tberer  waa  ne  tieed 
of  such  reform,  aathe  number  of  persona 
sitting  itt  parliament  hotding  oflleea,  were 
fewer  now  than  at  the  pericd  of  the  Het^ 
lation,  or  during  the  Ameriean  war.  To 
shew  that  the  etH  waa  lessened,  wat  no 
concfusita  argument  to  silence  those  who 
contended  that  it  ought  not  to  exist  «t  all. 
What  that  m\\  waa,  etery  man's  experi- 
ence must  tell  him.  The  history  of  the 
country  will  show  that  most  of  the  bur- 
thens webearamf  man5'of  ourmisfortuikee 
may  be  traced  to  the  influence  of  the  crewft 
in  his  Honse. 

There  were,  too,  per'aons  who  mahi» 
tabled  what  they  are  pleased  to  term^  the 
doe  influence  of  the  crown.  Thequeatioit 
to  be  debated  was  not  where  due  influenee 
ends  ami  undue  begins;  but  the  dfi«et 
influence  of  the  crown  in  this  House,  Kite 
that  which  is  used  by  members  of  parlttt* 
ment  towards  therr  constituents :  the  law 
caHs  it  brrbery,  and  that  In  the  iikost  offefN 
she  sense.  But  one  weuM  suppose  by  thit 
strain  of  argument  that  the  crown  was  m 
danger,  that  it  could  hahliy  mahftain  a 
precarious  existence :  Wa^  that  its  reel 
situation!*  Was  a  revenue  of  etghtjr 
millions,  an  army  and  naty  of  thi^  nrag* 
nitude  to  which  they  had  reached  ^-Hfte 
circuoittance  of  etery  fiflh  man  hi  the 
kingdom  being  a  candidate  for  puWie  of^ 
flee; — were  ^ese  proofs  of  such^  doatf 
of  MtJftnffk,  or  WM  there  a  nak  00  di8» 
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ti0gttMc4;  or  statwn  sor  obscvire,  as  bad 
not  somefliiiig  to  gam  or  to  lose,  to  liope 
or  to  fesr,  from  the  fsrtmj  or  dtspleunre 
of  tKe  croam  ?  If,  indeed,  tlKie  were  ptoah 
of  the  drmmished  aatbority  of  gorernment 
to  wsrrant  fiUiog  parliament  with  phice- 
men  and  pensioners,  it  might  be  asked  of 
tbene  adrocates  for  a  feeble  and  powerless 
monarchy,  when  tbej  woold  bt  satisfied 
of  its  strength  ? 

But  if  a  parliament  war  free  from  sVicb 
an  infliiencei  if  it  were  modelled  opon  the 
ptrrest  form,  would  the  crown  be  in  dan- 
ger ;  would  the  government  stop  ?  Is  ft 
meant  to  be  argoed  that  placemen  and 
penatonerv  are  the  bulwarks  of  the  monar- 
chy ;  and  that  the  constHution  is  in  danger 
if  the  parftament  be  not  patched  ?  Would 
not  05s  gentlemen  free  from  this  con- 
tammatmg  inftoence  hare  a  dae  regard 
to  the  constitotfon  mider  which  thejr  fired  ? 
-^if  money  was  wanted  for  just  and  ne- 
ctftary  wars,  would  they  ndt  grant  it?— 
if  for  the  proper  splendour  of  the  crown^ 
would  tbev  refifse  it  ?  or  Wonld  they  not 
be  as  ready  as  any  jffensfoned  parliament 
that  erer  sat,  to  place  at  the  oisposal  of 
the  crown,  the  hearts,  and  the  handr,  and 
the  parses  of  its  people?— A  parliament 
of  thii  description  would  not  plunge  the 
ctrantry  in  unjust  and  unnecessary  wars 
against  its  own  kindred  and  its  own  sub- 
jects, nor  wouM  it  keep  crp  a  code  of  merci- 
less proscription  and  odious  intolerance. 
They  would  not  support  any  and  every 
minister  solely  because  he  was  appointed 
by  the  crown  ;  nor  shift  round  and  turn 
when  caprice  or  bigotry,  religious  or  poll- 
tkal,  or.  an  entire  want  of  princi|>le,  hi- 
duced  the  crown  to  change  or  to  keep  its 
advisers,  lliey  would  not  entrench  them- 
sdres  against  public  criticism,  by  pri- 
vileges OT  doubtful  law  and  odious  exer- 
cise, rn  imitation  of  that  Tory  faction  in 
the  «me  of  king  WrlHam,  who  first  found 
it  necessary  to  distinguish  hetween  the 
House  of  Commons  and  the  people.  Nor 
would  they  acquit  from  blame,  and  screen 
fhim  punishment,  men  who  had  wasted  their 
tfatlant  soldiery  in  expeditions  begun  in 

r  ranee  and  persevered  into  the  destruc- 
of  the  miserable  victnns  to  the  lolly 
md  incapacfty  of  their  commanders.  And 
fibov«  aU,  such  a  parliament  would  never 
fattve  consented  to  that  Bill  of  Indemnity, 
wMcb,  placing  under  the  protection  of  the 
law  men  wh6  had  broken  all  law,  fiir- 
nMied  by  that  fatal  example  impunity 
to  crime,  and  by  stiflh^g  the  voice  of  the 
oppresaed  against  the  oppressor,  forced 


men  to  lool^  to  some  other  qnatter  besides 
English  law  and  English  government,  if 
noi  for  protection,  at  leaai  for  revenge. 
It  was,  then,  for  these  reasons  he  intendeti 
to  propose  a  clause  disqaalifytng  all  those 
who  should  hold  offices  under  the  Biff 
from  sitting  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  iSAi^^loirsaid,  he  agreed  with  many 
parts  of  the  speech  of  the  hoo.  gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down,  but  thought  lie 
had  not  quite  done  himself  justice  ;  for  he 
bad  not  only  put  the  House  in  possession 
of  hit  future  motion,  bot  of  bis  future  ' 
speech.  With  regard  to  those  points  of 
his  speech  which  went  to  ^ect  to  offices 
beings  granted  to  members  of  that  House, 
he  should  agree  with  his  hon.  friend,  (if 
he  would  permit  him  so  to  call  him)  if  he 
could  do  away  ancient  and  deep-rooted 
prejudices.  If  his  hon.  friend  could  per- 
suade all  noblemen  and  persons  of  a  ceN 
tain  rank  tn  life  to  for^o  their  wishes  for 
such  9t6ee9  as  the  Post-master- GeneraKs, 
and  others  of  the  tike  kind,  he  sh^ld  be 
very  happy  to  coincide  with  him.  There 
was  one  part  of  his  speech,  however,  in 
which  he  could  not  agree  with  his  hon. 
friend,  and  that  was,  where  he  arraigned 
the  appointment  of  colonel  M'Mahon» 
and  argued^  that  ministers  had  been  actu- 
ated in  their  conduct  on  that  occasion, 
with  a  view  to  curry  fovour  and  increase 
their  influence  with  the  Prince.  Ntw 
every  mie  who  knew  colonel  IVPMabon 
must  be  sensible  that  his  conduct  tn  the 
service  of  the  Prince  h9(A  been  highly  ho- 
nourable, and  such  as  deserved  the  par- 
ticular marks  of  favour  with  which  his 
roy^l  highness  had  honoured  him.  His 
hon.  friend  had  said,  that,  he  believed 
colonel  M'Mahon  to  be  an  honourable 
man.  He  thought  so  too.  They  were  all 
honourable  men ;  but  his  hon.  friend  did  ^ 
hot  see  what  right  colonel  M'Mahoh  had 
to  the  public  money.  As  to  the  ri^» 
there  were  certainly  more  ways  than  one 
of  deserving  remuneration  for  long,  tried,, 
and  fafthfufservices ;  and  in  appointing 
htm  to  the  office  in  question,  no  doufa^  the 
Prince  was  actuated  by  such  motives  aa  he 
thought  just  and  right  If  his  hon.  friend 
thought  the  place  ought  to  be  abolished,  let 
him  make  a  motion  on  the  subject ;  and  If 
the  House  should  be  of  the  same  oprnioo, 
he  had  no  doubt  colonel  Bl^Mahon  would 
wiirragly  resign  it.  He  (Mr.  Sheridan)  , 
was  not  in  the  House  when  the  cba<^ 
racter  of  colonel  M*Alahon  was  some 
time  ago  canvassed  on  a  yinxihr  men- 
tton  of  the  appointmeot«   tod  when  sli 
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many  hon.  membara  bore  sv^ch  honourable 
testimony  to  his  general  worth  and  merits ; 
but  be  firmly  believed  that  the  appoint- 
ment itself  was  not  so  trnly  gratifying  to 
colonel  M'Mahon,  as  the  highly  flattering 
manner  in  which  his  character  had  been 
universally  spoken  of  on  that  occasion. 
He  could  not  agree  with  his  hon.  and  learn- 
ed ^iend  in  his  objection  to  bringing  up 
his  report ;  and  he  differed  also  with  se- 
▼eral  ^f  his  hon.  friends  who  thought 
the  House  had  done  wrong  in  not  leaving 
to  the  Prince  of  Wales  the  entire  regula- 
tion of  his  Majesty's  person,  &c.  He  was 
certain  nothing«could  be  more  injurious 
id  the  Prince's  feelings  than  such  a  mea- 
sure would  have  proved.  He  differed 
with  them  alspas  to  the  corrupt  influence 
which  it  nad  been  argued  might  be  used 
by  the  Queen,  in  consequence  of  the  pow- 
ers vested  in  her.  The  whole  tenor  of 
her  Majesty's  life  had  shewn  that  she  had 
never  been  capable  of  suoh  conduct ;  and 
be  yerily  believed  she  bad  accepted  the 
trust  from  motives  of  the  most  tender  and  af- 
fectipnate  regard  to  his  Majesty,  and  that 
the  might  be  able  to  ascertain  to  a  cer- 
tainty that  every  thing  was  done  that 
could  conduce  to  hts  Majesty's  comfort, 
and  convenience.  He  differed  also  with 
them  as  to  the  provision  alUuded  to  for 
the  Princesses.  He  was  certain  there 
was  no  wish  for  expensive  establishments ; 
but  that  whatever  was  offered  would  be 
gratefully  received.  He  differed  also  as 
to  the  point  of  objection  to  the  Prince's 
debts  in  18€S.  The  Prince  sent  a  mes- 
sage by  Mr.  Tyrwhitt,  stating  his  reasons 
why  be  could  not  resume  his  state  and 
dignity,  on  account  of  certain  claims  on 
his  honour  which  he  was  bound  to  provide 
for.  He  would  not  revive  the  argument 
with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
which  took  place  a  few  nights  ago ;  he 
was  sure -the  right  hon.  gentleman  was 
convinced  that  he  had  taken  up  his  idea 
from  reading  Woodfall's  Reports,  when 
he  said  that  he  considered  the  Prince 
to  have  given  up  his  claims,  seeing  that 
the  Journals  shewed  that  he  had  only 
said  he  withdrew  his  suit.  He  thought  with 
bis  hon.  and  learned  friend,  that  the  Bill 
of  1795  deserved  all  the  epithets  he  had 
applied  to  it.  It  was  the  work,  to  be  sure, 
oi  a  great  man  who  was  in  power  at  that 
time, BOW  no  more,  who  vvas  re^rded  with 
the  highest  respect  by  his  friends,  " 
did  not  wish  to  use  very  strong  terms 
while  speakin|;^jof  the  dead;  but  he  must 
^gte^  with  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
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that  it  was  4t  scandalous  Bill,  degrading  - 
and  igqominious  to  the  Prince,  and  tend- 
ing to  stigmatise,  and  dishonour,  and  vilify, 
the  character  of  him  who  was  by  the 
course  of  nature  destined  to  fill  the  throne. 
He  perfectly  agreed  with  the  whole  of 
the  statement  made  last  night  by  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend,  (Mr.  Adam.) 
Nothing, -in  his  mind,  could  be  more 
clear  than  that  statement,  which  shew- 
ed decidedly  that  what  he  (Mr.  She- 
ridan) had  a(sserted  a  few  nights  ago  re- 
specting the  Message  of  i,he  Prince  in 
1S03,  and  particularly  respecting  his 
claims  on  the  duchy  of  Cornwall,  was 
accurate.  The  claims  of  his  royal  high- 
ness on  the  duchy  of  Cornwall  amounied 
to  more  than  700,0001.  which  was  a  much 
greater  sum  than  the  total  of  all  demands 
upon  him.  But  when  lord  Sidmouth  made 
an  arrangemeat  in  1 803,  the  Prince  had 
submitted  to  restraints  for  eight  years,  and  . 
had  merely  given  back  to  him  part  of  what 
was  his  due.  Jt  was  a  fact  of  which  he 
was  quite  certain,  and  he  was  sure  that  if 
he  had  seen  lord  Sidmouth  previous  to  this 
debate,  that  noble  lord  would  have,  con- 
firmed his  opinion ;  for,  indeed,  he  stated 
the  same  thing  from  the  very  bench  oq 
which  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  . 
Exchequer  sat,  that  the  measure  then 
adopted  was  far  from  any  thing  like  a 
compromise.  That  noble  lord  staled,  that 
he  had  made  no  allusion  to  any  arrears 
said  to  be  due  to  the  Prince  of  Wales.  . 
The  claim  to  those  arrears  was  fortified  by 
all  the  greatest  legal  authorities  that  could 
be  consulted,  and  left  the  question  clearly 
in  favour  of  the  rights  of  the  Prince.  It 
was  on  the  18th  of  February,  that  lord 
Sidmouth,  then  Mr.  Addington,  expressed 
himself  to  the  effect  he  had  stated.  It 
was  on  the  28th  of  February  that  the^ 
l^rince's  Message  came  down  to  the  House, 
in  which  he  relinquished  the  further  pro- 
secution of  his  suit,  stating  his  reliance 
upon  the  afifection  of  the  King,  and  the 
liberality  of  parliament,  to  enable  him  to 
discbarge  those  obligations  which  he  had 
contracted.  On  the  4th  of  March,  aa 
hon.  gentleman  who  was  member  for 
Rochester  made  a  motion  in  that  Houso 
for  an  address  to  the  Prince  to  resume  his 
state,  on  the  very  principle  of  paying  off 
the  arrears  of  his  debts:  and  nobody 
i^ithin  those  walls  then  argued  on  the 
He.  .message  of  the  28th  of  February,  as  com- 
promising or  bargaining  away  his  claims* 
All  which  would  have  be^  impossible, 
had  such  a  thing  as  a  compromise  been 
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undentopd  from  the  Message.  He  had, 
however,  no  wish  that  his  royal  highness 
tfhoold  now  reriTe  his  claims.  An  to  the 
debts  which  his  royal  highness  acknow- 
ledged, many  of  them  were  of  a'  nature 
binding  on  him  by  honoar,  if  not  by  law. 
It  was  proposed  to  set  apart  70,000/.  of  his 
present  income  for  their  liquidation :  but 
was  parliament  to  be  the  guarantee?  It 
was  a  TolunCary  trust  made  by  the  Prince; 
and  it  was  perfectly  possible  to  revoke  it 
He  did  not  mean  to  insinuate  such  a  thing 
as  that  the  Prince  would  revoke  it,  for  he 
knew  that  he  was  incapable  of  doing  so, 
and  he  was  quite  assured  of  the  punctuality 
and  sacredness  with  which  he  would  ever 
regard  it:  but  there  was  a  possible  con- 
tingency to  be  looked  to,  which,  though  in 
other  respects  unfortunately  an  almost 
hopeless  one,  might  occur,  namely,  the 
recovery  of  his  Majesty's  mental  health, 
and  his  resumption  of  the  duties  of  his 
high  station ;  which  would,  of  course,  put 
the  Prince  back  into  his  former  rank  and 
situation:  or,  supposing  another  case, 
however  much  to  be  deplored,— his  ida- 
jesty's  dissolution,  then  the  income  of 
the  Prince  of  Wales  would  merge  in  that 
of  the  crown.  The  Pnnce  might  do  all  in 
his  power  to  save  his  creditors  harmless ; 
but,  he  contended,  that  there  was  no  se- 
curity given  by  parliament  for  accom- 
pKshmg  this  object.  There  was  Another 
event  which  should  be  taken  into  their 
consideration,  and  that  was,  the  possibility 
of  the  death  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  him- 
self. Then  there  would  be  a  total  end  to 
all  security.  But  would  it  not  be  a  much 
preferable  mode  of  proceeding,  for  the 
public  to  take  upon  itself  all  the  debt,  ex- 
tinguishing all  question  of  the  arrears  of 
the  duchy  of  Cornwall  ?  Could  it  be  said 
to  be  fitting,  that,  under  all  the  present 

-  circumstances,  there  should  be  precarious 
debentures  existing  for  the  Prince's  ob- 
ligations ?— that  in  what  was  called  the 
Foreign  Loan  for  instance,  the  Prince  of 
fiesse,  in  his  present  condition,  should  feel 
himself  without  any  security  from  the 
British  nation  ?  Let  parliament  take  the 
debts  and  the  fond  t^ether  for  the  public, 
and  they  would  find  it  to  redound  much 
more  to  the  honour  of  the  Prince  and  the 
credit  of  parliament,  and  contribute  more 

;  to  the  character  lAld  satisfoction  of  the 

'  country. 

Lord  Ostidiion  complained  of  the  per- 
-fcctly  gratuitous  alli^ion  whioh  the  right 

'  hon.  gentleman  had  made  to  the  accept- 
ince  by  hit  no>lt  ralation  of  the  office  of 
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Postmaster  General ;  an  office  which  had 
always  been  held  by  an  individual  of  hti 
noble  relation's  rank. 

Mr.  I^teridan  disclaimed  the  least  inten- 
tion of  saying  any  thing  disrespectful  to 
the  noble  earl.  The  higher  tho  noble 
earl's  character,  the  stronger  was  his  argu- 
ment, which  tended  to  remind  his  hon* 
friend  in  the  midst  of  his  general -prin« 
ciples,  that  there  were  cases  in  which  men 
of^  the  best  character  did  accept  situations 
such  as  those  his  hon.  friend  exclaimed 
against.  As  to  gratuitous  allusions,  rt 
ought  to  be  recollected  that  he  must  na- 
turally have  felt  a  little  hurt  at  the  gra- 
tuitous allusion  which  had  been  made  by 
his  hon.  friend  to  colonel  M'Mahon. 

The  report  was  then  .brought  up  and 
agreed  to. 

The  House  then  went  into  the  Committee 
on  the  Household  Officers'  Bill.  Afler  a 
number  of  clauses  had  been  read  and 
agreed  to. 

Sir  Charles Bwrrell was desirousof  saying 
a  few  words  on  the  subject  of  the  marshal- 
men,  yeomen,  and  porters  of  the  House- 
hold, in  which  he  thought  all  must  agree. 
The  marshalmen,  he  understood,  paid 
7  or  800  guineas  for  their  places  to  the 
Knight  Marshal,  for  which  they  received 
a  sort  of  nominal  salary  of  about  20/.  a 
year,  which  was  subject  to  a  reduction  of 
five  or  SIX  pounds.  On  their  deaths,  their 
situations  vrere  again  sold  by  the  Knight 
Marsha],  and  he  supposed  that  it  was  from 
such  sources  that  the  Knight  Marshal  him- 
self was  paid.  If  a  marshalman  was  per- 
mitted to  transfer  his  situation  to  another, 
it  was  generally  at  the  price  of  about  120/.; 
but  if  he  was  an  invalid,  he  was  treated 
only  as  a  sort  of  annuitant,  and  not  per- 
mitted to  transfer.  He  meant  no  kind  of 
reflection  in  what  he  said  upon  the  Knight 
Marshal ;  perhaps  some  of  the  money  went 
to  the  Lord  Steward  ;  but  he  could  not  tell. 
Porter's  places  went  at  about  100/.  and 
under  them  were  the  groom  porters.  The 
duties,  however,  were  performed  by  a  set 
of  paid  under' porters.  He  complained  of 
the  practice  o^  such  persons  requiring 
money  in  the  shape  of  fees,  which  in  the 
opinion  of  some  lawyers  might  subject 
them  to  the  Vagrant  act.  Those  who  lived 
in  town  might  not  wonder  at  such  thingn  ; 
but  what  sort  of  impression  must,  it  make 
on  a  sheriff  from  the  country,  who  came 
to^  court  in  the  performance  of  a  public 
doty,  when  he  was  the  next  day  called 
upon  for  tnoney  ?  But  what  said  these  in- 
ferior  officers  oiihe-  household? — that 
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ihey  iuul  iheir  daii«s  to  f^rforw,  am!  iud 
M9  renuMwration  except  Uieir  ]div,  tiwufi- 
cient,  and  scandalous  saiairi^t*  Tbettr 
conduct  m  desnaadag  fee#  was  coRMved 
at,  and  approved  of  by  high  AutborUi«8. 
£?ea  pev^oos  ^rho  ivere  received  at  court 
for  their  meritorious  services  v^ere  dimned 
in  the  sai»e  wanner :  and  what  must  they 
think  of  it  ?  When  the  custom  -of  fcaking 
vails  was  universally  done  away  in  this 
country^  the  wages  of  eervants  had  been 
proportionally  encreased ;  yet  this  mise- 
jrabie  practice  was  allowed  to  remain 
aboiit  the  oeurt.  He  felt  it  his  daty  to 
mantion  this  subject^  as  it  mif$ht  oome  ^ 
the  ears  of  his  rayal  highncMs,  whose  ewn 
establishfaeatf  he  Ipmw,  waa  pare  from 
this  species  of  inhosftitaUty.  The  officers 
themselves  be  did  not  blame,  for  he  was 
jure  that  they  would,  moat  lof  them  at 
any  rate>  be  happy  to  be  relieved  fnom 
vauch  a  system  of  beggary ;  and  many  of 
them^  though  not  in  high  stations,  had 
feelinga  ca^mle  of  all  the  unpleasantness 
to  which  such  a  practice  exposed  ^em^ 

Mr.  Kemick  never  knew  af  BK>re  than 
one  •compJaiat  against  the  conduct  of  a 
marsha^an;  and  in  that  caae  pfoper 
jrodcets  was  givea^  on  s^licatm  te  the 
proper  4)uarter.  He  had  board  of  no  coos- 
plaiats  as  to  the  vaila.  He  4i4  not  kaow 
who  apmiated  the  portera^  hot  if  the  Laid 
£taward  <Ud>  he  was  8\iite  he  xeoeived  no 
money  for  it.  If  the  marshalmeo  wiahad 
4o  be  relieved  fram  the  preueat  practke, 
\m  was  equally  <oeruin  that  the  Ka^ht 
JBilarshal  would  Isel  the  same  aatisfiacttea. 
Wfaeooflbcersmiebehaved  themselveMheir 
pay  was  trapped. 

After  aame  further  discussion,  in  which 
Mr.  Crober,  Mr«  GUea,  the  ChanoeUor  of 
'  ibe.&cohe^|tt6r,.aBd  lN(r.  Benae^  paitiid- 
patad,  the  clause  was  agreed  to. 


F^ftOatim  ^kdand. 
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Jfedna'da^,  Januarjf  29. 
pQn7it4vioii  09  Xa«LAMi>.J  Sir  Mm 
Nm^fortt  in  pursaanoe  «f  previous  notice, 
9oae  to  move  for  leave  to  ^riagina  BUI  to 
«scertiRn  the  aoDuat  af -the  PopulatMA  of 
Isetaad.  Ha  eapressed  km  savpriae  'that 
ameaeareahatfld  have  been  ao  iaqg  de- 
ferMd  w^h  woakl  eaahle  paiiiaaMut  to 
^asoerlaia  4be  number  <af  persons  ibr  ^wbom 
itwaatoiegifkbte.  IWieeeinoe  the  Union 
.had  the  popaiatioo  of  ^scat  firisain  been 
aakulaled,  bat  in  ibis  jrespeetyaa  weU  as 
^  in  atbavs,  the  aatifwe  of  Jrelaad  had  been 
laially  ae>tooted>    llpe  o»ly  laaaan  Jke 


could  imagine  for  this  omission  was  a  spe- 
cies of  timidity  on  the  part  4>f  certain  per- 
sens»  who  were  afraid  even  of  letting  tbem* 
selves  know  the  seal  amount  pf  the  inba* 
bitants  of  the  sister  kingdom.  It  appeared 
to  the  right  bon.  baronet  a  solecism,  that 
ail  the  pubiic  bills  introduced  were  not 
made  to  include  the  whole  uaited  king- 
dom; leaving  it  to  the  persons  bringiu^ 
them  in  to  point  out  what  parts  should  be 
excepted  ;  bit  Ireland  was  aniiWialy  ok- 
eluded  from  the  provisions  in  the  first  ia- 
atance.  He  illustrated  this  position  by  al- 
luding to  the  5Qth  Geo.  S,for  taking  secu- 
rities from  public  officers,  which  applied 
only  to  fiai^Iand  and  Wales,  and  to  an  act 
of  last  session  for  liberating  pernoas  can- 
fined  £er  email  debto  in  Gfeat  Britaai, 
omitting  aU  notice  of  Ireland. — He  then 
went  on  to  notice  the  difficulties  stated  by 
Jiffr.  Roae  on  a  ibrmer  night,  which,  in  the 
right  hon.  bamnet's  opiniop,  might  he 
overoome,  by  adopting  partially  the  sys- 
tem of  ascertaining  the  pepulation  m  Im- 
land,  and  by  amnloyinff  the  officeia  ap- 
pointed by  the  Grand  Juries  in  IrehM4. 
Above  all,  he  deprecated  in  obtaining  tbe 
census  any  distinction  beitig  made  between 
persons  of  partioidar  religious  sects  and 
opinion^  which  oould  only  have  the  effi»ct 
of  rangii^  as  it  w«re  in  hostile  array  thaee 
who  being  kindred  in  blood  and  oatiea, 
diifesed  anly  in  religious  creeds ;  he  wtaa 
perfectly  confident,  that  at  preeent,  the 
natives  of  Ireland  wese  actuated  by  the 
warmest  aeal  to  maiataia  the  indepen- 
dence of  tbe  empire,  whatever  pains  had 
been  blindly  taken  to  disaoite  theea  m  the 
support  of  their  common  iaieresite^*— A«ia- 
ther  main  object  in  view  was,  tbnt  the 
maaaare  ahoald  not  be  temporary,  hot 
permanent ;  aad  that,  at  the  conclusion  af 
M^y  sevien  yeansi,  the  oeosus  he  praposed 
ahottld  be  mkea.  Tbs  diaadvantefn  re- 
aultii^  Ivam  bills  of  this  nataee;,  whinh 
meve  only  made  to  aipwer  an  immrdiile 
'O^eet,  -waa  eKemplified  by  the  boasted 
j-etums,  which  the  r«ght  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  kose)  had  laid  upoa  the  table,  of  the 
cemparat;ive  .numbers  of  the  papulatioa  of 
48reat  Jlritaia  in  liJOl  and  1611,  ler  it 
newer  oauU  be  credited  that  the  immense 
appacent^  inerease  of  a  milliaa  and  a  half 
was  owing  to  iiataral  causes ;  it  waa  <aaly 
to  be  aooeanted  for  by  sapposing,  that  the 
people  in  1801  thought  that  the  oeneua 
was  required  fia*  purposes  af  tasalaea*  end 
therefore  then^  desigoedly^mitaed  a  gi>tnt 
aumber  af  peesons,  whoat  siaates  weie.  in- 
eeitad  in  «he  fetacM  af  ifill.   .Ht«ea- 
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4)f  the  order  be  expunged.     He  had  writ- 


eluded  by'  moving, ''  for  lea?e  to  bring  in 
ai  Bill  for  taking  an  account  of  the  Popula- 
tion of  Ireland,  and  of  the  increase  or  di- 
minotton  thereof.'^ 

Mr.  Ro9e  was  anxiotit  to  give  the  pro- 
posed Bill  erery  support,  and  rose  merely 
to  Tindicate  himself  from  the  implied  ac- 
cusation, that  he  ought  before  to  have 
brodfffat  forward  the  meature.  The  truth 
was,  ne  felt  himself  incompetent  to  so  ar- 
duous a  task  as  it  appeared  to  be,  on  the 
Tery  statement  of  the  right  hon.  baronet; 
hot  Iw  denied  that  there  was  any  design 
to  conceal  the  extent  of  the  Population  of 
Ireland.  He  was  as  far  as  any  man 
from  wishing  that  any  religious,  distinc- 
tions should  be  made  4o  sever  a  people, 
whom  he  waf  fully  convinced  were  zea- 
lously attached  to  the  existing  govem- 
meat;  ^d  he  concurred  not  less^  in  the 
propriety  of  the  census  being  taken  at 
stated  periods.  With  regard  to  what  had 
been  said  on  the  returns  of  1801  and 
181 1,  he  could  not  admit  that  the  difier- 
ence  was  owing  to  the  cause  assigned  by 
the  right  hon.  baronet,  for  the  accounts 
themselves  bore  internal  evidence  of  their 
Accuracy.  In  a  few  days  the  House  would 
be  pot  in  possession  ol'  the  returns  of  the 
separate  parishes,  where  the  amount  of 
burials  and  christenings  would  be  stated, 
although  they  did  not,  he  admitted,  exact- 
ly keep  pace  with  each  other. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  the 
Bill. 

Okdbr  for  Lht  of  Police  Ma- 
GfSTaATEs.]  Mr.  Secretary  Ifyder  ob- 
served, that  it  would  be  recollected  that 
in  the  last  week,  on  the  motion  of  an  hon. 
baronet  (Sir  Francis  Bordett,  see  p.  230) 
a  return  was  ordered  of  the  number  of 
Police  Magistrates,  in  which  it  was  re- 
quired also  that  they  should  state  "  where 
their  qualifications  are,  and  what  they 
are.'^  By  an  act  of  paHiament  passed  for 
ihe  most  wholesome  purposes,  all  magis- 
-tnHes  were  required,  before  their  appoint- 
ment, to  deliver  in  a  statement  of  their 
Soalifications,  under  severe  penalties,  and 
le  House  would  observe,  that  if  this  order 
•were  complied  with,  it  would  be  demand- 
ing of  the  magistrates  that  they  should 
femish  evidence  against  themselves,  which, 
he  apprehended,  even  the  hon.  baronet 
himself  would  not  wish  to  enforce.  This 
objection  had  been  suggested  by  the  At- 
torney General,  without  any  communi- 
cation from  any  person  interested,  and  he 
begged  therefore  to  move,  that  that  part 
(VOL- XXL) 


ten  a  ftote  to  sir  F.  Burdett,  inForming  him 
of  his  intention,  the  day  before  yesterday, 
and  was  sorry  not  now  to  see  him  in  his 
place. 

Mr.  WtUthread  thought  that  it  would  ber 
much  more  advisable  to  delay  the  motion 
until  it  was  ascertained  that  the  hon.  ba* 
ronet  had  received  the  communication 
jnst  referred  to,  that  he  might  at  least  have 
an  opportunity  of  stating  bis  objections. 
He  thought  that  it  could  be  no  very  severe 
hardship  upon  the  magistrates,  even  if  the 
order  retained  its  oridnal  form :  it  mi^ht 
be  the  object  of  the  hon.  baronet  to  point 
out  to  the  House  certain  magistrates  who 
had  not  complied  with  the  provisions  of 
the  statute. 

Mr.  Secretary  R^der  said,  he  had  no 
doubt  that  his  note  had  been  received,  for 
it  was  left  at  the  house  of  the  hon.  ba» 
ronet,  who  might  afterwards,  if  he  pleas- 
ed, revive  the  order  by  taking  the  sense  of 
the  House. 

Sir  John  Newport  strongly  objected  to 
this  last  proposal.  It  would  lead  to  this 
absurdity,  that  ihe  House  would  be  em- 
ployed one  day  in  making  an  order,  next 
day  in  rescinding  it,  and  aderwards  in  re- 
viving it.  For  himself,  he  cou|d  see  no 
harm  in  making  the  manstrates  give  in 
an  account  of  their  qualifications.  What 
would  be  the  result  >  merely  that  the  le- 
gislature should  interfere  to  take  cogni* 
zance  of  their  conduct,  instead  of  the  gtd 
tarn  informers.  At  all  events,  the  debate 
ought  to  be  deferred  till  the  hon.  baronet 
came  down  to  the  House. 

Sir  T.  l\trt<m  could  by  no  means  agree 
with  the  last  speaker,  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  this  House  to  compel  magistrates  to 
render  accounts  which  might  criminate 
themselves. 

Mr.  TkrruysM,  that  it  did  not  follow 
because  the  hon.  baronet  had  not  answered 
the  communication,  that  he  therefore  as- 
sented to  \U  What  was  the  meaning  of 
the  present  motion  }  An  order  was  made 
for  magistrates  to  state  their  qualifica- 
tions; and  the  right  hon.  secretary  moved 
to  alter  it,  because  he  found  that  some 
magistrates  will  be  crimii\ated  by  it.  (No! 
no!  from  the  ministerial  benches.)  Why, 
really,  that  was  the  result  of  his  reasoning, 
when  he  sUted,  that  it  might  produce 
great  inconvenience  lo  some  magistrates* 
He  himself  thought  the  drder  very  useful. 
If  any  magistrates  had  evaded  tbe  act,  it 
was  fit  they  sI\ould  be  animadverted  upon ; 
if  any  should  be  (bund  to  have  acted  un« 

(2  D) 
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intentionally,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of 
the  House  to  relieve  tbetn.  He  could  not 
approte  of  the  suggested  method  of  re* 
viving  the  order. 

Mr.  Kenrick  thought  that  the  House 
would  exercise  its  inquisitorial  power  very 
improperly,  if  it  forced  magistrates  to  cri- 
minate themselves :  nor  would  the  order 
produce  the  desired  efFect.  The  present 
qualifications  of  magistrates  might  be  very 
different  from  those  which  they  possessed 
at  fir^t;  they  might  have  sold  or  changed 
their  origui^l  qualificatiom ;  and  it  would 
be  too  inquisitorial  for  the  House  to  de» 
mand  an  account  of  changes  which  it  might 
be  inconvenient  to  siate. 

Mr.  Homer  asked,  was  it  to  be  endured, 
that  the  House  should  be  required  to  give 
up  its  inquisitorial  power,  because  the 
partres  examined  before  it  would  perhaps 
be  found  to  have  broken  the  law  ?  Was 
it  not  rather  the  object  of  their  inquisitions 
to  detect  such  criminals  ?  But  he  denied, 
that  in  this  case  the  magistrates  would  be 
called  on  to  criminate  themselves.  The 
proper  officers  appointed  in  every  county 
would  present  the  desired  information  to 
the  House,  At  any  rate,  the  present  pro* 
position  was  not  to  be  endured.  It  was, 
indeed,  a  principle  of  law,  that  a  ma»i 
should  not  be  called  on  to  criminate  him- 
self, because  his  confession  might  be  used 
to  his  convictipn.  But  the  evidence  re* 
ceiled  in  that  House  could  not  be  admitted 
as  e? idence  to  criminate  a  man  out  of  it. 
No  court  of  justice  would  allow  it. 
fie  insisted^  therefore,  that  the  House 
should  not,  by  admitting  the  proposition 
just  suggested,  destroy  at  one  blow  their 
whole  inquisitorial  power*  Atjimit  it  now, 
and  it  would  be  ^sed  hereafter  as  a  prece* 
dent  to  check  all  inquiries  into  criminal 
"  abuses.  , 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  observed, 
that  a  magistrate  might  possibly  be  quali- 
fied at  the  taking  of  his  office,  and  a  list 
of  such  qualification  might  easily  be  fur- 
nished by  the  regular  officer  appointed 
for  such  purposes ;  but  if  he  had  changed 
his  original  qualification,  the  nature  of  that 
which  he  at  present  held  could  be.  obtain- 
ed only  from  himself:  and  such  inquiry, 
according  to  the  present  order,  might  lead 
him  to  criminate  himself.  As  to  the  point 
of  evidence  insisted  on  by  the  last  speaker, 
he  conceived  that  the  House  might  very 
possibly  be  disposed  to  allow  an  extract 
of  its  proceedings  to  be  taken;  and  such 
extract  would,  undoubtedly,  be  received 
as  evidence  against  a  person  in  any  court 
of  law  in  the  kingdom. 


Order  far  Idst  rf  PuhHc  Magulfates.         [40t 


Lord  Folkestone  said  he  could  not  com- 
prehend how  the  House  could  come  at 
the  qualification,  unless  the  order  stood 
as  it  was  originally  made.  It  appeared 
that  a  measure  of  great  idfiportance,  name- 
ly, the  qualification  of  magistrates^  had 
been  passed  into  a  law  ;  and  now  when 
it  came  to  be  inquired  into,  it  was  alleg- 
ed, that  if  application  was  made  to  the 
clerks,  they  could  not  give  the  necessary 
information  as  to  the  exact  situation  of 
these  qualifications.  It  was,  therefore, 
incumbent  on  the  House  to  ascertaki  i\m 
point  according  to  the  enactment  of  th« 
law;  and  it  appeared  to  him  that  that 
could  only  be  done  by  suffering  the  order 
to  stand  as  originally  made. 

The  Chancellor  if  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  order  as  it  stood  most  be  pro- 
ductiv^e  of  great  inconvenience,  without 
a  possibility  of  cdming  at  the  truth.  Po- 
lice magistrates  might  have  been  duly 
qualified,  and  have  given  in  a  particular 
place,  where  that  qualification  lay  at  the 
time  they  became  magistrates;  and  yet 
having  parted  with  that  property,  there 
waA  no  way  of  coming  at  the  fact  where 
their  qualittcation  now  lay,  ^but  by  com« 
pel  ling  them  to  ascertain  it.  This  ditl 
not  apply  -to  police  magistrates  alone, 
but  to  every  justice  of  peace  in  the  king^ 
dom^ 

Mr.  Bankes  thought  it  would  be  eaay 
to  modify  the  matter  eftectualiy  by  an 
amendment  of  the  present  motion,  in  only 
adding  a  few  words  so  as  to  reach  that 
quflrtification  under  which  the  magistrate' 
began  to  act.  He  was  sure  the  House 
would  ever  be  slow  to  exercise  its  inqui* 
sitorial  power ;  but  so  far  as  this  went 
he  thought  it  might  very  fairly  be 
done. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  moved,  that  the  de* 
bate  be  adjourned  to  Friday. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ifyder  objected  to  the 
adjournment,  as  he  had  given  two  days 
notice,  and  had  also  selit  a  private  inti- 
mation of  his  intention,  and  of  the  pur* 
port  of  his  motion  to  the  hon.  baronet 
who  had  originally  brought  forward  the 
subject. 

Lord  Folkeaone  said,  the  righ(  boa. 
gentleman  gave  his  notice  only  on  Mon- 
day evening,  when  almost  all  the  mea- 
bers  had  left  the  House.  For  his  own 
part,  he  kitew  nothing  of  it  till  be  mw 
the  notice  yiesterday  afternoon,  just  before 
he  came  into  the  House.  He  shoukl 
therefore  vote  for  the  Adjoatoment  of  thi 
debate  to  Friday. 
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Tb«  HpQie  tbte  dhridcd,  when  the 
nambers  were»  for  the  adjoornm^t  21  ] 
mgMOstit^  53. 

King's  Hovibbold  Bill.]  Upoa  the 
quefti^n  that  this  Bill  be  read  a  third 


Mr.  Hui^inMtm  said,  that  the  subject 
iiad  been  already  exhausted,  and  that  he 
did  not  rise  to  enforce  what  had  been 
already  said,  bat  to  explain  the  nature 
and  groonds  of  hit  opposition  to  the  Bill. 
It  proceeded  all  along  upon  the  Tiolation 
of  a  great  constitutional  principle.  The 
first  duty  of  the  Commons  House  of  par- 
liament was  to  stand  between  the  people 
and  the  imposition  of  undue  and  oppres- 
sive burdens.  In  the  present  times,  it 
was  msfortunately  but  too  often  the  duty 
of  that  House  to  impose  heavv  burdens 
upon  the  people^  but  it  was  their  para- 
mount  duty,  before  they  did  so,  to  make 
themaelres  satisfied  of  that  necessity,  by 
previous  and  industrious  investigation. 
If  thif  principle  was  at  all  times  practi- 
caUy  true,  never  was  there  a  period  at 
which,  it  ought  to  be  more  vigilantly 
acted  up  to,  than  at  the  preaent  crisis, 
when  the  highest  and  most  opulent  orders 
of  the  community  sorely  felt  that  pressure, 
beneath  which  the  lowest  orders  had  been 
bowed  to  the  very  dust.  How  far,  then, 
was  this  great  constitutional  principle  ob- 
served or  departed  from,  in  the  introduc- 
tion and  progress  of  this  bill  ?  No  man 
would  deny  that  this  bill  imposed  addi- 
tional and  weighty  burdens  on  the  peo* 
pie;  but  had  previous  inquiry  proved 
the  necessity  of  these  fresh  impositions  ? 
and  if  they  had  not,  was  the  House  doing 
its  duty  towards  that  people  that  had  en- 
trusted them  with  the  dlisposal  of  their 
property,  when  they  voted  avray  any  por- 
tion of  that  property,  without  being  first 
convinced  of  the  necessity  that  called  for 
it  ?  He  had  listened  with  attention  to  the 
course  of  the  debates  upon  this  bill,  and 
had  heard  much  of  what  was  due  to  the 
King,  and  much  of  what  was  due  to  the 
Regent,  but  nothing  of  what  was  due  to 
the  people.  He  had  no  wish  to  refuse 
•very  supply  absolutely  necessary ;  but 
be  could  not  hear  the  proposition  made 
to  that  House,  as  if  the  only  fit  subject 
oC  inquiry  was,  how  much  the  executive 
demanded,  and  not  how  much  an  op- 
messed  people  could  reasonably  spare. 
It  was  putting  the  question  as  if  the 
daims  of  the  monarch  were  indefinite-— 
a»  if  the  monarch  was  every  thing  and 


the  people  nothing.  He  was  the  more 
jealous  of  'any  conduct  that  could  give 
rise  to  imputations  of  that  kind,  because 
he  knew  how  to  value  the  monarchical 
part  of  the  constitution,  and  it  was  be- 
cause be  was  anxious  that  it  might  al- 
ways find  its  root  in  the  affections  of  the 
country,  that  he  was  *at  all  times  jealous 
of  any  misconduct  of  minis^ters  that  could 
have  a  tendency  to  soil  it  with  suspicion ; 
every  day  was  pregnant  with  one  great 
lesson,  that  monarchies  had  their  best 
foundation  in  the  reciprocal  discharge  of 
the  social  compact  between  the  governors 
and  the  governed.  But  how  had  mi- 
nisters acted  up  to  this  old  constitutional 
principle }  They  had  not  only  not  pro- 
duced but  refused  to  produce  the  accounts 
sought  for.  There  was,  for  instance,  an 
additional  70,000t  a  year  chafged  upon 
the  people — was  this  necessary  ?  Where 
were  the  documents— where  the  evidence 
to  prove  iu  necessity  ?  The  bill  also  em- 
powered the  Prince  to  reserve  70,0(X)/. 
a  y^ar  from  his  exchequer  income,  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  his  debts.  Why 
not  pav  them  at  once  ?  He  was  aware 
of  his  liability  to  be  misunderstood,  but 
that  should  not  deter  him  from  the  frank 
avowal  of  his  sentiments.  The  public 
had  an  interest  in  having  the  royal  mind 
relieved  from  the  degrading  difficulties 
of  pecuniary  embarrassment.  The  royal 
mind  should  be  devoted  to,  if  no)[  en- 
grossed by  the  great  care  of  providing 
for  the  security  and  honour  of  his  people : 
but  pecuniaiy  pressures  were  of  that  na- 
ture, that  where  they  existed,  they  must 
be  peculiarly  goadipg  to  every  well-or- 
ganized mind,  whether  the  "individual 
was  a  peasant  or  a  prince.  He  thought 
it,  therefore,  a  public  duty  to  remove  at 
once  this  'unseemly  load  from  the  head  of 
the  government:  but  the  measure  pro- 
posed by  ministers '  left  this  weight  of 
debt  to  linger  away  by  degrees,  and  not 
in  a  dignimd  manner  to  be  dismissed  at 
once.  In  1803,  he  had  voted  for  the 
increase  to  the  Prince,  but  he  had  also,  in 
the  same  year,  opposed  the  motion  of  an 
hon.  gentleman  for  the  payment  of  the 
Prince's debu,  because  bethought,  though 
no  such  declaration  had  been  made  to  the 
House,  that  it  was  the  general  opinion, 
that  a  satisfactory  arrangement  had  been 
made  between  the  Prince  and  the  exe- 
outtve,  prior  to  the  call  upon  parliament 
to  increase  the  income.  He,  however^ 
even  then  thought  the  arrangement  of 
ministers  most  defective ;   a  full  inquiry 
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into  the  ci?il  list  ezpendiiute  was  in  his 
xuiod  thcf  only  remedy:  and  after  all, 
this  measure  did  nothing  decisive  as  to 
the  Prince's  debt^  He  understood  that 
they  might,  at  a  rough  estimate,  be  com- 
puted at  500,000/.  This  could  not  be 
paid  ofi'  in  seven  years.  The  vrhole  had 
the  air  of  a  mean  trick  of  the  ministers, 
to  keep  the  Prince  dependent  upon  them ; 
and  though  in  that  case  the  result  must 
prove  how  miserably  they  had  plotted, 
as  far  as  related  to  the  Prince,  yet  the 
late  debates  on  the  Droits  of  Admiralty 
shewed  what  an  alarming  fund  ministers 
had  at  their  disposal.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man then  went  into  the  question,  as  it 
affected  Foreign  Courts.  In  alkidiog  to 
the  charges  of  Mr.  Arbuthnot,  of  whom 
he  was  willing  to  tliink  with  all  respect, 
he  censured  the  abject  policy  of  making 
presents  at  eastern  courts.  He  spoke 
from  his  own  experience  at  the  court  of 
the  Sublime  Porte,  and  certain  northern 
courts,  when  he  said  that  the  plain  un- 
adorned integrity  of  the  English  character 
iras  more  worthily  represented  by  those 
who  would  presei^t  no  other  bribe  to  a 
foreign  court  than  the  discovery  of  her  true 
interests,  and  flatter  her  with  no  other 
compliteent  than  the  sincerity  of  mutual 
plain  dealing.  As  to  marquis  Wellesley's 
charge,  he  thought  J  6,000/.  for  a  few 
wee|cs  stay  in  Spain  exorbitant,  however 
accurate  the  item  of  the  expenditure. 
He  concluded  with  strong  and  general 
exhortations  to  economy.  Things  tfould 
not  long  go  on  as  they  had  done.  Let 
ministers  begin  tfi  think  at  last,  before  the 
time  either  for  deliberating  or  acting  was 
gone  for  even 

The  Chancellar  t^the  ExcA^^ver  observed, 
that  the  subjects  touched  upon  by  the 
honourable  member,  had  already  been 
80  fully  discussed,  that  he  did  not  think 
it  necessary  to  enter  into  any  particular 
reply.  One  idea,  however,  he  had  ad* 
vanced  which  was  perfectly  new,  and  that 
M^s  respecting  our  embassies  to  Eastern 
Courts.  *  He  doubted  whether  it  would  be 
wise,  to  strip  a  minister,  sent  from  a  coun- 
try like  this  on  an  Eastern  embassy,  of  all 
.  that  splendour  and  pomp  (not  over-splen* 
door,  hut  necessary  magnificence)  which 
were  always  observed  by  other  courts,  and 
especially  by  those  of  ^kussia  and  France. 
The  expences  of  such  missions  were  known 
to  be  greater  than  what  were  incurred. on 
other  occasions ;  bat  even  as  it  was,  we 
were  Tastly  inferior  in  those  expences  to 
the  jcoorts  be  had  alvndy  alioded  to* 


Mr.  ArbuHmoi  said,  that  as  an  oppor- 
tunity would  soon  be  affi>vded  him  to  speak 
particularly  to  this  subject,  he  should  now 
say  but  a  very  few  words.  He  should 
pass  over  everything  relating  to  himself; 
bnt  he  would  mform  the  hon.  genileman» 
that  of  such  importance  did  France  deem 
her  embassies  to  the  Porte,  that  a  fleet  had 
been  for  some  time  lying  at  Toulon  for  tho 
purpose  of  taking  an  ambassador  in  « 
soitable  manner  to  Constantinople. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  third  tine,  and 
passed. 


HOUSE  OF  LORPS. 

Fruity,  January  51. 

Statb  of  laiLANn.]  Earl  FumiUiam 
said,  he  rose,  in  pursuance  of  his  notiee, 
to  call  the  attention  of  their  l<»^ships  to 
the  situation  of  a  very  important  part  of 
the  British  Empire,  and  which  their  lordv 
ships  were  all  aware  was  that  part  of  the 
empire  on  the  other  side  of  St.  George's 
ChamieL  Little  did  he  think,  however^ 
when  he  gave  notice  of  hb  motion,  found* 
ing  his  intention,  as  he  then  did,  upon 
circumstancei  which  had  then  already 
taken  place,  and  .which  had  excited  the 
most  alarming  discontents  in  Ireland— *> 
little  did  he  think,  that  at  the  time  bis  mo- 
tion would  be  discussed,  he  should  have 
had  to  lament  the  existence  of  still  for* 
ther  and  aggravated  circumstances,  whieb 
could  not  rail  to  add  most  alarmingly  to 
the  discontents  already  existing,  whicb 
could  not  foil  to  be  pregnant  with  danger 
to  the  best  interests  and  hopea  of  the  coun- 
try.  Liule  did  he  think  that  he  should 
have  had  to  notice  a  line  of  conduct  on 
the  part  of  the  government  of  Ireland,  as 
developed  by  the  mail  that  arrived  yea* 
terday,  which  he  believed  had  no  example 
during  the  whole  of  the  last  century,  and 
to  parallel  which,  he  believed  he  must  go 
back  to  the  arbitrary  reign  of  James  the 
second.  Where  comld  the  people  leok 
for  protection  or  safety,  if  the  great  bui« 
wark  of  personal  safety  and  pmonal  Mm 
berty,  the  trial  by  jury,  wmsTitiabMl  and 
corrupted  I  Yet  he  found,  by  the  aocoaol 
which  had  reached  London,  of  the  ^  pro* 
ceedings  in  the  Irish  court  of  King's  bcnch^ 
that  the  jary  pannel  summoned  to  try  one  ^ 
of  the  Catholic  Delegates  had  been  taa»  ' 
pered  with,  and  that  the  crown  soltcknr 
had  been  numbering,  and  markmg,  andal* 
tering  the  list,  in  »  manner  that  proved 
the  exercise  of  the  nndne  influence  of 
goveroment;  nay,  that  air  CharleaSaxton^ 
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whom  in  the  absence  from  Ireland  of  Mr. 
Secretary  Pole,  he  most  consider  as  tile 
ohief  civii  ofl&cer  of  the  government,  had 
been  modelling  the  list  in  a  «manner  that 
must  excite  the  strongest  feelings  of  alarm 
for  the  pority  of  the  administration  of  jaa« 
tice  in  Ireland.  It  was  true  that  the  whole 
of  the  proceedings  had  not  yet  arrived  ;  it 
was  true  that  they  did  not  know  precisely 
the  result,  but  enough  had  been  developed 
to  excite  the  greatest  alarm;  enough  had 
been  discovered  to  add  strongly  to  the  dis- 
contents already  so  unhappily  existing. 
Take  away,  by  undue  means,  the  security 
^he  sul:^ect  enjoyed  from  a  fair  trial  by 
jury,  and  what  -remained  to  him  of  protec- 
tion or  safety  ?  He  hoped  that  the  persons 
whose  names  had  been  implicated  in  this 
transaction,  would  be  able  to  clear  them- 
selves from  the  charge  which  thus,  ac- 
cording to  report,  appeared  against  them ; 
bot  ne  lamented  to  say,  that  from  what 
was  already  known,  enough  had  been  dis- 
covered to  render  the  ))eople  of  Ireland 
JDStly  dissatisfied.  Enough  also  had  been 
discovered  to  shew,  in  the  strongest  point 
of  view,  the  necessity  of  the  motion  with 
which  he  intended  to  conclude,  for  a  Cooa- 
nittee  to  take  into  its  consideration  the  si- 
tuation of  affairs  in  Ireland*  If  however 
ifaeir  lordships  should  consider  these  cir- 
cumstances in  the  perhaps  imperfect  state 
in  which  they  were  known  to  be,  as  not 
being  a  sufficietit  ground  at  the  present 
moment  for  such  a  moiiop,  still  there  were 
amply  sufficient  groonds  previously  exist- 
ing foa  agreeing  to  such  a  proposition. 
That  the  discontents  in  Ireland  chiefly 
arose  from  the  denial  to  the  CathoHc  body 
•f  the  same  rights  which  were  enjoyed  by 
their  fellow*citizens,  there  could  be  no 
<loubt.  This  topic  had  been  often  pressed 
opon  their  lordships'  consideraiion,  and 
^ust  be  again  and  again,  until  the  evil 
was  redressed  ;  for  it  was  an  evil  which 
sorely  pressed  upon  a  large  portion  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects,  and  tranquillity  could 
not  be  expected  until  those  disabilities 
were  removed.  Why  such  disabilities 
should  continue  to  exist  he  was  utterly  at 
a  loss  ta  discover.  No  ground  or  reason 
remained  to  support  them.  It  was  idle  to 
suppose  that  there  was  a  single  particle  of 
religioti  in  the  opposition  made  to  the 
Catholic  clamis.  Whether  a  man  did  or 
did  not  worship  the  Virgin  Mary— whe- 
ther he  conceived  he  took  the  real  body 
attd  blood  of  Christ,  in  the  Eucharist^  or 
whether  he  merely  rei^ived  the  Sacrament 
io^camitimnoration  of  the  sufferings  4>f  our 


Saviour,  was  a  matttr  so  wholly  indif* 
ferent  to  all  considerations  of  state,  that  it 
were  ridiculous '  to  suppose  that  such  difw 
ferences  of  opinion  in  matters  of  religion, 
could  influence  the  miodsof  men  in  mere 
considerations  of  policy ;  some  other  rea* 
sons  must  therefore  be  sought  lor  con*: 
tinuing  the  exclusion  of  the  Catholics,^ 
but  none  now  remained.  Whatevtr 
might  Jiave  been  the  justice  of  the  poticy 
which  formerly  excluded  them  from  tho 
pale  of  the  constitution,  the  considerations 
which  dictated  that  exclusion;  had  long 
ceased  to  operate.  The  policy  which 
dictated  the  enactment  of  disabilities  upon 
the  Catholics  must  ^e  soogbt  for  in* 
the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Charles  th# 
second ;  at  that  period  a  sense  of  danger 
had  justly  been  raised  in  the  public  miml 
in  consequence  of  the  well  known  dbposi* 
tion  of  James  duke  of  York,  the  presump* 
tive  heir  to  the  crown ;  his  well  known 
propensity  toarbitrary  poweri  and  the  sop- 
port  which  he  received  from  the  Catholic 
hody,  raised  a  just  alarm :  and  the  restric- 
tions opon  that  body,  which  were  then 
agreed  to  by  parliament,  were  founded 
upon  well  ascertained  considerations  of 
their  necessity  to  the  public  safety.  The 
subsequent  conduct  of  James  doke  of  York, 
when  be  socceeded  to  the  throne,  folly  jus* 
trfied  all  the  precautionary  measures 
which  the  parliament  had  previously 
adopted,  and  at  the  same  time  displayed 
the  futility  of  his  attempts  to  obtain  that 
arbitrary  power  which  he  sought.  During « 
the  life  of  that  Prince  also,  after  his  ab« 
dication,  the  support  which  he  received  ^ 
from  the  Catholic  body  might  justify  the 
continuance  of  those  restrictions.  The 
same  might  perhaps  be  said  with  respect 
to  the  Pretender,  his  son,  or  supposed  son. 
But  for  a  long  long  time  this  family  had 
become  utterly  extinct,  and  no  possible 
reason  could  be  drawn  from  the  considera- 
tion that  operated  with  referc^nce  to  that 
family,  for  now  continuinr  the  disabilities 
of  the  Catholics.  With  what  justice,  then, 
or  with  what  view  of  policy  could  it  be 
contended  that  so  large  a  proportion  of 
his  Msjesty's  subjecu  should  be  excluded 
from  the  rights  and  privileges  enjoyed 
by  their  fellow  citizens  ?  Shut  out  from 
the  offices  of  state,  excluded  from  parlia- 
ment, denied  professional  advancement, 
and  refused  promotion  to  the  higher  ranks 
in  the  army  and  the  navy,  what  mnst  be 
the  conseqaence,  but  the  engendering  a  . 
mass  of  discontent,  which  must  neces- 
sanly^  divide  and  distract  the  .empire. 
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Tbe  parliainent  of  Irdiad  had  seen  tb« 
policy  and  the  neceisity  of  conciliating 
thi»  large  proportion  of  his  Majesty's 
i«bjecu»  ana  had"  wisely  passed  acts,  re- 
storingihe  great  mass  of  tbe  Catholic  po- 
palation  to  me  pale  of  tbe  constitution,  and 
allowing  tbem  the  rights  exercised  by 
their  fellow-citissens.  Ifhese  concessions, 
so  fir  froih  producing  any  CTil,  had  pro- 
daced  the  roost  beneficial  effects.  The 
lower  order  of  the  Catholics,  thus  restored 
to  their  ri^u,  had,  in  the  exercise  of 
their  electiTO  franchise,  gone  hand  in 
hand  with  their  Protestant  brethren,  and 
the  utmost  harmony  amongst  both  was 
the  resnlt,  withoat*the  slightest  tinge  of 
discord  arising  from  any  difference  of  re« 
ligion.  Still,  however,  notwithstanding 
this,  tbe  higher  orders  of  tbe  Catholics 
were  excluded  from  parliament,  and  from 
those  offices  and  that  adfancement  to 
which  they  had  an  equal  claim  with  their 
Protestant  brethren.  Could  any  reason 
BOW  exist  for  this  exclusion?  Was  it  to  be 
believed,  after  the  good  conduct  displayed 
by  the  lower  orders  of  the  Catholics,  that 
the  higher  orders  of  that  body,  afler  being, 
restored  to  their  rights  and  privileges, 
would  not  be  equally  disposed  to  act  with 
the  same  harmony  and  good  fellowship  as 
their  brethren  of  a  different  religion  ?  Tbe 
supposition  would  be  monstrous  and  ab* 
surd,  and  could  not  for  a  moment  be  up- 
held. He  could  not,  therefore,  discover 
any,  even  tbe  slightest  reason  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  those  disabilities  under  which 
the  Catholics  so  heavily  laboured,  and 
which  naturally  and  necessarily  tended  to 
produce  irritation  and  discontent.  The 
situation  of  the  Catholics,  then,  formed  a 
cogent  reason  for  taking  into  consideration 
the  state  of  afihirs  in  Ireland,  but  there 
were  also  other  reasons  which  pressed  in 
the  most  forcible  manner.  The  govern- 
ment of  Ireland  and  the  people  of  Ireland 
were  at  this  moment  actually  at  variance; 
By  the  people,  hedid  not  mean  the  popu- 
lace, but  persons  of  rank,  consideration, 
and  property.  With  these  persons,  with  the 
great  OEiass  of  property  in  Ireland,  tbe  go- 
vernment of  that  part  of  the  empire  was  ac- 
tually at  variance.  The  right  of  petitioning, 
the  sacred  right  of  the  people,  the  govern- 
ment bad  attempted  to  inipede  and  inter- 
'  ropt,  and  in  their  efforts  for  that  purpose  the 
government  had  failed.  They  had  brought 
a  case  before  a  jury,  and  notwithstanding 
the  manner,  not  very  decent,  in  which  the 
counsel  for  the  crown  had  challenfed  the 
Jurors,  a  J«iry  of  twelve  men  had  acquitted 


the  defendant  Was  not  this  direct  vari- 
ance between  the  government  and  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  one  of  the  strongest  posatble 
reasons  for  inquiring  into  the  situation  of 
affairs  in  that  part  of  the  empire }  Was  it 
not  of  the  greatest  importance  in  the  war 
in  which  we  were  engaged,  that  the  whole 
united  strength  of  the  empire  should  be 
put  forth,  and  that  all  rank^  and  classes  of 
his  Majesty *s  subjects  should  be  united  in 
one  common  bond  of  union  ?  But  how 
could  this  be  effected,  if  discontents  were 
suffered  to  exist,  and  their  causes  remain 
unremoved?  From  every  consideration, 
therefore,  of  policy  and  of  safety,  he 
thought  their  lordships  were  called  upon 
to  set  about  enquiring  into  the  causes  of 
those  discontents,  which  undoubtedly 
existed  to  an  alarming  extent  in  Ireland, 
with  the  view  of  allaying  and  removing 
them  by  timely  conciliation  and  conces- 
sion. The  noble  earl  concluded  by  moving, 
'*  That  the  House  do  resolve  iuelf  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  present  situation  of 
affiiirs  in  Ireland.'^ 

The  Duke  of  IkDmukire  said,  he  rose  to 
second  the  motion  with  considerable  diffi- 
dence, in  now  addressing  their  lordships 
for  the  first  time.  He  could  not  however 
justify  to  himself  the  neglect  of  an  oppor- 
tunity upon  so  important  an  occasion  of 
expressing  his  sentiments.  He  concurred 
in  all  that  had  been  urged  by  his  neblo 
friend,  and  he  trusted  that  all  their  lord- , 
ships  must  see  the  necessity  of  agreeing  lo 
the  proposed  inquiry— must  see  the  wis- 
dom and  the  policy  of  conciliating  the 
great  mass  of  the  population  of  Ireland. 
To  such  a  line  of  policy  he  was  a  warm^ 
friend,  thinking  it  the  only  means  of  ren* 
dering  the  empire  safe  and  secure,  by  the 
firm  and  sincere  union  of  all  classes  of  tbe 
poeple. 

The  Earl  of  Rasu  observed,  that  jthe 
noble  mover  had  spoken  of  discontents  of 
Ireland,  and  he  was  not  surprbed'that  the 
noble  earl  should  take  a  deep  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  that  part  of  the  empire,  not 
only  from  the  magnificent  propertv  ha 
possessed  there,  but  from  his  serious  desire 
for  the  welfare  of  the  country.  He  la- 
mented that  there  Were  discontents,  bot 
he  could  not  agree  with  the  noble  earl  in 
the  mpde  he  proposed  of  allaying  them* 
He  regretted  that  the  noble  earl  should 
have  brought  forward  the  charffo  of  taoi^ 
perioff  with  a  jury,  and  should  nave  men* 
tioned  the  name  of  a  highly  respectable 
iadifidnal.     Upon  what  £d  the  Jioble 
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earl  foand  that  charge  ?  merely  upon  re- 
port. If  any  charge  was  proved  against 
pertoiit  of  tamperinff  with  a  jury ,  be  wouhi 
looflt  heartily  join  in  the  censure  which 
such  persons  deserved ;  but  surely  it 
was  time  enough  "when  such  charge 
was  brought  forward,  founded  upon  re- 
gular docomentfi,  to  take  it  into  conside- 
ration. At  the  present  moment  a  report 
in  a  news-paper  formed  the  only  basis  of 
that  part  cf  the  noble  earl's  speech  which 
related  to  this  topic,  and  not  a  single 
docmnent  was  before  the  House,  from 
which  they  could  form  any  judgment  of 
the  nature  of  the  circumstances  ailed ffed  ? 
-—Was  any  noble  lord  assured  of  the  tact  ? 
Did  any  document  appear  on  their  lord- 
ships' table  ?  If  not,  how  feeble  was  the 
foundation,  how  weak  the  basis,  on  which 
the  present  motion  for  inquiry  rested; 
ibf,  he  would  ask,  did  it  become  the  dig- 
nity of  that  House  to  make  the  news- 
papers of  the  da^  a  ground  for  a  solemn 
proceeding?  If  facts  bad  really  happened 
as  was  stated,  there  were  laws  in  Ire- 
land to  vindicate  the  wrong;  but,  noble 
lords  should  not  suffer  their  minds  to  be 
prepossessed  on  such  a  subject.— The  se- 
cond ground  relied  upon,  was,  the  alarm- 
ing situation  of  that  country  •  The  ex  igen- 
cies,  it  appeared,  were  so  pressing,  the 
danger  so  immediate,  that  no  time  was  to 
be  lost^  His  own  view  of  the  circum- 
stances, he  must  say,  differed  very  widely 
from  those  of  the  noble  earl.  He  thought 
no  danger  was  to  be  apprehended  while 
the  Irish  government  was  firm,  and  while 
we  were  disposed  to  support  its  acts.  To 
him  it  appeared,  that  the  alleged  discon- 
tents were  the  strongest  argument  a^inst 
the  present  measure :  for  even  if  the 
House  were  disposed  to  do  all  that  was 
required  of  it,  the  measure  ought  to  spring 
spontaneously  from  its  own  bounty  and 
liberality,  and  not,  as  might  now  be  im- 
puted, from  fear.  The  Catholics,  indeed, 
bad  assumed  such  a  tone  of  determined 
hostility ;  they  had  treated  the  promulga* 
tions  of  government  with  such  contumely, 
that  any  concession  must  at  present  ap- 
pear, in  the  extremest  degree,  mean  and 
pusillanimous.  The  Catholics  would  then 
be  the  victors,  the  government  the  yan- 
quished  ;  and,  like  all  other  victors,  the 
Catholics  would  press  on  to  make  new 
deioaands,  and  entorce  new  claims.  He 
acreed  with  the  noble  earl,  that  the  cause 
of  ^he  present  discontent  was  the  being 
prevented  from  petitioning  in  the  manner 
desired*    If  the  government  had  attempt- 


ed td  stifle  petitioning,  then  their  lord>» 
ships  might  have  been  properly  called 
upon  to  interfere :  for  the  Catholics  had 
the  same  rigbt  as  all  the  rest  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's sobjecu  to  petition :  but  the  Irish 
government  had  not  attempted  to  impede 
the  Catholics  in  any  measure  where  they 
would  not  also  have  impeded  the  Pro- 
testants. The  claims  ot  the  Catholics 
could  be  but  equal,  not  superior,  privileges 
to  Ihe  Protestants,  who,  if  they  had  en- 
deavoured to  petitiim  by  convention,  must 
have  been  proceeded  against  in  a  precise- 
ly similar  manner.  He  would  for  a  mo- 
ment put  the  Convention  act  out  of  the 
question,  and  ask,  whether  the  people  of 
England  would  have  a  right  to  petition  by 
convention  as  attempted  in  Ireland?  The 
House  of  Commons  were  the  only  consti- 
tutional representatives  of  the  people: 
but  for  a  moment  he  would  suppose  the 
case  to  be  otherwise;  that  the  people 
should  elect  another  representative  body, 
—that  delegates  from  difierient  counties 
should  meet  in  the  metropolis,  and  for  the 
most  legitimate  object,—* the  redress  of 
grievances.  When  so  met,  what  could 
hinder  them  firom  agitating  every  subject 
connected  remotely  or  directly  with  their 
main  object  ?  Might  they  not  discuss  the 
whole  system  of  peace  and  war,  the  rais- 
ing of  taxes,  the  ability  to  pay  them,  the 
resources  for  recmiting  armies,  the  state  oH 
our  foreign  relations^'in  short,  the  whole 
internal  and  external  policy  of  the  king- 
dom ?  All  the  topics,  in  fiurt,  which  occu- 
pied the  attentioBofparllamentin^he  course 
of  a  whole  session,  might  be  deliberated 
in  such  a  conventional  assembly.  Wha|, 
however,  would  be  the  consequence  of' 
two  such  representative  bodies?  Surely 
this,  that  it  would  frequently,  occur  that 
one  representative  convention  would  issue 
opinions  directly  opposite  to  those  of  the 
other.  He  would  asx,  also,  if  such  a  coo* 
vention  had  a  right  to  sit  ibr  a  day  or  a 
week,  why  not  for  a  mcmth  or  a  year— or 
as  lonff  bs  parliament  should  sit,  or  as  long 
as  it  pleased  ?  If  however,  no  noble  lord 
could  shut  his  mind  to  the  dangers  of  such 
a  convention— if  all  must  agree  that  such 
a  representative  assembly  should  be 
crushed  in  its  very  commencement,  then 
the  Irish  government  should  not  be  repre- 
hended for  doing  what  the  English  govern- 
ment, in  a  case  exactly^analogons,  would 
be  reprehended  for  not  doing.  If  he  were 
asked  what  precedent,  what  law,  he  could 
adduce  in  support  of  his  opinions,  he 
would  answer,  the  immemorial  usage  of  our 
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•aceitors;  the  non-existence,  daribg  ally 
periocl  of  our  history,  ot'such  a  scheme  of 
>  representation,  (for  the  conrention  of  the 
Rerolntion  was  not  a  corresponding  case) ; 
and,  Ustly,  its  incompatibility  with  the 
patore  of  our  constitution.  The  law,  then, 
bad  dictated  to  the  Irish  government  the 
course  which  it  was  their  duty  to  pursue. 
An  act  of  parliament  had  dictated  the 
same  course— and  they  had  pursued  it. 
He  wished  the  noble  lords  to  recollect, 
that  when  the  proristons  of  that  sutute 
were  first  debated  in  that  House,  no  noble 
lord  had  objected  to  the  construction  of 
that  act,  but  to  tbe  method  of  promulgat* 
ing  it.  The  noble  lords  on  the  opposite 
side  had  recommended  the  method  by 
proclamation ;  the  Irish  government  had 
adopted  that  method  on  the  present  occa- 
sion ;  and  if  the  Irish  Catholics  had  eB« 
tertained  any  respect  for  the  two  Houses 
of  Parliament,  or  for  the  ordinances  of 
their  own  government,  they  would  have 
'  desisted  from  a  farther  prosecution  of  their 
plan.  On  the  contrary,  what  steps  had 
thej  taken?  The  Irish  government,  in 
e!cact  compliance  with  the  proposition  of 
noble  lords  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
had,  on  one  day,  issued  a  proclamation ; 
they  had  at  the  same  time  addressed  a 
communication  to  the  head  of  the  Catholic 
body  :  but  the  very  next  day  a  counter* 
proclamation  appeared  from  the  Catholics. 
Thus  they  set  themselves  in  direct  oppo- 
sition, in  evident  and  open  hostility,  to 
the  government ;  and  was  this  a  time  to 
•ubimt  to  their  pretensions  and  adopt  con* 
ctliatbry  measures  ?  The  government  were 
^bccused  of  exctttng  discontent  among  the 
Catb»Hct;  but  how  had  they,  done  so? 
By  enforcing  the  laws.  Surely,  not  to 
those  whaearorced,  but  to  those  who  broke 
the  laws,  should  be  imputed  the  blame  of 
exciting  discontent.  The  conduct  of  the 
d«ke  of  Richmond,  so  far  from  being  re- 
proachable,  appeared  to  him  to  deserve 
great  praise  for  its  conciliatory  spirit  and 
forbearance,  as  long  as  such  forbearance 
was  legally  possible*  For  to  what  excess 
might  not  the  principle  and  plan  of  the 
convention  have  been  carried  ?  How  had 
Amerioft  proceeded  when  it  wished  to  se» 
pnmte  itself  from  this  kingdom  ?  Was  it 
not  by  means  of  a  representative  assem- 
bly i  The  government,  it  appeared,  had 
exerted  itself  with  vigour  to  crush  a  dan- 
gerous convention.  Would  the  noble 
fords  desert  them  in  this  laudable  attempt  ? 
Would  they  not  rather-  second  them,  and 
confirm  their  acts  ?  All  that  wat  loyal  in 


Ireland  would  ^ok  to  parliament  for  that 
firm  assistance  which  it  was  wont  to  re« 
ceive  from  it.  Should  this  be  granted, 
then  all  the  dangers  with  which  we  were 
menaced  would  soon  pass  away.  The 
noble  lord  then  stated,  in  conclusion,  thai 
had  the  conduct  of  the  Irish  government 
been  weak  and  pusillanimous^  there  would 
have  been  cadse  of  fear ;  but  since,  on 
the  contrary,  it  had  been  bold  and  deter- 
minate, since  it  had  with  persevering  firn^ 
ness  upheld  the  laws  against  all  persons 
who  luid  infringed  them,  however  high 
their  rank,-— in  this  stale  of  things,  said  his 
lordship,  "  the  number  of  the  discontented 
may  be  great,  the  ranks  of  the  disluyal 
may  be  numerous,  but  Ireland  is  safe. 

The  Dake  of  Bedford  entertained  all  due 
deference  to'  the  opinions  just  delivered, 
but  the  chibf  impression  they,  had  left  upon 
his  mind  was,  that  the  noble  earl  had  not 
condescended  to  pay  attention  to  the  able 
and  comprehensive  speech  of  tlie  noble 
mover ;  and  scarcely  a  sentence  uttered 
had  been  in  answer  to  it.  The  noble  earl 
had  stated  a  most  extraordinary  hypo» 
thesis  with  regard  io  the  recent  conduct 
of  the  Caiholics,  which  could  scarcely  be 
seconded  by  any  person  who  had  remark- 
ed the  late  proceedings  of  that  body.  He 
had  also  passed  a  warm  eulogium  on  the  - 
character  of  a  noble  duke  with  whom  he 
was  connected  in  bonds  of  relationship 
and  friendship,  at  the  h«ad  of  the  Iiisb  go- 
vernment, and  for  whom  he  entertained 
unfeigned  esteem ;  but  in  contemplating 
a  question  of  the  importance  now  under 
discussion,  he  felt  it  necessary  to  separate 
his  private  from  his  public  conduct :  and 
although  the  noble  duke  might  have  been 
misled,  he  was  convinced  that  he  had 
never  acted  with  wilful  injustice.  In  the 
sister  kingdom  was  exemplified  this 
strange  anomaly,  that  while  the  majority 
of  the  people  over  whom  authority  was 
exercised  was  of  the  Roman  Catholic  per- 
suasion, the  government  itself  was  Pro- 
testant, and  while  four-fifths  of  the  popu«> 
lation  were  excluded  from  their  most 
important  privileges,  one  fifth  only  en- 
grossed every  office  of  honour  and  emo* 
lument  in  church  and  state.  The  applica* 
tions  to  parliament  on  this  subject  had 
been  numerous,  and  the  disappointments 
as  frequent,  arising  fi^m  various  causes^ 
but  chiefly  from  the  intolerant  spirit. ex^ 
btbited  by  the  British  government,  whicli 
if  now  overcome  would  contribute  mom 
than  any  other  measure  that  could  possi- 
bly be  devised  toxhe  tranquillity  and  proa* 
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perilyofIrel«iid.  What  had  been  the  con- 
d«ct  of  ntfiistcr^?  TboThad  heapod  upon 
Iho  soferihg  people  the  mssest  inBalta, 
which  fMre  returned  only  by  forbearance 
and  loyalty.     It  bad  been  said  daring  the 
debate  that  the  Catholio  inhabitanU  were 
not  only  dispoaed  to,  but  had  be^n  gniltv 
of  the  moat  disorderly  conduct.     Was  this 
a  correct  statement,  or»  rather,  was  not 
the  direct  conyerse  of  the  proposition  troe  ? 
Or,  sappoaing  that  the  assertion  were  well 
fi^ondeid,  was  it  a  matter  of  small  impor- 
tance to  conciliate  the  affections  and  pro- 
cnre  the  support  of  four  millions  of  people 
by  a  performance  of  what  was  in  reality 
mn  act  of  strict  justice  ?      It  might  be 
urged,  if  the  House  condescended  to  no* 
tice  so  humble  an  indiridual  as  himself,  that 
during  that  time  he  had  the  honour  of 
holding  the  reins  of  government  these 
claims  had  not  been  allowed.      It  was 
true,  and  many  cogent  reasons  might  be 
stated,  and  it  would  be  acknowledged  on 
"  all  sideiT,  that  the  late  administration  la- 
boured under  many  difficulties  in  this  re* 
spect  which  it  was  not  now  necessary  to 
detail.     While,  however,  he  resided  at 
Dublin  castle,  he  had  proposed  a  plan  of 
conciliation,  which  he  was  happy  to  find 
had  been  followed  by  his  successor,  with 
the  most  beneficial  results.    The  Protes- 
tants of  Ireland  had  considerably  impeded 
the  progress  of  emancipation :  he  did  not 
mean-  to  implicate  in  this  heavy  charge 
the  whole  of  the  establishment,  but  only 
that  part  which  arro^^d  to  itself  ex- 
clusively the  title  of  fhends  to  their  kingj 
their  country^  and  the  constitution,  who 
called  themselves  the  heads  and  leaden  of 
the  Protestant  party  in  that  island.  They, 
indeed,  claimed  these  distinctions;   biit 
from  experience  he  could  affirm,  that  in 
morality,  in  loyalty,  in  patriotism,  and  in 
fidelity,  the  Catholics  could  not  be  ex- 
ceeded.   The  only  distinction  was,  that 
the  one  was  basking  in  the  golden  sun- 
shine ef  favour  and  emolument,  while  the 
other   was   suflfering  under    eyery  civil 
and  political  deprivation— the  jargon  of 

Cy  mij^t  raise  the  one,  but  the  ac- 
wiedgroent  of  truth  would  exalt  the 
other,  and  silence  those  who  would  conn- 
tttiance  such  gross  and  Illiberal  absurdity. 
He  did  not  mean  to  trespass  on  the  pa- 
tience of  the  House,  by  conlidering  rur- 
tfaer  the  relative  situation  of  the  govern- 
ilient  and  the  people,  as  the  subject  would 
be  much  more  properly  diacusMd  in  the 
Committee  (Proposed  by  his  noble  friend ; 
but  he  begged  leave  to  ask  one  question  of 
(VOL.XKI.) 
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the  noUe  lords  opposite,  namely.  Whether 
the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  Catholics 
now  were  either  trifling  or  momentary  ? 
Did  the  experience  of  many  successive 
years,  during  which  this  feeling  had  been 
maintained,  prove  that  it  was  so  ?  If  it 
were  not,  why  did  not  government  hold 
out  to  them  the  hand  of  friendship  and 
peace,  when  all  hearts  would  be  engaged 
m  defence  of  every  thing  which  the  sub- 
jects of  the  crown  of  England  held  dear, 
at  a  time  when  the  exertions  of  a  daring 
and  iniBidions  foe  rendered  it  more  than 
eyer  necessary  that  we  should  all  be  united 
in  one  common  Cause  for  one  common  in- 
terest. He  would  not  thus  strongly  hav^ 
impressed  upon  the  Hoqse  the  necessity 
of  adopting  the  motion,  were  he  not  con- 
vinced that  the  future  happiness,  almost 
the  very  existence  of  Ireland  as  an  in- 
tegral part  of  the  British  empire,  depend- 
ed upon  the  decision  of  this  momentous 
question. 

Hie  Earl  of  Aberdeen  took  a  survey  of 
the  general  state  of  Ireland,  in  order  to 
examine  what  it  was  which  could  so  ur- 
gently call  for  an  enquiry  into  the  condi- 
tion of  that  country  at  the  present  mo- 
ment.   Wharmost  rorcibly  struck  him  in 
considering  the  state  of  Ireland,  was  the 
tone  and  attitude  which  the  .body  of  the 
Ronan  CathoKcs  had  assumed  iii  the  pre- 
paration and  furtherance,  as  they  called 
it,  of  their  petition  to  parliaibent.    Was 
the  present  the  proper  momept  fbr  press- 
ing forward  their  claims  ?  Was  their  Pe- 
tition ready  to  be  laid  now  before  the 
House  ?  Was  it  in  the  manner  in  whlcK 
that  petition  was  prepared,  or  tbh  circum* 
stances  that  attended  and  marked  their 
meetings,  that  parliament  was  to  discover 
and  hail  that  moderation,  that  forbear^ 
ance,  that  respect  for  the  laws,  that  ve- 
neration for  the  conatitution,  which  had 
so   much    and    so  frequently  been  the 
theme  of  panegyric  and  applause  with 
their  advocates?   What  was  the  real  ob- 
ject of  the  motion  which  the  noble  earl 
h'spd  that  night  submitted  to  their  lord* 
ships'  consideration  }  Were  not  the  noble 
mover  and  those  who  supported  him  anx- 
ious rather  to  extend  the  ii{aoiry  into  the 
whole  conduct  of  hhi  Mioesty^8|pOyemmenl 
-*-to  canvass  and  criticise  their  proceed- 
ings under  all  the  aspects  of  that  conduct  ? 
This  he  believed  was  the  true  motive  and 
object  of  the  present  motion.    Bet  he  had 
attentively  watched  the  pfoceedkip  of 
the  goyernment  in  Irelmd;  indeed,  the 
genmd  measures  of  his  Mi^esly'sgoyani* 
(2E) 
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'q>f  nt  b^h  tki^^  and  •i  bom* ;   iod  bit 
bumble  opinion  was,  tbat  tbat  condud 
not  only  wai  not  deser? iqg  of  blame*  but 
was  highly  entitled  to  commendation.    It 
would  be  impertinent  in  him  to  detain 
their  lordships  with  a  detail  of  all  that  had 
r? ceptly  pamd  in  Ireland.    All  he  would 
BOW  take  upon  himself  to  lay  wai^  that  in 
all  their  late  proceedings^  the  conduct  of 
the  Iriih  Catholicf,  notwithstanding  their 
own^and  the  claims  of  their  adrocates  to 
the  praife  of  moderation  and  forbearance, 
bad  erery  thing  in  it  that  bespoke  the 
Tery  rererse*  and  appeared  to  him,  upon 
Uie  whole,  to  be  highly  reprehensible. 
They  seemed  wholly  to  forget  the  many 
successful  endeavours  that  kSi  been  maife 
to  improve  and  meliorate  their  conditions; 
endeavours  which  the  liberality  of  their 
own  parliament,  and  of  their  Protestant 
fellow    subjects,  had  carried  as  far  as 
Mspect  for  the  constitution,  and  a  due 
regard    to    its    security,   would    admit. 
Much  had  been  said  about  the  rights 
of  mankind— about   the   ri^ts   of  the 
Irish  Catholics  to  the  privileges  and  im- 
munities which  they  claim^.     Would 
the  noble  lords  who  started  this  question 
of  right,  contend  that  the  Irish  Catholics 
could  claim  thoie  privileges  and  exempt 
tions  as  matter  of  right?  Would  they 
assert  that  t)^e  question  of  right  properly 
belonged  to  the  situation  of  uie  Irish  Ca- 
tholics :  If  they  did,  then  nmst  they  be 
also  prepared  to  assert  that  it  did  not  be- 
long to  their  lordship^  House  ;  that  neither 
Ibis  nor  the  other  House  of  parliament, 
Qor  both  together,  had  the  right  to  impose' 
restrictioas  on  any  class  of  men,  cTen 
were  those  restrictions  deemed  necesoury 
for  the  security  of  persomand  property, 
and  for  the  general  good  and  welfare  of 
the  community  at  large.-«He  should  not 
enter  into  any  minute  discussion  of  Uie 
tendency  and  nature  of  religious  opinions 
verely  in  their  speculative  form.    Ub 
wished  to  consider  them  only  as  they 
»iight  shew  themselves  practically,  and 
bow  far  that  practice  was  or  was  not  ini- 
mical to  government     Under  this  point 
of  view,  ho  would  consider  the  claims  of 
the  Catholics ;  and  ask  what  had  been-te- 
fcsed  to  them,  or,  rather,  what  had  not 
been  granted  to  them  within  tbe  space  nf 
a  very  lew  years?   And,  after  all  these 
concessions,  of  what  did  they  now  com^ 
plaiiH  and  what  did  they  further  require? 
Their  complaint,*  it  r  seemed,  was  now  re« 
dueed'tfttbis^  thatthey 'were  still  prednded 
ftomboldtng  f«tiaa  offices  in  the  itate. 


On  thl«  point  tbey  wece  at  issue  witb  par* 
liament,  and  would  their  advooatea  eon- 
teno  that  as  a  matter  of  right  they  could 
claim  an  admissibility  to  those  high  offices* 
This  was  the  real  state  of  the  question.    If 
that  doctrine  was  set  up,  he  fmr  one  would 
not  hesitate  to  declare  that  it  was  not 
tenable;    He  wai  ai  solicitous  as  any  nobln 
lord  could  be  for  the  better  improvemeni 
of  the  condition  of  Ireland,    But  would 
the  granting  of  the  present  claims  of  the 
Catholics  contribute  in  t*he  least  to  thsft 
improvement?   He  thought  not:  neither 
could  he  see  the  danger  of  withholding 
such  a  grant    At  a  distance,  some  appear- 
ances  would   indicate   dangers.     Thoie 
dangers,  however,  diminished  as  we  ap* 
preached  them,  and  vanished  altogether 
upon  a  nearer  view. — The  noble  lora  then 
proceeded  to  vindicate  the  late  conduct 
of  the  Irish  government,  and  to  shew  tbat 
the  spirit  which  animated  that  conduct 
was  in  no  respect  hostile  to  the  right  of 
petitioning,  or  to  any  other  ri^ht  to  whicb 
the  Catholics  had  a  fair  claim?  Where,  then^ 
were  the  grounds  of  the  invectives  which 
tbe  noble  duke  (lad  heaped  upon  the  con* 
duct  0^  that   government   towacds   the 
Boman  Catholics?    What  prejudice   or 
severity  bad  been  manifested  with  respect 
to  them  ?  Were  not  the  persons  of  the 
Koman  Catholics  held  as  sacred,  and  was 
not  their  property  kept  as  secure  as  thoee 
of  their  Protestant  fellow  sul^ects  ?   Let 
the  noble  duke  adduce  one  instance  of 
femnt  partiality  towardithe  Protestanta^ 
and  of  prejudice  and  severity  against  the 
Catholics,  end  he. would  then  aclniowledge 
there  weresmne  grounds  for  enquiry.  I^t 
it  even  be  shown  that  the  operation  of  the 
Convention  Act  would  be  less  iiyurloos  to 
the  Protestants  than  to  the  Catholics,  if  the 
former  should  act  in  violation  of  that  law. 
If  the  Protestants,  under  the  pretence  of 
petitioning  the  King  or  parliament,  or  any 
other  pretence  whatsoever,shouUI  dekgale 
and  assemble  500  persons  of  Ae  firik 
respectability  and  weight  among  them ;  if 
that  assembly  were  to  meetand  deliberate, 
and  thus  form  a  representative  body,  in- 
dependent of  the  Ugislatore,  would  ^ 
govennnent  be  justi&d  in  allowing  such 
proceedings  to  go  on  vrithout  interruption  ? 
Was  not  such*  however,  the  recent  conp 
duct  oi  the  Iri^  CiAbolics ;  and  was  their 
conduct,  contrary  as  it  was  to  hmr,  and 
pregnant  as  it  might  have  proved  with 
the  most  dangerous  consequences  to  the 
state,  to  be  allowed  to  pass  unnoticed  and 
uneheobed?  That  indeed  vronid  he  an  in* 
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ntnce  of  Mind  tad  extrMMrdinary  par* 
t^aKiy  and  faToar  towarda  the  Komail 
CatboKea. — ^The  noble  earl  next  entered 
inte  a  TtHdioatiQtt  of  die  late  jodieial  pro- 
ceedings in  Jrekad/and  contended  that  it 
wae  the  inditpeaeable  duty  6f  the  ootttts 
to  proceed  as  they  bad  done.  It  wat  not 
aarely  to  be  allowed^  that  pictures  of  se^ 
ditioB  were  every  day  to  be  ^zbtbited 
Irith  impunity,  withoot  any  interference 
•B  tbe  part  of  any  of  the  eooititttted  ao- 
Unities  of  tbe  conntry;  that  would  ctn- 
^nistkMiabfy  ael  be  m  sorest  mouis  of 
ifliproYiiig  the  condttioa  of  Ireland.  l<lo ! 
the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  anited 
kingdom  .would  only  be  promoted  by 
mntnal  saerificesi  by  reciprocal  IbrbMr- 
nnce^  and  by  the  harmoliy  of  the  cxertlott 
and  encrgiaa  of  both/  aa  cordiidly  cSMipe- 
rating  against  the  machinations  attd  the 
violence  of  the  common  enemy.  Th^ 
qoaslioii  was  a  qoestion  of  expediettoy, 
and  sndi  being  tlw  impreision  of  his  mhira 
be  mast  vote  against  the  motion. 

The  Marquis  of  D&wia^ft  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  melming  and 
operation  of  tbe  Act  of  Union,  as  far  aai  it 
had  hitherto  inflnoiced  the  prosperity  of 
Ireland,  becaose  he  thouaht  it  connected 
▼ery  cksely  and  materialTy  wkh  the  <ioes<> 
iion  in-  debate.  If  hideed^  it  should  b^ 
found  that  his  nattTe  country  had  been  con- 
mderably  benefited  by  this  measare,  and 
had  reape^l  any  of  those  advantages  which 
had  been  held  out  to  her  eleren  yoars  ago, 
afae  BU([ht  certainly  beari  with  the  great- 
est patieoce  and  ft>rtitud^,  any  deiprira- 
tiona  whkh  she  bad  experienced^  and 
which  he  had  severely  fell  and  deeply  re- 
gretled«  That  aHy  advantages  had  re- 
sulted to  her,  from  the  compact,  was  cer>> 
tsnily  not  the  case  of  Ireland,  and  much 
leas  <^  the  CatbaHcs:  what  she  had  loO, 
br  tbe  Union  was  registercfd  in  the  mind 
«f  every  Irbhman ;  what  she  had  gained 
was  a  matter  of  much  more  difficult  cal- 
eoladOB/if  not  of  toere  conjtecture.  She 
had. been  deprived  of  her  legislature,  of 
lier  metroaoNSf'and  even  of  her  name  as  a 
natioa :  the  commonwealth  had  beeik  re- 
Aaced  to  a  dispirited  population;  above 
aM,  she  had  been  most  deeply  wounded 
by  beina  depnv«ed  of  the  domestic  resi« 
MMaofthe  greater  part  of  her  nobility 
and  gaitry>  which  haa  tended,  more  than 
any  other,  to  keep  the  remaining  popula- 
tkm  %i«orant  ana  debased.  The  happy 
-fruits  diat  had  been  reaped,  he  must  leave 
to  die  determinsttioa  of  noble  h>rda  on 
iba  otber  aide  of  tbaHonse,  who  were  better 
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able  to  judges  having  most  tasted  them  ; 
bat  Irebmd  was  now  lef%  bariren  and  un- 
profitable. It  was  asserted  by  some,  and 
denied  by  others,  that  at  the  time  of  the 
Union,  an  assurance  (equal  in  all  honour** 
able  itftiadt  to  a  solemn  treaty)  was  giveti 
to  tbe  Irish  Catholics  that  they  should  be 
relieved  fhim  the  hardships  and  difficulties 
under  which  they  laboured.  Such  was  the 
statement.  Whether  the  Catholics  oughi 
to  have  paid  so  high  fi  price  for  thisexpect^ 
ation*  might  be  reasonably  dispm^d;  but 
of  this  htt  lordship  wat  sure,  that  witbooi 
this  expectation  the  Union  wduld  tievet- 
have  been  efi^cted.  Tbe  very  essence  6f 
union  was  reciprocation  of  interest  ana 
participation  In  civil  rights,"  and  Where 
thesfe  ob|fects  were  not  accomplished,  bat 
tbeprot)>etity  of  the  one  depended  on  the 
porertv  of  the  other,  tiothitig  but*  aliena- 
tion of  feeliiig  and  discord  of  sentimeni 
could  ensue.  It  was  for  parliament  to  de- 
termine whether  it  was  more  advantageout 
that  both  should  prosper,  or  one  only  be 
successfbl  and  happy.  The  conclusion  that 
the  contemplation  of  this  injurious  com- 
pact led  to,  could  not  be  denied,  namely, 
that  there  may  still  be  a  nominal  union, 
but  that  the  separation  of  iieart  and  mind 
would  be  real  and^permatfent. 

The  Earl  of  Hardmkkk  suted  himself 
to  be  satisfied  as  to  the  necetsity  of  ad 
inquiry  into  th6  policy  of  the  measured 
which  had  been  adopted  with  respect  to  the 
Catholics.  He  said,  that  similar  proceed- 
ings to  those  which  had  recently  aroused 
the  suspicions  of  government,  had  taken 
place  in  Ireland  during  his  administration 
in  1 805,  and  that  so  far  was  he  or  any  of 
the  persons  connected  with  him  in  the  go- 
vernment, from  being  apprehensive  of 
any  ill  consequences  from  them,  that  they 
had  received  e? ery  countenance  and  sup^  , 
port.  Whatever  might  be  now  thought 
on  the  subject,  it  was  th^  his  opinion;  and 
he  had  thereby  governed  his  condubt,  that 
the  application  of  the  Catholics  to  the  le- 
gislature would>  in  all  probability,  receive 
more  attention  and  respect,  when  it  wat 
known  that  it  had  been  forwarded  by  si 
numerous  and  respectaiyle  assembly  of 
country  gAittemen,  and  other  individuals, 
whose  rank  or  wealth  entitled  them  to 
consideration  ;  and  he  recollected  that  it 
Was  in  contemplation  at  the  time  to 
send  a  deputation  to  London,  with  ttie  pe- 
tition, composed  of  such  persons,  ^  i, 
farmer  means  of  imparling  to  it  ttiat 
dignity  which  it  seehied  to  be  now  thought 
it^otfd  not  receive  firom^atiy  thit^cf  the 
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kind.  With  respect  to  the  genei:^!  quMtioo, 
oat  of  which  that  before  their  lord9hipt 
bad  grown ;    he  meaut  that  of  Catholic 
Emanjpipation ;  he  would  not  now  trouble 
iheir  lordships  by  entering  oo  it  at  large* 
f>ut  he  wished  to  draw  their  attention  to  a 
single  point.    He  wished  them  to  cast  a 
retrospectiye  glance  on  the  penal  laws. 
Be  would  not  require  them  to  trace  their 
history  from  any  very  distant  period ;  their 
relaxation  was  that  on  which  he  was  now 
about  to  obser? e.    This  commt^ced  in  the 
year  1778*    In  the  year  1792,  the  conces- 
sions then  madie  were  followed  up  by  others 
of  a  rery  important  natgre*  and  in  1703  the 
Catholics  obtained,  with  several  other  pri- 
vileges, the  elecUve  franchise.    He  would 
now  state,  that  at  no  period,  to  which  he 
had  adverted,  was  there  any  hesitation  or 
reluctance,  manifested  by  the  government. 
On  the  contrary,  they  had  manifested  a  de- 
sire to  go  greater  lengths  than  they  did  ac- 
tually go,  and  were  only  prevented  by  the 
apprehension,  that  they  might  outstrip 
the  feelings  of  the  Irish  legislature ;  and 
thus,  in  an  endeavour  to  obtain    f»r  the 
Catholics  a  greater  benefit,  frustrate  their 
hopes  even  of  the  lesser.    At  to  his  own 
opmion,  with   respect  to  the   remaining 
disabilities   affecting    the   Catholics,    ho 
could  not  conceive  that  aqy  penal  laws 
should  be  continued  in  force,  when  the 
cause  or  their  enactment   no   longer  sub- 
sisted.     The  cause  which  had  produced 
the  enactment  of  those  in  question,  did  no 
longer  subsist ;  and  that  being  the  case, 
the  sooner  they  were  sot  rid  of  the  better. 
Viscount  Sidmouth  declared  that  he  felt 
himself  little  able  to  do  justice  to  the  sub- 
ject now  before  the    House,  which  he 
'  agreed  with  the  noble  earl  with  whom  the 
motion  had  originated,  in  thinking,  was 
one  of  considerable  im  por  tance^     He  could 
not  a^ee  with  the  noble  earl,  however,  in 
the  view  he  had  taken  of  the  matter,  but 
rather  concurred  in  the  very  diSerent  view 
of  it  so  ably  sUted  by  the  noble  earl  on  the 
other  side,  both  as  to  the  state 'of  Ireland, 
and' the  causes  to  which  that  state  was  to 
be  attributed.    The  noble  earl  who  had 
made  the  motion,  argued  the  case  as  a 
matter  of  right,  and  at  the  iamo  time 
seemed  to  contend  for  it  as  being  a  right 
which  pertained  pot  to  th^  great  body  of 
the  people,  but  as  one  which  belonged 
only  to  the  men  of  rank,  wealth,  consi* 
deration,  and  consequence,  who,  as  .such, 
were  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  exisljng, 
or  which  ought  to  exist,  in  a  free  country. 
The  ar^UmenU  of  the  noble  lord  in  the 


green  ribbon,  faoworer,  bad  sncceeded,  be 
had  no  doabt,  with  the  House,  as  they 
unquestionably  had  done  with   him,   in 
shewing  that  the  reasoning  of,  the  noble 
earl  who  had  brought  forward  the  motion, 
was  untenable.    The  question  had  been 
treated  by  the  noble  lord  in  the  green  rib^ 
bon,  and  by  other  noble  lords,  as  one  of 
expediency,    llie  noble  earl  who  origi* 
nated  the  motion,  and  those  who  amed 
with  him,  treated  the  sui:yect  as  involving 
a  question  ofrigl^t  which,  had  been  with* 
held  from  the  higher  orderl,  while  every' 
thing  that  wasneceesary  for  them  had  been 
granted  to  the  lower  ranks  of  the  people. 
In  this  he  could  not  agree.     He  contended 
that  where  there  was  any  thing  which 
existed  as  a  matter  of  right,  it  must  be 
common  to  all.    It  was  a  narrow  view  of  a 
subject  to  suppose  that  where  a  thing  was 
demanded  as  a  right,  the  higher  orders 
only  were  to  be  benefited  by.  it    It  was  of 
the  essence  of  a  free  constitution,  that  a 
man,  however  low,  may  rise  to  the  higheot 
situation  in  the  state :  and  this  brought  his 
lordship  to  consider  from  whence  arose 
the  unhappy  state  of  Ireland,  which  all 
must  agree  in  deploring.    He  might  be 
told  that  it  arose  from  a  vicious  system 
which  prevailed  throughout    For  his  owa 
part,  he  was  convinced  it  arose  from  the 
repeal  of  the  penal  lavs,  and  from  giving  to 
the  Roman  Catholics,  privileges  which  tali 
of  late  years,  they  had  not  enjoyed,  while 
at  the  same  time,  some  farther  privileges 
which   they    wished,    but    which    were 
with-held,  lest  the  granting  them  mi|^t  be 
attended  with  danger  to  the   country  in 
ffeneral,  were  de;nied  them.    Though  he 
deplored  extremely  that  penal  laws  should 
ever  have  been  esteemed  necesary  to  have 
been  imposed  ;   and  also  •  lamented   the 
height  to  which  atone  time  they  had  beea 
carried,  still  he  was  satined  that  there  was 
a  policy  or  rather  a   necesity  for  those 
penal  statutes  fit  the  time  .they  were  im- 
posed. .  At  the  time  the  penal  code  was 
imposed,  the  ProtestaQU  were  smarting 
under  a  severe  rod,  from  the  abfise  of 
power  by  a  Roman  Catholic  parUainent 
The  Roman  Catholics  had  then  attaiiiled 
3,000  ProtestaqU,  seising  and  confiscating 
their  property — and  had  repealed  the  act 
of  Henry  8,  by  which  Irelluid  was  annex* 
ed  to  Great  Britain.    The  ProtestanU  did 
from  that  time  exercise  a  vigour  which  did 
not  belong  to  them  from  their  numbers, 
but  which  it  w^  necessary  for  them  to  re- 
sort to  for  their  own  sa£sty.  .  When  noble 
lords  looked  iDt9  the  atatute  book,  ami  saw 
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tlie  allenitloiis  and  amclionilfoiis  in  the 
coaditioB  of  the  Romtti  Catholics  which 
had  taken  plaee  in  the  coarse  of  the  pre- 
sent reign,  he  was  satisfied  they  wonM 
agfee,  that  never  was  there  a  time  in  which 
ao  many  changes  of  a  ftivonrable  natore, 
had,  within  the  same  period,  been  made 
in  the  sitnalion  of  any  class  of  men,  in  any 
conntry,  as  had  during  the  present  reign, 
been  made  in  behs^f  of  the  Catholics  of 
frelaiiuL  If  he  were  to  refer  to  the  statute 
beok,  and  to  slate  what  the  law  had  been, 
and  what  it  now  was,  noble  lords,  he  was 
convinced,  would  agree  wttl^  him  in  bear- 
ing testimonv  to  t^  peculiar  benignity 
witb  which  this  pwtjcular  class  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  had  been  treated.  The  in«* 
creased  wealth  and  population  of  Ireland 
were  the  best  comments  on  the  effects  re* 
suiting  from  this  beni^ity.  It  was  said 
that  tbe  '  evil  a  man  did  lived  after  him.' 
This,  his  lordship  was  of  opinion/  was  here 
illustnled,  and  that  tbe  efibcU  of  those 
penal  laws  still  remaittedi  and  were  felt  in 
Ireland  in  no  inconsida^ble  degree,  not- 
withstanding they  were  now  repealed.  His 
lordsjiip  denied,  however,  that  it  was  by 
conferring  privileges  on  the  higher  orders 
that  the  situation  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
peoole  could  be  amdieiated.  The  hiffber 
ranKs  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland 
bad  no  claims,  either  as  a  matter  of  ri^bt, 
or  as  a  matter  of  sound  policy,  to  pnvi- 
leges  which  did  not  equally  belong  to  the 
great  mau  of  the  people,  who  were  not  at 
sul  interested,  nor  seemed  to  be  in  the  con* 
4emplation:of  the  noble  earl,  while  he  set 
np  the  riffbt  of  tbe  higher  ranks  to  the  pri« 
vileges  Mrliich  it  was  uie  object  of  h»  pre- 
sent motion  to  obtain  for  them.  His  lord- 
ship had  not  of  late  'attended  with  any 
spreat  minuteness  to  what  was  going  on  in 
Ireland;  but  from  all  that  he  could  learn, 
there  did  not  seem  to  be  any  ground  for 
imputing  blame  to  the  government  of  that 
country  •  The  noble  di^  who  was  at  the 
head  of  afl&irs  in  that  country,  he  knew 
well,  and  this  be  could  say,  that  a  more 
manly,  honourable,  or  generous  person, 
did  not  exist,  nor  was  it  in  his  nature  to 
act  with  unnecessary  severity  towards  an v 
individual,  lir  less  towards  the  great  bulk 
of  the  papulation  of  a  country  over  which 
he  was  placed  as  the  bead.  Why  thei^ 
he  askisd,  diould  the  House  go  into  a  Com- 
.mhtee  }  -  He  recollected  that  previous  to 
the  Union,  there  were  ^notions  made  for 
going  into  an  enquiry  into  the  elate  of 
Ireland,  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Heose.  Nol^  lords  were  thai  toldi  that 
a 


those  measures  woiM  be  improper,  as  the 
ei&ct  would  be  to  raise  expeiBtationswhich 
would  not  be  realised.  In  diis  way  had 
things  gone  on  for  eleven  y%U9,  year  after 
vear,  snd  in  the  year  1806,  wfaien  noble 
lords,  who  had  always  been  friendlv  to 
such  inquiry,  were  in  office,  they  did  not 
absolutely  reftise  still  to  simport  the  mea- 
sure, but  they  recommended  to  the  per* 
sons  then  petitioning  for  a  redress  of  grie- 
vsnces,  not  to  press  the  matter  at  that  mo-' 
ment,  but  by  their  forbearance  to  evince 
their  wisdom  aqd  patriotism.  If  this  waa 
so  in  1 806,  7,  8,  9,  and  10,  what  was  there 
that  altered  the  case  in  1811,  or  1812? 
If  noble  lords  chose,  he  should  go  back  to 
1 801,  and  1 802,  when  it  had  been  neces- 
sary for  him  Hold  Sidmouth)  to  enforce 
martial  law.  No  motion  for  inquiry  was 
then  thought  necessary.  Such  meets  had 
been  produced  by  the  conciliatory  mea- 
sures adopted  from  time  to  time  for  amend* 
ing  the  sitoatbnof  tbe  Irish  Catholics, 
that  if  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  tbecoun- 
try  was  not  then  thought  necessary,  be 
could  not  conceive  that  there  was.  ground 
for  supposing  it  necessary  now.  There 
seemed  at  the  present  moment  to  be  a  sen- 
sation in  that  countrv»  though  net  to  the 
same  degree^  yet  not  altogeth^  unlike  that 
which  unhappily  prevailed  at  the.  time  to 
which  he  had  alluded.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  the  noble  lords  opposite  would 
not  now  by  their  example,  tell  the  people 
of  Ireland  that  they  ought  to  lose  sight,  at 
the  present  moment,  ot  that  forbearance, 
wisdom,  and  patriotism,  nhich  in  1806 
they  had  so  much  prabed.  He  denied 
that  there  was,  either  at  the  time  when 
Mr.  Pitt  thought  it  unseasonable  to  press 
the  inquiry,  or  at  the  period  to  which  he 
had  alreadv  alluded,  any  obstacle  which 
did  not  exist  in  fuH  force  at  the  present 
moment.  What  was  that  obstacle,  but  the 
feelings  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  } 
Would  noble  lords  pretend  to  say  that  this 
obstacle  was  now  removed— 4hat  it  had 
ceased  to  exist?  If  they  thought  so,  they 
miserably  deceived  themselves*  Tbe  riffht 
hon.  gentleman  to  whom  he  before  alluded 
(Mr.  Pitt),  who  felt  as  strongly  in  support 
of  the  Catholic  Claims  as  any  man  could 
do,  had  declared  the  Veto  to  be  one  of  the 
securiti^  which,  in  the  event  of  these 
claims  being  conceded  to  them,  it  was  his 
injiention  to  take  in  return.  The  House, 
however,  was  now  called  on  to  go  into  a 
Committer  on  this  measure,,  one  of •  the 
most  important  the  House  ever  had  under 
its  coiiaideratkm>  without  bding  tpldwhe*- 
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tfaer-thia  oWtade  did  or  did  not  cxbtal 
Ibe  pfqpmt  moment.  It  wm  stated  oa  a 
l^riner  occasiQn,  that  if  this  Veto  was  not 
ooiic«ded  by  ^e  Romui  Calholic  Clergy, 
the  iDoiion  roc  an  inquiry  could  not  be  en« 
Hirtaiaed.  Tbey  were  now  oidled  on, 
kawef  er>  to  go  into  a  CemiAitteei  witboat 
iMiing  informed  wliether  that  condilieh 
was  or  was- not  aow  lo  be  insisted  on^  or 
if  the  Catholics  were  more  prepared  to 
give  way  hi  this  point,  and  to  make  the 
eoacession  raqnired.  He  was  not  oile  of 
^oBo  who  were  of  opinidn  that  this  Veto 
wonld  have  the  efiect  of  separating  the 
Hierarch  of  the  Catholic  Religion  from 
Ibe  Roman  Catholic  Clerffy  of  Ireland.  It 
only  went  to  give  to  his  Majeity  a  sort  of 
co-ordinate  anthori^  in  the  appoinimeat 
•f  the  Irith  Catholic  clergy,  alotfg  with 
tiie  person  who  was  the  bead  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion,  with  the  view  of  so  fiM^ 
protectmg  tlw  Protestants.  This  Veto, 
•rsn  if  coBCfded,  did  not  appwr  to  hit  lord* 
ship  to  do  more  than  «imply  to  meet  part  of 
the  objection^  by  ^  means  to  remove 
what  he  esteemed  the  insaperable  d>jeclion^ 
Tlnre  was  net,  he  contended,  a  single  par* 
licaiar,  in  respect  to  personal  property,  or 
otherwise,  in  which  a  Roman  Catholic  was 
Hot  equally  protected  with  a  Protestma. 
Li  expTMiing  his  opinioB  as  to  the  Ro» 
man  Cathehcs,  his  lordship  was  far  from 
being  actuated  by  any  desire  to  derogate 
from  their  lojralty  to  the  king,  or  regard  to 
the  coBstitution.  If  he  belieted  they 
were  deficient  in  either  4)f  these  ruspei^ 
bo  would  boldly  state  his  opinion.  He 
was  satisfied,  however,  that  there  were 
tenets  in  their  religion  vitally  inconeist^t 
with  the  constitution  of  these  kiagdoms^>^ 
The  question  which  the  House  was  new 
called  on  to  decide,  was  simply  this :  after 
the  inquiry  now  deaianded  hM  been  five 
several  tines  refused,  omcht  the  House,  at 
the  present  moment,  without  any  petitioD 
from  the  Cathofics,  vohmtarily  to  take  that 
step  which  they  had  refused  at  the  time 
when  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Irelmd 
came  before  them  in  the  language  of  peti* 
tioaB  He  speed  with  those  persom^  whNi 
said,  that  if  parliaaMnt  did. grant  the 
Catholic  claiBos,  they  ought  to  do  so 
because  they  were  conviac«d  that  it  was 
a  measure  of  polirv  and  of  justice^not  one 
whioh  they  conoeded  from  fear.  He  op* 
posed  the'  present  motion^  becanaa  ha  dM 
not  think  it  wise  or  poKtic  in  the  Hoose, 
to  endaaner  the  civil  and  ecckstastioal 
rights  of  Uys  Protestant  inhabitants  of  this 
^omUj,  by  coBOidi^  to  tha  Rcmmhi  Ca- 


thblies  of  Ireland  privileges  which  wem; 
itteobsistent  with  (he  rights  of  which  the 
Protestants  ware  now  in  possession,  and  to 
iferhich  the  Roman  Catholics  had  no,  just 
claim.  He  asked,  was  not  this  a  raligtona 
questioii  ?  Was  not  the  Hoose  cidled  oa 
to  protect  the  true  religioo,  established  by- 
law in  this  country  }  And  most  they  not 
greatly  detract  from  that  estimatioii  ia 
which  it  was  essential  that  it  should  be 
held,  by  allowing  it  to  be  supposed  that 
they  so  frur  countenanced  mass,  as  to  ant 
It  mi  a  level  with  the  esUbUshed  riHgtoii 
of  the  country^-aHowing  it  to  be  regarded 
as  a  BMttter  of  indifierence  whether  persons 
went  to  the  charch,  to  mass,  or  to  the 
syni^ogue.  He  hoped  the  Hoose  #a(iM 
stop  short  of  this.  If  tbey  did  Bot»  thay 
might  hsTe  an  established  church,  btit 
they  would  have  an  indifierentand  divided- 
beople;'  and  if  so,  they  would  not  long 
have  an  established  diurch.  Union,  ha 
contended,  was  of  the  essence  of  our  reH^ 

S'on.  On  the  protection  of  our  chardk 
I  was  satisfied,  in  a  gre^  measilre,  do* 
pended  the  vrelfare  of  the  state.  Tha 
mbre  the  one  was  eneroadted  on,  tb?  lem 
dependMdCe  could  be  placed  on  the  solt* 
dtty  of  the  other.  He  must  therefore 
oppose  the  motion  of  the  noble  carl  far 
the  House  going  into  a  Committee. 

Lord  Somen  saki,  the  present  questiatt 
ooght  to  be  considaied  on  the  broad 
ground  of  justice  and  policy.  The  Ca* 
Uiolies  had  reason  to  aspect,  that  after  the 
Union  they  would  obtain  the  privileges 
which  were  so  long  disputed ;  if  it  wai 
not  for  that  oonviotion,  he  understood  that 
thoT  would  not  have  aiven  their  support 
to  the  measure;  and  if  this  was  the  eaile, 
had  they  not  a  strong  claim  of  justice 
upon  their  part  ?  If  no  misclnef  was  likely 
to  arise  from  grsntmg  their  raquesi,  what 
objection  could  be  stated  against  itf 
Where  were  the  dreadful  coosequenoss 
which  some  persons  seemed  to  anticipate, 
firom  allowing  them  the  right  to  sit  and 
vote  in  parliament?  If  he  stated  the 
jmmber  m  peers  at  ten  or  twelve^  he  SBp*> 
fSosed  it  would  be  the  outside;  and  sap- 
posing  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  ena 
naif  M  the  frish  members  vr6re  to  be  re<- 
tumcd  by  that  body,  what  misehief  coaU 
arise  finem  the  admission  of  50  Catholic 
members  among  a  body  ooMistlag  of 
nearly  700  ?  He  had  always  remmed, 
that  on  every  question  that  related  to  tha 
Ronnn  Catholics,  the  great  majority  of  tbe 
metebers  at  present  returned  by  that 
eetmtry  voted  as  they  wauU  bare  4esiaif 
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tli«j  were  Calbdict;  to  that  tbe  eril  to 
bo  appi«heotf«d  from  m  nonber  of  Cmtho? 
lie  oiMibers  foiiog  in  tbe  tame  way  witb 
a  fimilar  Diuabf r  of  Protestant  OMmbtfSi 
was  of  a  nature  altogether  incomprebenti* 
bie  to  bim.  He  did  not  tee  m  wliat  ntnt 
ner  tbe  j  coold  be  tnapoeed  to  doidnoy  tbe 
coBttstatioo.  God  unrbid  tbat  tbe  con* 
t^totioB  thoald  ttand  oa  tocb  a  groand 
at  to  be  to  tastly  and  to  nnaceountably 
thakeo.  Bot  Boppotiag  tbem  to  arri? e  at 
tbe  bigb  offices  of  ttate,  Mi  be  coald  tee 
no  danger.  Wat  it  natural  to  tuppote, 
that  tbe  illattripiat  peraoa  noar  entrotled 
witb  tbe  goYemoient  of  tbe  coontry» 
would  appoint  tocb  CatboHct  to  tbeea 
afficet  at  were  likely  to  oiertam  tbe  go- 
vemmentf  any  mora  tbaa  bf  would  ap« 
point  Protettantt^of  a  timilar  deicriplion  ^ 
Again:  to  look  to  tbe  ^ate  of  tbe  magit* 
Irates  aold  tberiffk:  tba  tbertff  wi^  ap- 
pointed by  tbe  crown^  and  of  coorte  wat 
aflfected  by  a  timilar  tecarity.    Tbe  ma^ 

S'ttrala  wat   recommended   by  periont 
gb  in  inflqence  and  retpectability,  and 
in  thit  oate  at  in  tbe  otbers,  tbere  wat  no 
cbanco  of  a  preference  in  favour  of  diiaf- 
fected  pHnoiplet.    If»  tbeiefore,  no  harm 
wat  lilwly  to  happen  from  granting  tbit 
boon  to  tbe  Bomaa  Catbolict  of  Ireland, 
why  thOuM  they  refute  it?    They  bad 
beatrd  i^  great  deal  that  night  of  the  bene- 
fits which  were  already  conferred  upon 
the  lower  ordert,  and  they  had  beaid  thai 
tbe  pretent  claims  woold  affect  the  higher 
exclusively*  but  this  appeared  to  him  a 
most  superficial  argument^     The  lower 
classes  were  only  guided  by  pefsont  of 
better  education,  and  if  this  measure  wat 
granted,  they  would  bye  led  by  men  of  great 
property  and  distinction ;  bmu  who  were 
already  disposed  to  venerate  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  country,  and  to  guard  the  stake 
which  they  possessed  in  the  advantages  of 
ber  firee  and  happy  government.  By  grant- 
ing ibis  measure,  they  would  give  those 
men  a  greater  weight  with  tbe  lower 
drders;     but,  by    pursuing  a   contrary 
course,  they  would  disoblige  tbe  great, 
without  benefiting  tbe  inferior,  and  throw 
^  guidance  of  those  minds  into  the  hands 
•f  villains,  who  wished  for  confiision :    by 
granting  Uiis  measure,  they  would  act  in 
tbe  moet  politic;  manner  with  regard  to  the 
whole  mats  of  the  Irish  CatlK»iics;    for 
surely  it  was  imposbible  that  a  great  body 
of  peopl»should  no;ibe  n^ore  pleased  with 
the'gov«mment  which  placed  them  upon 
equal  fi>otiag  with  their  fellow  sub|ects, 
than  iriith  ana  wUtk  bad  thought  proper 


to  draw  dii^notiont  ito  ihatr  ditadvaataM 
aad  to  itt  oara  ditgrace.    it  wat  iaipe^sD* 
ble  that  it  should  be  otherwise  while  ma^ 
were  inen.  The  ipdiafdaals  who  at  petent 
govamed  ibe  mindt  and  passions  of  tba 
lower  ordara  of  tba  Catholic  comauaity, 
were  parpelually  dinging  in  their  ears 
tbat  they  were  apprmed.      The  doing 
away  of  all  ditqoalificationt  wat  tba  wajr 
ta  turmoul  tbit  difficulty,  and  (o  remova 
tbie  pretelice.    Tie  Soman  CathoKet,  ha 
agreed,  ought  to  fi^l,  that  they  had  ob* 
tained  more  relief  firom  their  pretent  mo* 
narch  than  aiaca  tbe  Raimaatian  ;  bat  if 
dMre  vrat  tomething  mora  which  it  wat 
^  mtareat  of  tbe  publia  to  give  thani,  ha 
did  not  tea  why  tbat  tbould  be  refitted. 
The  lawt  of  tbe  country  encouraged  then 
to  enter  into  itt  tarvlce  inthe  army  and 
navy ;    bot  if  in  that  tituation  tbay  were 
to  l>e  tent  to  England,  they  vrara  tabyeal 
ta  penahiet  for  their  reUgioB.    Wat  tbie 
■a  hardthip  to  them }    Wat  tbit  no  dit« 
grace  to  ut  ?  Would  it  not  have  ditgracad 
Uie  wortt  of  timet,  and  tbe  batest  and  most 
ditturbed  of  revolutionary  governuMiito} 
Tbe  fiict  wat,  Uiat  at  tbe  law  now  stood, 
tbay  wera  liable  to  informatiaot  on  tbit 
account,  and  tb^  reason  tbit  infonaatknii 
were  not  given,   vrat  becaqta  wa  wata 
athamed  of  our  own  act,  becauta  it  wat  ao 
contrary  to  reatoii,  to  jattica,  and  to  tba 
feelinas  of  £ngltsbmen,  tiiat  out  a^  tba 
Tory  4rt^  •f  the  people— <for  ibagt  tbeia 
mutt  be  in  all  countriet>— there  caukl  not 
be  found  one  to  vile  at  to  aaatl  bivaelf  of 
the  power.    He  would  have  tbem  to  giVf 
the  Catholic  laity  all  they  atked.    it  wat 
right  they  should  have  it.    They  bad  al^ 
ready  done  too  much  to  ratraict,  a|id  if  %hef 
did  not  mean  to  do  more,  they  ware  uawita 
in  having  done  half  to  much.    He  agreed 
with  the  noble  viscount  who  tpoke  latt  ia 
disapproving  of  the  late  conduct  of  tha 
Catholics,  but  if  the  Catbolict  had  acted 
inconsistently,  was  that  any  reason  wiy 
we  should  tounish  ourselves?    He  agpoed 
with  the  noble  viscount  that  it  was  neces^ 
sary  to  have  an  established  relicrion,  but 
be  could  not  allow  that  tbe  refiisal  of  tboee 
claims  fi>rmed  a  propcar  fbonds^on  for 
the  existence  of  tnat  ettablishment.      A 
ttrong  idea  had  gone  forth,  that  tbe  ilkit^ 
trioos  pers^  now  at  tbe  head  of  the  go- 
vernment, was  favourable  to  this  meatare ; 
and  if  mini|itert  had  taken  any  atept  to 
advise  the  ^ntrary,   they  were  wraM. 
He  hoped  tbat  they  would  saethe  ekpedi- 
ency  of  satisfying  the  mind  of  tbat  couifti- 
uy»  and  atseiting  tha  dMiacltr  af  thki. 
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by  r«iD(mng  the  diMlMli^Ms  nad^  wbich 
80  great  m  portion  of  the  comtti«ii^  at 
prtteot  labotirod. 

MarcpM  Wtllaky  said,  dutt  the  aobject, 
which  had  been  presented  to  the  attention 
of  tbcor  lordshtpSf  was  worthy  to  engage  H. 
The  slate  of  the  afialrs  of  Lrdand  was  ao 
tntiinately  conneded  with  the  general 
prosperity  and  strength  of '  the  eaq>he» 
that  the  hereditary  coansellors  of  fcbe 
erown  roald  never  be  employed  moretne* 
folly  to  their  sovereign,  or  to  iheir  coon- 
4ry»  than  in  examininjg^  the  sitoation  of 
Ireland,  her  resooroes,  her  iateraal  adnii* 
Bistration,  her  happiness  and  welftMre,  and 
^boTe  all,  the  condition  ^f  the  great  body 
of  her  popolation.  Bat  aUhra^h'^ese 
topics  most  ever  be  present  to  their  minds, 
the  ancient  usage  and  established  practice 
of  parliament  required*  that  their  lordships 
shoald  consider  deliberately  the  manner, 
and  the  keason,  in  which  this  nM|otry  was 
pressed  upon  thepa.  The  magnitucM.aad 
importance '  of  the  questions  proposedi 
their  general  claim  to  attention,  wonid  not 
indnce  that  House  to  enter  hastily  into 
the  Comosittee,  without  previously  ad- 
▼erting  to  the  professed  motives  and  ob- 
jects 4%  the  intended  enquiry,  to  the  pro- 
bable consequences  <tf  its  progress,  and  to 
its  ultimale  result.  Nor  wooM  their  lord- 
ships advance  one  step  in  the  course  re- 
commended by  the  noble  mover,  until 
they  sbottld  have  carefully  ezaminei^  what 
night  l»  the  opeifation  of  their  vote  upon 
the  strength  and  honour  of  the  executive 
government  in  Ireland,  upon  the  due  ad- 
ministration of  the  law  in  that  country; 
npon  the  law  itself;  how  the  temper  of 
the  people  and  of  ^  contending  parties 
aught  be  moved  b)^  this  proceeding;  and 
what  might  be  the  influence  of  the  noble 
earl's  pvopositioi^  ev«i  upon  the  very  point 
(Sf  his  solicitude  ;  the  interesting  cause  of 
the  Roman  Cathciics  of  Ireland. 

The  first  grounds  on  which  the  noble 
aarl  had  restM>  was  the  supposed  miscon- 
duct of  the  executive  administration  in 
Ireland,  and  the  necessity  of  censuring  its 
actiW  VmI  of  arresting  its  career,  in  an  al- 
leged cowse  of  violence  and  injustice. 

What  had  he  placed  in  the  front  of  this 
great  argument  ?  A  vague  ceport  from  a 
newspaper  of  that  morning,  imputing  to  an 
officer  of  ihe  Irish  government  some  inter- 
ference in  the  return  of  the  pannel  of  a 
jury.  '  Until  he  (Lord  W.)  entered  the 
House^  this  report  had  not  reached  him, 
and  even  if  it  bad  fallen  under  his  obser- 
vation«  in  it  form  so  unaathenti^  he  wouM 


not  have  deemed  it  of  auffictent  importance 
to  constitute  ^  greund  of  any  proceeding 
in  that  assembly.  But  from  further  en» 
qoiry,  he  found  that  the  court  of  King's- 
bench  in  Ireland,  after  solemn  deliberation^ 
had  actnally  dismissed  the  complaint  on 
which  the  noble  earl  rested  this  important 
branch  of  his  proposition  :  nor  was  there 
any  reason  to  apprehend,  that  any  other 
circumstance  in  the  trial  now  depending 
before  that  court  had  aflbrded  a  just  mo- 
tive of  alarm  for  the  safety  of  any  princi- 
ple of  justice,  of  law,  or  of  the  constitu- 
tion. Neither  the  dignity  of  the  noSle 
earl's  character  could  adant  of  any  fbrther 
attention  on  hb  part  to  that  ground  of  his 
motiim;  n«r  coold  their  lordships  deem* 
suqh  a  transaction  to  be  a  sufficient  cause 
for  entering  into  the  proposed  inquiry » 
without  ai^  authentic  fact,  without  even- 
any  public  rumour  of  criminality,  and 
with  the  knowledge,  that  the  court  of 
King's-bench  in  Ireland  had  dismissed 
from  its  bar,  as  trivial  and  groundless,  the 
charge  on  which  the  noble  earl  required 
their  lordships  to  proceed  to  a  Committee 
of  inquiry. 

From  thu  particular  charge,  the  noble 
earl  bad  SMhranced  to  a  more  general  and 
enlarged  accusation,  and  had  imputed  to 
the  Irish  government  a  perversion  of  the 
law  of  Ireland,  for  the  criminal  purpose  of 
obstructing  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ire- 
hmd  in  the  exeroite  of  the  sacred  right  of 
petition ;  and  this  accusation  was  to  form 
a  principal  object  of  inquiry  in  the  Com- 
mittee moposed  to  their  lordships.  If  any 
reasonAle  ground  of  suspicion  bad  existed 
to  justify  an  apprehension  that  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland  had  presumed  to  interfere 
between  the  subject  and  the  crown,  or  be- 
tween the  people  and  the  parliament ;  or 
had  dared  to  prevent  or  to  embarrass  the 
legitimate  right  of  petition ;  to  prejudge 
the  merits  of  any  petition ;  or  to  affix  the 
authority  of  the  lord  lieutenant  to  any  opi- 
nion upon  the  claims  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics ;  then  indeed  inquiry  would  have 
been  indispensible ;  and  if  the  charge 
could  have  been  substantiated,  their  lora- 
ships  must  have  addressed  the  throne,  for 
the  repaoval  of  a  government,  so  unfit  for 
its  high  trust.  But  no  impedilnent  had 
been  opposed  in  Ireland  to  the  right  of 
petitioning  the  crown  or  parliament ;  no 
vestige  could  be  traced  of  a  project  so  or* 
bitrery  and  desperate,  in  any' act  of  the 
government,  in  any  argument  of  the  lavv 
officers  of  tim  crown,  in  any  opinion  or  de- 
cision of  the  courts  of  law.    The  question 
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]»d  not  mvolred  the  Tight  of  petihnoprfvg,  <Mr 
the  meriu  of  the  claim  of  the  Catholics ;  it 
had  ariflen  merely  upon  th^  form  and  -con- 
stitutkm  of  a  particular  defcription  of  aa« 
lembJ^  of  the  people ;  and  upon  the  ap- 
pHcatMQ  of  the  proTisiotls  of  the  statote 
law  of  Ireland  to  that  form  and  constitu- 
tieiK  The  right  of  petitioninji^  ooold  not 
have  been  denied*  for  it  bad  not  even  been 
argued;  that  great  consiituiiortgl  priii- 
lege  waa  hot  now  even  a  natter  <»f  arfi> 
ment;  it  was  placed  berrotid  the  i«ttchof 
aH  question ;  but  ereti  that  exalted  prhri- 
lege  was  to  be  esercised  iiccovding  to 
Iftw;  in  Ireland,  according  to  ^e  law  of 
Ireland :  and  the  question  at  issue  in  Ire- 
land had  been,  not  whetiier  the  Romed 
Catholics  should  frselv  pelitioii  the  crown 
or  parliament^  not  whether  their  claims 
were  just,  hot  whether  the  doicription  of 
assembly,  which  the^  had  elected,  and  in 
which  they  met,  was  conformable  to  the 
]>aw  o#  the  land :  upon  this  ouestion,  so^ 
lemoly  argued,  the  decision  or  the  court  of 
Eing's-bench  in  Ireland  was  directly  in  ft^ 
▼our  of  that  constroctien  of  the  statute  law 
of  Ireland,  which  the  lord  lieuteitant  and 
council  had  enforced  by  proclamation> 
with  the  adrice  of  all  the  law  officecs  of 
the  crown,  and  for  which  the  law  officerv 
of  the  cr&wn  had  contended  at  the  bar  o^ 
justice. 

In  the  name  of  his  Majesty's  serranti^ 
on  the  part  of  the  Irish  government,  and 
of  its  respectable  and  honourable  adriietii^ 
lord  Wdlesley  denied  every  part  of  Ae 
noble  earl's  charge.  The  Irish  goTern* 
ment  was  not  aothorised  to  qoesdon  or  ^ 
obstruct  the  right  of  petition,  or  to  tonch 
thedainii^^ofthe  Catholics.  The  Irish  ^• 
vernmeiit  had  not  attempted  any  such  vro^ 
lence :  such  an  attempt  would  have  been 
repugnant  to  every  sentiment  of  the  ho*' 
nest  heart  of  the  noble  duke,  ^oreplre^ 
sented  his  Majesty  in  'Ireland,  and  wh^ 
woold  have  repckliated,  with  indigna^Qn^ 
ariy  instruction  or  advice  tending  lo  inter<*' 
pbse  his  ndble  name  and  high  authority 
between  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  their 

rious  sovereign,  or  the  legislature  of 
united  Ijiidgdoml  The  pekvon  (Mr. 
Wdlesley  Pdle)  who  held  tbehighest^on* 
ftdential  charge  udder  the  noble  duke  in 
Ireland  (and  in  that  person's  hononr  and 
ftirn^  ibrA' Well^ley  naturally  folt  a  cor- 
dihl  and  al^i^nate  interest,)  was  too  w«]l 
gf[>unded'in  the  prindples  of  the  ^atmk- 
fii^en>  and  in^  habiu  of  reverence  for  the^ 
h^ ;  too  deeply  interested  in  the  prospe- 
rity of  Ireland  andjJRsctionetely  attached 
(VOL.  XXI.) 


to  her  welfore,  to  advise  any  violaDion  of 
the  rights  or  lil>erttes  of  the  people  of  Ire* 
land — That  person  was  also  of  a  firmness 
of  mind»  and  a  fortitude  of  spirit,  that 
would  never  decline  ft  reeolote  assertion  of 
the  laws  of  his  coontrr*  In  foot,  the  go- 
vernment of  Ireknd  bad  committed  no 
crime  and  no  error,  unless  the  firm  and 
teibperattf  assertion  of  the  law  of  the  land 
was  criminal  or  erroneous. 

The  Act,  denomioated  the  Conventiom 
Act  in  Ireland,  wa9  a  law  of  prevention^ 
founded  on-  loa^  and  petiloos  experience.* 
The  object  of  the  law  war  to  prevent  the 
formation  of  a  peculiar  description  of  as* 
semhiy,  which  experience  had  proved  to 
be  dangerous;  onnecessaiy  for  the  re* 
presentation  to  tho  Crown  or  to  Parlia« 
ment  of  any  jast  or  legitimate  popular 
grievance;  calculated  exclusivelir  for 
mischief ;  a  proper  organ  of  disonier ;  n 
ready  instrument  of  coofonon ;  but  «se« 
less  and  unmanageable  for  any  good,  ho- 
nest, or  lawfol  purpose.  This  law  does 
not  inquire,  what  may  be  the  object  of  thcf 
Convention,  to  be  ascertained  byittpro^ 
viously^  dedatvd  purpose,  or  by  its  aott 
whtweowened;  the  act  of  election,  the 
ict  of  nMeling  in  such  an  assembly,  foe 
whateTet^  purpose,  are  the  crimes  pro* 
bibited^  by  this'  sutnte.  The  criminal  in* 
tantionrtbe  *' mtikn  0ttmm»!^  n  by  this 
law  plainly  declared  to.  be,  the  intantioa 
of  forming  such  an  asiembly  as  the  statute 
describes.  The  government  o^  Ireland 
therefore  was  net  culy  authorised,  but  re- 
quired by  law,  to*  prevent  the  eleocion  of 
such  an  aMembly,  or  if  elected,  to  die* 
perse  iti  meeting,  and  to  prosecute  all 
persons,  who  had  violated  the  statute, 
either  at  such  eleeiion,  or  in  such  as« 
sembly. 

Tho  policy  both  of  the  statethi  and  of 
tile  proceeding  of  the  government  of  Ire-^ 
land,  has  been  Urraigned^  l%eie  pehiti 
could  not  form  tlie  question'  upeii  tbo 
noble  earPs  argument.  Bit  lord  Wel« 
lesley  approved  the  policy  of  thestaluti^ 
and  thought  that  the  lord  lienttoant  wao 
well  advised,  when  l^«  grace  enforced  it;^ 
The  enforcement  of  the  statute  was  sa- 
lutary, not  only  for  tho  trunquiUky  of 
Ireland,  but*  for  the  peculiar  intoru^M 
of  the  Romaii  Catholic  cause*  IA0  t^ 
meihbered  some  of  the  ea^iy  Conventions 
in  Ireland,  of  whi^h  the  expeifteweo  hai 
ledtothe  enactmentroffhttlaw.  M^Am 
distant  period  of  17S8>  in  the  admii|iatmv 
tion  of  the  earl  of  Nbrthingtoo,  (ulihoogU 
opposed  in  parliament  to  the  govemoMttf 
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of  that  day,)  be  had  in  Ireland  restated 
the  establishment  of  a  CooTention,  and 
his  conduct  had  been  sanctioned  by  the 
applause  of  Mr.  Fox,  then  Secretary  of 
State.  Lord  Weliesley  had  always  con- 
tinued to  disapprore  this  description  of  as- 
sembly, and  bad  concurred  most  cordially 
in  the^  wise  policy  of  the  Irish  statute  of 
1193,  which  was  intended  to  prohibit  the 
formation  of  all  such  assemblies,  and  to 
protect  the  tranquillit3r  of  the  country 
from  the  precarious  chance  of  the  pro- 
reeding^  of  a  body,  which  could  not  even 
be  constituted  without  a  violation  of  the 
established  order  of  the  state,  and  which 
could  not  act  without  danger  to  regular 
authority.  The  very  existence  of  sach  a 
body  was  perilous ;  its  acts^  if  otherwise 
innocent,  must  be  injurious  to  public  order, 
because  they  must  tend  to  disturb  there* 
spect  which  is  due  alone  to  the  lawful  so- 
vereign apd  legislature  of  the  realm. 

The  law  therefore,  which  was  of  gene- 
ral application,  ecjually  affecting  Protes- 
tants and  Catholics,  was  a  wise  and  sa- 
lutary statute,  of  preventiTe  policy,  it 
was  prudent  in  the  go? ernment  of  Ireland 
lo  enforce  it,  more  especially  against  a 
plan  of  Catholic  Conrention,  which  could 
net  be  carried  into  effect  without  aggra- 
vated danger  to  the  Country,  nor  adTance 
one  step  without  aggravated  mischief  to 
the  Roman  Catholics  themselves. 

Hew  was  this  salutary  law  carried  into 
execution  ? — ^Was  no  warning  voice  heard 
.  from  %ht  executive  power  in  Ireland  f 
Was  no  friendly  admonition  uttered,  be- 
fore the  strong  hand  of  the  law  was  ex- 
tanded  to  vindicate  the .  King  and  the 
country  against  the  aasailanU  of  public 
Older  ?  Their  lordships  should  know  that 
the  lord-lieutenant  had  abstained,  with  a 
degree  of  forbeafauce,  verging  upon  in- 
discretion, from  the  exercise  of  his  legal 
powers,  until  the  intention  of  electing  and 
of  convening  the  assembly,  prohibited  by 
the  statute,  was  plainly  avowed.  Even 
then,  the  first  step  taken  was  a  private  and 
Bost  amicable  admonitum  to  the  leaders 
of  the  Catholic  body,  apprising  them  of 
the  Hiegality  of  the  course  which  they 
ivere  pursuing,  and,  at  the  same  time,  in- 
iMMting  the  determination  of  the  govern- 
mon^  to  enforce  the  law.  This  admonition 
hovidg  preyed  inefiectoal,  a  proclamation 
was  issued  Jby  the  government,  declaring 
tb^  low,  and  announcing  an  intention  to 
execute  iu  provisions. — ^The  elections  to 
the  proposed  assembly  proceeded;  the 
violation  of  the  law  e^mtinaed;  and  the 


govemipent  of  Ireland  (band  no  alteriia- 
tif  e,  but  to  suffi^r  the  law  to  be  violatejd 
with  impunity,  or  to  dispei;se  the  Cotiveo- 
tion,  umler  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of 
1793,  and  to  prosecute,  at  the  bar  of  the 
King's  bench,  the  persons  concerned  in 
violating  that  act.  Then  followed  the 
proceedings  at  that  bar ;  their  lordships 
would  be  instructed  by  studying  those 
proceedings:  they  would  admire  the 
powerftil  eloquence  of  the  Irish  bar,  and 
the  learning,  temper,  firmness,  and  dig? 
nity,  of  that  most  respectable,  pore,  and 
upright  court,  which  had  sanctioned,  by  a 
solemn  and  unanimous  judgment,  the  le^- 
gality  of  the  acu  of  the  executire  go- 
vernment in  Ireland,  and  had  ^stablis&d 
the  law,  which  the  lord  lieutenant  had 
vindicated,  by  proclamation,  by  the  in* 
terference  of  the  magistracy,  and  by  pub- 
lic prosecution. 

Where,  in  the  whole  course  of  thi^ 
transaction,  could  the  noble  earl  find  a 
resting  place  for  his  accusation  ?  Neither 
in  the  original  object  of  the  law  of  1 793, 
lior  in  its  letter,  nor  in  its  spirit,  nor  ip 
the  candour  and  clearness  with  which  ita 
provisions  were  explained  and  declared, 
nor  in  the  moderation  and  lenity  with 
which  they  were  ultimately  and  reluctant- 
ly enforced,  nor  in  the  unanimons  judg- 
ment of  the  court  of  King's  bench,  con* 
firming  the  jtist  interpretation  of  the  law, 
after  long  and  assiduous  at-gument,  and 
patient  and  solemn  trial. 

Where  was  the  semblance  of  a  suspi- 
cion, that  the  right  of  petition  had  been 
invaded  ?  Were  not  all  the  jeg^mate,  ac- 
customed channels  of  petitioning  open, 
fi-ee,  easy  of  access,  and  ready,  even  with 
the  aid  of  his  Majesty's  representative  in 
Ireland,  to  speed  the  prayers  and  wishes 
of  his  people  to  the  foot  of  his  throne  and 
to  the  bar  of  his  parliament  ^  Was  eyery 
channel  of  petitioning  dishonourajblci  ex- 
cepting that  which  was  unlawful  ?  Wasjt 
undignified  to  address  parliament,  except^ 
ing  Uirough  a  mock  parliament,  formed 
in  contempt  of  the  law,  and  whose  very 
constitution  would  insult  the  legislature, 
which  it  affected  to  petition  ?  Their  lord- 
^ips  could  not  admit,  that  on  these  points 
^^noble  earl  had  established  any  |uati- 
fication  of  his  proposed  inquiry. 

Had  the  ndble  earl  proved,  that  the  go-  • 
vernment  of  Ireland  had  endeavoured  to 
frustrate  tfae  claims  of  the  Catholics,  or 
to  pnjtHlice  the  cause  of  that  respectable 
booy,  by  checking  the  precipitate,  career 
of  tboao  who  mat^god,  or  rather  misma- 
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Tiaged  that  gresi  cause  in  Ireland  ?    No 
greater  injury  could  be  oflFered  to  -  that 
caus^,  than   by  preaeuttng  it  to  the  so- 
rereign,    or  to  the    legislature,    in    the 
odious  form  of  a  wanton  violation  of  the 
law,  an  outrage  upon  the  legal  authority 
of  the  crown  and  the  state,  and  an  insult 
upon  the  established  government  of  the 
realm.    The  greatest  enemy  to  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland  could  not  clothe  their 
petition  in  a  garb  more  repulsive.     An  il- 
legal Convention  was  not    the    natural 
parent  of  a  respectful  petition.    The  lord 
lientenant,    therefore,     had    acted    most 
amicably  towards  the  Catholics,  as  well  as 
'most  prudently  towards  the  state,  when 
his  grace  bad  advised  their  leaders  to  re- 
linqnisb  the  insane  project  of  petitioning 
by  Convention,  and  to  resort  to  the  an- 
cient ways  of  the  law  and  constitution, 
consecrated  by  the  usage   of  ages,  and 
leading  to  the  venerable  fabric  of  liberty 
and  order.    The  government  of  Ireland 
also  deserved  well  of  the  Catholics   for 
having  enforced  the    law  against    their 
iead^rs,  and  for  having  by  law  abolished 
an  assembly,  which  could  not  have  con- 
tinued,   without  exciting  just  alarm    in 
every  by  aland  patriotic  breast,  and  with- 
'out  involving   the  general  cause  of  the 
Catholics  in  the  character  of  that  repre- 
sentative body,  to  which  they  had  en- 
trusted their  affiiirs. 

But  if  their  lordships  should  agree  to 
the  Committee  on  the  argument  of  the 
noble  lord,  they  must  be  prepared  to  de- 
clare that  this  plan  ofa  Convention  was  not 
only  legal,  but  laudable  and  meritorious. 

Some  persons  were  of  opinion,  that  the 
Roman  Catholics  ought  to  be  admitted  to 
tit ;  nd  rote  in  parliament,  'and  to  every 
other  advantage  enjoyed  by  Protestants ; 
but,  in  the  interval,  were  their  lordships 
incfined  to  sanction,  in  place  of  the  Pro- 
teatant  parliament  of  Ireland,  an  assembly 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  nobility,  prelacy, 
mntrjf,  and  Commons,  to  sit  publicly  m 
'IHibhn,  and  to  debate  and  resolve  npon  all 
•objeetft  of  law,  government,  politics,  and 
feligtoB?   Would  their  lordships  declare, 
•tliat  thia  f^as  an  excellent  institution,  cal- 
culated to  preserve  the  peace  of  Ireland, 
'and  to  mamtain  the  laws  and  establith- 
menti  in  that  country  in  Church  and  State 
'  inviolate,  while  we  should  be  employed  on 
*<hi8  side  of  the  Channel  in  deliberating 
upon  the  respectful  petitions,  which  that 
high  council  might  be  pleased  to  certify, 
«fid  transmit  for  oor  approbation  ? 

'Eteir  Joffdihipi  coaM  nti  agree  lo  tbe 


Committee,  when  the  sanction  of  these  il- 
legal conventions  was  presented  as  a  priq* 
cipal  object  of  the  noble  earl's  proposal. 
Justice  to  tbe  government  of  Ireland, 
justice  to  the  interests  of  Ireland,  and 
above  all,  justice  to  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  Ireland,  precluded  the  possibility  of 
yielding  to  the  noble  earl  in  this  part  of 
the  question. 

From  his  animadversions  on  the  conduct 
of  the  firovemment  of  Ireland,  tlie  noble 
earl  haa  passed  to  the  more  important  ob* 
jects  of  the  proposed  Committee^— rto  con* 
sider  the  condition  of  the  Roman  CathoTica 
of  Ireland ;  their  claim  on  the  justice  of 
parliament;  and  the  necessity  of  proceed* 
ing  to  the  immediate  removal  of  the  civil 
disabilities  of  which  they  complained. 

Lord  Wellealey  declared,  that  he  ap- 
proached the  interesting  cause  of  tha 
Roman  Catholics,  with  a  solicitude  for  iu 
success  which  could  not  bch*  surpassed, 
even  by  the  ardour  of  the  noble  earl. 
From  the  first  dawn  of  his  reason  to  the 
present  hour,  his  anxiety  for  the  eSectuai 
relief  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland 
had  been  the  warm  sentiment  of  his  heart, 
confirmed  and  animated  by  successive  ex* 
perience  and  reflection,  and  by  the  delibe- 
rate exercise  of  his  jiidgment,  not  unac- 
customed to  the  practical  consideration  of 
great  afibirs  of  sute:  he  was  born,  bre^ 
and  educated  in  these  principles  of  ra- 
tional liberality,  equally  ^remote  from  in- 
tolerant bigotry,  and  firom  licenUous  dis- 
regard of  established  order.  He  had  al- 
ways supported  every  former  proposal  for 
the  relief  of  the  Roman  Catholics:  if  for 
a  moment,  in  a  period  of  peculiar  and  ex- 
traordinary embarrassment,  he  had  sus- 
pended the  active  exertion  of  his  opinions 
on  this  subject,  the  suspense  had  been  to 
him  most  painful  and  irksome;  it  hid 
'been  occasioned  merely  by  a  conviction^ 
that  more  danger  was  to  be  apprehended 
to  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  to  the  state, 
'from  a  premature  attempt  to  urge  their 
just  claim,  than  from  a  prudent  delay  of 
that  claim,  in  submission  to  the  character 
and  circumstances  of  the  times. 

It  was  necessary,  however,  to  explain 
distinctly  the  foundations  and  limits  of 
hia  opinions  on  the  claim  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  because  he  apprehended,  that 
he  di$]  not  agree  with  nny  of  the  declared 
champions  in  this  conflict. 

The  heat  of  the  contention  had  exag- 
gerated and  distorted  the  true  and  n»- 
toral  character  of  thii  question  an  belk 
tides  of  tha  argument 
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On  ihe  fit  of  tba  ftomao  Catlurtict, 
the  claim  bad  been  armed  with  all  the 
violence  and  terror  of  inditpitiable  right, 
9|Mirning  all  accompanying  condition*  ^11 
previous  consideration,  all  pcovidenW  ami* 
cable  delay. 

The  demand  issued  forth  in  the  array 
of  war,  and  no  alternative  appeared,  bii 
submission  or  battle. 

On  the  other  side,  every  delay  of  a 
l^emptory  sentence  of  eternal  exclusion 
was  repVesented,  as  perilous  to  our  cif  il, 
and  nearly  aacrilegioug  towards  our  re^- 
ligious  eatablisbmenta ;  all  conditions 
Were  ridiculed,  as  nuga^boty  or  impossi^ 
ble;  all  previous  consideration  w«s  de- 
precated, as  an  artful  plot  fermod  to  in- 
.  flame  the  eaEpecftaiions  nnd  demands  of 
the  Catholics,  and  to  damp  the  ateat  of 
Ihe  defenders  of  our  estabUshmenta  in 
church  and  state. 

The  restraint  imposed  by  atatote  on 
the  Roman  Catholics  was  asserted  to  be 
in  itself  a  pesitife  good  ;  a  venctrable 
nnd  sacred  institution  ^  it  was  consecrated 
as  an  essential  article  of  our  faith ;  nm 
m  safeguard  to  be  respecud  and  prtnenr^ 
«d,  merely  for  the  temporary  security  of 
the  altar,  but  the  very  altar  and  ark.  of 
our  religion. 

Tbese  excesses  were  violent  Mid  irra- 
tionaL  The  argument  must  be  disar- 
rayed,  and  bronght  down  from  the  pomp 
acid  ostentation  of  right  on  one  ude,  aiid 
from  the  intemperate  fhry  of  bigotted 
passion  on  the  other;  and  the  path  of 
discretion  must  be  sought  between  the 
extremes  of  seal. 

His  noble  friend  (the  earl  of  Aberdeen) 
for  whom,  from  grateful  remembrance 
of  revered  friendship  and  of  indelible  af- 
/  fection,  he  entertained  a  sincere  regard; 
end  ivhose  excellent  speech  would  have 
idelighted  the  land  heart  of  the  illustrious 
statesman,  (Mr.  Pitt,  under  whose  tute- 
lary care  he  had  been  educated)  had 
most  justly  said,  that  the  <|uestion  npMi 
9.be  claim  of  the  Itoman  Catholics,  was 
a  mere  question  of  state  expi3die|icy. 

Tbis  was  a  correct  view  of  that  0re«t 
end  tnyiertant  question,  aqd  laid  Wei* 
lesiey  expressed  his  entire  concurrence 
in  that  part  of  bia  nehle  friend's  eenli- 
wents. 

Toleration  is*  the  intermediiUe  point 
between  persecution  and  encoaraffement. 
The  precise  limits  of  the  principles  of 
persecution,  of  toleration,  and  of  encoa* 
ir^gement,  cannot/  however,  he  eocmrate- 
ly  drawn  by    any    ah#tf^  definition. 


These  bonndaries  cannot  otherwise  be 
ascertained,  than  by  reference  to  the 
relative  sitpations  of  the  parties^  and  tp 
the  circumstances  of  the  times,  and  to 
the  condition  of  the  aute. 

One  maxim  is  clear  and  undeniable^ 
that  every  state  possesses  a  right  to  ac^* 
stmvt  whatever  is  dangerous  to  its  aecu* 
rity:  no  sect,  no  individual,  can  assert 
IP  a  claim  of  right  against  the  state,  the 
nelaxation  of  any  restraint,  of  which  the 
continuance  ie  required  tot  the  s^ety  of 
the  oofl^munity. 

On  the  other  hand,  every  restraint, 
excluding  any  description  of  the  subjects 
of  any  state  from  the  ei^ovment  of  ad- 
vantages generally  possessed  by  the  com* 
munity,  is  IP  itself  a  positive  evil  i  ap 
evil  which  can  wisely  or  justly  he  endur* 
ed,  so  long  only  as  the  probable  ^laingiyr 
to  be  apprehended  from  its  removal,  aluill 
evidently  exceed  the  certain  niischief  of 
its  continuance. 

The  restraint  now  existing  upon  the 
Roman  Catholics  is,  therefore,  in  itself  a 
positive  evil ;  an  imperfoction  in  the 
frame  of  the  empire:  the  question  is, 
whether  this  special  and  particular  im* 
perfection,  which  separates  one  great 
branch  of  the  people  from  tho  common 
henefits  of  the  general  constitution,  is 
a  necessary  evil,  which  must  be  sustain- 
ed for  the  universal  safety  of  the  whole 
e^npire. 

No  community  can  be  warranted  by 
justice  or  policy,  in  extending  such  ro- 
straints  beyond  the  strict  limits  of  pe* 
cessity;  if  real  danger  requires  this  sa- 
crifice of  the  impartial  and  parental  spirit 
of  iany  state  towssds  all  its  subjects,  that 
state,  however  reluctantly,  mus^  hold  to 
such  restrainu,  as  the  necessary  means 
of  public  security. 

How  does  this  reasoninf^  apply,  to  the 
claim  of  the  Soman  Catholics  or  Irei^^ 
What  justification  remains  for  contima- 
ing  the  restraint  of  which  thejr  com- 
plain ?  Is  no  miKhief  felt  firom  ft^  nep- 
tinpance?  What  danger  is  dreaded  frmfk 
its  removal  ?  What- is  the  probable,  hp- 
lam:e  of  peril  between  its  oontinnaace  astf 
its  removal } 

The  noble  marquis  declared)  thal-ifi 
his  judgment,  the  mischief  of  cantinoi0g 
thia  system  of  restraint  greatly  over^ 
babnced  any  danger  wfaroh  could  fas 
opprehepded  from  revoting  to  the  more 
liberal,  more>  mild,  more  benignant,  and 
au^icions  'poliov#  which  had  adomefi 
theeariier  peii%is  of  Jiis  jll4^y>  Wgn* 
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The  orif^al  seTerity  of  the  penal  l«Mrt 
w.ms  directed  agAinst  the  Roman  CathoUcs 
rmtber  at  tbe  known  instrnments  and 
mbetton  of  the  syatem  of  arbitral^  power 
at  that  era^  than:  at  tbe  aectanes  of  a 
peculiar  raligiona  faiih.  The  papist  tuc- 
ceasion  to  the  Britiah  throne  was  dreaded* 
•a  tbe  certain  deatraction  of  our  libertiea 
»nd  lanrv  ^  well  as  of  tbe  independence 
and  freepjaqi  ^  Earope ;  oar  ecclesias- 
tical establisbment  was  insepacably  blend- 
ad  with  the  fpoodauons  of  ear  limited 
isonacchyj  and  of  oor  ciyil  rigM* ;  and 
r  bulwark  waa  formed  by  the  admirable 
cMMiection  of  the  whole  &brie  of  onr 
ccAstitotion,  which  baa  proved  impreg* 
sabie  to  every  assault  of  demeatic  or  fo* 
«eign  A^es.  The  long  lapse  of  time,  the 
^;irad^  and  pre^preeaiTe  change  of  cir* 
j^punstaocesr  ha?e  removed  the  alarm  of 
a  pafHSt  ancceasor  to  the  crawn«  or  of 
a  papist  €o«ibination  Ibr  the  introduction 
of  arbitrary  power. 

The  RoB^a^  Catholics  of  Ireland  have 
pot  been  viewed  by  the  legislature,  as 
the  ready  instruments  of  ruin  to  oor  es- 
tablished constitution.  Why  have  they 
h&m  admitted  to  the  benefits  which  4iey 
now  enjojT?  Why  were  ih^y  relieTed 
from  the  ignominy  of  disherison?  Ad- 
mitted to  the  rights  of  property,  to  the 
akctive  franchise,  to  tb^  h^^r,  to  the  army, 
j|a  various  olber  advant^es?  Has  the 
benevolence  of  the  stale  rashly  opened 
t^^thepi  the  portals  of  a  constitution,' of 
which  they  are  believed  lo  be  tbe  sworn 
ftiea-^  Have  they  been  permitted  to  ap- 
ffoecb  so  closely  to  the  throne  and 
akar,  under  conviction  of  a  traitorous  am* 
spirarcy  todesttoy  both? 

Their  lordships  must  remember  what 
haa  been  already  granted  to  the  Roman 
Catholics,  before  a  just  estimate  can  be 
formed  of  tbe  e£fect,  either  of  withhold- 
ing or  ef  eoBseding  what  remains  under 
reetratnt. 

J)o  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Iroland 
sow  possess  no  poliiaeal  power  ?  No  per- 
een  acquainted  with  that  country  would 
deny  that  tb^  possess  a  large,  aUoosi  a 
fffMOminant  idiare  of  political  power  in 
Iroland. 

Hhs  ttici  afifeided  pMlter  ef  deep  re- 
flection :  it  must  be  tbe  policy  of  every 
wise  state,  to  connect  all  descriptions  of 
persons,  poeaesMng  political  power,  with 
the  general  framtt  of  the  community^  to 
mot  and  blend  their  individaal  pursoiu 
with  the  nommon  interests  of  the  state, 
ami  tQ  aMAcfa  th«n  by  the  f9Km6ii  Itm 
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of  honourable  anibition  an4  honest  gain 
to  the  established  order  of  the  govern- 
menu 

A  body,pos8eaaing  great  political  power, 
but  sepamed  from  the  state  by  special' 
exclusions  and  restraints ;  individual  am* 
bitioa  eactinguiahed ;  individual  intereat 
abiidged »  uninfluenced  by  tbe  ^vern- 
ment ;  lexerciaing  an  iafloence,  which  tbe 
government  can  neither  extend,  nor' dimi- 
nish; diaaociated  from  ell  the  eatabliah- 
menu,  civil,  military,  and  religious,  but 
yet  holding  an  intrinsic  weight,  which 
ocoaaionaUy  preaaea  upon  every  eatabliab- 
aent^^wlwt  moat  (be  the  operation  of 
aoch  a  body  upon  the  frame  of  any  atate^ 
It  must  be  prcipidicial  lo  public  order  and 
Uanquilli^y,  because  its  action  is  not  coin- 
cident with  the  ordinary  movement  of  the 
sute,  not  regulated  by  the  same  princi* 
pkub  nor  touched  and  moved  by  the  sapie 
means,  nor  diic^cted  to  the  same  ends. 

It  would  appear  to  be  wisdom  in  any 
state  to  endeavour  to  associate  such  a  body 
with  the  ordinary  operations  of  the  esta- 
blished government,  by  infusing  the  san^ 
principles  of  connection,  w()ich  unite  and 
Wttoniae  all  the  parts  of  the  community, 
and  which  form  the  peculiar  strength  and 
beauty  of  the  British  constitution.  It  was 
not  so  much  a  ^aestion,whether  additional 
political  pouter  should  be  given  to,  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  as  whether 
they  should  now  be  reused  those  appen- 
dages to  their  present  poUtieal  power, 
whi]ch  would  identify  its  exercise  with  the 
interests  of  the  state,  and  would  coQsti- 
tnte  the  bonds  and  pledges  of  attachment 
to  tbe  government,  and  the  .tics  of  union 
with  the  Commonwealth.  The  action  and 
force  of  oar  happy  constitution  depends 
upon  a  similar  principle,  which  coinbines 
individual  interests  in  the  general  preser- 
vation of  order,  and  mixes  and  blends 
each  part  in  the  harmony  of  the  whole. 
It  is  a  wild  theory  to  suppose,  that  tbe,  ba- 
lance of  the  Britisb  Constitition  is  main- 
tained merelv  by  the  mutual  check  and 
collision  of  the^gre^t  branches  of  political 
power,  of  which  it  is  cpq^osed*  The  re- 
sult of  such  a  scheme  ino)»t  be  either  per- 
petual  discord  and  dtaonler,  or  the  total 
stagnation  of  the  vital  powerp  of  t|e  go* 
vermnentt  and  the  inaotion  and  fine)  de^ay 
ofthewhol^  system*  But  this  oonflic^  is 
prevented  by  the  uitervention  of  indivi- 
dual interests ;  without  injuring  tbe  prin- 
ciples of  monarchy,  aristocracy  and  defpo- 
cracy,  which  eonijtiiute  thp  foundations  of 
the  fporemmf »l»  th9  mldoes^  (9(  ew^  laws. 
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'and  the  chamcter  of  oof  nation,  have  tem- 
pered these  apparemly  discordant  ihate- 
rials  into  a  system  of  the  n^ost  regular  and 
uniform  action. 

The  House  of  Lords  is  connected  with 
the  Hou^e  of  Connnions,  with  the  people, 
and  with  the  crown,  by  many  ties  of  com- 
mon  interest,  mitigatmg  the  iheoretioal 
notion  of  aristocracy,  which  has  been  de- 
scribed 'as  the  sole  constituent  principle  of 
this  assenibly.  In  the  constitution  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  the  same  tempe- 
ratuire  may  be  observed  ;  and  even  the 
imperial  crown  of  these  realms  is  inti* 
mately  blended  with  the  interests  of  the 
nobility,  of  the  gentry,  and  of  the  people. 
The  great  principles  of  the  constitution 
are,  in  fact,  to  be  traced  in  the  frame  of 
each  branch  of  the  legislature,  as  well  as 
in  the  combination  of  the  whole;  and  the 
happy  intermixture  of  individual  interests, 
the  common  right  of  the  whole  people  to 
a  participation  in  all  the  honoutrs  and  ad- 
vantages of  the  state,  are  the  vital  energies, 
the  soul  and  spirit  of  the  British  constitu- 
tion. The  present  condition  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland  is  anomalous  in  this 
constitution,  and  repugnant  to  the  policy 
of  any  Wise  state.  The  restraint,  which 
still  exists,  cements  and  embodies  discon- 
tent, without  impairingnhe  force  or  acti- 
vity of  political  power.  Perhaps  the  re« 
straint  itself  tends  to  Increase  the  power 
of  the  body  on  which  it  acts,  by  concen- 
trating its  entire  energy  in  a  narrow  space, 
and  by  precluding  the  interposition  of  any 
c6Hateral  interest,  or  influence.  The 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  are  now  bound 
together  by  these  impolitic  restraints,  iii  a 
distinct  community,  naturally  adversie  to 
the  establishment  which  excludes  then. 
Remove' this  restraint,  and  you  dissolve  the 
ties  of  discontent ;  you  disperse  the  senti- 
ments of  disaffection;  ana  you  introduce 
the  powerful  motives  of  individual  interest^ 
to  counteract  any  combination  against  an 
establishment,  which  offi?rs  so  many  im- 
mediate advantages  of  emolument  and 
honour.  The  danger  to  the  Protestant 
establishment  in  Ireland  is  now  consider- 
able, and  must  increase  with  the  natural 
augmentation  of  the  power  and  wealth  of 
the  Roman  Catholics,  and  with  the  neces- 
tarv  augmentation  of  their  discontent, 
nnder  tli^  protracted  continuance  of  this 
invidious  system  of  exclusion. 

Their  increasing  property  in  land  and 
commercial  wealth,  their  increasing  num- 
bers in  the  army  and  at  the  bar,  their  in- 
creasing influence  of  e?try  descnption. 
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v^\ni\e  thry  shall  remain  an  alienated  and 
distinct  community,  must  be  formidable  to 
the  establishment,  which  perseveres  in  re- 
jecting their  solicitations  for  admission 
into  its  bosom. 

Their  compacted  strength  must  be  di* 
rected  against  the  Protestant  establish- 
ment, until  a  better  policy  shall  ineorpvK 
rate  the  Roman  Catholic  interests  with  the 
Protestant  power,  by  removing  the  odious 
obstacles  which  now  preclude  the  Roman 
Catholics  from  pursuing  those  objecu  of 
ambition  and  interest,  which  are  open  to 
other  subjects  of  the  crown. 

•The  noble  marquis  insisted  that  the  re- 
moval of  the  restraints  of  which  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland  complained,  could  not 
be  dangerous  to  the  Protestant  establi'sh- 
ment  in  Ireland.  He  asserted,  that  this 
liberal  and  salutary  measure  was  indis* 
pensably  necessary  for  the  security  of  the 
Protestant  establishment  in  IrelantC  which 
could  never  be  safe  while  such  a  f>rce  of 
discontent  was  arrayed  against  it ;  that 
fbrce  would  be  disatmeil  most  effectually, 
by  abolishing  the  causes  of  di^satisfactfon, 
and  the  barriers  of  exclilsion. 

It  had  been  suggested,  that  no  hop^, 
could  be  entertained  of  appeasing  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland;  that  their 
demands  had  increased  with  the  conces- 
sions already  made  to  them;  and  that 
their  ambition,  lust  of  power,  of  emohi- 
ment,  and  dominion,  were  inordinate* 
boundless,  and  insatiable.  What  was  the 
proof?  They  had  been  admitted  to  the 
ri^bt  of  property,  and  to  thd  elective  ftha- 
chise,  and  they  were  so  insatiate  as  to  as* 
pire  to  the  capacity  of  representing  in 
parliament  the  property  which  they  pos- 
sessed. They  had  beeti  admitted  to  the 
bar,  and  they  wished  to  serve  the  crown; 
to  he  of  the  King's  counsel ;  to  become 
judges  and  chancellors  ;^-and  these  ex- 
travagant desires  were  deemed  certain 
proo^  of  hostility  against  the  state.  Be- 
cause they  wished  to  serve  the  crown;  they 
must  intend  to  destroy  it :  they  could  n<A 
desire  to  reach  the  seals,  for  any  other 
purpose  than  to  overthrow  the  throne. 
They^  were  permitted  to  hold  cDmmissiom 
in  the  army;  they  had  served  with 
valour,  and  glory ;  shed  their  blood  in 
the  cause  of  their  king  and  country ; 
beheld  the  inspiring  example  of  their  own 
native  countrymen,  leading  British  armies 
agaiiist  the  common  enemy,  and  arresting ' 
the  progress  of  France  in  the  full  career  oF 
her  fury;  and  they  Were  infected  with 
the  criminal  ambition  of  desiring  to  emo* 
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]at6  tfae  illustrious  sons  of  Ireland,  under 
whom  they  had  fought,  and  bled,  and  con- 
quered ;  of  hoping,  ultimately >  to  direct 
the  armies  in  which  they  had  so  glorious- 
ly served ;  and  to  devote  to  their  country, 
ifh  the  command  of  her  troops,  those  at- 
tainmentSy  which  they  bad  lal>oriously  ac- 
quired in  the  subaltern  branches  of  her 
service. 

Were  these  unreasonable  or  Inordinate 
desires  ?  Was  this  criminal  ambition  ? 
.  These  wishes  were  the  most  substantial 
proofs  that  the  Roman  Catholics  enter- 
tained a  true  estimate  of  the  value  of  the 
concessions  which  had  already  been  made 
to  them,  and  a  just  sense  of  the  constitu- 
tional use  of  those  advantages.  Was  it  to 
be  argued,  that  because  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics were  sensible  to  tfae  same  emotions 
of  honourable  ambition,  and  public  glory, 
which  similar  causes,  and  similar  situa- 
tions, had  raised  in  all  other  breasts,  they 
niust  have  conspired  the  usurpation  of  the 
government  of  their  country.  The  legis- 
Mture  itself  had  excited  these  sentiments; 
they  were  the  natural  fruits  of  former  con- 
cessions.—  Because  the  legislature  bad 
halted  in  its  course,  and  had  not  pursued 
with  steadiness  the  progressive  policy  of 
generosity  to  the  Catholic*^  in  which  it 
bad  advanced  so  far,  was  it  just  to  reprove 
them  for  the  necessary  effect  of  a  power- 
ful cause,  which  they  had  not  originated, 
and  which  they  could  not  controul  ? 
■  ^  Lord  Wellesley,  therefore,  could  not 
censure  the  solicitude  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics to  obtain  those  additional  advan- 
tages, which  naturally  grew  opt  of  past 
concessions,  and  which  were  almost  the 
necessary  result  of  former  gifts.  From 
this  disposition,  he  inferred  no  defect  of 
gratitude  or  excess  of  expectation.  The 
sentiment  thus  displayed  by  the  Roman 
Catholics  was  implanted  in  the  human 
heart,  and  congenial  to  the  spirit  of  eyery 
free  constitution.    • 

.  The  noble  earl  would  thus  perceive, 
that  lord  Wellesley's  opinions  on  the  con- 
dition and  claims  of  the  Catholics  were 
substantially  the  same  as  his  lordships'. 
He  trusted  |hat  he  should  not  be  accused 
of  a  spirit  of  procrastination  or  delusion, 
if  he  now  objected  to  enter  into  the  com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  of  instantaneously 
abolishing  the  restraints  under  which  the 
Romaq  Catholics  of  Ireland  laboured. 

The  claim  pf  that  body  now  appears 
under  circumstances  of  peculiar  disfavour ; 
filad  in  the  terrific  armour  of  right,  ac- 
companied by  a  defiance  of  the  legal  an- 
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thorlty  of  the  state,  l)y  a  premeditated  out- 
rage upon  the  law  of  the  land,  an(\  by  the 
most  insulting  and  contumelious  spirit  of 
intemperate  menace. 

To  a  claim  of  such  an  aspect,  parlia- 
ment cannot  yield,  even  with  justice  to  the 
claimants :  it  would  prove  a  perilous  gift 
to  them,  to  concede  any  portion  of  the 
dignity  and  honour  of  parliament,  which 
must  be  sacrificed,  if,  in  the  present  mo- 
ment, their  lordships  should  submit  to  the 
temper  and  tone,  in  which  these  demands 
had  been  urged  in  Ireland,  and  to  the  vio- 
lence, with  which  they  had  been  support- 
ed in  open  resistance  to  legitimate  govern- 
ment 

The  trials  of  the  oflTenders  against  the 
law  were  still  in  progress  in  Ireland ;  and 
the  course  of  justice  seemed  to  have 
suspended  for  a  season,  in  that  coun- 
try, the  active  solicitations  of  those,  who 
had  hitherto  conducted  the  afi^airs  of 
the  Roman  Catholics.  Even  they  seemed 
to  have  determined,'  that  the  present  mo- 
ment was  not  suited  to  the  discussion  of 
this  great  questioo ;  and  that  time  must 
be  given  for  the  return  of  tranquillity,  be» 
fore  the  voice  of  petition  could  again  be 
heard  in  a  tone,  duly  adapted  to  the  solem- 
nity of  the  occasion. 

Why,  then,  did  the  noble  earl  now 
press  their  lordships  to  a  decision  ?  After 
all  the  raffe  and  tumult  of  the  contest  ia 
Ireland,  the  storm  has  paused,  and  an  in* 
tervai  of  repose  and  quiet  bas  succeeded 
by  common  consent,  as  the  necessary  pre- 
paration of  temper  for  the  important  deli- 
beration,, which  now  approaches.  Let 
not  the  noble  earl  prematurely  interrupt 
this  calm ;  on  the  other  hand,  let  not  their 
lordships  suffer  this  vital  question  to  re- 
main dormant,  until  reviving  impatience 
shall  again  awaken  the  tempest  of  passion. 
The  claims  of  (he  Roman  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land demand  early  consideration;  in 
every  vfew,  for  every  interest,  for  everv 
opinion,  for  every  party,  the  early  consi- 
deration of  the  question  is  indispensibly 
necesjiary. 

That  consideration  lord  Wellesley  would 
meet  with  every  favourable  inclination  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  cause,  but  with  a  deter- 
mination to  tread  the  ground  of  concession 
with  circumspection  and  caution ;  to  exa- 
mine the  most  favourable  mode  and  time 
of  removing  the  existing  restraints;  to 
provide  the  securities,  which  might  be  re- 
quisite for  the  protection  of  our  sacred' es- 
tablishments in  church  and  state;  and  to 
consider  eyery  other  beneficial  arrange* 
ft 
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ment,  which  could  tend  to  give  addiiional 
happiness  to  Ireland*  or  additional  strength 
to  the^  empire  in  a  settlement  of  such  in** 
terest  and  importance. 

He  would  not  adrise  his  king,  or  his 
prince,  to  bow  the  Protestant  sceptre  of 
the  realm,  to  anjr  fictitious  pretension  of 
fight,  however  arrayed  with  violence,  or 
enforced  by  clamour :  nor  would  he  lend 
his  hand  to  close  the  gates  of  the  consti- 
tution against  any  class  of  his  Majesty's 
faithful  subjects  ;  nor  wodld  he  presume 
to  proclaim  a  sentence  of  irrevocable  and 
eternal  exclusion  against  a  large  portion 
of  the  population  of  the  empire,  under  co* 
bur  or  pure  zeal  for  the  Protestant  esta- 
blishment. In  real  affection  and  veneration 
for  that  estabrishmeiit  he  yielded  to  none  of 
those,  whose  zeal  has  been  ap  conspicuous; 
The  Protestant  establishment  in  Church 
and  State,  was,  indeed,  the  great  security 
'  ef  all  our  public  happiness  and  wel^Eire. 
Whatever  protection  of  person  or  property, 
was  enjoyed  by  any  class  of  subjects,  by 
any  sect  of  religion,  whatever  civil  or  re- 
ligious liberty  existed  among  ut,  originated' 
fcom  (he  Protestant  establishment,  was 
ffuarded  and  preserved  by  it,  would  flou- 
rish with  its  prosperity,  and  decline  with  its 
decay..  All  sects,  all  parties,  civil  and  re* 
liffioQs,  are  concerned  in  the  preservation 
of  this  great  bulwark  of  the  community. 
It  is  the  safeguard  of  the  subject,  as  well 
as  of  the  crown;  connecting  the  purity 
and  moderation  of  our  reformed  church 
with  the  regulated  freedom  of  the  people, 
and  with  the  temperate  spirit  of  our  li- 
mited monarchy.  To  this  refuge  all  have 
resorted,  in  the  dreadful  visitations  of  con- 
fusion, by  which  the  order  and  liberty  of 
this  country  have  been  so  often  disturbed ; 
and  under  this  hallowed  altar  all  sects 
have  found  shelter  from  despotism  or  li- 
ceiitiousness: 
''fl^c  taDdem  concede— Haeo  Ara  tuebitiir 
OnuMi, 

If  it  oould  biB  credited,  ^at  the  Soman 
Catholics  of  Ireland  had  conceived  the 
mmtic  imagination  of  sabverdntt  the  fair 
fabric  of  the  Protesttoc  c^oostitution  of  the 
realm,  and  of  erecting  a  papist  state,  {ot 
whatever  form)  on  the  rums  of  our  laws, 
liberties,  and  reltffion>  this  argument  would 
assume  a  very  dilkrent  aspect ;  the  point 
St  issue  would  then  be,  not  what  their  lord^ 
sliips  shdold  concede,  but  to  what  eztre- 
mi^  the  indignant  power  of  die  goveniw 
ment  should  be  urged  against  a  conspira- 
cy of  snch  nnexampled  atrecity.     Buf 


even  the  imprudent  management  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  cause  in  Ireland,  (how- 
ever reprehensible)  discloses  a  spirit  ot* 
terly  incompatible  with  such  a  suspicion. 
It  is  evident,  that  the  ambi^on,  the  desire  of 
gain,  the  restless  solicitations  of  the  Romair 
Catholics,  are  all  directed  to  advancement 
under  the  Protestant  constitution.  They 
are  jealous,  not  of  our  establishment^  but  of 
their  exclusion  from  its  benefits;  they  de- 
sire not  to  destroy  it,  but  to  enjoy  its  ad* 
vantages;  they  are  aware,  that  its  destruc- 
tion would  expose  them  to  evils,  of  far 
greater  magnitude  than  those  which  they 
now  endure.  But  they,  behold  many  be- 
nefits abundantly  showered  upon  others, 
and  forbidden  to  them ;  and  they  complain 
not  of  the  existence,  but  of  the  partiality, 
1  of  our  happy  constitution.  If  thi)  view  of 
the  temper  of  the  Roman  Catholics  was 
erroneous,  lord  Wellesley  admitted  that 
much  of  his  reasoning  was  incorrect. 

But  if  he  had  truly  described  the  settti* 
ments  of  the  great  body  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
Hcs  of  Ireland,  iltirJy  stated  their  interests, 
and  justly  urged  their  claims,  let  them 
come  forth,  and  vindicate  themselves 
against  their  own  leaders,  who  had  tainted 
the  purity  of  this  great  cause  with  f&ction^ 
turbulence,  and  disorder. 

An  interval  might  now  be  expected  of 
compari^tive  tranquillity;  let  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland  employ  that  interval, 
not  in  devising  new  means  of  violating  or 
evading  the  laws,  or  of  insulting  and 
vexing  the  legal  government ;  not  in  for- 
tifying their  claims  with  new  armaments 
of  right,  or  menaces  of  force;  but  in  com- 
posing and  allaying  the  ferment  so  unpra% 
pitious  to  the  f^vouraUe  settlement  of  this  ^ 
question. 

Instead  of  accumulating  causes  of  irri- 
tation, let  them  endeavour  to  mitigate 
prejudices  and  jeabusies,  #hich  have  been 
exasperated  by  the  recent  indisct^ion  of 
their  own  management.  Let  them  ma- 
nifest a  sincere  desire  to  furnish  to  their 
Protestant  brethren  every  reasonable  pledge 
of  attachment  to  the  established  constitu- 
tion, and  every  practicabfo  security  for  its 
stability  and  prosperity,  la  soliciting 
the  fiyvour  of  the  law,  let  them  display  a 
spirit  of  obedience  to  the  law,  and  a  dis- 
position to  submit  with  reverence  to  legal 
aufhority. 

May  these  admonitions  be  received  in 
the  conciliatory  sph*it^  in  which  they 
are  uttered ;  and  nay  the  returning  sense 
of  duty  and  afi^ction  avert  the  perils  of 
dvii  diicorf ;  restore  the  disturbed  temper 
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of  the  mtion;  aad  enable,  pi^rlmmeiit  to 
consider  without  passion,  and  to  decide 
with  dignity,  a  qaestion^  yital  to  the  safety 
and  peate^  to  the  power  and  glory  of  the 
empire ! 

The  Marquis  of  Lamdoune  began  by 
observing,  that  he  sincerely  hoped  the  im- 
pression made   by  the  noble  marquis's 
ap^ch  on  his  antagonists,  would  not  ope- 
rate less  powerfully  on  his  friends.    He 
could  not  ayoid  thinking,  that  had  the 
aentiments  which  he  had  that  evening  ex- 
pressed been  communicated  in  the  cabinet 
to  his  colleagues,  it  was  not  probable  that 
tbey  would  Jiave  incurred  that  criminality 
which  miffht  now  justly  be  charged  upon 
iJbem.     He  was,  on  his  own  part,  ready  to 
profess  his  entire   acquiescence  in    the 
principle  laid  down  by  the  noble  marquis, 
^at  the  right  of  the  Catholics  to  the 
object  of  their  claims,  was  founded  on  tbe^ 
opinion  entertained  by  the  legislature  as  to 
the  compatibility  of  those  objects  with  the 
interests  and  security  of  the  empire.    So 
long  as  obvious  considerations  of  tuis  nature 
•hould  dictate  political  restrictions,  such 
restrictions  were  justifiable.     But  when 
the  necessity  that  imposed  them  ceased, 
that  moment  the  right  revived ;  and  it 
became  the  imperious  duty  of  the  lesis- 
kture,  and  of  every  individual. composing 
it,  to  take  immediate  steps  for  accom* 
plishing  its  restoration.     He  also  agreed, 
with  yet  more  cordiality,  in  another  po- 
sition, of  the  noble  marquis,  namely  that  it 
did  concern  the  best  interests  of  every 
nation  to  demolish  all  exclusive  systems, 
and   to  remove^  as  destructive  and  fatal 
distinctions,  those  institutions  that  deprived 
any  particular  class  or  description  of  per- 
sons, of  an  equal  enjoyment  of  the  be- 
nefits and  advantages  of  the  society  at 
large.     He  wished,  therefore,  to  inquire 
how,  when  urging  these  arguments,  and 
supporting    these    principles,    the -noble 
marquis  could   come    to  the   conclusion 
which  h^had  thought  proper  to  adopt. 
What  was  there  in  his  great  and  varied 
experience    in    diflferent    countries    and 
diflferent  situations :  what  was  there  in  the 
history  of  his  correspondence  with  America, 
or  in  his  negociations  in  Spain,  to  lead  hfpi. 
to  the  belief  that  if  three^million  of  inha- 
bitants might  be  safely  admitted  to  a  fu|l 
participation  of  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  their  fellow  countrymen,  there  was  no 
danger,  no  injustice,  in  continuing  to  ex- 
cjuifc  them  ?  With  respect  to  the  question 
of  time,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  no  period 
could  be  more  appropriate  for  au  ample 
(VOUXXLy 


djicuasioD  of  this  subject  than  the  present, 
whea  parliament  was  on  the  point  of  es- 
tablishing a  new  government.     With  a 
knowledge  of  the  transactions  and  events 
of  the  last  twelve  years,  and  of  the  evjls 
that  had  so  plentitiilly  resulted  from  that 
weak  or  tyrannical  system  which  had  been  . 
unfortunately  so  long  pursued  with  respect 
to  Ireland,  was  it  not  incumbent  op  them 
to  consider  at  such  a  crisis,  how  that 
system  might  be  amended,  or  its  natural 
consequences  be  averted  ?  He  was  happy 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  expressing  the 
satisfaction  he   felt  ^  at  not  hearing  any 
mention  of  one  argument  which  on  rormer 
occasions  had  been  brought  forward  in 
that  House.    The  argument  was  this,  that 
the  descriptions  given  of  the  condition  of 
Ireland,  and  of  the  claims,  the  desires,  and 
the  feelings  of  the  Irish  people  were  in- 
accurate and  exaggerated  represeptations. 
For  whatever  might  be  his  opinion  of  |he 
occasional  improprieties  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Catholics :— however  he  might  lament^ 
but  not  be  surprized  at  the  partial  excesses 
into  which  they  had  been  betrayed— ^ho 
thought  it  not  a  little  hard  to  urge  such  ac- 
cusation against  them  at  the  s^me  time 
that  their  petitions  were  disregarded,  be- 
cause it  was  alledged  that  they  exhibited 
no  earnestness,  no  anxiety  for  their  success^ 
His  own  conviction  was,  that  a  sense  of 
those  evils  and  dangers,  growing  and  in- 
creasing as  they  were,  which  haid  sprung 
out  tf  the  adoption  of  those  impolitic  prin- 
ciples of  government  that  had  prevailed 
during  the  last  twelve  years,'  did  furnish 
a  sufficient  and  satisfactory  ground  to  par-, 
liament,  to  induce  it  to  take  the  present 
occasion  for  carrying  into  efiTect  a  large 
and  general  investigation  of  the  state  of 
the   sister   country.— He    now  came   to 
that    part  of  the    speech  of  the  noble 
marquis,  in  which  he  had  endeavoured, 
to  vindicate    the    conduct  of  the    Irish 
government.      He  conceived  there   was 
in   that  conduct  evident  and  additional 
ground  to  lead  the  House  to  institute  the 
proposed  inquiry.     Was  it  meant  to  be 
said,  that  if  the  Catholics  had  infringed, 
the  law,  or  violated  the  constitution,  py 
erecting  themselves  into  a  representativt 
body,  their  assembling  without  the  as* 
sumption  of  such  a  character  was  equally 
formiclable  and  illegal  >  If  the  spirit  of  the 
Convention  act  did  not  apply  to  a  sanction, 
of  the   suppression  of  such  meetings  as 
had  been  before  held,  unsuspected  and  un- 
molested, upon  what  ground  did  the  jus-, 
tification  of  gotermnent,  in  thus  enforcing 
(2G) 
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the  prorisians  of  that  act,  rest  ?  R  was  Mt 
opinion,  that  in  pursuing  this  course^  6T«li 
btid  they  not  been  btrflled  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice, by  the  verrfict  of  a  jury,  they  Would 
soon  har^  witnessed  the  Anility  of  their 
attempt,  and  the  disappointraenf  of  their 
e^cpectations.  He  begged  leiive  to  call 
the  stteDtiofi  6f  the  House  to  the  oHgin  of 
the  ConTention  act,  and  the  circumstances 
attending  it*  The  year  wheir  that  act  war 
fitst  introduced  into  the  Irish*  partiainent> 
was  immediatelv  subsequent  to  one  in 
^ich  there  baa*  existed  a  delegation  of 
the  CalhbliQ  body ;  which  delegation  bad 
regularly  communieated  and  negociated 
#ith'  the  government  on  the  subjedt  of 
those  claims  which  they  had  been  con- 
stituted to  support.  Wiis  b*  to  beUere 
then,  that  this  same  ^orernment,  which 
b)ul  thus  openly  recognised  the  functions  of 
this  delegated  body,  did  intend  that  an 
act  passed  in  the  following  year  should 
proscribe  it  as  dangerous  and  miconstitn- 
tk>nal?  It  was  broadly  and  distinctly 
stated,  at  the  time  of  passhig  that  act,  by 
dl  its  supporters,  that  it  bore  no  reference 
Whatever  ta  the  Cathol  ic  meeting.  Among 
those  Who  gave  this"  explanation  was  one 
highly  respectable  person,  Mr.  Wolfft, 
then  Attorney 'general,  and  afterwards  lord 
^Iwarden,  who  added,  •'  God  forbid,  that 
this  or  any  other  act  should  prevent  any 
delegation  from  meeting  to  execute  a  legal 
abd  pre -conceived  onrpose.''  In  delesa- 
gation  in  a  general  sense  there  was  cer- 
tainly nothing  objectionable,  and  the*  ap* 
fbintment  of  committees  on  similar  occa- 
sions was  not  less  productive  of  convenience 
to  government  itself,  than  it  was  recon* 
cileable  to  the  principles  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  essential  to  the  rigbu  of  the  sub- 
ject. It  was,  therefore,  a  grave  and 
weighty  charge  against  the  present  go- 
yemiiient,  that  they  had  condemned  and 
raslsted  this  ri^ht.  But  what  were  their 
lordships  to  thmk  of  the  manner  in  which 
their  own  principles  had  been  adhered  to, 
and  their  own  plans  carried  into  execu- 
tion? What  were  they  to  think  of  the  de- 
Iky;  the  vacillation,  the  inconsistencies 
that  had  marked  and  characterised  their 
measures  ?  The  Catholic  Committee  was 
formed  in  May  1809,  and  it  continued  to 
meet  oninterruptedty  till  February  yill. 
Then  it  was  the  Circular  Letter  of  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Irish  government  was  issued, 
and  it  was  remarkable  that  it  was  at  the 
precise  period  when  the  Committee  were 
engaged  in  endeavouring  to  add  to  their 
mmber,  the  most  reipectiible  ctnnotcfrs 


C4M 

in  the  coiinWy,  hi  order  Co  ffite^ii'large  w 
degree  a»  was  possible,  ot  dignity  and^ 
comideralion  to-  their  proeeiBdings*  Not^ 
withstanding,  however,. thivproniolgatioir 
of  the  Irish  government,  the  Commiltatf 
afterwards  h>»Td  meetinge  in  Febraary,-in 
March,  ahd  in  JVine,  befsire  an^  ftirther 
steps  I  were  taken  for  their  dispersiom* 
They  met  openly,  th^i^  resoldtiona'wera^ 
regularly  pubUshed,  and  thiBy  pmfessed^* 
that  not  conceiving*  themselver  to*  Mf* 
under  the  scope  or  definition  oF  tbte-  pro*- 
clamation,  they  were  satisfied  that  tkeyi 
were  not  acting  in  T'mlation-  of  tlie  law;^ 
Was- it  possible  for  tliem  to  adopt  a-mortf 
regular,  oonstitntionai  or  manly  eotnrse'?-i« 
He  had  now  arrived  at  a  point  on  wliich! 
be  felt^  confident,  that  whatever  divmityt 
of  sentiment  might  prevail  with*  respect  to( 
other  branches  of  th*  anestionitherecoiild' 
b^  but  one  common  teeKng  and  opinkucr 
The  principle  be  now  had  in  hisTiewwas^- 
that  wtienever  a  government  detemmied* 
to  enforce  anr  act  against  any  particolar; 
d^smptlon  or  persons,  it  war  it*  clear  and' 
necessary  doty  to  enforce  it  with  a^striet 
conformity,  and  a*  scropulous  observances 
of  every*  usage  and  ordinary  form-  that 
had  been  esteemed  to  distingnish  a  ftasr 
constitation,  and  an  impartial  adminlitra' 
eion  of  the  laws.  Bot  what  did  the  Lritlr 
government?  A  warrant  waa  issned  under 
the  hand  of  the  Chief  Justice,  one  of 
5,^)00  magistrato^  and  that  person  whor 
was  afterwards  to  try  the  qoestron  at  issue. 
He  did  not  mean  to  msmuat^  that  thif 
circumstance  would  have  necenarily  ope«* 
rated  to  have  given  a  bias  to  his  judgment, 
butvrhile  he  disclaimed  all  tntentionof  cast<^ 
ing  such  an  imputation,  he  would  for  a 
moment  advert  to  a  speech  delivered  in 
another  place,  by  Mr.  SecreUry  Pole. 
He  was  aware  that  it  was  not  regular  to 
refer  to  sentiments  supposed  to  have  been 
uttered  elsewhere,  but  as  this  speech  had 


since  appeared  in  the  sha|^e  of  a  pamphlet, 
and  hadf  been  generally  cironlated,  he 
would  read  to  their  lordships  a  short  extract 
from  it.— (Here  the  noble  Mar(|ttis  read  the 
extract,  the  substance  of  which  was  that 
Mr.  Welleslev  Ftde  had,  previous  to  tbt 
publication  of  his  Circular  Letter,  con« 
suited  lord  Manners  and  the  Attomev* 
General,  but  that  he  bad  not  taken  the 
ophiionofthe  Chief  Justice,  because  that 
must  have  disqualified  him  from  presiding 
at  any  future  trials  arisin|p  out  of  these 
procMdings.)  Thus,  contmued  the  noble' 
marquis,  the  aame  individual  wiio,  in 
February  ISU^&ttaU this  delicate aomty 
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ifcrtlhefwritjr^  tttt  tmxau  «f  jat&ite»  did, 
«i»ite«Mnkb<Ql  Mj  felUfviBf  »4Ay  his  la* 
' — ^•—  ^MfMTtt f the. chief  jMMGc,  «id 
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«eltitt  hhn  fmttof  S>000  wiyrtrwteij  to  be 
>the  wWpedietfhMwit  ef  hb  mtemloii.    In 


vduit^eiiis,  -too*  <wae  the  wamnt  «f  the 
«€hief  jvitiee  ^tMoed  ?  The  'tetne  ^choecn 
m^TB^mdk  at  <«taiit  to  pngedge  the  whole 
•^ttettMB^ito  decide  <HK»  the  prinoiple  At 
jMoe/Ciid  to«ThidHmte  the  condect  of  the 
yifiwiiiie«t  in  epplybg  the  ComFeation 
mcimiaLjotm  iMid  «ipreMdeiiled.nieMMr. 
DDho'Vceids  inteodaced  ioto  the  mwmmt, 
^'•mpmimttrn'^'ior.  the< purpose  of/  were 
^wotfto-heifonnd  in  the  Coavention  eot  it- 
imff,  and  vveere,  ihereibfie,  neuiCMlly  nted 
^dwoidXllhief  Joitice  Downe$,'llie  penon 
mkom,  kkmi  Ave  ^looths  ibeforc,  Mr.  >Se- 
^cretery  ^oleiweiihl'not'Ceiiiote,  lest  he 
chenfal  aeem  to  aoliy  the  «Mictitar  of  t 
joeorft  of  j«lUce»/ibr  tae-mvpoaeofdefiMrf- 
iay tbeifoceinnwnt,  ^m  df  ;€eiidemiiiag» 
ibefanilheffimieof 4riol|*  the  GolhoHc  Co«« 
dDittOB.  This,  howeTeff»'wee>Dotftil;  when 
«tileagth«tbe  ttfiel  itook  ptece,  4he  eovrse 
criopted  on  die  pert  of  the  crown  weeolto- 
•gelfaerostraoipdiMwyoadomiMMd.  Inph)- 
«eciitioo8  4if  4l|ttiuUuK,  wheietbe  down 
iMd  ^hemeoentrouieditigbt  of  peremptory 
•chdllcBge,  it  IMS  only  *oonsistcnt  withob- 
•^ioos  juitioe,  ^  todolge  some  hnitiide  of 
»tb]8'4iod  to  the  eocosod.  How  hni  the 
jOfoim  eaevoieed  its  ,prsTtloge  on  this  oc* 
^cosiop  ?  Twenty-lhffee  pereons  wore-ofatd- 
leogod  wilho«it<ony  oBdse  oeeigaedt  and, 
«•  it wercf  hi ifovaetfiihiest of itheright of 
i|be<!hthDlics  to  be  Irsed  hy  a  jmry  com- 
poiod  in  the  one^udf  of  fthetr  own  body. 
Wii  this  aetii^  in  a^maaiierthatbclokeB- 
ad  the  Kbcialitv,  4he  candonr,  the  joetice, 
^Rrtiioh  ooght  always  ito  mark  thoioondnct 
of  a  BritMt  government  ?  iie  had  anider- 
itood  thi^  mcie  was  a  want  of  respect 
ifaawn  HI  the  mode  io*whidh  the  iatention 
cfitfaelftth  admmislration  had  4Mrat  heen 
notified  «o>lhe  heads  of  tfaedethoKc  Com- 
liord  Fmgall  did  not  rcceiire  his 
s4ili  the  day  on  ^whioh  die:p«QOlania- 
alien  was  iswrnL^iie  thoa||ht  tbefc  was 
ihan  in  ^tha^JcnisiMig  sitoatioa  of  IrehuMi, 


CBa^jemsting 
4be  •measori 


-and  in  4be  meaBorei  adopted  by 
fopsmmei^  of  that  ooantry,  strong  and 
«aiofccioiy  jfoandft  ibr  |;oing  mte  the 
psupoeed  ^Momittoc.  fk  heliaaod 
ihi^  •the  Caiholice  -had  been  aajnimd 
km  m  Brotestant  jory,  and  that  the  4k^ 
4feoliic  tNNly  did  stand  aoqatlted  m  the 
aight  of  fheir  iVoisetant  brdhven.  ile 
imiewBd  thai  a  genesid  and  growing  do- 


Jandfto  tee  their  Catholic  coiaitrynien 
admitted  toa.fullportic^pationof  the  coo- 
stitatien*  It  was  hie  oaraest  hope  that 
this  emnaple  of  ratiacted  ^rcor  and  coo- 
qoered  piijadice  wopld  hare  a  sahitary 
opemtion  apon  the  minds  and  the  preja* 
dices  of  thd  Ptotestantf  of  this  coantry. 
Hetrasted  thatiSiMlMid  wooU  not  persist 
in  blindiag  herself  to  the  dictates  of  an 
eoUnged-and  liberal  .p<dioy»  or  boohsti- 
nalejgr  bent  on  the  mMotenance  of  io- 
jnrieai  mamims  and  mischieToos  aaimosi- 
ttes^  ibat  4hat  on  the  contrary  the  time 
wottid  soon  arrive  whan  they  should  only 
be  reoMaibeeed  /to  h«ro  been*  There  had 
onqneationahly  been  abandant  opporta* 
ni^  to  operale  on  the  fieelHins  of  the 
Catholics,  to  ioflame  their  mtadii  and  t^ 
provohe  their  disoooteola;  yet  where 
'Wove  tboy  tp  'look  lor  the  manifesto- 
tico  of  any  sacbeffect.  It  was  not  at  hoalo 
initheir  domestic  character  as  citiaens,  or 
in  their  coaduet  in  the  armies  in  Spain 
and  Portugal.  I1)is  oonaideration  sorely 
should  have  weight  with  their  kmiships^ 
and  it  wM,peouliarly  deserving  at  theaamo 
time  of  their  lemembranoe,  that -the  laws 
as  they  now  stood  wese  not  calcaiated  la 
exclude  the  atheist,  whom  no  laws  were 
likely*  to  bind,  or^the  bigot,,  who  oti like 
the  Catholic  lefased  to^renouooe  hueirem, 
or  to  listen  -to  eoneiction ;  but  ithat  th«gr 
did  aeive  to  exclude  and  stigmatiae  those 
•  honoarahle  and  oonscieatioasmeo»  who^re- 
irned  to  barter  the  religion  4>ftheir'forefa- 
thorsfor  obieetsoVrteroporal  ambition,  and 
a|[aiast  the  justice  of  whose  claim  no  sias 
either  moral  or  poliiioal  could  be  adduced. 
The  Sari  of  ^Cavy^fiPTt  argoed  to  itt^omr 
of  the  motion, -oontending,  that  it  was  of 
irital  importahdeto  the  empire ;  and  that 
at  sach  a  momentoas  crisis.  asHhe  ipresefit, 
the  floaatry  ought  not  i\o  he  deprive  of 
the  actire  and  <hearty  co-opesation  of  lo 
lar^  a  portion  <of  its  population.  The  ee- 
cnrity  or^ef^ny  :free  .gotvernment,  and  Its 
!€haractoristicaeupei[iority  o¥ere«ery  other, 
consisted  in  the  feeliag  as  well  asaokaow- 
lodgment  on  the  part  ^f  the  saints  of 
euoha  country j  that^hey  had  an  intereat 
in  its  atate  and  its  maintenance.  Let  no- 
ble lords  look  at  Ireland,  and  this  manner 
in  which  it  had  been  •ruled  from  time  im- 
memorial, and  he  need  not  then  ask  them, 
if  it  were  possible  >thBt  the  Irish  people 
^caohl  eatenain  such  a  aentimem  as  that 
which  he  had  described  towards  the  go- 
aemmenjt  of  England?  Why  had  this 
joootttcf  teen  so tongable  tocentend  with 
imswng|wi4if<nwi^  hat  baeaosa  jaaihad 

4k  ' 
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derived  from  our  ancestors  a  system  of 
govemoleiit  founded  on  common  consent, 
and  which  every  individual  felt  that  it  was 
his  interest  to  maintain  ?  To  this  band  of 
unite<|  freemen  let  four  millions  of  Irish 
be  added,  and  the  empire  might  bid  de- 
fiance to  the  hostility  of  the  world.  After 
what  had  been  given  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland,  it  would  bt  impossible 
long  to  withhold  that  which  had  not  been 
given.  They  had  been  admitted  to  some 
rights.  They  had  been  admitted  to  vote 
for  members  of  parliament,  and  to  boy 
estates.  The  former  would  give  them  po- 
litical importance,  and»  with  respect  to  the 
latter^  as  Protestants  must  be  the  sellers, 
«nd  Catholics  would  aUnost  alwap  be  the 
buyers,  in  time  they  would  acquire  as 
great  a  preponderance  in  point  of  landed 
property,  as  they  did  now  in  point  ofpopn- 
lation*  Adverting  to  the  recent  events  in 
the  courts  of  justice  in  Ireland,  the  noble 
earl  drew  a  parallel  between  those  events 
and  the  occurrences  in  the  reign  of 
Charles,  relative  to  Ship-money,  which 
latter  the  great  lord  Clarendon  had  cha- 
racterised as  fraught  with  dangers  to  the 
country,  of  the  most  serious  and  alarming 
description. 

The  Larl  of  Westmoreland  said,  that  he 
bad  too  much  personal  respect  for  the 
noble  earl  in  whom  the  motion  originated, 
and  for  the  noble  lords  by  whom  it  had 
been  supported,  to  suppose  them  actuated 
by  any  but  a  laudable  motive.  He  had 
no  doubt  that  it  was  their  intention 
to  conciliate  the  feelings  of  the  Ca- 
tholics ;  bui  by  some  strange  error,  they 
bad  selected  every  possible  topic  of  ex- 
asperation. The  themes  on  which  they 
had  dilated  were  the  misconduct  of  the 
Irish  government,  the  discontents  in  Ire- 
land, the  causes  of  those  discontents,  and, 
in  their  opinion,  the  cure  lor  them.  With 
respect  to  the  conduct  of  ffovemment  in 
Ireland,  all  that  related  to  m%  temper  and 
conciliation  which  had  been  shewn  was 
the  merit  of  the  Irish  government  ex- 
clusively ;  but  in  the  general  conduct 
his  Majesty's  government  at  home  must 
claim  their  full  share.  It  was  the  object, 
of  the  framers  of  the  Convenfton  act,  not 
to  interfere  with  the  right  of  the  subject  to 
petition,  but  to  prevent  any  individual 
from  speaking  for  others,  or  being  the 
organ  of  any  class  of  people.  It  was  pos- 
sible that  the  Catholic  Committee  hacl  for 
some  time,  before  it  was  applied  to  them, 
come  within  the  meaning  of  the  Conven- 
tion, act...  But  fotely  it.  waanot.to  be4in- 
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puted  at  a  crime  to  the  Irish  government 
to  look  too  closely  at  the  proceedings  of 
this  Committee  until  they  assumed  a  more 
dangerous  character.  About  the  end  of 
1810,  it  was  discovered  that  theCattaoUc 
Committed  meant  to  increase  their  num* 
beni,  and  to  assume  a  representative  shape. 
As  soon  as  this  was  known  to  the  lord 
lieutenant  and  government  of  Ireland,  they 
remonstrated  with  the  Committee,  and 
sUted  to  the  well  disposed  the  evils  that 
would  arise  if  they  persevered  in  thei^  de- 
termination. The  Committee  resolved  to 
proceed.  Nothing  considerable,  however, 
was  done,  until  after  the  discussion  of  the 
Petition  of  last  year.  On  the  9th  of  July, 
the  Committee  thought  fit  to  call  an  at- 
s^mblage  of  a  larger  extent,  and  fbnned 
in  the  oatnre  of  a  representation  of  the 
CathoKc  body  ;  and  this  under  the  pre- 
tence of  framing  a  petition.  He  appealed 
to  all  who  now  heard  him,  whether  itwaa 
not  the  duty  of  the  Irish  government  to 
consult  the  law  servants  of  the  crown  on 
the  subject  ?  The  opinion  of  the  law  ser- 
vants of  the  crown  was,  that  such  an  as- 
sembly came  within  the  provisions  of  the 
Convention  act,  and  that  opimon  had  since 
been  copifirmed  by  the  court  of  King^t 
Bench.  That  the  assembly  was  illegal 
appeared  to  him  to  be  evident.  It  was 
self  elected  ;  it  met  when  it  pleased;  It 
continued  assembled  at  pleasure ;  it  raifled 
money ;  it  voted  thanks.  With  respect 
to  the  cause  of  the  disturbed  sute  of  Ire- 
land, at  that  late  hour  of  the  night  be 
would  not  go  into  a  minute  investigation  of 
it.  In  his  opinion,  it  was  owing  to  an- 
cient feuds  and  ancient  jealousies ;  to  the 
mingling  of  two  different  nations  speak- 
ing difierent  languages,  and  having  dif- 
ferent habits  ;  to  a  double  clergy  ;  .per- 
haps to  an  oppressive  state  of  the  ty thee; 
but  most  of  all  (a  cause  which  he  was  sar- 
prisedthe  noble  marquis  had. forgotten*)  lo 
the  great  proportion  of  absentee  land- 
lords. He  was  fully  persuaded  that  the 
residence  of  ffreat  men  on  their  esttttea  kk 
Ireland  would  do  more  towards  leadertota^ 
the  population  of  that  coontry  traoqait 
and  obedient  to  the  laws,  than  all  the  aso- 
tions  and  speeches  that  could  he  broaght 
forward  and  uttered,  even  vsere  they  as 
comprehensive  and  as  eloquent  as  those 
which  had  been  heard  and  spoken  that 
evening.  That  the  concession  of  the  Ca« 
tholic  claims  would  not  at  all  afiect  ti» 
great  mass  of  Catholic  popalataon  in  Ire- 
land, he  was  persuaded;  such  was  the  om- 
aion  jof  «U  ^e  Bospicti^e.  pedoiit  jn» 
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faftd  served  kif  M ajefty  in  Irelend  for 
mtfny  years;  mieh  was  also  cbe  opinion 
of  Mr*  Tone,  Mr.  O'Connor,  and  every 
rebel  and  traitor  that  had  been  apprebeno* 
ed  in  Ireland  for  many  years.  A  very  great 
change  of  opinion  also  mnsi  have  taken 
place  in  the  minds  of  the  noble  lords  op- 
posite, on  this  subject.  When  a  right 
non.  gentleman,  now  onfortoaately  no 
more  (Mr.  Fox),  was  in  office,  they 
thonght  that  the  state  and  temper  of  the 
times  were  not  fit  for  a  discussion  of  the 
Catholic  claims.  After  the  death  of  that 
right'  boo.  gentleman,  the  session  passed 
away,  and  no  mention  was  made  of  the 
claims.  The  nobl^  lords  opposite  were 
anbseqnently  willing  to  decline  bringing 
them  forward,  in  oraer  to  effect  the  great 
purpose  of  their  staying  in  his  Majesty's 
cponoils.  If  he  were  asked  what  was 
the  caose  of  the  general  joy  on  the  noble 
lords'  qnitting  office,  he  might  perhaps 
say  thai  it  was  the  general  sense  of  their 
inefficiency.  Botif  the  noble  lords  them- 
aelves  were  examined  on  the  rack,  they 
most  declare,  that  it  was  the  satisfaction  folt 
at  the  establishment  of  an  administration 
determined  n<^  to  agitate  a  subject  which 
the  people  of  England  thought  mischiev- 
ous in  the  extreme.  In  1810,  the  noble 
lord  (Grenville)  publicly  and  distinctly 
stated,  that  in  his  opinion  the  temper  of 
.  the  country  was  not  fit  for  the  agitation  of 
the  Catholic  question,  and  the  noble  lord 
declined  bringing  forward  that  question. 
But  it  seemed  that  since  that  time,  the  case 
was  completely  changed.  At  the  former 
period,  when  the  Catholics  were  anxious 
on  the  subject,  the  noble  lords  dissuaded 
them  firom  bringing  it  forward :  but  now 
the  noble  lords  wished  to  bring  it  on  whe* 
tber  the  Catholics  liked  it  or  not.  What 
alteration  had  taken  place,  to  justify  this 
change  of  opinion  ?  kad  not  the  Catholics 
attempted  to  beard  covemmeut  ?  Had 
4hey  not  attempted  to  beard  parliamjent  ? 
Had  they  not,  in  their  various  publications, 
touched  OB  every  topic  of  a  serious  and 
alarming  nature  ?  There  did  not,  however, 
eeem  to  be  much  eordialitv  between  the 
Catholics  and  t)ie  noble  lords ;  their  names 
were  never  mentioned  in  the  Dublin 
papers  in  the  advertisemenU  of  the  Ca- 
tholic Committee.  He  had  enquired  the 
reason,  and  he  had  been  told  that  the  Ca- 
tholics did  not'  wish  those  noble  lords  to 
auike  their  cause  the  stepping*stone  to 
power,  and  that  they  did  not  much  like 
the  checks  which  even  thoae  noble  lords 
thenaalves  thought  should  remain  upon 
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th^m.  Mnch  had  been  said  bf  the 
urgency  of  the  suhjeol.  He  did  notwtah 
to  undervalue  that  urgency ;  but  he.mual^ 
for  his  own  part,  say,  that  he  thought  th^ 
times  past  were  much  more  dangerous 
than  the  present.  After  dwelling  on  the 
inexpediency  of  conceding  their  clatma 
to  tfa«  Catholics,  the  noble  earl  concluded^ 
by  expressing  his  hearty  dissent  to  the 
motion. 

The  £arl  of  Moira  said  he  would  not 
folbw  the  noble  earl,  who  had  just.sa^ 
down,  in  the  line  of  argument  bo  had 
adopted ;  nor  would  he  advert  to .  th^. 
many  transactions  on  which  he  had  ea^Mi. 
tiated  at  ffreat  Ic^ngtb,  as  they  were  like^ 
to  come  before  their  lordships  in  another 
capacity.  But  the  noble  earl  hadsaid* 
that  he  saw  no  groumfo  laid  to  agree  to 
the  motion  propoeed.  Was  this  argument 
admissible,  when  the  motion  went  no  far- 
ther than  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  grounds  which-  had  oeca-> 
sioned  the  present  state  of  irritation  in 
Ireland  ?  Had  not  the  noble  mover  given 
sufficient  reasons  for  appointing  a  Com- 
mittee, when  he  had  affirmed,  that  in  his 
mind  he  never  knew  the  state  of  Ireland  to 
be  so  truly  alarming.  But  in  the  eyes  of 
the  noble  earl  whb  spoke  last  every  thing 
was  perfectly  safe,  every  thing  perfectly 
quiet  in  that  country.  It  might  appear  so 
to  him ;  but  he  would  tell  the  noble  earl 
that  it  was  the  stillness  which  preceded 
the  storm ;  it  was  the  fire  concentrated 
bursting  afterwards  with  irresistible  fury» 
and  threatening  the  surrounding  country 
with  general  destruction.  The  subject 
was  so  portentous,  as  a  noble  friend  of  his 
(lord  Grenville)  had  expressed  himself  on 
a  former  night,  that  it  must  force  itself 
into  notice,  it  must  imperiously  call  forth 
the  attention  of  their  lordships.  It  were 
foUy  and  blindness  to  suppose  that  it  could 
be  delayed  any  longer — it  had  been  de- 
layed too  long.  The  noble .  earl  had  es^ 
tablished  many  nice  distinctions  about 
rights— he  knew  but  one,  that  .which  sepa- 
rated natural  from  political  rights.  The 
former  constituted  the  birth-right  of  every 
British  subject— they  consisted  in  aneqwil 
participation  of  the  blessings  of  the  con^ 
stitotion  with  his  fellow-citiaens,  and  they 
could  not  be  forfeited  but  by  a  legal  jud  j^ 
ment  pronoimced  against  an  individual  for 
some  crime,  and  not  by  sweeping  statutes 
against  unborn  f^tnet^t^om.  .  Political 
riffhu  were  of  a  different  nature :  they  re- 
sulted from  political  arrangements,  and 
the  BomaaCetholics.uC  Ireland  had.iiev«r 
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ni«d  ih^mtmmty  of  AoMifMiti€al.4»' 
tbty  ^dhwHtd  ihst '«  .dWb- 
in  rank-wMoectaiary-iB^vray^n* 
f|dl«lff^«ocitly ;  theyAhly'MliedfQribeir 

«M  BtfitoBs  by  «ur«llachBMiittoo«r  riobii, 
•ad  .we  aik  for  a  fMurtiGvpation  in  ^moM 
^irfatohwe  ovgbt  to  ^bore'Wtlh  y«oa,*bnt 
mAMk  me-  wijottly  wilkhokl  mun  m." 
This  was  what  they  felt,  and  what  every 
«iaa««glit  to  feel.  They  never  did  act, 
«Mr  wereliiejrtlienaoting.wtth  oontwnely, 
m  'tbey  knew  it  weald  be  defeating  the 
^jeol  ^ey  bad  most  at  heart.    They  bed 
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poriMMei,  iwere  *»  .b«qr  itn  cfwAiag  mil- 
;gio«i  iainmirie^  lo  bewaie  4u>w  tbey 
'IMreeeeded  io.lbet  work  of  daiteeis;  tbey 
.Mi^jfateaise  a*epieit  which  tbey  eonid  not 
.ooi^ttie4ow»iagain;  >hey  mi§bt >cieeto a 
eafeeftt'OfQpiBioa,  which  rtbey  afterwards 
cenldnet  oontro),»and  which  woaM'awofp 
•them  away,  along  wi^  theestabliihienis 
they  inshed^Uvpreleet.  iH^ieieatabltsbed 
'Oharch  ^was  4e  eat  itself  in  Ofen  hoslsftiiy 
against  alltlHssenlen.;  ifUwes  tovcallto 
>its  assiitawie»peoalaiatates>rand^|Mnr«r| 
.pabliCiopittioB,/wss  it  notfoatond  iiD-.ihe- 
■epprestsdito  wish  lerftheio«erthnMr^4he 
•oppresser  ?  Ifcthe  fiooan  (Oafbolicsiowee 
could  sey  to>^he  esitbliriMd  ^nreh^ 
"¥<m  see  net  satiefted  with  Ahe  aikMh. 
rtages  you  leaj^roeer  «s,Fbetiy<eu  naesdl 
yenrdfcrtS'to.dirsot  the^etieem  af  po^ 
•lie  opiiHon  'agsiaBt  mn,  so  las  to  'defNite 
m.ofoar'fnndeabiled.pQlilicel  >rights;''  ;it 
cwoqU  be  a  elaader  on  iinonn  awtese  ito 
eay  that'iheyiindino  tight  .to  stteaipt'She 
emession  .of  she  oppeessing  peswr.  St 
WIS  osi  ^ese  ^inoiplasttbat  iBogleBd  as« 
Mvted  her  independence',  ttbeicaase  of^ber 
pcesentcgveatness.  Civil -and  teligioas  tt- 
•  ber^  always  went iwiid  in^ndyioidigaffe 
matnal  tsopport  ito  each  other,  and  ibis 
lordship's  most  esrnest  wishes  «were,  ito 
'See  that  admirable  combinstien  tfttendtd 
ttotevery  part  of  the  enpire.-«*-The  noble 
eerkreminded,  bceidesi  thpsaover^stnnaoes 
•supporters  of  the  tChorch  'of  (England, 
(wbieh •was:by  ^no  meanis  threatened,  that 
•all  oblHcobes  trastinc  for  .support  to  tswi- 
ponl  •p^«r,  w«rUak  iTumDMh^s. 
and  liable  4o  iaUxwben'tbe  propwas  talwa 
Away.  As  aoiillostnation,  he  would  men- 
tion the  -p^Mtnt  state  of  the  .ebeioh  of 
Rome,  d^be  Roman  poatiffsaw  under  :bis 
jpisitoal  sway  a  ^peat  part  4xf  eontinental 
lEarope ;  ibut  his  autmyri^  was  ibonded 
on  temporal  power ;  the  unsteady  ibasis 
was  swc|>t<airay  ^  sufpedor  fotce,  and  the 
Pope  wos<a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  4he  , 
French.  The  inoble  >ewl  ifaad  iheasd  a 
gseat  deal  about  ^irocrestinatieii,  a  word 
invented  ^  teirjrefs,  and-dwek-upon  with 
much  |»omp.  I^  \>y  that  woni,  was  sneent 
»only  she  ^toy  necessary  to  iaipMre  mi- 
nutMT  into  the  ^question,  4iis  lordship 
woida  B^t  oertainly  press  for  omnsaal 
.speed,  bntiie  deemed  it  tbe  daty  jof  ithe 
noble  lords toagese with  the motionofhts 
noble  friend  to  gotinlo  a  commitiee,  sshieh 
woaMaffisrdfttQ  4ime  fereober  imfuiry, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  prove  ito  sbe  'Ca-* 
rthdlies  ef  teUnd,  that  she  Aouse  was 
aliee  ito  tfasir  inlereste.   ffe  waaU  emt 


ny  addressed  ^  their  lordships  i with 
4ne  huminty,  and  they  wbuM  eoaftinaeto 
A>'So4o  the  last;  they  were  willingto  re- 
««eive'as.atboon'from  their  generosity ^hat 
4b^  mlg^t  otherwise  expect  ilirom  their 
gnstMC*  The  noble  earl  bad,  indeed,  re- 
•ptesentad  the petitionsof  the  JEtemantCa- 
^bolicsof  behind  4wtthewwork.ofa.party; 
•bua^wbat  would 'he  eay-to  those  petitions, 
An  tbe«same  >obfect,  .presented  by  their 
»Bpotestent  ^soontrymen?  This  was  >wil- 
^Anlly  shatting  their  eyes  against  iSbe  «ei- 
fence  of  trudi.  If  Ireland  was  of  aoch 
'importance'to  tbe^vital  interestaof  tbeem- 
tpire,  and  what  man  could  possibly  deny 
At,  how  was  he  to  <|aalify  the  conduct  of 
tbe  noble  lords  who  .by  harsh  msosores 
aought  to  create  'discontent  in  that  coon- 
»iry,  and  thus  to  ^ree  a  brave. race  of  men 
entotheiarms>of<mrin!veteffate(fee}  Noble 
years  on  'the  other  side  knew,  or  thev 
4»^ht>totknow,  the  activity^  Buonaparte, 
"bis  ability  in  ^laying  down  his  plans,  bis 
fMTSeverance  in  carrying  them  into^aecu- 
4ien,  and  yet  Sbey  did  not  aeem  to  oon- 
aider  the  •danger  which  would  threaten 
ahis  country,  ifdtechtnen  as.the  Irish  were 
«iice  goaded  'by  injustice,  topbce  them- 
selves under  his  guidance.  Was  England 
ao'throw  away  1^  main  strength,  when 
•tiie  most  ardueus'peft  of  ^he  contest  »wbs 
•yettocome?  Wasshe  to  throw  her  breast- 
^te  away  before  she  bad  rightly  entered 
-Ihe  lists*?  'But  it  seemed  that  if  ^xmces- 
aions  were  gnmted  totbe Roman<Gatho- 
lics,  dangers  were  apprehended  to  the 
Chsircb  of  Inghmd.  These  dangers  he 
t)eMideredas  imaginary,  and  So  <berealhied 
^y<by  the  refusal  ef  these  very  coneas- 
aioas.  On  tbe  •other  band,  it  ted  been 
atatedf  that  IbO'publicopiaioB  inshis4Kmn* 
4pf  vrassiot  so  much  in  fovouraf  Ibefio- 
eDant€atholic  claims  as  it  had  been  -Ibv- 
-nsedy.  Hie«oble'lord  knew  bow  thcee 
•swtifieisi  fadings  had  beeniexeitod;  and 
lM«aaliisBad«bemeni  whe^ibrtbeir  own 
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Mlow.lUeaoblrearliii^tbestraift  ofcuf^ 
turns  argvmentr  and  gaoeral  reerinMation 
lie  bad  ado|Mtd.  TbM  could  onl^  teod  to 
pecplcx  the  HoiHe>  to-inorcMe  aniraotkMi 
and  to  widen  the  breach,  tili  a^  lasl,  it 
Wo«kl  beeome  irrepamblef  uid  then  thia 
cotmtrjr  would  hare  t»  OHHini  <$ver  the 
min  of  the  BritUh  empire; 

Lord  3htigraiioe  beU«itt4  that-  if  the 
HoiMe  went  into  a  comoiitiee  they  weaM 
goj  there  not  to  deliberate)  bet  to  sorfender 
tt  discretion  :  to*  surrender  the  church^  of 
Sngfand  to  the  catholic  dominion ^  It  b** 
cMie  them  then  to  consid^  whethisr  it  was 
wonh  whii<»  to  do  any  tfaifig  for  the  chereh 
of  £ttgiand;  or  whether  we  should  sapinety 
renderup  those  privileges  and'rigbta  she 
yeeeived  from  our  ancestort^  tie  had 
always  been  duposed  to*  grant  every'  in* 
dttlffence  to  the  Roman  (Srtholics^  of  Ire* 
Hmd  :  be  had  idways  baeil  disposed  to 
grant  them  every  riftht :  bothe  was  not 
prepared  to  go  the  length  which  some 
noble' lerd9siffimed  to  iie:  his  was*  not  that 
tiolent  '*  love  wbieh  oet-ran  the  pauses  of 
reasoBi''  There  was  a-  something  in  the 
Honnm  Catholit  church'  which  made  it 
dslBgeroosio  concede  to  any  of  its  chihnv. 
Tfiisbadbden  its  chafacter  in  all  ages, 
and'  thia  was-  iu-  character  now.  If  was 
stiU  under  the- spthtuai"  direetion  of  an 
authority,  wMcb  authority  itself  was  sub* 
jtetedtotlirecotttroulofB^Kmaparte:  and 
winrt  oifgbt  not  such  a  union  produce,  in« 
jurious  to  this  country  ?  Bat,  he  would 
asl^  if  every  thhts  vfete  *  granted  to  the 
BtmranCalhoKcs^whkh  the^r  now  demand* 
was  it  in  hmnan  nature  that  they  should 
stbp  short  there  ^  Would  the  fillings  of 
die  clergy,  or  of  the  lahy;  permit  this  ? 
Wtmld  they  not  aftewsardr  seek  the  same 
participation  of  honours  in  th^  chtrrch 
whtdi  they  now  require  in  civil  and  mi- 
Itary  ofBdes  ?  We  sbouU)  not  shut  our 
eyes  to  thss-  danger^  white  we  were  so 
sensibly  alive  to  the  probaUe  aKenation  of 
four  millions  of  people.  These  were  his 
sentiments,  and  he  should  tfahik  he  betrayed 
bis  duty  to  that  House;  his  duty  to  his 
sovereign,  and  his  duty  to  himself,  dht  he 
not  freely  deHver  them.  He  should  be 
at  aH  times,  and  under  all  circumstances^ 
adverse  from  goinr  into  a  committee,  wHh- 
out  any  outline  of  what  plan  was  to  be  pur« 
sued,  as  it  could  only  tend  to  excHetheex* 
pectattons  of  the  pcfople  of  Ireland,  with- 
out, perhaps,  ofierhig  any  certainty  of 
doiuR  that  whkh  they  would  anticipate. 
,  He  thought  it  necessary  that  a  standf  sfabtfld 
be  made  where  we  now  were  j  nor  couM 


he  cesMant  to*go  any  fivther^  till  he  mm 
convmoedthat  itwaa  abeonrwhicbMtheyi 
ask^^  and  that  th^  would  be'  satisfia* 
with' what  waatotbegranled* 

Lard  Bnkum  cKprMedhis  suvprise  that 
thensotienof his  neble  fmnd'  shouW*  bw 
objeoled'to,  beeause^berewas  no  vetseweit 
peikioo  of  the  CathoKca  bafonrtha  Heaaai; 
Thai  yevy^  cireomaianea,  kiliis  tuMj  «B«d# 
the  piaaiii  SDomentttte  nMua  annpideea 
farcOMideriifi^  thtftw  Ii  vmg*  mdrnkmi 
that  the  fttitaoostwara  now  pfepatitfg'ia^. 
every  part  of  Ireland,  and  migm-bO'exii 
pected  to  be  saofti  praiaad  opoA*pai1Sa«» 
ment  with  all  the  btmarnasa  of  mwMvMI 
and  disappointed  suflfciiBy;  aanlt  Matiyi 
notfaiBg  oettM  be^  mere^  abaurdi  in  thcf 
nvautba  of  these  who  raihsid  tO'  liaNarw 
the  Clfaolica'wfcen  they  bssisgtdmp^til 
their  connplainis^  thai  tlMvu'  w«fO  na# 
no  coaip4aHiu*befcra«KM-We  ware  aikatf 
on  the  coBtr«yv  by  hie  nobler  frieodi 
for  that  very  i UtfiP  snonamaausiy  w^Mm» 
sider  the>entk«  oeodittoiii  of  IralaMl,iil 
order  ttat  oar  polief  tovi«fds>  Imt  mighf  / 
hBVa"allthe  booamnig  grace  of  dufefaiift 
ToluBtaiy  josiicefci^Most  of  tba  diffieolttai 
whlcb^w«re  now*  praased  agaittst'  tfaa-  Ct^ 
thelki,  and  whidi  Unrblved- the  vrholtf 
cMpite  inso  much  dagger  ai  tMa'  ^MeA 
pef4adi  had  aHaen^firomtlwlaMg  aamtaaai 
obitfttuey  of  retokig  evcsi  tor^  eonrtdfei* 
their  casei^Iil  the  M^nningr  wis  bMfA 
notfaAtfg  of  theV«to,  nertof  any  othaitaww; 
the  Catholics  Isiaked  up  to  usvflthGOflfti' 
dence  and  hope  at  no^very  diaiMM;  perMi 
and  all  that  couM  be  iMfW  complained  of 
against  thett'was*  the  supposed  blMab  of 
a  law,  whidtipif  broken.  It  waa  plain  tlw)* 
did  not  intend  to  disobcry.  ThaMiva#iMi 
thinff  in  tbe  Comwissieners'  Speedh'  ow 
tha  Snt  day  of  the  Sessfien;  reiM«sentiM|f 
Ireland  to  be  in  any  ataie  of*  disorderrah 
quirhig  even  the  nettor  of  ^HtiHiatfQ^ 
which  WW  a  demedstrttitothat  govema 
ment  did  not  impute  any  ti^sasoHable  dl^ 
si^  td  the  Calhelio  body,  bat  oitly  thtf 
nnseonstruetion  of  a  law,  whith  the  t¥mm 
in  Ireland  were  settliiig '  in '  the  ordintt^ 
course  of  lega>  proceedmga^ 

He  went  alenvwllh  the  noble- i«ai««l# 
opposite  (Weflesley),  in^  the  yltfvrfartait 
taken  of  the  subject  withp-somyclflbaHihy 
and  eloquetfee.  H^  (toiKi'  Btakinfe)  atew 
ceded  to  all  h)s  prinetfkw;  and  oiKly  dij^ 
f^red  fVoitt  him  otr  thtt^  fact*  wflMf  tJtm 
noble  marqali' had  opposed  as^lxriMify 
obstacle  tothe^ii)tfittedkt#i0«mitd«iraii6ti>eff! 
the-Catfablic  daimri.  l%e'  nobie^vftifqiir 
had  objected'  to*  caifiidi»^itfg  thtor^pe^ 
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lions  df  sobjecu  who  were  teekiog  to  ob* 
tain  redress  by  a  dangerous  and  systematic 
disobedience  to  •  tbe  law.  As  the  noble 
marqais  put  tbe  case»  there  were  no  peti- 
tioos  in  -progress,  but  a  conspiracy  to 
•Terawe  the  government.  If  this  state  of 
things  could  be  made  out,  he  would 
join  the  noble  marquis  in  all  the,  opposi- 
tiob  he  had  given  to  the  motion ;  but  he 
positively  denied  the  charge  against  the 
'  Catholic  committees,  and  maintained  that 
Ibe  Irish  government  had  unjustly  prose- 
cuted them. 

What  had  been  intended  by  the  Irish 
parliament  when  they  made  the  law  he 
ahoold  not  meddle  with ;  it  was  not  a  mat- 
ter within  his  own  knowledge,  but  the  act 
lay  before  him,  and  he  apprehended  that 
lie  was  as  well  qualified  to  deal  with  its 
legal  tonstroction  as  a  penal  statute,  as 
Ibose  who  had  construed  it  against  the 
Catholics.     There  was  one  rule  in  the 
construction  of  statutes  which  had  been  but 
too  often  departed  from  by  the  greatest 
judges  from  an  anxiety  to  do  complete 
justice,  but  Which  could  never  be  departed 
fix^m  without  tbe  utter  destruction  of  all 
thai  oonstituted  the  superior  value  of  the 
written  law«     The  common  law,  which 
Iras  the  custom  of  the  realm,  could  only  be 
known  by  the  decision  of  the  judges,  but 
m  statute  was  always  present  to  speak  for 
itself:  if  its  language  would  bear  two  con- 
structions, judicial  decisions  would,  and  un- 
doubtedly ought  to  consecrate  the  worst 
construction  until  the  legislature  inter- 
fered by  a  declaratory  law  on  the  subject ; 
but  if  it  could  bear  but  one  possible  con- 
atructioQ  without  the  violation  of  all  its 
language^  no  judgment  or  judgments  of 
courts  ought  to  be  permitted  to  oppose 
that  construction ;  still  more,  if,  as  in  the 
present  instance,  only  one  judgment,  and 
^11-open  to  appeal,  had  been  given  upon 
m  statute  of  our  own  times.     But,  what- 
ever difierences   of   construction    might 
have  divided  learned  men  upon  statutes 
qegnl^ting  property,  which  were  necessa- 
rily technical  in  their  language  by  re- 
ference to  tenures  and  other  civil  distinc- 
^ons,  which  often  occasioned  ambiguity, 
die  same  difficulties  could  never  present 
themselves  in  the  construction  of  penal 
•tatutes;    above  all  of  a  penal  statute 
which  was  to  regulate  the  conduct  of  the 
iiilletterad  multitude,  and  to  punish  them 
fin*  a  breach  of  it    There  not  only  sound 
pMolicy,  but  common  honesty  and  common 
Mue  demanded  that  you  should  speak  to 
tBf  fUDllitQde  in  popular  language.     It 


was  a  noted  badge,  of  tyrahny  Uiat  Jaws 
were  purposely  hung  up  so  high  as  not 
to  be  legible  ;  but  in  such  cases  men  must 
read  at  their  peril,  and  tb^  reading  was  at 
least  practicable;  but  when  laws  wer^. 
distorted  by  arbitrary  constructions  against 
their  plain  letter,  there  could  be  no  possi* 
ble  safety  for  a  people. 

The  Conventbn  act  was  made  to  pre- 
vent and  to  puuish  seditious  assemblies  of 
persons  delegated  by  large  bodies  of  the 
people,  who  thereby  und^r  colour  and 
pretence  of  petitioning  for  redress  of 
grievances,  were  in  fact  conspiratora 
against  the  government,  by  overawing  its 
deliberations.  This  was  the  offence  at* 
tributed  to  lord  George  Gordon,  and  hia 
multitude,  in  1780,  wl^n  he  (lord  £.)  waa 
counsel  for  that  noble  lord,  who  was  in- 
dicted for  high  treason.  This  also  was 
the  accusation  against  the  prisoners,  for 
whom  he  had  been  also  counsel  on  tbe 
State  Trials  at  tbe  Old  Bailey,  still  well  . 
remembered.  They  were  all  delegates  of 
large  bodies  of  people  petitioning  for  re- 
form of  parliament.  But  was' the  delega- 
tion the  crime  ?  or  was  it  even  thoueht  of 
as  any  offence  whatsoever?  No;  if  the 
Relegation  had  been  an  ofience,  his  nobla 
and  learned  friend  on  the  woolsack  need 
not  have  spoken  as  he  did  for  hours  toge- 
ther, to  establish  the  case  of  the  crown; 
but  the  details  he  entered  upon  were  all 
absolutely  incumbent  upon  him,  to  make 
out  the  colour  and  pretence  imputed  to 
these  prisoners ;  because  it  was  the  pur- 
pose and  design  for  which  they  were  de- 
legated, and  not  the  delegation,  which  waa 
the  enquiry  before  the  court.  The  dele- 
gation was  a  notorious  fact,  which  neither 
could  be  nor  ever  was .  questioned  by  any 
body  as  illegal. 

He  admitted,  however,  that  although 
such  delegations  by  multitudes  under  co- 
lour and  pretence  of  petitioning,  might  be 
the  only  occasion  of  the  law,  and  be  so 
recited  in  the  preamble,  yet  if  the  delega- 
tion had  afterwards  in  the  enacting  part 
been  in  terms  afterwards  prohibited,  in 
order  to  avoid  any  possible  pretences ;  ia 
that  case,  the  law  would  undoubtedly  at^ 
tach  upon  the  late  meetings  in  Ireland ; 
and  before  he  saw  tbe  act  it  had  been  so 
represented  to  him;  but  he  found  upon 
afterwards  looking  at  it,  that  oa  the  con- 
trary, after  reciting  in  its  preamble  that 
delegations  had  taken  place  not  for  bona 
fide  petitioning,  but  under  pretence  of  it^ 
and  after  having  thus  given  a  distinct  in- 
terpretation to  the  wprd  *  pretence/  as  i( 
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was  intended  to  be  used  by  tbe  legisla- 
ture, it' went  on  not  to  prohibit  all  delega- 
tions, bat  in  tbe  very  same  language  to 
wbich  it  had  itself  given  a  distinct  mean- 
ing, it  only  prohibited  delegations  under 
pretence  of  petitioning.  How  then  was 
it  p«8sible<  to  assert  in  a  court  of  justice 
that  this  law  had  been  broken  by  the  .Ca- 
tholics, without^rst  ascertaining  that  the 
Catholic  delegations  took  place,  not  for 
the  real  object  of  petitioning,  but  under 
the  colour  and  pretence  of  it.  The  same 
evil  purposes  had  been  imputed,  no  matter 
for  the  present  argument  whether  justly 
or  unjustly,  to  the  people  of  this  country, 
when  the  bill  to  prevent  seditious  assem-^ 
blies  was  passed.  But  there  the  statute 
faurly  spoke  the  intention  of  its  authors, 
and  prohibited  meetiilgs  of  persons  not 
merely  assembled  under  the  pretence  'of 
petitioning  for  reform  of  parliament,  but 
♦'  for  the  purpose  or  under  the  pretence.*' 

Whatever  differences  of  opinion  might 
< therefore  have  arisen  on  the  policy  of  that 
act,  it  laid  no  snare  for  the  people ;  and 
the  drawing  up  the  act  in  those  terms  by 
th^  law  servants  of  the  crown  at  that 
time  con6rmed  him  strongly  in  the  con- 
struction which  he  had  put  upon  the  act 
.0)1  which  he  had  been  now  comn^enting. 

Lord  £rski/ie  concluded  by  saying  that 
he  should  be^readv  to  give  up  these  opi- 
nions when  the  liouse  might  be  after- 
wards assembled  in  its  judicial  character. 
He  should  then  listen  to  the  arguments  at 
the  bar  for  a  contrary  construction,  with 
impartial  attention,  and  should  feel  no 
kind  of  embarrassment  in  declaring  him- 
self convinced  by  them;  but  as  the  breach 
of  this  law  had  been  set  up  as  of  itself  a 
complete  bar  to  entering  now  upon  th^ 
consideration  proposed  by  the  motion,  he 
had  felt  himself  bound  to  give  his  opinion 
now. 

The  Earl  of  DamUy  expressed  his  hear- 
ty concurrence  in  the  motion  of  his  noble 
friend,  wbich  had  for  its  object  the  inqui- 
ry into  a  subject,  at  the  present  moment  of 
'  paramount  importance,  and  he  advised  mi- 
nisters not  to  neglect  that  opporti^nity, 
which  might  perhaps  be  the  last  that  was 
offered  them  of  considering  seriously  the 
reasonable  claims  of  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land. Th^ir  proceedings  bad  been  stig- 
matized by  many  noble  lords  as  violent 
and  menacing.  What  threats  had  they 
held  out?  None  that  he  could  discover; 
andt  tKey  originated  only  in  the  disturbed 
and  alarmed  imaginations  of  the  advisers 
of  the  crown. .    The   Catholics  did  no( 
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threaten ;  they  remonstrated  against  an  ' 
act  of  gross  injustice,  in  the  mildest  lan- 
guage that  could  be  expected  to  be  used 
by  men  so  grievously  injured.  Sooner  or 
later  the  decision  must  be  come  to ;  Ca- 
tholics as  well  as  Protestants  would  be  free« 
and  the  coui^e  of  justice  could  not  be 
long  impeded.  He  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  true  situation  of  Ireland: 
he  desired  them  to  look  at  what  she  was, 
and  what  she  might  be :  what  she  was^ 
resulted  from  the  blindness  of  the  British 
government :  what  she  might  be,  would 
depend  on  its  restoration  to  sight.  If, 
indeed  it  was  a  country  not  worth  pre- 
serving ;  if  her  extensive  population  waf 
not  worth  satisfying^  if  Ireland  wks  t 
burden  to  England,  let  her  devdlve  under 
the  yoke  of  France,  who  would  willinely 
accept  what  Great  Britain  rejected  ?  Hif 
lordship  then  entered  into  the  proceedings 
of  the  grand  jury  and  of  the  Irish  parlia- 
ment in  1792,  attributing  considerable 
blame  to  them  for  their  conduct  at  that 
period.  He  concluded  with  giving  his 
cordial  assent  to  the  motion. 

The  Earl  of  Buckinghamthire  said,  that 
the  changes  of  opinion  which  were  assert- 
ed to  have  taken  place  in  the  minds  of 
many  Protestant  gentlemen,  instead  of 
being  grounds  for  acceding  to  the  claims 
of  the  Catholics,  were  proofs  that  the  Ca- 
tholic interest  was  paramount  in  Ireland  ; 
and  their  lordships  should  take  care  how 
tj^y  went  into  a  committee  the  conse* 
(Pences  of  which  might  be  highly  dange« 
reus.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  go  into 
all  the  legal  arguments  advanced  by  the 
noble  baron  (Erskine) ;  but  it  was  suffici- 
ent for  him  to  say,  that  the  construction 
put  upon  the  Convention  act  by  the 
judges,  was  strictly  conformable  to  what 
he  knew  to  be  the  intentioi>  of  its  framers. 
lie  entirely>  agreed  in  the  principles  laid 
down  by  the  noble  marquis  (Wellesley) 
that  if  the  restrictions  which  existed 
were  necessary,  they  ought  to  be  conti^ 
nued,  if  they  were  not,  thay  ought  to  be 
removed.  That  the  former  was  the  case, 
he  had  no  doubt,  and  nothing  coilld  give 
him  more  satisfaction  than  to  be  able  to 
entertain  a  different  opinion.  Many~ 
well-meaning  persons  imagined  that  the 
peace,  prosperity,  and  security  of  Ireland 
depended  on  the  concession  of  tbe  Catho- 
lic claims ;  but  he  believed  that  it  would 
be  the  fruitful  source  of  discord,  and  se- 
vere struggles  for  powei'.  The  noble 
earl  then  arjgued  against  the  bringing  for- 
ward the  present  nation  ai  this  jancturei 
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and  contended  that  the  Coronatron  Oath 
vfas  a  bar  against  it,  which,  according  to 
'lord  Godolphin,  was  intended  as  the  secu- 
rity of  the  people.  A  noble  lord  had 
been  reproached  with  mentioning  the 
opinions  of  the  English  people,  but  was 
hfi  to  be  denied  this  privilege  when  the 
feelings  of  the  Catholics  were  constantly 
s|>oken  of?  For  his  part^  he  never  would 
be  deterred  from  declaring  his  opinion  of 
t  measnre  which  he  considered  so  dange- 
rous as  the  present.  He  put  it  to  the 
Hpuse  whether  they  would  take  advan* 
tli||;e  of  the  continued  indispositioD  of  the 
V.ng  to  do  an  act,  which  they  knew,  from 
the  con^mencement,  had  met  with  his 
Majesty's  positive  and  uniform  refbsal. 

Earl  Grtjf  most  ably  supported  the  mo- 
tion for  going  into  a  compaittee.  H^  said 
that  he  had  seldom  before  addressed  their 
lordships  under  feel'mgs  of  greater  embar- 
rassment— not  that  there  was  any  thing  in 
the  subject  before  them  peculiarly  diflS- 
cnlt,  clouded  or  mysterious-^npt  that  he 
felt  that  there  were  any  considerations  of 
peculiar  delicacy  or  caution,  that  ou^ht 
(6  deter  him  from  a  full  and  frank  discus- 
sion of  its  merits.  And  sure  he  was  that 
l^is  embarrassment  did  not  arise  from  the 
Consciousness  of  having  to  contend  with 
any  formidable  reasoning  against  the  mo- 
tion ;  for  he  had  hitherto  listened  to  catch 
One  single  argument  against  it,  and  he  had 
listened  in  vain.  His  difficulty  therefore 
laid  in  attempting  to  answer  what  did  i^ 
admit  of  a  reply^  and  to  refute  by  argument 
what  defied  ail  argument.  Their  lord- 
ships would  beli^ve^  therefore,  that  he  did 
not^  at  that  late  hour,  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  restatipgwhat  had  been  already  so  for- 
<^Jbly  put,  and  what  there  had  not  been 
yet  even  an  attempt  to  answer;  but  he 
qould  not  sleep  quietly  upon  bis  bed  that 
night,  if  he  were  to  leave  the  House  after 
Clearing  what  he  had  heard  within  its  walls, 
without  making  his  solemn  protest  in  the 
name  of  the  united  kingdom,  against 
the  folly  and  the  madness  of  that  blind, 
^Ifisb,  and  illiberal  intolerance  which 
h;id  brought  these  countries  into  danger, 
and  threatened  them  with  no  distant  ruin. 
They  bad  heard  that  night  sentiments 
iTrom  two  noble  earls^  that  filled  him  with 
surprize  and  concern ;  concern  that  such 
sentiments  should  be  heard,  at  that  time 
of  day  and  in  that  place ;  surprize  that 
eHber  of  those  noble  earls,  could  have 
given  utterai^ce  to  them.  The  noble  earl 
who  spoke  last,  had  revived  an  argument^ 
if  argument  it  could  be  called,  ^k^c|i  it 


might  have  been  expected  would  by  thi» 
tune  have  sunk  from  obloquy  into  obnvion. 
The  Coronation  Oath  was  again  brought 
before  them.  Did  the  noble  lord  mean  to 
say  that  that  oath*  was  taken  Iqr  the  king 
in  a  legislative  capacity  ?  And  if  he  did 
not,  would  be  be  bold  ei^ough  to  contend 
that  the  oath  taken  by  the  monarch,  in  h\9 
executive  capacity,  limited,  quaK6ed,  or 
debased  the  supreme  and  paramount 
powers  of  tho  l^islature  ?  If  it  did,  h« 
asked  when  did  this  new  light  first  burst 
unon  the  noble  earl  ?  Was  the  noble  ^r| 
ilhirainated  with  Mu  ^reat  constitutional 
discovery,  at  the  time  when  be  himself 
as  lord- lieutenant  of  Ireland,  recommend- 
ed to  the  Irish  parliament  the  repeal  of 
pertain  disqualifying  statutes.  The  re- 
peal of  theso  were  as  much  and  as  direct- 
ly in  violation  of  the  principle  here  set  up, 
as  the  fbll  grant  of  emancipation  could 
be  supposed  to  be.  If  the  Coronation 
oath  bound  the  king  to  a  strict  adherence 
legislativelv  to  the  ^system  as  it  stood  at 
the  tinle  of  taking  the  oath,  then  was  the 
repeal  of  every  penal  statute  a  viola- 
tion of  that  oath.  But  it  would  be  a  waste 
of  time  to  pursue  it  further:  the  oath  had 
never  been  so  understood ;  itwasoriginalty 
designed  not  to  shackle  the  legislative 
powers  of  the  three  estates,  but  to  secure^ 
them  against  any  abuse  of  power  on  the 
part  of  the  execative :  it  was  to  defend 
the  subject  against  the  king,  and  not  to 
fornish  the  king  with  a  negative  instru- 
ment against  the  happiness  of  his  people.— 
He  should  dwell  no  longer  upon  thesge. 
absurdities,  which  he  hoped  had^en  for*^ 
gotten,  and  should  next  pass  to  the  Con- 
vention act.  A  noble  earl  had  said,  that 
the  construction  put  upon  this  act  by 
ministers  and  the  King's-bench  in  Irelana 
was,  he  was  satisfied,  the  same  that  it  was 
meant  by  the  framers  it  should  b^an 
Was  the  noble  earl  sure  of  this?  Did  not 
the  present  construction  go  to  take  from 
the  delegates  all  right  to  meet  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  petitioning  ;  aoid  wa^  it  not  noto* 
rious  at  the  time  uiis  bill  vims  in  its  pro« 
gress,  that  all  its  supporters  agreed  in  pro- 
testing in  the  strongest  manner  against  any^ 
interference  with  the  righto  of  the  CathoTO 
delegates  to  petition?  fffs  noJbJe  ami 
learned  friend  (Erskine)  bad  l>et^n  con* 
elusive  upon  this  point, although  there  was 
one  passage  in  his  very  able  speech  h^ 
which  he  cQuId  not  concur  with  hini,  and 
that  %vas  where  he  seemed  tp  think  that 
the  possibility  of  this  q^stidn  coming  bfi^ 
fore  them  by  writ  of  ercor  should  oi^k* 
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ibtni  iKMrt  ddicaie  in  cjcpreniog  their 
«eciUbieiitf  upon  it  iWn.  He  thought 
otherwiM.  For  were  they  to  coosult  their 
judicial  fybctions  onl^  ?  Had  they,  oot 
.«Uo  great  political  functions  to  exercis«» 
^Mdd  weighty  «t^e  duties  to  discharge? 
And  it  ha  siw  a  set  of  men  endeavouring 
to  strain,  pervert  and  torture  a  law  to 
their  own  mischievoas  purposes,  was  he  to 
wait  the  slow  progress  of  the  subject's 
loomplaint  to  the  ha^  of  that  House  ?  Was 
lie  to  delay  to  complain  of  it  as  a  peer  of 
INurliament,  uptil  lie  had  decided  upon  it 
«s  a  judae  i  If  ministers  were  to  quarte? 
the  guards  upon  the  city,  of  London^or  re- 
sort to  any  other  measure  of  vigouri  that 
might  be  shamelessly  extravagant,  with- 
out being  inconsistent*  would  it  be  admitted 
as  a  de^nce  that  they  crept  within  the 
tiflsitf  of  law,  though  they  had  broken 
Ihi^agh^  and  strayed  far  bejrond  sU  the 
limits  of  sound  policy  or  ordmary  discre- 
tion i  And  here  he  was  not  arguing  the 
construction  of  the  Convention  act :  they 
might  xsonstrue  it  as  they  pleased ;  but 
surely,  they  ought  to |>rove  tnat  they  were 
Tight  in  enforcing  it  ?  Suppose  the  Con* 
mention  act  was  alf  that  they  pretend  it 
was,  did  this  necessarily  justify  their  acting 
open  it  in  the  manner  they  had  done  ? 
But  how  was  it  that  they  justified  it  i  The 
conduct  of  the  Catholics  was  illegal,  and 
Iherelbrs  they  enforced  the  Convention 
act*  £ut  had  they  shewn  that  the  con* 
duct  of  which  they  <^omplained  was  il- 
legal, that  it  was  a  violation  of  the  Con- 
irention  act  f  The  election  of  Delegates  ? 
What!  Was  that  the  first  instance?  i>id 
they  forget  the  vear  1793,  when  the  JDele- 

Stes  were  over  here,  and  introduced  to  bis 
%)esty  ?  The  Cnmmittee  was  then,  he  con- 
tended, the  same  as  the  Committee  now 
existing.  This,  which  now  was  loaded 
with  every  opprobriunt  and  charged  as 
Mng  the  nurse  of  discontent  and  tumult, 
and  sedition,  was  at  that  time  suffered  to 
femain  uninolested.  What,  he  asked, 
wasthe  character  of  the  Catholic  body  at 
that  -day,  when  they  had  their  l)elegates 
and  their  Committees  in  every  part  of 
Ireland?  The  preamble  of  the  Bill  passed 
at  that  time  in  favour  of  Catholic  conces- 
aions,  reeited  the  cause  of  them,  by  de* 
aeribing  the  "  peaceable  and  legal  de- 
meanor of  the  Catholics,"  and  yet  at  that 
very  time  they  had  their  Delegates  and 
their  Committees— at  that  very  time  when 
the  legialatnre  recorded  its  testin^iony  to 
Hmt  peacMble  and  legal  demeanour. 
)bll  it  dii  «al  i(«p  tbire.    this  did  not 


pierely  pr^e  that  the  existeiice  of  those 
assemblies  wais  not  inconsistent  with  the 
peace,  loyalty,  and  good  conduct  of  the 
Catholic^  but  it  proved  also  what  was  the 
intent  of  the  legislature  at  the  time  ef  its 
passing  this  law.  In  fact,  the  object  of 
the  law  was,  not  to  interfere  at  all  with 
thos^  sorts  of  meetings,  but  to  prevents 
such  i^emblies  as  the  one  that  met  at 
Dunganpon,  and  that  which  was  to  have 
taken  place  of  all  the  Irish  delegates  at 
Athlone.  The  object  was  to  suppress 
general  meetings  and  general  delegates 
throughout  the  country. -r-So  much  as  to 
the  intention  of  the  legislature  at  the  time 
of  making  the  act,  and  now  one  word  as 
to  the  act  itself:  and,  first,  he  did  not  he- 
sitate to  say,  that  the  act  was  a  de- 
claratory one :  it  was  so  described  by  lord 
Clare  and  Mr.  Wolfe;  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  upon  the  woolsack  had  said 
so  lately  as* last  year,  that  it  was  merely  a 
declaration  of  that  to  be  law  which  was 
law  before.  Look  at  its  title.  Here  it 
was  said  to  be  an  act  .providing  that  un- 
lawful assemblies  should  not  meet  for  the 
pretence  of  petitioning — here  there  was 
nothing  made  unlawful  which  had  been 
lawful-— it  was  not  the  pretence  that  made 
the  assembly  unlawful — but  not  even  the 
pretence  of  petitioning  (sacred  a  right  as 
that  of  petitioning  was)  not  even  the  pre- 
tence of  it  could  legalize  unlawful  assem*- 
blies.  And  here  he  must  advert  to  one  or 
two  carious  statements ;  a  noble  earl  had 
affirmed,  that  this  law  was  eqdally  ap- 
plicable to  Protestant  and  Catholic,  and 
that  no  such  thing  as  delegation  was  known 
in  this  country.  Delegation  not  known  in 
England!  Why»  there  was  scarcely  a 
canal  prcyected  without  a  delegation. 
Was  there  no  meeting  of  delegates  in 
1730?  no  doubt,  a  period  of  great  tumul^ 
but  still  amidst  all  the  com'plainu  then 
made  of  the  outrages  and  excesses  that 
prevailed,  was  there  a  single  mur^ior 
against  the  meeting  of  delegates  ?  The 
chamber  of  commerce  was  another  in* 
stance :  but  they  had  been  resorted  coii^ 
stantly  in  Ireland  since  the  year  1737, 
when,  in  the  administration  of  the  duke  of 
Bedford  of  thai  day,  the  first  dawn  of  a 
more  liberal  policy  opened  upon  Ireland : 
there  had  not  been  a  time  since  that  era  of 
which  there  had  not  been  a  Catholic  Com* 
mittee.  Here  the  noble  earl  entered  into* 
an  examination  of  the  wording  of  this  sta* 
tute,  to  shew  that  it  was  the  doing  other 
than  the  purpose  of  the  meeting  that  made' 
the  meelmg  m  onlawful  one^  and  tben# 
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applying  tbit  to  the  Convention  act  and  tb^ 
Catholic  meetings,  he  argued  that  they 
coald  not  be  presamed  to  be  illegal  on 
their  own  avowal  of  the  purpose  of  their 
neetingy  until  there  was  evidence    that 
they  met  to  do  something  else.    They 
met  for  the  express  purpose  of  petitioiiing 
^  —-that  express  purpose  did  not  make  them 
an  unlawful  meetings  because  it  was  not 
unlawful   to   meet  in  order  to    petition. 
And   here   he  could  not  pass    over  the 
strange  reasoning  of  the  Chief  Justice 
upon  this  part  of  the  case.    What !  said 
Ube  Chief  Justice,  would   you  have  the 
magistrate,  or  his  constable,  wait  till  they 
saw  the  illegal  act  done,  and  not  prevent 
it  ?    was  he  to  wait  till  the  assembly  had 
done  some  act»  when  they  might  imme- 
diately after  disperse  themselves  ?  This  was 
'  a  kipd  of  reasoning  which  the  noble  earl 
thought  to  be  most  dangerous,  and  likely  to 
lead  to  error  and  abuse  of  the  most  exten- 
sive latitude.  He  could  not  think  with  that 
learned  judge,  that  the  principle  in  this 
case^  was  merely  to  prohibit,  or  that  pro- 
hibition was,  so  applied,  a  good  in  itself. 
He  rather  thought  with  a  noble  marquis 
(Wellesley,)  who  had  said  so  eloquently 
that  all   restrictions  were  in  themselves 
evils— -it  was  certainly  wise  to  prevent — 
the  object  of  all  good  laws  was  prevention, 
not  remedy ;   punishment  not  vengeance. 
But  in  this  case,  if  a  magistrate  was  to 
take  his  own  anticipations  of  offence  for 
guilt,  what  was  that  evil  which  a  princi- 
ple of  this  kind  might  not  engender  ?    It 
was  arguing  against  all  institutions,  from 
the  abuses  to  which  they  were  severally 
liable :  the  corruption  to  which  the  press 
was  liable  w6old  then  become  an  argu- 
ment for  the  destruction  of  its  liberty  : 
the  principle  might,  without  any  violent 
stretch  of  fancy,  be  extended  still  farther, 
snd  sweep  away  both  Hoosea  of  parlia- 
ment in  iu  progress.    But  he  spokie  with 
m  consoling  confidence,    when   he  said, 
that  such  was  not  English  law  ;  that  such 
were  not  the  principles  upon  whje)i  £ii(g- 
Ifsh  law  was  built,  nor  its  impartial  dis- 
pensation regulated.    But  quiuing  altoge- 
ther the  ground  he  had  taken  upon  the 
lair,  obviovs,  and  direct  construction  of 
this  act,  he  hesitated  not  to  say,  that  no 
construction  that  could  be  put  upon  it, 
even  by  ministers  themselres;  could  res- 
cue them  from  the  charge  of  wanton  and 
gross  misconduct  throughout  the  whole 
of  these  proceedings.    Whether  the  Ca- 
tholics had  been    capriciously  tasty,  or 
but  justly  indignant:  whether  they  had 


been  obstinate  or  firm^^wbether  they  had 
been  wrong  or  right,  were  questions  that 
did  not  at  all  affect  the  unquestionable 
fatuity  of  the  Irish  government.  It  waa 
a  system  of  misconduct  uniform  and  con* 
sistent  in  all  the  ^eat  principles  of  error, 
and  cheouered  with  an  alternate  succea* 
sion  of  tolly  and  rashness^— shifting  from 
a  timidity  that  made  it  contemptible  to 
a  desperation  that  made  it  dangerous. 
Of  the  far  famed  proclamation  he  should 
then  say  nothing.  He  should  leave  it 
to  the  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the 
woolsack.  He  passed  over  itt  slovenly 
informality,  but  what  should  he  say  of 
the  attempt  to  act  upon  it,  and  the  dig- 
nified success  of  that  attempt.  How 
could  he  attempt  to  describe  the  irrita- 
ble weakness-  with  which  it  had  been 
taken  up,  or  the  impotent  meanneu  with 
which  it  had  been  abisndoned.  He  would 
take  their  own  construction,  and  make 
use  of  it  to  condemn  their  own  procla- 
mation. No  person  can  be  taken  and 
committed  to  prison  on  charges  for  any 
other  offences  than  either  treason,  feleiiy, 
breach  of  the  peace,  or  those  cases  pro- 
vided for  by  the  sutirte— now,  the  oronce 
set  forth  in  this  proclamation  came  not 
under  any  of  these  classes ;  persons  so 
offending  shall,  when  convicted— what? 
be  taken  into  custody  and  lodged  in  pri- 
son ?— No—shall  be  guilty  of  a  high  mit* 
demeanour— and  yet  the  proclamation 
orders  all  mayors,  constables,  &c.  &c. 
to  apprehend  and  hold  to  bail  those  per- 
sons so  ofiending.-»He  challenged  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  woolsack  to 
controvert  him,  when  be  said  that  the 
apprehension  of  such  persons  under  this 
act  was  illegal — the  Lord  Chancellor  and 
Attorney  General  of  Ireland  did  thss' 
appear  to  have  advised  an  illegal  pro^ 
ceeding— >and  whkt  did  the  chief  justi^i 
Downes?  He  actually  committed  per- 
sons  apprehended  by  this  proclamation. 
He'  was  aware  that  as  that  person  was 
likely  ta  become  the  subject  of  aome 
civil  actions  for  those  arrests,  it  wouhi 
be  as  well  to  speak  of  the  matter  tendei^ 
Iv,  but  he  could  not  help  thinking  that 
the  chief  justice  had  been  suilty  of  a 
breach  of  judicial  decorum,  of  extra-judi- 
cial interference,  that  did  not  become 
one  who  ought  to  hare  been  more  sen- 
sible of  the  necessity  of  keeping  per- 
sonally aloof  from  all  suspicion,  in  a  Ques- 
tion of  such  delicacy,  and  which  he  him* 
self  was  soon  to  be  Called  upon  to  decide. 
Conduct  of  that  kind  wu  prognant  with 
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the  wont  consequences,  as  it  had  a  teta- 
dency  to  shake  the  confidence  of  the  pub- 
lic, m  the  impartiality,  integritj,  mnd 
portty  of  the  administration  of  public 
justice.— But  was  the  conduct  of  the  Irish 
gofernment  exempt  from  every  -  other 
charge  ?  There  was  one  from  which  no- 
thing could  rescue  it-^it  was  most  im- 
politic. What  was  the  object  of  the  Ca- 
tholic Committee?  The  most  laudable 
—the  gratification  of  an  honourable  am- 
bition. Could  the  Roman  Catholic  be 
tame,  cold,  or  indifferent  in  such  a  pur- 
suit ?  He  would  be  unworthy  the  privi- 
leges he  looked  for->»he  wodd  not  be 
worthy  the  few  privileges  that  were  left 
hrm— -without  the  ambition  of  a  freeman, 
fae  could  be  fit  only  to  be  a  slave.  Was 
thtre,  then,  any  thing  in  the  object  of 
the  Catholic  committee  that  made  this 
interference  on  the  part  of  the  Irish  go- 
vernment, a  measure  of  policy  ?  No  man 
would  be  bold  enough  to  say  that  there  was. 
If  there  was  nothing  in  the  object,  was 
there  nothing  in  the  means  by  which  they 
endeavoured  to  tfkct  that  object  ?  This 
might  be  as  easily  answered,  seeing  they 
w^re  told  that  Ireland  was  unusually  tran- 
quil ;  then  why  impose  restraints  unless 
they  felt  in  that  tranquillity  the  stillness 
of  despair  ?  But  there  were  other  dangers 
as  great,  as  aweful,  and  as  pressing  as  any 
that  weakness  and  intemperance  have 
accumulated  in  Ireland.  We  were  con- 
tending for  our  existence  as  a  people  with 
the  most  formidable  power— a  power  that 
was  growing  in  the .  double  ratio  of  her 
advance  and  our  decline.  If  at  this  hour 
of  peril  we  could  be  suddenly  scared  from 
our  follies  and  alarmed  into  wisdom— -if 
bigotry  should  drop  its  bold  of  the  na- 
tional *  good  sense,  and  an  enlightened 
tolerance  bring  back  her  train  of  virtues, 
beneficence,  conciliation,  and  justice-— 
^'Good  God!''  explaimed  the  noble  earl, 
"what  might  we  not  then  hope  for! 
What  could  we,  have  to  fear  though 
France  was  Europe— though  Europe  Were 
another  France?     But  if  while  we  are 

.  lavishing  our  resources  with  a  desperate 
profusion— while  we  are  drying  up  the 
source  within  us,  an  excessive  taxatioil 
operating  on  diminished  wealth«*while 
we  are  on  the  eve  of  a  war  with  America, 
we  are  to  have  any  thing  but  peace  or 

'  union  in  Ireland,  I  know  not  what  we 
can  hope,  or  what  we  may  not  fear.'' 
The  noble  earl  proceeded  to  allude  to 
eome  of  the  observatione  of  a  noble  lord 
jspposte  (Kom),  which,  ht  confessed,  sur- 


prised him,  recpllecting,  as  he  did,  to 
have  read  some  eloquent  speeches  of 
that  noble  lord's,  when  sir  L.  Parsons, 
in  fiivour  of  the  Catholic  cause.  Now, 
for  the  first  time,  had  a  measure  of  un- 
usual coercion  and  severity  against  th^ 
Catholics  been  resorted  to,  wluch,  with 
all  the  feelings  against  the  Catholio 
claims  which  were  supposed  to  animate 
his  Majesty,  had  never  been  thought  of 
vrhen  be  was  in  a  situation  to  judge  of 
the  interests  of  his  kingdoms.  This  mea* 
sure  had  been  reserved  to  darken  the 
prospecu  of  the  government  of  a  Prince 
to  whom  the  Irish  Catholics  had  been 
accustomed  to  look  up  as  their  brightest 
hope.— The  noble  earl  warned  the  House 
to  think  of  America,  which  had  been 
disioined  from  this  country  by  the  same^- 
contemptuous  treatment  which  was  now 
practised  towards  Ireland,  ^^ith  risgard 
to  the  Veto,  he  denied  that  ever  be  or 
bis  noble  firiend  (lord  Grenville)  had  con« 
sidered  it  as  of  indispensable  obligation. 
He  concluded  by  saying  that  he  hoped 
in  God,  that  by  the  exertions  of  parlia- 
ment and  the  country,  the  crisit  likely 
to  be  produced  in  Ireland  by  the  perw 
severing  firmness  (as  they  were  pleased 
to  call  it)  of  ministers,  might  yet  oe  pre* 
vented,  and  that  conciliation  would  at 
length  be  resorted  to. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  he  would  ap- 
peal to  the  noble  earl  who  spoke  last,  the 
House,  and  the  country,  to  say  whether 
any  thing  could  be  more  hostile  to  the 
Catholic  cause  than  the  conduct  of  the 
noble  lords- who  had  pressed  it  forward  on 
the  present  occasion.  The  question  was 
twofold.  Whether  the  conduct  of  the 
government  with  regard  to  the  Convention 
act,  was  reprehensible  ?  and  whether  th^ 
question  of  the  measure  itself  was  one  that 
ought  to  be  enteitained  ?  The  noble  earl 
undertook  not  only  to  arraign  ministers, 
but  the  court  of  King's-bench,  and  the 
chief  judge,  who,  in  learning,  in  talent, 
and  in  all  the  great  qualities  which  ren-^ 
dered  a  man  estimable  and  beloved  in 
society,  was  inferior  to  none.  But  there 
was  no  argument  in  the  observations  of  the 
noble  earl  on  this  head,  nor  could  any 
thing  be  more  void  of  foundation,  than  hit 
attempt  to  shew  that  the  Convention  act 
did  not  apply  to  the  case  oT  the  Catholic 
Committee  ?  The  meaning  of  the  word 
*  pretence'  was  clear  from  our  own  act  of 
Chafles,  and  bore  that  interpretation  in 
law  which  the  law  officers  of  the  crown  had 
given  it  on  the  present  occasion.    In  ex* 
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patiatiiig  00  the  treatment  which  the 
Catbolics  had  received  from  goTernmeni, 
he  would  say*  that  though  there  were 
many  instances  on  record  where  petitions 
were  ordered  to  be  rejected,  yet  never 
'  once  was  such  a  step  adopted  towards 
them.  Besides^  there  were  a  thousand  cir- 
cwnstances  in  the  situation  of  this  ceuntry 
which  should  have  prevented  them  from 
pressing  their  rights  at  the  present 
juncture.  If  he  were  one  of  the  greatest 
friends  of  the  measure^  improperlv  termed 
Cath^ic  Emancipation,  he  would  still  ob- 
ject  to  their  violation  of  the  law.  He 
would  oppose  the  Committee  on  the 
grounds  upon  which  it  was  moved  by  the 
noble  lord,  without  arraigning  or  even 
seeing  the  means  by  which  they  were  to 
carry  the  measure  into  effect.  Some  per- 
fons  were  for  an  unconditional  repeal  of 
nil  the  disabilities ;  others  again,  were  for 
«  conditioual  one ;  and  of  tbii  latter  class 
he  thought  the  noble  lords  appeared  to  be. 
A  late  right  hon.  and  much  lamented 
iriend  of  his  (Mr.  Pitt},  with  all  htsanxiety 
for  the  raeasi^re,  ami  anxious  he  knew  him 
40  b«i  had  determined  that  he  never  would 
propose  it,  until»  at  the  same  time»  he 
could  propose  the  securities  which  would 
be  necessary.  If  they  intended  to  pro- 
ceed sorely,  they,  would  not  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee; the  object  was  to  conciliate  the 
Catholics  by  the  adoption  of  other  secu- 
rities than  those  which  existed  at  present^ 
|>ut  how  could  he  tell  that  such  an  ex- 
change of  securities  would  meet  the  wishes 
of  the  Catholics  ?  He  would  therefore  call 
upon  their  lordships  to  resist  the  motion. 
Upon  the  question  itself  his  sentiments 
Svere  well  known,  and  he  should  be  ready 
|o  repeat  them  when  it  was  brought  pro- 
perly before  them.  Until  the  securities 
could  be  proposed,  he  did  not  approve  of 
f»seiting  the  expectations  and  pasiions  of 
|he  people  of  Ireland. 

I^rd  GrenvUle  did  npt  rise  to  epeak 
until  after  5  o'clock  in  the  morning  ;  at 
which  hour  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
trouble  their  lordships  with  many  words. 
He  began  by  stating  that  the  moderation 
and  humility  of  the  speech  of  the  noble 
earl  who  spoke  last»  formed  a  decided  con- 
trast with  that  strong  spirit  of  bigotry  and 
intojkmnce  which  distinguished  his  en« 
tranoe  into  office^  when  the  worst  passions 
of  the  people  were  ejccited,  and  the  nation 
disgraced  by  the  scandalous  **  No  Popery" 
cry  excited  by  himself  and  his  colleagues  ; 
Us  moderation  would  then  have  done  him 


Mdumregteawg  tieSute  qf  Ireland. 


[476 


tertained  a  very  just  sense  of  the  noble 
earl's  kindness.  During  the  entire  of  .^ie 
a^inistratioA,  he  did  not  think  they  had 
received  one  act  of  kindness.  His  lord- 
ship accused  ministers  of  the  deepest  ma- 
lignity and  rancour  towards  that  body. 
Ue  entered  into  an  explanation  of  the 
terms  of  the  Convention  act,  and  contend- 
ed that  the  word  "  pretence^'  could  not  be 
synonymous  with  *'  purpose/^  and  appeal- 
ed to  the  noble  lord  on  the  woolsack*  who 
in  a  Bill  of  his  had  introduced  both  words. 
The  Bill  was  of  the  tame  import*  and  waa 
introduced  bjr  his  lordship  in  17M6.  fife 
concurred  with  bis  noble  friend  (earl 
Grey)  in  stating,  that  he  had  never  re- 
garded the  Veto  as  a  me  fua  non.  He  had 
expressly  said  in  his  Letter,  that  it  was  an 
arrangement  to  which  he  attacbed.no great 
importance ;  and  from  the  moment  he 
learned  that  that  measure,  instead  of  con- 
ciliating, had  produced  irritation,  he  aban- 
doned it.  He  denied  that  by  removing 
the  disabilities  which  afiectea  the  Catho- 
lics, any  security  would  be  taken  from  the 
established  church.  On  the  contrary,  he 
should  regard  the  very  measure  proposed, 
the  full  concession  of  the  Catholic  claims, 
to  be  the  highest  security  th^  could  be 
given  to  the  church  establishment  of  the 
United  kingdom.  The  question  was  every 
day  becoming  more  pressing,  and  could 
not  be  delayed.  Their  lordships  would 
soon  have  to  direct  to  it  all  their  attention 
and  all  their  wisdom.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, when  the  crisis  came,  that  they  would 
then  have  wisdom  enough  lefi  to  drop  ge- 
neralities; and  if  they  continued  to  refuse 
what  was  asked,  to  say  in  what  way  it  was 
that  granting  the  Catholic  demands  would 
prove  injurious  to  the  church  of  England. 
It  would  be  necessary  then  to  shew,  that 
what  was  required  for  the  safety  of  the 
whole  empire  was  unsafe  for  the  establish- 
ed church.  There  were  two  descriptions 
of  opponents  to  the  Catholic  claims.  The 
one  would  make  no  c'bncession ;  the  other 
thought  the  present  an  improper  time. 
He  wished  to  know  from  the  latter  what 
reason  they  had  for  farther  delay.  He 
observed,  that  the  best  way  to  remove  the 
irritation  and  suspicion  which  was  com- 
plained of,  was  to  treat  the  Catholics  kind- 
ly. Shew  that  you  have  confidence  in 
them,  and  they  will  place  confidence  in 
you.  He  compared  the  conduct  of  the 
present  government  of  Ireland  to  that 
which  was  pursued  towards  America.  A 
similar  infatuation  now  prevailed,  which 
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rjence,  and  uninstracted  by  adrei-sUy, 
After  exercising  ctuefty  and  injustice,  the 
next  step  was  to  punish  those  who  dared 
to  complain.  This  w!h  the  natural  pro- 
gress of  oppression,  the  true  logic  of  tv- 
rtDoy.  Instead  of  a  coOrse  so  fatal,  he 
earnestly  beseeched  their  lordships  to  be 
no  longer  milled  by  delusions,  which  pre* 
tinted  them  from  adopting  tbat  measure 
which  could  alone  knit  together  the  hearts 
of  the  whole  population  or  the  empire:  a 
itaeasure  that  would  give  to  the  Protestant 
a  security,  which  he  never  could  obtain 
by  oppression,  while  it  would  ensure  the 
attachment  of  the  Catholic,  by  presenting 
to  him  the  charter  of  his  emancipation. 

The  question  being  loudly  called  for,  a 
dlTision  took  place  on  earl  Fitzwilliam's 
motion. 

Contents,  42;  Proxies,  37;  total  7^; 
Non  Contents,  8d;  Proxies,  70;  lotaM02. 
Majority  against  the  motion^-83. 

Adjourned  at  half  past  six  in,  the  morn- 
ing. - 

lAst  of  the  Minority. 
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KiNc's  HovsEHOtB  Biix.]  Thia  Bill 
was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Bmne$  wished  to  introdnee  adtosa 
for  preventing  sueb  officers  as  held  plaoea 
in  the  Hoosehold  ftom  hariag  seats  m 
parliament. 

The  Chancellor  ^  the  Exdtequer  opposed 
the  introduction  of  such  a  clanae  into  the 
Bill.  He  could  not  but  think  it  very  hard 
that  such  officers  should  be  pferented. 
from  serving  their  country  in  parliament. 

The  Clause  was  negatived,  and  the  Bill 
pasted. 

MoTKyN  R€9FECT11I«   MfiliaBRS    BQCOlt^ 

iNo  Bankri>pts.]  Mr.  Lockhari  brought 
forward  his  motion  respecting  the  pro- 
priety of  bankrupts  holding  seats  ia  that 
House.  He  had  for  some  time  been  di- 
recting his  attention  to  this  subject,  whicb^ 
in  bis  mind,  was  one  of  considerable  im- 
portance. It  had  been  a  matter  of  dou^t 
to  him.  wbether  it  vras  not  improper  and 
inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  the  House, 
thata  person  after  bankruptcy  should  retain  . 
bis  situation  as  a  member  of  parlian^eni^ 
aiKl  the  privileges  belonging  to  it.  It  was 
clear  that,  as  tbe  law  now  stood,  no  dis- 
qualification arose  from  becoming  a  bank*^ 
ropt.  James  1  published  a  prodamatioa 
to  the  sberifi^,  calling  upon  them  not  to 
return  as  members  of  parliament  any 
person  under  the  circumstances  of  a  bank- 
rapt.  This  circumstance  be  alluded  to 
onJy  to  prove,  that  before  the  time  of 
James  I,  baakruptcy  was  not  eonsidered 
a  disqualification.  It  was  clear,  from  the 
issoing  of  such  a  proclamation,  be  did 
not  mean  to  insinuate  that  any  criminality 
was  attached  to  bankraptcy,  because  it 
firequently  arose  from  cmfbreseen  circum- - 
stances,  against  which  no  prudence  coAld 
provide;  but  the  progress  of  fraud  was  at 
present  alarming,  and  some  measwr^  shduld 
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be  adopted.to  preclude  it  from  that  House : 
even  the  mere  suspicion  of  it  was  sufficient 


to  attach  some  stain,  not  consonant  to  the  ^ns  from  the  northern  parts  of  the  united 


dignity  of  a  person  who  was  supposed  tq 
legislate  for  his  country.  He  did  not  in- 
tend to  assert  that  bankruptcy  of  itself 
was  a  disqualiScation,  but  he  thought  it 
deprived  the  person  of  that  qualification 
required  by  the  laws  of"  the  country  for  a 
membet  ot  parliament.  Certain  qualifi- 
cations were  required,  and  it  was  mere 
mockery  to  say  that  such  qualificadons 
might  be  lost  without  bringing  any  incon- 
venience oif  the  loser  as  a  member  of  that 
House.  None  but  persons  of  honour  and 
character  should  sit  there.  By  the  9th  of 
Aone,  chap.  5,  a6  person  could  sit  and 
vote  as  a  member  of  parliament  unless  he 
possessed  300/.  a  year.  There  were  two 
other  acts  relating  to  this  subject,  the  4th 
and  45th  of  his  present  Majesty,  but 
neither  of  them  h|id  any  direct  reference 
to  a  case  of  this  kind.  The  law  upon  the 
subj^t  appeared  to  him  doubtful,  and  it 
wm  important  that  it  should  be  explained  ; 
Ibe  dignity  of  the  House  required  it.  It 
would  be  a  scandal  that  any  person  should 
sit  there  to  whom  an  imputation  of  fraa- 
dulent  dealing  could  attach.  Sotne  per- 
sons might  come  in  there  to  avoid  the  diffi- 
calties  arising  from  debt,  and,  from  soch 
characters,  a  faithful  discharge  of  public 
duty  could  not  be  well  expected.  On 
tbese  grounds,  be  moved  '*  That  a  Com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  inquire  if  any  and 
what  persons  being  Members  of  this  House, 
and  becoming  bankrupts,  are  capable  of 
sitting,  and  v<aing  therein/' 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Excheauer  said,  that 
the  House  could  not  but  feel  indebted  to 
the  hon.  gentleman  for  the.  manner  in 
which  he  had  brought  forward  his  motion, 
for  he  had.  stated  all  the  objections  that 
could  be  urged  against  it.  It  was  clear 
from  his  own  statement  that  no  law  existed 
making  bankruptcy  a  disqualification.  The 
intemion  of  the  act  requiring  certain  qua- 
lifications for  a  member  of  that  House,  did 
>not  require  that  such  qualifications  should 
be  permanent.  Though  a  man  might  lose 
his  property- at.  one  time,  it  was  not  to  be 
concluded  that  he  could  not  again  recover 
it.'  A  person  might  become  a  bankrupt 
during  the  present  session  of  parliament, 
and  before  the  next  become  possessed  of 
much  more  than  would  be  necessary  to 
qualify  him  for  a  seat  in ,  that  tlouse.  It 
would  be  a  severe  measure  to  exclude 
toeb  from  the  possibility  of  ever-  sittioe 
Jthere  again.    The  qualincation  required 


by  the  act  did  not  take  in  all  the  membera 
of  that  House;  it  did  not  extend  to  per- 


kingdom,  or  to  representatives  of  univer- 
sities. A  person  might,  through  losses  in 
trade,  become  a  bankrupt  one  day,  and 
in  a  short  time  after,  either  by  success  in 
trade  or  the  goodness  of  a  friend,  or  the 
death  of  a  parent,  become  fully  qualified, 
as  to  property,  for  sitting  in  parliament* 
Persons  might  be  insolvent  ana  not  bank- 
rupts, and  after  meeting  their  creditors 
might  have  a  surplus  more  than  sufficient 
for  qualification.  The  motion  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  hardly  went  further  than  ap- 
,pointing  a  committee  to  read  an  act  of 
parliament.  From  the  acts  he  had  read, 
it  was  clear  that  bankrupts  were  not  dis- 
qualified. It  would  have  been  more  in- 
telligible if  the  hon.  gentleman  had  moved 
for  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
the  law  upon  this  subject.  -  A  Bill  might 
be  introduced  for  changing  the  law  as  it 
now  stood,  but  he  could  not  see  that  any 
object  could  be  gained  by  the  appointment 
of  such  a  committee  as  thci  motion  re. 
ferred  to. 

Mr.  Baring  expressed  his  surprise,  that 
under  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
country,  such  a  motion  as  this  should  be 
brought  before  the  House.  Every  person 
knew,  that,  from  the  impediment  to  com- 
merce for  several  years  past,  many  person* 
had  fallen  from  opulence  into  great. di^ 
ficulties,  such  as  could  not  be  prevented 
by  any  conduct  on  their  part.  But  men, 
now  reduced  to  bankruptcy  by  such  dif- 
ficulties, might  in  course  ot  time  becoma 
possessed  of  considerable  property ;  and 
surely  it  would  be  a  monstrous  measure  to 
shut  them  out  from  parliament,  becauae 
they  had  been  once  unfortunate.  The 
credit  of  the  House  was  not|  in  hisopkimir 
so  much  concerned  in  this  afiair  as  the 
hon.  gentleman  suspected.  He  had  no 
objection  that  an  Inquiry  should  be  made 
into  the  state  of  the  law^  bat  be  did  not 
see  any  object  that  could  be  gained  by. 
such  a  committee  is  the  hon.  geollemaai 
wished  for. 

Sir  P.  Buriett  was  no  advocate  for  thf 
system  of  disqualifications;  but,  as  the 
law  now  stood,  no  great  object  could  be 
gained  by  sock  a  aeasvre  as  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman proposed.  The  legd  ingenuity  of 
the  hon.  mover  furnished  him  with  meant 
to  show  that,  at  lei^t,  members  ought  to 
have  some  qualification.  An  hon.  gentle- 
man thought  it  hard,  that,  in  times  of  dif-' 
ficttlty  like  the  preaeal,  a  modon  of  tbi« 
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kind  sheoki  be  bFoveht  before  the  House ; 
bat  ho  thoagbt,  on  &e  contrary,  that  sach 
tines  were  ibe  fittest  for  the  adoption  o^ 
a  measure  of  this  kind.  It  was  wellkaown 
that  all  conunerce,  at  present,  was  licensed 
by  government.  When  a  great  part  of 
the  pubHc  money  passed  through  the 
hands  of  those  who  lived  by  commerce  ; 
when  it  was  well  known  that  many  of  those 
persons  whose  circomsuncesin  life  render* 
ed  them  liable  to  bankruptcy,  held  seats  in 
that  House  at  such  a  time,  a  measure  of 
this  naiure  couki  not  but  be  of  the  utmost 
utility,  unless  they  were  inclined  to  use 
the  language  of  the  poet,  and  write  oyer 
the  doors  of  that  House,  '<  broken  and 
bankrupt  fortunes  mended  here."  These 
were  the  times  in  which  we  ought  to  be 
strict,  and  no  man  should  be  allowed  to 
•it  IB  that  House  with  the  suspicion  of  the 
public  i^pon  him.  The  right,  hon.  gen* 
tieman  opposite  hadsaid,that  though  bank- 
rupts this  day  they  might  have,  in  a  few 
days  after,  as  much  property  as  would 
qualify  them  for  a  seat  in  parliament; 
but  that  was  not  the  question.  The  law 
required  certain  qualifications  as  a  security 
for  the  upright  conduct  of  a  person  filling 
the  situation  of  a  representative  of  the 
people,  and  when  he  ceased  to  possess 
such  qualifications  it  war  much  to  be 
dreaded,  that,  instead  of  filling  his  place 
with  the  integrity  of  an  honest  independent 
man,  he  would  seek  erery  means  of  im- 
proving his  shattered  circumstances.  He 
thought  that  something  should  be  done 
upon  the  subject  of  the  motion.  With 
respect  to  the  monstrous  priyileg^  pos- 
sessed by  members  of  parliament,  which 
screened  them  from  the  payment  of  their 
just  del>ts,  it  was  a  stigma  upon  the  House, 
and  he  did  not  care  how  soon  it  was  re- 
moved. 


Jiw.  3l,l«IS.  [48* 

existed  in  Irelaml,  if  a  person,  being  a 
Hiember  of  parliament,  did  not  satisfy 
his  creditors  within  the  space  of  six 
months,  he  vacated  his  seat.  He  thought 
it  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  an  aseem* 
biy  representing  the  will  of  an  entire 
people,  that  any  person  walking  the 
streets  could  say  of  one  of  its  members, 
^-he  only  paid  me  two  shillings  to  the 
pound.'  It  was  proper  to  see  that  the 
qualification  under  which  a  member  ori* 
ginilly  entered  still  existed.  What  could 
be  so  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of 
such  an  assembly  as  to  say  of  it,  '  here 
are  persons  legnlating  lor  those  whom 
they  have  deceired?'  ,He  thought  that 
the  law,  as  it  existed  at  present,  •  should 
be  abolished,  ar  the  law  adopted  as  it  ex- 
isted before  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Lbckhart  thought  that  the  difficul- 
ty of  the  times,  alluded  to  by  an  hon; 
gentleman,  should  be  considered  rather 
as  a  motive  for  receiving  than  rejecting 
his  motion.  Whatever  might  be  the  fate 
of  this  motion,  he  was  glad  that  it  had 
produced  such  discussion.  He  concurred 
with  those  who  had  expressed  themselves 
friendly  to  the  abolition  or  correction  of 
that  privilege  of  members  of  parliament  - 
so  Tery  injurious  to  the  rights  of  others. 
The  motion  was  then  negatived. 


Motion  respbcting  Policb  Maois- 
TRATESij  Sir  F.  Burdett  expressed  his 
regret,  that  he  bad  not  received  the  note 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr* 
Ryder)  respecting  his  Order  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Police  Magistrates.  (See  p.  401.) 
He  had  been  absent  from  home  on  busi- 
ness of  some  importance,  otherwise  he 
should  have  answered  that  note,  and  ap- 
peared in  bis  place  to  show  the  import- 
ance of  the  order  to  which  he  alluded: 


Mr.  Baring  rose  to  explain.    He  did  -The  police  was  an  establishment  of  great 


not  object  to  the  disqualific;ation  as  it  now 
existed,  but  to  the  making  of  any  change 
.  in  the  law  at  the   present  time. 

Mr.  Brand  thought  the  motion  inade- 
quate to  the  object  in  view,  but  would 
support  it  as  it  may  do  some  good.  He 
wished,  however^  that  a  more  general 
measure  had  been  proposed. 

Sir  John  Nevfpoti  said,  that  as  the  law< 
now  stood,  the  qualifications  for  a  mem- 
ber'of  parliament  were  different  in  Eng- 
land and  .Ireland.  The  principle  upon 
which  the  law  was  founded  in  Ireland 
was  a  wise  one  ;  it  supposed,  that  to 
secure  integrity,  independence  was  ne- 
cessary.    According  to  the  \%w,  aa  k 

(VOL.  XXL) 


expence  to  the  nation,  and  he  feared  thai 
most  improper  appointments  had  taken 
place  in  that  department  It  was  tiell 
known,  that  from  the  establishment  of 
the  police  act,  certain  qualifications  were 
required  for  admission  into  the  police 
magbtracy.  These  qualifications  had  a 
most  important  object  in  view,  namely, 
the  security  of  the  public  ;  but  now, 
when  members  would  quibble  upon  the 
law  which  regarded  qualifications '  fo^ 
that  House,  it  was  unlikely  that  upon 
a  question  of  inferior  magistracy,  he 
would  be  allowed  to  collect  such  infor- 
mation as  might  perhaps  tend  to  crimi«. 
nate  those  ia  whoae  hands  war«  placed 
(2  1)  .     : 
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the  powers  that  fifti  or  took  tway  pkoe. 
The  law  sat  forth*  that  at  nagiatratta 
9if  cotiDtiea  were  ,entratted  with  great 
^werHf  it  was  expedient  lo  make  racD  ra>» 
gttlattont  as  migtit  keep  persons  in  mean 
situations  from  holding  sack  offices.  It 
was  therefore  enacted^  in  the  time  of 
George  the  second.  That  no  person  AoakI 
act  as  a  magisti^te*  who  was  not  possessed 
9f  property  to  the  amount  of  lOOL  per 
annum,  in  the  county  in  which  he  was  to 
administer  justice.  This  was  intended  to 
prerent  magistrates  becoming  the  tools  of 
government,  as  he  had  often  seen  them 
proTe  themseWes  of  late.  At  that  time 
)00/.  was  a  Tory  considerable  sum,  and 
such  an  annual  income  was  thooght  a  to* 
lerable  independence,  the  possessor  of 
which  was  not  expected  to  be  the  tool  of 
govermnent,  at  least  it  was  thought  he 
could  not  be  such  from  necessity.  Justice 
at  that  time,  he  must  observe,  was  not  ad- 
ministered with  such  severity  as  it  bmi 
been  of  late ;  but  at  present,  the  country 
gentlemen  to  whom  such  powers  as  were 
given  to  magistrates  might  perhaps  be  en- 
trusted with  the  greatest  safety,  were  f re« 
quently  overpowered  by  the-  union  of  the 
magistrates  in  adjoining  counties.  His 
object  in  moving  for  the  Order  which  had 
been  made  by  the  House,  was  to  see  if 
ministers  had  any  regard  themselves  to 
that  law,  which  they  had  got  passed  under 
pretence  of  benefiting  the  public,  <vhile  it 
imposed  on  them  a  very  considerable  ez- 
pence.  It  was  acknowledged  that  enor- 
mous abuses  existed  in  the  present  system, 
and  he  took  it  for  granted  that  those  abuses 
might  be  traced  to  ministers  themselves. 
It  appeared  to  him  highly  desirable  that 
the  House  should  be  put  m  possession  of 
all  that  information  for  which  he  had 
palled,  and  be  should  therefore  certainly 
wove  that  that  part  of  the  order  which  had 
been  rescinded  should  be  reinstated  in  the 
order.  If  this  was  not  done,  if  magis- 
trates were  taot  called  upon  to  shew  what 
were  their  qualifications,  when  an  en- 
quiry into  the  state  of  the  police  was  in- 
stituted, how  could  that  House  pretend  to 
look  into  the  conduct  of  public  officers  ? 
flow  could  it  be  done,  if  they  were  not  to 
be  called  upon,  lest  their  anilWers  should 
criminate  themselves?  With  a  similar 
feelinff,  it  had  formerly  been  said,  that 
lord  Melville  ousht  not  to  be  called  upon 
to  account  for  the  money  which  he  nad 
held  in  trust  for  the  public.  To  him  it 
appeared  very  important  that  the  House 
ihoold  know  whether  the  persons  appoint* 


ed  by  ambtars  tofitUmqportant^itmtseMy 
ware  or  were  net  snefa  as  they  ought  tbim^ 
according  to- their  own  act  of  puritameat. 
If  this  infoiintion  were  witbhchl,  what 
might  not  be  the  evil  e0eets  of  such  co»^* 
duct  OB  these  who  now  held  eitoattons  of 
authority?  When  it  was  asserted  that  ma^ 
gistrates  onght  not  te  be  called  upon  te- 
state their  cpialifieatiens,  lest  their  answeia 
shoold  criminate  themselves,  how,  he 
would  ask,  had  those  magistrates  cenduot*- 
ed  themselves  en  a  late  occasion  ?  Had 
their  condoct  been  regulated  ky  such  n 
principle  as  that  which  it  was  contended^ 
with  a  reference  to  them,  ought  to  be  ce»- 
stantly  kept  in  view  ?  What  had  tker 
been  doing  in. the  late^saminations  wkicls 
had  taken  place  of  persons  who  were  sup- 
posed to  have  been  concerned  in  the  moi>« 
der  of  Mr.  Marr's  iiimily  ?  What  had  they 
been  doing,  but  endeavouring  to  make 
men,  whom  tbey  had  ever  so  little  reason 
to  suspect,  say  that  which  might  crimi* 
Bate  themselves?  This  inquisitorial  power 
they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  exercising 
daily,  and  what  right  had  they  to  inflict 
the  punishment  which  tbey  had  inflicted 
en  persons  brought  before  them  ?  What 
was  BOW  the  sttiiation  of  tl^at  unfortunate 
person  who  was  in  confinement  on  suspi- 
cion of  being  concerned  in  the  late  mor* 
ders,  Alblas?  What  was  he  kept  fqrf 
Why  was  he  put  in  chains,  immured  in  a 
dungeon,  and  called  upon  every  day  to 
criminate  himself  ?  It  was  stated  in  the 
daily  prints,  thai  the  only  circumstance 
agamst  him  was,  his  inability  to  account 
for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  of  his  time  the 
night  on  which  one  of  the  murders  was 
committed.  He  would  not  pretend  to  say 
that  the  severity  of  those  measures  was  not 
in  some  degree  justified  by  the  horrid 
atrocities  that  had  been  committed,  but 
when  the  persons  so  used  were  found  in- 
nocent, he  thought  it  was  but  justice  that 
aome  remuneration  should  have  been 
given  for  the  severities  they  had  endured. 
The  power  which  enabled  a  magistrate  to 
act  in  this  nmnner  was  too  great  not  to  be 
an  object  of  much  public  jealousy ;  if 
abused,  the  abuse  should  not  be  sui&red  to 
col^tinue  ;  and  to  know  that  the  qualifica-' 
tions  which  conferred  suoh  power  were 
always  found  in  the  person  who  possessed 
them,  was  the  object  to  which  his  order 
was  directed.  He  would,  therefore,  move 
that  that  part  of  his  order  shoold  be  rein- 
stated which  had  been  rescinded  on  last 
Wednesday ;  namely, «  That  there  be  laid 
be^ro  this  House,  a  return  stating  where 
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«Imb  ^nilifioitiom  of  (be  PoUce^M«gi»ti«tet» 
^mi9i  tk%  Ac4  32  Hwu  $,  c.  ^,  or  muler 
aii^MibM<|«ootai:t»  are^ftod  wbatihsy  are/' 
Mn  Secretary  JR^dar  atftured  tlui  iuMi. 
baronet,  ikiu  he  had  net  Ibe  aligheat  sof  • 
pkieo  of  his  Bot  beuig  u  the  Hoiaso  on 
Toeiday  or  W#diieedav«  or  he  'should  not 
have  l»nMighi  forward  his  motion  on  aUher 
ef  these  days;    but  observing  the  boo. 
baronet  so  coDstaally  in  his  place  on  all 
•Iher  oooaaioos,  he  could  hardly  have  sop- 
Meed  he  would  then  have  been  abietii ; 
but  he  eonfessed,  the  iospressioB  of  the 
boA.«  baronet's  motion  upoii  bis  mind  was 
•neb,  that  at  all  events  be  should  have 
4elt  the  necessity  of  bringing  on  his»  and 
bad  the  hon.  baronet  comprehended  bis 
^bjeekioa  to  the  motion  as  it  oriffinally 
etoodi  he  was  satisfied  be  would  also  see 
the  espediency  of  reeeinding  (hat  part  of 
•t.    The  motioa  of  tbe  hon.  bei-onet,  as 
be  nnderstood  it»  required  of  the  police 
ma|pstrates  to  state  not  only  what  were 
their  qualifications  when  they  began  to 
ae^  but  also  to  Itate  whai  these  qualifica- 
tions were^  and  where  they  were  to  be 
found*    To  such  a  motion  be  must  object, 
because  there  was  an  act  of  parliament 
which  re<|uired  that  no  magistrate  should 
net  without  his  quali&caiioa  being  regis- 
tered :  eo  far  as  they  knew  what  tbe  qua- 
lification was  when  tbe  megiitrate  wa»  ap- 
Cinted,  he  had  no  objection,  as  that  would 
found  in  the  office  of  tbe  ckrk  of  tbe 
peace }  but  what  those  qualifications  were, 
and  where  they  were  at  the  present  time, 
€euki>oaly  be  obtained  from  the  magistiate 
bimBelf,  and  by  tbe  16th  of  Geo.  2»  he 
would  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  lOOL  if  he 
acted  without  a  aualincation.    This  would 
be  requiring  of  toe  magistrate  to  conrict 
himself  in  a  heavy  penalty  ibr  tbe  breach 
of  that  act»  supposing  him  to  have  acted 
without  such  qualification.    He  did  not 
know  whether  this  would  not  be  a  viola- 
tion of  tbe  fundamental  principle  of  tbe 
coDstituti^,  to  compel  a  man  to  criminate 
himaelf,  ^nd  if  so,  tbe  House  coukl  not 
•gree  to  such  a  proposition.     But  the  hon. 
baronet  had  saicl,  there  were  many  im- 
mpoper  appointments  of  police  magistrates ; 
be  wished  the  hon.  baronet  would  come 
boldly  and   manfully  forward  with   hit 
charges,  and  not  state  ihem  in  that  nar- 
ffow,  pitiful  way,  without  suting  the  par- 
tioular  charge,  or  naming  the  particular 
ladividuaL     He  had  appointed  two  or 
ibvee  police  magistrates  since  he  bad  the 
boQocur  eif  holding  his  present  office ;    he 
monkl  wiab  die  hoiii  bacen«t  weaM  iMe, 
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whether  be  meant  to  allude  t^  any  of 
these?  If  he  meant  to  state  so,  he  gave 
the  -charge  as  direct  and  unequivocal  a 
denial  as  words  could  confey.  With 
respect  to  the  conduct  of  the  magistrates 
in  regard  to  Alblas,  the  hon.  baronet 
stated,  that  he  did  not  understand,  whajt 
was  tbe  accusation  against  him.  He  had 
been  asked  some  questions,  which  be  de* 
clined  to  answer ;  at  the  same  time  be  wa^ 
told  b«  might  or  might  not  answer  them. 
It  was,  therefore,  unfair  to  argue  upon  tbe 
circumstances  of  that  case ;  but  be  musjt 
take  it  for  grauted,  that  there  were  circujfor- 
stances  sufficient  in  tbe  opioion  of  the 
magistrate,  Mr,  Graham,  to  justify  and 
call  6n  him  to  commit  the  iodividuaU 
What  reason  was  there  then  to  impute 
any  improper  conduct  to  Mr.  Graham^ 
Instead  of  any  imputation,  in  his  opinioii, 
he  was  deserving  of  public  approbation 
and  thanks.  He  OHitt  again  repeat,  he 
could  wish  the  hou.  baronet  would  not 
deal  in  dark  and  distant  insinuations.  Let 
him  come  forward  manfully  and.  boldly, 
and  state  hie  charges ;  this  would  be  more 
satisfactory  to  himself  and  to  the  House» 
than  to  be  dealing  in  that  sort  of  equivocal 
denial  and  unfomided  assertion,    . 

Mr*  Tkrnt^  said  he  had  nothing  to  ad- 
vance against  the  conduct  of  tbe  police 
magistrates }  but  thought  it  necessary  that 
some  qualification  should  be  shown  to  the 
House,  in  order  to  maintain  the  public 
estimation  of  the  obaracter  of  those  who  ^ 
had  so  much  power  in  their  own  hands. 
As  he  understood  the  objection,  of.  tbe 
right  hon.  gentleman,  it  was  not  to  the 
production  of  tbe  <][ualification  deliver!^ 
in  upon  their  appomtment,,  but  to  their, 
slating  what  it  was,  and  where  it  now  was; 
and  the  right  hon.  gentleman  said,  it 
would  be  unjust  to  call  on  men  tp  subject 
themselves  to  pecuniary  penalties;  but 
was  not  the  House  to  be  put  in  a  way  of 
obtaining  that  information  I  Tbe  House , 
shqu^  know  whether  or  not  the  law  was 
properly  eJiectUed.  Let  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  only  point  out  some  mode  by  * 
which  they  may  obtain  the  information ; 
if  not  by  this,  by  some  other.  Whether 
they  had  done  this  or  that  act,  he  did  not 
ask  of  them  to  betray  themselves  into  a 
liability  to  pay  the  penalty.  If  a  man 
sold  goods  without  a  license,  he  had.  a 
right  to  be  asked  whether  he  had  a  licenM; 
if  this  was  not  the  case,  what  remedy  would 
a  court  of  justice  have  ?  In  what  manner 
could  the  court  proceed  against  him  ?  The 
same  mede  be  would  adopt  in  the  present 
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there  were  acU  of  tererity  exercised  by 
the  magistracyy  but  they  had  no  eridencet 
^  no  facts,  to  bear  them  out  in  this  statement. 
Was  this  the  way  to  maintain  and  uphold 
the  character  of  the  magistracy  ?  Bat  the 
hoD.  baronet  said  they  were  protected  by 
the  broad  shield  of  that  House,  and  ha 
stated,  as  his  grounds  for  this  assertion  of 
the  severity  of  the  magistracy,  something 
he  had  seen  in  the  newspapers^  He  #ould 
ask  the  hon.  baronet  himself  whether  he 
would  ground  any  proceeding  on  a  bare 
statement  in  a  newspaper  ^  As  to  the  sa«  " 
▼erity  which  was  asserted  with  respect  to 
Alblas,  there  were  circumstances  of  sns^ 
picion  which  led  the  magistrates  to  believe 
that  he  was  on  a  given  time  at  a  gitea 
place;  they  did  not  require  of  him.  to 
criminate  himself,  though  if  he  could  have 
given  a  satisfactory  account  of  himself 
during  that  period,  the  case  would  bear 
a  very  different  complexion,  and  the  ma*, 
gistrates  would  not  have  acted  properly 
if  they  had  not  given  him  an  opportdnity 
of-^ccounting  for  that  time.  The  indi- 
vidual  who  put  an  end  to  himself  to 
evade  justice  was  taken  op  on  Mner<s^so»- 
picton  ;  would  the  hon.  baronet  say 'he 
ought  not  to  have  beea  dotaioed  ^  Was 
the  hon.  baronet  prepared  io^  siy  4lNtt  all 
persons  taken  op  on  sospickib'OOghC  k»  be 
discharged  ?  But  there  wab^thef^  greatest 
degree  of  harshness  and  injustipe  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  conduct  ojf  <he  dm- 
gistrates  upon  that  occasion  was  'atiimad* 
verted  upon  by  that  Hodse.  One  hon. 
gentleman  charged  them  with  not  sufll* 
cient  exertion,  another  started  up 'and 
charged  them  with  being  too  severe. 
For  all  these  reasons  he  saw  no  gronnde 
whatever  for  the  preseilt  motion. 

Mr.  WhUhread  thought  a  great  part  of 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the£x« 
chequer^s  speech  should  have  been  made 
before  the  orighial  motion^  for  if  he  could 
not  prevail  on  the  House  in  the  first  in* 
stance,  they  could  not  now  concur  with 
him  in  thinking  the  present  motion  was , 
wrong.  He  denied  that  any  imputation 
had  been  thrown  on  the  police  magistrates 
by  the  hon.  baronet ;  no  such  imputatioQ 
was  intended.  Some  of  them  were  person* 
ally  known  to  him,  and  highly  respeetabfo. 
He  knew  no  individual  more  so,  than  the 
worthy  magistrate,  Mr. 'Graham.  But  the 
police  system  was  altogether  an  object  of 
Jealousy.  And  he  well  recollected  the 
exertions  of  an  hon.  friend,  now  no  more* 
(Mr.  Windham) against thatsystem,  which 
he  considered  an    infrkigenient   on  tho 


From  the  unwillingness  to  produce 

these  returns,  he  should  most  strongly 
suspect  there  was  something  wrong  in  the 
appointment  of  some  of  these  magistrates. 
It  there  was  any  thing  improper  in  point 
of  le^al  form,  to  the  mode  proposed,  he 
hoped  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would 
condescend  to  suggest  the  best  mode  of 
coming  at  the  fact.  The  legislature  hav- 
ing  passed  a  law»  it  was  right  they  should 
see  whether  or  not  that  law  was  evaded. 
It  was  of  the  greatest  importance  to  thb 
ends  of  justice  that  they  shduld  know  that 
those  to  whom  the  administration  of  the 
law  was  confided,  were  properly  qualified. 
For  these  reasons  he  warmly  concurred  in 
the  motion  of  the  hon.  bsronet 

The  Chancellor  nf  the  Exchequer  o\M%rvtA, 
that  there  never  was  a  motion  brought 
forward  in  that  House  with  lew  grounds  to 
maintain  it.  The. hon.  baronet  assumed 
that,  of  which  there  was  not  the  slightest 
evidence.  He  conceived  there  we're  two 
answers  to  the  proposition  of  the  hon. 
baronet,  the  first  ^as,  that  there  was  no 
reason  whatever  to  believe  the  law  had 
been  broken  ;  and  the  second  was,  that  if 
it  had,  the  last  thing  the  House  would  do 
would  be  to  call  on  that  individual  who 
liad  broken  i^  to  give  evidence  tending  to 
criminate  himself.  This  was  the  strongest 
objection  to  any  motion  at  all  upon  the 
subject.  There  "were  no  grounds  laid  for 
the  motion ;  no  particular  charges  stated ; 
no  statement  founded  on  facts;  but  merely 
a  general  surmise  of  the  hon.  baronet, 
that  improper  appointments  had  been 
made.  There  were  no  reasons  for  this  en- 
quiry, unless  the  hon.  baronet  could  lay 
such  grounds  before  the  House  as  would 
satisfy  them  that  the  inquiry  should  be 
gone  into.  The  House  had  never  express- 
ed an  opinion  that  the  law  had  been 
broken  ;  if  it  had,  the  legislature  had 
provided  the  remedy,  with  which  the 
House  had  nothing  to  do.  If  the  law 
was  broken,  the  penalty  was  incurred, 
qui  tarn  actions  would  lie  against  the  party 
so  violating  the  law  ;  and  the  case  would 
be  tried  by  a  jury,  who  would  have  to  de- 
termine up«n  the  proof.  There  was  no- 
thing in  this  law  which  applied  more  par- 
ticularly to  the  police  magistrates  than  to 
every  magistrate  throughout  the  country. 
Would  the  hon.  baronet  call  upon  them 
all  to  sute  what  was  and  are  their  qualifi- 
cations, and  where?  How  was  the  hon. 
baronet  to  maintain  the  character  of  the 
magistracy  by  this  mode  of  proceeding  ? 
It  was  an  easy  Usk  for  gentlemen  to  say 
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liberty  of  the  rabjeet;  tbis  was  the  ob- 
jection of  the  hon.  baronet ;  this  was  the 
object  of  jealousy  of  which  the  House 
complained.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
ealled  on  the  hon.  baronet  to  substantiate 
his  cbargeiB ;  that  was  not  necessary  ;  it 
was  more  important  to  know  whether 
those  police  magistrates,  from  a  state  of 
independence^  had  become  dependent. 
But  it  was  said,  that  l^  making  these  re- 
turns, the  magistrates  would  become  liable 
to  danger.  What  daneer  would  they  be 
exposed  to  ?  He  should  be  glad  that  some 
of  the  learned  gentlemen  opposite  would 
point  out  to  him,  whether  they  would  he 
m  more  danger  than  if  a  common  informer 
were  to  prosecute }  Would  he  not  be  ca- 
pable of  bringing  proof  of  the  want  of 
quali6cation  ?  And  why  should  the  House 
of  Commons  be  refused  that  which  an  in- 
former could  procure?  If,  therefore,  no 
other  mode  should  be  pointed  out,  be  should 
feel  it  his  duty  to  support  the  present  motion. 

The  Attorney  General  wished  to  know 
what  grounds  the  House  had  against  these 
persons,  that  they  should  call  on  them  for 
their  qualifications }  The  legislature  had 
already  provided  a  remedy ;  they  were 
subject  to  a  heavy  penalty.  He  assured 
the  hon.  gentleman,  that  from  any  thing 
within  his  own  knowledge,  or  the  inform- 
ation he  had  received  from  his  hon.  friends, 
there  was  not  the  least  grounds  of  suspi- 
cions whatever  against  the  police  magis- 
trates, and  he  could  not  see  any  reason 
why  that  should  be  enforced  against  the 
police  magistrates,  which  was  not  en- 
forced against  all  the  other  masistrates  of 
the  country.  He  objected  to  the  motion, 
'  because  it  called  upon  them  to  bring  proof 
Against  themselves  of  having  acted  ille 
gaily,  and  whatever  a  man  stated  against 
himself  was  evidence  against  him,  and  the 
conceived  the  House  might  direct  a  pro- 
secution, wherein  his  own  admission  niight 
be  evidence  against  him. 

Sir  J.  Newport  considered  that  there  was 
a  great  distinction  between  the  police 
magistrates  and  the  magistrates  of  coun- 
ties, the  one  acted  voluntarily  without 
any  pay,  the  other  was  handsomely  paid 
byl  tne  public ;  and  as  servants  of  the 
public,  and  paid  by  the  public,  their  con- 
duct was  equally  liable  to  be  enquired  into 
by  that  House  as  any  collector  of  the 
fevenne,  or  any  o{her  public  officer. 

The  House  then  divided,  when  there  ap- 
peared 

For  the  Motion 7 
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DisTiLLBKY  BiLL.^  On  the  question 
for  the  House  resolving  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  this  Bill, 

The  Earl  of  LauderdaU  said,  he  did 
not   rise    to   oppose    the    Bill,    hot   be 
thought  it   incumbent  on  him  to   state 
his  reasons  for  not  doing  so.     He  had  on 
former   occasions    maintained,  and    still 
maintained  the  principle,  that  it  was  im« 
politic  to  stop  the  distillation  from  grain, 
because  such  a  measure  tended  to  the  dis- 
courag;ement  of  the  agriculture  of  the 
country,  and   he  was  convinced  that  to 
keep  up  the  distillation  from  grain  was  the 
best  method  of  insuring  a  supply  of  food 
for  a  year  of  scarcity,  when  it  should  be« 
come  absolutely  necessary  to  prevent  the 
consumption  of  grain  in  the  distilleries.     ' 
It  was  very  questionable,  whether  the  pro- 
duce of  the  late  harvest  had  been  so  defi- 
cient as  had  been  stated ;  but  under  the 
circumstances  in  which  we  were  placed, 
and  when  scenes  were  exhibited  in  the 
country   which  had   never    before   been 
seen  in  it,  he  thought  it  would  be  better 
to  lean  to  the  safe  side,  and  not  to  run 
the  risk  of  increasing  any  scarcity  that 
already  existed.    It  was  upon  this  ground, 
therefore,  that  he  did  not  oppose  the  Bill ; 
the  measure  was,  however,  very  objec- 
tionable in  another  point  of  view.     His  "^ 
Majesty's  ministers  bsving  the  means  of 
ascertaming  the  deficiency  in  the  produce 
of  the  late  harvest,  ought  undoubtedly  to 
have  called  parliament  together  for  the 
purpose  of   taking  the   earliest  possible 
steps  to  counterai^t  the  evil,  or  if  there  was 
any  inconvenience  in   assembling  parlia- 
ment, they  ought  to  have  acted  upon  their 
responsibility  in  stoppine  the  distilleries, 
and  come  to  parliament  for  an  hidemnity.  ' 
As  it  was,  a  quantity  of  spirits  had  already 
been  distilled   from  grain,  sufficient,  in 
many  parts  of  the  country,  for  the  con- 
sumption of  the  year,  and  the  present 
measure  could  only  apply  to  the  quantity 
distilled  for  the  succeeding  year.      He 
thought  it  right  to  say  a  few  words  before 
he  sat  down  upon  the  observations  which    , 
had  been  made  upon  the  rejection  of  a 
similar  measure  by  the  House  last  session, 
which  had  been  brought  up  from  the  Com- 
mons.    Nothing  could  be  more  unfounded 
than  those  observations,  as  there  was  not 
at  that  period  any  scarcity  to  justify  sus- 
pending the  distillation  from  grain,  and 
therefore  the  House  acted  perractly  right 
in  I'ejecting  the  Bill. 
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Earl  Batkurti  laid  that  no  time  bad  been 
lost  in  bringing  forward  tbe  present  mea* 
rare.  It  wmb  ilirayi  dlffitolt,  in  tbe  early 
par^  of  the  leason,  to  ascertiain  the  extent 
of  any  deiioiency  in  the  produce  of 
the  harvest.  .  The  best  criterion  was 
Ibe  prices^  and  when  it  was  found  ihat 
the  harvest  had  turned  out  so  nluch  more 
unproductive  thap  general  report  had  at 
first  assumed,  a  decision  was  taken  to  stop 
tbe  distillation  from  grain;  and  subse- 
quent to  that  decision,  no  prorogation  of 
parliament  took  place.  As  to  the  execu- 
tive ffoiTernment  toking  upon  itself  to  issue 
an  order  to  stop  the  distilleries,  he  thought 
it  an  unjustifiable  measure,  at  least  one 
that  could  only  be  justified  by  the  greatest 

Possible  necessity,  and  certainly  a  measure 
ighly  unconstitutional. 
~~  Lord  Grensille  entirely  agreed  with  his 
noble  friend  who  had  just  sat  down,  that 
it  would  have  been  highly  unconstitutional 
for  the  executive  government  to  have 
taken  upon  itself  to  have  issued  an  order 
to  stop  the  distilleries,  and  that  it  was  a 
measure  which  could  only  be  justified  by 
extreme  necessity.  His  Majesty's  minis* 
ters,  however,  had  it  in  their  power  to 
summon  parliament  to  meet  in  fourteen 
days,  and  therefore  they  had  the  means  of 
'  bringihff  the  subject  earlier  into  discus- 
sion. He  regretted,  however,  to  observe, 
that  the  unconstitutional  mode  of  petition- 
ing the  executive  government  instead  of 
the  parliament,  was  fast  gaining  ground 
among  the  people.  Instead  of  waiting  to 
petition  parliament,  petitions  were  ad- 
dressed to  the  executive  government,  for 
them  to  take  steps  to  stop  the  distillation 
from  grain,  and  even  the  citizens  of  Lon- 
don, meeting  in  the  very  metropolis  where 
Uie  parliament  assembles,  had  adopted 
this  mode  of  petitioning  the  executive  go- 
vernment. With  respect  to  the  Bill  be- 
fore the  House,  he  was  inimical  to  the 
principle  of  stopping  the  distillation  from 
grain,  nor  could  be  even  go  so  far  as  his 
noble  friend  near  him»  in  considering  it  as 
a  principle,  that  the  suspension  of  the  dis- 
tillation from  grain  ought  to  be  resorted 
to  in,  a  year  of  scarcity,  because  he 
thought  that  even  setting  up  that  principle 
tended  ,to  discourage  the  agriculture  of 
the  country.  Under  the  present  circnn^- 
stances,  however,  of  the  country,  he  was 
not  disposed  to  press  the  reluctance  which 
he  felt  to  agree  to  a  measure  of  this  nature. 
He  was  not  so  much  influenced  to  this  con- 
duct by  the  internal  state  of  the  country 
—a  state  which,  in  one  populous  part  of  it. 


w»s  most  undoubtedly  dfsgracefol  to  mi* 
nisters.  Discontents  had  been  suffered  to 
grow  into  riot  and  tumukf  and  threatened 
to  increase  to  actual  rebellion,  without  any 
ateps  being  taken  by  government  to  re« 
press  these  disorders,  and  it  certainly  te* 
flectf  d  no  credit  upon  parliament  that  it 
had  been  sitting  to  loi|g  witho«t  taking 
any  notice  of  these  exQesaes.  *  He  was  not» 
however,  so  much  influenced  by  these  cir- 
cumstances in  opposing  the  present  Bill> 
as  by  the  sta^  of  our  foreign  commerce* 
Cut  off*  from^  all  supplies  mm  the  con^ 
nent  of  Europe,  and  he  feared  also  from 
America ;  at  war  nearly  with  all  £urope» 
and  the  war  likely,  he  feared,  to  he  ex^ 
tended  to  tbe  most  calamitous  quarter  Car 
this  country,  namely  America,  it  was  tb« 
consideration  that  we  could  not  under 
these  circumstances  obtain  supplies  throogli 
tbe  means  of  our  foreign  cosamerce,  that 
chiefly  induced  him  not  to  press  bis  re* 
luctance  to  the  present  nseasure. 

The  Earl  of  LmdtriaU  observed,  that 
ministers  had  resorted  to  a  more  unconsti* 
tutional  mode  than  the  one  he  had  pointed 
out,  in  stating  to  the  distillers,  that  the  dis^ 
tillation  from  grain  would  be  stopped,  and 
thereby  intimating  that  the  voice  of  par- 
liament went  for  nothing,  and  that  the  dc* 
cision  of  the  executive  government  vaf 
every  thing.     « 

Earl  Bmhurti  said,  that  when  the  peti- 
tions came  before  the  executive  govern- 
ment, a  decision  was  taken  upon  thena^ 
and  it  was  intimated  to  tbe  parties  int#» 
rested,  that  a  proposition  would  be  made 
to  parliament  to  suspend  the  distillatioa 
from  grain^  leaving  tnem  to  puriue  their 
own  course.  Was  there  any  thing  un* 
constitutional  in  this  ? 

The  Bill  passed  through  the  Coinmitteej 
and  was  reported. 

HOUSE  OP  COMMONS. 

M<Mda^t  February  3. 

Thanks  or  tub  Housb  givbn  to  Majos 
General  Coi^e.]  Major  general  the  boo. 
Galbraith  Lowry  Cole  being  como  to  the 
House,  the  Speaker  acquainted  him,  thai 
the  House  had,  upon  the  7th  of  June,  ia 
the  last  session,  resolved.  That  the  Tbanke 
of  this  House  be  given  to  him  for  his  dis- 
tinguished exertions  on  the  lOthofAiaj 
last,  in  tbe  glorious  battle  at  Alboeva» 
which  terminated  in  the  signal  defeat  ni 
the  enemy's  forces  ;  and 

The  Sjpeahar  gave  him  the  Thanks  of  the 
Honte  accordingly,  as  followeth  : 
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^  M«)of  Qeneril  Colt ;  after  your 
1«ivg  a^enoe  upon  military  serTice,  we 
caNDoi  bahoM  jiaar  ratum  amoDgtt  us, 
without  calling  to  mind  the  memorable 
events  wbicb  £^Te  signalised  the  arms  of 
this  country  in  modern  times,  and  in  which 
▼00  have  home  a  distinguished  part.»- 
fn  the  annals  of  our  military  history,  the 
plains  of  Maida  can  nerer  be  forsotten  ; 
where  British  valour  and  the  steadiness  of 
British  dtacipline  rooted  the  veteran  troops 
of  France,  and  humbled  the  pride  of  a 
presumptuous  enemy;  and  we  cannot 
ibrge^  that  in  the  history  of  that  day,  your 
name  stands  inrolled  amongst  those  whose 
gallantry  bore  the  brunt  of  the  contest, 
and  decided  its  issue.  Pursuing  the  same 
career  of  honour,  and  toiling  onwards  in 
the  fields  of  war,  you  have  again  claimed 
our  admiration  and  gratitude  by  your  dis- 
tinguished exertions  in  the  hard-fought 
battle  of  Albuera  :  for  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  allied  armies  upon  that  day 
has  given  us  his  recorded  testimony,  that, 
by  your  experienced  eye,  and  judicious 
valour^  the  triumph  of  the  day  was  com- 
pleted ;  when  you  were  seen  leading  on 
your  troops  to  the  charge,  and  although 
yovrself  amongst  the  wounded,  yet  fore- 
moat  amongst  the  victorious. — ^These  deeds 
of  glory  lose  not  their  reward  with  a  great 
and  warlike  nation.  I  therefore  do  now, 
in  the  name,  and  by  the  command,  of  th^ 
Commons  of,  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  deliver  to  you 
their  unanimous  Thanks  for  your  distin- 
guished exertions  in  the  glorious  battle  of 
Albuera." 

Upon  which  Major  General  CoU  said, 

^ "  Sir  ;  to  be  considered  by  this  House  as 
deserving  their  Thanks,  is  certainly  highly 
gratifying  to  my  feelings  ;  but  1  should  ill 
deserve  the  honour  conferred  on  me,  or  the 
situation  I  hold,  were  I  to  take  that  merit 
to  myself,  which  is  unquestionably  due  to 
the  unconquerable  spirit  and  gallantry  o£ 
the  troops  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  com- 
mand on  that  memorable  day.  To  them, 
and  to  them  alone,  thanks  are  due.  I  beg 
the  House  however  will  do  me  the  justice 
to  believe,  I  am  fully  sensible  of  the 
honour  conferred  on  me  ;  and  I  have  to 
regret  my  inability  to  express  my  obliga- 
tion to  you.  Sir,  for  the  handsome  and 
ftatlering  terms  in  whtch  you  have  been 
pleased. to  conyey  them."  ' 

Ordered,  nem.  cm.  That  what  has  been 
now  said  by  Mr,  Speaker  in  giving  the 
Thanks  of  this  House  to  major  general 
Cole,  together  with  his  Answer  thereto, 
be  print^  in  the  Votes  of  this  day. 


Statx  of  Irblahd.]  Lard  Merpetk 
rose  and  spake  as  follows ; 

Mr.  Speaker;  in  rising  to  propose  to 
the  House  to  go  hito  a  Committee  on  the 
actual  State  of  Ireland,  I  am  sensible  that 
some  apology  is  due  from  me,  for  attempt- 
ing to  brinff  before  theur  consideration 
a  subject  of  such  magnitude  and  impor- 
tance. It  is,  I  believe,  within  the  know* 
ledge  of  many  members  of  the  House, 
that  a  notice  was  given  of  a  similar  mo* 
tion  in  the  name  of  a  noble  relation  of 
mine,  now  unfortunately  prevented  from 
attending  his  parliamentary  duty  :— how- 
ever anxious  he  might  feel  to  discharge 
that  duty  (and  no  one,  I  am  confident,  is 
more  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the 
subject,)  yet  the  House  must  be  aware 
that  occasions  may  occur,  in  which  the 
strongest  sense  of  parliamentary  duty 
mav  be  allowed  to  yield  to  the  severe 
and  melancholy  pressure  of  domestio 
calamity.  The  task  therefore  that  he 
has  been  oblieed  to  relinquish,  I  have 
ventured  to  undertake. 

I  have  a  consolation  in  thinking  that 
the  actual  State  of  Ireland  will  not  require 
any  minute  and  detailed  description  ;  it 
is  written  in  characters  too  plain,  dis- 
tinct, and  intelligible  to  be  mistaken  by 
the  most  careless,  or  misinterpreted  by 
the  most  perverse  :  it  needs  not  the  aid 
of  rhetoric,  nor  the  embellishments  of 
oratory ;  it  comes  home  to  the  feel- 
ings and  understandings  of  all  men. 

With  regard  to  the  motion  that  I  shall 
have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  the 
House,  though  it  comprehends  the  whole 
actual  State  of  Ireland,  I  certainly  wish 
to  confine  my  view  of  it  principally  to 
the  consideration  of  those  disabilities  of 
which  the  Catholics  have  long  complain- 
ed, and  under  which  they  still,  continue 
to  labour.  I  should  wish,  as  far  as  I  am 
personally  concerned,  to  abstain  from  en- 
tering into  a  discussion  respecting  the  le- 
gality or  illegality  of  the  late  proceed- 
ings of  the  Irish  government,  and  the  con- 
struction that  in  their  discretion  they 
have  put  on  the  Convention  act.  Not 
that  I  conceive  that  it  is  not  within  the 
competence  of  parliament  to  institute 
such  an  enquiry,  but  I  thould  be  reluc- 
tant in  the  course  and  train  of  judicial 
proceedings,  to  propose  the  adoption  of 
any  specific  proposition,  which  might  be 
supposed  in  any  degree  to  affect  or  impair 
the  ends  of  substantial  justice.  But  with 
regard  to  the  policy  which  dictated  these 
measures,  with  regard  to  the  policy  whicb 
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dictates  the  continoance  and  extenaion  of 
these  proceedingiy  combined  with  the 
ajstem  of  unqualified  and  undeviating  op- 
position to  the  claims  of  the  Catholics  so 
uniformly  maintained  by  the  present  mi* 
nisters,  I  am  justified  in  asserting  that 
an  increased  degree  of  dissatisfaotion  and 
discontent,  an  increased  feeling  of  disquiet 
and  irritation,  has  been  produced  through- 
out the  whole  of  the  Catholic  community ; 
and  it  does  not  appear  to  be  confined  to 
the  Catholics  alone:  in  many  parts  of 
Ireland  the  Protestants  have  come  for- 
ward in  support  and  vindication  of  their 
Catholic  brethren.  There  can  hardly  in- 
deed be  a  stronger  proof  of  the  urgency  of 
the  crisis  than  that  those  whose  interesu 
have  been  represented  as  so  adverse  to 
those  of  the  Catholics,  should  now  find 
their  interests  and  their  security  most 
promoted  by  advancing  and  supporting 
the  claims  of  their  fellow  countrymen. 
Reflections'  of  this  nature,  and  a  consi- 
deration <  of  the  state  of  discontent  and 
dissatisfaction  so  widely  and  unequivo- 
cally felt  by  the  whole  body  of  Catholics, 
would  naturally  lead  to  the  propriety  of 
examining  into  the  grievances  complained 
of,  and  the  duty  indeed,  consistently  with 
the  security  of  the  country,  of  satisfacto- 
rily redressing  them. 

Ic  is  sufficient  in  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject to  recall  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  various  discussions  that  have  taken 
place  upon  former  occasions,  without  en- 
deavouring to  repeat  the  arguments  by 
which  they  were  supported.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  travel  back  to  the  council  of 
Constance,  or  to  the  decrees  promulgated 
in  the  fourth  of  Lateran. .  It  u  hardly  ne* 
cessary  to  eo  into  a  review  of  the  earlier 
periods  of  English  connection  with  Ire- 
land, of  the  policy  pursued  by  king  Wil- 
liam, nor' even  to  dwell  at  any  length 
upon  the  history  of  the  two  acts  that  were 
passed  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, so  emphatically  called  the  two  feroci- 
ous acts  of  qtfeen  Aime,^  which,  however 
apparently  justified  by  the  necessity  of 
the  times,  and  the  circumstance  of  a  Ca- 
tholic party  beioff  in  league  with  a  fo- 
reign rretender,  did  nevertheless  impose 
the  badge  of  servitude  and  submission 
upon  a  prostrate  and  degraded  population. 
Much  indeed  has  been  done  since  that 
period  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the 
Catholics,  and  I  am  not  disposed  to  un- 
der-rate  the  value  of  that  amelioration. 
Those  obnoxious  sututes  have  been  re* 
pealed,  and  the  consequence  has  been. 


that  Ireland  has  sprung  forward  #ith  the 
vigour  and  elasticity  of  youth  ;  but  die»* 
abilities,  though  modifi^  in  extent,  yet 
not  contemptible  in  degree,  still  con- 
tinue. The  principle  of  exclusion  is  stilt 
maintained  :  that  principle,  which,  whem 
founded  solely  on  dififerences  in  pointa 
of  doctrine  and  in  modes  of  faith,  and  no 
longer  applied  as  a  test  to  discriminale 
and  detect  opinions  politically  dangerooa, 
can  only  be  considered  by  dispassionate 
persons  as  afiixing  upon  the  whole  body 
of  the  Catholics  an  unnecessary  penalty, 
conveying  an  unmerited  reproach,  and 
wantonly  inflicting  a  gratuitous,  dis- 
grace. 

The  amount  and  nature  of  the  several 
disabilities  is  sufficiently  known  to  the 
House.  It  is  indeed  contended  m  Itmineg 
that  the  removal  of  these  disqualificationa 
would  not  materially  interest  or  a£fect  the 
great  mass  of  Catholic  population.  It  la? 
contended,  that  the  private  soldier  would 
feel  no  gratification  or  pride  in  see* 
ing  the  officer  whom  he  had  followed  to 
battle  and  to  victory  elevated  to  the  high- 
est rank  in  his  profession ;  that  the  Irieh 
peasantry  would  feel  no  aatislmctioni  in 
seeing  their  peerage  resuming  their  he* 
reditary  seats  in  the  legislature  of  their 
country,  or  their  gentry  raised  to  .the. 
highest  offices  of  the  bar  and  of  the  state* 
Such  positions  are  not  only  at  variance 
with  the  declarations  of  the  Catholics 
themselves,  with  the  testimony  ol  those 
best  acquainted  with  their  character  and 
disposition,  but  utterly  irreconcilable 
with  the  feelings  of  human  nature  it* 
self. 

The  objections  to  concessions  to  the 
Catholics  may  be  divided  into  two  classes: 
the  one  containing  those  that  apply  te-  the 
whole  principle  of  concession  under  any 
circumstances,  and  at  any  time;  the"*^ 
other  containing  those  not  hostile  to  the 
principle,  but  censuring  and  criticising 
th^  time  and  mode  of  applying  the  re- 
medy. ^  The  first  is  indeed  of  a  formidable 
description  :  it  is  contended  by  those 
who  oppose  the  principle,  that  the  con- 
cession of  capacity  of  power  to  the  Ca- 
tholics would  materially  endanger,  if  not 
subvert,  the  Protestant  esUblishment  in. 
church  and  state.  The  reasons  indeed  of 
this  alarm,  the  grounds  upon  which  it  is 
founded,  have  never«  in  my  opinion,  been 
defined  with  that  degree  of  accuracy  aa 
to  carry  even  the  semblance  of  conviction 
to  an  unprejudiced  mind.  That  alarm 
must  proceed  4ipon  the  utter  disregard 
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«nd  eoinplete  disbeltef  of  all  the  declara«> 
tioDs  that  have  been  made  by  the  Catho- 
lics, of  the  oaths  they  hare  taken,  and  are 
Beady  to  take,  of  the  testftby  which  they 
are  willing  and  anxious  to  abide.  But 
looking  at  the  condition  •  of  the  Catholics 
in  the  mixed  ratio  of  their  population  and 
their  property,  cotinterbalanced  as  it  is 
by  the  creat  authority  and  influence  of  the 
establishment,  countert>a]anced  also  as  it 
it  by  the  power  and  influence  of  the  great 
body  of  the  dissenters  (not  particularly  in- 
terested  in  bnilding  a  Catholic  hierarchy 
vp<m  the  rains  of  a  Protestant  establish* 
sient),  is  it  not  absurd  and  eztrayagant 
io  soppose  that  the  Catholics,  if  thev  had 
the  inclination  (which  I  deny),  could  hare 
the  power  to  subvert  the  Protestant  esta- 
blishment? If  I  could  have  entertained 
such  a  belief,  I  should  be  most  culpable 
in  proposing  the  present  measure  ;^  I  should 
have  been  culpable  in  the  successive  votes 
that  I  have  given  in  favour  of  the  Catholic 
petitions,  f  should  also  have  been  cul- 
pable in  having  given  my  support  to  the 
great  measure  of  the  Union  under  the  de- 
cided expectation  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  government  of  that  day,  upon 
the  accomplishment  of  that  work,  to  have 
proposed  such  measures  of  relief  to  the 
Catholics  as  would  have  effectually  re^ 
ipoved  the  causes  of  the  present  discon- 
tents. How  these  expectations  were  rea- 
lized, it  is  needless  now  to  encjuire.  How 
the  expectations  of  the  Catholics  were  rea- 
lised, IS  a  subject  of  graver  import  and  of 
weightier  consideration ;  but  in  this  part 
of  the  subject  it  is  only  necessary  to  refer 
to  a  statement  so  convincingly  made  upon 
a  former  occasion  by  a  right  hon.  friend 
of  mine  (Mr.  Elliot),  who  at  the  time  of 
the  Union  held  an  official  situation  in  the 
Irish  government.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
enter  into  discussions  that  have  been  fire- 
quently  repeated  ;  it  might  appear  almost 
presumptuous  to  tread  upon  ground  that 
still  bears  the  triices,  still  revives  the  re- 
collection of  that  great  man  (Mr.  Fox**,) 
now  unfortunately  no  more,  who  never 
displayed  the  powers  of  his  mind  with 
more  signal  effect,  than  when  he  stood 
forth  the  champion  and  advocate  of  the 
civil  an^  religious  liberties  of  his  country- 
men. Nor  will  I  venture  upon  topics  il- 
lustrated and  adorned  by  the  geriius  and 
eloquence  of  a  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Grattan),  whom  we  have  the  good  fortune 
'■■<■■■       '  I  ■  I     I  I       1 .1 

*  For  Mr.  Fox's  Motion  on  the  Stat«  of 
Ireland,  see  Vol.  4,  p.  834i*. 
(VOL.  XXI.) 


to  possess  among  us,  and  to  whom,  ibr 
these  and  for  similar  services,  Ireland  must 
ever  look  with  feelings  of  esteem  and 
gratitude. 

There  are  objections  of  a  more  pliant 
and  less  robust  texture,  which  do  not  ap* 
ply  to  the  principle  of  ixmcession,  but  to 
the  time  and  the  mode  of  introducing  the 
measure.  With  resard  to  those  who  are 
averse  to  the  principle,  I  am  afraid  no 
time  or  circumstances  can  influence  the 
severity  of  their  opinions;  but  to  those 
who  have  looked  with  an  eye  of  indul* 
gence  on  the  claims  of  the  Catholics,  I 
should  hope  that  the  present  moment 
would  not  appear  to  be  unpropitious.  I 
should  trust  that  the  object  will  not  be 
seen  as  through  a  mist,  and  in  a  distant 
perspective ;  it  will  not  now  be  suffered 
te  elude  their  grasp  and  recede  from  their 
vision.  I  should  hope  that  it  might  ap- 
pear to  them  as  if  we  were  willing,  by  a 
sort  of  spontaneous  movement,  to  advance 
one  step  in  the  road  of  conciliation ;  that 
we  were  desirous  to  atone  in  some  mea- 
sure for  the  long  series  of  injustice  and  op* 
pression,  which  disgraced  and  deformed 
the  earliej:  periods  of  English  rule  in  Ire* 
land  ;  am  that  even  in  kkter  transactions 
we  xmzht  be  inclined  to  soften  the  bitter- 
ness of  frustrated  hope  and  protracted  dii« 
appointment.  We  might  be  enabled  to 
add  a  grace  to  concession,  which  in  the 
estimation  of  &  spirited,  open-hearted, 
loyal,  and  affectionate  people  might  ma- 
terially enhance  the  value,  of  the  gift  But 
even  in  this  view  of  the  subject  I  am  far 
from  pressing  the  hasty,  immediate,  un- 
conditional, and  unqualified  acquiescence 
in  all  the  claims  of^  the  Catholics^  We 
have,  I  trust,  time  to  examine  the  subject 
maturely  and  deliberately ;  we  have  time 
to  combine  our  conceasions  with  all  the 
securities  not  only  essential  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  doctrines  of  the  Protestant 
church,  but  to  the  entire  and  inviolate 
preservation  of  all  the  varied  gradation  of 
its  functions,  all  the  authority  of  its  insti- 
tutions, all  the  dignity,  splendour,  and  im^ 
portance  of  its  various  establishments. 
But  though  we  have  time  to  enter  into  the 
enquiry,  we  have  not  time  to  procrastinate 
the  period  of  beginning  it.  ^  '       ^ 

In  what  situation  are  we  placed  ?  It  is 
not  sufficient  that  the  most  effective  por- 
tion of  Europe  should  be  embattled  against 
us,  conducted  also  by  a  skill,  and  actuated 
by  an  energy,  never  before  paralleled.  It 
is  not  sufficient  that  we  should  be  upon 
th0  point  of  adcjing  the  inhabitants  of  an- 
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etker  beouipbere  to  th«  litl  of  our  ad- 
▼etraaiifi^;  but  io  Addition  to  ihU,  we  miuft 
Mrsue  a  system  iBost  jeminenily  caku- 
fated  to  encoarage,  cherish*  and  pro^pagate 
di«c«BtaBt  and  dissatisfiskction  at  hMe. 
Wbat  indeed  has  been  the  situatioB  of  Um 
Caibeiios?  Thair  Taiy  religion  Amb  been 
retiled  ;  itot  ferp  of  legion  held  and  re- 
vereBced  by  aiaeb  the  greater  poruoa  of 
the  Cbriatian  world,  has  been  converted 
into  a  term  of  roproaoh*  into  tbe  watob- 
woi*d  of  a  |»arty  :  they  have  been  assailed 
not  only  by  4he  abase  oad  tbe  invectivfea 
of  the  uliteiate«  bft  have  been  cxiposed  to 
the  nwB' statements  and  miarepreaenimioBs 
of  the  great  and  the  powerfa! ;  the  tp^O' 
ailioii  .to  their  claims  has  beep  made  ihe 
stepping-sione  to  ambition^  the  symbol  of 
loyatty*  and  ibe  road  and  favenae  to  pa- 

.  trona^e^  prefenneiu*  and  power.  Their 
condoct  kas  l>een  regolatad  and  moderate^ 
Ihey  hare  Iktened  to  y^ar  rapsHMiehes  with 
patienoe*  tbey  have  ne¥«r  discoiftinood 
their  effeotive  aid  and  tacoonr  to  the  man* 
mag  of  your  iiaTiea»  and  recroHing  your 
arniies  ;  and  have  co-operated  in  the  ow- 

.  ful  struggle  jn  which  you  are  engaged  with 
nndiminiflhed  resources  and  unexhausted 
aeal.  But  that  Ahey  sboald  siot  feel 
aciilely  and  aeosibiy  the  treatment  they 
have  experienoed*  is  to  suppose  ihem 
destiiuteof  the  common  feelings  of  human 
nature. 

And  whait  is  the  pveaent  situation  of  Uie 
Catholics?  According  so  the  construction 
put  by  govermnent  upon  the  Conveotion 
AtU  yau  are  proceeding  agaiost  nearly 
fonr-fibMis ,  of  the  population  of  Ireland, 
agauMit  a  fourth  of  the  population  of  the 
empire*  And  with  what  description  of 
poMons  ore  you  at  issue  ?  Not  with  those 
whom  the  ardour  and  inexperience  of 
foutb,  perh^s  the  chagrin  of  disap- 
pointed ambition,  may  have  ied  into  acts 
of  intemperance  and  violence ;  not  per- 
eons  of  ihat  description^  but  with  tnose 
"Whom  the  whole  body  of  t^  Catholic 
persuasion  looks  up  to  as  among  those  who 
are  the  most  ominent  in  rank,  the  most 
distingniAed  in  talents,  the  most  estima- 
bte  in  all  the  public  and  private  relations 
of  life.    You  proceed  against  them  as  if 

,  ihey  were  engaged  in  some  dark  and  mya- 
ierious  confederacy  to  unhinge  the  fabric 
of  that  constitution,  into  a  full  participa- 
tion of  whose  blessings  it  has  been  the 
highest  object  of  their  ambition,  the  un- 
ixasing  prayer  of  their  petition,  to  be  al- 
lowed to  enter,  if  indeed  you  suspect 
ibeir  loyalty^  it  is  the  duty  of  government 


to  institute  preeMings  calculated  to  meat 
the  exlganey  of  the  case.  If  you  ioresee 
danger,  you  snust  teke  measures  to  avert 
it ;  %ot  if  it  is  only  the  scheme,  the  modc^ 
andmachinery  of  delegation*  against  which 
you  direct  the  strong  aarm  of  authority^  it 
must  be  recollected  that  in  the  case  of  the 
Catholic  such  a  system  ku  not  only  bee* 
ioierated»  but  has  been  recognised  by 
former  governmenlib  and  that  no  evil  oF- 
focts  haye  ever  been  staled  to  have  ro- 
snlied  Irom  such  toleration  -and  such  ra* 
cognition.  Is  it  then  expedient,  is  it  wiaa# 
for  auch  an  object*  and  with  sach  a  view* 
to  perplex,  hanrass»  and  disturb  the  whole 
of  the  Catholic  oommanity?  Without 
then  impntin^  any  criminality  of  intett* 
tion»  ar  any  diegality  of  proceeding,  to 
iie  goverMnent  of  Ireland  ^and  I  am  not 
dispoaed  te  advance  ao  senous  a  charga 
wiilMttt  a  firm  conviction  of  the  truth  by 
which  it  is  eupported),  I  am,  I  think,  jua« 
tified  in  eantending  that  the  conduct  of 
that  government  has  produced  a  state  of 
aiaias  in  that  country,  which  loudly  and 
imperiously  demands  investigation  and 
inquiry.  The  grounds  of  the  motion 
which  I  have  the  baoourof  submttlingto 
the  Hon^e,  are  reducible  within  a  narrow 
compass  ;  tbey  resolve  themselves  into 
the  state  of  dissatisfaction  and  discoolent 
arising  from  the  operation  of  the  disabili- 
ties suU  imposed  upon  the  Catholics,  and 
the  system  pursued  by  government  with 
regard  to  their  known  decided  and  re« 
corakd  opposition  to  the  claims  of  that 
body.  The  reosedy  I  propose  is,  to  enter 
without  delay  inte  the  ^eat  work  of  a 
sincere  and  cordial  conciliation  with  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland.  The  motives  which 
impel  me,  are  the  urgency  and  peril  of 
the  crisis,  and  the  serious  and  aBifei|^ned 
apprehension  that  delay  may  termmata 
not  only  to  the  prejudice,  but  eventually 
te  the  destruction,  of  the  country.  I  bu^ 
leave  te  move,  "  That  this  House  wiU 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
w^ole  House,  to  teke  inte  consideration 
the  present  State  of  Ireland.'* 

loe  Marquis  of  Ta9i$t0ck  merely  roM 
for  the  purpose  of  aeconding  the  metioat 
agreeing,  as  he  did,  with  all  that  his  noble 
friend  had  advanced  in  support  of  it. 

Sir  .Mil  NicMl,  after  a  fow  introdao^ 
tory  observations,  and  remarking  that  tha 
motion,  although,  in  words,  it  formed  a 
very  general  .proposition,  yet  sipaeared  to 
have-been  limited  by  the  noble  lord  who 
introduced  it  to  the  coneidefatioo  of  ^at 
is  usually  called  tha  Catholic  Qaestioat 
-  4 
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piwced>i<  nmthf  to  the  IblloivlBg  WHm:!  : 
hk  mier  f'wnxfe  ai  a  oomct  jodgment 

J  Ml  tfce  8ii6|tci,  k  is  proper  to  <most  it 
all  tends  im^  namos  wlHcb  only  tend 
t»dielorti«;  to  separate  il  from  seoeral 
topics,  wilk  wliich  h  is  very  reoMtely  cod- 
aected;  to  mark  oot  the  true  point  lor 
eooaic(eration«  and  Uy  keep  that  poim  eon* 
atantly  m  view ;  to  ascertain  where  the 
presomption  lies,  and  to  whiefa  side  tke 
btrrdeo  of  proof  belongs.    It  is  not  alto- 
getber  onnecessary  to  guard  ourseWes  on 
tbasepartictriars ;  for,  in  these  di8Ciis8ions> 
fve  are  is  the  habit  of  bearing  much  of 
excfodfiv  the  Catholics  from  their  '  na* 
tofad  rrghto/  of  depriying  them  of  their 
'  eonstitntional    privileges/    of    Catholie 
<  emaocipation/  as  if  they  were  hi  a  stato 
of  sNnrvry ;  we  hear  declamations  on  the 
odlonsness    of  '  persecution  and  iatolo- 
ranee/  and  on- the  val^of « dtH  and  reK* 
l^us  liberty/  as  it  there  were  many  con* 
ilctiiig  optaions  upon  those  sabjects*    In 
the  present  enNgbtened  stale  of  fociety 
there  is  hardly  an  edncated  and  mtelllgent 
perwon  who  6he9  not  hold^  in  detestation  and 
abhorrence,  any  approaeh  towarde  perse* 
eution  and  intolerance,  who  does  not  hold; 
in  the  highest  estimation,  the  bhesslnffs  of 
crril  and  rdigioua  Kberty.    Svrely  it  is 
not  necessary  that  a  nvan  shonid  oease  to 
be  a  christian,  in  otder  not  to  be  a  bigot  ? 
or  should  lay  aside  relfgioas  preference, 
and  become  equally  tndiflfersnt  to  all  reli* 
gions,  itt  order  nf>t  to  be  intolerant.     If 
those  who,  from  a  regard  to  tolevation  It* 
self,  and  to  civtl  liberty,  are  anxious  to 
preserve  the  constitution,  in  ehoreh  and 
state,  as,  ar  present,  by  law  establishoci 
are  yet  to  be  charged  with  attempting  to 
raise  a  cry  of  •  no  Fopery,'  and  of  '  the 
cbtnrch  being  in  danger,'  when,  in  reality, 
an  attempt  is  made  artfblly  to  raise  a  cry 
against  them  of  bigotry,  persecntion,  and 
intolerance,  the  artiiiee  ought  to  be  point* 
e>d  oot  and  guarded  against.    On  the  one 
band,  no  person  can  seriously  believe  that 
llioee  respectable  members  of  the  legisla* 
tnre,  who  think  that  ferther  concessions 
oopbt  to  be  granted  to  the  Catholics,  have 
ft  m  view  to  pull  down  the  ehoreh  of  Eng- 
land and  to  introduce  popery ;  on  the 
ather  hand,  this  admission  may  fairly  be 
claimed  from  their  candour,  that  those 
wirbo  think  the  concessions  ought  not  to 
be  granted,  have  yet  no  disposition  to  pe#- 
aecation    and    intolerance.      The     true 
gronnd;  opon  which  we  onght  fairly  to 
meet;  is  this:  can  th^ee  concessteoa  be 
made  tritii  safety  to  tho  eoastitutioii  ?  if 
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tbey  ean,  raason  and  jastiea  appear  to  re* 
qmethiit  they  sbonkl  be  granted;  if  they 
oaonot,  season  and  justice,  jasU^e  lo  the 
rest  of  the  mation,  to  the  Protestanu  of 
Ireland  in  particalar,  and  even  to  the  Ca* 
tbolics  themselves,  Pecjoire  that  they  should 
be  withheld. 

Perhaps  the  v^ry  term,  '  conceisions/ 
will  bo  objected  to.  iTbe  CathoHes,  it 
"mW  bo  said,  do  not  cove  to  ask  conces- 
sions, bot  to  demand  their  rights,  their, 
birthrigfatSj*  their  natural  rights,  hs  this 
€oi»tr;|r  i^  i<  rather  too  late  to  enter  into  a 
dtscQBsioB  of  the  '  nataral  rights  of  man.^ 
In  constituted  societies  natnra  rights  must 
noeessarily  bo  abridged  forthepromotioa 
and  seearity  of  social  order.  The  consti^ 
totion  of  this  country  has  already  deBned 
what  portion  of  tboBo  rights  BMst  bo  taken 
away ;  we  mast  presume  that  as  large  a 
portion  of  our  natural  rights  haa  Doen  Kelt 
to  as,  aa  is  cansistont  with  the  order  and 
happiness  of  civil  society ;  if  there  haa 
not,  let  it  be  fhirty  and  openly  avowed^ 
that  it  is  the  constitution  itself  yompsoposa 
to  after. 

Instead  of  thus  avowing  the  real  propch 
sition,  other  terms  are  retorted  to ;  it  ia 
their  *  constitutional  privileges,  '  their 
share  in  the  constitution,'  that  the-CathO* 
lice  claim.  The  fallacy  of  this  pretension 
exposes  itself.  Where  are  these  privf* 
leges  to  be  found  but  in  the  kws  of  thn 
censtitotion  ?  If  the  laws  give  tbescvpri* 
leges,  it  is  unnecessary  to  apply  ta  parlia* 
raent;  they  already  have  them.  IF  the 
laws  exclude  them  from  these  pivilegev; 
then,  again,  it  is  the  constitution  yoa  pro* 
pose  to  alt^r. 

Torms,  however,  still  less  defkied,  are 
then  resorted  to*  The  '  principle  and 
spirit'  of  the  constitution,  '  these  would 
extend  religions  liberty  as  widelr  as  pot« 
sible.'  Thank  God!  they  would  carry 
the  blessings  of  toleration  as  far  as  oan 
possibly  be  done  with  safety  to  the  eod- 
stitution  itself.  -  9iit  it  is  still  to  be  pM- 
sumod,  that  the  laws  which  have,  at  va* 
rions  times,  been  made  lor  the  ionirova* 
ment  of  the  constitution,  have  been  framed 
in  its  true  ^  spirit  and  principle/  and  witb 
a  due  regard  to  'religious  liberty/  and. 
yet,  hitherto,  it  has  not  been  thought  safe 
by  those  laws  to  concede  to  the  Catholies 
what  they  now  demand.  What  is  the  very 
leading  principle  and  essentitil  oharaeter 
of  our  constitutional  laws,  so  far  as  tiiey 
ipegard  this  sobfoct }  the'  seetirity  of  tlto 
Protestant  establishment.  It  was  Ibrthe 
sake  o#  iocttring  the  Protasltot  Chiiroh> 
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that  the  revoltttion,  so  fondly  termed  the 
'  glorious'  reTolutioD«  was  principally  ef» 
fected.  It  is  for  the  security  of  that 
Church,  that  the  sotereigo  must  be  a  Pro- 
testant; that  the  royal  consort  must  be  a 
Protestant;  that  the  ministers  of  the^so- 
vereign  must  be  Protestant;  that  the  par* 
liament  must  be  Protestant.  It  is  for  the 
security  of  that  Church  that  the  house  of 
Brunswick  sits  upon  the  British  throne; 
why,  then,  the  constitutional  principle  of 
extending  religious  liberty  has  its  boun- 
dary; it  is  limited  by  whatever  is  neces* 
sary  to  the  security  of  the  Protestant  es- 
tabjished  Church. 

.  Let  it,  at  the  same  time,  be  recollected, 
thdt  this  conHtitotional  anxiety  for  the  safety 
of  the  Protestant  church,  is  not  founded  in 
a  bigotted  hostility  to  popery,  merely  as  a 
different  mode  of  worship,  and  a  difierent 
^  consiru -tion  of  divine  revelation, — ^not 
founded  merely  in  religious  preference, 
and  in  a  differenoe'  of  tenets;  but  it  is 
founded  aiso  in  an  anxiety  for  the  very 
aafety  of  civil  and  religious  liberty — an 
anxiety  growing  out  of  experience.-*£x- 
perience  had  proved  that  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic church  had  a  strong  tendehcy  to 
arbitrary  power  and  to  intolerance  ; — ex- 
perience-had  taught  our  ancestors  at  the 
revolution,  (and  its  impressions  should  not 
be  efiaced  from  our  recollection,  nor  from 
that  of  our  latest  posterity,)  that  popery, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  puritanism,  on 
the  other,  were  not  very  congenial  with 
civil  and  religious  liberty.  The  church 
of  England,  standing  between  the  two  ex- 
tremes, had  been  found  favourable  to 
both  ;  and  its  altar  was  considered  as  the 
soundest  basis  on  which  to  set  up  the  pal- 
ladium of  our  national  freedom. 

Seeing,  then,  that  the  constitution  itself, 
particularly  as  settled,  in  this  respect,  at 
the  revolution,  and  as  it  exists  (with  some 
subsequent  improvements)  at  this  day,  has, 
hitherto,  thought  it  necessary  to  exclude 
the  Catholics  from  a  certain  portion  of  the 
government  of  the  country ;  seeing,  also, 
Uiat  the  same  exclusion  existed  in  Ireland, 
while  a  separate  kingdom  and  having  a 
distinct  legislature,  and  that  it  was  not 
only  continued  upon  the  union  between 
the  two  kingdoms,  (whatever  might  be  the 
,  expectations  formed  by  the  Catholics  of 
ajly  subsequent  change)  but  that  the  pre- 
servation of  the  established  church  of  Eng- 
land and  Ireland  has  been  expressly  de- 
clared to  be  <  an  essential  and  funda- 
'  mental  part  of  the  union ;'' — where  lies 
the  presumption  ? — It  is  not  meant  to  be 


asserted  that  the  legitlatore  may  ndt  make 
alterations  and  improvements  m  the  con-  ' 
stitution  (so  far,  at  least,  as  is  consist^oT 
with  good  faith  to  the  Protestants  of  Ire- 
land, who  are  parties  vory  importantly  in* 
terested  in  this  question,  both  in  the  pr^-' 
servation  of  their  church  and  of  their  pro- 
perty) ;  but  all  that  is,  at  present,  at- 
tempted to  be  established^,  is  the  true 
ground  upon  which  the  consideration  of 
the  question  commences,  and  from  which 
it  seta  out.  Surely  it  must  be  admitted 
that  the  presumption  is  in  favour  of  the 
existing  constitution,  and  the  burden  of 
proof  lies  upon  the  Catholic  ;  he  and  hia 
advocates  must  make  out  their  reasons  for 
altering  the  constitution.— Here  is  no  new 
principle  of  exclusion  to  be  set  i|p^— no 
established  privileges  to  be  taken  away* 
The  Catholic  has  no  right  to  call  upon  his 
opponents  to  argue  this  as  a  question  of 
es^clusion  and  restriction,  against  which 
the  presumption  lies ;  that  question  has 
alresuly  been  decided  by  the  constitu- 
tion ; — he  must  establish  his  cas^  for  al« 
taring,  the  constitution,  and  must  shew 
that,  what  hitherto  could  not  be  done 
with  safety  and  propriety,  may  now  be 
effected  with  advantage  aiid  with  security. 

Not  only  does  the  proof  lie  upon  the 
Catholics,  but  its  clearness  must  be  pro- 
portioned to  the  magnitude  of  what  ia  . 
asked,  and  the  risk  in  granting  it.  At 
present,  no  specific  proposition  is  brought 
forward ;  yet,  on  the  other  haud«  no  former 
demands  are  given  up,  nor  are  any  coun- 
ter concessions  offered.  Referring,  there- 
fore, to  former  claims,  they  ask,  and  they 
propose  to  accept,  no  less  than  '  full,  conv- 
<  plete,  unqualined  participation  of  poltti- 
'  cal  power.' 

Now;  if,  upon  examination,  this  shall 
appear  not  to  be  giving  up  a  little  on  the 
part  of  the  Protestant  government  in  order 
to  confer  a  great  benefit  on  the  whole 
Catholic  body  ;  but  Ihat,  while  it  is  con- 
ferring comparatively  a  small  benefit  upon 
Catholics  in  general^  it  may  be  riskipg 
every  thing  to  the  Protestant  establish- 
ments, particularly  to  those  of  Ireland—  . 
in  that  case,  the  safety  of  the  measure 
should  be  made  out  to  be  clear  and  mani« 
fest ;  iu  safety  should  be  proved,  not  by 
specious  reasonings  and  theoretical  re- 
finements, for  against  those  are  to  be 
placed  pa^t  experience,  and  the  uniform 
decisions  of  our  ancestors.  The  chance  of 
partial  benefit  will  not  justify  the  risk  of 
universal  calamity.  Under  the  constito- 
tioi^  as  it  exists,  the  nation  has.eiijayed 
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thegreifestblearings;  liberty*— toleration 
— wealth — tranquiTlUy —external  great* 
Bess — and  domestic  happiness.  Before 
yre  risk  these  en)oyments«  by  an  impor- 
tant alteration  in  the  constitution,— rby  ad- 
mitting, into  a  full  participation  of  the 
powers  of  the  state»  a  description  of  per- 
sons whom,  the  constitution  (no  matter  for 
what  cause,  religious  or  other)  has,  hither- 
to, judged  it  necessary  to  exclude,  it  ought 
to  be  made  clear,  almost  to  moral  demon- 
stration, that  the  change  can  be  safely 
made. 

Let,  then,  the  true  question  for  consi- 
deration be  constantly  kept  in  sight.  It  is 
not  wheUier  the  Catholics  are  loyal ;  the 
great  body  of  them  are  loyally  attached 
to  tbe  constitution  and  to  the  empire,  and 
wonld  be  more  universally  so,  were  they 
not  led  astray  by  wicked  and  designing 
persons,  who,  to  answer  purposes  of  their 
own,  endeavour  to  exoite  the  Catholics  to 
turbulence.  It  is  not,  whether  they  shall 
have  full  toleration ;  they  have  it  already. 
It  is  not  whether  they  shall  be  protected 
in  their  persons  and  in  their  property; 
they  are  under  the  protection  ot  the  same 
laws  as  the  rest  of  the  king's  subjects :— > 
but  whether  they  shall  unconditionally 
sbare  in  every  part  af  political  power. 

That  some  qualiBcaiions  may  be  re- 
quired for  admission  into  the  exercise  of 
particular  parts  of  political  power  will 
hardly  be.  denied,  since  it  is  a  principle 
that  runs  through  almost  every  branch  of 
our  constitutional  law.  That  religious 
opinion  may  be  a  proper  qualification, 
should  not  be  brought  into  discussion; 
otherwise  it  may  be  necessary  to  defend 
the  propriety  of  requiring  the  sovereign 
himself  to  be  Protestant; — but  the  true 
point  to  be  discussed  (from  which  ground 
the  advocates  of  the  Catholics  should  not 
be  suffered  to  shift  the  question),  is  this, 
the  necessity  and  safety  of  making  the 
change,  and  which  can  only  be  establish- 
ed by  some  great  change  of  circumstances. 

What,  then,  is  this  great  change  ?-— Has 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion  changed  its 
tendency  ^nd  its  great  leading  characters? 
—Invidious  imputations  against  that  reli- 
gioil,  (which  can  only  produce  irritation, 
where  mutual  kindness  is  so  desirable,) 
should  be  carefully  avoided.  Whether 
|be  principles  of  a  dispensing  and  a  de- 
posing power,  and  of  keepin^p  faith  with 
heretics,  now  or  ever  did  exist,  need  not 
be  discussed.  How  far  the  abuse  of  such 
a  pretension  might  take  place  to  mislead 
tha  tow  and  ignorant,  may  be  one  ques- 


tion ;  but  affainst  the  enlightened  Catho* 
lie,  against  the  higher  orders  of  that  per* 
suasion,  the  imputation  of  such  principle! 
must  be  unfounded. 

Particular  tenets  of  the  religion,  such  ai 
traiisubstantiation,  the  worship  of  the  . 
Virgin,  and  the  like,  are  still  less,  material 
in  considering  this  question,  which  is  to  be 
examined  in  a. political,  and  not  in  a  reli« 
gious  point  of  view. 

But  the  political  tendency  of  the  reli- 
gion to  arbitrary  power  and  intolerance, 
and  its  leading  characters,  namely,  the 
dominion  of  the  priesthood  over  the  flock, 
and  the  authority  of  the  pope  over  the 
priesthood  ;  are  these  qualities  chansed  ? 
—and  while  they  exist,  can  these  claims 
be  safely  admitted  ? 

What  is  this  pow^r  of  the  pope  ?  an  au- 
thority of  the  most  extensive  kind,  vested 
in  a  foreigner,  not  under  the  controul  of, 
the  state;  and  that  foreigner  (whatever 
be  the  character  of  the  individual  who>  at 
present,  fills  the  station)  must  be,  as  long 
as  Europe  remains  in  its  present  condition, 
a  mere  instrument  in  the  hands  of  France* 

The  influence  of  the  priesthood  over  the 
flock,  is  also  nearly  without  limit;  it  is  not 
confined  to  religious  instruction,  but  ex- 
tends itself  into  all  their  civil,  their  so- 
cial, and  their  domestic  concerns.  The 
tendency  of  such  atf  influence,  under  such 
an  authority,  has  shewn  itself  in  all  past . 
times. 

The  existence  of  dangers  from  these 
circumstances  has  been  so  repeatedly  ad- 
mitted by  the  best  friends  of  the  Catholic 
cause,  that  it  seems  unnecessary  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  it.  By  the  best 
friends  of  the  Catholics  are  meant,  not 
those  who  are  endeavouring  to  mislead 
and  inflame  them  for  views  of  their  own, 
but  thos^  respectable  members  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament;  who;  at  different 
times,  have  brought  forward  and  support-, 
ed  their  petitions.  They  have  k^en  sen- 
sible of  these  dangers,  and  have  distinctly 
and  repeatedly  admitted  their. existence^ 
A  short  passage  or  two  from  the  celebra*. 
ted  letter  of  a  noble  lord  (Grenville)  inti- 
tled  to  high  respect,  the  Chancellor  of  thft 
University  of  Oxford,  will  serve  to  proVe 
the  assertion.  "  With  the  just  and  salo- 
tary  extension  of  civil  rights  to  your  body 
must  be  combined,  if  tranquillity  and 
union  be  our  object,  other  extensive  and 
complicated  arrangements^-all  due  provi- 
sion must  be  madisfor  the  inviolable  main- 
tenance of  the  religious  and  civil  establish^, 
ments  of  the  united  kingdom;   soch  at 
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least  h«8  always  beeli  my*  'Own  declared 
opinions.^' — *<^  Among^  these  meastires  I 
pointed  out  the  proposal  of  resting  m  the 
crown  an  effectual  negatiTe  on  the  ap-' 
pointipent  of  yoor  bishops.  That  sugges- 
tioii  had  preyiously  been  brought  forward 
in  the  House  of  Commons  to  meet  the  just 
expectations^  not  of  asy  bigotted  or  inte- 
rested champions  of  intolerance,  but  of 
men  of  the  purest  intentions  and  piost  en* 
lightened  judgment — men  willing  to  do 
alT  justice  to  the  loyalty  of  your  present 
bishops,  but  not  unreasonably  alarmed  at 
any  possibility  by  which  functions  of  such 
extensive  infloence  might  hereafter  be 
connected  with  a  foreign  interest  hostile 
to  the  tranquillity  of  yoor  country :  a  dan-^ 
ger  recently  very  much  increased  by  the 
captivity  and  deposal  of  the  head  of'^your 
church,  by  the  seizure  of  his  dominions, 
and  by  the  declared  intention  of  that  hos- 
tile government  to  assume,  in  future,  the 
exclusive  nomination  of  his  successors.^ 
•*-^  When  I  speak  of  the  necessity  of  com- 
bining with  the  accomplishments  of  vour 
wishes,  prpvisions  of  just  security  to  others, 
I  am  no  less  desirous  of  consulting  every 
reasonable  apprehension  on  your  part. 
To  the  forms  indeed  of  those  securities  I 
attach  comparatively  little  importance.'^ 
^— The  necessity,  then,  of  securities,  in 
some  form  or  other,  against  foreign  infln- 
ence,— of  complicated  arrangements  for 
domestic  tranquillity » — of  provisions  for 
the  iitviolable  maintenance  of  the  civil 
and  religious  establishments  of  the  united 
kingdom, — is  here  distinctly  stated,  not 
by  a  "  bigotted  champion  of  mtoferance,'' 
but  by^  thegreat  leader  of  the  Catholic  ad- 
vocates.— ^Tbe  same  admission  has  been 
repeatedly  made,  by  other  eminent  sup- 
porters of  the  Catholic  cause. 

Whether  any  such  barriers  and  arrange- 
ments can  be  devised  as  shall  affdrd  suffi- 
cient security.  Cannot  at  present  be  (exa- 
mined ;  because  none  are  now  proposed 
-*nor  hitherto  have  any  that  appear  satis- 
Aictory  been  any  where  stated.  The  nega- 
tive to  be  vested  m  the  crown  on  the  appoint- 
ment of  bishops,  has  since  been  rejected 
and  disavowed  by  the  Catholics,  notwith- 
standing  ''the  acquiescence  ofthair  church 
in  similar  arrangements  under  other  so- 
Tarnmentf,  and  the  express  consent  m- 
merly  given  by  the  most  considerable  of 
their  own  bishops."  The  demand  now 
aeems  to  be  made  on  their  part,  of  uncon- 
ditional concession,  without  any  guard  or 
iecurity  whatever ;  and,  what  is  stiU  more 
ftrange,  these  sopporkers  of  the  Oitholies,  I 


Gnm  some  naaccointable  ehange  in  their 
optnioDs,  appear  ready  to  go  niat  length 
in  thek  concessions ! !  !^-And  what  is  i« 
that  is  now  demandmH  ?-^That  which  does 
not  exist  in  any  coontry,  CathoHc  or  Pro- 
testant; namely,  that  the  govemaMnt  of 
the  church  fhall  be  wholly  independ^ent 
of  the  state,  while  the  members  of  that 
church,  thus  denying  the  authority  of  the 
state,  shall  yet  ftilly  participate  in  the 
exercise  of  all  its  political  powers. 

The  want  of  these  securities,  (no  propo* 
sition  of  any  such  being  made,  nor  any 
plan  of  them  suggested  for  consiileration ; 
.  on  the  contrary,  the  necessity  of  theni 
being  now  apparently  denied)  might  fur- 
nish sufficient  grounds  for  rejectim^  the 
present  motion  at  once.  For,  sure^  in 
a  matter  of  ^tis  importance  and  magnitude, 
parliament  may  reasonably  expect  some 
statement  at  least  to  be  made  of  what  is 
intended  to  be  afterwards  proposed,  before 
it  takes  any  one  step  towards  giving  its 
cemttenance  and  encouragement  to  the 
measure. 

But  the  proposition  should  not  be  re- 
jected upon  partial  considerations  and  for- 
mal  objections,  which  may  only  serve  to 
keep  alive  the  continued  agitation  of  a 
subject  sa  desirable  to  be  set  at  rest.  It 
will  be  more  frank  and  proper  to  consider 
briefly,  the  advantages  which  have  beea 
at  different  times  suggested  as  Jikety  to 
arise  from  these  concessions,  and  the  secn- 
rities  which  have  been  hinted  at  as  tend- 
ing to  prevent  danger. 

Among  the  advantages  suggested,  it  i^ 
said  that  the  empire  will  be  consoli- ' 
dated  and  strengthened,  and  the  Catholics 
be  induced  more  freely  to  enter  our  fleets 
and  armies; — that  conciliation  and  satis* 
fkction  will  be  produced  ;•— and,  it  is  added 
that  the  concessions  must  ultimately  be 
granted^  because  demanded  by  so  large  a 
body  of  subjects. 

In  regard  to  the  consolidation  of  the 
empire,  much  doubt  may  be  entertained 
whether  that  consequence  is  not  visionary 
—nay,  fi^hether  to  admit  the  Catholics  to 
a  full  participation  A  power,  will  not  be 
sowing  the  seeds  of  disunion  and  contest 
in  the  government  and  in  the  empire. 
Discordant  materials  seldom  coalesce  and 
unite  to  as  to  produce  strength.  It  may 
be  asked,  why  should  difierence  of  religi- 
ous opinions  produce  political  discord  ?  It 
is  sufficient  to  answer,  that  it  always  has 
produced  that  effect— that  it  produces  it 
at  the  present  moment— -and  that- until 
i  human  nature  is  altered,  and  man,  ondtf 
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the  lights  of  Abe  «ew  philoiopliy,  sfaill 
ceaae  to  be  a  religious  MMal,  it  will  pro- 
bably contitiM  10  prodoce  the  same  e&ct, 
and  to  be  humIo  (as  ft  has  been  temed)  a 
stepping  stone  to  ambition,  and  to  the  ac» 
qaisilion  of  political  power. 

It  ha^  indeed,  been  asserted  that  this 
eqaality  of  political  power  will  e¥on  tend 
to  the  secnritT  of  the  Protestant  interests 
M  Ireland  !-4»iit»  as  the  reasonings  open 
which  the  assertion  was  made,  have  not 
be«n  disclosed^  itseensdiflkultto  CQtijeo> 
tare  how  the  increased  power  of  the  Ca» 
tholics  is  tostrei^^then  the  security  of  the 
Irish  Protestsflts,  in  the  enjoyment  either 
of  their  altars  or  of  their  estates ! ! 

The  conselidation  of  the  Empipe  (whkh 
is  the  proposed  advantage  now  und^r  ex* 
mipatioB)  appears  to  have  been  moch 
more  'effi»cluaUy  seeored  by  the  legialatifiO 
nnion  of  the  three  kingdoms.  ^-That  onioa 
wiM  be  best  cemented  hy  the  comnuK 
nioaticB  of  coAMnerctai  adf  antages»  »nd  of 
agricnttoral  improvements ;  by  the  inter- 
change of  personal  kiadMss^  and  a  free 
intercoorse  between  the  people ;  by  laying 
aside  all  local  distinction,  and  considering 
llie  three  kkjg^oms  as  one  country ;  by 
ceasing  to  misrepresent  the  troth,  and  to 
impoae  upon  the  ignorant  by  holding  out 
to  the  IrMh  thai  they  are  a  neglected,  de- 
graded,'and  oppressed  part  of  the  nation. 
Kotwithslandmg  theae  misrepresentations 
the  great l)ody  is  attached  to  the  empire, 
and  not  disposed  to  separata  from  Great 
Brkain,  or  to  onlte  themsolTes  lo  France; 
thny  ppomptljf  and  gallantly  enter  oar 
fleets  and  armies ;  nay,  it  is  mqnently  as> 
serted  in  this  Hoose,  that  they  fight  the 
battles  of  the  conntiy,  even  beyond  their 
proportionate  numbers/  The  exclnsion, 
which,  in  truth,  does  siat  extend  to  above 
forty  offices,  to  hiffh  commands  in  the 
navy  and  army,  and  to  seats  in  the  kgis- 
latvure,  situations  certainiy  of  high  value  to 
the  superior  order  of  the  Catholics,  and, 
by  refined  reasoning,  of  some  Take  oven 
to  the  lower  order8,«--<does  not  come  saft- 
ciently  near  to  the  latter  to  afiect  them 
very  sensibly;  and,  probably,  does  not 
eauaeooe  man  the  1m  to  enlist  as  a  soldier, 
or  to  enter  as  a  sailor.  Let  it,  however, 
not  be  understood  that  any  man  ought  un- 
necessarily to  be  excAnded  from  situations 
that  lure  open  to  his  fellow  subjects  hut 
that  is  a  question  of  political  expediency « 
The  constitution  must  balance,  and,  it  is 
to  be  presumed,  has  we^hed  the  advan* 
tages  atid  disadvantages-^'-and  the  disad- 
Tuntages  (so  fiur  as  f  especto  the  alrtngth 


and  consolidation. of  the  empire)  of  ex-' 
eluding  eren  the  higher  dashes  from  tlia 
sitoatioBs  referred  to,  do  not'  appear  io 
possess  that  extreme  importance  which  is 
attempted  to  be  given  to  them. 

The  haardship  upon  ihe  higher  classes  ia 
cartajaly  considerable,  but  stands  justified 
by  the  grounds  of  expediency  upon  which 
the  constitutsoB  has  fouMkd  the  exclusion* 
In  point  of  prineipio,  however,  the  hard* 
ship  is  diminished  by  the  Union  isinco 
the  Catholics,  who,  while  Ireland  was  a  so« 
parate  kingdom,  fbrmed  Ibur-ifihs  of  the 
population  of  that  cnontry,  and  were  yol 
excluded  fiom  its  govommtnt,  majr  now^ 
with  more  sppearance  of  juiftice*  be  «s* 
dnded  fnsm  sharing  in  the  government  of 
the  nnitod  empire,  of  whose  entire  popo^ 
lotion  4hey  form  only  one-£fih  part* 

The  next  advantege  held  out.  Is  ^  Oan* 
ciliation  and  satisfaction.'^  That  conoas« 
sion  will  oendliatlt  and  aatasfy  the  Cstho- 
Iks  is  at  least  contrary  io  pastexpoienc^; 
the  AkA  being,  that  while  restriction  was 
most  severe,  the  Catholics^  were  most 
^uiet ;  and,  ever  since  concessions  have  ho* 
gnn,  they  tiave  been  most  dfssatisfied| 
and  their  demands  hove  progressively  in« 
creased.  The  fact  only  is  stetod.  That 
some  inconvenience  may  have  attended 
the  tid[ing  off  restrictions,  furnishes  no 
sufficient  reason  against  the  proprietvof 
that  measttre-*far  otherwise-»still  ktm^ 
would  it  justify  the  re-enactin|f  of  theoa 
restriotionsi.  But  when  concilislaoB  and 
satisfaction  are  held  out  as  advantages 
which  would  follow  from  concMsion^  past 
experience  renders  it  probable  that  the 
expectation  of  those  consequences  may 
be  disappointed. 

Suppose  that  all  the  demands  now  made 
were  conceded;  would  the  measure  stop 
here  ?  would  the  Catholics  be  satisfied  ?«-* 
That  is  hardly  possible ;  lor  other  mea* 
sures,  some  of  smaller,  some  of  greater  tm'» 
portsAce,  must  follow ;  because  they  would 
stand  npon  the  same  principle-«-*eoch  as 
the  repeal  of  aH  resfcricttons  npon  the  Eng- 
lish CathoHcfr-4he  repeal  of  the  corpora* 
tion  and  test  acts — the  npn-paymant  of 
tithes  by  the  Irish  Catholics  to  the  Pro* 
testant  esUbKshment  a  Catholic  estab* 
Ushment  in  Ireland.  After  these»  wonld 
liie  Plrotestant  Church  of  Ireland  be 
quite  secare  ?-Hvould  the  eatatn  held 
by  Protestants  remain  onassailedfi  and 
are  we  quke  sure  that  an  atten^it  at 
GathoKe  aacaodency  w4uld  not  be  mnda 
even  in  this  comitry  ?— iOrant  piirilugii 
have  been  already  granted  to  the  Catho* 
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Kcfl ;  not' only  the  free  and  secure  exercise 
of  their  reNgion>  and  equal  protection  to 
their  persons  and  property;  bat  a  consi- 
derable share  of  political  power  has  been 
conceded  to  them  by  the  elective  fran- 
chise. The  elective  franchise  has  given 
Uiem  an  extensive  infloence  over  the  Pro- 
lestanu  themselves ;— it  iias  made  the 
▼nice  of  the  Catholics  to  be  heard  pretty 
distinctly  in  the  legislature.  There  is  no 
danger  of  their  interests  being  overlooked 
and  neglected. 

'  But  it  is  said  that, ''  the  concession  must 
ht  made;  it  is  demanded  by  four  millions 
cuf  subjects.  In  this  demand  they  are  de- 
termined to  persevere  year  after  year,  tiU 
they  obtain  it  from  parliament ;''  nay,  eveo 
BMmaces  are  insinuate— ^'  insurrection 
and  rebetlion«^he  dissolution  of  the 
Union-Htnd  a  total  separation  between 
the  two  countries.'' 

The  firmness  of  the  legislature  in  the 
disdmrge  of  its  duty  to  the  nation  is  not 
to  be  alarmed  by  such  considerations. 
Menaces  injure  rather  than  assist  the 
cause  they  are  meamt  to  promote.  They 
will  not  extort  concessions.  Extorted  con- 
cessions never  yet  produced  conciliation ; 
they  only  serve  to  degrade  those  from 
whom  they  are  extorted.  The  verv  atti- 
tude of  intimidation  assumed  by  the  Ca-^ 
tholics  in  Ireland  seenu  of  itself  a  strong 
objection  to  the  making  of  any  concession 
at  this  time. 

The  Catholic  bodv,  it  is  true,  are  nu- 
merous, brave,  high-spirited,  firm,  and 
attached  to  their  religion ;  but  their  Pro- 
testant fellow  subjects,  also,  are  not  defi- 
cient in  these  qualities,  and  in  numbers 
are  four  to  one.  The  legislature  will  not 
be  readily  prevailed  upon  to  give  op  the 
Protestant  ascendency.  The  kindness  of 
the  Protestants  to  their  Catholic  fellow 
eubjects  has  no  other  boundary  than  what 
is  necessary  to  the  security  of  their  own 
constitutional  establishments  in  church 
and  state;  but  they  must  have  security. 
The  very  numbers  of  the  Catholics  in- 
cfeaie  the  danger  of  admitting  them  to  a 
fall  share  of  powen  If  they  were  few, 
the  boon  might  be  granted 'with  greater 
safety.  But  their  numbers,  though  in 
some  respects  strengthening  their  claims, 
yet  also  fortifies  the  ground  of  refusal, 
and  that  on  the  main  point, — namely,  se- 
cnritr. 

What  then,  is  the  security?  Of  special 
arrangements  for  domestic  tranquillity,  and 
terriers  against  foreign  influence,  we  hear 
|iothing««4lie  only  aecnrity  is  one  which 


the  constitotion  already  provides,  namely, 
a  Protestant  sovereign. 

In  the  first  place,  the  constitution  has 
hitherto  not  thought  that  alone  a  sufficient 
security ;  but  it  has  encircled  the  throne 
with  Protestant  ministers,  and  with  a  Pro- 
testant parliament.  Stepping  down  how- 
ever from  that  ground,  yet  looking  pros- 
pectively to  a  future  perioid,  (for,  in  a  mat- 
ter of  sbch  extreme  importance,  we  must 
not  eon  fine  our  view  to  the  present  mo- 
ment) let  us  suppose  a  monarch  secretly 
inclined  to  the  Catholic  religion,  or  one 
wholly  indifferent  to  all  religion,  attached 
to  Catholic  favourites  and  Catholic  minis- 
ters—that, in  the  House  of  Commons  there 
were  a  hundred  Catholiic  members,  besidei 
the  usual  influence  of  the  crown — that 
there  were  Catholics  mixed  in  all  parts  of 
the  state,  in  all  the  powers  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  in  high  military  command-^ 
backed  by  four  minions  of  population,  under 
the  influence  of  a  Catholic  prienbood ;  that 
priesthood  under  the  authority  of  a  foreign 
power,— and  that  power,  in  efiect,  France ; 
•—would  there  be  no  danger  to  your  ec 
desiastical  establishments,  or  your  civil 
liberties,  or  rather  to  botfar?-->for  they  will 
stand  or  foil  together  !  Even  all  the  ar- 
rangements and  barriers  that  could  bo 
formed  might  be  swept  away,  and  the  na«r 
tion  be  involved  in  the  horrors  of  a  civil 
and  religious  war.  It  might  have  no  re- 
source but  in  resistance  and  revolution:  If 
such  calamities  are  .even  possible,  the  risk 
should  not  be  run ;  even  the  risk,  even  the 
possibility,  even  the  apprehension*  would 
be  a  calamity.  The  nation  would  not  pas- 
sively deliver  up  their  Protestant  Church 
to  a  Catholic  court,  nor  their  civil  liber- 
ties to  an  arbitrary  government. — Let  ua 
not  mistake  the  silence  of  the  nation  at 
this  presept  moment  for  insenstbiUty  to 
this  subject;  still  less  for  acq otescence  in 
these  claims.  If  the  table  of  the  House 
is  not  covered  with  petitions,  it  is  only  be- 
cause the  people  at  large  think,  at  present, 
that  there  is  no  chance  of  the  claims  be- 
ing conceded;  but  if  they  saw  any  ap« 
pearance  of  it,  the  vdice  of  the  pation 
would  probably  be  heard  in  pretty  Joud 
accents.  Though  the  mild  and  benign 
spirit  of  toleration,  which  has  long  charao* 
terixed  our  constitution,  and  actuated  our 
chnrch,  has  most  happily  extinguished 
religious  antipathies,  yet  it  is  erroneous  to 
suppose  that  the  nation  is  become  indif- 
ferent to  its  Protestant  altars.  It  is  anxious 
for  their  perfect  aecurity,  not  only  from 
religiooi  preference,  bat  becaus^  they  ai:^ 
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satisfied  thftt  wnA  the  PititeMii^ 
dancer  are  intimately  interwe? an  the  ci?il 
liberties  of  the  people. 

Birt,  II  na;^  be  naked,  ia  the  excluaion 
then  neceasarily  to  be  perpetual?  certainly 
not — a  ohange  of  circumitances  may 
render  an  extension  of  privilegea  secure. 
The  most  important  change  is  from  igno- 
sauce  to  kno<|irledffe,  from  tnrbalence  to 
ciTiI  and  social  order.  The  danger,  in  a 
coasi4^rable  degree,  arises  from  the  great 
Vsaas  of  the  Catholics,— those  in  whom 
the  physical  force  of  the  body  resides, — 
being,  through  their  i^orance,  under  the 
entire  dominion  of  their  priesthood.  This 
physical  force,  under  that  influence,  con* 
neoted  with  foreign  authority,  and  guided 
by  the  higher  classes  fully  sharing  in  po- 
litical power,  might  be  applied  to  the 
most  dangerous  purposes;  and,  unless 
homaa.  nature  iuelf  is  changed,  the  at- 
tempt of  so  applying  it  is  probable.  A 
participation  of  power  between  parties 
who  materially  diner  upon  some  great  prin* 
ciple,  has  ne?er  yet  existed  without  each 
attempting  to  gain  the  ascendancy.  This 
if  no  reflection  on  the  Catholics.  The 
lore  of  power  is  unifersal.  The  Protes- 
taats  equally  possess  it.  They  have  the 
ascendency— they  hafe  it  justly;  not 
onlv  by  the  laws  of  the  constitution,  but 
as  being  four-flflhs  of  the  population  of 
tjbe  empire. — 'They  use  it  mildly  and  mo* 
derately;  they  maintain  full  toleration; 
under  their  ascendancy,  the  greatest 
blessings  have  been  enjoyed  by  the  na- 
tion; it  is  their  right,  nay,  it  is: their  duty» 
not  to  risk  the  loss  of  that  ascendapcy. 

But  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the 
lower  orders  of  the  Catholics  as  much  as 
possible— educate  them— enlighten  them 
—-enable  them  to  read,  to  examine,  and 
to  decide  for  themselres  upon  the  great 
principlesand  precepts  of  religion ;— teach 
them  to  estimate  the  true  value  of  tolera* 
tion,  and  the  blessings  of  the  British  Con- 
stitution;— let  them  shew  their  change 
and  their  improvement  by  living  in  due 
submission  and  orderly  obedience  to  the 
laws ;  then,  and  not  till  then,  can  further 
concessions  b6  safely  granted  to  them. 

This  appears  to  Se  the  view,  which 
parliament  should  take  of  the  subject.  It 
IS  highly  desirable  to  come  to  a  frank 
and  open  decision  upon  it ;  that  being 
the  most  likely  mode  to  produce  quiet. 
Suspense  only  fosters  discontent  The 
Catholics  cannot  but  be  assured  that  the  le- 
-gislature  has  £e\t  the  strongest  disposition 
jto  give  the  most  full  and  deliberate  con* 
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sideration  totheir  claims;  they  have  been 
repeatedly  entertained  and .  discussed  : 
every  argument  Which  ability  and  zeal 
could  suggest,  have  been  offered  in  sup- 
port of  them. 

^Perseverance,  however,  is  threatened. — 
Can  the  Catholics  suppose  that,  upon  a 
subject  so  vitally  important  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  nation,  the  legislature  will 
be  leiised  into  acquiescence  by  impor- 
tunity? still  less,  that  it,  will  be  over- 
awed  by  menace?  certainly  not.  It  is 
only  by  a  reference  to  the  reason  and 
conviction  of  parliament,  that  they  have 
any  prospect  of  success  to  their  applica- 
tion. Satisfy  parliament  that  the  boon 
can  be  granted  with  perfect  safety  to  the 
constitution,  in  church  and  state,  and  it 
will  be  granted  nearly  with  unanimity^ 
almost  by  acclamation. 

But  the  proof  lies  upon  thtf  Catholics ; 
and  that  proof  must  be  clear.  The  natio.n 
will  not  be  satisfied  that  their  constitutional 
liberties  should  be  risked  upon  speculative 
opinions,  and  abstract  refinements  The 
stake  is  too  important  to  be  ventured  oa 
a  mere  calculation  of  chances.  Let  the 
concessions  proposed  be  stated  with  pre- 
cision— the  barriers  and  arrangements^ 
which  are  to  accompany  them,  be  ac- 
curately set  forth,  and  carefully  examined, 
so  as  to  assure  us  of  perfect  security.  If 
that  course  is  not  pursued,  where  are  we 
to  stop  ?  where  can  we  make  ouV  stand 
with  safety,  but  at  the  point  at  which  we 
are  already  arrived  ?— Without  a  change 
id  the  condrtioh  of  the  Catholics,  aud 
without  ample  securities,  should  the  Pro- 
testant circle  round  the  throne  be  drawn 
still  closer,  we  may,  as  that  circle  is  di- 
minishing, be  carried  on>  even  with  acce- 
lerated velocity,  towards  a  vortex,  which 
would  engulph  in  its  abyss,  the  Protestant 
throne,  the  religious  establishments,  aiid 
the  civil  liberties  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Cammg  rose  and  said : 

I  Itave  the  misfortune.  Sir,  to  be  one  of 
that  description  of  persons  which  my 
noble  friend  (lord  Morpeth),  who  opened 
the  debata,  has  marked  out  for  the  peculiar 
disapprobation  of  the  House,  and  of  the 
country ;  one  who,  without  being  un- 
friendly to  the  claims  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland,  am  yet  not  prepared  for 
immediate  and  unlimited  concession  to 
them ;  and  who  think  the  present  not » 
favourable  moment  for  entartaininff  thp 
proposal  of  any  concession  at  all.-^.  am^ 
at  the  same  timely  decidedly  hostile  to  thia 
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in  wlirch  w«  agree,  with  til  ike  silMw- 
Uon  tbnt  I  derite  friHii  the  eo*iAcldeiiceef 
my  own  opinion  with  thftt  of  t  penoB 
whom  1 90  much  Tmhie ;  tad  I  troet  tlM  I 
sKfttt  be  Able  to  stirte  the  groimdtof  n]f 
difil^reiMe  on  the  poinui  hi  wktch  wetHiftf^ 
with  that  temper  and  moderation  of  ifvhieb 
he  has  aet  me  the  exatnple. 

My  noble  friend  was  so  lensibhe  of  lA» 
disadvaniat^  arising  to  that  part  of  hit 
subject,  which  he  had  Aost  at  heart,  fhsm 
its  assbctatron  with  the  transactiont  m\lMk 
oecQfred  in  Ireland  in  the  coone  of  fail 
summer,  thstt  he  was  almost  onwfllki^  to 
acknowledge  that  those  transaetioni  hatf 
irtfloenced  him  in  any  degree  in  bringing 
his  motion  forward.  But  as  the  motioii  w 
notorioosty  Intended  to  emibrace  the  eon* 
duct  of  the  Iridi  gdvemment ;  at  the  af» 
firmhig  my  noMe  friend's  propddcion  in 
the  sense  in  which  it  is  omttd  4br  «ar 
adoption  would  be  to  pronounce  the  inlef^ 
ference  of  the  Irish  goYemment  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  Catholic  committee,  an 
illegal  interference;  they  wiio  are  not 
prepared  ftnr  the  declaration  of  such  an 
opinion,  most  necessarily  gire  the  motioR 
their  decided  negative. 

t  am  wUUng  to  own  that,  indhridually* 
t.  should  hate  entertained  some  doubts,  d 
prmi,  whether  the  act  of  parliament,  to 
which  reference  has  been  so  often  made, 
was  intended  by  its  firamers  to  operate 
againat  such  meetings  as  those  of  the  Ca* 
tholic  Committee.  But  I  must  nevertbe* 
less  ftlrly  declare,  that  had  I  been  in  a 
responsible  situation  in  the  goremment 
of  Irehmd,  and  had  I  been  adrised  br. 
the  law  officers  of  the  crown  that  such 
was,  in  their  opinion,  the  unquestionable 
construction  of  the  act,  I  should  t^ave  fett 
that  I  was  taking  upon  myaelf  a  molt 
ffrierous  and  heavy  responsibiNty,  if,  in 
defiance  of  such  advice,  i  had  determined 
to  stand  aloof ;— to  view  with  tndiff^renee 
proceedings  which,  if  not  legal,  were  cer* 
tainly  not  to  be  countenanced  or  stffi^red ; 
— to  shot  my  eyes  to  the  dangers  whitfa 
might  possibly  result  from  such  an  assett« 
biy  in  the  metropolis  of  Ireland,  asMming 
(if  indeed  h  intended  to  assume)  the  fbrm 
and  character  of  a  Convention. 

Whether  the  mformation  upon  vrbich 
the  Irish  government  acted  was  or  wns  not 
correct,— wliether  the  advice  whicil  they 
received  upon  the  law  was  sound  advice, 
— ^re  surely  not  questions  to  be  indiroctly 
decided  by  a  Tote  of  the  House  of  Comr 
mons.  A  question  as  to  the  violatioft  itt 
a  pioeitiva  law,  by  dteie  or  b^  «hy  ettnr 


principle,  not  obscurely  intimatted  by  my 
right  hon.  and  learned  friend  who  spolie 
last,  of  now  shutting  the  doot  against  fur- 
ther ConciessioA  for  ever;-^a  principle, 
which  must  in  its  necessary  consequences 
lead  to  the  re-enactihent,  at  no  distant 
day,  of  those  penal  statutes  against  the 
Catholics,  which  once  disgraced  our  legis- 
lation. 

Being  thus.  Sir,  one  of  those  unfortonaie 
persons,  who  stand  between  the  extremes 
of  two  opposite  opinions,  and  who  there- 
fore cannot  hope  to  satisfy  the  professors 
of  either,  1  feel  myself  obliged  to  trespass 
for  some  short  time  oo  the  attention  of  the 
House,  while  I  declare  my  sentiments, 
fairly  and  explicitly,  upon  this  most  im- 
portant subject,  which  the  motion  of  my 
Hoble  friend  bringb  under  our  considera- 
lion. 

I  regret  that  such  a  motion  has  been 
brought  forward.  I  regret  it  from  an  ap- 
prehension, which  wa$  ejTclted  in  my  mind 
by  the  notice  given  on  the  first  day  of  the 
aession,  and  which  the  speech  of  my  right 
honourable  and  learned  friend  has  certainly 
not  been  calculated  to  diminish,— that  the 
discussion  is  not  at  this  moment  likely  to 
be  attended  with  ahy  chance  of  practical 
benefit. 

The  question  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
claims,  which  alone  gives  importance  to 
this  night's  debate,  is  so  mixed  up  with 
other  matter  in  the  motion  now  proposed 
to  us,  that  it  is  presented  in  the  most  un- 
favourable point  of  view.  A  question  of 
transcendent  and  permanent  national  in- 
terest, is  blended  with  a  dispute  about  the 
construction  of  an  act  of  parliament,  and 
about  the  dispersion  of  an  assembly  of 
doubtful  legality  :  and  it  is.ao  contrived, 
by  this  mode  of  proceeding,  that  no  man, 
however  inclined,  could  give  his  vote  in 
lavour  of  entertaining  the  Catholic  claims 
iornight,  without  at  me  same  time  passing 
a  censure  upon  the  co^dvct  of  the  Irish 
government. 

While  I  lament  the  introduction  of  this 
itnotion,  however,  1  have  been  somewhat 
consoled  by  seeing  it  fafl  into  the  hands 
of  my  noble  friend.  My  noble  friend  is 
not  responsible  for  the  policy  of  bringing 
It  forward  ^  and  even  those  who  are  most 
at  variance  with  him,  must  concur  in  ap- 
plauding the  ability  and  discretion  with 
which  he  has  discharged  the  task  devolved 
upon  him.  Agreeing  with  my  noble 
friend  in  many — perhaps  in  most  points 
of  his  argument,  but  di^ring  from  him  as 
^  his  conclusion,  I  shall  state  the  poinu ! 
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ftHiiftCtittM^  imiik%m  fcr  <ro«  affbrd- 
Mf  yiiaoij  Dn'  a  motiBW  like  ibe  fr««4Nil, 
4M  it  aeevi  IoiHi*  »  sufficiem  an9W«r  to 
.9nAMawimn4Q  tbom,  ib»l  the  loatter  to 
jfkkb  kxefiBii  k'm%  aiate  flf  judicial  ^^iro- 
4>eiii.  I  GMMiQt  think  ihM  iwy  tbiog  has 
AepfhMiadL  from  ihe  bogiaiiiiig  #f  the  in- 
.Artwiate  liiflbPQMtf  between  the  gofero^ 
jMiit  of  Inlmd  end  lheCatb<dic  dmrnt- 
M»4ip  40  Iho  pMMnt  iDQinie«it«  which  calls 
i«l^  tho  Haute  Ao  eel  to  Iiebnui  ibe  fear- 
Jfol  •mnplo  ^  M  MUerfeeeMe*  w  the 
4iart  of  Abe  kgieUtive  emhoirity,  with  ihe 
JMiiier  eeoMe  nf  ibe  Ic^al  iribiiQak. 

It;  bee  been  eaid  ihot  Abave  mpe  oaeet  b 
flibioh  •  fDMCjffQaiiflait  mfbt  bc%  «p#n  the 
jMve  loiter  <ofe  Ui^  J0t  miih  »  porpoae  of 
iWKaiioB  owl  «yipve«ie0.  ^doabtofUjr 
•fiiiaieoiliiir  omit,  m  Abe  Mlwre  of  tfaii^, 
ibe<eAo&lemNMbly  dofioient  osoYiileof 
OMirol  or  political  ^coodoot  Bet  eately 
iRo  ore  not  to  JO  infto  o  coodoiiAtee  to  eaiR^ 
louoe  j^  fcnMinioe  .iolo  ijb^  oaotivee  of 
jeoonmooit*  eo  loog  os  in  Abeir  oon  abore 
M  tMhm^  legaUy  Uaoi^k.  The  l^y t|r 
4f  iheir  oci*  Buait  betahm  pmd  fik  m 
m.  f^ceenoiptiQfi  iof  At  |Hiiity  of  Iheir  mo- 
tifioo  at  ieoaimiitil/  by  jome  fecli  or  or- 
4;Mpeota  eoeh  as  I  have  not  yet  heard,  a 
strong  ptesaoipiion  has  been  raised  the 
^oaaroiy  way  ^--and  the  ojjiaiiooe  of  those 
Jogel  outhoiitiea  which  the  Irish  SDYOcn- 
owoot  wnt  homd'io  reapec^ipHNia  in  de- 
•fionoe  Af  which  they (fioaftd  not  have  acted' 
AfitboBt  inenrriog  a  jnoel  sefere  rcaponsi- 
.bUi^^-^«iiiiat  be  toheo  aa  piesnnpuoii  of 
rtko  legaltty  of  Abeir  condopt  until  theee 
-•Mlhotitiee  areiofor^utod  by  eono/hi^ior 
<dacnio«» 

.  Keitber  would  :the  .invesiipiUoii  of  the 
oaotinee  of  the  govomoient  be  the  oqly^ 
-bnsineee  of  aneh  a  QMnmittee.  There  is 
fonalber  pany»  Jhetide  the  government, 
owmtly.»ilfae<ktholics  tthcniaeWgs»  whose 
:CMHliMtiooitinQoessariky  be  sntnieotod  to 
dhf  loaMr  tcuitii^.  If  tfaie.  U%fk\  applioo- 
j|ioDf(tribe:GoiMOQlion  act  ^wonld  not  tbe 
tfMifeientftoAcqoititfae  government  of  ty- 
tnaniioal'disposiiion,  neither,  by  .parity  of 
4naaaiung..«malil  Ihe  legality  of  the  Con- 
dienliflii  jteelf  (aappoaingieirenLthat  estab- 
diriied)  ^be  jniffiobnt  >to  >aoqint  thie  Catho- 
»ltfls  ni  an  hnputed  disposition  ;to  tqcho- 
ioBcfe  and  iniiohief.  If  the  igovermnrot 
imightiberrightly^adfised  in  i^ipec;t;^ithe* 
Jbiw,4uidiyetinightiacst4naUcio»ily»  in  dis-. 
ifiming  :or  .pretBemiQg  Ibe  iCSanfenUon;! 
ilbe  -fiiiiholies  imigbt,  «on  ihe  Softer  tend,; 
intend  to  torn  even  a  kscfid  oaiemb^  to 
»MH'WPopcripfpypeies» 
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I  Je^pvto  not  tnch  Qofcunv  to  either 
Mrty.  1  do  not  belieite  them  of  either* 
J  beueiKe  that  the  Catholics  thought  diem- 
selves  warranted  in  the  modo  of  their 
meeting,  and  proposed  to  meet  for  puiP* 
poses  perfecjUy  legitimate.  I  believe  tho 
government  to  have  sincerely  apprehended 
oaoffer  frooti  such  meeuoga;  and,  it  is  per- 
feetly  natnral  thajt,  being  advised  that  tbof 
ha4  Abe  power  to  pre^vent  thei^,  the^r 
sbooU  not  only  have  felt  themselvies  iuati- 
fied  in  nsing  that  power,  but  pthonld  Imw 
tbonght  it  enjuplinable  not  to  lise  it.  If 
lhi»  be  the  true  state  of  the  citsf  ,  ^ere  je 
nothing  f^t  a  Qommittoo  Vf  Maanire  ifiUh 
If  olhsirwise,  I  know  not  by  arhat  meana 
a  Committee  wpnld  be  enabled  to  probe 
the  hearts  of  men,  and  search  opt  the  m^ 
tivos  oi  their  conduct.  Th^  jUronf aP^i9i)# 
of  ttbe  las>  summer  therefore  aMpe^  to  mt^p 
npt.only  to  afibrd  np  ground  ^r  my  noUbe 
fciend'^motiou ;  but,  on  the  centrary, ^ 
make  sach  a  CommitUe  as  be  has  pco- 
noscd  nnadv^sable,  even  though  H  had 
boeninothor  respeq^  fit  to, go  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  other  and  larger  groiimd 
on  which  my  noble  friend's  motion  ii 
founded. 

.  In  approaching  the  disctusioQ  of  tbia 
brger  question,  I  am  asvare  that  I  labour 
under  ^reat  disadvantage.  The  feelings 
and  passions  of  men  are  so  wairmly  into* 
ceAteiEl  on  the  one  side  or  the  other,  ibat 
to  engage  in  the  discuaBion  witboot  adopH 
ing  in  some  measure  the  views  and  Ion- 
guage  of  a  partisan,  is,  I  a|n  perfectlf 
sensible,  to  incur  the  risk  of  disappointing 
both  parties  and  ^pleasing  neither.  Bat 
this  disadvantage  I  am  not  afraid  to  en- 
.counter.  If  I  know  my  cwn  heart,  I  como 
to  the  present  question  uninfluenced  hf 
anyselfish motives, by  aw  objects  either 
of  power  or  popularity.  1  wish  merely  to 
do  tny  duty.  I  eeek  not  the  triumph  of 
either  party,  but  I  look  to  the  tranquiUiAjr, 
the  security,  and  the  happiness  of  m 
whole. 

.Much  has  been  eaid,  in  tbe  ?arioue  de- 
hates  i^bat  ,have  token  f^oe  on  this  sub- 
ject, of  promises  made,  or  understandings  \ 
entered  into,  at  the  time  of  the  oniop. 
Bromiseft,  I  know  of  none ;  nor  do  i  be- 
lieve thot  any  jwere  qwde.  MiUnder- 
stai^ng  there  certainly  was,n^  ^pwessed 
ibyrftny  aci.of  theil^islatare,but;fajrly;^ 
1^  collected  frnni  the  k^ifi^ge  of  almo«t  , 
.ev#ry  imao  who  fpoke  in  fiwFour  of  Al» 
'Union  in. either  HouAe  of  I^acliament;^^ 
;|fc«fc'nfe^5^  th^  eepanae.reaident  li$gie- 
lature  of  Iceland^  AiuxMiildfid;al|d  J^gitfll^ 
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by  local  pusiens  and  prgodices^  was  in- 
competent to  discuu,  impartially  and  dis- 
passionately, the  subject  of  the  Catholic 
claims,— the  imperial  parliament,  after  the 
accomplishment  of  the  Union,  being  re* 
'moved  from  the  influence-  of  those  local 
feelings,  and  from  the  sphere  of  those 
preJQdices  which  obstrocted  a  temperate 
discussion  in  Ireland,  might  safely  and 
corireniently  entertain  the  qaestion,  and 
'might  come  to  a  rational  and  enlightened 
decision  npon  it.  ' 

That  time  arrived.  The  Union  being 
accomplnhed,  the  question  was  open  to 
discuteionin  the  united  parliament :  when 
'ain  dMtacle  arose,  to  the  nature  of  which 
it  would  not  be  fitting  to  do  more  than 
aliude;  but  of  which  f  believe  it  may  be 
Hmid  without  hazard  of  contradiction,  that, 
•however  it  might  impede  for  a  time  the 
consummation  of  their  wishes,  there  is  no 
virtuous  and  loyal  Cathonc  who  does  not 
deeply  deplore  its  removal. 

Is  it  at  this  moment,  when  the  expecta- 
tions, well  or  [11  founded,  under  which  the 
Union  was  brought  about,  might  be  realis- 
ed,— when  the  claims  of  the  CathoHcs 
might  at  lengthy  without  impediment,  be 
submitted  to  parliamentary  consideration 
—is  it  at  this  moment  thai  my  right  hon. 
Md  learned  friend  would  break  the  word 
of  promise  to  the  hopes  of  tlie  Catholics, 
«nd  shut  the  door  against  their  expecta- 
tions for  ever?  I  do  not^say  that  the 
claims  of  the  Catholics  can  this  day  be 
granted.  I  do  not  say  with  my  noble 
friend  that  this  is  the  moment  for  takins 
them  into  consideration.  I  agree  indeed 
with  m^  noble  hitnd  as  to  the  great  and 
urgent  importance  of  the  subject;  but  I 
rather  think  my  noble  friend  does  not 
a|;ree  with  me  as  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
difficulties  that  encompass  it.  But  what- 
ever doubt  I  may  entertain  as  to  the  view 
which  my  noble  friend  has  taken  of  the 
subject/  however  much  I  may  be  disposed 
to  Question  whether  he  has  considered  it 
in  all  iU  details,  and  in  all  iu  bearings ;  I 
most  own,  that  my  right  hon.  and  ^araed 
friend  has  done  so  moch  to  simpliiy  thcf 
4oestion,— that  if,  of  the  two,  I  must  agree 
with  the  one  or  the  othet,  I  could  not  re- 
fuse my  noble  friend  the  preference.,  If 
the  only  option  were,  whether  we  should 
go  on  at  once  to  the  extremest  limit  of 
concession,  or  should  presently  retrace 
our  steps,  retract  former  relaxations,  and 
re-enact  former  disabilities;  I  coqld  have 
no  hesitation  ^  to  the  alternative  for  which 
I  should  give  my  vote.    / 


Bot  hi  the  view  which  I  take  of  thk 
great  qoostion,  it  is  not  qnite  so  siMple  in  tia 
nature.  It  cannot,  I  think,  be  considered 
without  reference  to  times  and  circum* 
stances.  It  is  not  to  be  decided  on  ab* 
stract  principles  alone.  Those  prinaple$ 
must  be  modified  in  their  application  by 
^  view  of  the  actual  slate  of  Ireland  ;— of 
^he  relation  in  which  Ireland  now  stamk 
to  the  whole  of  ttie  British  empire;- and 
of  the  sitoation  of  that  empire,  as  afi^cted 
bv  the  present  circumstances «f  the  world. 

When  I  look  to  the  present  state  of  Ire- 
land, with  a  great  and  growing  popnkn 
tion ;  a  population  growing,  not  in  nom^ 
hers  only,  bat  in  w^th  ami  intelligence; 
and  aspiring,  from  what  they  have  untidy 
tasted  of  freedom,  to  a  more  enlarged  and 
equal  enjoyment  of  privileges  from  which 
they  are  still  excluded ;— when  I  consider 
that  to  this  situation,  tfaey  have  been  gra- 
dually raised,  firom  a  condition  whereiA 
no  class  of  people  had  ever  before  been 

f  laced  by  the  laws  of  a  Christian  ooaatry» 
cannot  think  it  probable,  that  in  this  si* 
tuation  they  shoiud  long  contentedly  con- 
tinue. Noither  cfm  I  think  it  wise,  if  it 
were  practicable,  to. determine  upon  per- 
manently  shutting  them  oit  from  the  pale 
of  the  constitution. 

It  is  admitted  that  since  the  period  of 
tbeir  humiliation,  the  Catholics  have  dis- 
claimed manVof  the  tenets  which  wereonce 
imputed  to  them,  and  which  formed  the 
justification  of  that  system  of  depression 
under  which  they  were  formerly  hokien. 
Bat  my  right  hon.  and  learned  friend 
takes  what  appears  to  me  rather  an  onfrir 
advantage  of  the  {[ood  behaviour  of  the 
Catholics,  and  attnbutes  it  exclusively  to 
the  beneficial  operation  of  the  resMictive^ 
laws.  He  does  not  distinctly  avo#  in- 
deed the  intention  of  restoring  those  laws; 
but  such,  as  I  have  already  said,  b  the 
course  and  tendency  of  his  reasoning; 
and  no  man  who  follows  the  arffiunent  to 
its  legitimate  consequences^  can  doubt  that 
this  is  in  fact  the  implied  doctrine  of  those 
who  ihink  with  my  right  hon.  and  learned 
friend.  The  more  the  Catholic  was  re- 
stricted, says  my  ri^ht  hon.  and  learned 
friend,  the  more  quiet  he  became.  Thie 
may  possibly  be  true;  but  it  is  a  truth* 
which.  If  we  took  it  as  the  guide  of  oer 
policy,  might  lead  os  a  little  too  far.  it 
seems  somewhat  a-kip  to  the  old  adagi^ 
that  «*  dead  men  tell  no  tales  :'*  for  it  nwst 
be  granted,  that  the  man  in  whom  the  best 
powers  and  fiicuUies  of  lifo,  civil  freedom, 
and  all  the  social  passions,  were  extin- 
guished^ was  likely  to  be  quiet  enough. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


«IJ 


tketktu^Mkmtk 


'  But  datt  iqr  rigfat-hmi.  and  learned 
friend  retlty  tbtnk  thai  tucb  a  syitem  was 
politic  ?  or  that  wbaterer  it  might  have 
been,  when  jostified,  or  supposed  to  be  jus- 
tified; by  necessity,  it  would  be  politic  to 
TeriTC  or  to  persevere  in  it  now  ?  Would 
lie  again  place  the  Catholic  in  a  situation 
In  wbicb  he  sliould  not  hare  the  right  of 
beqinathing  his  own  property ;  of  educat- 
ing his  own  children ;  of  exercising  any 
of  the  rights^-I  will  not  say  of  a  freeman, 
but  of  a  manumitted  slave  ?  Would  he 
thus  undo  the  work  of  beneficence  which 
bas  so  bbnoorably  distinguished  the  pre- 
sent ieis|n  ?  For  during  the  present  reign 
it  island  doting  the  latter  hallf  of  it,  that 
the  Catholic  has  been  raised  fitim  so  ab- 
ject a  situation  to  bis  present  comparative- 
ly improved,  bijit  impNsrfect  enjoyment  of 
eWil  privileges.  Or  does  my  nght  bon. 
and  learned  fiiend  only  think  that  these 
wise  and  salutary  regpilations,  though  abo- 
Itsbed,  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  i  that 
though  we  have  partially,  perhaps  impro- 
vidently,  removed  the  weight  of  the  chain 
from  the  libbs  of  the  Catholic,  we  ouf^t 
tp  leave  a  link  or  two  behind,  to  renund 
him  that  he  was  once  in  fetters? 

Bot  without  defending,  in  all  their  dis- 
gustinjg;  detail,  those  numerous  penalties 
and  disabilities  under  which  the  Catholics 
fimnerly  laboured,  my  right  bon.  and 
learned  friend  contents  himself  with  ask- 
ing, whether  what  was  once  so  essentially 
necessary  to  the  security  of  th^  state,  and 
so  conducive  to  its  tran()uillity,  can  now 
be  safely  cancelled  as  useless  }  For  my 
own  part,  I  answer  Uiat  I  cannot  see,  even 
hi  the  circumstances  of  the  past  times,  a 
aofficient  apology  for  the  past  system.  I 
cannot  conceive  any  state  of  society  in 
which  such  restrictions  could  be  absolutely 
justified.  I  could  not,  in  any  state  of 
tlnngs  which  my  imagination  can  suggest, 
in  a  civilised  country,  among  citizens  of 
tb^  same  soil,  approve  of  such  means  of 
producing  tranquillity.  I  could  not  give 
my  voice  for  the  policy  of  propping  up 
the  state  by  dissociating  half  its  subjects 
from  the  charities  of  human  life;  firom  the 
ties  of  kindredy^-lirom  the  confidence  of 
Ibmiliarity  and  friendship, — ^from  all  that 
eadears  society  to  man,  and  connects  him 
through  hb  family  with  his  country.  I 
think  such  a  system  must  at  all  times  hav« 
been  as  mischievous  in  politics  as  detest- 
i^le  in  morality,  however  ^fectually  it 
mav  have  tranquillind  the  population 
whtcSb  it  pvoscribed. 
Bni  esGuaes,  t||(migh  net  justttcations. 
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might  pttfbaps  vkkl  in  a  Sormer  state  f f 
thin^  which  do  not  exist  now.  The  9y%» 
tern  Itself  might  be  defended  by  arguments, 
which  do  not  apply  to  the  fragments  of 
that  system,  broken  down  and  scattered  as 
it  has  been  in  these  latter  times  by  the 
silent  progress  of  events,  and  by  the  grow- 
ing liberality  of  the  legislature.  The  oma 
lies,  says  my  right  bon.  and  learned  friend, 
on  those  who  call  for  innovation,  to  show 
that  there  is  ground  for  innovating,  and 
that  we  can  innovate  with  safety.  Tht 
onui  lies^  it  may  be  answered,  on  those 
frho  recommend  the  preserving,  with  such 
perverse  partiality,  the.  di^in£d  frame  of 
a  mafchine*  according  to  their  own  con* 
fession  no  longer  efficient  for  the  purposes 
of  coercion  and  consequent  tranquillity. 
Would  they  preserve  what  they  admit  and 
regret  to  be  mutilated,  and  inoperative,  as 
matter  of  example,  or  of  warning,  to  future 
ages  ?  or  as  mauer  of  pride  and  credit  to 
the  legislative  contrivance  of  our  ances- 
tors? Are  they  anxious  that  posterity 
ma^  be  enabled  to  conj^ture,  from  its  re- 
mams,  how  formidable  the  force  of  the 
whole  complicated  instrument  must  have 
been  when  it  existed  in  all  its  terrible  per- 
fiection,  and  was  worked  with  an  unspar- 
ing hand  ? 

My  right  hon.  luid  learned  friend  and  I 
difier  in  nothing  so  much  as  in  this,  Uiat 
he  vi6ws  and  has  argued  this  question  m 
if  it  were;|olely  a  religious  quesUon,  where- 
as 1  feel  it  my  duty  to  argue  it  in  this 
House  upon  political  ff rounds  iJone.  My 
right  hon.  and  learned  fHend  has  indeed 
declared  (and  aeemed  to  take  credit  for 
the  candour  of  the  declaration)  that  he 
would  not  go  into  the  doctrine  of  transub- 
stanUation,  or  the  adoration  of  saints,  or 
other  mysterious  points  of  the  Popish  fiiith* 
But  why  did  he  not  go  into  them  ?  Be- 
cause he  in  efiect  took  them  for  spranted; 
and  arfiued  from  them  without  submitting 
to  the  inconvenience  of  proving  them.  1 
am  sure  I  cannot  undertake  to  follow  my 
right  hon.  and  learned  friend,  for  the  pur- 
pose o^  either  confuting  or  confirming  his 
construction  of  the  objectionable  tenets  of 
the  Romish  church;  nor  does  it  appear  to 
me  necessary  or  useful  to  enter  into  that 
disquisition.  It  would  be  better  suited  to 
a  convocation  of  divines,  than  to  an  as- 
sembly of  legblators.  When  the  legisla- 
ture selected  those  points— transulMitantia- 
tion,  and  the  like— as  tests,  and  as  the 
foundations  of  their  provisions  against  the 
admission  of  Papists  into  the  state,  it  was 
s\M^  A9t  in  the  qpirit  of  religious.  c6n* 
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imests  and  iitftbopt  opon  the  iMyttcwfti  •£ 
tfaeir  fkMi.  Itirats  MOt  kit»B(M  by  tinie 
«rlio  migfotited  the  -CsdioHc  ^itqiMliitot* 
timn,  to  4edide  «n  abstract  poiim  of  iHitm- 
logy.  Tbey  took  thest  artidw  of  reli- 
1^1006  creed,  Mtbeti^  of  Boliticai  opi* 
inoa;  q»  the  dtittegaishng  (maraoteriitks 
«f<Bifo(Otiott  in  tha  ataie,  atftiag  uador  a 
ffoneign  MIfwuiN,,  connoc^od  with  a  ba« 
tnhed  dmaM^,  wid  hoaiila  to  ^  -goTem- 
«tiient  add'the'eaaatttacion^if  thoir  coootry* 
Vhey  iirere  'the  nacrks  l>y  'which  the  «ri  * 
<iwBal  wasidmgmted,  tiot  the  crhue  ftr 
«rhtch  he  <nH  pontshed. 

'in  tmoing  ihe  history  of  "the  pcfwal  htm, 
imd  oftbe  long  aifiertngs  of  Inefond,  some 
l^tloDteft  avefcnd  of  gong  ^baek^to  re- 
.wote  «Hd  jdoiOflt  {orgotton  periods ;  to 
^ptviodB  vrben  Iiiriand  wes treated «ii  moon- 

Sped  oeuotry ;  and  groaned  nnder  «ll 
le  tnjoriei  and  oppneaeioM  which  •ffMw 
wtt'ootiof  reli|;ioa8  vchinn,  bat  out  of  po- 
^^ftioil  and  wilitarywrbjegatioii.    I  dotnot 
thhlk  it  OMoefKiy  to  go  eo  Iflir  back  eilher 
'tO'  recount  the  'wvoiigs  of  Ireland,  or  !lo 
leoggeafthe  venedy  fvr  theaa.    >Ab  v&a^ 
ownablewosld  H^be  to^fer  to  the  Korman 
vwqoestfor'grie^iMnxB  applictfblettD  tfans 
Goantry,  and  to  complain  at  tbietkne' of 
day,  of  the  tyranny  of  the  caicfew.    But 
fitt't'Ofthe  way  i 'moat  igo'bacir,  to 'find 
4he  origin  and  object  of  the  Tostrktions 
?iiow  under   eonaioenttbn  :*^  toMiat  go 
,l»ck  as' far  as  thefRefosmation. 

Blesaad^thatigreat  'OPant  >wms  tin  Its 
^gaatral  «olM«qtfenoos  ^  >oianfahid,  «ad 
^etninmtly^eo  to  thiaunnrairy.tby  fiiivifying 
-^aelijiion  df>  Che  (gross  corruptionvand  abuses 
Vfhtohrbadbeen  engvalM  ^uf>on  it, -and 
'<introdueing  aoiomuailmt'enligfateBcidmid 
nntiomil  systam  ofTvetigioaB^woiitfhip  whieh 
mf&  now  -hapbily  ^njgy :  yet,  INce  «1I 
great'-and  violent  changes  in  the  state  of 
ibuaaan  «fiktrs,  it  was  not  ppodaotive  of 
unam«id^good,i}0t  brought >wtth  it^p<»r- 
nion  Of  inevttiUe  ^eHl  It  etrengtbened 
the  religtoos  princiiile;>but  irweakened 
thfDuglmt£uvopenir€kctfniefihe  principle 
(4>f  iMttriotiiaoi:;  in'Sonecaaea^aupefaeding 
» it,' In nstheiB 'Coning  in  ooniict -with  ilt. 
fne  tacts  into  which  liienatioBsiif  Sufape 
*w«re4li«idedilqrith»<event,  weieaniaeac- 
fecddiy  the  amil  of  ireligieaB  'OontraMrsy^ 
mam  tiiaiid^  > the  .lof^^of  iceuntry.  fFhe 
<attaohQM«^of'€MboUoa:and  i^rotMtanta^o 
•4hc^  raspectifeipafaMsiousVwas^^ftcnPtoo 
etroBg  lor  thiaaa^iiaa  of  ^tjr  — linibttisn 
"W^tichMidnBenitoitheirinatlaeviMt.  an 
liie  tiiifua^^  A  3niUmk  »aai4o 


straggle  mgaioatCatlwIiceiRpwney.  la 
this  oowitr}^  where  the  docwinet  nf  th» 
ffafarmatiesi  eaahr  paevailed,  the  CatfacAica 
^DQiimMd  to  feel  a  ooaiaittMiy  of  imcveit 
iriththe  Catholiosof  eliber  Mtieos*  aefr- 
wiighing  that  which  >€omiQotedthoBS  w^ 
their  Protestant  fiellow«Mib>oct8»  the  4:biip 
dreo  of  the  same  soil.  Undtr  theae  cifw 
OHMtanoes,  it  might  |>efbaps  be  necesp 
pary  for  the  saEsiy  of  the  .slatfli,  that  the 
dominant  aeot  shauld  plaoe  the 
nnder  restrictions  and  diinnplifiaitij 
which  shonhihaclude  tbem  from  all  i ' 
in  thecDYecMnent,  and  ivewi  M  m&mncg, 
as  saelfas  power.  Bat  it  wpold  sMely  be 
idle  to  oontsad  thatm  tranaitory  dissensioft 
-reouired,  or  eenid  j«sti&r»  a  ^^cnnaiMOt 
and  irreuMwafale  system  ofeaeroion.  And 
it  would  be  laise  ia  point  of  history,  aa 
wtA\  as  in  rcaaoainff,  to>aflbwi  ithatAhojia* 
iifpousatrugglas,  whkh  aaliaraUy  gww  loat 
-of  such  an  event  as  the  huSmmntkuh  aHiit 
bccontidnned  as  common  to  aU  tiasei, 
and  as  arsnaf  aotiof  canam  insepaBahfe 
'fmm  our  nature. 

it  is  true  that  in  ihis  country,  and 
■still  m9^  )tn  ireland*  from  eireomatanoas 
peculiar  to  riiese  kiagdaBw>  nriigiaasdie- 
HMMions  fragad  nnafisted  •  Har  a  4aager 
periadefaan  in  *many«ther  pairts  af  tha 
worU.  &it  aas  thane  no  iastaaoea  in 
which  odiffevanee  4yf  faith  has  ibeaaAQad 
compatible  mtii  aWbt  political  oniaa^? 
Within  aifew  -yaars,  I  .baJmewithm^faifftir 
5ieas,;aftaritbe  issttdawa  of 'the  Ba&sm* 
«lion,  and  'while  fthe  tast  oi  Bumpe  was 
yatioonralaed  Jwith  the  ^icisioas  asisiag 
jootiof  ^,  Ihedanmaa  of^Mtzeriattd  /tadc 
•itbe8age«nd»gcnaroos  aesolntion  to  bus^ 
all  nri^oaffannaarities,aad!bojiyptnftiihsr 
a8<}lurisliaBB,  wathoataBegpid  ttodiMeaaaae 
%of /ssot.  'Ia  )faor  -of  itheas  CtetoBa,  dbhe 
vefonaed  ealigion  *wm  (adapted  ;  in  aiK, 
the 'ftonmn  Gatfaalic'conilmi^ topreaail; 
inithe;asmamdar  Protmtants  »and  tCatha« 
lias<w»fe  mixedtin  equal  peopaatiana:  mad 
.innhe/DietB, 'in  which  the losotml  aiaira 
iof'tise  anion  wer&diacaaied,  ithe  two  at- 
ligions  aniiatbfy)oeaenrfed  )in  ithe  aettk* 
iment'^  thairjaomman  polttifial  intaiasls 
dF>om*about  theanidittaaf  tfaetfith  to  ^ 
jbeginning  of 4hip  iltatfa  .cantniy,'when«thara 
Twa8f!a:sli^tt)intancuption:to  theiKharmeay, 


f  whidhtiatermplsan  lasted,  fhoiweaer,  oi^y 
nar  a  npariod  mf  aiac  rmenths),  and  £ram 

theno«tc^:4he  timewfrnn  thiair  < 
jdenoe  mm  •  swaUemcd  ap  »  \the 
iv€Mmigs|uirjof  !liie  Srimoh  Aacolntioo, 

did  the  Cantons  of  Sadtaeriaad  contilwie 
\i  With  fthinptrimfrtaiigiam  ia« 
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mUkth 

CMtoM!r  tlwn  wwM  tea  ^tfmky  mi 
ttftkiwg  Ifti9  spplicatwa  •€  tlie  Mne  pim* 
dpletogrMteratatM.  But  wtel  it  lifi 
same  might  be  dwivii:  ef  aBoHier  and  a 
h»er  cmmwj  }  WiMt  tf  H  kad  eabtad 
in  Fraace  kaelf  ^  Lei  poa  my  rifba  hapa. 
«mI  UarwMt  friaad  lepfeaa  tMa  I  aoa 
apeakingefMimkMloMMry  rnaita;  ortlMl 
I*  «l  leaiiy  am  one  of  theae  laboaa  be  bea 
daaeriba^  as  borpawkig  thairepiniena  ape« 
tbis  sabject  from  the  mmm  phileaaphy 
wbkb  fa;?e  birtb  to  thai  tremaadoea  and 
dsaalaliiig  i«vekitieiw-**I  flatter  npyietf 
tbat  i  aaa  Inaevpn  tea  well  to  aiy  right  boo. 
add  bsamed  friend,  at  I  ftouU  Ima  pie» 
aeaieimay  be  tetbis  Henae,  to- be  wadef 
the  oecaagHy  ofdafaadiag  aays^  agii—i 
aBefaaiiiinpeCatie»>  I  tj^ali  of  France  in 
kar  ancient*  in  ber  aaoai  gloiiaaa  tiinea ; 
not  only  when  tbe  wat  e  Maaatchy^  but 
wbea  ftieiaed  0ver  by  tbe  Bnnarcb  wbeae 
Mune  la  &  meat  aplendid  in  bar  biilory» 
and  tbeineal  cberiibed  in  tbe  afiaf^oM  of 
anakind.  lapcekef  tbe  edict  of  Naatea^ 
ipoed  by  Henry  ^  After  sixty  yeara  of 
akaoat  aniadcmipted  stmggie  between  tJie 
•wo  conflicting  rcligiaas;  a  straggle  of 
open  and  wmm  war,  atained  with  trana* 
aotiona  tbe  moat  disgracefol  to  bnoraa  na- 
tare  i  transactions  tbe  nasaery  of  wbiok 
was  caloidaited  te  kec^  aitee  m  the  braasta 
of  tke  Protestants  a  jeakKW  sosfMcion  of 
treacbary.aod  an  ardent  deaire  of  reTsnge; 
and  in  cbesa  of  tbe  Catbelics  an  apfire* 
bension  o^  merited  and  merciless  retalia^ 
lien  3  in  this  slate  of  mens  auads  in 
France,  difibring  bapfilv  from  any  tbiaff 
tbat  exists  in  Irelaad,  did  Henry  4  tkusli 
tbatbe  eanUI  net  better  proride  for  tbe 
general  tranqoiliiiy  and  safety  of  the  8tsta« 
Iban  by  eittendiog)e^[iiat  palttod  privileges 
to  all  reKgieas  descnptionsof  his  anbieotai 
Oora^nabble  and  dimcnhy  here,  is  aboat 
Ibe  admission  to  a  lew  peiiticid  off  ess 
Hear,  Sir,  wtiat  wm  tbe  enacbisent  of 
Henry  4,  of  France,  open  that  sob^ect. 

"  Article  XXVII. 
<' The  better  to  unite  the  afiectionsof 
all  our  subjects,  as  it  is  our  intent  to  doj 
and  10  pre? ent  all  coxupladnts  in  tiaae  to 


"iPTedectare  alt  these  wbe  pivfeMer 
may  bereslier  profess  tke  ptatended-ra^ 
framed  refigioD>  -capable  of  keldiag  end 


aadpaUie 


lewaland 
tba^^^et 


iewaa  aC  oav  saad  kntfdam,  oa  to  tk»' 
caaabdc»  ksdh^  and  laedabifa  in  atte- 
gMUMetoaa;  nntwiibsiamliag,  aay  oatha 
tatha  cMstrary;  and  to  be  indiftrantty 
adeaitted  and  Mceived  into  aacbfheea: 
Aadeaaoaaru  of  pagliimiai  and  etbae 
jad|aasbaU  centeot  tbaamaleaa  witb  ei^ 
qninng  iata  tbe  Uves^  aMtals^  rahgia% 
and  bantu  coaveraation  of  tbaae  wko  am 
oiBMiy  heiofastad  witbeffioea^aa  weHel 
one feUgien aa  aaoibar;  witboat  exacts 
inf  any  o^ereatb  fi^oo  tbem  tlum  tbat  in 
the  exercise  of  their  ckarge,tkeywiU  waH 
andfaitUnUy  serre  tke  king,  aadkaaf^ 
tke  erCnancea  suck  aa  tbey  luwebeeno^ 
served  bereteibre^  And  aa  to  sach  of  the 
said  aitaationsy  traata,  and  eflkes,  aaare  in 
oar  awn  gift,  aay  Tacaaoy  arisiaf  tberain 
shall  be  ftUed  op,  iadifibrenftly  aad  wilk- 
oat  distinction»  ny  aay  paasea  eapakle  e# 
amacntiag  the  aaase;  aa  kaing  a  tkii^ 
wkich  toada  lo  tbe  naiting  of  ml  oar  sob* 
lacta.  It  ia  onr  iaianlioa  likewise,  tkat 
those  ef  tke  reienned  religion  may  be  ad* 
untied  Mto  all  eeandla,  del^Mratien^ 
aaeetinga,  and  fanctians,  which  beloag  te 
tke  ailaations  aboTe  BMatioaed,  witboat 
tbe  peasibility  ef  their  baiAg,  en  tooeaat 
of  their  aaidireligioa,  n^ecied  or  preeeat* 
ed  from  enjoying  the  aame.*'' 


•  '*  Abticlx  XXVH. 

*'  Aib  de  ranniir  d^aatMit  nrieox  las  to-' 
loates  de  aes  selects,  cemme  eat  notre  in* 
tendon,  et  eter 'Urates  plaintes  a  Parenir  i 

^  Declarons  teas  ceax  aai  fsnt  on  throat 
profession  de  ladite  religioa  pretendoe  re* 
fem»6e,  capables  de  tentr  et  exeroer  tons 
estats,  dignity,  efic^  et  charges  jh^h 
liques  quelconqoes,  royales,  saigneuriales, 
Ott  des  villes  de  notre  diet  Royaame,  pays^ 
terres  et  aelgneuries  de  noire  obeyesance } 
nenobstant  tons  sermens  a  ce  oentraires  et 
d'estre  indiferemaiapt  admit  at  racens  en 
ioenx;  et  so  oontenlerent  noa  Ceurs  de 
f^srlemeas,  et'  aotaea  jagea  d'iiiiinner  e| 

boanaste  coaiiiMaation  de  eaux  nat  sontaa 
serottt  pourreas  d'oflkes,  taat  d'nne  aeH* 
gion  qae  d'  antie,  sans  prendre  d'eax  aa» 
tre  sermentqne  de  bien  et  fldeteaaaat  aar» 
pir  1e  Roy  en-  Pexercise  de  lours  charge^ 
et  gavder  lea  ordaunaarss^comme  M  «  aati 
obwnra  de  teat  ataaps.  i  AnaiMmt  apnsi 
faeatiendeadiots  aetata,  cbaKgas,ateffeea 
poarle  lagasd  de  eeax^at  aarqat  en  notia 
disposition^  il  y  sera  pfr  imap  poaraaa  in# 
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Soch>  tbeD,  was  tiie  miiiiioii  of  d&e  of 
the  greatest 'mooarchs  that  erer  reigned 
o?er  that  or  any  Mher  nation,  in  times 
when  he  had  not  barely  to  cakmlate  upon 
possible  disturbance  and  discontent,  but  to 
encounter  open  opposition.  His  opinion 
is  thus  practically  ebewn  to  hare  been, 
that  eTOn  in  such  circumstances,  the  best 
course  of  proceeding  was  by  conciliation. 
This  was  his  notion  of  tranquilliEing  a 
country.  Such  an  authority  is  surely  not 
to  be  despised.  And,  however  difficult  it 
may  haVe  been  found,  in  times  of  so  much 
turbulence,  to  act  fully  up  to  the  spirit  of 
this  benevolent  edict,  apa  to  hold  the  ba- 
lanee  of  impartial  toleration  with  a  steady 
hand ;  yet  no  man  who  compares  the 
period  during  which  the  edict  of  Nantes 
was  in  force,  with  that  which  succeeded 
ito  revocation  by  Liouis  14,  will  veii- 
tore  to  state  that  the  system  <^  toleration 
tended  to  cramp  the  energ(ies,  and  blight 
the  prosperity  of  that  kingdom.  If  the 
^  reigh  of  Louis  14  is  always  cited  as  the 
epoch  during  which  the  glory  of  the  French 
monarchy  was  matured,  if  his  court  Was 
at  once  the  model  and  the  terror  of  Eu- 
rope,— it  is  from  that  period  of  his  reign, 
when,  under  the  influence  of  a  mistress 
and  a  confessor,  he  repealed  the  edict  of 
Nantes,  and  became  the  persecutor  of  his 
subjects,  that  we  are  to  date  the  decline  of 
that  glory.  * 

It  is  a  singular  fact,  however,  that,  inde- 
pendently of  the  edict  of  Nantes,  and 
even  iilier  its  revocation,  France  was  al- 
lowed to  benefit  by  services,  such  as  we 
consider  as  incooipatible  with  the  safety 
of  the  "dominant  religion.  Sully  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  her  councils; 
Turenne,  Schomberg,  and  Saxe,  were  en- 
trusted with  the  Command  of  her  armies. 

What  is  it—is  there  any  thing,  which 
makes  intolerance  more  natural,  or  more 
necessary  to  this  country  ?  Is  it  that  a  free 
state  must  necessarily  m  more  rigorous  in 
withholding  political  privileges  on  account 
of  religious  ophiions,  than  a  government 
purely  monarchical?  I  have  referred  to 

'  differemment  et  siws  distinction  de  per- 
•ohne  capable :  comme  chose  qui  regarde 
I'onion  de  nos  subjects.  Entendons  anisi 
que  ceux  de  ladite  religion  pretendue  re- 
mm^  jkiissent  estte  dmis  et  receos  en 
tout  conseil,  deliberation,  assemblies  et 
fonctions,  qui  dependent  des  choses  dessus 
dictes,  sans  que  pour  raison  de  ladite  reli- 
gion lis  ne  {Anssent  estre  rejecCea  ou  em- 
peches  d'en  jouir.'' 


the  history  of  other  ooontrles  to  Aow  the 
unsoundness  of  the  propositioB,  that  dif- 
ference of  feligioos  opiniohs  is  inoompaM* 
ble  with  political  equality.  Our.own  his- 
tory will  showf  thati,  so  far  from  a  contrary 
system  beins  absolutely  natural  and  ne^ 
cessary  to  ms  country,  so  far  froM  its 
either  being  indigenous  to  the  soil;  or 
growing  out  of  the  freedom  of  our  con- 
stitution ;  our  restrictions  upon  the  Romaa 
Catholic  religion  have  generally  originated 
in  causes  external  to  this  country.  I  infer 
that  in  proportion  as  those  causes  cease  lo 
operate,  the  necessity  of  those  testrictioiis, 
and  consequently  their  justification,  haa 
become  less  strong. 

From  the  period  of  the  reformatioa, 
during  the  remainder  of  the  I6tb,  and  part 
of  the  following  century,  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  continent  was  agitated  by 
wars  and  quarrels  of  religion.  From  the. 
time  when  this  country  finally  adopted 
the  reformed  religion,  the  British  gisvera- 
ment  lost  no  opportunity  of  ezprcsring  its 
sympathy  with  those  professing  the  same 
creed  in  foreign  states,  sometimes  inters 
fering  in  their  favour  by  negociations,  and 
sometimes  assisting  them  by  arms;  and  it 
was^n  its  torn  exposed  to  the  machina- 
tions of  foreign  powers  of  the  CathoUe 
persuasion,  and  to  the  vengeance  and  in« 
.trigues  of  the  Catholic  church.  In  this 
state  of  things  the  government  natnraUy 
entertained  a  strong  and  just  jealousy  of 
its  own  Catholic  subjecU;  and  acoord- 
ingly  we  find  every  attack  upon  the  crow« 
of  England,  whether  by  the  arms  of  a 
ftnreign  Catholic  power,  or  by  the  spiritual 
head  of  the  Catholic  church,  followed  by 
new  and  more  rigorous  restrictiens  upon 
the  Catholics  of  these  kingdoms.  In  Ire- 
land especially,  where  the  reformation  did 
not  make  its  way,  where  it  must  be  con- 
fessed that  little  pains  were  taken  to  pi^ 
pagate  it,  in  Irelwid,  which  both  from  the 
predominance  of  the  Catholic  religion, 
and  from  its  being  the  most  i^uli^rsble 
point  of  the  British  empire,  vras  chiefly 
the  scene  of  foreign  intrigue,  and  the  point 
of  foreign  attack,,  these  restrictions  weiFe 
multiplied  and  enforced  with  peculiar  set 
verity. 

From  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  downwards 
even  to  the  present  reign,  the  statute-book 
exhibits  a  series  of  penal  provisions,  ren- 
dered necessary,  or  assumed  to  be  so,  fbr 
the  purpose  of  keeping  down  Catholic 
diasftction ;  is  disaftGbon  of  which  the 
dread  appeaVs  uniformly  to  have  incfeased 
in  proportion  to  external  danger.    The 
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wrof  PbitptgiiiMlBlisalMtb^tiHl  OmI 
which  ibUo>ired  Ihe  ravolaiiea  io  lO^, 
werealilcB  tbe«nittidth««eG«ioii^itew 
p«Md  fturiclioiw  opott  Irtla04«  But  it  it 
ooi  «qiiiUy  itm,  tkoA  Um  abfttemcai  of  ex* 
Umd  itmafn  bm  allowed  m  proportioiMte 
nksfttion  mthosyilemt^CintorBal  jeiJoiuy 
mtd  rertrtiat  ^  Wn  it  oot  reMonabie  tbat 
itthooM  4o8o^  And  hai  not  thelurt  botn 
I  to  the  reeeofi  of  tbe  thing. 


Jb  1085>  the  period  of  the  revocmtioo  of 
the  edict  of  Neatcs,  the  ihoret  of  thii 
ceoDtry  were  coTOred,  with  a  mnltitode  of 
fiifpttvei  fto«i  Freoce^  imploring  eaylnm 
M  proiecMoD :  Fogitivet  of  whet  de- 
esrip&oD'f  RroteateBtclefffj.  Flyti^IfOffi 
whsl?  A  IVipiih  peneciitioo.  When  the 
fpirit  of  Bopiah  pefeeeiitiott  was  that  ac- 
U^  abroad,  we  naturally  increased  oor 
guards  and  setioriti^s  agaknt  »  similar 
•pint  at  home.  In  1703  egatooOr  ahotes 
are  oovered  with  a  beoiihed  clergjF*  Of 
whaiperseasion?  Roman  CathoKc.  Fly- 
iog  from  what?  An  Atheistical  peraeco- 
tioa.-«Wefe  these  eventt.  caknlated  to 
prodttce  similar  improisions  ?  Or  dj|d  they 
tali  for  similar  precantions?  Undoubtedly 
fbey  did  not  And  blind  indeed  araat 
those  pcfsons  be  to  the  signs  of  the  tiaras, 
who  woeU  apply  to  cases  so-diffinrent  the 
saane  reasoning ;  or  act  tmon  them  by  an 
imdiskingiiishing  and  inflexible  rale  of 
ooodoct 

Boty  Sir,  we  did  not  so  reason  o(  so  act 
The  year  1793 ;  the  period  to  which  I 
have  last  referred,  when  tbe  dissension  of 
Catholic  and  Protestant  apoeared  to  he 
swallowed  op  in  the  wider  difference  be- 
tween Christian  and  Anti-Christian  i-^that 
was  the  period  chosen,  and  wisely  chosen 
by  the  crown,  for  roommmendiaig  to  the 
l^|islatore  of  Ireland^  the  relaxation  of 
the  penal  laws  against  the  Irish  Cathdies. 
The  lesser  danger  disa|»peaied  before  the 
creates;  andtherestraints  which  were  no 
laiif^  necessary,  were  properly  conodoMl 
aano  longer  jost. 

Asmooh  was  done  for  the  Irish  Catholics 
at  thtsperiod  as  perhaps cookl  be  done, 
while  Boghind  and  Ireland  cesitinned  se- 
parate kmgdonn.  The  qoestion  of  ad- 
mission into  political  office  was  wisely,' if 
aot  of  neceswty,  deferred  till  albr  tlra 
IteiiNK  The  Union  happily  did  away  that 
argnment  from  nambm,  which  (in  my 
ja^RBBMOt)  has  been  always  as  unwisely 
arged  on  one  side  of  this  qoestioni  as  on- 
Jawhr- answered  on  the  other.  Most  un- 
sHssly  is  it  asffed  by  the  friends  of  the  Ca» 
tMtcs}  for  dbe  boast  of  misbers:  soaods 
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toe  like  an  atteaipt  at  intimidaliaa :  bat 
most  nnfairly  is  it  held  oat  on  ^  other 
side,  to  iiftimidate  as  the  other  way ;  and 
to  iadace  as  to  withhold  even  what  it 
might  be  right  to  grant,  because  the 
daimanu  form  a  large  proportion^  oar 
population^ 

The  Union,  bowerer,  puts  an  end  to  the 
danger  of  this  argument,  withoat  destroy- 
ing whataver  be  its  legitimate  force.  The 
nambers  of  tho  Irish  Catholics,  merged  in 
the  whole  population  of  the  United  King- 
dom, bsTO  ceased  to  be  formidable  from 
their  relative,  without  ceasing  to  bo  re- 
spectable from  their  positive  amoant. 

Such  being  the  adtaatage  derived  to 
thb  qoestion  from  the  Union,  I  coi^ss  I 
am  aslaaisbed  to  find,  that  some  among  the 
Catholics  call  for  a  repeal  of  tbe  Uaioa ; 
and  that  an  hon.  gentleman,  a  sirenuoas 
advocate  of  the  Catholic  cause,  has  gken 
notice  of  a  asotion  to  that  eiM.— JUpeal 
the  Union !  Bestore  tbe  H^tarcby  as 
soon  U-*Tbe  measure  itself  is  sknply  iai- 
possible.  Bat  with  sach  a  qaestion  de- 
pending in  tbe  Hooscj  I  doubt  how  far  it 
is  possible  to  entMain  tbe  oonsideratioii 
of  the  present  subject  to  any  useful  par- 
pose.  For,  suppose  the  hon.  gentleman  to 
succeed  in  procuring  the  repeal  of  the 
Union-;  not  only  miaht  it  become  unsafe 
to  concede  the  Catholic  claims  at  all ;  bat 
in  this  House  we  could  not  even  disease 
them  with  propriety.  This  House  could 
not  presume  to  determine  on  a  subject 
which  would  then  belong  to  separate  Ire- 
land alone. 

Scarcely  less  anfair  than  the  use  of  the 
argument  derived  from  nambers,  is  that 
which  ia  often  made  of  the  concessions 
heretofore  granted  to  th^  Catholics  by  the 
legislature.  It  is  affirmed,  that  those  con- 
cessbns  have  been  extorted  in  times  of 
trouble  and  danger :  that  advantage  has 
been  taken  of  the  distresses  of  the  crown, 
to  bring  forward  claims  at  the  moment 
when  it  had  no  meanrof  resisting  theoi. 
Nothing  can  be  more  untrue  than  this 
statement :  which  proceeds  entirely  on  a 
confusion  bcttween  the  claims  of  Ireland, 
as  agmnrt  England,  and  those  of  the  Ca^ 
tholics  of  Irehmd ;  which  arojiDtally  dif^ 
ferent  things.  I  will  not  now  enter  into 
any  inquiry,  whether  the  concessions  made 
to  Ireland  in  If  80,  were  or  were  not  wrung 
from  the  British  government  by  tbe  ne- 
cessities and  difficulties  of  the  times.  It 
is  suflkient  to  remark,  that  those  concef> 
sioos  were  not  <:oncessions  to  the  Ca« 
tholics,  but  to  tbe  frotestai^  parlijuneat 
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of  Ireland ;  that  in  tfaci  boasted  adjustmeAt 
(ash  wat  called)  of  1789,  not  one  word 
ivas  contained  which  ameHorated  the  titaa- 
tion  of  the  Catbdica,  or  in  any  degree  taf- 
fected  their  interests.  So  far  is  it  from 
being  true,  that  what  has  been  granted  to 
them  has  been  granted  to  menace ;  that  it 
has  not,  in  point  of  fact,  been  granted 
even  to  supplieation.  Their  petitions  had 
been  rejected  by  the  Ifish  parliament; 
and  the  crown  afterwards  voluntarily  came 
forward,  and  suggested  to  that  parliament 
a  spontaneous  compliance  with  the  prayers 
which  it  had  previously  refused.  And  to 
this  is  to  be  added,  that  in  almost  every 
statute  which  has  passed  to  improve  the 
situatioa  of  the  Catholics,  their  uniformly 
peaceable  and  loyal  conduct  4ias  been, 
recited  m  the  preamble, .  as  occasioning 
and  jfMtifying  the  concession. 

In  looking  at  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  concessions  which  have  thus  been 
mide  to  the  Catholic*,  and  at  the  state  in 
which  they  were  left  at  the  Union,  will 
any  man  contend,  th(it  the  point  at  which 
those  concessions  have  stopj>ed  can  have 
been  selected  as  that  at  which  it  was 
seriously  intended  they  should  remain  ? 
h  it  not  obvious  upon  the  slightest  con- 
sideration, that  to  have  opened  the  elective 
franchise  to  the  Catholics,  and  to  preclude 
the  exercise  of  it  in  favour  of  candidates 
of  their  own  persuasion  ;  that  to  have  ad- 
mitted them  to  the  bar,  and  to  exclude 
them  from  tlie  bench,  would,  if  considered 
as. a  permanent  arrangement,  be  one  of  a 
moxt  perverse  and  dangerous  nature  ?  But 
it  would  be  perfectly  intelUgible  that  such 
eoocessiona  sboald  be  made  by  degrees ; 
and  that  the  consummation  of  them,  and 
especially  that  the  admission  to  seau  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  should  have  been 
purposely  postponed  til)  after  the  Union 
of  the  two  parliaments. 

I  protest,  if  I  were  to  look  upon  the 
arrangement  as  permanent,  I  should  doubt 
whether  the  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons 
might  not  have  been  granted  with  leas 
dan^r,  than  the  riglit  of  voting  for  members, 
disjoined  from  tbe  eligibility  to  serve.  In  the 
former  case  the  condnct  of  the  Catholic 
member  w9old  have  been  influenced  and 
controuled  by  his  Protestant  constituents : 
but  the  irresponsible  exercise  of  the  elec- 
tive franchise  admits  of  no  controul ;  and, 
powerful  as  the  Catholics  are,  and  growing 
daily  more  and  more  powerful  by  the 
growing  extent  of  their  property,  how  is 
It  to-be  aoppoaed  th^t  the  Catholic  con- 
atituenu  should  not  influence  and  cooUod 
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the  oottdnct  of  tfaleir  Protestant  r«|M-eseR. 
tattve  ?  It  was  Mtural  lo  postpone  the  ad- 
mission into  parliament  till  the  Union,  leat 
there  shoi^d  be  in  time  m  preponderanoe 
of  Catholic  members  in  the  local  parim- 
ment  of  Ireland:  but  aa  applied  to  tlw 
United  parliament,  I  proms,  I  see  no 
danger  from  the  admission  of  Catholic 
membera.  from  Ireland,  whidi  does  not 
arise  in  an  equal,  or  in  a  more  emiiMNit 
degiree  from  the  power  of  retnnitng  mem- 
bers being  vested  in  the  Catholic  popu- 
lation. 

Look  next  to  the  aitnatiosi  of  the  Irish 
bar.  In  proportion  asother  walka  of  liberal 
profession  are  shot  to  the  Catholics,  most 
the  numbers  of  them  be  greater  who  wHl 
naturally  flock  into  the  profeaiion  of  t|m 
law.  Comparing  the  amount  of  the  Ca- 
tholic with  that  of  the  Pfotestaot  pop»- 
ktion  in  Ireland,  at  no  distant  time  a  great 
proportion  of  the  bar  most  be  of  the  Ca- 
tholic persaasion.  There  is  no  reason  on 
which  to  presume,  that  the  talents  of  the 
Catholic  barristers  will  not  be  equal  to 
those  of  their  Protestant  competitors;  and 
it  is  in  the  very  natnre  of  things,  that  an 
long  as  the  Catholic  population  are  do- 
pressed,  below  the  lev«l  of  their  Protestant 
fellow-subjects,  they  ahoold  feel  towarda 
each  other  with  the  spirit  of  a  sect,  aadl 
preferably  throw  their  business  into  the 
bands  of  thoee  of  their  own  persuasion.— 4 
have  the  bigheat  opinion  of  the  profeasioa 
of  the  law ;  a  profession  which  has  pro^ 
dnced  so  many  eminent  pien,  omamenta 
and  supports  of  the  state;  and  which  ia 
generally  characterised  as  much  by'libe* 
rality  as  by  talents.  .  But  itia  no  disparaM^ 
ment  of  tnat  hoooorable  and  able  prom- 
sion  to  say,  that  great  tiUen^  are  won  to 
the  support  of  the  state  by  honoorable  ea> 
pectations,  and  by  the  prospects  of  juat 
reward.  And  if  the  bar  of  Irelaiid  are  t6 
be  ilHhentitifd  (if  I  may  nae  that  word  t^ 
ezpreas  my  meaning,)  and  their  views  to 
be  contracted  and  debased,  by  being  coik> 
fined  ^merely  to  the  acqaisitM>n  of  money, 
to  the  exclusion  of  any  ^tdi  of  honour- 
able diatinction— would  not  the  character 
of  the  bar  be  matenaUy  altered?  And 
ooght  we  not  serioasly  to  consider  wbait 
miffht  he  the  danger  to  the  state  from  4 
body  of  such  ability  and  influeHcOi  if  aa 
impassable  limit.and  barrier  were  to  be  pot 
to  the  hopes  and  exertiokisof  a  generoiia 
ambition  ? 

They  who  refWr  totheFrenoh  reTolutioi^ 
and  justly  refer  to  it,  as  a  lesaon  of  dreadful 
warning,  would  do  wal)  to  consider 
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of  Um  te^ng  priactplesy  and  prtdi§p(mmg 
cmutett  I  wiU  not  My  fcon  wbieb  it  aiose, 
but  by  wh«eh  the  mass  of  the  Frenoh 
people  were  prepared  for  it.  None  of 
Ihese  CMiies  was  more  promttieDt»or  more 
uniyersally  acknowledged  by  all  thipking 
Ben>  than  the  existence  of  those  faroiful 
mid  artifieial  barritrt,  by  which  an  in* 
■nperable  Kne  of  separation  was  drawn 
between  tho  higher  ranks  of  the  com* 
,  monity,  and  thoM  whose  wealth,  or  talents 
and  senrices,  might  raise  them  to  acquired 
eminence^  This  line  was  drawn  with 
precision,  and  obsenred  with  rigour ;  hot 
It  was  drawn  onl^  in  the  manners  and 
prejodices  of  society.  Here  yoo  have 
established  it  bv  statnte;  ;and  established 
it  against  a  profession,  whose  daily  studies 
nro  conversant  with  the  constitution  of 
staled  and  with  the  general  principles  of 
buman  societyii— whose  daily  practice  is 
of  a  nature  to  kindle  and  keep  alire  the 
spirit  of  aspiring  ambition^-^-whose  habits 
and  qualities  fit  them  to  be  leaders  of  the 
people. 

Look  forward  a  few  years  to  the  period 
wben  the  mass  of  the  bar  being  Caibolic ; 
and  the  mass  of  the  bushiess  in  their  hands, 
a  briefless  Protestuit  mustne^rtbelest  be 
selected  to  fill  any  vacancy  on  the  bench. 
Everyone  knows  what  is  the  reciprocal 
influence  of  an  enlightened  bench,  and  an 
«idightened  bar ;  Uie  mutual  check  and 
contraol  of  authoritv  on  the  one  side,  and 
of  opinion  on  the  other.  Conceive  a  state 
of  things  in  which  that  check  ^oold  cease 
to  opoate  on  one  side,  by  the  loss  of  that 
•minenee  which  is  the  soul  of  all  authority 
on  the  bench,  conceive  a  Catholic  bar 
pleading  to  Catholic  juries,  before  judges 
who  have  been  placed  upon  the  bench,  not 
for  their  wisdom  but  for  their  faith,  and 
ksagine  what  consequences  must  fellow ! 

I  do  not  say  that  this  ts  now  the  case,  1 
know  it  is  otherwise  ;  but  I  am  tracing 
the  inevitable  operation,  in  times  to  come^ 
of  principles  to  which  the  concessions  al* 
ready  made- to  thh  Roman  Catholici  ha^ 
given  life  and  activity.  I  am  contending 
a^nst  the  Iproposition,  that  the  remaining 
disabilities  can  be  maintained  for  ever.  I 
am  contending  that  the  principles  of  the 
question  are  principles  of  expediency  and 
<M  time ;  not  fixed,  not  immuti^blej  not 
eternal.  1  am  contending  that  the  con- 
4Jitieii  of  the  Catholiciii  after  what  has  been 
-done  for  them,  must  be  necessarily  pro* 
^vessive :  unleBt  indeed  you  are  prepared 
to  go  back  instead  of  forward.  Afd  I 
imk,  c«B  yen  go  back? 


M\  this  may  be  *  very  much  to  be  la^ 
meated.  it  may  be  unlucky  that  we  are 
brought  into  a  situation  in  which  we  can- 
not stand  still,  and  in  which  we  cau  neither 
go  on  nor  recede  with  safety.  I  am  not  of 
that  opinion :  but  that  opioion  I  am  nut 
now  arguing ;  nor  am  I  bound  to^irgue  it.^ 
I  am  only  arguinp^  that  such  is  the  state  of 
things,  however  It  may  have  become  so;, 
whether  by  negligence,  or  by  impolicy* 
or  by  a  just  and  provident  design^  A  prac« 
tical  statesman  will  take  things  as  he  finds 
them;  and  will  adapt  his  measures  to 
what  he  finds,  instead  of  laouuiting  over 
irretrievable  errors,  if  errors  they  be,  aiui 
wishing  their  consequfUices  reversed  and. 
undone. 

Look  next  at  your  army.  War  is  not 
now,  as  it  has  been  in  former  times,  an  oc* 
casional  and  transitory  evil  It  mutt  be 
considered,  in  the  present  state  of  Europe, 
as  a  permanent  habit,  ap  the  very  element  ia 
which  this  country  must  breathe  and  have 
its  being.  You  have  admitted  Catholic 
officers  iolo  your  army  ;  but  yoo  exclude 
them  from  the  higher  ranks  of  it.  Your 
army  swarms  with  Catholic  soldiers.  To 
the  Irish  militia  yoo  do  not  scruple  to  en- 
trust a  part  of  the  defence  of  Great  Uritaia 
itself.  Protestant  generals,  in  other  coon* 
tries,  have  commanded  Catholic  armies. 
Foreigners  of  whose  religion  we  uke  little 
note,  may  command  Protestant  British 
soldiers  here.  But  no  native  Catholic  is 
to  be  permitted  to  hold  a  command  Over 
bis  fellow-subjects,  of  whatever  religion 
they  may  be.  Can  this  sUte  of  things,  in 
such  a  state  of  the  world,  be  permanent  ? 

1  have  beard,  indeed,  one  answer  to  all 
these  arguments,  which,  as  I  observed, 
was  hailed  with  acclamation  by  some 
gentlemen  opposite  to  me.  It  is  this;  ibat 
the  great  objecu  of  ambition,  whether 
civil,  political,or  military,  from  which  the^ 
Cath^ics  are  now  excluded,  could  fall  to 
the  lot  only  of  a  few  of  the. higher  classes 
among  them :  and  that  it  is  mere  pretence 
to  suppose  that  the  influence  of  ibeir  dis- 
appointment and  discontent  can  aflect  tho 
body  of  the  people.  O  !  profound  ignor- 
ance of  human  nature!  As  if  the  objects 
of  honourable  ambition  operated  as  mcite- 
menU'Oiily  to  those  who.  may  be  proye^ 
by  a  calculation  of  chances  to  have  a  rea- 
sonable  hope  of  attaining  them !  As  if  the 
aspiratioa  ^ter  things  too  higb  to  be  with* 
in  the  reach  of  probable^  achievement, 
were  not  the  surest  pledffe  of  excellence, 
even  in  the  discharge  of  inferior  duiies  f 
As  if  th#  singlf  lord  chancellorship,  ^hjch 
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his  SO  manrtl^oiifltnd  to  one  that  any 
giren  indivioaal  does  not  retch,  were  Dot 
yet  that  which  fills  your  bar,  and  throngs 
yoar  inns  of  court  with  niultitodes  of 
men,  capable  of  discharging  Us  functions ! 
As  if  the  removal  of  this  single  prise, 
though  TOO  might  show  by  irrefragable 
arithmetic  that  it  did  not  in  fact  aflecttfae 
prospects  of  one  man  out  of  ten  thousand, 
would  not  yet  be  felt  as  touching  and  de- 
grading the  whole!  As  if,  when  some 
climbing  spirit  having  nearly  reached  the 
topmost  round  of  the  ladder  of  ambition, 
was  there  met  by  a  sentence  of  perpetual 
exclusion,  the  crowd  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
who  had  watched  and  cheered  his  ascent, 
would  not  sympathize  in  his  final  ill  suc- 

.  cess !  As  if  they  would  not  feel,  however 
little  pretension  they  might  have  them- 
selves to  rise  to  a  similar  eminence  and  to 
experience  similar  disappointment,  that  it 
Was  somewhat  hard  upon  their  children, 
and  their  children's  children,  thafl  they  too 
should  continue  to  bear  about  with  them 
in  their  native  land,  a  brand  of  natural  in- 
feriority, an  inheritable  and  indelible  fttain 
like  that  of  cast  or  of  colour,  not  incapacita- 
ting them,  indeed,  for  the  toil  of  honour- 
able exertion,  but  precluding  them  for 
ever  from  distinction  and  reward  ! 

But  am  I  therefore  prepared  to  concede 
every  thing  that  is  required,  to  concede  it 
without  delay,  to  concede  it  without  con- 
dition or  limitation?  No  such  thing.  The 
time  when  the  brand  of  disqualification 
shall  be  removed ;  the  period  or  the  gene- 
ration in  vvhieh  the  stain  of  incapacity  shall 
be  considered  as  worn  out  or  washed  away, 
1  am  not  now  pretending  to  define.  I  do 
not  say  that  this  is  the  moment :  but  I  do 
say  that  it  is  utterly  inconceivable  to  me, 
that  any  man  should  talk  of  the  present 
M8  a  state  of  things  which  can  endure  for 
ever ;  that  any  man  should  think  that  we 
are  now  arrived   at  the  point  at  which 

.  legislative  wisdom  can  8top,and  expect  con- 
tented acqorescence ;  that  any  nan  st^nhi 
recommend  a  vote,  which  is  to  confirm 
this  state  of  things,  and  to  extinguish  the 
hope  of  any  ibtore  change,  as  the  best 
mode  of  tranquilliaing  Ireland. 

But  then  the  dangers  of  any  firesh 
concession!  the  dangers  of  a  Catholic 
chancellor,  or  a  Catholic  gi^neral,  in^ 
fluenced  by  the  Pdpe,  and  the  Pope  in  the 

I>ower  of  Boonapart^  I  What  could  we 
ook  for  in  such  a  case,  but  the  subversion 
of  the  constitntion,  and  theconquest  of  the 
Jtingdom  f  , 

1  confess  I  tbink  tlnrtr  these  who  are 


appi^led  by  these  temNrs»' do  give  a  rain 
to  their  tma^datioti,^  father  tbaA  consnla 
tlMsr  sober  judgment.  I  thinlt  too,  thti 
under  the  influence  of  an  imaginary  fear, 
they  overlook  nearer  and  moie  anbmam** 
ttal  dangers. 

There  have  been  iiaMi»  «o  doubt,  whaa 
(as  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  stale) 
the. tie  of  comnranity  of  religioii  wao 
stronger  than  that  of  a  ooasmon  cemnry  ; 
when  the  geographer  might  have  dlj». 
tinguished  the  divisions  of  llie  nnip  of 
Europe  by  two  colours,  one  denoting  ik% 
Catholic,  and  the  other  the  reformat 
religion ;  and  when  the  same  diatiiictioa 
that  described  differences  of  faith  wouM 
have  implied,  at  the  same  time,  the  ro* 
spective  policy,  connections,  and  aUiancea 
of  the  several  states  of  Europe*  B«t» 
thanks  to  Buonaparte  for  this  incidentel 
good  arising  from  his  various  acts  of 
usurpation  and  atrocity ;  he  has  esaltod 
and  called  into  action  the  feelbigs  of 
patriotism,  and  taught  them  to  superset 
that  fellowship  which  grew  heretofovo 
oot  oC  similarity  of  religious  prolMsion. 
The  different  natkms  of  the  eiviliied 
world  may  now,  ar  heretofore,  bo  ckm* 
racterized  by  only  two  deecrtDtioni-<Mfaai 
these  descriptions  are  no  {ooger  Go* 
thoHc  or  mtestant,  but  French  or  not 
French. 

If  leognes  have  been  formed  in  otl^t 
tifflies  of  Catholic  powers,  against  tfao 
advancement  of  the  Protestant  canse  and 
interests,  wtille  states  whkh  had  ooft* 
braced  the  tenets  of  the  reforiMd  religioa 
have -combined  on  the  other  hand  to  ro* 
dace  the  preteusiens  of  the  ancient  and 
corrupted  ecclesiastical  ostablisiMOont ; 
let  us  see  how  ht  the  distinctions,  ffonnded 
upon  religions  dtffeioncea,  wooid  apply 
to  the  existing  state  of  the  vnaU^  What 
is  in  this  res^iet  the  condoet  of  Boona- 
parte,  the  sovereign  of  Franco,  iho  ano« 
cesser  of  Charlemagne,  the  oldest  son  of 
the  church  ?  Is  bis  a  Catholic,  loogoe? 
Is  it  only  with  Catholic  aovorcigns  and 
Catholic  states  ^at  be  forms  his  oonnee^ 
tions,  or  to  them  Alone  thai  he  extends 
the  benefit  of  what  he  calls  his  protec- 
tion  ?  Look,  I  say,  at  the  inop  of  Barope: 
see  Lutheran  Saxony,  knit  to  Mm  in 
alliance:  see  Oemany,  whether  rofonn* 
ed  or  Catholic,  portioned  out  at  hia  will  t 
see  Protestant  Denmark  waiting  on  hia 
nod, .  and  IVotestant  Sweden  shrinking  nt 
his  frown  ;  see  Calvinistic  Holland  swal* 
lowed  np  imi»  his  empire;  Calvinistic 
Prussia  trembling  ol  his  foilsiooi ;  and 
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Yei  there  tra  thots  im  mmi  to  tlunki 
tkal  ik«  power  of  the  Pope  if,  after  all, 
ibe  fonDidable  pert  of  tke  greet  coofe- 
4erac]r  which  Biioneperte  bet  that  errey- 
ed  egaimt  ut;^ — who,  emidttacombiiMi- 
liea  Uiui  ezleiiMre»  thet  vioUot»  and  held 
iQfeliier  hy  priaciplef  with  which  reli- 

E(it  might  be  thought)  bet  fery 
to  doy  can  see  no  ml  dangen, 
egaimt  which  we  have  to  gnard,  but  in 
Ibe  debetea  respecting  the  concordat  and 
the  liberties  of  the  Gallican  Cborcb  ;— 
there  are  those  who  apprehend  that, 
weary  of  ordinary  warfsLre»  Boonaparte 
is  about  to  substitute  the  thonders  of  the 
Vaiican»  for  those  of  the  mere  mortal 
artillery,  by  which  he  has  shaken  and 
snbjngated  Enrope;^ — that  after  ezhaasting 
|41  terrestrial  means  of  attack,  he  waiu 
only  for  onr  consent  to  the  Catholic  pe- 
tition, to  resort  to  a  spiriteal  assault ;  to 
^1  in  ibe  aid  of  bulk  and  indulgences, 
and  the  other  machinery  of  ecclesiastkml 
hostilities  ;-^ 

iiuiequid  babest  teleram  armameatatia  eoili  1 
■  There  is,  boweTcr,  one  remarkable  cir* 
cwnstaiice  in  the  present  state  of  Europe, 
which  might  suggest  to  the  mbst  timid 
and  awe*stricken  obserrer  of  soperstitioos 
indications,  a  doubt  at  least,  whether  the 
principle  of  religtous  antipathy  be  indeed 
so  busy  in  the^  erorld  at  this  moment  as 
be  imagines:  whether  this  leaffue  of 
abnosi  m  the  Prelestant  states  of  ^rope 
with  France,  be  indeed  directed  to  tne 
egprem  ol^ect  of  sobrerting  the  Protes- 
tant religion  in  this  coontry,  and  isapos- 
iuff  upon  us  a  CathoKc  hierarchy,  and 
a  Catbalic  sorereign.  In  one  corner  of 
Europe,  and  in  one  alone,  there  exisU 
a  spirit  of  resistance  to  France ;  and  this 
^^singularly  enoogb,  and  as  if  for  the 
UKpress  purpose  of  banishing  all  notion 
of  religious  difierence  from  tbe  i|oarrel-^ 
exists  among  nations  the  most  bigoted 
to  tbe  Roman  Catholic  faith  of  all  the 
nations  of  Europe,  namely,  among  tbe 
inhabitants  of  tbe  peninsula.  They  are 
precisely  the  people  who  most  steadily, 
'sincerely,  and  brarely  ha^e  opposed 
theosselres  to  Buonaparte's  schemes  of 
conquest  and  dominion ;  an  oppositien 
^ita  unintelligible,  if  this  l>s  really  a 
religious  war.  What  ?  shall  it  be  in  the 
ktiigdoms  Che  most  abjectly  submitted  to 
the  Papal  authority ,-i-ffn  the  strong  holds 
of  the  inquisition  itself  shall  it  be,  that 
4he.  standard  of  rebellicin  to  the  Pope, 
acting  (as  we  are  uugbt  to  appvshena) 


threu^  Hie  instmrnenteUtY  of  Bueon^ 
parte,  shall  be  rvsad,  and  raised  with 
impunity  ?— And  yet  shall  we  be  grarely 
told,  that,  in  tbe  name  end  autboritr  of 


the  Pope,  Buenaperte  will  wrest  Ireland 
ftom  Great  Britain  ?— If  the  Pope  can 
conquer  for  Buonaparte,  wh^  does  he  not 
conquer  the  Peninsula  for  him  !  Why  is 
Spain  yet  upheld  by  Protestant  alliance 
and  Portugal  yet  sheltered  by,  bereUoil 
arms?  A  biueth  of  the  church,  a  nod 
of  tbe  tiara,  should  sorejy  dissipato  thia 
tmnatural,.  this  anti-catholic  combine* 
tion. 

Fortunately,  Sir,  in  this  instance  we 
act  more  wisely  than  we  reason.  We  do 
not  distrust  the  disposition  of  the  nationa 
of  the  PeninsuU  to  oppose  a  stout  resis- 
tance 10  the  French  power,  because  that 
power  is  predominant  over  the  Pope,  who 
u  in  his  turn  undeniably  predominant 
over  tbe  spiritual  concerns  of  those  na- 
tions. Not  but  we  know  very  well  that 
the  times  have  been,  when  that  circnm^ 
stance  would  have  been  of  great  impor* 
taoce  and  efiect  in  the  success  of  the 
war:  but  we  know  that  those  tiroes  are 
past — past  for  every  country  upon  earthy 
it  seems,  except  Ireland  :*-and,  in  the 
name  of  common  sense,  why  not  for  Ire* 
land  too? 

Well  and  wisely  have  we  done,  ki 
uniting  ourselves  to  tbe  cause  of  those 

Stilant  and  oppressed,  nations:  wisely 
r  our  own  interest  as  weU  as  for  our 
dory.  The  paj^e  which  records  our  ef* 
forts  in  the  peninsular  war  will  be  amon|^ 
tbe  brightest  in  our  history.  But  strange 
indeed,  and  perplexing  will  be  tbe  doty 
of  the  historian,  who  shall  have  to  bl#nd  , 
with  those  annals  of  courage  and  renown^ 
a  faithful  relation  of  tlm  foars  which 
prevent  us  from  entertaining  tbe  petitions 
of  tbe  Irish  Catholics  ;  who  shall  con* 
trast  the  jealousy  and  suspicion  with 
which  we  regard  the  population  of  Cn* 
tbolic  Irelend*  with  the  fearlessness  with 
which  we  pour  forth  that  population 
in  the  just  cause  of  Catholic  Spain. 

It  would  really  seem  as  if  the  migh^ 
perils  with  which  we  are  surrounded,  hnd 
cenfosed  our  sense  of  the  real  nature  of 
our  danger.  Our  danger  is  from  a  migh* 
ty  deluge  which  threatens  to  ovetwkelm 
ust-rbutwe  are  crying  ''fire!''  as  two 
centuries  ago.  The  convulsions  of  tbe 
earth  have  diverted  inio  a  new  channel 
that  stream  which  formed  the  line  of 
demarkation  between  the  diSerent  den»» 
miniliens  of  mankind  :~but   we  stand 
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hesitating  bn  the  brink  of  tite  idncjent 
channel,  which  is  left  dry;  and  £incy 
it  still  impassable. 

Bat  any  farther  concessions  to  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  it  is  contended,  will 
lead  to  the  oi^erthroiv  of  the  established 
church,' and  therewith  lo  that  of  the  civil 
constitution.  In  this  part  of  the  argu- 
ment it  must  at  least  be  admitted  that 
the  onus  pfohandi  lies  with  those  who 
make  the  assertion.  By  what  means, 
through  what  process,  is  this  extensive 
mischief  to  be  efTected  ?— Surely  those 
who  have  so  clear  an  apprehension  of 
the  danger,  can  in  some  degree  define 
the  mode  in  which  it  is  to  be  brought 
upon  US. 

The  bulk  of  the  Catholics  are  ignorant 
and  unenlightened,  says  iny  right  hon. 
and  learned  friend,  and  are  under  the  in- 
fluence of  a  priesthood,  who  are  sobser- 
rient  to  the  Pope. — Wclh:  but  the  power 
of  an  unenlightened  and  ignorant  multi- 
tude  consists  in  physical  force.  How  will 
that  be  increasedf  by  the  admission  of 
some  of  those  who  woald  naturally  be 
looked  up  to  by  the  muFtitude  as  thieir 
leaders,  into  the  advantages  of  the  civil 
constitution,  into  the  offices  of  the  state, 
into  magistracies  of  the  law,  into  seats  in 
parliament,  intocommands  in  the  army  ?«-* 
But  the  danger  is  said  to  be  in  these  very 
admissions.  W^U:  then,  it  must  be  t 
danger  of  a  different  sort-^  danger  not  of 
force,  but'  of  reason— a  danger  that  the 
Catholic  minister  will  win  over  his  col- 
leagues, that  the  Catholic  colonel  will  se- 
duce his  regiment,  that  the  Catholic  mem- 
ber win  persuade  this  House  to  counte- 
nance and  bring  about  this  fundamental 
change  in  the  constitution.  Is  it  in  this 
way  that  the  mischief  is  to  be  effected  ? 

My  right  hon.  and  learned  friiend  pro- 
fesses  not  to  enter  into  the  particular  doc- 
trines of  the  Roman  Catholic  Chtirch,  nor 
•v«n  to  impute  in  these  days,  to  persons 
of  that  persuasion,  the  Wicked  and  pes- 
tilent teoeU  which  our  oath  of  abjuration 
disclaims.  On  what  principle  then  are 
Ihe  fears  of  my  right  hon.  and  learned 
fHend  founded  ?  for  surely  ft  was  in  re- 
ference to  those  tenets  that  the  precautions 
tigainst  the  admission  of  Catholics  into  the 
state  were  framed. 

)t  is  most  true'  that  the  Catholic  Religion, 
where  predominaRt;  is  itself  of  an  intole- 
rant character :  but  aithoagh  th«t  be  so, 
it  does  not  follow  in  theory,  nor  is  it  true 
in  fact,  that  in  states  not  Catholic,  that 
under  Protestaai  t»tab)ishmeBto«^the  Ca- 
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tii5>lics  have  been  found  tntfactable  and 
turbulent  subjects.  But  if  such  attempu 
should  b^  made  as  my  right  hon.  and, 
learned  friend  apprehends,  how  are  they 
to  be  met  ?  B^  reason :  and  if  that  should 
prove  insSufficient,  by  force.  It  would  be 
presumptuous  in  me  to  recall  the  fttten* 
tion  of  my  right  hon.  and  learned  firieod 
(skilled  as  he  necessarily  is  in  that  branch 
of  history  far  beyond  any  knowkdge  of 
it  that  it  can  have  fallen  to  my  h)t  to  ac^ 
duire)  to  the  iMstory  of  the  primitive 
Christian  Church,  before  it  became  civilly 
and  politically  established,  before  it  at- 
tracted the  protection^  and  mounted  the 
throne  of  the  Cssars.  Yet  in  looking  at 
this  qnestion^  as  a  question  of  reason,  it  it 
not  immaterial  to  observe^  that  the  preteu-^ 
sionto  esurcise,  or  to  share  the  aovereign 
authority,  is  not  one  i^hich  the  history  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  vroold  autfio- 
rize  it  to  put  forward  as  essential  -to  itc 
existence.— Reason,  to  be  sure,  avatk  little 
against  force;  but  here  force  ami  reason 
would  be  on  the  same  side.  And,  should 
the  Catholics  be  wicked  enough  as  well  as 
omd  enough  to  attempt  the  establishment 
of  their  religion  as  the  religion  of  the  state, 
the  attempt  must  be  met  and  defeated  by 
the  same  means  which  would  be  used  to 
suppress  any  other  mode  ^f  rebellion.  Let 
it  not  be  forgotten,  however,  all  this  time, 
that  the  question  is  not  whether  we  shall 
now  begin  to  give  to  the  Catholics  any 
rights,  influence,  and  power ;  we  have  given 
them  the  means  of  acquiring  a  great  moral 
force  in  society ;  and  the  question  now  is, 
whether  we  can  annihilate  the  force  that 
we  have  bestowed  ?  and  if  not,  whether 
we  should  not  do  wisely  to  reconcile  them 
to  the  legitimate  use  of  that  force  by  as* 
•imilating  it  to  the  civil  conittttution  ? 

I  confess.  Sir,  that  though  I  despise  not 
any  fears  whicti  good  men  and  wise  Ben> 
like  my  right  hon.  and  learned  friend^ 
profess  to  feel.  I  cannot  contemplate  the 
Church  of  England  with^U  her  piety  and 
leamingi  with  all  her  just  influence,  her 
honours  and  endowments,  and  yet  appro* 
bend  that  she  wants  strength  to  defend 
herself !  This  is  not  the  time  nor  the  plape 
to  inquire  what  are  the  real  dangers  to 
which  the  Church  of  England  is  exposed^ 
but  I  think,  that  whatever  they  may  be» 
they  exist  in  very  different  causes,  and 
in  very  difierent  quarters  from  thos6 
against  which  we  are  now  so  loudly, 
called  upon  to  guard.  Not  but  if  any  dan- 
ger be  apprehended  to  the  Chnrch  of 
Koglaod,  Iran  whatever  quarter,  I  for  one. 
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•ti^nd  Ibis  Howe-KUid  ihn  coMtrf^^ 
will  be  ready  to  come  forward  with  the 
most  fitrenuouf  exertieiu  in  her  support ; 
a  support  due  to  her  firom  the  lore  and  to- 
neration  of  all  to  when  she  administers 
consolation  and  hope«-dae  e?en  from 
•oelaries  themselves,  to  a  cbarch  which^ 
norsed  in  persecution*  herself  learned 
mercy ;  a  church  whieln  purified  and  con- 
secrated by  the  blood  of  martyrs,  has 
learned  to  extend  toleration  to  all  oon- 
fcientious  dissent;  a  church  riveted  in  the 
affections  of  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
community,  and  Inseparably  allied  with  the 
state«  which  she  sanctifies  and  guarantees! 
Such  a  church  may  surely  bid  defiance  to 
any  dangers  with  which  the  change  of  the 
cifil  slate  of  the  Ronton  Calho]ics/---from 
what  they  now  are  to  what  they  aim  at 
being,-*-caii  possibly  be  supposed  to 
threaten  ber. 

Bat  I  repeat,  the  omis  prcbandi  lies  on 
those  who  affirm  the  church  to  be  in  dan- 
ger.«— One  point,  and  (so  far  as  I  recollect,) 
one  only,  has  been  distinctly  specified  by 
my  right  hon.  and  learned  friend.  The 
Catholics  would  seek  to  avoid  the  pay- 
ment of  tythes  to  the  EsUblisbed  Church, 
or  even  to  obtain  them  for  themselves. 
Now  I  venture  to  flatter  myself,  that  I  can 
set  my  right  h<m.  and  learned  frijttid's 
mind  somewhat  more  at  ease  upon  this 
point. .  Presuming  his  alarm  to  be— not 
that  the  Catholics  will  try  to  get  tythes  or 
any  other  species  of  property  by  force ; 
(in  that  case,  as  1  have  said,  force  must 
be  met  by  force;  and  that  case  might 
arise  just  as  well  to-morrow. as  after  the 
repeal  of  all  the  remaining  disabilities)-^ 
premming  my  right  hon.  and  learned 
friend's  alarm  to  be,  that  after  admitting 
Ibem  into  civil  office,  after  taking  off  the 
bar  and  brand  of  religious  incapacity,  it 
will  be  difficult  in  po'mt  of  argument,  to 
insist  upon  their  continuing  to  pay  tythes 
to  the  Protestant  Clergy— if  this  be  (as  I 
imagine)  the  nature  of  my  right  hon.  and 
learned,  friend's  difficulty,  I  really  flatter 
myaalf  that  I  can  in  a  great  measure  re- 
lieve him  from  it.  I  turn  once  more  to 
that  splendid  instrument  of  Catholic  tole- 
ration to.  which  I  have  before  referred,  the 
edict  of  Nantes ;  and  dose  to  the  article 
which.  I  before  read,  (admitting  those  of 
Ihe  reformed  religion  to  all  offices  civil 
and  political,)  I  find  the  following  enact- 
ment with  respect  to  the  payment  of 
tythes. 

"  AeticleXXV. 
"  We  will  ami  cummand,  that  all  who 


pvoCMS  Ihe  -pretedikd  reformed  r^«on» 
and  others  who  have  adhered  to  their 
party;  of  what  estate,  quality,  or  con- > 
dition  so^er,  be  held  and  constrained  by 
all  due  and  re^Monabie  means,  and  under 
the  penalties  coirtaiBed  in  ^the  edicts  al- 
ready in  force  on  this  subject,  to  pay  and 
discharge  the  usual  tythes  to  the  curatci 
and  other  ecclesiastics,  and  to  all  such  lo 
whom  they  may  properly  belong,  accord- 
ing to  the  usages  and  customs  ot  the  dif- 
ferent provinces/'*  >     '   ■  -    i 

I  think  the  Catholics  will  htve  no  rea- 
son to  complain  if  the  edict  of  Nantes  be 
taken  as  the  measure  and  mode  of  Protes- 
tant concession  16  them :  and  my  rixhl 
hon.  and  learned  friend  sees  that«  after 
that  model,  he  has  nothing  to  fear  for  the 
tythes  of  the  Established  Church, 

Another  point  upon  which  mjr  Hglijt 
hon.  and  learned  friend  has  much  insiste4 
is,  the  want  of  the  security  to  the  crown, 
arising  from  the  refusal  by  the  Catholics 
of  the  proposed  veto  on  the  nomination  of 
their  bishops.  Certainly,  it  may  be  mat- 
ter of  consideration,  whether  this  would 
not  be  a  reasonable  and  proper  security  ; 
and  if  so,  whether  it  might  not  yet  be  oli- 
tained.  In  Russia,  much  more  than  a  ne- 
gative on  the  nominalion  of  the  Catholic 
Bishops,  by  agreement  (as  I  believe)  with 
the  Court  of  Kome,  is  exercised  by  the 
emperor,  the  nomination  is  actually  made 
by  him.  The  emperor  appoints .  the 
bishop,  and  recommends  him  to  the  Pope 
for  consecration  and  ecclesiastical  institm 
tion,  which  are  never  refused*  I  know  not 
what  could  be  the  pretext  for  withholding 
the  same  thing,  if  thought  necessary  and 
desirable  here. 

But  I  own  it  seems  to  me  a  great  ^rror 
to  look  at  this  question  as  if  it  were  to  be 
settled  by  a  tedjous  and  intricate  negotia- 
tion between  parliament  and  the  Catho- 
lici^  as  between  two  hostile  powers.  Thul 
is,  in  my  view,  not  the  Just  notion  of  what 
ought  to  be  an  act  of  legislature.    The 

*  "Djxmis.  Aet.  XXV. 
"  Voulons  et  ordonmtesque  tousceux  de 
ladite  religion  pretendue  reform^e  et  au- 
tres  qui  ont  suivi  leur  parti,  quelque  estfit* 
quality  ou  condition  qu'ils  soient,  solent 
tenus  et  contraints  par  toutes  voyes  deues 
et  raisonnables  et  sous  les  peines  contenues 
aux  edicts  sur  ce  faits,  de  payer  et  acr 
quitter  les  dixmes  aux  corez  et  autres  ec- 
clesiastiqueset  i  tons  autres  4  quielles  apr 
partienneot  scion  1' usage  et  coustume  des 
Ufiux."       .       - 
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arraDge  the  details  of  the  naeatare  before 
it  ie  recooMnended  to  the  deliberation  of 

'  parliaoMBt.  It  i^  tiuvefiMPe,  that  I  do  not 
thirie*  it  aectitary  or  vaefol  to  rater  here 
JBto  aof  ditenaiioa,  ai  to  what  might  or 
night  not  be  the  proper  lecmritiet  onder 
whioh  any  farther  concetBioa  miffht  be 
viade.  Soch  diacmsion  coold  only  tend 
io  embarraas  and  render  more  difficult  the 
taA  ef  the  execntiTe  govehiment,  jutt  as 
the  preTions  raggestion  and  examination 
ef  the  terms  of  a  treaty  of  peace  in  this 
House,  would  embarrass  the  sabseqoent 
arrangement  of  the  articles  of  that  treaty 
out  ofdoors. 

I  hardly  know  whether  it  be  necessary 
to  say  a  word  npon  the  claim  of  right,  as 
aet  up,  or  sapposed  to  be  set  op,  by  some 
vehement  and   wroogfaeaded   friends  of 

^  the  Catholics,  a  claim  utterly  untenable, 
and  one  which,  lilse  the  question  of  the 
repeal  of  the  Union,  hardly  admito  of 
betnff  made  matter  of  argument  It  is  not 
at  thfa  time  of  day  to  be  made  matter  of 
disputewhether  there  exists  a  paramoont 
right  and  doty  in  the  supreme  power  of  a 
state  to  profide  for  its  own  conservation. 
The  question  isnotwhetber  it  be  competent 
to  parliament  to  defend  the  constitution 
bv  excluding  from  political  office  any 
class  or  description  of  persons  who  could 
not  be  admitted  without  danger ;  the 
point  in  doubt  is  not  whether  parliament 
has  the  right  to  continue  the  disabilities, 
but  whether  or  no,  the  causes  in  which 
they  originated  ha?ing  ceased  to  operate, 
it  might  not  be  expedient  to  strengthen 
the  constitution,  by  admitting  four  millions 
of  men  to  a  participation  of  its  benefits, 
and  to  an  interest  in  iu  security,  rather 
than  to  continue  an  unnecessary  guard 
ageinst  the  shadows  of  past  dangers.  As 
to  the  mode  and  conditions  of  their  ad- 
mission, parliament  is  to  jud  ge.  Let  those 
conditions  be  as  carefblly  contrived  as  the 
wisdom  of  man,  as  the  jealousy  of  esta- 
Wiahment  can  desire.  Whatever-they 
shall  be,  let  parliameia  annex  them  to  the 
boon,  and  then  let  tnose  to  whom  the 
boon  is  offiired>  be  lefl  to  accept  or  reject 
it,  accoaspanied  by  these  conditions. 

B«t  I  do  not  thmk  that  it  is  in  a  Com- 
aittee  of  this  House,  such  as  is  proposed 
to-night,  that  such  a  measOre  can  most  be- 
aefieially  originate.  The  Catholics  them* 
selves  do  not  appear  to  be  of  that  opinion, 
fer  they  have  announced  their  intention  of 
waitiagtiil  the  ejLplration  of  the  restric- 
tions upon  the  Reji^t^  and  of  then  firam- 
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img  and  carrying  up  a  petitiaa  to  Ae 
throne*  In  this  thev  appear  to  me  to  aet 
judiciously.  It  is  by  a  recommendation 
from  the  throne  that^  they  have  received 
nearly  ail  the  bettefiu  that  hav^s  been  coo-  ^ 
fierred  on  them  during  the  course  of  his 
Majesty's  reign;  In  the  delicate  and  com* 
plicated  circumstances  of  a  case  involving 
so  many  interests  and  so  many  prejudicea, 
and  so  much  detail  of  consideration  and 
Arrangement,  the  executive  government  la 
alone  adequate  to  prepare,  and  introduce  a 
measure  calculated  to  answer  the  great 
object  in  view.  A  measure  so  prepared 
would  be  brought  in*tfae  most  convenient 
and  expedient  manner  before  this  House ; 
where,  it  is  obvious  that  questions  req'uir* 
ing  so  much  delicacy  of  management 
cannot  be  advantageousy  discussed  ^in  all 
their  detidL  The  retractation  of  the  offered 
Veto  is  a  sufficient  proof  of  this  proposi- 
tion. The  intention  is  avowed  of  peti- 
tioning the  throne :  how  that  petition  may 
be  received,  no  man  is  authorised  to  con- 
jecture: yet  there  are  not  wanting  grounds 
of  hope  to  the  Catholics,  that  it  may  be 
received  favourably :  in  such  circum- 
stances the  warmest  friend  of  the  measure 
might  have  allowed  time  for  making  the 
experiment,  and  have  refrained  from 
bnngiog  the  matter  before  parliament, 
either  to  intercept  the  coming  grace  of 
the  throne,  or  to  anticipate  a  disappoint* 
ment,  which  I  know  not  what  rignt  we 
have  to  presume. 

No  man  can  be  ignorant  of  the  preju- 
dices existing  in  many  classes  of  the  com- 
munity in  this  country  a^^ainst  the  coa- 
cession  of  the  Catholic  claims.  I  can  en- 
tertain no  doubt  that  these  prejudicea  will 
be  gradually  overcome  by  reflection  and 
reasoning :  because  I  have  the  strongest 
conviction  that  reason  is  on  theside  of^the 
concession ;  and  with  time  in  this  country 
reason  always  makes  iu  way. 

But  nothing  could  tend  more  eflbctually 
to  soften  these  prejudices  than  tosee  thi^ 
question  in  the  hands  of  the  executive  go- 
vernment, and  as  it  is  one  which,  in  the 
present  state  of  thA  world,  canimt  be  put 
altogether  aside,  I  do  most  earnestly  hope 
that  those  to  whom  the  conduct  of  the  ex- 
ecutive government  may  be  committed, 
be  their  mdividosl  bias  what  it  ma^,  will 
feel  it  a  duty  to  look  at  this  question  ia 
all  its  deUil  and  in  all  its  bearings,  but  lo 
look  stt  it  in  all  ito  magnitude  also,  and 
forthwith  to  set  about  the  digesting  such  m 
plan  as  may  bring  it  into  a  practical  sbi^pe 
w  equitaUe  and  finni  oowideratioii. 
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The  obatacle  which  existed  to  stich  a 
consideratioa  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
Ineot,  and  which  I  am  not  ashamed  to  say 
I  respected,  and  wonld  have  continued  to 
respect,  so  long  as  it  existed  in  full  force, 
mnd  which  I  think  the  Catholics  them- 
selves ou§ht  to  have  respected,  in  grati- 
tude for  former  benefits,  in  consideratiod 
pf  the  age,  the  sufferings,  and  the  virtues 
of  the  venerable  and  illustrious  personage 
to  whom  I  allude,  and  in  deference  to  those 
conscieatious  scruples,  which  the  Catho- 
lies,  claiming  for  themselves  full  liberty 
of  conscience,  are  the  more  eminently 
hoxtnd  to  respect  in  others,«--that  obstacle, 
I'say^being  now  unhappily  no  longer  in 
the  way,  the  government  (in  whatever 
bands  it  may  be  settled)  has,  in  my  opi- 
nion,  no  longer  any  ground  or  any  excuse 
for  leaving  &I9  great  question  loose,  to  be 
agitated  attheauggestion  of  whoever  may 
think  fit  to  make  a  motion  upon  it.  They 
ought  to  take  it  into  their  own  hands.  It 
is,  if  ever  there  was  one,  a  question  of  vital 
interest  to  the  safety  of  the  empire. 

That  this  opportunity  may  be  aflR>rded 
to  the  executive  government,  I  would  say 
to  the  Catholics,  "  do  not  press  your  claims 
at  the  presci^t  moment;''  and  with  the 
same  view,  I  s^puld  have  most  earnestly 
wished  that  my  noble  friend's  motion  had 
Bot  been  this  night  brought  forward.  I 
know  how  little  I  am  courting  popularity 
by  these  declarations.  I  make  no  profos- 
aioiis  of  exclusive  partiality.  I  wish  well 
to  the  Catholics,  as  a  part  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  empire.  I  wish  the  question 
at  rest,  not  in  the  way  of  victory,  bot  of 
conciliation;  not  by  a  forcible  constraint 
upon  the  honest  prejudices  of  Protestants, 
but  by  the  removal  of  them :  and  to  that 
removal  I  confidentl  v  look,  if  the  subject 
be  brought  fairlv  before  the  country,  and 
if  the  conduct  of  the  Catholics  themselves 
be  temperate,  prudent,  and  conciliatory. 

I  not  only  do  not  concur  in,  bot  I  really 
do  notr  understand  the  doctrine  whidMny 
right  hon.  and  learned  friend  laid  down  at 
the  conclusion  of  his  speech,  that  the  ad* 
mission  of  the  Catholics  into  the  offices  and 
situations  from  which  they  are  now  ex* 
eluded,  is  absolutely  forbidden  by  the 
constitution.  How  is  this  more  true  now, 
than  it  was  true  in  the  year  l79S,  that  the 
constitution  then  forbade  their  admission 
into  the  privileges  that  were  then  conced- 
ed to  them  ? 

The  constitution  of  this  country  is  not, 
so  far  as  I  have  been  t^^ht  to  understand 
hp  a  code  written  out  fairly  in  one  book, 
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and  struck  out  at  one  heat  like  the  revola* 
tionary  constitutions  of  modem  France* 
The  constitution,  as  established  at  our  re* 
volution,  is  what  the  constitution  wis,  ia 
principle,  before  that  revolution,  with  such 
additional  safeguards,  and  securities  lor 
the  laws  and  liberties  of  the  country,  sib 
the  attacks  wbich  made  that  revolution 
necessary,  and  the  dangers  which  followed 
it,  suggested  and  prescribed.  Our  revo- 
lution was  not  the  erection  of  a  new  frame 
and  theory  of  government,  but  the  vindi* 
cation  and  renovation  of^ancientlaws;  the 
assertion  of  ancient  franchises ;  the  con- 
firmation  of  ancient  ^tid  undoubted  privi* 
leges  and  liberties;  establuhed  long  ago, 
aikl  established,  many  of  them  (be  it  re* 
membered,)  by  the  wisdom  and  patriots 
ism  of  our  Catholic  ancestors. 

Nor  is  it  at  all  more  true,  that  many  of 
the  most  disgraceful  exclusiops,  and  most 
goading  and  penal  provisions  against  th^ 
Catholics,  were  in  fact  the  work  of  the 
revolution,  or  even  contemporary  with  it. 
Reign  after  reign,  from  the  revolution  to 
the  accession  of  his  present  Majesty, 
teemed  with  more  and  more  severe  enact* 
ments  for  keeping  down  the  Catholics  in 
Lreland.  Of  these  enactments,  many  have 
been  in  the  course  of  his  Majesty's*  bene- 
ficent reign  repealed.  How  is  it  then, 
that  what  remains  of  them  is  fisndamental 
to  the  constitution  ?  Is  it  on  account  of 
the  date  of  their  enactment  ?  Show  that 
they  are  all  of  the  date  of  the  revolution 
Or  it  is  on  account  of  the  date  at  which 
their  repeal  is  proposed  ? 

This  then  is  an  objection  which  applies 
universally  to  the.whole  Catholic  code,  as 
it  stood  before  the  relaxation  began,  if  it 
applies  at  all.  And  who  is  the  man  boM 
enough  to  say,  that  the  Catholic  code«  as 
it  stood  fif^y  years  ago,  was  an  essential 
and  fundamental  part  of  the  British  con^ 
stitntion  ^ 

I  cannot  think.  Sir,  that  the  British  con- 
stitution is  of  this  close,  narrow,  and  ex* 
elusive  character.  Much  rather  would  I 
describe  it  as  of  a  capacity  to  admit  and 
embrace  all  those  who,  born  in  the  British 
islands,  prove  themselves  sensible  and 
worthy  of  iu  blessings;  as  inviting  all  the 
sons  of  the  soil,  whether  of  Great  Britain 
or  Ireland,  into  the  shelter  of  its  protect- 
ing arms : 

PaudentenKine  sinus,  et  tota  veste  vooantem 

CsBmleum  in  gremium. 

This  is  the  result  to  which  I  fondly  look. 
Were  the  present  motion  calculated  to 
hasten  that  result,  it^ould  have  my  hearty 
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concarrence.  Btit  tbmking  it,  fot  tbe  raa* 
•out  which  I  hare  stated,  mocfa  rather  cal* 
colated.to  defer  any  sach  result*  by  rohi- 
iag  the  great  question  to  which  ii  io  part 
fefers,  with  circomstaiices  of  temporary 
tad  I  hope  transieflt  irrttatioD,  I  most  gi?e 
my  Toke  againit  it. 

Sir  J.  NickoU,  in  explanatioD»  disavowed 
aoy  wish  to  re*enact  the  restrictions  from 
which  the  Catholics  had  already  been  re- 
lieved.  So  fieir  was  he  from  entertaining 
any  disposition  of  that  natiire,  that,  were 
such  a  proposition  made*  it  wonid  meet 
with  his  decided  opposition.  Nor  had 
he*  as  represented  by  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman* intimated  any  conriction  that  the 
exclusion  of  the  Catholics  should  be  per- 
petmd  ^  and  he  really  thoueht  that*  in  his 
original  speech*  he  had  snmciently  guard* 
ad  hrmaelf  from  such  a  misconception. 

Mr.  CoaaJNg*  in  explanation*  admitted 
that  the  right  hon.  and  learned  gentlenum 
bad*  with  respect  to  the  first  subject*  suffi- 
ciently p^asyrided  himself  in  words  from  the 
impuiation  of  being  faronrable  to  the  re- 
enactment  of  the  restrictions  on  the  Ca- 
tholics ;  but  his  arffoment  certainly  tended 
the  other  way.  He  was  happy»  however* 
that  tbe  right  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
bad  an  opportunity  afibrded  him  of  dis- 
tinctly disclaiming  any  such  disposition. 
With  respect  to  the  other  point*  he  had 
certainly  misconceived  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  through  tbe  whole  of  his 
apeech ;  for  he  had  decidedly  understood 
him  to  say*  that  in  his  opinion  the  time 
would  never  arrive  for  granting  to  the 
Catholics  a  participation  in  the  righu  of 
their  fellow  subjects. 

Mr.  HutckmBon  said,  he  considered  it 
necessary  to  offer  an  apology  to  the  House 
for  presuming  to  address  them*  after  the 
biilliaut  and  eloquent  speech  of  the  right 
hoik,  ff^ntieman  who  had  just  sat  down. 
Indeed*  he  should  not  have  ventured  to 
address  them  that  evening*  if  he  had  not 
been  particularly  called  upon  to  do  so, 
from  the  pointed  manner  in  which  that 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  thought- proper 
to  allude  to  him.  And  he  thought  on  that 
account  he  was  not  altogether  making  an 
vnreaeonable  request  to  the  House*  when 
be  solicited  a  few  momenU  attention  ^m 
them.  He  was  neither  surprized  at  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman*  nor  at 
his  conclusion.  It  wat  not  the  first  time 
he  had  heard  that  right  hon.-  gentleman 
make  a  most  brilliant  display  of  talents* 
and  conclude  that  display  with  a  deckra^ 
iioQ  of  his  intention  of  giving  such  a 


miserably  bad  vote.  He  declared  he 
knew  no  man  more  distinguished  in  thaa 
waythanthatright  hon.  gentleman;  and 
in  following  him  through  nis  long  speech, 
he  really  did  not  know  whether  he  ought 
most  to  admire  the  brilliancy  of  bis  ta» 
lents*  or  to  lament  the  prostitution  off 
them ;  for  be  could  not  but  call  the  isoa* 
ployment  of  great  talents  in  a  bad  cause^ 
prostitution*--theeniployment  of  those  ta« 
lents  to  produce  baa  and  wicked  imnfea* 
si ons*  (cries  of  Order).  He  oonfessea  that 
one  doctrine  introduced  by  that  right  bon« 
gentleman  was  entirely  new  to  him,  and 
that  was*  that  if  any  member  choae  to  give 
notice  of  a  motion  on  a  question  of  great 
public  importance,  that  that  motion  waa 
not  to  be  argued*  but  was  at  once  to  be 
pronounced  upon.  On  that  question*  how* 
ever*  he  was  not  afraid  of  meeting  him, 
when  it  should  come  to  be  discussed.  But 
with  what  propriety  did  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  take  upon  him  to  be  his  lec<* 
turer  npon  this  occasion  ?  Was  he*  who 
composed  a  part  of  that  administratioa 
who  violated  their  promises  to  the  people 
of  Ireland*  to  stand  up  and  abute  any  gen- 
tleman who  might  presume  to  urge  the 
violation  of  that  solemn  compact?  Cer« 
tainly  it  suited  him*  of  all  men*  the  least, 
to  come  forward  and  arraign  any  member 
for  his  presuming  to  state  to  the  House 
that  the  solemn-  compact  of  the  union  had 
been  violated.  So  far  firom  courting  the 
approbation  of  tbe  right  hon.  gentleriran* 
in  any  measure  he  might  think  proper  to 
bring  before  the  House,  he  should  reaHjr 
think  he  had  not  discharged  his  duty*  iff 
in  any  case  it  had  met  with  his  decided 
approbation.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
seemed  to  have  seen  the  claims  of  the 
Catholics  in  a  new  light  that  evening ;  for 
in  all  the  debates  on  the  Catholic  que** 
tion  before*  he  had  thought  proper  to  pre* 
serve  an  inviolable  silence.  But  sp  in* 
consistent  was  he*  that  while  he  made  a 
most  brilliant  exertion*  his  vote  laent  to 
negative  his  arffument.  Tbe  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  thooght  proper  to  say*  that 
he  ^uld  give  his  negative  to  the  present 
motion*  b^ause  it  went  to  condemn  the 
Irish  government  Admitting  that  that 
government  had  had  law  on  t^ir  side*  he 
would  say*  that  they  had  taken  tbe  BMMt 
eflfeetnal  means  of  inflaming  and  disa£fect* 
ring  the  Irish  people.  But  he  had  heard 
from  the  first  law  authorities  in  this  eoon* 
try*  that  the  government  had  really  acted 
quite  contrary  to  the  law.  The  system  off 
sending  delegates  was  tbe  natural  ooiMe* 
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^dceofwhat  bad  been  to  often  tlated 
in  perlkunent,  namely,  tbat  tboae  friends 
to  the  Catbolics  who  broaght  forward  their 
petition,  did  not  speak  the  sense  of  the 
Catholic  body.  But  from  the  late  power- 
fbl  and  strong  expressions  of  the  senti- 
BMnts  of  the  ^holies,  it  would  be  found 
that  they  had  been  speaking  not  the  senti- 
m^B^  Of  a  faction,  but  oCtbe  Irish  people 
in  srenera]«— the  expression  of  united  Ua» 
thdic  feeling.  It  appeared,  howe?er,  that 
the  ffovemment  of  Ireland  were  deter- 
nuaed  to  stiHe  that  expression  of  feeling. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  thooght 
proper  to  allude,  to  him,  as  representing  in 
a  peculiar  manner  the  Catholics.  He 
wished  to  inform  him  that  he  had  ne?er 
arrogated  to  himself  any  sodi  distinction, 
and  that  he  was  the  represenutive  of  as 
respectable  a  Protestant  constituency  as 
any  in  Ireland ;  but  he  wished  him  not  to 
thiK  that  when  he  tfaid  this  be  was  asham- 
ed 6f  representing  the  Catholics.  He 
would  tell  him  that  it  was  his  pride  and 
his  boast  that  he  had  the  confidence  of  the 
Catholics.  He  would  not  at  present  enter 
into  the  particulars  of  the  Catholic  claims, 
h«^ever  impressed  he  was  with  the  jus- 
tice of  those  claims,  and  that  there  could 
be  no  safety  to  the  state  till  the  Catbolics 
received  unqualified  admission  into  the 
oonstitotion.  He  differed  from  the  richt 
huL  gentleman  with  regard  to  his  oba- 
meter  of  the  Irish  peasantry ;  for*  he 
contended  that  a  more  learned,  enlighten- 
ed, and  liberal  peasantry  did  not  exist  than 
those  of  that  country,  and  this  assertion  of 
his  with  respect  to  them,  proted  only, 
that  he,  who  claimed  a  connection  with 
that  country,  was,  like  many  others  of  his 
countrymen,  but  very  ill-informed  with  the 
state  of  it.  He  would  conclude  by  saying, 
that  the  ministry,  by  their  infernal  machi- 
nations, had  been  the  means  of  caosio^  the 
Prince  en  the  throne  to  be  generally  re- 
probated,  and  of  lowering  him  in  the  love 
of  his  subjects,  and  in  so  far  might  be  said 
to  have  been  guilty  of  the  most  diabolical 
Bsachinations.  He  adfised  them  to  be« 
ware  of  continuing  such  measures  as  might 
inflame  men  to  seek  in  desperation  for  a 
reparation  of  their  injuries  m  revolution ; 
lor  in  the  hour  of  revolution,  every  wise, 
honest,  and  conscientious  man  would 
tremble,  and  every  wicked  man  rejoice. 
I^od  forbid,  however,  that  they  should  ever 
live  to  see  such  times ! 

Mr.  Feel  thought.there  was  little  of  con- 
eiltation  either  in  the  motion  of  the  noble 
lofd^  or  the  ^oeeh  of  the  Imhi.  gentleman 


who  had  jost  sat  down.  The  motion  em- 
braced two  objects  i  namely,  to  canvass 
tbecondoctof  the  Irish  government,  and  the 
claims  of  the  Catholics.  The  first  of  these 
he  was  of  opinion  could  not  be  entertained 
without  its  being  shewn  that  some  ofllence 
had  been  committed  ;  and  with  regard  to 
the  second  he  agreed  with  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Canning)  that  the  prefer^ 
able  and  most  e|[pedient  mode  of  proce- 
dure would  be,  that  which  the  Catholics 
had  chalked  out  for  themselves,  a  Petition 
to  the  crown.  With  regard  to  the  vote 
M%  night,  it  was  impossible  to  come  to  it 
without  having  reference  to  what  had  passed 
among  the  Catholics  during  the  last  six 
months.  Before  the  House  consented  to 
grant  their  claims,  they  ought  to  see  in 
what  manner  they  were  likely  to  exercise 
their  power  when  acquired.  Then  what 
necessity  could  be  shewn  for  a  meeting  to 
such  an  extent  as  the  Catholics  had  pro^ 
jected  ?  Was  their  Petition  so  new  a 
subject  as  to  require  such  nonibers? 
Were  their  g^evances  so  hidden  in  the 
earth,  or  the  redress  they  sought  so  com- 
plicated, as  to  need  such  an  assemblage 
of  peers  and  peers'  sons  to  make  them 
out  ?  But,  saia  the  hon.  gentleman,  they 
did  this  to  shew  that  they  spoke  the  gene- 
ral sense  of  the  Catholic  body.  Did  par- 
liament ever  doubt  this  ?  Certainly  not. 
They  doubted,  to  a  certain  degree,  that 
the  number  of  Csitholic  soldiers  or  sailors 
would  be  enhanced  by  the  door  bein^ 
opened  to  a  few  peers ;  but  they  never  could 
doubt  that  every  Catholic  would  be  ready 
to  sign  a  Petition  clsdmiog  political  power 
to  that  body.  Were  the  House,  then,  pre- 
pared to  say,  that  the  Irish  government 
was  wrong  in  resisting  this  act,  and  that 
the  Catholics  were  right  in  resorting  to 
these  illegal  means  of  enforcing  their, 
claims  ?  And  this  most  be  the  consequence 
of  agreeing  to  the  proposed  motion.  la 
his  opinion,  the  greatest  friends  of  tho 
Catholics,  even  those  who  thooght  them 
entitled  to  unqualified  emancipation,  as 
well  as  those  who  thought  conditional 
security  necessary,  must  vote  against  the 
motion.  Indeed  it  was  strange  that  the 
noble  lord  should  have  risked  the  support 
of  so  many  of  their  friends.— The  hon.^ 
gentleman  w^nt  on  to  argue,  firom  lord 
GrenviUe's  Letter,  that  that  noble  lord 
and  his  friends  must  give  it  their  negative  : 
fi>r  that  noble  lord  had  insisted  on  the  ne- 
cessity of  maintaining  the  church  invio- 
lable, and  bad  even  opposed  the  presenta- 
tion of  a  petition,  praying  for  the  appoints 
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ment  of  a  Committer,  &«  bow  proposedi 
on  the  ground  of  the  indupotition  Qf  govern- 
ment, and  of  the  difficulties  arising  out  of 
the  Veto.  Although  he  would  not  accuse 
that  noble  lord  of  a  pertinacious  adjierence 
to  his  opinions  for  years^  vet  he  could  not 
believe  that  twenty  months  could  create 
such  an  alteration  as  to  induce  him  now  to 
TOte  for  such  a  Committee.  What  was  the 
real  state  of  the  question  ^  The  lavr  lajd 
djown  certain  securities  for  the  Protestant 
interests,  with  which  the  Catholics  were 
dissatisfied,  and  called,  for  a  concession  of 
the  whole,  accusing  the^  Protestants  of 
throwing  trifling  obstacles  in  their  way  ; 
while,  on  their  own  part,  they  would  not 
concede  even  the  very  little  they  had  in 
their  power  They,  on  his  sicfe,  were 
accused  of  intelf  ranee  ;  and  when  they 
referred,  to  shew  the  contrary,  to  the  con- 
cessions made  in  1778. 17b2,and  1793,  the 
Catholic  advocates  turned  upon  them,  and 
laid,  **  For  these  very  rentons  yoa  are 
bound  to  grant  us  more/'  But  would  they 
tell  them  where  they  were  to  stop,  and 
not  ask  to  be  admitted  to  power  without 
those  oath.s  which  were  deemed  necessary 
to  bind  every  other  description  of  the  sub- 
ject ?  It  was  8aid«  you  have  given  them 
the  reality  of  power  in  the  elect  ive  fran- 
-Chise,  &c.  and  why  do  you  refuse  them 
the  semblance  ?  To  this  he  would  reply, 
that  it  never  was  foreseen  by  those  who 
framed  these  measures,  that  such  an  argu- 
ment could  have  been  raised  upon  them  ; 
and  that  instead  of  being  satisfied  with 
the  boons  for  their  own  value,  they  should 
only  be  considered  as  the  grounds  for 
further  claims  and  more  extended  preten- 
sions. He  would  mention  one  point  more 
relative  to  religious  prejudices.  Jt  had 
been  charged  to  gentlemen  .on  bis  side  of 
the  House,  that  they  had  raised  the  cry  of 
No  Popery  ;  and  a  most  serious  charge  it 
was,  although  altogether  unsupported. 
Bui  he  would  ask,  on  the  other  hand,  whe- 
ther or  no  pains  had  not  been  taken  to  in- 
flame the  passions  of  Catholics  ?  And  whe- 
ther Liberty  of  Conscience  had  not  been 
made  the  watch' word  of  a  party  ?  In  giving 
his  vote,  however,  on  the  present  occasion, 
he  would  by  means  pledge  himself  with 
regard  to  the  Catholic  question,  but  merely 
give  his  negative  to  a  motion  which,  in 
the  present  instance,  was  at  least  unneces* 
tary. 

Lord  Gtorge  GrenmUe  said ,  that  in  gi  v  ing 
bis  most  hearty  consent  to  every  principle 
to  eloquently  illustrated,  and  to  every  ar- 
gument io  ably  enforced,  in  Uie  speech  of 


the  noble  mover,  he  cocdd  not  but  expreie 
hb  sincere  joy  at  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  question  itself  was  brought  for- 
ward. He  rejoiced  at  seeing  a  proposition 
laid  before  that  House,  which  woura  again 
bring  under  its  contemplation,  and  that  of ' 
the  country,  a  subject,  which  he  was  sore 
the  ofieiier  it  was  discussed  would  be  the 
nearer  its  attainment.  I  am  convinced, 
said  the  noble  lord,  that,  by  the  inter- 
course being  uninterruptedly  maintained 
between  the  Irish  Catholics  and  this. 
House,  it  will  establi^sh  a  mutual  confidence 
between  them,  it  will  give  additional 
weight  to  their  claims,  and  it  will  give  the 
surest  earnest  to  the  country  of  their  inten* 
tion,  to  pursue,  firmly,  moderately  and  le- 
gitimately, the  great  object  they  have  in 
view.  And  this  effect  seems  already  in 
part  to  be  produced.  A  right  hon*  and 
learned  gentleman  (Sir  John  Nicholl)  who 
spoke  early  in  the  debate,  seemed  to  take 
for  granted  a  conviction  on  the  part  of 
the  people  of  the  impossibility  of  the  Ca* 
tholic  claims  ever  being  granted,  and  re<« 
ferred  as  a  proof  of  his  assertion  to  the 
absence  <>f  all  Anti-catholic  Addresses 
from  your  table*  I  will  inform  that  right 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  that  he  will 
not  have  the  uak^ness  of  that  table  long 
to  complain  of.  It  is  at  this  moment,  I 
believe,  matter  of  notoriety  that  petitione 
in  favour  of  the  admission  of  the  Catholics 
to  a  participation  of  rights  with  them* 
selves,  is  even  now,  every  houri  and  ever^f 
where  in  Ireland,  receiving  the  si'gnatnree 
of  incalculable  numbers  of  the  Protes* 
tant  population  of  that  country,  clergy,  as 
weH  as  gentry  and  freeholders,  (Hear! 
hear  I) 

1  rejoice  at  this  period  being  fixed  for 
the  discossion  of  such  a  question.  First, 
because  the  Irish  Catholic  will  see  that, 
from  the  new  shape  the  question  has  as* 
sumed,  the  united  parliament  is  disposed 
to  watch  with  tenderness  and  anxiety  over 
his  interests,  without  being  as  it  were 
forced  to  the  discussion  of  tl^m  by  a  peti« 
tion  being  brought  up  to  your  table ;  and, 
secondly,  because  that ,  circumstances  of 
time,  circumstances'  of  event,  but  above 
all,  because  the  conduct  of  the  Irish  gn* 
vernment  iuelf  have  now  rendered  the  in* 
terference  of  parliament  imperatively  ne« 
cessary^  And  what  has  the  conduct  of 
the  Irish  government  been?  It  saw  a 
spirit,  and  I  should  be  tempted  to  say  a. 
most  noble  and  praise  worthy  spirit,  spread- 
ing itself  throughout  Catholic  Ireland;  a 
spifitr  howeveri  which  they  coneeived^  or*' 
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mffected  to  conoetTe,  dabgeroos  to  our  ei- 
tablishmeDt  in  thai  country;  both  of  church 
and  cotistitQtioii.  And  how  did  they  at- 
lacn^t  to  subdue  or  to  deitroy  that  spirit  ? 
I  will  not  now  enter  into  any  discussion 
upon  what  I  should  be  tempted  to  desig- 
nate as  at  least,  that  very  questionable  in- 
strument in  the  hands  of  government,  the 
Cmivention  Act.  I  will  not  ask,  whether 
at  its  enactment  it  were  capable  of  those 
objects  for  which  it  was  enacted,  nor  still 
more,  whether  it  were  now  capable  of 
those  objects  for  which  it  has  been  re?ifed, 
and  to  which  it  has  been  applied.  But 
eertahi  I  am,  that  for  enforcing  its  power, 
and  bringing  it  into  action,  the  Irish  go- 
vernment has  placed  its  enforcement  in 
the  hands  of  the  one  person  who,  offi- 
cially, was,  of  all  men  in  Ireland,  the  most 
improper  for  it.  I  mean  the  tord  chief 
justice  of  thatr  country.  I  will  hot  ask, 
whether  i»  point  of  fact  the  placing  the 
lord  chief  justice  of  Ireland  in  the  situation, 
and  into  the  functions  of  a  police  magis- 
trate, were  or  were  not  a  degradation  and 
a  misapplying  of  the  high  office  he  holds 
in  that  country ;  but  I  will  say,  that  the 
putting  him  forward  at  such  a  moment, 
as  a  police  magistrate,  was  a  most  absurd 
and  wicked  measure  ;  aware  as  the  Irish 
jjoTemment  must  have  been,  that  the 
Catholic,  resolved  as  ^he  was  to  perse- 
vere in  the  object  of  assembling  to  pre- 
pare a  petition  to  parliament,  would 
have  rested  the  legality  or  illegality  of 
such  meetings  upon  tbedecision  of  a  jury, 
it  was  thought  fit  to  place  the  lord  chief 
justice  in  the  public  predicament  of  being 
brought  forward,  as  a  delinquent,  into  his 
own  court,  at  which  he  ought  to  preside, 
but  upon  whose  bench,  under  such  circnm- 
fiances,  he,  of  course,  could  not  even  have 
Mended. 

And  what  has,  on  the  other  hand,  been 
the^  demeanour  of  the  Irish  Catholics  ? 
And  I  will  say  that,  looking  at  the  conduct 
of  the  Irish  Catholic  from  the  first  period 
of  the  annunciation  of  the  intended  en- 
Anrceihent  of  the  Convention  act,  which  I 
JIate  from  the  period  of  the  Irish  Secre- 
tary's letter,  down  to  this  moment,  I  can- 
not but  contemplate  it  as  having  been 
suoh  as  would  have  ennobled  the  brightest 
page  of  the  political  history  of  our 
country.  We  have  seen  him  standing 
forward,  strong  in  the  convictioA  of  his 
power,  and,  I  should  say,  strong  too, 
in  the  justice  of  his  cause,  against  the 

Gtulanc^  of  a  government,  whose  vio- 
kco  seems  to  have  kept  pace  With  iu 
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impoiency.  We  have  seei^  him,  with  the 
law  in  his  right  hand,  the  firm  assertor  of 
a  religioui  which  he  believes  to  be  the 
right  one*  which  he  knows  to  be  the  op* 
pressed  one,  resting  his  cause  upon  what 
he  conceived  its  own  intrfnsic  claims  to 
respect,  and  entrusting  his  own  fate  tojus* 
tice  and  to  his  country.  "  Methinks,'^ 
says  Milton  in  an  address  to  parliament  on 
the  subject  of  unlicenced  printing,  some 
time  ago  quoted  upon  a  different  subject 
by  a  noble  lord  now  in  the  other  House, 
'^  Methinks  I  see  a  great  and  puissant  na* 
'*  tion  rousing  herself  like  a  strong  man 
**  from  her  sleep,  and  shaking  her  invin* 
**  cible  locks.  Methinks  I  see  her  purs* 
''  ing  and  unsealing  her  long  abused  sight 
''  at  the  fountain  itself  of  heavenly  ra«  . 
«<diance.  Whilst  the  whple  noise  of  ti« 
'*  moroos  and  flocking  birds,  and  of  those^ 
"  too,  who  love  the  twilight,  flutter  about, 
"  amazed  at  what  she  means,  and,  in  their 
"  envious  gabble,  would  pVognosticate  a 
"  year  of  sects  and  schisms.''  (Hear ! 
hear  !) 

Such,  Sir,  and  in  such  power,  do  we 
now  see  the  whole  Irish  nation  arising 
from  slumber.  We  now,  indeed,  sea  the 
irish  Protestant  clearing  from  his  long 
abused  sight  the  films  of  prejudice  which 
long  overhung  it,  and  standing  forward,  at 
once  the  champion  and,  the  advocate  of 
his  Catholic  fellow-subjects.  Why,  Sir, 
to  the  Irish  Roman  Catholic,  in  such  a 
cause;  success  would  indeed  be  joy,  while 
failure  cannot  be  disgrace.  Failure  can* 
not  be  disgrace,  because  he  will  have 
looked  round  him,  and  will  have  seen. 
much  of  the  talent,  much  of  the  integrity, 
and  much  of  the  real  political  influence  of 
his  Protestant  brethren  at  onee  the  patrons 
of  his  hopes,  the  champions  of  his  cause; 
and  the  partners  of  his  defeat.  And  is 
this  the  bond  which  the  irish  government 
has  ever  believed  that  it  can  either  dis* 
unite  or  destroy  ?  And  how  ?  By  the 
revival  of  a  long  dormant  and  originally 
questionable  act,  and  by  the  publishing  a 
circular  letter  firom  Mrl  Pole  to  the  chief 
magistrates  of  the  country  !  Why,  it  is 
indeed  a  giant  whose  arms  you  have  bound 
with  this  thread-^-a  thread,  which  may  in-» 
deed  gad  and  irritate  him,  but  which  can- 
not coerce  his  strength  for  one  moment, 
after  he  himself  shall  have  chosen  to  exert 
it. — ^The  Irish  government  is  now  contend- 
ing, not  with  the  IHsh  Catholics,  but  with 
the  Irish  people ;  she  is  no  longer  raisin^f 
her  standard  a j^ainst  a  sect,  but  agiinst  a 
nation ! 
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It  it  a  prioctplo  on  which  I  beUefc  I 
ihall  icarcely  be  contradicted,  that,  beibre 
we  can  make  it  op  to  our  own  mindi  to 
opprttt,  <Mr  eren  to  tofpect,  any  man,  or 
body  of  men  wbatcTer,  weooftht  at  leait 
to  atk  ourselyes  whether  we  do  it  under 
any  apprehension  of  immediate  and  great 
evil,  or  whether  we  hare  any  hope  of 
good  resulting  from  such  a  system.  And 
kt  me  ask  the  right  hon.  gentlemen  oppo- 
site, his  Majesty's  ministers,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  what  possible  apprehensioo,  or 
with  the  hope  of  what  possible  advantage 
do  they  still  pertinaciously  adhere  to  a 
system  which  has  long  been  the  charac- 
teristic disgrace  of  what  has  h^ea  called 
their  government  ? 

The  riffht  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
(sir  John  Nicholl)  in  his  speech  seemed  to 
apprehend  much  danger  from  what  he 
termed  the  introduction  of  Catholic  ambi- 
tion into  this  House.  Why,  Sir,  is  that 
right  hout  and  learned  gentleman  not 
aware  that  there  exist  other  dissentients 
from  the  established  church  besides  Ro- 
man Catholics  ?—^ay,  is  he  not  aware 
that  he  is,  at  this  moment,  surrounded  by 
dissentient  members  in  every  part  of  the 
House  ? — ^And  does  he  really  go  so  far  as 
to  say,  that  he  has  detected  bis  dissenting 
friends  in  the  habit  of  making,  at  he  terms 
it,  religion  a  stepping  stone  to  power,  of 
substituting  polemical  controversy,  for 
parliamentary  discussion  ?  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  seemed  again  to  rest 
much  of  his  apprehension  upon  this  qoesr 
tion;  *'  Is  the  Catholic  religion  changed 
since  the  period  when  the  penal  statutes 
against  it  were  enacted  V  As  a  political 
profession.  Sir,  Popery  is  roost  materially 
changed.  'We  have  heard  much  of  the 
canon  of  the  Council  of  Later  an,  which 
gives  the  Papist  a  power  of  departing 
from  his  oath  when  pledsed  to  a  heretic 
I)oes  the  right  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man then,  in  the  teeth  of  the  written  and 
specific  disavowal  of  six  Roman  Catholic 
Universities,  still  believe  that  the  Roman 
Catholic  adheres  to  a  profligate  canon, 
which  every  Catholic  from  one  end  of  Eu- 
rope to  the  other  has  repeatedly,  through 
every  organ  of  his  faith,  denied,  and 
which  he  revolu  from,  and  laughs  to  scorn, 
as  much  as  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  himself  can.  If  he  really  and 
sincerely  believes  in  this  cause  of  appre- 
hension, the  right  hon.  gentleman  may 


take  up  every  oath  f)rom  your  table,  and 
burn  them  one  after  the  other,  for  they 
are  no  longer  any  safeguard  against  the 


eocroachmenU  of  Popery.  If  sodi  a 
position  be  true,  the  Ronlan  Catholic  may 
at  any  moment  walk  into  this  House, 
swear  to  every  one  of  them,  take  his  seat, 
and  vote  in  the  united  parliament;  if 
false,  on  what  rests  our  alarm  ?  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  again  testinea 
much  apprehension  at  what  he  tems  the 
physical  force  of  four  millions  of  Irish 
papists:  why.  Sir,  if  you  are  afraid  of 
them,  you  have  either  done  too  much,  oa 
too  little.  You  have  given  them  arms- 
nay  you  have  forced  them  to  Uke  arms— 
if  you  found  the  Irish  Roman  Catholic 
peasant  poaching  on  your  manor,  you  sent 
him  to  man  your  fleets^f  you  found  the 
Irish  peasant  at  his  plough,  you  ballotted 
him  mto  the  militia:  yon  have,  then»' 
given  him  arms;— -you  have  forced  him  to 
take  arms.  And  I  will  say,  you  have  seen 
him  use  those  arms,  and  bravely  too,  in 
your  defence.  You  saw  him,  in  the  88th 
regiment,  entirely  composed  of  Insb  C^ 
t^olics,  driving  the  French  at  the  bayonet's 
point  from  the  heighu  of  Bosaoo.  Yon 
saw  him  again,  in  the  87th  regiment* 
equally  composed  of  Irish  Catholic^  tear- 
ing  the  French  eagle  from  iu  staff  on  the 
plains  of  Barrosa,  and  it  is  but  the  other 
day,  that  you  saw  the  same  87th  defend- 
ing against  a  superior  French  force  the 
hitherto  considered  untenable  town  of 
Tariffii,  and  prepared  to  defend  tbn* 
breach  with  a  '<  living  wall  of  men.''  You 
have,  then,  given  him  arms;  you  have 
taught  him  to  use  them ;  you  have  seen 
him  use  them ;  but  you  have  not  given 
him  the  first  incentive  to  a  soldier's  ambi- 
tion, the  hope  of  promotion  for  brave  amd 
honourable  exertion  in  the  duties  of  his 
profettion. 

We  have  beard  much,  both  in  tbia 
House  and  out  of  it^  of  a  fear  that  the 
number  of  <ionversions  to  our  faith  would 
be  much  diminished,  if  the  Catholic  reli- 
gion were  admitted  to  the  same  civil  rights 
with  it.  To  answer  this  argument,  wo 
need,  I  think,  only  refer  it  to  our  own  feel- 
ings, and  I  confess  that,  referring  it  to  my 
feelioffs,  I  should  be  tempted  to  say  tha^ 
were  I  die  representative  of  an  old  Roman 
Catholic  family,  disgusted,  perhaps,  with 
many  of  the  ceremonial  follief  of  my  own 
faith,  and  unattached  to  any  oneof  ita 
polemical  doctrines,  no  inducement  under, 
heaven  should  operate  with  me  to  make 
me  desert  the  Religion  of  my  forefietthera!^ 
so  long  as  it  laboured  under  civil  iocapa^ 
cities,  no  inducement  should,  make  mo 
placemyself  before  the  gaserfmy  country* 
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men  as  an  object  for  the  finger  of  scorn  and 
malice  to  point  at,  for  the  whisper  of  sas- 
picion  to  sav  to^  '^  Yon  are  the  man  who. 
It  is  possible,  may  have  abandoned  yonr 
religion  for  yoar  interest,  who  may  have 
deserted  your  God  for  political  influence/' 
Good  God,  Sir,  it  is  making  our  Fro- 
testant  religion  a  stigma  of  disgrace  to  its 

I>roselytes;  it  is  rendering  those  prose- 
ytes  themseWes  objects  of  suspicion  both 
to  the  Catholics  whose  faith  they  have 
abandoned,  and  to  the  Protestants,  whose 
faith  they  have  embraced. 

Then  to  what  is  it  that  wo  are  to  still 
refer  the  principle  of  exclusion  which  we 
tee  acted  upon  by  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
men  opposite  ?  I)o  they  believe  the  Irish 
Catholic  to  be  disaffected  to  our  con» 
ttitution  }  No.  Bo  they  believe  him  to 
be  disaffected  to  our  government  ?  Yes. 
And  I  do  not  conceive  myself  at  ail  bound 
to  apologise  to  the  Irish  Papist  for  so  de- 
,  signating  him.  I  do  believe  him  to  be 
very  much  disaffected  to  the  English  go- 
Temment :  and  that,  on  the  best  and  purast 
principle  of  human  nature ;  the  principle, 
namely,  that  renders  him  disgusted  at  sus- 
picion and  indignant  at  restraint. 

I  feel,  perhaps,  that  I  ought  to  apolo- 
gise 10  the  House  for  having  consumed 
any  part  of  its  time  in  endeavouring  to 
illustrate  points  and  to  enforce  arguments, 
which,  I  do  believe,  have  long  ago  been 
strongly  seen  and  felt  by  almost  every 
centleman  that  now  Ijears  me.  But,  be- 
fore I  sit  down,  let  me  implore  the  right 
hon.  gentlemen  opposite  to  me,  as  they 
Talue  their  own  characters,  or  their  coun- 
try's safety,  to  consider  well  and  deeply 
the  crisis  which  is  now  fast  approachmg 
«pon  them.  A  crisis  which  it  will  be 
nettner  in  their  power  to  avert  nor  to 
delay*  A  crisis  at  which  perhaps,  (what 
may  God  forbid!)  those  claims  which 
have  hitherto  come  before  you  as  petitions 
may  assume  the  shape  of  demands,  and  of 
formidable  ones.  At  which  the  Irish  Ca- 
tholic may  no  longer  approach  you  in  the 
lone  of  humble  and  chastened  remon- 
strance, but  in  the  tone  and  attitude  of 
menace  and  defiance. 
'  And  let  me  implore  those  right  hon. 
gentlemen  to  consider  well  and  deeply, 
•t  siich  a  crisis,  the  advice  which  it  will 
tbmi  be  their  duty  to  give  to  the  Prince 
Segent  An  advice,  on  which  will,  I  am 
convinced,  depend  this  alternative.  Whe- 
ther by  the  adoption  of  at  once  a  magna- 
BimofiB,  an  enlightened,  and  an  bonest 
policy y  ihey  will  enable  him  to  conciliate 


to  himself  for  ever  the  afiections  of  f 
brave,  a  naturally  loyal  and  affectionate 
people,  or  whether,  by  still  counselling 
him  to  an  adherence  to  that  system  whicS 
they  long  recommended  to  his  royal 
father,  they  will  place  him  in  the  predic»> 
ment  I  am  sure  he  will  then  be  placed  in, 
that  of  himself  lighting  the  torch  of  civil 
discord  between  these  countries,  the  plung« 
ing  them  both  in  a  state  of  horrul  and 
hopeless  civil  war,  that  of  being  obliged 
to  hoist'  his  standard  at  the  head  of  eleven 
millions  of  his  subjects,  and  lead  them 
forth  to  political,  if  not  to  actual  contest* 
against  the  remaining  five.  (Hear !  hfar!) 

Mr.  Herbert,  of  Kerry,  agreed  in  every 
thing  which  had  fallen  from  the  right  hon. 
genUeman  on  the  floor  (Mr.  Canning), 
and  felt  as  edthusiastio  as  himself  in  the 
cause  of  the  Roman  Catholics.  He  could 
not  pretend  to  add  any  thing  to  the  speecl| 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  and  merely 
meant  to  state,  that  the  right  of  petitiehinf^ 
had  not  been  infringed,  and  that  ihe  Irish 
government  had  done  every  thing  in  their 
power  to  avoid  coming  to  extremities 
with  the  Irish  Catholics.  For  this  reason 
he  wished  the  House  to  go  into  the  Com^ 
mittee. 

Sir  Arthwr  Pigott  wished  to  know  when 
it  was  supposed  the  time  would  arrive  that 
might  be  proper  for  mntinff  the  claims 
of  the  Catholics  I  His  right  hon.  and 
learned  friend  (Sir  J.  Nicholl)  had  said 
that  when  the  Irish  people  were  educated, 
when  they  were  conducted  from  ignorance 
to  knowledge,  and  from  turbulence  toorder, 
that  would  be  the  period  for  taking  the 
subject  into  consideration.  For  his  part, 
as  he  did  not  pretefid  to  dive  into  futurity, 
he  could  not  be  supposed  to  know  e^otly 
when  that  time  might  come ;  but  really 
he  had  no  very  great  hope  that  he  should 
ever  live  to  see  the  period  when,  accord* 
ing  to  the  ideas  of  his  right  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  it  might  be  advisable  to 
take  the  claims  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
into  consideration.  Hie  ri^ht  hon.  gen* 
tleman  who  followed  his  right  hon.  and 
learned  fnend  in  the  debate,  and  whose 
brilliant  and  animated  speech  no  one 
could  admire  more  than  himself,  had 
urged  the  Catholic  claims  with  ffiant 
strength,  but  after  putting  to  flight  all  the 
arguments  of  the  opponents  of  those 
claims,  and  dispersing  them  like  chaff 
before  the  wind,  the.  right  hon.  gentlemaii 
did  at  last  conclude—^'  Oh,  conclusioii 
most  lame  and  impotent  !"~-that  because' 
his  hoik,  fnend  (Mr.   Hutchinson)  had 
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given  notice  of  a  motioa  on  the  ^object  of 
Uie  Union  in  March  next,  he  could  not 
•nter  into  the  consideration  of  the  state  of 
Irelfind  at  present !— The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  also,  stated  that  when  the  mo* 
tton   before  the  House  was  disposed  of 
—and  there  could  be  little  doubt  of  the 
way  in  which  it  would  be  disposed  of— 
that  then  the  subject  would  be  fit  for  the 
consideration    of  the  executive  govern* 
aient ;   and  that  afterwards,  when  all  pre- 
judices were  subdued  and  when  all  irrita« 
tion  had  subsided,  he  should  think  it  the 
time  to  come  forward  and  give  the  propo- 
sition his  concurrence.    Thus  he  (sir  A. 
P.)  was  left  in  altogether  as  hopeless  a 
situation  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  as 
\)J  his  right  hon.  and  learned  friend ;    for 
he  could  not,  nor  could  any  man  foresee 
the  period  of  that  golden  age  when  preju- 
dices should  totally  disappear  from  the 
earth. — ^In  a  question  so  important  to  the 
vital  interests  of  the  country  he  should 
have  concluded   that  no  time  ought  to. 
he  lost,  and  that  no  compliance  with  the 
wishes  of  any  court — no  supposed  conside- 
ration of  wliat  might  be  agreeable  to  this 
•  or  to  that  quarter—would  be  allowed  to 
have  weight  with  parliament.     He  thought 
it  was  their  doty  fully  to  enquire  into  the 
present  alarming  state  of  Ireland,  and  into 
the  nature  and  consequences  of  the  mea- 
sures of  his  Majesty's  government  there, 
which  in  his  opinion  required  much  expla- 
nation   and  justification.      It  was  with 
freat  satisiaction  that  he  saw  the  right 
on^  gentleman  who  was  minister  for  Ire- 
land, and  must  therefore  be  supposed  ta 
have  originated  and  conducted  those  mea- 
sore8»  in  his  place ;    for  it  was  that  right 
hon.  gentleman's  duty  to  explain  the  way 
in  which  Ireland  had  been  driven  from  the 
quiet  situation  in  which  it  was  before  the 
enterprises  of  the  Irish  government,  into 
its  present  state  of  dangerous  agitation. — 
If  his  Majesty's  ministers  would  conde- 
acend  to  name  ^ny  time  at  which  they 
^ottld  be  disposed  to  enter  into  the  ques- 
tion—if they  would  say  in  fifteen  days  for 
isstaoce — he  would  not  object  to  the  de- 
lay (although  he  should  certainly  think 
that  even  that  was  too  great  a  postpone- 
ment of  ^ttch  an  important  consideration) 
but  ihey  would  sav  no  such  thing ;    and 
he  was  persuaded  that  at  the  expiration  of 
any  given  period  his  Majesty's  ministers 
would  be  as  little  disposed  to  consent  to 
the  discussion  of  the  question  as  at  the 
present  moment    It  was  therefore  cruelly 
trifling  with  the  feelitigs  of  the  Catholics 


to  play  off  this  political  pantomime  upon 
them ;  to  say  to  them  "  your  claims  are 
fit  to  be  received,  but  they  are  not  fit  to 
be  now  received ;"  and  to  point  out  to 
them  no  precise  period  at  which  their 
case  might  be  taken  into  consideration. 
But  as  his  Majesty's  ministers  did  not 
think  proper  to  point  out  any  time  at 
which  the  Catholic  claims  might  be  taken 
into  consideration ;  it^  was  for  the  House 
to  consider  the  subject  themselves'— to 
consider  if  it  was  fit  to  be  entertained 
at  any  time ;  and  if  fit  to  be  entertained 
at  all,  why  it  was  not  fit  to  be  entertained 
now.  What  was  the  situation  of  the  em- 
pire ?  Was  it  safe  that  things  should  re* 
main  in  their  present  state  ?  The  Union 
had  been  the  occasion  of  feeding  the  Ca* 
tholics — he  could  not  say  with  promise^ 
but  certainly  with  expectations  of  success* 
Notwithstanding  all  that  had  been  said 
of  what  had  been  done  by  the  legis* 
lature  for  the  Catholics,  the  fact  was  that  , 
excepting  some  little  regulations  of  trade, 
nothing  had  been  done  for  them  since  the 
year  1793 ;  the  act  of  which  year  contain- 
ed a  long  list  of  ofiices  from  which  Catho« 
lies  were  to  be  excluded.  In  1 801 ,  at  the 
period  of  the  Union,  it  was  held  out  to  the 
Catholics  that  all  local  prejudices  against 
them  would  be  removed  by  transferring 
the  question  to  a  united  parliament,  from 
whose  impartial  justice  they  would  obtain 
that  relief  for  their  grievances  for  which 
they  had  hitherto  sought  in  vain.  But 
from  1801  to  1812 — during  that  long  pe- 
riod of  1 1  years — ^in  what  situation  were 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland?  They  were  like 
subjects  out  of  the  pale  of  the  constitution  ; 
their  case  could  not  be  taken  into  conside- 
ration for  a  reason  so  well  known  to  every^ 
person  in  the  House  that  it  was  superflo- 
ous  to  allude  more  forcibly  to  it.  During 
that  period  they  had  been  more  like  out- 
casts than  subjects.  Subject  no  doubt 
they  were  to  the  legislature  ;  they  were 
subject  to  the  payment  of  taxes,  but  all 
consideration  of  their  complaints  was 
waved.  The  only  consolation  which  any 
good  subject  could  feel  amidst  his  distress 
lor  the  unhappy  state  of  his  Majesty,  was 
that  the  consideration  of  the  grievances  of 
Ireland  was  thereby  opened  to  parliament, 
and  that  the  functions  of  the  legislature,^ 
which  had  so  long  been  suspended,  need  no 
longer  be  so ;  for  it  was  quite  impossible, 
and  indeed  would  be  as  aosurd  as  fslse,  to 
suppose,  that  the  augus/person  who  now 
administered  the  goveriiiUient  of  the  reahna 
did  not  feel  himself  free  to  listen  to  the 
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advk^  of  parlimieiit  on  i\mx,  as  well  as  on 
any  other  -qoestion  of  natioDal  importance. 
Tftwre  bad  formerly  b«en  soipe  obstacles 
abont  a  coronation  oath,  or  some  nonsense 
of  that  sort ;  as  if  an  oath  imposed  by  the 
legislatore  <m  the  executive  magistrate 
was  for  ever  to  prevent  the  legislature 
itfelf  from  making  such  provisions  as 
the  good  of  the  nation  appeared  ■  to  them 
to  require!.  According  to  this  absurd 
doctrine*  the  supreme  will  of  the  legis- 
lature, consisting  of  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons,  was  to  be  lettered  and  entirely 
suspended  in  consequence  of  an  oath 
which  the  same  legislalure  had  fbmierly 
prescribed!  He  repeated  that  it  was  one 
of  the  consolations  which  they  had  in' the 
present  afflicted  state  of  the  sovereign, 
that  they  were  nfew  at  liberty  to  enter 
fully  into  the  discussion  of  this  great  and 

'  important  subject.  As  to  presenting  Pe> 
titions  by  delegation,  he  must  state,  that 

^  ever  since  the  year  1757,  before  the  Ca- 
tholics  of  Ireland  had  the  miserable  privi* 
lege  of  reclaiming  a  little  bog,  or  possess- 
ing, an  acre  of  arable-land,  (unless  at  a 
certain  distance  from  a  town),  they  had 
been  acciistomed.  to  present  their  petitions 
by  committee-men  of  their  own  choice. 
These  committee-men  had  at  all  times  ne* 
gociated  with  government  on  the-subject 
of  their  petitions,  and  had  frequently  been 
introduced  to  his  Majesty  by  his  secretary 
of  state.  In  the  very  year  1793,  when 
this  Convention  Act  was  passed,  an  act  of 
Parliament  was  also  passed,  granting  far- 
ther privileges  to  the  Catholics,  and  stating 
ia  the  very  preamble  of  it  •  their  peace- 
*  able  and  loyal  demeanour.'  It  therefore 
certainly  could  not  have  been  asainstthem 
that  this  act  was  intended,  and  yet,  from 
the  duke  of  Bedford^s  government  of  Ire- 
land, in  1757,  down  to  that  time,  they  had 
always  been  in  the  habit  of  actmg  by  de- 
legation through  representative  and  Com- 
mittee-men.  An.  act  of  parliament  was 
always  best  explained  by  the  history  of 
the  circumstances  which  gave  rise  to  it ; 
and  it  was  very  well  known  what  gave  oc- 
casion to  the  statute  in  question.  In  the 
year  1793  there  was  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates for  the  province  of  UlsUr  that  met 
atDgngannon,  and  assumed  all  the  autho- 
rity of  another  parliament  No  one  sub- 
ject connected  with  politics  escape^  them; 
p^aee  and  war,  grievances  and  reform, 
were  the  subjects  of  their  deliberation, 
and  they  at  last  came  to  resolutions,  which 
went  to  change  the  whole  constitntion  of 
the  country.  After  sitUng  for  pome  time^ 
(VOLXXI.) 


they  invited  a  moris  general  convention'  to 
meet  at  Athlone,  delegated  fVom  all  parts 
of  the  country,  and  for  similar  purpK>ses. 
It  was  under  the^  drctimstances  that  the 
Conventidn  Act  was  passed;  but  so  lar 
from  that  statute  having  any  Committee 
of  Catholics  for  its  object,  there  was  ac- 
tually such  a  committee  sitting  in  Dublin 
at  the  time  when  it  was  framed^  and  in  fill! 
and  frequent  communication  with  govern* 
ment.  ,      ' 

In  the  next  place,  what  w^e  the  pfo* 
visions  of  this  act?  Why  its  object  was 
to  prevent  the  election  of  persons  toun* 
lamul  assemblies,  '  under  the  pretence^f 
'  preparing  petitions,  &c.'  Now  the  ob*^ 
vious  meaning  of  '  prMenco'  was,  that 
something  was  meant  to  be  concealed  by 
these  delegates ;  that  they  met  together 
under  folse  allegations;  not -for  the  pur-^ 
pose  of  preparing  petitions,  but  for  a  very 
diflerent  object.  But  was  ther^  any  proof 
that  the  Catholics  *  had  not  met  precisely' 
for  the  purpose  of  petitioning  ?  and  if  so, 
how,  by  an^  fairness  of  reasoning,  could' 
the  statute  m  question  be  presumed  to  ap-* 
ply  to  them  ?  The  act  then  went  on  to 
prohibit  the  assembling  of  any  persona 
pretending  to  represent  any  county,  c\tf, 
or  borough,  oth^r  than  the  Commons  in* 
parliament  assembled  ;  and  this  obtioosly 
applied  to  the  self- called  Convention  of 
Dungannon.  The  pari  lament  of  Ireland 
did  not  mean  to  trench  on  the  right  of  pe- 
titioning; but  they  knew,  that  under  the 
pretence  of  petitioning,  other  illeffal  mea* 
sur«8  might  be  cloaked  and  covered,^  which 
it  was  expedient  to  prevent.  Whenever 
the  bojMfide  purpose  of  any  set  of  indivi* 
duals  was  to' present  a  petition  for  the  re- 
dress df  grievances,  to  thetai  the  act  would 
not  apply ;  and  therefore  the  framers  of 
the  act  introduced  a  proviso  to  satisfy- the 
most  fastidious,  that  it  should  operate  as 
an  eterhal  prohibition  of  any  attempt  to 
obstruct  or  impede  the  exercise  of  the 
right  of  petitioning.  Was  any  privy 
council,  then,  or  any  court  of  Justice,  en- ' 
titled  so  to  construe  the  act  as  to  reatrict' 
or  impede  this  right  ?  Certainly  not.  The 
Catholic  Committee  had  been  sitting  from 
time  to  time,  from  1793  to  lSlO;fortbe' 
purpose  of  preparing  and  presenting  peti-* 
tions,  and  it  never  occurred  to  any  but  the 
present  ingenious  govemmmit  of  Ireland 
to  interrupt  them.  Bdt  then  it  was  said, 
the  act  did  not  disqualify  individual  Ca-' 
tholica  from  petitioning ;  bat  only  com- 
mittee-men finom  coumiles.  How  incon«  * 
sistent  was  thif )  It  was  quite  natural  ibr 
^    (2  O) 
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Ibe  CatMict  to  witli  ikmt  p dkiMi  to  be 
inmn  up  by  a  mimeroui  comskittoe*  ui 
m^tr  tbftt  MMDbort  of  people  might  ofter- 
wtrdiMga  k,  and  it  might  come  wkh  all 
thit  weight  wbkh  noaabera  eouU  gHre  it. 
SomeflMS  were  better  at  alatiog  a  griev«« 
anee  then  ethersydiflfofefagrie'raDcea  woald 
of  oeame  oceor  toditifeeait  iodWidvals,  and 
henoe  araae  the  lieceaaiij  of  appointinf 
•oennnttoe-aieBeragaoAaylodraiv  op  tbev 
petition  in  such  a  form  aa  waa  likely  to 
aaeet  vltfa  genetal  coBoerreDce.  Let  the 
Hawse  oonaider  in  aopport  of  hk  argaaMat 
the  laatelanaaof  the  atatate  of  1796,10  pre- 
eeotaedttioasaoMmblaes  (which  he^uoted) 
with  the  view  of  toapreaMig  on  themael^t 
the  ineakinable  lalwa  of  ithat  right  of  p^- 
tionhig^  which,  miaiatara  wiahed  to  abridge 
if  aol  10  deatroy.  Adrartiag  to  the  pro- 
rUmaiion  iaaoad:  by  the  Iriah  gofanmeBt 
kiittly  laat^atfthoriaing^asynagiatrateato 
oaier  the  Oatholfe  meetines  therein  men* 
tioaed.  and  diapeiee  tbam*  he  •would  am  art, 
that  the  aaagiaumlea  had  not  a  tight  to  hh- 
teriare  Aiat  in  oaaea  of  treoaoa,  felony,  or 
broach  of  the  peace.  The  oflfonea  for 
which  the  €atftiolie  Committee  were  ar* 
a  the  act  itself  a  miade* 
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iaeanoar;*and  that  could  only  be  pro* 
ocedfd^igiMUit  by  cr  qficie  information,  or 
h^  fMoacsMnent  of  the  grsnd  jmry,  to  be 
tried  in  a  conrt  of  oyer  and  terminer. 
Ue  therefiero  doubted  eatremelT, the  lena* 
li^  of  the  antherity  which  the  procla* 
matioA  gave  the  nrngiattatea  to  commit 
the  peraaoa  who  aasembled  in  Lifley-etroet 
ohayl.  He  doobled  mocfa,  ehker  the  au- 
thority ofgovenament  to  isaoe^or  that  of  the 
UMghitralca to  obey  such  an  order;  and, 
indeed,  he  did  not  believe  that  one  magia- 
trate  Iwd  acted  upon  it.  It  waa  just  cauae 
alao  iar  complaint,  that  the  tnformationa 
agataat  the  members  of  the  Catholic  Com* 
aiitoe  had  been  laid  before  the  lord  chief 
jastioe,  that  he  waa  the  peraon  who  had 
been  applied  to,  when  there  were  800  other 
magistratea  in  Ireland  who  could  have 
aereed  the  purnoae  as  well.  He  thought 
this,  to  aay  the  least  of  it^  indecorous ; 
and  one  treason  for  his  thinking  ao  #aa,  in 
the  langaage  heU  by  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman oppoaite  (Mr.  Pole)  iaat  year, 
^  becaoae  if  any  of  theae  n^raons  wcce 
brought  to  trial,  he,  the  chier  joatioe,  ouMt 
have  presided  on  the  occasion,  and  every 
atain  on  the  iMlnuniatration  of  jnatioe  onfffat 
to  be  avoided.''  No  peraon  waa  lem  dia- 
poaed  than  be  to  throw  out  reflectioBs  on 
the  administration  of  justice :  but  really 
be  thonght,  that  the  chief  justice  of  Ire* 


land  ought  not  to  have  been  employed  tn 
isane  a  warrant  against  theae  j^eraona.  la 
was  esaential  to  the  purity  of  justice,  that 
no  comoHinication  should  take  ^lace  ho* 
tween  him  and  the  crown  on  the  aab§eot 
of  judicial  matters;  and  it  would  at  Jea«t 
have  been  decent,  that  one  of  the  many 
police  magistratea  whom  ^overnaaent  hain 
at  their  tllspoaal  in  Duhhn,  abould  have 
beeft  employed  in  his  atead.  Had  a  eimi* 
Iar  application  been  made  uader  simiiar 
circopiislances,  to  the  lord  chief  jnstioa  of 
the  court  of  Rrng's-bench,  in  England,  lie 
(sir  A.  P.)  was  persuaded  that  that  noUa 
and  ioamed  iord  would  have  refused  to 
g^rant  his  warrant  In  saying  this,  be  by 
no  meana  intended  to  throw  any  impnta^ 
tion  on  the  individual,  the  aoturacy  of 
wheae  conduct  he  lud  been  ^eationin«* 
For  ay  tfaoae  who  were  appointed  to  aiL 
minister  juatice.  lie  had  a  aineere  respect^ 
but  he  had  a  moat  important  duty  to  die* 
chapffe,  that  of  a  member  of  the  Eagliali 
and  Iriah  parliament,  which  called  upoa^  ' 
him  ^preteat  agataat  anv  irregnlar  pro* 
ceeding  on  the  pott  of  the  jodtcatnre,  if 
it  might  ftot  indeed  ho  atigaaatiaed  with  a 
more  onwelcome  term.  AH  theae  ^rcoaa- 
stancea  furnished  reaaona  for  geing  into  an 
enouiry  into  the  cauaea  which  had  dia« 
tproed  the  tranqntliiMr  of  Ireland,  and  that 
at  a  time  when  hu  Bujesty'a  indiipoaition 
had  placed  the  Prince  Regent  in  pownr, 
from  wboae  gracioua  and  benignant diapo* 
sition  the  CSuholica  of  Ireland  had  joat 
reason  to  expect  ao  much.  Waa  it  no 
iospediment  to  the  aacred  right  of  pe* 
titioning,  to  say*  that  all  the  Irish  Catho* 
\i£K  however  soatterod,  must  meet  toge- 
ther in  aggregate  bodies*  and  not  appoint 
committees  out  of  the  moat  tntelligeni  of 
theii;  number?  And  was  it  by  rcndaring 
necessary  the  assemblage  of  s<ich  lorge 
bodies  of  men,  that  government  thoqght 
they  would  heat  prevent  the  occnrrenre  of 
riota»  tnmulu,  and  diaorden  in  Iceland  ^ 
Waa  it  the  design  of  ministem  to  implicate 
the  Bainoe  Regent  in  their  proceedings 
againet  Ireland  ?  If  so,  he  trusted  they 
would  be  efictually  diaappointod.  fiua 
should  certainly  give  hia  moat  hearty  aa- 
sent  to  the  aaotion  of  hia  noble  friend. 

Mr.  Wetluky  Pole  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker^  if  I  had  not  roeoUoctad 
w^paased  last  year,  when  the  aaeaanaea 
of  the  Iriah  goveromeiit  were  diacasaed  in 
thb  Houae,  I  ahonU  have  been  aurpriaad 
that,  upon  a  queation,  which  certainly  ia 
brought  forward  with  a  view  to  cenanea 
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gp^t  kadwim  the  tbar  Mh  th^oM  bw 
M  ftiM  ffiMfciined  itteitt.  b  irttih»  Sir>  I 
*tai#  d*,WA  tlHi  daj  espaoling  Ihii  the 
riflitfcM.  and  Itrnwd  ftntleoMioppoMM 
I*  ■•»  (Mr.  PftiMoobj)  or  tone  of  liit 
kwndt,  wtqkl  hire  rieen  early  b  Um  ^ 
bete  to  prefer  those  cbereei  which  it  inee 
oaderitood  they  inleodod  to  make  efleioi| 
the  Irieh  edintBiilretien.  They  here, 
hewefer»  tfaoogbt  proper  to  pertoe  eao- 
Ikvr  ceerto;  the  hon.  and  teenwd  geotio* 
anMi'Who  hat  joit  aet  doira  haa  been  pet 
fcrirard)  ead  the  pert  -he  hea  pleytad  in 
^heit  he  haa  been  pleesed  to  call  thia 
^politicel  pentomtme'  haa  oompkldy 
ioeoeeded.  By  the  direct  end  geeefai 
eeooaethMi  which  he  haa  to  Weedly  mode 
egeiaat  the  Msh  ednaimatration^  he  baa 
Mdered  it  naeeaaary  for  bm  to  riae  ani 
addreaa  the  Hooae,  before  the  cheifM 
wena  emde  by  thoae  by  whom  I  expected 
lb  be  eltechedt  and  to  whooB  I  wiahed  to 
harvo  raf>lied.  Knowing,  hewer«r»  that 
the  ceose  which  I  bore  to  aoppert  ia  « 
good  one,  end  than  the  Iriah  gmmmtiit 
■OS  only  peHoraicd  ila  daty»  In  eotiog  ae 
it  hha  done,  i  <or)  the  leaa  tegfel  m  the 
laak  which  baa  det^rad  open  aaoi  of  pro* 
oeodinf  lo  rindicele  their  oondect,  end 
my  own,  tmder  ell  the  diaadreotagea  thet 
I^naoy  hnre  to  contend  with  Iron  the  mode 
hi  wUch  the  ettatlE  haa  been  oondocted. 

i  ihaN  coMuaence  the  obaerrmtiona  which 
IlMrotoeQbinittotlie  Hooae  by  atatinf, 
that  notwithatondinf  the  guarded  manner, 
in  which  the  noble  iord  hat  broOght  lor- 
word  hia  motioD,  <a  manner,  nndoohtadly, 
ee  cioditable  to  hia  ahilttiea  es  to  hia  ftaate)y 
ead  notw^thatanding  the  beckwerdneai  of 
the  hon«  cantleinen  oppoaite  me,  lihaU 
oonatder  the  motiod  aa  a  direct  eUeck 
open  the  oowiiiet  of  die  duke  of  Richmond* 

The  qoeataon  netoratty  dtridea  itaetf 
into  two  diattm^  porta,  ric.  the  iotefided 
oenaore  opon  the  condnct  of  the  Iriah  go* 
oomnilnt,  end  the  oonaideration  of  the 
GMlholie  <)oeatien.    In  defending  the 


eC  the  Iridb  goremment, 
^  that,  daring  tbe  whol 


I  moat  ob* 
ittg  tbe  whole  ooeme  of 
leat  aanwner,  erery  poaaibLe  efierti  erery 
fcctioaaoftwaaoied  to  mideadth^  people 
of  ieelnnd,  end  of  thia  conntry,  by  con- 
what  w»  called  the  Catholic 
with  the  meaaarea  to  which  the 
^  lientenant  haa  been  comnelied  to  hare 
mrae  iw  order  to  mainlam  tlm  public 
With  the  riew  wbich  the 
lienteniat  loch  of  the  eiMMion  of  the 
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of  Iieli|nd»  and  with'  the  meaaame 
which  it  waa  aeceaaary  to  adopt,  the  aneof 
tion  of  the  Catholic  daims  had  nothing 
to  do.  The  lord  lieetenant  thou^  thel 
hie  doty  coniiated  in  maintaining  the  lawii 
of  the  land,  in  enforcing  obedience  to 
thoae  lawa  $  and  in  taking  care  that  e^oal 
jnatice  waa  adminiatered  to  all  clasaea  o( 
hia  MMeaty'a  aobjocu  whom  he  waa  M>i- 
pointed  to  gorern,  and  I  can  aaaiure  the 
Hoaae,that  the  lord  lieoieaant  aod  bia  ad^ 
fiaera  fimodtheyhadqeiuenoogbtedoin 
perfiarming  tboee  dniiea,  without  motoring 
mto  abatmct  apecalationa  abont  alteriM 
the  conatitotion.  The  lord  lieutenant  and 
hie  adriaera  felt  that  it  waa  not  their  dn^ 
to  enter  into  tbe  merita  of  the  CatboUo 
«Besti(Mi;  tboy  thought  itwaa.nat^proMr 
tor  them  to  giro  any  opinion  upon  tiiat 
fot^t.  They  fek  alao,  Ibat  it  waa  their 
duly  to  take  care  that  no  impediment 
ibottki  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  any  of  hia 
Majeaty'a  aobjecta  of  whatever  claaa  or 
doiiemmation,  who  wished  to  bring  fbr'^ 
ward  any  daima  they  might  bare  to  urge, 
or  to  petiMon  for  tbe  redresa  of  any  grier* 
aace  under  wbioh  they  might  labour,  pro- 
rided  it  waa  done  in  a  legal  and  conatitu^ 
tional  manner.  It  ia  neceatary  to  ateio 
thia,  aod  to  preaa  it  strongly  on  tbe  etten* 
tion  of  tbe  House,  because  there  is  no  art 
that  faction  conld  eae^  no  caertioo  that 
the  most  actire  agenta  could  employ^  no 
miarepreaentation  that  invention  couJd 
frame,  that  have  not  been  reaort^d  to^  aod 
propagated  to  impreaa  a  belief  upon  the 
aaindi  of  the  people  of  both  countriea,  tha# 
tbe  object  of  the  Irish  gorerninent  wa% 
not  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  iawa,  no^ 
to  maiotain  public  iranqoiility,  but^  If 
throw  impediments  in  tbe  way  of  the  Co* 
thelica  petitioning,  and  to  prevent*  thoae 
from  claiming  what  they  conceired  to  be 
their  rights,  or  atatiag  wlut  they  considered 
to  be  their  gderancea. 

Before  I  proceed  to  tbe  consideralien 
of  that  part  of  the  conduct  of  the  Iriah 
goremment  wbich  more  immediately 
ciaioaa  the  attention  of  the  House,  I  must 
beg  leare  to  allude  rery  shortly  to  what 
passed  last  session.  ,  Tfaie  House  cannelt 
hare  forgotten  the  Circular  Letter*  which 
was  issued,  about  which  so  much  b#d 
been  said*  and  wbich  had  giveir  rise  to  so 
much  wit.  /  That  letter  was  certainly 
issued  in  toy  name,  but  it  was  framed  4nd 
drawn  up,  as  I  stated  at  tbe  timo,  by  the 
law  officers  of  the  crown.    I  am  for  fonqi 
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wishing  to  disclaim  any  respontiWtttjT 
whkh  belongs  to  mei  for  any  part  that  I 
took  in  that  transactioii ;  but  I  cannot 
kelp  lamenting,  that  when  ^  solemn  in- 
atrament  had  ^n  issued  by  the  gOTern- 
ment,  it  should,  for  bad  purposes,  have 
been  turned  into  ridicule,  and  represented 
as  the  hasty  composition  of  an  arrogant 
man.  That  letter,  when  it  was  discussed 
in  this  House  last  session,  underwent  a 
solemn  investigation.  I  remember  the 
motion  of  the  right  bon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman opposite  to  me,  (Mr.  Ponsonby)* 
on  the  subject,  and  I  feel,. that  I  ought  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  particularly 
to  it,  because  I  mean  to  build  an  argument 
upon  it,  which  will  be  of  material  conse- 
quence in  the  consideration  of  the  present 
question. 

'  The  right  hon.  and  learned  gent.,  upon 
that  occasion,  objected  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  Irish  goTemmenton  three  grounds : 
'  First;  That  it  was  impolitic  to  have  re- 
course  to  the  Convention  act  at  the  time 
and  under  the  circumstances  the  Irish  go- 
vernment attempted  to  enforce  it. 

Secondly,  That  if  the  Irish  government 
felt  it  absolutely  necessary  to  act  upon 
the  law^  they  ought  to  have  proceeded  by 
^^y  of  proclamation^  instead  of  issuing  a 
circular  leUer. 

Thirdly,  That  the  Convention  act  only 
attached  upon  those  who  bad  attended 
the  meetings  described,  voted,  and  acted, 

Sut  that,  in  the  Circular  Letter,  the  roagis- 
^ates  were  called  upon  to  arrest,  and  hold 
to  bail  those  who  attended,  or  voted,  or 
acted.  These  were  the  objections  taken 
by  the  right  hon.  and  learned  gentleman, 
but  it  never  was  asserted  by  him,  that  the 
construction,  which  the  Irish  government 
had  put  upon  the  act  of  parliament,  was 
not  the  true  and  legal  construction,  and 
that  the  law  was  inapplicable  to  meetings 
of  the  description  in  question.  [Here 
Mr»  Ponsonby  manifested  some  dissent 
from  Mr.  Pole's  statement.]  I  am  con- 
vinced that  I  am  correct  in  my  assertion, 
and  I  have  no  doubt,  that  I  shall  be  able 
to  convince  the  House,  and  even  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  that  my  re- 
collection upon  the  subject  is  accurate. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
'had,  as  I  have  before  stated,  contended 
that  the  Circulat  Letter  was  Wrong  in  as- 
serting, that  at^y  person  who  attended  or 
Totedi  or  actied  at  finy  of  the  meetings 
^^dMed  to,  were  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 

*  See  Vol.  19,  p.  W9. 


becadsehe  f«id,  in  that  caseany  pmoB  wha 
attended  innocently,  without  taking  any 
part  in  the  business,  or  who  even  attended 
for  the  purpose  of  dispersins  the  meating, 
might  be  arrested  and  held  to  bail.  If 
I  am  wrong  in  my  recollection  upoa  thia 
subject,  if  the  right  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman really  did  doubt  the  legality  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Irish  gov«mi&eBt» 
I  should  be  glad  to  know  how  it  happenedy 
that  he  merely  contented  himself  with 
moving  for  papers,  and  that  he  never 
brought  forward  any  specific  motion 
affainst  the  Irish  government  for  actins 
illegally?  Was  it  not  most  strange  and 
onaccounuble,  if  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  and  his  firienda  on  the 
other  side  thought  that  the  Irish  goteriKt 
ment  had  acted  illegal ly  upon  that  occa* 
sion,  that  not  one  of  them  had  felt  it  ne« 
cessary  to  bring  the  maUer  before  tho 
House,  although  it  sat  for  months  after  tb% 
discussion  I  allude  to  ?«— 6ir,  I  muit  also 
observe,  that  in  the  long  discosnons  which 
afterwards  took  place  on  the  Catholic 
Petition,  throughout  the  whola  of  that 
debate,  not  a  syllable  was  uttered  against 
the  conduct  of  the  Irish  government*  If 
the  gentlemen  opposite  thought  thiit  the 
government  had  acted  illesally,  surely 
upon  that  occasion  they  would  have  men- 
tioned it.  I  attended  the  House  during 
that  debate  for  the  purpose  of  defending 
the  Irish  government,  if  any  attack  had 
been  made  upon  it;  but  not  one  word  re- 
specting the  illegality  of  the  proceeding 
was  mentioned  by  any  gentleman  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House.  But,  Sir, .  I 
must  mention  one  more  circumstance, 
which  will  put  the  matter- out.  of  all 
doubt :  an  hon.  gentl^an  on  the  other ' 
side  of  the  House  (Mr.  Hutchinson)  gave 
notice,  last  session,  of  a  motion  to  repeal 
the  Convention  act:  that  hon.  gentle- 
man, however,  did  not  bring  it  forward  ; 
and  in  stating  his  reason  for  not  doing  so, 
he  praised  the  Irish  government  for  the 
leniency  of  their  conduct,  and  said  he 
was  glad  to  find  that  they  did  not  mean 
to  enforce  that  law.  I  felt  it  my  duty  te 
undeceive  him;— I  got  up  and  desired 
that  he  would .  not  forego  his  motion  on 
that  ground.  I  told  him  that  the  opinton 
of  the  Irish  government  remained  unid- 
tered ;  and  thst  if  the  lord  Ueutenaat 
saw  the  same  reason  for  putting  the  law 
in  force  that  his  grace  had  before  seen, 
he  woukl  undonbtedly  do    so«*     Net^ 
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vHtllMadlDgtfdiieclmtionoiiiiajr  pat, 
the  hoB.  member  did  noi  preee  hn  mo* 
tion.  Thus  the  matter  stood  al  the  end 
of  last  Mssion.  Wb«a,  therefore^  I  re- 
tomed  to  Ireland,  I  contend  that  the  Ir»h 
gofernment  had  a  right  to  feel  with 
perfect  confidence  that  their  condoctwas 
approved  of  by  this  House*  not  only  that 
they  enjoyed  such  approbation*  but  that 
there  was  no  idea  entertained  by  any 
man  in  it,  that  their  construction  of  tlie 
hm  was  not  a  jnM  and  correct  one. 
Every  man  in  Ireland  was  acquainted 
with  what  had  passed  in  this  House  in 
the  last  session;  every  man  knew  that 
the  conduct  of  the  Irish  goreqiment  had 
met  with  the  approbation  of  parliament* 
and  knew  also  that  the  legality  of  that 
conduct  had  not  been  auestioned  by 
a  single  indiridoal.  Under  these  cir^ 
camstancesy  could  I  possibly  hare  tma- 
ginedj  not  only  that  the  legality  of  that 
ooiidoct  would  now  have  been  ques- 
tioned,  but  that  the  government  should 
be  aocosed  with  having  taken  the  peo- 
ple of  laeland  by  surprise  ?  -  Surprise  \ 
4f|er  every  part  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Irish  government  had  been  fully  dis- 
cussed; after  every  man  in  Ireland  had 
been  made  acquainted  with  the  detail> 
and  with  the  result  of  these  discussions, 
and  after  the  public  declarations  which  I 
had  made  in  this  House,  that  it  was  the 
firm  determination  of  the  government  to 
enforce  the  Convention  act,  if  the  Com- 
mittee again  had  recourse  to  their  forw 
mer  measures. 

I  shall  certainly  not  fatigue  the  House 
by  going  into  a  detail  of  all  the  circum- 
stances and  events  which  gave  rise  to 
the  Circular  Letter  of  h^l  year.*— I  shall 
not  >  repeat  the  statement  which  I  was 
upder  the'  necessity  of  making  of  the 
whole  conduct  of  the  Catholic  Commit- 
tee.— ^I  shall  not  repeal  all  the  intempe« 
r^e  and  inflammatory  language  which 
was  used  in  that  Committee,  and  with 
xvhich  the  ftK:tio«s^  prints  in  Dublin  were 
'daily  filled,  because,  I  trust,  that  the  sub- 
ject is  still  fresh  in  the  recollection  of 
the '  members  of  this  House :  it  will  be 
sufficient  for  me  to  remind  gentlemen, 
that  the  assembly  called  ^he  Catholic 
Committee  was  formed  in  \7^S,  was ;  re* 
vivedin  1600,  and  in  1810  it  was  again 
re»established. 

It  has  betgn  repeatedly  asked,  why,  if 
the  Irish  government  entertained  such 
an  opinion  of  ^he  conduct  of  the  Catholic 
Committee,'  they  had  not  interfered  be- 


fcre?  Why,  if  their  conduct  and  their 
Uuijgnage  had  been  so  intemperate  and 
so  inflamnatory,  the  government  had  not 
sooner  resorted  tethe  powers  they  were 
invested  with,  to  pot  a  stop  to  soch  pro- 
ceedings? The  answer  which  I  before 
gave,  and  which  I  shall  now  give,  was 
the  true-one.  The  Irish  government  was. 
anxious  to  treat  the  "whole  Catholic  body 
with  lenity,  and  to  administer  the  law  in 
the  spirit  in  which  it  ought  te  be  admi- 
iiistered,  with  tenderness;  and,  although 
the  lord  lieutenant  was  aware  that  the 
assembly  was  unlawful,  yet,  being  com^ 
posed  of  Catholics,  he  did  not  proceed 
against  them  as  he  would  have  proceeded 
affainst  any  other  of  the  Kinff's  subject*. 
'^  lord  lieutenant  hoped  that  the  for- 
bearance which  was  thus  manifested, 
would  produce  a  proper  efiect;  that  the 
loyal  and  well  disposed  part  cHF  the  Ca« 
thofic  body  would  be  able  to  counteract 
the  efibrts,  and  repress  the  violence  of 
those  who  were  endeavouring  te  excite 
dissatisfaction  and  irritation;  the  lord 
lieutenant  a%vr  the  danger,  but  hoped  it 
would  i>e  temporary,  and  therefore  ad- 
stained  from  interfering  as  long  as  he 
could,  consistently  with  the  general  traa- 
qnillity  of  the  country.  This  was  the 
plain  and  true  reason  why  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland  did  not  interfere  before ; 
and  .  yet  they  were  to  be  accused  of 
intolerance  towards  the  Catholics,  of 
treating  them  with  harshness,  of  taking 
them  by  surprize,  ■  and  of  acting  ille^ 
gaJly,  in  order  te  prevent, them  ft-om  pe« 
titioning.  •  .  •     ^ 

Having  steted  the  motives  by  which 
the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  had  been 
actuated,'  I  shall  now  proceed  to  say  a 
few  words  upon  what  has  fallen  from 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentt'eman  who 
gpoke  last*  .  That  hon.  md,  learned  gen- 
tleman is  completely  mistaken  in  what 
he^has  said  respecting  the  causes  which 
led-  to  the  passing  of  •  the  Convention 
act,  and  the  object  which  it  had  in  view. 
He  most  be  wboHy  unacquainted  with  all 
the  circomstonces  relative  to  that  act,,  if 
iie  supposes  that  it  was  meant  to  -apply 
.to  any  one  class  or  denomination  of  ped- 
:|ple-!whatevev.  The  meaning  of  the  adt 
IS  distinct ; .  its  appUcation  is  general, 
without  any  regard  to  Protestants  or  Cz* 
tholics.  It  was  enacted  just  before  the 
Convention  proposed  to  be  held  at  Ath* 
lone.  I  have .  heard  a  great  deal  said 
abont  the  eadstenoe  of  Catholic  Com* 
mittees  ever  since,  the  year  1757,  and 
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4|iat  nMv^  Int  tlie  first  lim#^  iW  Xriib  «ft- 
%«ffa««iH  htd  inteqMMd  its  aaUioniy  to 
•uppreM  them*  If  the  bms.  ead  learned 
.gettt*  supposed  that  the  comaiitlees  •f  fi»r- 
laev  tiiBes,  to  which  he  alluded,  were  sini- 
lar  to  the  eomOMttees  of  1809  and  1810,  in 
D«bUtty  he  is  completely  ignorant  of  the 
ooMDtry  of  which  he  is  speakinff.  There 
was,  not  a  single  point  of  similarity  be* 
tween  these  cominiitees ;  they  difi^ed 
in  Ibrmatiun,  in  character,  in  prooeedings, 
19  ol]»}ect ;  in  short,  they  were  as  different 
as  the  imagination  could  ceoceiYe.  U 
any  denbt  is  entertained  on  thb  subject, 
I  can  produce  saeh  proofii  of  the  radical, 
essential  diflference  between  the  com- 
mittees of  farmer  days  and  the  one  which 
is  now  nnfbrtnnately  the  subject  of  dis- 
cnasion,  as  must,  if  party  feeling  has 
ttot  baiUshedveTery  sentiment  of  candour 
from  the  opposite  benches,  convUiee  Humt 
genUemen  of  the  injustice,  as  well  as 
the  absurdity,  of  making  the  txMnpa- 
rison. 

I  will  not  enter  into  a  detailed  accomit 
of  the  proceedinffs  or  of  the  debates  of 
the  assembly  cslling  itself  the  Catholic 
Committee.— I  did  so,  in  some  degree,  last 
year.  It  will  be  safiicient  to  soy,  that  the 
Catholic  Committee  debated  erery  topic 
that  could  irritate,  inflame,  or  mislead  the 
pnblio  m'md ;  thai  the  columas  of  the 
newspapers  were  filled  with  their  iiictions 
harangues  and  proceedings;  that  they 
aped  all  the  forms  of  Parliament;  that 
they  had  their  committees  and  their  sn6» 
committees;  their  committee  of  gnev* 
ances ;  in  a  word,  that  they  aftcted  to 
be,' and  assumed  the  tone  of,  a  ConNrention 
representing  the  whole  Catholic  papula* 
tion  of  Ireland.  They  had  even  carried 
their  proceedings  to  such  an  extent,  that 
they  themseires  were  sensible  of  the  dan«> 
serous  lengtlp  to  which  they  were  going. 
I  will  mention  an  anecdote,  to  shew  the 
eense  they  themselrea  entertained  of  their 
own  proceedini^  Daring  one  of  the  Tio» 
lent  debates  which  took  pbce  in  the  Com*> 
mitteey-afte^tomelaftgnage  of  a  peonliarly 
inflammatory  and  editions  nature  had 
been  used,  one  of  the  members  called  out 
to  a  person  who  wu  taking  notes,  and  mid, 
"  We  are  going  too  in,  yon  had  batter  Mi 
take  that  down."  The  note*taker  replied, 
«« I  thought  ao  myaalf,  and  had  already 
shut  my  book."  Soeh  was  the  character 
of  the  proceedings  of  thb  Committee  be* 
fore  goeemment  interfered.  When  I 
stale  this,  need  it  he  asked  what  it  was 
tfant  caused  the  C^teukr  Lstter  ^^^i  the 
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question  is  ashed>  I  aMs»e<,  it  wn»  bioai<s» 
not  satisfied  with  debating  and  keeping 
the  whole  onontry  in  a  fermentt  they  is* 
seed  a.oiroulMr  letter  In  ihe  name  of  theit 
itcretary,  Mr.  Hay,  the  ohjeet  of  which 
was  to  aogment  their  numbers  by  ten  to* 
presentatives  iirom  each  countv.  U  was 
then  that  the  government  of  Irekml  felt 
that  it  could  not  consistently,  with  its  duty 
to  the  public,  adhere  any  longer  to  itasys« 
tem  or  forbearance,  and  that  they  wena 
bound,  if  they  meant  to  pieserre  the  tran* 
quillity  of  the  country,  to  interfere. 

It  has  been  said,  I  understand*  in  ana* 
ther  place,  that  the  Irbh  GoremmeDt,  ket 
year,  interfered  just  at  the  moment  that 
the  Committee  was  about  to  augment  iSb 
numbers,  by  the  accession  of  ten  respeoai 
able  persons  from  each  county,  who  wanid 
have  repressed  the  violence  of  the  others 
Was  that  the  fact  ?  Lord  Ffreneh  had,  m 
consequence  of  the  Tiolence  of  their  pro* 
ceedings,  seceded  front  them  ;■  and  had 
used  the  emphatic  expression,  **  Irakud 
is  sick  of  this  businmi;  do  yon  nman  to 
erect  yoursel?es  into  a  perpetual  parlia* 
nmntf"  Lord  Fingali  had  also  seceded 
from  them,  and  it  was  the  remnant,  whoaa 
violence  had  disgnsted  these  noble  lorda 
and  the  moderate  part  of  the  Catholia 
body,  that  issued  this  circular  letter:  TUa 
was  the  plain  and  simple  state  of  the  case; 
and  I  cannot  avoid  saying,  that  it  is  a 
pity,  when  gentlemen  take  so  much  pnm  - 
to  vilify  government,  they  do  not  talra 
eonal  pains  to  ascertain  die  faet^  npon 
which  they  found  their  slanders. 

I  will  not  dwell  ferther  open  the  pro* 
ceedings  of  last  year.-- 1  will  only  stnte^ 
that  we  had  hoped,  that  the  leni^  with 
which  we  acted,  would  have  been  met  by 
a  coriesponding  conduct  en  the  pas^  ii 
the  CatboUo  Oommittee.  I  must  observe, 
however,  that  the  fate  of  the  duke  of 
Rtcbflseml,  and  of  these  who  had  the  ho« 
nour  of  advising  him,  is  rather  hard* 
They  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  una* 
chief  which  they  saw  was  liloely  to  ensue  ; 
they  determined  not  to  allow  the  Cemisis* 
tee  to  assemble;  they  intended  to  slap 
the  elections,  and  they  did  stop  them; 
the  ten  narsons  which  were  ordered  to  he 
retomed  from  each  coonty  last  year,  in 
point  of  feet,  never  dkl  aasemble^  aUd 
Vet,  becanm  the  Irish  Govmnment  thengbt 
It  proper  to  permit  small  bodies  of  tbn 
Comanttee  to  meet  without  molestaikm, 
it  was  imnsediately  said,  that  they  had 
abandoned  the  measures  which  they  had 
rashly  nndartalmn,  and  that  theCath^io 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CwifiiitUft  iMidl  Irimpitod  oiar  Ihtm. 
BecauM,  how«?«r,  tiM  go?enia«it  bvw 
nov  d^ogbt  proper  to  mterfere  with 
meetiags  Ihst  iPtrt  UMj  to  bocOgiM  dan* 
geroM  to  the  traoquillity  of  the  cottMry, 
th%  opitfaeti  of  Biadhitsi)  tblty^  intem- 
penuice,  nmi  intolonnoo,*^  vpero  inino* 
diaiieijr  uppKcd  to  them.  With  what  jot* 
tioe  thoao  epithets  had  heen  ao  applied^ 
I  wiU  leave  to  the  candoar  of  the  Heoie  to 
deteramie.«-«Whtii  we  saw  danger,  wo 
acted;  when  we  saw  the  public  tranqoi}« 
Uty  menaced,  we  interfered  to  prestrre 
k;*— when  we  thoi^gfat  there  was  no  dan- 
ger, we  siifiered  the  Cooiniittee  to  pro* 
coed,  in  the  hope  that  they  would  find  o«t 
their  error,  and  that  they  wonld  not  per- 
sist in  a  s^steas  pregnant  with  soch  gene- 
ral Bteshief. 

I  now  ooBse  to  that  part  where  it  ie  ne^ 
eenary  that  I  shoold  enter  into  a  detail  of 
the  measures  of  the  Irish  go? emment, 
whicbhave  called  forth  the  aninMdversions 
of  the  hen.  and  learned  geotlenian.  When 
Iretaroedto  my  doty  in  Ireland,  it  was  im- 
possible for  me  not  to  consider^  that  parlia- 
nient  had  sanctioned  the  conduct  of  the 
Irish  government,  and  that  the  lord  liente- 
Dant  woald  be  fiilly  warranted  in  proceed* 
ioff  as  he  had  formerly  done,  if  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case,  inhis  JQdgmeni,r»qaired  it. 

I  shall  now  proceed,  with  the  leare  of 
the  House,  to  state  the  circumstances  that 
led  to  the  proolamatfioaas  shwtlyas  I  can ; 
and  detail,  with  the  most  unreserved  can- 
dour, all  the  subsequent  proceedings  of 
the  Irish  government.  On  the  9th  of 
July  ha/t,  an  agsvegate  meetii^  of  the  Ca* 
tholics  was  held  ki  Dublin ;  at  this  meet- 
ing certain  Resolutions  were  entered  into. 
With  the  permission  of  the  House,  I  will 
slau  what  was  the  nature  of  those  Resolu- 
tion^ and  in  what  they  dUfored  from  those 
Mssed  In  the  preceding  January.  By  the 
Mesolotioos  of  the  Q4th  of  May,  1809,  re* 
sidoptod  in  illO,  it  was  rasolved,  ^  that 
the  oeiUemen  and  gentlemen  are  not  re- 
presentativee  of  the  Catholic  body,  or  any 
portion  thereof,  or  shall  they  assume  or 
prelond  to  he  -representatives  of  the  Ca- 
tholic bodv,or  any  portien  thereof.'^ 

Whan  1  vras  ai^guhig  this  question  last 
year,  I  stated,  that  there  was  enough  ki 
this  Resolution  to  afihrd  a  groend  for  be- 
lief that  the  Catholics  had  the  Convention 
not  in  their  mind,  and  that  they  would  not 
Tialate  it.  But,  on  the  9th  of  Juljr  last, 
ttio  meetmg,  aware  of  the  construction  of 
tlM  Conventioa  act,  aware  of  all  the  ag?ta- 
tion  that  had  been  excited  in  Ireland^ 
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aware  of  the  opmioD  aitpressed  by  psarlia« 
ment  upon  the  subject,  and  aware  of  tlM 
declared  detemmiation  of  the  Irish  govern* 
ment  not  to  su^  ^  continuance  of  such 
pracliees ;  the  nMotin^,  aware  of  all  theee 
things,  resolved,  (leavmg  out  the  ReaolO'^ 
tion  which  I  have  just  read,  disclaiaaing 
all  repiusentaboa,)  «« that  the  Coounitteo 
should  be  re*appoinled,  and  that  the  said 
Committee  should  consist  of  the  CathoHe 
peers  of  Irehwd,  of  their  elctest  sons,  of 
the  CathoKc  baronets  of  Ii^aad,  of  th« 
prektes  of  the  Irish  Roman  Catholio 
Church,''  (appointed  then  for  the  first 
time,)  ««  of  ten  persons  from  each  cenntr 
in  Ireland,  and  of  five  persons  from  eacn 
parish  in  Dublin,  and  the  sarvivors  of  the 
dolftgateaof  1795/'  This  was  the  aaodo 
in  which  the  aggregate  meeting  of  the 
Catholic  body,  with  lord  Fingall  at  their 
head,  thought  proper  to  proceed*«-the  rmy 
parsons  against  whom  it  was  said,  that  the 
Irish  government  had  acted  with  intem* 
perance  and  intolerance;  and,  as  if  they 
were  determined  to  reasove  every  doubt 
that  mtght  by  possibility  exist  of  their 
real  intentions,  they  determined  that,  un.« 
til  the  new  Committee  should  be  as* 
sembled,  '*.  the  management  of  the  Ca- 
tholic a^ftirs  shouldl  be  confided  to  the 
Catholic  peers,  baronets,  and  survivors  of 
the  delegates  of  1793/'  This  was  tho 
first  time,  as  I  have  already  stated,  thai 
the  Romnn  Catholic  prelates  of  Ireland 
had  ever  been  appointed  to  constitute  a 
part  of  anoh  a  Committee*  The  meotinji 
thus  constituted  wonM  have  amounted  to 
about  473  persons.  This  convention  of 
the  three  estates  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
body^  (for  a  more  oomplete  convention  of 
these  estates  it  was  impossible  to  con- 
ceive,) was  appointed  to  meet  in  Dublin^ 
I  will  fairly  own,  that  when  the  lord  lieu* 
tenant,  and  those  who  had  the  honour  of 
advising  him,  saw  those  Resolutions,  they  . 
were  struck  with  the  danger  that  might 
result  from  them.  They  feh  that  it  was 
a  melancholy  thing,  that  a  man  of  lord 
^ngall's  rank  aqd  character,  should  lend 
himself  to  sooh  proceedings,  partiouhuiyt 
after  what  he  had  witnessed  the  year  bc^ 
fore,  vrhen  he  found  that  all  his  attempts 
were  vmn  to  repress  the  violonce>and  fac- 
tions kogoage  manifested  in  the  debate^ 
and  when  he  foand  that  their  prfcuedinga 
were  of  so  dangerous  a  natupe,aa  to:rendee  . 
it  necessarv  lor  him  to  secede.  The  go* 
veanment  relt  also^  that  in  .consequeaee  of 
the  Resohrtions  towhiebl  have  adverted,aU 
thoee  persona  who  haAdistioguifhed  tbam» 
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teWet  in  the  Old  Committee  for  their  tio^ 
lence  and  torbnlence;  who  had  exerted 
themseWes  with  the  greatest  assidoity  and 
Ileal  to  promote  general  irritation  and  dit* 
content,  would  be  members  of  the  New 
Committee ;  and  in  fact,  there  was  not 
a  man,  no,  not  a  single  man,  who  had 
ever  made  a  factious  speech  in  the  Old 
Committee,  who  was  not  chosen  to  form  a 
part  of  the  new.  This  Committee,  then, 
with  the  advantage,  if  I  may  use  the  ex- 
pression, of  all  the  elperienced  advocates 
of  faction  of  the  Old  Committee,  ^d  all 
^e  strength  which  would  be  derived  from 
the  members' that  were  to  be  returned  from 
the  counties^  if  allowed  to  sit  in  defiance 
of  the  law,  and  to  act,  as  they  most  an- 
doubtedly  woold  have  acted,  nmst  have 
▼irtually  annulled  the  government.  If 
aoch  a  Convention,  (for  I  cannot  with  pro- 
priety give  it  any  other  name,)  even  if 
assembled  for  any  purpose  however  legal, 
bad  been  allowed  to  sit  in  the  city  of 
Ddblin,  it  would  have  been  impossible  to 
have  been  responsible  for  the  peace  of  that 
city  for  one  moment.  What  were  these 
people  who  were  thus  constitnting  them- 
selves into  so  formidable  a  body  ?  I  will 
tell  the  House  in  their  own  language. 
They  state  themselves  to  be  the  repre- 
sentatives of  four  millions  of  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, who  *'  occupy  the  most  valuable 
positions,  whether  for  commercial,  or  for 
military  purposes.  The  boldest  coasts, 
most  navigable  rivers,  and  most  tenable 
passes,  the  most  fertile  districts,  the  richest 
supplies  of  forage,  tlie  readiest  means  of 
attack  or  defence/' 

The  Catholics  were  irepresented,  on  the 
same  authority,  as  forming  five-sixths  of 
the  population  of  Ireland.  The  number 
of  persons  of  that  religion,  qualified  to  sit 
in  parliament,  from  learning,  -  talents,  and 
property,  were  estimated  at  thirty,  thou- 
sand ;  and  their  clergy,  who,  it  was  stated, 
ought  to  be  provided  for  by  the  state,  with* 
out  any  cotidition  or  limitation,  amounted 
to  two  thousand.  This  population,  so 
described,  were,  it  was  said,  not  only  qua- 
lified to  hold  all  public  offices,  (even  in<* 
clttding  that  of  lord  lieutenant),  but  had 
an  actual  right  to  hold  five^ixths  of  them. 
I  ask  the  House,  in  what  state  would  the 
government  o£  Ireland  be,  if  a  committee, 
professing  to  be  the  foil  «iid  compjete  re-* 
presentation  of  five^sixths  of:, the  whole 
popuktipn  of  that  country,  a  population 
possaasing  such  physical  and  local.advan-r 
tages,  avowing  such  pretensions,  and 
demanding  such  tonfittsitmi,  was  cita* 
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blished  in  the  metropolis—what,  I  uk, 
would  be  the  security  for  the  tranquillity 
of  the  country,  if  such  a  committee  were 
allowed  to  jsit,  deliberate,  and  act,  in 
Dublin  ? 

Wh^t  would  you  say,'  Mr.  Speaker, 
.if,  in  one  of  the  theatres  in  the  Hay* 
market,  there  was  a  convention  represent- 
ing four  millions  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, assuming  all  the  forms  of  parliament  ? 
I  am  convinced,  if  such  a  thing  were  t^ 
occur,  gentlemen  would  rise  from  ^verj 
corner  of  the  House,  and  say  it  ought  to 
be  put  down.  If  no  l||r  existed  tp  enable 
government  to  disperse  such  a  meetings 
you 'would  instantly  pass  an  act  to  sufk 
press  it  If  such  would  be  the  conduct  of 
gentlemen,  and  I  am  confident  it  would, 
^  (if  the  case  were  .applicable  to  England), 
surely,  they  ought  to  feel  the  necessity  of 
giving  the  same,  or  even  greater  support 
to  the  govemoMnt  of  IrelMid  :  a  govern- 
ment that  does  not  possess  the  advantage 
and  support  of  a  resident  legislature,  and 
which  has  nothing  to  look  to  bnt  its  own 
viffi  lance  aqd  its  own  energy^ 

I  will  now  state  the  proceedings  thai 
took  place,  in  consequence  of  the  con* 
duct  of  the  Catholic  Committee  which  I 
have  just  d^escribed.  The  lord  lieutenant^ 
having  taken  every  part  of  the  subject 
into  his  most  serious  conuderation,  seat, 
on  the  20th. of  July  last;,  a  dispatch  uppd 
it  to  his  Majesty's  ministers.  In  this  dis- 
patch, his  grace  expressed  his  opinion^ 
that  the  government  of  Ireland  oi^^ht  to 
proceed  against  those  who  had,  mani* 
fested  so  unequiv<Mml  a  determination  to 
violate  the  law.  He  also  observed,  that 
he  had  laid  the  whole  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Catholics  before  the  crown  lawyers, 
who  were  deadly  of  opinion,  that  they 
were  direct,  violations  of  the  Convei^tioa 
act.  Such  was  the  substance  of  the  dis- 
patch sentofiTon  the  JMHh  of  July,  to  mi- 
nisters^ It  .hjss  been  of^n  said,'  and  ia« 
deed  I  heard  it  remarked  in  another  place, 
that,  the  government  of  Ireland  were  very 
remiss  in  not  communicating  with  the 
Catholics,  when  they  found  they  were  go- 
ing too  far,  and  warning  them  of  the  pe- 
nalties which  they  were  incurring.  It 
had  also  been  stated  last  year,  that  it 
would  have  been  *  m^re  fair,  more  liberal, 
'  and  more  parentar*^  towards  the  Cathp^r- 
lies,  to  have  proceeded  by  way  of  procla« 
mation,  vaa\inA  of  issuing  the  Circular 
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Loiter,  It  wa4  fttidy  ifatt «  prodamation 
vpould  have  shewn  that  there  did  not  exist 
any  intention  of  taking  the  people  by  sur- 
jvise ;  that  U  must  bare  had  great  weigkl 
witb  the  people^  and  great  author tty  from 
the  sanction  of  the  great  law; officers  of 
the  crown.  Feeling  all  this,  ami  giving  it 
aH  the  weight  it  deserved,  the  k>rd  lieute* 
nant,  before  he  received  an  ^hswer  to  his 
dispatch,  considered  that  it  woold  be 
bighly  desirable,  notwithstanding  the  con* 
duct4>f  the  Catholics,  to  proceed  with 
mildneM ;  and,  thinking  that  it  was  im- 
possible that  lord  Fingd  and  the  other 
respectable  persons  at  the  head  of  the 
Boman  Catholic  body,  conld  willingly  ily 
»  the  &ce  of  the  law,  of  the  known  de- 
termination of  government,  and  of  tha 
avowed  opinion  of  parliament,  his  grace 
^H'dered  me,  6n  the  22nd  instant,  to  see  his 
kHtiship.  On  the  25th,  it  not  being  con- 
venient to  him  to  come  aooiier,  lord 
Fingall  called  upon  me. 

1  told  his  lordship  that  the  lord  lieute- 
luMMki  had  desired  me  to  acquaint  him,  that 
the  very  high  respect  he  entertained  for 
hinl}  and  the  thorough  good  opinion  he 
had  of  his  loyalty  and  public  spirit,  bad 
induced  him  to  direct  me  to  express  to  his 
fordship,  thiit,  from  the  Resolutions  which 
h9d  appeared  in  the  newspapers,  with  his 
same  affixed  to  them,  and  also  from  soaia 
accounts  which  had  been  published  of 
•ome  returns  of  represenUtives  from  pH- 
rishes  in  Dublin,  for  the  purpose  of  form- 
ing a  meeting  of  delegates,  of  the  'nature 
stated  in  those  Resolutions,  and  which  it 
vraa  the  opinion  of  his  Majesty's  |aw  ser- 
vants would  be  illegal ;  his  grace  was  ap- 
prehensive that  the  CathoUcs  were  about 
to  proceed  in  a  manner  which  would  make 
it  necessary  for  his  Majesty's  government 
to  take  their  conduct  into  serious  consider- 
ation, with  a  view  to  those  measures  to 
which  it  might  be  his  duty  to  resort ;  that 
I  was  therefore  to  communicate  with  hii 
lordship  upon  the  subject :  in  order  that 
he  might  be  apprised  of  the  lord  lieute- 
nant's feelings  upon  it.  I  pointed  out  to 
his  lordship  the  danger  that  was  likely  to 
vesalt  from  the  meeting  of  a  committee  so 
eonstiloted,  and  I  entered-  into  a  com- 
parison between  the  Resolutions  of  the 
committee  passed  in  May,  1809,  (re* 
idopted  in  IHIOJ)  and  those  passed  on  the 
dthof  July  tast.  I  observed,  that  ia  the 
former  all  representation  was  denied,  btit 
that  in  tbe  latter,  no  such  reserve  was 
made*  I  did  not  attempt  to  compare 
4i4lier  of  the  commteeea  with  those  of 
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former  days,  as  has  been  done  by  the 
learned  gentlenaan.  Lord  Fingall  would 
have  laughed  at  me  if  I  had  done  so,  for 
he  really  knows  something  of  Irelan^-^ 
Lord  Fingall  said,  that  he  was  of  opinion, 
that  the  addition  of  the  peers  and  the  pre- 
lates to  the  committee  would  give  such  a 
preponderance  to  the  loyal  and  temperate, 
that  no  roischief  need  be  apprehended. 
I  beg^  the  House  will  mark  the,  absordity 
of  this.  We  were  to  trust  to  the  high 
rank,  authority,  and  loyalty  of  the  peers 
and  prelates,  to  guard  us  against  the  mis- 
chief we  apprehended,  when  it  was  well 
known  that  in  the  preceding  year,  when 
the  •  committee  was  not  near  so  numer^ 
ous,  neither  lord  Fingall  nor  bis  friends 
could  check  the  violence  and  intemperance 
of  the  factious  part  of  it. 

I  reminded  his  lordship  of  what  passed 
last  year  in  the  committee,  when  he,  lord 
Firench,  and  others,  were  so  disgusted 
that  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  se- 
ceding. I  told  him  that  the  introduction 
of  ten  persons  from  each  eoanty  would, 
in  all  probability,  add  to  the  preponderance 
of  the  democratic  part  of  the  committee 
over  the  peers  and  prelates;  and  that 
therefore  I  was  convinced  he  would  not  be 
able  to  wield  this  great  machine,  having 
already  failed  in  giving  a  proper  direc* 
tion  to  a  lesser  one.  I  concluded  with  in- 
forming him,  that,  under  all  the  circum«> 
stances  of  the  case,  the  government  felt 
itself  bound  to  take  some  serious  steps  to 
avert  the  threatened  danger ;  that  these 
steps  would  not  be  taken  without  due  de- 
liberation ;  and  that  whatever  the  mea-^ 
sures  of  government  might  be,  his  lord- 
ship should  be  apprised,  of  them.  Th6 
interview  then  terminated. 

On  the  29th  of  July,  a  dispatch  was  re- 
ceived by  the  lord  lieutenant  from  minis* 
tarsi  in  answer  lo  the  6ne  which  I  before 
mentioned,  approving  of  every  thing  his 
grace  had  proposed,  and  recommending 
the  proceeding  by  proclamation.  The 
lord  chancellor  ot  Ireland,  the  attorney 
general  and  myself,  thought  that  the  mode 
of  proceeding  by  letter  was  preferable  to 
a  proclamation;  but  we  did  not  think 
proper  to  set  up  our  opinion  in  opposition 
to. that  expressed  by  ministers,  and. we 
thougdt  that  by  proceeding  in  the  way 
recommended,  we  should  at  least  be  sure 
oi  the  approbation  of  those  who  in  tha 
preceding  session  had  told  us  that  onr 
great  euror  was  in  not  havingissued  a  pro* 
damaticm.  I  wrote  to  lord  Fingall  on 
tfaeSOthof  July^miMiiDg  an  interview 
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with  him  on  that  day,  and  his  lordship 
called  upon  me  accordingly.  A  council 
was  to  meet  in  the  afternoon,  in  order  to 
consider  «f  the  proclamation.  I  beg 
pardon  of  the  House  for  going  into  these 
details,  but  they  are  necessary  because  so 
much  has  been  said  against  the  Irish  go-, 
▼emment  for  not  having  treated  the  Ca- 
tholics with  proper  attention,  that  it  is  fit 
the  House  should  know  the  facts  and 
decide  for  itself. 

■  Sir,  a  long  confersation  ensued  between 
lord  Fingall  and  myself,  nearly  similar  to 
that  which  took  place  on  the  25th.  I 
stated  to  him  the  measure  that  was  about 
to  be  adopted,  and  just  as  we  were  upon 
the  point  of  separating,  the  lord  lieutenant, 
and  the  lord  chancellor,  accidentally  came 
into  the  room.  His  grace  with  great 
condescension  addressed  lord  Fingall, 
and  expressed  his  sentiments  respecting 
the  danger  of  the  meeting,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  an  interference  on  the  part  of  go- 
▼ermnent*  The  Lord  Chancellor  also 
spoke  to  the  same  effect. 
'  Sir,  I  then  felt  it  my  duty  to  8a3r — 
"Your  lordship  has  heard  the  opinion 
of  the  lord  lieutenant,  and  of  the  lord 
chancellor — You  are  already  acquainted 
with  the  opinion  of  the  law-officers  of 
this  country ,— and  I  have  informed  you 
to-day  that  the '  law-officers,  as  well  as 
the  cabinet  ministers,  of  England,  concur 
in  thinking  that  your  proceedings  are  in 
all  their  steps  contrary  to  law,  and  highly 
dangerous  to  the  state.  I  ask  your  lord- 
sbip,  whether  the  lord  lieutenant,  with 
the  collective  opinions  of  the  law*ofi^cers 
of  the  crown  in  both  countries,  upon  the, 
law,  and  with  the  opinions  which  he 
entertain^,  in  common  with  the  British 
cabinet,  upon  the  danger,  can  be  justi- 
fied i^  suffering  the  committee,  to  perse* 
▼ere  in  their  attempts  to  assemble  with 
impunity? — And  I  put  it  to  you,  who» 
as  a  man  of  high  rank  and  property, 
must  be  deeply  interested  in  tne  peace 
and  prosperity  of  the  country,  whether 
you  will  now  persist  in  lending  your 
sanction  to  these  proceedings ;  I  put  it 
to  your  lordship  whether  you  will  suffer 
yourself  to  be  led  into  measures  that 
must  endanger  the  tranquillity  of  the 
country  V 

Sir,  my  lord  Fingall  was  assured  that 
there  could  not  be  a  grosser  misrepresent*- 
ation  than  that  which  had  been  asserted 
in  the  factious  prints,  that  the  Irish  go^ 
vemment  wished  to  prevent  th^  Roman 
Catholics  from  petitioning^    He  was  in- 


formed that  if  they  vrished  to  cftll  an 
Aggregate  meeting,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  propriety  of  presenting  a 
petition  to  parliament,  vuch  a  meeting 
might  be  held ;  but  that  the  committee 
must  liot  sit  from  day  to  day,  debating 
and  promulgating  doctrines  which  could 
not  but  bt  dangerous  to  the  state,  and 
must  create  agitation  in  every  part  of  Ire- 
land. The  lord  lieutenant  told  him,  that, 
so  far  from  impeding  the  Catholics  in  the 
fair  exercise  of  their  right  of  petitioning, 
he  would  even  give  them  a  room  in  the 
castle  to  meet  in,  if  they  wanted  accom- 
modation; but,  added  bis  grace,  do  not 
lend  yourself  to  people  who  are  forcing 
on  measures  that  will  probably  a£R^ 
yourselvesi  and  endanger  the  peace  of  the 
country. 

Sir,  at  this  meeting  lord  Fingall  de« 
sired  that  I  would  write  him  a  letter, 
expressive  of  the  determination  of  go- 
vernment, (hat  he  might  lay  it  before  the 
Catholic  committee;  and  I  wrote  him 
one  accordingly,  which  has  been  published 
in  all  the  newspapers.  This  letter  has 
been  represented  as  an  iusuh  to  lord 
Fingall^  and  it  has  also  been  asserted  that 
his  lordship  and  the  Catholic  body  had 
been  taken  by  surprize,  and  that  they  had 
no  intimation  of  the' intentions  of  govern* 
ment  to  interfere.  I  really  wish  that  when 
persons  are  so  anxious  to  bring  forward 
charges,  they  would  condescend  previ* 
ously  to  ascertain  facts.  I  wish  that 
they  would  recollect  that  those  who 
compose  the  government  of  Ireland  are 
men  of  honour ;  that  they  have  charac- 
ters to  maintain ;  characters,  I  will/ add, 
that  stand  as  high  as  any  of  those  by 
whom  they  are  accosed:  and  that  those 
characters  ought  not  to  be  assailed  by  as- 
sertions which  had  not  the  slightest  foun- 
dation in  truth. 

Sir,  notwithstanding  all  that  had  passed, 
lord  Fingall,  the  very  next  day,  sat  in 
the  chair  at  a  meeting  of  the  committee, 
at  which  the  following  Resolutions,  among 
others,  were  agreed  to  :— 

1.  ''  Resolved,  'That  the  Catholic  com* 
mittee,  baring  adjourned  on  the  25th  Jnly 
to  the  19th  October  J  811,  have,  notwith* 
standing,  deemed  it  expedient  to  hold  an 
extraordinaiy  m^thig  on  this  31st  day  of 
July,  in  consequence  of  a  communication 
from  government  to  the  earl  of  Fingalt 
dkted  Uie  SOth  jnst.  to  the  following  eflfect: 
«-^  That  a  privy  cooncil  was  to  be  as- 
*'  sembled^  to  take  into  consideration  the 
«'  expediency  of  uiiiing  a  proclanratioBf 
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*^  declarttory  of  the  law»  he.  &c. ;  and 
**  likewise  of  the  covrse  to  be  pursued 
**  to  ensure  iu  obser? uice/' 

'*  ResoWedy  That  this  commiUee,  rely  iog 
OD  the  constitutional  right  of  the  subject 
to  petition  the  legislature,  in  the  way 
aad  manner  specified  in  a  resolution  to 
that  efifect,  passed  at  the  last  aggregate 
meeting  of  their  body,  do  now  determine 
to  continue  and  persevere  in  the  constitu«, 
tiopal  course  they  have  maturely  adopted, 
for  the  sole,  express,  and  specific  purpose 
of  preparing  a  petition  or  petitions  to 
parliament  tor  their  full  parUcipation  of 
the  riffhu  of  the  constitution,  and  that, 
in  so  doing,  thev  not  only,  in  their  opi- 
nion, do  not  violate,  but  act  in  siricit  con- 
formity with  iu  soundest  principle/' 
And  they  resolved  also  "  That  the  Resolu- 
ti<^is  of  the  aggregate  meeting  of  the 
Catholics,  held  on  the  0th  of  July,  should 
be  re-published  /'  {[Here  aome  gentlemen 
OB  the  opposite  side  of  the  House  cried 
kear,  hear !]  I  am  glad  to  find  that  gen- 
tlemen are  so  well  disposed  to  hear ;  if 
they  mean  by  that  cheer  to  set  up  the 
opinion  of  this  meeting  against  that  of  the 
Irish  government  of  the  law-officers  of  the 
crown,  and  of  the  court  of  King's  bench, 
they  are  at  liberty  to  do  so.  But  I  hope 
and  believe  the  country  will  pause  before 
it  draws  similar  conclusions. 

Thus,  then,  the  itouse  will  perceive 
after  the  proclamation  had  been  issued, 
and  every  effort  had  been  made  to  apprize 
lord  Fingall  of  the  illegality  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, the  Catholics  entered  into  new, 
and  re-published  their  former  Resolu- 
tions, in  defiance  of  the  law,  and  in  total 
disregard  of  all  the  high  authorities  I  have 
stated. 

The  House,  Sir,  is  now  in  possession  of 
the  facts ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that,  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  will 
be  of  opinion,  that,  if  the  lord  lieutenant 
had  not  enforced  the  law,  he  would  have 
been  guilty  of  a  gross  dereliction  of  his 
duty. 

After  the  issuing  of  the  proclamation,  a 
great  ferment  was  excited  in  Ireland;  the 
government  was  assailed  from  all  quarters, 
and  particularly  by  the  factious  prints, 
with  the  grossest  abuse ;  and  the  most 
violent  of  the  agitators  proceeded  to  have 
meetings  held  in  the  different  counties  of 
Ireland,  for  the  purpose  of  makipg  the 
people  believe  that  the  elections  were 
«oing  on»  according  to  the  resolutions  of 
the  CatboUcs :  in  fact,  .  however,  they 
«rere  hald  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  come 
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within  the  provisions  of  the  Convention 
act  The  intention  evidently  was,  to 
proceed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  have  it 
supposed  that  these  four  millions  of  Catho- . 
lies  had  peaceably,  and  without  oppo- 
sition, elected  representatives  to  manage 
their  afiairs  in  this  new  Committee. 
These  meetings  were  held  for  the  most 
part  during  tne  assizes,  but  they  were 
conducted  m  siich  a  manner  that  it  wai 
almost  impossible  to  find  out  what  passed, 
at  them.  Even  in  the  county  which  I 
have  the  honour  of  representing,  where  it 
may  naturally  be  supposed  I  have  some 
interest,  and  could  obtain  the  earliest  in^ 
formation,  two  days  elapsed  before  I  could 
get  a  copy  of  their  resolutions.  Attemots 
were  daily  made  to  make  the  people  be- 
lieve  that  the  elections  were  going  on 
publicly,  and  in  opeii  defiance  of  the.  go- 
vernment and  of  the  law.  The  ^ct,  how- 
ever, Wjas,  that  they  did  not  venture  to  act 
in  open  opposition  to  the  law  in  any  one 
county,  after  the  issuing  of  the  proclama- 
tion, except  in  the  county  of  Meath,  where 
lord  Fingall  presided,  in  consequence  q£ 
which,  proceedings  were  ordered  against 
his  lordship,  and  some  of  the  other  leading 
persons  who  were  present  It  had  been 
insinuated  that  the  magistrates  were  afraid 
to  act,  though  the  Catholics  openly  violat- 
ed the  law ;  but  this  wat  not  the  fact 
The  meetings  were  held  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  keep  within  the  letter  of  the  law. 

Sir,  I  can  mention  a  curious  instance  to 
prove  this  assertion : — ^There  was  a  gen- 
tleman (whose  name,  I  have  no  doubt, 
will  be  received  by  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  with  a  cheer)  I  mean  major 
Bryan,  who  was  sent  over  here  last  year 
with  an  address  to  the  Prince  Regent, 
signed,  as  it  had  been  stated,  by  29,000 
persons,  for  the  removal  of  the  duke  of 
Kichmond,  and  of  his  chief  secretary. 
From  the  language  ^md  conduct  of  this 
gentleman,  it  might  naturally  have  been 
supposed  that  here  was  a  stout  champion^ 
who  would  have  boldly  expounded  the 
law  in  a  way  difierent  nom  that  adopted 
hy  government :  but  what  was  the  fact? 
When  the  proclamation  of  the  Irish  go- 
vernment was  stuck  up  at  Kilkenny,  I  was 
informed  that  major  Bryan  had  posted  up  . 
one  of  his  manifostoes  along  side  of  it ;  and 
we  were  told  by  the  newspapers  that  the 
proclamation,  from  that  moment,  was  no 
better  than  waste  paper. — I  certainly  then 
thought  that  this  sreat  champion,  by  this 
proceeding,  was  determined  on  grappling 
with  the  goTcnuoent,  and  disputing  thf 
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Vd1icU(y  of  its  proclamation.  I  nataraHy 
concluded  that  the  gallant  officer's  Notice 
would  have  run  thus : — "  Whereas  a  meet- 
ing of  the  CathoHcs  of  Ireland  was  held 
on  the  Dth  July  last,  at  which  It  was  re* 
solved/ that  ten  representatives  should  be 
elected  in  each  county  in  Ireland;  and 
whereas  a  proclamation  has  been  issued 
by  government,  stating,  that  such  elec- 
tions are  in  direct  violation  of  the  €k>nTen* 
tton  act^  now  we,  being  of  opinion  that 
such  proclamation  is  not  in  itself  jastified 
by  Jaw,  are  determined  to  meet,  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  the  said  representa- 
tives. We  therefore  call  on  the  inhabi- 
tiarits  of  the  county  and  city  of  Kilkenny 
to  assemble  on  the  6tb  August,  in  order  to 
proceed  to  the  said  eleetion.''—- But  what. 
Sir,  was  my  surprise, when  I  inquired  into 
the  nature  of  the  gallant  major's  notice, 
and  found,  that,  instead  of  its  being  an 
open  arowal  of  his  carrying  the  resolutions 
of  the  Catholics  into  effect,  it  was' only  «b 
innocent  paper,  requiring  a  general  meet- 
ing of  the  Catholics  of  the  county  and  city 
of  Kilkenny,  on  the  6th  of  August,  "  to 
^  take  into  considerMion  the  propriety  of 
**  concurring  with  the  general  petition  of 
^  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  and  adopting 
^  those  measures  necessarily  connected 
•'  with  petitioning:"— The  Resolution  of 
the  Catholics  was  to  elect  ten  representa- 
tives; instead  of  which  the  meeting  at 
Kiikenfty,"  contented  itself  with  passing 
nine  resolutions,  which  were  quite  as  inno- 
cent as  the  gallant  major's  notice. 

There  was  another  curious  meeting  of 
the  same  khid  at  Waterford  :  a  right  hon. 
J>aronet  (sir  J.  Newport)  attended  it,  andl 
inade  a  good  common-place  speech  about 
Catholic  emancipation;  but  did  he,  like 
k  good  privy  counsellor,  advise  those 
whom  he  was  addressing,  to  consider  how 
far  they  might  be  guilty  of  violating  the 
law  ?  However,  not  seeing  the  right  hon. 
baronet  in  his  place,  I  stmll  not  animad- 
vert any  more  upon  what  passed  at  that 
meeting. 
.  I  cohie  now  to  that  part  of  the  subject 
.  on  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to  say  a 
word  or  two  on  the  issuing  of  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice's  warrant.  Sir,,  it  would  be 
presumptuous  in  me  to  enter  into  any  dis* 
cussion  upon  the  legal  part  of  the  oues' 
^tion  ;  I  shall  leave  that  to  be  argued  by 
my  learned  friends  near  me.  I  shall  only 
observe,  that  it  was  impossible  for  the 
lord  lieutenant  to  receive  the  construction 
of  the  law  from  any  body  but  the  law^ 
officers  of  the  crown,  and  it  affords  me 


great  -satisfactton  to  find  their  opinion 
confirmed  by  the  unanimous  docision  of 
the  t:ourt  of  King's  bench.  I  think  it  ne- 
cessary, however,  to  vindicate  the  charac- 
ter of  the  lord  lieuteoant,  and  those  who 
had  the  honour  to  advise  him,  from  one  of 
the  foulest,  and  basest,  and  falsest  asper- 
sions that  ever  was  thrown  out  against  taiy 
public  men  ;  I  allude  to  what  has  been 
said  respecting  the  signature  of  the  war- 
rant by  the  lord  chief  justice.  It  has 
been  said,  I  understand,  that  the  lolpd 
chief  justice  was  a  man  of  the  highest  in- 
tegrity and  talents,  and  not  likely  to  have  - 
taken  sucb  a  step,  but  that  it  was  by  the 
'  contrivance'  of  the  Irish  aovernment 
that  he  was  induced  to  sign  the  warrant. 
What  is  meant  by  the  word  '  contrivance^' 
It  must  mean  something  improper  ;«^it 
means  that  the  lord  chief  justice  had  beeir 
induced  by  management  or  by  trick  to  do 
something  that  he  would  not  othorwiae 
have  done.  Now,  what  was  the  plain 
fact  ?  When  it  was  determined  to  procoed 
against  persony  supposed  to  have  trans- 
gressed the  law,  all  hiformaiions  of  coarse 
were  bronght  to  me  in  my  official  capa- 
city, and  limmedittely  sent  them  to  the^ 
crown  solicitor,  in  order  that  they  ^^igj^* 
be  laid  before  the  lavr-officers.  ^  llie 
crown   lawyers  recommended   that   the 

Cersons  who  bad  violated  the  law  should 
t  proceeded  against,  and  they  at  the 
same  time  recommended  that  the  warranl 
which  was  to  be  issued  against  tiiefli 
should  be  signed  by  the  lord  chief  jastiee> 
stating  it  to  be  the  common  practice 
in  matters  of  great  moment,  esrpeciaily  in 
a  case  where  the  law  had  been' so  openly 
violated,  that  a  chief  justice's  warrant 
should  be  issued,  and  being^  of  opinion^ 
that  the  solemnity  of  this  proceeding, 
might  have  the  beneficial  edect  of  deter  ing 
others  from  following  a  similar  course^ 
This,  Sir,  is  the  true  state  of  the  case,  and 
this  was  the*  *  contrivance'  used  by  tlie 
Irish  government  to  induce  tbe  ohtef  jua- 
tice  to  affix  his  signature  to  the  warrant! 
I  never  saw  the  chief  justice's  warrant  ex- 
cept in  print;  and  whether  he  was  right 
or  wrong,  is  not  for  tne  to  say ;  it  is  suffix 
cienc  for  me  to  have  stated  the  facts. 

Tbe  hon.  and  If  arnad  gentleman*  baa 
alluded'  to  what  fell  from  n>e,  last  year, 
when  I  said  that  I  had  not  recommended 
the  uking  the  benefit  ofthe  chief  juelice^a 
opinion  at  a  cooncili  or  giving  his  antbe* 
rity  to  a  proclamation^ ;  because,  if  any 
person  were  to  be  tried-  far  .offiuidliig- 
against  the  law^  he  would  probably  be 
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tbeir  j«4ge ;  md  1  did  not  wiA  lo  ibrow 
a  ftMiin  Ml  ib€  parity  oC  a  court  pf  justice ; 
and  the  learned  gentleman  asktd^  why  we 
had  not  now  proceeded  upon  the  eanie 
principle  }  It  is  very  troe,  that  I  did  use 
the  words  the  learned  gentleman  has  read, 
aihd  from  the  appearance  of  the  paper 
from  which  he  read  them,  I  suspect  it  is 
the  same  that  was  used,  for  a  similar  pur- 
pose, in  another  place.  But  the  learned 
gentleman  has  forgot  to  state  to  the  House, 
as  the  other  person  did,  who  had  quoted 
my  speech,  that  the  observation  was  made 
in  reply  to  a  remark  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Ponsonby)  oppo- 
site to  me  ;  that  if  we  had  proceeded  by 
proclamation,  we  might  hate  had  the  be« 
nefit  of  the  chief  justice's  opinion,  and  all 
the  weight  of  his  authority.  Sir,  there  is,  in 
fact,  a  most  material  difference  between 
the  two  cases ;  in  the  former,  the  chief 
justice  would  have  actually  been  called 
upon  to  gi?e  an  opinion  upon  the  legal 
gailt  Or  innocence  of  the  parties,  before 
the  period  of  trial,  whereas  the  issuing  of 
the  warrantinrolyed  no  opinion  whatever; 
but  was  merely  an  act  performed,  in  the 
r^ular  and  ordinary  discharge  of  his 
official  duty,  as  a  magistrate.  Another 
material  di&rence  between  the  two  cases 
is,  that  before  the  issuing  the  proclama- 
tioa>  &nd  the  lord  chief  justice's  warrant, 
the  Irish  government  had  had  the  sanction 
of  parliament  for  nhe  whole  af  their  pro- 
ceedings, as  well  as  ti>v  their  construction 
of  the  Convention  Act. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  raise  a 
clamour  against  the  Irish  government,  for 
proceeding  against  lord  Fingalf;  and  it 
has  been  represented  in  the  newspapers, 
here  to  night,  and  in  another  place,  as  an 
imentionai  insult  to  the  whole  Catholic 
body.  This  is  an  objection  that  I  did  not 
expect  to  hear,  from  those  who  profess  to 
be  advocates  for  the  «qual  and  impartial 
administration  of  justice.  Upon  what 
principle  of  justice,  I  beg  to  ask,  could  the 
Irish  government,  in  a  case  where  persons 
of  iiigh,  and  persons  of  low  rank,  had 
equally  violated  the  law,  pass  by  the  for- 
mer, and  prosecute  the  latter  ?  It  appears 
to  me^  that  if  any  difference  was  to  be 
aiadei  the  person  of  rank  and  fortune  ought 
rather  to  be  the  person  prosecuted,  be- 
cause he  has  the  n^eans  of  knowing  bet- 
ter, and  -his  example  is  more  likely  to  be 
productive  of  mischief.  But  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant admitted  of  no  such  distinctions. 
He  knows  only  those  ilrho  obey,  and  those 
Who  violftte  the  law.    He  makes  no  dif- 


fcMnca  betwifcn  peer  and  peaHuit^  be- 
tween Catholic  and  Protestant. 

Sir,  there  is  one  point  of  view  in  whitk 
this  subject  has  struck  me,  that  I  baf 
leave  lo  state  to  the  House.     We  are  ac- 
cused of  madness,  folly,  and  intemperance, 
because,  under  the  authority  of  the  advice 
of  the  law-officers  of  the  crown,  in  both 
countries,  we  endeavoured  to  put  down  a 
complete    convention,    representing   the 
three  estates  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Ireland  ;    a .  convention,  in  which  there 
were  persons  who  have  shewn  that  they 
would  not  atop  at  any  thing  short  of  a  se-> 
paration  of  the  two  countries.  [Here  some 
gentlemen  on   the  other  side  expressed 
their  dissent]     If  gentlemen  will  take  the 
trouble  of  reading  the  debates  of  the  Corn- 
mittee,  they  will  find  that  separation  was 
diitinctly.  and  openly  recommended,  and 
that  every  argument,  every  topic  of  de- 
clamation, that  ingenuity  could  sugge^ 
was  made  use  of  to  throw  the  two  coun- 
tries into  confusion,  and  to  set 'the  people 
of  Ireland  against  those  of  Bngland.    I  put 
it  to  the  House,  whether,  if  the  Irish  go- 
vemment  believed  that  to  be  the  case,  and 
that  they  had  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers 
of  the  crown  justifying  that  presumption, 
they  would  not  have  been  justly  censured, 
had  they  allowed  the  convention  to  sit  in 
the  city  of  Dublin  ?  Could  the  convention 
have  been  suffered  to  sit  from  day  to  day, 
with  any  degree  of  propriety,  or  without 
manifest  danger  to  the  public  tranquillity  ? 
Suppose  the  Irish  government  had  vainly 
believed,  that  it  could  have  sat  witheut 
danger,  that,  contrary  to  the  opinion  6f 
the  law-officers  of  the  crown,  they  had 
allowed  it  to  meet ;  and  suppose,  that  by 
the  intemperance  of  any  one  individual, 
blood  had  been  shed,  or  any  mischief  had 
ensued ;  what  then  wduM  have  been  said- 
of  that  government  ?   i  ask,  whether  the 
gentlemen  opposite  to  me,  #oold  not  have 
been  the  6rst  to  accuse  us,  and  justly  too, 
for  having  grossly  neglected  our  duty, 
and  endangered  the  safety  of  the  state  ? 
Will  any  man  tell  me,  that  an  assembly, 
constituted  like  the  one  which  I  have  de* 
scribed,  without  a  crown  fo  dissolve,  witli^ 
out  a  speaker  to  restrain  it,  could  sit  in  the 
city  of  Dublin,  without  endangering  the 
public    tranquillity  ?    What  justification 
coufd  the  Irish  government  have  offered, 
if  they  had  allowed  this  convention  to  sit, 
and  any  mischief  had  ensued  ?  Would  not 
the  gentlemen  opposite  to  me  have  said, 
you  knew  that  this  was  in  illegal  meet- 
ing;  the  law  officers  of  the  crown  told 
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you  it  wit  an  illegal  meeting;  they  ad- 
vised you  to  proceed,  and  tbey  pointed 
out  the  means  with  which  the  constitution 
bad  invested  yon  to  puf  down  such  meet- 
ings. Yon  have  neglected  your  daty  by 
net  taking  this  advice,  and  yon  are  re- 
sponsible for  the  mischiefs  that  hare  oc* 
curred.  What  answer  could  the  Irish  go* 
yernment  have  made  to  such  a  charge  ? 
I  have  not  put  an  extreme  case,  and  un* 
less  party  spirit  and  political  hostility 
have  destroyed  all  candour,  the  gentle- 
men^  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  must 
admit,  that  we  could  not  have  adopted  a 
different  course  consifltentiv  with  our  duty. 
^  Sir,  I  had  before  heard  of  the  opinion 
given  this  night  by*the  learned  gentleman 
on  the  Convention  act,  and  indeed,  I  have 
seen  it ;  but  I  never,  till  to-night,  knew  on 
what  grounds,  and  by  what  arguments,  he 
intended  to  defend  that  opinion.  I  n6w 
perceive  that  he  has  read,  with  some  care, 
tlie  speech  of  Mr.  Burrowes,  on  Dr.  She- 
ridan's trial,  as  reported  by  Mr.  Ridgeway. 
I  wish  he  had  read  a  little  farther.  J 
wish  he  had  perused  the  eloquent  and 
convincing  answer  of  the  Solicitor-Ge- 
neral;, he  would  have  found  a  complete 
refutation  of  the  opinion  he  hu  now  ex- 
pressed, and  the  true  spirit  and  meaning 
of  the  Convention  act  accurately  pointed 
out. 

I  will  now  advert  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  Committee,  from  which  it  will  be  ma« 
nifest,  that  they  were  conscious  they  were 
acting  illegally.  Lord  Fiogall  knew  that 
if  the  Committee  attempted  to  meet,  it 
was  the  determination  of  government  to 
disperse  it.  On  the  19th  of  October  the 
Committee  was  to  meet :  it  did  meet,  and 
there  was  a  kind  of  race  between  them 
and  the  magbtrates.  Lord  Fingall  was 
not,  according  to  th^  depoHitions  made 
on  oath  by  the  two  peace  officers  who  at- 
tended, above  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  in  the 
chair,  when  the  meeting  broke  up.  On 
the  23d  of  December,  the  Committee  was 
to  assemble  again.  It  met  accordingly, 
but  government  was  then  more  on  the 
alert,  and  dispersed  the  meeting.  The 
magistrate  who  was  employed  on  this  oc- 
casion, had,  it  was  admitted  on  all  hands, 
conducted  himself  in  the  mildest  and  most 
conciliating  manner.  This  gentleman, 
when  he  entered  the  meeting,  asked  lord 
Fingall^  who  was  in  the  chair,  if  that  was 
the  Catholic  Committee  ?  If  they  thoeght 
they  were  acting  legally,  the  answer 
wodd  have  been  directly  in.  the  affirma- 
tive: but  what  was  the  answer?   Lord 
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Fingall  said,  "  we  are  met  here  for  law- 
ful purposes.''  The  magistrate  wa» 
obliged  to  .cross-examine  his  lordship,  and 
Mr.  O'Connell,  the  barrister,  was  at  his 
elbow,  cautioning  him  against  committing 
himself  by  his  answers.  Surely,  this  was 
not  the  conduct  of  men  conscious  of  their 
innocence,  and  convinced  that  they  were 
acting  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  the 
land.  I  Kee  my  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Whit- 
bread)  opposite,  taking  notes— I  am  sure 
he  would  not  have  acted  in  such  a  manner 
-~he  would,  if  conscious  that  he  was  acting 
constitutionally  and  legally,  have  avowed 
in  a  manly  way,  the  object  of  the  meeting, 
and  he  would  have  defied  any  one  to  in- 
terrupt them.— Sir,  the  sovernment  of 
Ireland  would  have  proved  itself  most  in- 
efficient indeed,  if  it  had  been  satisfied 
with  mere  formal  declarations,  without  en- 
deavouring to  ascertain  vrhat  was  the  real 
object  and  intention  of  the  people  whose 
conduct  they  were  watching. 

I  should  observe,  that  a  few  days  be- 
Tore  the  Committee  was  dispersed,  a  din- 
ner was  given,  as  it  was  described,  to  the 
Friends  of  Religious  Liberty.  At  this 
dinner  a  number  of  very  respectable  Pro- 
testant gentlemen  attended,  and  great 
pains  were  taken,  and  a  great  deal  of  art 
used,  to  make  it  appear,  that  they  had 
given  their  countenance,  to  the  illegal 
meeting  which  was  about  to  be  held.  I 
am  far  from  believing,  that  any  of  the 
Protestant  gentlemen  who  attended  had 
any  intention  of  giving  their  sanction  to 
a  violation  of  the  law;  but  such  was' the 
construction  which  was  artfully  put  upon 
their  attendance,  upon  that  occasion. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  23d  December,^ 
there  were  about  300  delegates  present^ 
according  to  the  best  information  that 
could  be  collected.  After  they  bad  been 
dispersed,  in  the  manner  which  I  h^ve. 
stated,  they  immediately  repaired  to  an- 
other place,  wheref  they  assembled  in. 
smaller,  but  still  in  considerable  numbers. 
The  magistrate  followed  them  thither,  and 
asked  them  if  they  were  an  adjourned 
meeting  of  the  Catholic  Committee  ?  They 
replied,  they  were  not ;  that  they  were 
merely  met  as  individuals ;  and  upon  that 
assurance  he  lefb  them  unmolested.  From 
this  it  was  obvious,  that  if  they  had  wished 
to  call  an  aggregate  meeting  to  consider 
their  petition,  they  would  not  have  been 
impeded.  In  fact,  they  did  determine  to 
call  an  aggregate  meeting,  and  it  assem- 
bled on  the  26th  of  December,  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning.     Those   dele<» 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


689] 


t^  Siait  of  Ireland. 


Fbb.  3,  1812. 


[690 


gates  who  bad  come  to  town  to  attend 
the  Committeei  having  remained  in  Dub- 
lin, were  alt  present  at  this  meeting. 
Now,  Sir,  if,  as  it  has  been  contended,  it 
was  necessary,  for  the  more  effectually 
preparing  the  petition,  to  have  the  assist- 
ance of  persons  from  all  parts  of  Ireland, 
here  an  opportunity  bad  offered  of  the 
most  favourable  nature.  Here  were  the 
ten  representatives  from  each  county,  and 
the  five  persons  from  the  parishes,  &c. 
•assembled  as  individuals,  and  assisted  by 
the  collective  wisdom  of  a  very  large  and 
respectable  body  of  Catholics.  Here  was 
no  fear  of  molestation  from  the  govern- 
ment. Here  lord  Fingall  was  in  the  very 
same  chair ;  Mr.  Hay  sat  as  secretary, 
-with  the  very  same  petition  in  his  pocket, 
which  he  was  about  to  read  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  23d,  when  it  was  dispersed ; 
irat  did  it  ever  occur  to  the  persons  pre- 
sent to  avail  themselves  of  a  combination 
so  fortunate^  if  the  object  really  was  to 
ascertain  the  opinions  ^m  all  quarters  of 
Ireland  on  the  terms  of  the  petition  }  no 
such  thing !  not  one  word  wiis  mentionod 
about  the  petition ;  their  time  ^Iras  occu- 
pied in  discussing  and  passing  a  set  of  vio- 
.  lent  Resolutions  against  the  Irish  Govern - 
inent,  and  in  establishing  a  board,  com- 
posed of  all  the  members  of  the  general 
Committee,  (which  has  never  yet  met,  as 
-far  as  I  can  learn,)  to  prepare  an  Address 
to  the  Prince  Regent.  They  then  ad- 
journed till  the  28th  February.  The  Re- 
solutions in  question  ctntained  some  vio- 
lent censures  against  the  duke  of  Rich- 
mond and  his  administration,  accusing 
bim  of  a  systematic  course  of  oppression 
against  the  Catholics.— [Mr.  Pole  then 
read  tha  following  Resolutions :] 

''Aggregate  Meeting. 

'f  At  a  very  numerous  Meeting  of  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  held  in  Dublin,  at 
the  Private  Theatre  in  Fishamble^street, 
on  Thursday,  the  26th  of  December  1811, 

''  The  Earl  of  Fingall  in  the  chair, 

-  '"  Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  us,  that 
the  general  Committee  of  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland,  appointed  and  assembled  for  the 
aole  and  constitutional  purpose  of  prepar- 
ing petitions  to  the  legislature,  on  behalf 
of  the  Catholic  people,  and  possessing  the 
•confidence,  esteem,  and  reverence  of  Irish- 
t-men  of  all  persuasions,  have  been  forcibly 
and  illegally  obstructed  and  ouiraged  by 
the  orders  of  his  grace  Charles  duke  of 
RicbBiond,  the  present  chief  governor  of 


Ireland,  in  conjunction  with  other  persoM 
exercising  the  civil  government  therein, 
and  their  prominent  legal  advisers.  - 

"  Resolved,  That  in  the  measures  pur- 
sued by  the  administration  of  Ireland  for 
some  years,  we  have  observed,  with  regret 
and  indignation,  a  spirit  of  progremive  in- 
temperance, and  exasperating  intolerance, 
arising  from  the  impolicy  of  those  rulers, 
as  well  as  from  their  ignorance  of  the 
country  they  have  undertaken  to  govern." 

Sir,  these  Resolutions  are  signed  by  lord 
Fingall.  I  really  feel  quite  ashamed  to 
trouble  the  House  so  much  at  length,  bat 
the  character  of  the  Irish  government  is  . 
implicated,  and  I  hope  I  shall  be  excused. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  fourteen  months  be- 
fore lord  Fingall  signed  the  retolutioQS 
which  I  have  just  reM,  that  noble  lord,  at 
a  meeting  of  freeholders  of  the  county  of 
Meath,  moved  a-  vote  of  thanks  to  lord 
Wellington.  Now»  if  during  the  time 
lord  Wellington  had  the  honour  of  being 
one  of  the  dtike  of  Richmond's  advisers, 
that  noble  duke  had  manifested  a  spirit  of 
"  progressiva  intemperance  and  exaspera- 
ting intolerance''  against  the  Roman  Ca* 
tholics,  lord  Fhfigall,  most  undoubtedly, 
would  not  have  proposed  such  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  lord  Wellington.  It  follows 
then,  of  course,  that  all  that  intemperance 
and  intolerance  must  have  beenmanifested 
during  the  time  I  have  had  the  honour  of 
being  one  of  his  grace's  confidential  advi- 
sers. Now  I  will  challenge  any  man, 
whatever,  to  bring  forward  a  single  in- 
stance of  intolerance  on  my  part  tdwards 
the  Roman  Catholics—nothine  Will  gtvie 
me  more  satisfaction  than  to  have  every 
measure,  which  'I  have  recommended, 
examined  with  the  utmost  rigour.  Is  the 
repeal  of  the  Insurrection  Act  a  proof  of 
intolerance?  Is.  the  modification  of  .the 
Arms  Act,  by  which  very  consideraUe 
powers  were  taken  from  the  magistrates,  a 
proof  of  such  a  disposition  ?  By  the  latter 
act,  as  it  at  fiirst  stood,  magistrates  were 
authorised  to  enter  any  house  to  search  for 
arms,  of  their  own  authority,  and  without 
any  information  on  oath.— By  the  amend- 
ed act,  that  power  is  taken  away  from 
them,  and  the  whole  responsibility  thrown 
upon  the  government.  IstheGaol  Act,  the 
benefit  of  which  has  been  unive^lly  felt 
aikl  acknowledged,  a  proof  of  any  intole« 
rant  feeling  ?— I  have  carefolly  lookcMl 
over  all  iht  prominent  measures  of  the 
duke  of  Richmond's  administration,.andI  - 
cannot  trace  any  one  act  which  deserted 
thosa  epithets ;  and  I  am  sure  thai  I  can 
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aftert  vfritb  safely,  that  his  grace  never 
meant  to  act  towards  tbat  part  of  hU  Ma- 
jesty^* 8ut;ye<?ts,  wboie  case  is  under  consi- 
deration, tnit  with  the  utmost  mildness  and 
conciliation.  If  any  gentleman  is  disposed 
to  opntrof  ert  my  assertion,  let  bim  state 

f  tbe  cese  in  whicb  tbe  duke  of  Richmond's 
administration  has  manifested  any  symp- 
lOBS  of  intolerance*  and  J  will  answer  bim, 
and  shew  by.  tbe  most  decisive  documents 
that  the.  charge  is  unfounded. 

In  order  that  the  House  may  see  tbe 
spirit  with  which  these  things  are  condud- 
eid,  I  win  read  two  Refolotions  which 
were  paased  i|i  September  1810«  at  an  9g- 
gregate  meetiag  of  the  freeholders  and  otti- 
awnsof  Duhlin«  held  for  the  purpose  of 
petifctooing  for  tbe  repeal  of  tbe  Union.  A 

.  great  nun^r  of  Catholic  ffentlemen  were 
present;  among  others^  Mr.  O'Connel, 
wko  look  an  active  part  upon  that  octa* 
aioa,  as  well  as  at  tbe  meeting  in  December 
laat»  when  the  violeni  ReaohitioBs  against 
tbe  dnke  of  Richnaond  were  passed.— The 
Reaolutions  I  am  saw  aboot  to  read  were 
carried  with  acelanuition,  and  will  shew 
'the    opinion  than  entertained  by  thoee 

gentlemen,  of  the  duke  of  Richmond  and 
is   govemmeni.— I  will  not    give  any 
epithet  to  their  condiict,  but  leave  it  to  tlie 
public  to  decide  upon  its  coMistency. 
[Mr.  Pole  then  read  the  Resolutions:] 

«  REPEAL  OF  THE  UNION. 
^'Aggregate  Meeting. 

<'  Alt  an  Aggregate  Meeting  of  the  free- 
men  and  fireeholcters  of  the  city  of  Dobiin^ 
convened  pursuant  to  requisition,  held  at 
tbe  Royal  Escbange^  on  Tuesday  the  1 8th 
ofSMtMuber,  IdlO. 

"  Resolved  unaniuMHisly,  That  our  ex- 
.  cellent  and  amiable  viceroy,  bis  grace  the 
duke  of  Richmond,  has,  by  tbe  uniform 
Mnciliation  and  wisdom  of  his  conduct, 
merited  tbe  gratitude  and  thanks  of  the 
Irish  nation.  As  a  patron  of  public  insti- 
tutions»  as  a  friend  to  Irish  manufactures, 
as  an  upright  chief  governor,  combining  at 
once  suavity  of  demetnor  with  conetito- 
tional  moderation;  his  grace's  ministry 
iWill  be  long  remembered  with  a£fection 
and  esteem  by  every  loyal  Irishman. 

''Resolved  unanimously,  That  we,  tbe 
'  Wizens  of  Dublin,  in  Aggregate  Meeting 
legally  asseasblcd,  folly  impressed  with  a 
.  sense  of  his  grace's  many  virtues,  seize 
with  pleasure  this  public  opportunity  of 
reCurmng  our  grateibl  acknowledgments 
to  his  grace,  and  oCthus  reoordti^  our  nn- 
qtwdiiwl  appfobation  of  his  lieutenancy  in 
this  kingdom/' 


Sir,  having  concluded  'all  the  observa- 
tions which  I  have  to  tnake,  respecting 
the  conduct  of  the  Irish  government,! 
shall  now  say  a  few  words  respecting  the 
other  part  of  the  question,  namely,  the 
Catholic  claims.  I  wish  to  premise,  that 
it  has  never  fallen  to  my  lot  to  take  any 
part  in  the  debates  which  have  occurred 
from  time  to  time,  opdn  the  petitions  pre- 
ferred b/the  Roman  Catholics.  I  should 
have  been  very  glad,  if  a  motion  bad  been 
made,  to  bring  forward  the  question  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Irish  government  wtibont 
coupling  it  with  the  Catholic  question.  I 
should  have  been  gkd,  for  a  reason  which 
I  shall  presently  state»  to  have  been  able 
to  abstain,  while  I  atn  in  my  present  si- 
tuation, frooi  taking  any  part  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  that  question  ;  but  the  snbjecit 
are  this  night  so  blended^  that  it  is  impos- 
sible for  me  to  avoid  noticing  it.  Thboglt 
I  have  never  taken  any  part  in  the  debalea 
open  ihe  Catholic  claidis,til  have  aliraya 
voted  against  the  prayer  of  their  petition. 
When  I  nndertoolE  my  present  office,  X 
iek  that  it  was  most  desirablie,  that  any 
person  holding  it,  dhould  not  take  any  pait 
in  tbe  debates  relating  to  the  Catholics^ 
unless  he  was  prepared  to  recommend  aa 
alteration  of  the  law  in  their  Aivonr.. 

Sir,  it  is  tUeduty  of  the  lord  lieutenant 
to  see  that  equal  justice  is  distriboted,  bat ' 
it  is  not  bis  province  to  alter  the  constitn- 
tion.-^Eeeling  that  it  was  not  bis  province 
to  alter  thjB  constitution,  and  feeling  that  it 
was  not  the  proper  time  for  granting  any 
further  privileges  to  the  Roman  Cathotics, 
I  thought  it  si^cient  to  express  my  opi- 
nion, as  a  member  of  parliament  by  my 
vote;  and  I  thought  that  I  best  performed 
my  duty  by  attending  to  the  business  <>f 
my  office,  and  not  giving  a  ground  for 
saying  that  I  had  done  any  thing  that  was 
likely  to  throw  a  prejudice  on  the  Catbolie 
question.  Had  1  beeh  of  opinion  that  the 
prayer  of  the  Catholic  petition  oosht  to 
be  granted,  I  should  bsve  quitted  [  my 
office,  and  so  declared  myself. 

The  discussion,  however,  being  now 
forced  upon  me,  1  have  no  hesitation  inde- 
cfaring,  that  I  am  not  one  of  those  who 
think,  that  at  no  period  further  privilegee 
may  not  be  granted  to  the  Catholics  ;  bnt, 
at  the  same  time>  I  am  bound  to  declare, 
that  I  never  have  seen  any  plan  proposed 
which  afiorded  even  a  plausible  hope  tlMit 
the  claims  of  the  Catholics  cotdd  be  gmnfr- 
ed,  with  a  due  regard  to  tbe  safety  of  the 
establishments  in  church  and  states  it 
appean  to  ma  to  be  imposMble  i»  put  thn 
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Galholkf  apon .  thct  mam  fb^liaf^ 
wtib  t^  Pro^staaly,  wiilMMit  eadangeriiig' 
ihoBe  tstsbUslMiieiit^  But  laiife  opeata 
•onficlion,  and  I  migikt  appeal  to  my  con- 
doct  in  Ireland^  dtirhik  the  pericwl  o€  any 
wsideiice  tbere^ai  ^realpart  of  which  has 
Wia  passad  in  trottblasaknetiBMSy  whether 
I  have  c«er  ghren  any  ivasMi  to  suppcae, 
that  I  waa  iadiDed  to  go  one  kick  lurtlier 
agitiMt  the  Catholica-  than  was  actually 
nacatsarjr  to  p^ouet  the  conatiuitioB. 

^&kfi,  in  «iy  opiAkHi;  the Catfaoliot  have  now 
aiMnwd  a  tam,  and  adopted  a  Roe  of  con- 
ducty  which  vender  iiriaapostiMc  ft»rparli»> 
■Mnit  to  alter  their  coRditbo^  aa  long  aa 
ttoy  persist  in  the  saaea  eaiMt9e,atid  m^n- 
tain  the  same  meaacang^  attitode.  Ida 
not  meaQ  to  aicciise  tbeCathoKc  body  iteelf ; 
my  obtenrlitioiM  apply  to  the  cbaanitt^ ; 
bot  the  cbmoiitiee  beiag  declared  to  be  the 
organ  &f  th^  whole  Catholic  body,  they  are, 
of  eoorse,  inn^icated  in  etery  act  of  that 
eMmittete.  The  llodie  will  recollect, 
ftb^  in  the  Catholic  pvoeeedintfs  of  last 
year,  one  of  their  members  stated  tlie  pro- 
gress made  bv  the  sob-committee  of 
griOTaiices  In  their  report  on  the  penal 
■iws.  At  a  sobeequent  meeting,  it  was 
determined,  thai  500  copies  of  that  report 
afaoald  be  printed.  The  first  part  of  this 
.  #ork  has  been  published  by  Mr.  Fitapa^ 
tridr,  and  in  soch  a  manner  as  make[s  it 
evident,  that  it  has  the  sanctiop  of  the 
eomqiittee.-p'r think  it  impossible,  if  this 
book  has  the  authority  which  I  hare  stated 
it  to  hai^,  fbrany  one  to  say,  it  does  not 
conie  forward  as  the  deliberate  work  of 
the  Catholic  committee,  speaking  the  Ian* 
cuaj^  of  the  Catholic  body  ) — add,  if  so, 
M'ma  !ttire  no  man  ean  say  it  would  be  safe 
•r'j^per  to  graqt  what  Is  therein'  de> 
flianded. 

I  wit  1  just  stete  what  it  professes  to  be. 
lutifleis,  «^  A  Stateo^nt  oF'tbe  IN»nal 
LshfTB  which  ag^rievsr  vbe  CathoKes  of 
k«laad.*'----Has  airy  gentlentan  a  doubt  of 
itt'beinji'  the  proddttton  df  the  Catholie 
Committer  ?  f'  Yer,  I  have,*'  exckiftied^ 
Mr.  Pamell.]  The hon.  gtatlemah  doubts 
it;•doeabe^  I  think  iiean 'e)|stlv>  sfitisfy 
bifli  on  that  point  Tbenrport  or  thecoma 
aaitCa^ia  published  b^TltjEpatrick,  in  C^el, 
Street ;  now  I  beg  to  read  a  short  extract 
ivom  a  bookpubliahed  by  thesstme  persun, 
aMie  dnys  after,^  wd  compile  by  a  Mr. 
Htfrnvhen.  It  contaiiia  a  gf«at  ditel  'of 
nmuer  which  is  rery  amusing  1  it  ceataina 
fll  the  libels  that  were  written  against  md 
in  the  newspapers,  ih  tba  cenrso  ef^e 
Tear,  k  it  eAtitfad>  <»  Ailafcmcitt  oftfae 
(  VOL.  XXI.) 


Cadiolic  Cause,  from  the  issuing  of  Mr* 
Pole's  Circular  I>Uter  to  the  present  day.''  * 
The  passage  which  I  wish  to  read  is  aa 
follows  :  "  It  was  thought,  and  justly  too, 
that  the  people  of  England  were,  and  in« 
deed  stiU  are,  ignortot  of  the  nature  ami 
extent  of  the  restrictions  which  oppresa^ 
itbe  Catholics  of  Ireland,  and  that  even  tbo 
suffereis  themadres  were  n6t  aware  of  all 
the  priyattons  and  gricTances  to  which, 
they  were  and  are  liable*  The  report  of 
the  sub-committee  is,  we  uadisrstand,  folKi 
and  lumaaotts,  vConsisUng  of  124  sheets^ 
efincing  much  labour  and  research*  anc^ 
interspersed  with  a  highly-talented  com* 
ranBtasy.''  To  this  passage  is  annexed  the 
folbwinff  note : 

"  As  this  Report  of  the  sub-committee  o£ 
^rievancea  is  now  published  by  Fitapatrick, 
Capel  Street,  it  is  uaocoessary  to  enlarge 
upon  the  subject.'' 

After  this  statement,  I  think  no  doub^ 
cap  be  entertained  as  ^>  the  authenticity 
of  this  publication,  wl^ich  contains  a  most: 
exaggerated  account  of  the  grievances, 
u|Ddcr  which  the  Roman  Catholics  aro 
supposed  to  labour,  and  treats  with  con-  ' 
tempt  all  that  has  been  doUe  lor  that  body* 
•—^r.  Pole  then  read  the  following  exW 
tracts  from  the  work :— -''  The  Irish  Legisr 
latare  has  carefully  established  a   new 
ecclesiastical  board,  whose  province  it  it 
to  detect  Catholic  charities»  and  to  appiro- 
priate   their   funds,   when   detected   and 
seized,  to  the  better  maintenance  of  Pro* 
testant  institutions.    To  facilitate  this  ob* 
jeet,  a  special  corporation  has  been  em^^ 
bodied,  under  the  plausible  title  of  Coai-' 
misstoaers  of  Charitable  Bequests.    This" 
corporation  deserves  notice,  by  reason  of 
ita  alertness  in hunttngdown  Catholic  cba-' 
ritics.''-*-^  Thus  has  the  Irish  parliament,- 
in  the  last  year  of  its  existence,  solemnly' 
organised  a  powerful  jnqiTisitiQB,  vigilant^ 
and  eagefi  in  the  pursuit  of  its  )prey,  and 
armed  with  erery  necessary  autborit;^  for 
discofvering  and  seiaing  the  funds  destined 
by  dying    Catholics    for    the    mainte-^ 
namce  ai  the  pious,  and  the  p5br  of  their 
own  eomnranion.''—- ''  Suffios  it  to  sav»  rear 
pecting  th*  general  conduct  of  this  board; 
that  their  seai -and  aptivity  in   the  dis- 
charge   of  their   inquisttbrral    functions^. 
hate  completely  succeeded  in  frustratid^ 
every  sMfmpt  of  the  Irnb  Catholica  to* 
provide  any  permanent  maintenan^  for 
the  ministers  of  their  worship,  their  places 
of  education,  or  other  pious  or  charitable 
foundations.'^    • 

i  beg  laava  to  state  to  ti^^  Houafi#  thak 

(20) 
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the  commissioners  of  Charitable  BcmatioiiK 
thus  spoken  of,  consist  of  the  archbishops 
and  bishops,  the  lord  chancellor  and  the 
twelve  judges,  some  high  dignitaries  of 
the  church,  and  the  several  incambents  of 
tite  parishes  within  the  city  and  liberties 
of  Dublin.  The  commissioners  have  now 
existed  twelve  years  ;  daring  that  period, 
the  number  of  prosecutions  which  they 
have  instituted,  amount  only  to  fifteen,  all 
under  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General 
for  the  time  being;  and  of  these,  only  two 
have  been  brought  against  persons  of  the 
Catholic  religion.  The  House  will,  I  hope, 
forgive  me  if  I  state  shortly  the  nature  of 
the  two  cases  in  which  these  commis- 
sioners felt  themselves  bound  to  inter* 
fere:— 

The  commissioners,  npon  a  complaint 
made  to  them,  that  a  bequest  left  by  a 
Roman  Catholic  to  end6w  an  hospital  for 
Catholics,  had  not  been  carried  into  efiect, 
commenced  a  suit,  and  in  consequence  of 
their  interference;  the  hospital  has  been 
established^  and  is  now  a  most  well  regu- 
lated and  useful  charity,  in  a  country 
town,  in  which  such  an  institution  was 
much  wanted.  The  case  1  allude  to,  is 
Hooghton*s  hospital  at  New  Ross.  Here 
then  it  appears  that  the  commissionera 
carried  into  execution  the  charitable  in- 
tentions of  this  Catholic ! 

The  other  case,  where  a  prosecution 
was  recommended  by  Mr.  Plunket,  then 
Attorney  General,  was  that  of  a  Mrs. 
M^ry  Power,  of  Waterferd,  who  had  left 
a  large  sum  for  certain  charitable  uses; 
but,  this  money  being  lefl  to  two  Catholic 
bishops  and  their  successors  for  ever,  it 
became  a  question  whether  they  could  be 
legally  considered  as  a  corporation ;  and 
in  order  to  decide  this  point,  as  well  as  the 
legality  of  soqm  of  the  bequests,  Mr.  PInn* 
ket  recommended  an  application  to  the 
court  of  Chancery. '  However,  before  the 
liiatter  was  decided,  the  heir  at  law,  a  Ca- 
tholic, arrived  in  Ireland,  and  commenced 
a  prosecution  to  recover  the  property,  on 
the  ground  that  the  will  had  been -made 
under  undue  influence. — ^The  matter  I  un- 
derstand remains  still  undecided. 

The  remaining  prosecutions  were  all 
against  either  Protestants  or  Protestant 
IJIssenters,  to  compel  them  to  carry  into 
execution  certain  charitable  bequesu  en- 
trusted to  them. 

The  commissioners,  so  far  from  consi- 
dering-themselves  as  composing  the  "  in- 
quisition'' described  in  the  book,  and  so 
-nt  from  acting  in'  the  spirit  of  inquisitors. 


conceived  their  duty  to  be  merely  to  eB» 
force  all  charitable  t>equests,  be  they  Pro* 
iestani  or  Catholic*  By  the  law,  exucu* 
tors  are  bound  to  publish  in  the  gaeett* 
statements  of  all  charitable  donations  en« 
trusted  to  them;  but  in  many  instancea 
this  provision  had  been  neglected^  I  have 
at  the  same  time  to  remark,  that  the  com- 
oustioners  are  themselves  in  possession  of 
regular  returns  of  all  donations  left  by 
will,  which  are  furnished  to  them  from 
the  different  registry  offices,  which  retoma 
are  printed  every  second  year  and  distri- 
buted. I  have  examined  these  returns, 
which  contain  donations  f^r  every  apeciea 
of  Catholic  charitable  purposes  that  can 
be  imagined,  not  one  oif  which  has  been 
interfered  with  in  the  lightest  degree. 

Mr.  Pole  then  read  to  the  House  the 
following  instances  firom  these  returns: 

"  IBOO.^According  to  the  printed  re« 
turns  of  this  year,  William  Sawey  of  Down- 
patrick,  bequeathed  the  suih  of  1,000^  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  Colli^  of  May«> 
nooth/' 

<^  In  the  returns  of  the  same  year,Pft« 
trick  Power,  of  New  Ross,  left  the  profit* 
rent  of  a  house  for  the  upe  of  two  chapels 
near  Ross.'' 

"  1801.— The  Rev.  Mktc.  Lennon,  titn* 
lar  bishop  of  Dromore,  bequeathed  500L 
to  purchase  six  government  debentures, 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  daily 
mass  in  the  chapel  of  Newry,  in  perpetu** 
an^e ;  aiui  he  left  a  further  sum  of  500L 
for  the  erection  of  a  school  oontiguous  to 
the  chapel,  for  the  education  of  children 
of  poor  Catholics  only.'' 

"  1802.— William  Doran,  of  Wexford, 
gentleman,  left  unto  the  Rev.  James  Cnr- 
rin,  a  Roman  Catholic  parish  priest,  400^ 
for  building  and  supporting  a  charity 
school,  to  be  erected  at  the  rear  of  the 
chapel  of  Wexford,  in  the  church  yard,  r 
and  also  an  annuity  of  S5L  yearly,  m  the 
uses  and  purposes  which  he  had  directed 
in,  and  by  a  letter  or  memorandum  given 
by  him  to  Mr.  Currin/' 

"  1803.— Mr<.  Trench  left  a  sum  of 
money  to  say  masses  for  her  soul,  and  the 
souls  of  her  two  husbands,  besides  bequerts 
Vb  sevtti  Roman  Catholic  charity  schools 
in  the  city  of  Dublin." 

•€  1804.— Mrs.  Mathews,  of  UsherV 
quay,4eft  250/.  to  Maynooth  College,  and 
lOOi.  to  the  Roman  Catholic  school  of  St. 
Andrew's  parish;— and  Mr.  Bonfield,  of 
Limerick^  I  left  50oL  for  the  use  only  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  schools  in  Limerick." 

''  1805.— Edmund  ConneUan,  of  Cori% 
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after  leaving  •  trifting  aom  to  each  of  the 
chapels  in  the  citjr  of  Cork,  addf,  <  I  leare 
ny  executors  at  hberty  to  give  whatOTer 
they  please  to  father  Dennis  Sullivan,  to 
say  masses  for  mine  and  my  wife's  soel." 
''John  Reilly^of  Prospect,  in  the  county 
and  town  of  Drogheda,  left  to  Dr.  Richard 
Reilly  (the  titular  primate)  ISOO^  in  trust, 
to  be  applied  to  such  charitable  uses  as  he 
should  think  fit.'* 

'  «'  1810.— James  Baldwin  of  Macroom, 
county  of  Cork,  left  all  his  lands  and  tene- 
ments in  reversion,  to  Doctors  Shuegrue 
ttid  Moylan,  in  trust,  out  of  the  issues  and 
Tents  thereof,  to  dispose  of  the  sum  of  '4001. 
per  annum,  for  establbbing  a  school  6r 
achoob,  to  be  kept  by  Roman  Catholic 
clergymen,  in  the  parish  of  Kilnamartra, 
county  of  Cork,  for  instructing  poor  chil- 
dren in  the  religious  tenets  and  rules  of  the 
church  of  Rome.'' 

It  is  also  asserted  in  this  work,  that  **  all 
national  charities,  legtslatire  endowments, 
and  pious  funds,  are  absorbed  in  Protes- 
tant institutions,  and  monopolized  by  the 
ruling  class.''— Now  i  beg  the  House  for 
%  moment  to  consider  the  nature  of  these 
charitable  institutions,  and  gentlemen  will 
immediately  be  convinced  how  unfounded 
these  assertions  are.— The  first  charity  I 
shall  mention  is  the  House  of  Industry, 
where  Catholics  and  Prbtestants  are  indis- 
criminately received.    It  generaUv  con- 
tains about  S,000  persons,  who  being  ne- 
cessarily of  the  lower  orders  of  the  com- 
munity, the  great  majority  of  them  are  of 
course  Catholics.    So  all  the  public  hos- 
pitals thai  receive  pariiamentary  aid ;  so 
all  the  county  infirmaries ;  so  the  Lying- 
in  hospiul ;  so  the  Fever  hospital.— Ano- 
ther institution,  upon  a  very  extensive 
scale,  is  "the  •  Foundling  hospital,  about 
which  so  mueh>  was  said  in  the  Catholic 
Committee  last  year ;.  this  charity  is  sup- 
ported by  large  parliamentary  grants ;  by 
a  tax  upon  the  houses  of  the  city  of  Dub- 
lin; and  by  charitable  bequests.    By  law, 
DO  child  can  be  received  into  the  Found- 
iioff  hospital  after  the  age  of  one  year. 
If  they  remain  till  they  are  seven  or  eight 
years  aid,  they  are  of  course  brought  up 
m  the  'Established  religion  of  the  country. 
But  as  infants  are  received  without  discri- 
mination (legitimate  as  well  as  illegitimate) 
and  are  uniformly  marked,  so  as  to  be  at 
,  all  times  recognized ;  are  nursed  by  Ca- 
tholic nurses,  are  examined  once  a  year  at 
the  hospital,  and  are,  whenever  demanded, 
delivered  to  those  persons,  who  by  stating 
fbsir  narks^  show  they  have  a  just  right  to 
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okim  them;  and  there  being  generally  in 
the  house  about  1,200  children,  and  at 
nurse  about  4,000;— is  it  to  be  said  that 
the  Catholic  bodyx  reaps  no  benefit  from 
this  noble  institution?  Indeed,  I  have 
been  informed  that  many  of  the  poorer 
inhabitants  of  Dublin  take  advantage  of 
this  institution,  and  leave  their  infonts  in 
the  hospital,  with  a  view  to  reclaim  them 
at  a  future  period,  which  they  often  do« 
when  their  industry  has  sa  &r  improved 
their  circumstances,  as  to  enable  them  ta 
maintain  their  children. 

Sir,  there  is  another  observation  made  m 
the  work  respecting  **  the  miserable  pit- 
tance which  annually  insults  the  Mav- 
nooth  establishment.'^  Now  I  have  only 
to  remark  on  this  ungracious  assertion, 
that  no  less  a  sum  than  148,000/.  has  been 
voted  by  parliament  within  the  last  16 
yearsy  for  its  support. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  say  a  few  words  re* 
specting  the  Gaol  Act,  in  which  1  may,  in 
some  degree,  be  considered  personally  in** 
terested. — Mr.  Pole  then  read  an  extract  ^ 
from  the  same  work  to  the  following  efiect» 
**  As  for  the  county  gaols  of  Ireland,  a 
certain  limited  compensation,  under  spe« 
cial  restrictions,  has  been  r^ently  (by  a 
statute  enacted  in  1810)  provided  tor  such 
Catholic  clergymen  as  the  respective 
grand  juries  may  be  pleased  to  nominal^ 
K>r  the  purpose  of  officiating  as  chaplains. 
But  here  too,  from  the  ignorance  of  the 
framers,  their  neglecting  or  disdaining  to 
consult  the  Catholic  clergy,  and  the  super* 
cilious  management  of  the  entire  transac* 
tion,  this  statute  has  fallen  far  short  of  iu 
prot^ssod  object,  in  some  instances,  it 
lias  proved  even  pernicious,  by  exciting 
discord  between  the  grand  jury  and  the 
Catholic  bishop  of  the  district.  These 
mischiefs  might  have  been  avoided,  by 
timely  caution  and  ordinary  prudence  in 
preparing  this  law." 

Now,  Sir«  this  act  was  framed  partly 
upon  the  report  of  the  commissioners  ap« 
pointed  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the 
gaols  in  Ireland,  and  partly  upon  the  best 
information  that  could  be  procured.  It 
was  submitted  to  the  chief  justice  and 
judges  of  the  King's-bench,  under  whose 
auspices  and  inspection  it  was  drawn.  It 
was  then  brought  into  parliament,  printed^ 
circulated  throughout  IreUtod,  and  re* 
ma'med  four  months  on  the  table  of  this 
Horuse  before  it  was  passed.  Every  sug* 
gestion  that  was  given  from  any  quarter 
was  attended  to;  and  1  appeal  to  the 
recoUectioa  of  tba  House  wbea  I  sti^t#« 
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4hat  the  Bill  nkJoMlelypMsed  With  the 
ttnanimooB  appcohatioii  of  ihe  Honscu  Mid 
the  MLtnfaction  of  erery  Irish  member. 

Oaehblic  chaplains  were  appointed  to  the 
institotiolis  tmder  goyernment  in  Dubliti, 
^t  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Troy,  the 
titolar  archbishop  of  Dablin,  and  up  to  the 
'moment  I  am  speakihg,  I  am  not  aware 
ihat  a  singte  objection  to  the  aet>  or  a' 
single  suggestion  for  any  alteration  in  it, 
has  t)een  made  to  the  gorernment  by  any 
Catholic  whateTer.-^It  is  notorions,  and  I 
will  appeal  for  ihe  truth  of  niy  assertioii  to 
the'Irish  gentlemen  in  the  HoQse«.  that  this 
«ct  has  been  considered  by  all  the  lower 
orders  of  th^  Catholics  as  most  benefioml : 
in  its  effects. 

Sir,  whether  the  Roman  Catholics  de- 
rive any  benefit  from  this  act  will  be  beat 
shewn  by  a  letter,  which  i  received  in  the 
course  of  the  autumn  after  the  act  passed, 
iirom'che  Roman  Catholic  bishop  of  kildare 
and  Leigblin  ;  the  |^rand  jury  of  the 
Queen's  county,  of  which  I  happened  to 
be  foreman,  offered  the  Catholic  chap- 
laincy of  the  gaol  of  Maryborough  to  the 
priest  of  the  parish,  who  refused  it  on  the 
ground  that  the  salary,  30/.  a  yesir,  was  in^ 
adequate  to  the  labour.  I  then  wrote  to 
the  bishop,  requesting  him  to  recommend 
m  pr6per  person,  and  I  received  the  fol- 
lowing answer : 

*'  Tulhuj,S\9iAt^uit,  1810. 

**  Right  hon.  Sir;  1  had  the  tumour  this 
day  of  your  very  gracious  communica^ 
tion  respecting  the  offer  made  to  Mr. 
CNeil,  of  the  chaplainship  to  the  gaol  of 
Maryboroogh,  and  his  having  declined  to 
)K:cept  the  appointment  on  the  score  al- 
leged by  him  of  the  reputed  smallness  of 
the  salary ;  I  should  expect  that  a  con- 
acientious  clergyman  would  be  chiefly 
*wayed  in  matters  appertaining  to  the 
pastoral  charge,  as  in  the  present  mstance, 
by  motives  of  a  superiornature  to  those  of 
pecuniary  consideraeions,  and  even  in  the 
latter  pomt  of  view,  do,  ibr  my  part, 
(MMm  SOI.  a  year  a  handsome  provision, 
in  addition  to  bis  other  official  emoluments, 
Ibr  a  priest,  resident  on  the  spot,  if  other- 
wise ^t  liberty  to  discharge  the  office. 
How  grateful  should  we  feel  for  this  rare 
Concession?  What  a  striking  contrast,  I 
cannot  help  begging  leave  to  observe, 
between  the  lit>efal  and  beneficial  conduct 
of  our  legislature  at  the  present  day,  in 
this  particular,  and  the  penal  restrictions, 
toiay  I  presume  to,  say,  of  former  periods  ? 
Whett  a  Catholic  t>ritst,  (blt  from  dream- 
ing of'Stfch  »tUiigM  st«\petidiafgrrttribii* 


tion  for  bis  service,  woifH  have  ooasi^aiad 
hims^f  as  aignaily  bappf  to  be  able  to 
l^in,  even  by  stealth,  at.  the  most  ^duoai 
risk,.private  jsdmfewon  into  a  gaali  for  Aba 
purpose  of  exercising*  without  aav  1h^» 
assuredly,'  or  earthly  fee  or  rewaid,  i|i  the 
Dsost  Seori^t-wiae,  thio  functions  oi  his 
sacred  ministry,  in  behalf  of  its;  forloHi 
inmates  of  his  profession^  and  now,  40  bjs 
not  only  thus  openly  and  legally  sane-  * 
tioned  in  the  public  discharge  of  this  im« 
portaat  duty,  but  even  itimiilated  to  ita 
execution,  by  «i|  an\ple,  permanent  re« 
muneration  from  tbestate.^ — What  -mi  ior* 
citentent  to  the  most  strenuous  co-opera- 
tion on  our  side.  In  carrying  into  effmA 
such  excellent laid  charitiM>le  views! 

"  I  spedk  here,  permit  me  to  aver,  rt^ 
hon.  Sir,  only  what  I  intimately'  ^el  oa 
the^cctfsion.  Udder  this  impressioa,  it 
must  necessarily  afford  me  unspeakable 
regret,  tiot  to  -be  able  to  aubmat  to  your 
consideration  a  fit  person  ibr  the  office  ip 
question,  from  |he  extreme  wafit  of  priesia 
that  aetuany  prevails  at  this  Junctar^ 
throughbUt  the  district  with  which  ,1  aa» 
chared ;  a  .etrcaBnstAnce  that  leaves  ^ 
humbly  bag  pardon  for  ^his  (letail,)  not « 
few  parochial  chapels,  to  which  are  aeveiw 
theless  attached,  *a  numerous  an4  wid»- 
extended  population,  absolutely  withoaft 
divine  service,  even  on  Sundays.— 4  have 
the  honour  to  be,  &C.    (Signed.) 

*«  D.  DSLAMY." 

Such  is  the  opinion,,  and  such  the  lutm 
guage  of  a  'Roman  Catholic  bishop,  r«* 
specting  the  advanuges  derived  by  Romad 
Catholics  from  this  act, of  which  this  Work 
so  strongly  complains. 

Sir,  as  long  as  the  Roman  Catholics 
adopt  the  language  of  this  book,  and  ad«- 
here  to  the  positions  laid  down  in  it,  I 
cannot  ^ive  my  assent  to  a  oomplianGe 
with  their  deasands.  If,  at  any  time,  I 
should  see  a  proper  temper  and  diapeai* 
tkm  actuating  Che  body  of  the  Catholics^ 
and  this  spirit  of  ^xsggeration  add  dia^ 
faction  towards  the  government  subside, 
I  should  be  the  last. man  in  this  Houia 
to  oppose  their  pretensions.  But  antjl 
such  a  disposition  is  manifested  by  this 
Catholics,  I  feel  it  my  duly  10  slate 
distinctly,  that  I  do  not  think  it  practioa- 
ble,  or  pos^ble,  with  secarity  to  the  astab* 
lishmente,  to  put  the  Catholica  upon  an' 
eqaal  fdoUagwith  the  Protestants. 

Mr.  Shendim  said,  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tleman  had  repeatedly  appealed  tobiift, 
althongh  ha  had  aot  uttered  one  wastt 
during  tha^caoispfof  the  ddbate.    Bttt<* 
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J«ave  tp  Bay  a  word  or  %wp  om  (he.faaQoerl 
ja«d  maAter  of  the  ipe^ch  of  tbo  right  hon.  | 
jganiloBiaii*  whom  he^  ahoold  be  proDd  to 
-oall  his  firienjL  He  really  bad.a  high  opi- 
Inion  .of  the  mind  and  comprebention  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman;  bat  he  had 
made  no  display  on  <the  present  occasion 
:of  those  talents  for  which  he  was  willing 
4Q^f€  him  credit.,  On  the  contrary,  he 
>a0  taken  a  narrow  and:pitiful  riew  ofeo! 
^eataiftd  important  a  qoestion».1ind  had 
stuffed  bis.  speech  with  endlels  extracts  of 
itbe  most  miserable  minatise,  the  most 
ipaltry  and  ooatemptible  trash*  and  that  in , 
;tlie  discussion  of  a  question  the  most  nio- 1 
mentons  that  coald  come  under  the  consi- ! 
.•deration  of  the  HoMse ;  for  the  question  of 
-that  njghi  was,  wbctber  Ireland  should  be  j 
4^reser?ed  in  her  allegiance  to  the  British 
;^owD  by  conciliation  and  JMStice,  or  driven 
imo  the  arms  of  the  enemy,  bv  injustice, 
granny,  and  oppression?  This  was  the 
t4al  ^estaon  before  the  House,  and  not 
merely  the  claims  of  the  Catholics,  which 
iormed  only  a  part  of  the  mass  of  griev* 
Alices  of  which  Irelaad  had  to  complami 
#ad  on  which  be  would  trouble  the  House 
/of  Commons  more  «t  lengjlb  at  a  more 
fiiTonrabie  moment.  Indeed^  be  had  no 
intention  of  saying  a  word  that  night,  and 
the  few  words  be  had  uttered  were  ex- 
torted from  him  by  the  tone  and  the  tenets 
which  characterised  the  speech  of  the  right , 
Ken.  Secretary.  For  who  could  bear,  j 
•  Witbeut  feelings  of  indignation,  that  jus- 
.tice  and  right  was  to  be  reiuaed  to  a 
IKople  merely  beeaMse  some  of  their  ad- 
vocates might  have  uaed  indec^o«s  and 
intemperate  lanbgaage  in  the  assertion  of 
iheir  claims  ?  The  rigbt  boo*  Secretary 
bad  called  on  the  Irish  Catiholics  to  come 
#»rwatd  iu  .an  attitude  of  submission  and 
jMunility^  with  a. tone  and  language  that 
bespoke  meekness,  moderation,  and  for- 
Jbearance.  Bat  while  he  was  thus  de- 
ttandifig  IVcsn  the  Catholica  every  demoii- 
atration  of  mildness,  sabmissioo  and  doci- 
lity, he  was  himself  making  use  of  lan- 
iplage,  and  insisting  on  topics,  which  ao 
Inen,  eonscious  of  their  rectitude  and  of 
the  justioe  x>f  their  claims^  could  have 
MMipjBr  to  lisleo  to,  or  patience  to  •endure. 
A»  many  honourable  members  bad  notyft 
apoken,  and  many  vahiable  speeches  aught 
be  expected  from  them,  be  bcf^^  leave  to 
aanest  the^propnety  ef  an  adjournment. 
.  The  question  was  tbeit  put,  and  the  fur- 
ther debate  upon  lord  Morpetb'a  notion 
was  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


S0U9B  OF  tORBS. 

Thieidi^,  February  4. 

^OTTiNGHAif  Riots.]  Lord  MoUnd 
said,  be  wished  to  ask  the  noble  lord  op* 
posite,  whether  it  was  the  intentioq  of  ihia 
Majesty's  government  to  give  any  >^ir 
planatioii  to  parliament  respec^ng  tbf 
disturbances  that  eapsted  in,  ai)4  abo«t 
the '  neighbourhood  of  Nottingham*  d^ 
turbances  which  had  now  been  going  o« 
for  nearly  a  twelvemonth,  gradually  tn* 
creasing  in  the  numbers  concerned  in  them, 
and  in  the  extent  of  the  depredationf  comr 
mitted,  and  exhibiting  as  .they  increased 
principles  and  objects  of  a  most  formida> 
ble  character.  He  did  not  mean,  unin- 
formed upon  the  subject  as  he  was  at  pre- 
sent, to  impute  blame  to  his  Majesty's  go- 
vernment, but  when  disturbances  of  so 
formidable  a  nature,  so  dangerous  to  tfa^ 
peace  and  so  iiyurious  to  the  character  of 
the  country,  bad  been  going  on  for  so  kmg 
a  period*  and  instead  oif  dimmisbing*  apr 
peered  to'  be  increasing  in  violence,  ha 
thought  it  was  due  to  parliament  that  soma 
explanation  should  oe  given,  as  (o  what 
measurea  bad  been  taken  by  government 
to  suppress  them. 

The  Barl  of  IMerpool  said,  be  had  no 
hesitation  in  ffvf'va%  what  explanation  b^ 
could  respecting  the  disturbances  which 
nnbappily  existed  to  a  cimsidemble  ej^** 
tent  in  the  county  of  Nottingham,  disturb? 
ances  in  which  men  were  combined  to 
destroy  their  own  comfor ta,  and  even  tbi^ 
own  means  of  subsistence,  and  at  the  same 
time  adopting  n  system  which  had  natu? 
rally  ea^ted  alarm.  There  might  bt 
riou  more  alarming,  in  appearance;,  but 
arising  from  a  sudden  ebullition  of  reaent* 
ment,  and  therefore  easily  qudled  in  ji 
short  time;  but  the  system  adopted  in 
the  county  of  Nottingham  nndoutodly 
save  those  disturbances  a  new  character. 
It  would  not,  of  coarse,  be  expected, 
that  on  the  present  occasion  he  should 
enter  into  a  detail  of  the  circumstances 
attending  these  disturbances.  His  Ma« 
jesty's  i^ovemmant  were  folly  sensible 
of  the  lappoitance  of  potting  an  fynd  to 
these  excesses,  and  whenever  the  au^yeet 
caupte  before  the  House,  be  was  persuaded 
it  would  be  found  that  they  bad  not  boan 
inatleotive  or  remiss  in  taking  those  majif 
sores  which  circumstances  re^^iired*  Two 
of  the  most  inteiUgent  juagistratef  bad 
been  sent  horn  London  Ip  .Nottii^gliani* 
witbiall  the  moans  which  they  cooU  pom* 
Bialii4>  in  .aider  to  take  aiGh  atq^ajaaougbl 
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be  neceifary*  He  was  not  aore  that  it 
would  not  be  necessary  to  apply  to  par- 
liament for  some  additional  powers,  in 
order  the  more  effect ual  I  y  to  repress  these 
diitarbances. 

Lord  HoUand  was  not  quite  sure  that  he 
had  understood  the  noble  lord :  what  he 
meant  was,  that  it  was  highly  necessary 
that  somejnquiry  should  be  instituted  in 
parliament  respecting  these  disturbances, 
particularly  as  they  had  (if  he  was  not 
much  misinformed),  within  the  last  two  or 
three  weeks  assumed  a  atill  more  for- 
midable character  than  they  had  hitherto 
displayed,  and  many  days  ought  not  to 
elapse  before  the  inquiry  was  instituted. 
'  The  Earl  of  Liverpool  obserred,  that 
what  he  meant  to  have  said  was,  that  his 
Majesty's  government  were  now  taking 
measures,  which  most  bring  the  subject 
immediately  before  parliament. 

Lord  HoUand  said,  that  as  so  many 
months  had  elapsed  whilst  ministers  were 
in  contemplation,  it  was  highly  expedient 
that  they  should  cot  be  allowed  to  con* 
template  any  longer* 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdak  contended,  that 
the  riots  and  disgraceful  scenes  which  had 
occurred  at  Nottingham,  might  all  be 
traced  to  the  system  and  conduct  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  in  reducing  the  com- 
merce of  the  country  to  a  gambling  specu- 
lation. It  thence  arose  that  there  was  a 
great  demand  for  articles  of  manulac- 
ture  one  week,  and  none  the  next,  apd  the 
persons  employed  had  one  week  much 
higher  wages  than  usual,  and  the  next 
their  wages  were  reduced  far  below  the 
usual  standard.  Was  it  not  to  be  expected 
that  men  thus  reduced  from  high  wages 
to  a  state  of  poverty,  would  become  discon- 
tented and  riotous  ?  He  thought  that  parlia- 
ment should  not  wait  for  any  suggestion  from 
ministers,  but  that  they  ought  to  institute 
an  inquiry*  to  precede  any  measure  sug* 
gested  by  ministers. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Tuadmf,  Fdrrmry  4. 
•  Committed  APPOINTED  ON  Pewtentiary 
H0DSES.3  Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  moyed, 
foir  the  re-appointment  of  a  Committee 
to  consider  of  the  expediency  of  erecting 
Ftoitentiary  Houses,  and  that  it  be  an  in- 
ftmctjon  to  the  said  Committee  to  enquire 
into  the  effects  produced  by  transportation 
to  New  South  Wales. 

Sir  S.  RomiUy  hoped  that  this  latter 
Mbjecty  which  had  originated  with  himself^ 


would  not  be  thus  thrown  into  the  back 
ground.'  If  it  was  to  go  to  the  Committee 
noir  proposed,  the  House  could  not  expeet 
to  hear  of  it.  again  during  the  ^present 
session.  The  system  of  transportation  to 
New  South  Wales  had  now  been  proceeded 
in  for  25  years,  without  any  pfoof  of  th« 
beneficial  effects  of  it  having  been  at  any 
time  submitted  to  the  House.  It  was  of 
the  utmost  importance,  in  a  political  point 
of  view,  and  as  it  affected  other  countriea. 
Those  who  escaped  from  New  Sooth  Walee  . 
were  well  calculated  to  give  a  new  cha- 
racter to  the  inhabitants  of  the  South  Sea 
islands,  and  to  form  danfferons  nests  of 
pirates.  Being  on  this  subject,  he  couM 
not  but  advert  to  a  circumstance  which  be 
thought  well  worthy  of  inquiry.  When 
the  subject  of  the  Police  of  the  metropolis 
was  before  the  House,  he  had  delivered  it 
as  his  opinion,  that  the  system  of  ofiering 
rewards  for  the  discovery  of  offences  was 
liable  to  great  objection*  An  hon.  gen^ 
tieman,  on  that  occasion,  thought  that  the 
evil  lay,  in  not  makine  the  rewards  uni- 
versal, proportioning  them  to  the  nature 
of  the  offence*  He  now  observed,  that 
an  individual  parish  in  Westminster  had 
so  far  acted  on  this  principle,  as  to  o^r  m 
reward  of  10/.  for  the  apprehension  and 
conviction  of  every  reputed  thief.  When 
it  was  considered  that  the  only  evidence 
required  to  the  conviction  of  a  reputed 
thief,  was  the  oath  of  a  Police  ofl9cer,  that 
he  had  found  him  waiting,  or  walking  op 
and  down  in  a  public  street  or  place,  and 
that  he  believed  him  to  be  a  repujbed  thief, 
he  presumed  the  House  would  agree  with 
him  in  thinking,  that  the  assumption  of 
such  a  power  as  this  by  the  officers  of 
any  parish,  however  respectable^  was  a 
thing  highly  to  be  discountenanced;  and 
one  to  which,  if  not  remedied,  he  shoukl, 
on  some  future  occasion,  call  the  attention 
of  ttii^House  in  due  form.  At  preselit  he 
had  only  to  express  a  hope  that  his  right 
hon.  and  learned  friend  would  appoint  hia 
own  committee  on  the  subject  of  Peniten* 
tiary  Houses,  and  would  leave  to  him  to 
move  on  Friday  for  a  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  eSecU  produced  by  the  system  of 
transpoHation  to  New  South  Wales. 

After  some  further  conversation,  Mr.  - 
Secretarjj"  Ryder  agreed  to  withdraw  the 
latter  part  of  his  motion.  Sir  Samuel 
Romilly  then  gave  notice,  that  he  should, 
on  Friday  move  lor  leave  to  bring  ia 
a  Bill  for  repealing  the  act  of  the  'iOth 
of  the  King,  relative  to  the  transporting  of 
conficts. 
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Stat£  op'Ibsland. — ^Adjourmbd  Db- 
BATB.]  The  House  haying,  according'to 
order,  resamed  the  adjourned  Debate  upon 
the  inalion  made  yesterday,  *'  That  this 
House  will  resolre  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House,  to  take  into  consi- 
deration ^he  present  state  of  Ireland,'^ 

Sir  Jo&i  iVeu^pofirose,  and  apologised  to 
the  Houae  for  thus  early  pressing  upon 
its  attention,  when,  from  indisposition,  he 
was  so  little  able  to  treat  the  subject  in  a 
mabner  suitable  to  his  own  conception  of 
its  magnitude.  He  would  not  have  come 
forward,  had  it  not  been  that  his  conduct 
liad  been  called  in  question,  when  he  had 
AoC  an  opportunity  of  making  that  defence, 
of  which  he  trusted  that  conduct  would 
always  be  susceptible.  The  step  which 
ht  had  taken  (attending  the  Catholic  meet- 
ing at  Waterford),  and  which  he  under- 
stood to  hare  been  animadverted  upon, 
was  not  taken  rashly.  He  had  acted 
OB  that  occasion  with  the  coolest  deli- 
beration, and  had  done  what  he  did  from 
the  firmest  conviction,  that  he  was  not 
cODtravening  the  law,,  but  was,,  on  the 
contrary,  consulting  the  best  interests  of 
his  country.  The  proclamation  was  only 
the  interpreution  of  the  law,  and  not  the 
law  itself;  and  if  any  individual  was  sore 
that  the  construction  of  the  law  was 
wrong,  he  could  not  be  called  a  violator 
of  the  law,  when  he  disregarded  the  in- 
terpretation. The  powers  assumed  by  the 
priry  council  in  the  times  of  the  StuarU 
were  well  known  to  have  been  one  of  the 
ichief  causes  of  the  expulsion  of  that  un- 
fortunate family.  He  did  certainly  attend 
ft  meeting  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Wa- 
terford, assembled  for  the  purpose  of  pre* 
paring  a  petition  to  that  House ;  ana  be 
had  never  ceased  to  hold  out  to  that  body, 
that  in  that  House  the  r^ress  of  their 
gricTances  was  to  be  sought  for.  He 
was  not  one  of  those  who  wished  to  im* 
press  upon  their  minds,  that  the  door  of 
parliament  was  shut  against  them.  Cer- 
tain factious  persons  had  done  so  for  the 
purpose  of  agitatinff  the  public  mind  in  Ire- 
land ;  and  lately  we  goyemment  appear- 
ed tOkhare  joined  with  the  agitators  to  pro- 
duce the  same  effect  But  he  called  upon 
them  to  consider  the  consequences  of  turn- 
ing away  the  minds  of  three  or  four  mil- 
lions of  people  from  the  constitution,  by 
inculcating  the  persuasion,  that  they  could 
Devei!  hope  for  an  equal  share  of  iu  bene- 
fits;^  Was  that  their  way  of  tranquillizing 
Ireland  ?  For  hiis  own  part,  he  had  always 
.considered  it  the  soundest  policy  to  keep 


the  eyes  of  the  Catholics  upon  that  House; 
be  had  ever  inculcated,  that  fresh  sources  . 
of  information  were  constantly  opening 
more  liberal  views  to  the  legislature; 
that  the  world  was  every  day  ezhibitinji^ 
phenomena  bearing  stronely  upon  this 
question ;  and  that,  though  several  sen- 
tences  had  been  given  against  them,  they 
ha^  no  reason  to  despair  of  the  future. 
But  it  had  been  said,  that  the  Catholics 
had  their  answer ;  and  an  unwise  saying 
it  was.  They  had  not  had  their  answer  ; 
and  he  hoped  that  no  one  would  be  able 
to  do  so  much  mischief  to  the  country,  as 
to  persuade  them  that  the  restrictions  imder 
which  they  laboured  were  irrevocable. 
In  the  Vears  1792  and  1793,  the  parlia- 
ment of  Ireland  had  varied  as  much  as 
day  and  night.  In  1792,  certain  claims 
of  the  Catholics  were  almost  unanimously 
rejected ;  in  1793,  they  were  nfearly  una- 
nimously admitted ;  and  restrictic^  were 
then  removed  of  great  consequence  in 
practice  and  in  theory.  He  had  uni- 
formly inculcated  upon  the  Catholics^ 
therefore,  that  what  bad  happened  onci 
might  happ|n  acain.  Such  was  the 
ground  upon  which  be  had  attended  the 
Catholic  meeting.  But  why,  it  had  <been 
said,  did  he  not  attend  the  privy  copncilf 
and  there  give  his  opinion  ?  Because  of 
his  distance  from  the  capital.  If  he  could 
have  attended,  he  would  willinffly  have 
met  the  right  hon.  secretary  (Mr.  Pole) 
at  council,  and  there  openly  stated  his 
opinion,  that  nothing  but  the  grossest  in- 
fatuation, and  most  mischievous  insanity, 
could  have  given  rise  to  the  constructioii 
which  they  put  upon  the  Convention  act. 
As  to  the  opinion  of  the  judges  of  the  court 
of  King's-bench,  he  maintained,  that  he 
had  a  rieht  to  consider  his  own  interpreta- 
tion of  the  act  to  be  correct,  till  the  ques- 
tion had  been  decided  upon  in  the  last 
resort ;  for  he  had  ofUn  seen  opinions  of 
that  kind  set  aside.  And  as  to  the  opi- 
nion of  the  law  officers,  there  were  upon 
the  table  two  opinions  of  the  Attorney^ 
general,  on  the  subject  of  warehousing 
sugar,  one  ffiven  in  January,  and  the  other 
in  March,  directly  contradictory  to  each 
other*  He  could  not  be  supposed  to  place 
much  confidence  in  such  opinions. — ^The 
right  hon.  baronet  then  adverted  to  the  ex- 
tracts which  had  been  read  from^a  Catho- 
lic pamphlet,  in  order  to  shew  the  violent 
and-  intemperate  manner  in  which  that 
body  conducted  themselves :  but  extracts 
read  from  a  book,  taken  without  connec- 
tion with  the  coptextj  might  be  made  t« 
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entrappinff  the  ignorant  aiid  the  tmwary, 
and  bringhig  ihena  under  the  power  efm 
execottve  government.      Bat  he  eontcM^^ 
ed,  that  tb6  wt)rd^  of  laws  intended' fiirtft^ 
people  mast  be  taken  in  thefir  ordinarir 
Acceptation;  and  that  it  was  not  fuffideiit 
for  bim  to  be  told  by  tt  lawyer,  ihtt,  iii 
statutes  paised  in  bad  fimes^  words  had 
been  constmed  dillRireiitly  froia  thei^  onRt- 
nary  acceptAVion ;    hut,  il  there  cotild  bt 
aiiy  doubt  at  to  the  real  meaning  of  the 
hkw,  i^  must  be  iolved  on  a  ri^rtnee  f» 
the  concTuding  preriso;  *'  Tbaf  nettling 
herein  contalnMi  shafl  be  ceosirie^  m  any 
wise  to  preTl^D't  or  hA^ede  the  rigfoc  of  tilia 
subject  to  petition  ;**  and'  he^,  he  wtMiid 
asfr/couM  M  itmnense  bb^  ef  peepiv 
prcfpare  action,  excefl^  ehbos^ng  a 
f^,  in  wlhofh  they  dbfiflded,  %f  carry ing 
that  obj^dt  %ito  ^ffhcl?    In  cortelosibn;  tit 
obsenrecf;  thM  He  r^iry  d>iU  not  kndw  boW 
to  gi>e  expression  tb  th^'  sense  wMeh^  bm 
entertaindd  of  the  magnieadhr  ef  this  tpiev* 
tion ;  coftrineed,  ai^'h^  was,  that  the  cHti* 
oT thts  c<^tmtry  Is  M  hudd';    ^d  that  na^ 
tfhrn^  codM  save  ft,  bei '  the  ^covdM  <^ 
o^ieratfon  of  all>  tanks  and  desoriptioM  <tf 
the  people:    Lei  ^;bem  wai  apply  4he  flat- 
fenng  unction  t<^  their  souls,  that  ihey  nvsij^ 
strife  or  call  tip  tMS  sabj^clf  at  their  plea* 
sur^.    Let  tliem  remember  that,  hy  «ai 
dearoaring  to  get  rid  of  the  questien  Ibf* 
an  indefinite  tjme,  soltte  polling  ilo0  iW 
ever,  and  others  doiag  whav  aaeaMtai 
nearly  to  the  ^amia  thimgu^they  eeiraiige^ 
fh)m   the    gOTemfnent'  a   great  port^ 
of  the    population:'    He    beMMgbt   tha 
House  to  considei-  bow  much  ikxtgtat  da^ 
pend  on  the  dcfcis^oRyf  thaihigbt^-^Uooa 
the  temper  which  ch*yd^playtfd,emiet 
tb  receive  the  Catho1ii[^  ttilo  the' pafe  of 
the  constitu€6n,or  td  sbbt  thetloer'iajjpihMl 
them,  w^ould  r«M  ftb'  letft  a  stake  than  ihil 
— succ^^sor  Altbre^hi  thie  straggle, 'w4iM| 
was  fastftpprbtfchinl^'ftr  their 'ej»steH9a 
a9  a  nation.    I  wouM^  ■aid'ltHe^righrhaii^ 
baTbnet,  fthprbss^aj^a  this  HoaseTtthaet 
myself  dee^lV  ahd'sin^rely  fiseU'^  hk^ttm 
fSw  short  and  fleeting  ittbHttis  which  «mw» 
pose  the  pi^sent'sesftiieni  of  parliament j-lM 
doom  of  the  R^ti^henii^re,  wiiMfear,  ba 
sealed ;    IT  h^i-  foui"  milUomrt  of  Catkolib 
sob|scts  b(6  iM  hy  a  Altl  admtesian  inia 


S'ove  any  thing.    Supposing,  however, 
ey  were  sometimes   intemperate,    this 
might  adimit  of  some  excuse  from  meh 
amarting    under    a    sense   of  unmerited 
grievance.    It  was  strange  reasoning  to 
Ifay,  We  adroit  the  grievances,  and  the 
propriety  of  redressiiig  them,  but  then 
this  is  not  the  time;  you  must  be  cooT— ^ 
anii  i^ot  disturb  our  oflSciaV  repose  with 
your  intemperance.     But  even  if  there 
had  been  any  thing  in  this,  it  was  most 
anjtist  to  charge  the  expressions  of  in  in- 
dividual upon  a  whole  body.    One  of  the 
passages,  relating  to  the  Comoiissibners 
of  Charitable  Bunations,'  liad  stated,' that 
C^r  object  appeared  to  be,  to  defeat  th^ 
Catholic  Wquests.     This^aa  said  to  be 
iihfeunded.     But  it  was  not  kltog^ther 
unfounded ;  and,  ko  prove  thW,  h^  adVerted 
ip  the  ease  of  a  CiathoHc  widow,  who  left 
fter  [)rof^f^  in  charitable  donations.    The 
first  bequest  in  the  will  was,  l,0()d/.  to  the 
Boor  of  the  city  ofWaterford,  xxntkoutdk- 
imdiion  qfhligunu'pemanans.    This  might 
fiate  secured  tbd  fkrour  of  the  guardians 
df  Charitable  Donations;    bni,  in  firamihg 
Vki  statute,  it  has  been  proakled,  that  tEe 
^dmniissloners  might,  in  case  of  an  rflegal 
bequest,  apply  the  money  to  a  purpose 
tvhich  fhey  might  think  the  nearest  to  the 
ti^staior's  Intention.      In  this  case,  they 
filed  a  bill  in  Chancery,  to  set  the  bequest 
aside.    After  this  attempt  to  deprive  the 
poor  of  Waterford  of  this  property,  was  li 
surprizing  that  such  shbula  have  been  the 
opinion  of  the  Catholrcs  with  respect  to 
the  commissioners,  or  that  they  sboufd 
have  entertslined  and  expressed  the  niost 
(itiAifourable  opinions  of  these  parliamen- 
tarv  guardians  of  Charitable  Bequ'esU,  who 
endeavoured  to  do  away  the  provisions  of 
a  will  framed  by  this  good  Roman  Catho- 
lic lady,  in  the  m6st  enlarged  and  exem- 
pTary  spirit  of  liberality,  and  acted  upon 
bv*  her  executor,  the   Romarr    Catholic 
bishop  of  Waterford,  with  the  same  en* 
Aghtenec^  and  benevolent  spirit    His  right 
fidn.  friend  fMr.  Gratun)  could  state  what 
Had  taken  place  at  the  passing  ^f  the  Con* 
"^ntion  bill.    The  preamble  stated,  thtit 
h  was  a  declaration  of  the  existing  law; 
and«  upon  reference  to  the  statute  book, 
fie  saw  no  act  that  prevented  t^e  meeting 
of  the  g^ple  by  delegates  to  prepare  ^ 

K'tlition  to  parliament.  It  had  beensaid, 
deed,  that  "  under  the  pretence"  meant 
the  same  thing  as  ''for  thrpnrpose''— 
and  to  Justify  this  constructron,  they  liad 
^fenred  to  a  statute  of  Charles  S,  to  tnnes 
Whan  laws  ware  made  fcr  ihe  purpose'of 


every  civit^  capacity  embodied  with  tlN 
cohstitutioh,  ind ftrUhe^coastimtion,' thll 
empire  n|ust  falK  it  ia  tdla  te  talk  of  thU 
as  a  questio«i  ef  tiaMei  ef  fe  8ttpp<lse:<hat 
the  great  mass  *of  Iriih  pbpulamiy  are  bi 
be  tQld  by  thbse  whtf  adiak  Ihe  justiee  cC 
their  daimi ,  it  si  net  yai  tiaia  to  dkaharga 
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tW  itki ;  but  that  wbeo  with  perfect 
abMaceof  irriutioot  or  properly  tpeakiDg* 
abttnce  of  fe«ling,  they  approaMch  as  bum- 
V«petatiooerB,it  nay  potaibly  be  tboogbt 
fU  to  ooocode  that  which  o«gbt  never  to 
bave  been  withhelcL  I  implore  th«  House 
to  pause  before  it  embraces  such  fatal 
doctrines,  and  at  once  to  pmue  tbat 
Q9um  whick  is  the  road  of  jostice  and  of 
aafety. 

iin  derks  iMuiit  tkooght  the  question 
■bght  be  divided  into  two  parts ;  the  one 
political,  the  other  religious.  With  re* 
apect  to  the  political  part»  it  had  been 
stated^  that  in  ease  of  the  passing  of  the 
tteasore,  one  half  of  the  members  might 
be  Roman  Catholics;  but  though  it  was 
possible  the  proportion  might  be  still 
greaier,  he  apprehended  that  it  was  the 
greatctt  injustice  to  give  any  immunities 
tv  them  without  an  intention  at  some  fk' 
tHfe  period  to  give  all.  On  the  religious 
part  of  the  subject  he  thought  the  JEtomau 
Catholic  doctrine  were  inadmissible ;  but 
be  was  happy  to  say,  that  though  he  had 
cone  down  to  the  House  strongly  prepos- 
iesaed  against  the  conduct  of  the  right 
boo.  Secretary  (Mr.  Pole),  his  opinion  was 
•ntardy  altered  in  that  respect,  and  he 
.  agreed  that  be  had  only  done  his  duty, 
m  had  listened  with  pleasure  to  the  elo- 
quent display  of  a  right  hon.  gentleman 
on  the  floor  (Mr.  Canning)  on  a  former 
sight ;  but  he  must  say  of  his  speech  as 
had  been  said  of  the  speech  of  a  Boman> 
on  a  former  occasion,  that  he  had  display- 
ed-i— ' Stttisdoquemtut, it^imtmpanm*  Sa- 
tisfied as  he  was  with  the  defence  which  had 
been  made  for  the  Irish  government,  he 
ibouU  veie  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  W.  PuMtftmkt  opposed  the  vote  on 
a  gRHmd  not  yet  much  insisted  upon,  and 
ebseriKd,  that  the  eupponersof  the  motion 
aad  its  proposer  differed  much  in  their 
wsiaowi  for  agreeing  together  that  it  was 
a  fit  one.  For  the  hoble  lord  who  had 
brought  it  forward  had  declared,  that  he 
abstained  from  involving  in  it  the  conside- 
lati—  of  the  conduct  of  the  Irish  govem- 
»ent  while  that  subject  was  under  a  legal 
pvocess,  and  while  bo  much  irritation  pre- 
vailed on  the  public  mind.  But  this  ex- 
aaapio,  thoagh,  from  the  manner  in  which 
the  House  marked  their  sense  of  its  pro- 
priety, it  was  evidently  greatly  approved 
of,  was  not  ibllowed  by  those  who  deemed 
it  right  to  support  the  noble  lofd  on  those 
very  iH'oitiids  which  he  had  disclaimed. 
£kn  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  opposite, 
|ftr  A.  Pigott) .  indeed,  bad,  oa  the  eoft- 

(VOL.XXi.) 


tvarjr>  dochred,  that  these  were  the  very 
considerations  which  induced  him  to  give 
the  noble  lord  his  vote.*— On  the  subject 
of  concessions,  he  difiered  from  some  of  hia 
right  hon.  friends,  for  he  was  convinced  that 
at  some  time  concession  ought  to  be  made. 
Bot  that  was  not  now  the  question,  for  it  had 
not  yet  cdlne  to  be  avowed  in  that  House, 
as  it  had  been  elsewhere,  that  they  ought  to 
surrender  at  discretion,  and  give  up  every 
guard,  defence,  and   security.     He  was 
for  the  preservation  of  the  state  and  of  the 
church  in  their  ancient  and  political  rights. 
Even  on  the  grounds  of  the  noble  lord,  to 
whose  Letter  he  had  alluded  (lord  Gren*  . 
ville),  ^e  felt  himself  compelled  to   re* 
aiat  the  present  motion.     With  the  worthy 
baronet  who  spoke  last  but  one,  he  per* 
fectly  agreed  that  they  ought  not  to  drive 
Petitioners  from  their  doors,  but  this  doc* 
trine  was  so  universally  avowed,  that  it 
seemed  scarcely  necessary  to  have  dwelt 
at  such  length  in  inforcing  it.     As  to  the 
right    hon.  baronet's  attendance  at  the 
Waterford  meeting,  he  seemed  to  have  been 
misinformed  as  to  what  passed  on  that 
subject  last  night*     His  right  honourable 
friend    (Mr.    Pole)    had    not    urged    it 
against  him  as  a  subject  of  crimination 
and  charge,  but  had  merely  stated  his  dif* 
ference  of  opinion  from  him,  and  instanced 
this  meeting  as  one  of  those  endeavoured 
to  be  turned  to  the  purpose  of  making  a 
delusive  impression  on  the  public  mind ; 
that  it  was  in  direct  contradiction  to  the 
law  as  laid  down  by  the  government,  and 
sanctioned  by  the  presence  of  a  gentleman 
who  had  lately  filled  a  hish  official  situa- 
tion.    He  thought  the  right  hon.  baronet 
had  gone  too  far  when  he  compared  the 
government  to  the  agitators,  and  accused 
them  of  having  driven  the  Catholics  from 
the  attainment  of  legal  ofajecU  by  legal 
means.    Was  it  so  ?  Was  preventing  the 
election  of  a  convention  an  act  of  thia 
kind  ?  Was  the  offering  of  facilities  for  aa 
aggregate  meeting  such  an  actf    He  did 
not  differ  from  the  right  hon.    baronet 
when  he  said,  the  decision  of  parliament 
was  not  to  be  considered  as  final.     If  bo 
thought  it  was,  much  as  he  deprecated  the 
present  motion,  he  would  rather  vote  for 
it  than  against  it,  even  if  he  thought  the 
latter  could  in  any  way  affect  the  final 
decision  of  the  Cath^^lic  claims.    He  ex* 
plained  why  the  right  hon.  baronet  waa 
not  summoned  to  attend  the  privy  council^ 
which,  from  the  neceisi^  for  dispatch, 
allowed  only  time  to  call  on  the  membera 
within  ten  milea  of  Dahlia.     The  ogbt 
(2R) 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


611]    HOUSE  OF  COMKONS,  Lord  Morpeth' m  Motkmrapectmg  [6l» 


hon.  baronet  charged  Accoaneil  with  mea* 
•ores  of  raiscbievoos  iilsan'Uy ;  and  no  man 
could  concur  in  the  present  motion  unless 
he  was  prepared  to  go  this  length  with 
the  arguments  of  those  who  supported  it. 
Couldfany  man  do  this  ?  On  the  contrary, 
he  would  defend  the  conduct  of  the  Irish 
government;  and  even  if  they  were 
wrong  in  the  law,  which  they  were  not, 
it  must  be  allowed  on  the  other  side,  that 
they  had  not  acted  in  an  uncourteous,  un« 
civil,  or  arrogant  manner.  The  govern- 
ntfent  had  acted  in  the  manner  last 
session'  recommended  by  a  right  hon. 
gentleman  opposite.  They  had  com- 
municated with  courteous  deportment 
with  the  leading  men  among  the  Catho- 
lics; they  had  adopted  the  parental  mea- 
sure of  proclamation,  and  yer,  though 
they  followed  their  very  opinions,  they 
could  not  satisfy  these  hon.  gentlemen. 
He  contended,  that  they  had  the  sanction 
of  the  House  in  what  they  had  done,  and 
of  the  law,  as  now  decided  in  the  cases 
of  Dr.  Sheridan  and  Mn  Kirwan.  He 
entered  into  a  warm  panegyric  on  the 
character  of  of  chief  justice  Downes,  who 
had  not  last  night,  in  his  opinion,  been 
treated  with  that  deference  and  reject 
he  merited.  As  a  lawyer,  as  a  judge,  as 
a  man,  and  as  a  magistrate,  he  was  as 
venerable  and  unimpeachable  as  the* high- 
est 6f  those  who  had  dared  to  arraign 
him.  With  regard  to  the  Attorney  and 
Solicitor  General,  who  had  been  treated 
with  equal  disrespect,  even  the  most  fac- 
tious ot  the  writers,  who  thought  the  best 
way  to  support  the  Catholic  claims  was 
to  8tigmati2e  their  bpppnents,  had  not 
dared  to  impeach  the  purity  of  their  prin- 
ciples. Thev  had  deserved  better  treat- 
ment than  they  had  met  with  from  an 
hon.  and  learnied  gentleman  opposite  (sir 
A.  Pigott);  and  one  of  them  (Mr.  Busbe) 
was  a  man  of  whose  splendid  talents  and 
ability  alL  Ireland  was  proud.  He  could 
not  suffer  those  names  to  be  so  introduc- 
ed, without  offering  his  humble  tribute 
in  their  vindication.  The  gentlemen  op- 
posite, though  they  had  only  mentioned 
the  lawyers  for  the  purpose  of  throwing 
a  slur  upon  them,  had  desired  to  have 
more  law,  and  they  were  not  satisfied 
without  having,  in  addition,  the  hiffhest 
authority  in  this  country  against  them. 
As  for  the  legal  proceedings  in  these 
cases,  it  was  obvious  to  every  one,  that 
the  Catholic  advocates  had  never  met 
the  Question  fairly  on  its  own  grounds, 
but  had  displayed   much    ingenuity  in 


defending  their  clients,  bv  H>h}ectioof  aiH^ 
points,  as  they  would  defend  .a  felon  at 
the  Old  Bailey.  They  never  dared  to 
admit  the  act  of  election,  and  try  ibe- 
cause  on  its  merits,  but  endeavoured  t^ 
foil  the  government  by  putting  k  to  thm 
proof.  But  he  contended,  that  tf  i\m 
law  had  not,  the  danger  of  such  a  aMt«* 
vention  would  have  authorised  the  in* 
terference  of  government;  and,  in  sop^ 
port  of  this  argument,  supposed  a  similur 
delegation  to  consider  of  the  expedieacjr 
of  a  repeal  of  the  Union.  Would  it  be 
said  that  such  a  meeting  shonld,  for  m 
moment,  be  permitted,  even  if  it  only 
consisted  of  county  representatives  ?  And 
would  they  contend  that  a  more  daasgert 
ous  meeting  should  be  allowed  wkh  tkm 
representatives  of  Peers,  Church  and  Gooh 
mons?  He  paid  a  tribute  of  applaoee'  e» 
the  private  character  of  lord  Fingall,  bat 
referred  to  hisiory  to  pnove,  that  fn«ali 
revolutions,  etring  virtuous  men  had^odin* 
menced  the  ruin  which  they  had  'noe 
power  to  stop,  and  though  they  mlghc 
acquit  them  of  guilt,  it  was  not  easy  to- 
acquft  them  of  imprudence.  The'  vio- 
lence of  the  CathoKc  advocates  llad  ilone 
the  cause  much  harm,  and  their  pobli- 
cations  were  enough  even  to  frighten  men 
from  their  side  who  had  pledged  tbe«i4 
selves  to  support  them.  On  these  grottnde 
he  was  decidedly  against  the  motion, 
and  thought  it  better  for  the  CatfaoHc^ 
to  follow  the  course  they  had  chalked  ouC 
for  themselves,  to  n>eet  on  the  28th  of 
February  and  petition  the  Regent,  thtn 
free  from  all  restrictioris. 

Sir  JoAii  Sdnigki  Mid,  he  should  hav« 
no  objection  to  make  concessions  to  tiM 
Roman  Catholics,  provided  such  secu- 
rity was  given  as  would  cffectoally  pre^ 
vent  any  danger  from  accruing  lo  tfani 
constitution.  Thus  far  he  was  content 
to  go.  In  his  opinion,  t#  the' Irish  gov«m« 
menl  bad  pursued  a  different  line  of  conn 
duct  from  that  which  they  had  adopted) 
they  would  have  been  grossly  culpabieu 
The  plain  and  simple  statement  made 
last  night  by  the  tight  hon.  Secreury  fof 
Ireland,  had  effected  a  Very  great  im- 
pression on  his  mind.  The  proceedingt 
of  the  gdvernment  had  been  mild  and 
conciliating,  such  as  be  expected  from 
the  honourable  character  of  the  noWo 
duke,  the  present  lord  lieutenant' of  Ire-^ 
land,  with  whom  he  had  the  happkioert'' 
of  being  personally  acquainted.  But  tlio 
conduct  of  the  Roman  Catholics- had  been 
sttcb^  a«  influenced  him  .to  oppose  the 
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ihoiioo.  Thi$4ie  regjtetted,  as  it  had  been 
introduced  by  his  noble  friend ;  but»  most 
MMiredij,  ihe  Boman  CathoHce  were  not 
jniliBed  in  demanding  that  as  a  right, 
whifth  -oogbt  to  be  reqi^sted  as  a  boon — 
iBicb  less  eboold  they  have  assumed. a 
laenacing  or  threatening  .posture ;  yet, 
from  the  statements  which  had  been 
nadey  it  was  clear  they  bad  formed  a 
society  dangerous  to  the  existence  of  any 
alate — and  a  book  bad  been  published, 
Willi  their  concurrence,  which  was  of  a 
most  inflammatory  tendency.  As  a  cry 
0f  **  No  Popery"  was  alleged  to  hare 
gMie  abroad,  he  thought  it  right  thus 
publicly  to  state  his  sentiments,  lest  he 
might  be  suspected  of  having  flinched 
from  his  duty.  As  long  as  the  Catholics 
Hood  ia  a  menacing  posture  they  should 
find  an  enemy  in  him.  He  confessed 
tksA  the  Catholics  had  a  right  to  be  eman* 
eipated,  but  they  should  receive  eman- 
cipation with  gratitude,  and  rather  as 
mbootu 

Mr.  C.  IT.  fl^  said,  that  the  principal 
objections  of  the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke 
laa  but  one  were  taken  from  the  speech  de- 
Ihrered^  tn  the  preceding  evenincr,  by  the 
right  hon.  secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Pole.) 
The  present  motion  was  supported  on  two 

andt — the  discontentea  state  of  Ire* 
f  and  the  cause  of  that  discontent. 
Many  honourable  members  conceived  that 
the  refusal  of  the  Catholic  Claims  was  the 
•ooroe  of  the  misfortune ;  others  believed 
it  to  arise  from  the  severity  of  the  course 
pvrsoed  by  the  Irish  government;  and 
Bot  a  few  attributed  it  to  both  those 
pounds.  But  how  it  was  possible  for  any 
pei»QD»  who  admitted  that  every  part  of 
Ireland  was  in  a  state  of  irritation,  to  re* 
sist.^iving  so  important  a  subject  the  most 
atdiduotts  contideration  of  the  House,  he 
eould  not  eonceive.  For  his  own  part, 
he  concurred/  on  both  the  grounds,  in  the 
propriety  of  the  motion.  He  was  surprised 
at  many  .espressions  which  bad  fallen 
(pom  the  right  hon.  secretary,  as  they 
fivinced  a  total  ignorance  of  the  prin- 
eiplea  of  the  constitution  established  by 
IIm  Union  of  the  two  countries.  The 
main  iceoommendation  of  that  great  mea- 
sure was,  that  henceforward  there  should 
1^  one  state,  one  parliament,  and  one 
cabinet;  instead  of  which,  the  right  bon. 
gentlemao  was  constantly  imagining  that 
Jcelaild  was  a  separate  kingdpm^  of  which 
Ihe  duke  of  Richmond  was  king,  and  him- 
self Prime  Minister.  He  talked  oC  the 
' {Irish  Cftbinely'  an^  of  hii^ueif  as '  minis- 


ter for  Ireland/     No  such  cabinet  could, 
since  the  Uni(>n,e3(ist;  and  the  responsible 
ministers  for  Ireland  were  the  Lord  Lieu* 
tenant,  and  the  SecreUry  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department     The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman, as  Secretary  to  the  Lord  lieute- 
nant,, was  not  even  entitled  to  correspond 
with  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  to  act  in 
any  case  however  trifling,  but  under  the 
orders  of  the  lord  lieutenant. — He  had 
spoken  of  the  duke  of  .Richmond's '  Privy 
Council,'  was  he,  himself  a  privy  counsel- 
lor, so  ignorant  as  not  to  know  that  the 
privy  council  for  Ireland  was  the  King's 
privy  council,  that  it  was  a  body,  the  mem- 
bers of  which  were  independent  of  the  lord 
lieutenant,  neither  appointed  by  his  au- 
thority, nor  removable  at  his  pleasure  ? 
In  the  same  spirit,  he  had  designated  the 
lord  chancellor,  the  attorney  and  solicitor 
general,  as  '  the  lord  lieutenant's  servants.' 
Indeed^  the^e  lofty  ideas  appeared  to  per- 
vade not  only  his  language  that  night,  but 
every    part    of    his    conduct.     He  had 
claimed  great  Credit  for  the  mild  and  con« 
ciliatory  conduct  of  the  Irish  government, 
and  yet  his  ownttatement  of  the  language 
which  he  had  used  to  lord  Fingall  dis- 
proved the  assertion.      What  were  these 
concitiati^ry  expressions?   '*  My  lord  Fin- 
gall,  the '  lord  lieutenant  has  condescended 
to  state  to  you — he  has  condetcdndtd  to  ex- 
plain to  you!"  He   was  not  acquainted 
with  the  noble  lord — but  he  believed,  he 
was  descended  from  one  of  the  most  an- 
cient families  in  the  empire,  and  four  mil- 
lions of  people  looked  up  to  him  as  the  as- 
sertor  of  their  rights.      Was  this  the  lan- 
guage in  which  he  should  have  been  ad- 
dressed ? .  The  lord  lieutenant  condescended ! 
The  right    hon.  Secretary    should   have 
known,  that,  as  an  hereditary  adviser  of 
the  crown»  he  had  a  right  to  claim  an  au- 
dience even  of  his  NMajesty  !  In  the  same 
spirit  of  fancied  dignity  and  independent 
authority,  he  had  commenced  the  present 
contest  with  the  Catholics  by  issuing  his  fa- 
mous Circular  Letter,  without  even  consult- 
ing the  King's  responsible  ministers,  or  ob- 
taining the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  although 
there  was  ample  and  sufficient  time  tor 
that  purpose. — The  right  hon.  Secretary 
had  complained  of  the  ridicule  which  had 
been  cast  upon  that  Circular  Letter,  and 
had  said  that  it  was  not  right  to  place  it 
to  his  account,  as  it  h-<)d  been  drawn  up  by 
the  law  officers.    But  he  ought  to  recolr 
lect  that  this  ridicule  bad  proceeded  not 
from  the  oppositiooi  but  from  his  own 
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friends,  and  that  ihe-  appropriata  epithet 
of '  slorenly'  by  which  that  performaiice 
had  erer  lince  been  designated,  was 
originally  given  by  no  less  an  authority 
than  the  Lord  Chancellor.  With  respect 
to  the  authorship  of  that  Letter,  it  was  some* 
what  unusual  for  a  gentleman  to  complain 
of  the  hardship  of  beins  coasidered  an- 
swerable for  a  paper  which  bore  bis  sig« 
nature,  and  not  yery  magnanimous  to 
cast  the  blame  upon  another,  but  in  the 
present  instance,  he  cared  not  whether  the 
right  hon.  Secretary  was,  or  was  not,  the 
author;  he  looked  upon  it  as  the  act  of 
his  Majesty's  cabinet.  They  had  not  dis- 
arowed  it,  or  dismissed  the  person  who 
issued  it,  therefore  they  were  responsible 
fcr  it.  After  the  promulgation  of  theCir- 
cular,  a  proclamation  followed ;  and  the 
House  were  told,  that  the  proceedings  of 
the  Catholics  were  highly  contumacious, 
because  the  attorney  and  solicitoi*  general 
having  given  their  opinion  that  they  were 
acting  illegally,  they  still  perseveied. 
But,  when  it  was  recollected,  that  the 
Convention  act  was  passed  eighteen  years 
ago,  that  during  the  whole  of  that  period. 
Catholic  meetings  were  permitted,  that 
they  had  been  encouraged  by  diflR^rent 
administrations,  and  that  Catnolic  dele- 
gales  had  been  honoured  with  an  audience 
of  his  Majesty,  these  might  be  considered 
Jtolerable  grounds  for  influencing  the  Ca- 
tholic body  to  believe  that  their  proceed- 
ings were  not  improper.  Still  however, 
it  was  said,  the  opinions  of  the  Attorney 
and  Solicitor  General  were  against  4hem, 
and  therefore  they  ought  to  have  ac- 
quiesced. Had  the  opinions  of  the  At- 
torney and  Solicitor  General  been  always 
found  infallible?  He  remembered  a  case 
when  the  opinion  of  the  then  Attorney  Ge- 
neral, and  now  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer (Mr.  Perceval)  had  been  as  .indus- 
triously circulated  through  England  to 
convince  the  volunteers  that  ihey  were  not 
at  liberty  to  resign.'  Yet  that  opinion 
was  resisted  by  the  volunteers,  and  in  con- 
sequence over- ruled  by  the  MKiog's- bench 
unanimously  and  without  hesitation.  He 
lioped  and  trusted,  tlie  matter  would  not 
rest  with  the  opinions  delivered  inthecase 
of  Dr.  Sheridan,  or  the  verdict  given  in 
that  of  Mr  Kirwan ;  but  that  the  question 
would  be  brought  belbre  a  higher  tribunal, 
not  that  he  entertained  a  menD  opinion  of 
the  Irish  courts,  but  that:  he  had  a  much 
higher  of  the  House  of  Lords.  He  meant 
not  to  reflect  oil  the  condo<;t  of  the  Irish 
judges  I  bat,  if  he  ever  4id,  he  would  Aot 


be  deterred  by  what  €eU  k^m  the  Iiml 
gentleman  (Mr.  W.  Fitagerald)  as  to  mty 
hon.  member  «  daring'  to  arraign  that  eea- 
duct.  '  It  was  their  bounden  duty  to  ar* 
raign  it,  if  they  conceived  it  aeceaaary  ; 
and  it  was  dangerous  to  the  welfare  of  tk^ 
country,  to  support  a  principle  by  wbiqk 
the  controul  of  parliament  was  questioned. 
He  should  always  maintain  that  the  powera 
of  the  House  of  Commons  were  as  eifla* 
petent  to  take  cegnisdnce  of  complaints 
against  judges  as  against  any  other  indU 
viduals. 

The  hon.  gentleman  next  adverted  to 
the  warrant  of  the  chief-jastice,  which  he 
contended,  had  been  made  ose  of  for  no 
other  purpose  than  to  prejudge  the  qoes* 
tion— to  obtain  an  extrajudicial  deeasion* 
The  only  case  in  which  a  Chief  Justice's 
warrant  was  usually  issued  was,  where  the 
person  to  be  apprehended  could  not  easily 
be  fbend.  Accordins  to  the  laws  both  of 
England  and  Irelaod«  the  chief  justice^a. 
warrant  pervaded  every  part  of  the  kkigv 
dom,  and  it  was  compulsory  upon  every 
inferior  magistrate  to  see  it  carried  inte^ 
eficct.— The  warrant  issued  for  the  ahreek 
of  the  Catholic  delegates  was  (cniitrary  he 
believed  to  the  usual  fbrm)„directed  only 
to  the  county  and  city  of  I>ublin,  and  was 
therefore  a  warrant  which  any  Dahim 
magistrate  was  as  well  qualified  as  th^ 
lord  chief  justice  htmseli  te  issue*  -ht 
this  assumption  he  was  borne  oat  by  the 
eircunutanccr  thai  the  form  of  ihe  act  had 
not  been  followed  ;  and  the  iasertaen  of 
the  words  '*  on  preteooe  of  peCttionwg/' 
which  bad  never  heea  explaiaedv  sraanuai 
extraordinary. 

He  then  entered  into  an  exaosanlmi.of 
the  act,  and  contended  that  betng  stskAly 
declaratory,  it  could  not  carry  she  iasr 
farther  thim  it  stood  before  it  was  pasMdia 
1793,  and  at  that  period  the  law  was  the 
same  in  England  as  in  Ireland :  if  therefore 
the  new  interpretatiaa  of  the  law  was  car* 
rect,  great  commercial  towns  in  Imland 
could  not  delegate  persons  to  prepare  their 
petitions  for  the  ioiprovemensof  theirpsTtiy 
5tc.  without  committing  a  breach  of  ik. 
Or,  if  they  were  permitted  to  do  ae,  why 
should  k  similar  indulgence  he  retnsed  !• 
the  Roman  Catholics,  when  they  wished 
to  frame  a  petition  for  their  righu  ?  If  th# 
meeting  of  500  persons  was  illegal*  a» 
must  the  meeting  of  10,  and,  if  this  were 
law  in  Ireland,  it  woald  eqeally  eactead  to 
England.  This  being  the  case,  then,  iheea 
was  scarcely  a  gentleman  who  heard  hiai^ 
who  had  iMtf  al  ^oa  iiMie  or  oiher»>beesi 
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'gniky  •f  an  illegal  att— hating  been 
dek»galeil  to  prepare  peiitiens  toparli*- 
mem  ibr  Canal  WU,  ke.  In  1799,  deJe- 
gai«a  oane  lo  this  country :  were  tbey 
considered  iliega) }  Perhaps  it  might  he 
aaid^  goYeroment  did  net  wish  to  proceed 
against  a  trifling  breach  of  the  law,  but 
^ey  would  not  encourage  it.  Yet,  it 
ifaouid  be  remembered,  that  it  was  the 
palicy  of  the  admioistration  of  Mr.  Pitt 
and  Mr,  Dimdat  lo  treat  with  those  per- 
aans.  In  faet,  neither  those  ministers  nor 
tbe  Cramers  of  the  act  ever  imagined  that 
it  cenld  apply  to  persons  delegated  with 
petitions  to  parliament. 

He  now  came  to  the  question  ef  safe- 
guards and  securities.  And  this  brought 
bimio  a  right  hon.  and  learned  cirilian 
(tir  J.  Nicholl)  who,  by  his  tone  and  man* 
wu,  and  the  place  from  which  be  spoke, 
•eemed  to  have  been  pot  forward  as  the 
doMtoi  another  right  hon.  cirilian  (Dr. 
Dutgenan),  who  was  then  absent,  aiKl,  to 
aajr  the  truth,  he  acquitted  himself  with 
equal  ability.  The  learned  gentleman 
had  entreated  the  House  to  listen  to  no 
pledget  which  rested  on  the  authority  of 
indridual  Catholics.  Why,  if  any  pledges 
at  ali  were  to  be  giren,  they   must  be 

Km  on  the  authority  either  of  indiri- 
Is  speaking  their  private  opinions,  or 
•f  persons  delegated  lo  speak  the  sense  of 
the  whole  body.  The  Iwned  gentleman 
had  therefore  placed  the  leading  Catholics 
in  tbie  singular  dilemma*<-that  if  they 
pledged  ihemaelvea  as  irtdiriduals,  they 
were  net  to  be  believed  ;  if,  as  delegates, 
tent  to  Newgate*  Indeed,  this  mode  of 
nrguing  by  dilemma  was  n  rtrj  favourite 
ime  with  the  eppesers  of  tlie  Catholic 
clatma.  If  the  Catholics  came  forward 
peacenbly  and  decorously  te  urge  their 
pctilien,  then  it  was  contended,  that  it  was 
usaAvisahItt  te  enter  into  a  consideration 
ef  ife»  lest  you  should  disturb  their  tranqnil- 
Utf .  K,  on  the  comrary,  they  state  their 
olaiin  strongly  aod  with  those  feelings 
irhkh  Ibeir  privatintts  are  likely  to  excite^ 
tben  ft  ia  said.  We  cannot  concede,  lest  we 
ahenld  aeeni  to  be  intimidated.  So  if  the 
Catholics  enlist  in  great  numbers,  it  is 
argue«^ihat  sbey  are  satisfied,  and  it  is  un* 
.macessary  to  open  the  higher  cemmisBions 
fee  them ;  if  in  small,  that  they  are  dis- 
leyal,  and  it  would  be  dangerous. 

A  young  member  (Mr.  P«el)  had  in* 
^red,  last  Aight,  why  ihit  Roman  Catho* 
)ic8  had  called  to  their  assembly  peers,  and 
the  snos'of  peers— was  it  lo  prepare  their 
Peititiin?    ltmMi»lnMi)elyiMrthatpui» 


pe8e;'but  that  they  might  held  comma* 
nieation  with  the  members  of  that  House* 
that  they  might  be  enabled  to  state  what 
the  precise  wishes  of  the  Catholics  were> 
and  to  specify  what  were  the  securitiea 
they  would  give ;  which,  while  tbey  were 
sufficient  for  the  preservation  of  the  Pro« 
testant  establishment,  should  be  the  least 
burdensome  to  themselves.  It  would  be 
well  for  the  House  to  look  under  what 
circumstances  the  obnoxious  meeting  was 
intended  to  be  formed.  Some  intern  per* 
ance  having  manifested  itself  in  tb«  Com- 
mittee, lord  FIrench  informed  them,  that 
they  would  hurt  themselves  by  those  vio* 
lent  proceedings;  therefore  it  was  deter« 
mined  that  a  number  of  the  most  respect- 
able characters  should  be  infused  into  the 
old  Committee.  How  was  this  to  be  done) 
Certainly  by  introducing  the  Koman  Ca« 
tholic  nobility,  their  archbishops  and 
bishops,  who,  from  their  age,  from  tbeic  • 
sacred  character,  and  from  the  honourable 
tenour  of  their  lives,  would  themselves  he 
a  very  great  barri^  against  any  seditious 
or  improper  proceeding.  A  meeting  thus 
constituted  be  looked  upon  as  extremely 
desirable — being  the  most  proper  orgaii 
to  speak  the  sense  of  the  Catholic  body, 
la  answer  to  what  bad  been  last  nigh| 
stated  by  a  learned  civilian,  that  the  sense 
of  the  population  of  this  country  wai 
against  the  Catholic  claims,  he  thought 
it  right  to  observe,  that  so  far  from  this 
being  a  correct  assertion,  it  appeared*  that 
the  great  body  of  the  people  felt  con* 
vinced^at  some  attention  ought  to  be 
paid  to  theee  daims— and,  if  they  were  te 
compare  the  proceedings  on  the  Calbolif 
qoestion  in  lormer  sessions  with  the  proii 
sent  time,  it.wonld  be  manliest  that  vart* 
ous  objections,  which  formerly  existed 
both  within  and  without  doors,  had  novf 
happ%  subsided.  An  bon.  member  whf 
spoke  last  night  (Mr.  Peel)«  bad  read 
extracts  from  the  letter  of  a  noble  rela* 
live  of  his  (lord  Grenville)  on  the  subject 
of  securities.  ^Wha^  were  the  terms  of 
that  letter  ?  It  was  there  expressly  steted» 
that,  if  concession  were  made,  safbguardi 
would  be  required :  but  what  they  were  t# 
be  was  not  mentioned.  How,  then,  were 
tbey  to  come  to  this  knowledge  i  C!er* 
uinly  by  going  into  a  committee  en  tbe 
subject;  for  they  ought  to  shew  them^ 
selves  perfectly  willing  te  investk^  the 
situation  of  so  numerous  a  body  of  peopleu 
The  hon.  gentleman  concluded  oy  ex* 
pressing  bis  perfect  eoncurrence  in  the 
■w>tien«  u  well  m  the  grooiid  of  the 
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tilaiins  of  t^e  Irish  CaihoHcs^  as  on  the 
conduct  of  the  Irish  gOTernment  towards 
them.  ' 

Mr.  Marmeti  SationtBid,  he  had  listened 
to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
had  jast  sat  down,  with  great  attention, 
but  he  must  beg  leare  to  differ  from  him 
en  every  ^oint.    The  hon.  gentleman  had 
obser^d,  that  Ireland  was  at  present  in  a 
state  of  great  irritation,  and,  he,  therefore, 
called  OR  the  Hoose  to  go  into  the  Com- 
fnnte^      He,  however,  must  doubt  the 
propriety    and    eihcacy   ©f  this  -mode, 
whtcb,  in  his  opinion,  would  tend  to  in- 
crease, rather  than  allay  that  irritation. 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  combated,  in  the 
course  of  his  speech,  a  number  of  points 
6(  mere  etiquette,  in  which  he  conceived 
liis  right*  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Pole)  had  been 
mistaken.   They  were  unworthy  of  notice; 
and  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  principle 
on  which  the  debate  proceeded.    When 
the  hon.  gentleman  criticised  the  mention 
ef  two  eabinels,  altfHuigh  that  expression 
might  be  wrong,  yet  it  did  not  invalidate 
a  single  sentence  his  right  hon.  firiend  had 
advanced.      When  the  hoo.  gentleman 
8p6ke  of  the  Convention  act,  he  expressed 
an  opinion  that  its  interpretation  was  not 
finaliy  decided ;  and  defended  the  right 
•f  the  House  to  examine  the  conduct  of 
fMiUic  men. — But,  were  these  the  grounds 
on  wbtch  they  would  agree  to  the  motion? 
What  had  these  observations  to  do  with 
the  question  under  discussion }    The  hon. 
gentleman  expressed  a  fervent  hope,  that 
lie  decision   under  the  Convention    act 
would  be  brought  before  the  dernier  raort, 
the  highest  tribtmal  in  the  state,  the  Hoitte 
of  Lords ;  and  yet,  while  the  question  was 
pdndirtg,  he  would  advise  that  House  to 
f^p  in  before  them,  by  appointing  this 
€emmittee.>    An  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman (sir  A.  Piggott)  had  asserltd  last 
night,  that,  prior  to  the  present  tiipe,  there 
iffas'a  great  bar  to  the  discussion  of  the 
Chtholle  claims,  but  that  that  bar  was  now 
done  away-,  in  consequence  of  the  melan- 
cHtHy  illness  with  which  his  Majesty  was 
afflicted.     He  (Mr.   Sutton)  could  have 
wished  thlit  this  state nlent  had  not  been 
teade.     The  Catholic  cause  wanted   no 
vuch  argument;  which  must  have  been 
|>ainfbi  to  him  that  adduced  it,  but  was 
ndch  more  painful  to  many  who  heard  it. 
The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  fol- 
lowed tip  that  statement  by  a  declaration, 
that '  he   bad  this  consolation,  under   his 
Majesty^s  indisposition,  that  the  interests 
•f  ii^land  woiikl>*n(»w  be  attended  to. 


Good  God !  did  the  hon.  and  Yearned  gem> 
ttcflnan  mean  to  insinuate,  that  ^emterests 
of  Ireland  had  beeA  neglected  ?  Did' he 
mean  to  say,  that,  during  the  long  reign 
€(f  his  Majesty,  proper  attention  had  not 
been  directed  towards  Ireland?  Need  he 
inform  the  hon.  and  learned  gentiemanv 
that  the  rights  and  privileges  wbi^  the 
Catholics  possessed,  were  granted  since 
his  Majesty's  accession  to  the  crowtt?  Hei 
could  not  brook  the  Idea,  that  the  cala* 
mity  of  his  Majesty  shoold  be  held  out  as 
offering  a  consolation,  because  the  rightaof 
the  people  of  Ireland  could  tiow  be  invea- 
tigated  with  advantage.  He  was  not  pre* 
pared  to  go  into  the  Committee  proposed  ; 
he  would  not  support  the  motion,  because 
the  time  was  not  proper ;  nor  would  he  be 
accessary  to  throwing  a  slander  on  the 
Irish  government  He  never  had  had'aa' 
opportunity  of  stating  his  sentiments  en 
Catholic  Emancipation.  And  here  hm 
would  disclaim  the  feeling,  which  was 
generally  imputed  to  those  who  opposed 
the  measure,  that  he  considered  the  Ca« 
tbolics  as  enemies  to  their  country.  He 
gave  them  full  credit  for  honour^ bravery^ 
loyalty,  and  every  generous  feeling—^ 
did  not  believe  the  Roman  Catholics,  as 
men,  were  depraved  or  bad;  norwouhl 
he  impute  to  them,  as.  had  been  done  by 
an  hon.  gentleman  who  affected  ta  ad vo«« 
cate  their  cause,  that  if.  from  the  view 
parliament  took  of  the  subject^  their  claims 
were  not  now  acceded  to,  they  would  re- 
sort to  force.  If  he  cherished  an  opinioB» 
that,  under  any  circumstances,  they  wonld 
so  conduct  themselves,  then,  indeed,  might 
the  imputation  be  justly  cast  on  him»  He 
did  not  consider  this  a  question  of  right» 
but  of  expediency— K)f  justice,  if  geaUe* 
men  would  have  it  so;  justice  to  the  Rookii^ 
Catholics  on  the  one  side,  and  to  the  Pcd* 
testant  establishments  in  church  and  state^ 
on  the  other.  If  that  were  the  <ase»  aa 
seemed  to  be  admitted  by  gentlemen.  o(>« 
posite,  he  thought  it  was  unfair  that  those 
who  expressed  doubw^  on  a  question  o£ 
such  magnitude,  should  be  •  abused  and 
vilified.  Different  opinions  had  bejen  en* 
tertained  on  the  subject;  some  had  said, 
that  the  Catholic  claims  should  be  conn' 
ceded,  without  any  restrictions.  If  it  wertf  . 
just  and  expedient  to  do  so  mnch  for  the 
Catholics^  then  it  was  just  and  expedietti 
to  do  that  which  had  not  been  done  fortfie 
Protestants.  Others  were  of  opinion^  that 
unquaJified  concession  could  not  be^anl^ 
ed  with  safety;  but  that  the  Qatholict 
would  agree  to'  every  safegixard  neceiNkry 
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for  the  wtlUbeing  of  'the  cooiCiuitioa. 
When,  howeirer,  the j  were  asked,  what 
those  securities  were^  their  advice  was, 
that  they  should  be  considered  in  a  Com- 
*  mktees.  He  was  aware  that  a  Bill  couM 
be  debated  in  a  Committee,  better  than  in 
the  whole  House;  but  it  was  proper  that 
the  whole  House  should  first  know  the 
principle  of  the  measure.  On  that  ground 
he  could  not  consent  to  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee, unless  the  securities  were  specified. 
Ifi  he  did,  it  would  be  trifling  with  the 
CftthoUcs;  for  he  should  enter  the  Com- 
mittee with  a  feeling  that  he  never  could 
coBcede  what  was  demanded.  Without 
pledging  himself  one  way  or  the  other; 
without  venturing  to  state  a  decided  opi- 
■ion  on  the  subject  of  the  Catholic  claims, 
he  felt  insuperable  objections  to  tbe  mo- 
tion. He  could  not  agree  to  the  forma- 
tten  of  thai  Committee,  in  tbe  slender 
hepe^  that,  duting  the  collision  of  debate, 
soBie  security  might  arise.  Such  a  mode 
woald  be  degrading  and  insulting  to  the  Ca- 
tholic body.*— With  respect  to  the  gavern- 
xmsoX  of  Irebod,  deeply  slandered  as  it  had 
been  hy  several  gentlemen,  he  was  not  offi- 
cially connected  with  ity  so  as  to  state  the 
case  with  all  thai  accuracy  which  the  weight 
and  importance  of  the  subject  demanded. 
But  this  he  would  say,  that  a  government 
moff»  moderate  in  its  conduct,  or  more>  ac- 
ceptable to  tbe  people  of  Ireland,  although 
some  circumstances  of  irritation  had  occur- 
red, vhis  never  seen  in  that  country.  Much 
bad  been  said  of  that  government,  both  as 
lo  its  construction  of  the  Convention  act, 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  carried 
into  execution.  At  the  head  of  the  law 
authorities  in  that  country  was  placed  a 
B<»hleman,  a  near  relation  of  his,  than 
wham 'a  more  honourable  or  dignified 
character  did  not  exist ;  and  he  could  not 
help  observing,  with  feelings  which  he 
hoped  no  person  coald  blame,  that  that. 
fmkXm  lord,  and  the  law  officers  of  the 
orown»  -had  not  been  commented  on 
wHh  justice  or  candour.  Whatever  might 
be  the  opinion  of  other  persons,  on 
reading  that  act  of  parliament,  he  was 
willing  to  stand  with  the  judgment  of 
the  whole  of  the  judges  in  the  court  of 
Ktng'ft  bench  of  Ireland,  against  the  tpe- 
Mlative  ideas  which  had  been  promul- 
gated. However  he  might  respect  the 
ophiion  defiirered  i>y  an  hon.  and  learned 
g^tleman  (sir  A.  Pigott)  last  night; 
however  oBwilling  he  should  be  to  ad- 
vance «n' interpretation  of  his'own,  in  con- 
tradictioa  to  it^  stUl  ht  would  express  bim^ 
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self  satisfied  with  that  construetion  whicb 
had  been  put  on  the  act  in  Ireland  ;  and 
he  sincerely  hoped,  as  well  as  the  b<ui.. 
gentleman  who  spoke  last,  that  the  qnes* 
tion  would  come  before  the  demier  retort 
for  final  adjudication.  It  had  been  said^ 
that  no  person  should  be  arrested,  except 
in  cases  of  treason,  felony,  or  actual  breach 
of  the  peace.  Now^  if  tlie  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  who  supported  that  opinion^ 
would.jnqnire,  he  would  find  thai  the  uni« 
form  practice  in  Ireland  was,  to  commit  lor 
misdemeanors  tending  to  a  breach  of  the 
peace.  He  would  go  farther,  and  say,  if 
that  hoD.  and  learned  gentleman  had 
looked  into  the  law  books  at  home,  he  would 
have  discovered,  that  it  had  been  done  io 
this  country.  The  point  was  argued  i» 
the  King's-bench,  and  .  the  warrant  was 
held  legal.  That  was  in  a  case  of  libelj 
which  made  the  decision  still  more  strong 
in  favour  of  his  argument.^-Gentlemea 
had  argued,  that  no  time  more  favourable 
than  the  present  oould  be  selected  for  the 
consideration  of  this  question.  la  hi» 
opinion,  there  might;  and  he  groiuided 
himself  on  the  conduct  of  the  Satholies 
themselves.  He  bowed  to  their  author 
rity;  they  best  knew  their  own  interests 
«— yet  they  had  not  pressed  the  questi(HP| 
forward-^they  had  presented  no  petitions 
to  either  House  of  Parliament.  He  conr^ 
curred  with  them,  and  conceived  tbe  lime 
completely  unfit.  He  also  thought  it  was 
a  most  ihopporiune  period  lo  examine  the 
conduct  of  the  Irish  government,  whea  . 
the  proceedings  were  in  a  course  of  leggl 
investigation.  Such  *  an  investigation 
could  only  tend  to  warp  the  fair,  feguUir« 
and  constitutional  course  of  the  law.  See* 
ing  no  ffood  reason  to  enter  into  the  Ca^ 
tholic  daims  at  present,  and  feeling  thsU 
no  charge  had  been  substantiated  against 
the  Irish  government,  he  gave  his  most 
decided  negatire  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  PamtU  rose  and  said :  The  h<Mi» 
member  who  spoke  last,  has  assumed. to 
himself  a  superiority  in  argument  over 
my  hon.  fi-iend  to  which  he  is  not  entitled  % 
fbr  bis  pretensions  rest  upon  a  very  super* 
ficial  conception  of  thb  motion  before  the 
House.  It  is  not,  as  he  has  argued,  a  mo* 
^on  made  for  the  sole  purpose  oTinquiring 
into  the  legality  of  the  conduct  of  govern* 
meni,  but  a  motion  that  has  for  its  objecl 
an  inquiry  into  the  policy,  as  well  as  tkf 
legality,  of  that  conduct ;  and  also  inle^ . 
the  condition  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland; 
The  policy  and  the  legality  of  the  conduct 
are  two  distinct  consiaeratiens  \  or>  other- 
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wife,  the  cr^wn  Itwyeni  would  be  the  effi- 
cient ministers  of  tbie  covntry.  I  confese* 
Sir,  I  hear4,  with  great  si»f  rijce,  the  as- 
MTtionof  the  hoo.  member,  thai  there  had 
eadetcd  no  bar  to  tbe  interests  of  Ireland. 
Sforely,  the  hon.  member  must  hare  for- 
gotten the  reatoos  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  as* 
iigned  for  i|uitting  his  office  in  1601 : 
Ifae  caose  of  tbe  dismissal  of  the  last  ad- 
ttiniitration,  and  the  obstinacy  with  which 
Ibeir  socceasors  have  resisted  every  mea^ 
mire  that  has  been  proposed,  even  of  the 
most  trifling  importance  to  the  interests  of 
Ireland.  He  most  have  forgotten,  that 
from  the  time  of  the  Union,  when  so  much 
was  firomised  the  Catholics,  to  the  present 
Iwnr,  no  oneftatiite  has  be«i  made  to  give 
theti  any  new  concession,  and  that  the 
praysnr  of  their  Petition  has  been  uniformly 
refased.  The  hon.  member  has  said  there 
are  great  objectioos  to  the  present  motion, 
arising  from  the.  time  of  proposing  it: 
ihat  certain  considerations,  having  ro^r- 
enee  to  the  state  of  the  execotivo  govern- 
asent,  and  the  example  of  the  CatMics  in 
^ostfooing  their  application  to  parliaaaent, 
render  ibis  motion,  at  this  time,  particu- 
larly anseasonable.  With  regard  to  the 
first  objection,  it  aeems  to  me,  that  when 
the  Hoose  considers  what  tbe  state  of  Ire- 
land is,  and  that  no  mention  waa  made  of 
ke  political  condition  in  the  Speeeh  from 
tbe  throne,  it  became  the  doty  of  parlkt- 
Aont  to  supply  the  defect,  and  give  its 
wbolo  attention  to  it,  for  the  amelioration 
of  the  state  of  freland  cannot  bear  poet* 
ponemeat  Even  in  the  short  period  that 
Las  elapsed  since  the  opening  of  the  ses- 
sion, measures  have  oecorned,  which  have 
greatly  oontriboted  to  heighten  all  its  dia- 
orders.  As  to  tbe  assertion  of  t^e  faon. 
asembor,  that  the  Catholics  wished  tbe 
discouion  of  their  case  to  be  delayed, 
there  k  the  evidence  of  their  own  re* 
solution  to  prove,  thai  if  their  proceed- 
ings had  not  been  interrupted,  tbeir  Feti- 
lions  would  have  now  beos  upott  tbe 
table.  So  fv  from,  viowing  this  motion  as 
nft&vottrable  to  them,  they  most,  on  all 
accoonts,  deem  it  of  the  greatest  service  to 
Ibeir  cause ;  but,  Aore  particularly,  from . 
tbe  assurance  it  holds  out  to  the'm,  that 
that  great  party  in  this  country,  whiob 
ooropose  what  is  called  tbe  opposition, 
will  not  undertakie  tbe  administration  e# 
government,  unless  they  have  it  in  their 
power  to  grant  tbe  wighed->for  conces- 
sions. 

The  hon.  moart>er,  and  several  crther 
ttoflsbers,  h«vtass«flMd,tbattboGatholiiis 


deasand  these  concessions  as  a  matter  of 
right  It  is  said,  tbe  Catholics  must 
abandon  this  menacing  position,  befero 
even  their  claims  can  deserve  discussion* 
I  do  not  know  where  this  demand,  in  tha 
sense  bete  given  to  it,  is  to  be  found.  It 
is  not  in  the  speeches  of  their  friends  in 
parliament,  or  in  their  own  petitions.  I 
conceive,  Uiat  whenever  they  make  use  of 
the  word  right,  they  ese  it  in  a  qualified 
sense.  I  conceive  that  the  Catholics  do 
not  deny  the  force  of  the  general  maxim» 
that  '  salos  popali  saprema  lex ;'  but  that 
tbe  right  which  they  assert  is  the  unques* 
tionable  right  of  every  British  sobjecC  not 
to  be  restricted  in  any  thing  that  is  not 
adverse  to  the  safety  of  the  country. 

Having  now  examined  the   principal 
topics  of  the  bon.  member's  speech,  I  will  . 
proceed  to  make  some  observations  upon 
that  of  t^e  Chief-Secretary  of  Ireland.    It 
appears  to  me,  that  the  recent >oonduct  of 
the  Catholics  has  been  greatly  nusrepre-^ 
sented  by  him  Mid  many  others ;  and  that 
it  is  a  matter  of  great  importance,  that 
what  their  conduct  has  bean  should  be 
accurately  known,  toasmuch  as  it  will  be 
highly  injurious,  not  only  to  them,  but  to 
the  empire  also,  to  suffer  any  obstacles  to 
exist,  in  tbe  way  of  their  emancipation,  im 
addition  to  those  which  may  fairly  belong 
to  it.     i   shall,  therefore,  endeavour  to 
shew,  what  that  conduct  bas  been,  and 
what  the  aaotives  which  have  guided,  it. 
With  respect  to  the  speech  of  the  right 
bon.  gentleman,  tbe  most  accurate  do* 
scription,  I  think  I  can  give  of  it,  is  this—* 
that  it  was  a  speech  most  reoMrkaUe  for 
tbe  ei^ravagaooe  of  its  prefatory  accosa* 
tions,  and  ttM  impotency  of  its  proofs  and 
uonclosions.    There  was  no  crime  wbidi 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  did  not  insioeat^ 
or  directly  charge  against  tbe  Catholics^ 
Libelling,  sedition,  treason,  rebellion,.  so» 
paration,  revolution,  each   and  every  of 
them,  be  repeatedly  aittributed  to  thorn; 
b«t  when  we  examine  the  eodeavonss  «f 
the  right  hon.  gentlenun  to  support  bis 
case,  what  do  we  see  ?  That  the  whole  of 
his  anger  and  accusation,  and  also  of  bis 
measures,  are  clearly  to  be  attributed  to 
the  soreness  which  be  foels,  in  cooaequeoce 
of  the  abuse  that  has  bee^  bost(^ved  npoa 
him  tbroogh  tbe  medium  of  the  pnbHc 
newspapers-«^rom  tbe  beginning  lo  tbe 
end  of  Im^speech  tbe  burden  of  it  fvasthie 
news*paper  ^use.     Newspaper  abuse  m 
January,  newspaper  abase  in  February, 
•owspaper  abuse  m  ltily>  new8pap4Hr  abM 
isi  JDsoomber;  «!id»  becanaa  lias  pesit 
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Biiiiister  hts  been  thus  abuied,  he  thmki 
he  eta  ditcorer  a  tofficieiit  jottifieatioa 
for  alt  those  violent  and  arbitrary  loea* 
eores  which  have  plunged  Ireland  into  itf 
preeett  sute  of  anxiety  and  agitation. 
The  right  bon.  gentleman  commenced  his 
atafement  of  the  late  proceedings  of  the 
CatheKctf  by  going  over  his  former  charges 
wainstthe  committee  of  1810.  Bat  the 
House  camiot  fail  to  recollect  how  feebly 
be  supported  those  charges  ia  the  last 
•ession.  Their  great  crime  was  making 
violent  speeches.  No'resolotion,  no  overt 
act  was  given  in  proof,  to  substantiate 
a  single  illegal  measure  against  them. 
Certain  speeches  were  made,  which  found 
Iheir  way  into  the  newspapers,  which 
were  very  frte  in  their  animadversions  on 
the  opposttion  to  the  Catholic  claims,  and 
on  the  conduct  of  government;  and  in 
consequence  of  those  speeches,  the  right 
bon.  gentleman  thouglit  proper  to  issue  hie 
Cironlar  Letter,  and  thus  to  impute  to  the 
whole  body  seditious  and  treasonable  in- 
tentions.  Now,  Sir,  it  does  appear  to  me 
lo  be  exceedingly  cruel'  and  very  unjust^, 
to  impute  any  criminal  intention  to  any 
m4n  for  what  he  may  be  reported  to  have 
said  in  a  public  assembly ;  much  more 
cruel  and  unjust  to  go  one  step  farther,  and 
impute  a  criminal  intention  to  a  whole 
body  of  people,  for  the  speeches  of  cortaiB 
individaals  belonging  to  it.  For  speech 
is  so  snbject  to  interpretation ;  there  is  so 
great  a  difference  between  indiscretion 
and  malice,  and  generally  so  little  of  the 
latter  in  the  freedom  of  public  expression, 
that  no  wise  and  temperate  government 
^oold  ever  suffer  itself  to  be  influenced 
by  the  s(ieeches  of  popular  assemblies,  to 
adopt  measm^  of  extreme  seventy  against 
those  who  composed  those  asseinhlies. 
Happy,  then,  would  it  have  been  for  Ire* 
land,  if  it  had  been  under  the  care  of  a 
wise  and  temperate  government :  of  a  eo- 
▼cmment  that  would  have  condescended 
lo  follow  an  example  that  is  to  be  (bund 
inr  ancient  history;  the  example  of  the 
emperor  Theodosius,  who  wrote  thos*  to 
the  prelect  Rufinos:  '*  Though  a  man 
should  happen  to  speak  amiss  of  our  person 
or  government,  we  do  not  intend  to  punish 
bim  :  <  si  id  ex  levitate  processerit,  con- 
f tamaendum  est;  si  ex  insania,  nlisera- 
'.Hone  dlenissimum ;  si  ab  injuria,  remit* 
^  tendom.^"  But  this  committee  of  18 10, 
whatever  were  its  merits  or  defects,  -was 
dWaohred  when  the  object  of  its  institution 
was  attained.  Surely  it  would  have  been 
good  palicy  in  government  to  have  snf* 
(V6l.XX1.) 
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leried  it  io  have  sunk  into  oblition,  and  to 
have  judged  the  future  proceedings  of  the 
Catholics  by  those  proceedings,  and  not' 
by  proceedings  of  this  committee.  But 
government  have  not  thought  so,  Tor  it 
clearly  appears,  from  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  that  all  the  falter 
measures  of  government  have  been  guided 
by  arevengefal  recollection  of  the  speeches 
of  the  committee  of  1810.  Acting  npon 
this  feeling  of  revenge,  they  have  rushed 
headlong  into  a  new  contest  with  the  Cm* 
tholics ;  and  by  thehr  temerity  and  vio^ 
lence,  have  kept  the  whole  country  in  a 
state  of  unexampled  agitation. 

But  the  Catholics,  says  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  are  the  aggressors ;  they  ara 
wholly  to  blame ;  we  have  acted  npon  a 
sound*  policy,  and  strictly  according  to 
law.  I  will  endeavour.  Sir,  to  expose 
bow  wholly  void  of  foundation  these  as* 
sertions  are,  by  stating  truly  to  the  House, 
what  it  is  the  Catholics  nave  done.  It 
seems  that  an  Aggregate  Meeting  was 
held  in  Dublin  on  the  9th  of  July,  and 
that  at  tkih  meeting  it  was  resolved  to  pe- 
tition parliament  in  this  session,  and  to 
convene  a  committee  of  delegates  to  pre* 
pare  and  conduct  the  petition.  The  fint 
question  that  presents  itself  for  examina-> 
tion  is,  had  or  had  not  the  Catholics  good 
reason  f»  determining  to  petition  ?  Tha 
answer  has  already  been  given  by  aright 
hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  so  ably  last 
night,  (Mr.  Canning):  they  had  the  best 
of  reasons  ;  the  removal;  for  the  first  tima 
since  the  Union,  of  the  great  bar  to 
their  claims,  and  the  commencement  of 
a  new  reign,  from  wl^ch  they  had  good 
grounds  to  expect  the  most  liberal  policy. 
The  next  question  is,  had  or  had  not  the 
Catholics  good  reason  for  convenintp  a 
commitiee^  of  delegates  to  manage  tnefr 
petition^  I  knew.  Sir,  that  thef>e  are 
many  who  tbink  the  right  hon.  gentleaaa 
had  said  that  he  thinks,  that  if  the  Aj^gre*^ 
gate  Meeting  of  the  IHh  of  Joly  had 
framed  and  signed  a  petition,  it  woul4 
have  been  a  good  smd  valid  petition  of 
the  Catholics  <^  Ireland.  Mr.  Saurin  bad 
gone  so  far  as  to  say«  att  that  was  neces^ 
sary,  was  to  select  some  person,  wb4 
could  read  and  write,  to  make  him  copy 
some  former  petition,  to  sign  it,  and  sena 
it  to  parliament.  Now,  Sir,  I  feel  quite 
sure,  that  if  the  Catholics  had  proceeded 
in  this  manner,  we  should  never* have 
heard  the  end  of  the  arguments  of  the 
right  hon.  gent,  opposite^  that  such  afpeti* 
tion  was  m  profn  of  the  sentiment  of 
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the  Catholic  body;  we  should  have  had 
it  asserted,  as  it  has  been  so  frequently 
asserted  before,  that  so  far  from  ka  spealo 
higthe  sentiments  of  the  CathoHcs,many  of 
th^m  did  not  understand  what  emancipa- 
tion meant ;  many  of  them  did  not  desire 
h ;  dnd  the  great  mass  of  the  lower  orders 
could  derive  no  benefit  from  it.  But,  Sir, 
It  so  happened,  that  those  gentlemen,  who 
took  upon  themself  es  to  advise  the  mea- 
sures of  the  Catholics  on  this  head,  had 
some  experience  and  precedents  to  guide 
them.  In  1790,  a  petition  was  presented 
to  the  Irish  parliament,  from  an  Aggregate 
Meetiog  held  in  Diiblin ;  but  this  petition 
was  rejected,  and  for  these  reasons;  it 
was  called,-  •'  The  act  of  an  obscure  fac- 
tion, confined  merely  to  the  capital,  dis- 
•OTOwed  by  the  great  mass  of  the  Catholics^ 
Ignorant  of  their  sentiments,  and  incom- 
petent to  speak  on  their  behalf.'^  In 
1805,  a  similar  petition  was  presented  to 
the  united  parliament  Let  as  see  what  a 
learned  doctor  (Duigenan)  said  on  that  oc- 
casion— *'  From  nineteen  of  the  thirty-two 
counties  in  Inland,  there  is  not  one  sub- 
scriber, and  from  the  remaining  thirteen 
but  one  each,  and  not  a  single  name  from 
all  the  Catholic  clergy.  How,  therefore," 
(he  exclaimed))  <«  can  this  petition  be  said 
to  come  from  the  Catholic  communities 
ehher  of  Great  BriUin  or  Ireland !  '*  The 
Catholic  leaders  might  have  supposed  it 
possible  that  Mr.  Saurin  could  be  capable 
of  the  great  inconsistency  of  advising  such 
m  petition  in  one  part  of  his  speech,  and  in 
ether  parts  speak  thus  of  the  Aggregate 
Meeting:— >''  An  Aggregate  Meeting, 
which  assumed  t<{  itself  to  be  a  general 
meetmgofthe  Roman  Catholics."  <' Anas- 
aembly,  assuming  to  itself  the  domination 
ef  a  general  aggregate  meeting  of  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland.— With  such  proofii  of 
what  objections  would  probably  be  urged 
against  a  petition  of  this  kind,  no  candid 
person  can  say  the  Catholics  had  not  good 
Mason  for  having  adopted  the  manner  of 
proceeding.  But  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man says,  so  far  am  I  from  objecting  to 
the  principle  of  an  aggregate  meeting,  I 
would  not  have  interfered,  if  the  whole  Ca- 
tholic population  had  come  up  to  Dublin. 
Now,  I  think,  it  is  quite  plain,  from  the 
tnanner  in  which  he  had  been  alarmed  for 
the  safety  of  the  state,  by  the  project  of  an 
assembly,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would 
be  equally  forward  in  obstructing  it ;  and, 
I  dare  say  we  should  have  heaH  him  de- 
scant much  more  on  the  real  dangers  of 
it :  and  have  found  him  very  ready  in  aa? 


£ari  Marp€ik*9  Motum  rupectvug  [GB8 

sertilfig,  that  if  the  Catholics  had  pr^pbeed 
a  delegated  committee,  to  that  be  would 
have  no  sort  of  objection. 

Another  mode  of  proceeding  that  th« 
Catholics  might  have  taken,  was  that  of 
having  county  meetings  and  separate  peti* 
tions.  But  efery  one  who  knows  any 
thing  of  the  Catholic  body,  its  size  and  its 
various  opinions  respecting  their  own  case» 
will  alh>w  that  petitions  of  this  description 
would  have  spoken  any  thing  else  but  the 
unanimous  and  combined  opinion  of  that 
great  body.  Besides,  it  might  with  rea- 
son be  supposed,  that  a  government  thait 
was  so  particularly  anxious  to  prevent  the 
agitation  of  the  public  mind — to  prevent 
Catholic  speech-making,  would  have  great 
objections  to  this  course.  It  was  not  over- 
looked  that,  in  times  which  such  a  go? ern- 
ment  might  think  the  best,  I  mean  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  %  they  could  have  found 
a  precedent  lor  an  admirable  ppoclamatioa 
of  that  king,  against  tumultuous  peiitiona 
having  a  tendency  to  sedition  and  rebeU 
lion.  * 

There  being,  therefore,  such  reasonable 
objections  to  induce  the  Catholics  not  to . 
adopt  either  of  these  two  plans  of  pro- 
ceeding, there  remained  only  one  other 
plan,  that  which  they  did  adopt,  the  plan 
of  proceeding  by  a  committee  of  dele- 
gates. And,  Sir,  I  confidently  trust,  that 
when  the  House  dispassionately  examines- 
the  grounds  upon  which  this  decision  can 
be  supported,  they  will  gire  their  judg- 
ment in  favour  of  them,  and  against  the  go- 
vernment. However  absurd  the  opinion 
of  lord  Fingall  may  appear  to  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  that  the  plan  of  a  com- 
mittee was  more  fit  to  secure  the  public 
peace,  than  one  great  aggregate  meeting, 
or  several  county  meetings,  I  think  that 
that  opinion  was  founded  on  the  best  of 
reasons,  inasmuch  as  in  such  a  committee, 
there  would  be  so  much  more  information^ 
so  much  more  temper,  so  much  interest  in 
the  quiet  of  the  country,  than  there  could 
possibly  exist  in  an  aggregate  meeting  op 
in  county  meetings :— that  their  proceed- 
ings would  necessarily  be  more  wise,  more 
moderate,  and  more  consistent  with  the 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  country^ 
than  it  is  likely  the  proceedings  would 
be  of  tkese  other  descriptions  of  meetingsi 
It  is  quite  undeniable,  that  the  object 
of  acquiring  an  accurate  ac^quaintance 
with  the  real  sentiments  of  the  Catho- 
lics, could  in  no  way  be  so  well  at- 
tained; and  under  the  present  circum^ 
stances  of  the  times,^  this  is  no  small  |«isti*^ 
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tficatfoa  of  the  plm.    But   bere,  kt  me 
make  one  obserTation  in  respiect  to  lord 
Fiogall     It  leems  to  me»  that  the  right 
hoo.  geotlemaa  should  have  been  the  last 
person  to  make  such  animadversions  as  he 
haA  made  upon  that  most  respectable  noble- 
.man.    The  House  cannot  forget  the  anger 
and  indignation  with  which  he  expressed 
himself^  when  he  complained  of  attacks 
which  had  been  made  upon  him  in  ano- 
ther place ;  and  of  the  earnestness  with 
which  he  urged  the  injustice  of  such  at- 
flackf,  up^n  a  person  who  was  necessarily 
^  absent,  and   had  no  means  of  repelling 
tbem.    With  what  colour  of  justice,  then, 
•can  the  right  hon.  gentleman  support  his 
conduct  in  attributing  to  lord  Fingall  those 
various  offences,  which  he  has  attributed 
to  him  so  profusely,  in  th^course  of  his 
apeech. .  Lord  Fingall,  who  is  barred  of 
bis  right  to  defend  himself  in  his  proper 
place  in  parliament,  by  those  lawa  which 
the, right  hon.  gentleman  will  not  consent 
to  repeal. 

But,  ^r,  besides  these  reasons  which. I 
bav^  given#  to  show  the  Catholics  were 
warranted  in  appointing  a  conunittee  of 
delegates,  there  existed  the  authority  of 
established  usage  and  acknowledged  pre- 
xredents  to  direct  them.  The  right  Aon. 
gentleman  has  exclaimed,  '<  This  com- 
mittee is  not  like  any  otber  committee," 
and  he  has  also  arrqgated  to  bimself,  but 
with  what  justice  we  shall  soon  see,  a 
knowledge  of  Irish  history  superior  to 
that  possessed  by  any  other  member. 
Why,  Sir,  this  knowledge  of  the  right 
iion.  gentleman  cannot  extend  back  as 
Jar  as  for  the  last  twenty  years,  or  he 
icould  never  have  hazarded  so  unfounded 
an  assertion  ;  for,  in  the  year  17(^2,  a 
committee  of  delegates  was  convoked 
and  assembled,  under  circumstances  and 
forms  much  more  resembling  the  forms 
by  which  we  are  brought  together^  than 
those  by  which  it  was  proposed  to  elect 
the  committee  of  1811.  In  respeet  to  the 
^committee  of  1792,  I  wish  to  draw  the 
.particular  attention  of  the  House  to  this 
historical  fact ;  that  in  th^  circular  letter 
which  was  sent  throughout  the  Catholic 
body,  calling  upon  them  to  elect  dele- 
gates, there  is  this  passace  to  be  found, 
<'  We  have  the  first  authority  for  asserting, 
that  this  application'^  (a  petition  to  the 
fang;  "  will  ()ave  great  weight  with  our 
jjracious  sovereign,  and  with  parliament, 
^f  our  friends  are  qualified  to  declare,  ^hat 
it  is  the  universal  wish  of  every  Catholic 
ip  tjie  patioQ."    If  the  right  hon«  gen- 


FsB.  4,  i«i2.         fess 

tleman  will  eni^^re  how  this  passage 
found  its  way  into  this  letter,  he  will  Iear4 
that  the  authority  alluded  to  is  the  British 
governm|gnt» over whichMr.  Pitt  presided; 
and,  theFeCore,  I  argue,,  that  the  commit* 
tee  of  J  792  arose -out  of  the  recommenda* 
tion  of  the  British  government.— By  look- 
ing further  ioto  this  circular  letter,  it 
will  appear,  that  forms  of  returns  were 
sent  down  to  the  country  in  the  blanks, 
for  the  names  of  the  persoiM  elected. 
That  in  the  first  place,  each  parish  chose 
a  certain  number  of  electors,  and  that 
these  electors  chose  the  delegates.  That 
the  delegates  met  in  Dublin  in  1792; 
sat  from  day  to  day,  debated  the  whole  of 
the  Catholic  afi&irs  :  and  not  with  less 
spirit,  or  in  a  manner  less  sparing  of  th^ir 
opponents  than  the  committee  of  1610* 
Lord  Westmoreland  was  at  this  time  lord 
lieutenant,  but  at  that  day  it  was  not  tba 
fashion  to  look  at  a  Catholic  coni^ention 
with  the  aame  alarm  with  which  such  aa 
assembly  is  now  regarded.  This  conven* 
tion  sent  their  petition  to  the  King  by  de« 

Suties  of  their  own  body,  and  so  far  was 
Ir.  Pitt  from  treating  it  in  the  way  the  ^ 
present  government  have  acted  towards 
the  new  committee,  that  he  presented 
them  to  the  King  on  the  3d  of  July,  1793, 
and  on  the  10th  of  January,  lord  West* 
moreland  told  the  Irish  parliament  in  a 
speech  f^om  the  throne,  that  be  had  tha 
commands  of  the  King  to-  recommend  it  to 
them,  to  take  the  state  of  the  Catholici,' 
into  their  consideration.  Soon  after  the 
act  of  1793  passed,  declaring  the  loyal 
demeanour  of  the  Catholics,  and  givinjg 
them  considerable  constitutional  privi^ 
leges. 

^ut  besides  this  precedent  of  1792* 
there  existed  precedents  of  a'succession  of 
Catholic  delegated  committees,  from  1753, 
to  lead  the  Catholics  or  their  late  decision* 
The  Catholic  Committee  of  1737,  which 
originated  with  Mr.  Wye,  was  a  commit- 
tee of  delegates,  and  so  were  all  thosa 
which  at  various  periods,  by  their  perse- 
vering and  patriotic  zeal,  have  obtained 
for  the  Catholics  every  concession  that 
has  been  made  to  them.  These  commit- 
tees have  been  recognized  by  a  succession 
of  Irish  administrations,  in  1757,  177J, 
1777,  1782,  1790,  1792;  in  1803  and 
1805,  by  lord  Hardwicke,  recognised  by  - 
him  in  a  most  unqualified  manner;  by 
the  duke  of  Bedford,  in  IS^tG ;  and  by 
the  duke  of  Ricbmond  in  1808,  ]809» 
and  1810,  until  some  change  had  taken 
place  in  hia  cpoosek 
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Bat,  Sir>  the  righl  koo.  gentlemM  has 
charged  the  Catholics  with  a  wilfal  an^ 
premeditated  yiolatkm  of  the  law.  He 
aayt  they  mast  have  known  that  the  law 
was  as  the  government  declared  it  So  be,  and 
that  they  have  acted  as  bad  snfajects  in  re* 
aisting  the  law.  The  House  will  consider* 
however,  before  they  adopt  the  same  opi- 
nion, whether  the  Catholics  had  not  as 
good  reasons  for  not  taking  the  construc- 
tion which  goyemment  have  given  to  the 
law,  as  they  had  for  selecting  %he  plan  of 

Kitioning  by  a  delegated  committee, 
e  HooSe  will,  in  the  first  place,  see,  that 
If  the  Catholics  examined  the  history  of 
the  Conyention  act,  that  they  would  disco- 
irer  it  never  was  intended  by  those  who 
framed  and  made  it  a  law,  to  prevent 
^legation  fbr  a  preconceived  object.  I 
will  not  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  by 
ireading  what  has  already  been  mentioned 
io  often,  and  never  rerated,  the  declara« 
tion  of  lord  Kiiwarden,  that  the  Convention 
act  was  not  intended  to  prevent  conventions 
asaeinblittg  to  carry  into  efiect  a  precon- 
ceived object.  But  I  be^  leave  to  call 
the  Attention  df  the  House  to  the  followmff 
explanation  of  it  by  major  Hobart.  It 
rests  on  the  authority  of  a  most  respectable 
cttiaen  of  Dublin,  Mr.  O'Donnell.  At 
the  meeting  «f  July  the  31st,  he  made  use 
«f  these  words,  **  On  seeing  this  acft  pass, 
many  gentlemen  who  then  look  an  active 
part  in  Catholic  affairs,  applied  to  the  Se- 
icretary  to  know  whether  this  was  levelled 
against  them  V  I  can  state  the  words  of 
major  Hobart  on  the  occasion.  <  You 
are,'  said  he, '  uneasy  without  cause ;  the 
^  has  no  retrospect  to  your  late  conven- 
tion, for  it  is  designed  to  prevent  any  ge- 
neral meeting  of  Irishmen,  such  as  was 
hekf  at  I^ngannon.' — Surely  this  autho- 
rity is  sufficient  to  set  at  rest,  fbr  ever,  all 
doubt  on  tht  subject.  But  if  the  history 
of  the  law  might  lead  the  Catholics  with 
reason  to  question  ttie  construction  given 
tb  it  by  goverament,  will  aot  the  letter  of 
Hgive  them  ibnher  reason  to  do  So  ?  Let 
Iks  suppose  a  Catholic  really  wishing  to 
form  a  (air  judgment  ttpon  it,  to  read  this 
aet:  will  any  man  deny  that  he  knight 
have  read  it,  and  understood  it  according 
to  the  just  construction  to  be  gfven  to  the 
l^gmg«  contained  in  it,  without  thinking 
it  unlawful  to  be  a  delegate  or  elect  a 
delegate;  Everyone  most  acknowledge, 
Iha  if  he  gave  to  the  word  •  pretence'  the 
i'ense  which  it  conveyt  in  common  par- 
lance, he  eoold  not  feel  thtA  he  would 
aomnit  the  crime  created  hy  theac^  1^ 


electing,  or  acting  as  a' delegate.  Bet 
if  such  a  Catholic  should  wish  for  a 
better  interpretation  of  the  law  than 
his  own  mind  could  affi>rd  him,  wa» 
it  not  possible  fot  him  to  find  opi- 
nions of  lawyers,  differing  from  the  tyt^ 
nions  of  the  crown  lawyers,  though  of  ae 
great  or  even  greater  authority  ?  Might 
ho'  not  have  rested  his  judgment  en  the 
provision  of  the  act?  Under  all  these 
circumstances,  therefore,  I  maintain  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  is  not  borne  out  in 
bis  charge ;  that  the  Catholics  wilfhlly  and 
knowingly  violated  the  law. 

Having  now.  Sir,  found  that  the  Catho- 
lies  had  sood  reasons  for  petitioning,  that 
they  had  good  reasons  for  appointing  a 
delegated  committee ;  and  that  ti»ey  bad 
good  reasons  to  doubt  the  construction 
given  to  the  Convention  act  by  the  go«> 
vernmeni,  I  would  ask  the  House  with 
what  authority  could  a  great  officer  of 
the  crown,  the  Irish  Attorney  General* 
make  use  of  the  following  language  in 
his  speech,  on  the  trial  of  Dr.  Siendan  ? 
*'  I  trespass  on  your  time,  in  ardent  ez« 
pectation  of  allaying  those  discontents, 
and  abatins  that  fever  and  ferment,  whicb 
treason  and  seditions  have  excited.  lam 
sanguine  in  expecting  that  the  result  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  day  will  be  t» 
frustrate  the  designs  of  treason.'^^-^'Many 
of  ihem,  by  these  arts  and  speeches,  are 
working  the  work  of  the  United  Irishmen, 
in  the  cause  of  separation  and  revolu- 
tion."—"This  National  Convention," — 
"  This  National  Assembly."—"  I  cannot 
but  conclude  with  the  position  on  which 
I  originally  set  out,  that  this  project  is 
the  plan  of  the  design  of  some,  whose 
object  is  the  separation  of  the  two  coiur- 
tries — a  revolution."  This  is  the  lan^ 
guase  which  we  find  in  a  correct  report 
of  the  speech  of  the  Attorney  Genera). 
I  however  appeal,  with  great  confidence, 
to  the  House,  for  their  judgment,  that 
such  language  is  not  borne  out  by  the 
conduct  of  the  Catholics,  but  conveys 
insinuations  against  them  altogether  un- 
founded.* 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  has  thought 
proper  to  impute  great  blame  to  the  Ca- 
tholics fbr  what  he  finds  written  in  a 
pamphlet,  which  he  calls  a  Report  of  a 
Committee  of  Grievances.  The  evidence 
by  whicb  he  proves  it  to  be  such  a  re- 
port, is  somewhat  curious.  He  producce 
two  pamphlets,  and  says,  here  is  a 
pamphlet  conuining  an  account  of  the 
hm  which  aggrieve  the  Cathoiki^  pub* 
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Itihed  by  H.  Fitepttrick.  Here  it  mother 
pamphlet,  called  the  Slate  of  the  Catho- 
lic Caese,  pablithed  also  by  H.  FiUpa- 
tiHck  ;  and  in  the  preface  o'f  thit  pamph- 
let time  if  a  note,  at  follows:  "This 
Report  of  the  Sub-Committee  of  GrieT- 
aacety  it  now  published  by  Fitspatrick/' 
Therefore,  ^  right  hon*  gentleman  in- 
fers, that  this  it  that  report,  and  the 
whole  of  the  Catholics  are  to  be  jadged 
by  it.  I  am  sure.  Sir,  I  may  safely  say, 
that  the  person  who  wrote  this  note,  had 
«o  authority  to  call  the  irst  paatphlet 
a  Report  of  the  Sob-Committee  of  GrioT^ 
«oees«  No  each  committer  ever  existed. 
The  committee  of  1810  did  certainly 
appoint  a  sab-committee  to  examine 
what  laws  there  were  in  existence  operat- 
ing against  the  Catholics ;  and  it  is  true 
that  their  enemies  gave  it  the  niek-name 
of  a  Committee  of  Grievances ;  bnt  the 
object  of  the  appointment  of  this  com- 
miHee  was  merely  to  obtain  information 
which  was  wanting  for  the  preparing  of 
4he  then  intended  petition.  As  far  as  I 
am  informed  on  the  snbject,  the  sob- 
x:ommitlee  never  made  any  report  on  the 
laws ;  and  the  pamphlet  which  givet  an 
«eeo«nt  of  them  is,  in  point  of  nict,  the 
work  of  a  most  respecuble  Catholic  bar^ 
rister,  who  alone  is  responsible  for  it. 
As  to  the  several  paru  of  this  work,  on 
which  the  right  bon.  gentleman  has  made 
his  ani  mad  versions,  was  it  not  for  the 
lateness  of  the  hour,  I  would  follow  him 
through  them,  and  show  the  House  that 
hejs  wrong,  and  the  author  right.  The 
statement  of  the  physical  power  of  the 
~  Catholics  is  a  true  statement,  and  if  it  is 
alarming,  those  who  resist  their  claims 
are  alone  to  blame.  It  was  called  for  by 
the  statements  of  those  who  have  falsely 
under-rated  the  power  of  the  Catholics. 
if  it  be  a  crime  to  tell  the  truth,  then, 
indeed,  may  this  pamphlet  deserve  the 
censure  which  has  been  heaped  upon  it ; 
but  those  who  can  read  it  without  pre- 
judice and  passion,  will  approve  of  it, 
and  derive  great  advantage  from  their 
trouble,  as  they  will  thereby  acquire  an 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  real  condition 
of  the  Irish  Catholics.  Before  I  quit  this 
part  of  the  subject,  I  must  be  allowed  to 
tay,  that  it  gave  me  great  pleasure  to 
lltid  the  right  hon.  gentleman  did  not 
mlhide  to  the  attack  which  has  been  made 
on  this  work  by  the  Corporation  of  Dub- 
Kn,  and  that  he  thus  has  contributed  to 
expose  its  ietility  and  lolly. 
The  right  hon.  gentfemaa  has  rested 
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the  defence  of  geverameat  upon  the  opi« 
nions  of  the  law  officers.  He  seeoM  to 
suppose  that  he  has  completely  cleared 
himself,  bv  proving  that  he  acted  mi* 
der  their  advice.  He  says  this  committee  • 
was  most  dangerous,  and  that  being  the 
case,  he  consulted  the  law  officers,  and 
enforced  the  Convention  act.  Bui  I  in- 
sist  upon  it,  that  it  was  a  ialte  and  impo- 
litic decition  to  consider  this  committee 
so  danserout  as  to  warrant  the  applica* 
tion  of  this  law.  There  was  nothing 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  Catholict  te 
joitify  the  slighiMt  alarm  for  the  pub* 
lie  peace.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  has 
made  use  of  a  most  curious  argmnent  to  - 
justify  what  has  been  done;  he  says. 
No  one  in  the  last  session  denied  the  le* 
gality  of  enforcing  this  act.  I  have  look- 
ed over  the  reports  of  what  then  hap- 
pened, and  to  far  from  that  being  the 
case,  I  find  that  I  and  others  who  took 
a  part  in  the  debates,  distinctly  denied 
both  the  policy  and  legality  of  tpplyhtf 
it.  But  this  wise  government  have  failed 
in  an  equal  degree  in  respect  to  the  Ct- 
tholic  cause,  iir  instead  of  impeding  iti 
progress  they  have  advanced  it.  md  I 
been  asked  twelve  months  ago,  what  mea- 
turet  I  would  advite  at  a  friend  to  Ca- 
tholic emancipation,  I  would  have  taid« 
take  thote  ttept  which  will  route  the  Ca- 
tholict Trom  ilieirtnaeiive  bnbilt,  which 
will  ditpel  their  abturd  di? itiont,  whick 
will  make  them  fully  tentible  of  their 
own  cate,  which  will  lead  them  to  be 
loud  and  incetsant  in  their  applicationa 
to  the  legislature ;  and,,  if  possible,  some 
measure  whiich  will  bring  over  their 
Protestant  fellow-countrymen  to  their 
side.  All  this  has  the  government  dene 
in  a  manner  the  most  complete.  Ac- 
tivity, union,  and  a  determination  te 
persevere  in  petitioning,  prerail  every 
where ;  and  as  to  the  rrotestanu,  their 
sentiments  have  been  so  unequivocally 
expressed  in  favour  of  the  Catholics,  that 
I  may  say,  if  the  concession  depended 
upon  them,  that  himost  fbor-fifths  of  that 
body  would  be  ready  to  grant  them; 
a  fact  of  no  tmall  importance,  because 
they  are  the  very  persont  who  best  know 
the  Catholics,  and  who  are  mett  inters 
ested  in  Sheir  question. 

But,  Sir,  the  recent  measoaw  of  govern- 
ment have  not  only  brought  over  the  Pro- 
testanU  of  Ireland,  (hey  have  also  pro- 
duced a  very  general  aheration  in  the 
sentiments  of  the  people  of  England :  te 
much  to,  as  to  have  removed  newy  all  the 
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prettbg  his  opinion  on  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  the  Catholic  claims,  and  of  ex- 
plaining every  circumstance  in  which  be 
was  considered  personally  implicated  in 
the  question,  it  would  not  be  necessary  (• 
detain  the  House  long  opon  those  points. 
He  bad  at  different  times  distinctly  stoted, 
that  there  had  been  no  promise  given  to 
the  Catholics;  but  thai  he  had  always 
considered,  and  had  never  hesitated  to 
express  the  opinion,  that  be  thought,  that  ia 
a  8tatefeman*like  view  of  the  question,  the 
measure  of  the  Union  would  be  incomplete 
without  some  concessions  to  the  Catholics, 
and  that  their  claims  were  likely  to  meet 
with  fewer  obstacles  in  a  parliament  of 
the  empire,  than  in  a  parliament  such  as 
the  Irish  parliament  was  at  that  time; 
but  he  had  never  supposed,  that  such 
claims  could  be  granted  without  some  ar* 
rangement  being  devised,  which  would  bo 
satisfactory  to  the  feelings  of  the  Protest 
tants  as  well  as  Catholics.  Although  he 
agreed  in  the  general  principle  laid  dowa 
by  the  noble  lord,  it  appeared  to  him,  that 
he  had  not  sufficiently  weighed  the  diffi* 
culties  which  were  in  the  way.  It  appear* 
ed  to  him,  that  there  was  nothing  more 
likely  to  injure  the  cause  of  the  Catholics* 
to  run  down  their  character,  or  to  give 
spirits  to  the  common  enemy  from  the  hope 
of  internal  disunion,  than  the  vague  and 
indistinct  manner  in  which  this  qoestioa 
had  been  brought  before  parliament  year 
after  year.  He  deprecated,  also,  those 
vague  epithets  and  accusations,  by  which 
those  who  were  of  one  side  were  charged 
with  intolerance,  and  those  on  the  other 
of  indifference  about  the  security  of  th^ 
constitution.  He  wished  the  real  difficul- 
ties of  the  case  to  be  fairly  sounded  :  and 
when  the  question  should  be  divested  of 
all  the  difficulties  which  did  not  properly 
belong  to  it,  he  then  wished  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  claim  should  have  fair  play. 
In  that  case  it  would  be  for  the  deliberate 
wisdom  of  parliament  to  determine,  whe* 
ther  concessions  made  to  the  Catholics 
might  not  be  made  perfectly  reconcileable 
to  the  securit  of  the  constitution  and  our 
establishments.  He  hoped  that  there 
would  never  be  any  indisposition  in  the 
Catholic  mind  to  submit  their  claims 
fairly  to  the  deliberate  wisdom  of  parlia- 
ment ;  and  whatever  might  be  the  decision, 
to  unite  themselves  heartily  with  the  rest  of 
their  countrymen  in  opposing  the  common 
enemy. -^The  subject  of  the  Catholic 
claims  had  usually  been  considered  in 
three  different  points  of  view.    There  was 


the  difficulty  on  that  head  which  existed 
IB  the  way  of  emancipation.  When, 
Sir,  I  compare  the  reason  which  the 
government  have  adverted  to  in  justi- 
fication of  their  cpnduct,  with  the  actual 
circumstances  of  the  case,  and  see  how 
exaggerated  and  unfounded  their  state- 
ments are,  I ,  cannot  avoid  attributing 
to  ihem  objects  different  to  those  which 
they  profess  to  have  had  in  view.  I  do 
believe  that  they  were  desirous  of  prevent^ 
ing  the  Catholics  from  petitioning  with 
M^ct.  If  the  Catholics  had  adopted  the 
plan  of  a  petition  from  a  Dublin  meeting, 
which  would  have  been  a  petition  of  no 
aort  of  efficacy,  to  this  the  government 
would  not  have  objected  :  if  they  had 
adopted  the  plan  of  county  petitions, 
which  would  also  have  been  without  effi- 
cacy, to  this  the  government  would  not 
have  objected.  But  when  they  did  adopt 
the  only  plan  by  which  the  common 
prayer  of  the  whole  body  could  be  laid 
before  the  Prince  Regent  and  parliament, 
then  the  government,  let  the  consequences 
be  ever  so  dangerous  to  the  state,  besan 
their  attack,  and  left  no  effort  untried  to 
impede  the  success  of  the  Catholics.  Nor 
can  I  avoid  suspecting  that  a  design  still 
more  culpable  was  at  the  bottom  of  all 
their  measures.  For  let  it  be  understood, 
that  every  thing  that  has  passed  since 
July  has  been  with  iho  Mniviion  of  the 
^English  cabinet;  that  the  prime  mi- 
nister is  most  immediately  responsible. 
When  therefore,  we  consider  under  what 
circumstances  the  Catholics  stand  in  re- 
spect to  his  royal  hiffhpess  the  Prince 
Regent,  and  under  what  circumstances 
the  ministers  stand  with  respect  to  both, 
may  it  not  be  conjectured  that  he  would 
have  lent  his  aid  to  efface  from  the  mind 
of  his  Royal  Highness  thoso  impressions 
which  have-  always  been  thought  to  be 
fiavourab!e  to  the  Catholics  ?  When,  Sir, 
we  riecollect  that  we  afe  now  in  that  state, 
which  leaves  us  no  other  security  for  our  po- 
litical existence  but  our  internal  resources ; 
when  we  see  ourselves  on  the  eve  of  a 
war  with  America,  the  policy  does  appear 
to  be  so  obvious  of  accepting  the  enthu- 
•iastic  co-operation  of  this  great  and  gene* 
JTons  people  ;  and  the  opposite  policy  so 
insane,  of  rejecting  their  offers,*  and  fly- 
ing to  a  ayst^  of  unusual  violence  against 
them,  that  I  shall  most  cordially  support 
the  motion  for  going  into  a  Committee  to 
inauire  into  the  State  of  Ireland. 

Lord  Cattkreagh  said,  that  as  he  had  al- 
leady  had   various  opportunities  of  ex- 
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one  class  who  considered  it  as  a  question 
of  strict  right,  and  as  such,  thought  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  coupled  with 'any  other 
considerations.    There  was  a  secpnd  class 
(to  which  be  belonged)  that  were  faTOura« 
ble  to  tb^  granting  those  claims,  but  who 
thought  that  the  concession   should   be 
coupled  with  guards  to  the  constitution 
more  effectual  than  the  present  restrictions. 
The  third  class,  who  appeared  not  to  have 
looked  so  deeply  in^o  the  question,  pro« 
fessed  a   determined    resistance    to    the 
ckiims.     He  never,  howerer,  heard  any 
class  say,  that  the  claims  ought  never  to 
be  conceded  under  any  circumstances; 
•nd  he  thought  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  (sir  John  Nicholl)  had  been 
misunderstood  upon  this  point.    He  had 
not  mentioned  a  final  decision  as  extend- 
ing  to  all  times,  but  only  as  applying  to 
the  indefinite  grounds  upon   which  the 
motion  rested*.     As  to  those  who  contend- 
ed for  the  measure,  as  a  measure  of  strict 
right,  he  thought  that  it  was  unfortunate 
for  them  that  the  decision  of  parliament 
was  not  had  on  that  particular  point.    The 
feelings  of  the  Catholics  now  appeared  to 
be,  to  turn  their  backs  upon  every  thing 
in  the  shape  of  regulation  ;  but  if  the  bare 
claim  of  right  had  been  left  to  the  deci- 
sion of   parliament,    they    would    have 
found,  from  the  very  small  number  of 
supporters  it  would  meet  with,  either  in 
that  assembly  or  in  any  other  del iberatire 
tusemblv,  that  it  would  be  much  more  for 
their  aoTantage  to  receive  concessions  in 
the  way  of  an  arrangement  and  a  regula- 
tion.    He  could  not  conceive  it  to  be 
proper  policy  for  that  House,  either  upon 
the  present  or  any  other  occasion,  to  re- 
solve itself  into  a  committee  to  enquire, 
when  no  individual  member   had  been 
able  to  suggest  to  them  a  tolerable  idea 
of  what  it  was  expected  that  such  a  com- 
mittee would  be  able  to  do.     As  for  the 
Catholic  mind,  he  could  not  suppose  that 
it  was-  now  very  materially  altered  from 
what  it  was  when  he  had  communications 
with  them,  and  when  he  supposed  such  an 
arrangement  waa  practicable.    A  right 
bon.  gentleman,  (Mr.  Grattan,)  who  had 
been  the  chief  advocate  of  their  claims  in 
that  House,  and  who  had  certainly  brought 
forward  those  claims  at  all  times  in  a  man- 
ner the  most  likely  to  produce  concilia^ 
tion,  had  stated,  on  a  former  occasion, 
that'  he  would  not  propose  the  measure 
without   conceiving    that    it    might    be 
coupled   with  such  an    arrangement    as 
Would  protect  the  country  from  any  pa* 
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tronage  exercised  by  the  Pope,  who  might 
be  under  the  <hontrool  of  the  foreign  ene- 
my. He  would  Wish  to  ask  the  right  hon« 
gentleman  this  day,  whether  such  was 
now  his  opinion,  and  whether  the  Catho- 
lics coincided  with  that  view  ?  He  had 
been  informed,  that  the  Catholic  clergy 
would  consent  to  no  such  arrangement; 
and  ^hat  theyr  had  suted,  that  from  the 
deference  wllich  they  owed  to  the  Pope, 
they  could  not  agree  to  it  without  his  full 
consent.  They  represented,  that  they 
would  consider  it  a  crime  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  present  weakness  and  captivity 
of  their  sovereign  pontiff.  Here,  then,  a 
very  serious  difficulty  occurred;  and  it  re- 
mained to  be  seen,  whether  th^e  were 
not  means  of  making  such  an  arrangement, 
that  the  church  of  Ireland  might  be  as 
independent  of  the  Pope,  as,  bv  other  ar- 
rangements, the  church  has  become  In 
many  other  Catholic  countries.  It  would 
be  necessary  pn  this  point  to  look  to  the 
Catholic  mind  and  judgment  in  other  coun- 
tries. He  conceived  that  it  would  be  in- 
finitely more  for  the  interest  of  the  Catho- 
lic body  that  such  an  arrangement  should 
be  made,  as  the  ecclesiastical  as  well  at 
the  lay  part  of  their  community  could 
agree  to.  In  the  year  1801  he  did  feel 
that  there  was  a  difficulty  almost  insor- 
mouDtable.in  jjie  state  of  the  public  mind 
at  that  time  upon  the  question.— There 
was  also  another  obstacle  which,  he  had 
then  despaired  of  being  able  to  overcome. 
A  very  strong  impression  prevailed  in  a 
very  high  quarter  against  those  claims. 
It  was  no  transient  opinion  that  there  wai 
hope  of  being  able  to  change;  it  was 
a  fixed  principle,  proceeding  from  the 
feeling  of  an  obligation  imposed  under  the 
sanctity  of  an  oath.  With  such  an  im* 
pression  on  his  mind,  this  was  a  case  in 
which  that  high  person  could  not  be  ex- 

fleeted  to  take  the.  advice  of  ministers. 
f  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  had 
passed  the  measure,  there  was  every  reason 
to  suppose  that  he  wouki  have  given  the 
negative  which  the  constitution  allowed 
him  to  do.  In  such  circumstances,  and 
to  prevent  the  royal  negative  being  given, 
if  the  two  Houses  had  agreed  to  the  prayer 
of  the  petition,  he  thought  tharit  was  much 
the  best  way  not  at  that  time  to  agitate 
a  question  which  could  not  then  be  auc* 
cestui.  For  his  part,  he  was  not  one  of 
those  who  entertained  such  an  opinion  of 
the  effect  of.  the  coronation-oat|).  Hm 
never  thought  that  the  oath  codd  have 
validity  to  interfere  wttb  the  declaioa  of 
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the  legisbttM-e  on  any  qaeitiofi  relating  to 
the  public  good ;  tmt  still  the  obstacle  was 
of  a  nature  which  coold  not  be  surmounted. 
—With  respect  to  the  transactions  which 
had  recently  taken  place  in  Ireland,  be 
wished  to  put  the  most  favourable  con- 
atruciion  on  the  condoct  of  all  the  parties. 
He  thought  that  the  Catholics  were  en* 
titled  to  a  considerable  degree  of  Ibrbear- 
ance.    As  to  those  parte  of  their  proceed- 
ings which  appeared  most  desenring  of 
^kme,  he  must  say,  that  he  believed  that 
there  was  no  member  of  that  House  who 
had  ever  attended  popular  meetings,  who 
did  not  know  that  often  the  speeches  of 
cue  or  two  men,  gave  a  colour  to  the 
whole  proceedings  of  the  meeting ;    al- 
though often  the  real  sentimente  of  the 
maiority  of  persons  present  were   very 
differenu    He  hoped  that  this  was  the 
case  with  the  majority  of  Catholics  present 
nt  these  meetings,  but  he  must  say,  that 
BOthing  could  be  more  impolitic  than  the 
4)oiirse  which  they  pursued.    If  the  Con- 
vention act  did  not  apply  to  such  a  con- 
vention as  theirs,  be  was  at  a  loss  to  know 
to  what  case  it  could  possibly  apply.     If 
the  law  was  doubtful,  it  might  become  the 
duty  of  the  legislature  to^explain  it;   but 
he  conld  not  conceive  there  was  the- least 
rationai  doubt  with  regard  to  its  meaning. 
Was  it  possible  that   any    government 
Mold  exist  aBKNSg  conventions  of  this  na- 
tnt«?    If  the  Catholics  might  thus  sit  in 
oonvention,  notwithetandingthe  law,  there 
was  nothing  to  prevent  the  worst  classes 
of  the  community*  the  TKrashers  for  ez- 
•a^>le,  from  hein|^  also  represented  in  a 
OMnreation  of  theur  own.    The  Conven* 
tion  act  was  oertainly  first  introduced  by 
lord  Clare,  to  oppose  the  influence  of 
J^«nch  principles^  and  the  efforu  of  the 
United  Irishmen,  who  openly  avowed  that 
their  obfect  war  to  connect  the  great  mass 
of  the  population  of  the  country,  with  a 
•onventi<m,  which  wonld  be  thus  able  to 
tfverawe  the  legislature.    He  was  free  to 
ndmit,  that  he  did  not  believe  that  the 
Catholics  hitd  assembled  with  any  mis* 
chievous  imeations  (Hear,  hear!);    but 
he  bdteved  they  had  imagined,  that  as- 
■ambling  such  a  body  in  the  city  of  Dub- 
lin would  give  an  extraordinary  weight 
sAd  authority  to  their  petition.    If  the 
Catholics  had,  however,  been  permitted 
to  hold  tbeir  conventions,  an  example 
woald  have  been  set  to  any  body  of  own, 
whose  intentions  really  were  miithievous, 
toform  conventions,  and  endeavour  by  this 
means  to  wiaM  the  physical  loroa  A  the 
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country.    He  fought  that  the  CathoUca 
had  lately  engaged  in  a  most  unwiie  con* 
flict  with  the  Legal  authority  of  the  coun» 
try;    but  whatever  intemperance  there 
might  have  been  in  their  proceeding^, 
that  would  never  alter  his  general  opinion  of 
the  merits  of  their  case.    He  tbooffht  that 
they  imposed  upon  the  judges  of  the  land 
difficulties,  which,  in  point  of  feeling,  they 
ought  not  to  have  imposed   upon  them. 
He  thought  that  they  threw  a  dimculty, 
which  they  ought  not  to  have  done,  upon 
the  AttorneynGeneral,  in  forcing  him  to 
bring  such  a  man  as  lord  Fingall  before  a 
jury.    How  great  must  be  the  difficulty  of 
persuading  any  jury  that  such  a  man  as 
ford  FingalJ,  so  peaceable  and  exemplary 
in  his  conduct,  could  have  any  criminal  or 
improper  motives!     He  thought  that  tha 
Catholics  had  also  acted  very  hastily  and 
wrong,  in  the  great  irritation  which  they 
ezpre<«ed  laiterlv  at  the  conduct  of  the 
duke  of  Richmond,  whose  government  they 
had  before  confessed  to  be  (bunded  not^mly 
on  the  principles  of  forbearance,  bot  on  the 
greatest  benevolence  and  impartiality  to 
all  parties.    Every  one  who  knew  the 
character  and  the  principles  of  that  noble 
duke,  must  be  convincea,  that  their  anger 
against  him  was  without  just  cause.    The 
Catholic  body,  in  fact,  never  appeared  t« 
\tas  advantage,  than  when  they  were  de- 
bating in  conclave.    As  to  the  right  of 
petitioning,  what  was. there  to  prevent 
them  from  the  old  British  constitutional 
Kwde  of  petitioning  by  counties  and  by 
districte?     He  hoped  that  the  Catholics 
would  now  for  ever  close  their  book  of 
conventions,  and  proceed  in  the  old  regn* 
lar  way  of  petitioning.    He  would  allow» 
that  it  was  highly  natural  for  the  Catholics 
to  fte\  severely  those  restrictions  which 
placed  them  on  an  inferior  footing  to  the 
rest  of  their  fellow  subjects.    He  really 
thought  that  many  gentlemen  were  com* 
pletely  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the 
Catholics  would  gain  much  political  power 
by  this  measure,  as  it  appeared  to  him 
that  they  now  enjoyed  a  certain  share  of 
it,  through  those  Protestasit  representatives 
chosen  by  their  influence ;  and  be  wovid 
just  as  soon  see  Catholic  gentlemen  repre^ 
senting  the  Catholic  influence ;  as  see  Fro* 
testants  in  that  situation.    The  noble  loni 
concladed  by  declaring  it  as  his  opinion^ 
that  it  did  infinite  mischief  to  the  Catholio 
cause  to  have  the  subject  agitated  so  fra-> 
quently  in  Parliament,  without  one  prac^ 
tical  measure  beinff  proposed  which  had 
the  least  chance  of  meeting  the  views  of 
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ftll  ptrtiei^  itt  reconcilifig  tbe  concetsions 
to  be  made  with  the  secorities  to  be  pro- 
fiied  for  the  constttuiion.  Oa  the  gene- 
ral principle,  bis  opinion  remained  unal- 
tered ;  and  he  only  wished  to  see  some 
practical  plan  proposed  which  was  likely 
to  be  acceded  to*  Until  that  was  done, 
lie  thought  thos^  endless  discussions  on 
the  subject  did  great  ti^ory  to  the  cause, 
by  committing  members  m  a  manner  in 
consequence  of  the  votes  they  h»d  already 
given.  ^ 

Mr.  Whitbread  rose  at  the  same  time 
Vrith  another  hoDv  member^  but  the  House 
Expressing  a  general  wish  to  hear  Mr.  W. 
iie  beffan  by  declaring  bis  regret,  uncon- 
■ccted  at  he  was  with  Ireland,  except  by 
being  a  member  of  the  united  parliament, 
to  prevent  other  hon.  gentlenfien  from  de- 
Itteringtheir  opinion  on  the  subject;  but, 
protracted  as  the  debate  had  been,  the 
^>eech  which  had  just  been  made  by  the 
noble  lord  rendered  him  extremely  anxi- 
ous to  assign  his  reasons  for  the  vote  he 
Jhoold  giye.  The  doble  lord  had.  com- 
plained of  the  indistinct  and  indefinite 
liatm'e  of  the  motion  before  the  House ;  he 
llAd  termed  the  discussion  an  unintelligible 
one,  and  yet,  to  do  the  noble  lord  ample 
justice,  he  had  contributed  his  full  share 
to  that  unintelligibility,  (A  laugb«)  He 
(Mr.  W.)  was  now,  as  be  always  had  been, 
a  warm  friend  to  the  considtmtion  of  (he 
Catholic  claims.  Agreeing  with  the  noble 
lord  in  aome  of  his  general  propositions 
(as  well  as  he  could  understand  them)  he 
ratirety  differed  from  bira  in  thinking 
ihat  the  attainment  of  those  claims  had 
l^en  retarded  by  the  discossions  to  which 
tbe  Yarious  motions  on  the  subject  had 
girtA  rise.  On  the  contrary,  be  raain^ 
Mined  that  discussion  alone  had  raised  the 
Ckitfoolics  from  that  state  of  abject  slavery 
te  which  they  were  once  plunged — liiat 
to  discussion  alone  were  tbe  Catholics  in«> 
4e^tKd  (or  all  th«t «'  light  and  life"'  which 
Aiey  already  possessed— *^nd  that  to  dis* 
ftusskm  alone  would  they  owe  the  acquisi- 
tion ci  those  rights  and  pviTileges  wbtcb 
were  yet  withheld  from  them.  Instead, 
tiieraibre,  of  adtisiiig  then  to  remain  in 
Ibe  stsite  of  torpor  recommended  by  the 
ftoble  lord,  hit  strenuous  adTice  to  them 
would  be  to  reiterate  their  claims  until 
they  obtained  the  accomplishment  of  their 
jutt  Wishes.  Tbe  noble  lord  had  bCilaneed 
A^  difficulties  and  dangers  which  at*- 
tmded  the  qvestion  on  both  sidesr;  -He 
liiiid  ealsTged  on  the  ne«:e9iity  of  securities 
i»t  ^ke  consMtutioiial  ^stiri^i&faments,  and 
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yet  tbe  n<^le  lord  had  concluded  by  ad*^ 
mitting  (with  what  consistency  be  would  ' 
not  pretend  to  determine)  that  one  of  tbe 
best  of  those  securities  would  be  created 
by  allowing  Catholics  to  sit  in  parliament. 
Notwithstanding  this  admission,  the  noble 
lord  arraigned,  with  great  Tehemenee,  the 
noble  lord  who  originated  the  preset^  dis* 
cussieo — his  right  hon.  friend  near  him 
(Mr.  Orattan)— «nd  e?en  that  great  man 
who  first  brought  tbe  Catholic  question 
urfder  the  consideration  of  the  united  par* 
liament,  (Mr.  Fox,)  for  the  indefinite  na« 
ture  of  their  respectiTe  propositions.  But 
surely  if  the  House  had  a  right  to  apply 
to  any  one  to  take  the  question  out  of  this 
undefinable  state,  it  was  to  the  noble  lord 
himself;  wbo^  for  the  first  time,  had  that 
night  introduced  into  the  debate  the  Kine 
in  person  (Hear,  hear !)  The  noble  lord, 
not  tbinkin^^  that  the  King  was  bound  by 
the  coronation  oath  to  resist  tbe  Catholic 
claims,  had  ncTertbeless  confessed  that  be 
had  placed  himself  between  tbe  Catholics 
and  the  crown.  The  nobleJord  professed 
himself  to  have  been  the  champion  of  the 
crown  in  this  affair.  Yet,  what  had  he 
done  ?  He  had  shrunk  from  the  side  of 
the  crown,  and  with  his  colleagues  bad 
retired  from  office.  Why  ?  Because  they 
could  not  carry  the  question  of  the  Catho* 
lie  claims.  Not  because  the  people,  ob- 
jected to  them* '  not  because  parliament 
objected  to  them,— but  because  the  King 
objected  to^ them,  the  noble  lord  and  his 
colleagues  left  the  cabinet,  and  bis  Ma* 
jesty  called  to  his  Counsels  men  who  wer« 
willing  to  take  on  themselves  the  respon« 
sibility  of  resistance  to  the  Catholics.  At 
tbe  time  of  the  Union,  the  noble  lord  (to 
use  his  own  words)  formed '«  an  important 
feature^'  of  that  compact ;  but  he  now  de* 
nied  that  at  that  period  there  w^s  frny 

rcific  promise  that  the  Catholic  claims 
uld  be  granted.  True.  Bat  there  was  A 
dbtinct  understanding,  not  merely  that 
the  subject  should  be  discussed  in  thd 
united  parliament,  but  that  the  claims  of 
the  Catholics  should  be  backed  by  all 
the  talents  of  Mr.  Pitt,  all  the  weight  of 
the  noble  lord  (thei^  chief  secretary  for 
Ireland)  and  all  the  influence  of  lord 
ComwAllis.  Well  did  tbe  noble  lord  kno# 
that  without  such  a  tacit  agreement  tbe 
Union  could  never  have  been  effected. 
With  all  the  money,  with  all  the  promises^ 
that  h^  been  lavished — and  /<  with  all. 
means  and  appliances  to  boot,''  tbe  Union 
would  ncTer  have  been  effected  had  not 
the  Catholic  body  been  won  over  by  n 
(3T) 
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distinct  undenundiiig  tbit  ihm  daim 
froald  be  conceded.  1%  was  mncli  too 
late,  therefore,  for  the  noble  lord  to  talk 
•f  the  insuperable  difficulties  arising  from 
the  state  of  the'  Catholic  clergy  and  laity^ 
and  the  necessity  of  secnrities  for  the  esta- 
blished church.  Having^  agreed  at  the 
period  of  the  Union  to  bring  forward  and 
support  the  Catholic  claimsy  unless  the 
noble  lord  had  at  that  period  arranged  in 
his  own  mind  a  definite  plan  by  which 
such  an  important  object  might  be  attained> 
he  had  been  guilty  of  little  less  than 
treachery  in  holding  out  expectations  of 
saccess  to  the  unfortunate  and  8o£fering 
Catholics.  But  how  was  the  question 
respecting  these  difficulties  to  be  decided? 
The  noble  lord  talked  of  the  impossibility 
of  parliament's  legislating  without  any 
communication  from  the  Catholics  as  to 
their  assent  to  or  dissent  from  the  mea- 
sures that  miirht  be  proposed.  But  what 
arrangement  bad  the  Catholics  in  their 
power  to  sug^t»  prevented  as  they  were 
from  assembling  for  that  purpose  ?  Their 
meetings  might  be  pronoimced  legal  by 
one  jury,  and  illegal  by  the  next.  And 
yet,  without  beins  warranted  in  the  as- 
sertion by  any  information  received  from 
the  general  bod  Vi  the  noble  lord  declared 
that  the.  difficulty  regarding  the  King's 
Veto  on  the  appointment  of  Catholic 
bishops  could  not  be  oyercooM.  The 
claimants,  it  was  contended,  would  not 
now  give  up  that  point;  and  the  noble 
lord  bad  told  the  House,  that  the  Catholic 
mind  was  not  prepared  for  receiring  the 
concessions  which  it  was  proposed  to 
grant.  Strange  assertion !  That  four  mil- 
Eons  of  petitioners,  who  came  respectfiilly 
presenting  their  prayers  to  parliament, 
were  not  prepared  properly  to  receive 
that  for  which  thejr  asked !  But  if  the  state 
of  the  Catholio  mind  was  not  perfecUy  sa- 
tisfactory at  present — would  the  noble 
lord  venture  to  assert  that  at  the  period  of 
the  Union  the  Catholics  were  not  dispoMd 
to  concede  the  Veto  ?  If  so,.all  the  change 
that  had  taken  place,  all  the  irritation  that 
liad  been  produced,  was  attributable  to  the 
delay  which  the  Catholics  had  expe- 
rienced in  the  sittainment  of  their  just 
claims.  To  the  noble  lord  and  to  hia  col- 
leagues must  be  ascribed  their  present 
iexasperation  and  feelings  of  discontent, 
whicif  he  prayed  to  God 'might  not  in- 
crease to^a  much  more  alarming  extent. 

The  rfght  hon.  secretary  for-  Irelalld 
(Mr.  Pole)  in  his  speech  last  night,  seemed 
to  think  tiial  the  whob  ^f  the  debate  m- 


hUed  to  himself  and  to  bit  own  little  ac« 
tions,  and  was  extremeljr  displeased  at  tha 
order  in  which  the  various  speakers  had 
risen ;  wishing,  no  doubt,  to  have  mar- 
shalled them  according  to  his  own  f^ydiion. 
The  House  had  certainly  to  comnlain  that 
the  person  with  whom  the  Irish  govern- 
ment communicated  (the  Secretafr  of 
Stote  for  the  Home  Department)  had  not 
hitherto  thought  proper  to  favour  them 
with  his  opinions  on  the  subject :  But  per- 
haps  the  time  of  that  right  hon.  gentleman 
was  too  much  engrossed  by  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Police  of  the  metropolis  and 
the  state  of  the  Nightly  Watch  (A  laugh.) 
With  that  exception,  he  really  saw  no  rear- 
son  to  complain  of  the  order  in  which  Um 
speakers  on  the  present  question  had  suc- 
ceeded to  each  other.  There  had  been — 
fir^  the  noble  lord  who  began  the  debate* 
then  the  learned  civilian  opposite  to  hint* 
then  a  right  hon.  privy  counsellor,  then  « 
learned  lawyer  on  tfaie  other  side,  and  sa 
on,  in  very  fair  and  re^lar  altematioii» 
until  they  concluded  with  the  noble  lord 
who  combined  in  himself  all  these  various 
characters.  The  risht  hon.  and  learaed 
civilian  (sir  J.  Nicholl)  who  was  con* 
nected  with  the  Church  E8toblishment,.and 
who  seemed  to  stand  in  the  place  of  aao* 
ther  learned  doctor  and  privy  counsellor 
(Dr.  Duigenan,)  had  made  a  lon^  addreaa 
to  the  House  m  a  style  very  similar  t» 
that  of  his  able  precUcessor  (a  laugh«) 
According  to  him,  all  the  rescinded  sta- 
tutes of  the  penal  code  to  which  the  Ca* 
tholics  had  rormerly  been  subject,  ought 
to  be  re-enacted  for  the  purpose  of  pfo« 
ducing  tranquillity  in  Ireland ;  but  at  tk^^ 
same  time  he  profossed  himself  (with  what 
sincerity  it  was  for  the  House  to  defter* 
mine)  extremely  averse  to  shutting  th* 
door  against  any  future  consideration  of 
the  Catholic  claims ;  and  the  noble  lord 
had  further  explained  for  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman,  that  he  meant  no^ 
thing  more  than  to  object  to  indefinittt 
measures.  Such  had  been  the  efiect  ef 
repeated  discussions  on  this  most  impor- 
tant subject,  that  all  concurred  in  the  opi^ 
nion,  that  some  day  or  other  the  claima  of 
the  Catholics  ought  to  be  oonoeded ;  hm 
it  so  happened,  that  every  hon.  memhw 
who  spoke  from  the  other  side  of  .th#. 
House,  after  admiuing  the  propria  iof ' 
the  concession,  terminated  his  address  bjt 
exclaimiMr  <'  Oh,  but  the  thne  is  tml 
come !''  iWy  were  all  emancipators;  bipl 
none  of  them  would  go  into  the  Comttol* 
tee  to.  com^  ^  best  madi  9i  •OtH^ 
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cipaiion.  The  Catholic  qneilioii  leeiiMcl 
to  be  mucii  in  the  same  atate  as  the  ques- 
tioii  for  the  aboNtion  of  the  Shive  trade 
bad  oace  beed ;  and  in  which  it  would 
still  hare  been,  had  the  arguments  of  the 
giTidoal  abolitionists  been  listened  to.— 
Ail  were  abolitionists;  bat  none  woald 
abolbh  it»  for  *'  the  time  was  not  come/' 
Ijhe  right  honoarable  and  learned  ci* 
▼ilian  had  roainlained,  that  the  great 
body  of  the  Catholics  were  not  at  all 
mfiecttd  by  the  exctnsions  under  which 
they  laboured;  the  operation  of  which 
^ras  confined  to  the  gentlemen  of  the 
country.  This  assertion  had  been  ad- 
mirably refuted  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
nan  who  fol]owedr(Mr.  Cannina)  in  a 
Kieech,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  for 
•loquence  which  had  erer  been  heard  in 
that  House.  One  part  of  that  speech, 
boweTer>  he  could  by  no  means  approve. 
B  was  a  passage  which  sayoured  strongly 
of  the  doctrines  of  that  administration,  to 
which  in  its  commencement  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  belonged,  comprehending 
as  it  did  a  sort  of  jogging  to  the  country 
to  be  ready  to  renew  &e  cry  of  "  No  Pt>- 
pery.''  Of  the  other  parts  of  the  bril- 
liant effusioo  to  which  ne  had  alluded,  it 
was  impessible  to  speak  toi^  highly.  ''Oh, 

C found  ignorance  of  human  nature  T' 
that  right  hon.  gentleman  eloquently 
and  justly  exclaimed.  When  be  adreried 
to  the  argument  that  the  exclusion  of  the 
higher  orders  from  offices  of  dignity  and 
state  would  tiot  operate  to  the  discourage- 
ment and  depression  of  every  class  of  the 
community.  Was  it  not  most  exhila- 
rating to  witness,  as  the  House  had  done 
last  Ai^ht,  a  gallant  soldier,  a  native  of  the 
sister  island  (general  Cole,  see  p.  i92.j 
take  his  seat  zfur  a  long  absence  epent  in 
military  service,  and  receive  the  highest 
gratification  which  a  military  man  could 
experience— the  thanks  of  the  representa. 
tives  of  a  free  people  ?  It  was  a  circum- 
sunce  vrhich  the  posterity  of  that  gallant 
general  would  take  a  pride  in  recollecting, 
white  the  eloquent  and  impressive  terms 
in  which  the  Hianks  of  the  House  were 
Mveyed,  would  be  read  with  sensibility 
%  the  successors  and  descendants  of  him 
who  delivered  them.  (Hear,  hear!)  But 
what  V90fAd  have  been  the  feelings  of  a 
Oft^olic  nobleman,  blessed  with  virtuous, 
brave,  and  well  educated  sons,  who  by  any 
accident  might  have  been  a  spectator  m 
ihia  scene  ?  Would  be  not,  m  the  bitter- 
ness of  his  heart,  have  exclaimed,  ''  My 
#0fii  may  bliedawl  die  ia  thft^defeBce  of 


their  coaolry  as  ensigns  and  captains-w 
they  may  traut  the  paths  of  glory,  and 
deserve  the  honours  which  general  Cola 
has  received,  but  reap  them,  alas !  they» 
never  can !"    (Hear,  bear !).    Was  it  sur- 
prising that  the  Catholics  should  show  re- 
peated symptoms  of  indignation  at  dis- 
tinctions so  utterly  unreasonable  ?  It  was 
a  natural  feeling ;  and  the  consequence  of 
it  had  been,  that  many  Irishmen,  ardent^ 
brave,  and  entho8iastic>  full  of  honour^ 
eager  for  distinction,  and  unable  to  sub- 
mit to  those  restrictions  which  limited 
their  views  of  promotion  in  the  British 
service,  nought  in  foreign  nations  for  that 
glory  which  they  were  denied  at  home. 
To  this  caus^  was  it  owing  that  a  Lacy,  a 
Lally,  a  Sheldon,  an  O'Farrel  had  devoted 
their  military  talents  to  the  service  of  hos- 
tile countries.    To  this  cause  was  it  owing 
that  in  almost  every  great  battle  whicfi 
had  been  fought  on  the  contiuent-*-in  the 
fields  of  Blenheim,  of  Kamilies,  of  Mal- 
plaquet,  of  Fontenoy,  Irishmen  had  been 
brigaded  against  us.     Such  had  hitherto 
been  the  case,  and  such  must  continue  to 
be  so.  If  the  same  barrier  were  interposed^ 
the  s|tme  effects  would  follow.     Step  by 
step  the  Irish  Catholics  had  acquired  the 
privileges  which  they  possessed.     Their 
spirit  and  intellect  had  burst  forth  with  ad^ 
ditional  ardour  since  the  removal  of  the 
PMtrictiona  ia.  X70S.     This  ardour  must 
have  vent    If  we  were  not  prepared  to 
engage  them  on  our  side  in  the  great  bat- 
tle ^ich  we  bad  to  fight  with  our  invete- 
rate enemy,  we  should  find  both  the  phy- 
sical force  and^he  intellect— both  the  men 
and  the  minds,  leagued  against  us.  (Hear^ 
hear!)    Reverting  to  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon^  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Can- 
ning) he 'repeated  his  testimony   to  the 
sin^ar  eloquence  by  which  it  was  dis- 
tinguished.   An  hon.  member  had  charao- 
teriied  that  speech  as  '  satis  eloquentim, 
'  sapientise  parum/    In  this  description  of 
it  he  could  not  concur.     He  would  rather 
«ay  '  satis  eloquentis*  sapientise  satis/ 
Yet  he  felt  no  sutpritfe  that  the  erguments 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had   failed' 
to  produce  conviction  in  the    mind  of 
the  hon.  gentleman,  for  they   had  ac- 
tsmlly    failed  to  pr^uce  convlctio/i   ia 
the  mind  of  th  m 

himself.  (Alaugl  hi 

hon.  gentleman  a- 

tion  in  which  si  hi^ 

havoibeen  expec  hc 

he  was  himself  td 

fhakeiMffth^ti,,—.^ ^__    -.J* 
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escaped  from  the  influeBce  of  bis  late  ool- 
)eagqe^>«^hi8  gepius,  with  its  pluraage  ail 
bright  and  resplendent,  bad  taken  a  fuJI 
and  unrestrained  flight  into  the  regions  of 
truth  and  eloquence— but  what  wag  the 
result  ?  Labouring  to  couvincf!  every  body 
eUe,  the  right  hon«  gentleman  could  not 
at , last  obtain  his  own  Tote.  (A  laugh.)  As 
)ie  listened  to  the  right  hon.  gentlemUn's 
polished  periods,  he  could  not  help  asking 
bimself,  "  Is  this  really  the  man  who  has 
hitherto  been  thfi.  enemy  of  the  Catholic 
claims — who  when  in  office  distinguished 
biniself  as  the  strenuous  opposer  of  Ca^ 
tholic  concession^ who  concurred  in  the 
Tote  which  went  to  disqualify  a  Catholip 
from  being  a  Bank  Director  in  Ireland-*- 
mho  was  of  opinion  with  i\is  late  colleagues 
that  it  was  dangerous  for  a  Catholic  to  bcH 
come  an  admiral  or  a  generaI*-who  joined 
in  recommending  the  prototype  of  tlta 
fight  hon.  and  learned  ciyiUaa  opposite, 
as  a  {it  person  t6  be  made  a  privy  coun<> 
aellor  to  the  crown  ?"  Alas !  such  W9»  the 
inconsistency  of  human  nature,  this  was 
the  very  man!  This  was  be  who  could 
now  concede  the  Catholic  claims,  pro- 
vided certain  animosities  were  ^allayed^ 
•ertain  prejudices  done  away,  and  tran* 
i}uillity  restored.  These  conditions  were 
$18  unreasonable  as  those  of  the  right 
honourable  and  learned  civilian.  There 
were  no  grounds  whatever  for  supposing 
that  tranquillity  could  be  restored  till 
the  concessions  were  granted.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  stated  as  a  prelimi^ 
paryi  that  certain  prejudices  should  be 
removed  and  certain  animosities  allayed. 
Who  had  done  so  nnich  to  excite  the  one 
and  to  inflame  the  other,  as  the  right  hon. 

gentleman  and  the  government  with  which 
c  had  acted?  In  1807,  those  preju- 
tdices  and  animosities  did  not  exist.  In 
1807,  the  whole  of  Ireland  was  tranquil. 
TFhe  member  for  Northampton,  however, 
thought  proper  to  raise  the  cry  of  "  No 
Popery."  On  the  wings  of  that  cry  he 
flew  into  power,  Imd- was  accompanied  by 
%ke  right  hon.  gentleman  who  now  pro* 
fessed  himself  ip.i>e  so  ^anxious  that  the 
minds  of  theCaiholic  population  should 
he  tranqkiillizttil.  Mij^t  he  (Mr.  W  )  not 
^Kclaim  as  he  contemplated  these  occuiu 
fences,  *♦  Oh  I  inexplicable  inconsistency, 
of  Imman  najuri*!"  (Hear!  hear!)— But 
i»hen  the  right  hpti.  gentleman  taiked  of 
Objeciinjgf  ta  the  prfHent  motion,  on  ac- 
couimj  ot  the  i^piice  which  had  been  giten 
hy  an  hon.  ft'mii  ui  b^u  (Mr.  Hoichiiison) 
Of^  biUMMM  ^^Wikjff  tk%  repeali>f  the 


legislative  Union  between  Great  BviUi^ 
and  Ireland,  he  re^U^r  could  hardly  help 
supposing  that  the  right  hon.  gentlewao 
was  laughing  at  the  House*    The  right 
hon.  gentleman  declared  that  that  intended 
motion  was  of  sucLa  nature,  that  in  hlf 
opinion  no  man  wpuld  be  found  to  vol^ 
for  it«*that  it  would  be  as  reasonable  n 
proposition  to  recommend  the  restpratioii 
of  the  heptarchy — aiul  yet  it  was  tp  ope* 
rate  as  a  bar  to  the  consideration  of  tb^ 
Catholic  claims !  For  himself,  he  was  readjr 
to  admit  that  the  intended  motion  of  hti 
hon.  friend  would  not  have  bia  onncnr- 
rence.    He  wished  the  Union  between  ih# 
two  countries  to  be  conaolidated^^net  an;- 
nulled.     Sut  how  was  it  to  be  conaoU« 
dated?    By  the  adoption  of  those  ver^ 
means  which  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  noble  brd 
opposite,  and  the  right  hon*  gent^man 
himself r  once  declared  themselvea  disposed 
to  adopt  (in  which  declaration  the  Catbo? 
Iic9  had  placed  implicit  faith)  not,  indeed, 
by  express  stipulation,  hut  by  the  teuovr, 
the  understood  conditions  of  the  Union. 
If  those  means  were    now  rejected,  it 
wa«  not  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  tloM^ 
that  might  be  apprehended,  but  a  dissohi* 
tioA  of  the  empire.'«-i-The  right  hon.  ges* 
tleman  had  talked  much  of  the  menacing 
attitude  which  Ireland  had  assumed,  and 
of  the  impolicy  as  well  as  the  degradation 
of  submitting  to  this  threatening  aspect. 
To  him  (Mr.  W)  it  appeared*  that  we  first 
drove  Iceland  to  the  necessity  of  assuming 
that  altitude  by  our  repulsive  tone,  and  by 
our  refusal  to  accede  to  the  claims  of  tkat 
country.     Bpt  did  not  all  historical'  evi« 
dence  contradict  the  right  hon.  gentlemaa 
in  his  declaration  of  the  impolicy  of  coft* 
ceding  to  m^acing  attitudes  ^    In  .the 
reign  of  Elisabeth,  considerable  cimcea* 
sions  had  been  mad«  to  the  Irish,  and 
surely  their  attitude  was  as  menacing^  then 
as  now.     Queen  Elisabeth  also  exhibited 
her  knowledge  of  what  was  necessary  lor 
the  security  of  the  st^te  in  the  conceesiona 
she  made  to  the  Low  Countries.     But  sh^ 
was  a  gceat  princess,  and  knew  bow*  t« 
give.     She  knew  how  -to  bestow  as  the 
boon  of  her  free  grace,  what,  whrn  sh« 
gave  it,  was  received  with  gratitiKle,  aiad 
repaid  with  attacho^nt     Other  so vereigOf 
knew  only  how  to  withhold;  and  atitot 
th<ty  had  been  compelled  lo  yield  to  vaM* 
nacing  attitudes.      Had  this  not  been  the 
case  in  the  disputes  with  America  }     And 
yet  at  that  period  there  were  persons  «^ 
talked  as  big  about  menaring  attiiudea  at 
they  did  loir*    £at  to  t^  lavneciog  iUi* 
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^ide  of  AmmcB,  they  had  bten  forced 
to  yield.— -America  had  since  grown  to  he 
%  state  of  importancey  and  With  America 
there  «eeoied  to  be  at  preient  little  prot^ 
pect  of  avoiding  a  war-— a  war,  not  with 
'*  rebeb''  at  they  had  once  been  termed, 
bat  with  an  independent  people,  rendered 
so  by  the  tame  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
British  government^  as  that  which  had 
been  pursued  towards  Ireland  ?     (Hear  ! 
hear!)    The  right  hon.  gentleman  said, 
that  a  new  era  had  dawned  upon  the  Irish 
—that  the  day  star  of  their  liberty  had 
appeared.    And  was  it  not  to  be  supposed 
that  the  people  of  Ireland,  notwithstand- 
ing the  strong  respect   and    attachment 
"which  they  had  alwayt  manifested  for  his 
Majesty,  had  watched  for  this  new  era 
with  all  the  fondness  of  devotion-^had 
hailed  its  arriTal  with  all  the  ardour  of 
gratilode  ?     They  supposed  it  to  be  com- 
yienced,  and  they  asked  "  Can  you  now 
take  our   claims  into  consideration— can 
you  now  listen  to  our  grievances  ^**  **^  No," 
replied  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  *•  yon 
must  first  remove  your   prejudices,   you 
nust  first  allay  your  animosities,  and  then 
we  will  talk  to  you/'     What  most  be  the 
disappointment  of  the  people  of  Ireland, 
at  hearing  this  language !  Could  the  argu- 
menu  of  the  rtght  hon«  gentleman  dimi- 
nish its  poignancy,  even  if  they  would 
listen  to  them  ?     Were  they  to  wait  for 
Ibe    extiiirtion    of    religious    prejudices, 
that   phenomenon,  which   had   appeared 
only  in  Switzerland  ?     in  the  Swisis  Can- 
tens  for  above  200  year«,  and  until  the 
mccursed  period  of  the  French  invviajon, 
soeh  an  amicable    fellowtihip   was    pre- 
•erved    in    matters   of   religion,    that    in 
many  places  the  Protestants  and  the  Ca- 
tholics used  the  same  church,  the  one  sect 
in  the  morning,  the  other  in  the  afternoon. 
Yet  the  Swiss,  too,  ftd  in  the  b«;ginn>ng 
quarrelled  and  fought  about  religious  opi- 
nions;   their   natural   good    sense   made 
them  soon  bury  tho«e  dissensions  in  mutual 
forgiveness;  but  had  the- ri^ht  hon.  gen- 
tleman been  their  adviser,  their  differences 
would  probably  have  tasted  to  the  present 
day.     The  propoiition   contained  in  the 
ngbt  hon.  gentleman's  'speech,  seemed  to 
be  the   most   unphilosophical    one;  that 
effiscts  ought  to  be  made  to  precede  causes. 
The  cause  that  would  remove  prejudices, 
the  eMae  that  would  restore  trani|uillity, 
Vas  coMession.    Let  that  be  granted,  and 
tie  effect  «»ouUI  necessarily  follow.  "  But,'' 
It  htid  been  aslfed,  ^  what  have  the  Irish 
€tfholiQi.  tOk  giv«  in  return  fof  this  con- 
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eeasioB  V*  To  thii  he  would  answer,  that 
they  had  nothing  to  give  but  all  their  af* 
fection,  all  their  energy,  an  united  empire, 
and  security  against  every  foe.    Was  this 
nothing  ^    Were    not    these    advantage! 
worth  obtaining?  (Hear!  hear!)  The  right 
hon.  gent,  had  endeavoured  to  illustrate  oii 
argument  by   an  allusion  to  what  took 
place   in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  4th  of 
France,  that  great  prince,  who,  if  any  mo- 
narch ever  deserved  the  appellation,  might 
justly  be  called  the  delight  of  his  people. 
What  did  Henry  the  fourth  do  ?  He  con* 
ceded  the  claims  of  the  Hugonots,  and  all 
dissatisfaction  ceased •   The  Hoeonots  were 
not,  as  had  been  represented  that  night,  a 
small  and  unimportant  bedy.    They  wer« 
numerous  and  powerful;  and  Sully,  that 
admirable  minister,  that  pattern  for  all 
statesmen,  that  upright,  wise,  and  conscien- 
tious adviser  of  his  sovereign,  declared  in 
the  very  same  page,  in  which  he  recorded 
the  Edict  of  Nanta,  that  the  boldness  of 
the  ProtesUnts  had  never  risen  to  such  ta* 
aolence  as  at  the  very  moment  when  the 
Edict  was  issued.    Henry,  however,  was 
not  to  be  deterred  by  that  circumstance 
from  complying  with  their  jnst  and  rea- 
sonable  claims.     But,  supposing  the  right 
hon.    gentleman    had    been    Henry    the 
fourth's  minister,  what  would  have  been 
his  counsel  ?  *'  True  it  is,"  he  would  have 
said,  *'  that  your  majesty  is  well  disposed 
towards  your  Protestant  subjects ;  true  it 
is  that  all   your  majesty's  subjects,  and 
your    Protestant    subjects    in  particular, 
think  the  time  is  come  for  discussing  their 
claims  and  listening  to  their  grievances; 
but  certain  petty  objections  exist,  certain 
little  prejudicesmust  be  removed,  certain 
paltry  animosities  must  be  allayed ;  and  I 
advise  your  majesty  therefore  not  to  snfier 
the  subject  to  be  now  even  taken  into  con* 
sideration."     Such  would  have  been  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  advice.     But  Henry 
the  fourth  would   hate  spurned  such  a 
minister  from  his  presence.     He  was  a 
model  for  sovereigns.    His  plumes^whe* 
ther  in  the  civil  or  the  military  career| 
always  pointed  to  the  path  or  honour. 
He    (Mr.  W.)   trusted  that    the  plumes 
under  the  shadow  of  which  this  eountry 
now  reposed,  would  acquire  as  truly  glori* 
out  a  direction  ;  and  that  Catholic  eman« 
cipation  would  give  to  this  expectation  tl^ 
fondest  presage  of  reality. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  eonsider  the 
conduct  of  the  Irish  government  with  re* 
spect  to  the  Conventiflmect.  W  tple  he  com* 
pMnaen^d  the  activity,  and  he  really  be* 
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liered  the  parity  of  motive  of  the  Chief 
Secretarj  for  Ireland,  he  most  saj,  that 
that  right  hon.  gentleman  had  shown  some- 
thing like  an  anxiety  to  see  the  Catholics 
resort  to  strong  resofations  and  measures, 
that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  re- 
taliatinff  upon  them.    Nothing,  however, 
could  be  more  impolitic  or  more  mis- 
chievous on  the  part  of  ^ny  government, 
than  to  goad  on  a  people  to*  illegal  acts 
and  deeds  of  desperation.    As  to  the  Ca- 
tholic Committee,  although  he  could  not 
presume  to  discuss  the  question  as  a  ques- 
tion of  law,  yet  he  would  observe  as  an 
noleamed  man,  that  ^  priort  he  could  not 
conceive  that  the  Convention  act  could 
have  been  framed  to  prevent  delegates 
from  being  appointed  in  a  lawful  cause. 
If  the  wishes  of  the  Catholic  population 
were  to  be  collected,  how  was  it  to  be 
done  but  by  delegation?    The  primary 
matter  for  consideration  was,  if  they  could 
meet  by  law?  He  thought  they  could. 
But  he  would  go  further ;  and  maintain 
that,  if  no  inconvenience  resulted  from 
their  asembling,  the  law  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  to  touch  them  even  if  by  possi- 
bility it  could  be  strained  so  as  to  reach 
their  proceedings.    Subsequently  to  the 
passing  of  this  Convention  act,  in  the  year 
1795,  he  had  seen  and  dined  with  a  Ca- 
tholic delegation  in  England.    They  were 
acknowledged  and   received  ai  such  by 
Mr.  Dundas,  who  was  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department.     When 
the  Secretary  however  professed  his  readi- 
ness to  lay  before  his  Majesty  any  com- 
munication which  they  might  wish   to 
make,  they  replied,  "  No;  we  will  either 
tee  the  kmg  of  Ireland  ourselves,  or  go 
back  to  our  own  country/'    They  were 
as  good  as  their  word ;  they  did  see  the 
king  of  Ireland ;  and  the  consequence  was 
a  recommendation  from  the  crown  to  par- 
liament to  grant  the  Catholics  the  conces- 
sions which  they  then  obtained.     In  this 
country  there  were  committees  and  dele- 
gations, who  acted  for  bodies  of  individuals 
in  matters  both  of  commerce  and  of  re- 
]i|;ion.     Of  this  latter  description  was  the 
committee  of  dissenters,  whose  meetings 
were  laat  year  occasioned  by  the  ill-advised 
bill  of  a  certain  noble  viscount,  (lord  Sid- 
month.)    There  committees  acted  by  de- 
legation ;  and  why  should  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland  be  debarred  from  availing  them- 
selves of  the  means  of  expressing  their 
sentiments  which  were  enjoyed  by  their 
fellow-subjects  in  Great  Britain  ?   When 
the  Irish  Catholics  were  in  possession  of 


these  facts;  when  they  knew  that  other 
societies  of  men  had  been  allowed  without 
objection  to  appoint  delegates  to  carry 
their  purposes  into  eAct,  was  it  not  na- 
tural for  them  to  ask  why  they  might 
not  be  permitted  to  exercise  the  same  pri- 
vileges ?    He  saw  nothing  m  the  Resolu* 
tions  of  the  Delegates  which  militated 
against  them,    **  But  then,''  it  had  been 
said, ''  intemperate  speeches  were  deliver* 
ed  there."    Suppose  they  had,  was  that  a 
sufficient  reason  for  such  rash  nroceedtnga 
as  had  ensued  on  the  part  of  the  Irish  go« 
vernment  ?  If  the  Catholic  Committee  had 
met  unfairly— if  it  had  assembled  for  pur« 
poses  not  such  as  were  ostensibly  held  out. 
It  might  then  with  propriety  have  been  dis- 
solved :  the  Chief  Secretary.had  the  power 
so  to  dissolve  it    But  when  the  persona 
who  were  officially  detached  on  the  aflkir 
reached  the  place  of  meeting,  the  businesa 
was  over;  lord  Fingall  had  left  the  chair; 
and  those  persons  were  under  the  necet* 
sity  of  askinff  that  nobleman  who  he  was,. 
and  what  had  been  the  object  of  the  as^ 
sembly  ?  Proudly,  indeed,  might  he  have 
replied  to  the  first  of  these  enquiries,  •*  I 
am  the  earl  of  Fmgall.'^    The  man  who 
could  answer  to  that  name  might  jilstly 
feel  a  sense  of  conscious  dignity.    To  the 
latter  question  lord  Finffall  replied,  that  it 
had  been  a  meeting  mr  the  purpose  of 
petitioning  parliament.    Was  it  to  do  sup- 
posed that  lord  Finsall  could    deviate 
from  the  truth — he,  whom  even  the  noble 
viscount  opposite  (lord  Castlereagh)  had 
described  as  having  been  firm,  tempe- 
rate, loyal  and  patriotic  in  the  worst  of 
times  ?     The  right  hon.  the  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  while  be  travelled  to  Dnblin  in 
his  post-chaise,  appeared  to  have  been  em- 
ployed in  reading  the  news-papers,  and 
m  taking  for  granted  all  that  those  publi- 
cations asserted  to  4ave  been  done  and 
said  by  the*  Catholics.    The  right  boo, 
gentleman  had,  indeed,  attacked  members 
of  that  House  for  expressions  and  senti- 
ments which    they    never  uttered,    bat 
which  the  Morning  Post  had  put  into  th^ir 
mouths  for  them. — Happy  was  it  for  Eng- 
land and  Ireland  that  the  earl  of  Flngall 
had  been  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Catho- 
lics in  the  latter  country :  he  was  a  man 
who  to  high  rank  and  large  fortune  added ' 
such  a  sound  judgment,  such  suafity  of 
as  manners,  and  yet  such  spirited  conduct, 
enabled  him  to  unite  Catholics  and  Proi^ 
testants  in   one  common   interest.     Hi 
thanked  God  that  the  man  Whe  repr«* 
sented  the  Catholics  of  Irelmd  yHm  tklr 
earl  of  FingaU. 
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The  noble  lord  who  had  just  sat  down 
had  told  (he  House,  that  i^  they  conceded 
to  the  claims  made  by  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland,  they  must  do  the  same  by  the 
Catholics  of  Great  Britain.  Certainly,  it 
•oght  to  be  so.  Nay  more,  the  Test  Act 
must  be  repealed ;  and  the  dissenters  must 
be  allowed  to  come  in  for  their  share  of 
relief  from  civil  incapacities.  And  where 
was  the  danger  to  the  Established  Church 
from  all  this?  These  fears  about  the 
Established  Church  were  sounded  in  the 
cars  of  the  country  as  often  as  the  present 
question  was  agiuted.  Were  the  Catho* 
lie  claims  to  be  granted?  the  Church 
would  be  overturned  I  Were  Uie  t)issen« 
ters  to  be  relieved  from  tests  which  were 
Tirtually  abrogated  eyery  year  ?  the 
Church  would  be  overtumeu !  He  was  him- 
aelf  a  member  of  the  Established  Church ; 
and  it  was  his  anxious  desire  to  fortify  that 
establishment  by  divesting  it  of  some  of 
those  prerogatives  which  were  at  present 
an  incumbrance  to  it,  and  th^  removal  of 
which  coold  not  fail  of  producing  the  most 
beneficial  results.  No  man  who  knew 
any  thing  of  the  purity  of  the  principles 
of  the  Church  establishment,  and  consi- 
dered the  deep  root  which  it  had  taken  in 
the  minds  of  all  Protestants  who  had  any 
regard  to  relision,  together  with  the  many 
guards  and  fences  by  which  it  was  sur- 
n>unded,cou]d  entertam  any  reasonable  ap- 
prehension of  its  destruction,  except  by  Its 
own  corruptions  and  by  the  culpable  in- 
dolence of  its  professors.  The  alarm 
about  the  church  of  England,  however, 
was  bv  no  means  peculiar  to  the  present 
|>eriod  or  to  the  present  circumsunces. 
A  grave  and  learned  divine  bad  lately 
attempted  to  prote,  in  a  book  written  on 
purpose,  that  the  Church  was  threatened 
with  imminent  danger  by  the  disseininar 
tion  of  copies  of  the  Bible,  divested  of 
wOij  gloss  or  comment.  Nay,  he  had  him- 
aelf  been  accused  in  a  publication  by  a 
professor  of  divinity  at  Cambridge,  of 
seeking  to  overturn  the  Church,  in  conse- 
qoence  of  a  speech  which  he  had  made 
at  a  meeting  or  one  of  the  Bible  societies 
In  the  country!  Such  apprehensions  he 
could  not  otherwise  denominate  than  as 
the 
.   ««naraof  thebrave^aiidlbUiesorthe  wiM." 

The  right  hon.  Secretary  had  expressed 
a  hope  that  the  Catholics  would  petition 
|he  Frince  Regent  rather  than  petition 
Mrliament  l^om  what  he  had  heard, 
m  understood  it  to  be  their  actual  inten- 
tio«i  to;petttlon  the  Prince  Regent,  stating 


their  claims  to  his  Royal  Highness,  and 

Craving  his  interference  in  their  behalf 
y  Recommending  their  case  to  the  consi- 
deration of  parliament.  That  such  a  re- 
commendation would  be  successful  no  ona 
could  doubt.  Most  dangerous  was  tiia 
advice  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  oppo- 
site (Mr.  Canning)  to  delay  the  conces- 
sions until  the  Catholics  had  sunk  into  a 
sUte  of  flat  despair.  **  Good  God !" 
concluded  Mr.  Whitbread,  '<  may  I  not 
here  again  exclaim.  Oh  !  wonderful  ig- 
norance of  human  nature!— ^Can  it  be 
supposed  that  men,  exasperated  by  disap- 
pointment, furious  from  oppression  and 
intemperate  from  necessitjr,  will  content 
themselves  with  the  whining  accents  of 
petitioning  ?  I  fear  not.  I  fear  they  will 
adopt  a  tar  different  language;  and  lest 
therefore  they  should  be  driven  to  the  ex- 
tremity which  I  dread,  I  trust  that  par- 
liament will  gratuitously  concede  their 
claims.^' 

Mr.  Cammg  totally  disclaimed  the  ver- 
sion which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  been 
pleased  to  give  of  his  speech. 

Mr.  Secretary  Rydtr  considered  that  it 
wouM  have  amounted  to  a  criminal  viola"* 
tion  of  the  trust  reposed  in  the  government 
if  they  had  neglected  to  take  measures 
for  preventing  Uie  meetings,  and  to  en- 
force the  provisions  of  the  Convention  act. 
The  riffht  hon*  Secretary  briefly  recapitu- 
lated tne  statement  made  by  the  right 
hon.  Secretary  for  Ireland  witn  respect  to 
the  measures  pursued  on  that  occasion. 
IMd  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite  mean  to 
contend  that  government  ought  to  have 
waited  until  the  object  of  the  meeting ' 
was  complete,  before  they  decided  on 
putting  tne  statute  in  force?  The  con- 
struction which  had  been  put  on  the  act 
was  the  legal  one.  The  claims  of  the 
Catholics  were  not  recognized  by  the 
country  at  large:  there  was  a  general  and 
prevalent  disposition  against  them,  which 
ImmI  increasea  in  consequence  of  their  lata 
proceedings,  and  he  was  not  prepared  to 
admit  that  mischief  would  not  arise  from 
these  frequent  discussions. 

The  Attwmaf  General  said  that  upon  a 
subject  of  this  nature,  involving  in  it  mat- 
ter of  such  importance,  and  more  especi- 
ally questions  of  law,  be  trusted  he  might 
be  allowed  to  trouble  the  House  with  a 
few  words.  With  respect  to  the  Conven- 
tion act,  he  must  say,  that  if  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  legislature  in  passing 
that  act  to  provide  against  such  meetings 
as  the  Catholici  were  lately  holding  in 
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Ireland,  he  felt  himself  wholly  dt  a  lofis 
to  tay  what  their  intcntioDs   could  pos- 

.  aibly  hate  been.  He  condijIaiDed  of  the 
indiacreet  and  light  manner  in  which  a 
•olesHi  •decisioo  of  a  coart  of  law  in  Ire- 
land had  been  treated  in  that  House  and 
«laewhere.  He  agreed  with  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  in  thinking  that  where  a 
judge  of  the  land  had  misconducted  him« 
telf  in  the  discharge  of  his  sacred  trust,  it 
was  for  thai  House  to  interpose  tnd  ad- 
dress the  crown  to  reinofa  him  from  the 
judgment  seat  be  had  prostituted  ;  but  he 
comd  not  agree  with  him  in  thinking  that 
because  any  member  of  that  House 
thongbt  the  sokma  decision  of  a  law  court 
m  wrong  decision,  be  osght  to  look  for  re* 
dress  by  oomplaining  to  that  House. 
Whenerer  such  a  wrong  occurred,  and 
there  was  no  wrong  without  its  remedy,  the 
lair  and  the  constitotien  had  placed  the 
remedy  in  another  place^  and  to  that  der- 
nier court  and  no  other  should  the  com*^ 
plainant  resort  for  redress.  He  contended 
that  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  law,  as 
fuch,  was  not  impeachable  in  that  Hoisse, 
wad  if  it  was  not,  he  thought  his  hon.  and 
learned  friends,  who  had  so  impeached  it, 
had  travelled  not  a  little  out  of  the  record. 
But  this  had  not  been  a  mere  impeach* 
aem  of  the  judgment  of  the  court.  Per* 
aooal  reflections  upon  the  conduA  of  the 
chief  justice  of  the  King's  bench  had  been 
introduced,  and  he  must  say,  not  in  the 
moat  prudent,  he  had  almost  said,  not  in 
tbe  iBOit  decent  manner.  It  was  mon* 
atroua  to  suppose  that  a  person  filling  that 
high  station,  could  be  brought  to   be  a 

^  mere  tool  in  the  hands  of  any  government, 
in  any  mean  job  or  contrivance  agaiast 
the  rights  or  liberties  of  the  subject.  It 
was  a  thing  that  could  not  be  presumed,  it 
ought  not  to  be  believed,  but  on  the  most' 
vnquestionable  evidence;  and  what  other 
bvidence  was  before  the  House  but  that  of 
the  heated  assertions  of  men  in  the  warmth 
of  controversy  } — The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  then  proceeded  to  vindicate 
the  conduct  of  the  Irish  chief  justice  on 
the  ground  of  law,  contending,  that  in 
issuing  warrants  against  delegates,  and 
holding  them  to  bail,  be  had  done  no- 
thing more  than,  had  been  often  done  in 
Ireland.  He  then  entered  into  a  citation  of 
•undry  authorities,  to  prove  that  the  lega- 
lity or  arresting  parties  previous  to  their 
indictment,  had  been  tor  a  long  time 
maintained.  He  next  examined  the  word- 
ing of  the  warrant  under  which  the  dele- 
gatea  had  beea  arrcsiied,  and  contended 


that  it  came  within  the  general  authority 
of  the  caie^  he  had  cited.  He  passed  a 
compliment  upon  the  calm,  pacific,  and 
conciliatory  mode  in  which  the  Uw  officers, 
of  the  crowh  in  Ireland  had  conducted  tha 
late  prosecutions,  and  read  from  a  pamph- 
let he  held  in  his  hand,  an  extract  frooi  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Saurtn,  on  the  trial  of  Dr. 
Sheridan,  to  shew  in  contradiction  to  what 
had  been  asserted  in  that  House,  that  the 
Attorney  General  of  Ireland  had  not 
charged  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  with  dis« 
loyalty ;  so  far  from  it,  he  had  distinctly  ex- 
pressed his  persuasion  that  they  were  most 
loyally  disposed ;  and  therefore  he  thought 
it  but  fair  in  those  who  had  complained 
that  Mr.  Saurin  had  charged  the  Irish 
Catholics  with  treason  and  sedttioD,  to 
admit  that  they  were  wrong. 

Mr.  Pimscnby  began  by  decfaring  that 
he  did  not  know  that  he  was  ever  in  his 
life  so  much  aiiected  by  vanity,  as  at 
that  ■K>ment,  finding  as  he  did,  from  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Secretary  §ut 
Ireland,  that  a  speech  of  his  in  that  Houaa 
was  the  cause  of  the  late  proceedings  of 
the  government  in  Ireland.  The  right 
hon.  Secretary  had  said,  that  he,  in  a 
motion  made  by  him  last  session,  atrongly 
recommended  a  proclamation.  Tbat  at* 
sertion  he  must  deny;^  it  was  trae,  ha 
had  asked  if  a  proclamatiofi  had  on  that 
occasion  been  issued,  but  he  had  net 
recommended  one.  The  riffht  hon.  Se- 
cretary had  jaid,  that  he  did  not.  wish  to 
be  made  the  subject  of  witticisms.  God 
forbid  that  the  right  hon.  Secretary 
should  be  the  subject  of  witticisms !  Bit 
if  he  had  auffered  in  this  way.  It  certainly 
was  from  the  gravest  of  his  own  frrendl* 
He  thought  he  had  reason  to  complain 
that  it  should  have  been  attributed  to 
him  to  have  said  that  a  letter  issued  aa 
the  deliberate  act  of  the  Irish  govevo* 
ment,  was  a  slovenly  letter.  The  right 
hon.  gentlemlan  himself  had  called  it  a 
grave  and  solemn  proceeding,  aad  ha 
agreed  with  him  that  it  was.  if  the  kilh 
government  had  acted  wroag,  or  in  • 
slovenly  manner,  it  could  not  be  attrs* 
btited  to  the  short  period  they  had  al* 
lowed  for  consideration  and  deliberatiaB« 
The  right  hon.  Secretary,  however,  bad 
talked  as  if  this  debate  were  calonlated 
for  no  other  purpose  than  to  give  him 
an  opportunity  of  exculpatiu|^  bimselft 
The  right  hon.  Secretary  renunded  hiflik 
of  a  work  which  he  had  jeen  with  this 
title,  "  Memoirs  of  P.  B.  derk  of  thit 
pacisb^  shewing  the  importa»ce  of  a  1M» 
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to  himtetf."  The  right  hoo.  Secretary 
had  said  that  the  goTernment  coald  not 
be  wrong,  becaose  the  necessity  of  the 
ineafore  resorted  to  was  shewn  in  the 
cottdact  and  speeches  of  Hhose  men  who 
had  formerly  assembled.  If  so^  he  would 
ask  the  right  hon.  Secretary  where  was 
bis  attention  to  his  doty,  when  he  allow- 
ed those  men  to  go  without  punishment  ? 
Why  did  he  not  then  resort  to  the  laws 
of  the  land  ?  And  why  did  he  make  his 
own  neglect  as  to  them,  the  caose  of 
calumnies  against  the  whole  Catholic 
body  ?  The  right  hon.  Secretary  was 
bound  to  show  in  that  House,  if  he  had 
any  evidence  to  pro?e»  that  this  was  the 
operation  of  their  meetings  and  actings : 
he  had  hitherto  proved  nothing  but  in- 
tentions towards  those  men.  But  he  (Mr. 
Pdnsonby)  had  a  stronger  reason  for  en- 
terUming  this  opinion,  and  that  was 
Ibonded  on  what  (Missed  upon  the  trial, 
where  one  of  the  witnesses  who  had  been 
a  person  in  the  confidence  and  empk>y- 
iilent  of  those  Tery  persons,  and  had 
been  in  all  their  secrets,  was  afterwards 
brought  forward  by  goTemment  as  a  wit* 
ness  against  them,  and  eren  he  could 
not  attribute  to  them  any  thing  like  bad 
Intentions.  The  right  hon.  Secretary  had 
laid,  that  gofemment  could  not  exist  if 
iuch  assemblies  were  sofiered  to  meet. 
If  they  really  were  about  to  meet  for  an 
unbwfol  purpose*  he  agreed  with  the 
right  hon.  Secretary  that  they  ought  to 
be  prevented ;  but  if  their  object  in  meet- 
ing wat  to  petition,  what  danger  could 
possibly  result  from  it  ?    The  right  hon. 

gentleman  had.  said,  that  there  might 
arfe  been  danger.  If  this  was  all,  then 
were  he  and  the  government  too  pro- 
Tident  in  the  hasty  steps  they  bad  taken, 
and  ibr  which  th^  were  not  justified  on 
my  principles  of  sound  policy.  The 
ripit  luni.  Secretary  had  said,  tfalat  it  was 
impoesible  these  persons  could  have  met 
aiarety  for  the  purpose  of  petitioning ; 
and  this  seemed  to  b^^e  had  considerable 
^iflnence  on  many  of  his  fi'iends  and  on 
Ae  Hoose^— Now,  he,  on  the  contrary, 
declared  he  was  convinced  that  they  did 
Inset  for  that  purpose,  and  for  that  pur- 
fKise  only :  and  he  was  also  convinced 
that  never  was  any  meeting  held  in  which 
there  were  ationger  feelings  of  gratitude 
and  ffood-vrill  to  those  whom  they  meant 
to  address.— 4ie  appealed  to  the  r^col- 
lectioa  of  the  Chair,  whether  on  all  oc* 
casKHis  soms  otgection  or  another  was 
not  found  against  these  petitions  of  the 
(V0L2CSL) 
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Catholics: '  at  one  time  the  nobflity,  at 
another  time  the  clergy,  and  en  a  third 
occasion,  the  commonalty  were  not  se- 
rious in  the  application.  The  petitions 
were  declared  to  be  the  growth  of  a  fdtc* 
tion,  and  did  not  come  as  the  genuine 
prayer  of  the  whole  people.  But  now, 
when  persons  firom  all  and  each  of  those 
classes  had  assembled,  then  they  were 
declared  an  mdawful  meeting.  He  never 
knew  a  set  of  men  so  hardly  dealt  with  ; 
it  being  impossible  for  them  to  do  any 
thing  to  please  those  whom  they  wers 
anxious  to  propitiate. — ^Tbe  right    hon. 

Sintleman  proceeded  to  take  a  view  of 
e  law  of  thq  case,  which  he  still  con- 
ceived to  be  difierent  firom  that  laid  down 
by  the  judges  of  the  King's-bench  of 
Ireland.  He  presumed  to  think  there  was 
nothing  unbecoming  in  supposing  those 
judges  fallible.  How  else  could  a  coun« 
sel  ever  iidvise  hia  client  to  proceed  by 
writ  of  error  }  It  had  been  said,  how- 
oyer,  that  this  was  not  a  proper  time,  or 
rather,  that  it  was  a  most  unpropitiouf 
time  for  the  Catholic  claims.  Then  was 
he  deeply  responsible,  for  he  had  recom- 
mended to  them  that  notice  to  the  ef* 
feet  now  moved  for  should  be  ^iven 
on  the  Tery  first  day  of  the  session; 
and  this  was  the  grount  on  which 
he  wished  it  to  be  given,  because  he 
wsis  resolved  not  to  temporise.  "  I  wilt 
not,''  said  the  right  hon/  gentleman, 
"  make  my  countrymen  a  footstool  for 
my  ambition.  I  will  not  mount  into 
office  upon  their  discontenU ;  nor  would 
I,  if  in  power,  torn  my  back  upon 
their  claims.  I  would  T\pi  make  speeches 
that  would  pledge  me  to  conditions  incom- 
patible with  my  being  a  member  of  any 
administratbn,  and  hold  out  hopes  to  tlw 
Catholics,  of  which  I  was  determined  they 
neTer  should  enjoy  the  firuits.''  No  person, 
I  admit,  oo|^t  to  be  so  amply  provided 
vrith  conditions  as  the  noble  lord  (Castle- 
reagh) ;  but  see  the  sort  of  conditions  witk 
which  he  #oiild  clog  his  proffered  ^nt. 
The  noble  lord  will  do  nothing  for  tha 
Irbh  Catholics,  until  the  Pope  is  firee,  and 
completely  his  own  master :  but  the  Pope 
is  allowed  to  be  in  a  state  of  captivity,  and 
doubtless  it  is  the  intention  ot  France  t6 
keep  him  so.  New,  if  the  Catholics  are 
to  have  no  reKef  until  the  Bope  is  firee 
firom  the  power  of  France,  the  noble  lord 
Heed  not  be  afi*aid  of  being  called  on  for 
l9ie  performance  of  his  promise,  and  the 
realisation  of  the  hopes  of  the  Catholics.-^ 
Nor  is  this  all.  Itseemstbat  we  are  amore 
(2U) 
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potent  hoiy  on  this  nde  pf  tbQ  Hoqse 
iJazn  We  wiere  aware  of.  A  siii^  notice 
given  b|y  a  frjend  near  v(^e  (Mr.  C-  Hut- 
chin8on'$  notice  for  a  repeal  of  the 
tJniop)  is,  it  seems,  suQcient  to  df^ter  % 
ri^ht  hon^  gentleman  opposite  (Mr*  Can- 
ning) from  bis  intended  course :  and  to 
induce  bim  to  refuse  to  the  Catholics  tbos^ 
rights  to  which  he  considers  ^hem  (entitled. 
He  if  (mxious  to  grant  the  boon,  but  tba 
notice  unfertuaately  ties  hion  up*  arrests 
tKe  course  of  justice,  and  presents  (he 
grant.  My  hon.  friend  has»  th^efora^ 
only  to  defer  bis  jnotion  fropi  session  jto 
session*  whicb  he  np  doub^  quay  do,  and 
then  the  right  hon.  gentl^mlul  will  find 
the  time  of  nia  promised  gran(  as  far  re* 
9iovfd  as  that  m  the  nob(e  lord,  who  ad- 
journs bis  grant  until  the  Pope  isft-ee  inm 
Ibe  power  of  Fraace---and  the  JMstice  amd 
liberality  of  both  will  comioeiice  togi^ 
thtr.  But  it  is  said  we  ba?e  nothing  tp 
&ar  from  refusal,  as,  jn  lh$k(  eyenjt,  the 
Catholic^  will  still  remain  p^^^Jg^e  and 
content.  That  they  w;ill  acqukufye  ip  tba 
decision  of  parliament;,  aHhough  4mfa^ 
Tourable  to  their  claims,  I  admit;  hut 
Ibat  they  will  be  coaient>  I  ^^y.  I  do 
90t  thiijjf  any  decision,  bowe?^  unfa* 
Tourable,  will  drive  them  to  des|perat|ion ; 
but  I  wi^b  %(e  House  4;o  consult  human 
nature,  and  learn  from  thence  the  conse- 
f  aence  4>f  hopes  long  deferred  and  never 
realised,  of  repeated  disappointments  and 
axbausted  patience*  I  (enow  the  laogt^e 
Vrhich  it  is  the  custom  of  certain  gentle* 
aaen,  .confident  in  their  own  strength,  to 
use  ia  this  House.  I  |uipw  they  are  ac* 
^us^>med  to  say>  "  You  must  obey,  or  we 
irill  compel  you.^'  But  see  the  danger  of 
acting  up  to  this  doctrine.  Not  many 
sessions  ago,  the/ar<famed  Orde^  in  jCa<jm-> 
cjl  were  introduced,  and  we,  4>n  this  side 
of  the  House,  prpnounced  that  they  Wjould 
.^mm^nce  in  commercial  disaster,  a^d 
lead  to  absolute  hostility.  For  holding 
this  l^mgoage  we  wisre  «oofied  ft,  ai  de- 
grading and  undervaluing  the  cauAtry ; 
and  yet,  what  is  the  case  now?  We  are 
f ome  to  this  pointy  that  we  must  rapeai 
those  Orders  in  Council,  or  meat  desp^ed 
America,  tbat  America  which  they  held 
fo  Ugbtly^  in  arms.  But  some  aay  it  is 
pnnecessary  to  grant  the  CatholiQS  any 
thing,  as  we  hav^  all  the  ben^fiit  that  can 
|>e  derived  from  them  akeady.  How  un* 
fienerous !  because  you  have  their  ser- 
vices, you  reward  tl^i|i  by  disappointing 
their  hopes.  I  am  happy#  however,  tM 
^  prejudices  whifd^  would  tbm  nndar^ 


value  Ireland  are  w^aring^  ^vay;  fo^v 
without  any  partiality  tp  py  coMOtry,  \ 
must  ip  truth  say>  Ihat  the  safety  of  $ugv 
land  depends  upon  the  warm  and  cordial 
attachment  of  I»eiand,  and  that  Fruice  if 
only  to  be  combated  with  succe^  by  the 
united  force  of  both.  And  will  any  n|an 
say  that  Iceland  can  a^ojrd  her  fuU  rje« 
sources,  that  she  cap  pour  out  her  wbola 
Strength  and  energies,  while  four-fifths  pf 
her  population  remain  deprived  of  their 
just  rights?  This  is  af^uming  a  .cas(&  pf 
war,  hut  it  will  apply  also  to  peace*  l^ 
cas^  of  a  neeociation  for  peaca,  hoiv  can 
yo^  e^Pftct  uvonrahW  terms  from.Franpf^ 
when  she  thinks  she  has  an  ally  and  a 
friend  in  the  discontents  of  Ireland  ?  Tho 
discontents  of  the  nations  whom  he  bat 
attacked,  have  proved  to  Buonap art6  bif 
most  powerful  weapox^  and  be  will  not 
view  the  discontents  of  Ireland  in  a  dlHbr 
»ent  ligh^  Whether,  then,  it  he  war,  of 
nrhatber  it  he  pe4Pi?f  th«  »tat^  of  tba^ 
(lOUfUry  is  of  the  &rf t  in^pprtauce,  and  yop  - 
capnpt  depepd  upon  ita  warm^nd  cordia)i 
attaclunent  until  you  have  cpnciiiated  thf 
great  body  of  i^  population.  Ob !  bu|t 
aay  the  gentle(nea  .on  the  other  sid^  x>S 
the  House,  we  are  all  for  conciliatioiu 
Y^y  but  they  will  have  it  only  at  their 
4)wii  time ;  and  it  remains,  they  contend 
iar  the  advocates  of  the  Catholics  to  aam# 
the  securities  on  which  the  conciliatory 
hopn  is  to  he  granted.  ISiow,  I  dieny  thaf 
U  is  ipr  us  to  shew  upon  what  tei^ms  th# 
(JathoUcs  aught  to  enjoy  the  full  hane^ 
of  the  constitution ;  on  .the  contrary,  f 
contend  it  is  for  them  to  shew  why  th^ 
Cathplics  arje  excluded.  It  if  np  argu- 
ni^t  to  .say  th^  C|inrch  is  in  danffar.  Hoff 
are  the  patholics  tp  endanger  itl  Po.the^ 
mean  tonvertbrow  it  by  Uacei  Why,  ^ 
aq,  thfy  are  a«  ^hl^  ^o  acf^omplUh  thaf^ 
purpose  now  as  they  cap  be  herea&er.j 
but  if  not  by  force,  hov  else  €anthey 
efiect  their  purpose  ?  It  >vill  be  said,  bf 
the  assistance  of  nthers,  by  the  assistanop 
of  the  Protestants#  but  th^y  have  thatasp 
aif^tance  already.  I  beg,  thejcefore,  t^ 
when  g^tlamen  taJlf  of  the  overthrow. j^ 
the  Cburcb,as  the  consequence  of  the  gran^ 
of  the  Catholic  claims,  they  will  a^te  thf 
means  which. the  Catholics  will  thaoc^ 
derive  for.  the  purpose,  and  how  tbev 
mean  to  carry  it  into  execution*— *But  ^ 
luding  to  ^hat  passed  on  a  former  occae 
sion,  it  has  been  said,  the  advocates  of  thf 
Catholics  will  not  be  Sonmsd  tiO  mal^e 
propoisals,  rememhering  ti^at  U^Qse  vrhi^ 
th^y  did  mfka  wfcf  oiiyMiMKed*    I,  S^ 
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frets  oti«  (^  thdift  wIk)  made  tttdfi  pr •- 
fMNAK  namely,  the  VetOi  and  the  whol^ 
%f  my  cotldttct  on  that  occasion  I  eitpl^n- 
tA,  and  I  belike  gentlemen  admitted  I 
did  so  most  sadsfectorily :  ibot  I  neter 
stated  that  aft  a  measure  insisted  upon  by 
me.  I  did  not  wish  for  any  snch  condi- 
tion on  my  own  aceoont,  I  wished  it  only 
Ibr  the  sake  of  oonciliating  others,  fir 
siofe  powerfol  than  myself,  and  without 
whose  concurrence  my  efforts  could  be  of 
little  arai).  I  wished  to  conciliate  this 
House,  for  I  am  not  vain  and  fantastical 
enough  Co  ^pect  that  it  would  adopt  my 
minions.  I  lay  little  stress  upon  the 
Veto.  I  ]|^k  upoh  all  securities  of  this 
kind  in  k  Tery  inferior  point  of  view.  I 
think  the  Catholics,  like  other  men,  must 
be  governed  by  their  interests  and  afiec- 
tions.— -The  debate,  IKr,  hating  been  so 
Ibng  protracted,  I  must  thank  the  Hoosa 
for  the  patience  with  which  I  have  been 
Hsidn^d  to,  and  shall  conclude  by  repeat- 
ing my  firm  conviction,  that  without  con- 
tiliation  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  vrt 
thn  neither  be  strong  in  war,  nor  entitled 
to  hope  for  an  adVantag^us  peate. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
he  cave  the  noble  lord  who  brought  for- 
ward  th^  present'  motion,  credit  both  for 
his  motives  in  so  doing,  and  for  the  ability 
which  he  had  displayed  in  its  support. 
He  was  sure  he  was  not  paying  an  ill  com- 
pliment to  that  noble  lord  to  say,  that  he 
deplored,  however,  in  common  with  other 
flilembers,  the  calami^ty  which  had  taken 
it  out  of  those  hands  which  were  folly 
Competent  to  do  it  justice.  But  at  the 
tame  time  he  could  not  withhold  his 
ttirong  disapprobation,  both  of  the  mode 
Adopted  on  the  pr^nt  occasion  by  the 
Other  side  of  the  Boute,  and  of  the  object 
Whi(^  that  moda  was  intended  to  aOCom- 
^lisU.  He  did  not  in  the  first  place,  think 
n  a^  wise  or  proper  thing  to  bring  the  con- 
^ad  of  the  ^urts  of  law  in  Ireland  under 
fb€  revief^of  the  Hotise  of  Commons,  be- 
r^use  it  might  li^ad  to  a  decision  in  that 
House,  which  preserved  no  appellant  jui*is- 
dictfon,  pr^juaicial  to  the  judgment  of  the  ^ 
f)tlk^Aion  by  the  appropriate  tribunal.  Th6 
lldble  lord  had  not  said,  nor  did  he  believe 
that  he  intended  to  say,  that  he  had  any 
char|e  to  bringagainst  the  court  ofKing's- 
behcn  in  Indiana  ;  bm  the  effect  of  his 
lAOtion,  if  earned,  must  be  to  stigmatize 
thtit  <!6tirt,  because  the  motion  was  so 
MnM  as  to  iak^  into  its  purview  the  doua- 
l^lfrgirdihid  6f  the  claims  of  the  Catholics 
MiSa^bt  eoiskittot  tbs  Lridh  admittis^Sir 


tion.  And  the  true  friends  of  the  Catho- 
lic cause  had  reason  to  complain  that  they 
were  thas  attempted  to  be  caught,  by 
voting  for  one  object.  Into  an  admission  ^f 
the,  troth  of  the  alleged  miaconduct  of 
the  Irish  government.  Why  did  not  gen* 
tiemen  bring  a  specific  charge  against 
that  government,  and  try  it  faifly  on  Us 
own  merits  ?  This  would  have  been  ah 
bCinourabJe^  a  candid,,  and  a  manly  tause 
df  procedure.  But  no,  at  a  tlUM  when, 
^cordin^  to  the  representations  of  an  hd- 
nourable  member^  the  eitistence  of  the 
present  Administration  was  drawing  to  a 
close,  it  Was  deemed  necessary  to  make  a 
display  of  the  strength  of  those  Who  avow« 
ed  themselves  competitors  for  the  juices- 
sion.  The  hon.  gentleman  to  Whom  he 
had  attributed  the  expression,  was  now  in 
his  place,  and  could  abswer  for  himself. 

[Mr.  Pamell  disclaimed  the  words  im- 
puted to  him.] 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  ExchetiUerrt^ntneSt 
and  assured  the  House  that  he  was  not  th& 
only  person  who  had  been  deceived.  Th6 
right  hon.  gentleman  then  entered  into  i^ 
vindication  of  the  measures  of  iht  Irish  gON 
vemment,  and  solemnly  professed  it  to  bb 
his  opinion,  that  looking  at  the  constitn- 
tion  of  the  Catholic  Convention  and  ita 
recent  proceedings,  if  no  such  law  as  the 
Convention  act  had  been  in  existence,  it 
would  have  been  the  indispensible  duty  of 
his  Majesty's  ministers  to  have  proposed 
to  the  legislature  the  immediMe  adoption 
of  some  similar  provision.  But,  whatever 
difierence  of  opinion  might  prevail  oik 
this  Subject,  it  would  at  least  have  been 
the  most  open  and  manly  way  of  pro- 
ceeding to  have  tried  the  question  of  th^ 
Irish  government  separately,  and  not  t« 
have  mingled  it  with  the  question  of  Ca^ 
tholic  concession,  for  the  obvious  purpose 
of  collecting  every  stray  vote  which  con- 
vif^tion,  on  one  potnt,  joined  to  uncertainty 
on  another,  might  be  the  means  of  Ornish- 
irtg.  He  was  at  the  sametime  fqlly  per- 
suaded that  in  lending  all  the  weight  of 
their  sanction  to  the  meetings  of  a  Con- 
vention sitting  permanently,  equalling  at* 
most  in  number  the  united  parliament; 
and  representing  every  ord^r  of  CathdMi* 
Society,  the  gentlemen  opp6site,  whetftSf 
they  expected  tb  remain  wnere  they  wer£ 
or  to  succeed  to  office,  were  itcting  a  tnosl 
impolitic  and  dangerous  part.  8ach,  hovr; 
ever  Was  the  violence  of  party  feelin^f^ 
sach  their  desire  of  condenaning  govern- 
ment, that  their  better  jddgm^m  had  be^ 
liihiM^  ioA  bU  becomr  liin^  t6  # 
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coase^oencei  of  ibeir  own  coantds. 
^  Upon  the  i^tneraliabject  of  the  Catholic 
^ims*''  tnd  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
*'  mj  pinions  ar«  well  knoi«ii,,I  have 
•een  no  reaion  to  alter  those. opinkmii.  I 
btTe  before  aaid  that  I  could  not  conceife 
m  time,  or  any  change  of  circumstance^ 
which  could  render  further  concessions  to 
the  Catholics  consistent  with  the  safety  of 
the  state,  and  to  those  opinions  I  c6ntmae 
to  adhere/'  The  Catholics. were  per- 
fectly prepared  to  receife,  but  not '  to 
make,  any  concessions.    The  two  great 

Soints  were,  security  ^m  foreign  ia« 
aence,  and  from  danger  to  our  own  ^- 
^ablishments.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
then  proceeded  to  read  some  passages 
from  lord  GrenTtUe's  LeUer  to  lord  Fimgall, 
irom  which  he  shewed  jlhat  though  the 
noble  lord  was  hot  pledged  to  the  Veto, 
yet  he  demanded  s<nne  equiTalent  to  it  for 
aecuring  an  establishment  in  church  and 
ikale^  which  he  considered  necessary  in  the 
viewi^  not  of  bigots,  but,  of  enlightened 
men^^  The  noble  lord  bad  even  added, 
that  if  nothing  of  that  sort  could  be  done, 
JIm  should  despair;  alluding  to  arrange^ 
menu  respecting  the  nomination  of  bishops. 
Jknd  unless  the  House  knew  of  some  se- 
curitv,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  contend- 
ed, they  would  only  be  deluding  the  Cft* 
tholics  by  going  into  a  committee.  But 
bad  any  body  heard  of  any  proposition  of 
the  kind  that  th^  Catholics  would  accept  ? 
.  Those  who  had  been  engaged  in  this  cause 
fer  years,  could  not  venture  to  propose 
nny  specific  measure ;  he  could  not  there- 
fere  see  the  probability  of  any  event 
which  would  rouder  the  concessions  safe, 
or  a  security  acceptable.  The  noble  lord 
{Grenville)  had  said,  that  he  had  deliberat- 
ed on  the  subject  with  the  late  Mr.  Pitt, 
••nd  had  been  long  revolving  it  in  his 
aiind;  the  result  of  all  which  was  the 
Veto.  Conciliation  was  the  object  of  all : 
Ixot  it  had  been  said,  ''  pass  a  legislative 
enactment,  and  let  the  Catholics  take  it  or 
■leave  it."  That,  however,  would  not  con- 
iei)iate«  if  they  objected  to  it.  With  res- 
Met  to  the  bard  names  of  bigotry  and  in- 
tolerance that  had  been  applied  to  him, 
'  lltd  not  lord  Orenville's  letter  equally  de- 
mand guards  and  securities  against  foreign 
•nd  domestic  dangers  ?  Sure  he  was,  that 
the  Catholics  ought  to  come  to  parliament 
lo  ask  lor  concessions  in  a  dinerent  tone 
mnd  aUitude  fVom  those  which  they  had 
lately  manifested.  As  to  the  notice  of 
S  moftioB  for  a  repeal  of  the  lesislative 
l^mff^  ^ff^^  ^  ^^  BWt^t  by  bis  righ^ 


hoB.  friettd  (Hr.  Caaniag),  he  could  not 
•ee  in  that  a  great  .additimal  ebjectitm  to 
the  measure.  The  repeal  of  the  Uniott 
could  only  tend  to  produce  a  separation  of 
the  two  countries.  No  enlightened  mind 
could  contemplate  it  in  any  other  point  of 
view.  He  was  glad  to  find  that  the  argu>- 
ment,  founded  on  a  claim  of  right,  had  not 
beeo  supported  by  any  gentleman  in  that 
House.— AAer  various  arguments  againat 
the  propriety  of  adopting  the  motion  for 
a  coipqnittee,  the  rig^  hon.  gentle^ 
jman  trusted  thatma^iy  members  woukl 
feel  forcibly  the  manner  in  which  it  wae 
attempted  to  entrap  them  into  a  vote  for 
the  motion ;  connecting  the  conduct  of  the 
government  respecting  the  law  of  tho 
laikl,  with  a  question  of  claims,  without 
consideration  of  the  fitness  of  the  time,  or 
the  suggestion  of  the  necessary  conditione 
on  which  alone  those  claimi  could  be  con* 
ceded. 

Mr.  GraUm  did  not  rise  to  address  the 
House  until  four  in  the  morning.  He  de- 
clared, that  in  voting  for  the  motion  of  the 
noble  lord  be  did^not  wish  to  be  thought 
to  have  voted  any  censure  on  the  jodceo 
of  Ireluid.  For  of  those  judges  he  had  « 
very  high  opinion,  and  for  one  of  them 
in  particular  he  had  a  very  warm  affec- 
tion ;  but  while  he  did  not  wish  to  vote 
any  censure  on  their  conduct,  lie  would 
vindicate  the  right  of  inquiry.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  hi|d  said^  that  the  point  of 
law  was  in  favour  of  the  ministers  of  the 
crown. — But.  allowing  that  the  point  pt 
law  was  against  them,  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman hsid  contended,  that  if  they  wteo 
advised  to  act,  as  they  did,  by  thie  legal 
advisers  of  the  crown,  they  would  still  ho 
morally  right.  He  vished  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  to  recolftct,  however,  that  if 
in  this  w^y  they  were  legally  wroi>g  an4 
morally  right,  he  had  been  making  the 
very  beat  apology  for  ^  Roman  CatboUci. 
They  were  men,  and  liable  to  err  as  well 
as  ministers ;  they  had  acted  under  the 
advice  of  eminent  lawyers,  as  well  as  mir 
nisters;  and  if  they  had  transgressed  ^be 
law  they  were  not  to  be.considei:ed  guilty* 
but  only  in  error.  With  respect  to  the 
Convention  bill,  be  remembered  very  weU 
the  period  when  it  had  passed.  At  that 
time  he  not  only  voted  against  it,  but 
spoke  against  it ;  for  in  his  opinion  it  was 
liable  to  one  great,  objection,  namely,  tiM 
of  declaring  that  all  representative  ddi$^ 
gations,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  sit 
terationsin  Church  and  State,  weie  iUog^i 
Ho  then  remeyberpd  Jtfaat  Jrol|nMl  />^ 
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I  of  her  greatefl  mintAM§H  to  repr«- 
MilttUhre  delegates ;  be  renembered  the 
delegatet  at  DuogMmoo ;  he  remembered 
the  Cenfeotion  whkh  preceded  the  graiilf 
toihe  Catholics,  in  1 7(^;  be  remembered 
that  these  delegations  had  beeo,  in  some 
degree,  ackaowledged  by  the  iegislatore; 
iMT  the  petHioB  which  was  presented  ffom 
the  Catbolic  delegates^  and  transmitted  to 
both  Hooses  of  Parliament,  received  the 
coantenadce  of  a  majority  of  both  those 
Hooses.  This  actoastedreflectioQSon  some 
of  tbe  greatest  and  proudest  periods  of  oar 
liistery ;  it  casted  reflections  on  the  Coo« 
Tention  from  which  £ngland  had  derived 
one  of  the  greatest  blessings  which  she  had 
•verenjoyed— theCooTentionof  10»8;  it 
was  saying  that  the  title  to  the  crown  of 
his  present  Majesty  was  onlawfn) ;  it  was 
saying  that  the  Re?oliition  was  unlawful. 
If  it  had  been  wished  to  pass  an  act  of  at- 
Utnder  on  all  those  who  had  been  instrn- 
jnental  in  placing  king  William  on  the 
throne  of  these  realms,  the  preamble 
would  have  been  materially  the  same  as 
thatof  theCoQTentioBact.  He  could  not 
cooceiye  bow  it  was  posdble  to  declare 
the  principle  of  Conventions  on  aH  occa^ 
aions,  and  for  all  purposes,  unlawful, 
though  be  could  conceive  a  time  when 
Convention  fi>r  some  purposes  might  be 
dangerous.  We  owed  our  privileges  to 
the  existence  of  Conventions,  and  we  owed 
the  preservation  of  them  to  the  infre- 
qneney  of  Conventions;  therefore,  though 
he  would  defend  the  principle  of  Conven- 
tion, he  would  not  defend  their  frequency. 
The  Catholics  had  had  examples  set  them 
by  their  Catholic  brethren ;  and,  admit- 
ting the  illegality,  the  censure  against 
their  conduct  was  not  the  less  unfounded ; 
and  supposing  the  Catholics  had  assembled 
without  the  sanction  of  the  law  as  to  the 
flMinner  in  which  they  were  to  claim  their 
privileges,  that  was  but  a  poor  argument 
against  the  privileges  themselves.  If  the 
eoodoot  of  the  Catholic  body  had  been 
more  tehement  than  men  in  jhe  full  en- 
joTinent  of  their  rights  wouMrhave  ex- 
hibited; if  it  was  not  altogether  constitu- 
tional in  every  point,  parliamentthemselves 
were  the  cause ;  they  had  deprived  four 
millions  of  people  of  their  rights,  and  they 
were  not  to  be  astonished  that  these  ^r 
millions  of  people  had  spirit  enough  to 
feel  the  in|ury.  The  Catholics  were 
^)led  upon  to  triumph  over  their  preju- 
dices, as  if  the  prejudices  were  altogether 
on  the  side  of  the  Catholics.  It  should 
fViffV  \^m^^u;kit  a  victory  of  one  sect  over 
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another  sect,  but  of  both  againat  amnnssn 
prejudices ;  and  the  reanit  of  this  nmtual 
victory  would  be  the  establishment  of  pub- 
lic tranquillity*  The  conductof  parliament 
towards  the  Catholics  was  injunous  to  tbo 
best  inleresU  of  the  nation.  It  taught 
them  to  ooosider  that  the  principal  ar^ 
ment  against  their  cause,  however  invuv- 
cible,  was  not  to  be  defined;  but,  if  tho 
people  were  to  be  familiarised  to  repeated 
defeau,  they  would  destroy  that  spirit  by 
which  the  liberties  of  a  people  were  to  be 
protected.  The  refusal  of  the  Catholics 
to  take  the  oath  wished  to  be  imposed  upc«i 
them»  was  the  strongest  argument  in  their 
favour :  for  a  Deist,  an  Atheist,  nay  even 
Lucifer  himself  might  take  that  oath  which 
the  Catholics  would  not  take.  He  did  not 
consider  the  Catholic  oath  intended  as  an 
evidence  of  the  Catholic  conviction,  but 
as  an  evidence  of  their  political  dissaf- 
fection;  and  whenever  this  disaflfec« 
tion  ceased,  the  principle  on  which  the 
oath  was  justifiable,  ceased  also.  It  had 
been  mid,  that  concession  to  the  Catholics 
of  part  of  their  claims  formerly  produced 
no  good,  and  that  they  were  dissatisfied 
at  that  government  under  which  they  were 
granted.  This  had  been  so  well  refuted 
by  a  right  bon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Canning,) 
that  it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  enlarge 
upon  it.  He  would  only  add,  that  tho 
minister  who  then  presided  in  Ireland 
was  unpopular,  and  a  declared  enemy  to 
the  Catholic  religion ;  and  it  was  well 
known  that  a  hostile  ministry  always  mado 
a  discontented  people  under  whatever 
constitution.  But,  did  the  concessions 
produce  no  good  eflect  ?  What !  the  sol* 
diers  and  sailors,  who  afier  the  repeal  shed 
their  blood  with  pleasure  at  your  command, 
no  good  effect  f  Although  the  ministry 
who  granted  the  concessions  derived  no 
advantage,  the  ease  and  ^ility  with  which 
the  army  and  navy  afterwards  were  filled, 
was  an  advantage  to  the  country  of  tho 
highest  nature.  A  right  bon.  ana  learned 
gentleman  (sir  John  NichoU)  thought  it 
would  be  lulvisable  to  wait  till  the  Irish 
were  better  informed,  and  less  disorderly 
and  barbarous.  Bat  this  was  a  reflection 
on  the  English  government  However  hard 
the  laws  under  which  they  suflfered,  still 
an  afiectionate  peasantry  filled  the  armies 
of  their  country.  But  the  question  was, 
not  whether  the  peasantry  were  to  be  en- 
trusted with  power,  but  whether  the  no- 
bility and  gentry  were  to  be  entrusted 
with  it.  With  respect  to  the  danger  of 
thit  chmrch^the  cburch^tabUtiMiiMllt^i 
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gtmhroNlif  wbor  sfNPkelM,  trad  iWie^t  iNHqr 
all  the  argunenu  of  ttn  friends  witb  H^ 
rff»ci  to  the  coostrnctidflof  the  ConrrefttkHl 
«H^  for  lie  Hitfly  admitied  tbat^  at  th«. 
tfaie  it  passed,  he  waa^awara  that  it  waa 
direetad  against  dalegatiott.  After  tM 
admissioD^  he  had  a  right  ta  call  upon 
those  who  had,  opoa  a  mkicoticeptioii  of 
the  iiitefitloo  of  the  act,  spoken  for  tha 
nMioii/  noar  to  rote  against  it.  The  lati 
right  bon^Ghancelldr  of  Irelafldi  and  tha 
right  hoHi  gentl^own  who  spoke  last^  wera 
qoite  at  Tariaooe  with  regard  to  tll«  maaa^ 
ingofthe  act,  and  he  shoold  leare  it^to 
themselvas  to  racoooile  their  jarring  opi» 
ntous» 

Mr.  Tierne^  said,  that  tha  right  hon.  tha 
Chancellor  isi  the  Bxcbeqoer  had  calied 
opon  his  noble  friend  who  had  brooghi 
forward  the  present  qaestion,  to  Yota 
against  his  own  proposition,  because  ii 
bad  been  sapported  on  grounds  diffbreni 
from  thaae  on  which  he  had  originaUif 
nidred  it.  Mr.  T.  stated,  thai  he  felt  it 
die  ta  hil^self,  as  well  as  to  his  nobte 
friend>  to  daclare  distinotlj  the  Tiew  h^ 
took  of  the  subjects  On  a  motion  for  a 
committee  to  uhe  into  considerati6n  tha 
State  of  Ireland,  it  was  not  extraordinary 
that  diiiereiit  gentlemeil  shouKi  recom<> 
mend   such   a  proceeding  on  dtfiR^reni 

Sroonds.  For  my  own  party  said  the  tight 
on.  gentleman,  i  swear  by  my  vote  to  eitf« 
press  no  censare  on  what  has  racentiy 
passed  in  the  oourta  of  law  in  Ireland^ 
either  ^\xVk  respect  to  the  judges  or  tha 
jmriasi  Aa  to  tha  minlstars  b<^fe,  of  iit 
Ireland)  it  is  new  to'  me  to  ba  told,  that  a 
motion  ought  to  be  resisted  because  it  has 
a  tandaney  to  criminate  tham^  Such  art 
argomant)  if  admitted,  would  put  a  stop  to 
all  ioqairies.  Whether  the  motion  now 
propuaed  wouM  laad  to  a  censure  on  the 
gotemment  for  thair  conduct,  can  only  ba 
ascertained  by  a  full  elimination  into  alt 
the  eircumstanc(»  which  have  uken  places 
At  present  it  is  enough  to  say,  that  tha 
Slate  of  Inland,  upon  tha  shewing  of  mi^ 
niatera  thetnseltes,  is  such  as  to  demand, 
tha  immediata  and  anxiona  attention  of 
this  House.  We  are  bound,  as  1  thhik; 
to  take  it  into  comtideration ;  but  if  we  gv 
into  a  committee,  my  own  earnest  adtico 
ta  my  noble  friend  wmkA  be,  to  paatpona 
all  oiiHNr  objeeu  tb  tihat  most  itnpbrtima 
ene,  the  repeal  of  these  harsh  and  impolitia 
laws  which  now  opprasi  the  Catliolici» 
ThM  is  the  great  and  most  m-gettt  poinl 
far  dehbetation,  and  to  that^  in  my  j«dg*^- 
fisem^  idl  oilMr  toawn  alMH  gtta  way^ 


f9t  lite  ihfkitary  hdr  the  king/ 
Ml  fop  ifc^  poopla.  It  bad  been  thougha 
p^apa^  t^  aiti<  tb^  raiigtous  establishment 
df  England  to  the  people  of  Ireland  \  in 
WMcb  perhapa  they  were  right  I  battitey 
a^tii  Wr6ng  if  tbey  imposad  apon  the  peo*- 
]i4a  ef  Ireland  tb«  Saglish  eharcb,  and 
ttosn  made  thai  a  reaaon  for  disqoaNfying 
ib^m  frdm  th^  enjoyment  of  their  rights^ 
W^  it  to  be  said  tlmt  tha  establishment  of 
{he  Bnglish  church  was  hot  campatjble  with 
Iha  Hbwrties  of  the  people  ?  He  had  never 
aeen  any  alta^ion  proposed  in  church  or 
•itatiJ,iHthout  going  into  a  committee}  and 
be  lamented  to  tee  the  manner  in  which 
•he  ministry  were  raising  op  imaginary 
diffieuittesi  for  they  seemed  to  embrace 
Iha  difflcdlty  mdraly  because  they  Were 
IB  opposition  to  the  principle.  Any  thing 
iliight  be  food  for  opposition  to  an  onwill- 
hlg  ministry.  He  remambered  when  the 
Irish  reform  was  proposed,  no  plan  could 
be  found  practicable;  but  when  the  Union 
came,  it  Was  all  done  in  less  than  a  waek. 
Upwards  of  twenty-five  law-suita  existed 
at  present  in  Ireland.  They  had  gone  to 
law  with  the  Whale  paopfe  of  Ireland ; 
^d  they  had  gone  to  law  with  indivi^ 
duals;  and  i\p  less  than  five  actions  bad 
been  broOght  against  tha  lord  chief  jua- 
Hee ;  thei^e  were  Miiis  on  all  sides^  and 
W^  hWyeri  on  all  skies ;  lawyer  againH 
lawyer;  evil  agaihsi  «vil;  long^obe 
afalMt  lortgroba;  bat  woUld  tho  fira 
Which  raged  at  preftent  in  IrOiand  be  ex- 
tihguished  by  all  the  twenty^five  law  sdiCa, 
dr  by  all  thd  snflbrings  of  the  meaaberd  of 
Ito  IHsh  domfiiittee  ?  the  evil  did  not 
eJTiit  fh  ihH  or  that  chief  justice,  or  in  this 
M  that  Sl>6ratliry  f  bet  in  the  law  itself; 
afid  ift  order  to  produce  satisfaction  it  Was 
d6et»ttary  to  H^peal  the  law.  Whan  an 
Mery  fli  the  poHtttal  body  Was  tied  up, 
Ihkt  body  natnrally  foil  into  doavulsiotis. 
fhe  Irilh  Catheliel  exhauMed  their  tree* 
thf^  ahd  tb^r  blood  in  the  ^fonce  of  the 
atnplre;  the  peeple  of  Engleftd  Were  not 
Msen^ble  to  their  merits,  nor  anWilling  to 
MknoWladge  tbeir  merits ;  atid  sepposing 
fbe  ^iniktef  HioukI  procute  a  temnoTary 
#iumph,  he  Would  tell  hifci  that  thi^  hooest 
KHing,  that  the  ht»n6ar  4nd  honesty  of 
<h^  people  of  England  would  not  long 
ietppoH  him  in  tbat  triumph.  Whether 
this  couVitry  sbeuld  rtand  o^  foil  in  her 
straggle  with  the  enemy  of  Europe,  he 
wfslied  it  mi^ht  ^and  or  foil  with  Ireland 
^but  WHh  irektiid  iti  the  posMsiofi  ^ 
^t}ual  privileges  and  aqual  Hghts. 
^m.  QMcer  obsmad,  thM  UtefiAt  Mm; 

/     8 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


my 


iFfff^4/Mi|^ 


I  wUb  to  alby  the  hpnu  m>4  wibnmtiti 
by  vbich.  Ireland  is  ^aif^mMi.  Tkd 
€09fM  proposed  by  my  mt>h  friend  vroi^ 
announce  to  ber,  fj^a^  p^li^oMm/L  feh  for 
and  was  occupied  io  ti^i  coosideration  of 
ber  tUoaMop.  Sifph  i^  prpi:(»adiog  woold 
I  ^m  por«u^^,  io  JMf  bo  lookd  ufMNi 
as  ponciliatpry,  aod  bp  ^hc  moaps  of  pro" 
curing  ajt  )^j|st  a  paaie  apd  intarYol,  doriog 
isbich,  I  enterjcaio  ^  confidfnftiaJl  bone, 
that  tttcb  Dieaiurof  VFoald  be  adoptooaa 
would  bury  in  ^bliWoA  all  tbttt  baa  pMsed. 
I  keep  my  word  witb  the  Hojmo>  alad  ab- 
stain from  all  argument  on  the  question 
be$m  m.  V  ibe  ^otjop  of  nay  noble 
friend  is  lo  be  i;e>o^d»  mfi  musl  ^abiok; 
bMt  my  nob)^  friend  mii  thoae  who  vols 
with  bi«l«  will  bejroaftcr  stand  .absolved  in 
tho«ye9  of  the  world  6»m^ail  neaponsibility 
with  rf!spKeot  to  the  fatal  consequencm 
which  mt^f  9fii»e  fcom  tb§  contingaace  of 
ibit  discaateoM  m^  distractions  by  which 
Ireland  is  at  this  4^y  so  unhappUy  di« 
yjded. 

Mr.  EllfiHi,  in  fotiagior  tbo  motion,  do* 
9lar«d  be  bad  no  JAdeaiioii  4o  orMsioote 
anioisieia,  bqi  to  jQonaMer  4he  claims  of  the 
(patholicsy  mbif^  ^mre  essMtially  connoctT 
fd  with  the  aafeity  of  the  empire. 

Sir  G.  Wwmm^  l^und^  bis  fole  on 
fioular  grounds. 

Ijord  JUi^tfcii  jn^  a  brief  reply ;  in 
tlie  coorse  of  which  he  obserTied»  that  it 
.  had  bttm  alleged,  that  the  motion  be  bad 
aobmitted  to  the  House  had  been  brought  < 
fopward  to  senre  ^orne  ^political  purpose 
or  party  yiew.  He  knew  not  what  was 
meant  by  this  insinoation,  bui  if  an  ar- 
deot  wish  to  promote  ceniciliatiQn,  and 
U^  eoiAe  ^  hsarts  of  all  descriptions  of 
pysrsons  m  a  general  afiection  <o  •the  atate« 
)»e»  A  i^^lkioal  Tiew,  waa  a  party  purpose, 
be  was  proud  to  admit  the  charge. 

Uie  Haase  then  diYided,  when  the  nom- 
berivwere: 

For  lord  Morpeth's  motion....  135 

<A«ain8i  it ^ 229 

m^nvhj  against  the  rootieniM.  ^4 

Adjounied  at  half-past  fi?»' o'clock  on 
.  Wedoasday  naming. 

List  of  the  Mmority. 

AbercroAi^j,  Pqu.  J,      Barii^,  Sir  T. 

Adair,  U.  Benne^  Hon.  If^.  G. 

Agar,  £,  Af .  BenDett,  R.  H.  A* 

Arthorpe/Visc.  Berofird,  S. 

Aobre^,  ikr  'I.  Bradshaw,  Hon.  A.  €. 

AatiMue,  iiSe.  6i«od/  Hon.  T.  - 

fiageai^  MT.  Brasgliafn,  H. 


B>ng,  G. 
Bligh,  Thos. 
Campbell)  I>. 
Okafoner,  R. 
Cd^,T.  W. 
Coke,  £. 
Coihpisia,  N.  R. 
Combe,  U.  C, 
Creevcy,  T. 
Cuthbert,  J.  I(, 
Cocks,  James. 
Dundas,  C. 
buodas,  Hon.  R.  L. 
DoaoannoD,  Lord. 
Daljf,  Bowes. 
£deo,Hoo.G. 
EUiptt,ftt.Bon.W, 
Fe^g^«o.D,  R.  C. 
Fi^pacrick,  Hon.  R. 
Fitzroy,  Lord  C. 
Fitiroy,  Lord  Wm. 
Fol.ej,T, 
Freaoby  A. 
'Fotkestooe,  Vise. 
Frankland,  W. 
Fits|^d>I^H. 
Oaes^D. 
Odwer,  Earl. 
Grant,  pjun, 
Grattan,Kt.  ^on.  H. 

Greenbill,  R. 
Q       -  — 
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Hobboose,  B. 
Horner,  F. 
Hoirard/H. 
Hovvard,  Hon.  W. 
Hegbes,  W.  U 
Ibio^,  W.  H. 
Hurst,  Rob. 
Hussey,  Tbos. 
Hutchinson,  Hon.  C. 
Ingeiby,SirW. 
Knight,  R. 
Knox,  Hon.  T. 
Lamb,  Hon.  W. 
La^>ncbe,  D. 
jLatoufib^i  J. 
Latouche,  R. 
Leach,  J. 
Lemon,  C. 
{^emon,  J. 
Lemon,  Sir  W. 


iftt)^toB,Haa.W.jyt, 

Lloyd,  J,  W, 
Longman.  G^. 
Kjfacdonald,  J. 
Madocks,  W.  A. 
Mahon,  Hon.  6. 
Markliara,  J. 
iiarryau,  J. 
Ilatbew,  Hon.  M. 
MMtQ^,Visc. 
JBii  #a(ie,  Hon.,J. 
J  :opre,  P. 
JVIildroay,  Sir  H. 
MorpetS,  Vise. 
Ktvilie,  Hon.  R. 
North,  D. 
adeH,W. 
Oglaiider,«ir  jr. 
Ordf,W. 
jQsbNin«^  jUcd  F. 
Pelbapi,  Hpn,  G.  A- 
P^neJl^H. 
Pigj^ott,  Sir  A* 
PonsoQby,'Rt.  f^on.  Q. 
Ponsonby,  O. 
PoDsonby,  P. 
Pofier,  R. 
Poyots,  W.  S. 
P4i^ie,ft)p.F.A. 
PjrW,  I*. 
jQ^iin,  Hon.  W, 
Jftidlev,  Sir  M.  W. 
Romiliy,Sir§. 
St.  Aubyn,  Sir  J. 
Savage,'T. 
Scodamore,  R.  P. 
Sharp,  R. 

^h«ndaa,Bl.Hsw.R. 
SiocilaH-,  G. 
Smith,  Jolip. 
Smith,  Wm. 
Smith,  G. 
Stanley,  Lord. 
Speirs,  A. 
Tavistock,  if  ar<|. 
Temple,  Earl. 
Teiapletewn,  Vise. 
Ti«rn«y,ftt.a«.#. 
Tigbe,  W. 
Tracy,  CIJ. 
Talbot,  ?..W. 
Vernop,  G.  V. 
Western,  C.  C. 
Whitbread,  S. 
Warreiider,^r'G. 
Walpole,  Hojs.G. 
WrotteaUy^  H. 
Wyw^SirW.W- 

C.  W.  W.  Wyp.^1. 
W.  H.  Fremantlc. 
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torn  presented  a  Petitioii  from  the  Mer* 
chente,  Traders,  and  Manafiurtarers  of  the 
iown  of  Greenock,  setting  forth, 

''  That,  while  the  peutioners  have  no 
desire  to  trench  on  the  sabstaniial  i:i|^ts 
of  the  East  India  Company,  they  bc^  to 
submit  to  the  House,  that  there  appears  a 
field,  worthy  of  the  national  exertion  and 
industry,  to  the  eastward  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  westward  of  Cape  Horn, 
in  the  exclasire  priTilege  of  that  company, 
which  might  be  rendered  prodoctive  of 
adrantai^  that  have  not  hitherto  arisen 
out  of  It ;.  and  that,  to  enable  the  British 
BMrchant  to  meet  in  foir  competition  nen- 
traia  and  foreigners  in  their  own  and  other 
markets,  to  which  thev  carry  the  prodacts 
el  th^  countries  to  the  eastward  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  the  westward  of 
Cape  Horn,  and  to  allow  these  products, 
without  being  first  landed  in  the  tJnited 
Kingdom,  to  be  transported  to  the  British 
West  Indies,  the  colonies  of  America^  and 
idl  other  countries  whatever  in  America, 
Africa,  and  Asia,  and  in  Europe,  south  of 
Cape  Finisterre,  and  within  the  Mediter- 
ranean, the  House  must  perceive  that  the 
nayigation  laws  will  require  to  be  revised 
and  amended;  and  that  the  exclusive  com- 
mercial privileffes  granted  to  the  South  Sea 
company,  which  may  operate  to  the  inter- 
ruption qf  the  trade  proposed,  should  be 
distinctly  removed ;  and  praying  the 
House  to  take  the  same  into  tneir  conside* 
ration,  and  to  grant  such  relief  therein  as 
to  them  may  seem  meet^'^-Ordered  to  lie 
on  the  Uble. 

BlOTS   AT    NOTTINOUAII.]     Mr.    Whii' 

fcvMi  wished  to  ask  the  ri^t  hon.  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  whether  it  was  the  inten- 
tion or  the  government  to  lay  any  infor- 
mation before  the  House  wiUi  respect  to 
the  disturbances  which  had  for  three 
months  scandalise  the  country,  and  still 
continued  to  do  so,  or  whether  any  in- 
quiry was  to  be  set  on  foot  with  respect  to 
them? 

Mr.  Secretary  %d^  agreed  that  the  pro- 
ceedings alluded  to  by  the  hon.  gent,  were 
such  as  scandalised  the  country ;  he  had 
reason  to  believe,  however,  that  they  had, 
within  these  few  days,  much  subsided. 
Whether  this  was  or  was  not  the  case,  the 
House  woCild  soon  possess  the  opportunity 
of  inquiring  into  the  subject  when  a  Bill, 
which  was  now  in  preparation,  should  be 
introduced. 

Mr.  WkiOrttd  observed,  that  after  what 
had  Men  from  the  right  hon*  Secretary, 
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he  should  not  himsplf  now  give  any  notice 
on  the  subject ;  but  he  must  ask,  was  not 
the  existence  of  the  late  dtsgrsceful  nets  at 
NoUingham,  a  pnmd  facie  charge  against 
the  home  administration. 

Mr.  Lambe  said,  that  the  riots  at  Netting^ 
ham  had  not  only  not  subsided,  but  were 
increasing,  and  loudly  called  for  enquiry. 

Mr.  J*  Smiik  stated,  that  he  had  received 
letters  that  morning  which  expressed  that 
a  greater  degree  of  tranquillity  prevailed 
in  the  counSry  than  had  beni  lor  seme 
months  past. 

Select  ComnTTBB  appohitbo  <mi  tbb 
East  India  Compamy's  Afpaies.]  Mr. 
WaUaee,  after  shortly  adverting  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  su^ect,  especially  as  the 
great  question  of  iihe  ]^t  India  Com- 
pany's Charter  would  soon  come  before 
the  House,  observed,  that  dM  Committesi 
had  already  made  two  large  reports,  whldi 
contained  a  full  account  of  the  fereiga 
transactions  of  the  company,  and  that  it 
only  remained  now  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  home  department  of  the  bunnessw 
that  the  House  might  have  twibre  them  a 
complete  history  of  the  finances  of  the 
East  India  Company.  He  apologised  lor 
the  delay  which  bad  occurred,  on  the 
ground  of  the  length  of  time  requiMte  to 
prepare,  arrange,  and  render  int^igible 
tedious  and  complicated  aocounis.  He 
wished  to  make  only  two  slight  altera- 
tions, which  were,  the  substitution  of 
Mr.  Howarth  and  Mr.  Lushington,  in  the 
room  of  lord  Melville  and  sir  John  An- 
struther.  He  then  moved, "  That  a  Select 
Committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  present  state  of  the  affinrs  or  the  East 
India  Company,  and  to  report  the  same^ 
as  it  shall  appear  to  them,  to  the  House, 
with  their  observations  thereupon.'' 

Mr.  Cnewsf  objected  to  the  motion  sito* 
gether.  For  the  purpose  of  shewing  the 
importance  of  the  subject,  he  begged  that 
that  part  of  the  Prince  Regent's  speech  at 
the  onening  of  the  session,  which  recom* 
mencled  attention  to  the  aflhirs  of  the 
British  possessions  in  India,  should  be  read» 
[It  being  accordingly  read  by  the  clerk»  the 
hon.  gentleman  proceeded.]^  The  charier 
of  the  Company  was  near  its  expiration :  it 
was  therefore  highly  important,  that  every 
sort  of  information  should  be  obtained  be- 
fore the  discussion  of  its  renewal.  It  was 
OB  this  ground  he  objected  to  thsiselect 
committee,  as  utterly  incompetent  and  in* 
adequate  to  furnish  that  intormation..  b 
was  now  the  fifth  semion  since  that  Con* 
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»ic|kc«  had  been  appoanted^  end  yet  their 
accounts  were  so  utterly  unintelligible, 
^Mt  be  was  conTinced  that  not  one  person 
in  thai  Honsoi  nor  out  of  it,  understood  a 
little  of  the  matter.     He  proposed,  there- 
lore,  a  coannittee  of  the  whole  Honse, 
that  the  country  might  be  able  to  see 
what  was  going  forward.     There  were 
docoanents  enough  already  on  which  an 
enquiry  might  be  grounded.    The  first 
object  of  considei^aiion  should    be    the 
sigreement  of  1793,  by  which    it    was 
guaranteed,  that  in  consideration  of  an 
«3cclnsiTe  monopoly,  the  sum  o^SQOfiOOU 
ahonld  be  annually  paid  to  the  public. 
Yet,  in  the  course  of  19  years  this  pay- 
ment had  been  only  once  made;    and  in 
another  instance,  the  public  bad  been 
called    upon    to    advance    a    loan    of 
1,500,000^— The  next  object   for   their 
consideration  was,  that  the  external  or  In- 
dian debt  of  the  Company,  instead  of 
being  reduced  firom  8  to  9  millions  as  was 
etipnlated  in  the  act  of  I7tf  3,  was  increased 
to  SO  millions ;  the  bond*debt  from  2  to  7 
millions ;  altboogh  not  one  feurthing  (ex- 
cept in  one  solitary  instance)  had  been 
coatriboted  in  compensation,  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  guarantee.    As  for  the 
4wm4rf  12,000,000^.  which,  by  the  act  of 
17^,  was  to  have  accamulated  from  the 
profits  of  the  company  as  a  guarantee 
fond  for  their  capital  stock,  to  this  mo- 
ment not  a  single  farthing  had  been  con- 
triboted  to  it.    In  the  time  of  kibg  Wil- 
liam, the  East  India  Company  had  paid  a 
▼aluable  consideration  for  their  exclusive 
trade;    and  also  in  the  reign  of  queen 
Anne,  on  the  mere  renewal  of  their  charter, 
and  soon  diflferent  occasions  of  renewals 
•f  their  charter,  this  principle  of  valuable 
consideration  beins  given  for  their  ex- 
cluatve  trade  was'<merved  till  the  period 
of  na?.    From  1765,  however-^the  year 
of  the  great  military  achievements  of  lord 
CIM  ki  India,  the  East  India  Company 
imi  abegether  changed  their  character  of 
■Mvebants  for  sovereigns;  from  this  period 
to  the  present  the  Company  had  not  onl^ 
pM  no  consideration  to  the  state  for  their 
oxclosivet^e,  but  with  the  great  territo- 
tial  provinces  tbey  had  become  possessed 
«f>  they* ted  become  a  constant  burden 
and  gnevance  to  the  nation,  and  even  t6 
themselves.    For  a  solution  of  this  diffi- 
cntty,  he  begced  to  refer  the  House  to  the 
9th  Report  of  the  year  1790,  which  was 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  Bbrke  with  great  per- 
qpicuity  and  extensive  learning.    Thence 


BO  longer  merchants,  but  the  great  land* 
holders  of  India:  that  they  &ted  out  vast 
fieets,  not  for  the  conveyance  of  mei* 
chandise,  but  to  carry  out  stores  and  to 
bfing  back  tribute.  No  wonder,  thero- 
fore,  that  where  there  was  no  trade  thene 
could  be  no  proceeds  to  fulfil  the  articlei 
of  their  acreeroent.  If  the  House  would 
give  the  dfeserved  attention  to  that  (umi* 
nous  report^  and  to  the  examination  of 
Mr.  lAukmp,  thev  mtf[ht»  instead  of  the 
monstrous  far«je  of  a  private  committee,  bo 
able  to  take  a  proper  view  of  the  subject. 
There  were  additional  reasons  why  the 
discussion  should  bo  puUic :  one  was,  the 
present  actual  decline  of  trade  in  •this 
country.  As  a  proof  of  it,  gentlenmn 
would  see-  hem.  the  returns  of  the  pro- 
perty-tax, in  1811,  that  they  were  lem 
than  th^  returns  of  1810,  by  l,lOO,OOa{. 
which  did  not  arise  from  any  deficit  in  the 
rents  of  land,  nor  from  anv  depredatiea 
of  stock,  but  from  a  failure  in  trade 
and  mannHactures. .  Jf  this  decline  in 
the  tax  were  1,100,000/.  it  woold  he. 
eeen  that  the  total  loss  was  ten  times 
more  I  that  was  11  millions.— He  then 
stated  •  from  bis  own  knowledge  the 
great  revdotion  of  trade  and  commerce 
in  Liverpool,  in  whose  docks  there 
now  appeared  nothing  but  a  dismantled 
commercial  navy.  He  had  tl^n .  in  his 
hands  a  document  from  the  town  of  Liver* 
pool,  which  declared  the  numeroiu  di»> 
tresses  which'  had  occurred  in  the  last 
year.  -  From  this  it  appeared,  that  so  great 
had  been  the  accumulation  of  distress,  that 
in  the  first  week  of  last  month,  relief  had 
been  given  to  8>000  poor  persons;  in  the 
second,  to  11,000;  in  the  third  week,  to 
13>000.;  in  the  last,  to  15,000.  He  men- 
tioned these  important  and  melancholy 
Acts,  for  the  purpose  of  impressing  opon 
the  House  the  urgent  necessity  there  was 
for  their  giving  all  their  attention  to  any 
subject  t^  heldout  a  prospect  of  new 
commercial  advantages  to  the  state,  euoit 
as  a  free  trade  to  the  Eastern  .world.«»« 
To  shew  the  advantage  of  a  free  trade  to 
thoEast  Indies,  the  hon.  member  then  ro> 
lerred  to  the  first  years  of  the  Protectorates 
in  which  period  the  trade  was  open,  and 
fiourished ;  and  to  the  example  of  America, 
which  derived  the  most  beneficial  results 
from  a  free  trade.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
if  the  people  were  admitted  to  a^  froo 
trade,  an  event  which,  in  case  of  peace^ 
would  certainly  take  place  in>all  the  other 
kingdoms  of  Europe,  that  the  most  advan^ 


it  WQuld  appeait,  that  the  Company  wtore  Itageous  resultir would aoorae to theoonntry 
(VOL.  XXI.)  I     C^X) 
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and  to  indif  iduals.  At  tbe  same  time,  he 
was  anxioot  that  the  territorial  revenue  of 
the  company  should  be  allowed  to  them 
Ibr  another  term  of  years ;  for  though  it 
-was  an  anomaly  in  our  constitution  that 
'twenty»four  private  merchants  should  pos- 
sess an  immense  territory,  and  have  under 
their  control  a  mighty  army,  yet  4ie 
thought  it  better  in  their  hands,  than  that 
it  should  be  transferred  to  the  increase  of 
tbe  influence  of  the  crov?n.  He  believed 
that  his  proposed  separation  of  the  com- 
merce from  the  territorial  revenue  of  tbe 
company  would  be  as  beneficial  to  them, 
as  be  was  sure  it  would  be  serviceable  to 
the  country.  Every  part  of  the  original 
stock  was  entirely  gone ;  there  had  been 
subscribed  altogether  from  the  act  of  king 
William  to  the  present  time,  7,7  80,0002.  as 
the  capital  stock  of  the  company.  That  part 
of  this  stock  which  had  been  advanced 
and  lent  to  the  state,  had  become  converted 
into  annuities  pi^able  to  the  company 
from  the  state.  These  annuities  they  had 
acquired  the  power  of  selling  or  mort- 
gaffing :  they  had  exercised  such  powers, 
•od  had  sold  them  accprding.  The  remain- 
ing part  of  this  sum  of  7,780,000/.  had 
been  raised  or  subscribed  within  these 
last  thirty  years,  for  the  purpose  only  of 
meeting  some  great  pending  calamity 
to  their  lAirs,  and  had  accordingly  been 
spent  as  soon  as  raised.  Thus  then  it  was 
<Kf  the  most  vital  importance  to  the  Indian 
alockholder  as  well  as  to  the  -state,  to 
davise  some  means  of  realising  from  the 
Company's  means  a  sum  equal  to  their 
capital  stock ;  the  only  interest  which  re- 
mained to  the  stockholder  was  the  term 
of  the  territorial  revenue:  and  even  ntter 
ruin  might  ensue,  should  there  arise  in 
India  any  daring  military  adventurer. 
One  other  reason  why  the  agreement  of 
the  Company  and  the  government  should 
be  publicly  discussed,  viras,  Uiat  in  private 
*  committees  the  public  voice  was  entirely 
excluded,  and  its  interest  completely  sa- 
crificed. The  act  of  1793  was  a  perfect 
illustration  of  this  position ;  the  true  cha- 
racter of  that  agreement  was,  that  it  was  a 
compact  to  benefit  the  two  contracting 
parties  to  the  perfect  exclusion  of  t^e 
public  good.  The  government  undertook 
to  raise  the  dividends  of  the  company, 
and  tbe  Company  itf  return  engaged  to  pay 
for  four  members  of  parliament,  viz.  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Controul,  tbe  two 
Commissioners,  and  the  Secretary.  As 
for  tbe  annual  500/X)0l,  to  the  public, 
it  was  anme  craatare  of  the  imagination. 


This  was  his  own  view  of  the  subject,;  and 
he  hoped  and  expected  to  receive  from 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer  some  explanations  on  this  matter : 
a  matter  which  had  doubtless  employed 
much  of  that  gentleman's  attention,  as  the 
consideration  of  it  had  been  recommended 
in  the  Speech  from  the  throne. 

General  Ga$ooyne  stLid,  it  was  not  his  in* 
tention  to  have  troubled  the  House  on  tbe 
present  occasion,  had  it  not  been  for  tbe 
allusion  made  by  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down,  to  the  state  of  the  town 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  represent. 
He  was  confident  that  the  merchants  of 
Liverpool  expected  a  greit  alteration 
would  be  made  in  the  arrangement  of  tbt 
carrying  trade  to  and  from  uidia.  It  had 
been  susgeated  to  him  that  a  Committee 
should  be  appointed  on  that  subject ;  but 
that,  he  thought,  was  premature,  and  so 
be  had  told  those  that  mentioned  it  to 
him.  It  was,  however,  very  clear  that  all 
.the  outports  were  violently  agitated  on 
this  point;  and  there  could  be  little  doubt 
but  all  of  them  would  make  applications, 
either  to  government  or  to  parliament; 
and  he  hoped  they  would*  not  be  preclud- 
ed by  agreements  made  between  this  mi- 
nister or  that,  and  the  East  India  Com* 
pany.  The  matter  was  of  the  utmost  ira« 
portance  to  the  outports,  and  he  hoped 
they  would  have  justice  done  them. 

Mr.  Gram  said,  that  the  Committee  on 
India  Afiairs  had  really  brought  forward  a 
great  deal  of  information,  though  it  pos- 
sibly might  have  brought  forward  still 
more.  Besides  the  account  between  the 
East  India  Company  and  sovemment,  they 
had  produced  two  very  elaborate  Reports, 
and  be  would  take  upon  him  to  say,  that 
any  gentleman  who  would  look  into  those 
reports,  could  not  foil  to  get  much  infor- 
mation  with  respect  to  the  propriety  of  m 
renewal  of  the  company's  cnarter.  With 
respect  to  the  Ninth  Report,  which  had 
been  alluded  to  by  an  hon.  gentleman, 
however  pointed  it  might  have  been  to  the 
subject  in  1780,  it  was  by  no  means  ao 
now;  circumstances  had  varied  tiuMt 
materially  since  that  period ;  and  if  the 
House  should  now  proceed  on  it^  they 
would  be  very  much  misled  by  it.  The 
Company  were  no  party  to  the  proposi* 
tions  then  brought  forward,  but  tney  had 
more  than  paid  the  $0a,QOOL  to  be  paid 
annually,  m  the  various  disbursements 
they  had  made  on  behalf  of  government 
"  As  to  the  expectatiMa«f  the  OMrcbaats  of 
England^  he  believed  they  were  very  i 
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gQine,  butfoared  they  wvooM  be  disap* 
pointed,  for  in  the  time  of  the  Protectorate 
those  who  had  ^tted  oat  ships  were  rakied 
oy  so  doiog,  and  the  private  trade  now 
allowed  to  bo  carried  on  had  filled  the 
wareheosesof  the  Company  with  goods 
Unk  were  ansaleable.  The  only  reason 
why  the  Americans  had  prospered  was, 
that  they  had  been  acting  as  neatrals, 
whiltt  we  had  boon  in  a  stote  of  war.  They 
bad  had  a  market  in  France,  and  through 
her  with  the  whole  continent  of  Europe. 
As  to  the  Company  paying  Members  in 
that  House,  he  never  beard  of  sach  a  thing 
before.  (Mr.  Whitbread  said  across  the 
table,  they  pay  the  Board.)  Oh !  said 
Mr.  Grant,  is  that  what  is  meant?  With 
respect  to  private  trade,  he  was  certain 
the  coontry  could  be  no  gainers;  for 
whatever  might  be  gotten  by  the  cheap- 
Bess  of  many  articles,  would  be  more  than 
over-bahmced  by  the  niin  of  the  merchants 
who  embarked  in  it. 

General  Tarlettm  said,  the  hon.  gentle- 
m^  who  spoke  last,  had  predicted  that 
the  merchants  who  embarked  in  the  pri- 
vate trade  to  India  woold  be  ruined ;  he 
begged  only  to  lav  in  his  claim  tbat  they 
might  be  indulged,  and  he  would  trust 
to  their  enterprise  to  carry  them  through. 
IBs  hon.  friend  who  began  the  debate, 
bad  set  out  by  alluding  to  the  speech  of 
th«  Prince  Regent  at  the  opening  of  the 
session,  and  he  could  not  avoid  observing, 
tbat  the  House  had  now  sat  a  month,  and 
Biadeno  proffress  whatever  towards  taking 
that  partof  ue  speech  into  consideration. 
He  was  sorry  ho  was  compelled  to  agree 
with  his  boo.  friend  in  all  he  had  stated 
with  regard  to  Liverpool.  He  was  sorry 
to  say,  tnat  that  lately  opulent  town  had 
been  shorn  of  its  brightest  beams;  for 
now,  whoever  went  along  the  quays,  not 
Jong  since  crowded  with  every  species  of 
merchandise,  would  behold  the  melancholy 
and  mortifying  signal  of  a  broom  at  the 
mast*heiKl  of  almost  every  other  ship;  to 
notify,  alas !  that  it  was  to  bo  sold*  Last 
year,  not  foreseeing  the  sodden  and  severe 
roversf  which  had  taken  place,  the  mer- 
chants  of  that  once  flourishing  town  came 
forward  with  a  bin  for  providing  new 
docks;  but  nQwitwas  one  universal  scene 
of  poverty  and  distress.  The  people  of 
Liverpool  had  ever  shewn  themselves  to 
be.  an  active  and  enterprising  set  of  men, 
and  he  thought  they  were  at  least  entitled 


The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchepur  thought 
tho  '  House  would  find  no   difficulty    in 
throwing  open,  to  a  considerable  extent, 
the  trade  with  India,  without  infringing  on 
the  East  India  Company's  charter,  or  with« 
out  endangering  the  security  of  our  East 
Indian  possessions.    On  this  subject    he 
conceived  the  hon.  gentleman  who  had 
spoken  last  but  one,  had  given  a  very  sa« 
tisfactory  answer  to  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  had  commenced  the  debate.      Hd 
rose  at  present  merely  to  give  expression 
to  the  surprise  which  he  felt  at  the  states 
ment  made  by  tbat  hon.  gentleman  re- 
specting the  produce  of  the  property  tax 
at  the  5th  of  January  last,  compared  with 
the  produce  of  ^  the  property  tax  for  the 
year  ending  the  '5th  of  January  precede 
ing.    He  apprehended,  that  instead  of  the 
deficiency  of  1,100,000/.  of  he  one  year 
compared  with  the  other,  the  real  defi- 
ciency  wooki   be  ,only  289,000/.      But 
though  the  produce  of  the  year,  ending  in 
liill,  was  less    than  that   of  the   year 
ending  in  1810,  by  the  sum  of  289,000/.  it 
was  at  tbe  same  time  to  be  remarked,  that 
it  was  greater  by  700,000/.  than  tbat  of 
the  year  preceding  the  fok-mer  of  these 
periods.      Certainly,    a    deficiency     of 
289,000/.  would  not  warrant  the  hon.  sen* 
tleman  in  the  desponding  views  which  ho 
had  taken.    But  it  was  not  fair  to  draw 
such  a  conclusion  at  anV  rate,  on  a  com^ 
parison  of  two  years  only,  and  especially 
a  comparison  of  the  present  year  with  tho 
most  productive  year  wbich  the  country 
had  ever  known.     It  was  also  to  be  consi* 
dered  that  the  produce  was  only  diminish* 
ed  in  comparison  with  this  most  produc- 
tive and  greatest  of  all  years,  and  that  it 
was  greater  for  the  present  year  than  for, 
all  former  years,  with  the  exception  of  tho 
year  ending  the  5th  of  January,  181 1* 
The  increase  at  the  5th  of  January,  1811, 
was  also  in  a  good  measure  owing  to  thoso 
measures  which  had  been  adopted  in  con- 
sequence of  the  recommendations  of  the 
House  to  bring  in  tbe  arrears  and  to  levy 
the  tax  more  efiectuallv,  all  which  mea- 
sures began  to  operate  last  year,  and  had  . 
the  efiect  of  swelling  it  in  comparison  of 
,the  present;    for  the  same  increase  couU 
not  be  expected  from  these  measures  after 
they  had   been  some  time  in  operation. 
Comparing  tbe  whole  receipts  or  tbe  tax 
during  last  year  and  the  present  year  to- 
gether,   it   would  be    found   tbat ,  they 


vemment  as  had 
tho  Americans. 


beeii  granted  by  it  to 


to  tbesame  advantages  from  their  own  go*  ^amounted  to  10,700,000/.  for  the  present. 


and  ten  millions  for  the  past  year;  so  thai 
if  tbe  prcqptr ty  tax  of  thcat  two  yean  wero 
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obmpared  tdgether,  independent  of  the  tr« 
riftars  reco?ered  in  ieach  year,  it  would  be 
found  that  the  increase  was  rather  the  ex- 
cfess  of  arrear  recover^  in  the  one  year 
oirer  that  in  the  other.  Instead  of  a  defi- 
ciency then  of  1,100,000/.  it  was  only 
2%9fl00l  and  comparing  the  total  receipts, 
there  was  700,000/.  more  for  the  present 
Tear,  thiin  for  the  third  year  back.  He  be- 
lieved this  statement  was  not  far  from  cor- 
rect, although  he  might  be  mistaken  in  a 
small  degree.  As  to  what  had  been  stated 
respecting  Liferpool  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, if  he  meant  that  such  was  the  ge- 
neral state  of  trade  througiiout  the  coun- 
try, he  could  inform  him,  that  though  the 
trade  of  the  present  year  fvas  less  than  that 
of  the  preceding,  it  was  greater  than  that 
of  any  oiher  year,  and  that  the  preceding 
yearwas  greater  than  any  year  ever  known. 

Sir  iS.  Romilly  said,  the  single  question 
now  before  them  was,  whether  a  com- 
mittee should  be  appointed  or  not;  but 
the  grand  point  to  be  considered,  was, 
whether  the  information  brought  before 
that  committee  could  be  brought  before 
the  House  itself  in  due  time  to  be  of  any 
STail.  That  committee,  as  he  understood, 
had  liow  sat  four  sessions;  but  as  yet 
not  much  information  had  been  derived 
from  it.  The  appointment  of  it  had  now 
been  delayed  near  a  month;  and  what- 
ever might  be  the  opinion  of  the  right 
hou.  the  Chancellor  of  the  E^tchequer 
as  io  the  trade  of  the  countty,  clear  it 
was  to  bim,  that  it  had  greatly  decreas- 
ed. He  hoped,  therefore,  his  hon.  friend 
Would  persist  in  his  motion  for  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Hodse. 

Mr.  Brougham  thought  the  public  had 
sirl^tto  be  informed  of  the  real  situa- 
tion of  Indian  affairs.  It  was  well  known 
that  a  negotiation  was  at  p/resent  going 
on  between  the  government  and  the  East 
India  Company,  and  that  the  ihatter  was 
as  nesirly  settled  between  them  as  it  could 
be  without  a  statute.  All  this  iVas  carri- 
ed on  in  silence  ;  and  if  it  was  not  as  good 
^fi  cdncluded,  it  was  in  a  train  to  be  con- 
cluded, and  parliament  was  only  to  be 
brought  forward  as  a  matter  of  fori^  to 
put  the  ^eal  to  the  contract.  I^ow,  there 
were  so  many  facts  necessary  to  be  known 
before  it  was  possible  to  entertain  any 
correct  opinion  on  the  state  of  East 
Indian  affairs,  thstt  he  thought  the  pro- 
duction' of  documeiats  aldn'e  would  not 
be  satisfactory,  and  that  witnesses  ought 
also  to  be  examined.  In  the  present 
tfate  of  the  question,  it  was  impossible 


*  Siua  CotmmUcc  nppoikiM  ai  the 

for  any  enlightened  man  to  come  to  any 
conclusion^  either  satisfactory  to  bims^i 
or  safe  to  the  country.  One  man  one 
day  wotild  give  you  an  account  which 
should  be  negatived  by  the  next  man  yon 
happened  to  meet.  He  spoke  finom  what 
had  happened  to  himself;  and  would 
allode  to  one  subject^  on  which  he  had 
received  the  most  contradictory  ia€^ntia» 
tion*  Wo«ld  it  be  safe,  in  the  extension 
of  an  intercourse  with  India,  to  ^low  «f 
emigration  to  that  country  f  One  set  of 
men  said  that  nothing  would  be  so  dan- 
gerous as  this  measure,  and  that  coloni- 
zation  and  insurrection,  and  filially  se* 
paration,  were  synonymous.  Another  set 
told  you  that  these  ideas  were  chhnericaly 
scouted  the  idea  of  danger,  and  appealed 
to  the. case  of  the  American  setttenenla. 
Those  persons  who  were  averse  to  coloni- 
zation told  you,  that  this  would  be 
thwarting  the  religious  prejudices  of  the 
natives.  Another  set  said,  look  to  the 
Mahometans  in  India,  far  more  numerous 
than  the  Europeans  will  be,  who  w^re 
even  abhorred  by  the  natives.  The  Ma- 
hometans not  only  made  proselytes  of 
the  natives,  but  endeavoured  to  extirpate 
them,  and  yet  no  insurrection  took  place. 
All  these  things  were  set  in  array  against 
one  another,  so  that  it  was  impossible 
to  come  to  any  satisfactory  opiriion,  with- 
out the  examination  of  witnesses.  On 
one  point  he  would  caution  the  House, 
and  that  was,  against  forming  loo  gi^at 
an  expectation  of  the  advantages  of  an 
extended  Indian  trade,  as  h«  was  afnsid 
this  expectation  would  only  end  in  die. 
appointment.  He  wished  the  exporta* 
tions  to  South  America  to  be  borne  in 
mind.  Those  exportations  had  prevented 
the  measures  of  government,  during  the 
last  four  years,  from  being  so  clearly  felt 
here  as  they  vrere  throughout  the  coun- 
try. With  respect  to  the  property  tax, 
meaiiores  had  been  taken  by  government, 
not  only  to  collect  the  arreare,  but  to 
raise  the  amount  of  the  tax.  It  was*  Well 
known  that  there  was  no  part  6f  the 
country  where  tbe  exertions  of  the  in- 
spectors were  not  felt. 

Mr.  Luskmgton  shortly  delivered  hh 
opinion,  that  this,  like  every  other  iul> 
ject  which  turned  principally  upon  ae* 
counts,  would  be  better  examined  in  • 
select  committee  than  in  a  committee  of 
the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Whithrcad  felt  it  necessary  to  put 
several  questions  to  the  hon.  mettiber 
over  the  way,  who  had  moved  te  the 
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r*-«ppoHiliiMiit  of  Ihe  Comminee.  In 
the  fim  pltoe,  he  would  «sk»  wby,  afUr 
tbe  rccoomiettdation  cootained  in  ihe  Re* 
gent's  Speech,  that  this  subject  should  be 
taken  early  into  consideration^  if  the  com* 
mitiee  were  in  troth  necessary,  its  revival 
iMd  not  been  proposed  before  foor  weeks 
of  the  session  had  elapsed  I  Next,  he 
wished  to  be  informed,  whether  it  was  at 
all  probable  that  the  Report,  eopposiw 
the  conunittee  agam  to  be  nominatoOy 
coold  be  in  the  hands  of  members  be* 
fore  the  general  concerns  of  the  East 
India  company  were  investigated  on  the 
question  of  the  renewal  of  the  Char- 
ter? In  the  thhrd  place,  he  begged  to 
know  whether  the  hon*  member  believed 
that  it  was  possible  for  the  committee  to 
ombrace  all  the  necessary  objects  of  pre* 
vioDs  inquiry,  so  that  foil  and  complete 
explanation  upon  them  might  be  afforded 
to  the  House  f  It  appear^  to  him,  that 
nnless  the  Report  was  in  truth  already 
prepared,  and  only  waited  the  sanction 
of  a  committee,  it  coold  not  be  laid  upon 
the  table  in  sufficient  time  to  be  of  the 
slightest  use  in  the  deliberation  of  the 
gipeat  nhimete  question.  The  Chancel* 
lor  of  the  Exchequer,  as  was  usual  with 
liim  whenever  the  slightest  occasion  of- 
fered, bad  indulged  in  a  strain  of  exulta- 
tion upon  the  present  prosperous  state  of 
l!)e  country,  which  was  calculated  great*^ 
)y  to  deceive  the  public :  in  reality,  he 
could  not  avoid  doing  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman the  justice  to  think,  that  thropgh* 
out  the  whole  of  his  unfortunate  admi- 
nistration, he  had  himself  been  grossly 
nnposed  upon,  or  he  never  would  will- 
ingly have  reduced  the  nation  to  its  pre* 
sent  condition  of  distress  and  wretched- 
ness. An  hon.  gentleman,  (Mr.  Grant)^ 
had  asserted,  that  during  the  Protectorate 
the  mercantile  interest  had  been  reduced 
almost  to  ruin,  by  a  free  trade  to  the 
settlements  in  the  Indian  seas,  and  join- 
ed in  a  petition  to  have  a  monopoly  es- 
tablished. This  statement  was  perfectly 
Correct,  but  did  it  not  always  happen, 
that  when  a  new  channel  of  commercial 
profit  was  opened,  it  was  choaked  at  first 
by  grecdj^peculators,  who  sufiered  in 
the  attej^B|  but  that  future  adventurers, 
availin^VHnselves  of  former  example, 
derived  m^L  -important  benefits  from 
that  which  had  proved  the  ruin  of  their 
predecessors  ?  Was  not  this  opinion  veri* 
ned  by  the  experience  of  our  own  day, 
and  wet«  not  the  years,  or  rather  months, 
(for  it  had  not  lasted  a  year)  of  prospe- 


rity—^so  Inuch  the  boast  of  ministers,  to 
be  attributed  to  this  cause  ?  Was  ^ot  the 
unbounded  spirit  of  speculation  which 
had  raised  that  part  of  the  revenue  to  a 
height  it  had  never  before  attained »  creat» 
ed  by  administration  and  the  hoard  of 
trade,  who  had  hekl  out  a  fallacious  idea, 
that  sniecessfol  commerce  could  'be  carried 
OB  to  various  situations,  when  nothing 
but  almost  indiscriminate  rain  could  eB« 
sne?  And  by  their  means  had  not  the 
Qasette  been  crowded  with  bankrupts— 
thus  reducing  whole  families  to  irremedi- 
able and  unmerited  distress?  If  these 
pleasing  but  delusive  hopes  had  not  been 
held  out,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would 
neither  before  have  had  to  congratulate 
the  country  on  the  flourishing  stale  of 
our  finances,  nor  would  he  now  have 
bad  to  lament  the  rapid  decline  of  onr 
national  preeperity.  His  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Creevey)  and  the  two  members  for  Dver- 
pool,  had.  depicted  in  colours  that  coold 
not  be  too  strong,  the  melancholy  con- 
dition of  that  once  prosperous  towiu 
They  had  shevm  that  many  thousanda 
of  its  inhahitmifcs,  formerly  gaining  by 
their  industiy  na  easy  competence,  were 
now  reduced  to  beffgary,  and  were  com* 
polled  to  seek  relief  with  the  parish  poor. 
These  assertions  the  right  hon.  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  not  atlembt- 
ed  to  deny,  and  it  remaiaed  «  mtserahle 
sample  of  the  fruits  of  that ,  unistakea 
policy,  which  he  and  his  supporters  liad 
from  the  beginning  maintained.  The 
fiict  spoke  for  itself,  and  could  not  be 
controTcrted  by  the  statement  of  figeree 
to  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
resorted. — ^The  kst  question  he  had  te 
pot,  and  to  which  he  thought  the  Hoiae 
required  an  answer,  was>  whether  it  were 
the  intention  of  government  to  propose 
the  renewal  of  the  Charter  oF  toe  East 
India  company,  during  the  present  ies« 
sion?  If  satisfactory  replies  were  not 
ffiven  to  these  interrogatories,  he  should 
reel  himself  bound  to  vote  against  the 
motion  proposed. 

Lord  Polkcstom  was  of  opinion,  that,  if 
the  report  of  the  committee  now  proposed 
were  not  yery  different  from  their  former 
.statements  laid  before  parliament,  little 
or  no  useful  information  relating  to  tbe 
question  of  the  renewal  of  the  Charter 
would  be  obtained  from  it.  It  was  true, 
as  had  been  said,  that  t bete  reporu  bad  pro- 
duced some  beneficial  efieCl,  but  only  to  the 
East  India  Company,  since  ufson  them  two 
loans  tothitt  Company  of  l,^50(V)0Qif.*bad 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


CiS]        HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

b^n  foandcd  ;  but  they  comprised  .no 
opinions  regarding  the  ^reat  question  of 
policy^and  no  examinations  of  persons, 
who,  from  local  knowledge^  could  throw 
the  faintest  light  upon  the  subject.  One 
hon.  gentleman  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  had  stated,  that  the  Report  was  pre- 
pared, and  that  it  only  waited  the  ap* 
'  pointment  of  a  commit^,  before  it 
should  be  laid  upon  the  table.  If  such 
were  the  fact,  it  would  be  a  mere  Imrce  to 
accede  to  the  motion  proposed,  since  a 
committee  of  the  House  was  not  to  be  de- 
graded to  an  office  that  a  messenger  could 
perform,  that  of  bringing  the  Report  into 
the  House.  With  regard  to  the  receipt 
of  the  property  tax,  it  might  be  very  well 
to  compare  figures  with  figures,  the  ac- 
count of  one  quarter  with  the  account  of 
another ;  but,  as  statesmen,  it  was  most 
fit  that  other  matters  connected  with  them 
should  be  taken  into  Tiew  ;  such  as  the 
misery  occasioned  by  it,  the  calconities  ac- 
tually existing,  the  surcharges  after  sur- 
charges, without  cause,  and  the  appeals 
after  appeals,  without  redress ;  all  creat- 
ing distress^,  the  picture  of  which,  how- 
erer  melancholy,  could  not  be  exagger- 
ated. 

Mr.  Huichmson  hoped,  if  there  should 
be  an^  intention  of  opening  the  trade 
to  lodia^  that  a  more  liberal  arrangement 
wouldl  be  made  in  favour  of  Irelaira  upon 
this  head,  than  the  one  whieh  now  existed. 
Mr.  Wallace  said  in  answer  to  the  first 
MMStion  that  had  been  put  to  him,  that  he 
Baderery  reason  to  believe  that,  a  report 
.  would  be  soonread3rto;be  presented,  and 
was  already^in  considerable  forwardness. 
TThe  noble  lord  appeared  to  think  it  ex- 
traordinary that  such  a  report  could  have 
been  prepared  before  the  committee  was 
appointed.  This  was,  however,  the  prac- 
tice in  all  other  committees.  Some  per- 
sons who  possessed  the  best  information  on 
the  sah^^^  always  drew  up  a  report  first, 
which  they  submitted  to  the  judgment 
and  consideration  of  the  committee  to 
adopt  or  alter  at  their  discretion.  On  this 
sal^ect  the  necessary  information  had 
keen  nrevioosly  collected,  and  the  report 
would  soon  be  presented  to  the  committee 
lor  their  consideration.  He  certainly  was 
not  able,  in  answer  to  the  third  question 
ef  the  hon.  gentleman,  to  say  that  the 
report  would  embrace  every  thinff  which 
would  be  necessary  to  be  comndered  on 
the  question  of  the  renewal  of  the  charter. 
It  appeared  to  him  indeed  that  many  of 
tiMie  poinu  wonld  not  come  properly  from 


9uch  a  committee.  As  to  the  last  ques* 
tion,  whether  the  discussion  on  the  re* 
newal  of  the  Charter  would  come  on  in 
tb^  pesent  session,  he  could  not  apeak 
positively;  but  he  thought  it' probable* 
and  he  hoped '  that  it  would.  An  hon. 
gentleman  had  objected  to  what  he  called 
a  negociation  between  government  and 
the  0>mpany  on  the  subject;  but  foe, 
his  part,  ne  could  not  see  how  the  subject, 
could,  according  to  the  practice  of  the 
House,  be  brought  forward  without  such 
negociation.  If  ministers  previously  ex* 
ercised  their  judgment  and  discretion  in 
the  measure  they  brought  forward,  the 
House  would  have  afterwards  to  exercise 
their  judgment  and  discretion  when  the 
subject  was  submitted  to  them.  He  could 
could  not  see  that  thfire  was  any  thing  in 
this  course  of  proceeding  which  deserved 
to  be  called  a  farce,  or  to  be  treated  as 
mockery  and  delusion.  As  to  the  ar-^ 
rangementof  1792,  by  which  tfie  Com- 
pany  were  to  pay  500/)00/.  per  annum  to 
the  nation,  that  arrangement  went  entirely 
on  the  supposition  ot  the  continuance  of 
peace. 

The  Speaker  was  putting  the  question^ 
when 

Mr.  Cireeviy  rose,  and  said  that  he  had 
intended  to  move,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
motion,  "  that  it  should  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House.''  He  had 
concluded  his  speech,  however,  without 
making  a  motion,  and  he  wished  to  know 
whether  he  was  now  in  time. 

The  Speaker  informed  him,  that  it  would 
be  quite  irregular  now  to  move  this  amend- 
ment, after  he  had  already  spoken,  and 
the  discussion  which  had  taken  place\ 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and  % 
Select  Committee  of  21  was  appointed. 

HOUSE   OF   LORDB. 

Friday,  February  7. 
Insolvent  Debtors.]  Lord  Redesdale^ 
after  presenting  two  petitions  from  impri- 
soned debtors,  observed,  that  notwith- 
standing parliament  had  so  recently  passed 
an  insolvent  act,  he  understood  that  the 
prisons  were  again  almost  as 
fore.  With  the  view, 
ing  information  upon 
moved  for  Accounts  of  ti 
sons  confined  for  debt 
181],  the  day  on 
^ect :  the  number  discharged  under  that 
act,  and  the  number  in  confinement  on 
the  5th  of  Febrnary  1812. 


p«f- 
^,    _  May 
last  act  took 
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Pifumcef  of  the  Country. 

The  Earl  of  Mcira  ezpreftied  bis  ratisfmc- 
iion  thai  this  tabject  had  beeo  again  uken 
.  op  by  the  noble  and  learned  lord»  tiewing 
•the  motions  now  made  as  an  anticipation 
•of  tbe  noble  lord's  intention  to  renew  the 
bill  wbich  he  broogbt  forward  last  session. 
The  pledge  be  had  giten  opon  tbe  sab* 
ject»  was  a  hearv  burden  upon  his  shoul- 
ders; and  he  should  most  sincerely  re- 
joice to  fee  it  again  taken  op  by  the  noble 
and  learned  lord,  who>  from  nit  profes- 
sional knowled^,  was  so  mocb  better 
qualified  to  do  it  justice.  Something  he 
was  convinced  most  be  done,  and  that 
▼ery  speedily,  to  ameliorate  the  condition 
of  a  numerous  class  of  persons  who  were 
dailv  sufiering  oppression  through  the 
neglect  and  inattention  of  tbe  legislature. 
— *>Tbe  Accounts  w6re  ordered. 

^^J>SDBR8  IN  Council.]  The  Marquis  of 
MMfdowne  rose  to  give  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion, in  the  coarse  of  a  short  time,  to  bring 
forward  a  motion  relative  |o  the  Orders  in 
Council.  Without  entering  into  any  de* 
tail,  he  thought  it  necessary  to  state  that 
there  were  two  views  in  which  the  subject 
might  be  considered.  The  one  was,  the 
effect  produced  by  the  Orders  in  Council 
upon  our  negociations  with  the  United 
States  of  America :  and  the  other,  the 
effect  produced  by  them  upon  tbe  com- 
merce and  prosperity  of  the  country. 
Without  giving  up  for  himself,  or  any 
other  noble  lord,  the  right  of  interferiuK 
with  respect  to  our  negociations  with 
America,  if  it  should  be  thought  necessary 
he  would  merely  mention  that  his  motion 
would  be  confined  to  the  latter  view  of  the 
snlnect,  namely,  the  effect  of  the  Orders 
in  Council  upon  the  commerce,  the  ma- 
nufactures, and  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try. He  wished  to  name  rather  a  distant 
day,  and  would  therefore  move  that  the 
House  be  summoned  for  Monday  fort- 
night. 

JSarl  Bathmm  wished  to  know  which  of 
the  Orders  in  Council  the  motion  of  the 
noble  marquis  would  refer  to  ? 

The  Marquis  of  Lan$dawne  said  be  would 
state  that  at  a  future  opportunity;  and 
also  apprize  tbe  noj^le  earl^  jf  he  wished  it,, 
of  the  terms  of  his  motion. 

Lord  GrawiLlc  expressed  his  concur* 
rence  wfth  the  sentiments  entertained  by 
the  noble  marquis.  As  to  the  very  inju- 
.  rtous  tendency  of  the  measure  alluded  to, 
independent  of  the  efiect  they  might  have 
on  anv  pending  nagociation  with  the 
'  United  Statesti  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion 
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they  should  be  revoked  on  the  ground 
of  intermil  policy;  and  an  this  view,  he 
would  ask  wbeliier  or  not  petitions  had 
been  presented  to  the  Prince  Bezant 
praying  their  revocation  ?  On  this  snfafect 
he  thought  some  particular  information  , 
should  be  laid  be&re  the  House.  The 
people  of  this  country  were,  in  former 
times,  disposed  to  look  to  parliament  on 
such  occMions ;  but  latterly  they  were 
more  accustomed  to  make  application  to 
the  executive  government  alone.  In  the 
present  instance,  he  would  admit  they 
might  with  less  impropriety  depart  from 
that  principle,  because  tbe  rriace  Regent 
in  council  was  invested  by  parliament 
with  the  power  of  revoking  them. 

The  £^l  of  Liverpool  agseed  with  the 
noble  baron,  that  it  was  certa'ml^  true, 
the  subject  had  the  option  of  petitioning 
on  such  an  occasion,  either  the  executive 
or  the  legislature.  It  was  one,  however^ 
on  which  he  did  not  mean  to  lay  down 
either  course  as  a  general  rule;  perhaps  in 
the  case  before  tl^m,  the  petitioners  had 
taken  the  most  correct  course.  He  should 
entertain  a  considerable  objection  to  a 
motion  such  as  the  noble  baron  seemed  to 
have  in  contemplation ;  but  every  inibr* 
mation  on  the  subject  which  he  thought 
could  be  consistently  communicated,  he 
had  no  objection  to  afford. 

Lord  GrenvUlc  said,  that  in  consequence 
of  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  earf,  he 
was  not  desirous  of  pressing  such  a  motion;  • 
but  a  great  deal  upon  tne  subject  was 
already  unfortunately  known  to  the  pub- 
lic. 

FiN^cBs  OF  THB  CouNTRY.]  Lord  Chm' 
vUle  adverted  to  the  observation  he  had 
made  on  a  former  evening  relative  to  a 
statement  which  had  gone  forth  to  the 
public,  of  the  comparative  state  of  tha 
produce  of  the  consolidated  fund  in  tbe 
years  ending  the  5th  of  January  1811  and 
1812,  namely,  that  the  deficiency  in  the 
latter  year,  as  compared  with  tbe  former^ 
amounted  to  only  3,000,0001.  He  had 
in  consequence  moved  for  tbe  accounts 
whic&  were  now  on  tbe  table,  for  the  pur« 
pose  of  clearly  shewing  what  the  actual 
state  of  the  revenue  was,  and  it  was 
merely  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  arithmetical  resulr  of  these  docu- 
menu,  that  he  now  rose.  It  surely  re- 
quired very  little  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject not  to  he  aware  that  it  was  a  most  &l>- 
lacions  mode  of  cpnsidering  it,  or  of 
stating  it|  to  draw  a  balance  from  the  mere 
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comolidated  fimd  aeoDont.  without  refe* 
feoce  to  the  itemf  of  which  the  income 
WM  made  vp,  or  the  manner  in  which 
thejr  were  applied  to  defray  the  charj^. 
The  real  question  as  to  the  comparxtife 
deficiency  was  the  amonnt  of  uxes  appli- 
cable to  the  serrice  of  the  coontry ;  and 
it  woald  be  foond  upon  examining  the 
necenntSy  that  the  real  deficiency  in  the 
amoont  of  taxes  applicable  to  the  senrioe 
of  the  country  In  the  year  ending  the  5th 
of  Jan.  1812,  compared  with  the  year 
ending  the  5th  Jan.  1811,  was  not 
%000,000/.  but  S,500,000/.^Such  were 
the  diminishing  resources  of  the  country 
to  carry  on  the  wild  and  extraTagantpro- 
jects  in  which  we  were  embarked.  There 
were,  besides,  scTeral  observations,  which 
aroee  out  of  the  manner  of  making  np 
the  account  of  the  consolidated  fund : 
9,752,000t  for  instance,  was  taken  credit 
<br  on  account  of  interest  for  Ireland. 
Had  Ireland  been  in  a  situation  not  only 
to  pay  her  ownexpences,  but  also  to  leave 
a  surplus  of  revein;ie,  it  might  have  been 
'  fiur,  as  a  mere  consolidated  fund  account, 
to  place  the  item  in  that  way ;  but  When 
'  It  was  known  that  Ireland  had  unfortu- 
nately been  unable  to  pay  her  own  ex- 
pences,  and  that  this  part  of  the  empire 
nad  been  called  upon  to  defray  a  propor- 
tion of  them,  it  surely  was  roost  erroneous 
so  to  place  this  item,  when  it  ought  un- 
doubtedly to  hare  been  placed  on  the 
contrary  side.  It  was  in  truth  of  most 
essential  importance,  that  the  real  state 
of  the  finances  of  the  country  should  be 
taken  into  most  serious  consideration. 
Not  only  the  great  increase  bf  our  Funded 
pefot,  but  still  more  of  the  Unfunded  Debt, 
combihedl  with  the  diminishing  resources 
of  the  county,  formed  the  strongest 
grounds  for  apprehenston.  K  the  state  of 
our  finances  was  examined  with  that  at- 
tention and  consideration  which  the  sub- 
ject most  seriously  demanded,  he  feared  it 
would  be  found  that  we  were  little  able 
even  to  fulfil  those  obligations  which  the 
tirue  interests  of  the  country  imposed, 
much  less  to  carry  on  those  desperate  and 
extravaffant  projects  in  which  we  were  so 
uihappily  embarked. 

The  Earl  of  Harrawty  contended  that 
Ills  noble  friend  had  taken  an  erroneous 
Tiew  of  the  subject.  The  produce  of  the 
year  ending  the  '5th  of  January,  1818, 
was  a  mere  trifle  short  of  that  of  the  year 
ending^  the  5tb  of  January,  18  to,  but  be- 
cause it  was  not  so  great  as  that  of  the 
year  ending  the  ^th  cl  Janmuryi  1811,  the 
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produce  of  which  was  the  most  enormous 
of  any  year  known  before,  his  noble 
friend  Ihad  contended  that  the  resources 
of  the  cowitry  were  diminishing,  and  that 
there  was  ground  for  alarm.  Ho#  om 
the  contrary,  was.  decidedly  of  ofrinioB, 
not  onlv  thai  there  was  no  groiM  for 
alarm,  but  that  the  fioancea  of  the  ceen- 
try  were  in  a  floarisbing  and  pfospofoua 
stale*  That  the  deficiency  in  the  year 
ending  the  5th  of  January,  1812,  as  cam-' 
pared  with  that  ending  the  5th  of  Januaiy. 
1811,  amounted  to  so  much,  was  easily 
accounted  for.  In  preceding  years  tlw 
interest  of  the  loans  had  been  provided 
for,  by  appropriating  taxes  already  in  thek 
full  collection ;  but  laat  year  new  taxes 
had  been  imposed  to  defray  the  interest  of 
the  loan,  wliich  could  not  be  brought 
into  a  state  of  full  collection  by  the  5th  o^ 
January,  in  the  present  year,  and  wh^T 
would  thos  account  for  several  hmfdred 
thousand  pounds  of  the  comparative  defi- 
ciency. There  was,  however,  no  Mling 
off  in  the  revenue,  with  the  exception  of 
the  customs,  a  deficiency  in  which  was  of 
course  to  be  expected;  but  the  increased 
produce  of  the  taxes  on  g^aneral  donsomp- 
tion,  proved  the  general  affluence.  As  to 
the  interest  from  Ireland,  it  was  taken 
credit  for  to  meet  the  charge  on  the  other 
side.  With  respect  to  the  4ebt,  he  con- 
tended that  no  war  could  be  adduced,  in 
which  so  little  unredeemed  debt  had  been 
incurred.  From  1 803  to  1 81 2,  the  amount 
of  the  unredeemed  debt  incurred  did  net 
exceed  seventy  millions^  whilst  the  sink- 
ing fund  had  increased  six  millions,  being 
now  more  than  double  iu  amount  la 
1808.  From  all  these  circumstancoSy-be 
contended  not  6n1y  that  there  was  ^aa 
ground  whatever  for  alarm,  hut  that  the 
finances  of  the  country  were  in  a  prospe- 
rous and  flourishing  state. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdde  dtmti  the  inie- 
rence  drawn  by  the  noble  earl;  end 
maintained,  that  if  the  ^finances  of  the 
country  were  thoroughly  examined,  4t 
would  be  found— he  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  we  should  be  unable  to  resist  a  fi>- 
reign  foe,  but — that  it  would  be  impractU 
cable  to  carry  on  those  wild  projects  in 
we  were  engaged.  Would  the  noble  earl 
afiirm,  that  if  the  Bank  were  to  withdraw 
5,000,000/.  from  circulation,  that  we  could 
go  on  ?  Would  not,  in  tint  case^  the  &• 
chequer  bills  fill  td  5  or  6  per  cent,  dis- 
count and  be  returned  upon  the  govern^ 
ment,  who'  would  thus  reoefve  only  their 
own.piqper  in  paymeal  of  tafeefj  ioMnd^ 
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momy  ?  At  to  what  bad  l>een  suud  by 
tb0,iioblt  eaci,  tbat  only  70  milUonaof  uoo 
redMioad  debt  had  baeiv  incuffred^  U 
vould  be  fauod,  probably,  that  tbat  waa 
pwing  to  th^  paovident  carts  of  others,  in 
aome  of  the  yeara  of  the  war  ^  and  that  if 
tile  lattf  r  yean^  of  thai,  war  were  looked 
mi9i,  the  expenditure  would  not  redound 
oaoch  to  the  credjt  of  the  noble  lords  op^ 
poaite.  He  was  satisfied  that  th^  whole 
system  of  the  finances  of  the  country  most 
▼erjf  aooa  undergo  %  minute. revision,  and 
Become  the  subject  of  most  serious  consi- 
docation. 

Kina'a  HouasHoiP  Bill.]  The  Earl  of 
JJ9Upool  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
lor  the  third  reading  of  the  Kins  s 
Honsehold  Bill,  and>  oosenred,  that  he 
would  now  take  the  opportunity  of  ex- 
fdaininf  the  subject  with  reference  to  the 
three  Bills  on  the  table,  all  forming  part 
of  the  same  arranfl^ment,  namely,  the 
Sing's  Household  Bill,  the  Household 
Officeta'  Bill/ and  the  Kegeocy  Expencea 
BilL  His  lordship^then  adverted  to  what 
bad  pasand- in  the.  last  session  of  parliameat 
when  the  Bc^ency  was  under  coosidera* 
tioQb  9xA  observed,  that  whatever  opinions 
SBJght  be  entwtaiDed.of  the  improbability 
of  the  King's  rc^very^  they  must  never* 
tbeleas  le|^sMta  upon  the  possibility  of 
luarecoToringy  so  as  to  resume  thoexercise 
of  the  royal  authority*  His  lordship  then 
•xphaoed  the  object  oPthe  Bills,  to  appro- 
l^riate  100«000/L  for  a  Household  for  the 
King,,  and  to  the  support  of  his  digpity  acKl 
pfscsooal  comfort;,  together  with  aO^OOOt 
tba:  amount  of  the  Ring's  Privy  Purs^,and 
10,000(.  to  the  Queen,  to  meet  incidental 
cixpences,  making  together  I70,000(.  To 
meet  this  charge,  the  Prince  of  Wales  had 
coosented  to  givoup  to  the  civil  list  frofa 
his  Exchequer  income  bOfiOOl,  and 
70,QP0t  was  proposed  to  be  voted  by  par* 
liament,  malring  I20,tX)0^  leajringa  de* 
fioiency  in  the  civil  list,  as  transferred  to 
the  PHoce  Begent,  of  $0^000/.  with*  how* 
eier,  aconsidemblediflferengeof  expenoe, 
ae  hia  Majesty's  expenditure  had  of  course 
bean  considerably  increased  by  th^  large* 
IMiss  of  hia  family*  The  noble  earl  con* 
eluded,  hfjf  eopjreasing  his  regret  that  the 
qaeation  respecting  the  increase  of  the 
cspenditare  of  the  civil  list  had  not  on 
imief  oceaaiena  befo, fairly  met,  instead 
pi  vaaortiag  to  the  mode  of  giaking  good 
tbA  deficiency  out  of  other  funds,  con* 
Yinced  aa  he  was^  that  if  the  question  had 
been  brous^  forward/,  k  moskhave  been 
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evident  that  the  increase  of  the  expenditure 
was  unavoidableu  and  that  it  was  no  more 
than  must  have  been  felt  by  every  person 
from  his  own  private  expenditure,  and 
could  not  be  avoided. 

Lord  Grerwilk  observed,  tKat  the  Bill 
was  such  that  he.  could  not  entirely  ap« 
prove  of,  although  he  was  perfectly  aware 
of  the  diflSculty  attending  a  task  in  making 
a  provision  for  a  case  so  new  and  distinct 
from  any  former  situation  of  things.  He 
agreed  with  the  noble  Secretary  of  State, 
that  it  was  an  essential  object  for  their 
lordships  to  have  in  view,  that  the  ar- 
rangement to  be  formed  was  not  in  its  na- 
ture necessarilv  peimaneni,  and  that  as 
their  hopes  had  been  hitherto  unhappily 
diaappointed,  so  their  fears  mi^t  bie 
agreeably  undeceived.  His  firat  objection 
to  the  plan  now  submitted  was,  that  it 
was  intricate,  involved,  and  obscure, 
whereas  in  his  opinion,  on  such  an  occa- 
sion, it  oo^ht  not  merely  to  be  clear 
and  intelligible,  but-  so  clear  and  in* 
telligible,  that  every  man  in  the  king- 
dom  could  understand  it.  He  was  not 
prepared  to  argue  the  question  of  the  Bill 
on  the  principle  of  the  sufficiency  or  ex- 
cess of  the  particular  sums  appropriated 
to  different  purposes.  All  their  lordships 
undoubtedly  felt  the  necessity  of  sup- 
porting now  as  well  as  at  any  former  time» 
the  dignity  and  state  belonging  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  functions  of  royalty,  and  to 
the  person  in  whatever  situation,  or  labour- 
ing under  whatever  calamity,  who  con* 
tinued  to  wear  the  crown.  They  all  felt 
that  it  was  not  merely  for  a  sick  person, 
but  a  sick  king,  for  whom  provision  was 
to  be  made.  He  had  often  lamented  that 
in  all  the  arrangements  of  the  civil  list, 
two  objects  should  have  been  combined 
so  obviously  dissimilar  as  the  provision 
for  the  civil  government  of  the  country, 
and  the  expenditure  for  the  royal  houses 
hold.  This  was  not  the  proper  oppor* 
tunity  for  entering  into  such  a  considera- 
tion, but  he  did  think  it,  in  due  time,  a 
subject  highly  worthy  of  their  lordships' 
attention.  An  extreme  case  mi^ht^  in- 
deed, occur,  which  would  render  it  expe* 
dient  to  make  some  alteration  with  re* 
ference  to  this  arrangement,  but  excef>t  in 
such  an  extreme  case,  it  was  unquestion- 
ably the  duty  of  the  legislature  to  respect 
the  contract  which  had  been  entered  into 
between  the  country  and  his  Majesty, 
when  he  was  competent  to  give  or  to 
withhold  bis  assent.  Upon  the  subject  of 
the  excessea  incidental  to  the  civil  list, 
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the  noble  lord  stated,  that  when  in  office/ 
he  had  conceived  it  to  be  the  most  regu«> 
lAr  and  expedient  coarse  to  meet  these 
excesses  with  any  available  fund  in  the 
uncontrouled  possession  of  the  crown,  ra- 
ther than  to  apply  for  parliamentary  aid. 
A  conversation  then  took  place  between 
lords  Grenville  and  Liverpool  as  to  the 
legal  accountability  of  the  King's  Lords 
Steward  and  Chamberlain  to  the  Lord 
Treasurer,  af^r  which  the  Bill  was  read  a 
third  time. 


Qfieeiin  RtvermtiBUL 
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Friday,  Pdnuayl, 

Offices  in  Revebsion  Bill.]  Mr. 
BonAa  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  to  prohibit  the  granting  of  Offices  in 
Reversion,  or  for  joint  lives,  with  benefit 
of  survivorship. 

Mr.  W.  Dmdas  SBii,  he  understood  that 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  brought  this  sub- 
ject forward,  had  on  a  former  evening 
stated  himself  not  to  be  aware  that  any 
opposition  might  be  expected.  Now,  if 
there  had  been  any  understanding  to  that 
effect,  he  begged  leave  to  say  that  he  was 
no  party  to  it.  He  should  expect  more 
substantial  reasons  than  any  he  had  vet 
heard  from  the  hon.  gentleman,  before 
he  could  give  his  vote  for  making  that 
permanent  which  had  hitherto  only  been 
adopted  as  a  temporary  measure.  He  un» 
derstood  the  measure  which  had  'been 
adopted,  to  have  originated  in  a  wish  of 
the  Finance  Committee,  that  those  sine- 
cure places  might  not  be  granted  in  re- 
Tersion,  which  subsequently  they  might 
think  it  expedient  to  abolish;  and  there* 
fore  a  suspension  of  the  power  of  the 
crown  in  this  respect  had  been  requested ; 
now,  he  would  ask,  could  it  be  too  much 
to  desire  that  this  branch  of  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  crown  might  not  be  destroyed 
at  least  till  the  embryo  plans  of  the  hon. 
gentlemen^  who  thought  proper  to  recom- 
mend such  a  measure,  were  known  ?  It 
might  so  happen,  that  when  their  plans 
were  broufl;ht  forward,  the  House  might 
be  of  opimon  they  were  such  as  ought  not 
to  be  adopted,  and  then  they  would  stand 
in  the  predicament  of  having  lopped  off*  a 
part  of  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  with, 
out  supplying  in  any  other  way  the  means 
of  re  warding  long  and  meritorious  services, 
rhe  prerogative  of  the  crown  he  con- 
ceived to  be  a  part  of  the  rightii  of  the  so- 
vereign,  and  he  thought  the  House  ought 
not  to  touch, this  branch  of  it  until  the 


plan  of  what  was  to  be  sobstitnted  for  it 
was  known.  It  was  useless,  moreover,  to 
pass  it  there,  as  he  had  no  doubt  it  would 
be  thrown  •ui  in  another  place.  Wbea 
the  Bill  left  that  House  they  might  bid 
farewell  to  it. 

Mr.  Bankes  moved.  That  the  entry  in 
the  Journal  of  the  Honsfe,  of  the  S^th  of 
March  1807,  of  the  Reaolution  of  the 
House  respecting  Offices  in  Reversioo» 
might  be  read  ;  and  the  same  was  read^ 
as  follows :  "  Resolved,  That  no  office, 
place,  employment  or  salary,  in  any  part 
of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  ought  here- 
after to  be  granted  in  Reversion*.^'  The 
hon.  gentleman  said  that  the  introduction 
of  this  Bill  was  not  in  the  least  connected 
with  any  pending  inquiry.  He  then  pro*, 
ceeded  to  state  the  origin  and  progress  of 
the  Bill,  which  was  brought  in  first  during 
theUst  parliament/and  afterwards  in  1807^ 
but  which  was^  thrown  out  in  the  House  of 
Lords.  It  was  a  favourite  of  the  House, 
but  they  were  obliged  to  submit  to  cir- 
cumstances, and  not  being  able  to  carry  it 
through  as  #  perpetual  measure,  they 
were  under  the  necessity  of  making  it  a 
temporary  one.  In  this,  howcTor,  they 
had  by  no  means  abandoned  the  intention 
of  making  it  permanent.  Why  was  it  to 
be  assumed,  becauae  their  viewtf  were' 
once  or  twice  opposed  by  another  branch' 
of  the  legislature,  that  that  opposition  m%M 
itill  to  continue  ?  Why  was  it  to  be  sup*' 
posed,  that  that  branch  was  incapable  of 
changing  their  opinion  any  more  than  the 
House  of  Commons  ?  Probably  they  might 
at  last  come  to  think  that  their  opposition 
to  the  Bill  was  founded  in  prejudice.  Bat 
supposing  the  other  House  to  be  still  bos- 
tile  to  the  measure,  where  was  the  incoiH 
venience,  he  would  ask,  of  passing  it  in  its 
present  form  at  this  time?  It  was  yet 
early  in  the  session,  and  they  bad  time 
to  resort  to  the  temporary  measure,  if  the 
perpetual  one  should  fail.  There  was  no 
doubt,  that  as  the  evik  proposed  to  be  re- 
medied by  this  Bill  was  of  a  perpetual  Da* 
tnre,  and  not  like  any  thing  conoectod 
with  the  floctnation  of  manners  or  habits, 
the  law  ought  to  be  perpetual  also.  Tlio 
granting  of  offices  in  Reversion  had  tho 
effect  of  frequently  vesthig  those  offices 
in  the .  hands  of  Incompetent  persons^ 
in  the  hands  of  children,  and  in  por^ 
sons,  who  though  competent  to  dtschslrgo 
the  duties  at  the  period  of  the  motp 
might  be  incompetent  when  they .  wbovUI 
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•iicc«ed  to  them.    The  c<mteq««iic«  wai» 
•thai  ihese  offices  would  at  last  come  to  be 
-GOttsiderod  as  mere  sinecnrea.    With  re* 
affect  to  tha  present  neasure,  as.  being  one 
.of  ccoBomy,  he  bad  nerer  held  it  out,  as 
OQO  tiiat  would  matmally  effect  so  desira- 
.bio  aa  objaist.    It  howe? er  bad  been  dwelt 
on.  by  the^  committae,  as  a  measure  that 
would  have  socb  a  tendencj.    On  the  sob* 
ject  of  the  prerogatiye  of  the  crown,  a 
.|»oini  that  bad  hSen  noticed  by  the  hon. 
iBNiber,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  Bill 
-^wouM  leave  it  in  precisel v  the  same  sute 
in  which  it  was  found.    If  the  Bi)  I  affected 
'the  prerogative  at  all,  it  tended  rather  to 
4ocrease  than  to  diminish  it ;    if  one  right 
^  the  crown  were  tsiken  away  by  the 
joieaaure,  another  of  more  consequence 
^woold  be  substituted  in  iu  stead.     The 
offices  would  still  remain,  and  the  inflo- 
#«ce  (puoed  by  the  crown,  in  consequence 
^  their  not  being  granted  in  reversion, 
.iwoold  increase  in  strength  and  activity. 
;TheBill  was  also  necessary  for  the  re- 
onnedy  of  a  srowing  evil.    Many  of  the 
j»laces  recently  granted  in  reversion  were 
jaot  so  disposed  of  formerly  ;  and  if  the 
piractice  were  permitted,  what  was  there 
to  prerent  the  crown  from  disposing  of 
places   in  reversion  hereafter   that  had 
Dover  before  been  so  granted  ?  This  prac- 
tice, be  regretted  to  state,  was  creeping 
into  extensive  adoption ;  indeed,  the  prin- 
ciple of  such  practice  had  extended  itself 
-to  the  granting  of  pensions.     Pensions 
were  now  granted  in  reversion.    Was  not 
this  a  mode  of  proceeding  that  ought  to  be 
put  an  end  to  ?  And  it  could  only  be  pot 
an  end  to  by  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
showing  their  reprobation  of  the  principle. 
They  must  evince  their  reprobation  of  th^ 
principle,  by  attacking  the  evil.    With 
respect  to  sinecure  places,  he  had  said 
jihat  he  should  recommend  the  empower- 
ing the  crown  to  grant  pensions  to  meri- 
t<Hrioa9  individuals,  instead  of  their  beiog 
rewarded  with  such  offices.     Though  ha 
4lid  not  preks  his  Bill,  on  the  ground  of  its 
being   an  economical  measure,  still    he 
aboQgbt  it  would  be  right  in  that  House, 
in  times  like  the  present,  to  show  that  the 
Inisciple  of  economy  was  not  only  ap- 
proved, bot  acted  on  in  every  possible  in* 
-tsance*    He  trusted  the  Bill  would  be  aU 
iowed  to  be  read  a  second  time,  and  that 
H  would  |iot  be  obstructed  in  its  future 
fvagresa  on  soch  slender  grounds  as  those 
to  wbiob  he  bad  replied. 

Tha  CktmceUor  qf  the  Eid^t^  wished 
theHoDsa  10  ramarJc^  thai  the  boa.  mover 
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of  tbia  BUI  had  at  langth  admitted,  that  it 
would  not  have  any  effect  in  reducing  tba 
public  expendituie;   and  that  whatever 
might  be  iu  policy,  it  was  not  on  the 
ground  of  being,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
calculated  to  save  the  public  money,  or  to 
relieve  the  people  from  their  burdens, 
that  he  recommended  it  to  the   House. 
Both  parties  now  understood  one  another. 
The  object  that  the  Bill  had  in  view  was 
comparatively  of  little  magnitude;  when* 
ever,  on  former  occasions,  it  had  been 
pressed  forward  by  members  with  a  strong 
feeling  of  its  importance,  he  had  never  fell 
any  disposition  to  oppose  its  progress;  but 
although   he  had  not  deemed   it  worth 
while  on  former  occasions  to  resist  it,  cir* 
cumstanc^,  it  would  be  admitted,  might 
since  have  occurred,  which  mieht  renaer 
it  necessary  for  him  to  express  his  dissent 
from  the  measure.    If,  in  the  first  place* 
the  Resolution  of  the  House  had  been  to 
abolish  nearly  all  offices  that  could  be 
granted  in  reversion,  the  maintenance  of 
the  few  that  it  might  be  thought  right  to 
continue,  would  scarcely  be  deemed  a  mat* 
ter  of  sufficient  consequence  to  inddce  any 
opposition  to  the  general  plan ;  but  if,  ia 
the  second  place,  the  House  and  the  coun* 
try  should  be  of  opinion,  that  the  great 
mass  should  remain  for  the  reward  of  me* 
ritorious  services,  and  only  a  few  be  abo- 
lished, then  it  would  not  be  consifiered 
advisable   to   support  a  measare  so  ex- 
tremely limited  in  its  operation.    He  cer- 
tainly, on  the  general  principle,  felt  no 
greater  disposition  now  to  oppose  the  BiU 
than  he  had  done  upon  former  occasions, 
but  finding  by  the  experience  of  the  last 
and  preceding  years,  that  it  was  likely  to 
meet  with  serious  resistance   elsewhere, 
and  deeming  the  provisions  themselves  of 
little  moment,  he  did  not  think  that  there 
was  any  necessity  for  raising  a  topic  of 
disagreement  which   might  be  attended 
with  greater  evils  than  those  which  the 
Bill  proposed  to  remedy.     If,  indeed,  it 
could  be  shewn  that  great  constitutional 
injury  would  result  from  the  rejection,  it 
doubtless  would  be  expedient  to  carry  it 
through  the  House.     His  hon.  friend  had 
observed,  that  any  proceedings  which  had 
occurred,  or  any  pertinacity  which  had 
been  shewn  formerly  to  this  measure  id 
another  place,  ought  not  to  be*adverted  to 
by  that  House  in  contemplating  the  sub- 
ject, but  surely  he  would  admit  that  it 
would  be  riflht  in  the  first  instance  to  exa- 
mine on  which  side  that  pertinacity  ha4 
bacn  sbo  wiv  wbetbar  by  Ihe  jopporten  at 
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by  the  opponents  of  the  BH)»  and  (ben 
another  question  would  arne,  from  ^ow 
pertinacity  most  injury  wias  Kkely  to  ariae. 
He  conceived  ^hat  this  measnre,  IVom  er- 
roneous opinions  withrn,  and  popdlar  cla- 
toour  without  that  House,  bad  been  swelU 
^  to  a  magnitude  which  by  no  means  be 
lopged  to  it.  No  such  important  retults 
could  be  derived  from  it,  as  many  seemed 
anxious  to  suppose.  Separated  as  it  now 
was  from  such  ideas,  by  the  candid  admis* 
iion  of  his  hon.  friend,  who  acfcndlHedged 
hat  the  effect  would  be  rather  to  increase 
ban  to  diminish  the  influence  of  the 
cro;vn,  and  that  as  a  measure  of  economy 
it  would  operate  nothing,  at  least  seme  of 
the  main  grounds  on  which  this  erroneous 
opinion  and  popular  clamour  rested,  were 
removed :— stripped  of  these  two  principal 
{tdvantages,  the  naked  Bill  most  be  ac- 
knowledged to  be  80  insignificant  in  every 
point  of  view,  that  H  was  in  reality  not 
worth  supporting.  He  trusted,  notwHb- 
standing  he  had  fallen  in  with  the  strong 
Sentiment  expressed  in  favour  of  the  Bin 
on  former  occasions,  that  the  House  would 
io  him  the  justice  to  believe  that  he  now 
Resisted  it  from  a  sincere  wish  to  preserve 
cordiality  between  the  two  branches  of 
the  legislature.  He  therefore  opposed  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Banka  explained,  that  inasmuch 
tits  the  Bill  recommended  the  abolition  of 
certain  offlbes,  it  was  to  be  considered  in 
some  degree  as  a  measure  of  economy. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  added, 
that  pending  any  measures  respecting  the 
Abolition  or  Reform  of  existing  offices,  he 
had  nev^r  offered  any  opposition,  nor 
irould  he,  while  he  had  the  honour  to  hold 
the  office  he  now  filled,  give  any  inter- 
ruption to  such  a  proceeding. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  pointed  out  certain 
offices,  the  abolition  of  which  was  pro- 
posed, and  which  made  the  pref^ent  a  mea- 
sure of  public  economy*  The  situation 
of  tho  country  rendered  it  necessary  that 
not  a  farthing  shoold  be  uselessly  expend- 
^,  and  therefore  the  Bill  should  have  his 
cordial  support. 

Sir  S.  Romitly  was  much  surprised  at  the 
conclusion  to  which  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  come, 
iinpe  from  every  thing  he  had  said  he  had 
expected  a' very  different  determination. 
Pe  denied  that  the  present  Bill,  which  had 
Several  times  received  the  aanction  of  the 
House,  was  of  slight  importance ;  nor  was 
it  more  correct  to  state,  that  it  iiafd  been 
previoiisly  carried  by  popular  eUimoaf* 


h  was  tme.  that  the  public  had  farmed  & 
very  stnmg  opiilion  of  (he  necesfity  of  tkm 
bill;  and  the  coantry  vraotd  Itam  wklt 
sorprise  and  disappointment,  that  the 
Ohancellor  of  the  Exchequer  iMd  the* 
ni^ht  thrown  out  what  he  hn4  before  snp^ 
ported ;  for  «he  Reversion  BW  was  sagw 
gested  by  Che  Bfnance  Cctmmitlee,  whoM 
appointment  had  been  recommended  at 
IhebegtAnfng  of  the  seesion  of  I  SOT,  and 
Whose  labeurabad  been  approved  4it  tm 
termination,  in  a  Speech  i^om  the«hrotie« 
written  by  the  right  hon.  the  Cbaneetkt 
of  the  Exchequer  himself,  it  was  wholly 
erroneoas  to  assert  that  the  «»e«iorB  In* 
fringed  on  the  prerogatives  of  the'CroiMi, 
since  its  very  object  was  to  |Mreserve  its  is* 
terests,  ^nd  to  pi*event  a  lavkh  and  «ik 
necessary  expenditure  of  ite  revenva. 
The  granting  of  places  m  revtersion  w«a  # 
most  improvidetft  mode  of  rewardiity  «ve% 
nteriterious  servicer,  because  tile  imnm^ 
diate  advaalage  wasextreme4y  saaall ;  -and 
the  ultimate  prospect  of  a  larger  prelt 
extremely  iincertain.  ft  was  doing  m» 
Juartlce  both  to  the  Icing  and  to  the  people^, 
to  permit  die  practice  longer  to  continue. 
He  eoniiuded  bw  expressing  hie  astonisli- 
meiBit  that  tha  Chanoetler  of  Ute  £xcb«- 
quer,  afler  maimalning  thait  the  profisitiii 
were  of  litde  importance*  and  cewsufiiig 
all  pertinacity  in  opposition,  «ho«ld  ait 
down  byespressing  hb  deternHnatiaB  to 
oppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  H^^fWMJ  remarked^  that  tbe  only 
two  members  vi4io  had  spohen  against  tin 
Bill  were  two  very  principal  revemionislik 
The  meaenre  now  proposed  bad  akvaya 
been  a  favourite  with  the  Hense  and  with 
the  people,  and  when  their  voicea  were 
united  for  any  contttttutionai  abject  libe 
the  present,  it  was  ctildoabtedly  the  moat 
sound  policy  to  attain  the  object  so  modi 
desired.  The  right  hon.  the  Cbaneellor  aC 
the  Exchequer  however,  tbougbt  otber* 
wise,  and  maintained  that  the  measoiw 
was  of  little  or  no  importance,  althangh 
popular  eiamoor  had  swelled  it  into  nMig» 
nitude,  and  his  only  reason  for  now  re^ 
sisting  it  was,  his  opinion,  as  o|ipoeed  ta 
that  of  the  whole  country ,  that  it  wasto^ 
insignificant  ta  deserve  attention.  Hai 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  however,  or  hip 
colleagues,**  donsulted  their  interests  «r 
their  duty,  Viiif  would  -never  have  thrown 
coM  water  wpMft*  It  was  assumed,  to% 
that  it  was  mtH  t  ^neaaure  of  ecanowyv 
But  it  was  rather  singnlat^that  this  doo* 
triiie  shankl  be  supported  by  afiikr^soD  who 
held  iba  Mvcfsiaa^^f  ^uia  oV  4ia  wilnrti 
I 
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plaem  in  tlie  gift  of  the  crown.  U  it 
^^iraitted  ri^lalton,  an  answer  nta  innM- 
<4i«tely  retiim«d,  tliat  it  coold  not  be  al- 
lowed. Why?  Bectaae  the  CbaoeeMor 
«f  tlie  Exchequer  potaessed  the  re?tMioo, 
-and  ^r  it  were  regiilated.  eoononiy  being 
-«he  object,  it  wooM  doubtleto  be  abolMved. 
Did  the  right  hon.  geotleman  mean  to 
eay,  Hiat  he,  sitting  tn  his  place  in  that 
HoQse,  was  not  a  practical  contmdiclfoa 
'of  hiaomiMseHion?  Another  proof  might 
be  found  in  the  odious  appomtment  of 
irdlonel  M^ahon  to  the  office  itf  Pay* 
-ttaster  of  Widows'  iPen^ions^  the  atwlhii^n 
of  which  bad  been  recomneivied  thirty 
years  ago>  and  yet  there,  too,  no  regola* 
tton  was  to  be  allowed ;  because  it  was 
granted  in  terersicto.  If  the  Xiiancellor 
ii  the  fixoheOtt^r  had  not  the  oa(|}ectancy 
«f  lord  Arden  s  place,  it  might  be  inrea- 
ligaied,  and  that  was  acomplete  exen>pli- 
fication  of  what  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  denied.  It  was  admitied 
db  all  hands,  that  these  .g^rauts  in  reversion 
were  a  sort  of  forestalling  of  tbe  prero* 
^tiire  of  the  crown,  and  no  man  who 
wished  them  to  be  abolished,  bad  any  de- 
sire to  diminish  the  prerogative ;  the  object 
was  to  prevent  designing  ministers  from 
granitng  favours  to  their  own  infants.  He 
tfosteii,  notwithstanding  the  specious  ar- 
guments employed,  that  the  Hoose  of 
-Commons,  as  the  representatives  of  ^the 
'people,  would  pass  a  Bill,  from  which  theiir 
constituents  expected,  and  wotdd  -derive 
such  important  benciftts.  He  could  anti- 
cipate no  disagreement  beiWecn  thetWo 
brandies  of  the  legislature  upon  aattbfect 
"wherethe  real  duty  of  both  was  so  obvious; 
and  under  these  circumstances  he  felt  con- 
fident that  the  Lords  would  cordially  join 
in  a  measure,  whiolT  it  was  true  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  said  was  not  im- 
portant to  be  clone,  which  the  ,  country 
excilaimed  was  important  to  be  done,  and 
which  the  (louse  declared  it  wAs  important 
to  do. 

Mr.  Gidth  thought,  that  too  much  had 
been  conceded  by  admitting  that  this  was 
not  a«seasure  of  economy.  He  did  not 
give  his  support  to  this  measure,  from  any 
idea  that  it  woeid  «t  all  contribute  to  di- 
miniftk  tie  inflneiice  of  the  crown.  1V> 
him  4t  was  qmte  clear,  that  Ae  plan  of 
granting  places  in  reversion  brought  a 
burden  upon  thepublic  at  least  three  times 
l^eater  taan  could  arise  from  such  placet, 
}f  not  give  A  in  this  manner.  The  circum- 
stanoe  of  bestowing  thear  places  sometimes 
vpw^^orsoas  ettfi^in  their  inAmoyj  «oilM  i 


not, -in  his  opiftion,  when  memionad  o«t 
of  doors,  prodooe-any  thing  hot  disgust. 
It  sras  givang  rewards  where  no  feeling  of 
gratitode,  or  sense  of  doty  co»ld  exist, 
Ue  thought  siieb  pkcea  were  «  blot  upon 
the  policy  of  >he  country ;  >  and,  4»pon 
these  groands,  cooMnoi  refuse  his  assent 
to  the  measaro. 

Mr«  B(Mm4  thought  there  ware  two 
'sorts  of  economy  to  which  the  House 
should  attend,  economy  of  public  expen* 
diture,  and  ckMmomy  of  public  -opinion* 
The  prubHc,  he  bad  no  doubt,  would  pay 
their  taxes  with  arach  more  pleasure,  and 
feel  tbeir  burdens  far  lighter,  if  they  wese 
oanviocod  that  the  pnblic  mpney  was 
.honestly  smd  economically  disposed  of. 
Parliament  waa  the  -best  judge  of  what 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  crown,  and  he 
wenkJ  pro4esl  against  any  other  doctrine. 

Sir  Mm  Sebngkt  thought  that  this  wob* 
ject  did  not  draw  all  iu  importanoe  from 
the  circumstance  of  its  being  a  favonrite 
measure  with  the  public.  If  it  were  m* 
jected  now,  H  Would  give  a  proof  of  in- 
consistency  on  the  p^t  of  that  House, 
which  would  not  be  very  creditable  to  iu 
wisdom.  I'he  right  ben.  the  €hancelh>r 
of  the  £xcbeq«er  bad  said,  that  it  was  an 
object  «f  w>  -g^'eat  importance,  and  he 
certainly  Was  not  inclined  to  dissent,  witb- 
otn  much  hesitation,  from  any  opinioA 
wbidi  tfciit  tight  boo.  gentleman  might 
evprcss;  but  be  did  not  think  that  the 
House  ought  now  to  reject  the  measure 
nwrely  upon  the  ground  that  that  right 
ban.  genUom-An  had  represented  h  as  a 
miltter  of  Mttle  importance. 

Mr«  ]flUot  thought  the  power  which 
was  given  to  the  crown,  of  granting  offices 
in  reversion,  was  disadvantageous  to  the 
crown  itself,  because  it  aiibrded  an  oppor- 
tunity to  mortgage  the  i^igbt  of  the  sue* 
cesser.  He  did  not  mean  to  contend  that 
it  would  be  desirous  to  abolish  the  power 
Off  conferring  rewards  for  meritorious  ssr* 
vices  in  reversion,  but  that  those  rewards 
would  be  bent  vested  in  parliament.  He 
agreed,  however,  with  the.  right  hon.  gea<^ 
tieman,  that  the  su^ect  ^^s  not  of  much 
moment,  nnder  the  present  sta^  of  things. 

Mr.  Pommh^  rose  .and  said;  Sir, 
although  I  have  often  expressed,  my  senti- 
ments npon  this  question,  I  cannot  refrain 
firom  irottbling  the  House  with  a  very  few 
words.  I  cannot  nt  all  agree  that  this  is  n 
matter  of  little  importance^  on  the  con- 
trary, it  appears  to  me  to  be  of  very  consi- 
derate megnitude,  «ven  in  an  economical 
point  of  view^  beoeaM  notbinf  can  be 
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more  linfli  than  thMit  should  be^in  the 
power  of  any  minitter^  when  it  is  conve- 
nient to  him  to  call  to  his  own  aid,  that 
money  which  ought  only  to  be  the  resovroe 
•    tf  the  crown,  and  to  apply  it  to  his  own 
purposes,  so  as  to  carry,  by  force  ^f  influ- 
ence; a  measure  perhaps  highly  diiagrec- 
able,  or  even  injurious,  to  the  nation.    The 
conduct  pursued  by  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  pf  the  Exchequer  on  the  present 
occasion,  strikes  me  as  somewhat  extraor- 
dinary :  formerly  he  voted  for  the  Bill, 
^  because  he  said  it  was  of  little  imporuuice: 
now  he  votes  against  the  Bill,  because,  he 
'says,  it  is  of  little  importance*    The  same 
reason  of  its  being  of  little  importance 
serves  his  purpose  equally    well  for  or 
against  the  measure,  as  occasion  may  re- 
quire.    It  is  not,  however,  of  such  light 
consequence  as  it  relates  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  House,  in  which  it  has  been  so  - 
repeatedly  and  unanimously  adapted  too, 
'in  conformity  to  the  opinion  of  the  country, 
scarcely  less  unanimous ;  now,  however, for 
'  the  first  time,  it  is  contended  that  the  Bill 
should  be  rejected,  and  the  very  reason 
assigned  for  its  rejection,  is  the  very  reason 
why  it  ought  to  be  countenanced.     Un- 
'doubtedly  if   this    opposition  should  be 
successful,  it  will  neither  be  veiy  flattering 
to  the  consistency  or  sagacity  of  the  House, 
^hich  has  shewn  a  strong  partiality  to  the 
measure,  and  has  persevered  in  it  session 
after  session,  and  at  the  time  when  ft  ima- 
gined its  labours  would  be  crowned  with 
success,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
steps  forward,  and,  withouUeven  any  plau- 
sible cause  being  urged,  says  that  he  does 
not  apprdve  of  the  Bill,  that  it  is  of  little 
consequence    whether  it  passes  or  not ; 
but  that  it  shall  not  pass,  because  it  does 
not  suit  his  wishes.     If  members  sufier 
themsehrestobe  so  trifled  with,  it  will  cer- 
tainly do  little  credit  to  their  consistency. 
Of  this  I  am  certain,  that  if  the  House  con- 
sents to  it,  the  public  will  be  by  no  means 
satisfied  with  the  abandonment  of  a  mea- 
•sure  to  which  they  have  directed  their 
"anxious  eyes  ;  they  are  persuaded  that  the 
measure  is  ^  good  one;  and  if  it  be  now 
rejected,  they  will  not  foil  to  attribute  it  to 
4he  right  cause— the  undue  influence  which 
the  continuance  of  the  practice  places  in 
^the  power  of  the  minister.     If  the  1^1  be 
negatived,  it  undoubtedly  will  not  have  the 
-efiect  of  raising  the  character  of  the  House 
in  public  estimation. 

The  Ckamxilot  qf  Oe  Bweheqwr  ex- 
plained,  that  he  opposed  the  Bill  on  the 
ground  that  the  objects  to  be  attained  by  it 
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were  of  so  little  importance,  that  more  in- 
jury might  be  expected  to  result  from  a 
discordance  in  the  legislature,  than  frons 
its  adoption.  With  regard  to  what  had 
been  said  on  the  economy  of  the  measure, 
his  argument  was,  that  at  the  present  mo- 
ment it  would  produce  no  saving  of  the 
public  money. 

Mr.  EUiot  likewise  explained,  that  \m 
did  not  himself  believe  the  provisions  to  be 
of  much  magnitude,  but  the  precedent 
was  of  much  importance. 

A  division  then  took  place  upon  t^ 
question, «  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  «a* 
cond  time,''  when  the  numbers  were : 

Ayes  5* 

Noes .^••....•,  56 

Majority  against  the  Bill    -*2 
The  House  again  divided  on  a  Motion  x 
of  the  Cbancellpr  oflhe  Exchequer,  **  That 
the  Bill  be  re^i  a  second  time  upon  this 
day  six  months  •** 

Ayes    ..•••••., 55 

Noes    ; 52 

Majority • — S 

It  was  then  moved,  *'  That  this  House 
do  now  adjourn,''  upon  which  a  third  divi- 
sion took  place : 

Ayes 45 

Noes    59 

Majority  against  the  Motion   — 14 

iMt  qftke  Majority  and^iUoqfike  Mk^ 
tity,  on  the  Motion  for  the  Second  Rfind- 
ingqf  the  Bill. 

Majority, 

Asbbumham,  Hon.  O.  Morgan,  Sir  C. 

Apsley,  Lord.  Palmerstoo,  Lard. 

Beaumout^  Col.  Perceval,  Rt.  Hon.  SL 

Barne,  S.  Peel,  Sir  R. 

Bickerton,  Sir  B.  Peel,  R. 

Browne,  H.  Pole,  Wellcsley. 

Carew,  P.  Rochfort,  G. 

Courtenay.  T.  P.  Robioson,  M. 

Croker,  J.  W.  Robnison,  J. 

Disbrowe^  Col.  RobiDson,  Hen.  P. 

Desert,  Lord.  Rose,  O. 

Fane,  Geo.  Ryder,  Rt.  Hon.  B.  , 

Fitzbarris,  Lord.  Straban,  A. 

Fitzfferald,  W.  Singleton.  M. 

Gouibourn,  H.  Satton,  N. 

Gibbs,  Sir  V.  Stiriing,  Sir  W. 

Hamilton,  Hans.  StruU,  J.  H. 

Hilli  Sir  G.  Swann,  H. 

HoUbcd,G.  Somerset,  Lord  C.     . 

KennckyJ.  Tboaipeon,SirT. 

Lowther,  Lord.  Thyone,  Lord  J. 

Lushington,  S.  R.  Veriker,  R.  H.  G. 

Lockhart,  L.  J.  Ward,  R 

Leslie,  C.  P.  Whartob,  R. 

Long.C.  IVellesley,  R. 

LygOD,  Hon.W.B.  Yarmouth,  Lord. 

Montagv,  M.  Yorke,  Rt.  Hcii.0« 
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AbcrcronbjT)  Hod.  J. 

ildUDS,€. 

Babiiigloo,  H. 
BMikfls,H. 
Bttikes^W. 
Bastard,  J.  P. 
Boaroe,  SL 
Benybn,  K. 
Bidduiph,  R. 
BroaenaiD,  H. 
BomH^SirC. 
Cotbrnrne^R. 
Combe,  H.  C. 
Elliott,  Rt.  Hod.  W. 
Faoe,J. 
FelTowes.N. 
Franklaod,  Col. 
Folknton^,  Vise. 
Giddj,  D. 
Qrenfell,  P. 
Oyet,D. 
Gower,  Earl. 
HaiiultoD,LordA. 
flomcr,  F. 
Hume,  W.  H. 
Hutchinson,  C. 
Johnstone,  O. 
Kempi  J.  R. 


Lamb,  Hon.  W. 
Lemon,  Sir  W. 
Le^lre,8^ 
Martin,  H. 
Macdpnald,  J. 
Moore,  P. 

Montgomery,  Sir  H. 
Myers,  T. 
Piggott,  Sir  k. 
Pocbin,  C. 
Ponthteu,  J. 
Ponsonby,  G. 
PoowDby,RtHoii.G. 
Power,  R- 
Homilly,  Sir  S. 
Savage,  F. 
Sharp,  R. 
Sindau',  G. 
Scott,  C. 
Somber^G. 
Treroayne,  G.  B. 
Tiemey,  Rt  Hob.  G. 
Thornton,  H. 
▼emon,  J.  G. 
Wbitbread,S. 
Wynn,  C.  W. 
Wrottetley,  H. 


Bill  to  bbpbal  Act  S9tb  Elizabbth 

AGAINST  LbWD  and  WaNDBBING  PBBSONS 
FBBTBNDINO    TO    BB   SoLDIBBS    OB     MaBI- 

MEB8.]  Sir  S.  BotmUy  rose  to  n^oTe  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  the  Act 
of  the  39th  ofEliBabeth,  which  constitnted 
it  B  capital  oflfence,  punishable  with  deaths 
in  soldiers  and  sailors  found  begging  in 
the  streets.  The  hon.  and  learned  gen* 
tleman  conceiyed  there  could  be  no  objec- 
tioo  to  remove  from  the  statute  book  an 
act  of  this  nature^  which  went  to  inflict  a 
capital  punishment  on  persons  of  this  de- 
scriptibn*  who  were  wandering  or  begging 
about  the  streeu^  without  a  pass  from 
their  commanding  ofiicers.  The  law  had 
not,  to  be  sure,  been  acted  upon  ^nce  the 
10th  of  Charles,  which  last  statute  con- 
tinued it,  nor  would  the  House  deem  it  ex- 
pedient to  continue  acts  which,  in  the  pre« 
sent  times,  never  could  be  acted  upon. 
Mr.  Jostioe  Blackstone,  in  his  work  refer- 
ring to  this  Itatute,  had  said,  it  was  "  a 
disgrace  to  the  legislature.''  *  Being  on 
the  subject  of  the  penal  laws,  he  would 
take  this  opportunity  of  stating,  that  it 
was  not  his  mtention  at  this  moment  to 
bring  forward  any  of  the  bills  which  he 
Jiad  formerly  done.  In  io  refraining,  he 
had  not  in  the  least  v  altered  his  opinion  as 
10  the  neceatityof  amending  the  criminal 
code,  norwas  oiaparstveraoce  or  patience 


e&hausted*  He  wished  not  to  weary  the 
House  by  bills  which,  from  what  had 
transpired,  there  wlks  no  chance  or  proba*' 
bility  of  passing  the  other  House.  He 
trusted,  however,  that  the  prejudices 
which  now  operated  would  subside,  and  in 
a  little  time  be  so  removed  as  to  afibrd^ 
him  the  opportunity  of  persevering  with 
e0ect.  Perhaps  in  the  next  session  he* 
should  bring  the  subject  again  under  the 
consideration  of  the  House.  He  then 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal 
the  Act  of  the  39th  of  Elizabeth,  against 
lewd  and  wandering  persons  pretending  to 
bo  Soldiers  or  Mariners. 

Mr.  Frankland  rose  to  second  the  mo- 
tion, and  went  into  some  detailed  observa« 
tions  upon  the  act  which  it  was  intended 
to  repeal.   He  maintained  that  Mr.  Justice 
Blackstone  had  not  amerted  that  the  law 
in  question  was  a  disgrace  to  the  legisla* 
ture,  but  that  it  was  a  dis^ce  to  the  sta- 
tute book,  and  the  distinction,  he  contend- 
ed, was  an  important  one.    Since  the  time  ' 
of  Blackstone,  however,  that  act  had  been* 
virtually  repealed  by  the  32d  of  the  King. 
The  hon.  member  argued  upon  the  neces- 
sity of  the  act  at  the  time  it  was  provided, 
and  read  the  preamble  of  it,  which  stated 
that  divers  lewd,  immoral  and  dangerous' 
persons,  contemning  all  religion,  dia  wan- 
der up  and  down  the  country,  weiponed 
and  in  troops,  in  the  guise  of  soldiers  and 
tailors,  disgracing  those  honourable  cha- 
racters ;  that  divers  heinous  murders  and' 
other  offences  were  committed  by  them,  . 
•nd  that  unless  some  provision  was  enacted 
by  the  legislature  to  prevent  those  enor- 
mous evils,  the  consequences  to  the  com- 
munity most  be  dreadful.    This,  he  conti- 
nned|  was  the  state  of  the  country  at  that 
time,  and  in  a  similar  state  almost  every 
country  in  Europe  was  at  the  same  period ; 
armed  banditti  infested  the  public  roads ; 
and  the  act  in  question  was  to  Jbe  consider* 
ed  rather  as  a  legislative  declaration  of 
war  against  persons  of  desperate  practices, 
than  an  act  of  parliament.      The  hon. 
member  then  entered  into  the  precise  ob- 
jecU  of  the  act,  and  the  miserable  necessi- 
ties of  the  times  which  called  for  its,enact- 
ment.     He  thought  it  did   not  disgrace 
the  statute  book,  but  was  one  of  necessary 
but  mild  coercion  ;  yet  he  willingly  sup* 
ported  the  motion  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  for  its  repeal. 

Mr.  Lockhari  thought  the  hon.  gentle- 
man had  misconceived  his  hoo*  and  learn- 
ed friend,  whose  argument  went  to  the 
diegrace  of  having   sach  a    atatnut    on 
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die  books  in  tbe  present  3ti|t(&  of  society. 

Sir  S.  Rpmilfy,  observed  ib^t  the  bon.- 
gentlemao  s^nied  ta  have  a  veui*ra> 
tiof  for  tbe  staftuie  of  Eliaabetb*  But 
ibis  was  not  the  only  statMte  of  that 
quoea  wbidi  most  be  considered  a  dis- 
grace, £or  there  was  one  he  coald  refer 
the  bon.  gentleman  to  wbicb  made  it 
a  felonious  act  in  any  person  fouqd  in 
tbe  company  of  tbe  persona  denominated 
Egyptians.  There  was  apotber^  which 
made  it  felony  to  commune,  with  tbe  De- 
vil. Tbe  inflammatory  language  of  these 
acts  was.  borrowed  from  bet  predecessors^ 
Mary,  and  Henry  tbe  eighth.  With  re* 
apect  to  tbe  statuUvi,  b^  ba^  looked  into 
them  as  narrowly  as  bit  abilities  would, 
allow,  and  be  would  assert  that  tbe  l^tb 
of  Cbarles  continued  this  act»  for  it  ex« 
pressly  said,  "it,  sb»ll  be  continued  till 
parliament  makes  son^e  other  law  on  tbe 
subject''  The  bon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman thought  men's  Uisea  should  not 
be  subject  to  such  laws. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  tbe  Bill^ 

Penttbntiabt  IJou^mO  Mr.  Secre* 
tary  Xjuder  rose  to  sta^  to  sir  Samuel 
Bomilly,  that  tbe  Committee  who  were 
now  sitj^ing  to  inqiaire  into-tbe  propriety 
and  utility  of  erecting  Penitentiary  Houses, 
would  not  have  leisure  to  extend  their  in- 
qi^iries,  according  to  .the  wish  «f  tbe  bon» 
and  learned  gentleman,  into  tbe  efifecto 

Eiduced  by  transportation  to  Botany, 
y ;  but  bej  should  move  that  it  be  an 
instruction  to  the  committee  to  esamine 
into  the  state  of  the  Hoiks,  and  to  report 
thereon  as  to  any  improvements  which 
might  be  adopted.  If,  however,  tbe  bon» 
and  leaned  member  should  wish  to  move 
&r  another  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
effects  produced  by  transportation  to  Bo« 
tany  Bay,  be  should  i^ot  oppose  tbe  mo- 
tion. But  it  was  highly  expedient  that 
tbe  committee  should  proceed  first  in 
their  inquiries  respecting  tbe  Hulks,  as 
tbe  size  and  perhaps  the  number  of  Pe- 
nitentiary Houses,  would  depend  upon 
tbe  circumstances  of  that  mode  of  punish- 
ment being  abolished  or  not. 

Sir  S,  RomiUy  intimated  bis  intention 
of  moving,  on  Wednesday,  for  a  Com- 
miUee  to  inquire  into  the  effects  pro- 
duced by  transpoi^tation  to  Botany  Bay. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday,  February  10. 
V<aim  or^HANiJN^  TO  Lo#o  Wbujhot 


TON^  &c.— Captcre  op  Ciubad  Rodm« 
GO.  3  The  Earl  of  Liverpool  rose  in  pur- 
suance of  notice  to  mqve  the  Tbaoke  oF 
the  Hoose  to  lord  Wellington,  fb»  the 
capture  of  Ciudad  Bodrigo.  fo  the  am» 
sideration  of  questions  of  this  natore, 
there  were  two  points,  bis  lonbbip  ob^ 
served,  which  more  particolarly  called 
for  attention,  namely,  the  importance  of 
the  place  wrested  Irom  the  enemy,  and 
the  value  of  the  eflort  used  to  obtain  pofr^ 
session  of  it.  He  did  not  mean  to  say, 
that  either  of  these  might  not,  in  some 
case»>  be  a  sufficient  ground  for  voting 
tbe  Thanks  of  the  Hoose,  but  in  the  pre- 
sent instance,  both  considerations  com- 
bined to  call  upon  the  House  to  confer 
that  high  honour.  Of  the  importance 
6f  Ciudad  Redrigo^  there  could  be^  noi 
doubt ;  it  was  the  only  fortress  of  note» 
on  the  north-eastern  frontier  of  Portugal, 
and  on  -ibe  north-western  frontier  of  Spam. 
It  was  originidly  erected  by  tbe  Spa- 
niards as  a  point  of  defence  against  any 
invasion  from  Portugal,  and  also  as  a  place 
of  arms  to  facilitave  oflensive  operationt 
in  that  country,  and  the  circmnstanceic 
connected  witli  the  current  of  the  river 
on-  which  it  wee  placed,  rendered  it  in 
both  points  of  view  highly  important. 
By  its  capture,  the  defence  of  Portvg^ 
was  rendered  complete,  and  at  the  sama 
time  a  way  waa  opened  into  almost  the 
centre  of  Spain.-^Having  thus  mentioned 
the  importance  of  this  fortress,  be  thought 
it  necessary  to  state  a  few  circumstances^ 
to  shew  why  the  capture  of  it  by  tbe  ene^ 
my  in  1810  could  not  be  preirented.  It 
was  well  known,  as  stated  by  the  French 
commander  in  chief  himself,  that  the 
French  force,  defined  for  the  attack  oa 
Portuglil,  was  1 10,000  men  ;  of  this  force 
27,000  laid  sieg^  to  Ciudad  Rodrigp. 
Lord  Wellington  at  that  time  bad  only 
with  him  17,000  British,  and  1 4.000  Por^* 
tuguese,.  the  latter  completely  untried^ 
The  British  commander  in  chief  nevee 
lost  sight  of  thp  importance  of  relieving 
the  place,  if  possible,  and  to  the  last  mo- 
ment had  the  object  in  view,  but  the 
Portuguese  troops  being  then  completely 
untried*  it  became  a  consideration  of  pru^ 
dence  how  far  it  was  advisable  to  try 
them  under  circumstances  peculiarly  disf 
advantageous.  It  was  also  to  he  consider- 
ed, that  the  allied  army  must  have  fought 
the  enemy  with  the  Agueda  in  theif 
rear,  and  that  even  if  tbey  had  defeated 
tbe  covering  army,  still,  with  the  river  10 
their  rear,  and  anibiuasfed  aa  tbey  necMr 
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mtWf  wooki  betrM  womded,  k  wit  mor« 
thaiMkNiUfiil  wiietlier  My  ftdvanttfecould 
tkaBbe|raiiied«.  The4«ffenceoftV>n«fal 
9vas  also  ^  the  freatesticnpoitaQcc;  kwai 
ntt  oereljT  one  poiMt  4hot  was  to  be  al- 
ttmi^  4o,  hit  tbe  ultivMiile  defence  of  the 
country,  and  loid  WelUfirton  t>emg  cer- 
>tala  that  he  coaid  efloetuaTly  defend  IN»r. 
togd  by  tiaring  reiort%a  the  Imes  of  Tor- 
ma  Vedras,  k  was  eweiitia4  not  to  ran  the 
hasard  of  wasting  wnprofitaUy  the  troopv 
ikrongh  when  tKat  defence  was  to  be 
made.  After  Ruursha!  Massena  had  re- 
treated feom  Portugal,  lord  Wellington's 
attention  was  again  called  to  Ciudad  Rod- 
fl%o,  but  his  operations  hi  that  quarter  were 
interrvpted  hy  those  of  the  enemy  in  Es- 
irenaadira,  to  which  province  the  pressnre 
of  the  war  was  necessarily  for  a  time  re- 
■M>wd.  fiobseqvently  to  the  cessation  of 
these  moTements,  other  circumstances  ope- 
rated to  delay  the  attack  upon  Ciudad 
Sodrigo.  If  was  well  known  that  there 
was  no  bridge  o?er  the  Agoeda  near  Ciu- 
dad Rodrigo,  except  the  bridge  of  the 
place  kself ;  and  at  certain  seasons  of  the 
-year*  the  river  was  so  much  swollen  by 
the  mountain  torrents,  th^t  it  became  im- 
practicable to  throw  any  bridge  over  it. 
ijofd  Wellington  also  judged  it  expedient, 
before  laying  siege  to  Ciudad  ReRdrigo,  to 
have  Almeida  as  a  dep6t>  for  which  pur- 
pose it  was  necessary  that  the  fortifications 
should  be  restored,  and  he  was  happy  to 
state  that  Almeida  was  now  in  a  respect- 
able state  of  defence.-^In  the  capture  of 
Ciudad  Rodrigo  there  were  many  circum- 
stances whic^  must  be  highly  satisfactory. 
When  the  enemy  laid  siege  to  it  in  1810, 
they  completed  the  investment  on  the  10th 
of  June,  and  the  place  did  not  surrender 
by  capitulation  till  the  11  th  of  July. 
I^rd  Wellington  invested  the  place  on  the 
8th  of  January,  and  this,  it  should  be  re- 
membered^ under  all  the  disadvantages  of 
a  siege,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  and  the 
place  was  taken  by  storm  on  the  19th  of 
that  month.  In  recounting  this,  it  was  a 
subject  of  no  ordinary  satisfaction  to  ob- 
serve the  skill  and  ability  manifested  by 
the  engineers  and  the  artillery.  Thus 
completing  the  proof  that  in  every  branch 
of  our  military  service  our  superiority  was 
decidedly  manifest— our  infantry,  our  ca- 
Talry,  our  engineers,  our  artillery,  our 
commissariat,  all  were  proved  to  be  de- 
cidedly superior— a  superiority  resulting 
from  a  wise)  system  at  home  carried  into 
practice  by  the  wisdom,  the  skill,  and 
the  exertions  of  our  commander  in  chief 
(VOL.  XXI.) 


in*  Ptnlngri.  The  enemy  no  longer  Taunt- 
ed of  aaperiority,  no  longer  boasted  of 
drrving  Brkish  troops  into  the  sea,  it  being 
now  apparent  to  M  the  world,  that  with 
British  hearts  in  British  bosoms  we  main- 
tained a  decided  superiority  in  whatever 
element  wo  fought. — ^The  capture  of  Ciu- 
dad Rodrigo,  whilst  it  was  of  essential-im- 
portance to  those  great  interests  which  we 
were  engaged  in  supporting,  was  a'blofw 
to  the  enemy  which  he  did  not  expect. 
ft  was  not  conceived  possible  that  Ciudad 
Rodrigo  could  have  been  taken  in  1 1  days. 
'The  calculation  made  upon  scientific  rules 
was,  that  it  might  hold  out  for  5^4  or  25 
days.  Lord  Wellington,  however,  wis 
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policy  of  our  operations  in  Portugal,  he 
thought  there  could  be  no  difference  of 
Opinion  as  to  the  skill  and  ability  of  the 
commander  in  chief,  or  the  bravery  and 
spirit  of  the  army  which  he  commanded. 
Justice,  as  well  as  policy,  demanded  that 
they  should  uphold  the  honour  and  the 
character  of  our  commanders  and  our  ar- 
mies. To  do  this  was  true  poHcy ;  for  let 
it  not  be  forgotten,  that  to  our  officers  and 
to  our  army,  who  so  skilfully  and  so  brave- 
ly defended  Portugal  and'  defeated  the 
enemy,  we  must  be  indebted,  if  the  jieces- 
sity  should  arise,  for  the  defence  of  our 
own  shores.  His  lordship  concluded  by 
moving  the  Thanks  of  the  House  to  gene- 
ral lord  viscount  Wellington,  for  the  skilL 
ability,  and  indefatigable  exertions,  and 
consummate  wisdom  manifested  by  him  iti 
the  siege  of  Ciudad  fiodrigo. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to  nem,  dis.  ai 
were  also  motions  of  Thanks  to  lieuteniant 
general  Thomas  Graham,  second  iti  cotti'^ 

(22) 
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mand,  and  the  other  general  officers/  end 
to  the  engineers  of  the  royal  corps  of  ar« 
tillery,  and  the  officers  of  the  royal  artil- 
leiy.  and  Portugnese  artillery  ;  likewise 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  terrices  of 
the  non-commtssioned  officers  and  soldiers. 
^The  earl  of  Liverpool  took  the  opportn- 
nity  in  the  coarse  of  moving  the  votes  of 
Thanks,  to  pav  a  tribate  to  the  merits  of 
major  ffeneral  Mackinnon,  who  unfortu- 
nately fell  at  Ciudad  Rodrigo;  and  to  ex- 
press  a  hope,  that  the  Monument  to  be 
erected  to  his  memory  would  be  as  lasting 
as  his  faipe*  The  Thanks  were  ordered 
to  be  comnMinicated  by  the  Lord  Chao- 
eellor. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Mcndmf,  February  10. 

Vote  of  Thanks  to  Loan  Wbllingtoh. 
-•Captueb  or  Ciudad  Rodeigo.]  The 
.  ChimceUar  cf  the  Eickiquar  rose  and  said : 
.Sir;  in  consequence  of  the  notice  which  I 
gave  a  few  days  ago,  I  rise  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  a  subject  well  de- 
serving its  distinguished  notice,  the  con- 
duct of  lord  WeTlinffton  and  the  troops 
under  his  orders^  at  the  late  capture  of  the 
important  fortress  of  Ciudad  Rodri|;o,  ai|d 
f  ^Miggestins  to  it  the  propriety  of  mark- 
ing this  achievement  with  its  warmest 
thanks  and  most  sincere  approbation. 
Although  some  doubt  may  be  entertain- 
ed, whether  th^  consummate  skill,  indus- 
try, adroitnea^  and  judgment  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  or  the  energy,  gallantry, 
and  aeal  of  the  forces  have  reflected  the 
greatest  honour  on  British  arms;  yet  I 
am  persuaded  there  will  be  no  difference 
of  opinion  in  according  that  these  two  cir- 
cumsMtnces  united,  cast  a  splendour  round 
the  laurels  of  the  allied  troops,  which  will 
fully  entitle  them  on  this  occasion  to  that 
proud  distinction  which  they  have  fre- 
quently received  before  from  parliament, 
and  will  raise  for  them  claims  to  new  dis- 
tinctionSjt  if  I  may  so  express  myself,  to 
add  yet  further  lustre  to  the  brilliancy  of 
their  glory.  I  believe  that  the  prece- 
dents are  rare  (perhaps  this  is  the  only 
one),  in  which  an  enterprise  of  this  kind 
has  been  made  the  subject  of  particular 
notice  by  the  House,  but  I  am  confident 
the  House  will  feel  that  there  are  on  this 
occasion  circumstances  of  such  a  nature 
as  to  render  the  propriety  of  it  obvious, 
and  even  to  justify  a  Vote  of  Thanks,  bad 
it  been  a  solitary  instance  in  which  they 
had  been  confeaed. 


The  House  is  doubtless  aware  of  tbe 
transactions  which  occurred  daring  the 
short  period  which  was  occupied  in  per- 
forming this  brilliant  exploit,  #nd  thiere- 
fore  I  will  only  notice  them  generally. 
On  the  8th  January,  lord  Wellington  com- 
pletely invested,  and  on  the  same  day 
broke  ground,  before  the  city*  Ttie 
French,  in  the  time  in  which  they  ^occu- 
pied the  fortress,  had  employed  them- 
selves in  making  considerable  and  impor- 
tant additions  to  its  strength— they  had 
erected  several  new  redoubts,  particularly 
on  the  hill  of  St.  Francisco,  counected 
with  the  place  by  a  chain  of  convents, 
fortified  by  palisado^s  and  other  jodicioos 
means  of  defence.  By  this  circumstance 
tbe  approach  to  the  place  by  a  besieging 
army  was  rendered  much  more  difficult ; 
but  lord  Wellington  immediately  com- 
menced operations  by  a  successful  attack 
upon  San  Francisco,  by  a  body  of  troops 
headed  by  lieut.  col.  Colville^  and  the  first 
parallel  having  been  thus  commenced, 
the  place  iuelf  was  converted  into  a 
redoubt.  From  tbe  9ih  to  the  1 3th  January 
tbe  operations  were  continued,  and  on  the 
night  of  the  last  mentioned  day,  the  con- 
vent of  Santa  Cruz,  which  communicated 
with  the  body  of  the  fortress,  was  taken 
1>y  surprise  by  general  Graham— thus 
protecting  most  efiiectually  the  right  wing 
of  the  allied  army.  On  tiie  1 4th  the  con* 
vent  of  San  Francisco  was  attacked,  cap- 
tured by  lieut.  col.  Colville,  and  the 
suburbs  entered  and  taken  possession  of  by 
the  British  troops.  From  the  15th  to  the 
19th  the  works  were  continued,  and  the 
second  parallel  was  completed.  The 
batteries  during  this  period  bad  through- 
out kept  up  a  warm  fire,  and  had  made  a 
considerable  impression  on  the  walls,  in 
which  two  breaches  had  been  opened, 
conceived  by  the  enterprising  commander 
in  chief  to  be  at  that  time  practicable, 
although  such  regular  approaches  towards 
the  city  had  not  yet  been  made,  as  are 
usual  in  undertakings  of  this  arduous  na- 
ture. Lord  Wellington,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  his  generals,  deemed  an  assault 
advisable-^and  taking  into  view  the  situa- 
tion of  both  armies,  tbe  means  of  attack 
possessed  by  the  one,  and  the  means  of 
defence  aiid  annoyance  by  the  other^ 
determined  that  the  assault  should  bo 
made  afler  nightfaU  on  the  19th  of  January. 
The  attempt  was  made  by  the  allied  tcoopa. 
in  five  columns :  the  two  riff ht  coJumna 
were  led  by  lieut  col.  O'TooTe,  and  msjor 
Rid|^e;   the  third  was  formed  of  m9JojP^ 
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geaerftl  M^KiDiioQ't  divlsioD.  Tbe  fourth 
colmnn^  luidor  major-geDeral  Craufurd, 
wtt  directed  to  mdce  an  attack  on  the 
breaches  to  the  left ;  and  general  Pack's 
brigade  formed  the  fifth.  All  these  ope- 
rations succeeded^  and  one  of  them  beyond 
expectation,  general  Pack  having  con- 
TerCed  the  fJU  atuck  be  iras  directed  to 
makeinto  asaccesafbl  enterprise,  and  by  his 
rigoroQs  proceedings  taking  prisoners  all 
who  ventured  to  resist  bis  progress.  Thos 
ui  less  than  half  an  boor  from  the  com* 
meacement'of.  the  assault,  the  British 
army,  with  undaunted  intrepidity,  forced 
its  way  into  the  centre  of  the  city,  and 
reduced  the  enemy  to  the  necessity  of 
surrendering  a  fortress  he  bad  vainly  at* 
tempted  with  his  utmost  exertions  to  re- 
tain. 

.Unfortunately  for  the  country,  but 
more  especially  for  the  army,  general 
M'Kinnon,  in  leading  on  that  portion  of 
the  forces  placed  ui^er  his  orders,  was 
killed  by  the  accidental  explosion  of  a 
magsxine  he  was  approaching;  and  I  am 
certain  that  the  House  will  not  hesitate  a 
moment  in  concurring  with  me  in  think- 
ing, that  this  unhappy  loss  should  be  fol- 
lowed by  that  mark  of  respect,  afiection 
and  ^titude  unquestionably  due  to  the 
remains  of  an  officer  so  gallant  and  ex- 
perienced in  the  field  of  battle,  and  so 
amiable  and  virtuous  in  his  private  circle. 
I  shall  therefore  propose,  that  a  Monument 
be  erected  to  his  memory. — General  Cr»o- 
ford  also  was  severely  wounded,  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  dispatch  of  lord  Welling- 
ton, the  service*  to  the  honour  of  which 
be  has  so  much  contributed,  may  be  long 
deprived  of  his  example  and  assistance. 
In  the  list  of  the  wounded  I  am  likewise 
•orry  to  include  the  naoKiof  major-general 
Vandeleur. 

These  transactions,  it  will  be  obvious 
to  common  observation,  as  I  stated  in 
the  opening,  are  marked  with  distinguish- 
ed and  almost  singular  merits:  I  say  it 
will  be  obvious  to  common  observation, 
because  persons  unacquainted,  like  my- 
self, with,  military  tactics,  will  find  them- 
selves greatly  assisted  in  appreciating  the 
valoe  of  this  signal  triumph,  by  having  an 
opportunity  to  compare  these  proceed  mgs 
with  those  of  a  similar  attack  directed 
against  the  same  place ;  and  the  House 
and  the. country,  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion* possess  the  peculiar  advantage  of 
forming  a  contrast  most  decidedly  in  fa- 
TQor  of  our  gallant  army.  Lord  Welling- 
ton, it  will  ht  recoUeoled.  inTCsted  Cindad 


Rodrigo  after  it  bad  been  most  m«ltri«ll^ 
strengthened   by  all   the    military    dnit 
which  the  French  engineers  are  acknow- 
ledged to  possess,  on  the  8th  January,  and 
on  the  1 9th  January  the  British  army 
took  poMOMton,    having   been    engaged 
only  twelve  days  in  commencing  and  com- 
pleting their  works,  and  in  accomplishing^ 
their  glorious  project    What  is  the  foct 
with  regard  to  the  French  army,  when  it 
sat  down  before  the  same  place,  net  d«fi« 
cient  in  any  of  the  ordinary  means  of  at* 
tack,  and  by  far  more  numerous  than  the 
allied  army  ?    It  is  true,  that  the  garrisMi, 
on  the. present  occasion,  was  smaller  in 
number,  but  far  superior  in  discipline, 
being  composed  of  the  most  experienced 
and  tried  soldiers  of  the  French  army, 
among  whom  were  engineers,  who,  with  • 
consummate  skill  and  ability,  directed  the 
employment  of  every  means  of  resistance 
that  could  be  devised.    Marshal  Massena  -• 
sat  down  before  the  place  on  the  1 1th  of 
June,  1810,  broke  ground  on  the  13th, 
opened  his  fire  on  the  24th,  and  the  placo  ' 
did  not  surrender  until  the  1 0th  Jdly, 
comprebendinff  a  space  of  thirty  days  - 
employed  bv  Uie  French,  in  investing,  at* 
tacking,  and  obtaining  the  same  fortress, 
which  subsequently,  much  improved  and 
strengthened,  yielded    to    British  intre- 
pidity after  a  siege  of  only  twelve  days. 
The  facts,  as  simply  detailed,  give  to  the 
House  a  much  more  just  impression  of  the 
almost  unexampled  courage  and  ability  • 
displayed  in  this  achievement,  thi^  any 
language  of  mine  can  possibly  convey.    I 
believe  there  is  scarcely  a  gentleman  in 
the  House  who  has  not  nad  some  oppor* . 
timity,  by  means  of  private  commontc»» 
tions  from  those  who  were  eye  witnesses 
of  the  scene,  of  properly  esUmating  this 
brilliant  conquest,  in  which  every  local 
circumstance  was  taken  advantage  of  by 
the  general,  and  his  judicious  views  so- 
conded  by  the  aenlous  support  and  deter* 
mined  gallantry  of  those  whom  he  con* 
manded. 

I  know  not  if  it  be  necessary  for  me  to 
submit  to  the  House  any  further  observft* 
tions  upon  this  subject,  being  satisfied  that  ^ 
the  impression  upon  the  mind  .of  every  . 
honourable  member  will  be«  so  strong, 
that  it  will  be  in  vain  for  me  to  attemptto  - 
add  to  it.    I  am  sure  that  the  House  will . 
concur  with  me  in  opinion,  that  the  pre* 
sent  case  fuHy  deserves  that  distinguished 
mark  of  approbation  which  parliament  is 
always  happy  to  be  enabled  by  evenu,  to 
confisr  npoo  t^  gtUaot  defenders  of  their ^ 
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CMtuUy  mi  '^km  tH^tu  I  almll tfaenfiMre 
tmmm  mjfwM  wMk  mtvnig,  "  TiMt  the 
TiMofaof  Ihit  Heoarboghpeiito  geaeral 
Idrd  TWMtti  WeUmg^o,  for  Um  fkitl, 
d«dMiit  iiuMifcifableexsrtioaSyandcoiiH 
stwiate  judlgnetn  mani/ested  by  him  in 
tik9t  rtoeol  ne^  of  CuMiad.  Itodrigo»  by 
ymtmh  Unifc  kftportaofe  lbrtrw»  has  been 
^veAedirooD  the  Miemy  in  tbe  short  ipac^ 
of  eU^e*  dm.'' 

.  €«ii«ral  TtutUi&m  seconded  the  nM«Mii» 
Mul  beg^td  to  add  ar  few  eKprosBiont  of 
adiBiralaon^  finm'm^,  not  omnely  §nm  kw 
hpB,  boi  diotaiad  by  hia  heart.  U  waa 
iiVpoMible,  ha  aatd>  to  add  a«y  thinf  ,  by 
brtUiaocy  of  de«rip4io»,  lo  tba*  lustra  of 
tbe:  lata  IraaactiMi ;  but  an  tba  ddmr  ga- 
B^al  in  that  Boaaa,  be  wisbad  to  point 
o«t  in .  i«  toMia  obaractanstio  nmtks  af 
BntiA  galiatitry.  Whalfaer  the  Mil  of 
thft  comaiaiider  in  chief,  or  the  bravrry  of 
hia  toaepa  were  vafbrrad  to»  he  djiefled  any 
aaiiao  to  prodoce  an  example  of  aiwHar 
apltandoar,  of  troops  so  steady  within  arnia, 
oe  10  silmiir  ia  atuicka  made  under  eotar 
of  thar  nigblL  10  tbekader  of  any  of  oai* 
CttUNBoa.  mwe  disabled,  the  cAiriy  of  bia 
taeops  wcfc  not  reifoed.  Wheir  what 
w^s  technically  called  ''  the  (brlem  hope" 
^vna  to>  be  ibrmed  for  the  purpose  ofi  tbe 
assanJtv  insMad  of  330  voluntaeie,  which 
wane,  required*  no  teas'  than  700  meff  in*- 
atnotly  oJBfered  fbamaelves'  from  only  two 
ragitnetitSk  He  would  not  waste  the  time 
oftbe-HoQse  by  forther  dilation,  since  it; 
w«a  inopossibla  for  the  geniui^  the  elo- 
^aence,  the  reaeorcfa,  or  tbe  memory,  of 
-"  ^  mMnbera  to  produce  an  achieve* 
whoae  fflory  at  all  eqoaUed  the 
of  the  capture  of  Ciudad  Rod- 
fifpn- 

Mr.  €.  Adam  made  a  single*  obsenra- 
tion^  in  which  he  suggested  tile  propriety 
o^eoaforring  some  additional  mark  of  gra- 
titude-«» lord  Wellington. 

Sir  m  Mcmgpmery  was  priyceeding  to 
"'■*^«  «•»•  misrepreaentatiott  of  what  he 
had  stated  on  the  question  of  voting  tfaanke 
to  loed  Minto^  when  be  was  interrapted 
b3»th«:  Speaker;  who  informed  him  that 
auoh-a  subject  waa  wholly  irrelevant  to  the 
Blatter  before  the  House. 

.  Mr.  JMMph  observed)  that  what  he 
vmn.  about  to  remark  might  be-  irrelevant 
also,  bat  km  ooold  not  help  inquiring  why 
■MDistera  had  not  proposed  at  Vote  of 
Hianka  to  general  Hilf,  for  the  defeat  of 
ganerai  Uirard,  at  Merida  ? 
'  Mr.  Arbmknot  was  anxioua  that  the 
o#  flutior  Napier  shnuld  not  be^for- 


«li 


gottasi  aaisongi  the  list  ef.  those  who  kai 
signally  dislmgaisbed  tbanwslvcs,  li# 
was  oae  ef  three  brothera  wke  had  t^ 
ceived  amaag  thtm^  elevm  wounds.  Tka* 
late  sir  John  Moore  had  exaaesaed  htafai|li- 
optntatt  of  this-  brave  omcer,'  wka  baA 
served  and  sofiesed*  in  hi»  countsy'i 
a»  moch  as  any  man  kt  the  army. 

General  Li^  paid  a  bigk  eei 
to  tbe  tidenta  ofi  hisd  WeMn^tony  in  i 
the  aouykad  perfect  cenfidience,wbelherktf' 
wes  actmg  on  the  defonaive^  or  laadinif  kia 
tivopa  to  the  atwek.  Another  ra«sa» 
w4uob  induced  faitni  to»  eenear  in  this  mm 
waa,  the  incmaamt  itweuMI  be  to  fmmf 
men  yet  undetermined  to  ccnamSMoe*  a^ 
career  of  glbry  in  the  amiy,  wben  they' 
heM  in  prospect  the  koanusakle  sennid 
which  was  now  bestowed. 

The  Vot»  of  Tkanka  to  lord  WeHinildn 
waa  then  passed,  nem;  eom  as  wen  tto 
the  followinf. 

Besolved»iieai.can.  <«  2:  That  th#thankv 
of  this  House,,  be  givwi  to  Kent,  general 
Thontaa  Orachsnii,  second'  in  eommaod,  to 
liedti  general  Thomas  Pictens  major>ge«« 
neaalt  the  boa.  Charles  Colirilte,  majsr  giP* 
nerai  Robert  eraufoid",  msjort-^ttepid 
Jekn  Wmdeleur,  and  to  eolenel  jDonuia 
Pack,  brigadier-general)  in  the  Fartugneaa 
service,  for  their  distingntshed  exertion» 
during  die  reoenfsiegeiN  Gindad  ftodiigo^ 
which  was  gioHously  tenoibated  by  tte 
successfol  AssauHof  thatin^nNtamfortraaa 
upon  the  evening  of  the  iMof  Jwboarf 
last.  3.  To  the  offieert  of  the  IKtiak 
and  Portugoeae  foroaa  who*  so  nobly  ted 
the  allied  tmopa  to*  the*  assault  of  Ciudad 
Rodrigo  updn  the  evening  ef  tbe  19th' of 
January  last^  and  brought' the  siege  tivn 
speedy  and  successfol' termination  by  ex- 
ertions of  the  most  signal  valour  and  in^ 
telligence.  4.  To  the  officers-  belong- 
ing to  the  corps  of  royal-  engineeM, 
and  to  the^  offieers  belonging*  to-  the 
royai  artillery  and  Pbrtugueae  arfill^^, 
serving  under  the  oomoMnd  of  lord  vie^r 
count  Wellington  at  the  recent  aeige  ofV 
Ciudad  RodriBo^  for  the<  profesaiMial 
ability  and'  indefotigable'  aeai  displayed 
by  them'  throughodt  the  openrtion.  5. 
Tliatthis  Home  dotli  most  highly  aohuewi* 
ledge*  and  approve  of  the  dls&ngoished* 
bravery^  zeal,  and  discipline  so  conspi« 
coottsly  displayed  by  the  nonKX>mrais* 
sioned' officers  and'  soldiers  of  tbe* British' 
and  Portuguese  forces  employed  in  tlln 
glorious  assault  of  Ciudad  Rbdrigo  opon^ 
tbe  evening  of  the  IMi  of  Januaiy  lair. 
6.  lliavthia  Hbttse-  dbtUvkfgbly  guktt&nw 
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Mge  m4  ^ftfrom  of  ilnr  g$^i  oMiAie^ 
nfifit  of  mtampvim^  f^tmm  uA  perse* 
T^fMM.  BMNKMicd  ^  li«  •tlver  getteHfl 
oAt«n^  eAeer%  non-oDtiimiuiNPiied  of* 
^mm  «iiA  tokivembtkHigiiig  fo  ihfelriliBh 
AMI  PoUOgiMM  flMr«^  wbicbstfttiKi  owto' 
tlMi  cooMMd  df  fiMMra>  k>rd  vi«MuM 
Wtltiwtwi  m  lit  niirMii  iiegt  of  GMaidf 

€>fictta,  TlM  Mil.  %«Uni> d^iieniff 
t1i#  lii  fteialiii#ii»to  g»Mi«l  ]«rdti»*^ 
cMuit  WeHingtMV  ^  an#  itov  k^  fteount 

to-  ih#  finttKii  cMMmttdiiig  tite  allMI' 
mfaMMr  at  llM  hMte  ilege'  mmA  eaplttM  6f 
Clodac)  RoddKOi 

]t«8o|¥iNl»  NfM.  ctfM.  That  an  hnBft^ 
AdklMa  be  pivMiiOid  IMvhb  PejNtl  higbMeak 
ther  Pmtif  Ibftfieoiv  That  b«  will  be  fra- 
dnmAy  i^mmm  «^  gi^e-  db<ecli0iwft  fh«r 
a  wottttttiAit  be  ereisted  Ift  ttatf  Catfiedral 
Cbar«b  of  Sci  Paul  London,  to*  tbe  oi^ 
itfory  of  twjof'general  N«iiry  liacbmndh, 
who  fell  gtorioutily  oo^  F9tlhrof  Janaary 
laM  in  the  aisaalt  of  Chidad  Rodrigo,  by 
wM«b  tteat  foMron  nibi  wrested  fl^ut^tbe 
liott'Of  vb«  eMiti3r;  att#  tb  a«ttt<e 
^  l%hiMt'  thav  tbia^  Hdust)  w4>n' 
gaod<  Um  e%€n€tf  attendftn];  fb^ 


Ma.  EBVM^f  Mon#ir  i«a  ii  doMHYttt 
oart«i-emiiLl^RSrfteitva;J  Mr.  £ilh^ 
roio  to  matoa  bis  premtsed  mo«foii>  on  tbbr 
sobjieet.  It  was,  be  aaid,  a  principle  ddf 
to  be  departed*  fran^  tbat  all  applitfatioos 
Uy  psdrliaomt  for  an^  increascT  of  tite  CitiI 
Li8t,<sboald  be  appeadt  to  tbe  josljee  ra>- 
tber  than  to  the  generosity  of  the  House. 
The  civil  list  was  intended  to  meet  the 
eapences  incfdent  to  the  support  of  the 
dignity',  power*  and  splendoor  of  the  royal 
esublishoaent.  It  Waa^  imkrpiftndeiit  of 
parliament  on  the  one  band',  and  ealcn^ 
lated  on  rbe  other  to  pnesenre  the  people 
iron  additional  bmrtnens.  When  once 
liflMted  by  parliament,  it' was  the  docy  of 
thfoee  who  superniteiid^d  and'cotitlroled  itr 
expenditare,  to  sqoare  their  measures  with 
the  allowance  given",  and  it  was  not  for 
parliament  to  keep  pace  with  ttN;ir  ek- 
traragance.  He  was  aware  thai  circum- 
stances might  arise  to  render  augmetttat* 
tion  necessary,  but  in  tbat  case  it  was' the 
duty  of  the  House  to  examine  whether 
that  arose  from  a  pmper  expenditure,  or 
from  mere,  idle  extravaganre.  They 
onght  to  see  tbat  a  real  necessity  eiiMed, 
and  not  grant  addltiens,  which  were  made 
neoeatary  by  Waaile.    Jt  was  under  ^se 


fMteiir  the  Ilduse  bnt  «e#ed^  in  1992f, 
when  Mr.  Ad^M]|totf  wMied  to^aunlhenf 
tbe  el¥i(  Ks&  He  bwdf  nioftfd  fef  the  tfp« 
pokitment  of  a  eonfmtttee,  wbicb  iai  and 
made'  sef erai^  reporu,  in  iome  brancbet 
reeommendingfariber  p^ymenlb,  in  otberr  ' 
retrenchment,  ikeordinig^  to'  the^  ret* 
perts,  tlie  eivif  Kstr  wafs  iugmenied  in  tlie^ 
suim'  of  W,e)Opt  and  hrfSket  by  the  taking' 
aw^  ehairgei^  formerly  bearln|;  upoWit, 
tdthe  amount  of  156,000/:  more.  The 
Bouse  had  also  in  (be  iate  bills,  but  with- 
oev  ittquii^  or  intestigatioto',  added 
190,00011  to  the  eiVii  list  It  was  his  trt^ 
tention=  to  calf  ^€  attetftien  of  tbe  House 
to  tbeke  ebrcumevances,'  and  to  shew  how 
far  tbe  expences  of  this  Hst  bad  exceeded 
the  eAimtiies  since  1'804.'  His  purpose 
was  te  rfiew  tbat  tbe  ftihds  were  noi^  ma* 
naged  Witb*  proper  economy.  Hie  cMl 
liMf  i^e^iittue  WardWided  into  nine  elassek; 
Tbe  fim,  consbriiing  of  salaries  to  the  roya^ 
family;  wa^  Kable  to  nb'  variation,  except^ 
from  the  increase  or  decrease  of  their 
ndmbek<,  antf  it  had-  aceondingly  diminish- 
ed  in  amount,  Owing  vo  tbe  late  death  of 
one^  of  the*  priiMessetf;  The-  ^cond  d^ai 
wia^dfMimlltti*dbiterfptfonr,  cont^iningtB)^ 
salerfes  to  the  Lord  €hancel!br>  the 
Speater  df  tbe'  Hbuae  ef  Commons,  atod* 
the  Judgea,  and'  conseduentlv^  susceptibhi 
of  no  variatSon;  Tbe  third  class  was  sida« 
rieatoministeffi  at  forei*gn  coihtsi  Thia 
bead;  in  1804,  was  estimated  at  ir2,S90K 
and  was  of  a  nature'  to  lessen  With  the 
diihinisbed  extent  of  our  foreignf  relatimttl 
Ittf  other  bead  consisted  of  pensions  to  mi-~ 
ntstens  in  retirement.  The  expences  of 
these  two  items  taken  together,  were  beMw 
tber  estimate,  though  they  had  increitftd' 
during  the  last  three  yeartf,  he'  believed, 
frem  the  increased  number  of  new  appoint* 
mentr.  In  the  fourth  clast  the  greatest 
e:^e)»  had  taken  place ;  namely,  for  ap- 
proved bills  of  trades-people  and  artiflcersL 
This  head  was,  in  1804,  estimated  at 
172,000/.;  but  in  1805,  it  amounted'  to 
296,000/.  This  great  excess  arose  in  the 
departments  of  tbe  Lord  Chamberlain  and 
ther  Lord' Steward.  Tbe  Lord  Chamber- 
laln^s  expenditure  bad  been  estimated  at 
65,000/.  but  in  1805,  it  rose  to  more  tHs^n^ 
dodblie  tbat  sum,  being  I35,000t  And  in 
other  subsequent  years,  it  had  reached  8 
still  higher  sum.  In  Mr.  Burke's  bill,  itf- 
Itroduced  in  1782,  for  the  put-pose  of 
limiting  and  controuling  this  department, 
it  was-  providec^  that  no'  expence  arising 
therein,  beyond  the  amount  of  1,000/. 
riiould'  be  fM  wlthdut  beiag^  pretiously 
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submiUed  to  the  Lord  Chamborlaiii»  and 
to  the  Treasury,  and  also  enacted  a  Tariety 
of  other  excellent  checks.  He  wished  to 
know,  if  these  regulations  had  been  at- 
tended to  ?  The  very  first  charge  in  the 
paper  before  them  was  3,522/.  for  a  Gothic 
entrance  to  the  Treasury;  which  is  a 
building,  as  erery  body  knows,  that  has 
no  style,  or  character  of  architecture 
about  it.  But  this  was  a  trifling  matter, 
compared  with  others.  The  repairs  for 
Windsor  for  four  years  amounted  to 
55,000/.  and  furniture  for  the  same  palace 
76,000/.  These .  undoubtedly  appeared 
.  Tery  large  sums ;  but  he  might  be  told, 
that  Windsor  being  peculiarly  the  royal 
residence,  the  expences  could  not  be  mea- 
sured on  a  common  scale.  If  Windsor, 
however,  was  the  royal  residence,  Ken- 
sington was  not:  for  the  expences  of 
Kensington,  he  saw  25,000/.  charged,  and 
for  what?  It  was  not  for  building  a 
house  suitable  to  the  residence  of  one  of 
the  junior  branches  of  the  royal  family, 
but  merely  for  repairing  and  altering  the 
suit  of  apartments  occupied  by  the  duke 
of  Kent !  Sixteen  thousand  pounds  were 
also  expended  in  altering  and  repairing 
apartmenu  for  the  princess  of  Wales;  and, 
in  addition  to  this,  there  was  a  charge  of 
56|000/.  for  furniture,  making  in  the  whple 
a  sum  of  nearly  100,000/.  expended  for 
repairing  and  furnishing  two  sets  of  apart- 
ments !-— He  was  most  willing  to  contribute 
liberally  to  every  thing  consistent  with  the 
splendour  of  royalty;  but  when  parlia- 
ment gave  such  allowances  to  these  royal 
personasres,  and  some  of  them  also  held 
high  and  lucrative  offices,  it  was  not  right 
to  pass  over  such  matters  without  inquiry, 
and  the  enactment  of  further  checks,  if 
those  already  imposed  were  found  to  be 
insufficient.  With  regard  to  the  Lord 
Steward's  department,  it  was  estimated  in 
1804*  at  75,000/.  the  following  year  it  was 
]29,0t)0/.  A  litile  more  economy  had, 
indeed,  prevailed  in  the  next  year,  but 
within  the  last  three  years  the  expendi- 
ture had  again  increased.  Last  year,  one 
of ,  gloom  and  despondency  on  account 
of  the  illness  of  his  Majesty,  it  would  have 
^  been  expected  to  be  much  diminished; 
but  on  the  contrary,  it  amounted  to 
]  15,424/.  an*  excess  which  could  not  be 
accounted  for  by  the  depreciation  of  the 
currency,  which,  even  by  alarmists,  could 
not  be  taken  at  50  per  cent. .  In  his  opi- 
nioa,  great  reform  was  necessary  in  this 
department. — ^Although  many  of  these 
things  taken  separately  were  hardly  worth 


detailtag,  yet   when    p«t   tmjether   the 
amount  was  very  serious.    It  mieht  be 
said  that  it  waadifficult  to  suggest  reforms  ; 
but  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  carry  into 
effisct  those  principles  of  reform  which 
were  suggested  in  1782,  namely,  supply- 
ing by  contract  instead  of  purveyance^ 
al^lisbing  useless  offices  in  the.household» 
and  paying  by  salaries  instead  of  perqui- 
sites.   He  should  just  mention  One  great 
abuse  on  this  bead.    The  charge  for  can- 
dles alone  were  20,000/.  and  yet  it  might 
well  be  supposed,  that  the  object  of  this 
royal  illummation  was  not  so.  much  to  ad- 
minister satisfaction  to  the  royal  family 
by  this  transient  splendour,  as   to    put 
money  in  the  pockets  of  those  who  had 
perquisites  from  those  candles.    In  some 
departments  no  reform    was  necessary. 
None  could  be  better  managed  than  that 
of  the  Master  of  the;Horse,  where  no  such 
incrc^ase  of  ezpence  bad  taken  place  as.in  . 
most  of   the    other  departments. -i- The 
sixth  head  of  expenditure  consisted  of 
Pensions,  but  these  did  not  require  any 
notice  at    present,  as  be   believed    the 
whole  of  their  amount  did  not  exceed  the 
sum  which  was  fixed  in  Mr.  Burke's  bill- 
Neither  should  he  say  any  thpng  on  the  . 
seventh    and  eighth   classes  of   expen- 
diture   under    the    Civil   List   Revenue, 
but  proceed  to  the  ninth    class,  which 
contained   various  items  well    deserving 
the  attention  of  the  .  House,  as  he  con- 
ceived it  had  been  subject  to  great  abuses. 
The  estimate  of  1804,  for  Home  Secret 
Service  money,  was  10,000/.  and  this  sum 
was  annually  charged  like  an  annuity,  as 
if  nothing  ever,  caused  it  to  vary  in  the 
slightest  degree.     This  he  considered  as 
somewhat  curious.  The  second  item  was  for 
Special  Service  and  Royal  Bounty,  which 
had  greatly  exceeded  the  estimate.     This 
had  bee;n  accounted  for,  by  saying  that 
some  new  classes  of  payments  were  added 
to  this  account ;  but  would  the  same  apo- 
logy apply  for  the  rise  from  12,000/.  in 
1804,  to  31,000/.  in  1808,  and  32,000/.  in 
1810?    Within  the  last  year,  however,  it 
appeared  to  be  reduced  to  11^,496/. ;  and 
he  really  thought  some  explanation^  was 
due  to  the  House  on  a  subject  where  such 
variations  of  expence  took  place.—- The 
next  head  of  expence  to  which  be  begged 
to  call  their  atention».  was  that  of  Extraor- 
dinary Disbursements  to  Foreign  Ministers. 
This,doubt]ess,was  a  subject  of  considerable 
delicacy ;  and  he  might  probalSly  be  told 
that  it  belonged  to  the  very  nature  of  secret 
service  money  of  this  aort,  that  the  pur- 
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poses  for  wWcb  it  was  eirpended  shook) 
not  be  disclosed.     He  was  aware  of  the 
force  of  this  reasoniqg,  and  that  it  might 
be  both  unjof  t  to  indiTidaals  and  injurioas 
to  the  interests  of  the  cotrntry,  to  publish  in 
what  way  these  snmt  iirere  disposed  of : 
b«i  he  must  be  allowed  to  obserre,  that  a 
▼ery  larffe  sum  was  annually  appropriated 
oat  of  the  supplies,  for  the  purpose  of 
secret  service  money;  and  was  it  to  be 
bome»  that  the  same  sort  of  expenditure 
ahoald  also  be  mixed  up  with  the  ▼arions 
charges  on  the  Ci?i]  List  revenue  ?     He 
should  be  most  unwilling  to  examine  with 
rigiif  severity  into  these  disbursements  to 
Foreign  Mimsters,  particularly  where  they 
ma]r  have  consisted  in  pavments  for  secret 
service  :  but  still  it  wovid  be  a  foir  subject 
of  enquirv  "for  a  commiuea,  what  ireceipu 
and  vouchers  had  been  given  in  to  the  Trea- 
surv  ;  and  still  more,  why  two  services 
had  been  mixed  up  together,  and  secret 
service  money  charged  on  the  civil  list, 
while  so  large  an  annual  sum  was  appropri- 
ated by  parliament  for  that  very  purpose. 
But  the  same  reasons  of  delicacy  and  dan- 
ger as  to  any  explanation  about  secret  ser- 
vice money  would  not  extend  to  the  equi- 
page expenses  of  foreign  ministers.    It 
would  be  necessary  for  the  committee  to 
examine  why  large  sums  had  been  given 
for  the  outfit  of  some  ministers  who  had 
never  gone  out  to  the  place  of  their  destina- 
tion.    One  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Ar- 
bothnot)  had  on  a  former  night  expressed 
his  willingness  to  give  every  explanation 
with  regard  to  the  expences  of  the  em- 
bassy on  which  he  had  been  employed. 
This  explanation  he  trusted  to  hear  that 
night;   for  really  he  cpuM  not  see  at 
present  why  a  sum  of  more  than  40,000/. 
should  stand  against  that  right  hon.  gen* 
tleman's  name,  as  the  amount  of  extraor- 
dinary disbursements  on  his  embassy  to 
CoQstanthiople ;  and  why  it  was  at  all 
necessary  to  build  a  palace  for  the  British 
legation  at  that  capital,  which  should  cost 
20,900/.— The  next  charge  was  that  of 
Contingent  Expences   of  the  Treasury. 
This,  in  1804,  was  calculated  at  1.5<X)/. 
but  had  gradually  increased  to  between 
4fifiOL  and  5,000i.— He  trusted  that  he 
had,    upon  the   whole,  established   suffi- 
cient ground  for  the  House  going  into  a 
Committee  of  enquiry    on  this  subject. 
There  was  every  appearance  that  in  the 
course  of  no  long  period,  the  House  would 
have  to  seule  tli^  amount  of  the  civil  list. 
This  was  an  event  to  be  looked  forward  to 
in  the  common  comrse  of  nature ;  and. 
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-therefonre,  the  House  should  not  be  unpre* 
pared  to  come  to  a  right  determination 
upon  it  Upon  all  these  grounds  he  shotiki 
now  move,  '*  That  a  ^lect  Committee 
be  appointed  to  consider  of  the  charge 
upon  the  Civil  List  Revenue;  and  that  they 
do  report  the  samie,  with  their  observations 
thereupon,  to  the  House/' 

Mr.  Ariuiknoi  said,  the  hon.  gmitleman 
who  had  just  sat  down  had  so  particularly 
called  upon  him,  that  he  hoped  the  House 
would  excuse  him  if  he  rose  thus  early  in 
the  debate.  He  should  not  follow  the 
hon.  gentlemalf  through  the  whole  of  his 
statement,  but  he  begged  to  mention  one 
obvious  reason  why  it  appeared  to  him 
impossible,  that,  without  injury^  to  the 
public  interests^  and  without  in|nstice  to 
private  individuals,  the  House  should  grant 
the  Committee  moved  for  by  the  hon. 
gentleman,  at  least  as  far  as  it  related  to 
foreign  ministers.  Ht  was  sure  the  House 
W9B  not  aware  of  the  detriment  which  fre~ 
quently  ensued  from  the  publicity  given 
to  the  dispatches  of  ministers  sent  bv  this 
Gountiy  to  foreign  courts.  In  order  to 
shew  the  injurious  consequences  which 
sometimes  follow  from  the  publication  in 
this  countrv  of  the  dispatches  of  foreign 
mbisters,  he  beared  ledve  to  state  a  cir- 
cumstance that  occurred  to  him  in  one  of 
the  missions  in  which  he  had  had  the 
honour  of  being  employed.  It  would  be 
obvious  to  the  House,  that  he  could  not, 
with  propriety,  mention  the  place,  or  the 
names  of  the  persons  to  whom  be  was' 
alluding ;  but  the  fact  he  meant  to  state 
was,  that  it  once  happened  to  him,  when 
employed  upon  a  mission  of  considerable 
importance  to  the  interests  of  this  country, 
to  beupon  terms  of  the  most  confidential  inii- 
macv  with  the  minister  of  an  allied  power, 
resident  at  the  same  court.  That  minister 
received  dispatches,  with  the  contents  of 
which  it  was  of  essential  consequence  that 
he  (MrrArbuthnot)  should  be  acquainted. 
It  was  of  the  more  consequence,  because 
it  frequently  occurred  that  the  ministers  of 
foreign  courts  received  more  regular  dis* 
patches  than  our  ministers  did  ;  and,  at  the 
very  time  to  which  he  was  alluding,  it  did 
so  happen  that  he  had  not  received  any 
dispatches  from  this  country.  The  only 
means  he  had  of  ascertaining  the  relations 
subsisting  between  bis  own  court  and  that 
of  the  minister  to  whom  he  was  referring^ 
were  from  a  perusal  of  the  dbpatches  re- 
ceived b  J  that  minister.  He  accordingly 
applied  for,  and  obtained,  perteission  to ' 
pefuse  those  dispatches,  which  were  of  a 
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happoMd  40  kiiiiiitlf,  rekled^adhi  to  ium 
of  a  JiMch  more  curioiii  ^d  ioifiiprlaot 
n%%mm.  ib^dU  not  feel  ^bioiMtf  at  Jifeertjr 
toftite  tlie  p«iiQiil«0;  it  w«f'«afide«t 
to  mtf,  ituMt  e¥«a  ibe  «alti$i«i  «f  fiuop^ 
iay^(fai  M  ihiit  4ma  kM«  soanod  te  deiparf 
iipM  b»  iImni,  friend  havwg  a^iM  cofl»> 
iiMPicirtion  with  Umm  io  'vulKim  bo  w 
4iroctod  ^  wifoW  kiaudtf  eonMontiallr ; 
taL«ufih  mm  ibe  jenjottif  ooUrtttned  bf 
oU  lomftore  in  eoDao^iittneo  of  *he  p«b» 
lioilf  giiroa  4o  4ii9palcmMn  this  conotiy, 
4h»t  k  •fW-aonmereddAngeroMiojcoiii^ 
morning  witb  ibe  ntkmters  4f -ibif  eoort. 

Witb  irogivi  to  fab  onhh  foewtiiary  so- 
comit««  bt  mmi  to  ciocanaliiiicftd  4b»t  bb 
hftd  ao  esttiiie  ^o  nefco  £or  not  giviojg  m 
f«U  dotail  of  tben;  Abere  wmt  no  explm- 
noiion  frbkb  bo  wos  not  foody  and  wiil*> 
iof  to  giiro.  [Hove  tboflo  waj  »  geneml  crjr 
of  Hoar;  boor !  j  But  be  wUbed  to  stand  at 
it  ffore  IB  tbe  gap  between  ibe  House  and 
olber  nifHsteiv  wbo  bad  bora  oaifiloyed 
in  foreign  Oiisaioos*  sad  vbo,  some  of  tbeas* 
migbt  be  differently  ctneiMastaoced  from 
Umself.  U  mifll^  bo  urged*  tbat  if  it 
w«ro  neoeaaary  coat  tbose  oocret  exponoee 
sbooid  be  locwrody  tboy  o«gbt  to  be  do* 
frayed  ont  of  tbe  Secret  ^iomoo  Mottey^ 
not  out  adf  tbe  Ci^ii  List.  The  obserratioa 
wo«U  bo  «no  wbiobbe  ahoald  not  lureteod 
to  disputo ;  biH  still  it  migl^t  bappeo,  as 
in  partjcnlar  instances  it  bad  adoally  bap* 
pened^  that  this  oocild  not  altrays  be  tho 


40  nafcie  k  evMont  tbat  it  «iie  ne^ 
jeejawy  lor  him  io  support  4be  repreeita 
tioMofthataHttiiler*  and  be  bad«  at  tbe 
ikn^  «o  'Other  grooads  npon  wbicb  to 
frras  bis  ooadoet^aot  baaing,  as  be  bad 
before  ataiod,  seooifod  apy  ineumctaotts 
fiom  Im  oim  coait*  It  Aspytwad  tbta, 
about  tbat  time*  Eaf^iA  fiaptm  wpra  ce*- 
fmtad  at  tba  jpkoe  to  fibaob  be  was  al- 
InHs^  OQBtaining  saaio  pabUc  diiv^tobas 
vfakb  had  beta  piiitfed  by  ordor^ol  thai 
Hoasc^  and  wbieht  if  be  might  be  par- 
aiitted  to  sajr  so»  bad  bettor  bave  been 
fciEq[>tae€iat*  Tbe  instont  tHit  tbeas  papers 
iPere  foosffed*  tbe  minisler,  vritb  wbam 
be  was  in  coaMence^raluaed  aay  lonm 
to  make  those-  comnwiirtuatioof  to  bua, 
attedgiag,  that  he  coidd  not  do  it  oea* 
ristenHy  with  ^  oem  sa£s^.  If  tbat 
mteistor  had  aetod  apontbat  lesolatioa, 
be  (Mr.  Arbuibaot)  would  have  been  at  a 
lose  what  coadact-to  pnraoe.  -  Circam* 
slpftoes  bad  oecorrad  whieb  soemed  to  ik^ 
dkato  tbat  tbe  coori,  to  wbicb  tbat  maiis^ 
tor  beloapod^  was  net  so  intimatfJy  con- 
aacied  with  theeoartof  LeaAon  as  be  had 
profiously  aappased  it  to  be  ;  akboagh* 
ibdoed,a0  beaHorwards  ascertoiSMd^ilieaa 
were  but  maie  appoaraooea.  la  tbe  dif- 
ficulty into  wbicb  be  bad  beoti  broa^t, 
and  bfoagbt  by  tba  indiscreet  paWtoatioa 
of  dispatches  at  heaM,  ha  bad  bat  oae 
ooame  to  pnrsuc.  He  reqnestod  tbe  fo*- 
reign  miaiston  to  whom  be  was  alladiag, 
,  to  inform  him  at  least  bearihe  coart  which 
that  minister  raprosoatad  and  the  eoort  of 
Iioniott  were  acttag  togelber ;  and  at  tbe 
saam  time  be  deelaved  to  him  tbat,  if  this 
iaformatton  wore  withheld,  be  ooald  no 
Ipnger  eoatiaoo  to  soppoft  his  repreienta^ 
ti(»s.  Witb  this  request  tbat  minister  at 
length  c6mpliad,  but  it  was  open  condi- 
tioa  that  ba  would  proawse,  apon  bis 
bonoar,  tbat  these  conuaunicatioBs  ahoald 
net  be  transauttod  to  England  in  bis  pub* 
lie  dispatebes*  He  gave  the  promise  ro<- 
ouired,  but  be  asked  permiseion  to  convey 
tm  iftformation  in  prirate  letten,  to  wbicb, 
after  aroch  entreaty,  tbe  ministor  con- 
sented. This  circumstance  feaunded  bim 
of  an  obsenratioo  made  once  by  a  member 
of  tbat  House  (by  a  neMe  lord  he  bebered) 
that  he  could  not  understand  what  was 
meant  by  prtrato  lettors  from  foreimi 
ministors*  He  begged'  to  aasare  tbe 
Hoaae,  that  if  it  wen  net  for  each  privato 
communications,  no  forman  aainister  wonki 
ba  able  to  discbarge  Uto  duties  of  bis 
mission.  An  bon.  friend  of  -bis  opposito 
to  him  had,  upon  bis  njaaiioning  what  bad 


He  begged  also  to  stato,'tbat  it  was  not 
merely  the  pablieity  given  to  diplomatic 
papetB  which  produced  tbe  whole  of  tbe 
iojury.  It  was  to  the  very  principle  of 
such  publicity  to  which  hie  mast  otijeot* 
It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  persons  on 
the  continent,  uaacqaainted  with  oar 
usages,  could  be  aware  ef  tbe  eximit  to 
which  we  made  our  dispatofaer  public ;  but 
when  they  mw  tbat  so  much  publicity' 
was  given  to  whaterer  was  connected  witb 
oar  mplomatic  relations,  how  could  they 
he  sure  tbat  their  names  and  their  cam* 
munications  would  net  also  be  made 
known  to  tbe  world.  This  was  e  point 
wbicb  be  was  most  anxious  to  press  upoa 
the  attention  of  the  House,  because  it  waa 
one  which  most  materially  afiectad  oar 
iaterests  in  our  iititercourse  witb  foreiga 
natieas. 

He  triMted  tbat,  before  he  sat  down,  be 
sboald  be  able  to  satisfy  tbe  House  tbat 
tbare  wei«  sacb  cheeks  upon  tbe  disburse* 
mentoef  foreiga  nnaistorsy  as  wodd  render 
tbn  appaiatmeni  of  Ae  proposed  Corn- 
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>»iltn>w»Heywy,  m  fer  ti  ie»$fc  w  the 
MCMHKita  of  4b«»e  mtiiiAii  Inmw  coa- 

lilfc»  ^^wtition  mkick  be  .had  prMQit«4. 
ilte>wn  ^b$rmi  ^^ixmi  Us  Mm*  wts 

«7^7/.    ile  siMMild  olii9s  Ae  hM4f  of 
^iqpo^te  i«  «t  4iffirrem  forn  foMn  that  in 
JPJlicb  thfli^r  wcM  UM  before  ^  Houm  ; 
Ab^  «iunt,  Aowaver,  v^uld  ^  ik$  hm^, 
tm  h*  (boiu^  tJh»t  4he  tn^Ae  4s  ahoiikl 
#«rMe  would  iMjoe  4iM  .sobjecunoK^  in- 
^lligtbje.     Thfi    diflbmit  .h^ilfl    oodtr 
wiMck  be  *propoi«d  to  oUat  tbam  mure, 
Xim*  ihoie  reJatipg  to  the  BriiUb  pounce 
4MmtAd  ^tiGonsiMtineple :   Secoodly*  Ibe 
MKiMmliiiMy^MbtfrMiiieoteQf  Af  piMfliiio: 
0ni  tbirdly^  tJU  ccuDpeaMtioo  he  bid  re- 
iCfitnd  ibr  bis  «wn  iessot.    Tba  bon.  gen- 
4lfff»sMi  deeired  koia^w,  why  it  waeneoet- 
fpry  <o  ereat  e  pelace  nt  Gocqtantinoplc. 
iie  wi^uld  gi?e  him,  be  b«f^,  a.Mtij»fec- 
Amy  mMnrer*    He  was  afraid  be  ibeiild 
jUOBpMi  too  \oug  upon  the  time  of  ibe 
Mpim  in  i^tih^   tbete  details,  <but  he 
itnwied  -he  aboold  be  pdrdoQod-    It  was 
^MOMaMv  10  ttate  (that  tncb  fi!as  the  iia- 
4fMe  of  JPe«a,  lbeMbiuib4>f  CoiuUptioDple, 
in  «ifbiob  foiaign  rmioistars  j'wded*  both 
with  rcegacd  tonbpneaiand  stceelt*  that  it 
.was  imposttble  to  Bod  a  hoose  there  U  for 
a  miiii»tar  lo  Ivre  in.  Of  tbisiict^hui  hon. 
tfrieod.wbo  locceaded  «bim,  be  .was  aare, 
f«as  oooTiaeed,  and  .would  confirm  bis 
^rtntomant.    Not  only  ibe  mwre  powesfnl 
.4Nkti«M0f  JBorope.but^ven  all.  the  Mnailcr 
ijfloef,  jfthtfb.aent .  emhiMies .  to  Conatanti- 
e,ihad  palacfls  aanasifd, to  -  their,  mi*- 
ilfi.&cioer  ^iaie9»  avben  there  was 
i«ei  *be  same  poMcai  importaoce  attached 
.lOribe  Aritieh  4ous«on  tt>  CQastantioople, 
•lbat.ih«Be  has  iaeen%  been,  the  Britiah 
ijBMMtorbed  apalaoe,.aDd  that  palace  had 
ibfen  Mhabited  a  osmocy  .ago  by  Mr. 
Wortley  Montague,  and    being  entimiy 
rrampoiHNi  ofjWQMiit.bMi  been  hwad  im- 
.fMii»ihl»  to^repair  it.    Wbeo  Jord  Elfin 
tfiaaaittbe  Forte,  tbereheing  ao-Pjiaoob 
ilMnbaijwrior  iheoe,  his  loidsbip  .ocimpiad 
rAbOiVaenob  paiace.    Aat  ijlie  P«rte  .baing 
desicMiis  of  t^aAiCsaliQg  ate .  ceape  ct-isr  tWs 
.tfomttry,  gave  a  piMe  «f  grosnd,  jmd.  un- 
wlianooktoboiidapalaoe  fer  ibe  Bfiilitfa 
umoiator.    iL#id  £lgin  tboogbft  it  aaims- 
.aaryAo  aend  fer  aeohiMois  ifomi  other 
^ammliias.to.aupoDiiitand  the  araction  of 
•the  palace,  .as  other.miaiaiars  tb||d  done, 
.«yad«noi^  jMiiid  it  jiraeaittng  to  iboiTork-' 
.fthtamaaor.    The  .Piicte,  as  be  had  al- 
««aadAr.«iat^Jbad  aamt  Wma%  jrfaanttKl 


the  money  (or  ibe  araetioii  o^  this  palao?. 
The  gronad  aUott^  was  sJbio  ^ry  eyten- 
aira,  as  the  Parte  ijuitlad  thai  the  British 
palace  sboaU  .be  aa  aaparior  to  others,  as 
Qor  caart  was  then,  in  iheir  estim«MiovD# 
^nperior  to  thai  of  ^  otber  nations  of 
Europe.  When  lord  BAgtn  left  ConataiOjh 
nople,  ibe  palace  was  not  finished ;  the 
bmlding,  bowerer,  was  conaidenfcly  ad* 
;ranced ;  the  ontaide  waUs  and  some  of  tbo 
inner  walls  baring  bean  erected.    . 

His  lordship  wa^  socceed/ed  ai  C^nsian- 
tinople  by  Mr.  Drqmmond,  who  disAikad 
the  residence  in  that  country  so  mndi»  that 
ba.wxole  home  io  be  recaUfd,  and  there- 
fore did  noiitake  upcm  himself  the  troaUe 
or  respoQsibi^ty  of  ifiaUbing  the  pabce ; 
be,  boweTor,  bad  ii  covered  over,  leaf- 
ing it  to  fitiara  anbaasadors  to  /eoviplate 
it.   Snob  waa  the  suua  of  the  palaoe  when 
be  (Mr.  Arbnthnot)  was  appointed  to  the 
Tufkiah  embassy.      Upon  bis  arriiral  at 
ConatantiMpIa  be  learnt  from  Mr.  Suation 
what  was  the  actual  state  of  the  palace^ 
and  be  wsw  infisnned  by  him,  that  it  SMst 
immedtataly  be  completed,  as  tbere  was 
aot  any  oiber  residence  even  fit  for  a 
ministatr.of  the  bweai  order  to  ceside  in. 
Under  fhese  circumstances  ha  felt.it  ta  be 
bis  doty. to  write. to  lord  Harcowby,  tben' 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  foreign l^iiaai^ 
mant,  .for  ioatmctioaa  bow  be  was  io 
act..    His  lordabip  gare  Um discretional 
powera,  it  being  tmposaible  on  accanoi  lot 
the  distance  of  the  two  courts  to  give  pre- 
cise directions;  but  bis  lordship  desired, 
bowaver,  that  the  gaaemmant  mi^^  be 
appriaed  and  consalted  before  any  hrg a 
.axpences.were  incurred*     As  ha  fomid 
tbat.a  large  sum  would  .be  necessary,  bo 
wrote  home  to  lord  Molgraie,  who  had 
succeeded  loffd  Hanowby,  and  atated  ibat» 
in ofdar  to  aaie  the  pnblic  jnone y,iie  ip- 
tended  u>  sell  a  part  of  the.  ground,  though 
it  jwould  be  injurious  to  the  view  ^  tbo 
f  alace,.and  be  did  aotoally  agree  to  cell 
apMTtfiMr&X^op/.  limdMulgfaKesantbiai 
,4treciiiM9Slo  ecMoplete  ibe  basldiog  of  ibe 
palftte.    SaoQtafter  the  acrival  jo£  these 
MMtfttctioas  ifirom  lord  »Mu)grave,.be  was 
iaformed  of  a  .circsMartanQe  of  whicbbe 
was  .not  befWe  amafe,  'tis,  jtbat  as.iha 
Aioond  had  been^pardiiased  by  the  Porte 
.^r^dBkiiish  pAlace,  it  jvoMid  poobablv 
^Aoffiuice  if.aoy.part.of  ^it.seresoln. 
ibis  induced  bim  to  apply  to  ibe  persons 
to  .whom  ha  bad  agraad  tosell  the  gsoa^), 
and  to.Eaonast  that  itbey  would  restore, it 
tihb>*B*-*^cb  of  oourye  increased  iheai- 
fienfic.     Uadar.dMse.ciccnmitancesvba 
(S  A) 
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proceeded  with  the  baiMing*  which  e«r- 
tainljT  was  apon  m  very  eziaoMTe  tctle ; 
but  he  was  not  responsible  for  its  sise^  as 
H  had  been  begun,  and  the  walls  as  his 
had  already  stated,  had  been  built  Y^f 
lard  Elgin.  He  wonld  now  state  the  dtf- 
^rent  sums  which  he  had  drawn  for  on 
this  accoont— -he  would  state  the  details 
if  the  House  thought  it  necessary.  [Here 
there  was  a  cry  of  no,  no !]  The  sum 
drawn  for  was  large,  but  as  the  boikling 
was  immense,  as  large  he  belicTed  as  was 
ever  inhabited  by  a  private  indiTidoal,  he 
trusted  that  the  House  would  not  think 
that  the  expence  had  been  eztreTagant. 
His  hon.  fnend  opposite  to  him  (Mr. 
Adair,)  who  had  seen  the  palace,  would, 
he  ^as  confident,  confirm  this  part  of  his 
stateihent,  and  would  satisfy  the  Honse 
that  the  expence  incurred  in  the  decora* 
tions  or  furniture  was  not  greater  than  was 
absolutely  necessary.  In  addition  to  the 
expence  of  buildins  the  palace,  was  that 
of  furnishing ;  and  he  was  obliged  to  pro- 
cure the  chief  part  of  the  furniture  from 
this  country.  The  sum  necessary  for  this 
purpose  (the  expence  of  carriage  and 
freightage  being  ?ery  great)  amounted  to 
5,S  t7(.  The  Touchers  for  every  shilling 
of  these  sums  were  deposited  in  the  fo« 
reign  office.  He  begged  leave  here  to 
•tate,  that  when  his  salary  was  arranged. 
It  was  understood  that  he  should  find  a 
house  to  reside  in  without  any  expence  to 
himself;  but  that  not  behig  the  case,  it 
had  been  deemed  reasonable  that  he 
should  be  reimbursed  the  expence  he  was 
put  to  in  procuring  one.  In  this  opinion 
the  succeeding  goTemments  with  which 
he  corresponded  had  concurred*  In  ad* 
ditien  to  the  above  sutns,  he  had  been 
forced  to  the  necessity  of  drewinfffor 
1,000/.  under  the  cireumstances  which  he 
would  state  to  the  House.  It  was  his 
usual  practice  to  take  from  the  banker  at 
Constantinople  the  varions  sums  which  he 
wanted  on  public  account,  and  the  go? em- 
inent here  had  uken  such  a  length  of  time 
to  examine  and  to  pass  his  accounts,  that 
the  sum  which  he  had  mentioned  had  be« 
come  dne  to  the  banker  for  interest  before 
the  money  was  remitted  from  Great  Bri- 
tain. He  was  sure  that  the  House  would 
not  think  that  a  debt  so  incurred  ought  to 
fall  on  him ;  and  he  must  here  remark,  that 
the  tardiness  evinced  by  each  succeeding 
government  to  pass  his  accounts,  sup* 
ported  as  they  were  by  the  most  unobjec- 
tionable vouchers,  «flR>rded  no  mean  preof 
that  the  pnblic  4isb«rsemenU  of  foreign 


miittsters  were  snAciently  checked  and 
eontrouled.  He  had  also  to  pay  interest  for 
money  ad  vahced  by  his  banker  to  him,  bat 
he  had  taken  care  to  separate  all  the  sums 
which  were  on  his  private  account,  from, 
that  which  was  advanced  for  the  pnblic 
service.  He  now  came  to  the  second 
head,  which  was  that  of  extraordinary  dia<- 
birsemenu.  The  first  item  was  for  mes- 
sengers, 3,133/.  9s.  Bid.  He  did  not 
Imow  whether  this  would  appear  to  be  a 
lar^  sum  for  messengers,  but  upon  hia 
arrival  at  Constantinople,  he  put  the 
establishment  of  messengers  upon  the  moat 
economical  footing.  He  did  not  permk 
them  to  be  upon  the  usual  footing  of  dm»» 
sengen  from  En^and,  but  ascertained  the 
expence  of  their  joomies,  and  he  paid 
them  accordingly.  He  had  to  carry  on  e 
very  extensive  correspondence'  not  only 
with  En^and,  but  yt'xth  Pctersburgh, 
Vienna,  BMdad,  Egypt,  the  Morea, 
Albania,  and  other  places  which  it  was 
not  necessary  to  enuitierete«  He  had 
also  to  sute,  that  in  consequence  of  the 
great  insecerity  of  the  roads,  he  couU 
scarcely  ever  carry  on  his  correspondence 
by  the  post,  but  was  obliged  to  send  mea- 
sengers.  He  therefore  hoped  the  House 
would  not  think  the  expence  too  large. 

The  next  item  he  had  to  state  was 
that  of  presents  and  money  given  to  jania- 
saries.  It  was  necessary  to  observe,  that 
a  foreigil  minister  could  not  obtain  aa 
audience  with  the  ministers  of  the  Porte 
without  upon  every  occasion  making  pre*- 
sents  to  them  :««tne  sum  charged  for  this 
purpose  was  1,809/.  lOt.  5|d.  It  misrht 
be  supposed  that  as  he  gave,  so  he  me 
received  presents  in  return;  but  this  waa 
not  the  fact,  hehad  never  received  a  sin* 
gle  present,  except  two  pelisses  at  his 
public  audiences  from  the  Sultan,  which 
was  in  conformity  with  the  custom  of  that 
court. 

The  foreign  ministers  of  other  courts 
constantly  received  preseau;  he,  how- 
ever, had  never  done  so;  but  he  claimed 
no  merit  fnm  this  circomstance,  as  his 
iounediate  predecessor  Mr.  Drammond 
had  first  pnt  an  end  to  that  practioer^ 

It  had  also  been  the  custom  of  die  fo* 
reign  minislers  to  receive  considerable 
sums  of  money  from  those  persons, who 
were  onder  the  protection  of  the  mission^ 
but  he  had  never  received  any  such  sums; 
here  again  be  claimed  no  merits  as  Mr, 
Drammond  had  also  abolished  that  prao-  . 
tice.  He  had  therefore  distinctly  testate, 
that  ahhoogh  he  had  made  presents  te 
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Mhtn,  he  nef%r  had  io  a  single  itwUnee 
veceiTed  one  himaelf.  (A  general  cry  of 
liear!  heariy 

The  next  item  in  the  fTcc^mnt  waa 
1863/.  12«.  9i.  for  dragoaoani.  In  former 
times  when  our  anisions  to  Constantinople 
,  were  more  of  a  coramercial  tbaa  a  politi- 
cal nature,  and  belonged  in  fact  more  to 
the  Levant  Company  than  to  the  goTem- 
aienk,  the  ezpence  of  dragomans  was  de- 
frayed by  the  Levant  Company;  bat 
when  it  became  necessary  to  sen<han  em* 
bassy  purely  political  to  Constantinople, 
that  Company  refused  to  any  longer  defray 
the  expence  of  the  dragomans,  and  it  of 
•coarse  fell  upon  ^o? ernment. 

Under  these  circamstances,  it  became 
bis  duty  to  pay  the  dragomans,  and  this 
lie  had  done  in  the  most  economical  man- 
ner. 

The  various  sums  he  had  already  enn- 
merated  amounted  to  above  30,000/,  not 
one  single  shilling  of  which  had  in  point 
of  fict  passed  through  his  hands.  The 
banker  at  Constantinople  had  advanced 
the  money ;  he  examined  the  accounts, 
and  regularly  transmitted  the  vouchers  to 
bis  government. 

The  next  item  was  for  extraordinary 
expences.  Wbmi  he  went  on  the  missioD, 
bis  salary  as  paid  net  to  him,  was  fixed  at 
6,452/.  but  he  soon  found  that  it  was  im* 
possible  for  him  to  live  upon*  that  salary, 
for  his  expences  amounted  to  double  that 
sum.  He  in^mediately  informed  his  coart 
of  that  circumstance.  Being  at  that  time 
Bnable  on  account  of  dotoiestic  circum- 
stances to  attend  as  much  as  he  could 
have  wished  to  all  the  details  of  his  esta«- 
bHshment,  he  requested  bis  friend  the 
Rosnan  minister,  si-  de  lulinski,  to  exa- 
mine the  state  of  his  expenditure,  and  to 
S've  his  opinion  whether  6r  not  it  was  too 
rge.  [Here  Mr.  Arbothnot  read  a  letter 
firom  M.  de  Italinskt>  stating  that  he 
tbonght  his  establishment  much  too  small; 
in  particular,  be  said  it  was  deficient  in 
Tolets  and  livery  servants,  as  a  great  de- 
l^ree  of  shew  ami  splendour  was  necessary 
m  that  place.  He  also  added,  that  as  tlie 
price  of  every  article  was  daily  increas- 
u^  h»  expences  WQuld  anoually  exceed 
150/)00  piastres,  about  10^000/.] 

I^ing,  as  he  had  already  suted,  that 
be  could  not  live  upon  hia  salary,  he  wrote 
booM  to  his  court  stating  the  sitoation  in 
which  he  found  himself,  and  adding  that 
onless  his  saluy  should  be  raised  he  could 
BOt  remain  at  CJonstaminople.  He  begged 
laavo  hero  lo  meatian  another  cireuiii- 
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stance  which  had  added  considerably  to 
his  expences.  When  he  was  about  to 
leave  England  to  proceed  upon  bis  mis- 
sion, he  received  directions  to  go  to  Vienna, 
instead  of  prooeeding  at  once  to  Constan- 
tinople in  a  frigate  as  was  at  first  in- 
tended. Sir  A.  Paset,  our  minister  at 
Vienna,  had  signified  a  wish  to  come  to. 
England  upon  his  private  affairs,  and  he 
had  been  directed  tocarrvon  the  business 
of  that  misilon  diving  his  absence.  K 
afterwards  appeared  that  sir  Arthur  was 
not  desirous  of  quitting  his  post ;  but  it 
was  scarcely  necessary  to  state  that  he 
had  been  put  to  a  very  considerable  ex- 
pence  in  travelling  with  his  family  across 
the  cdntinent,  aiM  during  his  stay  at 
Vienna.  ^ 

While  he  was  remaining  in  that  capital 
he  had  written  to  ConsUntinopIe  to  pro« 
cure  a  house,  as  the  palace  was  not  com* 
pieted ;  he  had  also  given  directions  for 
procuring  a  country  residence,  which  was 
necessary;  and  he  likewise  gave  orders 
for  the  proper  number  of  servants  to  be 
engaged.  When  he  left  Vienna  to  go  to 
Constantinople,  he  applied  to  lord  Nelson, 
who  at  that  tfme  commanded  in  the  Me- 
diterranean, far  o  frigate,  but  several 
UKMiths  eUpsed  before  he  could  procure 
one  for  his  passage  from  Trieste.  Tho 
result  was,  that  a  very  considerable  and 
unlooked  for  expence  had  been  incurred; 
and  he  could  here  state,  that  such  extra- 
travelling  expences,  when  incurred  by 
foreign  ministers,  were  invariably  defrayal 
byjKovemment. 

The  expence,  indeed,  which  he  had  in-  ' 
curred  in  travelling  across  the  continent, 
and  keeping  up  his  establishment  at  Con- 
stantinople even  before  he  had  arrived 
there»  was  so  great,  that  he  found  he  had 
incurred  a  very  large  debt  with  his  affent 
in  England,  sjotd  that  it  was  impossible  to 
subsist  Ujpon  the  salary  allowed  to  him. 
He  therejore  drew  upon  government  for 
5,732/.  4s.  2dL  for  his  extraordinary  ex- 
pences since  his  departure  from  this  coun- 
try. If  this  sum  of  5,732/.  were  divided 
into  three  parts,  it  would  add  1,010/.  for 
each  of  the  three  years  that  he  was  em- 
ployed  upon  his  mission,  and  the  net  sale* 
ry  which  he  had  thus  received  would 
amount  in  the  whole  to  8,362/.  a  year. 

He  could  assure  the  House  that  he  had, 
during  the  whole  time  he  was  thus  em- 
ployed, lived  as  economically  as  be  possi* 
bly  could;  yet  he  was  under  the  necea* 
sity  of  spending  every  shilling  of  his  pii- 
,vato  income,  bmdM  taking  $fiOOl.  kcm 
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the  priacipul  of  his  prtTate  ibitdd^,  and  be 
was  now  actually  paying  the  debts  which 
during  his  mission  he  had  contraeled. 
He  was  not  making  any  cetnplaiots,  ot- 
boking  for  compensation.  He  could 
assure  the  House  he  ielt  more  pleasure  in 
detailing  these  losses*  than  he  Mould  hate 
JB  stating  that  his  pri? Ate  ibrtene  had  re* 
eeived  any  increa^  from  his  public  mis- 
aions.  (Here  there  was  n  general  cry  of 
btar,  hear !  from  all  sides  of  the  Housb.) 

When  be  undertook  this  mission,  he 
had  been  told  that  he  was  |^ng  upon  a 
new  service-^that  they  did  not  know 
what  salary  to  idlow  bim>  but  that  care 
should  be  taken  that  he  Should  not  be 
ruined.  He  had  not  only  gone  beyond 
his  salary  on  this  occasion,  but,  if  he  were 
to  go  into  pairticnlars,  he  could  shew,  if 
necessarir,  UMit  upon  the  sever^  missions 
on  which  he  ban  been  employed,  foe  had 
apent  several  thousand  pounds  nafore  than 
jke  bad  r^eived.  He  did  not  eay  that  he 
'  had  been. ruined  ;  but  he  could  say  that  if 
lie  had  now  all  the  aums  which  he  had 
•pent  upon  his  n^issions  beyond  the  salary 
pe  received,  he  should  liave  eufficient  to 
ourchate  ab  adnuiw  equal  to  thfe  penskm 
le  should  receive  from  the  tc<MHilry  if  he 
were  not  in  office. 

A  noble  lord,  m  friend  of  his,  had  moat 
Kberdly  refused  to  Uke  the  pensioik  al- 
lowed to  foreign  ministers ;  but  he  Would 
throw  himself  upon  the  candour  of  the 
HeuSOi  and  ask,  whether  bating  thus  tm- 
lioverislfed  his  fortune  and  de^ml  his 
children  of  many  thousand  iMHwda,  he 
conM  be  teatpected  to  act  as  liberally  as 
his  n4»ble  friend  to  whoih  he  ha^  alluded. 
He  had  thought  it  right  to  mention  this 
hci  respecthig  his  iji^e  friend,  because 
diotigb  hehiEtew  'it,  the  public  might  net. 

He  hiBid  omitted  in  its  proper  <place  to 
state  the  mode  whidi  he  hbd  adopted  with 
a  Tiew  to  'gudrd  against  any  orercfaai^ 
px  improper  ezpence  in  4ie  buthKiig  ^f 
the  pahoe.  Not  beihg  Itble  to  esttttnlM 
the  bills  of  the  different  workmen  in  that 
eotilitiy,  he  had  difedtcd  ti  dragoban  to 
inVestiffiite  all  their  accounts,  and  to  him 
he  had  entrusted  the  care  and  manage* 
inent  of  thb  whole  of  the  building. 
When  these  accounts  had  been  thus  inyes- 
UgaM  and  es^tnined,  they  wcire  delirered 
over  to  Mr.  Morif^,  his  Mi^esty's  counsel, 
who  from  his  long  residence  in  Turkey 
was  well  ^alifiedibr  the  task,  and  he  wS» 
4irpc^dlo  m&eiefery  obsenra^ibb  which 
^eurNd  to  hiin  bp^  -them.  It  w^wit 
ItUlhkiUl  €xateiD8ti6h^lfed^akenfp*ace 


that  the  tcctmifto  were  Iratismtiled  to  Esig« 
land,  add  he  trusted,  that  frees  n^hafe  he 
had  stated,  the  Touchers  for  each  aepinna 
expenoe  being  deposited  rH  the  for^a 
ofiieei  it  would  not  appear  that  hd  had 
acted  incocrectly  in  the  maaaer  in  whieh 
h4  bad  conducted  hts  pecuniary  acceuol^ 
or  that  the  gOTemnMnt  had  been  ofer 
ready  in  reknborsing  the  money  he  had 
expended,  or  in  sanctioning  the  expenc« 
incurred. 

The  last  head  of  expenditure  to  which 
he  wished  to  call  the  atlentioa  of  tha 
House,  was  the  comp^nsalien  for  his  Ibsssa. 
The  sam  was  7,765<.  US.  ind  thesuni  fot 
his  secretary  and  servants  794/.  Its.  \\d. 
making  together  8i5§0i.  dJ.  I  \d^  On  the 
subject  of  cempensatien  fer  lasses,  #heo 
he  statted  that  the  whole  value  of  the  ef<» 
fecu  he  had  at  Constantinople,  amounted 
to  21,000^  it  might  be  said,  that  his  ^tta- 
blishknent  was  toe  large;  but  it  appeared 
from  the  statemekit  he  had  read  frote  M. 
de  Italihski,  that  it  was  ndt  only  net  n 
tery  expenfeirte  efeie,  but  that  it  was  leea 
than  ft  ought  tu  have  been.  He  had  e»* 
)>ected  to  remain  at  Constantinople,  along 
time,  and  therefore  had  taken  the  whole 
of  his  efiects  with  htm ;  he  wedd  tf  the 
Hoese  chote  read  the  detiti.  (A  cry  of 
No,  BD.)  Mr.  Atbntiinot  then  read  m  lei* 
ter  which  he  wrole  to  Mr.  Canmag,  4e«e4 
6th  Nofelibeiv  1807,  stating,  thtt  the 
amount  of  the  efiectii  which  he  left  el 
Constaetioople  amo«e*ed  tolH,4§a(.  it 
wee  impoMibie  ^r  him  et  the  tiiae  he 
wrote  to  Mr.  Oefii!iinff  to  tselceiale  fnie^ 
ciMy  the  amstaet  of  his  actual  loss,  liet 
he  was  then  confident  that  9,70Qib  wee 
as  smeH  e  tmki  es  eoght  le  be  eppMd 
imt.  He  had  leaml  ttftt  the  fialaoe  httk 
bedn  piUaged'snd  his  property  phiiideted 
after  he  had  lefl  ConstenlMeoh^,  sMd  ehe 
natuite  nsd  extdbt  ef  iits  Ibss  hhQ  been  wi 
pifrt  tnade  teewn  to-hiia^  l)ut  he  hight  m 
justice  to  browelf,  obeirve,  that  In  'hgpiag 
before  'goVenunent  h  detaied  stsitaBeat 
oTtbeimiue  of  hiaefieets,  heiiid  tah«tato 
notice  whatever  of  ilmt  fvert^  'tis  fm 
p^irw  for  trhidh  he  had  Ifot  She  teeaas  at 
predlodng  voochen.  After  he  haS  *asDeir^ 
tainedtbatwH  ^ris^irepertv'had  bean  lest^ 
eicept  his  tpli^te,  %oase  ef  hie  4ieOte,  ttid 
china,  be  %nade«i  applieatien  toigefern- 
ment  to  ^leHher  Teiodbaffvea,  imt  te  te4 
previously  afipKed  to  *his  bbMoniMe 
friend  ^oppeshe  to  him((Mr.  iidafr),*«die 
khew  what  lesieB  (He  *had  eiirtaindd,  «bMl 
hrho'hdd  dechued  to  4iim,»beth  nm\MX\f 
aqd*ipwl<idl|,  ihatiie'iwsi  tMy^mnrntrnk 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


the 


790]  mtkeCiirilId$$ 

M  mftkklg  the  ajwplictiioB.  lo  coom« 
aencc  ^  this  applicaiioD,  he  was  alknved 
tie  'addition»l  sum  of  %,OQOl,,  which 
/ttfiber  Mid  fiiitl  compMiMlioB  had  hef n 
ptid  sinct  the  making  op  of  tba  accooste 
BOW  upoo  the  tabla.  h^kite  ha  laade  thia 
appltcaiioj]  he  laid  the  aacanpu  in  all 
their  dateila  before  bis  honottfabla  frieml, 
and  it  wat  »at  till  he  got  his  asiuraBce 
that  the  property  was  last,  aod  that  he  be- 
liered  the  acooani  a  just  aae^  that  he 
aaade  his  application  for  reimborseaMnt. 
Hating  goaa  through  the  whole  of  his 
axpUnaUons,  it  night  not  ba  improper  to 
recapitulate  what  be  had  stated* 

Piilace •..!...«.....  17,065 

Hiscellaneo«s>  coDoecl^ 

with  the  palaoe.«« 6^27 

ExTBAomtoiajiiBSk 

Mesiengeffi...^.i...«» 3»175 

PrteanU  aad  Jaaissaries»«.    i,i(H) 

ftagematta..*.^ l,H6S 

Sxtra  expances*.. •«..••«•»«  #,752 
Cempansatiott  hr  losses...  7,7«5 
far  sacretarjT  and  serf  anii      70S 
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He  was  not  tiware  how  far  the  House 
wgbtthmk  that  a  fbraigti  mttiister  should 
he  tonpensaaed  fsr  his  ioases»  whether  aa^ 
-oasionod  by  his  own  act  t>r  by  the  acts  of 
*Mkara.  It  wmM  be  pnaful  to  hiai  if  he 
tiwaKht  he  had  bean  compensated  fn* 
any  msob  which  aiight  have  been  aroided 
<hear9  htmri).  When  the  chrcalnsftances 
«f  his  dcpartara  ftmn  Coostaastinople 
wnare  mantionodNi  thsft  House,  he  bad  not 
the  honour  cf  a  seat  in  it,  and  ii  be 
4r0hb)ed  the  Hoose  with  any  obaervations 
«ot  fmiBediaaBly  comecrled  with  the  aob- 
-^act  before  tbeiis  h)B  hoped  ^e  shonld  be 
"paidoftad  for  so  doing.  It  was  not  his 
wish  to  Fe««git««e  that  ^aesliofi,  or  to  m- 
Wodace  sny  party  feeMngs  iatto  the  discas- 
adott.  iiis  ol^ct  w«s  -to  ^  justice  to 
^othttawbere lie  Mt that  justice  wasdae; 
410  itake  raspomibility  «poa  himself,  wfaeu 
die -was  «wat«  that  ha  alove  «iighi  tohe 
wspaaafbks;  and  to  justify  Mauelfivfaan 
h»  tvanamifidvitt  tbatfaU  swd  enttra  justi- 
^licwion  coald  -ba  ofiertri.  <<Htoar,  hearl) 
Whh  Itoopabr  10  -his  ^oSm  jostifioation,  it  fence  oTthe 
WmAdtdepeml«mh«ly^«p<ni  tftie  circmn- 
4shidh  the  shoold  mate  to  the 
HpNl  tiK  Hfriawiafclhatwboie  of 


his  caodttct,  he  bfliavod  that  he  coold  not 
do  otherwise  thaa  be  had  done,  and  if  it 
were  to  be  done  again,  he  should  pursaa 
the  same  conduct.  When  he  spoke  of 
doing  justice  to  others,  he  alluded  parti* 
cularly  lo  lord  irrey,  from  whom  he  had 
receiTed  the  instructions  upon  which  ba 
had  acted.  Many  persons  had  said  to  . 
him,  that  having  receirad  instructions  and 
obeyed  thena,  he  was  no  longer  respoosi* 
ble,  but  those  ware  grounds  upon  which 
he  would  not  rest  his  defence.  Lord 
Grey  was  cortainly  not  bound  to  haya 
giren  him  such  instructions,  but  he  noTor 
wrote  a  dispatch  from  Constantinople* 
without  calling  upon  his  lordship  to  giro 
him  the  instructions  which  he  had  after* 
wards  receired.  He  had  suggested  the  no* 
oessity  of  pursuing  those  measures  which 
were  pursued;  ami  he  had  statod,  that 
unless  a  British  squadron  were  sent  to 
act  with  efficacy  at  Constantinople,  the 
court  of  Russia  would  think  we  were  not 
sincere  in  the  coaunon  cauae.  He  there* 
fore  should  trtr  feel  that  the  instruciioaa 
had  proceeded  from  the  opinions  given  kr 
him,  and  upon  hi«i  ought  in  justice  to  £slL 
whatever  reaponsibility  had  been  incurred 
by  sach  instructions.  He  should  now  . 
state  shartJy  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
termination  of  bis  amission.  As  soon  aa 
general  bebasltani  arrived  at  Coostantino^ 
pie  (not  to  go  fttrther  back)  it  vras  pei^ 
ceived  that  tin  Porte,  whicb  ontil  ttel 
had  been  willing  to  act  up  to  iu  engage 
flseats,  was  disposed  to  break  the  alliance 
with  Russia.  A  Russian  frigate  having- 
appeared  in  the  Bosphorus*  general  So* 
bastiani  declared,  that  he  coaJd  not  per- 
mit such  a  circumst— Of,  and  if  the  Perie 
wished  to  preserve  friendship  with  France 
Russian  ships  most  not  he  alkkwed  to 
«mer  the  Boaphorus.  At  thai  time  the 
Hospodars  of  Moldavia  and  Wallachia 
were  displaced  in  violatson  of  the  treaty* 
with  Russia,  and  this  was  done  at  the  in* 
atigation  of  Sebasliani :  theCoert  of  Rn^ 
aia  ordered  the  Rmssian  minister  to  cooo- 
plain  of  ihis  circumstance  and  to  threaten 
to  leave  Constantinople  if  they  weiB  noi 
restored;  bis  application  had  not  the  da* 
sired  efiect;  he  then  applied  lo  him  (Mr. 
Arbttthnot)  to  support  hh  Tepreseotalien, 
which  he  did,  and  after  a  negociation  of 
1^4  ^days,  the  Hospodars  were  vetnstated. 
Nothing  could  be  greater  than  the  infln* 
British  Court  at  the  Porte  at 
^that'tima,  as  waa  pvovedby  the  restemtioti 
of  the  ttospodais.  But  aboot  aiK^weehi 
efterwedb,  it  waa  anmattrod  tthatm  Ihaa* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4«1]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 


mn  army  btd  crowed  into  MoldaTia. 
He  was  immediately  applied  to  by  the 
Ministers  of  the  Porte  upon  the  snqject, 
but  he  coald  not  giTe  them  any  satisiac* 
lory  information,  M.  de  Italinski,  the  Rus- 
aian  minister,  not  having  received  any  in- 
timation of  the  event  As  his  object  was 
to  prevent  a  war  betwen  Bossia^and  the 
Porte,  he  prevailed  upon  the  Turkish  go- 
▼ertiment  to  Wait  until  dispatches  were 
received  from  Petersborgh.  He  obtained 
a  delay  of  three  weela;  at  length  the 
janissaries  and  the  uhlema  became  impa- 
tient, and  clamoured  for  a  war  with  Rus- 
sia. The  Russian  minister  was  then  or- 
dered to  leavo  Constantinople,  and  it 
being  supposed  that  the  court  of  London 
would  adopt  the  same  conduct  as  that  of 
Petersbursn,  the  influence  of  France  be- . 
came  preoominant.  He  had  before  this 
time  reauested  that  an  additional  squadron 
shoald  be  sent  to  Constantinople.  Lord 
Cre^  concurred  in  that  opinion,  and  he 
received  dispatches  from  his  lordship  in- 
forming him  that  orders  bad  been  given 
for  a  squadron  immediately  to  proceed  to 
ihat  capital.  As  soon  as  be  receive^ 
those  dispatches,  he  demanded  an  audience 
of  the  Turkish  ministers,  and  at  that  audi- 
ence requested  that  the  treaty  with  Rns- 
aia  should  be  observed,  and  he  added, 
that  if  his  propositions  were  not  complied 
with.  Great  Britain  would  declare .  war 
against  the  Porte.  His  propositions  were 
refused.  He  then  applicKi  for  passports  to 
send  messengers  to  England  and  the  Dar- 
danelles, where  he  expected  the  English 
admiral  was  arrived,  but  these  were  also 
refused.  He  had  been  instructed  that  ad- 
miral Duckworth  would  be  ordered  to  cor- 
respond with  him  before  he  proceeded  to 
hostilities ;  but  he  found  that  communica- 
tion with  the  admiral  would  not  be  possi- 
ble without  the  passports.  It  vras  also  re- 
cently intimated  to  him,  that  there  was 
an  intention  of  preventing  the  British  ad- 
miral from  acting,  by  keeping  the  British 
factory  and  himself  (Mr.  A.)  as  hostages. 
He  therefore  thought  it  necessary  to  put 
the  British  factory  us  a  state  of  safety. 
He  knew  that  the  admiral  would  be  called 
upon  to  act,  and  that  in  consequence  of  a 
^  want  of  communication  with  him  he  would 
not  know  how  to  proceed. 

As  he  found  that  he  could  not  negociate 
with  freedom;  as  the  means  of  corres- 
ponding with  hts  government  or  with  the 
British  admhiil  were  denied  ;  and  as  se- 
oret  intimation  had  been  given  that  he 
and  the  other  Britlah  sobjecU  were  to  be 


Mr.  Edm's  MotimM  a  Cmmiue         [799 

detained  «s  hostages,  it  was  of  ihe  utmoft 
importance  that  the  ^tory  should  be  re- 
moved. He  could  not  think,  however,  of 
leaving  Constantinople  until  every  British 
subject  had  been  placed  in  safety.  Se- 
crecy alone  could  insure  the  success  of 
his  arrangements.  He  desired,  therefore, 
that  the  whole  of  the  factory  should  be 
invited  to  dine  on  board  the  British  fri- 
gate, and  when  he  had  received  informa- 
tion that  tfrer^  individual  was  on  board, 
then,  and  not  till  then,  he  embarked  him- 
self. He  afterwards  proceeded  to  the  Dar- 
danelles, and  there  waited  till^  admiral 
Duekworth  had  arrived.  Contrary  winds 
detained  the  squadron  for  a  considerable 
time  below  the  Dardanelles,  and  in  the 
meanwhile  the  Turks  were  actively  ai 
work  in  fortifying  that  passage.  While 
he  and  the  admiral  were  waiting  for  a 
fair  wind,  an  opportunity  oflfered  for  re- 
newing the  negociation  with  the  captain 
Pacha  who  was  stationed  at  the  Darda- 
nelles. He  went  on  shore  to  confer  with 
that  officer,  and  as  in  so  doine  he  bad 

£  laced  himself  in  the  hands  of  the  Turka» 
e  had  given  a  proof,  he  trusted,  that  in 
retiring  mm  his  post,  personal  ssfety  had 
not  been  bis  object,  but  that  all  which  he 
had  had  in  Tiew  was  to  secure  the  safety 
of  the  British,  subjects,  and  to  obtain  the 
means  of  negoclating  vrith  freedom.  (A 
general  cry  of  hear,  hear !) 

So  great  had  been  his  desire  to  preserve 
peace,  that  he  had  offered,  if  the  works  at 
the  Dardanelles  were  discontinued,  to  ao* 
company  the  capuin  Pacha  in  a  Turkish 
row  boat  to  Constantinople,  and  from 
thence  to  proceed  to  the  Russian  |^nera| 
in  Moldavia  with  a  view  to  negociate  for 
the  renewal  of  the  amicable  relatione 
which  had  so  unfortunately  been  inter- 
rupted. The  captain  Pacha  declared  that 
he  did  not  venture  to  suspend  the  fortifica- 
tion of  the  Dardanelles.  Admiral  Duck- 
worth and  himself  felt  therefore  that  the 
passage  must  be  forced.  The  history  of 
that  passage  was  already  known  to  the 
House.  When  they  reached  the  sea  of 
Marmora,  his  responsibility,  as  it  must  be 
evident,  had  then  ceased  ;  for  he  could  net 
pretend  to  direct  the  operations  of  a  fleets 
and  he  was  then  suddenly  attacked  by  so 
severe  an  indisposition  that  for  weeks  hia 
life  was  despaired  of.  Itvi^  riffhi  how- 
ever to  inform  the  House,  that  the  wind 
which  had  carried  them  tbfbugh  the  Dar^ 
danelles  failed  them  on  their  entrance  into 
the  sea  of  Marmora,  and  all  that  could  be 
done  was  to  drifk  te  the  Princes 
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where  they  were  obliged  to  cast  anchor* 
arid  it  neytr  afterwards  was  in  the  power 
of  the  squadron  to  act  against  Constanti- 
nople. From  what  the  admiral  and  his 
fleet  had  efl^^d,  the  Hoase  and  the  pob- 
lie -might  infer  what  woalcl  have  been 
performed  if  the  opportonity  had  ever  of* 
rered. 

He  would  now  if  the  Hoose  thooght  it 
necessary^  read  some  letters  from  lord 
Howick>  and  from  Mr.  Canning,  ezpres* 
live  of  their  approbation  of  every  part  of 
his  conduct,  (a  cry  of  No>  no !)  Since  it 
was  not  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to  hear 
those  letters,  he  coeld  only  es^press  a  hope 
that  the  House  would  take  it  for  granted, 
that  the  political  part  of  his  conduct  had 
been  approved  by  government.  With  re- 
gard to  his  pecuniary  disborsements,  he 
should  also  hope  that  his  explanations  had 
been  of  a  nature  to  satisfy  the  House  that 
he  had  done  all  which  could  have  been 
required  of  him.  He  should  only  say  that 
he  had  ilot  made  one  sbgle  assertion 
which  was  not  borne  out  by  vouchers. 
If  any  gentleman  thought  that  any  fur- 
ther explanation  was  necessary,  he  would 
most  willingly  give  it,  and  he  assured  the 
House,  that  there  was  no  degree  of  publi- 
city respecting  his  conduct,  which  he 
would  not  anxiously  court.  [Hear,  hear ! 
from  both  «ides  of  the  House.] 

Mr.  Adair  was  happy  to  have  it  in  his 
power  to  confirm  the  statement  just  made 
to  the  Hbase  by  his  right  hon.  friend,  in 
every  part  where  he  had  been  appealed  to. 
As  to  the  buibdingof  the  palace,  bethought 
it  was  necessary ;  and  that  the  expences  at- 
tending it  ought  very  fairly  to  be  defray- 
ed by  the  government.  Though  no  per- 
son was  less  inclined  than  himself  to  re- 
vive the  mention  of  a  forgotten  contro- 
versy, yet  he  begged  to  trouble  the  House 
with  a  few  circumstances  connected  with 
the  departure  of  his  right  hon.  friend  from 
Constantinople.  He  certainly  confessed, 
that  if  he  had  been  in  Constantinople  under 
the  circumstances  in  which  his  right  hon. 
friend  was,  he  could  not  have  acted  other- 
wise than  his  right  hon.  friend  did;  but, 
SU  the  same  time,  in  justice  to  the  goverb- 
«nent  which  placed  the  squadron  at  the 
disposal  of  the  British  ambassador,  he 
inust  say  that  that  squadron  was  fully  ade- 
quate to  the  objects  which  it  was  intended 
to  accomplish.  No  blame,  however,  at- 
tached 4a  .the  gallant  admiral,  (sir  J. 
Duckworth)  nor,  as  he  knew,  to  any  other 
f>erfoni  although  it  must  be  always  re- 
gretted that  the  British  fieet  did  not  sail 
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up  to  the  walls  of  Constantinople.  As 
soon  as  the  fleet  had  eflected  the  passage 
of  the  Dardanelles,  so  great  was  the  con* 
stemation  of  the  Turks,  who  thought  the 
forts  impregnable  al^inst  any  huihanef* 
fort,  that  the  Sultan  declared  to  Sebastian! 
his  determination  not  to  have  his  capital 
insulted  :  and  ordered  him  to  quit  Con* 
stantinople.  Sebastiani  burnt  his  papers : 
but  the  Sultan  being  somewhat  re-assored 
by  the  Spanish  ambassador,  a  negociation 
was  artfally  set  on  foot,  which  unfortu- 
nately succeeded,  and  to  the  successor 
which  the  circumstances  which  afterwards 
occurred  ought,  in  some  measure,  to  be  at- 
tributed. 

Mr.  Arbuthnoi,  in  explanation^  admitted 
the  adequacy  of  the  naval  force  sent  out 
at  that  time  under  the  command  of  ahr 
John  Duckworth. 

Colonel  Bagwell  bore  testimony  to  the 
liberal  and  hospitable  n^anner  in  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  who  spoke  last, 
had  supported  the  honour  of  his  official 
station  when  on  a  mission  from  this  coun* 
try  at  the  court  of  Sweden. 

Lord  GrmtvUle  Levfson  Gotoer,  in  com« 
plimenting  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr; 
Arbothnot)  on  his  general  conduct  as  an 
ambassador,  and  the  credit  with  which  he 
had  acquitted  himself  hi  dilftrent  missions 
to  Sweden,  Portugal  and  Turkey,  could  not 
help  saying  that  his  right  hon.  friend  had 
given  him  credit  for  a  forbearance  and  libt*^ 
rality  which  he  did  not  merit*  He  was  not 
so  circumstanced  as  his  right  hon.  friend^, 
who  had  gone  through  the  difieren^  gra^ 
dations  of  the  foreign  line,  and  had  made 
it  his  profession,  and  was  therefore  fully 
entitled  to  the  remuneration  for  his  ser> 
vices  which  a  pension  ofiered.— >The  noble 
lord  then  explained  the  items  charged  to 
his  mission  at  St.  Peterburgh.  The  first 
was  ^,000/.  in  1805,  incurred,  while  fol- 
lowing the  Emperor  of  Russia  through 
Germany  ;  and  the  second  in  1808,  when 
he  was  suddenly  recalled,  an  insurance  of 
25  per  cent,  had  been  imprudently  ef- 
fected by  his  banker,  on  the  effects  be- 
longing to  the  embassy,  which  it  would' 
be  hard  that  he  should  pav.  On  tk^ 
whole  he  could  assure  the  riouse,  that  he  * 
was  very  far  from  being  a  gainer  by  those 
missions. 

Mr.  Richard  WelksleysM,  that  of  all  the 
persons  who  ever  undertook  a  foreign 
embassy,  no  one  was  less  likely  or  lesr 
inelined  to  shelter  himself  behind  tb« 
secrecy  cooaected  with  that  station  than 
themar^  Wellesley,    That  noble  leri 
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Yi«nt  4ittt    «a   ft  ipeoial 
ftoioyAt  of  the  dbange  agamst  bit 
WM  16,90^;   InH  when  cMootUns  wem  ! 
nade  fro9  ihit  mm^  whicb  arote  froBi  iib« 
Iftis  of  seyeral  elfecto,  and  ffom  olber 
Cftusca,  bb  exp«oo«A  wonld  be  found  re* 
dnocd  to  12,60Q(. :   and  wrlieD  k  was  jcon* 
aideied  that  the  laarqius  had  to  keep  la ' 
labk  for  all  the  officer!  ytbo  reeocted  >te 
kioi^  in  a  couatry  where  the  nejceMBTMa 
Okf   life  were  then  estneoiely  dear»  the 
Home  would  judge   whether  that   iuoa 
was  -more  exosbitant  than  hit  jMiod  and  ' 
iknalkm  required.''^ 

The  ^CkmutUor  ^f  ^  Evahequfr  oeuld 
not  held  remarking  how  reasonable  all 
the  expenaet  connected  with  the  foreign 
DuaaioiM  had  been  found,  when  they  had 
thus  been  eubjected  to  minute  examina- 
tion* There  were,  however,  many  secret 
aonrcesaf  expenditure,  which  it  would  be 
inconvenient  to  the  public  seiTice,  and 
roiiioiii  to  individuals)  to  expLaia.  As  the 
o^ieot  of  the  proposed  committee  was  |o 

*  The  following  is  a  oorrect  Statement 
of  the  Aceoonts  which  Mr.  Wallesley  ex- 
pMaodt  relatiTe  to  the  noble  marcjuis's 
jEapeacca  during  hts^eotbasay  to  Spain  in 
MOD; 
The  total  amoont  of  expeiH 

ditune  was  .^ • £,iii,9Q^  17  10 

Of  this  sum  there  was  paid, 

.liei^g  .the  vahw  of  Tari« 

t^as  articles  parchasad  for 

the  ambassf,  aad  after- 

etards  eeld  by  the  marqois 

hOA  the  .public  account*.  ••,.   5,003  17    B 


Mt.  B4m'$  JMrnfir  a  Ommkiee 
Oia 


Net  expenditure  charge* 
^bkon-the.pabiic^....  15,900    0    g 

To '.provide  for  this  eacpea—*  ' 

4iiiare  there  was.  received 
jSrom  the  Tseasnry  at  diffe« 
.Tent  periods  by.biUs,  4bc. 

i^uc ^ U,J15    Q    8 

DedttctTcaaaary  foes 658  15    0 


7    M 


Actoal .  caoney   received 

%  the  BUiquis 15,460 

Compaie  this  with  the  tx- 
.paaditttre>after  thoitale  x>f 
afiecu^.......*....^...^....  15^000    X>    a 

Deficiency  of  receipt  from 
.4he  Treasury,  to  meet  the 

eMeadttuna , t499.i^  >^ 

.Thisiathe  accooatjbelaMea  thefiHUk 
aad  the  marquis  Welleaky*  In  addilian, 
it  iaa  ooakive  foct,  4hat  the  laaMnissy^oat 
amqms^WMIasley.heiemeii  4amd4#0M^ 


oaeipare  the  expenditure  with  the  es|wil# 
f^the  GJvii  list,  he  had  generally  ae  ohj^iop 
tioa  to  anch  an  inquiry ;  but  the  Treasiny 
aocQMils,  he  4AnQesred,  would  be  qait? 
sufficient  for  the  eatiifoction  of  the  Hoosiu 
withoutcallini^  for  the  hoofci«of  the  King'f 
kitcfaaa.  tt  ta  (the  eouiee  of  4be  eaauiryy 
any  thing  more  particular  than  the  frear 
sury  aoQDualB  Aoald  1>e  found  necesavy, 
then  each  (foriher  particulaM  could  ha 
moved  far.  The  right  hoa-  genUamaii 
then  eaid  a  fow  words  ^Mmoeming  the  oxp 
pediency  of  fitting  ^p  Windsor  and  the 
other  palaces;  die  expences  attendant  oo 
whtcb,  he^coatended,  were  not  unreason- 
able. 

Mr.  Tmfny  said,  he  would  not  b^  boan# 
in  the  eommttee  by  what  the  right  hoa. 
gentleman  bad  stated.  He  did  not  wish 
to  push  the  es^Mnination  of  the  civil  list 
expenditure  to  an  unnecessary  extreme; 
but  if  it  ebould  be  found  that  a  veU  of  se- 
crecy had  been  thrown  over  certain  itenvu 
he  should   Jike  to  know  whotber  tbosa 


from  his  private  fortune.  It  is  also  ta  be 
recollected,  that  lord  Wellealey  reoeivad 
neither  remnneratioa  for  his  Mnioes,  nar 
plate,  nor  equipage  money,  nor  salary. 
It  has  been  already  stated  that  the  turn 
actually  veceived  by  the  marquis  waa 
15,400/.  7#.  dd.  This  coaiprised  the  ex- 
pences of  the  whole  mission,  mdiiding 
Secretaries,  and  every  person  attached  ^tp 
the  embassy.  In  this  sum  of  \%i\GOL  Im. 
$d.  are  also  included  many  charges  whtdi 
have  no  relation  to  the  marquis  Wellealey 
personally,  iwhichwauld  ha«e  been  inem> 
red  by  any  other  person,  and  whiohiaae 
aa  follows : 

l8t,  Bankert'  commission  at 

SevUle £.6S  17     O 

2d,  Ditto  Agency  in  England  105  O  O 
3d,  Eflfects  left  at  Seville  for 

sale,  but  seized  by  the  French, 

estimated  Talue  500    0    O 

4th,  Couriers  usually  defrayed 

from  the  Messengers'  fund  at' 

the  Foreign  office.. » 421     0     5 

5th,  Loss  by  exchange BS4f    0    O 


1928  17     5 


J£  this  sum  he  deducted  firomtheiMBa 
of  15^460/.  7s.  Bd.  reoetved  by  thet»Dsaii- 
oiiisyit  wiUappear  that  the  acuial.aKfiance 
for  which  alone  he  can  4>e  deemed  reepon- 
aible,  was  I  l;55ll.  lOt.  3d.  SCr.^Wettai* 
ley  stated  tha-eapeace  in  Bouad  ouBabaas 
tai>eJ8,0W. 
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items  were  not  included  under  the  head  of 
Secret  Service  money.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  bad  asked  whether  the  House 
wished  to  poke  into  the  King^s  kitchen, 
or  whether  they  would 'not  be  satisfied 
with  the  acoounts  from  the  Treasury.  The 
very  reason  that  he  wished  for  a  particular 
examination  was,  that  these  Treasury  ac- 
counts were  unsatisfactory.  The  Treasury 
accounts,  therefore,  he  would  not  take. 
iHs  to  what  was  said  about  the  royal  pa- 

,  laces,  he  was  not*  inclined  to  cramp  the 
sovereign  in  this  respect,  hut  some  bounds 

.  ought  to  be  established  somewhere;  for 
it  might  happen,  that  some  artful  builder 
■night  get  a  hold  of  the  royal  ear,  and  by 
undue  means  cause  an  ezpeoce  in  this 
S'espect  quite  unreasonable  and  unneces- 
sary. He  should  be  the  last  man  to  deny 
every  branch  of  the  royal  family  every 
convenience  befitting  their  rank ;  •  but  he 
thought^  that  there  had  been  too  great 
an  unwillingness  to  cavil  with  royal 
"wishes ;  and  he  wished  that  such  an  uo- 
ivillingness  had  not  existed. 

Mr.  Banket  said,  that  the  honour  of  any 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  been  employed 
on  missions  to  foreien  courts,  was  a  suffi- 
cient pledge  for  the  accuracy  of  their 
statements,  and  he  was  sensible  of  the  in- 
convenience and  difiiculty  attached  to 
the  transactions  with  foreign  courts,  under 
the  circumstances  of  publicity  which  all 
proceedings  were  subjected  to  here.  But 
the  ^reat  view  of  the  question  wasi  what 
practical  examination  those  accounts 
should  be  submitted  to — what  wa<<  the 
manner  in  which  they  should  be  audited  ? 
It  was  necessary  to  have  some  rule  by 
which  they  should  be  guided.  He  con- 
cluded by  moving,  as  an  amendment,  that 
there  be  added  to  the  original  motion, 
"  And  that  the  said  committee  do  further 
inquire  into  all  the  casual  and  hereditary 
sources  of  revenue  which  have  accrued  to 
his  Majesty,  and  report  their  opinion 
thereupon  to  the  House.^' 

Mr.  Long  said,  that,  as  he  was  proposed 
to  be  one  of  the  committee,  he  should  be 
glad  to  know  explicitly  the  line  of  exami- 
nation which  it  was  intended  to  pursue. 
Committees  had  been  appointed  in  the 
years  ]  802,  3,  and  4,  to  inquire  into  the 
aute  of  the  Civil  List,  which  were  of  ex- 
treme importance,  as  the  subject  matter  of 
examination  was  a  debt  of  no  less  than 
900,000(.,  that  bad  accrued  on  it.r  In  con- 
sequence of  the  investigations,  60,000/. 
per  annum  was  added  to  the  civil  list; 
and  part  of  the  debt^  to  tha  amount  of 
(VOLXXlL) 
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100>000/.  was  subtracted.  Those  inqui- 
ries went  only  to  the  general  charse  od 
the  civil  list, -and  the  committees  had  not 
the  power  of  sending  for  persons  and  do« 
cuments  to  assist  their  examination.  If 
they  adopted  that  principle  now,  they 
would  be  going  far  beyond  what  they  had 
ever  done  before.  The  power  and  scope 
of  the  committee  should  be  strictly  de- 
fined, and  on  that  point  he  desired  infor- 
mation. He  thought,  as  far  as  the  provi- 
sions of  Mr.  Burke's  act  went,  they  had  a 
right  to  enter  into  the  state  of  the  civil 
establbhment ;  to  examine  any  checks 
which  existed  under  that  Bill ;  and  to  see 
whether  those  checks  were  sufficient,  or 
any  others  were  necessary.  In  his  opi- 
nion, it  would  be  found  that  the  present 
checks  were  not  effectual  for  the'  purpose 
to  which  they  were  originally  directed^ 
and  probably  some  alteration  of  the  pro- 
visions contained  ia  thac  Bill  would  be 
considered  proper. 

Mr.  Tierney  said,  if  the  House  deter- 
mined that  the  committee  should  not  have 
the  power  of  sending  for  papers  and  exa- 
mrninsr  persons,  they  were  only  losing 
their  time  in  appointing  it  at  all.  If  they 
were  to  be  allowed  no  other  information 
than  that  which  the  accounts  already  made 
up  could  furnish,  they  had  better  move  to 
have  them  lud  before  the  House  at  once, 
and  thus  save  trouble.  What  he  wanted 
was,  to  see  whether  exceedings  had  not 
taken  place  in  particular  classes,  and  to 
trace  those  exceedings  to  their  origin. 
By  looking  at  the  papers  he  could  per- 
ceive the  excess,  but,  to  account  for  it, 
vivd  voce  evidence  was  necessary.  The 
Committees  appointed  in  1 802, 3,  and  4,  ex« 
amined  minutely  into  each  separate  class, 
and  possessed  a  much  more  extensiye 
power  than  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
allowed. 

Mr.  Bathum  having  laid  the  report  of  it 
former  committee  on  the  table,  thought 
himself  called  on  to  say  a  few  words.i 
When  the  application  was  formerly  made 
to  regulate  the  civil  list,  in  reference  to 
the  debt  which  had  accrued  on  it,  a  noble 
friend  of  his  (lord  SidmouthJI  had  thought  > 
it  was  due  to  parliam'ent  to  investigate  the 
manner  in  which  that  debt  had  been  in* 
curred.  But  it  was  not  thought  right  tor 
invest  the  committee  with  powers  to  eza* 
mine  the  private  concerns  of  the  sove* 
reign.  It  was  never  in  contemplation  to 
permit  them  to  send  for  persons,  doco- 
ments,  and  records,  with  a  view  to  that 
investigation.    Such  a  proceeding  wonl4 

(SB) 
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not  be  merely  a  question  of  public  econo- 
my ;  it  would  be  an  inquiry  into  the  econo- 
my of  the  sovereign.  And,  be  would  ask, 
would  it  be  proper  to  send  for  and  exa- 
mine even  the  meanest  servant  of  the 
crown,  and  to  scrutinize,  with  a  suspicious 
eye,  the  characters  of  all  those  connected 
with  it?  The  committees,  formerly  appoint- 
ed, had  attained  every  necessary  object, 
without  examining  witnesses,  which  must 
have  the  effect  of  giving  the  matter  a  greater 
degree  of  publicity  than  was  necessary. 
They  were  furnished  with  estimates  from 
the  diflerent.  departments,  the  Lord  Cham* 
berlam's,  for  instance,  which,  if  demanded 
for  the  committee  about  to  be  appointed, 
would,  of  course,  be  granted.  That  de- 
gree of  delicacy  ought  to  be  observed, 
which  was  never  lost  sight  of  on  former 
occasions.  He  considered  that  the  com- 
mittee might  execute  a  very  efficient  in- 
<|uiry  without  having  the  power  of  calling 
for  witnesses. 

Mr.  Eden  said,  that  when  he  made  his 
motion,  he  had  no  idea  that  the  committee 
was  to  be  deprivted  of  its  right  of  inquiry. 
The  objector  its  appointment  would  be  to 
examine  the  expences  of  the  civil  list,  and 
having  weighed  what  was  proper  and  what 
improper,  to  propose  measures  to  prevent 
a  recurrence  of  the  latter.  In  the  inves- 
tigation it  might  be  found  necessary  to 
examine  witnesses  ;  and  if  that  power 
were  not  granted  to  the  committee,  its 
appointment  would  be  nugatory.  He 
would  move  that  necessary  addition  to  his 
motion.. 

The  ChanceUar  qf  the  Exchequer  thought 
it  would  be  better  for  the  committee,  in 
the  first  place,  to  endeavour,  from  the  ac- 
counts, checks,  &c.  which  should  be  laid 
before  them,  to  supply  themselves  with 
the  requisite  information;  and  if  they 
found  it  necessary,  on  any  particular  sub- 
ject, to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  re- 
cords, they  could  come  to  the  Hou^  for 
liberty  so  to  do.  The  practice  of  the 
House  ,was  uniformly  to  restrict  commit- 
tees in  the  first  instance,  and  he  presumed 
they  would  not  be  disposed  to  depart  from 
this  usage  on  the  present  occasion.  As  to 
the  amendment  proposed  by  his  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Bankes,)  he  should  prefer  a 
motion  for  an  Address  to  the  crown  for  the 
accounts  alluded  to,  and  when  granted,  it 
would  be  in  the  power  of  the  House  to  refer 
them  to  the  committee,  or  not,  as  they 
might  think  proper. 

Mr.  C.   W,  Wynn  said,  he  was  at  ^  loss  ,  .«, 
to  conceive  how  the  committee  were  to  1  of 
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proceed  without  a  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons, papers,  and  records.  It  might  b6 
necessary  to  call  on  the  Lord  Chamberlain 
and  Lord  Steward  personally  to  appear 
before  the  committee ;  and  if  it  was  to  be 
thus  confined,  it  would  be  useless. 

Mr.  Btinkes  agreed  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion ;  which  was,  with  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn  accor'dingly. 

Mr.  Courunqy  said,  that  if  the  Hous^ 
delegated  to  this  committee  a  power  to 
send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records,  * 
they  Would  give  a  power  they  had  never 
exercised  theniselves.  He  should,  there- 
fore, oppose  such  a  proposition.  That 
power  had  not  been  granted  to  the  former 
committees ;  and  the  House  itself  had 
never  called  for  the  details  of  the  civA 
list,  except  by  address,  a  mode  Whiclk 
left  to  the  advisers  of  the  crowA  the 
option  of  withholding  or  granting  the 
papersi  Th^re  was  but  one  instance  to 
the  contrai^y,  and  that  a  fortnight  old.— 
In  the  year  1780,  when  the  question  of 
Economical  Reform  was  bcifore  the  House, 
it  was  a  dispilited  point  whether  they  bad 
a  right  to  examine  the  civil  list  a^  all. 
An  appeal  being  made  to  the  then  Speaker 
(sir  Fletcher  Norton),  he  gave  it  as  bu 
opinion,  that  they  had  a  right  to  inquire 
into  itj  but  he  made  a  distinction  as 
to  that  part  which  related  to  the 
Royal  Household :  and  the  hoii.  member 
who  then  represented  the  borough  of 
Woodstock,  in  supporting  sir  Fletcher's 
opinion,  ridiculed  the  idea  of  ''serving 
the  Royal  Household  by  tontract."— 
Much  stress  had  been  laid  on  the  annoal 
exceeding  of  the  civil  list  over  the  es- 
timate of  ISOi,  which  was  stated  at 
124,000/.  per  annum.  If  that  estimat^ 
had  been  made  on  the  average  of  three 
years  preceding  1804,  it  would  be  found 
that  the  exceeding  was  only  ^8,000/.  pet 
annum,  and  only  18,000/.  in  the  wt 
year. — ^The  classes  not  relating  to  the 
Household,  were  already  the  subject  of 
detailed  accounts  before  the  House,  an<jl 
came  with  the  reference  to  th6  Committee 
on  Public  Expenditure.  He  thought  thtt 
at  this  particular  period,  of  the  dormancy 
of  the  powers  of  a  King  who  had  had  for 
fifty  years  the  good  opinion  of  his  people, 
it  would  be  indecent  to  commence  the  pro- 
posed enquiries.  "  Is  it  new  "  (said  Mr. 
C.)  "  that  we  will  begin  to  make  compa- 
risons between  the  late  and  present  K\ngg 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  latter,  and  m 
that  purpose  to  mdke  erroneous  statemenfal 
'  fact^  "For  that  has  been  done  ^  by  an 
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hon.  and  leamed  genUeman  (Mr.  Broug- 
iitm).  Is  it  now»  that  w^  will  apply  the 
Conteoaptuous  epithet  of  7ton$cn9c  to  the 
religious  scruples  of  the  royal  breast  ? 
U  it  now  that  we  will,  for  the  first  time, 
commence  enquiries  into  the  detail  of 
the  King's  Household,  from  which  we 
faave  hitherto  abstained  ? 

Mr.  Gt/es  thought,  that  without  the  pow- 
%r  to  send  for  persons,  papers^  and  records, 
the  committee  would  be  of  no  avail ;  and 
that  if  the  right  bon.  the  Chancellor  of 
ibe  Exchequer  meant  to  refuse  that  power, 
ikp  had  much  better  act  witb  sincerity 
at  once,  and  refuse  the  committee  alto* 
gether. 

]N|r.  Braifgkm  hoped  that  the  House 
would  not  now  do  any  thing  which  might 
aeem  to  exhaust  the  motion  of  which  an 
bon.  frieipd  of  bis  had  given  notice  for 
to*porroWi  and  also  another  motion  of 
which  he  himself  had  giTen  notice  for 
Friday.  He  alluded  to  the  name  of  Mr. 
Strattou,  and  expressed  bis  surprise  that 
the  right  hop«  gentlen^an  (Mr.  Arbutb- 
not)  had  not  done  jostiee  to  him  in  bis 


Mr.  Jhbuthnai  said,  that  not  a  more 
honourable  man  than  Mr.  Straiten  ex- 
ijit^y  and  be  might  even  add,  that  hie 
bad  perhaps  more  merit  in  the  principles 
he  had  laid  down  than  sir  W.  Drummond 
himself. 

Jdr.  W.  Smith  contended,  that  if  the 
committee  wer^  not  to  bare  proper  p9wers, 
it  would  be  better  that  the  matter  should 
pot  go  to  a  committee  at  all.  He  thought 
a  committee  of  that  House  might  be  so 
far  trusted  as  that  it  n^ight  be  belicTed 
tbey  would  not  unnecessarily  inquire  into 
imy  thing  which  delicacy  forbad  them 
making  publ^:. 

Mr.  Bauard  was  against  th^  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee,  unless  It  was  to  be 
an  effectual  one.  The  country  was  wea- 
ried out,  and  must  nfiturally  now  begin 
%o  think  that  all  committees  were  ap- 
pointed for  the  purposes  of  deception  and 
of  delay. 

The  question  for  t,be  appointment  of 
a  Committee  was  then  put  and  carried, 
and  the  following  gent^emea  were  named 
as  the  copimitt^e;  vi^.  Mr.  Jb4^n,  Mr. 
R.  Welle^iey,  Mr.  Qiles,,  lord  Desart, 
Mr.  M  Donald,  Mr.  C.  Jl^pg,  Mr.  Pre- 
mantle,  IVIr.  j^ufidas,  Mr.  R.  Wharton, 
Mr.  Courtenay,  Mr* .  Ti^>^iWy*  Mr.  Ver- 
pon^  Mr.  Manners  jSuttoii,  lord  Morpeth, 
Mr*  Bathi^rft,  Sir  J.,Se|)r^t,  lord  ^io- 
liinfrMr*J^ki!Mon>  Mr*  P*  <2i^j&$ur 


Fm.  11,  1810.  f7«S 

C.  Bjurrel],  lord  A*   HamiU(».     When 
.the  names  were  all  read  from  the  Chair» 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheauer  propos- 
ed, that  the  name  of  Mr,  N.  Vansittart 
should  be  substituted  for  that  of  lord  A^ 
Hamilton. 

Mr.  Horner  said,  be  would  rather  have 
Mr.  Vansittart's  naqie  added  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  Chanoelior  qf  the  Exchequer  ol^ecte4# 
because  the  committee  was  to  consist  only 
of  31  members^  and  the  addition  woula 
make  it  22. 

Mr.  Homer  said,  he  had  frequently 
been  on  committees  originally  consisting 
onlv  of  21,  to  which  members  had  been 
added,  making  them  22  and  23. 

Mr.  Whkhmd  said  the  same ;  and  that 
if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  did  not  consent 
to  bare  the  same  added,  he  should  take 
the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  proposed 
substitution. 

A  division  accordingly  took  place  on 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  mo* 
tion.— Ayes  84< ;  Noes  26. 

Mr.  Eden  then  moved,  *'  That  the  Com* 
mittee  have  power  to  send  for  person^ 
papers,  and  records  -/*  upon  Whiqh  a  se-  . 
cond  division  took  place,— Ayes  27 ;  Noef 
80.  Majority  against  Mr.  Eden's  motion 
53.  Afler  the  divisions,  l^r.  Eden  and 
Mr.  Tiemey  declared  their  determinatiou 
not  to  attend  the  Committee ;  seeing  tha^ 
it  was  destitute  of  the  necessary  powers. 

liu  ef  tike  Mimority. 


Baliitigton,T. 
Bastard,  E. 
Bankei,  H. 
fiemard,  BI.  J. 
Bemiet,H. 
Brougham,  H. 
Burr^,SirC, 
Busk,  W. 
Eden,  Hon.  G. 
Giles,  D. 
Herbert,  W. 
Horner,  F. 
Ingieby,SirW. 
Jackson,  J. 


Lefevre,  C.  S. 
Lamb,  Hod.  W, 
Martin,  H. 
Moore,  P. 
Morpeth,  Lord. 
Pochin,  €. 
Poroher,  J.  D. 
Sharp,  R. 
Thornton,  ^. 
Tierney,  Rt.  Hon.  G. 
Keck,  O.  A.  L. 
Vernon,  G.  G. 
Wbitbread,S. 


HGUSE  OF  CpMMONa 

Tuesday,  Fcbriiary  11. 
Motion  bbsp^cting  thb  EbuR  an» 
h  ^AtP  PEa  Cent.  Lbbward  Island 
pUTiBS.]  Mr.  Creepty  rose,  pursuant  to 
iiotic^,  to  ipake  a  motion  upon'thi^  subr 
jecty^d  h^  thought  the  present- moment  a 
pecnlis^ly  tit  on^,  when  a  new  agreement 
waf  to  be  made  with  the  executive  go- 
^ef^git^^4  iir)iei^tboi«fQj^l»,  p^  ^i^bt 
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precisely  to  know  what  was  to  be  granted. 
With  regard  to  these  daties,  it  was  his  opi- 
nion they  were  the  property  of  the  inhabi* 
tants  of  Barbadoes,  and  ought  to  be  ap- 
plied to  colonial  purposes.  This  was  his 
first  opinion ;  but  if  that  should  be  nega- 
tived, and  if  it  should  be  thought  that 
these  duties  ought  to  find  their  way  into 
the  Exchequer,  then  he  would  submit 
whether  they  ought  not  to  b«  applied  in 
aid  of  the  public  expenditure.  But,  if 
neither  of  these  opinions^  should  be  held 
▼alid,  he  hoped  that  the  abuses  in  the  ap- 
plication of  thi«  re?enue,  which  he  had 
the  power  of  proving,  would  be  thought 
sulficiently  important  to  deserve  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House. 

To  prove  that  these  duties  were  the  pro- 
perty of  the  inhabitanU  of  Barbadoes,  he 
would  mention  a  few  historical  focts.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Charles  1,  a 
grant  of  the  whole  island  of  Barbadoes, 
which  was  then  worth  nothing,  was  made 
to  the  earl  of  Carlisle ;  during  the  troubles 
of  the  civil  war  and  the  Protectorate,  how- 
ever, many  persons  went  over  there  as 
tettlers,  and  it  became,  from  a  desert  is- 
land, a, very  prosperous  place.  The  earl 
of  Carlisle  died  very  much  in  debt,  and 
bis  son  transfesred  the  grant  of  the  island 
of  Barbadoes  tq  thip  earl  of  Kinnoul.  The 
creditors  of  the  first  earl  of  Carlisle,  hearing 
that  the  island  had  become  a  valuable  pos- 
session, made  some  applications  to  the 
privy  council,  soon  after  the  restoration  of 
Charles  the  2d,  enforcing  their  claims  upon 
the  island  of  Barbadoes,  under  the  grant 
of  that  island  by  patent  to  the  earl  ofcar- 
lisle  by  Charles  the  1st,  and  as  those 
claims  most  materially  affected  the  rights 
mnd  interesU  of  the  land-holders  in  Barba- 
does, some  of  the  planters  came  over  to 
Enffland«  and  to  the  same  privy  council 
made  an  ofier  of  something  like  a  royal 
r^enue,  if  they  were  continued  and  secured 
in  their  rights  and  possessions.  What 
was  really  conceded  by  the  delegates  of 
Barbadoes  to  the  crown  on  this  occastoo 
IS  difiicult  40  find  out ;  we  have  however 
the  authority,  of  lord  Clarendon,  who  as- 
sisted at  their  privy  council,  for  the  fiicts, 
TJa.  that  the  patent  to  the  first  earl  of  Car- 
lisle was  surrendered,  and  lordKinnool 
was  to  have  an  annuity  of  1,000/.  per  an- 
num in  perpetuity,  and  which  he  has  to 
this  ddy  in  satisfaction  of  his  olahns  under 
^ord  Carlisle.  We  know,  too,  that  a  colo- 
nic act  of  the  island  of  Barbadoes  passed 
in  \M5,  immediately  after  the  return  of 
the  df^legatof  «rooi  Sngland,.  in  whidi  it 
I 


was  declared,  that  in  consideration  of  the 
chars^es  incurred  in  maintaining  his  ma* 
jestyns  anthority  there,  they  gave  and 
granted  to  his  majesty,  and  his  successors^ 
for  ever,  an  impo^  or  custom  upon  this 
dead  commodities  of  that  island,  at  thef 
rate  of  4f  in  specie,  for  every  five  score. 
But  this  money  was  raised  for  public  ser* 
vice  in  that  island  for  the  raising  and  re- 
pairing of  fortifications,  he, — none  of  it 
was  intended  ^to  come  to  this  country. 
(Then  the  hon.  member  read  the  act  of  the 
island,  with  all  the  specific  appropriations 
of  this  impost  to  colonial  purposes.)  In 
the  reign  of  Charles  2,  when  the  regula* 
tions  for  his  revenue  were  adopted,  no 
mention  was  made  of  thiiHund  as  a  royal 
hereditary  revenue ;  nor  was  there  any  in* 
that  of  James  2,  to  whom  the  whole  royal 
establishment  was  transferred,  as  held  b^ 
his  predecessor.  In  William  3,  indeed,  this 
fund  was  recognized  in  two  acts  as  among 
the  small  hereditary  revenues  of  the  crown : 
but  when  the  civil  list  of  queen  Anne  was 
arranged,  a  petition  was"  presented  firom 
the  planters  of  Barbadoes,  stating,  that 
the  funds  had  been  perverted  from  their 
original  purpose,  and  praying  that  they 
might  be  applied  to  their  legitimate  dse. 
In  consequence,  a  committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons  examined  this  petition,  and 
addressed  the  queen,  and  requested  that 
these  funds  might  be  appropriated,  as  they 
were  intended,  to  colonial  purposes;  and 
they  were  so.  In  George  1,  thi«  fund  was 
again  specifically  exempted  when  arran^^- 
ing  the  royal  revenue;  and  the  same  m 
Georse  2.  Upon  the  accession  of  his  pre- 
sent Majesty,  however,  a  new  species  of 
arrangement  took  place.  It  was  agreed, 
that  upon  his  surrendering  certain  revenues 
he  should  receive  a  specifac  sum  for  his  the 
civil  list.  It  might  be  said,  indeed,  (and  that 
was  the  only  thing  that  could  be  urged) 
that  in  the  enumeration  of  the  revenues, 
which  was  moved  for  in  consequence  of 
his  Majesty's  message  to  parliament,  thb 
fund  of  ^  per  cent,  was  not  surrendered 
by  name. .  True :  and  why  ?  Because  he 
could  not  be  said  to  possess  them*  Queen 
Anne  never  had  them :  and  they  were  spe* 
cifically  exempted  in  the  regulations  fbr 
the  revenue  of  George  1  and  2.  But  ad* 
mitting  that  tliese  sums  ought  to  find  their 
way  into  this  country,  they  should  cer- 
tainly go  to  the  consdli^ated  fund,  and 
not  in  aid  of  the  civil  list* 

With  regard  to  the  abuses,  he  would 
state  that  this  fondhad  produced  1,600,000^ 
since  lui*  Majesty's  accession  and  oul  of 
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Hits,  400,0001.  had'  been  paid  for  salaries 
to  gOTemors.  If  this  sum  had  been  paid, 
however,  to  the  governors  of  Barbadoes 
and  Leeward  islands,  there  might  be  no  rea- 
son to  complain  ;  bat  oat  of  this  400,000/. 
all  the  governors  of  islands  seemed  to  be 
paid,  even  those  of  Gaerdsey  and  Jersey. 
Why  thill  nnfortunate  island  of  Barbadoes 
shoafd  be  saddled  with  payment  of  go- 
Temors  of  all  oar  other  islands  in  every 
part  of  the  world  no  man  could  devise. 

For  special  or  secret  service,  a  sum  of 
326,000/.  had  been  taken  from  this  fond, 
altogether  without  the  knowledge 'of  par- 
liament, a  proceeding  as  injarioas  to  the 
constitution  as  it  was  unjust  to  this  island. 
In  the  same  way;  it  appeared,  48,000/.  had 
been  apportioned  amongst  dtfTerent  secre- 
taries of  the  Treasury,  probably  for  parlia- 
mentary electioneering  purposes;  170,000/. 
had  been  given  at  different  times  from 
this  resoarce  to  the  civil  list  withoat  the 
Iniowledge  of  parliament,  though  the  civil 
list  was  a  fixed  and  settled  sam>  and  though 
the  crown  came  to  parliament  asking  for 
payment  of  its  debts>  and  concealing  this 
contribution  it  raised  from  this  devoted 
island  of  Barbadoes.  Bat  of  this  fund  too, 
740,000/.  had  in  the  course  of  the  present 
reign  been  paid  in  pensions  to  difierent'per- 
sons  in  this  country.  Tl^is  fond  had  the 
doable  advantage  of  being  out  of  sight, 
and  that  pensions  to  a  greater  amoant 
might  be  granted  out  of  it  than  oot  of  the 
civil. list,  where  by  Mr.  Burke's  act  they 
could  not  exceed  1,1200/.  per  annnm.  These 
united  circuinstances  had  made  the  4f 
per  cent,  duties  the  general  resort  for 
all  the  fashionable  world  who  were  in 
pursuit  of  pensions.  It  was  really  too  much 
that  all  those  lords  and  ladies^  and  mem- 
bers of  parliament,  with  their  wives,  and 
brothers,  and  sisters,  who  were  to  be  seen 
In  such  numbers  in  this  list  of  Barbadoes 
pensioners,  should  be  permitted  any  longer 
to  plunder  this  proscribed  portion  of  the 
empire.  The  only  remedy  for  this  crying 
grievance  to  these  islands,  and  this  source 
of  corruption  to  this  country,  was  to  do 
what  w^  done  in  queen  Anne^s  time,  to 
restore  for  a  second  time  these  duties 
to  the  local  and  colonial  purposes  for 
which  thev  were  originalhr  intended. 
He  should  however,  in  the  first  instance, 
content  himself  with  moving^  ''  That  a 
Select  Committ^  be  appointed,  to  exa- 
mine into  the  nanire  of  the  duties  arising 
in  the  island  of  ^rbadoes,  and  the  other 
.  Leeward  islands,  cotemooly  called  the  4f 
per  eenl.  Leeward  islaod  d«lies>  and  iBto 
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the  amount  and  application  of  the  tame ; 
distinguishing  each  year,  from  the  period 
of  his  Majesty's  accession  to  the  throne  to 
the  present  time ;  and  to  report  the  same 
to  the  House,  with  their  observations  there* 
upon." 

Mr.  Long  wished  that  the  hon.  gentle* 
man  had  studied  the  history  of  the  period 
he  had  alfoded  to  with  a  little  more  atten* 
tion,  and  he  would  then  have  found  that 
the  grant  to  the  king  by  the  act  of  the 
cc^lony  1663,  was  in  consideration  of  the 
planters  being  allowed  to  keep  possession 
of  their  lands ;  and  though  he  readily  ad- 
mitted, that  in  the  island  of  Barbadoes 
(and  there  alone)  a  part  of  this* revenue 
was  to  be  applied  to  local  purposes,  yet 
the  remainder  was  intended  to  be  reserved 
to  the  king.  When  the  hon.  gentleman 
referred  to  what  had  been  done  by  queen 
Anne,  he  should  have  taken  into  his  ob- 
servation all  the  collateral  circumstancei^ 
The  fact  was  this :  a  commission  was  sent 
out  to  Barbadoes  to  look  into  the  state  of 
the  fortifications,  which  they  had  reported 
to  be  in  complete  ruin,  sakI  an  Address 
was  consequently  presented  to  the  queen, 
that  she  would  be  pleased  to  apply  theise 
duties  to  the  purpose  of  repairing  those 
fortifications,  which  she  accordingly  did, 
and  therefore  they  were  excepted  in  the 
arran^men t  of  her  majesty 's  revenues.  It 
vras  his  decided  opinion  that  these  funds 
were  a  part  of  the  hereditary  revenue  of 
the  crown,  and  of  which  it  could  not  be 
divested  but  by  an  express  act  of  parlil^ 
ment ;  and  this  opinion  had  been  held  by 
a  recent  committee  of  that  House,  which 
had  declared  that  the  4t  per  cent,  duties 
had  been  considered  as  continuing  at  the 
disposal  of  the  crown  as  its  hereditary  re* 
venue.  When  he  considered  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  could  not  but  express  his 
dissent  at  going  into  a  i;ommittee  to  in- 
quire into  the  application  x»f  this  inferior 
branch  of  his  majesty's  revenue. 

Mr.  Paer  Moore  said,  that  the  simple 
ouestion  was,  did  those  fonds  belong  to 
the  crown,  or  did  they  not  ?  He  contended 
that  they  did  not,  tluit  they  were  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  revenues  of  the  duchy 
of  Cornwall,  and  no  one  would  contend 
that  the  crown  could  grant  pensions  on  the 
revenues  of  that  duchy. 

Lord  Foikeaone  said,  that  the  only  person 
found  on  either  side  of  the  House  to  oppose 
the  motion  for  a  committee,  was  a  nght 
hon.  gentleman  who  was  a  pensioner  to 
the  amount  of  l,iOOL  a  year  upon  theise 
^  percent  duties  which  it  was  the  pur* 
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po^e  ^f  tlie  motion  to  inquire  into,  and  that 
rigbi  bon.  giQfilleman  bad  defended  tbis 
disppution  of  t))eai  upon  tbe  sole  groUnd 
of  nsagt,  as  if  b^ause  an  abuse  was  an 
old  one,  it  joogbt,  therefore,  to  be  conti- 
nued. He  tben  proceeded  to  shew  that 
tbese  duties  w^re  excepted  out  of  the 
civil  list  of  queen  ^nne,  and  also  out  of 
those  of  Qf  orge  the  first  and  second,  and 
conld  not  consequently  have  rested  in  bis 
present  Majesty.  The  list  given  in  to  par- 
uamfnt  at  the  comiQeocement,  did  not 
(Contain  any  specification  of  these  duties, 
becai^se  that  list  was  not,  as  it  had  been 
fil^ged  0  be,  a  li«t  of  what  his  Majesty 
had  given  PP  in  lieu  of  tbe  civil  list  esta- 
plishment,  but  a  list  of  what  then  vested 
in  hioij  so  that,  according  to  his  Majesty's 
own  list,  they  had  then  the  strongest  nega- 
tive testimony  tba^  the  4fi  per  cents,  were 
HO^  tb^n  in  possession  of  tbe  crown. 

Mr.  I^oMg  explained.  He  did  not  say 
4)^  ally  length  of  ti^ae  was  a  justifiable 
l^ason  for  tbe  ^ontiiiM^nce  of  ^  abuse ; 
tHit  be  stalled  tbe  contiiiuance  of  the  prac* 
ti^  in  t^  crown  of  granting  pensions 
4HU  of  this  fnnd  as  a  proof  of  its  not  being 
f»abost* 

l^rd  FolktiUmp  replied,  that  tbe  only 
^iQerence  between  biqn  and  the  right  boo. 
gentleman  was,  that  what  tbe  right  bon. 
gentleman  called  an  old  pr^tice  hec$dled 
tn  old  abuse. 

Mf.  Jtptt  argued,  that  tbe  excepting  of 
Ifcis  fnnd  OQt  of  tbe  <;ivil  lists  of  the  sove- 
veigns  of  tbis  country  from  tbe  time  of 
kmg  William,  was  not  a  proof  of  tbe  fund 
not  being  ^  bereditary  revenue  of  the 
crown,  but  rather  the  contrary.  The  fact 
yras,  then,  when  such  exception  took  place, 
tb^  ci'own  tooV  the  disposal  of  tbe  revenue 
into  its  own  hands,  and  regular  accoauls 
of  its  application  wer^  constantly  laid  be- 
fore parliam^^^  l^  was  not  therefore,  as 
the  bon.  gentleman  bad  said,  a  fund  out  of 
sight.  If  tbis  fund  was  to  be  appropriated 
particularly  for  local  purposes,  as  it  was 
Gontend#iU  how  came  it  that  tbe  Board  of 
Trade,  when  rf  commending  tho  repairing 
of  tbe  fort#  of  Barbadoes,  did  not  direct 
|he  eicjpences  atteiidant  on  such  repairs  to 
be  defrayoci  out  of  tbese  4^  per  cents  ? 
)^rd  Thurlow,  too»  as  lord  chancellor  of 
England,  had  recognised  tbe  right  of  ibp 
4;rown  to  grant  pensions  out  of  tJhis  fund. 
The  right  boo.  gentLeman  tben  defended 
the  pension  held  by  bjs  right  bon.  friend. 
CoBsidfiring  his  labour  lor  ten  years,  and 
thearduoys  sitnaiion  which  be  filled  ;with 
m  inadequate  salary,  it  was  Wd  tn  say 
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that  a  pension  of  1,500/.  was  too  great  » 
recompense  for  him. 

Mr.  Mmr^  contrasted  the  situation  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Barbadoes  now  and  at 
the  time  when,  in  tbo  exuberance  of  their 
loyalty,  tbey  voluntarily  made  a  grant  of 
this  revenue  to  the  crown.  Then  tbey 
were  a  flourishing  colony :  now,  th^y  were 
reduced  to  a  state  calamitous  in.  the  ex- 
treme, by  duties  which  we  had  imposed 
on  them  without  their  consent.  They 
were  now  an  oppressed,  a  tax-bartbened^ 
as  well  as  a  calumniated  people. 

Mr.  Crttnty  replied,  and  said,  that  what- 
ever might  be  the  fate  of  bis  motion,  ho 
wasdetermined  not  to  let  the  subject  sleep* 
He  pledged  himself  to  take  every  oppor* 
tunity  of  bringinff  it  forward  in  every 
shape  he  could  before  the  House. 

The  Oumcellorqflhe  Exchequer  said,  that 
he  should  not  have  risen,  but  for  what  had 
fallea  from  the  hqo.  gentleman ;  and  ho 
certainly  was  astonished  in  fio  little  de- 
gree,  to  hear  tbe  bon.  gentleman's  threat 
of  renewing  this  qpestion,  after  the  plain 
and  satisfsuctory  statement  of  bis  right  boo. 
friend.  He  did  not  mean  to  entf  r  into 
tbe  question ;  bat  be  conld  not  help  al« 
lading  to  tl|^  strange  argument  of  th^ 
noble  lord,  wbicb  deduced  a  non-jpos- 
session  of  this  revenue  in  the  crown  rrom  • 
its  being  excepted  oot  of  the  civi)  li^ 
Tbe  simple  truth  was,  that  tb#  excepting 
it  out  of  the  civil  list  was  actually  leaving 
it  as  an  hereditary  revenue  to  the  crown. 
Before  he  sat  down,  be  thought  it  right 
also  merely  to  bint  at  what  was  said  by  an 
bon.  gentleman  of  the  distresses  of  tbe 
colonists.  It  was  unfair  to  impute  those 
distresses  to  duties  levied  on  their  sugars 
by  us,  when  it  was  w^U  knpwn  that  tbey 
were  to  be  attribulted  tp  the  want  of  their 
usual  great  market»r-to  their  being  shut 
put  from  the  continent. 

Mr.  Whitkread  observed,  that  it  was 
very  unusual  for  any  member  to  take  up  a 
debate  in  the  way  that  tbe  right  bun.  gen- 
tleman bad  done.  Without  meaning  any 
personal  disrespect  to  the  late  Secretary 
of  t&e  Treasury,  he  had  no  hesitation  to 
say,  that  on  this  subject  he  was  a  mast 
questionable  advocate.:  and  bowevei 
pleased  tbe  Chancellor  of  the  £;iche<|aer 
might  have  been  with  tbe  speech  of  the 
right  bon.  gentleman,,  he  must  confess 
that  what  blunted  the  cpbt  bqn.  gentle- 
man's appetite,  only  Netted  his.  Hf 
thought  with  his  bon.  frif  nd  behind  bimu 
that  it  was  highly  improper  that  the  hn^ 
aittsss  of  th«s«  4|.  p^  «entf  datias«hoi4d 
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rest  where  it  now  did.  As  to  T^hdt  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  said  in  relation 
to  the  distresses  of  the  colonies,  when 
the  acqaaintance  with  the  statg  of  the  co- 
lonies of  the  hon.  gentleman  tvho  called 
those  colonists  a  devoted  people  was  con- 
sidered, he  believed  that  the  House  would 
think  with  him,  that  ^hat  the  right  hon. 
gentl^m&n  had  said  was  a  Tittle  too  much, 
—a  little  too  presumptuoiis.  Besides,  the 
reply  that  those  distresses  proceeded  from 
the  difficulty  of  access  to  the  continent, 
came  with  a  very  bad  grace  from  the 
right  hon.  ffentlftman,  whdsd  measures 
virere  the  chief  cause  of  that  difficulty, 
f  hd  hon.  gentleman  then  remarked  on  the 
propriety  of  the  pension  settled  on  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  asked, 
would  parliament  have  addressed  the  King 
to  grant;  him  1,500/.  a  year  for  his  ser- 
vices, in  case  the  4|  per  cents  had  not 
existed  ?  Certainly  not :  and  did  hot  this 
fund,  therefore,  aefeat  the  object  of  Mr. 
Burke's  bill  ?  He  th^n  alladed  to  other 
h^^ds  mentioned  in  the  accounts  of  the 
l»xpenditure  of  this  fund,  particularly  that 
of  Special  Service.  He  did  not  know 
What  this  special  service  meant;  but  if  he 
could  lend  an  ear  to  the  cklamnies  that 
tvere  always  going  aboat,  he  might  per- 
haps be  able  to  understand  it.  It  was  to 
'  be  sure  impossible  that  any  such  thing  as 
bribery  and  corruption  could  exist  in  that 
House  now:  but  certainly  there  was  a 
time  when  it  was  notorious  that  rank  and 
gross  bribery  did  exist  there:  and  who 
knew  but  that  the  special  service  of  that 
time  was  this  very  rank  and  gross  bribery  ? 
To  him  it  appeared,  that  there  were  suffi- 
cient grounds  laid  for  going  into  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  question  was  then  called  for,  and 
the  House  divided— For  the  Motion  19. 
Against  it  50. 

Committee  on  Civil  List  Revenue- 
Motion  RksPECTiNC  Mr.  Eden.]  Mr. 
Eden  rose,  for  the  purpose  of  moving 
the  House  that  he  might  be  discharged 
from  attending  the  committee  for  which  he 
had  moved  yesterday,  on  the  subject  of 
the  expences  of  the  Civil  List.  Mutilated 
as  the  committee  was  by  the  way  in  which 
it  was  appointed  ;  deprived  of  the  power 
of  sending  for  persons,  papers,  and  re- 
cords ;  crippled  as  it  was,  in  every  re- 
spect, by  the  limited  poVtrers  with  which 
it  was  invented,  or  rather  by  ihe  total  want 
of  all  powers — he  could  jnot  but  conceive 
it  pef^ctly  inadequate  to  the  d^ccomplish- 
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ment  of  the  objett  hfe  had  in  view,  6r,  id- 
deed,  to  the  accomplishment  ofany  good 
or  legitimate  object  whatever.  He  must, 
therefore,  beg  that  his  attendance  on  such 
a  committee  be  dispensed  with.  The 
committee  might  conjecture,  but  it  (iould 
not  come  to  any  well-founded  conclusion 
on  any  one  topic  which  might  come  be- 
fore them.  They  might  express  regret  at 
atiy  expence  which  might  seem  too  great, 
but  they  could  neither  come  to  any  sound 
judgment  as  to  the  amount  of  the  unneces- 
sary and  improper  expenditure,  nor  adopt 
tneans  for  preventing  it  in  future.  He 
was  thoroughly  persuaded  that  it  would 
be  a  Waste  of  his  own  time  in  him  to  at- 
tend stich  a  committee ;  nor  did  he  ftel 
that  he  could  be  an  efficient  member  of  it. 
*— The  question  being  put  and  seconded, 

Mr.  Yorke  was  of  opinion  that  after  the 
hon.  member  had,  no  fhrther  off  than  yes- 
terday, moved  for  the  appointment  of  this 
very  committee,  and  after  the  House  had, 
on  his  own  suggestion,  reposed  in  him  the 
doty  of  being  a  member  of  that  commit- 
tee, it  was  rather  inconsistent  in  him  now 
to  come  to  the  House,  and  desire  to  be 
discharged  from  attendance  on  the  com- 
mittee, merely  because  the  House  had  not 
thought  proper  to  grant  to  the  hon.  mem- 
bet  all  that  he  asked.  The  House  had  re- 
fused, and  he  thought  properly  so,  to  grant 
to  this  committee  greater  powers  than 
they  had  given  to  a  committee  on  the 
same  subject  in  1804.  But  still  when  the 
committee  met,  if  they  should  be  of  opi- 
nion that  they  had  not  due  means  of  in<- 
formation  on  any  particular  subject,  ot 
even  if  any  individual  member  of  the 
committee  was  of  that  opinion,  might  not 
the  committee,  through  their  chairman,  or 
^ny  individual  member,  come  to  the 
House  and  move  for  such  information  as 
they  might  think  wanting,  on  any  branch 
of  the  subject  referred  to  them  ?  He  did 
not  see  why  the  House  ought  to  distrust 
the  committee  they  had  appointed;  nolr 
could  he  consent  that  the  hon.  member 
who  had  had  a  duty  devolved  on  him  by 
the  House»  at  his  own  desire,  should  be 
discharged  from  that  duty  because  he  had 
not  got  all  he  wanted. 

Mr.  Homer  contended  that  the  chargepT 
inconsistency  attempted  to  be  made  against 
his  hon.  friend  wsTs  utterly  unfounded. 
The  right  hoif.  gentlefnan  iaid,  it  was  in- 
consistent in  his  hoh.  friend  to  ask  to  be 
discharged  of  a  duty  which  he  had  asked 
to  be  allowed  to  perform.  Nothing,  how- 
ever, eould  be  .80  unfounded/  His  fcon*. 
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friend  bad  ^askod  iot  m  committee  to  in* 
quire ;  the  Hoase  had  appoiqted  a  com* 
mittee  to  consider,  but  had  denied  him  a 
committee  to  enquire.  They  bad  gifen 
him  a  committee  utterly  unfit  for  any 
ffood  purpose.  But,  whether  they  were 
St  for  any  tfood  purpose  or  not,  it  was 
enough  for  his  hon.  friend  to  say,  that 
this  was  not  the  committee  be  asked.  The 
committee  appointed  was  a  committee  on 
nothing  but  accounts,  and  yet  they  were 
denied  the  power  of  sending  for  a  single 
explanatory  paper.  If  this  was  so,  what 
inconsistency  could  be  attributed  to  his 
hon.  friend  in  requesting  that  he  might  be 
discharged  from  attending  such  a  commit- 
tee, after  the  House  bad  denied  them 
those  powers,  which  could  alone  render 
their  appointment  available  ?  He  thought 
bis  hon.  friend  had  acted  a  manly  and 
becoming  part  in  asking  to  be  discharged 
from  attending  a  committee  whose  labours 
must  be  completely  inefficacious. 

Mr.  Baibunt  was  of  opinion,  that  any 
information  which  might  be  wanted  by 
4he  committee  miffht  still  he  obtained  by 
coming  to  the  House,  after  they  were 
aware  of  the  particular  head  on  which  the 
papers,  or  other  information,  would  be  re- 
quired. Then,  too,"  it  woufd  be  in  the 
power  of  the  House  to  consider,  whether 
the  information  ought  to  be  asked  by  vote 
or  by  address.  The  limited  powers  of  the 
committee  at  present,  did  not  go  to  infer 
^  permanent  exclusion  of  eTidence,  but 
only  put  it  on  the  committee,  in  the  first 
place,'  to  see  what  could  be  done  by  the 
information  afforded  them  by  the  crown. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  xioniended,  that  his  hon. 
friend  had  been  perfectly  consistent. 

Mr.  Macdonaid  asked,  would  the  right 
hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  now 
undertake  to  consent  to  address  the  crown 
for  the  papers  necessary  to  enable  the 
'committee  to  come  to  some  judgment  on 
the  matter  referred  to  them  ?  At  present 
the  committee  had  nothing  to  do  but  to 
take  their  chance  of  any  papers  falling 
into  their  way. 

Mr.  ilf.  Montague  wfis  afraid  that  thepre- 

•ent  motion  might  be  of  dangerous  example, 

and  induce  the  people  to  believe  that  that 

House  wished  to  deny  inquiry. 

'The  motion  was  then  put  and  negatived. 
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Wedneidajf,  Fetruory  12. 
Corn  iNTxacouRSB  Act.]     Sir  /.  New- 
for$  said,  he  did  i^ot  entertain  any  doubt 
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that  if  he  bad  made  the  complaint  which 
now  occasioned  him  to  rise,  to.  his  Majes- 
ty's government,  they  would  have  paid 
every  attention  to  it  But  be  considered^ 
when  the  object  wu  one  of  great  national 
importance,  it  was  better  to  state  the 
grievance  in  the  House  than  out  of  it ;  and 
whenever  any  attempt  was  made  to  place 
the  letter  of.tfae  Act  of  Union  in  competi- 
tion with  its  spirit,  he  would  always  con- 
sider it  his  duty  to  notice  it  By  the 
Cora  Intercourse  Act  of  1807,  which  was 
founded  on  the  Act  of  Union,  all  vessels 
laden  with  corn  from  England  and  Ire- 
land, were  permitted  to  enter  the  ports  of 
the  two  countries  respectively,  u  if 
coasters,  without  being  subjected  to  the 
difficulties  of  a  formal  entry  at  the  Cus- 
tom-house. This  provision  was  complied 
with  in  all  the  ports  of  this  country^  with 
the  exception  of  Liverpool  and  BristoL 
Of  the  conduct  pursued  at  the  former  port 
he  had  some  time  since  complained.  His 
present  complaint  related  only  to  the  lat- 
ter, and  the  ground  of  it  was  this :  every 
person  knew,  that  when  a  vessel  was  ladea 
with  corn,itwasnecessary,for  its  preserva- 
tion from  the  water,  which  exuded  through 
\he  side  of  the  ship,  that  it  should  be 
protected  by  mats ;  and  as  it  was' a  cargo 
more  likely  than  any  other  to  shift,  ami 
thus  endanger  the  safety  of  the  crew  and 
vessel,  it  was  necessary  that  boards  should 
be  used  to  keep  it  slteady.  Now,  when 
vessels  arrived  at  the  port  of  Bristol,  laden 
with  com  from  Ireland,  the  Custom-house 
officers  there  insisted,  that  those  mats  and 
boards  should  be  entered  as  being  the  pro- 
dace  of  Russia.  This  was  most  unjust; 
for  no  fraud  could  possibly  be  intended. 
Those  mats  and  boards  were  much  cheaper 
here  than  in  Ireland ;  and  if  any  person 
thought  proper  to  export  them  fVom  that 
country,  it  would  be  at  their  own  certain 
loss.  He  had  received  a  representation 
from  a  respectable  gentleman  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  trusted  that  such  an  infraction 
of  the  spirit  of  the  Corn  Intercourse  Act 
would  no  longer  be  permitted. 

Mr.  tV.  Pole  said,  that  no  application 
had  been  made  either  to  the  board  ef 
Customs  or  the  Treasury,  on  the  subject. 
If  the  circumstance  had  been  stated  to 
him,  he  would  have  apprised  the  Treasury 
of  it,  where,  he  was  sure,  no  well-founded 
complaint  ever  went  unredressed.  He 
would,  however,  immediately  inquire  into 
the  circumstances.  Certaiuly,  the  Cns^ 
torn- house  officers  at  Bristol  could  have 
no  wilful  intention  to  infringe  a  law  ao 
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benefioia)  to  both  countries.  They  might 
have  conceired  that  some  smoggliDg  was 
intended,  and  perhaps  the  act  to  which 
Ihe  right  hon.  baronet  referred,  might 
itand  in  need  of  some  amendment. 

Sir  J.  Newport  again  obserred,  that  he 

J>referred  mentioning  the  bosinesA  public- 
y,  than  having  recourse  to  a  prirato  com- 
munication. 

RoTAL  Maeinb  Corps.]  Mr.  Hutchm- 
WH  rose,  jpursuant  to  notice,  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  present  state  and 
condition  of  the  Royal  Marine  Corps.  He 
said,  he  felt  so  convinced  that  the  claims 
of  this  deserving  body  of  men  wanted  no- 
thing but  inquiry  to  make  their  justice  and 
Talidity  generally  acknowledged,  that  he 
was  only  anxious  that  the  inquiry  might 
be  promptly  entered  upon,  and  actively 
followed  up,  and  should  be  more  than  sa- 
tisfied if  his  motion  should  have  even  in- 
cidentally so  favourable  a  result.  The 
immediate  object  of  his  motion  was  the 
production  of  certain  papers,  and  if  he 
could  prevail  upon  the  House  to  grant 
those  papers,  it  was  his  ultimate  intention 

.  to  found  upon  them  a  further  motion  for 
an  Address  to  the  Prince  Regent,  that  he 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  take  the 
present  stete  of  the  Royal  Marine  Corps 
into  his  consideration.      He  was  at  the 

-  same  time  willing  to  ^vow,  that  should  he 
receive  from  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, any  satisfactory  declaration  of 
his  intentions  to  remedy  what  appeared  to 
him  to  be  serious  grievances,  he  could  have 
no  objection  to'withdraw  his  motion.  The 
merits  of  the  Marine  Corps  were  at  once 

'  so  high  and  so  notorious,  as  to  be  acknow- 

'  ledged  universally,  and  to  be  admitted 
among  the  first  claimants  to  the  gratitude  of 
their  country.  If  such  a  body  complained 
of  any  alleged  grievance,  their  complaint 
bad  a'  weighty  claim  upon  the  attentiqn  of 
that  House ;  but  it  was  not  less  the  duty 
of  that  House  to  see  them  done  justice  to, 
because  their  commendable  sense  of  their 
duty,  as  a  military  body,  had  kept  them 
silent,  patient,  and  forbearing,  under  the 
consciousness  of  existing  grievances.  He 
did  not  stand  up  there  to  complain  on  their 
behalf,  as  their  commissioned  advocate. 
He  merely  stood  forward  as  an  indepen* 
dent  member  of  parliament,  to  point  out 
what  appeared  to  him  to  be  grievances, 
and  if  the  House  thought  them  so,  to  call 

•  upon  parliament  to  redress  them.  The 
Marine  Corps  were  not  placed  upon  an 
equal  footing  with  every  other  corps  in 
(VOL.  XXI.) 
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the  service',  either  with  respect  to  rank  or 
emolument  All  the  superior  stations  of 
their  corps,  as  for  instance,  generals  and 
colonels  of  marines,  were  filled  by  navy 
officers.  Their  senior  commandants,  after 
50  or  60  years  service,  were  worse  paid 
than  even  a  colonel  of  militia :  they  were 
never  placed  on  the  staff,^hey  never  ob- 
tained either  governments  or  regiments, 
while  both  were  given  to  navy  officers, 
who  enjoyed  lucrative  situations  in  Green« 
wich  hospitel  and  elsewhere,  to  which 
marine  officers  were  never  once  admittecU 
though  they  contributed  to  the  support  of 
those  esublishments.  The  general  of 
marines,  the  lieutenant-genertd,  and  the 
major-general,  had  been,  and  always  were, 
admirals  in  the  navy.  The  first  had,  as 
general  of  marines,  5/.  a  day,  the  lieute- 
nant-general U,  and  the  major-general  S/. 
a  day,  exclusive  of  their  pay  and  rank  as 
admirals,  while  the  senior  commandant,  or 
in  other  words,  the  acting  general  of  ma- 
rines, had  but  50s.  a  day,  and  was  allowed 
but  one  horse,  while  the  major-general  on 
the  staff  was  allowed,  on  an  average,  from 
ten  to  fourteen.  If  marine  officers  could 
not  be  placed  upon  the  staff,  there  could 
be  no  objection  to  grant  them  staff  allow- 
ances proportioned  to  their  rank,  at  least 
equal  to  tnose' enjoyed  by  the  naval  gene- 
rals.—Another  hardship  peculiar  to  this 
service,  was  the  singular  slowness  by. 
which  merit  rose  to  rank.  A  man  witb 
all  the  2eal  of  one  who  loved  his  country, 
and  with  all  the  ambition  of  a  soldier, 
might,  for  30  or  40  years,  be  fighting  the 
battles  of  that  country^  before  he  arrived  at 
the  rank  of  a  field  officer.  There  was, 
indeed,  a  contemptible  paucity  of  fiel4 
officers.  The  proportion  of  the^  field 
officers  to  those  of  the  line,  were  as  one  to 
four,  and  as  one  to  five,  compared  with 
the  artillery.  The  Royal  Marine  Corps 
constituted  one-fourth  of  the  British  navy, 
and  yet  among  35,000  men,  there  were 
but  45  field  officers  :  while  the  artillery, 
not  exceeding  ]7,0(X)  men,  had,  he  be- 
lieved, eighty  field  officers.  Hence  one 
of  the  causes  of  the  slow  promotion,  and 
hence  also  the  frequent  necessity  of  iao- 
posing  on  captains  not  field  officers,  the 
duty  of  field  officers.  So  slow  had  been 
the  promotion,  that  there  were  not  then  in 
the  line  20  capuins  of  the  same  standing 
with  the  senior  capteins  of  the  marines* 
Many  of  those  who  were  now  admirals 
and  generals,  were^not  in  the  service  when 
some  of  the  senior  capUins  of  marines  had 
already  distinguished  tbemstlves.  If  this 
(3C) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


fBS]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS 

tyitem  operate  m>  twtnly  mi  th«  kigWr 
ranks  of  officers,  bow  Miif  t  it'b^  fcH  by  tiM 
Mbaitcrm  f  Bot  it  was  not  so  much  Ibo 
Ibelings  of  indifkhial  ^auas,  as  ikbo  well 
groaiide^  dissalisfiiietioD  of  a  great  aad 
flietitorioas  BiiHtary  body,  that  called  Ibr 
tODSideratioii.  llie  aiarin^  officets  fete 
themselres,  as  it  were^  superieded  in  tbeir 
rank.  (Hear,  bear!  from  Mr.  Yorke.) 
He  sboold  explain  to  the  right  bon.  ge»- 
lleman  what  he  meant  when  be  said  sn* 
perseded  in  their  rank.  A  regulation 
•some  years  ago  bad  been  adopted,  ex- 
eladiiig  the  marine  corps  from  any  gar^ 
rison  co^amand.  The  wisdom  of  this 
regalation  be  could  not  see,  hot  the  oo»* 
se^ttences  of  ft  operated  rather  harshly 
vpon  this  corps;  fov  land  were  tboy 
iijight,  they  always  were  coaipelled  to 
five  way  to  the  garrison  officer,  however 
inferior  bis  rank  to .  that  of  the  cotn- 
nsndant  of  marhMs ;  so  that  tbia  BAost 
deserving  corps  had  not  only  the  mortifi« 
eation  to  see  the  bigber  sitaations  ol  its 
mrn  estabHshttients  filled  by  officers,  not 
#f  the  corps,  but  to  feel  itself  in  a  worse 
eitoation  in  point  of  staff  advantages,  than 
anv  other  description  of  Ibroe  in  the  Bri- 
tish empire,  and  at  ^e  saoM  time  to  see 
that  it  wu  placed  in  the  desraded  sita- 
ation  of  having  seitber  estaUisbed  rank 
in  the  line  as  a  corps,  nor  efficient  in- 
dividaal  rank  at  their  respootivo  bead 
^usrtera.-»He  bad  said,  that  tbeir  pro- 
aioiion  was  tediously  disheartening.  He 
wottid  take,  for  instance,  the  year  of  the 
Jubilee,  1810,  the  number  of  naval  officers 
promoted  were'  as  follows,  33  admirals, 
113  captains,  156  commandeni^  437  lieu- 
tenants: during  the  same  period  there 
had  not  been  promoted,  even  to  brevet 
rank  in  ibe  marines,  more  than  37  offi- 
cers; not  two  steps  had  taken  place  in 
the  corps  within  that  period ;  the  ex- 
pence  to  the  pablic  arising  Ahmq  this 
fiikval  promotion  aoiounted  to  60,000/.  a 
year,  while  that  of  the  marines  did  not 
exceed  700/.  But  it  might  be  sakl,  that 
the  marine  corps  fermed  part  of  the  navy : 
if  It  did  so,  why  should  so  cAotrve  a  part 
of  that  navy  be  ^e  only  part  excluded 
IVom  the  oi^dipary  naval  advantages  of 
rank  and  emolument  ?  Did  it  deserve  to 
be  so  disgracefblly  distinguished  firom  the 
rest  of  the  navy  ?  And  if  h  did  n6t, 
where  was  the  equity  or  policy  in  mak- 
ing men  suffisr  a  degradation  which  tbey 
vrere  conscious  of  not*  deserving  ?  The 
right  bon.  gentleman  had  cried  "  hear !'' 
Was  it  not  tfsgrading  a  aettior  nnfine  oA- 
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eer  to  fii)\|ect  him  in  all  garristes  to  thto 
comqiaBd  of  My  garrisoB  officer,  however 
junior  lo  him,  and  so  to  su^ect  liia»  doI; 
in  oompliaoee  with  any  genial  rule,  b«t 
by  ma]u9g  the  corps  to  which  be  bel«tt9»- 
od  the  ^rwind  of  a  solitary  e»:eptioB  t» 
a  general  aulstasy  tegolatioa?  Anotiser 
hardship  was,  that  the  pay  captains  of 
grand  divisions  had  no  allowance  for  pa]^ 
ing  the  several  companies  of  which  they 
wsire  in  charge,  though  the  saving  to  the 
public  in  conscqaence  of  the  laborioos 
d«ties  of  those  officers,  was  very  oonss- 
dorabK  tboogb  every  captain  of  the  line 
bad  ao  allowance  for  paying  bis  respoo^^ 
tive  company.  The  serjeaots  of  marines 
when  admitted  into  Qreenwicb  Hospital, 
had  DO  better  allowance  tban  that  pos- 
sessed by  the  private  of  marinesi  or  the 
comoum  sailor,  while  the  sorjeant  of  the 
Une  in  Chelsea  Hospital'  rec^ved  an  i»- 
creaso  of  pension  in  some  instances  to 
the  amouni  ol  ds*  3d.  per  day,  though 
the  marine  seijoant  bad  bat  one  dulling. 
The  Serjeants  and  soldiers  in  the  li^ 
were  allowed  to  reckon  three  for  every 
two  years  of  service  in  the  Bast  or  West 
Indies,  for  the  purpose  of  claiming  an  in- 
creaoe  of  pay  and  pension  in  case  of  dis- 
charge. That,  regulation  did  not  extend 
to  tbe  flMuiaes ;  the  commissioaod  officers 
of  marines  oould  hokl  no  situation  in  the 

Svernment  or  management  of  either 
lelsea  or  Greenwich  hospitals,  ^agb 
they  contributed  annnaUy  a  day's  pay 
and  a  certain  proportion  of  their  pna^- 
money,  to  both  tliose  great  national  in- 
stitutions, it  appeared,  then,  that  if  the 
marines  were  compared  with  the  line  or 
artillery,  tbey  were  excluded  fnom  the 
staff;  they  had  no  adequate  proportion 
of  field  officers,  and  that  the  promotion 
was  most  disbearteniogly  slaw..  He  should 
propose  to  remedy  these  grievances  with- 
out delay :  the  corps  should  be  iirereasod, 
the  situation  of  its  commandant  improved, 
promotion  accelerated— -all  of  which  asight 
be  done  without  any  addition  to  the  pab- 
lic burthens.  The  number  of  second  lieu- 
tenants might  be  curtailed,  and  the  pay 
and  alkiwances  of  the  drummers  now  noa- 
efibctive,  might  also  be  applied  to  that 
purpose,  as  completely  to  oovor  the  oa- 
pence,  which  coaM  not  axoeed  <,000/L'a 
year ;  but  it  was  not  for  him  to  do  moie 
than  invite  the  attentioii  of  the  House 
and  the  Admhrahy  to  this  sobjocl.  He 
sald4hat  in  the  comparison  ho  kM(l  made 
between  the  marines  and  the  oavy»  be 
wished  distinctly  to   be  ondorslood   as 
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^MiiiMMa|f^iliglil«ftl  imiiMMlioft  thai 
%bt  rew»nl»  cor  lio««urt  of  ^M  BrAitii 
miry  ^^rm  it  all  beyond  Ha  ntferiu ;  fir 
Irom  it;  it  #w  barely  pMHble  for  tbe 
gratitude  of  the  cotMtry  to  keep  p«ce 
with  the  illostrioot  ebaan,  the  skH)  and 
Ttlovr  of  the  Brititli  B^yy  were  wablnf 
mpon  it  every  hour;  all  ho  weoat  was, 
not  that  tht  nofy  ahoiild  have  iem,  bot 
th«t  the  naarinet  shoatd  hav«  m^re*  He 
then  movedi  ''That  there  bo  laid  before 
this  Hooee>  a  Copy  of  the  Memorial  of 
the  coiaiiiandants,  liold  oificert,  and  mnior 
«ft|»taint  of  tht  Roya)  Marrnts,  to  the 
right  honourable  the  Lords  ConuniisioDeri 
of  the  Adnnralty^  relatiye  to  tbe  attuation 
of  that  eorpt  in  1 8 10  :^'  If  thia  was  agreed 
to,  it  was  his  inteatioR  to  more  for  "  A 
copy  of  the  Letters  of  colonels  Desbrowe 
and  Trench,  as  to  the  appoiataaents  and 
rank  in  the  said  corpse  addressed  to  the 
B^ird  of  Adniiralty  i»  tbe  year  1810/' 
Mr.  Ycrke  said,  thai,  as  to  tbe  latter 
aiotion,  he  was  conrioeed  chat  the  Home 
woold  not  require  a  prtvate  le^r  to  be 
prodoced.  As  tbe  objeet  of  moving  for 
the  oiher  paptr  was  deelared  to  be  in 
order  to  ground  an  Address  lo  tbe  Prince 
Regent  upon,  he  thooght  it  necessary  to 
make  a  iew  obsenratioiii  upon  the  cant 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  submitced 
to  them.  He  porfectly  agreed  with  e? ery 
tbing  that  hid  been  s»d  about  tbe  merits 
ef  tbe  corpe,  but  at  they  were  well  known 
to  the  Hooae  and  to  the  empire  at  Imrge, 
he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  say  much 
upon  that  point.  The  House  were  ahrays 
alow  in  interfering  with  matters  6f  pure 
military  regulation  and  detail ;  and  unless 
ahey  were  conrinced  that  the  cxecutire 
bad  neglected  its  doty,  ihey  seldom  or 
nerer  interfered  in  these  points.  Now, 
ho  would  ask,  what  could  be  a  matter  of 
|Hurely  military  detail,  more  than  the  rank 
which  marine  ofioers  should  bare  upMi 
^^arriaon  doty  ?  it  must  be  recollected  by 
the  Houae,  that  there  waa  no  comptoint  of 
any  of  the  old  regula^ons  for  the  aMrine 
corps  havine  been  departed  from,  but  that 
it  was  mwely  a.  wkh  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man to  sufaittitute  some  others  in  their 
l^lace.  The  reaeon  why  they  had  not  the 
aane  rank  in  garriaonf,  was^  that  they 
were  seldom  or  never  called  upon  to  do 
fBirriaon  daty»  If  they  were  called  upon 
4o  do  garrison  duty  with  other  corps,  there 
was  no  doubt  but  that  their  officers  would 
take  rank  acc<HPdhig  to*  tbe  date  of  thehr 
cdOMiiBsiona ;  but  the  fact  was,  that  while 
A9f  ^09n  on  there,  all  th%t  WM  reqitfred 


^  them  waa  ta  lemaiii  orderly  in  their 
harraEcks,  and  therefore  no  qUestioa  of 
rank  aroae.  Oat  of  the  whole  noasber  of 
35,000  marines,  ^5,000  were  generally  on 
board  ships.  Where,  from  the  very  natora 
ef  the  serf  ice,  they  must  necessarily  ba 
under  the  command  of  the  captain  of  th« 
ship,  it  woaM  be  retetlected,  howeter. 
that  no  officer  higher  than  a  eaptain  m 
marines  could  be  called  epon  td  ser^e  oci 
board  a  ship;  and  therefore  vthen  they 
arrived  at  the  rank  of  field  oflkers,  they 
had  little  or  no  duties  (o  doy  and  they 
Hved  in  a  sort  of  retirement  fftm  tbe  ser- 
vice.  From^  the  difierenotf  of  the  serv^eai 
they  were  called  upon  to  perforib,  th^ 
was  little  analogy  neiween  the  si4ttatiett 
of  officers  of  marines,  and  officers  eHliei* 
In  the  line  or  the  artillerv.  Keeping  theM 
general  poinu  iar  view,  be  would  also  oIn 
serve,  diat  tba  system  now  act^  upon  in 
the  marine  service,  waa  that  which  had 
always  sabsiated.  The  aetWe  services  of 
the  marines  a«  a  body,  were  always  per^ 
formed  under  the  orders  and  auperin^ 
tendance  of  the  sea  eaptain,  or  admiral  of 
the  fleet.  Even  when  the  marines  were 
occasionally  landed  in  boats,  for  the  pm** 
posa  of  attacking  any  plate,  they  were 
under  the  conymand  fi  an  oQcerof  tbd 
navy.  This,  of  course,  prevented  th^m 
from  having  the  same  number  of  field  offi- 
cers as  were  poasessed  by  other  corps;  but 
if  any  occasion  occurred  when  they  wera 
landed,  and  acted  in  battalion,  then  they 
acted  under  their  own  field  officers.  There 
was  at  present  a  battalion  of  marines  'm 
actual  service  in  Portugal,  which  was  com^- 
manded  by  its  own  officers,  and  had  proved 
extremely  efSective  and  useful.  The  hon. 
gentleman  had  founded  his  complaint 
chiefly  on  the  small  number  of  ^ff  offi« 
cers  Which  belonged  to  the  marine  corna, 
and  tbft  inferior  amount  of  their  etmu« 
ment8,wben  cotkipared  with  those  of  other 
branches  of  the  naval  and  military  ser^ 
vice.  Now,  M  to  these  points,  he  would 
beg  leave  to  observe,  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject was  taken  into  thi^  consideration  of 
government  only  three  years  ago,  and  a 
very  material  addition  was  then  made  to 
the  emoluments  enjoyed  by  the  superior 
officers  of  the  marines.  He  was  quite 
persuaded  that  the  greater  part  of  the^a 
officei^  were  at  present  extremely  satisfied 
with  their  situation,  asxompared  with  that 
of  other  branches  of  the  service ;  and  aa 
this  improvement  of  their  general  situation 
and  prospects  had  taken  place  so  lately  al 
1 80&«  he  iraa  <NWvittced  that  there  waa  na 
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necessity  for  agtin  recommeiiaifig  that 
subject  to  the  attention  of  the  Prince  Re-^ 
gent,  or  of  the  House. — The  right  hon. 
gentleman  here  entered  into  a  comparison 
between  the  pay  and  emolument  of  the 
colonels,  command^ts,  and  majors  of  ma- 
rinesy  and  those  of  officers  of  similar  rank 
in  the  army,  from  which,  upon  the  whole, 
he  inferred  that  the  inequality  of  the  emo- 
luments was  trifling,  if  any,  and  not  greater 
than  what  was  occasioned  by  the  direr* 
sity  of  serrice.  The  hou.  gentleman  bad 
complained  of  the  slowness  of  promotion 
in  the  marine  service,  and  that  so  very 
lewofficers  reached  the  rank  of  command- 
ants. But  similar  complaints  were  equally 
applicable  to  promotions  in  the  tfrmy; 
for  how  few  colonels  in  the  army  were 
there,  comparatively  speaking,  who  could 
be  promoted  to  the  command  of  regi- 
ments? Besides,  during  war,  the  propor- 
tion of  marines  on  shore  was  extremely 
small,  when  compared  with  those  who 
were  on  shipboard,  and  these  entitled  to 
all  the  advantages  wliich  belonged  to  the 
naval  service,  such  as  the  chance  of  prize 
money,  &c.;  advantages  which  inferior 
officers  in  the  army  did  not  possess.  Were 
there  even,  therefore,  some  inequality  in 
the,  pay  of  these  respective  branches  of 
service,  he  saw  no  reason  for  chaffering  as 
the  hon.  gentleman  had  done,  about  a  few 
shillings  or  pounds,  more  or  less.  But  the 
divisions  of  marines  which  were  on  shore, 
and  which  never  amounted  to  mot-e  than 
10,000  men  out  of  their  whole  number, 
were  undoubtedly  sufficiently  supplied 
with  staff  officers.  Every  division  con- 
sisting of  1,000  men  had  generally  a  co- 
lonel commandant,  and  four  majors;  so 
that,  in  thia  respect,  he  really  never  heard 
a  matter  of  complaint  which  was  less  enti- 
tled to  the  consideration  of  t^e  House. 
Th%  service  of  the  artillery,  with  which 
that  of  the  marines  had  been  compared^ 
without  meaning  at  all  to  depreciate  the 
latter,  was  one  of  more  responsibility,  and 
of  a  more  arduous  nature,  and  which  ne- 
cessarily required  a  greater  number  of 
officers  of  rank ;  the  great  body  of  ma- 
rines being,  as  he  had  often  stated,  under 
the  orders  and  directions  of  naval  captains. 
—As  to  the  slowness  of  promotion  on  the 
part  of  marine  officers,  he  believed,  that  if 
the  boo.  gentleman  compared  it  with  what 
necessarily  took  place'in  the  promotion  of 
inferior  officers  in  the  army  'and  navy, 
there  would  appear  iiule  or  no  ground  of 
complaint. — With  regard  to  Greenwich 
hospital^  the  marines  contributed  the  same 
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as  the  seamen  to  that  establisbnent,  and 
enjoyed  from  it  the  same  advantages,  with 
this  single  excei^tion,  that  the  superior 
officers  of  that  natronal  establishment  were 
generally  chosen  from  the  navy ;  but  thia 
m  itself  was  such  a  trifle,  (there  being 
only  four  or  five  situations  of  the  descrip* 
tion  alluded  to,)  as  hardly  to  deserve  the 
attention  of  the  House.— The  hon.  gentle- 
man had  also  complained  that  marines, 
serving  in  the  East  and  West  Indies,  were  * 
not  entitled  to  the  advantage  possessed  by 
soldiers  serving  in  those  parts,  of  having 
every  two  years  counted  for  three,  in  the 
com  potation  of  their  pensions.  But  sorel  y 
the  hon.  gentleman  most  be  aware,  that 
the  marines  remainibg  generally  on  board 
their  ships,  where  they  were  much  iese 
exposed  to  the  dangers  of  the  climate,  and 
which  was  always,  in  those  latitudes,  the 
tikosi  healthy  situation  in  which  they  could 
be  placed.  On  board  ships  their  officers 
were  besides  entitled  to  the  same  allow« 
ance  as  naval  officers,  and  came  in  for 
their  doe  proportion  of  prize  money. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  believed  that  the 
marine  service  was  one  of  the  most  eligible 
of  the  various  branches  of  our  military 
establishments;  and  he  thought  the  House 
would  agree  with  him  in  thinkine,  that  no 
sufficient  ground  had  been  laid  for  the 
Address  which  was  now  proposed. 

Sir  Edward  BuUer  declared^  that  he 
never  heard  it  insinuated  that  the  Marine 
Corps  had  any  peculiar  ground  of  com- 
plaint. 

Mr.  GrenfeU  said,  that  might  be  so; 
but  still  his  hon.  friend,  as  an  individual, 
might  be  convinced  they  had  ground  of 
complaint  If  that  were  so,  he  *  hoped  he 
would  persevere  in  his  motion,  and  would 
not  saner  the  door  to  be  shut  on  the  pre- 
sent discussion. 

Mr.  Bobmson  declared  that  to  any 
idea  which  the  hon.  member  might  enter- 
tain as  to  prejudices  existing  in  3ie  Admi* 
ralty  Board,  either  against  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman, or  way  measure  recommended  by 
him,  such  an  idea  was  wholly  unfounded. 

Mr.  Huldhinion  replied,  declaring  that 
he  had  felt  himself  impelled  by  an  imperi- 
ous duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Ad- 
miralty to  the  degraded  military  state  of 
the  Marine  Corps,  and  to  the  sopercessioD 
in  rank  of  the  officers  of  that  corpe,  by 
which  they  were  not  ^allowed  to  share  in 
the  garrison  duty,  which,  he  cooceiyed, 
was  a  great  slur  on  the  corps.  It  iras  Jie 
answer  to  tell  him  that  the  officers  in  this 
corps  did  not  purdh^se  their  con 
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TIm  ftriillery  officers  did  not  parchase 
their  eomroissioos ;  and  in  4he  army 
many  of  the  officers  did  not  purchase  their 
commissions.  The  Artillery  service  was 
as  17  to  3 1>  in  comparison  trith  that  of  the 
corps  of  Marines;  and  there  were  not 
tvrenty  captains  in  the  whole  army  with 
nearly  the  same  length  of  service,  as  the 
marine  captains.  The  statement  of  the 
first  lord  of  the  Admiralty,  which  the 
'House  had  jost  heard,  would  be  received 
with  surprise,  not  to  say  with  indignation; 
and  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  shortly 
find  that  Uiere  were  things  connected  with 
the  corps  of  Royal  Marines  which  were 
at  this  moment  well  worthy  of  his  most 
serious  and  anxious  attention.  He  had 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a 
grave  case.  He  knew  he  was  correct  in 
saying  that  there  were  feelings  in  the 
corps  of  Marines  which  now  required  to 
be  attended  to.  In  submitting  this  ques- 
tion to  the  House,  he  had  only  discharged 
an  imperious  public  duty. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr. 
Hutchinson's  6rst  motion,  which  was  ne- 
gatived without  a  division ;  and  the  second 
he  agreed  to  withdraw.         • 

TaANSPOKTATION  TO  NbwSoUTH  WaLES.] 

8ir  5.  Romiify,  in  rising  to  make  his  mo- 
tion for  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  punishment  by  transportation  to 
New  South  Wales,  said,  that  as  it  was  not 
likely  it  would  meet  with  any  opposition,*  he 
should  not  trouble  the  House  with  many 
words  on  the  subject  All  he  felt  anxious 
for  was,  that  the  House  should  receive  the 
necessary  information,  not  only  as  to  the 
efiect,  but  as  to  the  nature  of  the  punish- 
ment of  transportation  to  New  South 
Wales.  It  was  extremely  important  that 
ihe  House  should  be  informed  on  both 
«f  those  points.  We  who  were  every  day 
adding  to  our  penal  code,  must  feel  it  of 
extreme  importance  that  both  the  nature 
and  effect  of  such  a  punishment  as  this 
•hould  be  known,  not  only  to  those  who 
jnade  the  laws,  but  to  those  who  admi- 
ntstered  the  punishment  annexed  to  the 
viofation  of  them.  Many  of  our  magis- 
tratin  were  quite  uninformed,  not  only  as 
to  the  nature  and  extent  of  this  punishment, 
but  also  as  to  the  effects  produced  by  the 
inffiction  of  it.  There  were  many  omnces 
.  of  a  very  slight  nature,  when  compared 
with  others,  to  which  this  punishment  was 
aanexed  and  ^inflicted.  It  behoved  the 
House,  therefore,  to  be  better  acquainted 
OB  thii  aohjeci  than. they  at  present  were. 


— The  object  of  his  motion  was  not  to 
impute  suspicion  or  censure  to  any  class 
of  persons.  But  when  he  considered  that 
the  House  was  in  possession  of  so  little 
information  respecting  the  colony  of  New 
South  Wales,  and  that  the  information 
which  existed,  and  was  to  be  found  in  the 
works  of  Mr.  Collins  and  Mr.  Mason, 
could  not  be  said  to  come  before  the  House 
in  an  authentic  form,  he  felt  strongly  that 
no  serious  objection  could  be  urged  against 
his  motion.  The  practice  of  transporting 
to  Bptany  Bay  had  now  prevailed  since 
1792 :  it  was  in  every  respect  diflferent 
from  the  former  system  of  transportation 
to  the  American  colonies;  and,  as  a^new 
Experiment,  deserved  the  fullest  enquiry. 
He  moved,  therefore,  "  That  a  Committee 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in 
which  sentences  of  transportation  have 
been  executed,  and  into  the  effects  which 
have  been  produced  by  that  mode  of  pu- 
nishment.'^ 

After  a  short  conversation  the  question 
was  put  and  agreed  to. 
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Thurtday,  February  IS. 
Ma.  Whitbread's  Motioh  for  Qob* 

RBSPONBBNCB     ReLATINO     TO     AMERICA.] 

Mr.  Whubread,  in  rising  to  make  the  mo- 
tion of  which  he  had  given  notice,  for  an 
Address'  to  the  Prince  Regent,  praying 
that  the  correspondence  which  had  pass* 
ed  between  the  covemraent  of  this  conn- 
try  and  that  of  Uie  United  States  should 
be  laid  before  parliament,  said,  he  might 
be  perhaps  allowed  to  indulge  in  a  senti- 
ment of  regret,  that.on  a  sS)ject  so  im- 
portant as  a  question  concerning  the  situ- 
ation of  this  country  with  respect  to  Ame- 
rica, so  few  members  should  be  present. 
He  would,  nevertheless,  bring  it  forward, 
as,  whatever  might  be  the  feelincs  of 
others  on  the  subject,  their  conduct snould 
have.no  effect  upon  him,  convinced  as  he 
was,  that,  in  submitting  that  motion  to  the 
House,  with  which  it  was  his  intention  to 
conclude  (and  which  was  merely  a  motion 
for  information),  it  was  advisable  that  no 
delay  should  occur,— that  not  a  single  day 
should  be  lost.  All  parties,  both  in  this 
country  and  in  America,  had  professed  to 
deprecate  a  war  between  the  two  countries* 
and  all  parties  had  acknowledged  that 
such  an  event  was  but  too  probable.  The 
governinent  of  America  and  this  govem- 
ment  of  this  country,  from  the  begging 
of  the  commercial  and  the  diplomatic  ccm* 
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t«tt  in  wfakh  ibe  two  coontries  ^ere  en« 
gaged^  bad  aaiformly  profested  im  be  ac- 
tuated by  the  mort  friendly  and  concili- 
atory dispositions;  but  it  bad  unfortu- 
itatety  so  turned  out,  that,  professing  sucb 
feelings,  tbe  breach  between  America 
and  England  bad  been  widened  from 
day  t«  day,  till  at  length  it  appeared 
from  the  meseage  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Skates  Co  Coogress,  that  war 
between  the  two  countries  woold  be  the 
inetitable  censeqoeiKe  of  a  persererance 
in  that  system  on  the  part  of  England, 
whtcH  had  bten  »cted  upon  fbr  the 
last  five  ^eara.  That  information  which 
It  was  his  intention  to  call  for  this  night 
was  ahmad^  before  the  whole  world,  with 
Ibe  exception  of  tbe  two  Ho«uea  of  Par« 
liament  in  tfaie  country*  It  was  beibre 
tbe  people  oif  England,  of  Frwice  and  of 
America  ;  it  was  before  erery  person  who 
«oold  read  a  newspaper,,  bet  it  bad  not 
yet  been  given  to  the  British  parltMMDt 
far  tfaeir  itiforaalioii  and  consideraition. 
One  would  be  glad  la  bow  why  tbe  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  near  the  close  of  the  last 
session  withheld  the  papers  wbicbbe  (Mr, 
W.)  solicited,  and  why,  with  the  addi- 
tional docoments  on  the  subject,  they 
were  still,  ai  he  andentoad*  to  be  refiised 
fobim  and  tbe  HooaB  ^  Motieoi  ci  this 
deacri|]Aioti  were  by  na  meant  ottlirequetti. 
When  tba  coadoet  of  go^enfemeiit  an 
former  occnioas  bad  fumishad  groandi 
fer  jea^easiesy  and  for  aasficiaas  that  tbe 
taaineae  of  the  state  was  not  well  eon* 
daeted,  as  bed  been  Ihe  ease  with  respeet 
te  tbe  operatieni  in  tba  peninsala,  and 
thoaa  af  the  expedition  to  Walcbeneii,  aad 
ia  Tarioaa  other  inslancea,  iaformalien, 
when  asked  for^  had  at  timet  been  givew, 
and  at  times  refiued.  When  it  was  re- 
fined, it  bad  been  stated  m  a  g^eiid  for 
iodi  refosal,  that  tbe  pradaction  of  tbe 
pa|>ees  called  for  would  disclose  secrets 
wbsdi  caaU  not  be  made  pabiic  with 
aafeiy;  that  the  mpting  of  me  required 
ioforaatiiDn  would  in  soma  respect  or  other, 
be  daag«n>es>  and  calculated  ta  produce 
incewrenience.  Sometinies  information 
bad  been  refused,  an  the  gromui  that 
it  migbt  injure  or  impede  pending  nego- 
ciations;  and  it  bod  been  stated  that  fo^ 
reign  goverameata  complained  af  tbair 
correspondence  being  published,  and  wen 
more  nemrred  than  tley  wouid  otfcerwias 
be,  from  an  aaprehension  that  their  lei- 
tera  mi^  be  laid  before  tbe  Iwa  Houses 
of  Fsrhament  of  Great  Britain.  In  this 
emtr  he  wiebed  to  hnow  whet  groimde 


il&.  mkkt^dU  Maim  [7M 

could  be  found  to  justtfy  e  refusel  of  the 
papers  called  for  ?  No  plea  of  the  nature 
of  any  of  those  whick  he  had  enuoKratad 
could  be  urged  in  the  present  case.-  The 
information,  for  which  he  called,  bad 
already  beendtaclesed  to  tbe  whole  workL 
He  would  ask  for  nothing  which  waa  nol 
then  on  tbe  table  of  that  House,  in  the 
two  books  before  hitA,  which  had  been 
published  by  order  of  the  American  Con* 
great.  Froip  reading  tbeae  be  sa#  greet 
reason  to  blame  the  conduct  of  those  wha 
bad  conducted  tbe  negociation  pendbig 
between  this  country  and  America ;  bai 
he  was  not  able  ta  iftake  a  charge  ag^ia* 
tbe  parties  coaceraed  in  them,  bacauae 
tbe  papers  be  called  for  were  not  before 
parliaHMttt,  and  tbe  Hoeae  at  a  Houae  of 
Parliament  were  ignorant  of  the  exisieaea 
of  the  publicationa  he  bad  alluded  to  $ 
and  it  teemed  that  it  wat  ttill  intendad  ta 
keep  from  tfaem  that  informatien  ha  felt  it 
hit  duty  to  call  for.  It  had  been  itated  by 
a  right  hon.  gentleman  (and  witely  ttated) 
tbot  tbis  country,  actuated  by  a  sincere 
detire  to  cancHiate  America,  coald  beat 
tnore  foem  her  tbaniram  any  elber  power. 
If  this  were  Hitely  said  in  the  font  tnetanot^ 
surely  it  must  follow,  that  it  woulit  be  wise 
toact  with  1^  greeter  ditpeaitien  tao6n- 
ciliate  the  gorernment  of  America,  than  ta 
conoiliaie  tbe  more  ancient garemmenttby 
exhibiting  towards  that  cauntry  the  strict* 
est  ami  most  punctilious  attention  ta  de^ 
edfum:  Tbereasoatwhicbracammended 
tncb  a  line  af  policy  were  obrious ;  ba^ 
to  for  from  tncb  a  puinciple  b«ving  been 
acted  upoik  by  hn  Msgetty's  govemmeat^ 
their  conduct  hod  been  ntarked  (at  be 
coeid  sbaw  from  tbe  papers  be  required) 
by  tbe  greatest  inattention  to  tba  Ama* 
rican  enroy,  by  neglect,  amounting  to 
little  less  than  diplomatie  inciviltty,  while 
the  conduct  of  our  miuistert  in  Amerioa^ 
since  the  recall  ef  Mr.  Erskinis,  bad  been 
in  a  corresponding  degree  taconqiliatoryw 
But  all  tbe  amaas  of  showing  thtt  were  ta 
be  refoted  him;  and  be  was  the  mare 
tarpriaed  at  (bis  refntal  in  tbe  preteot  cea^ 
01  the  light  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Caaninf ), 
who  wat  tbe  colleague  of  the  right  ban. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  at 
the  time  tbe  Orders  in  Cooncii-r'4lioee 
« ceiebmied'  or'  fomoua'  Ordert  in  Council 
(they  mi§^  take  wi^icb  term  tHey 
pieased),  were  framed,  though  not  in  tba 
habit  af  rating  with  him  (Mr.  Wbitbreadl, 
atr  with  that  side  of  the  Qoute  on  which 
be  uaally  tet,  had  oaTer  refuted  popdit 
eailed  for,  when  itirxt  pneeed tfaalibnf 
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bad  btfln  previously  printed  by  order  of 
thft  AmericsQ  goTemmenl.  Thai  right 
hon.  gentlemaD  preaumed  then,  as  he  (Mr. 
W.)  preaumed  now,  that  it  would  be.to  in* 
a«lt  that  Ebuae,  to  rt toae  that  information 
wluch  was  before  every  body  el««,  and 
therefore  never  gave  opposition  to  each  a 
motion.  The  papers  before  the  Hoose  at 
present  came  down  to  the  end  of  Mr, 
£rakine's  mission.  To  that  gentleman  had 
euceeedcd  as  ambassador  to  America  Mr. 
Jackson,  whtt  had  not  carried  on  the  nego* 
ciations  between  the  two  countries  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  oonciliate  America.  So 
€ar  (vem  it,  after  he  had  been  there  e  short 
time  an  open  rupture  brolie  out,  and  the 
vecall  of  that  minister  was  the  eonse» 
qnence.  He  would  not  now  move  for  the 
correspondence  betweeen  Mr.  Jaokaoa  and 
the  American  government,  as  that  buaineu 
was  gone  by,  smd  he  had  no  wish  to  revive 
it,  as  to  recall  it  to  the  memory  of  the 
world  could  do  no  good.  To  Mr.  Jack* 
aen,  aflar  a  loo^  interval,  succeeded  Mr* 
Foirter.  The  mifsioo  «f  Mr.  Fostev  bad 
commenced  inauspiciously,  and  in  prose* 
cuting  it,  he  had  not  given  things  an  aus- 
picious torn ;  and  it  had  at  length  termi* 
naled  most  unfortunately  for  both  ooun- 
tms.  He  felt  himself  compelled  to  say 
that  neither  the  instructions  nor  the  con- 
doct  ef  Mr.  Foster  bore  the  appearance 
or  had  the  e£fect  long  desired ;  that  of 
conciliating  America*  There  was  another 
eoeyospondence  of  which  he  had  to  speak, 
be  meaat  the  correepondence  between  the 
snarqois  of  Wellesley  and  Mr.  Pinckhey. 
Timt  correspondence  had  commenced  in 
Janeary  1809,  and  terminated  in  February 
ktst  year,  on  Mr.  Pinckney's  quitting  the 
country.  Of  Mr,  Pinckney.  he  hardly 
need  aay  any  thing ;  he  waa  a  man  of 
sound  aense  and  atrict  integrity,  and  had 
imiformlv  appeared  to  be  actuated  by  a 
sincere  deaire  to  conciliate  the  govern- 
meat  of  thia  country.  Without  losing 
sight  of  thoae  intereata  which  were  in- 
trusted to  him  by  his  cocntry,  he  had 
adways  approached  ministers  with  doe 
diplomatic  deference,  and  with  the  pro- 
per foelings  of  Hn  enlightened  states- 
man. Firm  to  hb  purpoae,  yet  coo- 
cHiating  in  his  manner*  a  want  of  pune- 
taaMty  and  attentioif  was  in  no  instance  to 
be  charged  to  him ;  '  and  the  mode  in 
wbkh  be  had  endeavoered  to  accomplish 
the  object  of  his  mission  was  in  every  re- 
spect entitled  to  commendation.  But  he 
waa  very  much  afraid  that  Mr.  Pinckney 
bad  not  been  tseated  with  the  same  puac* 
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tilioos  respect  vrbieh  had  marked  the  de« 
portment  of  that  gentleman  towards  the 
English  ministers.  At  the  time  the  oor* 
respondence  between  the  marqois  Wei* 
iesley  and  Mr.  Pinekaey  coosmenced,  it. 
was  known  that  there  was  a  great  sorenesa 
in  America,  in  consequence  of  what  bad 
occurred  in  the  course  of  the  missten  of 
Mr.  Jackson.  The  first  letter  vrbieh  Mn 
Pinokney  had  occasion  to  write  to  lord 
Wellesley,  vras  with  a  reference  to  the  o&> 
currepces  idluded  to.  On  the  subject  of 
the  pending  negociations,  it  was  known 
there  was  a  remarkable  sensibility  in  Ame* 
rica  as  to  the  parties  by  whom  they  were 
to  be  conducted.  After  the  tejrminatton  of 
Mr.  Erskine's  mission,  and  the  unfortunUt 
(as  it  proved)  snbstttutioo  of  Mr.  Jadkson> 
it  might  have  been  hoped  that  tbe  English  ' 
government  would  therefore  have  beeft 
particularly  careful  that  no  want  of  de- 
corum should  give  a  new  ofience.  What 
was  the  conduct  of  ministers  ?  Why  am 
the  2d  January,  1809,  Mr.  Pincknejr 
wrote  on  the  subject  of  appointing  a  new 
minister  to  America,  and  to  this  Mtter  no 
answer  was  given  by  the  English  governs 
ment  till  the  14di  March.  Upwards  of 
two  months  of  precious  time  was  thus 
wasted.  On  this  subject  Mr.  Piock»ey, 
io  his  diapatchea  to  bta  government,  had 
only  observed-— *'  I  waa  prepared  to  ex^ 
pect  aome  delay,  but  I  did  not  expect  a 
delay  like  this.''  Lord  Welleale  v  gave  an 
anawer  on  this  aubjeet  on  the  14tb  Marcbv 
On  the  15th,  Mr.  Pinckney  wrote  again 
to  lord  Wellesley  on  the  aubjeot  of  tbe 
Engliah  syatem  of  blockade,  aaubject  most 
interesting  to  America.  After  waidng 
more  than  a  fortnight,  an  answer  was  r»> 
turned  to  this  letter  on  tbe  Sd  of  the  follow- 
ing month.  On  tlie  $Oth  of  April,he  (Mr. 
Pinckney)  wrote  again  on  the  subject  of 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  bttt  to  this 
letter  he  received  no  answer.  On  the  Sd 
of  May,  Mr.  Pinckney  wrote  to  lord  Wei* 
Iesley,  complaining  of  the  practice  of 
forging  ships'  papers  in  London,  and  of 
making  an  open  traffic  of  them.  A  tralBc 
more  infamous  and  more  dishononrabla 
could  not  exist,  and  consequfentlj  a 
more  serions  and  more  severe  charge 
could  not  be  made  against  any  govern^ 
ment.  Yet  notwithstanding  all  this^ 
to  Mr.  Pincknejr's  eomomnication  on 
tbe  suhjoct  no  answer  wvs  returned^ 
On  the  23d  of  June,  Mr.  Pinckney  wrote 
again,  reforring  to  bis  letter  of  the  SOtb  of 
April  on  the  subject  of  tbe  fi«(rlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  to  which  no  sMWWer  bed 
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,  been  returned.  To  this  letter  no  ftoawer 
was  given.  On  the  7th  of  Jol^,  Mr. 
Pinckney  wrote  again  on  the  subject  of 
the  delay  in  appointing  a  minister.  To 
this  letter  no  official  answer  was  returned. 
A  personal  conununication  as  it  was  called^ 
(a  priTate  note)  assuFing  him  that  a  minis-% 
ter  should  be  appointed  immediately/ was 
all  the  notice  taken  of  it.  On  the  8th  of 
August,  Mr.  Pinckney  wrote  again,  refer« 
ring  to  his  (Mr.  P.'s)  letters  of  the  30th 
of  April  and  23d  of  June,  on  the  subject  of 
the  fierlin  and  Milan  decrees,  requesting 
an  answer,  but  (b  this  letter  also  no  an* 
swer  was  returned.  On  the  23d  July  he 
wrote  again,  and  again  no  answer  was  re- 
lumed. On  the  25th  August  he  wrote 
again  on  the  subject  of  the  revocation  of 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and  demand- 
ing an  answer.  To  this  letter  an  answer 
was  returned  on  the  3 1st  of  the  same 
month.  On  the  1 5th  September  he 
wrote  again  to  lord  Wellesley,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  blockade  of  Elsineur  by  sir  J, 
Saumarez,  and  on  the  circumstance  of 
four  American  seamen  having  been  im< 
pressed  out  of  the  Viola.  On  Dec.  6,  be 
received  an  answer  to  this  letter^  as  far  as 
it  related  to  the  blockade^  but  saying  no- 
thing on  the  subject  of  the  American  sea- 
men. With  respect  to  them  nothing  ap- 
peared to  have  been  done  by  government, 
i^ut  thev  were  afterwards  released  by 
order  of  the  Admiralty.  Nothing  had 
ever  excited  his  surprise  so  much  as  the 
conduct  of  ministers  at  this  period  of  the 
negociation.  It  was  known  to  the  whole 
world  that  one  of  the  most  nice  and  dif- 
ficult points  to  be  adjusted  between  Great 
Britain  and  America,  was  that  relating  to 
the  seizure  of  American  seamen.  Surely 
then,  when  an  opportunity  offered  of 
doing  that  which  America  wished,  and 
which  ministers  admitted  to  be  no  more 
than  justice,  it  might  have  been  expected 
that  they  would  eagerly  embrace  it  with  a 
Tlew  of  conciliating  America.  This  might 
surely  have  been  expected  from  a  minister, 
who  knew  how  fatal  to  this  country  a 
ruptwe  with  America  must  prove.  This, 
howe^ver,  was  not  done,  though,  by  the 
bye,  Mr.  Pinckney  was  apprised  of  the 
circumstance  of  the  American  claims  being 
admitted  to  be  just,  yet,  instead  of  eagerly 
embracing  such  *  an  opportunity  to  con- 
ciliate, an  answer  was  coldly  and  reluc- 
tantly wmng  forth,  not  from  the  noble  se- 
cretary of  state  for  the  foreign  department, 
*-not  by  letter  from  him-^but  practically 
t>y  the4ischarge  of  these  men  by  sir  William 


Scott,  in  the  high  court  of  Admiralty ; 
thereby  acknowledging  the  right  and  jua« 
tice  of  the  claim  urged  on  the  part  ef 
America.  This  was  the  conciliation  of 
the  noble  secretary— that  he  permitted  the 
sentence  of  a  court  of  justice  to  give*  a 
practical  answer  to  a  foreign  minister, 
whom  he  would  not  take  the  trouble  of 
putting  pen  to  paper  to  satisfy  on  so  in* 
terestinff  a  point !  On  the  21st  day  of  . 
September,  Mr.  Pinckney  wrote  again, 
referring  to  his  letters  of  the  30th  April, 
3d  June,  and  8th  August,  on  the  subject 
of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and 
asking  an  answer.  To  this  no  satisfactory 
answer  was  given.  Letters  dated  l)e* 
cember  8th  and  December  10th  were 
written,  and  these  leading  to  no  satis- 
factory result;  Mr.  Pinckney  dei^anded 
his  audience  of  leave.  A  passage  in  the 
speech  of  the  Prince  Regent  to  parliament^ 
which  appeared  at  a  period  not  very  re- 
mote from  that  last  alluded  to,  on  the 
subject  of  America,  raised  new  hopes  of 
an  amicable  termination  of  the  pending 
negociations.  The  paragraph,  though  in 
itself  very  equivocal^  merely  stating  that 
discussions  were  going  on,  and  that  every 
disposition  exist^  to  conciliate  America^ 
consistently  with  the  honour  and  interests 
of  this  country,  excited  considerable  ex- 
pectations that  the  negociation  Was  pro- 
ceeding in  a  way  from  which  there  waa 
every  reason  to  hope  the  issue  would  be 
favourable.  No  such  thinff.  At  that  time 
Mr.  Pinckney  had  demanded  his  audien<^ 
of  leave,  and  the  negociations  in  America 
were  at  an  end.  The  negociations  had 
at  that  period  terminated,  and  they  were 
resumed,  and  not  continued,  when  Mr. 
Foster  was  sent  from  this  country.  After 
this,  little  appeared  to  have  been  done  to- 
wards effecting  the  important  object  which 
both  governments  professed,  to  have  in 
view,  from  the  correspondence  between 
Mr.  Foster  and  the  American  government, 
which  was  then  on  the  table  before  hiuK 
It  had  been  hoped  when  Mr.  Foster  was 
sent  out,  that  he  had  new  instructions^ 
but  on  his  arrival  in  America,  it  was  found 
that  he  only  went  to  offer  what  had  been 
previously  rdected,  and  to  restate  what 
had  often  before  been  stated  in  vain;  and 
thus  his  mission  wi^  only  productive  ef 
disappointment.  He  (Mr.  Whi thread) 
purposely  abstained  from  a  discussioo  of 
the  policy  of  the  Orders  of  Council. 
Whether  they  were  good  or  bad,  and 
whether  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decree 
were  or  were  not  repealled,  were  qnettioiift 
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wbich  wouM  in  •  few  dtys  be  brought 
before  that  Hoote  by  an  honourable  friend 
of  hit,  when  he  hoped  an  attendance  more 
proportioned  to  the  importance  of  the  tub* 
jeci  wovid  be  given.  He  woold  confine 
himself  to  asking  for  that  which  was  ne- 
cessary to  the  House,  preparatory  to  their 
entering  into  the  subject  which  his  bon. 
friend  would  bring  forward.  He  only 
called  for  that  which  was  necessary  to  a 
decision,  which  (as  be  thought),  must  soon 
be  formed  on  minititers,  who.  (in  his  opi- 
Dion),  had  brought  this  country  to  the 
refge  of  a  war  with  America.  The  last 
letter  which  had  passed  between  Mr. 
Foster  and  Mr,  Munroe,  which  had  been 
published,  was  dated  October  .HI,  1811, 
and  he  begged  to  be  understood  to  ask  for 
nothing  which  bad  not  been  printed.  The 
message  of  the  President  was  sent  to  Con- 
gress on  the  5th  of  November  follow'mg, 
and  on  the  1 0th,  a  committee  on  foreign 
relations  made  a  report  of  an  unfavourable 
nature  for  this  country,  and  there  was  no 
doubt  but  it  was  the  feelingof  America,  that 
the  mission  of  Mr.  Foster  had  been  totally 
tnefTectyal,  and  was  in  point  of  fact  termi- 
nated. Under  these  circumstances  his 
humble  motion  would  only  call  for  what 
bad  here  already  been  made  public.  He 
was  sorry  to  say  it,  but  the  correspondence 
between  the  two  governments  was  so 
voluminous,  and  the  novelty  was  so  com-, 
pletely  worn  off,  that  to  those  who  were 
most  deeply  interested  in  the  question  of 
peace  or  war  between  the  two  countries. 
It  must  be  very  tiresome  to  read,  and  in 
consequence  oJFthat,  he  was  afraid  but  few 
gave  to  it  the  attention  it  merited.  He 
aid  not  mean  to  throw  any  reflection  on 
the  talents  of  the  correspondents  on  either 
aide,  as  when  a  correspondence  had  been 
carried  on  for  years  on  the  same  subject, 
it  was  totally  impossible  to  make  it  other- 
wise than  palling.  On  the  important' 
question  of  peace  or  war  with  America, 
the  House  was  not  called  upon,  to  decide 
that  night ;  he  only  called  upon  them  to 
demand  that  information  which  could 
alone  enable  them  to  decide  on  that  great 
question.  They  could  not  properly  decide 
on  it  without  having  the  papers  for  which 
he  called  in  a  technical  shape  to  refer  taon 
their  table.  However  little  might  be  fek 
on  this  subject  in  that  House,  out  of  doors 
Its  importance  was  well  known,  and  no 
small  interest  was  taken  even  in  the  suc- 
cess of  the  motion  he  was  about  to  make. 
Whether  England  had  acted  unjustly  to- 
vrards  America,  or  whether  America  ha4 
(VOL  XXI.) 
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acted  trnjoady  towards  Eaglaad;  whether 
the  blame  ooght  >  to  be  thrMnt  ofKU^ 
France  or  upion  England,  or  upon  Aoierici^ 
he  did  not  call  upon  theaa  to  decide* 
Whatever  was  really  the  cats,  and  wha^ 
therthe  Orders  in  Conncil  were  wise  or  u$t* 
wise;  whether  they  had  been  acted  op  i^ 
or  whether  to  act  up  to  them  had  beoA 
found  impracticable,  were  things  which  he 
would  not  call  in  question ;  but  of  thi^^  he 
believed  nobody  could  doobt,  that  great 
commercial  distress  had  been  experienced, 
and  that  if  the  market  of  America  were  to 
be  thrown  open  to  us,  it  would  be  Mt  te 
be  a  great  and  signal  blessing.  War  with 
America,  it  was  equally  obvious,  would  bo 
a  great  evil :  and  war  oilce  commenced* 
no  man  could  tell  what  might  follow.  It  wa« 
an  easy  thing  to  talk  and  write  of  potting 
down  America,  of  inflicting  chastisement^ 
&c.  as  if  it  was  in  the  power  of  ^gland 
to  annihilate  her :  we  might  talk  this  weU, 
but  we  could  not  put  America  down.  She 
was  there  where  we  had  placcfd  her;  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  England  to  anni- 
hilate her,  and  it  was  therefore  the  interest 
of  England  to  be  her  friend.— He  was  not 
certain  that  the  time  was  not  gone  by  for 
conciliating  America,  and  had  he  spoke 
eight  and  forty  hours  sooner,  he  might 
have  been  inclmed  to  have  pronounced  it 
altogether  past.  He  had  had  fears  that 
the  Constitution  frigate,  whi^h  sailed  from 
France  on  the  9th  of  the  last  month,  had 
carried  that,  with  her  which  might  prove 
fatal  to  this  country.  Within  the  last  2^ 
hours  new  arrivals  bad  partly  dispelled 
such  apprehensions.  The  act  spoken  of 
ais  likely  to  pass,  admitting  English  manu- 
factures which  had  been  purchased  bond 
fide  before  Feb.  1, 181 1,  had  given  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  greaf  hopes  of  relief,  as 
It  was  felt  that  acting  on  the  false  swear- 
ing system  noticed  by  Mr.  Pincknev,  al« 
most  any  quantity  of  goods  might  be 
sworn  into  America.  The  joy,  however, 
expressed  at  this  prospect  of  an  opening 
market,  sufficiently  proved  how  great  a 
blessing  such  a  change  would  be  consi- 
dered, as  that  which  the  revocation  ef  the 
Orders  in  Council  would  occasion.  The 
Orders  in  Council  had  disappointed  those 
by  whom  they  were  framed ;  n-om  our  prin- 
cipal manufacturing  towns— firom  almost 
every  quarter  there  were  the  lotidest  com- 
plaints against  them,  and  there  was  hardly 
a  merchant  to  be  found,  who  was  no« 
thoroughly^  persuaded  of  their  mischievoua 
tendency.  On  thia  qu^on,  however,  ho 
did  not  call  open  the  B^mm  to  decide,  but 
($D)      "^ 
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tit  called  iipon  tbem  trret  aacf  orer  agaiit 
kr  put  themtelTes  in*  posMMicm  of  that  fh- 
Ikviatiim  which  1^  fattd  endtefoorcd^  to 
thew  wa«  so  necessary.  He*  coofd  not  bat 
admit  that*  with  him  America  was  ex- 
tremely  popufar .  Be  looked  back  to  that 
amitest  m  which  she  had  been  engaged 
With' this  country,  with  reference  and  ad* 
Airatfon  for  America,  That  contest  had 
terminated  as  all  snch  contests  should  ter* 
aaimtfe.  He  felt  no  jealonsy  of  the  pros* 
pcrity  of  America,  conrinced  as  he  was; 
ibat  with  proper  management  here,  the 
more  she  flourished,  the  more  would  this 
eoontry  flourish  ;^nd  ^at  on  theother  hand, 
hem  the  floorishing  condition  of  Great 
Britain,  America  would  derire  a  fresh  im- 
pulse and  additional  rigour.  He  had  seen 
nothing  after  all  that  had  been  said  that 
could  be  looked  uponT  as  injustice  to  this 
country  on  the  part  of  America.  He 
had  heard  a  rery  ffreai  outcry  against  her 
hijusticcbuthehadseennoneofit.  He  had 
Ireard  it  trumpeted  forth  long  ago,  that 
America  was  engaged  in  secret  hostility 
against  this  country,  buthedid  not  beliere 
Jt.  He  befiefed  that  America,  placed  in 
the  extraordinary  shuation  in  which  she 
had  stood,  that  of  the  only  neutral  in  the 
world,  had  done  as  every  other  power 
would,  and  endeavoured  to  arail  herself  of 
an  the  advantages  of  her  situation.  He 
thought  that  England  had  been  unjust  to 
America,  and  had  required  that  of  her 
which  it  was  impossible  she  could  achieve. 
He  thought  France  had  acted  unjustly  to 
Her,  and  reqi^rtd  that  of  her  which  it  was 
hhpossibte  she  could  achieve.  Placed  in 
this  situation,  she  endeavoured  as  long  as 
she  could,  to  preserve  her  mdependence 
by  defensive  operations^  The  Non-Im« 
portation  Act  had  therefore  been  enacted, 
and  aflerwards  the  Non- Intercourse  Act. 
In  the  measures  she  had  adopted,  it  did 
Hot  apjpear  to  him  that  there  was  partiality 
towards  France  or  injustice  tovrard  Eng- 
fcnd ;  but  he  thought  the  government  of 
Prance  had  been  wise  enough  to  recede 
fromjtheir  measures,  and  thus  gained  ad- 
Tantages  which  we  denied  oun^ves.  The 
news  which  had  so  recently  arrived  from 
America,  made  H  more  important  than 
ever,  for  the  House  thoroughly  to  consider 
this  subject.  The  Bill  spoken  of  as  likely 
fo  pass,  would,  be  thought,  if  passed,  be 
calculated  to  give  umbrage  to  France,  aiid 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  English  govern- 
ment, to  endeavour,  by  conciliation,  to 
•vail  themselves  of  any  difierence  that 
might  arise  between  Amerioa  and  France. 


JHr.  Wmnt0&wi  JKfenbfl  [tt!» 

Bb  did  not  know  Ihvt  any  Mug  tKat  M 
eonld  say  in  addition  In  what  he  had  ofibr* 
i  ed,  wooM  be  likely  to  io^kencelhe  Honaif 
<  more  than  what  he  had  already  advanced^ 
heshmlld'therefbre  conclude,  9M  whatever 
miffht  be  the  ihte  of  his  motion,  he  ahonM 
fiel  ttie  satisfaction  which  had  consohed 
him  on  other  occasions,  however  he  had 
failed  of  gaining  the  ot^ect  he  had  in  view, 
he  meant  that  satisfoction  which  aroscr 
from  a  conscientiousness  of  having  tlif- 
charged  his  duty.  He  concluded  by 
moving,  **  That  an  humMe  Address  Wf 
presented  to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  give  directions,  that  there  be  laid  before 
this  House,  copies  of  all  correspondence 
which  may  have  taken  place  between  hia 
Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  and  th^  ministers  oi' 
Charge  d" Affaires  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  resident  in  England,  from  the  lat 
of  January,  1810,  to  the  latest  period ;  aha 
of  all  documents  referred  to  in  the  said 
correspondence,  together  with  copies  of  alt 
correspondence  between  Mr.  Foster  and 
Mr.  Monroe,  with  the  documents  referred 
to  therein.*' 

Bfr.  Stephen  expressed  his  sattsfactkm 
at  having  heard  from  the  hon.  gentleman, 
that  he  had  no  intention  of  going  into  the 
justice  or  policy  j)f  the  Orders  in  Councif, 
shice  the  subject  would  soon  come  in  m 
separate  shape  before  the  House,  when  it 
might  be  discussed  with  so  much  more  ad* 
vantage.  But  while  this  relieved  him  from 
the  necessity  of  entering  into  the  question 
of  justice  and  policy,  which  he  was  fully 
prepared  to  do,  he  could  not  but  regret,  that 
without  arguing  the  subject,  the  hon.  gen* 
tieman  had  jumped  to  a  conchision-^that 
he  had  dealt  in  generalities,  and  said,  that 
the  conduct  of  this  country  towards  Ame- 
rica was  wrong.  By  this  proceeding  of 
the  hen.  gentleman,  he  was  placed  in  a 
very  unpleasant  dilemma.  He  could  not 
enter  fully  into  the  conduct  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, without  occasioning  a  discussion 
which.it  waa far  from  his  wish  to  produce^ 
and  yet  he  would  assert,  in  general,  that 
instead  of  there  having  been  any  injustice 
in  the  condtict  of  this  country  towards 
America,  we  had  the  strongest  case 
against  her  that  ever  one  nation  had 
against  another :  but  he  would  not  appeal 
to  the  evidence  which  he  bad  brouffhc 
with  him,  and  be  trusted  he  should  be  de- 
livered f^om  ever  engaging  in  so  onplea^ 
sant  a  dispute*  At  present,  he  would 
only  aay  in  g^wral^  that  there  nerer  was 
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%  more  wifeoiided  patitkmy  tbta  tbftt 
GfMt  Britain  had  b««n  oojuat  towards 
▲merici^  or  waalii^  in  a  spirit  of  conci- 
liation. On  the  contrary,  nothing  but  the 
vtmoftt  avereion  to  a4j|uarrel  with  Americii 
could  ha?e  «MbWd  this  coantry  to  have 
borne  so  mncb.  So.far  from  having  done 
any  thing  to  proTotee  a  ruptare  with  Ame- 
rica»  the  strongest,  most  perseverine,  an^ 
almost  even  humiliating  means^  had  been 
employed  to  avoid  it.  He  would  forbear 
entering  now  into  that  topic,  more  parti* 
cidariy  because  he  thought  the  question 
was  not  whether  we  should  go  to  war 
.  Urith  America,  but  whether  America 
would  go  to  war  with  as.  (Hear,  hear.) 
He  saw  no  good  that  could  result  from  a 
premature  agitation  in  that  House  of  the 
deferences  between  the  two  ooOkitriea; 
but,  on  $he  contrary^  was  satisfied  that  it 
Viigfat  be  attended  with  a  great  deal  of 
inconvenience  and  misohiet  If,  however, 
he  should  be  forced  into  n  discuMion  of 
the  justice  and  polky  of  the  Orders  in 
Council*  he  would  follow  the  hon*  ffentle- 
man  through  the  latter  branches  of  them, 
as  he  had  done  through  the  former  ;  and 
bad  no  doubt  bat  he  could  prove  what  he 
BOW  asserted,— that  they  were  neither 
unjust  nor  impolitic*  The  hon«  gentleman 
haid  asserted  that  -even  those  who  had 
framed  the  Orders  had  been  disappointed 
in  their  ei^pecutions  of  the  effect  which 
would  be  produced  by  them.  In  this  asser- 
tion the  hon.  gentleman  would  £nd  him- 
self much  mistaken.  He  denied  also  that 
there  was  any  evidence  of  the  mercantHe 
interest  in^neral,  considering  the  Orders' 
in  Council  as  iqioriotts  to  trade.  If  they 
did,  they  must  have  forgot  the  prosimte 
state  of  oor  commerce  previous  to  the- 
issuiiig  of  the  Orders  in  Council ;  and  lis 
prosperous  condition  since  that  time  :  the 
whole  forming  the  strongest  body  of  e^- 
denoe  that  ever  appeared  on  soch  a  snb- 
ject. 

With  respect  to  what  the  hon.  genUo- 
man  had  said  aboot  tlie  Minitulation  of 
America,  he  would  ask  him  when  or  where- 
4ie  had  heard  a  wiah  expressed,  that  Ame- 
rica should  be  annihilated  ?  For  his  part 
be  had  never  heard  any  wish  espresssMl 
jwith  regard  to  the  dispute  with  America 
bot  one,  and  that  was,  that  a  war  with 
that  ooiintvy  ought  to  be  aivoided,  if  ft 
€onkl  be  done  without  that  utter  juia  to 
ehe  nnritime  riffhts  aod  commerce  of 
4keat  Britain  wliich  tnost  bo  the  eonee- 
Mof  yielding  lo  the  arrospsat  preten- 


Uie  poasible  annihilation  of  America  in 
the  event  of  a  war  was  ciontempUied,  it 
was  only  from  an  idea  of  the  resisianoo 
t^at  in  such  an  event  the  Americane 
would  be  likely  to  make  to  th]e  measures 
of  their  own  government.  He  was  bow*  ' 
ever  far  from  thinking  with  the  hon.  genr 
tleman  that  the  more  America  flourished 
the  more  Groat  Britain  most  necessarily 
flourish*  When  the  hon.  gentleman  talked 
of  adopting  a  proper  line  of  conduct, with 
regard  to  America,  he  well  underatood 
wbst  was  jneant  by  that;  it  meant,  thai 
we  were  to  allow  her  to  take  up  the  vrhoU 
carrying  trade;  nay,  even  the  .wiholo 
coasting  trade  of  France;  thut we^fluugfaft 
to  consent  to  lier  carrying  on  the >w hole 
commerce  of  onr  onemy  without  inlermp^ 
tion.  That  was  the  amoont  of  thopffopo* 
eition ;  and  what  was  more  extraoioinary« 
the  hon.  gentleman  asserted,  that  all  thta  • 
would  be  for  the  benefit  of  our  commereel 
This,  he  confeMsed,  appeaeed  to  him  a 
paradox,  of  which  he  should  be  gM  t# 
hear  an  explanation. 

The  moral  efiecu  of  the  system  aetw- 
blished  by  the  .Ordora  in  .Conncii,  bad 
also  bean  the  jsubjnct  of  animadversiens 
but  the  iion.  gentleman  was  miatabisi 
.there  as  well  as  in  his  other  poritaoaa; 
He  (Mr.  6.)  denied  that  thegr  ^reio  tho 
source  of  those  mosal  «4E«^*  «i<l  ^  not 
aee  what  good  end  it  conld  atswar  .to 
advest  to  the  subject.  No  man  coald 
more  deplore  whatever  moral  dopnm|y 
might  bo  the  ^%et  of  the  meaaores  pot- 
aued  by  oor  onemv :  but  the  Auilt  lay 
with  tlie  enemy,  and  not  with. this  alaatry« 
■When  xhe  hon.  gentleman  ffnke  of  frauds 
and  peijnries^  £e  ought  to  have  stated 
whera  these  chiefly  prevailed.  They 
took  place  principally  in  ithe  interconraa 
with  the  north  of  iEorepie  in  the  Baltic 
trade,  where  the  Orders  of  Cooncil  had 
now  no  operation.  Hie  ordenof  May, 
June,  end  JanOavy,  ihad  confined  toe 
previous  ordere  to  the  countries  immedi- 
ately subject  to  the  controul  of  France, 
though  the  oootinedtal  system,  as  it  wu 
called,  had  been  extended,  as  far  as  de- 
pended upon  the  influence  of  the  French 
government,  to  Prussia^  JDenmark,  and 
Sweden.  If,  then,  these  frauds  and  per- 
juries  were  most  prevalent  in  the  ;&dtic 
trade,  lot  not  the  hon.  geittieman  sound 
the  alarm  that  they  arose  from  the  Ofden 
in  Council,  when  in  ihcttbey  were  chiefly 
practised  on  a  theatre  where  the  Orders  in' 
Council  had^Aow  no  opev atiun.  It  waa  im* 
fMlsiUa  fiur  thoJion.  gaatlemaa  to  depia- 
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cate  »  war  with  Asierics  more  than  he 
4id ;  but  he  had  oniv  to  say  that  it  waa 
not  a  Queation  for  their  determination. 
It  wli  for  America  to  decide  the  point 
— 4be  bad  ^fallen  upon  a  new  system, 
and  made  new  and  anheard  of  pretensions ; 
and  he  was  astonished  to  hear  it  said  that 
America  had  eyinced  no  partiality  for 
France.  France,  it  was  well  known,  had 
made  large  pretensions  on  the  subject  of 
maritime  rights,  and  in  these  she  had  been 
followed  by  America.  She  had  asked 
more  than  the  hon.  g^tleman  himself  had 
ever  asked  for  her  l^fore.  In  conclusion 
he  stated,  that  war  with  America  would 
be  avoided  by  the  British  government, 
unless  they  found  themselves  in  a  situa- 
tion in  which  it  could  not  be  avoided — he 
would  not  say  without  risking  'our  great- 
aess— he  Would  not  say  without  risking 
our  honour— he  would  not  say  without 
risking  even  our  security— but  he  would 
aay  without  risking  our  very  existence  as 
a  nation; 

Mr.  Ctirrven  had  not  heard  one  argu^ 
anent  against  the  motion  of  his  hon.  friend, 
«xcept  the  one  which  went  to  state  that 
the  House  was  not  the  fit  place  for  dis- 
cassing  the  differences  between  the  two 

*  governments.     He  deprecated  the  idea 
which  seemed  every  day  to  be  gaining 

f  round,  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  well 
eing  of  the  country,  to  shut  ont  informa- 
tion from  parliament  on  subjects  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  the  existence  of 
ibeeooa^.  The  hon.  and  learned  cren- 
tleman  had  not  justified  the  conduct  of  the 
British  government  towards  America,  as 
reprobated  by  his  hon.  friend.  Was  the 
conduct  complained  of,  such  as  oqght  to 
be  pursued,  and  tolerated  against  the  mi- 
nister of  an  independent  nation  ?  Was 
there  a  ungle  individual  in  this  country 
(supposing  America  had  treated  the  British 
minister  in  a  similar  manner),  who  would 
not  have  held  up  his  band  in  favour  of 
war  ;  and  had  not  America  great  reasons 
<br  compkining  of  thb  arrogant  and  inso* 
lent  manner  in  which  her  minister  was  re- 
ceived ?  He  shoilild  have  conceived  under 
sill  the  oircamstances,  it  would  have  been 
impossible  for  ministers  to  deny  the  pa- 
pers. The  state  of  things  called  upon 
them^  in  his  opinion,  to  re^ew  and  retrace 
their  steps  in  the  course  of  the  discus- 
aions.  ^  With  respect  to  what  had  been 
auted  about  the  Orders  in  Cottncil,  he 
thought  the  hon.  gentleman  might  have 

•  vetnc^ed  his  opiasoo  on  the  efiect  of  those 
orders,  the  mxxm  so,  as  «  great  stateiann 
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who  had  once  given  his  opinion  in  favour 
of  the  Orders  in  Council  (Mr.  Canning) 
had  so  done.  The  principle  of  the  n>ea- 
sure  was  founded  on  injustice,  and  it' 
would  be  well  for  ministers  to  consider 
the  state  of  the  country,  Whfen  they  re- 
solved to  persevere  in  uiose  Orders.  H^ 
had  the  greatest  satisfaction,  however,  in 
the  prospect  that  with  whatever  pertina- 
city the  commencers  of  this  system  per- 
severed in  it,  thev  would  not  be  long 
enough  in  their  places*  to  carry  it  much 
farther.'  He  said  this  not  from  any  per- 
sonal disKke  to  the  right  hoh.  gentteman 
opposite,  but  purely  from  a  conviction 
that  his  measures  would  be  i:uinous  to  the 
country.  A  change  of  men,  without  a 
change  of  sentiments  and  policv,  would 
have  no  efiect;  He  vrould  much  rather 
there  was  no  change,  if  it  was  to  be  the 
case.  If  the  country  was  doomed  to 
perish,  better  would  it  be  to  perish  with 
the  ministers  who  had  brought  us  into  the 
mischief.  There oeruinJy  was  a  lamenla* 
ble  supineness  among  public  men  at  the 
present  moment.  It  might  not  be  very 
agretfable  to  say  it,  but  it  was  nevertheless 
true  that  they  ievioced  in  general  too  much 
attention 'to  their  own  interests,  and  too 
little  to  those  of  the  country.  Great 
Britain  did  appear  to  him  to  he  beset  with 
imminent  dangers,  and  to  re<)inre  in  the 
direction  of  its  affiirs  no  ordinary  portion 
of  talenU  and  virtue.  There  were  two 
most  important  subjects  which  called  Cmt 
serious  attention.  The  first  was  the  sute 
of  Ireland,  and  that  was  a  subject  which 
required  the  most  minute  investigation : 
i|ext  to  that  was  the  state  of  our  relations 
with  America.  The  denial  of  th)e  right 
hon.  gentleman  to  furnish  the  papert  asked 
by  his  hbn.  friend  was  a  proof  of  his  hos- 
tility to  America.  (Hear,  hear,  firom  the 
ministefcal  side  !)  He  would  repeat  it,  a 
proof  of  his  hostility !  and  would  argue  that 
It  was  not  only  a  proof  of  his  hostility, 
but  that  he  was  afraid  to  m^t  the  discus- 
sion upon  fair  and'e^oal  grounds. 

The  CkModhrtf^ike  Bxcheqmr  could 
not  pretend  to  say  what  eonclusions  the 
hon.  gentleman  might  draw  in  bis  own 
mind,  or  what  he  might  be  disposed  U 
argue ;  but  he  assured  him  that  his  con- 
clusion was  wrong,  if  he  suppoaed  that  the 
refusal  of  the  papers  moved  for  could  pro- 
ceed only  from'  a  spirit  of  hostility  to 
America.  On  the  contrary,  if  he  now 
wished  to  withiwld  those  papers  fi-eaa  the 
hon.  geademan,  it  was  merely  to  avoid 
q^uarrelling  with  Anerioay  if  it  were  pc»> 
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nble  to  tToid  it  The  object  of  moring 
^ote  papers  was  to  have  a  discussion  oo 
them  wnen  granted ;  and  it  appeared  te 
him  that  any  parliamentary  aiscnssion 
which  coold  how  take  place  npon  the  sub* 
ject^  must  necessarily  tend  to  increase  ra- 
ther  than  allay  the  irritation  on  the  one 
side  or  the  other.  He  agreed  with  the 
bon.  gentleman  in  considering  the  subject 
as  one  of  extreme  importance  and  interest. 
It  was  moreover,  a  subject  of  great  impor* 
tance  to  us,  whether  this  country  should 
be  forced  into  a  war  (if  war  could  not  be 
avoided)  by  America,  or  whether  the  war 
should  proceed  from  any  misconduct  on 
the  part  of  the  British  goTernment.  He 
must  however  always  maintain,  that  as  to 
the  spirit  of  conciliation  always  professed 
in  the  diplomatical  correspondence  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  it  was  most  sin- 
cere upon  our  part.  The  government  was 
«live  to  all  the  advantages  of  reconciliation 
with  America ;  but  still  they  felt  it  their 
imperious  duty  not  to  abandon  those  ma- 
ritime rights  which  this  country  had  ever 
-maintained,  which  were  indispensable  to 
its  character  and  safety,  and  which,  if  once 
relinquished,  would  leave  the  country  but 
little  more  to  give  up.'  He  felt,  that  the 
question  had  been  narrowed  very  "much 
by  the  hon.  gentleman  having  declined  to 
argue  it- oh  the  grounds  of  the  policy  and 
justice  of  the  Orders  in  Council.  Those 
|>oints  he  had  professed  a  wish  to  discuss 
on  a  future  day,  when  the  motion'of  which 
an  hen.*  and  learned 'fri^rid  of  his  (Mr. 
Brougham)  had  gii^en  notice,  should  be 
brouffht^ibrward.*  He  could  not  but*  say, 
that  he  felt  sorry,  that  since  the  hon.  gen- 
tleftian  himself  did  not  tKink  this  a  proper 
time  to  go  into  the'ouesiion  of  the  jUHiice 
and  policy  of  the  Orders  of  Council,  he 
bad  not  hesitated  to  prdno'uht:e  his  opinion 
of  their  injustice  and  impblicy.  Ae  could 
not  but  regret  to  see  the  gentlemen  who 
usually  sat  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
had  so  little  hesitation  in  giving  an  opinion 
against  the  cause  of  their  country.  "They 
should  recollect,  that  the  *  commfencers' — 
to  borrow  a  phrase  from  the  hon;  gentle^ 
man,  (Mr.  Curwen)  of  this  system,  were 
not  ^sewho  were' now  'his'  Majesty^s 
ministers.  Itwasf!rom*the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  sfde  that  this  '  system  '  com- 
menced ;  and  if  they  h^^steadlty*  main- 
tained their  own  principles 'there' would 
now  be  much  less  of  that  opinion  in  Ame- 
Ticft  of  the  injustice  of  the  condOct  of 
Oreat  Britain.  It  was,  indeed,  very  na- 
taral  for  Uie  Americans,  when  they  read 


the  speeches  of  leading  nieraberi  in  cwr 
parliament,  men  of  weight,  character*  and 
influence,  charging  the  government  of  this 
country  with  injustice,  to  suppose  'that* 
there  must  really  be  injustice.  The  hon. 
gentleman  had  found  great  faults  vnth 
lord  Welleslev  for  not  going  into  a  detail 
of  the  principles  of  blockade  our  govern- 
ment were  ready  to  abandon,  in  order  to 
purchase  of  France  the  revocation  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees.  The  first 
letter  which  he  alluded  to,  of  the  30th  of 
April,  was  written  precisely  and  entirely 
for  the  purpose  of  asking  lord  Wellesley 
that  question.  The  American  minister* 
however,  must  have  been  well  aware  at  that 
time,  that  if  there  was  any  one  question 
more  than  another  which  our  government 
were  determined  not  to  mix  up  with  the 
question  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  it  was 
precisely  this  question  about  blockades. 
It  could  hardly  be  supposed,  that  we 
would  give  an  answer  to  France,  how 
muc)i  of  our  fights  of  blockade  we  were 
ready  to  surrender,  in  order  to  purchase 
for  the  Americans  a  revocation  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees.  As  to  the 
correspondence  between  Mr.  Pinckney 
and  lord  Wellesley,  if  the  hon.  gentleman, 
upon  reading  it,  could  discover  nothing 
but  what  was  conciliatory  in  the  letters  of 
Mr.  Pinckney,  and  nothing  but  what  was 
uncdnciliatory'on  the  part  of  lord  Wei* 
lesley,  he  could  not  account  for  such  a 
constjruction  of 'the'  correspondence  upon 
.any  other  principle  than  the  partiality 
which  the  hoht  member  had  avowed  for 
America.  Now,  as  to  the  letter  which 
was  said  not  to  have  been  answered,  the 
subject  of  that  letter  was  the  recall  of 
Mr.  Jackson,  and  the  appointment  of 
another  minister  in  his  place.  Mr. 
Pinckney  himself,  in  >  his  correspondence 
with  the  American  government,  stated,' 
that  after  writing  that  letter,  he  had 
had  many  communications  with  lord 
Wellesley  on  the  subject,  and  repeated 
opportunities  of  personal  intercourse;  and 
that  he  was  informed  by  hi*  lordship,  and 
had  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  that  a  minister 
would  soon  be  sent  out  to  America.  If 
that  letter,  therefore,  was  not  formally 
answered,  it  was  because  the  information 
sought  for  by  Mr.  Pinckney  had  been 
communicated  in  another  manner.  The 
ground' upon  which  Mr.  Pinckney  specie 
fically  demanded  bis  passports  was,  that 
no  minister  had  been  sent  out  to  America, 
according  to  promise.  He  was  informed 
atHhe  time,  that  the*  only  reason  why  a 
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nuaiiter  had  not  been  sent  out  aommiv 
WM  tba  •iiuatioD  ki  ^bich  iho  goverpr 
meot  found  itself  for  the  two  montfat 
in  coofequence  of  his  Majesty's  illness. 
He  ffoold  much  rather  that  the  boa. 
mover  had  gone  into  an  aijgumeat  on 
the  justice  and  policy  of  the  measures 
pursued  with  respect  to  America^  than 
that  he  should  have  stated  g«nepally 
as  he  had  daa/t^  that  those  measures  were 
unjust  aad  impoUtic.  He  beiieved  the 
hon.  gentleman  did  not  mean  te  deny  the 
principle  that  we  had  a  right  of  cetaiia' 
lion  aaainsi  France,  for  all  those  evils 
which  her  iajosiice  to  neutral  nations  and 
neutral  commerce  might,  bring  upon  this 
oouatry.  At  least,  this  |irincipW  was  not 
first  promulgated  by  those  who  are  now 
his  Majssty  s  ministers :  it  had  been  dis* 
tanotly  and  aoiboritatively  declared,  be- 
fore they  came  into  office*  by  the  gentle- 
men  who  now  sat  on  the  other  side  of  ihe 
House.  The  first  of  those  measures  was 
the  blockade  of  1 806,  whicll  was  imposed 
by  Mr.  Fox,  and  which  ^as  at  that  time 
loudly  complained  of  both  by  France  and 
America*  The  authors  of  the  Order  in 
Council  for  the  blockade  of  1 807,  only 
acted  upon  the  principle  which  had  been 
ttronffly,  and,  as  they  conceived,  properly 
laid  down  by  their  predecessors,  and  fol- 
lowed, in  this  respect,  their  ezaniple.  He 
thougla  the  gentlemen  who  supported  the 
original  measure  in  1806,  ought  not  now 
to  be  the  persons  to  raise  their  voice 
against  the  justice  and  the  policy  of  ibe 
meaaures  since  pursued.  He  should  be  at 
^1  times  ready  to  maintain,  that  they  were 
consistent  with  justice  and  policy,  and 
with  the  relation  which  states  bear  to  each 
Other,  in  the  extraordinary  circumstances 
in  which  the  world  is  placed  at  the  present 
momiant.  When  the  hon.  gentleman  talk- 
ed of  mercantile  distress,  and  attributed  it 
all  to  the  Orders  in  Council,  he  begged 
the  whole  question.  He  must  positively 
deny  that  it  was  occasioned  by  those 
measures :  on  the  contrary,  it  was  owing  to 
them  that  the  distress  was  not  much  greater. 
It  was  to  what  was  called  the  oontinental 
tjrstem  ,that  this  mercantile  distress  was 
owing ;  and  this  system  had  been  much 
ootttrolied  and  checked  in  its  progress  by 
t|»e  Orders  in  Council.  As  the  hon.  gen- 
tieman  had  professed  not  now  to  enter 
'  into  the  argument  of  the  justice  and  poUcy 
of  those  measures,  be  should  also  content 
himself  with  just  glancing,  as  he  had  done, 
at  the  reasons  which  made  him  consider 
them  /neither  w^t  nor  impoUtic.    He 


deprecated  hostiiitiea  with  Am«rica  (if 
they  co\dd  be  avoided)  as  macb  as  any 
man ;  for  he  agreed  with  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, in  believing,  that  the  true  prosperity 
of  America  would  produce  the  |Nro^perty 
of  Britain ;    and  that  there  wen  much 
greater  advantages  to  be  derived  irooi  the 
wealth  of  Americap  in  a  friendly  coqh 
meroe,  than  could  be  enected  kom  pro« 
w>kliig  her  to  war.     Under  these  im|Kes- 
sion%  he  thought  that  peace  should  bf 
maintained,  and  preserved  as  lopg  as  it 
could  be  maintained  and  preserved,  with- 
out abandoning   those  ^saritime   rightf 
which  this  country  iiad  alwaj^s  claii^nd 
and  exercised.     But  although   he    saw 
great  evil  in  a  war  with  America,  yet  ha 
could  not  conceive  it  an  evil  of  so  great  a 
magnitude  as  it  ap«>eared  io  the  hon«  gen- 
tleman who  looked  to  it  as  likely  to  pro- 
duce the  certain  ruin  of  the  British  empire* 
No  one  circumstance  would  be  found  in 
all  the   papers   between    Aoierica   and 
France,  which  shewed  tlfe  least  intention 
of  diminnhing  in  any  manner  the  real  ef- 
tect  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan   decrees. 
The  continental  system  was  to  be  preserv- 
ed in  all  its  force,  and  there  was  not  to  bf 
the  sl^btest  relaxation,  in  favour  of  this 
country,  of  a  single  point  of  it,  even  if  this 
country  should  consent  to  abandon  the 
Orders  in  Council.    He  would  refer  the 
hon.  gentleman  to  a  letter  which  was  then 
in  his  hand,  firom  Monsieur  Tureau^  the 
French  minister  to  the  American  govern- 
vemment.    In  this  letter  the  French  mi- 
nister told  America^  *'  that  it  was  to  be 
clearly  understood,  that  France  could  not 
consent  to  aker  that  system  of  exclusion 
adopted  by  all  Burope  against  the  oanfe- 
merce  of  Great  Britain;  the  wisdom  and 
policy  of  which  fjf^^'^o^  «v^  already  de- 
veloped in  its  efifects  upon  the  common 
enemy.''      It    then    appeared,   that    if 
America  were  to   release   herself  from 
the  operation  of  our    Orders  in  CouOf 
cil,  she  was  to  be  consenting  to  and  assist* 
tng  in  the  plan  for  the  complete  exclu- 
sion of  our   manufactures   and  colonial 
f«t>duce  from  every  part  of  the  continent 
of  Europe.    This  being  the  case»  he  would 
wish  to  know  upon  what  principle  any 
manufacturers  or  merciianis  in  this  couMy 
could  expect  to  be  much  benefited  by  the 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  ?   u  our 
Ofdera  were  called  anttH^ommercial  andl 
anti«neulral»  what  name  was  to  be  givesi 
to  the  policy  of  France?   It  was  her  anti- 
neutial  policy  to  engnlph.  in  her 
power  end  dominion  nil  nencral 
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whfdk  she  was  a61e  to  attack.  In  tilts 
antt-neotraf  spirtt,  Ramburgli  was  depriv- 
,cd  of  its  ^mcfepentfence,  merely  because 
France  cfecfared  that  thif  ifm  a  means  of 
destroying  British  trade  and  H^ing  Brittsh 
ships.  What  neutral  was  ever  safe  that 
the  arms  of  France  eooM  reach  ?  Bad  she 
liot  said  to  each  in  succession,  **  We  most 
tarte  away  your  indepentfence  in  order  to 
itiiure  Engfand"  ?  Was  it  then  a  question, 
whether  we  were  entitfed  to  caH  upon 
neotraF  nations  to  assert  and  maintain 
their  rrghts,  and  not  sufib*  themselves  to 
be  made  passire  instruments  in  the  hand^ 
of  France,  to  second  her  hostile  designs 
against  this  country  ?  If  the  French  go- 
Tcrnment  had  resolved  to  turn  trade  into 
a  sword,  and  commerce  into  measures  of 
hostility  against  us;  and  if  neutral  nations 
would  l^d  then*  hands  to  sharpen  this  in- 
strament,  hitended  for  our  destruction,  we 
had  a  right  to  arrest  the  arm  that  would 
wield  it,  and  those  neutrals  had  no  great 
right  to  complain,  even  although  they 
might  suffer  something  by  the  operation 
of  the  Orders  in  Council.  It  was  noi  his 
wish  to  enter  into  a  discission  now  of  those 
points  for  which  the  hon.  gentleman  de* 
sired  those  papers  to  he  produced.  He 
should  vote  against  the  production  of  them, 
because  he  thought  that  ministers  ought 
not  to  consent  to  lay  a  foundation  fbr  a 
discussion  which,  in  their  opinion,  might 
do  harm  at  the  present  moment,  and  could 
be  productive  of  no  good.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman seemed  to  think,  that  the  corres- 
pondence between  the  two  countries  was 
now  finally  closed,  and  that,  therefore, 
there  could  be  no  danger  in  their  produc* 
tion.  He,  for  his  part,  hoped  that  the 
correspondence  was  not  finally  closed ; 
and  while  a  hope  of  that  sort  remairied, 
however  slight,  he  wished  to  cherish  it, 
and  to  do  nothing  which  could  increase 
irritation.  He  thought  it  possible  that 
there  were  ]points  in  those  discussions 
which  might  still  be  brought  to  a  favour- 
able issue:  an  event  which  could  hardly  be 
expected  if  those  matters  were  publicly 
discussed  in  that  House.  He  was  extremely 
desirous  to  believe  that  the  final  issue 
might  be  diflfbrent  froQi  what  appeared 
from  the  present  state  of  things,  and 
thereibre,  he  did  not  feel  himself  at  liberty 
to  go  freely  into  such  a  discussion  until 
the  complete  determination  of  the  ques- 
tion. There  were  many  points  in  the 
conduct  of  America  which  he  could  not 
DOW  characterise  by  those  epithets  that  he 
woidd  conceive  himself  jusufied  in  using; 


if  an  amicable  settlement  of  those  points 
became  hnpossibfe. — ^An  hon.  gentlemaa 
(Mr.  Cnrwen)  had  more  than  once  in  the 
course  of  his  speech,  expressed  a  hope 
that  his  Majesty's  present  ministers  were 
not  likely  long  to  hold  that  situation* 
(Hear,  hear!)  Whatever  golden  dreams' 
might  be  indulged  on  this  subject,  he  must 
say,  that  as  fbr  as  he  knew  any  thing 
about  the  matter,  he  rather  imagined  that 
the  hon.  gentleman  would  fmd^  thai  his 
consolatory  prospects  would  not  opea 
upon  him  quite  so  pleasantly  as  he  had 
imagined.  (Hear,  hear !)  But  if  the  sys- 
tem which  the  hon.  gentleman  so  strongly 
recommended,  were  ever  to  be  a  system 
dictated  to  the  government  of  this  coun- 
try by  parliament,nhen,  indeed,  he  should 
feet  happy  to  quit  his  present  situation, 
and  no  longer  foirm  a  part  of  any  adminis- 
tration which  must  pursue  a  course  so 
hostile,  as  he  conceited,  to  the  true  inte- 
rests of  the  country. 

Mr.  Bastard  said,  that  when  he  read 
the  resolutions  passed  in  America,  he  wish- 
ed that  resolutions  of  a  contrary  nature 
should  be  passed  to  meet  them.  The 
American  government  had  in  fact  declar- 
ed, that  they  would  go  to  war  with  this 
country  as  soon  as  they  were  prepared. 
He  thought  that  such  resolutions  might 
fairly  be  met  by  a  declaration  of  war 
upon  our  part,  for  if  the  alternative  was 
war  or  humiiration,  surely  the  former  was 
inflmtely  preferable. 

Mr.  Herbert  (of  Kerry)  on  the  contrary 
was  of  opinion,  that  war  with  America 
ought  to  be  avoided  as  much  as  possible. 
He  had  great  doubts  whether  we  were 
right  in  the  present  quarrel.  As  to  what 
had  been  so  much  talked  of, — our  mari** 
time  rights, — he  believed  that  much  of 
what  was  claimed  as  maritime  right,  was 
somewhat  dopbtful.  It  appeared  now, 
that  we  were  to  maintain  those  rights,  as 
they  were  called,  against  almost  all  Eu- 
rope. He '  hoped  that  those  rights  which 
were  to  be  maintained  against  so  formi- 
dable a  force,  would  be  just  and  clear 
beyond  dispute.  The  policy  of  a  war 
with  America  appeared  to  him  to  be  as 
doubtful  as  the  justice  of  it.  It  would 
cauie  an  accession  to  France  of  many 
advantages  in  naval  stores,  and  of  a  large 
body  of  sailors  not  inferior  to  our  own. 

Mr.  Baring  thought  that  notwithstand-^ 
ing'the  moderation  T>f  tone  and  manner 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  had  just 
sat  dowHi  it  was  hardly  possible  that  war 
between  this  conntry  and  America  could 
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be  a?oided|  if  the  ffoverinent  were  to 
act  in  the  spirit  of  the  sentimeatt  which 
bad  been  that  night  delivered  by  that 
right  hon.  gentleman  and  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  who  preceded  him* 
The  House  would  do  well  to  recollect, 
that  however  strong  the  feeling  displayed 
on  the  present  occasion  by  the  supporters 
'  of  ffovemment  miffht  be,  the  expression 
of  feeling  at  the  beginning  of  the  last 
war  with  America  was  not  less  violent 
He  prayed  to  God  that  the  termination 
of  the  war  which  the  country  seemed 
now  entering  into  might  be  less  fatal  than 
that  of  the  former.  Bat  how  could  any 
man  reasonably  eutertaiu  such  a  hope  at 
the  present  moment,  who  took  a  consi* 
derate  view  of  the  situation  of  the  two 
countries  ?  If  we  were  formerl  v  unsuccess* 
ful,  how  could  it  be  supposed  that  we  could 
be  now  successful  against  a  people  whose 
population  and  resources  had  been  trip- 
led)  A  war  with  America  surely  ought 
not  to  be  gone  into  with  levity — but  oqght 
to  he  preceded  by  the  utmost  caution  and 
deliberation.  He  wished  to  say  a  w(M 
or  two  about  the  question  of  right  The 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer on  this  subject  had  resorted  to  rather 
a  curious  mode  of  argument,  and  seemed 
Co  think  it  enough  if  he  could  throw  the 
charge  of  originating  the  measures  which 
ended  in  the  Orders  in  Council  on  the  ad- 
ministration which  preceded  him.  Whe- 
ther these  Orders  in  Council  were  to  be 
considered  as  a  retaliation  of  the  measures 
of  the  French  government  or  not,  or  whe- 
ther the  French  or  the  people  of  this 
country  were  the  original  aggressors, 
was  not,  tn  his  opinion,  the  question  at 
present  fpr  the  consideration  of  the  Honae. 
It  had, been  always  said  by  the  advocates 
for  these  orders,  that  America  would  suf- 
fer fk'om  them.  It  was  France  that  was 
said  to  be  in  the  wrong,  and  not  Aaoe- 
rica  ;  and  the  injustice  of  France  vras  the 
justification  of  the  injuiy  done  to  America- 
Admitting  then,  that  America  did  sujSer 
from  these  Orders  in  Council,  sorely*  the 
manner  in  which  they  Ind  expressed  their 
suflerings  was  at  least  entitled  to  atten- 
tion, 3ut  the  qoettion  was,  had  this 
country  redeemed  the  pledge  which  it 
pve  Uie  American  government  respect- 
ing the^  Orders  in  Council  ?  The  Ordera 
were  to  cease  when  France  shonkt  repeal 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees ;  and  it  was 
stated  by  the  British  government,  that  if 
France  were  to  concede  any  thing  ^i  their 
decrees,  we  should  go  on/wripMi  with 
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them  in  revoking  the  Orders  in  Comcil. 
Now,  had  France  either  totally  repealed 
the  decrees  in  question,  or  done  enough 
to  call  upon  us  to  concede,  something  on 
onr  part?  It  was  necessary  before  an«« 
swering  this  question,  to  consider  what 
those  obnoxious  French  decrees  really 
were.  We  never  surely  could  mean  ta 
call  upon  America  to  resist  that  part  of 
the  French  decrees  which  related  to  the 
interdiction  of  our  trade  with  those  parte 
of  the  continent  over  which  France  ex- 
ercised authority.  The  objectionable 
part  of  the  decrees  was,  that  which  re- 
lated to  what  was  called  denationalixa* 
tion.  It  was  not  easy  to  make  out  from 
the  jargon  of  the  French  decrees,  the 
exact  meaning  of  the  terms  employed; 
but  what  America  maintained  was,  that 
France  had  actually  repealed  all  this  ob« 
jectionable  part  of  the  decrees.  It  was 
fer  the  House,  therefore,  to  consider  whe- 
ther or  not  the  promise  to  America,  was 
to  be  fulfilled.  The  Americans  contended 
that  France  had  now  repealed  that  part 
of  her  obnoxious  decree,  which  they  were, 
called  upon  by  this  country  to  resist 
Could  it  be  maintained  that  America  waa 
bound  to  inust  on  France  recalling  what 
was  called  the  continental  system }  They 
might  as  well  be  called  on  to  insist  that 
the  Bourbons  should  be  restored  to  the. 
throne  of  France.  He  should  really  feel 
ffreat  satisfaction  in  hearing  any  thing, 
uke  a  proof  from  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side,  that  the  decrees  were  not  repealed 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  they  re- 
spected the  Americans.  But  there  was 
not  the  smallest  room  for  doubt  on  the 
subject:— the  oflScial  declarations  were 
as  fiiU  as  possible.  There  was  an  official 
communication  from  the  French  minister 
to  the  government  of  America.  Afier 
this,  what  could  America  do  ?  And  how 
could  the  relaxation  of  the  Non-Intercourse 
Act  with  regard  to  France  be  in  any  way 
construed  into  partiality  towards  that 
country  ?  The  Non*Importation  Act  was  to 
be  relaxed  in  favour  of  that  country  which 
should  first  relinnuish  the  system  a^inst 
which  America  Lad  been  complaining. 
The  French  governmtot  officially  noti- 
fied the  repeal  of  their  decrees  to  the 
American  government,  accompanied  cer- 
tainly with  this  proviso,  that  the  relin-. , 
qnisbment  did  not  afiect  or  alter  the  con*, 
tinental  i^stem  which  Frai»ce  had  adbpt-. 
ed.  What  he  should  ask  vrooU  Juv». 
beeiEi  the  launage  of  thie  country  to  4sMt*. 
rica  if  we  had  offcialljr  coirtrnMai^J^ 
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the  rtpeal  of  tbe  Ot4en  in  Goondl,  tnd 
America  should  say,  we  do  not  believe 
you?     In   whal  possible  manner    could 
rrance  convey  tbe  repeal  more  satisfac- 
torily than  in  the  manner  adopted  ?     He 
^apposed  it  would  be  said,  that  the  asser- 
tions of  the  French  goTemment  ought  not 
•to  be  believed  ;  but  since  the  revocation 
there  was  not  one  instance  of  the  decree 
having  ever   been  acted  opbn.— (Hear, 
from    the    Treasury  Bench.)— The  right 
hon.  gentleman  seemed  inclined  to  deny 
this ;  but  Mr.  Foster  had  been  challeng- 
ed on  that  point  and  had  remained  silent. 
He  was  ignorant  of  any  instance  of  a  ves* 
•el   being  condemned  on  these  decrees, 
since  early  in  the  month  of  November.  It 
was  surprising  to  him,  that  the  revocation 
was  so  complete  on  the  part  of  France 
as  it  really  was ;  for  it  was  not  the  in- 
terest of  France,  that  the  intercourse  be- 
tween America  and  this  country  should 
be  renawed  ;    and  it  might  rather  have 
been  expected  that  that  government  would 
have  left  some  doubts  for  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  to  hang  a 
peg  on,  for  the  sake  of  opposing  the  in- 
.tercoorse.    Tbe  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Stephen)  had  seemed  all  anx- 
iety for  discussion,  while  he  very  well 
knew  that  be  bad  friends  before  him  who 
would  debar  him  from  entering  into  dis- 
cussion.    The  House,  he  contended,  was 
very  much  in  want  of  general  information 
on  this  question  with  America.     The  ar- 
gument against  producing  this  informa- 
tion at  present,  was  one  which  had  been 
often  had  recourse  to— he  liad  heard  it 
last  year — it  was  said,  that  delicate  nego- 
ciations  were  then  going  on,  which  would 
be  affected  by  the  discussions  which  might 
ensue;    and  yet  when    the  papers  were 
looked  into,  it  would   be  seen   that  there 
really  was  no  negociation  going  on  at 
that  time ;  that  there  was  nothing  which 
could    lead  to  any  arrangement  of  the 
question  between  the  two  countries ;  and 
that  that  question  might  have  been  very 
safely    discussed     in    the    House.      Hs 
was  afraid  that  this  argument  would  be 
brought  forward  to  the  last;    and  that 
the  country  would  at  onee  go  to  war, 
without  any    interval  being  allowed   to 
parliament  *  to  deliberate  on   the,  policy 
which  ought  to  guide  the  government  in 
the  dispute.     The  right  hon.  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had,  indeed,  while 
exposing  the  (aliaciousneM  of*  the  hopes 
of  an  Iron,  ofiember  respecting  a  chanffe 
of  MOiisiry,  told  iiieii««satbat'he  would 
(VOL.  XXI.) 


not  remain  in  his  situation,  if  any  cos* 
cession  was  made  to  America.  Upon  the 
shewing,  then,  of  the  right  hon.  gentle-* 
man,  there  was  not  the  smallest  prospect 
of  the  dispute  being  ever  settled  without 
tbe  interference  of  the  House.f— With  r^ 
spect  to  the  Act  at  present  in  progreae 
through  the  American  Congress,  he  did 
not  think  it  had  been  properly  considered. 
It  was  not  in  any  way  to  be  looked  upon 
as  expressive  of  conciliation  towards  this 
country,  but  as  an  act  of  simple  justice  to 
tbe  American  people.  Tbe  Non*Importa- 
tion  Act  necessarily  afifected  the  interests 
of  many  who  had  entered  into  transactions 

Crior  to  iu  being  passed  ;  and  Congress 
ad  appointed  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  mode  of  redress  to  whicli  these  per- 
sons were  entitled.  But  to  prevent  all 
raisconitroction,  it  was  expressly  stated  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  that  the 
report  had  been  delayed  till <  those  Acte 
had  passed,  whicli  left  no  room  to  doobt 
of  the  sentiments  of  America.  He  really 
could  not  help  feeling  a  good  deal  of  sur- 
prise, when  he  heard  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  (Mr.  Stephen)  confidently  talk 
of  the  prosperous  state  of  the  trade  of  this 
country,  and  assert  that  it  was  now  mora 
flourishing  than  previous  to  the  Orders  in 
Council.  Would  any  man  in  the  House« 
who  wafi  any  way  engaged  in  trade,  say 
this  ?  Was  there  any  man  so  unconnected 
with  trade  as  not  to  know  how  utterly  un* 
founded  this  assertion  was  ?  It  was  really 
surprisinc^  to  him  that  there  should  be  any 
man  so  blind  to  every  thing  passing  around 
him,  so  deaf  to  the  language  of  every  part 
of  the  country,  or  so  infatuated  by  th# 
spirit  of  system,  as  to  venture  gravely  to 
assert  such  a  proposition.  Could  any 
man  be  ignorant  of  tbe  universal  distress 
of  the  manufacturing  towns ;  of  tbe 
petitions  from  Sufierdshire;  of  the  re-*- 
doced  state  of  that  once  most  flourish- 
ing trading  town,  Liverpool?  It  was 
astonishing  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  should  be  so  infatuated  as  not 
to  perceive  the  dangerous  sitaatimi  into 
which  he  had  plun^  this  country,  by 
his  writings.  To  be  sure,  the  right  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
token  a  more  humble  line  of  argument. 
He  had  admitted  the  distresses  of  the 
country ;  but  then  he  contended  that  they 
did  not  originate  with  him.  He  thought 
that  these  distresses  were  so  evident,  as 
not  to  require  any  argument  in  thatHouso 
to  prove  their  existence ;  and,  indeed,  ba 
should  never  have  thought  of  noticing  tbe 
(SE) 
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<ubject,  had  it  not  been  for  the  very  •iagii« 
lar  assertion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman. One  most  important  effect  of 
the  Orders  in  Council  was,  the  loss  of  the 
American  trade.     The  hon  and   learned 

Sentleman  had  said  a  great  deal,  in  aTery 
eclamatory  and  imposing  manner,  about 
the  maritime  rights  of  this  country.    The 
Order  of  the  7th  of  January  1806,  of  the 
former    administration,    interdicted     the 
coasting  trade  ;   and  was  only  retaliating 
in  so  far  as  retaliation  could  be  useful. 
He  was  not  inclined  to  give  up  the  point 
of  the  coasting  trade.    War  with  America 
was,  no  doubt,  a  grea^  evil ;   and  was,  no 
doubt,  to  be  avoided  by  every  reasonable 
concession ;  but  be  did  not  know  whether 
the  trade  with  America  would  be  an  equi- 
valent in  this  case.     Against  this  Order, 
America,  no  doubt,  did  complain  ;  but  it 
was  that  sort  of  complaint  which  a  neutral 
nation  always  makes  to  a  belligerent,  and 
was  not  such  a  one  as  was  likely  to  lead 
to  war.     Now  with  respect  to  these  mari- 
time  rights,  which  were  said   to  be  in 
danger,  he  did  not  find  there  was  any  dif- 
ference between  Mr.  Foster  and  the  Ame- 
rican   government,    on    the    subject    of 
blockade.     Mr.  Foster  wrote  on  the  26th 
«f  July,  that  the  blockade  of  1806,  would 
not  be  continued,  unless  there  was  a^euffi- 
«ient  naval  force  to  affect  it;    and  Mr. 
Monro  returned  an  answer,  agreeing  to 
that  explanation  of  the  subject,  and  stating 
the  point  in  dispute  to  have  been  the  right 
claimed    by  Great    Britain,  of   placing 
whole    coasts  under  blockade    by  pro- 
clamation, without  a  sufficient  naval  force 
.  to  carry  that  blockade  into  effect.     He 
'  wished  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House  would  condescend  to  explain 
how  these  maritime  rights  could  be  endan- 
gered by  the  repeal.    There  had  been,  in 
fact,  a  practical  repeal  already  ;  and  the 
Orders^had  been  confined  to  Holland  and 
France.     They  did  not  now  extend  to  the 
Baltic,  nor  to  the  Ems,  ner  to  the  territory 
of  Murat,  which  was  considered  as  not 
subject  to  France.     France  would   not 
agree  to  receive  colonial  produce  into  the 
.  Elbe  or  the  Ems ;    and  therefore,  if  the 
Orders  in  Council  were  repealed,  France 
would  not  receive  American  vessels.    He 
intreated  the  House  to  bestow  the  fullest 
consideration  on  this   deeply  important 
question.     It  was  surely  the  polity  of  this 
country  to  make  as  much  as  possible  of 
those  countries  which  it  was  beyond  the 

Sower  of  ^he  enemy  to  reach,  he  meant^ 
forth  and  Sootti  America,  and    India, 
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which  were,  perhaps,  a  sufficient  field  for 
oar  industry. 

Mr.  Stephen  explained.  He  had  not 
said  that  the  trade  of  the  country  was  mt 
present  in  a  sUt^  of  the  highest  prospe- 
rity ;  but,  in  answer  to  a  proposition  of  the 
mover,  he  bad  observed,  that  the  com- 
merce of  the  empire,  which  had  been  im- 
paired by  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees, 
was  restoi^d  to  its  original  vigour  whoi 
the  system  of  retaliation  was  retorted  to  ; 
and,  in  fact,  it  bad  been  raised  several 
millions  above  what  it  had  ever  been  be- 
fore. 

Mr.    Wilbeiforce   said,  that  when  two 
countries  were  in  a  state  of  pending  ne- 
gociation,  it  was  improper  to  move  for 
papers  by  which  that  negotiation  was  lia- 
ble to  be  affected.    Those  who,  under  such 
circumstances,  called  npon  the  govern- 
ment to  produce  them,  rendered   them- 
selves   responsible   for  all  the  mischief 
which  their  production  might  create.   The 
case  was  somewhat  altered,  when  these 
papers  were  already  before  the  public,  but 
still  it  was  hard  to  separate  them  from 
those  which  -were  at  the  moment  -  passing 
between  the  ministers  of  the  two  countries. 
If  be  agreed  in  opinion  with  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Curwen)  who  had  argued 
with  such  extraordinary  animation  in  fa- 
vour of  taking  the  power  out  of  the  hands 
of  ministers — if  he  agreed  in  his  opinion 
of  their  principles,  he  should  certainly 
come  to  the  same  conclusion;  l)^t  repos- 
ing as  he  did  a  perfect  confidence  in  his 
right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  trusting  as  he  did  to  the  purity 
of  his  motives,  and  the  uprightness  of  lus 
views,  be  could  not  deny  his  claims  to  the^ 
confidence  of  the  House,  when  he  declared' 
that  the  production  of  the  papers  in  ques- 
tion would  have  an  injurious  tendency. 
As  to  the  point  of  conciliation,  he  agreed 
in  iu  propriety,  and  also  in  the  answer 
which  was  given  to  it     If  his  hon.  and 
learned  relation  (Mr.  Stephen)  had  fol- 
lowed the  last. speaker,  he  certainly  most 
have  gone  into  the  whole  of  the  argument 
respecting   the    Orders  in  Council,  iMit 
would  that  have  tended  to  conciliation? 
When  they  4new  the  difierent  opinions 
entertained  by  the  two  great  parties,  they 
must  know  that  it  was  not ;  when  tiiey 
looked  further,  and  considered  the  natme 
of  public  discussions,  on  one  side  the  con- 
duct of  Ajnerica  arraigned,  on  the  other 
that  condfict  justified,  and  the  conduct  ef 
England  deprecated,  and  when  they:  con* 
sidered  how  far  the  pamoiis  and  pr^odicta 
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of  men  were  liable  to  hurry  tbem  in  such 
a  discusstOD,  they  must  agree  that  the  great 
and  important  end  of  cMiciliation  was  not 
likely  to  be  answered  under  such  circum* 
stances.  If  the  object  was  conciliation, 
the  discussion  of  the  different  topics  of 
complaint  and  recrimination  did  not  afford 
the  best  means  of  its  accomplishment. 
The  motion  evidently  was  not  for  know- 
ledge, asv€very  person  was  individually 
possessed  of  it  at  present;  it  was  therefore 
a  preparation  for  discussion,  which,  as  he 
bad  already  declared,  could  not  answer 
the  purpose  intended.-— He  would  confess, 
Und  he  was  not  ashamed  to  confess  it,  that 
there  was  not  at  all  times  a  sufficient  at* 
tention*in  this  country  to  the  spirit  of 
conciliation  towards  other  countries,  and 
particularly  towards  America.  It  would 
be  well  if  persons  in  high  situations  of  go- 
▼ernment  had  been  niore  abundant  in  their 
eivilities  to  that  nation,  which,  being  a 
new  one,  was  naturally  more  jealous  of 
etiquette,  possibly  from  feeling  that  it  did 
not  stand  on  as  high  ground  as  other  and 
older  states.  The  happiness  of  millions 
was  at  stake.  There  was  scarcely  any 
measure  likely  to  prevent  a  war,  in  which 
|ie  would  not  willingly  follow  his  hon. 
friend,  if  he  might  be  permitted  to  call 
bim  so,  who  with  gr^at  consistency  had 
always  .been  ready  to  sacrifice  private 
feelings  to  the  promotion  of  such  objects 
as  the  present,  and  therefore  he  (Mr. 
.Wilberforce)  shpuld  oppose  the  motion, 
because  he  did  not  think  it  calculated  to 
promote  the  spirit  of  conciliation,  and  con* 
pequendy  not  likely  to  prevent  the  dread- 
ful extremity  which  it  must  be  the  wish  of 
all  to  avert.  He  well  remembered  that  at 
the  time  of  what  was-  called  the  great 
American  war,  appeals  were  made  to  the 
Rational  honour;  he  disapproved  of  such 
appeals,  either  then  or  now,  because  he 
/did  not  think  the  national  honour  com* 
initted.  It  was  not  by  discussing  the  va- 
rious topics  of  injury,  nor  by  represen^ug 
the  danger  to  be  apprehended,  or  the  me« 
lancholy  state  of  our  commerce  at  present, 
that  we  should  make  any  advance  in  the 

Sirit  of  conciliation.  He  believed  that 
e  state  of  our  commerce  was  melancholy, 
Ibttt  then  it  should  be  remembered,  that 
that  melancholy  state  brought  along  with 
at  disppsitioAs  against  which  it  would  be 
necessary  to  guard,  and  among  others  a 
dispoaition  to  impatience,  a  disposition  to 
jgrasp  at  any  thing  rather  than  vrait  for  the 
proper  result  of  mei^sures,  >  the  result  of 
mhkh  after  •fU  n)i|^Jbit  found  to  c^ntfa*' 


diet  the  prophecies  of  those  who  opposed 
tbem.  He  should  abstain  cautiously  from 
discussing  the  Orders  in  Council,  but  be 
could  not  help  saying,  that  when  they 
were  first  isiued  ihey  were  extremely  po- 
pular among  the  mercaniil^  classes  of  the 
community.  This  the  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Baring)  had  himself  allowed  in  the 
pamphlet  which  he  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  had 
read  with  all  the  attention  it  deserved. 
The  House  ought  not,  in  discussing  the 
policy  of  these  Orders  to  be  influenced 
therefore  by  feelings,  which  the  present 
complaints  from  the  same  quarter  were  apt 
to  excite;  but  to  loojc  back  on  the  past, as 
well  as  forward  to  the  future,  and  to  form 
a  comprehensive  ,view  of  what,  under  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  would  b« 
most  beneficial  to  the  country.  He  thought 
the  war  would  be  injurious  to  us,  but  much, 
more  so  to  America,  but  he  could  not 
think  it  possible  that  his  right  hon.  friend 
the  Chancelbr  of  the  Exchequer,  any 
more  than  himself,  could  look  upon  that  as 
a  reason  for  wishing  for  hostilities*  His 
right  hon.  friend  presided  over  the  coun- 
try, and  was  bound  particularly  to  watch 
over  its  interests,  but  his  mind  was  not  so 
narrow,  his  views  so  contracted,  or  his 
principles  and  feelings  so  circumscribed,  as 
to  adopt  such  a  ro\e  of  reasoning  or  of 
acting.  He  would  repeat,  they  should 
make  any  consistent  sacrifices,  but  they 
should  not  give  up  what  was  necessary  te 
the  support  of  their  commerce,  to  the  sop- 
ply  of  their  marine  force,  or  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  nation.  One  of  his  ceasone 
for  the  vote  he  should  give  this -night  was 
the  propriety  of  preventing  angry  discus- 
sions, to  which  America  might  look,  with* 
out  making  those  allowances  for  the  ea«- 
gemess  of  debate,  which  ought  always  lo 
be  made,  and  which  she  might  be  induced 
to  regard  as  specimens  of  the  more  deli- 
berate feelings  of  the  heart,  of  which  in 
fact,  they  were  no  specimen.  There  was* 
he  would  assert,  whatever  might  be  the 
impressions  of  particular  persons,  there 
was  a  wish  in  this  country  to  conciliate 
America,  to  treat  her  with  every  attention 
and  erery  respect.  This  was  evident  fr<im 
the  manner  in  which  the  American  mi^ 
nister  had  been  received  in  all  public  as- 
semblies while  in  this  country,  and  from 
the  warm  and  cordial  feeling  which  was 
manifested  towards  him.  He  did  not 
know  whether  it  was  prudent  to  say  so  or 
not,  but  he  could  not  help  thinking  that 
the  conduct  of  .the  American  government 
and  people^  w^  9pt  actoatad  by  tha  t 
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feeling  with'  respect  to  os.  H^  could  not 
help  expressing  his  astonisbmeRt  at  an 
assertion  of  the  bon.  gentleman  on  the 
floor  (Mr.  Whitbread)  that  the  conduct  of 
the  American  governroeiit  had  been  irn* 
partial  between  this  country  and  France. 
That  bon.  gentleman  bad  on  this  occasioh, 
spoken  in  a  manner  very  unlike  himself. 
But  still  he  would  again  assert,  that  there 
was  hardly  any  sacrifice  compatible  with 
the  safety  and  honour  of  Great  Britain; 
which  he  would  not  make  to  re-establish 
and  confirm  the  amity  between  the  two 
nations ;  .  while  on  the  other  band,  he 
trusted  that  erery  intelligent  American 
must  perceif  e,  that  a  sacrifice  which  should 
ruin  our  navy,  would  eventually  l6ad  to 
Ifae  destruction  of  America  herself. 

Mr.  JHt,  Thornton  said^  that  in  voting 
Ugainst  the  motion,  he  was  not  guided  by 
the  view  taken  of  the  subject  by  the  right 
lion,  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheauer) 
trho  asserted,  that  the  protfuction  ot  the 
papers  might  interfere  with  a  pending 
Aogociation ;  nor  was  he  influenced  by 
the  argument  of  his  bon.  friend  (Mr.  Wil- 
berfbtce)  that  America  might  be  exaspe« 
rated  by  such  a  discussion.  But  he  acted 
from  this  feeling,  that  if  the  subject  -were 
entertained  at  present,  it  would  be  a  sort 
of  imputation'  of  blame  against  the  petaons 
Who  had  conducted  the  negociation,  a 
length  to  which  he  was  by  no  means  pre- 
pared to  go.  The  discussion,  in  itself, 
would  be  harmless ;  for,  in  -a  few  days, 
the  fliubiect  would  be  agitated  on  another 
notion ;  but,  in  his  opinion,  if  the  papera 
were  granted.  It  would  be  a  sort  of  pre- 
judgment of  the  question  respecting  the 
Orders  in  Council  ?  He  was  one  of  those 
who  voted  against  the  Orders  in  the  first 
instance,  but  still  he  did  not  think  that 
^  high  ground  of  morality  which  was 
wen  by  some  who  objected  to  them«  was 
altogether  candid. — It  was  now  at  least 
doubtfiil  whether  they  had  been  advan- 
tageous, or  the  contrary,  in  their  practical 
efiects^  and  if  it  should  be  found  that  they 
had  supported  the  maritime  rights  of  Eng- 
land, without  the  maintenance  of  which 
ri^btft  it  was  hnpossible  for  England  to 
exist  as  a  nation,  be  would  then  conceive 
bimself  right  in  altering  his  original  opi- 
nion concerning  them.  A  great  part  of 
the  question  was,  whether  thef  Ordei-s  in 
Council  did  not  pretent  Aiperiea  from 
carrying  continental  produce  into  com- 
lietition  with  ours  in  th«  South  Am^ 
Hcan  and  colonial  raarkeia:  and  he  hoped 
that  when  tha  meriu  of  thds^  Ordei'iin 


Council  ihould  cometobediseussed,  thote 
members  who  were  connected  with  trade 
would  lay  before  the  House  all  the  in^dN 
mation  and  all  the  facts  in  their  4>osses« 
sion,  aqd  thereby  enable  pai4iaatent  to 
form  a  solemn  and^  fair  judgment;  upon 
them. 

Mr.  Huiehiiuion  said,  that  hediiierod  to- 
tally from  the  hon.  member  for  Yorkshm 
in  giving  his  confidence  to  the  minirter. 
So  fiir,  indeed,  was  he  from  placing  con- 
fidence in  the  minister,  that,  not  to  speak 
of  a  naeasure  of  such  vital  importance  as 
that  of  peace  or  war,  he  wsa  not  disposed 
to  place  the  slightest  reliance  on  him  even 
in  the  most  trivial  matters.  Let  theHouae, 
by  conceding  the  motion  of  his  bon.  friend, 
shew  to  the  American  people  that  the 
great  body  of  the  House  Of  Commons  were 
really  actuated  by  the  true  spirit  of  eon- 
ciliation.  He  dfepreeated  a  war  with 
America;  and  recommended  oencitiation 
in  our  couniets  at  hom«,  not  only  to« 
wards  that  country,  but  towards  Ireland, 
an  integral  part  of  the  empire.  He  agreed 
with  the  hon;  member  for  Devonshire 
(Mr.  Bastard),  that  war  was  preferable  to 
humiliation.  No  brate  man^^no  man 
living  under  an  arbitrary,  much  less  a-  free 
government,  could  hesitate  on  th^  subject; 
but  he  conjured  them  not  to  let  passion 
and  prejudice  fotce  them  into  an  unneces- 
sary  and  ruhvoas  war.  He  would  sa^ 
most  solemnly  and  most  sincerely,  that  if 
he  ^ere  to  judge  between  the  two  coon- 
tries,  he  should  be  obliged  to  vote  Sgarnst 
his  own  ;  he  should  be  forced  to  say,  that 
England  bad  acted  most  tyrannically  and 
unjustly  to  America.  The  rights  which 
the  minister  claimed  for  England  were 
those  of  plunderers;  and  l^glishmen, 
great  with  the  spirit  of  their  constitution, 
ought  to  tell  him,  that  they  would  mM  act 
like  plunderers  in  compltance  with  his 
tyrannical  policy.  The  motion  for  thesS 
papers  was  a  most  praise-worthy  one* 
After  what  had  fallen  from  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  hew  could  the  House 
and  the  country  ejtpect  a  peaceful  ter- 
mination of  the  differences  with  Ame* 
rica  i  That  right  hon.  gentleman  had  sald^ 
"  I  wish  for  peace*;  but  if  we  hav«  Wari 
I  do  not  think  it  will  be  so  fatal  as  soma 
gentlemen  suppose,  although  of  coarse  ii 
must  be  attended  with  some  disadvanti^al 
and  inconveniencas/'  BtedvaatagMf  m 
inconVeniencJesf  Wai  that  tbt  #117.1^ 
treat  such  a  serious  sabjec^t  Tha  IkaSil 
who  could  speak  ef  the  oaU^nilies  hf  #tf 
M  Ul^Of  ^¥  ^^^  ^f^^i  or  Mtfait  a  ikigtl 
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«(Bce  in  the  fforrernrattit  of  any  country. 
The  member  for  Carlisle  had  expressed  a 
hope,  that  other  men  would  soon  succeed 
tie  those  stations,  in  which  the  rig^ht  hon. 
gentleman  and  his  colleagues  had  shown 
themselves  so  incapable:  but  what  was 
the  right  hon.  gentleman's  reply  to  this 
honest  hope  ?  He  told  the  House  (and  it 
ought  to  go  forth  to  the  country),  that 
whateyer  golden  dreams  that  hon.  member 
indulged  in  might  be  disappointed ;  he, 
in  fact,  told  the  House,  and  not  equivocally, 
that  he  was  to  be  the  future  minister  of 
England.  How  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
€Ould  possibly  think  effacing  an  indignant 
country  at  the  commencement  of  a  new 
<era,  such  as  the  present  awful  period  was, 
he  could  not  imagine ;  but  of  one  thmg  he 
was  certain,  that,  if  the  minister  and  his 
colleagues,  or  any  other  patched  adminii- 
tration,  should  continue  to  act  on  the  sys- 
tem which  had  been  hitherto  pursued, 
they  wouM  soon  shale  the' monarchy  to 
its  foundation,  and  bury  the  constitution 
beneath  its  ruins.  He  begged  pardon  for 
intruding  his  observationr  on  the  Houses 
and  would  conclude  at  once  by  saying, 
that  he  placed  no  confidence  whatever  in 
the  plunderers  of  Copenhagen,  or  in  those 
who  had  the  baseness  to  originate  the 
helKsh  cry  of '  No  Popery.* 
^  Mr.  L^ecster  complimented  the  last  hon. 
speaker  on  the  consistoncy  of  the  begin*' 
ntng  and  end  of  his  speech.  He  had  cer- 
tainly stated  his  contempt  of  the  minister 
most  cavalierly,  and  very  much,  to  ht 
tore,  to  his  own  satisfaction,  but  other 
members  might  differ  from  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman, and  he  for  one  begged  leave  to 
difier  from  him  totally  and  entirely.  For 
his  part,  he  placed  the  highest  confidence 
in  the  minister.     He  thought  that  the  go- 

^  vemment  bad  conducted  the  affairs  of  the 
country  in  the  most  admirable  manner, 
and  that  was  not  his  humble  opmion  alone, 
but  the  opinion  of  many  who  had  more 

.experience  and  were  infinitely  of  more 
consideration  than  himself.  But  be  the 
talents  of  the  ministers  and  his  colleagues 
what  they  might,  it  was  at  least  evident, 
that  their  conduct  towards  America  had 
been  conciliatory;  that  it  was  as  concilia- 
tory as  was  compatible  with  the  inde- 
t»endence  of  Englishmen;  who,  though 
they  shoold  not  wish  to  be  the  aggressors 
towards  America,  did  not,  however,  at  the 
tame  time,  like  to  receive  insult  from  her. 
^befe  was  a  deal  of  swaggering  exterior 
in  the  conduct  of  America;  but  he  was 
mM\k  4eeei^^,  if  there  wasnot  also  much 


Wisdom  at  the  bottom  of  that  eondtict,  and 
a  wisdom  which  would,  in  his  opinion,  re- 
cede in  the  end  fVom  a  war  with  this  coun- 
try. But  as  to  the  present  motion,  could 
it  possibly  tend  to  any  good  purpose,  or 
was  it  not  rather  calculated  to  produce 
every  bad  one  ?  He  did  not  much  cara 
who  was  in  or  who  was  out;  if  the  preser- 
vation of  the  maritime  rights  of  the  coun- 
try were  to  depend  on  the  continuance 
in  power  of  the  present  minister, he  would 
support  the  minister  for  the  sake  of  the 
rights.  Not  being  able  to  see  the  cid  himo 
of  the  present  motion,  he  should  certainly 
vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Whkhrtad^  although  he  wu  aware 
that  the  House  was  anxious  to  com^  to  e 
decision,  yet  hoped  that  he  might  receive 
the  customary  indulgence  of  being  allowed 
to  answer  the  arguments  of  those  who  bad 
opposed  the  motion.  The  hon.  and  learn- 
ed gentleman  who  spoke  las^  was  at  eloss 
to  discover  the  cut  bono  of  the  motion  ;— 
was  extremely  anxious  to  know  what  good 
purpose  the  motion  could  serve.  He  could 
tell  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  that 
one  good  purpose  which  it  would  evidently 
accomplish  would  be,  to  give  him  inform- 
ation on  the  subject  of  America ;  for  it  was 
quite  evident  from  the  tenor  of  hia  speech, 
that  he  was  greatly  in  want  of  such  -  in- 
formation. The  noq.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman had  made  a  declaration  in  farour 
of  the  minister,— he  was  read)^  to  plaee 
every  confidence  in  him.  This  was,  no 
doubt»  a  spontaneous  efihsion,  a  gratni^mt 
declaration,  springing  from  his  heart,  and 
directed  by  his  understanding.  He  was 
even  generous  without  bounds ;  for  he  not 
only  loTed  the  minister,  but  he  loved  his 
colleagues  too.  They  were  all  wonderful 
men,  they  were  all  men  of  talent !  Hit 
praises,  though  very  sincere,  as  it  must  be 
supposed,  were,  however,  extremely  well- 
timed  ;  for  they  came  just  af\er  the  grand 
announcement  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man ;  who,  as  if  he  had  escaped  from 
durance,  had  told  the  country  in  no  very 
obscure  terms,  that  he  was  to  be  the 
Prince  Regent's  minister.  As  far  as  per- 
sonal consideration  could  affect  himself,  he 
could  assure  the  House,  that  he  was  ex* 
ceedingly  careless  who  was  minister :  bat, 
as  far  as  his  country  was  concerned,— a» 
far  as  higher  and  more  exalted  motivef 
could  sway  his  feelings, — he  would  say^ 
that  he  most  seriously  indeed  regretted 
this  declaration  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man. He  regretted  it,  it  it  were  not  the 
mere  vapour  of  arrogance,  because  it 
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forced  upon  bim  considerations  of  the 
most  melancholy  nature  ;  because  be 
knew  that  the  continuance  of  the  right 
bon.  gentleman  in  power,  augured  fatally 
and  ominously  for  the  happiness  of  his 
country ;  because  such  a  disastrous  hct 
promised  no  good,  and  foreboded  every 
eril ;  because,  calamitoas  as  bad  been  al- 
ready our  situation,  this  was  the  shutting 
out  of  hope ;  this  was  the  beginning  of 
despair ;  this  was  the  consummation  of  evil. 
But  he  would  ask  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tieman  still,  why  was  his  support  of  the  mi* 
nisters  so  broad  ?  If  the  hon.  and  learned 

Sentleman  wished  to  be  considered  as 
eliverins  a  consistent  opinion,  was  he 
quite  right  in  lavishing  his  praises  on  the 
minister  and  all  his  colleagues  ?  Was  he 
not  aware  that  amongst  those  coUeajzues 
there  was  at  least  one,  who  differed  from 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  even 
on  principle ;  and  how,  then,  could  his 
approbation  equally  and  consistently  ex- 
tend  to  both  ?  The  rfght  hon.  gentleman 
bad  ventured  (as  he  .Mr.  W.  had  con- 
jectured) to  deny  those  papers  to  the 
anlious  nation,  although  with  no  great 
consistency.  He  was  confident,  that  if  a 
motion  were  made  in  another  place  for 
these  papers,  the  marquis  Wellesley  would 
not  oppose  it«  The  hon.  member  for 
YorksbiE:e  had  refused  bis  assent  to  the 
production  of  those  papers,  because  in  his 
opinion,  they  would  lead  to  angry  dis- 
cussions. That  hon.  member  b^  said, 
that  he  (Mr.  Whitbread)  had  spoken  to» 
sight  differently  from  bis  usual  manner.  He 
was  sorry  that  he  could  not  say  the  same  of 
the  hon.  member,  for  to  do  him  justice,  he 
bad  indeed  spoken  most  like  biniself.  He 
bad  been  unfortunately  guilty  of  no  in- 
consi8tency,<->he  unhappily  had  not  de- 
parted from  the  usual  course  wnich  he  had 
marked  out  for  himself  in  that  House. 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  said,  that  the  pro* 
duction  of  the  papers  would  cause  irrita- 
,  tion.  He  deprecated  the  fiery  debate  and 
the  hot  contentions  which  these  papers 
would  produce  ;  and  yet,  with  hiarkea  in- 
Consistency,.and  almost  in  the  same  breath, 
be  said,  that  we  had  every  information 
which  we  could  wish  before  us ;  and  that 
\  every  member  had  already  in  his  hands 
I  just  as  much  information  as  was  neces- 
sary to  be  the  foundation  of  a  contentious 
^  deoate.  As  to  what  was  said  by  another 
bon.  and  learned  member  (Mr,  Stephen), 
about  the  disappointment  he  felt  at  the 
course  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  taken  in  en- 
forcing hift  motion,  he  could  only  say,  that 
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he  was  extremely  sorry  for  that  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman's  disappointment,  ag- 
gravated as  it  was  by  the  preparation 
which  he  avowed  himself  to  have  made  to 
follow  the  question  step  by  step ;  and  to 
discuss  the  Orders  in  Council  in  all  their 
bearings.  It  was  certainly  a  great  hard- 
ship on  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  not 
to  have  the  opportunity  of  speaking  for 
four  hours,  as  he  bad  done  on  a  former 
occasion  on  this  subject,  although  in  bad 
heaKb.  If  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man had  been  indulged  ^ijth  that  oppor- 
tunity, he  would  have  performed  great 
feats ;  he  would  have  shewn  how  wrong 
America  was,  and  how  right  Great  Britain : 
he  would  have  shewn  how  little  England 
had  to  deplore  the  Orders  in  Council ;  how 
very  slightly  her  trade  bad  been  affected  ; 
— ^notonly  how  slightly  her  trade  had  been 
affected,  but  how  much  it  had  been  benefit- 
ad,— how  much  her  prosperity  had  increas- 
ed ;  how  much  her  wealth  had  been  aug- 
mented. All  these  fine  things  had  been 
lost,  because  the  hon.  gentleman  could  not 
make  the  speech  he  intended.  But  the 
hon.  and  learned  member  resisted  the  pro* 
duction  of  the  papers.  He  denied  tho 
member  for  Milburne  the  obtainment  of 
bis  cui  bono  ;  and  he  assisted  to  keep  back 
that  iuformation  which  would  have  cor- 
rected the  erring  statements  of  that  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman. 

It  was  not  surprizing  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Stephen],  should 
support  the  system  of  which  he  was  the 
author,  for  he  (Mr.  W.)  denied,  in  the 
name  of  all  that  was  great,  good  and  wise, 
that  his  lamented  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  was 
the  author  of  that  system.  That  ffreat 
man,  had  he  lived,  would  have  averted  the 
evils  which  a  short-sighted  policy  had 
brought  upon  the  country.  JBut  to  the 
publication  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman was  mainly  owing  this  system 
•—it  was  he  that  was  to  be  thanked  by 
a  ruined  nation  that  our  manufacturers 
were  starving,  and  that  the  same  Gazette 
which  recorded  our  victories  should  also 
be  crowded  with  our  bankruptcies.  It  was 
to  him  that  was  attributable  the  closing  of 
the  ports  of  continental  Europe,  except-  ' 
ing  as  far  as  regarded  the  perjurous  trade 
to  the  Baltic.  He  might  indeed  be  called 
a  questionable  authority,  and  it  might  in-' 
deed  be  his  business  to  maintain  the  Ordera 
in  Council.  But  if  he  were  so  anxious  to 
make  a  speech  in  their  defence— if  he  had 
in  his  power  all  the  documents  required, 
why  did  he  not  produce  them  i  To  ar^id. 
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an  angry  discQssion  ?— -No ;  he  was  most 
anxious  to  begin  one. — ^To  avoid  particu- 
lar topics  contained  in  them  ?    "  No/' 
«aid  the  hon.  member  for  Yorkshire,  •*  for 
you  may  select  them  from  the    news- 
papers.— Why  then  did  he    refuse  to 
produce  them  ?     "  Because  he  had  such 
confidence  in  administration.''   When  he, 
(Mr.  Whitbread)  6r8t  came  into  parlia- 
ment, the  country  was  on  the  eve  of  a 
war  with  Russia;   the  farourite  doctrine 
then  was,  confidence  in  the  administration, 
and  papers  on  which  tofound  an  inquiry 
were  then  refused  on  the  same  account 
that  now  operated.    He  admitted  that  he 
was  not  one  of  those  who  concurred  with 
the  minister  on  that  occasion— the  hon. 
member  for  Yorkshire  did  agree  with  him. 
The  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority, 
and  the  House  was  deprived  of  all  in- 
formation on  which    it    could   form    an 
opinion,    whether    the    negociation    had 
been   properly    conducted,    or   whether 
a     swaggering     and    dictatory    attidude 
had  been  taken  by  the  British  minister. 
The  present  case  was  nearly  similar ;  but 
the  administration  bad  another  reason  to 
assign,  and  it  was  said  that  the  ditelosure 
would  be  injurious  to  the  public  service, 
and  the  House  was  left  in  the  dark,  con- 
aoled   only  by  its  confiding  ignorance. 
Then,  however,  all  the  documents  had  not, 
^  as  in  the  present  instance,  been  previously 
^  published ;  but  still  the  reply  was  echoed 
— -"  I  will  confide  in  the  minister.     I  can- 
not tell  whether   he' have  acted  right  or 
wrong,  but  his  word  is  enough  to  satisfy  me 
— and  if  ht  says  I  ought  not  to  have  them, 
I  am  contented."     Would  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Yorkshire  at  once  speak  out  boldly 
-»Had  he  read  the  papers  ?     If  he  had, 
he  would  see  that  all  negociations  were 
^terminated,  and  that  there  was  no  possibi- 
lity of  averting  war.     He  did  not  under- 
stand the  hon.  member's  pantomime,  (Mr. 
Wilberforce  was  making  signs.)    But  he 
aaid  there  was  none  ;  all  negociation  was 
broken  off;  and  in  proof  of  it,  he  adduced 
the  President's  message,  which  would  not 
have  been  sent  to  Congress  in  the  form  it 
bore,  had  any  intercourse  continued  be* 
tweeh  Mr.  Foster  and  the  American  go- 
vernment.   An  the  hon. 'gentlemen  that 
had  spoken, .  had    alluded    in   terms    of 
triumph,    to     his    hon.     friend's    (Mr. 
Brougham's)  approaching  motion,    lliey 
were  all  ready  and  anxious  to  meet  it,  but 
where  were  they  to  obtain  their  informa* 
tion?     Would  they  derive   it  from  the 
Aews-papers,.  and  yet  not  sufier  parliament 


to  be  in  possession  of  a  single  document } 
Could  any  conduct  of  the  weakest  man  be 
io  inconsistent?    The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  said,  that  negociations  might 
still,  perhaps,  be  continued  ;    and  then 
he  took  out  of  his  pocket  a  piece  of  a  daily- 
print,  and  read  a  part  of  a  paper  which  he 
(Mr.  W.)  wished  should  be  laid  upon  the 
table.    Bbt  no ;    he  put  it  again  mto  his 
pocket,  contented  with  having  read  from 
a  leUer  of  the  French  miniMer,  Turrean, 
what  were  the  claims  of  the  United  States. 
(Hear !)    Then  said  he,  "  America  is  par- 
tial  to  France."    He  (Mr.  W.)  said,  this 
was  not  true,  and  he  defied  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  to  prove,  out  of  any  of  the  pa- 
pers, the  slightest  charge  of  any  attach* 
ment  to  France  on  the  part  of  the  Ameri- 
can government.    They  were  at  issue  on 
that  point— how  wais  it  to  be  decided  ? 
By  the  production  of  the  papers.    He  had 
been  told  also  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, that  he  was  partial  to  America,  and 
that  he  deserted  the  ca^se  of  his  country. 
What !  was  his  allegiance  due  to  him  or 
to  any  cabinet  that  ne  might  patch  up  ? 
Was  that  the  country  ?  Was  the  wretched 
administration  which,   since  *  1 805,    had 
watched  only  over  the  misfortunes  of  tha 
people,  te  be  called  the  country  ?     Had 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  the  presumption 
to  say  that  he  tvas  the  country  ? — Was  he 
(Mr.  W.)  when  arraigning  the  absurd,  pre- 
posterous, and  foolish  measures  the  minis- 
try adopted,  to  be  told  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  starting  up  from  his 
seat—."  Here  I  am— I  am  the  country— if 
you  oppose  me,  yon  desert  your  country." 
(Hear,    hear,    hear!)— The    parties    of 
Charles  the  1st  and  of  James  the  2d  were 
called  the  country ;  the  supporters  of  the 
American  war  were  called  the  country  : 
and  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  taking  up 
the  thread  of  history,   now    exclaimed, 
"  ministers  are  the  country,  and  you  de- 
sert your  country's  cause.^*    This  was  to 
be  said  to  him  by  a  member  of  that  ad- 
ministration,   which,     being     originally 
formed  upon  a  bad  principle,  was  after- 
wards broken^  then  put  together  again, 
endured,  and  now  as  the  House  had  that 
night  been  told,  selected.— He  would  not 
be  so  imposed  upoil,  however  others  might 
find  it  convenient ;  and  he  would  maintain 
his  right  to  sUte  what  was  his  opinion 
with*  regard    to  the  conduct  of  foreigti 
powers. — ^He  thought  that  both  by  Great 
Britain  and   France  America  had  been 
most  grievously  ill-treated  ;    he  scarcely 
knew  by  which  tha  worse,  but  he  knew 
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ibit  France  had  lbs  aooMr  wpented.    He 
wat  aorry  to  confeM  it,  but  it  was  onfortu- 
Attely  lrue/ii»t  tha  American  paopk,  ag 
well  at  the  goTernmaiiW  ^^r  iubinitting| 
ftom  hard  necesnty  to  ijmuU  after  insult,' 
weA  strongly  ditfmed  to  war,  and  his 
wish  #as,  if  possible,  to  arert.  it.— "  Oh  ! 
impotent  attempt!'*   exclaimed  the  rifpht 
bon.  geotleaaah.   "  Avert  war  by  moving 
for  papers!''  He  admitted  that  taken  ab- 
attactedly,  it  was  not  likely  to  predoce 
the  efibct,  hut  if  he  had  the  good  fortune 
to  obtain  the  concurrence  of  enough  of 
enlightened  members  who  had  read  those 
documents,  to  carry  his  motion,  he  should 
at  least  «hew  to  America,  ihat  notwith- 
.standing  the.  British  minister  for  foreign 
^airl  bad  so  mis-conducted  himself,  and 
notwithstanding  the  instructions  sent  out 
to  Mr.  Foster,  the  House  of  Commons  in 
its  inquisitorial  capacity  called  for  papers, 
that  they  might  be  technically  laid  before 
it  for  their  decision  upon  the  conduct  of 
ministers.    It  was  true  it  might  be  a  short 
step  towards  the  hand  of  friendship,  but  it 
would  be  in  advance,  and  it  would  not  be 
continuing  to  recede  to  such  a  distance  as 
would  enable  either  party  to  draw  the 
swotrd  of  war.    On  the  American  Bill,  in- 
formation respecting  which   had  so  re- 
cently been  received  in  this  country,  an 
hon.  gentleman  had  accused  him  of  laying 
too  great  a  stress.     All  that  be  had  said 
was,  ttiatit  afforded  a  slight  opening  for 
the    possibility    of   conciliation.      Great 
events   sometimes    occurred    from    little 
causes,  and  it  was  not  impossible  that 
France  might  take  umbrage  at  the  mea- 
anire,  and  that  conciliation  on  the  part  of 
Great.  Britain  might  improve  the  impres- 
sion which  that  umbrage  was  calculated 
to  make  in  America.    But  with  respect  to 
the  present   disposition  and    feelings  of 
the  Americas  country,  he  bad  no  hesita- 
■tion  in  expressing  his  decided  opinion  that 
4hey  were  hostile  to  this  country ;    and 
that,  considered  without  the  reference  to 
which  ho  had  just  alluded,  the  Jate  mea- 
sure still  more  strongly  than  any  other 
manifested  their  bdioation  to  war.    The 
origin  of  the  present  system  had  been  at- 
tributed to  those  with  whom  he  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  generally  according  in  po« 
litical opinion.    But  hedisciaimed  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Fox— he  disclaimed  on  the 
part  of  h>rd  Hawick  and  the  adounistca- 
tion  connected  with  him,  any  share  in  the 
IbrmatioR  of  4he  existing  system.     Their 
blockade  was  not  a  paper  one,  it  was 
a  Mockadet  which  Ike  law.^.jiatioas  jwli* 
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tied,  and  lor  nliicb  they  did  not 
orders  until  they  had  ascertained  the 
possession  of  naval  means  by  which  it 
might  he  enforced.  But  that  was  not  the 
enquiry  of  that  night.  If  the  documents 
which  he  called  for  were  produoed,  hs 
would  undertake  to  ahow  tlutt  the  Ameri- 
cans did  not  ipsist  on  the  revocation  of 
the  Orders  in  Council  of  1 806.  Let  Ame- 
rica speak  for  herself  on  that  aubject— -let 
not  the  House  take  the  assertion  of  her 
claims  from  France,  but  from  herself;  and 
when  she  spokef  she  would  say  that  these 
was  no  declaration  so  preposterous  as  that 
cited  against  her  from  the  mouth  of  the 
French  minister.  He  confessed  he  had 
been  much  surprisMd  to  hear  an  hon.  gen- 
tleman behind,  of  great  learning  and  re- 
search and  experience  (Mr.lfL  Thornton), 
who,  when  the  Orders  in  Council  were 
first  promulgated  opposed  them;  now, 
that  they  were  universally  allowed  to  be 
ineffectual,  say  that  possibly  some  good 
might  have  been  derived  from  them,  and 
that  good  should  in  the  estimation  of  the 
country  balance  the  evil  which  they  had 
occasioned.  The  evil  was  unmixed.  It 
was  impossible  to  conceive  a  more  pre- 
posterous demand  than  that  made  by 
Great  Britain  to  America,  that  the  latter 
shouki  obtain  from  France  a  restoration  of 
the  state  in  which  commerce  existed  be- 
fore the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  To 
ask  this  was  to  ask  an  impossibility. 
The  Americans  might  as  well  have  been 
required  to  transfer  their  immense  conti- 
nent to  another  part  of  the  globe.  And 
this  would  be  still  more  evident,  when  it 
w^  considered  how  much  the  fatal  policy 
pursued  by  Great  Britain  in  Europe  had 
aggrandised  the  power  of  Fraiice  since 
the  enactment  of  those  decrees.  Could 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  for  a  moment 
believe,  that  America  had  it  in  her  power 
to  force  tbe  manufactures  of  England 
into  any  part  of  the  continent  ?  Or  sup- 
posing that  she  could  do  so,  what  rtght 
had  the  British  government  to  insist  that 
she  shouki?  What  would  Great  Britain 
say,  if  France  should  insist  on  an  attempt 
upon  the  part  of  America  to  force  the  ma- 
nufactures of  France  into  England  ?  The 
papers  for  which  he  had  moved  were  divi- 
sible into  two  series ;  the  correspondence 
between'  marauis  Wellesley  and  Mr.^ 
Piuckney,  and  the  correspondence  be- 
tween Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Foster.  Was 
the  negociation  with  Mr.  Pinckney  ak 
lowed  to  be  at  an  end  ? .  If  so,  what  objec- 
tioa-CQuld  thera.be  to  the  production  of 
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the  first  terfe8^  Even  the  prodietion  of 
that  would  wear  somewhat  of  the  appear- 
auce  of  conciliation  towards  America,  as 
it  would  imply  the  wish  of  the  House  to 
consider  the  conduct  of  the  Foreign  mi' 
nister  to  the  American  ambassador.  Should 
the  result*  be  an  opinion  expre^ed  by  the 
House  that  lord  Wellesley  had  miscon- 
ducted himself  on  the  occasion,  would  not 
that  declaration  be  conciliatory  towardis 
America?  If  the  reverse  should  be  the 
judgment  of  the  House,  was  it  not 
fitting  that  lord  Wellesley  should  be  ex- 
culpated and  the  fact  be  proclaimed  ?  In 
any  case,  the  production  of  that  particular 
correspondence  could  be  productive  of  no 
evil,  and  might  occasion  much  benefit; 
and  he  should,  therefore,  have  no  objec- 
tion, if  it  were  permitted  him  to  do  so  by 
the  usage  of  the  House,  to  divide  his  mo- 
tion, and  to  move  two  addresses,  the  first 
Ibr  the  correspondence  between  lord  Wel- 
lesley and  Mr.  Pinckney  ;  and  the  second 
for  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Mon- 
roe and  Mr.  Foster;  always  guarding 
himself  by  this  remark-^'that  he  wished 
for  no  paper  that  had  not  already  been 

£ublished  by  the  American  government. 
1  the  then  state  of  the  House,  he  would 
not  press  longer  on  their  attention.  He 
anticipated  that  ))is  motion  would  be  un- 
successful. This  he  should  very  much 
deplore.  But  he  should  have  the  conso- 
lation of  having  done  hi^  dutj ;  and  *t>f 
having,  on  the  eve  of  what  he  feared  wais 
an  inevitable  war  with  America*  advised 
such  measures  to  be  adopted  by  the  Bri- 
tish House  of  Commons  as  would  at  least 
evince  a  conciliatory  disposition  on  their 
part. 

The  House  then  divided; 

For  the  motion •...25 

Against  it IS6 

Majority — 113 

List  qfthc  Minority. 
Aubrey^  Sir  J.  HoFner,  F. 


Bating,  Sir  T, 
Baring,  A. 
Biddulph^  R.  M. 
Burdett,  Sir  P. 
Busk.  W. 
Combe,  H.  C, 
Curwen,  J.  C. 
Fremantle.  W. 
Hftirfikon,  lord  A. 
Hibbert,  6. 
tterbert,  W. 
liuichiiisoa,  C.  U. 
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Hurst,  R. 
Maxwell,  W. 
Moore,  P. 
Morris,  £. 
North,  D. 
Scudamore,  R. 
Sharp,  R. 
Whitbread,  S. 

TELLS^S. 

Creevey,  T. 
Smith,  W. 

Loyalists*  Petitioh   be- 
to  A  CoMMiTTEB.]     Mr.  Lock* 


heart  prefiaiced  the  motion  of  which  he«hacl 
given  notice  for  referring  the  Petition  of 
the  suffering  American  Merchants  [See  p; 
281.]  to  a  committee,  by  a  short  history 
of   their  claims.      The  hon.   gentleman 
stated  that  the  Petitioners  had,  at  a  very 
distant    period,    debts    to    an    immense 
amount  due  to  them  in  America,  for  which, 
in  consequence  of  an  application  on  their 
part  to  the  British  government,  and  a  re* 
monstrance  on  the  part  of  the  British  go- 
vernment to  that  of  America^  the  Ame* 
rican  government  consented,  by  an  article 
in   the  Treaty  of  Commerce,  to  render 
themselves  responsible.      In   1784^,  fovr 
commissioners  were  appointed  to  investi- 
gate the  nature  of  these  debts,  but  after 
sitting  ten  years  they  were  unable  to  make 
an  award,  as  it  always  happened  that 
when  a  point  was  pressed  on  the  American 
commissioners,  they   retired,  and  would 
not  return   unless  a  promise  were  made 
them  that  that  point  should  be  abandoned. 
Again  the  creditors  remonstrated  ;  and  in 
1 802,  eight  years  after  the  termination  of 
the  commission,  a  convention  was  formed 
between  the  British  and  American  govern- 
ments, by  which  the  former  agreed  to  ac- 
cept from  the  latter  600,0001.  in  lieu  of  all 
the  debts  for  which  America  had  be&re 
rendered  herself  responsible   by  treaty. 
He  was  instructed  to  state,  that  had  the 
commissioners  whom  he  had  before  men- 
tioned, pursued  their  labours  to  a  success*- 
ful  termination,  they  would  in  all  proba- 
bility have  awarded  two  millions  as  the 
whole  amount  of  that  class  of  debts  to 
which  their  investigation   was  directed. 
The  creditors  contended  that  they  had  a 
right  to  the  full  amount  of  their  debts, 
guaranteed  as  they  bad  been  to  them  by 
the  American  government;    and  that  if 
government,  for  good  and  sufficient  rea- 
sons no  doubt^  thought  proper  to  commute 
their  claims,  government  was  bound  to 
make  good  the  deficiency,  and  not  to  sa- 
crifice their  individual  interest  to  the  pub- 
lic advantage.      There  had  been  many 
cases  (and  the  hon.  gentleman  instanced 
them)  in  which  when  the  state  gave  up 
the   rights  of  any  of  its  citizens  in   its 
negociations  with  other  states,  it  had  after- 
wards felt  itself  bound  to  indemnify  those 
citizens    from  the  consequences  of   the 
surrender.     But  it  might  be  asked,  why 
had  not  the  petitioners  made  an  earlier 
application?     The  £act  was,  that  in  the 
4^  year  of  the  King,  a  board  of  commis- 
sioners was* appointed  to  enquire  to  whom 
the  600,000/.  obtained  from  th^  Americvi 
(3F) 
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goTernment  w^s  to  be  distriboted.  After 
a  very  laborious  investieation,  the  lapse  of 
•o  many  years  rendering  it  difficult  for 
inaoy  individuals  to  establish  tbeir  claims, 
it  appeared  to  this  board  ibat  no  less  than 
], 420,000/.  was  due  to  the  class  of  credi- 
tors respecting  whom  it  had  been  ap- 
{>ointed  to  enquire.  Of  the  loss  of  the 
difference  between  this  sum  and  600,000/. 
the  petitioners  complained,  and  this  loss, 
they  contended,  ought  to  be  made  good 
lo  them  by  the  country.  — -  They  had 
availecTthemselves  of  the  first  opportunity 
of  submitting  to  the  House  their  griev- 
ances, and  he  now  moVed  for  a  Com- 
mittee, not  by  any  means  to  consider  the 
justice  of  the  claims  of  the  petitioners, 
but  simply  to  inquire  into  the  facts,  and 
to  lay  those  facu  upon  the  table  of  the 
House.  He  understood  that  it  was  not 
likely  the  motion  would  be  opposed. 

The  ChanceUoT  qfihe  Exchequer,  in  agree- 
ing to  refer  the  petition  to  a  committee, 
t^gg^d  it  to  be  distinctly  onderstood,  that 
his  concurrence  in  the  motion  was  not 
occasioned  by  any  impression  on  his  mind 
tfiat  the  case  of  the  claimants  was  such  as 
to  call  on  the  House  to  discharge  the  debt 
originally  due  to  them  in  the  American 
States.  He  was  influenced  not  to  with- 
hotd  the  consent  of  the  crown  to  such  a 
committee  by  the  considerations  of  the 
great  extent  of  the  case,  and  the  importance 
of  the  circumstance  to  individuals.  He 
apprehended,  however,  it  would  be  found, 
that  government  having  done  all  that  it 
possil^y  could  to  enforce  the  claims 
of  the  petitioners  on  the  American  go- 
vernment^ and  having  obtained  all  that 
it  could  for  them  from  that  govern- 
menti  without  going  to  war  on  the  sub- 
jjBct,  the  petitioners  would  ultimately  ex- 
perience it  to  be  impracticable  to  fix  upon 
the  cbuntry  the  obligation  of  paying  them 
the  difference  between  the  sum  actually 
received,  and  that  which  they  alleged  to 
be  due. 

Mr.  Baring  did  not  see  the  necessity  of 
referring  the  petition  to  the  committee, 
in  order  that  the  facts  alone  might  be  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  House.  The  question 
might  be  argued  on  the  facts,  as  stated  in 
the  hon.  gentleman's  s|>eech. 

The  CmnceUor  qfthe  Exchequer  observed, 
that  the  individuals  concerned  were  de- 
sirous rather  that  the  facts,  should  be 
reported  by  a  committee  of  the  House. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to  and  a 
Committee  appointed. 


Pwidi^  Exchequer  BiiU. 
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Friday,  February  14. 

Funding  ExcBBausR  Bills.]  The 
House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Cona* 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means; 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  be 
had  given  notice  yesterday  of  his  inten- 
tion to  move  in  the  committee  a  Resola- 
tion  for  funding  Exchequer  Bills  in  the 
Navy  5  per  cents.  It  was  not,  he  con* 
ceived,  necessary  to  enter  into  any  de- 
tailed view,  and  he  should  therefore  pro- 
ceed to  state  the  terms  to  the  House.  The 
first  proposition  was,  that  for  every  lOO/.- 
of  Exchequer  bills  dated  between  the  Itt 
of  March,  1811,  and  the  14th  of  Fe« 
bruary,  1812,  funded  in  the  Navy  5  per 
cents,  the  person  so  funding  them,  should 
receive  108/.  in  the  5  per  cents,  the  in* 
teres!  on  the  bills  to  be  paid  up  to  the 
9th  of  March,  inclusive.  The  calculation 
was  taken  on  the  7th  of  February,  the  day 
on  which  he  first  sent  the  notice  to  the 
city,  at  which  period  the  5  per  cents, 
were  at  94,  which  would  give  the  accep* 
tor  101/.  IQf.  $d.  for  every  100/.  funded, 
besides  a  bonus  of  the  interest,  up  to  the 
9th  of  March,  of  7#.  8d.  on  each  lOOL 
making,  on  the  whole,  ]/.  17«.  lli.  per 
cent,  bonus.  The  5  per  cents,  were  con- 
sequently depressed  in  some  measure  since 
the  proposition  had  been  originally  made. 
They  were  this  day  reduced  to  93}th»  at 
which  price  the  bonus  experienced  by  the 
funding  would  be  I7s.  Td.  instead  of 
I/.  Ms.  lid.  which,  however,  he  thought 
sufficient  profit  to  induce  the  holders  of 
Exchequer  Bills  to  the  amount  of  four* 
teen  millions  to  fund.  The  state  of  the 
fund,  as  he  had  already  observed,  was  not 
so  favourable  as  at  the  time  when  the  ofier 
was  made,  but  th^e  were  various  con- 
tingent benefits  to  which  the  House  might 
look  on  the  following  year,  especially  in 
the  event  of  peace.  It  was  his  intention 
likewise  to  propose,  that  the  amount  of 
Exchequer  Bills  to  be  so  fiuided  should 
not  exceed  14,000,000/.  He  hoped,  not- 
withstanding the  present  depression,  that 
no  considerable  disappointment  would 
take  place,  and  that  if  not  the  entire,  a 
considerable  proportion  of  that  amount 
would  be  funded  in  the  5  per  cents.  He 
had  reserved  to  himself,  in  case  of  failure 
the  power  of  creating  5  per  cents,  to  meet 
the  deficiency  bjTthe  loan  to  be  raised 
for  the  service  of  the  present  year.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  conclnded  with 
moving  the  following  Resolution^ 
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1  •  *'  Thkt  every  person  interestecl  in  or 
entilled  onto  any  Excbeqaer  Bill  or  Bilh, 
dated  between  the  Ist  of  March  IBll  and 
the  Utb  of  Feb.  1812,  who  shall  carry  the 
same  to  the  office  of  the  Paymasters  of 
Exchequer  Bills  between  the  22d  and 
29th  of  Feb.  1812,  both  inclusiye,  (ouless 
a  si^m  amounting  to  14  millions  sterling, 
principal  m6ney  of  the  said  Bills,  shall  b^ 
sooner  subscribed),  shall  be  paid  the  inte- 
rest that  shall  become  due  thereon,  respec- 
tively, to  the  9th  of  March  1812,  in- 
clusive, and  shall  have,  in  exchange  for 
such  Bill  or  Bills,  a  certificate  or  certifi- 
cates to  the  governor  and  company  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  expressing  the  principal 
sum  contained  in  such  Bill  or  Bills,  which 
certificate  or  certificates  shall  entitle  such 
person  or  persons,  for  every  100^  principal 
money  contained  therein,  to  108/.  capital 
stock  in  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  5/.  per 
cent,  per  ann.,  to  be  added  to  and  made 
one  joint  stock  with  the  5L  per  cent  an- 
nuities, created  by  acts  made  in  the  24th, 
25th,  34.th,  S5th,  S6th,  S7th,  48th,  49th, 
50th,  and  5 1  st  years  of  his  present  Majesty, 
and  the  interest  to  coomieuce  from  the  5th 
of  January  1812,  which  said  annuities  are 
to  be  redeemable  at  the  same  time,  and  in 
like  manner,  as  the  said  annuities  already 
established  are  now  redeemable  by  par- 
liament, and  to  be  charged  upon  and 
made  payable  out'of  the  consolidated  fund 
of  Great  Britain. 

2.  "  That  the  amount  of  Exchequer 
Bills  which  may  be  so  exchanged  shall 
not  exceed,  in  the  whole,  the  principal 
Sum  of  14  millions  sterling.'^ 

Sir  T.  TW/on  skid,  he  was  qbite  at  a 
loss  to  suppose  how  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man could  expect  to  add  the  sum  of  14 
million  to  a  fund  which  must  have  expe- 
rienced a  great  depression.  He  approved 
of  the  principle  of  dividing  as  much  as 
possible  the  sums  to  be  raised  among  the 
different  funds.  If  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man's object  could  be  accomplished,  he 
^aw  no  objection  to  it,  but  he  must  put 
out  of  his  calculation  entirely,  any  advan- 
tages likely  to  result  from  a  state  of  peace  : 
to  that  state,  however  desirable,  they 
must  look  with  little  hope,  after  the  tle- 
claration  of  an  eloquent  statesman,  that 
'^  war  was  now  the  element  in  which  we 
must  live  and  move.''  The  consequence 
of  the  present  proposition,  be  believed, 
would  be,  that  toe  stock  would  become  a 
heavy  stock.  But  after  all,  he  wotild  ask, 
what  a  loan  were  they  to  expect  this  year  ? 
Por  this  was  but  the  commencement,  the 


prelode  to  the  grand  drama  to  whteh  we 
were  still  to  look. 

Mr.  Baring  admitted  the  prteui  fa£k 
policy  of  funding  in  a  stock,  of  which  the 
capital  subscrib,^  in  the  case  of  the  stock 
being  paid  off,  was  not  subject  to  any  ez- 
traordiaary  variation.  It  was  obvious, 
that  the  immediate  difference  in  the  two 
modes  of  funding  was  considerable.  He 
was  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  market 
would  not  be  able  to  meet  so  large  an  ac- 
cession ;  and  hfe  believed  that  the  previoua 
knowledge  of  the  fight  hon.  gentleman's 
intention  to  fund  in  the  5  per  cents,  had 
contributed  to  their  depretsion. 

Mr.  H,  Smith,  from  all  he  could  learn, 
did  not  think  the  right  hon.  gentlemaa 
would  be  able  to  fond  the  Exchequer  Bilb 
this  year  to  the  amount  proposed,  and 
therefore  be  thought  it  better  not  to  at* 
tempt  It.  He  was  also  apprehensive  thUd 
the  system  might  be  carried  too  far. 

The  ChanceUor  qf  the  Exchequer  said, 
there  was  hardly  an  argument  resorted  to 
by  the  hon.  baronet,  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, which  he  did  not  urge  against  the 
proposition  of  the  former  year.  He  ^ 
peared  to  think  that  there  was  some  dif{e* 
rence  between  the  notices  of  both  years  to 
the  city,  but  be  would  state  that,  in  point 
of  fact,  there  was  none.  I^  was  true,  tbei% 
was  a  greater  depreciation  in  the  present, 
but  the  excess  proposed  above  the  former 
did  not  amount  to  more  than  2,000,000/. 
The  hon.  baronet  might  say  that  he  did 
not  succeed  in  his  proposition  last  year. 
It  was  true  he  did  not  obtain  the  entire 
sum  immediately,  but  be  made  up  the  de* 
ficiency  only  by  enlarging  the  time.  The 
hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  next,  gave 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  calculation  had 
varied  since  the  valuation  was  made;  but 
he  believed,  that  since  the  offer  went 
into  the  city,  no  diminution  bad  taken 
place  in  the  value  of  Exchequer  Bills. 
The  other  hon.  gentleman  feared  that  the 
principle  might  be  carried  too  far.  He 
allowed  that  it  might ;  but  the  question 
was,  whether  it  was  so  in  this  instanced 
It  would  be  found,  that  if  the  5  per  cents, 
were  depressed,  the  S  per  cents,  were  de- 
pressed also^  and  that  the  5  per  cents,  had 
kept  up  their  relative  value,  notwithstand- 
ing the  operation  of  the  sinking  fund'  o^ 
the  S  per  eents.  which  never  operated  on 
the  5  per  cents.  The  fair  and  competent 
way  to  compare  them,  he  tboueht,  was  to 
take  them  at  a  period  before  the  present 
measure  was  in  contemplation,  in  which 
case  they  vvonU  4Bid  Uiat'hitjrtateneat 
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was  correct,  and  that  the  ptaeM  compa^ 
ratiye  state  of  those  fumU  afibrded  no 
ground  for  assuming  that  the  measure  was 
jDarried  to  an  extreme.  His  impressiop 
•ivas,  that  it  was  doing  material  service  to 
!  the  genera]  state  of  the  fund»  to  divide  the 
loan  into  different  parts  and  diOerent  pe- 
riods. It  was  giving  encouragement  to 
those  who  funded  Exchequer  Bills,  and 
encreasing  the  credit  of  those  Bills  them- 
selves. It  was  natural  to  wish  thiat  the 
£eld  should  be  extended  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, and  in  that  view  he  was  sure  the 
House  and  the  country  agreed.  He  was 
confident  that  this  pUn  held  forth  greater 
advantage  to  the  bolder  of  Exchequer 
fills  than  he  could  obtain  by  disposing  of 
them  in  any  other  way«  fie  had  never 
stated  positively  that  the  whole  would  be 
obtained,  but  he  hoped  it  woi|ld»  and  if 
liot,  at  least  he  expected  that.it  would  be 
realized  to  a  great  extent. 
'  The  Resolutions  were  then  ^eed  to. 

Framb    Breaking    and    Nottinqham 
Peace  Buxs.]     Mr.  Secretary  ifyder  rose 
and  said,  that  he  felt  great  pain  in  the 
discharge  of  the  importapU  duty  which 
imposed  upon  him  the  necessity  of  adverU 
iog  to  those  transa.ctions  which  had  taken 
place  in  some  of  the  counties  of  England, 
and  which,  in  their  nature,  were  so  dis- 
•graceful  to  the  country,  and  so  ii^jnripus 
to  the  best  interesu  of  those  places  where 
fuch  enormities  had    been    perpetrated. 
But  while  he  deeply  lamented  the  occur- 
rence of  these  acts  of  lawless  violence,  he 
)iad  the  satisfaction  to  state  to  the  House 
4hat  the  disturbances  bad  been  gradually 
diminishing ;    and,  for  more  than  a  week, 
bad  altogether  subsided.    But  though  this 
favourable  change  had  taken  place,  it  was 
tinder  circumstances  which  left  reason  to 
apprehend   that    that   disposition  might 
again  manifest  itself  in  fresh  acts  of  vio- 
lence.     He  had,  therefore,  fel^  it  his  duty 
to  consult  with  those  gentlemen,  whose 
local  knowledge  gave  them  the  best  means 
of  ascertaining  the  real  nature  and  extent 
of  the  evil,  and  it  was  in  consequence  of 
those  communications,  that  he  now  came 
forward  to  propose  a  remedy.    The  enor- 
mities which  had  been  committed  in  Not- 
tingham and  the  adjacent  counties^  were 
so  well  known  to  the  House  and  to  every 
man  in  the  country,  that  ^t  would  be  un- 
necessary for  him  to  trouble  thepi  with 
the  disgusting  recital:    it  was  notorious 
~  that  bouses  had  been  broken  open,  and 
aadiinery  of  dijSeiwt  Uadi  destroyed. 


apd  that  a  system  of  riot  had  existed  for 
,th€  last  3  months,   a  system  bordering 
j^lmost  on  insurrection,  which  called  for 
the  active    interference    of  government. 
The  first  intelligence  received  by  govern- 
ment of  those  transacMons  was  on  the  14th 
of  November,  and  it  was  stated  that  they 
were  of  a  nature  and  extent  to  justify  tfaja 
high  sheriff  of  the  county  in  calling  oat 
,  the  military  to  his  assistance ;  and  an  ap- 
plication was  made  to  that  effect.     Qd 
that  day  a  sg|)adron  of  dragoons,  fir«m  a 
great  distance,  was  ordered  lo  march  to 
Nottingham,  anid  information  was  after- 
wards received  which  gave  iiopes  of  tb^ 
restoration  of  tranquillity,  as  the  military 
had  done  thejr  duty,  and  the  militia  had 
conducted   themselves  well.— Abovit  the 
beginnioe  of  December,  the  riots  assumed 
a  more  alarming  appearance ;  and  by  the 
information  received  from  the  lord  lieute- 
nant of  Nottingham,  it  was  feared  by  go* 
vernment  that  they  were  likely  to  extend 
to  the  counties  of  Leicester  and  Derby. 
Between  the  14th  of  November  and  the 
9th  of  December,  no  less^than  000  cavalry 
and  1,000  infantry  were  sent  into  Notting- 
ham, which  was  a  larger  force  than  bed 
ever  been  found  necessary  in  any  period  of 
our  history  to  be  employed  in  the  quelfing 
of  any  local  disturbance.     Towards  the 
latter  end    of   December,   the   heat    of 
the  riots  seemed  to  be   a   little  abated, 
but  unfortunately,  on  the  8th  of  January, 
those  promising  appearances  terminated; 
twp  additional  regiments  were  sent  to  that 
district;    nor  was  any  application  for  mi- 
litary aid  refused  -,   on  the  contrary,  it 
was  granted  on  the  very  same  day.     But 
the  attention  of  government  was  Viot  con* 
fined  to  this  single  mode  of  assistance; 
for  they  had  received   depositions  from 
several    active    and    meritorious    indivi- 
duals, who  requested  that  theopinioaof 
the  law  officers  of  the  crown  might  be 
taken  relative   to  appointing  a    Special 
Commission.     In  consequence  of  this,  the 
Attorney  and  Solicitor-General  were  both 
consulted  as  to  the  probable  advantage  of 
such  a  step,  as  soon  as  a  sufficient  number 
of  individuals    should    be  apprehended. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  necessity  of  exert- 
ing all  the  means  of  local  knowledge  and 
experience  was  impressed  on  the  magis^ 
trates  and  gentlemen*    Mr.  Conant,  and 
another  intelligent  magistrate,  were  aJso 
dispatched  to  Nottingham,  to  ascertain  the 
best  way  of  proceeding,  and  to  procure 
all  the  mformation  in  their  power.     Oa 
the  18th  December,  another  pleasure  wee 
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resorted  lo — that  of  the  Prodamatioii  of  a 
reward  for  the  discovery  of  the  offenders ; 
m  measore  certainly  of  doubtful  policy ; 
.ao  much  so,  that  it  had  never  been  resort- 
ed to  since  1776;  but  he  was  confident 
that  ihe  House  would  feel  that  it  was  war- 
ranted by  ihe  urgency  of  the  case.  This 
wa3  the  statement  of  what  had  taken  place 
flince  the  commencement  of  these  unfor- 
tunate transactions,  which  he  had  not  gone 
into  with  a  view  to  refute  any  charge 
against  the  government  of  the.couAtry  ^r 
the  line  of  eonduct  adopted  by  them,  but 
from  motives  of  respedt  to  the  House, 
when  he  was  calling  for  a  new  legislative 
measure.  It  was  necessary  that  it  should 
be  shewn  that  all  ordinary  measures  had 
been  insufficient^and  that  every  means  had 
been  resorted  to,  before  an  application  to 
parliament  was  made.  These  were  the 
only  reasons  for  the  detail  with  which  he 
hud  troubled  the  House ;  but,  having  done 
to,  he  would  confidently  appeal  to  thoae 
persons  who  knew  all  the  circumstances, 
to  confirm,  by  their  testimony,  that  no  ap- 
plication had  been  neglected,  which  was 
made  to  government*  from  the  com- 
mencement of  those  disturbances.  The 
House  would  feel  a  satbfaction  in  knowing 
that  they  were  not  connected  with  any 
circumstances  beyond  the  disputes  of  the 
masters  and  journeymen.  They  were  not 
perhaps,  aware,  that  ihe  machinery,  which 
had  been  destroyed,  did  not  belong  to  the 
booses  in  which  they  were,  but  were  either 
hired  by  the  roasters  to  the  operative 
manufacturers,  or  were  the  property  of  a 
middle  class,  who  vested  their  capitals  in 
the  purchase  of  frames  which  they  hired. 
The  consequence  bad  been,  that  those 
persons. to  whom  the  frames  belonged, 
bad  been  most  active  accomplices  in  their 
destruction,  and  they  had  a  direct  interest 
in  preventing  the  discovery  of  the  delin- 
quents, which  accounted  for  the  difliculty 
that  had  existed  in  apprehending  any  of 
the  rioters,  notwithstanding  the  active  and 
vigilant  measures  which  had  been  taken. 
The  depredations  had  been  carried  on 
with  a  greater  degree  of  secrecy  and  ma- 
nagement than  had  ever  been  known  in 
any  similar  proceedings  j  so  much  so,  that 
the  magistrates  could  not  take  upon  them- 
selves to  apprehend  the  persons  whom 
they  suspected  of  having  committed  the 
outrages.  It  was  peculiarly  easy  for  par- 
ties, who  were  ill-disposed,  to  perpetrate 
those  illegal  acts;  for,  in  many  instances, 
the  machmery  was  used  in  isolated  houses, 
which  were  far  from  any  neighbourhood. 


and  persont  having  secreted  themselves 
about  the  premises,  felt  no  difficulty  in 
destroying  the  frames,  which  coula  be 
performed  witii  very  little  noise«  In  on« 
instance,  the  mischief  had  been  done  ac* 
tually  in  sight  of  the  military ;  and,  tn 
another,  they  were  not  more  than  one 
hundred  yards  from  the  premises.  The 
rioters  had  abo  occasionally  gope  to  the 
villages,  in  bodies  of  about  fifty  men,  and, 
having  stationed  centinels  at  the  different 
avenues,  the  remainder  employed  them- 
selves in  destroying  all  the  frames;  aud 
this  was  executed  with  so  much  secrecy, 
that  not  a  trace  of  the  parties  was  left  in 
the  course  of  a  few  minutes.'  Various 
causes  had  been  assigned  for  these  out- 
rages.—-With  respect  to  the  disputes  be«- 
tween  the  masters  and  journeymen,  he 
should  at  present  say  nothings  as  it  could 
answer  no  good  purpose.  As  far  as  his 
information  went»  the  evil  originated  in 
the  great  increase  of  trade,  which  took 
place  in  the  county  of  Nottingham,  four 
years  ago,  in  consequence  of  the  sootbera 
parts  of  South  America  being  opened  to 
British  commerce.  At  that  time  all  the 
hands  and  machinery  which  could  be  pro- 
cured were  employed,  and  a  number  of 
independant  frames  were  set  on  foot,  by 
persons  who  had  no  direct  interest  in  the 
manu&eture,  who  was  sure  of  letting  them 
out,  as  he  had  before  stated.  About  two 
years  afterwards,  this  market  began  to 
fail;  and  of  course  the  manufacturers  dis- 
charged a  number  ef  the  persons  employed 
by  them,  which  created  discontent  and 
distress ;  and  this  had  been  since  aggra- 
vated by  the  unfavourable  ^ situation  of 
trade.— Still  these  circumstances,  however 
deplorable,  could  not  justify  the  measures 
pursued  by  the  rioters ;  which  could  only 
tend  to  draw  down  ruiq  themselves  and  fa- 
milies; and,  if  permitted  to  be  persisted  in, 
must  prevent  them  from  procuring  that 
employment,  the  want  of  which  was  held 
out  as  their  greatest  grievance. — The 
question  then  was,  whether  it  was  not- 
proper  that  some  legislative  enactment 
should  be  resorted  to,  to  endeavour  to 
check  those  disturbances?  The  House 
must  know,  that  by  the  2dth  of  the  Kihg, 
c.  55,  the  breaking  of  frames  was  made  a 
minor  felony,  punishable  with  transporta- 
tion for  14  years.  That  enactment  had 
proved  completely  insufficient  to  deter 
from  the  commission  of  the  offence  which 
it  was  meant  to  guard  against ;  and  it  was 
bis  intention  to  propose,  that  the  offence 
should  now  be  made  capital.— In  submit- 
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ting  this  proposition  to  the  House,  be  felt 
it  his  doty  to  say,  that  he  was  b^  do 
means  a  friend  to  the  increase  of  capital 
punishments.  However  he  might  differ 
on  other  points  from  an  hon.  and  learned 
fHend  (sir  S.  Romilly)  whom  he  did  not 
then  see  in  his  place,  he  certainly  depre- 
cated with  him  an  unnecessary  extension 
of  capital  punishments.  Before  he  would 
resort  to  such  a  severe  measure,  he  must 
«ee  a  strong  and  well  authenticated  case 
made  out ;  but  when  he  contemplated  the 
immense  body  of  property  involved  in 
destruction — ^when  he  considered  the  great 
expense  incurred  in  procuring  machinery, 
and  the  risk  it  ran  from  these  disputes— 
when  also  he  looked  at  the  extraordinary 
temptation  bad  men  bad  to  indulge  the 
basest  of  motives,  those  of  malice  add  re- 
venM,  by  the  easy  destruction  of  frames ; 
lie  thought,  if  any  case  could  call  for  a 
capital  punishment,  it  was  such  a  one  as 
ht  had  described.  He  did  not  rest  the 
necessity  of  the  measure  on  the  frequency 
of  the  ofifence,  or  on  the  difficulty  of  de- 
tection— that  would  carry  the  House  too 
far.  But  the  ground  on  which  he  pro- 
posed the  Bill,  was  this,  that  if  the  offence 
were  permitted  to  be  perpetrated  a[S  it  had 
been,  it  would  threaten  serious  danger  to 
the  state.  The  present  situation  of  the 
scene  of  those  illegal  proceedings,  was  ex- 
actly such  as  came  within  the  definition 
of  the  best  ancient  lawyers,  when  speak- 
ing of  a  state  of  things  which  called  for 
severe  punishment.  And  here  he  begged 
leave  to  read  the  opinion  of  sir  Matthew 
Hale  on  this  subject,  and  the  House  would 
be  enabled  to  judge  whether  it  applied  to 
the  present  circumstances.  ^That  great 
lawyer  observed,  "  where  offences  grow 
enormous,  frequent,  and  dangerous  to  a 
state,  where  they  threaten  to  become  de- 
structive of  society,  and  are  likely  to  pro- 
duce ruin  among  the  inhabitants  of  a  place, 
severe  punishments,  and  even  death  itself, 
IS  sometimes  necessary,  for  the  safety  of 
the  country."  Now,  the  disputes  which 
existed  in  Nottingham,  where  near  1,000 
frames  had  been  broken,  and  an  immense 
quantity  of  property  had  been  destroyed, 
were  actually  subversive  of  the  public 
peace,  and  constituted  that  state  of  things 
which  called  for  legislative  interference. 
He  knew  it  might  be  alleged  against  the 
proposition,  that  the  difficulty  of  detection 
would  remain,  or  perhaps  be  increased  by 
increasing  the  severity  of  the  punishment; 
but,  in  his  opinion,  when  a  party  reflected 
whethv  it  was  woith  his  while  to  run  the 


risk  of  losing  his  life  in  gratifying  his 
feelings  of  hatred  or  resentment,  he  would 
find  it  a  consideration  paramount  to  every 
other — and  would  be  deterred,  by  the  fear 
of  death,  from  pursuing  such  illegal  courses, 
when  the  dread  of  transportation  would  not 
prevai  1.  He  conceived  he  had  stated  enoueh 
to  support  the  first  measure,  and  he  would 
therefore  proceed  to  the  second.  His  ob* 
ject,  in  that  Bill,  was  to  enable  the  lord 
lieutenant  of  the  county,  the  sheriff,  or 
five  justices,  when  disturbances  existed,  to 
call  a  meeting,  and  to  give  immediate  no- 
tice, in  the  newspapers  and  on  the  church 
doors,  in  the  usual  manner,  that  a  special 
meeting  would  be  held,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  lists  of  all  the  male  inhabitants 
of  the  county,  above  the  a^e  of  21,  in 
order  to  select  from  them  such  number  of 
constables  as  they  shall  think  necessary, 
and  by  that  means  to  establish  a  watch 
and  ward  throughout  the  county,  or  such 
districts  as  might  be  'considered  in  a  tur^ 
bulent  state,  and  that  the  magistrates 
should  be  empowered  to  defray  the  ex- 
pence.  He  might  be  told,  that  part  of 
this  plan  was  law  already:  he  knew  it 
was ;  but  it  was  law  which  had  fallen  int« 
disuse ;  and  a  portfon  of  the  provisions  of 
the  present  Bill  was  introduced  for  the 
purpose  of  acccommodating  the  old  law 
to  the  present  times.  When  he  stated  that 
he  was  sanguine  in  his  expectations  of  the 
most  advantageous  results  from  this  mea- 
sure, he  must  add,  that  he  had  received  his 
information  from  those  whose  local  know- 
ledge and  experience  were  much  greater 
than  his,  and  on  whom  he  placed  the  ut- 
most confidence.  He  had  only  this  much 
more  to  say,  that  if  the  Bill  should  have 
the  effect  of  introducing  the  system  of 
watch  and  ward,  it  would  be  most  benefi- 
cial in  a  county  situated  as  Nottingham 
had  been ;  and,  if  it  had  been  resorted  to 
much  sooner,  would,  he  felt  convinced, 
have  prevented  the  disturbances  from  ar- 
riving at  the  height  they  unfortunately 
had  done.  The  right  hon.  Secretary  con-  - 
eluded  by  moving,  "  That  leave  be  given 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  more  exemplary 
punishment  of  persons  destroying  or  in- 
juring any  Stocking  or  Lace  Frames,  or 
other  machines  or  engines  used  in  the 
,  Frame-work  knitted  manufactory,  or  any 
articles  or  goods  in  such  frames  or  ma- 
chines  :'* 

Colonel  Eyre,  (member  for  Nottingham- 
shire) rose  to  second  the  motion.  HUfW- 
ever  unwilling,  on  other  occasions,  to  m- 
creas^  the  criminal  code  of  the  country. 
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be  must  certaiDly  agree  in  the  necessity 
oF  Ibe  present  measure.  Many  enlight- 
ened persons,  who  were  intimately  ac- 
qoainted  with  the  state  of  the  county  of 
Nottingham,  considered  a  Bill  of  this  de- 
scription as  the  most  efficacious  means  of 
Suieting  the  disturbances.  When  those 
eluded  men,  the  frame  breakers,  were 
cmpkiyed  in  destroying  the  machinery, 
they  little  thought  that  they  were  depriv- 
ing  themselves  of  the  means  of  earning  a 
livelihood.  He  was  no  less  favourable  to 
the  second  measure,  which  he  conceived 
to  be  the  best  method  of  preserving  the 
peace  of  the  county,  and,  l^eing  carried 
into  effect,  would  operate  beneficially  for 
the  country  in  general.  He  would  not, 
after  the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman, enter  into  a  detailed  view  of  the 
iubject ;  but  he  must  express  his  concur- 
rence in  the  sUtement  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  that  during  the  whole  period 
of  the  riots,  the  magistrates  had  displayed 
a  praise-worthy  activity,  which  was  met 
with  equal  zeal  on  the  part  of  govern- 
ment, who  had  given  every  assistance  that 
was  demanded.  No  blame  whatever  could 
be  atuched  to  them;  they  had  afforded 
all  the  military  aid  which  was  called  for, 
or  could  be  required,  as  well  as  the  advice 
of  the  most  experienced  police  officers. 
Bat  the  rioters  had  carried  on  their  pro- 
ceedings with  so  much  caution  and  secrecy, 
that  no  discovery  could  be  made ;  and,  if 
they  were  detected  at  all,  it  must  be  abso- 
lutely in  the  fact;  no  other  means  of  pre- 
vention could  be  adopted.  Those  who 
coald  give  information,  were  deterred  from 
coming  forward  as  witnesses,  by  threaten- 
ing letters.  In  such  a  state  of  things,  go- 
vernment would  have  been  almost  justified 
in  resorting  to  martial  law,  if  such  a  re- 
medy would  not  have  been  worse  than 
the  disease.  They  would  not  adopt  such 
a  proceeding ;  and  he  thought  the  people 
ought  to  support  government  in  a  Bill 
which  would  enable  them  to  preserve 
their  property, 

Mr.  J.  Smith,  (member  for  Nottingham,) 
observed  that  the  statement  of  the  riotous 
iituation  of  the  county  of  Nottingham  was 
unfortunately  too  true ;  and  it  was  no  less 
true,  that  the  spirit  of  insubordination  had 
threatened  the  safety  of  the  neighbouring 
counties.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
•aid,  that  the  disputes  between  the  manu- 
facturers and  their  employers  was  the 
cause  of  those  riots.  Now,  in  his  opinion, 
the  real  and  primary  cause  was  the  great 
decay  of  trade,  which  affected  a  branch  of 
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highly  important  to  the 
country — the  workmen  employed  in  which 
received  very  moderate  wages.  The  state 
of  trade  was  such,  that,  in  Nottingham, 
this  manufacture  was  exceedingly  impair- 
ed ;  and,  probably  that  might  be  owing, 
in  no  small  degree,  to  those  mischievous 
speculations  to  which  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  alluded,  and  which  he  could 
not  sufficiently  condemn.  But,  there  was 
ano^er  cause  that  tended  to  those  dis- 
turbances, namely,  the  custom  pursued  by 
some  manufacturers  of  paying  their  work- 
men in  goods,  instead  of  cash.  It  was  true, 
they  could  be  punished  for  this ;  but  the 
penalty,  probably,  was  not  commensurate 
with  the  advantage.  He  had  heard  of 
workmen  being  paid  in  linen-drapery,  in 
shoes,  in  provisions.  These  things  were  al- 
ways charged  beyond  their  real  value ;  and 
thus,  instead  of  receiving  twenty  shillings 
per  week,  the  workmen  in  consequence  had , 
probable  five  shillings  less.  Altogether, 
be  was  sorry  to  declare  to  the  House,  that 
he  never  witnessed  so  much  misery  as 
when  he  was  last  in  Nottingham.  Another 
source  of  d  ispute  was  to  be  ^und  in  the  mode 
which  many  masters  adopted  in  measuring 
the  work.  The  operative  individual  was 
frequently  oppressed  by  some  masters  in 
this  respect — It  was  a  question,  therefore, 
not  undeserving  of  inquiry,  whether  this 
misconduct  of  th,e  masters  was  not,  in  a 
great  measure,  the  .cause- of  the  discontents 
of  the  workmen.  But  while  he  made 
these  charges  against  some  of  the  masters, 
he  was  aware  that  there  were  many  of 
them  who  never  condescended  to.  any 
such  practices.  He  agreed  with  the  right 
hon.  Secretary,  in  thinking  that  the  mis- 
chief was  really  dreadful;  but  yet  he  was 
extremely  unwilling  that  the  punishment 
of  death  shpuld  be  resorted  to,  because  he 
was  afraid  that  such  a  punishment  would, 
inetead  of  promoting,  contribute  very 
much  to  retard  conviction.  Something, 
however,  he  was  willing  to  allow  must 
be  done ;  and  if  terror  would  put  down 
the  mischief,  he  was  ready  to  support  it.— 
There  was  another  point  he  wished  to 
advert  to.  There  was  no  law  existing 
against  the  destruction  of  lace  frames,  a 
branch  of  manufacture  of  as  much  conse- 
quence, he  believed,  as  the  manufacture  of 
stockings.  On  this  subject  he  might  be 
mistaken,  but  he  believed  there  was  no 
such  law  existing.— -He  thought  the  right 
hon.  Secretary  had  sbew;j,  throughout  the 
whole  of  this  business,  a  degree  of  seal, 
perseverance,  and  talent,  which  could  not 
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be  sufficiently  admirad. — With  respect 
to  the  other  measure,  he  would  not  say 
nsQch,  as  it  was  not  necessaty  in  Kotting- 
ham.  The  magistrates  of  Nottingham 
had  from  the  beginning  conducted  them- 
aeMs  with  a  Tigour,  which  he  could  wish 
to  see  every  where  imitated.  They  had 
divided  the  respectable  inhabitants  into 
detachments  of  fifties,  who  were  ready  at 
all  times,  day  and  night,  when  requisite ; 
and  such  had  been  the  good  effects  of 
these  efforts,  that  in  a  town  of  40,000  in- 
habitants, containing  more  misery  than  he 
had  ever  before  seen,  the  magistrates  had 
hitherto  been  able  to  preserve  the  public 
peace,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  which 
no  mortal  vigilance  could  have  prevented. 
The  town  of  Nottingham  bad  therefore 

§one  beyond  the  measure  of  the  right  hon. 
ecretary. 

Mr.  C.  JV.  Wyrm  thought  the  House  ou^ht 
to  have  some  ground  before  them  to  justify 
their  interference,  something  that  should 
appear  on  their  books.  A  local  bill  might 
be  brooght  in,  preceded  by  a  petition 
from  the  magistrates,  or  a  committee 
might  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  which,  he  con- 
ceived, would  be  rather  a  better  method 
of  proceeding.  Great  advantages  were 
likely  to  result  from  the  inquiries  of  a 
committee  up  stairs  :  it  would  shew  those 
misguided  men  that  the  eye  of  the  legis- 
lature was  upon  them,  and  it  would  slww 
posterity  the  grounds  on  which  the 
House  bad  acted.  What  had  the  right 
hon.  Secretary  brought  forward  to  justify 
the  infliction  of  death?  Did  he  state 
that  this  act  of  the  28th  of  the  King, 
had  been  put  in  force,  and  found  un- 
availing ?  Had  any  convictions  taken 
place  under  that  act  ?  However  averse 
he  was  to  punish  with  death,  if  transporta- 
tion were  found  insufficient,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  have  recourse  to  the  wverer 
punishment.  If  any  body  of  men  chose 
to  array  themselves  against  the  public 
peace,  they  must  by  all  means  be  put 
down ;  but  it  was  indispensible  to  see  first, 
whether  the  existing  laws  were  or  were 
not  suflfScient.  It  was  well  known,  that  in 
general,  capital  punishments  were  not 
much  calculated  to  promote  convictions. 
Juries  were  alway&averse  to  convict  capi- 
tally, and  witnesses  averse  to  give  evi- 
denced He  thought,  therefore,  that  the 
right  hon.  Secretary  ought  to  come  for- 
ward with  some  cases  of  convictions  under 
the  ict  of  the  28th  of  the  King. 

Mr.  FronkUmd/^  rising,  adverted  to  an 


expression  which  had  fallen  from,  an  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  (sir  S.  Rom  illy)  on 
a  former  evening,  when  moving  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  act  of  the  30th  of  Elizabeth,* 
by  which  soldiers  and  sailors,  found  beg- 
ging, were  subjected  to  death.  The  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  had  said,  that  the 
legislature  was  disigraced  by  this  act.  In 
consequence  of  this  assertion,  he  had  had* 
the  curiosity  to  examine  who  were  on  the 
committee  that    prepared  the  Bill,  and 

;  there  among  other  great  names,  be  found 
those  of  sir  Walter  Raleigh  and  sir  Francis 
Bacon :    he  found,  too,  that  the  act  was 

.  called  for  by  the  necessity  of  the  times. 
The  soldiers  and  sailors  who  were  dis- 
banded committing  great  depredations, 
two  committees  were  formed,  one  to  see 
what  could  be  done  to  relieve  them,  the 
other  to  produce  the  Bill  complained  of^ 
which,  in  fact,  was  no  more  than  a  procla- 
mation, desiring  them  to  disperse  within  » 
given  time— and  certainly  he  saw  no  dis- 
grace in  the  measure.  It  was  a  hard  neces- 
sity on  parliament  to  be  compelled  ^le- 
gislate in  such  cases,  and  to  enact  severe 
punishments;  but  whatever  might  be  the 
tenderness  of  feeling  that  every  -mem- 
ber must  necessarily  have  on  such  a  sub- 
ject, he  was  at  the  same  time  bound  to 
discharge  his  duty  with  firmness.  When 
enormous  crimes  were  committed,  and  the 
physical  strength  of  the  populace  opposed 
to  the  magistracy,  all  the  laws  of  the  land 
were  set  at  defiance.  The  present  evil  did 
not  consist  in  breaking  a  piece  of  machi- 
nery; and  the^law  proposed,  was  not 
merely  to  protect  individual  property,  but 
proceeded  on  a  broader  principle.  When 
the  disturbances  took  place  in  the  woollen,  > 
the  silk,  and  the  cotton  trades,  laws  were 
made  enacting  the  offences  felony,  with* 
out  benefit  of  clergy,  and  there  was  no 
reason  why  a  similar  security  should  not 
be  afforded  to  the  subject  in  the  present 
instance. 

Mr.  Leigh  Keck  took  upon  himself  to  as- 
sert, that  in  some  instances  the  military 
employed  to  deter  the  rioters  had*  been 
attacked  by  persons  provided  with  arms, 
and  that  it  often  happened  that  the  de- 
predators effected  their  purpose  of.  de* 
stroying  frames  by  the  use  of  offensive 
weapons.  If  any  thing  could  supersede 
the  necessity  of  inquiry,  and  show  th^ 
danger  of  delay,  it  would  be  such  a  state- 
ment. The  origin  of  the  late  outrages 
certainly  was  the  decay  of  trade,  and  as 
the  distress  not  only  affected  the  district 
round  Nottingham,  but  was  extended  int6 
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Leicestenbire,  ht  wai  of  opinion  that  the 
Bill  should  hat 6  a  more  general  operation. 
He  was  firmly  convinced,  not  only  of  the 
necessity,  bat  of  the  immediate  necessity 
of  some  strong  measure  to  produce  and 
secure  the  public  tranqoiility. 

Mr.  Sheridan  obscrred,  that  he  should 
be  extremely  sorry  if  the  inhabitants  of 
the  district  in  question,  should  be,  as  it  were, 
taken  out  of  the  King's  protection  by  this 
Bill,  without  serious  antecedent  examina- 
tion of  the  necessity  of  making  the  oiifence 
^pital.  According  to  his  apprehension, 
the  arguments  of  his  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Frankland)  tended  to  a  very  different 
conclusion  from  that  to  which  be  had  ar- 
rived. When  bis  hon.  friend  bad  quoted 
the  high  authority  of  sir  Walter  Raleigh 
and  sir  Francis  Bacon  upon  this  subject, 
he  took  it  for  granted  at  first,  that  his  hon. 
friend  meant  the  House  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample, in  which  they  took  a  part:  for  his 
boa.  friend  had  stated,  that  the  Bill  then 
passed  was  introduced  after  the  report  of 
a  Committee  of  Enquiry.  Parliament,  it 
therefore  appeared,  did  not  then  think  it 
right  to  extend  the  penal  code  without  an 
enauiry  into  the  necessity  of  doing  so : 
and  surely  j>arliament  ought  to  be  as 
cautious  no^ ;  particularly  when  a  propo- 
sition was  made  to  apply  capital  punish- 
ment to  a  particular  district.  According 
to  bis  hon.  friend's  arguments,  the  House 
should  follow  the  precedent  in  Blizabeth ; 
and  though  they  could  not  expect  such 
distinguished  names  and  high  authority  on 
their  committee,  there  was  little  doubt  that 
they  could  find  many  respectable  well-in- 
formed gentlemen  to  sit  in  it  Another 
hon.  member  had  said,  '*  Is  not  the  neces- 
sity sufficiently  kno\i^  ?**  Perhaps  it  might : 
but  assertions  of  necessity  made  in  parlia- 
mentary speeches  went  for  nothing.  When 
parliament  made  a  strong  law,  the  report 
of  a  Committee  of  Enquiry  into  the  sub- 
ject of  it,  would  shew  its  justification,  which 
never  could  be  done  by  any  member  rising 
in  that  House,  and  saying  "  I  know  this, 
and  I  know  that."  But  the  hon.  gent,  had 
said,  that  the  time  pressed ;  if  so,  he  de- 
sired to  know  why  such  dela^  had  oc- 
curred ?  Why  had  not  the  magistrates  ap- 
plied sooner  r  Why  had  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  been  asleep 
all  this  while?  Time  enough  had  elapsed 
to  propose  the  measure  long  before  now : 
the  House  misht  have  been  put  into  pos- 
session of  all  the  foots,  and  have  proceeded 
u  the  application  of  a  suitable  remedy. 
lie  could  not  avoid  viewing  the  way  m 
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which  this  ibeasure  was  supported  by  gen* 
tlemen  in  a  serious  light.  One  proposed 
it  for  Nottingham  and  its  immediate  vict* 
nity ;  another  said  it  should  be  more  com- 
prehensive in  its  operation  and  extend  to 
Leicestershire  ;  a  third  proposed  to  make 
its  operation  general,  which  would  be,  in 
fact,  a  material  alteration  in  the  whole  po- 
lice of  the  country,  without  enquiry  into 
its  necessity.  He  could  not  apprehend 
any  alarming  dangers  from  the  more  sa- 
tisiactory  mode,  of  proceeding  by  the  ap« 
pointment  in  the  first  instance,  of  a  com- 
mittee  to  report  to  the  House  on  the  facts 
and  circumstances  of  the  case.  All  the 
delay  that  was  likely  to  occur,  need  not 
amount  to  more  than  three  or  four  days  at 
most ;  for  he  must  suppose  that  there  waa 
no  want  of  persons  in  the  metropolis  at  the 
present  moment,  capable  of  giving  to  the 
committee  sufficient  information.  The . 
report  of  such  a  committee  would  be  the 
best  and  the  recorded  justification  of  the 
Bill  when  enacted ;  and  would  shew  te  all 
the  country  the  reasons  and  grounds  on 
which  parliament  had  proceeded  in  in* 
creasing  the  severities  of  the  penal  laws. 
If  the  mischief  was  so  immediately  press- 
ing as  it  had  been  stated  to  be,  and  the 
passing  of  the  Bill,  without  enquiry,  indis- 
pensable, that  brought  him  back  to  his 
former  assertion,  that  great  blame  must 
certainly  attach  somewhere,  or  they  would 
not  be  thus  forced  to  the  adoption  of  a  se- 
vere remedy,  in  a  manner  suited  neither 
to  the  honour  nor  to  the  character  of  par- 
liament. 

Mr.  Hemy  Martin  perfectly  agreed  with 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last. 
He  had  a  knowledge  of  Nottingham  in  his 
capacity  of  a  magistrate,  and  would  say, 
that  if  the  same  activity  had  been  shewn 
by  the  county  magistrates,  as  had  been 
evinced  by  those  of  the  county  of  the  town 
of  Nottingham,  there  would  have  been  no 
necessity  for  this  Bill.  During  the  last 
month  not  a  ^ngle  outrage  had  been  com- 
mitted within  that  district  known  as  the 
town  and  county  of  the  town  of  Notting- 
ham. He  hoped  in  future  to  see  a  fuller 
attendance  of  members  in  the  House  on 
discussions  upon  this  subject;  that  the 
stigma  thrown  upon  the  House  by  the  late 
Mr.  Burke,  that  there  was  no  better  mode  of 
ensuring  a  thin  attendance  of  members 
than  a  proposition  to  enact  new  capital 
punishments,  might  be  wiped  away.  The 
riou  originated  in  extreme  distress.  He 
did  not  say  this  as  a  justification  of  them, 
very  far  from  it ;  but  a^  a  reason  why  they 
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ought  to  consider  f^hat  other  mode  of  pu- 
DiN^ment  than  that  proposed  might  coerce 
the  disturbers.  The  right  hon.  Secretary 
must  have  been  apprised  of  the  situation 
of  the  persons  who  had  mistakenly  sup- 
posed that  their  wages  wefe  about  to  be 
curtailed.  Many  frames  had  been  broken 
of  considerable  Talue^  which  it  was  out  of 
the  power  of  the  magistrates  to  prevent ; 
shut  there  was  no  general  disposition  in  the 
inhabitants  to  assist  the  rioters.  He  was 
-  fure  that  vigilance  might  have  prevented 
the  continuance  of  the  mischief.  Think- 
ing so,  he  saw  nothing  to  require  this  new 
punishment,  and  strongly  recommended 
the  previous  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  enquire  into  its  necessity. 
,  Colonel  Eyre,  in  explanation^  observed 
that  the  outrages  wei^e  committed  some- 
times at  a  distance  of  thirty  miles  from  the 
town  of  Nottingham. 

Mr.  Babmgum,  living  in  the  district 
complained  of,  and  representing  a  bo« 
rouffn  carrying  on  a  manufacture  similar 
to  tbi^  of  Nottinghfim,  felt  it  necessary  to 
$ay  a  few  words.  He  impressed  upon  the 
House  the  importance  of  a  committee, 
^at  posterity  m'^ht  know  with  what  due 
deliberation  the  House  had  proceeded,  be- 
fore it  determined  on  taking  away  the 
lives  of  any  of  the  subjects  of  the  crown. 
He  recommended  that  the  first  Bill  pro- 

Sosed  should  be  only  temporary;  (hear, 
ear!)  and  that  the  second  which  went  to 
introduce  the  excellent  system  of  vvatch 
and  ward,  so  great  a  favourite  with  their 
forefathers,  should  be  made  to  apply  ge- 
nerally to  the  united  kingdom.  It  might 
be  wanted  at  Leicester  as  well  as  at  Kot- 
tingham ;  indeed,  during  the  disturbances, 
information  was  received  that  emissaries 
had  been  sent  from  the  latter  to  ahe  former 
town« 

The  Chanoclhr  <if  the  Exchequer  replied 
to  most  of  the  objections  urged  against 
the  present  measure.  As  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  provisions  in  the  Bills  to  other 
districts,  that  might,  if  necessary,  be  made 
an  instruction  when  the  House  came  into 
a  committee,  which  time  would  also  be 
more  convenient,  from  their  having  the 
Bills  prioted.  With  regard  to  what  seemed 
to  have  created  the  greatest  difference  of 
opinion,  namely,  that  a  previous  commit- 
tee ought  to  have  been  appointed  on  the 
Report,  from  which  they  should  found  the 
necessary  measures,  be  could  not  see  that 
tuch  a  step  was  at  all  called  for  by  the 
circumstances  of  the  case.  If  the  House 
had  heard  that  any  doubt'  was  entertained 


as  to  the  existence  of  the  evils  respectinj^ 
which  they  were  proceeding  to  legislate, 
if  their  nature,  quality,  and  efiect  were  kt 
all  misunderstood,  then  indeed  (hefy  might 
be  desirous  to  have  previous  investiga- 
tion.   But  as  ihe  reverse  Was  agreed  oh 
all  hands,  lie  <iould  not  see  any  gdod 
which  could 'be  derived  frotn  the  repo^ 
of  a  committee.    It  had  hfieh  tolU  them 
by  the  hon.    gentleman  who  hacl    last 
spoken,  that  they  ought  to  resort  to  this 
step,  as  they  were  legislating  for  posterity : 
but  he  concurred  in  the  opiniod,  Chat  the 
measures  now  adopted  ought  tol)e  only 
temporary,  and  that  therefore  {heir  'taiain 
duty  was,  in  the  first  instance,  to  take  care 
of  themselves.    A  right  hon.  gentleman, 
(Mr.  dheridaii),  seemed  to  coi^^tulate 
himself  that  he  had  got  ministers  in  a  di« 
lemma,  for  he  said— ^<  If  expedition  is  now 
so  necessary,  how  can  ministers  defend 
themselves  fOr  not  having  introduced  these 
measures  sooner  }**  It  was  because  they 
had  adopted  oiher  measures,  approved  by 
the  best-informed  on  the  subject,  which 
they   bad  hoped  would  be  effectual  in 
beating  down  the  evil,  and  during  the  tr^l 
of  vvliich  it  would  have  been  absurd  16 
bring  other  Tiews  of  the  stibject  before 
parliament.     Without  tneaning  any  dis* 
respect  to  the  bonourable  names  of  sir 
Walter  ftaleigh  and  sir  F.  Bacon,  with  so 
much  meritorious  industry  brought  for* 
Ward  by  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Frankland), 
as  an  example  to  be  followed  in  the  for- 
mation of  a  committee,  before  enacting 
any  new  capital  punishment,  he  could  not 
agree  that  the  same  course  was  tdlled  for 
in  the  present  day,  when '  the  Rouse  e^* 
joyed  so  many  more  sources  of  informa- 
tion aod  communication  with  the  couhtry* 
than  it  had  in  the  time  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
But  this  had  not  been  the  uniform  prac- 
tice of  the  House,  as  appeared  from  what 
they  did  on  the  occasion  of  the  capital 
enactments  respecting  the  woolleti  manu- 
factures, in  the  reign  of  Charles  2,  and 
silk  machinery,  in  the  6th  year  of  George 
3.     The  Bill  was  objected  to    on  tfi* 
ground  that  the  ofTeOce,  being  made  ca- 
pital, would  throw  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  ascertaining  and  discovering  offenders. 
He  was  of  a  contrary  opinion  :  and  though 
this  principle  of  argument  might  apply  to 
cases   where'  individual    property   ilofle 
was  concerned,  he  did  not  think  it  coutd 
apply  to  a  case  like  that  for  which  they 
were  devising  a  remedy,    where  there 
appeared  on  the  part  of  the  offenders  to 
be  «  manifjcit  disposition  to  oppose  tht 
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inp^o^itjoi:^ — what  then  ? — Could  a  coin- 
[Qittee  open  the  continent  and  send  tt^e 
goods,  as  formerly  to  the  foreign  European 
iparfa^^ts  ?  If  a  committee  coulcl  do  that]^ 
there  wpuld  be,  indeed^  some  reaa|on  for 
its  appointment.  But  iVom  whatever 
cause  the  riots  aro^e^  would  any  body 
d(        •  ...... 
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law.  On  Mie  otlinr  band^  hj^  qo^<;eiv.^4 
freftt  VeiMf&^  woiolii  arise  ^om  vaalj^iog  t^e 
offence.  capiiflj>  The  nototiety  oC  t,l|e 
fact,  thM  paxl^oaant  bad  taken  up  tb«  au^ 
ject  with  so  much  solemnity,  ^ould  ope^ 
ttlii  09  iW  aBindu'  and!  8%ia^%  oi  persons 
\tko  were  ftcling  ^.  impix>pe(]^  OAyder  tihe 
MusioiM  of  mf>r^  d«sigMi9g  individuaia. 
Thi9  voiild  hn  iba  grea,^i  operation  «f 
tbtf  fB9%  of  tiba  Biti.  Bi^t  e^n  ^he  t^iprpr 
of  the  increased  punishment  would  ha,vf 
il»  efitel  iA  delerrin^^  from  crime*  ^nd 
Iberei  c^old  be  no  ap^rehep^on  of  iu  di- 
nainisUuAg  the  facUity  of  obtainuAg  aTi- 
cknoa,  at  tbe  lighter  moda  had  bean  tried^ 
and  found  inefficacious.  The  naode  of 
p/^^MAtioo  o^arafced  in  a  mixed  ratipof 
ibe^  m»9m  of  detection  apd  the  severity  of 
punishment.  The  bop.  member  for  No|- 
lingbam  (Mr.  Smitb),  had  e^presaed  his 
doubls  «pt9n  the  second  fiiU,  which  be 
aaid  w^kaunneceaiary  in  Nattingb^m^  from 
ibe  ^^i^llent  diapoaitiona  made»  and  \\f^' 
lajace  maintabied  by  the  mi^istraiea  there ; 
bi4t  did  not  this  fact  shew  exactly  the  re- 
yerae  of  what  be  was  eonleoding  for, 
Mpiely,  tbe  necessity  for  tbia  QUI,  tbs|t 
the  same  admirable  order  migbt  be  pre? 
aerriMl  in  a  more  extended  diatrict,  where 
from  deficient  population  tbe  aam^  effici- 
anl  oaurse  could  not  be  pursued  without 
Ihe  aid  of  the  legislature  I  One  hen.  gen- 
lleman  waa  of  opinion,  that  the  partial 
payment  of  these  men  by  tbair  employers 
in  gooda,  was  improper.  It  might  be  so, 
bnt  be  thought  that  the  master  and  his 
workmen,  in  making  their,  agreement, 
^ere  the  beat  judges  of  their  own  interests, 
and  that  it  would  be  highly  impolitic  in 
Ihe  Houfe  to  interfere,  since  the  efilct  of 
^xing  the  mode  of  payment,  would  frfH 
quently  be  the  rendering  it  impossible  for 
many  of  the  employers  to  pay  their  men 
at  alL  This  mode  ef  dealing  had  existed 
not  only  a(  Nottingham  but  in  other 
places  beyond  the  memory  of  tbe  most 
experience,  and  any  interference  might 
lie  attended  with  the  most  dangerous  con- 
8equanc«9.  He  was  glad  to  observe  that 
the  general  sense  of  tbe  House  was  not  in 
opposition  to  tbe  Bill,  the  second  reading 
of  which  wo^ld  pr^S^n^  ^  better  oppor- 
tunity of  di^cussirig  its  provisions.  In  the 
present  8(9gp  or  tbe  measure  he  had 
thought  it  sumci^nt  to  make  these  cursory 
observati<>i;)g,  No  advantage,  ba  repeated, 
could  be  derived  from  a  committee  in- 
▼estigatinff  the  causes  of  the  disturbances. 
Suppose  tbe^  arose  from  a  decay  of  trade, 
•—and  there  was  too  much  r^^on  fe|^  thfk^ 


th 

whether  the  punishment  provided  by  the 
present  ^111  would  prevelit  the  repetition 
of  spch  excesses.     Would  the  f(^ciiiiies  ot 
conviction  be  increased  by  it  ?  Certainly 
not.     Was  there  any  occasidi^  for  haste  (h 
passing  the  Bill  ?     Certainly  not.     tte  re- 
peated his  wish,  ih^refare,  that  a  C9mmittee 
should  be  apppinted/^n  or^er  that  no  penal 
enactment  should  pass  without  such  solem- 
nity and  sqch  inqii^iry,  as  might  leave  re- 
corded evidence  of  the  grouniis  upoh  whiclb 
Parliament  had  acted.     Might  it  not  other- 
wise   be    thought,    a 
thought  by  all  who  h 
ciriminal  code  of  this  < 
flicted  the  penalty  of 
If  a  committee  vjfere 
should  certainly  vote 
l*he  right  hon.  the  C 
chequer  had  laid  grea 
only  meant  as  a  ten: 
House  ought  to  procee 
statute  of  tbe  39th  of] 
soldiers  and  sailors  be 
which  had  so  lately  I 
the  notice  of  tbe  Houi 
temporary  law  ;  but 
tiine  continued,  and 
perpetual,  to  ihe  disgrace  of^the  statute 
book.    He  could  pot  divest  hipiself  of  the 
opinion  that  a  committee  ought  to  pre- 
cede ti^  fp^tm^pt  of  death,    ^e  wif 
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uot  inclined  to  oppose  the  first  reading  $^ 
the  Bill,  bat  would  caation  the  HoQ»e  toj 
use  due  deliberation.  He  beiieFed  he 
"^as  the  first  person  who  had  called  thf  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  these  riots,  and  on 
that  occasion  he  expressed  sometiiing  like 
a  doubt  whether  the  Se^etary  ^  State  for 
the  IJome  Department  bad  d#ne  his  duty  : 
he  was  happy  however  npfr  to  add,  that 
from  inquiries  which  be  had  made,  he 
was  convinced  that  tbe  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  had  done  his  duty  in  a  most  exem- 
plary manner:  and  this  was  the  opinion  of 
all  who  had  opportunities  of  knowing  the 
fact.  The  magistrates  of  the  town  of  Not- 
tingham had  also  done  their  duty,  in  a 
manner  no  less  exemplary  :  and  what  was 
the  consequence  ?  The  evil  had  been 
cured.  No  frames  had  been  broken  in 
that  town  for  the  last  month;  and  there 
was  every  reason  to  believe,  that  if  no  le- 
gal enactment  were  to  take  place,  no  more 
frames  would  be  destroyed.  With  regard 
to  the  country,  however,  there  might  be 
reasons  for  the  adoption  of  a  dififerent  sys- 
tem. He  by  no  means  disapproved  of  the 
svstem  of  watch  and  ward,  but  the  House 
mould  recollect  that  they  were  now  about 
to  legislate  for  a  temporary  evil,  and  that 
«rery  act  of  legislation  done  in  a  hurry  ge- 
nerally left  a  lasting  disgrace  on  those 
who  passed  it.  He  beg^d,  therefore,  for 
delay,  and  hoped  that  aner  the  first  rea- 
ding a  committee  would  be  appointed. 

Mr.  Herbert,  before  he  could  consent  to 
add  to  the  number  of  capital  punishments, 
must  be  convinced  that  the  existing  laws 
were  insufficient.  Of  this  there  was  as 
yet  no  proof,  as  there  had  been  no  trial  on 
the  subject.  An  hon.  me'mber  had  stated, 
in  the  course  of  the  evening,  that  the  riots 
which  had  extended  themselves  to  Leices- 
tershire, had  been  suppressed  by  the  acti- 
vity of  the  magistrates.  He  wished  the 
House  to  know  why  the  magistrates  of 
Nottinghamshire  had  failed  in  doing  that 
which  the  magistrates  of  Leicestershire 
had  so  successfully  accomplished.  It  was 
therefore  his  intention,  unless  some  other 
hon.  member  would  undertake  the  task, 
to  move  for  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee to  investigate  this  subject 

The  House  then  divided. 

For  the  Motion  ..•..• 4d 

Against  it •'• 11 

Majority —38 

iMt  qfthe  Mmoriif. 


Bemiet,  Hon.  R.  H. 
Busk,W. 


Burdett^  Sir  F. 
Fhiokland,  W. 


Moore,  P. 
Shertdaoy  Rt.  Had.  R» 
Wbiibread,  S. 
Wyoa,  C,  W, 


8erbert,Hon.  W. 
amilton,  Lord  A* 
Hume,  W.  H. 
HutcbiosQiiy  C*  H. 
Martin,  Vi, 

Mr.  Secretary  Ifydar  then  moved, «'  Thafc 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the 
more  effectual  preservation  of  the  peace 
within  the  county  of  Nottingham,  and  the 
town  and  county  of  the  town  of  Notting- 
ham." 

Mr.  Wytm  wished  more  particubrlv  te 
know  why  the  county  of  Nottingham  nad 
been  selected  from  the  rest  of  the  kiag- 
dom,  for  the  exclusive  operation  of  the 
proposed  measure  ?  If  the  Bill  had  been  t» 
provide  for  the  better  watch  and  ward  of 
the  whole  island,  it  would  have  met  witk 
his  hearty  concurrence. 

Colonel  Eyre  repeated  the  statements 
which  he  made  in.  an  earlier  part  of  the 
evening,  and  added,  that  if  the  hon.  gen* 
tleman  bad  had  personal  observation  of  the 
state  of  Nottingham  and  its  neighbonroec^ 
he  would  have  felt  the  necessity  of  the  in- 
tended measure.— Leave  was  accordingly 
granted,  and  the  Bills  brought  in  aM 
read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  Herbert,  impressed  with  the  necea^ 
sity  of  putting  the  House  in  possession  of  all 
the  circumatancesofthis  imporunt  street, 
proceeded  to  move,  "That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  inqdire  into  |he  late  Riots  in 
the  county  of  Nottingham,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring counties,  and  what  further  legal 
provisions,  if  any,  are  necessary  for  the 
suppression  thereof,  and  also  the  stepf 
which  have  been  taken  for  the  discovery 
of  the  offenders." 

Mr.  Secreurv  Ryder  ar§pied  against  the 
appointment  of  the  conmiittee,  as  whoUy 
unnecessary.  He  was  persnaded  Uiat  the 
House  would  think  that  the  general  noto- 
riety of  the  rioU  was  a  sufficient  ground 
for  parliamentary  procedure,  and  be  de- 
precated any  delay  in  provkling  a  remedy 
for  the  existing  evil. 

A  division  ensued : 

For  the  committee 15 

Against  it    40 

Majority  ««•-••••••— 25 

Lin  qfthe  Minority. 

Babington,  T.  Kemp,  T. 

Beonet,  H.  Martin,  H. 

Busk,  W.  Moore,  P. 

Burdett,  Sir  F.  Sinclair,  6. 

Franklaod,  W.  Sheridan,  R.  B. 

Hamiltoo,  Lord  A.  Torton,  Sir  T. 

Herber^  W.  Whitbread,S. 

Hume,  W.  H.  Wynn,  C.  W. 
HutcUnioDi  C.  H. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Mimdt^,  F^maiy  17. 
Offices  in  Revebsion.]  Earl  Grcsomor 
iftid  be  to<A  the  first  opportonity  on  his 
return  to  town,  of  caUmg  their  lordships' 
mttention  to  a  sobject,  which,  whatever 
ethers  might  think,  he  considered  to  be  of 

great  importance.  He  lamented  that  a 
ill  prohibiting  the  granting  of  Offices  in 
Reversion  had  been  lost  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  he  coald  not  bat  consider 
the  decision  as  an  instance  of  great  in- 
consistency. He  was  at  a  loss  to  con- 
ceive what  arguments  could  have  been 
urged  to  induce  the  rejection  of  such  a 
measure.  It  surely  could  not  heve  been 
argued  that  it  was  of  too  trifling  a  nature 
to  deserve  the  attention  of  the  House,  for 
if  it  were  of  a  trifling  nature,  why  not 
pass  a  measure  so  consolatory  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people.  It  could  not  surely 
liave  been  argued  that  the  passing  of  it 
would  have  engendered  a  difference  be* 
tween  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  be- 
cause that  might  easily  have  been  got  rid 
of  by  agreeing  to  a  temporary  bill,  as  in 
a  former  instance.  But  whatever  might 
have  been  the  arguments  on  which  the 
rejection  of  such  a  Bill  was  founded,  he 
could  not  but  consider  it  as  deeply  to  be 
lamented,  inasmuch  as  the  passing  of  the 
Bill  would  have  been  a  first  step  towards 
the  extinction  of  that  system  of  corruption 
which  unhappily  prevailed  ;  and  would 
so  far  have  gratified  the  just  expectations  of 
the  people.  The  continuance  of  the  prac- 
tice of  granting  Offices  in  Reversion  was 
greatly  to  be  deprecated,  pregnant  as 
it  was  with  every  species  of  underhand 
transactions.  It  was  probable,  however, 
that  a  Bill  would  come  before  their  lord- 
ships for  suspending  this  practice  for  a 
limited  time ;  and  he  trusted  that  if  such 
were  the  case,  the  suspension  would  not  be 
merely  for  a  y^r,  but  for  20,  SO,  or  even 
50  years.  If  such  should  not  be  the  ob- 
ject 6f  the  Bill,  he  gave  notice  that  he 
shoold  propose  to  extend  the  suspension 
for  a  considerable  period,  in  order  that 
they  might  not  be  called  upon  to  consider 
it  from  year  to  year,  merely  as  a  tempo- 
rary measure.  If  such  a  Bill  did  not 
come  before  their  lordships  within  a  rea- 
sonable time,  be  gave  notice  that  it  was 
his  intention  to  propose  a  measure  of  that 
tiescription. 

Dispute  with  Ambeica.3    Lord  BoU 
iand;  seehig  a  noble  lord  at  the  hewl  of 


the  foreign  department,  in  «his  place, 
wished  to  ask  er  that  noble  lord,  whether 
m  the  present  state  of  the  negbciatioa 
with  the  United  States  of  America^  it 
would  be  improper  to  lay  before  the 
House  Inch  Papers,  or  at  least  that  part  of 
the  correspondence  which  it  was  notorious 
had  already  met  the  public  eye  ?  He  did 
not  wish  to  make  a  motion  for  the  cor- 
respondence in  a  negociation,  unless  it 
was  the  opinion  of  those  who  had  the  mar 
nagement  of  that  negociation^  that  it  would 
not  be  improper  to  communicate  the  cor- 
respondence, and  he  therefore  wished  to. 
ascertain  this  fact,  in  order  that  he  might 
give  a  short  notice  of  a  motion  for  sodr 
parts  as  it  might  not  be  deemed  improper 
to  communicate.   - 

Marquis  JfeUetley  said  he. had  not  re- 
ceived the  commands  of  his  royal  high- 
ness the  Prince  Regent,  to  lay  any  of  the 
Papers  alluded  to  by  the  noble  lord 
before  the  House.  If  the  nobble  lord; 
however,  would  give  notice  of  a  day  for  a 
motion  upon  the  subject,  he  should  then 
be  prepared  to  state  distinctly  to  the 
House,  whether  or  not  it  would  be  impro- 
per to  communicate  the  correspcHidence 
moved  for. 

Lord  HeUand  said  he  was  afraid  he  had 
been  misunderstood  by  the  noble  lord. 
What  he  wished,  in  order  to  ascertain 
whether  he  should  give  notice  of  a  motion 
was,  to  know  whether  it  would  be  impro. 
per  to  communicate  any  part  of  the  cor- 
respondence. Without  having  any  ex- 
traordinary confidence  in  ministers,  a  con- 
fidence so  far  would  of  course  be  conceded 
to  them,  namely,  that  they  having  the 
management  of  a  negociation  would  be 
the  best  judges  whether  if  was  improper 
or  not  to  communicate  any  part  of  the 
correspondence.  It  was  with  this  view 
that  he  asked  the  question. 

Marquis  WeUcthf  repeated  that  he  had 
no  commands  from  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent  to  lay  any  of  the  corres- 
pondence before  the  House,  but  that  if 
the  noble  lord  gave  notice  of  a  day  for  his 
motion,  he  should  then  be  prepared  dis« 
tinctly  to  state  his  opinion  upon  the  subject. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.'. 

Mmday,  Fcbruaty  17.  .. 

FaAHB  WoBK  Bill.]  \  Mr.  Secretary 
Ryder  having  moved  the  second  readin|p 
of  the  Bill  for  the  more  exemplary  pu- 
nishment of  persons  destroying  or  imaring 
aoy  Stocking  or  lace  Frames^  er  othef - 
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vork  inkt^d   wBwaS^^oMf,  or  any   aC'> 
liclevor  goodi  m  such  'Pwua9&  or  Mj^ 

.  Mr*  Jbtrcnomby  d«cki^  thaA  in  th# 
fffeiAiU  alarouBg  skqatioa  it  ihe  cono^ 
^  NottnighMa>  b«  cg^M  l^se  wislwid»  ia« 
•taad  of  opposing,  to  have  lopported  tbo 
iBeaaares  of  adjuimalratiop ;  bai»  aftet 
Ihe  Bioft  nAtqffo  coasidevatuHit  bo  £bU 
U  altogefeber  Haposublt  to  oonoor  ia  ¥oU 
Ipig  for  ibis  BiU,  Everv  body  fait  tba  daii^ 
ger  of  a  nuiaaf oua  body  of  maa  leagued 
logaibfr  ia  active  opporiti^^  to  tba 
bivtofthe  eoaiitry«  aad  who  bad  bitbarto 
defeated  botb  tbe  civil  and  tb#  military 
powar«  Tbii  dangar  was  tbe  more  alarm- 
ing  from  the  connectioB  between  tba 
county  of  Nottiogbam  and  atbar  manu- 
fiKtoriag  districts  of  tba  country.  But 
liowever  stroagly  he^  in  common  witb 
atiiars,  felt  this  danger,  hf  coidd  not  con* 
our  in  the  present  Bill,  without  violat- 
ing a  nuKt  iroporlant  priacipU  in  penal 
legislature^-^  principle  which  ha  bad 
already  had  the  good  fortune  mora  than 
once  to  join  witb  a  majority  of  tb«  ^ousa 
in  sanctioning.  Tbe  mildest  character  of 
tbe  present  Bill  was,  that  it  would  ba 
Ineffectual,  Tbty  had  been  told  that 
the  riots  had  continued  many  months; 
that  tbe  local  police  had  been  aided  by 
tbe  efforts  of  tba  London  police  ;  tbsU 
rewards  had  been  offered  ibr  conviction ; 
but  that  all  tbe  efforts  of  the  civil  power, 
joined  to  tbe  allurements  of  profit,  and 
tbe  assistance  of  a  military  force,  bad  been 
found  completely  inefiectoal ;  and  that 
with  all  this  powerful  array,  not  a  single 
conviction  bad  taken  place  under  U)« 
existing  law,  which  sentenced  all  frame* 
breakers  to  transportation  for  14  years. 
Now,  if  tbe  House  had  been  told  that  any 
individuals  had  been  convicted,  and  pu- 
aisbed  with  transportation,  but  that  from 
ihe  sligbtness  of  the  punishment,  the  mo« 
tives  of  the  unfortunate  persons  bad  beeq 
found  stronger  than  tbe  dread  of  convic- 
tiooy  then  be  could  conceive  it  might  be 
proper  to  call  upon  the  House  for  mea^ 
aures  of  greater  severity.  No  such  infor- 
mation, however,  bad  been  communicated 
to  tbe  House,  and  it  was  merely  the  state 
ef  impunity  which  they  were  called  on 
to  redress.  The  right  bon.  Secretary  of 
State  proposed  for  tbit  purpose  to  make 
the  o&nce  capital.  But  bow  could  this 
operate  o|n  persons  in  tbe  situation  of  the 
nalortunate  persona  in  question,  among 
vbon  thcfe  ibid  akeady  btea  found  te 
*  1 


^   HmnTgotkBOi.  ipap 

prevail  such  an  uncommon  degree  of 
union,  concert  and  good  faith,  i^  be  might 
be  allowed  ihf  expressten,  loione  another, 
tbajt  n^  one  of  tfc^  hacl  evao  ye^  faieen 
dateeted.  If  impunity  was  aa  evil,,  tbr 
aSeet  of  tbia  severe  penalty  would  onij 
be  19  afford  a  gnaater  saciprity  agai^t 
any  chance  of  punishment,  because  ijt 
weuU  afibrd  tbe  rioiters  aa  additional  mo> 
tive  for  adhering  closely  together.-<-iTbe 
boa.  and  learned  ge^jitieman  then  went 
into  some  illuatn^ions  respecting  t^  dif- 
ferent probabilities  of  conviction  under 
pain  of  deatfi  and  transportation,  and  cqqt 
cluded»  that  the  former  merely  decreased 
the  chance  of  it.  The  members  fof  tb^ 
county  bad  net  expressed  any  warm  ap- 
probation of  tbe  measura  of  the  right  boa. 
Secretary ;  but  they  wisbedjt  tbay  saij, 
to  agree  ta  any  meeaure^  which  n¥g)i^ 
have  a  chance  of  restoring  tranquiUi^ 
But  be  would  ask  those  gentleaAend^  bov 
they  could  support  a  measure  which  vcqmM 
have  the  direct  contrary  effect  lo  wb^ 
they  wiahad  ?  After  the  body  of  informa- 
tion possessed  by  ministers  on  this  fubr 
ject,  he  thought  the  present  Bill  displaj^ 
ed  a  great  poverty  of  invention.  Tbr 
distressed  state  of  tbe  country  oogbt  M> 
make  a  deep  impression  on  the  House, 
and  induce  them  to  reconsider  those  m^ar 
sures  which  bad  plunged  us  into  this  dread« 
fill  situation.  There  were  some  effects 
arising  from  the  decay  of  trade,  which  it 
was  yet  in  the  power  of  parliament  to 
controul;  and  they  might  be  assort 
that  while  the  cause  of  the  evil  remained 
in  full  force,  all  the  remedies  which  they 
might  apply  would  be  found  as  unavail- 
ing as  the  prescriptions  of  a  pbysiciag, 
directed  merely  to  reinove  the  outv^^ 
symptoms  of  a  disease,  instead  of  comp 
municating  health  and  vigour  tp  the  whole 
system* 

Mr.  Ord$  had  no  hesitation  in  declaring 
it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  the  combini^oa 
which  existed  among  these  misl^  peo- 
ple was  so  strong,  that  to  break  it  eOec* 
tually  required  measures  of  the  ntmoat 
severity.  He  must  support  tbe  BiU,  oa 
tbe  ground  that  the  terror  of  the  punish- 
ment of  death  was  indispensible  on  tb^ 
present  occasion. 

Mr.  W.  Herbert  regretted  tJbat  th^ 
House  bad  been  denied  all  previous  eOi- 
quiry  on  a  m^a^ure  which  would  go  tp 
affect  the  lives  of  so  many  of  our  fellofrip 
creatures,  from  all  the  partial  informa- 
tioa  he  bad  been  able  to  coUfCty  tbese^ 
distttrtoac^  owe4  their  9rigtfi  U»  Iwp 
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tsLunen, — the  decrease  of  employmtnt,  ati6 
dispotes  1)etw^eD  the  Workmea  and  tbeir 
empfd3rerB.  There  had  been  no  proof, 
however,  that  thfe  punishment  of  trans- 
portation was  inadequate  to  prerent  the 
offence ;  and  in  fact  the  only  desidera- 
ftrm  which  (he  House  had  to  attain,  was 
the  best  means  of  discovering  the  persons 
engaged  in  these  mischievous  practices. 
To  this  the  attention  of  parlUtnient  ought 
to  be  turned,  and  not  to  the  «iddition 
of  new  capital  punishments  to  the  already 
loo  numerous  list  in  our  statbte  books. 
Adverting  to  the  statement  made  by  the 
tight  hon.  Secretary  on  Friday  last,  that 
tnany  of  these  frames  were  let  out  to 
workmeo  at  so  much  per  week,  and  that 
these  workmen,  hi  many  instances,  either 
coiKnived  at  or  co-operated  ^ith  the  frame- 
breakers,  he  proposed  that  some  measure 
ihouid  be  adopted  for  making  the  tenant 
i^ponsible  in  hw  for  the  value  of  the 
frame,  which  Would  necessarily  giro  him 
an  interest  iti  its  preserviition.  Why  was 
not  ioxitt  method  of  this  sort  retorted  to, 
which  woiild  destroy  the  joint  interest 
which  the  tenant  too  often  had  at  present 
wiih  the  frame-breakers  ?  He  should  hare 
ihooght,  also,  that  a  BUI  amercing  the 
cotinty  of  Nottingham  in  the  Talue  of  the 
pecuniary  damages  sustained  by  indivi- 
duals, would  have  bad  a  good  effect  in 
repressing  disorders,  by  prcMocing  a  more 
general  interest  in  their  prevention., 
Upon  the  whole,  he  should  oppose  this 
Bill,  as  thinking  that  our  long  list  of  capi- 
tal offences  was  already  sufficiently  dis- 
graceful, and  that  many  of  the  late  atro- 
cious crimes  by  whicli  the  country  had 
been  disgraced  and  alarmed,  had  origi- 
nated in  the  f^quency  of  such  horrid 
spectacles. 

"Mr.  John  Smith  wished  to  observe,  that 
though  the  destruction  of  stocking  frames 
was  punishable  with  transportation,  yet 
there  was  no  such  law  at  present  to  pro- 
tect the  lace-frames  employed  in  one  of 
the  most  elegant  manufactures  of  this 
country.  That  defect,  therefore,  ought  to 
be  hnmedi^tely  supplied.  It  was  his  firm 
opinion  that  some  measure  ought  forth- 
with to  be  resorted  to :  the  state  of  the 
county,  to  his  certain  knowledge  impe- 
tiously  required  it ;  and  he  must  support 
the  present  Bill  till  he  heard  of  some  pre- 
ferable measure.  He  belfeved  that  the 
great  cause  of  all  the  excesses  was  the  de- 
cay of  trade ;  and  be  hoped,  that  in  due 
time,  th^t  subject  would  be  enquired  into. 
But  thia  was  not  the  precise  monmit  Ibt 
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midi  taqniry :  fbe  distmteace  which  at 
present  existed  mtist  first  be  completely 
put  down. 

Mr.  Lodthart  was  convinced  that  tfa« 
anxiety  not  to  increase  the  number  of  ca«- 
pital  punishments,  was  not  confined  to  thi 
hon.  gentleman  opposite,  but  that  it  was 
generally  prevalent  in  the  House.  Thii 
was  a  case,  however,  in  which  he  thought 
that  the  enactment  of  capital  punishment 
would  have  a  ben^ficinfl  effect,  and  woiHd 
particularly  operate  to  deter  offenders, 
through  the  medium  of  the  impression 
which  the  fear  df  tt  would  make  on  th» 
minds  of  their  wives  and  imnilies.  Th* 
ofiencss  in  question  Were,  indeed,  of  the 
most  serious  nature,  and  approached  moit 
nearly  to  constructive  levying  of  war,  fhsit 
was,  to  high  treason.  Lord  ilale  men*- 
lioned  a  case  of  brestlcing  loolns  in  Loti^ 
don,  which  'five  out  of  the  twelve  jtidgel 
declared  to  be  actually  constnrCttve  levy«> 
tng  of  war,  or  high  treason.  All  lawyerfc 
must  be  acquainted  with  the  case  of  Dli« 
maree  and  Purchase,  hi  the  reign  of  Anna, 
executed  for  entering  into  an  associatioh 
to  destroy  all  Presbyterian  meeting  houses; 
the  judges  holding  that  the  offence  was 
constructive  levj^ing  ofwar,  orhigh'trea^- 
son*  He  should  support  the  Bill ;  but  ha 
conceived  that  the  ofiender  ought  to  havi 
some  guards  shnilar  to  those  possessed  bf 
any  one  accused  of  high  treascih ;  and, 
therefi>re,  when  in  the  committee,  ha 
should  propoae  the  introduction  of  a  clausa 
giving  the  prisoner  the  banefit  of  one 
counsel. 

Mr.  Herbert  (of  Kerry)  supported  Hm 
motion.  The  situation  of  Nottingham  he 
conceived  to  be  somewhat  like  tfait  6( 
some  counties  in  Ireland,  when  tfaosi 
counties  were  agitated  by  the  Whilv 
Boys.  At  that  time  capital  penaltiet 
were  enacted  against  those  ofienders ;  and 
the  efiect  was  suchas  mightbe  anticipated 
firom  the  operation  of  the  present  BilK 
The  law  would  not  be  like  the  hws  of  tfie 
Medes  and  Persians,  irrevocable,  hut 
might  be,  and  ought  to  be,  Tepealed 
whenever  the  emergency  should  ce^se. 

Mr.  Wrottesl^  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
proposed  measure  wodld  not  have  the  efiect 
expected  fi^om  it.  The  greater  the  terror 
hispired  by  the  act,  the  less  he  coneeivett 
Would  be  the  likelihood  df  detection; 
The  preamble  of  ifae  present  Bill  atateS; 
that  the  "fSih  of  the  King  had*  been  mef^ 
fiiCtual  in  putting  a  stop  to  'theoutraget 
liomplaincS  i^;  but  hcwouKl  ask,  whera 
was  the  proof  «f  ^tbt  ilieScacy  of  ihsu 
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act  ?  Not  one  proMcution  had  taken  place 
under  it.  He  had  the  autliority  of  Black- 
ftone  for  saying  that  no  capital  ponish- 
ment  thonld  be  resorted  to  until  one  of 
a  more  lenient  kind  had  been  tried  and 
had  failed. 

Sir  S.  Ramilfy  said,  that  there  were  two 
points  t>n  which  the  whole  Honse  had 
agreed : — one,  that  the  punishment  of  death 
should  never  be  recurred  to,  except  incases 
were  all  other  species  of  punishment  had 
been  found  inefiectual ;  the  other,  that  an 
evil  now  existed  to  which  a  remedy 
ought  to  be  applied  as  soon  as  possible. 
For  his  party  he  was  convinced  that  the 
remedy  proposed  was  no  remedy  what- 
loerer;  the  evil  would  still  continue  to 
exist  in  spite  of  it.  He  confessed  from 
whatever  cause,  these  disturbances  pro- 
ceededy-i-whether  from. a  spirit  qf  malice 
against  the  master*maiiafactorerSy  or  from 
the  idek  thsu  the  frames  diminished  hu- 
man labour,  and  encroached  on  human 
industry,— thait  the  existence  of  them  was 
a  monstrous  evil.  It  was  an  evil,  more- 
over, which  had  existed  in  the  face  of  a 
law;  and  he  could  attribute  its  con- 
tinuance only  to  two  causes, — either  to 
conspiracy  to  suppress  evidence  against 
offenders,  or  to  supineness  in  the  magis- 
tracy. It  was  folly  to  talk  of  the  terror 
which  would  arise  from  converting  the 
punishment  of  transportation  for  fourteen 
years,  into  the  punishment  of  death.  The 
terror  ofihe  one  would  always  have  an  al- 
most equal  influence  with  the  other  on  the 
human  mind ;  and  he  would  answer  for  it, 
that  this  terror  would  not  tend  to  diminish 
the  evil.  It  was  evident,  if  the  existence 
of  the  evil  were  to  be  attributed  to  a  con- 
spiracy to  suppress  evidence,  that  the 
terror  of  a  greater  punishment  would  tend 
the  more  to  keep  witnesses  from  coming 
forward.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  ma- 
gistrates had  not  made  sufficient  exertions 
under  the  existing .  st^ute,  it  was  plain 
that  the  change  of  puOishment  would  not 
mdce  them  more  active.  The  great  evil 
to  be  complained  of  was,  that  the  law  had 
been  converted  into  a  mere  dead  letter, 
that  it  had  been  made  only  a  lifeless  scare- 
crow, irom  which  custom  had  removed 
even  the  terror  that  might  originally  have 
bean  felt  on  beholding  it.  If,  indeed,  the 
fUtote  of  the  2$th  of  Geo.  S,  had  been  duly 
•nibrced,  aiul  these  iniquitous  proceedings 
had  been  persevered  in^  in  defiance  of  it, 
then  there  might  be  some  plausible  ground 
for  the  measure  before  the  Houto.  As  the 
BtU  had  only  been  delivered  since  the 
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meeting  of  the  House,  the  gentlemen  who 
had  spoken  on  the  contrary  side,  might 
not  have  had  time  to  read  it,  or  they  would 
have  seen  that  it  was  in  no  way  calculated 
to  remedy  that  which  the  whole  nation 
so  loudly  exclaimed  against.  One  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Lockhart)  had 
said,  that  the.  Nottingham  rioters  were 
guilty  of  a  crime  little  short  of  construe* 
tive  treason.  It  was  undoubtedly  true, 
that  a  geneiral  combination  to  breal^  all 
the  frames  might  l>e  so  construed,  and 
perhaps  the  late  outrageous  proceedings 
deserved  a  title  little  less  severe ;  but  on 
examining  the  Bill  itself,  it  would  be  found 
that  It  was  not  at  all  calculated  to  operate! 
against  such  conspirators.  The  four  spe* 
cies  of  crime  contemplatefd  by  the  Bill 
were,  first,  entering  houses  by  force,  and 
destroying  machines;  second,  entering 
houses  by  force,  with  intent  to  destroy 
them;  third,  wilfully  and  maliciously 
cutting  in  pieces  machines;  and  the  fourths 
destroying  any  utensil,  instrument,  &c« 
belonging  to  the  machinery.  Would  the 
House  believe  it,  and  yet  it  was  true,  that 
not  one  of  those  crimes  partook  of  the 
dreadful  nature  of  the  evil  complained  of; 
and  which  evil  was,  as  it  was  likened  to 
high-treason,  a  conspiracy  to  destroy  all 
frs^es  ?  According  to  the  present  Bill,  an 
idle  apprentice,  who,  from  a  quarrel  with 
his  master,  or  any  other  cause,  should 
break  or  destroy  the  machinery  of  his 
master,  or  the  slightest  utensil  connected 
with  it,  might  be  capitally  convicted 
under  it.  In  fact,  the  Bill  was  totally  di- 
rected against  individual  depredation,  and 
not  against  the  conspiracy  which  had 
given  birth  to  the  late  disturbances.  It 
required  little  skill,  indeed,  to  construct 
an  act  far  better  for  its  purposes  than  that 
proposed  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman* 
It  did  not  even  leave  any  thing  to  the  hu« 
manity  of  a  prosecutor;  but  in  all  cases 
compelled  a  prosecution.-*Gentlemen  oa 
the  other  side  no  doubt  thought  that  they 
were  supporting  a  measure  to  secure  tM 
future  tranquillity  of  Nottingham  and  the 
surrounding  counties  from  these  illegal 
combinations;  but  on  looking  at  the  word- 
ing of  the  Bill  they  would  find  themselves 
grievously  disappointed,  for  the  net,  in- 
stead of  being  spread  wide  enough  to  se^* 
cure  all,  could  catch  only  a  very  few  of  tbt 
offenders.  He,  perhaps,  would  have  re- 
commended that  oflFenders  should  not  have 
been  prosecuted,  until  it  were  clear  that  a 
combination  existed,  by  several  framet 
having  been  previously  broken,  or  unleit 
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Ihraeorfbiir  men  in  concert  ooDMiitted 
die  act— -In  every  reaped  ibis  measure 
was  totally  inadequate :  it  did  liule  credit 
la  the  legtslatire  skill  of  ministers*  and  if 
|Mssed  would  be  a  disgrace  to  the  pro- 
ceeding of  the  House.  It  appeared  that 
the  right  hon.  Secretary  had  brought  the 
Bill  r^y  made  in  his  pocket,  before  he 
obtained  leaye  to  bring  it  in ;  and  he  (sir 
S.  R.)  was  confident  that  in  after  times  it 
would  astonish  an  Eofflish  House  of  Com- 
mons  to  find,  upon  me  inspection  of  the 
Journals,  that  in  a  case  of  life  and  death 
their  predecessors  had  upon  only  a  few 
minutes  consideration  adopted  a  measure 
of  such  extent  and  importance. — He  re- 
commended, before  such  a  hasty  step 
were  taken,  that  some  examination  of  the 
ground  should  be  made,  and  that  a  com- 
mittee should  be  appointed  to  make  in- 
quiry into  a  subject  on  which  the  House 
actually  knew  little  or  nothing.  What 
kon.  member,  let  his  connections  be  what 
Ihey  might,  could  say  that  he  knew  the 
cause  ol  these  rioU ;  whether  they  ori- 
ginated in  malice  on  the  part  of  the  work* 
men  against  their  masters  for  ill-treatment, 
or  from  a  determination  to  destroy  ma- 
chinery, which  lessened  the  proportic^n  of 
manual  labour  ?  Whether  any,  and  what 
combinations  had  been  entered  into,  and 
what  subscriptions  had  been  raised  to  re- 
sist the  effi>ru  of  the  legislature  ?  These 
were  questions  of  great  importance,  and 
to  proceed  without  information  upon  them 
would  be  highly  unbecoming  the  dignity 
and  wisdom  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Baikmru  thought,  that  afUr  the 
long  continuance  of  the  outrages  which 
kad  so  much  disgraced  the  country ,-«• 
after  they  had  so  long  braved  the  law, 
and  had  even  been  alluded  to  as  a  matter 
of  exultation  by  the  common  enemy, — it 
was  right  that  the  government  idiould 
adopt  more  efficient  measures  than  had 
keen  hitherto  resorted  to.  He  regretted 
the  mode  of  opposition  which  had  been 
pursued  against  the  Bill;  and  was  parti- 
cularly sorry  for  what  had  fisllen  from  the 
kon.  and  learned  gentleman  who  spoke 
last.  As  to  any  reproach  on  the  execu- 
tive for  not  bemg-  sufficiently  acti?e,  ha 
had  merely  to  appeal  to  the  testimony 
borne  to  their  exertions  by  the  kon..  gen- 
tleman, the  member  for  Nouingham.  The 
real  question  was,  not  whether  the  exist- 
ing law  was  adequate  or  not  to  the  putting 
down  of  the  disturbances,  but  whether 
Ika  terror  inspired  by  a  heavier  punish- 
iMBt  woukl  not  more  efitotuaUy  answer 
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that  purpose.  Tbe  measure  proposed 
founded  on  that  principle  of  all  criminal 
law,  « pssna  ad  paucos,  metus  ad  omnea 
perveniat.'  The  threat  or  terror  would 
have  the  efiect  of  deterring  the  many, 
and  the  punishment  would  fall  only  ob 
the  few.  It  was  a  measure  brought  for* 
ward  with  m  view  not  to  punish,  but  to 
pevent  the  crime  to  which  it  referred  ;  it 
had  not  for  its  object,  as  was  supposed^ 
the  sheddidg  of  human  blood,  but  to  ren« 
der  the  commission  of  this  sort  of  offences 
less  frequent.  With  respect  to  the  pream- 
ble of  the  Bill,  it  certainly  did  not  com- 
prize the  whole  of  the  grounds  for  the 
adoption  of  the  measure,  nor  did  the  Bill 
itself,  as  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
imagined,  provide  merely  for  the  punish- 
ment of  idle  or  mischievous  apprentices  ; 
it  was  intended  to  put  a  stop  to  the  out* 
rages.  But  if  there  were  any  objection* 
able  passages  in  it,  those  passages  might 
be  obviated  in  the  committee.  The 
peace  of  the  country  would  be  cheaply 
purchased  by  the  forieiture  of  a  few  lives, 
in  order  to  deter  future  outrages  on  the 
property  of  individuals,  and  the  tranquil- 
lity of  the  state. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wym  said,  that  the  right 
bon»  gentleman  who  spoke  last  had  set 
out  with  a  total  misconception;   for  the 

auestion*  was  not,  as  he  had  stated,  whe* 
ler  the  existing  law  was  a  sufficient 
remedy  for  the  evil,  bot>  whether  the  pro- 
posed new  law  was  likely  to  be  efficient  I 
This  be  contended  was  not  the  case ;  for 
it  signified  little  what  punishment  was 
enacted,  if  persons  could  not  be  found  lo 
gJTe  information  against  the  ofienders. 
The  use  of  a  committee  would  have  been, 
that  an  inquiry  might  have  been  mad# 
into  the  alleged  insufficiency  of  the  exist- 
ing law— into  the  foct  of  any  conviction 
having  taken  place  under  it — into  the  n^ 
cessity  for  a  severer  law — or  into  the 
causes  why  evidence  bad  been  held  back. 
Measures  might  have  been  devised  for  the 
suppression  or  prevention  of  those  out* 
rages,  rewards  might  have  been  ofiered, 
or  severer  enactments  proposed  against 
persons  who  deterred  witnesses  from 
coming  forvrard ;  instead  of  which,  tfan 
authors  of  this  measure  came  forward,  for 
fear  it  shoukl  be  doubted  that  the  execo* 
tive  had  done  someihing,  without  any 
assurance  that  they  had  reached  the  root 
of  the  evil — which  was  the  only  means  of 
preventing  or  remedying  it.  On  this 
night  when  this  Bill  was  introduced^  tha 
right  hon.  the  Chanetllor  of  Ike  ExcM* 
(3H) 
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^utr  had  iusertedf  that  it  bad  not  bten 
brought  forward  earlier*  in  the  hope  thai 
the  former  statute  of  the  2Sth  of  the  King, 
would  be  found  effectual,  witbouft  any  new 
enactment,  and  thai  finding  tbemiehres 
disappointed,  gof  erument  had  suggested, 
nnwi4)ingly,  |Ua  measure.  In  this  state* 
ment  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  con^ 
tradicted  by  the  fact,  since  tranquillity 
bad  been  restored,  according  to  his  own 
confession,  several  days  belbr4  this  Bill 
bad  been  brought  into  the  House. 

Sir  Arthur  iHggoti  said,  that  if  the  BiH, 
from  its  provisions  or  its  object,  appeared 
to  him  simply  to  extend  the  act  of  the 
2Sth  of  tbe.King  to  lace  frames  as.  well  as 
stocking  framet,  he  should  have  thought 
it  desirable ;  but  be  knew  no  way  in  which 
the  purpose  of  the  measure  was  to  be  col- 
lected except  from  the  right  hon«  mover 
himself,  or  from  the  words  of  tbe  Bill,  by 
which,  he  understood,  that  it  wu  to  be 
made  capital  in  both  instances  to  destroy 
frames.  Now,  if.ever  a  legislature  took  a 
wrong  5tep,  it  was  when  there  existed  a 
degree  of  indignationagainst  persons  who 
bad  committed  violent  aggressions  against 
private  property  and  pubjic  peace.  On 
that  part  <f  the  sul^ect  he  was  far.  from 
being  convinced  by  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tleman  who  supported  the  Bill.  Here 
were  offences  against  which  a  law  existed 
enforced  by  no  light  punishment.  Had 
the  punishment  been  tried,  or  the  law  en- 
forced?  Before  any  one  asked  him  to 
extend  tbe  punishment  and  to  make  it 
capita],  he  ought  to  prove  that  the  law 
had  been  enforced,  and  had  been  found 
ineffectual,  and  then  he  might  have  a 
right  to  call  for  the  enactment  of  capital 
funislvment^  but  not  till  then.  But  that 
was  not  the  case  here^  for  he  did  not  find 
that  there  had  been  any  prosecution  upon 
tbe  28ih  of  the  King,  and  perhaps  there 
had  .been  no  occasion  for  it;  so  there 
was  no.  authority  to  say  that  tbe  law  was 
not /c^liy  adequate  to  its  purpose,  except 
,lb«.  necessity  of  extending  it  to  the  break- 
ing of  lace  frames.  But  why  was  not  the 
law  enforced?  Because  tbe  difficulty  of 
detection  prevented  it.  Would  capiul 
punishment  increase  the  means  of  detec- 
lion  ?  If  tbe  difficulty  of  convicting  offen- 
.ders  consisted  ia  the  reluctance  of  wit- 
nesses, was  there  any  thing  in  tbe  nature 
of  capital  punishment  which  would  lessen 
that- reluctance?  He  apprehended  not. 
The  .only  remaining  pnndple  on  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  recommended 
4)M.meas«ra  to  tbe  Houso  mwM,  that  it 
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would  operate  to  excite  tefpov;  Iml  how 
many  instuices  were  there  of  preolb  to 
the  contrary?  And  had  not  the  House 
been  lately  engaged  with  tbe  reverse  of 
the  proposition  ?  He  then  commented  oa 
the  precipitation  with  which  the  Bill  had- 
beeii  hlkrried  through  the  House;  and 
hoped  they  would  pause  before  they  pro* 
ceeded  further.  No  one  could  deny  the 
necessity  of  some  protection  being  awNrd* 
ed  to  the  property  of  the  persons  injured  ;r 
but  be  conceived  alwaya,  that  the  queslioo 
for  the  second  reading  of  a  Bill  was  the 
proper  period  to  protest  against  its  princi« 
pie  ;  for,  if  that  was  detective,  the  com* 
mittee  would  be  useless.  Objecting  as  be 
did  to  the  principle  of  the  measure,  he 
should  oppose  it  in  its  present  stage. 

Mr.  Secretary  ifyder  said,  that  having 
already  spoken  fully  on  the  subject  of  this 
Bill,  it  wookl  be  unnecessary  for  him  to 
do  more  now,  than  to  make  a  few  observa* 
tions  on  what  had  fallen  from  bon.  meow  ' 
bers  in  tbe  coarse  of  tbe  debate.  The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  who  had 
just  sat  down,  had  objected  to  the  punish- 
ment of  death  being  enacted  by  this  Bill ; 
and  for  the  reason,  that  no  trial  had  been 
made  of  the  efficacy  of  the  penalty  of 
transportetion,  because  not  one  proaecu«> 
tion  had  taken  place.  Tbe  hon.  and- 
learned  gentleman  thought,  therefore,  that 
making  the  destruction  of.  lace  framea 
liable  to  the  same  punishment  as  that  of 
stocking  frames,  namely,  transportation, 
would  answer  the  purpose.  How,  then» 
would  the  matter  stand,  according  to  tbe 
argument  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle* 
man?  The  preamble  of  the  Bill  must  res 
thus,  ^'  Whereas  the  punishment  of  trans* 
portation  exists  against  the  breaking  of 
stocking  frames,  and  has  been  found  in^ 
fectual;  therefore  it  is  thought  necessary^ 
that  tbe  same  punishment  should  be  ex« 
tended  to  the  breaking  of  lace  frames.'^  il 
was,  in  his  opinion,  idle  and  nugatory  te 
enact  stich  a  law,  as  it  would  be  impossible 
that  any  good  purpose  could  be  answered 
by  it.  With  regard  to  tbe  objectien  of 
extending  the  punishment  of  death,  he 
begged  the  House  to  recollect,  that  this 
was  only  intended  as  a  temporary,  mea^ 
sure,  to  meet  a  pressing  temporary  evH  ; 
and  that  the  hope  was,  that  the  terror  <^ 
death  might  put  a  speedy  end  to  the  pre* 
sent  unlawful  and  alarming  proceedingi 
in  Nottingham,  and  the  neighbouring 
counties.  If  the  state  of  the  town  and 
county  of  Nottingham  were  cenaidered,net 
gentleman  weold  contend  that  tbe  diev 
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twrbances  oaglit  16  b«  slkwed  to  exi«t. 
He  di4  assure  those  gemlemeii  who  hid 
ooDe  him  the  opportuoity  of  viewing  hn 
conduct  in  a  fafoorable  light,  that  he 
liighfy  prized  their  good  opinion.  In 
what  he  had  done  towards  restoring  order, 
lioweter,  there  was  no  merit  attached  to 
him  or  his  colleagues.  In  the  execution  of 
their  duty,  (afnelancholy  one  it  was)  they 
kad  been  guided  by  a  wish  to  preserve  the 
public  tranquillity.  He  would  much  rather, 
Boweter,  hate  had  the  mischief  attributed 
4n  some  degree  to  his  own  suptneness,  than 
that  its  rairages  should  have  occasioned 
vnmerited  censure  upon  the  local  exer* 
tioDs  of  the  authorities  within  the  imme- 
diate scene  .of  action.  The  conduct  of 
tbe  magistrates  was  exemplary  throughout 
the  county.  With  respect  to  the  exer- 
tions of  the  town  magistrates,  these  were 
limited  to  the  district,  but  were  not  less 
laadable.  In  considering  the  Bill,  the 
House  would  recollect  that  the  mischief 
most  be  put  down  in  some  way  or  other. 
Tbe  efforts  of  the  magistrates,  though  me- 
ritorious, were  still  found  to  be  ineffectual. 
The  question  was  not  an  insulated  one ; 
it  was  not  a  question  which  afi*ected  tbe 
manufacturing  interests  of  that  particular 
district,  but  the  whole  of  the  manufac- 
tavers  throughout  the  kingdom.  .  The 
outrages  endangered  the  public  tranquil- 
lity in  a  very  great  degree,  and  if  by  this 
Bitt  men  should  for  the  future  be  deterred 
from  the  commission  of  similar  crimes, 
the  House  in  passing  the  Bill  had  done 
their  duty.  He  did  not  mean  to  affirm 
that  the  Bill  could  give  facility  of  detec- 
tion. That  of  making  the  offence  capital, 
woald  have  the  effect  4)f  deterring  men 
from.crimes.  When  men  knew  publicly 
that  paiiiament  regarded  their  offences  in 
a  heinbtts  light,  and  that  it  was  the  deter- 
mination of  the  executive  to  send  judges 
•pecially  down,  and  not  wait  for  the  ordi- 
nary asaiaes,  to  tcy  offenders,  it  was  fair 
to  conclude  that  the  object  would  be  ac- 
complished. At  all  events,  it  was  unani- 
moQsly  admitted  that  tbe  evil  existed,  but 
BO  gentleman  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  h^,  though  he  objected  to  th^  pre- 
sent measmre,  come  forward  with  a  re- 
medy for  that  evil.  Therefore,  under 
these  circumstances  the  House  would,  he 
trusted,  adopt  the  Bill  now  in  progress,  as 
the  reiection  of  it  might  produce  effects 
which  no  oAa  could  anticipate. 
:  Mr.  Bollard  said,  that  after  the  outrages 
which  had  been  committed,  be  would  vote 
Ar  the  Bill  going  to  a  conunittee;  but 


7fiB.  17,  1812. 


Ossi 


when  k  had  psosod,  he  should  be  glad  to 
know  what  security  there  would  be  for  iu 
being  enforced  r  Why  was  the  law  al- 
ready in  existence  suffered  to  slumber, 
without  making  any  trial  of  its  efficacy  ? 
Why  had  mintstera  suifered  those  riots 
to  go  on  for  two  or  three  months  ?  No 
one  could  persuade  him  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  deserved  any  praise.  Ha 
should  not  haTe  waited  for  any  informa- 
tion, or  expected  to  derire  any  assistance 
Irom  the  country  magistrates.  Wat  not 
the  right  boo.  gentleman  the  chief  ma- 
gistrate, and  ought  he  not  to  have  directed 
the  rest  ?  He  hoped  the  House  would  io- 
stitnte  some  enquiry  into  the  proceedings 
of  the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  and  take 
some  measures  to  invigorate  them. 

Mr.  Whiihrcmd  acquitted  the  right  bon. 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  tbe  Home  De* 
partment  of  any  want  of  vigour;  as  It 
had  been  allowed  on  all  hands,  that  he 
had  done  every  thing  that  could  be  done 
by  an  early  interposition  both  of  the  civil 
and  of  the  military  power.  He  must» 
however,  object  to  the  Bill,  because  it 
was  a  clumsy  expedient,  and  because  it 
extended  the  long  list  of  our  capital  pa* 
nishments.  In  his  opinion,  the  great  de- 
fect of  the  legislature  of  this  country  for 
the  last  century  had  been,  that  jwhen  they 
found  tbe  people  prone  to  the  commission 
of  crimes,  they,  in  order  to  put  a  stop  to 
them,  enacted  the  penalty  of  death ;  by 
which  offenders  had  escaped  punishment 
almost  as  much  as  if  no  law  had  been 
enacted  at  all.  He  was  particularly 
averse  from  proceeding^  with  tbe  present 
Bi  if  without  enqniry,  because  the  present 
was  a  period  of  tranquillity  in  Notting- 
ham ;  and  there  was»  in  consequence,  no 
cause  for  haste.  The  statute^  book  teemed 
with  sentences  inflicting  the  penalty  of 
death ;  and  he  thought  it  was  a  subject  the 
revision  of  which  would  well  become  the 
policy  at  well  as  the  humanity  of  the 
House.  So  long  back  as  40  years,  the  pe- 
nalty of  death  for  offences  was  considered 
so  lightly  of,  that  the  House  came  to 
a  resolution.  That  no  Bill  imposing  that 
penalty  should  be  introduced  without  a 
previous  committee.  For  that  resolution 
the  pu.blic  were  indebted  Je  sir  William 
Meredith,  who,  in  1772,  being  on  an  en- 
closure committee,  accidemally  heard 
some  of  the  interested  parties  com'plain 
that  several  of  tbe  peasants  were  refirac^ 
tory .  and  troublesome,  and  that  the  only 
way  to  get  rid  of  thi^  would  be  by 
hanging  a  few.    The  bon.  baronet  waa  no 
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ftrock  bjT  the  tf^vtlice  and  widiidiiMi  of 
the  observatioD,  that  he  moTed,  aad  the 
House  adopted  the  resolution.  Following 
up  the  resolutioD,  he  (Mr.  W.I  intended  to 
propose  that  it  should  be  macie  a  stasding 
order  of  the  House^  that  oo  Bill  should  be 
introdoced  having  for  its  object  the  in* 
flietioD  of  penalty  of  death  without  a  pre- 
vious committee.  If  a  committee  had 
been  granted^  as  had  been  proposed  by 
hit  hon.  and  learned  friend  (Mr.  Aber- 
cromby)  tbey  might  have  traced  the 
origin  of  the  evils,  and  found  out  other 
remedies  perhaps ;  but  as  the  present  Bill 
did  not  seem  calculated  to 'reach  thooe 
evils,  and  as  its  very  principle  was  objec- 
iionable,  be  should  certainly  vote  against 
its  being  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Franklmd  contended,  that  when 
the  law  was  openly  violated,  it  vfas  tbe 
riuty  of  the  legislature  to  enact  severer 
laws.  If  the  parent  were  not  obeyed, 
while  mild  and  indulgent,  who  would 
maintain  that  he  ought  not  to  change  his 
countenance,  and  express  his  indignation  ? 
The  law  proposed  was  a  law  not  merely 
to  prevent  the  breaking  of  (Vanes,  but  to 
jJMrotect  whatever  was  most  dear  to  us  in 
ftfe.  When  gentlemen  talked  of  sporting 
with  the  lives  of  others,  he  would  ask,  who 
iported  with  the  lives  of  <he  people  ?  Who 
neglected  the  general  safety  ?  and  on  whom 
must  fill  the  awful  responsibility,  if  a  re- 
medy were  not  promptly  applied  to  those 
alarming  evils  which  were  under  their 
consideration  ?  If  the  law  were  openly  de- 
fied, and  fbrce  continued  to  be  opposed 
to  force,  while  they  were  speaking  there, 
thousands  of  lives  might  be  swept  away, 
and  thousands  might  Ml  the  victims  of  a 
too  refined  sensibility,  and  a  misuken  and 
puling  feeling  of  humanity.  He  denied 
that  thert  were  more  crimes  visited  with 
capital  punishment  in  our  code  of  laws 
than  in  any  other;  and  adverting  to  what 
had  fallen  from  an  hon.  gentleman,  who 
bad  cotitetkded  that  capital  punishment 
ahould  only  be  inflicted  where  it  was  au- 
thorised by  the  Scripture,  which  it  was 
said  only  justified  it  in  one  instance,  where 
it  is  written— <«  Whosoever  sbeddeth  man's 
blood,  by  man  shall  his  blood  be  shed,*' 
be  was  surprised  how  any  man  could  read 
Leviticus  and  Deuteronomy,  and  be  of 
such  an  opinion.  It  would  be  found,  in 
looking  into  those  books,  that  they  con- 
tained more  capital  punishments  than  any 
tnodern  code  of  laws,  and  Europe  had  been 
convinced  that  it  would  be  improper  to 
^•doptacedeaoiaBgiMiary.    IntbeScfip- 
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tnr^  it  woaM  be  fiMwd,  that  by  the  kw  off 
tbe  lartttliies,  be  who  "  disobeytd  hie 
father  and  would  not  hearken  to  his  voice/ 
WM  sfsntenced  to  be  kd  out  and  stoned  till 
he  died.— He  then  proceeded  to  show,  by 
analogy,  that  evettplary  punishioent  ooghl 
to  be  inflicied  <m  those  who  opposed  tbe 
parental  mandates  of  the  legislatuffe  3  and 
concluded  by  giving  it  as  his  opinion,  that 
it  was  incumbent  on  the  legislature  to  ext 
press  ita  disapprobation  of  such  outrafeoos 
proceedings  in  the  strongest  oiaMer,  bv 
enacting  that  they  should  be  visUed  with 
capital  punishment,  and  those  whoaeeered 
in  consequence  rf  the  passing  of  auah  a 
law,  were  to  be  regarded  as  tbe  victims  of 
their  own  illusions  and  miscondiiot. 
The  House  divided. 

For  the  second  reading 

Against  it    *• 

Majority 

List  qf  the  Mtnorii^ 
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Bankes,H. 
Busk,  W. 

Bennet,  Hon.U.G. 
Baring,  Sir  T. 
Baring,  A. 
Folkestone,  Lord 
Guise,  Sir  W. 
Greenhtll,  It. 
Hatcbinsott,Uoo.C.H. 
Hsraer,  F. 


Home,  W.  H» 
Kemp,  T,  R. 
Piggott,  Sir  A. 
lUoore,  P. 
Romillj,  Sir  8. 
Wbitbread,  S. 
Wrottesky,  H, 

TELLSaS. 

Wyno,  C.  W.  W. 
Herbert,  Hon.  W* 


The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SecreUry  Ryder 
that  tbe  Bill  be  committed  to-morrow. 

Sir  Samnd  Romiliv  moved  as  an  amend- 
ment. That  it  should  be  commiUed  on 
Wednesday ;  and  observed,  that  he  took 
this  opportunity  of  rectifying  some  misre> 
presentations  of  his  former  statements. 
Remarks  had  been  made,  as  if  he  had  con- 
sidered the  subject  as  one  of  light  impor- 
tance; on  the  contrary,  he  thought  and 
had  stated  the  evil  to  be  of  enormoua  mag^ 
nitude,  and  one  which  rehired  a  strong 
remedy.  He  had  merely  objected  to  the 
proposed  method  of  fumwhing  a  remedy. 
He  observed,  that  the  time  allowed  before 
tbe  reftrenrc  to  a  committee  >»ww  so  short, 
that  he  should  not  be  able,  if  incKned,  to 
frame  a  clause  for  insertion  in  the  Bill; 
and  asked  what  excuse  the  right  hen.  Se- 
cretary could  give  to  the  House  and  the 
public  for  not  supplying  some  prwoua 
notice  of  the  contents  of  bis  BUI  ?  Tbe  pre- 
sent, be  must  also  observe,  was  not  a  sub- 
ject into  which  'paradoxes  and  subtlety  of 
reasoning  ought  to  be  introduced;  nor 
could  there  he  a  lime  when  such  ohaervs- 
tions  «i  ta  btts.  Md  IWMd  fritoi«f  in 
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<Mr.  Imikltnd)  bid  mtde  «bo«t  «'  puYing 
JbsoMUiiiy''  were  more  entirely  ontpiaced. 
He  agfeed^tbe  whole  House  agreed— that 
•oma  powerfiil  reaftedy  wai  denand^d 
under  the  preaent  ctrcvmstaiicei — that 
Mood  iliou4d  be  abod  to  prevent  a  greater 
^ffiumiof  blood;  bat  he  tbooght  &e  BHl 
Maaaitialiy  deficient,  as  it  suffered  too  much 
^  depend  npen  the  hnnanitj  of  the  pro- 
aecuter.  in  some  instancea,  and  teo  much 
on  the  interpretation  of  the  judge  in  others. 
The  statute  would  be  a  dead  letter  with 
#tapeetto  the  partioikrcase  it  was  framed 
ia  meet,  while  ita  effiK:U  wookl  be  deplored 
when  it  was  not  intended  to  operate. 
•  Mr.  Baiktant  disclaimed  all  idea  of  im- 
puting to  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
any  wiah  to  under- rate  the  importance  of 
ftbe  transactions  aUuded  to ;  botcoaoplained 
that  he  had  raaaileated  some  tnconststency 
in  slating,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  Bill 
would  be  a  dead  letlfr,  and  wouM  also 
cause  too  great  a  sacrifice  of  lives. 

Sir  iS^.  RomiUy  in  explanation  said,  that 
the  right  hon.  member  who  spoke  last  had 
misrepresemed — he  would  not  say  bad 
mis-stated— his  positions.  His  observation 
had  been,  that  as  far  as  regarded  the  case 
of  conspiracy,  the  act  wotild  be  a  dead 
latter,  though  this  was  the  case  where  it 
was  intended  to  apply;  while  it  would 
operate  severely  against  individuals,  a  case 
not  within  the  meaning  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Enrnkland  said,  that  he  should  wish 
the  time  to  be  en\wje6,  except  the  sob- 
jact  was  one  which  frequently  had  come 
hefbrethe  legislative  body.  Statutes  al- 
ready existed  on  the  woollen,  the  silk,  and 
cotton  manufactures,  and  none  on  this 
W^anch  of  craft.  It  was  also  important 
that  it  should  not  go  out  to  the  public, 
that  the  House  was  not  clear  and  decisive 
.in  its  intentions  on  this  subject. 

The  House  divided. 

For  the  Amendment 15 

Aninstit    80 

Mtjority ^65 

The  original  motion  for  going  into  the 
committee  to-morrow  was  then  put  and 
agreed  to. 

Uit  qfihe  Minariiy. 

BoskyW.  Kemp^T.R. 

Babiogtoo,  T.  Piggott,  Sir  A. 

Baring,  Sir  T.  Moore,  P. 

Baring,  Alex.  RomiJij,  Sir  S. 
Hutchinson,  Hon.C.H.  1Vroite$ley,  H. 
Homer,  F.  tellers. 

Home,  W.  H-  Bennet,  K.  H.  A. 

«iii|Ni&.  Folkascone,  Lord  . 
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Tucsdi^,  February  18. 

PaiNcs  Regbiit's  Mbssagb  BBarBcv. 
iKO  Loan  Wbllinoton.}   The  Chanceller 
of  the  Exchequer  brought  up  tha  follow* 
ing  Message  from  the  IVince  Regent ; 
"  Gboegb  p.  R, 

*'  The  Prince  Regent,  in  the  name  and 
on  the  behalf  of  bis  Majenty,  having  taken 
into  his  royal  consideration  the  eminent 
and  signal  services  performed  by  general 
lord  viscount  Wellington,  in  the  course  of 
a  long  series  of  distinguished  exploits  in 
the  campaigns  in  Spain  and  Porto|^l,  and 
being  desirous  to  mark  the  sense  he  enter- 
tains of  services  so  honourable  to  the  Bri- 
tish arms,  and  so  eminently  beneficial  to 
the  interests  of  the  nation,  has  conferred, 
in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Ma* 
jesty,  upon  general  lord  viscount  Welling* 
ton,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body,  the 
rank  and  dignity  of  an  earl  of  the  united 
kingdom,  by  the  name,  style,  and  title  of 
earl  of  Wellington. 

**  The  Prince  Regent,  further  desirooa 
of  granting  to  the  earl  of  Wellington  a  net 
annuity  of  2,000/.  in  addition  to  the  an- 
nuity already  granted  by  parliament,  and 
subject  to  the  same  limitations  imposed  in 
that  grant,  recommends  to  the  House  of 
Commons  to  enable  his  Royal  Highness  in 
the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  bis  Miyea* 
^7*  ^o  grant  and  settle  such  annuity,  and 
to  make  such  further  provision  as  afore- 
said, as  may  be  thought  most  effectual  fSiMr 
the  benefit  of  general  the  earl  of  Welling- 
ton and  his  family.  G.  P.  R.'' 

Ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  Friday. 

Trade  Licences.]  Mr.  A»  Baring,  in 
pursuance  of  bis  notice,  rose  to  move  for 
several  papers  on  the  subject  of  the  trade 
carried  on  by  means  of  Licences,  prepara- 
tory to  the  important  discussion  on  the 
subject  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  which 
was  soon  to  be  brought  before  the  I^use, 
He  observed,  that  whatever  opinions  might 
be  entertained  t>y  the  cabinet,  or  by  the 
Board  of  Trade,  he  would  venture  to  assert 
that  there  was  no  member  of  the  House  at 
all  connected  with  commercial  aflairs,  who 
would  defend  the  licensed  trade  as  it  was 
now,  and  as  it  had  been  for  some  time 
carried  on*  When  the  immense  increase 
of  influence  it  afforded  to  the  crown,  and 
the  state  of  subserviency  to  the  minister 
to  which  it  reduced  the  mercantile  in- 
tereata  of  the  couBtry^were  taken  »te 
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consideration^  he  thought  the  House  would 
at  least  pause  before  it  refused  the  docu- 
ments for  which  be  was  about  to  niore, 
previous  to  entering  upon  the  general  in> 
quiry.  He  did  not  now.  wish  to  anticipate 
tny  thiE^  that  would  be  stated  on  a  sub- 
sequent and  more  proper  occasion,  and 
should  do  little  more  than  moTe  for  the 
papers  which  were  the  object  of  his  appli- 
cation. The  first  was  the  copy  of  any 
memorials  presented  to  his  Majesty's  go- 
Ternment  from  the  merchants  of  Heligo- 
land, complaining  of  the  mode  of  granting 
licences  for  their  trade,  which  he  wished 
to  be  produced,  in  order  to  shew  that  even 
those  iodi?idaa1s  who  were  most  benefited 
by  the  present  system,  were  dissatisfied 
with  the  manner  in  which  it  was  conduct- 
ed.— It  had  also  been  his  intention  to 
.move  for  a  similar  document  from  the 
merchants  of  Malta,  but  thinking  that  it 
might  be  fairly  urged  that  its  production 
would  be  detrimental  to  their  commerce 
in  f^lure^^he  refrained  from  so  doing.  No 
such  objection  could  be  urged  to  the  Me- 
morials from  Heligoland,  as  all  trade  there 
bad^eased  for  the  last  eighteen  months, 
although  it  might  be  extremely  convenient 
for  hon.  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  to  adopt  such  an  excuse  as  a  reason 
for  refusing  papers  on  which  an  accusa- 
tion against  them  was  proposed  to  be 
founded.  The. other  document  that  he 
was  desirous  should  be  laid  upon  the  table, 
was  a  return  of  any  spirits  imported  from 
any  of  the  ports  of  Holland  since  the  1st 
of  October  last,  with  copies  of  the  licences 
in  which  such  importations  have  been 
made.  His  motive  for  moving  for  these 
papers  was,  that  he  was  informed  that  two 
cargoes  of  spirits  had  been  introduced  into 
this  country  under  licence,  at  a  time  when 
such  permission  was  generally  refused. 
One  of  these  cargoes  had  been  sold,  and 
the  owner  had  derived  an  immense  profit 
from  it,  but  the  other,  owing  to  some  in- 
formality, unconnected  with  the  present 
question,  had  been  seized  and  confiscated. 
It  was  not  his  design,  should  his  motion 
be  acceded  to,  to  bring  any  particular 
cases  before  parliament,  or  to  impute  any 
intentional  mal-practice  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  but  merely  to  shew  that  the  system 
of  Licences  was  liable  to  abuses  of  this  de- 
scription. He  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
corruption  existed  any  where,  but  it  was  not 
fit  that  siich  a  tempution  to  it  should  be 
allowed.  H«  concluded  by  moving  that 
the  papers  he  had  ^ferred  to  shoaid  be 
laid  t>etore  the  House.  .     . 


Triade  Lkenca.  ([«M 

Mr.  Ho9e  said,  that  tha  boo*  mender 
could  not  be  more  anxious  than  he  and  hm 
colleagues  of  the  Board  of  Trade  were, 
that  the  general  question  of  Licences 
should  be  discussed  in  some  iotelMgible 
and  tangible  shape  as  soon  as  poetible, 
and  he  trusted  the  hon.  gentleman  whe 
had  given  a  notice  on  the  subject,  weuM 
bring  it  forward  without  delay.  With  f^ 
gard  to  the  first  paper  moved  for,  the  Me* 
morial  from  Heligoland,  he  thought  the 
publication  of  it  would  be  attended  witk 
very  serious  inconvenience,  and  notwkb- 
standing  what  had  been  said,  he  felt  it  te 
be  his  indispensible  duty  to  reset  it. 
Whether  it  were  true  or  not,  that  ne 
trade  had  been  carried  on  there  for  the 
last  eighteen  months,  he  did  not  kno«B» 
but  the  production  of  this  document  woiiM 
expose  to  the  enemy  the  means  which  had 
been  formerly  resorted  to,  and  might  prei- 
vent  any  intercourse  between  that  islaiid 
and  the  continent  in  future.  As  to  the 
other  documents  moved  for,  he  had  net  the 
slightest  objection  to  the  whole  worl4 
being  made  acquainted  with  their  coo* 
tents.  He,  however,  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  in  explanation  of  what  was  an  inre- 
gularity  regarding  them.  It  was  undoobt«> 
edly  correct,  that  at  the  time  these  two 
licences  for  the  introduction  of  sfurita 
from  Holland  were  made  out,  the  general 
importation  was  prohibited  by  the  Board 
of  Trade,  and  they  wholly  originated  in  a 
mistake  of  the  clerk,  who,  in  making  out 
about  nine  or  ten  thousand  licences^  had 
improperly  inserted  the  words  which  al- 
lowed the  admission  of  spirits,  but  the  per- 
sons  who  obtained  them  had  derived  lie 
advantage  from  this  inadvertence.  /One of 
the  cargoes,  as  had  been  stated,  bad  since 
been  seized  and  forfeited,  as  it  appeared 
that  fraud  had  been  practised,  the  ship  net 
having  in  reality  come  from  the  port  for 
which  the  licence  was  prepared.  In  the 
other  case  (for  only  two  existed ),jthe  per- 
son on  whose  account  the  spirits  were  im« 
ported  had  been  compelled  not  to  enter 
them  for  exportation,  and  was  not  allowed 
to  dispose  of  them  for  home  consumption, 
by  which  he  had  susuined  a  loss  of  4,O0O(. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  would,  in- 
deed, be  a  wide  stretch  of  the  imagination 
to  point  out  in  these  two  transactions  any 
thing  which  could  afford  a  colour  lor 
thinking  that  the  Board  of  Trade  had  acted 
with  a  view  to  favour  the  individuals  con- 
cerned. The  hon.  gentkman  had  said» 
that  there  was  not  a  merchant  who  did  not 
complain  of  the  system  of  licenoiBg.    Sa 
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gttnerd  an  usertion  h«  was  by  no  means 
prepMred  to  n^eet ;  but  whenever  the  sob- 
jebt  was  regularly  brought  under  conMe- 
ratton,  be  shoold  be  reiKiy  to  argue,  what, 
in  his  ofnniom,  was  a  very  strong  case. 
He  trotted  that  the  hon.  member  woold 
not  press  his  first  motion. 

Mr.  A.  Baritig  felt  no  inclination  to  ac- 
cede to  the  last  request  of  the  rjght  hon. 
gentleman,  since  he  could  foresee  no  pos* 
stble  inconvenience  which  would  result 
from  the  production  of  the  Memorial  from 
Heligoland,  seeing  that  the  trade  of  that 
island  was  completely  terminated,  it 
would  be  admitted  that  it  was  couched  in 
rtty  strong  terms  of  remonstrance,  and  he 
thought  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
would  much  more  uneqoivocally  shew  his 
disposition  to  meet  the  pending  inquiry, 
if  he  allowed  papers  to  be  produced  which 
were  necessary^  to  its  due  consideration. 
With  regard  to  his  second  motion,!  it  was 
certainly  true  that  the  Board  of  Trade, 
when  they  discovered  that  an  irregularity 
(not  to  give  it  a  term  more  severe)  had 
been  committed  by  their  servant,  did 
erery  thing  in  their  power  to  injure  the 
individuals  who  had,  for  any  thing  that 
appeared,  innocently  obtained  the  licences, 
but  this  was  by  no  means  pursuing  the 
course  that  should  have  been  followed. 
The  right  hon.  gentlieman  hail  asserted, 
that  in  the  last  instance  the  owner  of  the 
Mrgo  bad  sustained  a  loss  of  4,0001.  Bat 
his  information  was  far  different,  since  he 
learnt  on  good  authority,  that  sufficient 
profit  had  been  obtained  on  the  last  cargo, 
more  than  to  make  up  for  the  confiscation 
of  the  former.  There  indisputably  was 
room  for  a  great  deal  of  fraud,  and  it 
woold  be  well  worth  his,  or  any  other 
merchant's  while,  to  purchase  licences  for 
the  importation  of  spirita  at  an  expence  of 
1^,000/. 

Mt.  Manyatt  did  not  believe  that  any 
malpractices  could  be  charged  against 
any  of  the  clerks  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
but  the  whole  system  of  licensing  was 
most  injurious  to  the  trade  of  the  country. 
In  order  to  substantiate  this  assertion, 
papers  might,  indeed,  be  useful,  but  they 
were  not  at  all  necessary,  since  ^e  gene- 
ral facts  Wwe  knowii  to  all,  and  the  conse- 
quences felt  by  all. ;  The  forgery,  perjury, 
smd  bribery  on  which  our  commerce  now 
depended  were  admitted  by  nearly  every' 
person  interested  in  commercial  transac- 
tions, and  the  confiscation  of  our  shipping 
provided  with  licences  ha  various  situa- 
tic^n^,  to  an  enormous  amount,  had  been 
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the  ruin  of  some  of  the  most 'wealthy  mer. 
chants  in  the  city  of  London,  besides  fill* 
ing  the  cofi^rs  of  the  enemy  with  the  pro- 
duce of  the  sale  of  their  cargoes.  He 
thought  the  production  of  the  Memorial 
from  Heligoland  might  be  injurious,  but 
before  he  gave  his  vote  Ugainst  it  he 
begged  to  observe,  that  he  entirely  disap- 
proved of  the  whole  system  of  licensing. 

Mr.  Brougham  felt  that  it  was  impoi'sible 
to  consider  separately  the  important  sub- 
jects of  the  Orders  in  Council  and  the  sys- 
tem of  licensing,  and  would  therefore  take 
the  opportunity  of  fixing  that  day  fort- 
night, for  bis  motion  on  these  two  ques- 
tions. He  begged  the  House  in  the  mean 
time  to  bear  in  its  recollection  one  fact 
which  had  been  disclosed  in  the  course  of 
the  present  discussion,  namely,  that  the 
crown,  by  means  of  this  traffic  in  licences, 
arising  out  of  and  connected  with  its  traf- 
fic in  Orders  in  Council  and  commercial 
prohibitions,  was  possessed  of  the  power 
of  employing  for  the  augmentation  of  its 
influence  ad  libitum,  these  pieces  of  paper 
called  licences,  to  any  extent,  and  the 
value  of  that  power  might  be  easily  esti- 
mated, when  his  hon.  friend,  perhaps  the 
first  merchant  in  the  kingdom,  bad  said 
he  would  not  hesitate  to  give  for  one  of 
them  the  enormous  sum  of  15,000/. 

The  Chanedlor  qf  the  Exchequer  remark- 
ed that  the  fact,  which  had  been  just  stated 
to  be  of  such  importance,  must  occur  in 
every  case  where  it  wab  thought  necessary 
to  carry  on  trade  with  a  nation  with  whom 
we  were  at  war,  and,  therefore,  whether 
it^were  more  or  less  connected  with  the 
Orders  in  Council,  it  was  clear  that  sucfi 
an  advantage  as  that  noticed,  might,  at 
any  time,  under  such  circumstances,  be 
derived.  It  was  not  insinuated  that  the 
Board  of  Trade  in  a  single  instance  had 
been  actuated  by  an  improper  motive  to 
favour  particular  individuals,  and  in  this 
instance  the  licences  in  question  were  less 
open  to  any  animadversion  upon  such  a 
striking  fact  than  they  would  have  been 
at  any  other  period.  .  With  respect  to  the 
question  before  the  House,  it  would\  be 
remarked,  that  the  hon.  gentleman^  who 
introduced  it  brought  it  forward  as  if  the 
whole  trade  of  the  country  was,  and  could 
only  be,  conducted  by  means  of  licences. 
From  what  he  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer) knew  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  from  daily  communica- 
tions,!^) could  assert,  thatthere  wasnot  a 
single  instance  of  a  licence  being  granted 
for  a  trade  which  could  be  carried  on 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


M7J   HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

withoQl  it;.miid  that  the  whole  q^ettioa 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  gentlenaa  in 
his  threatened  motion,  would  have  to  dia- 
COM,  would  he  this,  whether,  under  the 
circumstances,  in? olf  ed  as  we  were  in  war 
with  a  large  portion  of  the  world,  it  was 
or  wu  not  desirable  that  any  trade  should 
be  carried  on  with  such  countries  as  were 
under  the  dominion  of  an  enemy  ?  If,  in« 
deed,  the  whole  benefit  resulting  from 
commerce  was  to  be  put  into  the  bands  of 
foreigners,  as  some  gentlemen  seemed  to 
wish,  the  licensing  system  should  be  dis- 
continued ;  but  as  long  as  any  man  was 
willing  that  our  own  merchants  should 
derif e  their  share,  it  ought  to  be  persisted 
in.  Notwithstanding,  therefore,  the  au- 
diority  of  the  greatest  merchant  in  the 
kingdom,  or  perhaps  in  the  world,  the 
House  would  observe  that  they  had  been 
much  misled,  since  the  only  principle  on 
which  gOTernment  acted  was  to  secure  to 
the  natires  of  England  that  trade  by 
BMans  of  licences,  the  profits  of  which 
without  thtm  would  de?oWe  to  the  hands 
of  aliens.  When  be  said  that  the  Board 
of  Trade  had  granted  no  licences  to  coon* 
tries  where  intercourse  could  be  maintain- 
ed without  them,  he  ought  to  have  made 
tome  qualifications,  since  he  did  not  mean 
to  pledge  himself  as  to  a  particular  roy* 
age,  nor  did  he  mean  to  say  that  licences 
had  not  been  granted  for  coontries  where 
it  was  a  matter  of  doubt,  whether  the  com- 
merce could  or  could  not  be  conducted 
without  their  protection,  but,  generally 
speaking,  they  had  only  been  conceded  in 
casee  where  they  were  absolutely  requisite. 
It  fras  by  no  means  true,  that  government 
endeavoured  to  keep  all  trade  within  their 
grasp;  the  contrary  was  the  fiwt.  No 
merchant  in  the  country  was  more  aqzious 
than  the  Board  of  TVade  to  see  the  pe* 
riod  arrive  when  all  necessity  for  licences 
should  be  removed.  He,  therefore,  in  his 
turn  begged  the  House,  while  they  recol- 
lected the  important  fact  stated  by  the^ 
last  speaker,  not  to  forget  the  satisfactory 
answer  he  had  given  to  it 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  first 
motion  tor  the  Memorial  ot  the  Heligoland 
merchanu  was  negatived  without  a  divi- 
siod.  The  second  motion,  for  a  Betum  of 
any  Spiriu  imported  from  any  ports  of 
'Holland,  tinee  the  1st  of  October  last^ 
was  acquiesced  in. 

Feami  Wokk  Bill.]  The  order  of 
the  day  being  read  for  goiM  into  a  comni- 
tot  on  this  Billf 


Mr.  Lomb  ttmt,  and  aaid,  be  wan  i 
ooa  to  state  the  groonds  on  whicfa  h« 
should  give  the  BiU  his  support.  Thear 
who  opposed  the  neaamre  Insitted  chiefly 
OB  the  necessity  which  they  coacetved 
existed  for  going  into  a  previoaa  enquiry. 
If  that  enquiry  should  tend  to  asccr« 
tain  the  causes  of  the  violation  of  the 
laws,  it  would  certainly  be  beneficial;  bnl 
he  was  against  it  because  it  would  pro- 
duce delay.  The  mat  cause  of  the  dw- 
turbanoes  he  considered  to  be  the  decay  of 
trade.  The  measures  of  the  emperor 
of  France  were  evidently  their  main 
causes ;  and  it  was  nothing  less  than  wil* 
fully  deluding  Uie  country,  to  hold  o«t 
a  hope  that  greater  commercial  embarrass* 
menu,  greater  severity  of  distress,  than 
the  country  had  hitherto  fek,  were  nol 
yet  to  be  endured.  As  to  the  dispotes 
between  the  masters  and  the  workmen,  ho 
did  not  think  it  right  to  enquire  into  them, 
as  causes  of  the  riots ; — such  enquiry  only 
tended  to  inflame  the  minds  fof  the  work* 
ing-men,  who  generally  concluded  that 
they  had  rigbu  which  were  infrisfed 
upon  by  the  masters :  and  that  they  were 
justifiable  in  retaliating  violence  on  them  far 
the  infringement  of  those  supposed  rights. 
The  terror  of  death,  he  conceived,  though 
it  would  have  liule  eSe6t  on  men  bahi* 
tuated  to  guilt,  would  operate  powerfaliy 
on  the  general  mind.  The  atrocity  of  the 
oflence  against  which  the  present  Bill  wats 
intended,  was  as  deep  as  any  offence 
against  property  coula  be ;  and  such,  in 
his  opinion,  as  called  for  the  aerereit 
punishment.  Another  reason  for  having 
recourse  to  the  punishment  of  death  was, 
the  difficulty  of  detection.  When  crimes 
became  difficult  of  detection,  the  nece^ 
sary  and  only  resource  was  severity  of  pn- 
nisbment.  As  to  the  objectioiis  a§ainsi 
the  Bill,  that  it  would  involve  persons  who 
were  within  the  letter,  and  not  the  spirit 
of  it,  there  was  little  danger,  he  iroi^^iiied« 
to  be  apprehended  from  any  unfbrtnoste 
result  of  that  kind  arising  from  it. 

Sir  T.  Turt9n  contended,  that  the  Bill 
was  not  directed  against  the  real  danger^ 
which  was  combination ;  it  only  looked  to 
individual  offenders.  Ho  did  not  thUik 
that  ministers  had  used  either  the  ordiaar^ 
civil  means,  or  the  extraordinary  military 
means  which  they  possessed,  to  active  asM 
proper  advantage.  The  poor  delwlod 
people  who  were  the  objecu  of  this  BiU 
were  greatly  to  be  pitied.  They  ware  hi 
want  of  bread ;  an4  any  measure  of  tiM 
legislatifo  woqld  ftot*  be  was  afraid,  b# 
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able  to  putdownlhe  risings  of  hunger.  The 
great  eril,  and  the  spring  of  every  miaor 
avil,  was  the  continuance  of  the  war. 
•    General  TarUtem  said  the  debates  .oh 
this  subject  had  disclosed  two  important 
facU;  in  the  first  place  it  appeared  that 
the  late  disturbances  were  caused  by  the 
decay  of  our  trade :  in  the  neist,  that  a 
large  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  one 
pai't  of  the  county  had  been  almost  in  a 
state  of  insurrection.    Far  from  thinking 
that  there  was  any  merit  in  the  conduct  of 
his  Majesty's  ministers,  to  him  it  appeared 
that  great  demerit  was  there  to  be  seen. 
He  thought  the  subject  was  not  treated  by 
the  honourable  House  as  so  gpra?e  a  subject 
ought  to  be  treated.    It  ought  to  be  most 
carefully  looked  into,  as  ministers   had 
brought  the  country  into  a  situation,  to 
extricate  it  from  which  all  the  wisdom  of 
IMrliament  was  required •     He  was  averse 
to  increasing  the  number  of  capital  pu- 
oishmenu.    Were  the  laws  of  Draco  the 
Jbest  the  world   had  ever  seen,   because 
they,  were  written  in  blood  ? .   Experience 
bad  proved  the  reverse  to  be  the  fact. 
.    Mr.  JEllism  defended  ministers  against 
the  aspersions  of  the  two  last  speakers. 
He  was  airaid  that  there  was  something  of 
the  ppirft  of  party  In  the  opposition  made 
to  the  Bill.     He  did  not  profess  to  be  the 
idefeuder  of  ministers,  except  as  far  as 
truth  and  justice  bound  him;    but  if  a 
charge  should  be  brought  against  them 
CD  thehead  of  supineness,  in  not  using  the 
means  which  they  possessed  to  put  down 
the  disturbances,  he  was  ready  on  that 
score  to  meet  any  hon.  gentleman  oppo- 
site.   As  to  (he  crying,  puling  maxims  so 
.much  insisted  upon,  and   the  noise  made 
about  humanity,  and  he  knew  not  what, 
he  asked,  were  not  the  sufferers  by  these 
outrages  sufficient  objects  for  that  huma* 
nity  ? .   He  wished  not  to  be  considered  as 
agreeing  by  any  nkeans  to  the  new  doc* 
trines  on  crimmal  law,,  which  tended  to 
cast  reproach  on  the  wisdom  or  humanity 
of  our  ancestors.    The  law  proposed,  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  dicfated  by  huma- 
nity ;.  it  was  not  like  the  laws  of  Draco  to 
l»e.wcttten  in  blood.    The  dread  of  capital 
punishment  might  prevent  the  repetition 
of  the  offence, .  and  if  (as  had  been  said 
would  be  the  case,}  no  convictions  should 
lake  place  on  it,  no  blood  would  be  shed 
in  consequence  of  it     The  conduct  of 
ministers  he  thought  had  been  perfectly 
eorrect,  as  they  had .  done  all  in  their 
power  to.  put  a  stop  to  the,e?il  by  the 
neatis  of  tbe.coiaAD^onJair.of  the:coitfitry. 
(VOL.  XXL) 
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Mr.  CWviai,  notwithataoding  what  had 
fallen  from  the  last  speaker,  was  still  of 
opinion,  that  ministers  had  meaas  which 
were  not  used  promptly  or  beneficially  in 
Quelling  the  nots.  As  to  the  argument 
oedueed  from  the  terror  expected  to  be 
produced  by  the  punishment  of  deaths 
he  had  one  curious  fact  to  state  to  the 
House,  by  which  they  might  judge  what 
effect  it  would  have.  In  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  it  vras  made  a  capital  offence 
to  steal  lead,  and  what  was  di^  conse- 
quence ?  Why,  that  no  conviction  ever 
took  place  under  that  law,  because  wit« 
nessts  were  shocked  at  the  disproportion 
between  the  crime  and  the  punishmenty 
and  would  not  come  forward.  He  was 
sorry  to  hear  hon.  gentlemen  say,  that  no 
hope  ought  to  be  held  out  to  the  country 
of  escape  from  the  pressure  under  which  it 
at  present  laboured.  He  believed  that 
there  existed  other  causes  of  these  .dia« 
turbanoes,  beskles  the  measures  of  the 
emperor  of  France ;  and  those  were  the 
measures  of  his  Majestyfs  ministers.  He 
saw  in  their  mistaken  policy  grounds 
enough^  for  the  decay  of  trade ;  and  he 
was  of  opinion,  that  there  were  measures 
of  moderation  and  wisdom,  by  the  adop« 
tion  of  which  the  country  might  escape 
from  its  present  embarrassments.  Mea^ 
sures  of  moderation  and  wisdom  were  not, 
however,  to  be  expected  from  his  Majes- 
ty's present  ministers.  He  attributed  the 
decay  of  trade,  and  the  consequent  ruin  of 
the  country,  to  the  mistaken  policy  of  mi- 
nisters. The  sufferings  of  the  people  were 
great.  They  were  great  in  many  parts 
of  the  county  with  which  he  was  personally 
acquainted ;  but  their  forbearance  was 
also  great.  He  should  vote  against  the 
bill,  because  he  did  not  think  it  would 
effect  what  it  pretended  to. 

Mr.  Caurtenay  begged  leave  to  adopt 
the  sentiments  of  the  hon.  jzentleman  who 
spoke  first  (Mr.  Lamb.)  He  particularly 
selected  that  hon.  gentleman's  speech,  not 
only  for  its  eloquence,  but  because  all  the 
other  speakers  for  the  Bill  were  opposers 
of  the  measures  of  an  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  (sir  S.  Romilly)  relative  to  the 
Criminal  Laws,  which  measures  Mr.  C. 
was  inclined  to  favour.  But  he  thought 
the  present  an  atrocious  crime,  worthy  of 
the  very  highost  punishment,  and  should 
therefore  vote  for  the  Bill. 

The  question  that  the  Speaker  do  leave 

the  chair  was  then  put  and  carried ;   and 

the  House  went  into  a  Committeej  on  the 

clause  enactio|^:  capital  puaisbmeot   for 

(3  1) 
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aalioidwly    bmking   tlM  Crantfl,   tnt* 
cbiiiery,  dtc.  nmi  lo  naking  lac«* 

Mf .  C.  W.  Wynm  observed,  that  at  the 
danae  rtood«  it  would  appear^  thai  a  pei^ 
•on  tossing  an  old  woman's  laceoMbkm 
into  the  fire  would  constasuta  a  capital  of- 
feaoc.  He  asked  whetlMr  it  was  to  be  so 
nnderstovd  ? 

The  Ammty  General  did  net  think  that 
snch  ao  act  as  that  instanced  by  his  hen. 
and  learned  friend  oeuld  be  prosecuted  to 
eonvictien,  becavse  the  bench  and  the 
jary  would  both  be  of  opinion  that  the 
nialicioas  intent  to  <)eitroy  that  trade 
weald  not  hare  been  safflciently  nwde 
oat. 

8ir  S.  Aom%iaid,  that  if  the  ease  mm- 
posad  by  his  hen.  and  learned  friend  did 
not  come  within  the  meaning  ef  the  act, 
he  oonceiTttd  that  it  might  stilt  operate  in 
a  manner  in  which  it  was  not  intended  to 
act.  K  an  inditidaal  in  a  passion  should 
dama|pe  or  inf«re  one  of  hismaster's  took 
used  ra  that  trade,  as  tbe  clause  at  preaeot 
stood,  such  conduct  would  come  within 
dM  meaning  ef  the  act.  It  might  be  that 
in  such  a  case  the  law  would  not  be  exe- 
cuted, but  was  ft  for  parliament  to  make 
laws  so  creel  in  their  operations  that  per- 
aans  con? icted  on  them  were  seS^red  to 
escape  on  that  acceuni  ?  He  would  submit 
k  to  the  right  bon.  gentleman,  whether  it 
might  not  be  better  to  alter  it,  by  inserting 
the  words  ^  any  three  or  more  combining 
maliciously  to  break,  kc" 

The  ChimctVar  ^ihe  Ei:ckequer  ihoaght, 
if  the  proposition  of  his  bon.  and  learned 
friend  were  adopted,  the  mischief  would 
oot  be  put  a  stop  to  by  this  act,  as  the 
rioters  al  Nottingham  had  acted  through- 
out with  so  much  system  and  contrivance, 
that  he  bad  no  doubt  but  if  that  amend- 
ment were  made,  tber  would  evade  tbe 
law,  by  sending  into  the  different  ceUages 
nne  man  eoly  to  destroy  the  frames. 
However  ibev  might  regret  that  to  which 
die  letter  of  the  law  might  by  possibility 
lead,  he  thought  they  ought  to  proceed  on 
tbe  established  principle  of  comprehend- 
ing to  a  certainty,  that  which  the  law  was 
intended  to  meet,  al  the  risk  of  including 
what  it  was  not  designed  to  include. 

Mr.  Ahmtmnby  supportod  tbe  amend- 
mant. 

Mr./.  SiiM objected  to  tbe  generality 
of  the  word ''  damaged/^  wUch  he  thonght 
ttlgbt  be  given  up,  as  the  Bitt  wonlibe 
•omnletely  efiMent  without  it. 

Mr.  9imem  supported  ike  clanse  as  it 
•lood,  and  was  of  syhidoartmlthe  amend- 


ment  would  destroy  tbe  eftet  of  the  BUL 
Mr.  BoAAnrii  thimght  that  if  thaok^act 
of  the  Bfll  was  mersly  to  increase  the  nn* 
nisbHMnt»  the  former  act  ought  to  be  Ml- 
lowed  up  to  the  letter  in  every  thing  else- 
Mr.  Leigk  Kock  supported  the  clause. 
Tbe  Aiwney-OmenU  apprehended  thai 
the  objeot  ef  the  rioters  waa  to  prarent 
the  work  from  going  forward,  and  there* 
fore  maintained  it  waa  of  the  utmost  cen* 
sequence  to  check  thenu    No  incoove* 
nieoce  eeuld  follow  from  leaving  a  discva* 
tien  to  the  jndgee. 

8ir  &  EmmOy  declined  pressmg  tbo 
amendment. 

Mr.  Loekkmri  propoeed  a  clanse  for  the 
purpoee  of  alkwing  tbe  prisooers  whn 
should  ha  triad  under  this  act,  the  bdnafit 
of  comiseL    It  was  agreed  open  all  handa 
that  the  crime  was  great ;  by  some  it  waa 
represented  as  approaching  to  high  trsasei^ 
a  cironamtanoe  whic^  must  expoee  tboaa 
who  were  accused  of  it  to  the  indigsatiosi 
of  the  community ;  but  it  occurred  to  hkn, 
that  for  that  very  reason  the  person  to  bo 
tried  should  be  afforded  the  privilege  ia> 
tended  by  his  dense*    All  he  asked  was» 
that  theyshould  be  placed  on  tbe  same  foot* 
ing  with  those  charged  with  misdemeanora. 
He  never  conld  find  upon  what  principle 
persons  tried  for  their  lives  were  refoaad 
this  benefit.    It  waa  stated  by  some,  tbat 
the  judge  waa  oonnsel  for  the  prisooor; 
but  the  judge  waa  bound  to  state  what 
asade  against  him  as  well  as  what  made 
for  him;   and  therefore  in  that  sense  oenid 
not  be  said  to  be  his  counsel.    In  the  case 
of  Patch,  it  was  stated  by  Mr.  Seijeant 
Best,  that  the  principle  upon,  which  comn* 
sel  was  refosed  wm,  that  the  case  abonld 
be  so  clear  against  the  prisoner  as  not  to 
render  counsel  necessary.    A  third  prin* 
oiple  stated,  was,  that  it^  would  occasion 
the  delay  of  canses.    But  neither  of  them 
appeared  to  him  to  establish  the  necessity 
of  such  refosal  in  all  cases:  be  therefore 
should  propose  theclause  as  he  had  already 
stated. 
Mr.  a  W.  Wym  aecoeded  tbe  motioiib 
Mr.  Secretary  Jfyder  said  his  hen.  and 
learned  friend  had  not  stated  any  thing  In 
shew  that  this  case  difered  from  ordinarr 
cases  of  fekmy.    With  respect  to  high 
treason,  it  wm  an  ofiencoMsmisrsifSM 
tbe  reason  why  counsel  were  ailowad  wa«9 
bocinse  it  might  be  ando  an  OMpoe  off 
poKtioal  opmssioit.    He  qooled  tho  Mi 
of  Oeorge  ttie  ivd,  to  show  tbat  for  thn 
preteiaion  of  the  woqUen  and  velvot  mn» 
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iMIir  lo  dMl  wliick  be  bad  pra|Mid  ia 
tiM  |>reiettt  inHftBoe,  and  ibat  tto  escep- 
liMi  waa  made  of  the  natare  of  tbat  sub- 
aitlad  by  bit  boo.  and  learned  friend. 

Tbe  elaase  was  rejected. 

Mr^  Secretary  Byder  propased  an 
amendwenti  for  the  purpose  of  aHering 
tbe  preaaable  of  the  bilh  soas  to  shew  that 
It  was  framed  to  meet  a  particnlar  occa- 
sm;  which,  after  some  desultory  con- 
▼ersation,  was  agp-eed  to.  The  report  was 
tbeo  brought  tip,  and  ordered  to  be  taken 
mio  further  consideration  to-morr«w. 

N4nrTiNOHAM  Pbacb  Bill.]  Mr.  Secre- 
tary J(fdir  mored  that  the  Honse  do  re* 
aolW  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Hoase^  «pon  the  Rll  for  the  more  eBsc- 
laal  preserratioR  of  the  Peace  within  the 
cannty  of  Nettingham,  and  tbe  town  and 
•annty  of  the  town  of  Nottingham. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wpm  soggested  tbe  propriety 
ef  ezteiNKsg  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  to 
any  other  connty  where  similar  dis- 
torbanoes  existed,  or  were  likely  to  exist. 

Mr.  Lti^  Ktck  wished  that  they  might 
bo  extandsd  to  tbe  county  of  Leicester. 

Mr.  Soeratary  ^dur  obsenred^  that  the 
Mil  bad  been  suggested  by,  and  drawn  in 
tbe  oeuAty  of  Nottingham,  and  then  sent 
«p  to  him.  Afler  it  had  been  revised  by 
tba  law  officers  of  the  crown,  he  had  sent 
kdowA  again  to  the  county  of  Nottingham, 
ta  order  that  he  might  be  assured^  before 
be  submitted  it  to  th«  House,  that  it  bad 
received  the  concorrence  of  the  magis* 
traey  of  that  county.  If  any  bon.  mem- 
ber would  declare  that  the  magistrates  of 
^e  county  of  Leicester,  or  of  any  other 
county,  were  desirous  to  have  the  provi- 
asons  of  tbe  bill  extended  to  them,  be  should 
bave  no  objection  to  move  an  instruction 
So  tbe  commitiee  to  that  eflect ;  but  it 
ou|;kt  not  to  be  forgotten  that  those  pro- 
visions imposed  a  heavy  mental  and  bcKdily 
duty  on  those  who  were  to  execute  them. 

Mr.  Ln^  K^ck,  although  certainly  he 
waa  not  distinctly  authorised  on  the  sub- 
ject, bad  yet  no  hesitation  in  declaring, 
mm  tbe  part  of  the  magistrates  of  Leices- 
tersbiM^  that  they  were  ready  to  execute 
she  provisions  or  the  act ;  and  he  was 
ivra  tbat  they  would  do  it  ample  jua- 


Mr.  BaMufSen  was  persuaded  that  his 
ban*  friend  was  completely  justified  in 
Ibo  dadaratien  which  he  had  just  made. 
Tbe  magistratea  of  Leicestershire  were 
Bover^tsposed  to  shrink  from  their  duty. 

Mm  O*  Momt^  pressed  she  necessity 
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of  ortending  tbe  provisions  of  the  bill 
to  Derbyshire,  and  mentioned  several  in<* 
stnnces  of  extreme  outrage  in  tha^  coun* 
ty.  He  certainly  could  not  pledge  him« 
self  for  tbe  opinion  of  every  individual 
magistrate  in  Derbyshire,  but  he,  for 
one,  would*  use  all  possible  exertion  to 
enforce  the  measure. 

Mr.  Secretary  Jfyder,  after  what  he 
had  heard,  felt  no  reluctance  whatever  in 
moving  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  tbe  . 
coofimittee  that  they  be  empowered  to 
extend  tbe  prt>visions  of  the  bill  to  any 
other  county  in  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  C  Jr.  Wyim  could  {not  see  the  im* 
proprietv  that  would  attend  the  exten* 
tloa  of  the  bill  to  all  the  counties  in  Great 
Britain,  in  which  the  magistracy  might 
deem  rt  expedient  to  put  the  provtsions  of 
it  into  execution. 

The  instruction  to  the  Committee  was 
then  agreed  to.  On  the  motion  that  the 
l^edcer  do  leave  the  Chair, 

The  Chancellor  9f  ihe  Exchequer  observ- 
ed, that  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  who  had  last  spoken, 
was  one  which,  in  his  opinion,  might  be 
attended  to  with  advantage. 

Mr.  ^ofiMr  asked  whether  It  was  in* 
tended  that  the  measure  should  be  per^ 
manent  or  temporary ;  and  whether  there 
was  any  intention  of  extending  the  pro- 
visions* of  the  bill  to  the  comities  of  North 
Britain. 

The  Chimcellor  of  ihg  Exchequer  replied 
that  whatever  might  be  ultimately  con- 
sidered as  expedient,  in  the  first  instance 
he  conceived  that  the  measure  ought  to 
be  only  temporary.  It  might  be  wise 
to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to 
North  Britain,  but  in  that  case  it  would 
be  necessary  to  submit  them  to  legal  opi- 
nions in  that  country. 

Mr.  Homer  agreed  with  tbe  right  hon. 
gentleman  that  the  measure  ought  to  be 
temporary.  But  was  it  meant  to  confine 
tbe  operation  of  the  bill  to  such  outraffea 
only  as  those  in  which  the  nece5sity  for 
it  originated,  or  to  extend  it  to  other 
outrages?  If  there  was  any  intention  of 
extending  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to 
the  counties  of  North  Britsin,  such  a 
measure  would  require  deliberation.  ''  bi 
his  opinion  a  separate  bill  woulcf  be  ne- 
cessary. * 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  remarked,  that 
he  bad  been  induced,  in  the  first  instance, 
not  to  propose  the  extension  of  thr  pro* 
visions  to  all  the  counties  of  Great  Bri- 
tain^ from  tbe  eesvideratioa  that  the  pro^ 
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irisionsof  it  were  qhiefly,  if  not  9oleIy> 
applicable  to  the  description  of  disturb- 
ance which  they  were  framed  to  re* 
press. 

The  Hoase  then  resolved  itself  into'  a 
committee  on  the  bill.  After  discussion 
the  blanks  were  filled  up,  and  the  House 
having  been  resumed,  the  Report  was 
brought  up  and  ordered  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  on  Monday. 

HOUSE    OF   LORDS. 

Thursday,  February  20. 

Prince  Regent's  Message  respecting 
Lord  Wellington.]  The  Prince  Re- 
gent's Message  respecting  lord  Welling- 
ton  having  been  read. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool,  in  rising  to  mov^ 
an  Address  to  his  Royal  Highness,  in  an- 
swer to  this  communication,  observed, 
that  the  first  object  to  which  he  desired 
to  call  their  lordships'  attention,  was ,  that 
the  act  of  conferring  upon  lord  Welling- 
ton a  higher  rank  m  the  peerage,  was 
the  first  exercise  of  the  Prince  Regent's 
unrestrained  prerogative.  The  reason 
why  he  adverted  to  this  peculiar  circum- 
stance was,  that,  while  all  must  be  sensi- 
ble how  well  earned  these  honours  bad 
been, — while  the  country  must  feel  the 
highest  satisfaction  at  their  being  confer- 
red, considering  the  foundation  on  which 
they  rested, — and  while  lord  Wellington 
himself  must  fee)  gratified  at  this  acknow- 
ledgment of  his  merits,  be,  their  lordships 
and  the  whole  nation,  might  have  the 
farther  gratification  of  knowing,  that  the 
reward  must  derive  a  still  brighter  lustre 
from  the  time  and  manner  in  which  it 
was  given.  He  wished  to  direct  their 
lordships'  attention  to  this  circumstance, 
also,  as  a  test  of  the  high  gratification 
which  bis  Royal  Highness  would  always 
Jiave  in  rewarding  public  men  for  public 
services — as  a  test  that  he  regarded  his 
prerogative  as  vested  in  him  for  such  im- 
portant purposes — as  a  test  that  he  never 
would  feel  so  thoroughly  pleased  at  its 
exercise,  as  when  he  employed  it  in  pay- 
ing  the  just  tribute  of  honour  and  applause 
to  undoubted  and  distinguished  merit. 
Every  class  in  the  community  must  feel 
.gratified  at  this  first  act  of, his  Royal 
Hi^hmess  after  the  termination  of  the  rer 
strictions.  The  public  must  look  with 
the  highest  satisfaction  on  this  proof  of 
attention  to  one  who  had  deservetJ  so  well 
of  his  country  ;  while  those  who  were 
.engaged  in  the  most  important  of  public 
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daties,  woold  feel  an  additiotial  ationliM 
to  their  exertions  when  tbey  saw  desert 
and  service  so  faithfully  rewarded ^-^Thte 
much  he  had  felt  himself  called  upen  t9 
say ;  but  it  was  not  his  with  to  dilate  at 
present  upen  the  services  of  the  earl  of 
Wellington.     He  had,  6n  other  ooeaaioiMs 
had   opportunities  of  dwelling  upon  his 
merits,  and  endeavouring,  as  far  sis  in  bioa 
lay,    to  impress   others  with   that  deep 
sense  of  them  which  he  himself  emer- 
tained.    To  enter  now  at  any  4engtb'upen 
that  subject,  would  only  be  an  unneoe»- 
sary  waste  of  their  lordships'  time.     The 
actions  of  the  earl  of  Wellington  spoke 
his  praises  with  eloqueiKe  far  more  in- 
pressive  than  any  wonls  he  ceuld  uie  ( 
but  there  were  two  or  three  considera- 
tions connected  with  the  subject  which 
he  found  it  impossible   to  pass  over  ia 
silence.    The  first  was,  that  this  hono«r 
had  been  conferred,  and  the  provisioB  to 
support    it    recommended,    withoet  -tho 
knowledge  of  the  noble  earl,  or  any  coot- 
munication  with  him  (Hear,  hear,  firoin 
marquis  Wellesley.)      The  second* con- 
sideration was,  that  when  the  Prince  Re- 
gent  of  Portugal  conferred  upon  the  earl 
of  Wellington  the  highest  honciur  whiok 
the  crown  of  Portugal  could  hestow,  be 
proposed  to  accompany  this  honour  with 
a  pension  of  20,000  crowns.     Their  lord- 
ships would  recollect  what  the  state  of 
that  country  was  at  the  time,— impove- 
rished and  exhausted  by  the  inroads  and 
wanton  excesses  of  the  enemy,  and   the 
exertions  necessary  to  be  made  for  repell- 
ing the  invaders.    Their  lordships  would 
remember,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Portu- 
gal had  been  compelled  to  appeal  to  the 
parliament  of  this  country,  to  enable  theoa 
to  re-establish  their  domestic  affiiirs,  and 
to  provide  the  means  of  existence. .  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  earl  of  Welling- 
ton was  aware,  that  alt  the  resources  of 
Portugal  were  pressingly  required  for  its 
own  internal  purposes,  and  therefore  did 
not  think  proper  to  avail  himself  of  .the 
provision  made   for  him  by   the   Prince 
Regent  of  that  country.     He  received  the 
honour  conferred  upon  him  as  a  mark  of 
the  approbation  with  which  the  Portii«^ 
guese  government  regarded  his  cendoct  ; 
but  refused  the  emolument  with  which 
it  was  intended  to  accompany  it,  becaoae 
he  thought  it  would  be  pressing  too  severe* 
ly  upon  the  country  in  its  then  exhansled 
condition.    The  third  of  those  couiderA- 
tions  to  which  he  alluded  was,  that  whea- 
the  earl  of  Wellington  was  made  capiam 
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gtMfilof  Spftio,  be  acceplod  the  honour, 
bat  related  ^  P*y  oMnily  attached  to 
the  aitaatioD.  Tbeie  tbiogs  be  thought 
it  right -to  mcBiioi^  and  wu  tore  they 
woold  Bot  fail  of  their  due  effect  upon 
the  minds.of  their  lordships.  But  this  was 
BOt  all :  he  bad  farther  to  remind  them 
that  the  earl  of  Wellington  held  a  charge 
bardljT  erer  coounitted  to  a  British  sub* 
ject  befere'*-a  charge  supported  upon  a 
acale  of  expence,  of  which  their  lordships 
coelii  scarcely  form  an  adequate  concep- 
lien.  This  expence,  boweTer,  be  had 
borne  out  of  his  own  private  fortune, 
though  in  circamstances  but  moderate 
enough  for  supporting  the  rank  of  a  gen- 
tleman ;  that  fortmie,  too,  chiefly  formed 
#f  the  honest  earnings  of  severe  and  dis- 
tinguished serviee.  This  be  bad  stated 
BOt  from  .any  c^^mmuaication  with  the 
noble  lord>  but  from  bis  .own  knowledge. 
The  grant  now  proposed,  therefore,  was 
equally  due,  whether  regarded  as  the  re- 
ward of  splendid  exertions  in  the  service 
of  his  country,  or  as  the  means  of  defray- 
ing the  ezpehces  to  which  the  situation 
which  he  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  pob- 
lic  necessarily  exposed  him.  In  one  sense, 
indeed,  it  was  a  debt  of  bonoar ;  in  ano- 
ther, it  was  no  less  a  debt  of  justice. — 
He  need  not,  be  trusted,  occupy  their 
lordships'  time  any  longer.  Here,  he 
presumed,  there  could  be  n<^  difference 
of  opinion.  He  wished  to  avoid  evei^ 
topic  that  could  possibly  lead  to  opposi- 
tion. L«t  the  earl  of  Wellington's  claims 
rest  upon  their  own  merits,  independent 
of  any  political  questions  with  which  they 
bad  no  connection.  That  the  honour  con- 
ferred by  the  Prince  Regent  bad  been 
most  ricnly  earned,  all  must  admit ;  aud 
from  that,  he  apprehended,  it  followed 
as  a  corollary,  that  they  should  give  the 
jneans  to  support  it.  His  lordship  con- 
cluded by  moving  an  Address  to  the  Prince 
Begent, .  thanking  him  for  the  communi- 
cation, ^c. ;  being,  as  usual,  an  echo  to 
the  Message. 

Earl  GftMvaior  rose,  certainly  not  to 
oppose  the  Address,  but  to  endeavour  to 
persuade  their  lordships  to  extend  the 
grant  considerably.  Whenever  these  ho- 
nours were  conferred  for  great  and  distin- 
guished services,  they  ought  to  be  accom- 
panied with  a  fortune,  sufficient  not  only 
to  enable  the  individual  to  support  his 
difpity,  but  sufficient  to  enable  his  pos- 
terity to  maintain  it  without  becoming 
dependenu  on  the  crown.  Under  this 
impre ssioD,  he  thought  that  ministers  had 


not  gone  far  enough.  He  had  on  a  former 
occasion  observed,  that  in  order  to  reward 
signal  service  with  the  least  expence  to 
the  country,  and  the  least  injury .  to  the 
aristocracy,  a  new  order  ought  to  be  cre- 
ated in  the  constitution;  with  a  rank  equal 
to  the  peerage.  The  ord^r  of  the  Bath^ 
for  instance^  might  be  advanced  to  a  rank 
equal  at  least  to  that  of  a  baron.  The 
dignity  would  then  be  only  for  life  ;  and 
the  objection  as  to  dependence  upon  the 
crown  would  be  at  an  end.  The  noble 
earl  referred  to  three  cases  in  our  history 
as  instances  of  splendid,  moderate^  and  in- 
adequate provision  made  for  individuals 
advanced  to  the  peerage.  The  first  was 
the  case  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough. 
No  one  could  look  at  the  splendid  palace 
of  Blenheim  without  admiration  of  the 
actions  that  could  deserve  so  brilliant  a 
reward,  and  of  the  munificence  which  had 
conferred  it.  The  next  was  the  case  of 
the  late  lord  Nelson.  There,  indeed,  a 
sum  of  100,000/.  had  been  given,  and  he 
was  far  from  thinking  that  it  was  too  largest 
The  .third  was  the  case  of  the  late  lord 
Chatham,  whose  great  talents  and  elor 
qnence  exerted  in  the  public  service  had 
justified  his  exaltation  to  the  peerajre* 
Yet  lord  Chatham  must  have  strongly  teit 
the  unpleasant  situation  in  which  his  pos- 
terity would  be  placed.  They  could  have 
no  means  of  supporting  in  a  proper  man- 
ner the  rank  to  which  they  had  been  raised 
without  some  of  the  offices  in  the  gift  of 
the  crown.  This  he  was  sore  could  not 
fail  to  be  a  very  disagreeable  situation. 
The  practice  of  giving  peerages,  without 
adequate  fortunes,  if  carried  to  a  great 
extent,  might  be  fatal  to  the  independence 
of  the  aristocracy.  Reverting  to  the  point 
more  immediately  before  the  House,  his 
lordship  observed,  that  whatever  difference 
of  opinion  tbere  might  be  as  to  the  policy 
of  the  war  in  Spain,  there  could  \>e  none 
with  regard  to  the  merits  of  loi-d  Wellington. 
His  only  objection  was,  that  his  services 
had  not  been  sufficiently. rewarded.  The 
noble  secretary  himself  had  stated,  that 
lord  Wellington's  fortune  was  bot  mode- 
rate. Why  then  not  grant  a  much  larger 
sum?  He  should  say,  that  in  addition* to 
the  annuity,  a  sum  of  100,000/.  should  be 
granted,  that  his  lordship's  posterity  might 
nut  be  compelled  to  become  dependimts 
of  the  crown.  If  that  should  not  be  ac- 
ceded to,  he  hoped,  at  least,  that  the  an- 
nuity should  be  made  6,000/.  instead  of 
2,000/.  or  at  the  verv  lowest  that  it  might 
be  4,000/.  He  could  not,  in  point  of  order, 
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oAr  May9£lhem  addhioot  aft  pretenl; 
but  wken  tiks  Bill  cune  btfem  the  Hmm, 
he  thoald  lake  the  Hber^  of  moriiup  an 
emeiMkneiit.  There  ivere  aeme  worai  ia 
the  Adclreis^  howeTer^  te  wfakh  he  ooeM 
not  agree.  The  words  were*  jthad  the 
aenrkesoflord  WeUiBgton  ia  Sf>ain  had 
heen  ^  emioei^y  beneficial  to  the  inte* 
retftaof  the  kingdom/'  Though  he  al- 
lowed the  great  merits  of  lord  WelKngtoo 
in  their  atmoet  extent^  yet  he  could  not 
approve  of  words  which  seemed  lo  con- 
vey an  optflion  &?0Qrable  to  the  policy  of 
Ihe  war  in  the  peniosala.  It  was  ea  this 
groond  solely  that  he  objected  to  them, 
and  conid  not  soffitr  the  Address  to  pass 
without  sUting  bis  disapprobation.  U 
was  impossible,  he  admitted,  to  speak  in 
toe  high  terms  of  the  gallant  exploit  at 
Ciodad  Rodrigo  ;  bat  be  was  by  no  means 
convinced  that  it  tended  much  to  fiMther 
the  great  object  of  the  war.  It  might  be 
called  the  key  of  Spaio»  bat  would  it  open 
the  gates  of  Madrid  ?  A  great  object 
might  have  been  gained,  if  the  passes  of 
lihe  Pyrenees  had  been  occupied,  as 
had  once  been  suggested  ;  but  whether 
this  could  have  been  done,  4>r  net,  he 
yeally  did  not  know.  But  unless  we 
in  concert  with  our  allies  made  one 
gi«at  efibrt,  the  continoanee  of  the  con- 
test would  be  a  mere  useleM  waste  of 
blood  and  treasure.  If  that  could  not  be 
done,  we  ought  to  have  recourse  to  the  ma- 
ritime system  which  had  been  eo  strongly 
focommended.  The  present  system,  he 
was  convinced,  couki  not  lead  to  any  be- 
neficial result.  He  would  net  trouble 
their  lordships  farther  at  present,  as  he 
might  have  another  opportunity  of  de* 
liveriug  his  sentiments. 

The  ouestion  on  the  Address  was  then 
fu^  and  carried  unanimously. 

H0U8E  OF  COMMONS. 

Thuraday,  Ftbnuuy  dO. 

Feami  Woer  Bill.]  Mr.  Secretary 
^fdtr  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
third  reading  of  the  Bill  for  the  more 
exemplary  punishment  of  persons  destroy- 
ing or  injuring  anv  Stocking  or  Lace 
Frames,  or  other  machines  or  eagines  used 
in  the  Frame-work  knitted  manuisictory, 
or  any  articles  or  goods  in  such  Frames  or 
Bfachines. 

Mr.  jRa/dUMON  said«  that  he  would  be 
the  last  man  in  that  House  to  defend  or 
justify  the  outrages  against  which  (his 
Bill  had  been  provided ;  hut  it  was  a  mft- 


terial  poiilt  ta  nKurtain,  iMfoe  it  i 
iatoa  law,  whether  It couUhava  the 
sired  efiect  of  putting  aetopto  thasaou^ 
ragae.  He  4id  not  think  it  could  ;und  he 
wasfortiiad  in  that  epiaion  by  the  fraak 
declaration  of  the  right  hen.  Secmtary, 
who  had,  in  introducing  thoBill,  protested 
against  pledging  iuoMelf  to  the  uttioMCi 
sacoess  of  his  awn  meaean.  After  so 
strange,  but  so  axjpHcit  an  avawal  on  the 
part  of  the  origmator  4if  the  BiH,  ha 
thought  it  became  the  Hoase  to  be  caa* 
tious  of  adding  to  the  pile  of  their  penal 
laws,  one  of  which  thsiy  only  oouJd  be 
certain,  that  it  might  take  away  amm* 
lives  without  at  all  reawainiag  thmr  ef« 
fences.  The  law  which  had  been  the 
professed  modal  of  the  present  Bill,  made 
the  effimoe  of  Frame-Breaking  a  tnoN 
spartahle  felony  ■■  the  penal^,  however, 
was  departed  m>m,  and  the  ei^nce  made 
a  capttal  felony.  The  reason  Ibr  this 
cfaangedid  not  appear.  It  hind  been  said 
that  under  the  fermer  actno  persons  eouM 
be  brought  to  discover,  if  it  had  bean  so 
dittcult  ta  get  witoesiHMi  to  prosecute  to 
cenvidson,  when  the  oienca  was  only 
transportable,  woald  it  be  less  eo  undw' 
the  present  act,  when  the  conviction  a^ 
fected  life  ?  He  tboarht  rather  that  this 
very  alteration  would  enhance  the  difll* 
eulty  it  was  intended  to  obviate.  Bel 
they  had  not  merely  the  authority  of  the 
right  boa.  Secretary  against  his  own  mea- 
sare^-^hey  had  that  of  the  minister  him- 
self, who  had  expressed  bis  apprehensions 
that  this  offence  had  not  yet  reached  its 
heighti— that  it  might  vet  proceed  to  an 
alarming  extent,  and  reach  perhaps 
throughout  a  great  part  of  the  manufele* 
taring  system  of.  the  country.  If  the  evil 
now  to  be  provided  against  was  sa  to  an* 
crease,  even  under  the  operation  of  this 
statute,  why  enact  it  at  all?  They  were  not 
pledged  to  this  particalar  act.  Why  not 
look  anxiously  Ibr  some  better  reosedy  i 
For  surely  gentlemen  would  not  contend, 
that  that  which  could  do  nothing  was  the 
best  possible  remedy  the  case  adaMtled 
of.  What  had  been  the  immediate  caam 
of  these  outrages  ?  Distress  perhaps  on* 
paralleled.  Did  not  this  involve  a  eoup 
ekleration  that  boand  them  to  reflect  upon 
the  Bseasures  that  had  created  that  dia- 
tress?  Why  net  then  fim  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  ttiat  distrem?  If  they  haA  been 
pursuing  a  system  which,  in  its  eenea* 
quenees,  threatened  the  peopla  with  ha^ 
gary  and  want,  it  was  their  hoandea  4a^ 
to  atop,  and  changt  that  aysteai^  hafasa 
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tiMf  ttal«il  An  act  to  liai^vp  tilt  people 
fbi  onlraget  into  wbich  iJMir  owo  mal-acU 
mmislrttMii  had  dnren  tbtm.  They  had 
Ho  right  to  ha  fo  very  kaeo  and  prompt  in 
panishisf  the  rnadocM  which  they  then* 
aeW ea  aught  have  oecasioned.  They  had 
been  called. apon  to  be  firsHi^et  them  be 
firm  in  resisting  the  outrages  of  the  }aw« 
less ;  hot  pertinacions  obstinacy  in  resist^ 
ing  the  cinnplaints  of  a  distressed  people, 
was  no  part  of  that  firmnesi.  Bnt  ac* 
cording  to  their  own  shewing,  where  was 
the  firmness  in  making  an  inefiectoal 
aheir  of  power— in  doing  that  which  cooid 
do  notliinff  ?  Wobid  this  act  do  away  the 
nnparalleied  distress  that  had  provoked, 
aad  BMist  continoe  to  proroke,  these  out* 
rages?  And  if  it  did  not,  why  not  try  to 
trace  that  distress  to  its  true  cause,  and 
remedy  it  at  once  ?  But  mark  the  incon- 
aislancy  of  ministers^  who  admitted  and 
dented  the  ezisleDce  and  extent  of  that 
distsess,  according  aa  such  admission 
or  denial  was  meant  te  square  with 
the  topic  then  to  be  disposed  of.  If  the 
eficacy  of  the  Orders  in  Council  was  im* 
peaobed,  instantly  this  distress  became 
comparatire  eommerckl  prosperity.  The 
trade  of  the  enem^  was  annihilated,  and 
ours  was  pregressiTely  prosperous;  but 
when  the  House  was  to  be  called  upon 
Cmt  another  penal  statute,  and  when 
the  unprecedented  distresses  of  the  peo* 
pie  were  attempted  to  be  traced  to 
thetr  natural  soarce«-<the  unprecedented 
errois  of  the  gevemment-*then,  indeed, 
the  estent  of  &e  calamity  was  admitted, 
and  ascribed  to  the  wide  and  heavy  ope- 
ration of  those  Decrees  which  they  bad 
becfr  told,  the  Orders  in  Council  had  ren- 
dered altogether  nugatory  and  futile* 
Could  the  people  think  th«m  sincere  in 
their  professions  to  reliete  their  pressures, 
when  they  found  them  thus  sporting  with 
their  distresses?  An  allusion  had  been 
made  to  that  part  of  the  Jewish  law  which 
oondemned  children  who  rebelled  against 
iheir  paraits^  to  be  taken  without  the 
gates  of  the  city  and  there  stoned  to  death 
«Mbnt  were  there  no  obligations  on  the 
partof  the  parent?  If  the  parents  pro- 
fligately  and  desperately  consumed  the 
auihetance  of  their  children,  deprired  them 
of  their  birth-right,  and  all  means  of  living, 
weeechikiren  so  abused  bomid  by  all  thaSe 
ttiong  ties  of  tendMrnem  and  piet^r  which 
coMMct  those  sacred  relationships  in  ordi- 
nary life?  He,  for  his  part,  was  shocked  to 
aeeiNSch total indiifereBce on  the  partofmi- 
MtMBte  the  sufeiRgsofthit  dasaoftheif 
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niiatfrable  fellow  subjects.    In  die  nwiat  of 
those  sufferings  he  cdled  for  inquiry  into 
the  causes  of  them«    They  were  bound  to 
knew  what  those  people  sufifered  before 
they  could  ascertain  the  amount  of  Mt 
criminality  which  their  miseries  had  ex* 
torted,  and  which  they  were  now  geing 
to  punish  with  death.     Was  it  the  war? 
or  the  mode  of  carrying  on  the  war  ?  or 
were  they  to  look  at  borne  for  the  fatal 
oause*-was  it  to  be  traced  to  a  total  aban^ 
donment  of  all  economy  at  home  ^  If  it 
was  one  of  those,  apply  the  remedy  to  the 
source,  and  do  not  begin  by  uraaecessarily 
cutting  off  the  extremities.    AAer  vannt^ 
ing  so  mnch  about  the  prosperity  of  the 
country,  was  this  the  comment  put  b^  mi^ 
nisters  upoii  it  ?   They  sent  out  this  act 
to  tell  the  people  ef  their  commercial  proa* 
perity— this  first  act  ef  what  nmy  yet  be 
folkiwed  by  a  bloody  code-*^«n  act  that 
professedly  oan  neither  remedy  nor  |Hte^ 
Tent,  but  hang  the  criminal  without  putting 
a  stop  to  the  crime.    It  was  rather  an  ia# 
auspicious  act  for  this  new  administration 
to  commence  with.    They  begin  their  new 
government  of  a  new  ssra  by  adding  to 
the  capital    crimes  of  the    country,  an 
ofience  arisins  outef  the  desperation  of 
unexampled  distresse^-this,  he  most  Uj^ 
was  rather  an  unfortunsrte  beginning  at  sn 
prosperous  an  ssra  for  so  untortonate  a  set 
of  nmustefs!    He  asked  if  they  had  yet 
given  the  people  one  practical  pledge  of 
their  sincerity  in  the  cause  of  economical 
reform?    They  bad  been  lately  making 
enormous  additions  to  their  civil  establiib- 
ments,  and  since   that  they   had  again 
thrown  back  the  Reversion  Bill  upon  the 
discotrtents  of  the  country..  An  hon.  gen* 
tleman  (Mr.  Herbert)  had  Ulked  of  the 
White  Boy  system  in  Ireland,  and  said, 
that  if  the  Irish  Parliament  had  not  re* 
sorted  to  those  vigorous  measures  which 
were  proposed  in  the    present  instance^ 
that  system  might  net  have  been  put  down. 
He  (Mr.  H.)  could  not  kelp  thinking  this 
a  most  unfortunate  allusion.    The  White 
Boys  broke  out  in  17^ — at  that  period^ 
owing  to  a  great  dearth  of  cattle  in  conse*   " 
qoenee  of  a  general  murrain  in  the  north 
of  Europe,  cattle  in  Ireiaod  brought  $a 
high  a  price,  that  it  became  an  object  with 
qsany  landholders  to  tarn  their  arable  into 
pasture-— a  system  that,  by  taking  in  all 
the  commom^,  operated  in  the  most  hsrd 
way  upon tiie  poor peaeantry.    Thisnro* 
dnced  the  Insurrection  denominated  Wltite 


t.  Cf#f.--»MP#  Speaker,  I  ^rliHnre 
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to  ask  whether  the  hoiL  gentlemfth  is  in 
orden 

The  Speaker.  I  hardly  know  how  to 
answer  that  question.  If  the  hon.  gen* 
tlemaa  is  in  order,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  dis- 
cover how  he  is  so  (hear,  hear !) 

Mr.  Hif/cA«iMOfi.«*The  riots  of  the  White 
Beys  were  adduced  as  analogous  to  those 
of  the  Frame  Breakers.  We  were  told 
that  the  same  vigour  which  had  check- 
ed the  one  would  now  be  necessary  to 
fut  down  the  other.  I  answer,  first,  that 
admit  the  analogy,  because  both  species 
of  outrages  originated  in  iniquitous  griev- 
ances and  hard&ips ;  and,  secondly,  that 
as  the  White  Boys  were  put  down  by  re- 
dress of  their  grievances,  and  not  by  the 
rigour  of  law,  that  according  to  the  same 
anaWgy,  you  are  bound  to  inquire  into  the 
grievances  of  the  Frame  Breakers,  and  to 
remedy  them  without  delay,  as  the  most 
effectual  way  of  putting  a  stop  to  these 
outrages.  I  know  not.  Sir,  whether  you 
can  now  perceive  the  applicability  of  my 
argument;  or. whether  you  are  still  at  a 
loss  to  discover  whether,  in  urging  it,  I  am 
within  the  limits  of  order.  I  repeat,  then, 
that,  the  vigour  of  the  law  failed  in  putting 
down  the  White  Boys — that  it  will  fail  in 
putting  down  the  Frame  Breakers.  But 
is  it  meant  that  the  one  should  be  the  pure 
model  of  the  other?  Would  you  introduce 
the  pitch  cap,  and  the  other  memorable 
insignia  of  torture,  so  well  known  in  lre-> 
land,  though  not  understood  here  ?  Would 
you  introduce  them  into  England  ?  The 
White  Boy  code  was  fit  only  for  tlie  meri- 
dian of  Barbary,  as  it  had,  indeed,  been 
well  described  by  a  most  iutelligenc  writer 
on  the  state  of  Ireland.  But  look  at  this 
subject  as  you  wilt,  you  are  forced  to  the 
consideration  of  the  caune— >are  any  por- 
tion of  the  people  of  England  given  to 
wanton  riots  ?  was  this  the  national  cha- 
racter ?  was  it  the  character  of  the  manu- 
facturing part  of  the  country  ?  were  they 
not  proverbially  a  grave,  plodding,  quiet, 
discreet>  sedate,  bosiness^involved  class  of 
men  ?  What  but  intolerable  distress  could 
drive  such  a  class  to  lawless  outrage ;  and 
if  the  distress  was  too  great  to  be  borne, 
the  legislature  was  bound  to  interpose 
some  remedy,  and  not  hang  men  because 
they  could  not  suflfer  beyond  human  na- 
ture. I  have  now  stated  my  objections  to 
this  measure,  and  condole  with  the  new 
minister  that  auch  should  be  the  first  act 
of  this  new  sera  of  the  flourishing  state  of 
the  empire.  The  proofs  of  such  national 
prosperity  were   nnfortunattly  but   too 


equrrocal,  if  they  were  to  be  ib«iid  only 
in  such  a  measure  as.tfaat  vrhicfa  they  «r«  - 
now  about  to  pass,  or  in  a  rapture  witll 
America ;  or  in  the  midst  of  such  general 
peril,  in  the  alarming  discontents  asKi 
alienation  of  the  Irish  people.  The  man 
who  can  repose  confidence  in  those  nit« 
nisters  who  have  brought  the  emptre  to 
such  a  state,  is  not  only,  in  my  opinion^ 
incapable  of  forming  a  sane  judgmeat, 
but  would  deserve,  vHiile  he  ranted  about 
our  national  prosperity,  to  be  hung  up  in 
a  cage  to  the  gaze  of  the  starving  rniilti* 
tudes  in  this  country,  and  himself  be  maiitf 
the  sport  of  those,  upon  whose  miseries  he 
could  pass  so  cruel  a  mockery.  If  the 
Bill  does  pass  without  inquiry,  I  trust  tfaes. 
the  people  of  England  will  proceed  to 
hold  constitutional  meetings,  and  resort 
to  every  constitutional  mode  of  redress. 
I  hope  that  they  will  at  length  make 
that  voice  be  heard  within  these  walls 
which  has  had  for  so  long  a  time  such 
little  influence  upon  our  counsels. 

Mr.  Sinclair  said : — I  rise,  SSr,-  to  gtre 
my  decided  support  to  this  measure,  the 
necessity  of  which  I  both  acknowledge 
and  lament  Though  for  the  most  part 
disposed  to  concur,  on  the  subject  of  ca« 
pital  punishments,  with  an  hon.  and  learn* 
ed  gentleman  opposite  (sir  S.  RomtHy,) 
whose  humane  and  enlightened  exertions 
for  mitigating  the  rigour  of  the  Feaal 
Code,  entitle  nim  to  the  gratitilde  of  htt 
country;  yet  on  the  other  bisnd,  I  contend, 
that  cases  may  occur  (of  which  I  concave 
the  present  to  be  an  instance)  in  which 
lenity  to  the  aggressors,  is  cruelty  to  the 
injured.  The  first  clause  of  this  Bill,  by 
which  the  perpetration  of  these  outrage* 
is  rendered  a  capital  ofience,  may  not,  it 
is  true,  facilitate  the  detection  of  the  past» 
but  will  (I  trust)  be  conducive  to  the  pre* 
vention  of  similar  enormiiies  in  fiitore— • 
whilst  the  second  clause,  which  enforces 
the  necessity  of  giving  early  information 
when  an  outrage  has  been  committed, 
will  powerfully  second  the  exertions  of  the 
magistrates  to  bring  the  ofienders  to  jus- 
tice. When  the  punishment  of  death  &u 
long  subsisted  against  a  particular  criaM, 
it  may  perhaps  be  viewed  with  less  terror 
by  o&nders,  as  the  nature  of  the  critne 
and  that  of  the  penalty  attached  to  it  are 
equally  familiar  to  their  minds ;  but  wheft 
it  is  for  the  first  time  enacted  against  aH 
ofienoe,  to  which  a  slighter  pnnishaieal 
was  attached  before,  it  cannot,  I  thiok,- 
iail  to  deter  many  persons  from  engaging 
at  all  in  the  crime,  ahd  recall  many  otbert 
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to  a  sense  of  wfaitt  they  owe  to  thcoiselTei 
and  to  their  families.  We  need  not  be 
afraid  of  the  judgment  of  posterity  on  the 
subject  of  this  law.  Whilst  they  depre- 
cate its  rigour,  they  will  acknowledge  its 
necessity ;  and  only  consider  it  as  a  tern- 
porarv  remedy  for  a  temporary  evil,  aris- 
ipe,  f  trust,  from  temporary  causes.«-Sir, 
I  should  have  thought  that  the  candid  and 

gerspicuous  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Qcretary  on  a  former  occasion,  corrobo* 
rated  as  it  was  by  the  members  fur  the 
town  and  county  of  Nottingham,  would 
have  prevented  any  insinuations  from 
being  thrown  out,  that  the  government 
bad  acted  with  supineness  or  inactivity. 
To  such  insinuations  an  honourable  con- 
trast is  afforded  by  the  manly  and  impar- 
tial declaration  of  the  member  for  Bedford 
(Mr.  Whitbread,)  that  in  his  opinion  no- 
thing had  been  left  untried.— Sir,  the  pro- 
tracted  continuance  of  these  disturbances 
does  not  prove  any  remissness  on  the  part 
of  tbe  government,  but  aggravates  the 
criminality  of  the  otifenders.  From  the 
secrecy  with  which  their  atueks  were 
planned,  the  celerity  with  which  they 
were  executed,  and  the  suddenness  with 
which  they  were  renewed'  in  quarters 
where  they  least  were  expected,  I  cannot 
help  inferring  that  their  misconduct  was 
not  ow  ing  to  the  momentary  impulse  of 
distress  or  irritation,  but  to  a  premeditated 
plan  of  systematic  aggression,  which  cer- 
tainly rendered  vigilance  and  energy  on 
tbe  part  of  the  government  doubly  neces- 
sary, but  must  also  in  many  instances  have 
rendered  them  ineffectual.— Sir,  1  sincerely 
hope  that  the  complete  restoration  of  tran- 
quillity may  render  it  unnecessary  to  have 
f  ecourse  to  the  provisions  of  this  act^  but, 
on  the  other  Hand,  I  trust,  that  if  a  conti- 
nuance of  these  disturbances.sbould  render 
it  expedient,  they  will  be  enforced  with 
vigour,  and  attended  with  success.  With 
regard.  Sic,  to  what  fell  from  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  spoke  last,  if  I  had  entefed 
the  Huuse  in  the  middle  of  his  speech,  I 
should  have  supposed  that  we  were  dis- 
cussing the  state  of  the  nation — a  topic  to 
which  his  arguments  had  a  much  more 
iffunediate  reference  than  to  the  question 
now  under  consideration.  I  shall  not  pre- 
tend to  comment  upon  such  extraneous 
observations.*- Whcfn  the  motion  of  which 
an  hon.  baronet  has  given  noticb  for  an  in- 
quiry into  the  State  of  the  Nation,  is 
^ff^Mlbt  forward,  I  have  no  doubt  that  most 
rf  tii««e  arguments  will  be  repeated,  and 
many  of  them,  I  trust,  satisfactorily  refuted. 
(VOUXXI.) 
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Mr.  Herhert  snid,  that  he  did  notrecom- 
mend  the  mode  of  punishment  adopted  ii^ 
Ireland  against  insurgents  here,  but  gene* 
rally  the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  a 
capital  enactment. 

Sir  A'  Piggott  could  not  refrain,  in  this 
last  stage  ofthe  Bill,  from  repeating  h}t 
objections  to  it,  being  satisfied  that  it  was 
a  measure  calculated  to  mislead  the  pub* 
lie,  and  at  the  same  time  to  operate  as  no 
check  upon  the  outrages  sought  to  be 
corrected.  He  could  not  forbear  express«> 
ing  his  astonishment  that  such  acts  as  had 
lately  been  carried  on  foV  a  series  of 
months  with  impunity  had  not  called  out 
the  inquisitorial  power  of  that  House,  but 
that,  instead  of  sucti  an  inquiry,  an  act 
should  be  introduced,  which  was  calcu* 
lated  for  nothing  but  to  mislead  the  pub« 
lie.  If  such  acts  as  those  sought  to  be 
provided  against,  could  be  carried  on 
without  detection,  what  did  the  present 
Bill  do  to  deter  from  the  commission  of 
them?  Increasing  the  degree  of  punish- 
ment only  tended  to  add  to  the  motives 
which  now  prevailed  in  favour  of  conceal- 
ment, and  to  increase  the  reluctance  to 
give  testimony.  Did  they  not,  however, 
by  the  present  Bill,  furnish  motives  even 
for  the  commission  of  another  crime  of  a 
still  deeper  dye?  Did  they  not  furnish 
persons  already  so  well  disciplined  in  the 
arts  of  concealment  with  a  fresh  motive, 
if  detection  could  not  otherwise  be  se* 
cured,  to  cut  off  the  evidence  against 
them  ?  If  in  any  one  instance  such  an 
occurrence  as  this  were  to  .take  place, 
must  the  House  not  feel  that  they  had 
aggravated,  instead  of  curing  the  evil  ? 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  did  not  conceive 
it  necessary  to  repeat  over  and  over  again, 
the  reasons  which  urged  him  to  the  adop- 
tion of  this  measure.  If  he  had,  however, 
done  so,  be  should  only  be  following  the 
example  of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
who  had  just  sat  down.  He  recommend- 
ed this  Bill  to  the  legislature,  not  in  the 
certainty,  but  in  the  hope  of  puttinjg  down 
the  disturbances  in  Nottinghamshire,  and 
to  shew  the  country  that  every  legislative 
means  were  used,  before  recourse  should 
be  taken  to  measures  of  greater  severity. 
He  was  quite  confident  that  the  suffrage 
of  the   people  would  be  t^ith   this  Bill* 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

Local  Militia  Bill.]  On  the  ord<;r 
of  the  dav  for  the  lecond  r^ing  of  tbe 
Local  Militia  Bill, 

(3K) 
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LoYd  A.  HamiUan  said^  he  thought  that 
the  inconsistency  of  conduct  in  the  House 
on  the  subject  of  ballot,  was  a  matter  of 
verj  serious  regret.  The  ballot  was  now 
the  only  source  resorted  to  for  supplying 
the  military  force  of  the  country,  whereas 
it  had  been  generally  declared  in  that 
House,  within  these  few  years,  to  be  a 
system  which  was  wholly  unfit  to  be 
persevered  in.  Such  an  inconsistency  as 
this,  he  was  afraid,  would  seem  to  justify 
the  suspicion,  that  the  members  of  that 
House  were  not  sufficiently  alive  to  the 
interests  of  that  part  of  the  community, 
who  were  more  peculiarly  exposed  to  the 
burden  of  ballot.  There  was  another  ob* 
jection,  which  struck  him  with  peculiar 
force  on  perusing  the  present  Bill.  Not 
only  were  persons  belonging  to  the  Local 
Militia,  who  were  guilty  of  offences, 
liable  to  the  usual  punishments  inflicted 
in  such  cases,  but  they  were  to  be  liable 
to  the  punishment/ of  being  continued  in 
the  Local  Militia  beyond  the  stipulated 
period  of  their  service ;  not  only  so,  but 
even  to  be  sent  into  the  line,  and  there  to 
be  kept,  for  an  unlimited  period  of  service. 
The  noble  lord  apprehended,  if  this  clause 
was  to  be  allowed  to  continue  in  the  Bill, 
it  would  be  far  from  palatable  with  the 
public.  Imprisonment  too,  his  lordship 
observed,  was  to  be  inflicted  by  this  Bill, 
not  as  a  punish aient,  but  before  trial  for 
any  supposed  oflence.  This  was  such  a 
mixture  of  military  law  as  he  could  not 
think  of  countenancing  in  such  a  Bill  as 
the  present.*  There  was  also  a  large  fine 
of  15/.  a  man  on  the  couoty,  for  every 
man  not  raised.  Tb^se  were  all  clauses 
which  appeared  to  him  to  be  highly  ob- 
jectionable, and  which  rendered  the  Bill 
totally  unfit  to  pass  the  House  in  its  pre- 
sent state.  He  might  be  told,  perhaps, 
that  the  committee  was  the  proper  place 
to  have  these  objections  remedied.  It 
surely  was  so ;  but  he  did  not  conceive  he 
should  have  done  his  duty,  had  he  not  no- 
ticed them  in  the  present  stage  of  the  Bill. 
If  the  right  hon.  gentleman  should  persist 
in  carrying  the  Bill  through  in  its  pre:»ent 
state,  he  would  take  another  opportunity 
of  stating  his  objections  more  in  detail. 

Mr.  Whitbr^d  agreed  in  thinking  that 
there  were  many  objectionable  clauses  in 
the  present  Bill,  but  He  did  not  agree  in 
all  the  objections  stated  by  his  noble 
friend.  What  he  particularly  objected  to 
was  an  alteration  \h  the  present  system  of 
the  Local  Militia.     The  noble  lord  who 
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originally  proposed  that  measure,  proposed 
it  as  a  measure  by  which  the  whole  male 
population  of  the  country  might  be  gra- 
dually  trained.  The  greater  part  of  the 
Local  Militia  now  emlM>died  had  already 
served  three  years,  and  would  therefore 
fall  to  be  disbanded  in  the  course  of  the 
following  year,  the  men  not  being^capa- 
ble,  by  the  present  law,  of  continuing 
embodied  more  than  four  years.  The 
present  Bill,  however,  proposed,  that  on 
an  understanding  taking  place  between 
the  commandant  and  the  men,  a  certain 
proportion  of  the  present  Local  Militia 
might  be  continued.  Thus,  then,  was  the 
plan  of  proceeding  in  a  series,  and  of 
training  the  whole  population  of  the  coon- 
try  by  degrees,  to  be  abandoned,  in  his 
opinion  the  first  plan  had  been  found  to 
be  a  good  one,  and  ought  to  be  continued, 
and  the  clause  in  the  present  Bill,  intro- 
ducing the  change  to  which  he  had  al* 
luded,  ought  to  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  agreed  that  the 
alteration  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  gentle* 
man  was  a  deviation  ft'om  the  original 
plan  of  the  Local  Militia,  in  as  far  as  it 
was  to  that  extent  a  deviation  from  the 
system  of  ballot,  which  was  the  comer 
stone  on  which  the  Local  Militia  system 
was  built.  The  acceptance  of  the  volun- 
tary service  of  such  corps  as  chose  to  otifer 
themselves,  a  thing  which  was  permitted 
under  the  original  Bill,  was  also,  so  hr,  a 
deviation  from  that  system,  ^e  was  of 
opinion,  how'ever,  that  the  alteration  now 
proposed  was  an  improvement,  for  several 
reasons:  first,  it  would  produce  a  much  more 
efficient  force;  again,  relieve  the  coon- 
try  from  a  great  inconvenience  and  bur- 
den, as  it  would  prevent  the  necessity  of 
calling  persons  away  from  their  avocations 
in  husbandry,  &c.  during  the  harvest; 
and,  in  an  economical  point  of  view,  it 
would  cause  a  great  saving  to  an  amount 
of  not  less  than  100,000/. 'a- year. 

Lord  A,  Hamilum  explained  by  stating, 
that  he  had  not  said  that  the  system  of 
ballot  ought  to  be  laid  aside  altogether, 
but  that  he  regretted  the  inconsistency  of 
the  House  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  N.  Caivert  paid  a  compliment  to  the 
framer  of  the  present  Bill,  which  was  com- 
plete and  intelligible  In  all  iu  parts,  and 
was  not,  like  too  many  Bills,  framed;  as  it 
were,  with  no  other  object  than  to  i>e- 
wilder  and  perplex. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  February  22. 

Prince  Regent's  Message  respecting 
Lord  Wellington.]  The  House  having 
resolved  itself  iQto  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  to  take  into  consideration  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent's  Mes- 
sage of  Tuesday  last,  [see  p.  8i2.] 

The  ChancelioT  qfthc  Exchequa-  addressed 
the  Chairman  to  the  following  effect ;  Mr. 
Lashington ;  I  cannot  think  that  it  will  be 
necessary  for  me  to  trouble  the  committee 
with  many  observations  in  order  to  induce 
them  to  give  their  most  cordial  consent  to 
the  Resolution  which  I  shall  have  the  ho- 
nour to  propose^  in  conformity  to  the 
gracious  Message  of  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent.  It  is,  indeed,  impossible 
that  the  House  of  Commons  should  fail  to 
recollect^  or  that  the  nation  at  large  should 
fail  duly -to  appreciate  the  various  great 
and  distinguished  ,  services  which  have 
marked  the  brilliant  career  of  my  lord 
Wellington  in  the  course  of  the  late  cam- 
paigns in  Spain  and  Portugal.  Although 
differences  of  opinion  may  exist  with  re- 
spect to  the  expediency  and  policy  of  the 
eSRMrts  ivhich  Great  Britain  has  been,  and 
is  now  making  in  the  peninsula,  although 
differerst  views  may  be  entertained  of  the 
wisdom  of  their,  efforts,  I  am  persuaded. 
Sir,  that  those  differences  of  opinion,  and 
those  d  ifierent  views,  will  form  no  ground 
of  dissent  from  the  present  motion.  The 
question  before  us  is,  whether  the  officer 
selected  in  the  first  instance  by  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  subsequently  confirmed  by  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  to  di- 
rect the  military  operations  in  the  penin- 
sula, has,  or  has  not  conducted  hihiself  with 
such  distinguished  zeal,  and  such  consum- 
mate professional  ability,  as  while  it  does 
infinite  honour  to  himself,  does  infinite 
honour  to  the  country,  whose  armies  he 
was  appointed  to  command  ?  Sir,  the  im- 
pression of  the  House  on  this  subject  is  evi- 
dent ;  and,  under  such  an  impression,  I 
feel  that  it  would  be  a  gratuitous  trespass 
on  their  time*  to  enter  into  any  detail  of 
those  various  achievements  of  the  gallant 
earl,  which  have  on  former  occasions  re- 
ceived the  distinct  and  repeated  approba- 
tion of  parliament.  The  circumstances 
under  which  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent  has,  for  the  last  twelve  months, 
exercised  the  royal  authority,  have  pre- 
Tented  him  at  an  earlier  period  firom  ade- 
quately marking  the  high  sense  which  he 
enteruoncd  of  the  merits  x^f  that  distin- 


guished general  His  Royal  Highness,, 
however,  nas  availed  himself  of  the  first 
opportunity  of  conferring  on  lord  Welling- 
ton the  honours  which  are  so  justly  his  due. 
It  is  a  singular  coincidence,  that  as  the  ser- 
vices of  the  gallant  earl  were  the  latest 
object  of  reward  to  the  royal  authority, 
which  for  the  last  year  has  been  in  abey- 
ance, so  they  are  the  first  object  of  reward 
to  the  illustrious  personage  who  has  as- 
sumed the  unrestricted  exercise  of  that  au- 
thority. Our  own  conviction  of  the  merits 
of  lord  Wellington  is  well  known.  But 
the  conunittee  will  observe  that  Great  Bri- 
tain does  not  stand  single  in  the  opinion 
which  she  entertains  of  his  deserts.  They 
have  been  the  uniform  theme  of  the  ap- 
plause of  our  allies,  an  applause  peculiarly 
manifested  at  the  glose  of  the  last  distin- 
guished operation  in  which  lord  Welling- 
ton was  engaged  ;  for  when  the  tidings  of 
that  great  victory  reached  the  Spanish 
government,  they  marked  their  sense  of 
its  value  by  a  signal  and  honourable  stamp 
of  their  high  approbation.  To  the  merit 
of  this  service  indeed,  the  recent  dis- 
patches of  the  enemy  themselves  afford 
ample  testimony.  Those  dispatches  de- 
clare that  the  occurrence  appears  incom- 
prehensijble.  In  the  first  instance,  the 
French  general  speaks  of  the  great  impor- 
tance of  the  fortress  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo« 
and  boasts  of  the  preparations  which  he 
has  made  to  relieve  it,  holding  out  to  hi3 
master  expectations  of  the  mo^t  glorious 
result  to  the  French  arms.  But  when  he 
subsequently  learns  that  this  for  tress,  which 
he  had  calculated  that  it  would  take  nine 
or  ten  days  to  subdue,  was  reduced  in  as 
many  minutes,  astonishment  and  dismay 
take  the  place  of  confidence  and  elation.-^ 
Sir,  I  am  convinced  that  the  committee  will 
unanimously  agree  with  me,  that  we  have 
but  one  duty  to  perform  on  the  present 
occasion,  and  that  is,  to  adopt  the  recom- 
mendation of  his  roya|  highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  with  respect  to  the  proposed  grant 
to  the  earl  of  Wellington,  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  him  to  support  the  dignity 
which  has  been  so  richly  earned,  and  so  . 
promptly  conferred.  I  therefore  move, 
"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee. That  the  annual  sum  of  2,000/. 
net,  be  granted  to  his  Majesty  out  of 
the  consolidated  fund  of  Great  Britain, 
to  enable  his  Majesty  to  grant  the  said 
annuity  to  general  the  earl  of  Welling>- 
ton,  in  addition  to  the  annuity  already 
granted  by  parliament  to  the  said  earl,  ' 
subject  /to  the  same  limitations  as  con- " 
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t^n^d  m  that  grant,  in  consideration  of 
the  epiinent  and  signal  services  performed 
by  him  in  the  conrse  of  a  long  series  of 
distinguished  exploiu  in  the  campaigns  in 
Spain  and  Portugal/' 

Mr.  VHiUshtd  Keene.^'^vc,  I  do  not  rise 
to  oppose  the  right  hoh.  gentleman's  mo- 
tion as  I  agree  to  its  principle,  but  as  I 
dm  not  satisfied  with  the   manner  it  is 

t>roposed  to  carry  it  into  effect,  I  beg 
eave  to  trouble  the  committee  with  the 
reasons  of  my  disagreement  It  is  well 
known  that  the  commanders  of  armies 
tinder  all  governments  possess  the  means 
of  enriching  themselves  by  various  modes, 
which  attend  the  power  of  the  swOrd,  and 
we  are  not  without  examples  of  this  power 
bavinff  been  effectually  exercised  both  in 
this  island  and  on  the  continent  by  British 
commanders.  In  the  East,  where  this  illus- 
trious soldier  began  his  active  military 
career,  where  power  peculiarly  affords 
those  means,  he  was  invested  with  high 
command.  During  a  series  of  successful 
and  glorious  achievements  which  afforded 
Eim  opportunities  of  enriching  himself  ac- 
cording to  the  usage  of  India,  it  is  well 
Icnown  he  did  not  yield  to  such  tempta- 
tions, but  made  the  service  of  his  country 
and  his*  own  fair  fame  his  only  objects. 
The  acknowledgments  of  the  people  of 
those  countries,  and  the  sentiments  of  the 
armies  he  commanded,  bear  unequivocal 
iestimony  to  his  conduct.  What  has  been 
hh  conduct  since  he  has  been  employed  in 
Europe  ?  In  the  first  of  the  four  years 
of  our  military  operations  in  the  penin- 
sula,'by  the  most  brilliant  achievements  he 
acquired  the  thanks  of  this  House,  and  the 

Eatitude  of  his  country,  and  had  he  not 
en  disturbed  by  an  incomprehensible 
jumble  of  commanders,  those  achievements 
Would  have  been  as  profitable  to  his  coun- 
try as  they  were  glorious  to  himself. 
During  the  last  three  campaigns,  being 
freed  from  such  impediments,  he  has  raised 
the  military  character  of  Great  Britain  to 
•tand  foremost  in  £urope,  having  by  skil- 
fbl  combinations  and  bold  manoeuvres, 
baffled  and  defeated  the  most  boasted  ge- 
tfierals  and  the  best  armies  of  France. 
During  this  career  the  same  disinterested- 
ness has  marked  bis  conduct.  The  crown 
of  Portugal  appointed  him  its  captain  ge- 
iieral,  and  placed  him  in  the  Regency.  The 
governing  power  of  Spain  gave  him  high 
rank  in  their  armies ;  both  these  countries 
desired  that  he  would  accept  the  large  emo- 
-  luments  attached  to  those  situations.  Me 
refused  those  emoluments  from  both  those 
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governiaents ;  be  disdained  to  receive  any 
but  from  his  own,  when  at  the  same  time 
he  drew  on  his  private  fortune,  to  supply 
the  deficiency  of  his  British  appointment^ 
to  support  the  expensive  hospitality,  &c. 
becoming  in  his  situation.    His  claims  on 
the  justice  and  liberality  of.  this  Hooae 
do  not  end  here.    This  House  well  knovri 
the  enormous  unavoidable  expence  inse* 
parable  from  the  Commissariat  Depart- 
ment attached  to  a  British  army  Irving 
abroad.     It  is  also  well  knoWn,  that  enor- 
mous fortunes  have  been  accumulated  (per* 
haps   in  some  instances  fairly)  by   con- 
tractors for  its  various  necessary  supplie*. 
It  is  known  that  lord  Wellington  has  novr 
under  his  command  th6   largest  Britiah 
force  (taken  in  all  its  branches)  that  ever 
was  employed  in  one  service  out  of  Great 
Britain.     But  perhaps  it  is  not  known  that 
this  illustrious  soldier,  in  addition  to  bii 
military  talents,  is  a  most  able  commisiary 
general;  and  while  he  forms  and  directs 
those  combinations  and    movements   80 
glorious  to  his  country  and  himielf,  super- 
intends and  controls  the  measures  for  sup- 
plying his  army.      The  same    military 
skill  by  which  he  defeats  the  enemy's 
tactics  in  the  day  of  battle,  enables  him  in 
most  cases  to  foresee  their  measures,  and 
anticipate  the  points  and  the  times  where 
supplies  will  be  wanted.     His  own  pore 
spirit, incessantly  exerted,  pervades  all  the 
branches  of  this  department,  and  prevents 
the  abuses  to  which  it  may  be  subjecu  This 
House  has  seen  by  the  frequent  regolations 
introduced  into  it,  the  diflSculties  attend- 
ing the  establishment  of  order  and  settling 
accounts  of  this  expenditure.     There  is 
every  reason  to  expect  that  what  is  incur- 
red under  bis  controul,  will  be  attended 
with  an  ceconomy  hitherto  unknown  in 
that  line,  and  at  the  same  time  will  be  so 
simplified  as  to  require  no  delay  in  going 
through  the  accounU.     The  House  will  be 
able  by  comparing  the  relative  expendi- 
tures under  his  command  in  this  anny» 
with  those  of  former  armies,  to  determine 
the  degree  of  obligation  which  his  coun- 
try has  to  him  in  point  of  ceconomy.    It 
is  on  these  grounds,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I 
cannot  avoid  expressing  regret  at  the  ina- 
dequacy of  what  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
proposes.     But  L  in  some  degree,  console 
myself,  from  the  persuasion,  that  if  Divine 
Providence  shall  preserve  a  lifie,  of  which 
he  is  too  prodigal,  his  further  services  will 
so  force  themselves  on  this  Hoose^  as  to 
oblige  it  to  compensate  the  narrowness  of 
the  present  proposed  vote. 
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teldom  experienced  ain  occasion  in  which 
the  discharge  of  his  piiblic  daty  corres- 
ponded so  completely  with  the  gratifica- 
tion  of  his  private  feeliog.  The  condact 
of  the  gallant  earl  who  was  the  subject  of 
the  motion  had  always  been  most  exem- 
plary ;  but  in  the  present  instance  he  was 
persuaded  that  there  would  not  be  a  dis« 
senting  toice  in  the  committee.  The  de- 
aert  of  lord  Wellington  was  acknowledged 
by  the  whole  world.  It  was  ^uite  unne- 
cessary to  Ro  into  a  detail  of  his  manifold 
services.  He  had  been  a  soldier  from  his 
earliest  youth,  and  his  cpuntry  had  ever 
derived  the  greatest  benefits  from  his  exer- 
tions. It  was  not  merely  by  strict  disci- 
pline that  he  was  enabled  to  secure  the 
self-devotion  of  his  soldiers,  it  vras  by  his 
attention  to  their  wants,  and  by  his  kind 
and  condescending  conduct  towards  them. 
Invariably  persevering  and  sealoos,  lord 
Wellington  never  allowed  personal  conve- 
nience or  advantage  to  tempt  him  from 
the  line  of  his  public  duty.  When  to  fight 
was  necessary,  be  bravely  fought;  but 
be  never  permitted  any  artful  or  affected 
demonstration  of  the  enemy  to  induce  him 
t6  le&d  his  army  into  a  contest,  the  conse- 
'qoences  of  which  he  could  not  clearly  an* 
ticipate.  It  was  nseless,  however,  to  di- 
late (>n  the  merits  of  this  distinguished  ge- 
neral^ and  he  should  therefore  content 
himself  with  expressing  his  most  cordial 
concurrence  In  the  motion. 

Sir  F.  Burden  said,  that  although  he 
was  the  last  man  who  would  oppose  any 
proper  remuneration  to  those  from  whose 
exertions  the  country  had  derived  benefit, 
yet  he  could  not  agree  to  the  motion  on 
the  grounds  upon  which  it  was  attempted 
to  be  supported.  He  allowed  that  he,  as 
well  as  the  House  at  large,  was  a  very  in- 
competent judge  of  the  merits  of  a  mili- 
tary commander,  more  especially  in  the 
comparative  ignorance  of  the  facts  under 
^hich  he  necessarily  laboured ;  but  from 
all  he  did  know  from  the  army  list,  and 
from  the  estimates  on  the  table,  it  appear- 
ed to  him  that  lord  Wellington  had  under 
his  command  a  very  large  force.  Now 
he  had  always  understood  that  the  merit 
of  a  military  commander  consisted  in  the 
being  able  to  accomplish  a  great  object 
with  inadequate  means.  In  bis  opinion, 
it  was  impossible  to  conceive  less  done 
^ith  such  ample  means  than  that  which 
lord  Wellmgion  bad  achieved.  iLaughter, 
and  cries ofhear, hear!) 


were  no  proof  of  the  fallacy  of  nis  state* 
ments.  Let  the  committee  recollect  the 
force  which  lord  Wellington  had  com* 
manded.  In  the  first  place,  54»00Q  £ng« 
lish  troops  of  the  line,  and  30,000  regular 
Portuguese  troops  in  British  pay,  ttA 
said  to  be  equal  in  discipline,  maxing  in 
the  whole  84,000  troops  of  the  line.  To 
these  were  a^rwards  added  30,000  more 
regular  Portuguese  troops  in  British  pay, 
maiking  above  1 10,000  troops  of  the  fin^. 
It  had  also  been  stated  that  the  Portuguese 
government  maintained  10,00O  troope, 
being  in  the  whole  above  120,000  regular ' 
soldiers.  To  these  were  likewise  to  be 
added  the  Portuguese  militia,  consisting 
of  80,000  men,  formins  the  grand  ag« 
gregate  of  an  army  of  above  ^),000 
men.  It  must  also  be  recollected  that 
the  ordinapza  of  Portugal  amounted 
to  15,000  men.  Under  such  circum« 
stances,  e«i  with  such  a  force  at  his  com* 
mand,  he  Was  really  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
how  lord  Wellington  could  justly  be  en- 
titled to  the  praises  bestowed  upon  him 
by  the  right  non.  gentleman.  Did  the 
committee  recollect  the  entrance  into  Por* 
togal  of  general  Massena  with  60,000  men, 
who  advanced  300  miles  fai  an  enemT^i 
country,  the  most  difficult  and  inaccesnble 
in  the  world,  who  maintained  their  fffomid 
for  such  a  considerable  period  of  time; 
whom  famine  alone  compelled  to  retreat^ 
and  who,  when  they  did  retreat,  although 
they  retired  in  the  face  of  a  superior  army^ 
and  through  an  hostile  population,  lost  no 
single  advantage,  but  maintained  them* 
selves  unbroken  and  untouched?  Was 
there  much  cause  of  triumph  on  that  oc- 
casion?' And  in  the  present  campaign 
what  had  been  obtains  ?  Ciudad  Rod« 
rigo!  He  had  been  informed  by  mili- 
tary men,  that  this  was  a  fortress  which 
any  army  preponderating  at  the  moment 
must  inevitably  reduce;  that  the  out- 
works  were  of  little  avail,  and  that  it  re- 
quired a  garrison  of  4,000  men.  The 
garrison  which  it  contained,  however, 
wben  atucked  by  the  British,  did  not  ex- 
ceed 1^500  in  number.  The  place  vras  as- 
saulted by  12,000  troops,  and  as  a  proof 
of  its  weakness  lord  Wellington  himself 
said  in  his  dispatches,  that  the  feint,' 
which  was  not  meat*:  actually  to  operate, 
bad  really  succeeded  io  taking  the  place. 
(Hear,  bear!)  Gentlemen  cried  "Hear, 
bear!"  What  he  had  stated  migbt  shew 
valour  in  the  troops ;  but  it  was  a  strong 
"       '         Te 


, .J     He  had  no  wish     „-w^.  ...  .-^  ..w^,,, ,    „--  ^  -, 

to  detract  from  the  well-earned  reputation    proof  of  the  weakn^aaef  the  place. 
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lay  such  stress  on  a  victory  like  that, 
to  ring  the  bells  and  fire  the  guns  for 
it,  was  to  shew  the  country  to  be  in  a 
most  fallen  and  degraded  situation.  Id 
another  quarter  the  French  had  achieved 
considerable  advantages.  Suchet  had 
conquered  Tarragona,  Murviedro,  Valen- 
cia and  other  important  places,  and  in  the 
course  of  the  campaign, bad  sent  to  France 
47,000  prisoners,  including  2,000  ofiicers, 
among  whom  were  Blake  and  some  of  the 
roost  distinguished  individuals  in  the 
Spanish  army.  Badajos,  notwithstanding 
the  evident  anxiety  of  the  British  general 
to  relieve  it,  had  fallen.  lu  the  attempt  to 
siibcour  that  place,  12,000  men  had  been 
lost  at  the  battle  of  Albuera— (Hear, 
hear!)  He  presumed  that  his  statement 
was  an  exaggeration.  —  (Hear,  hear!) 
At  any  rate  lord  Wellington  had  been 
compelled  to  retreat.  And  yet  of  how 
much  greater  importance  Wat  Bada- 
joz  than  Ciudad  Rodrigo !  The  former 
only  1 20  miles  from  Lisbon,  and  the  ac- 
cess to  that  city  easy  and  unmolested ;  the 
latter  320  miles  distant  from  it,  and  the 
approach  guarded  by  formidable  passes. 
Badajos,  however,  had  been  left  to  its  fate 
by  lord  Wellington,  ^d  we  ought  to  ba- 
lance accounts  with  him.  A  pension  of 
2,000/,  had!  been  conferred  upon  him  be* 
fore  the  loss  of  that  important  place,  but  it 
had  not  been  withdrawn  since  the  loss. 
The  joy  manifested  on  the  reduction  of 
Ciudad   Rodrigo,  was  for  the  purpose  of 

J>ublic  delusion ;  but  even  haa  that 
brtress  been  of  much  greater  importance, 
be  thought  few  would  contend  that  its  re- 
duction would  materially  influence  the  Gnal 
issue  of  the  war  in  Spain.  In  the  mean 
while  if  the  people  oi  England  were  to 
pay  so  dearly  for  such  advantages,  as 
they  were  termed,  the  sooner  that  war.  was 
over  the  better.  He  was  decidedly  hostile 
to  the  war,  as  a  cheat  upon  the  country, 
professing  as  it  did  to  be  for  other  objects, 
while  it  really  went  to  support  bigotry 
and  despotism.  There  was  one  fact 
which,  in  his  opinion,  was  decisive  with 
respect  to  the  probable  termination  of  the 
contest.  It  was  notorious,  that  wherever 
the  English  had  power  in  Spain,  the  Inqui- 
sition was  established ;  wherever  the 
French  had  power,  that  detestable  institu- 
tion existed  no  longer.  Was  that  the 
kind  of  liberty  which  Englishmen  were 
called  upon  to  maintain  with  their  blood 
mnd  treasure  ?  He  had  already  described 
what  in  his  opinion  .  would  be  sufficient 
grounds  for  rejecting  the  motion ;  but  his 
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strongest  and  most  insuperable  objection 
remained  behind— the  state  of  the  people 
of  England.  Driven  to  desperation  by 
the  oppressiveness  of  the  taxes,  and  the 
general  stagnation  of  trade,  was  this  a  sea- 
son for  loading  them  with  additional  bur- 
dens ?  In  his  opinion  it  would  be  most 
indefensible  to  grant  such  a  sum  from  the 
public  revenue,  at  a  moment  when  the 
situation  of  the  empire  had  forced  itself 
on  the  consideration  of  parliameift;  am) 
when  parliament  had  been  able  to  devise 
no  better  means  of  counteracting  the 
efiTecta  of  hunger  and  despair,  than  by 
increasing  the  number  of  capital  punish- 
ments. The  people  called  for  relief,  and 
parliament  had  eiven  them  a  halter. 
Far  better  would  the  money  which 
was  now  moved  for  be  applieid  in  the 
alleviation  of  those  distresses;  .and  he 
had  hoped  that,  before  parliament  had 
consented  to  hang  men  for  offences  prompt- 
ed by  necessity,  it  would  have  at  least 
inquired  into  the  mode  of  preventing 
a  recurrence  of  such  events.  In  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  country,  therefore,  he 
could  by  no  means  agree  to  the  motion  ; 
but  if  the  reverse  of  this  melancholy 
picture  were  true  he  should  still  object  to 
it.  If  the  hope  which  existed  with  re*, 
spect  to  the  issue  of  the  contest  in  the 
peninsula  were  as  Qattering,  as  in  his  opi- 
nion the  despondency  was  just — if  the 
achievements  dwelt  upon  with  such  empha- 
sis had  been  as  great  as  in  his  opinion 
they  were  unimportant—if  the  state  of  the^ 
country  was  as  flourishing  as  it  was  de- 
pressed, and,  in  his  opinion,  almost  hope- 
less—still he  should  oppose  the  motion, 
while  government  possessed  other  funds 
from  which  the  grant  miffht  with  mure 
propriety  be  derived— funds  from  which 
pensions  and  allowances  were  issued  unfit 
to  meet  the  public  eye.  At  least,  until 
those  funds  were  expended,  and  not  even 
then,  would  he  consent,  for  such  a  purpose, 
todraw  upon  the  already  exhausted  pockets 
of  the  people.  The  object  of  the  grant 
was  to  confer  additional  splendour  on  lord 
Wellington.  If  this  splendour  were  trans- 
parent as  well  as  brilliant,  if  the  situation 
of  the  country  could  be  seen  through  it, 
what  a  mass  of  human  misery  would  it  dis- 
close ! 

Mr.  Canning  declared,  that  had  he  an- 
ticipated any  possible  difference  of  opi- 
nion on  the  motion  before  the  committee, 
it  would  have  been  on  the  amount  of  the 
grant,  which,  in  compliance  with  the  gra- 
cious message  of  the  Prince  Regent»  it 
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was  proposed  to  make  to  the  noble  and 
gallant  earl  who  was  the  just  object  of 
his  Royal  Highnesses  favour  and  recom- 
men  •  ition.  In  this  yiew  of  the  subject, 
had  the  suggestion  of  an  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Whitshed  Keene)  to  increase  the 
grant,  been  reduced  to  a  formal  proposi- 
tion, he  should  certainly  have  voted  for 
it,  had  he  not  been  withheld  by  the  wish 
that  such  a  question  should  pass  the  House 
with  unanimity.  But  really  for  the  spe- 
cies of  dissent  which  the  hon.  baronet 
had  adopted,  he  confessed  that  he  was 
wholly  unprepared.  He  did  not  pretend 
any  more  than  the  hon.  baronet  to  be 
capable  of  judging  with  the  skill  of  a 
tactician  the  conduct  of  military  men  and 
military  measures ;  but  it  was  impossible 
for  any  man,  however  ignorant  of  mili- 
tary affairs,  to  look  at  what  had  been,  and 
what  was — to  consider  the  former  and 
the  present  state  of  the  peninsula — to  re- 
collect the  existing  feelings  of  the  coun- 
try, and  those  feelings  when  that  eminent 
and  distinguished  commander,  lord  Wel- 
lington, was  appointed  to  direct  the  ener- 
gies of  the  British  army — without  paying 
Dim  that  homage  of  applause  which  his 
unrivalled  talents  and  unwearied  exertions 
80  loudly  demanded.  Little  would  the 
observations  of  the  hon.  baronet  avail  in 
persuading  Englishmen  not  to  reward  one 
who  had  contributed  so  essentially  to  the 
advantage  and  to  the  honour  of  the  em- 
pire.—^The  hon.  baronet  had  introduced 
into  his  speech  several  topics,  on  which, 
although  he  (Mr.  C.)  owned  that  they 
were  but  remotely  connected  with  the 
question,  the  House  would  perhaps  per- 
mit him  to  touch.  Hb  would  begin  with 
the  allusion  of  the  hon  baronet  to  the 
distresses  of  the  manufacturers.  "  Good 
God  !"  exclaimed  Mr.  Canning,  *'  let  the 
stale  of  commerce  and  manufactures  be 
what  they  may,  and  no  man  laments  the 
depression  which  they  suffer  more  than 
myself,  is  this  a  period  when  Englishmen 
are  to  be  advised— not  to  purchase  mili- 
tary glory,  for  that  is  already  our  own- 
but  to  abstain  from  expressing /gratitude 
for  such  services  as  lord  Wellington  has 
performed,  because,  forsooth !  there  is 
a  class  of  the  community  whose  distresses 
we  pity — whose  distresses  we  would  most 
willingly  relieve— but  whose  distresses, 
I  believe  from  my  soul,  would  be  infi- 
nitely aggravated,  if,  bv  listening  to  the 
suggestions  of  the  hon.  baronet  we  were 
to  consent  to  degrade  the  national  cha- 
racter/'-^The  hon.  baronet  had  next  con- 


tended, that  if  this  grant  were  made  at 
all,  it  ought  to  be  made  out  of  those  funds 
which,  according  to  him,  government 
had  abused.  Was  it  so?  Were  these 
funds  proper  subjects  of  the  jealousy  and 
suspicion  of  parliament?  Were  they 
lavished  on  persons  without  merit  or  pre- 
tensions? If  so,  lie,  for  one,  would  not 
agree  that  out  of  those  funds  such  a  inan 
as  lord  Wellington  should  be  rewarded : 
he,  for  one,  would  not  agree  that  the 
baseness  of  the  purpose  to  which  (accord- 
ing to  the  hon.  baronet)  they  had  hitherto 
been  applied,  should  be  ennobled*  by  sKich 
a  dignified  appropriation  of  them.— The 
next  subject  on  which  the  hon.  baronet 
had  indulged  the  House  with  hii  opinion, 
was  tbe'.merit  of  Suchet  The  hon.  ba- 
ronet, after  having  (let  it  be  observed) 
disclaimed  any  military  skill  or  know- 
ledge, had  placed  Suchet  in  a  much  higher 
ranx  as  a  general  than  lord  Wellington ; 
and  had  blazoned  out,  with  great  apparent 
satisfaction,  deeds,  which,  as  he  said,  had 
extorted  the  aoplause  and  admiration  of 
mankind.  In  answer  to  all  this,  it  would 
be  sufficient  for  him  to  observe,  that 
Suchet's  military  skill  was  not  the  sub- 
ject of  the  present  motion. '  As  he  was 
not  yet  aware  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  hon.  baronet  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  omit  the  name  of  WelUngton, 
and  insert  that  of  Suchet,  he  would  ab- 
stain from  further  observation  on  the  sub* 
ject;  assuring  the  hon.  baronet,  however, 
that  whenever  he  chose  to  bring  forward 
such  a  proposition,  he  was  prepared  to 
meet  him  ;  and  disclaiming  all  ungenerous 
solicitude  to  diminish  the  deserved  re- 
putation even  of  an  enemy. — Generally, 
however,  the  hon.  baronet  characterised 
the  exertions  of  the  noble  and  gallant 
earl,  as  unworthy  of  the  rewards  which  a 
grateful  country  was  anxious  to  bestow 
upon  him  ;  and  he  particdlarly~  described 
the  immediate  achievement  in  which  tb^ 
present  question  originated,  as  unim- 
portant and  unavailing,  lie  (Mr.  Can- 
ning) looked  upon  that  great  man  in 
a  very  different  light.  He  consider- 
ed him  as  a  pre-eminently  able  and 
successful  commander.  Let  the  com- 
mittee recollect  that  lord  Wellington 
was  sent  out  to  save  Portugal,  at  am^oment 
when  Portugal  was  in  extreme  danger, 
and  that  at  the  present  moment  there  was 
no  question  with  respect  to  her  safety. 
Let  the  committee  recollect,  that  when 
lord  Wellington  was  sent  out  to  endea- 
'  TOUT  to  8^T^  Portugal,  he  was  empowered 
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lAer  that  fint  service  to  extend  his  ezer« 
lions  to  Spain*  then  in  a  state  approaching 
to  desperation^  and  that  after  having  per- 
formed thai  first  service  in  Portugal,  the 
noble  and  gallant  lord  did  e:(tend,  and 
auccessfully  extend,    his    operations    to 
Spain.    To  the  one  country  he  had  given 
•alvation*<-to   the  other    hopfD.       When 
goch  homage  bad  been  paid  to  this  dis- 
tinguished individual  by    the    countries 
which  he  bad  so  essentially  assisted,  was 
it  becoming  in  bis  own  country  to  doubt 
Us  desert  ?   For  his  part,  be  could  not 
persuade  himself  that  there  was  a  second 
man  in  the  House  of  Commons,  who, 
when  he  saw  that  the  first  act  of  those  pre- 
rogatives which  bad  lain  dormant  so  long, 
(how  properly  he  would  not  now  argue) 
was  to  mark  with  distinguished  honour 
the  individual  whom,  by  a  singular  and 
ilhistrious  coincidence,  it  was  the  last  act 
of  those  prerogatives  to  mark  witb  dis- 
tinguished honour,  would  hesitate  to  hail 
with  joy  the  opportunity  afforded  him  of 
sharing  in  that  general  sentiment  of  ap- 
plause and  gratitude  which  pervaded  the 
whole  community*      The  hon.   baronet 
grudged  the  noble  and  gallant  earl  the 
paltry  sum  of  2,000/.  per  annum.    Far 
different  w^s  the  conduct  of  the  countries 
who  had  the  BOK>st  immediate  means  of 
ascertaining  his  merits.     In  addition  to 
the  title  of  Conde  de  Vimiera  granted  him 
in  Portugal,  was  a  revenue  of  5,000i.  a 
year.    As  captain-general  of  Spain,  lord 
Wellington  had  a  salary  offered  to  him  of 
5,000/.  a  year ;  and  as  marshal  of  Portu- 
gal, 7,00()/.  a  year.    These  sums,  amount- 
ing to  17,000/.  a  year,  were  granted  lor 
services  by  the  foreign  countries  in  which 
tboce  services  had  been   performed.     It 
was  proposed  to  give  hinji  2»000l.  a  year, 
in  his  ovn  country,  and  the  hon.  baronet 
lifted  up  his  hands  and  eyes  at  such  a 
gross  violation  of  public  economy !  These 
rewards,  however,  ofiered  by  foreign  gra- 
titude, were  declined  by  the  distinguished 
person    on  whom  they   were  bestowed. 
"  No,*'  said  that  trulir  noble  lord,  "  in 
the  present  situation  of  Spain  and  Portugal 
I  will  not  receive  these  rewards.    I  haVe 
only  done  my  duty  to  my  country;  and 
to  my  coontry  alone  I  will  look  for  re- 
compense."     (Hear,    hear!)   The   hon. 
baronet,  it  seemed,  knew  the  interests  of 
Spain  and  Portugal    better    than    those 
countries    did    themselves.      The    hon. 
baronet  contended  that  the  one  had  pur- 
chased her  salvation,  and  the  other  her 
hf^u,  at  top  4ear  a  nl^:  be  wys  jaftpni* 
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hensive  that  our  allies  were  running  ria( 
with  joy,  and  was  solicitous  to  correct 
their  exuberant  feeling,  and  to  shew  theoa 
that  they  bad  not  the  just  grounds  for 
exultation  of  which  they  fondly  imagined 
themselves  to  be  possessed,  by  endeavour- 
ing to  persuade  the  economical  parliament 
of  Great  Britain — the  legislators  of  this 
mighty  empire— that  the  services  of  lord 
Wellington  were  not  worth  QfiOOL  a 
year !  The  hon.  baronet  had  taken  ao 
opportunity,  not  perfectly  in  order,  of 
going  into  the  policy  of  the  war  in  the 
peninsula.  With  this  lord  Wellington 
had  nobbing  to  do.  The  crown  and  the 
parliament  had  sanctioned  the  system ; 
and  it  was  only  for  him  to  execute  their 
orders'  in  the  most  skilful  and  advan- 
tageous manner.  From  the  vpte  of  this 
niffht  no  fair  inference  could  b^  drawn 
either  Jn  approval  or  disapproval  of  the 
war :  the  two  subjects  were  entirely  sepa- 
rate and  unconnected.  But,  guarding 
himself  from  being  supposed  to  ground  the 
vote  which  he  should  give  on  that  con- 
sideration, he  might,  perhaps,  be  per- 
mitted to  say,  that  the  last  achievement 
of  the  noble  and  gallant  earl,  whatever 
might  be  its  military  merit,  would  have 
a  moral  efifect,  which,  at  the  present 
critical  moment,  must  operate  most  power- 
fully throughout  the  peninsula,  by  pre- 
venting those  dazzling  consequencea 
which  the  glories  of  a  rival  general  might 
otherwise  occasion.  It  was  an  event 
happy  and  auspicious,  and  he  was  per- 
suaded that  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  Tts 
parallel  in  military  history,  out-running  as 
It  did,  not  more  the  sober  expectations  of 
those  who  were  friends  to  its  successful 
termination,  than  the  fears  of  a  provident 
enemy.  With  respect  to  the  cause  of 
Spain,  of  that  cause  he  did  by  no  meane 
despair.  On  the  contrary,  he  thought 
there  were  some  recent  cir(;umstances,  and 
more  particularly  the  renovation  and  re* 
invigoration  of  the  Spanish  government, 
which  held  out  a  brighter  hope  than  any 
which  could  hitherto  have  been  cherished, 
which  called  upon  the  British  government 
not  to  contract,  but  to  extend  their  opera- 
tions, and  which  not  merely  justified  them 
for  the  exertions  which  they  had  hitherto 
made,  but  reflected  on  their  efforts  the 
bighe-st  commendation.  (dear,  hear!) 
But  this  matter  was  foreign  to  the  qoes* 
tion,  and  the  only  excuse  he  could  make 
for  having  touched  upon  it  was,  that 
he  was  pot  answerable  for  its  intro- 
daction«F«-He  repeated   his   wish^    tb;^ 
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the  sufil  to  be  grafted  to  tbo  noble  and 
galtaot  earl  vras  larger.  It  was  far  from 
being  adeqbate  to  the  extent  of  hit  ser- 
Ticea»  more  especially  when  it  was  coo- 
aidered  bow  much  he  had  bad  in  bis 
power,  and  how  moch  be  had  rejected ; 
but  being  anxioas  to  avoid  any  thing  like 
diesent  on  such  a  question,  he  would  not 
press  the  adoption  of  a  larger  sum.  He 
was  sure,  howerer,  that  the  committee 
would  cheerfully  and  unanimously  join 
with  his  royal 'highness  the  Prince  Kegent 
in  the  noblest  exercise  of  the  regal  pre- 
rogatives, by  evincing  the  gratitude  of  the 
country  to  a  distinguished  individual  who 
had  rendered  himself  an  honour  to  the 
present  age»  and  an  example  to  posterity. 

Sir  F,  Burdeii,  in  expkmation,  com- 
plained that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
chosen  entirely  to  misrepresent  him.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  first  disclaimed  all 
knowledge  of  military  tactics,  but  imme- 
diately afterwards, 

^  Mark  the  humility  of  Sbepbeid  Nerval  l» 
he  pronounced  a  decided  opinion  on  the 
conduct  of  the  war  in  the  peninsula.  As 
for  himself  be  had- only  contrasted  asmat^ 
ters  of  (act  the  exploits  of  lord  Welling- 
ton, with  what  had  been  done  by  the 
French  general,  who  in  the  course  of  one 
campaign  had  sent  47,000  prisooiBrs  to 
France,  and  had  taken  Tarragona,  Sagun- 
tum,  and  Valencia  r  and  even  thoogh 
Sucbet  was  the  enemy  of  this  country,  he 
must  be  allowed  to  admire  the  great  mili- 
tary talents  which  he  bad  displayed. 
During  the  same  period,  we  had  little  else 
to  set  off  against  such  signal  successes  but 
the  capture  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  a  town 
that  might  be  taken  three  or  four  times  in 
the  coarse  of  a  campaign,  and  produce 
very  little  effect  on  the  fete  of  the  war. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  totally  mis- 
represented him,  when  he  thought  fit  to 
hold  bim  up  as  a  blazoner  of  the  merit  of 
the  French  general,  and  the  depressor  of 
that  of  the  English  one ;  and  the  attempt 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  place  bim 
in  such  a  situation  waa  completely  unjus- 
tifiable. The  right  hon.  gentleman 
seemed,  however,  to  scout  the  idea  of 
taking  this  grant  to  lord  Wellington  from 
these  sources  of  revenue  tliat  were  at  the 
immediate  disposal  of  the  crown.  He 
s^med  to  consider  these  sources  as  dis- 
graceful, and  that  it  would  be  infamous  to 
apply  them  when  real  merit  was  to  be  re- 
vvarded.  This  being  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman's reasoning,  he  trusted  he  should 
have  his  vote  for  the  abolitioa^f  these 
(VOL  XXI.) 


sources  of  influence,  when  the  subject  of 
sinecure  offices  was  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Hoasew 

Mr.  Canmng  replied,  that  the  hon.  baro* 
net  had  mistaken  the  nature  of  his  reason- 
ing on  the  subj<*ct  of  the  pecuniary  grants 
which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  crown  to 
bestow.    The  hoii.  baronet  bad  been  ia 
the  habit  of  calling  such  grants  disgrace- 
ful to  the  receiver ;  and  yet  had  proposed 
that  the  present  annuity  to  lord  Wellingtou 
should  come  from  revenue  immediately  at 
the  disposal  of  the  crown ;  and  when  be 
used  the  term  "  disgraceful,'*  as  applicable 
to  them,  it  was  only  to  shew  that  the  hon. 
baronet  was  prepared  to  reward  lord  Wei* 
lingtoQ  from  a  source  which  be,  the  hon. 
baronet,  thought  disgraceful.     On  the  sub- 
ject of  sinecures,  he  had  delivered  his  opi^ 
nioh  on  a  former  occasion,  and  would  now 
state  it  to  be  simply  this  ;  that  the  crowa 
should  have  at  its  disposal  the  means  of  re« 
warding  merit,  but  that  it  would  be  batter 
if  the  funds  for  that  purpose  were  not  of 
the  nature  of  sinecure  offices,  on  which  it 
was  natural  {or  the  country  to  throw  con* 
siderable     obloquy.    The    hon.    baronet 
complained,  that  he  bad  been  misrepre- 
sented as   the  blazoner  of  Sucbet ;  aod 
that  be  did  not  mean  to  contrast  that  geae* 
ral  with  lord  Wellington.     In  reply  to 
this,  he  would  say  that  he  had  carefully 
avoided  misrepresentation.  ''  Comparisons 
were  odious,"  but  since  the  hon.  baronet 
had  disclaimed  the  idea  of  coiitrasiiog  the 
British  with  the  French  commander,  he 
would  content  himself  with  observing,  that 
though  such  an  effisct  was.  doubtlessly  not 
meant,  yet  certainly  what  had  fallen  from 
the  hon.  baronet  tended,  as  much  as  any 
thing  that  ever  fell  from  the  hon.  baronet 
could  tend  to  do  any  thing,  to  lower  lord 
Wellington  in  public  estimation.     H^  had 
seen  several  military  men  of  high  character, 
who  had  witnessed  the  capture  of  Ciudad 
Rodrigo,  and  who  concurred  iti  descri))ing 
the  exploit  in  the  most  glowing  language, 
and  in  considering  it  as  the  most  brilliant 
achievement  of  the  war. 

Earl  Temple  took  that  opportunity  of  de- 
claring his  hearty  assent  to  the  present  mo-  ^ 
tion.  He  had  hoped  from  the  manner  in 
which  the  subject  had  been  introduced  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  while  the 
members  of  the  House  were  unfortunately 
divided  on  so  many  points,  at  least  they 
might  rest  on  this  with  unanimity.  He 
wooM  not  enter  at  all  into  the  policy  of 
the  war  in  Spain,  for  the  House  had  now 
only  to  determine  whether  lord  Welling* 
(3M 
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ton  had  deserved  well  of  his  country ;  mnd 
as  to  the  argfuiiieat  against  the  vote  drawn 
from  the  distressed  state  of  our  manufactn- 
rers,  he  conceived,  that  if  allowed  at  ail  to 
ofierate,  il  would  only  produce  a  still  fur- 
ther depression  of  the  spirits  of  the  nation. 
As  to  the  importance  of  the  recapture  of 
Ciudad  Rodrigo,  he  would  refer  to  the  opi- 
nion raanifesled  of  it  by  lord  Wellington's 
opponent.  That  ottcer  mM,  it  had  been  so 
fortified,  that  the  outworks  alone  might 
have  stood  a  ten  days'  siege,  and  h^  pro- 
nounced its  rapid  reduction  an  incompre- 
hensible event. .  This  was  a  sufficient  an- 
swer 10  what  had  fallen  fron  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet on  this  subject ;  and  he  must  say, 
that  if  two  separate  sums  bad  been  pro- 
posed to  the  House,  he  should  have  voted 
fbr  the  larger. 

Sir  C  BurreU  would  not  have  arisen,  but 
for  the  observations  of  the  hon^  baronet ; 
al  the  same  thne  be  was  aware  that  those 
observations  bad  been  most  ably  and  auc- 
cessfully  answered  by  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman. The  hoB.  baronet  had  stated  the 
comparative  merits  of  Suchet  and  of  the 
earl  of  Wellington ;  that  comparison  was 
not  to  be  endured.  What  had  been  the 
conduct  of  Sachet }  At  Tarragona  there 
were  between  7  and  800  men,  woman  and 
children  wantonly  put  to  the  sword  by  his 
orders.  (Hear,  hear!)  What  had  been 
the  conduct  of  the  earl  of  Wellington  in 
the  late  glorious  service  ?  Not  a  single 
life  vmM  lost  in  the  city,  with  the  exception 
of  those  on  the  ramparts*  He  had  not 
dragged  forth  the  defenceless  to  be  inhu- 
man^  bntchered  and  murdered.  He  had 
spared  their  lives  after  the  conquest,  and 
1,700  prisoners  were  marched  out  of  the 
place.  The  comparison  of  the  merits  of 
the  two  commanders  was  so  strikingly  er. 
roneous,  that  he  could  not  avoid  the  ex- 
pression of  his  feeling,  in  common  with 
other  gentlemen  so  diametrically  opposite 
to  those  of  the  hon.  baronet,  and  to  give 
bis  testimony  in  favour  of  the  noble  earl. 
He  thought  that  he  should  ill  deserve  the 
support  of  bis  constituents  in  Sussex,  if  be 
went  down  among  them  without  having 
marked  the  sense  which  he  entertained  of 
principles  such  as  had  just  been  avowed  by 
the  honourable  baronet. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  agreed  to, 
with  the  tingle  negative  of  sir  F.  Bur- 
dett. 

MONUMBNT  TO   TBB  MbMORY  OF  GbNE- 

aAL  CaiUJFURD.]    The   Cfumcelhr  <f  the 
Sroh^uir  obserredi  that  aft^  the  discus- 


sion which  had  j«st  taken  place,  when  thci 
House  was  aniobated  with  thoee  feeliiln 
which  the  eminent  services  of  the  noble 
earl  had  aroused,  it  would  be  a  pleaaing; 
though  melancholy  task  to  do  justice  to 
the  character  of  major-general  Robert 
Craufiird,  who,  at  the  head  of  the  storming 
party  which  he  most  gallantly  led  to  the 
attack  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  received  a  se- 
vere wound,  which  ultimately  dep|*ived 
him  of  life,  and  led  the  country  to  laoMOt 
the  loss  of  a  moat  able,  skilful,  and  gallant 
officer*  The  only  means  of  recogniaing 
the  merit  of  his  services,  would  be  by  the 
erection  of  a  monument  to  bis  memory* 
and  therefore  moved,  ^  That  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  bia  royal  high- 
ness the  Prince  Regent,  that  he  will  be 
graciously  pleased  to  give  directions  that 
a  Monument  be  erected  in  the  cathedral 
church  of  St,  Paul,  I/>ndon,  to  the  memory 
of  najor-ganaral  Robert  Craufurd,  who 
died  in  consequence  of  a  wound  he  re-» 
ceived  on  the  19th  day  of  January  1812, 
while  he  vras  gloriously  leading  oe  the 
light  division  to  the  storm  of  Ciudad  Ro- 
drigo, by  which  that  fortress  was  wrested 
from  the  possession  of  the  enemy ;  and  to 
assure  his  Royal  Highness  that  this  Hoose 
will  make  good  the  expense  attending  the 
same." 

Lord  Cattkruigh  regretted  his  abscace 
during  the  discussion  on  the  late  vote, 
which  precluded  him  from  adding  hia 
tiibute  of  applause  to  the  character  of  the 
earl  of  Wellington — an  applause  which, 
with  the  exception  of  the  hon.  baronet, 
and,  perhaps,  of  a  very  few  persons  out  of 
doors,  would  be  found  general.  The  cha* 
racter  of  the  lamented  major-general  Ro- 
bert Craufurd  rested  on  his  own  merits, 
and  was  but  to  be  appreciated  by  tb« 
testimonies  of  the  gallant  army  in  which 
he  bore  command;  that  army,  on  hia 
return  from  abroad,  had  recenled  his 
merits,  by  an  invoiuntary  burst  of  applause, 
when  he  6rst  appeared  on  parade.  The 
noble  lord  could  not  avoid  partaking  ef 
the  feelings  which  his  brother  officers 
evinced  when  recollecting  his  merits; 
his  character  had  been  observed  bv  ano« 
ther  officer  nearly  allied  to  the  noble  lerd. 
After  he  had  received  hia  death  wound, 
to  the  moment  of  bis  death,  he  was  at  the 
foot  of  that  breach  whch  bad  been  ef* 
fected  by  his  determined  gallantry :  the 
testimony  and  admiration  of  his  condoct 
which  the  illustrious  army  had  shewn, 
would  serve  as  a  remembrance  of  his  de* 
parted  ^orth. 
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The  motion  was  tibea  agned  te,  imr. 

N^TY  Estimates.]    Tba  House  having 
.Mselred  itself  into  a  Committee  of  Supply^ 

Ikliv  Foribft  rose  to  lay  before  the  com* 
roittee  the  Estiiiiates  (or  the  service  of  the 
rNavy  during  the  present  year.  The 
.principal  featore  of  difference,  he  obserT- 
ed,  vrould  be  found  in  a  reduction  of  about 
.200,000/.  below  the  estimates  of  the  last 
year  and  of  the  year  before  the  last.  He 
did  not  feel  it  incumbent  on  him  to  go 
.iato  much  detail  on  the  subject,  but 
should  be  extsemely  willing  to  answer 
.-any  questions  or  communicate  any  in- 
formation  that  might  be  deemed  desirable. 
The  grant  for  which  he  should  then  move 
-^ould  fell  short  of  the  vote  of  last  year  in 
another  sum  of  80,000/.  appropriated  to 
the  axpences  of  the  new  Breakwater  in 
Plymouth  Sound,  As  this  subject  was 
soon  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  be 
thought  it  better  to  defer  moving  for  that 
aom  at  present  The  right  hen.  gentle- 
man then  ^ve  a  short  history  of  Uie  re- 
ductions efiected  in  the  navy  debt  during 
the  two  last  years.  From  these  savings, 
and  partly  owing  to  the  liberal  provision 
made  last  year  by  parliament,  he  felt 
himself  justified  in  concluding  from  the 
State  of  part  of  the  naval  expenditure 
whicb  was  called  Wear  and  Tear,  the 
service  would  require  a  sum  less  than  that 
of  last  year  by  5 1 4,000/.  There  was  only 
one  additional  point  to  which  he  wished 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House,  and  that 
was»  the  propriety  of  making  some  further 
provision  for  the  chaplains  in  the  navy. 
From  various  causes  the  original  fund  had 
become  quite  inadequate  to  the  due  sup- 
port and  maintenance  of  this  class  of  per- 
sons. There  were  now  in  the  vi'hole  ser* 
vice  but  thirty,  nine  chapHias,  and  he  was 
persuaded  the  House  would  coincide  with 
htm$  that  religious  advice  and  consolation 
were  not  less  requisite  to  our  naval  forces 
than  to  other  men.  The  schoolmasters' 
fund  had  become  equally  inadequate; 
and  it  was  therefore  bb  intention  to  pro* 
pose  30^000/.  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  more  suitable  provision.  This  plan  was 
la  unite  the  two  employments,  and  to  give 
,^5a/«  per  annum  to  each  individual  ful- 
filling the  duties  of  both,  which,  with  the 
other  incideutal  advantages,  might  perhaps 
1^  deemed  a  siefficient  remoneiratioa« 
After  serving  ten  years  in  what  was  called 
aeea^geiag  sUp,  they  shjauUi  be  entitled 
tP  a  pay  mU.  per  day»  aAd  to  fotaia  it 
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until  they  should  enjoy  chureh  prefer- 
ment equal  to  400/.  per  annum.  He 
should  trouble  the  House  no  further  at 
present,  but  move,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  a  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing  1,038,^14/.  3s.  2d.  be  grant^  to  his 
Majesty,  for  defraying  the  salaries  and 
contingent  expences  of  the  admiralty, 
navy  pay,  navy  and  victualling-offices  and 
dock-yard^  also  of  the  officers  of  the  out- 
ports  and  toreign  yards,  the  wages  and 
victuals  to  officers  and  ship-keepers  of 
vessels  in  ordinary,  the  expenses  of  har- 
bour mooring,  and  rigging,  the  ordinary 
repairs  of  ships  and  buildings  in  the  dock- 
yards, and  bounty  to  chaplains,  for  the 
year  1812." 

Mr.  Calcrqft  said,  that  he  did  not  rise  to 
give  any  oppK>sition  to  the  motion,  because 
he  considered  the  estimates  quite  uneJ(- 
ceptionable ;  he  wished  merely  to  allude 
to  some  petitions  which  he  had  thought  it 
his  duty  some  time  since  to  lay  before  the 
House,  and  which  came  from  the  working- 
people  in  several  of  his  Majesty's  dock- 
yards. They  chiefly  con^plaine d  of  the 
hardship  of  being  charged  with  the  Income 
tax;  and  although  he  himself  had  no 
opinion  one  W9y  or  the  other  of  the  jus- 
tice of  so  charging  them,  yet  he  hoped 
that  govern ment  would  take  their  case 
into  consideration. 

Mr.  Ywke  assured  the  bon.  gentkmaa» 
that  he  was  quite  misinformed  with  re- 
spect to  the  situation  of  the  shipwrights  in 
his  Majesty's  dock^yards:  they  complain- 
ed without  reason,  and  government  could 
not  help  men  who  chose  to  be  perversa. 
He  hoped,  however,  that  that  good  ssnse 
which  was  the  characteristic  of  fingiish- 
men,  would  teach  those  people  to  bf  con- 
tented under  the  circumstances  of  their 
station  in  life.  What  reason  had  they 
more  than  any  other  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects to  be  exempted  from  the  Income > tax? 

Mr.  (kiicrqft  was  obliged  to  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  for  his  explanation,  which 
he  would  communicate  to  the  petitioners, 
who  were  men  of  sense,  not  at  all  inclined 
to  be  per^rerse. 

Mr.  Gra^eli  observed^  that  ia  the  esti^- 
mates  he  saw  no  statement  of  the  expence  of 
the  establishment  formed  lome  years  ago  ia 
Portsmouth  yard, for  melting  and  re-manu^ 
factoring  copper  sheathing.  In  any  obser* 
vations  be  might  make  upon  the  subject,  he 
did  not  mean  to  impute  any  blame  whatever 
either  to  the  Admiralty  or  the  Navy  board  ; 
bat  having  been  in  the  dock-yard  a(  Ports- 
noutb  last  mmmer»  ha  b94  inspected  the 
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copper  sheathing  made  there*  and  did  not 
hesitate  to  say.  that  it  was  of  a  quality  that 
would  have  caused  its  rejection  by  any 
private  ship  builders  in  the  kingdom  ;  he 
nad  also  reason  to  believe  that  this  infe- 
rior article  cost  the  public  much  more 
than  good  copper  could  have  been  ob- 
tained from  the  private  manufactories  of 
the  kingdom. 

Mr.  Yorke  said,  the  copper  which  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  seen,  was  copper  taken 
off  the  bottoms  of  ships  which  had  been 
sheathed  with  contract  copper. 

Mr.  Grenfell  replied,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  hnd  misunr^erstood  him,  for  that 
tile  copper  which  be  had  sef^nat  Portsmouth 
was  m  w  copper  made  at  the  Portsmouth 
mill— He  did  not  consider  the  House  of 
Commons  a  proper  pla^e  to  investigate  the 
*  comparative  nierits,  either  in  point  of 
qnahty  or  price  of  copper,  or  any  other 
article.  Bui  if  the  righi  bon.  gentleman 
would  order  an  investigation  to  be  made 
into  the  subject  at  the  Admiralty,  and 
would  furnish  him  with  such  accounts  as 
he  would  point  out  as  necessary  tor  the 
ttibject,  be  was  confident  that  the  right 
hoa.  gentleman  would  be  convinced  that 
the  copper  ^beHtbing  furnished  by  the 
Portsmouth  mill  was  worse  in  quality,  and 
Btgher  in  price,  than  the  article  could  be 
bought  at  from  private  manufacturers ; 
%nd  if  so  convinced,  he  was  confident  that 
Bo  person  woo  Id  be  more  anxious  than  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  himself  to  correct 
the  abuse  complained  of. 

Admiral  Markham  conceived  that  the 
only  objection  to.  the  Portsmouth  copper 
was,  that  it  was  put  into  the  rollers  before 
it  was  cleansed.  With  respect  to  the  pro- 
posed arrangement  respecting  the  chap- 
Jains,  he  wished  to  see  the  duty  of  the 
schoolmaster  united  to  that  of  the  chap- 
lain. The  hon.  admiral  then  alluded  to 
the  construction  of  a  new  ship  called  the 
Tremendous,  and  trusted  there  were  not 
many  more  to  be  built  upon  the  same 
construction,  as  he  understood  the  timbers 
were  rotten. 

Mr.  Yorkc  replied,  that  the  report  on 
that  ship  would,  he  believed,  convince  the 
House  that  the  Tremendous  was  not 
rotten;  the  only  doubt  was  as  to  her 
decks.  There  was,  he  could  assure  the 
hon.  admiral,  only  one  more  ship  to  be 
built  on  that  principle. 

Admiral  Harvty  approved  of  the  pro- 
posed amelioration  of  the  situation  of  th6 
chaplains,  and  the  combining  with  it  the 
instruction  of  the  youth  of  the  navy.    It 
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was  well  known  that  nzrj  offlcefv  went 
to  sea  at  such  an  early  penod  of  life,  that 
they  were  nearly  precluded  frooi  the  ad* 
vantage  of  previous  education. 

Mr.  JokMtmu  observed,  that  at  the  time 
of  the  battle  of  Trafalgar  we  had  only 
125,000  seamen;  that  aince  that  period 
our  naval  success  had  been  constant  and 
progressive,  and  yet  we  now  thought  pro- 
per to  keep  op  a  naval  force  of  I^StOOD* 
Sir  Francis  D'ivernois  was  well  known  to 
be  no  friend  to  the  French  govemmeot'; 
but  he  had  thought  proper  to  praise  the 
distinct  mode  in  which  thf  French  pnbhc 
accounts  were  kept.  From  these  ac- 
counts it  appeared  that  the  French  oaTal 
expenditure  had  been  gradually  diminish- 
iVg  9ince  1803.  He  merely  made  these 
observations,  because  there  was  a  sort  df 
feeling  of  partiality  for  the  navy  through- 
out the  country,  which  was  very  apt  to 
make  us  forget  that  a  great  part  of  that 
money  which  was  expended  on  it  might» 
perhaps,  be  much  more  profitably  em^ 
ployed  in  carrying  on  the  contest  on  the. 
continent. 

Mr.  ybflie believed  the  hon.  gentleman  to 
be  misinformed  with  respect  to  the  state  of 
the  French  navy.  The  hon.  gentleman 
bad  referred,  in  proof  of  this,  to  the 
French  public  accounts.  H6  was  himself 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  French 
accounts,  to  know  that  it  was  extremely 
difficult  to  obtain  from  them  a  satisfactory 
idea  of  the  amount  of  any  branch  of  pnb^ 
lie  expenditure.  But  he  could  tell  the 
hon.  gentleman,  that  the  French  had 
been  lately  labouring  inconceivably  to 
augment  their  navy;  that  every  month 
added  considerably  to  it;  that  at  present 
there  were  not  fewer  than  twentv-nve  sail 
of  the  line  in  the  Scheldt,  and  thirtj-fire 
ships  of  the  line  in  the  different  sports  of 
Holland.  At  Toulon^  Venice,  and  Genoa 
they  were  also  building  ships  to  a  consi- 
derable extent;  and  he  believed  their 
naval  force  was,  upon  the  whole,  little 
short  in  the  Mediterranean  of  what  it  was 
in  the  North  SeA.  If  the  French  were 
exert'mg  themselves  to  such  an  exten^. 
sqrely  we  ought  to  be  sufficiently  prepared 
to  meet  them  at  all  points;  if  once  the 
naval  force  was  to  be  lowered,  and  an 
exigency  arose,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
increase  it.  We  ought  to  be  fully  pre* 
pared  to  meet  them  in  all  parts  of  tb% 
world.  An  inferior  navy  would  be  a 
great  detilment  to  this  country. 

Lord'  Vochram  hoped,  that,  as  a  derfti« 
tioM  from  mere  detail  was  atiowad  whea 
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the  Army  E$timate8  were  in  a  cbminittee^ 
it  would  not  be  entirely  oat  of  coarse  to 
ofi^r  a  few  general  remarks  while  the 
supply  of  the  Navy  was  before  the  House, 
not  with  a  view  to  oppose  the  supply  for 
the  ordinary  establishment  of  the  navy, 
bot  as  to  the  proper  application  of  the 
enormous  sums  granted  for  that  service 
generally,  to  which  nothins  coo  Id  in  his 
opinion,  contribute  more  than  that  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  should  not  be  consi* 
dered  as  a  mere  appendage  to  the  minis- 
ter of  the  day,  and  be  displaced  by  e?ery 
agitation  of  the  political  system — thus 
misapplication  of  mbans  was  rendered  per 
petual ;  for,  just  as  the  members  acquired 
some  knowledge  of  their  .complicated 
duties  and  of  the  powers  they  ought  to 
direct  against  the  enemy,  then  they  were 
displaced  to  make  room  for  others  of  no 
experience.  The  observations  which  he 
had  to  address  to  the  chairman,  related 
chiefly  to  the  means  of  annoying  the  ene- 
my which  the  government  possessed  in  a 
right  disposal  of  the  naval  force  of  the 
country «  which  at  present  was  totally 
uselesa  except  for  the  purpose  of  passive 
blockades.  Had  5,000  men  with  atten- 
dant naTai  transports  been  kept  in  read!- 
ness  in  such  a  central  situation  as  Minorca, 
for  instance,  it  would  have  been  impossi- 
ble for  the  French  to  have  made  any  pro« 
gress  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  penin- 
sula; for  no  sooner  should  the  enemy 
have  laid  siege  to  Tarragona,  Valencia, 
Alicant,  or  any  other  place,  than  their 
affairs  might  have  been  reversed  at  the 
other  extremity.  Rosas,  for  instance, 
was  within  twelve  hours  sail  of  Minorca 
and  about  eighteen  from  Alicant,  whereas 
on  the  other  haod  it  was  a  twenty- five 
days  march  at  least  from  Aiicant  to 
Rosas.  Comparing  the  respective  popula- 
tions of  Britain  and  France,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  think  of  carrying  on  an  eqaal 
warfare  in  the  peninsula.  A  greater 
number  of  men  than  all  the  British  who 
were  at  present  there,  must  perish  before 
it  could  be  possible  to  drive  out  the 
French.  The  desultory  nature  of  naval 
warfare  was,  in  his  opinion,  the  best  cal* 
colated  for  that  purpose,  and  for  this  we 
had  the  highest  authorities  in  ancient  and 
modem  times.  If  the  French,  with  a 
contemptible  flotilla*  could  keep*  this 
countiy  in  alarm,  what  was  oar  gigantic 
navy  not  capable  of  doing  ?  The  whole  of 
France  lay  at  the  mercy  of  the  British 
ministry.  Had  the  enemy  a  naval  supe- 
riority and  only  10^000  dijpoiable  Uoojpi, 
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on  what  part  of  the  shores  of  England 
could  people  repose  in  tranquillity?  The 
war  as  at  present  conducted  could  not 
possibly  have  a  successful  termination* 
It  was  a  great  misfortune  that  the  House 
of  Commons  listened  to  nothing  which 
was  beyond  the  sphere  of  their  own 
knowledge;  and  when  any  professional 
man/  like  himself,  rose  up  to  give  informa- 
tion, party  was  immediately  thrown  in 
his  teeth ;'  factious  motives  were  instantly 
imputed,  however  pure  his  wishes  for  the 
good  of  his  country.  He  put  it  to  the 
committee,  whether  the  whole  force  of 
this  country  was  not  on  the  alert,  and 
almost  concentrated  on  the  coasts  of  Kent 
and  Sussex,  when  an  invasion  was  threa- 
tened by  a  contemptible  flotilla  of  the 
enemy ;  and  if  so,  what  might  not  be 
done,  if  the  gigantic  naval  power  of  Eng- 
land was  to  Uireaten  the  enemy's  shores  ? 
It  was  his  sincere  opinion,  that  the  whole 
coast  of  France  was  completely  at  the^ 
mercy  of  his  Majesty's  ministers.  The 
noble  lord  next  adverted  to  the  coasting 
trade  carried  on  by  France,  and  which  it 
was  in  our  power  to  destroy.  That  trade 
existed  to  an  extent  almost  incredible; 
It  was  in  our  power  to  dismantle  their 
batteries,— to  blow  up  their  towers, — and, 
above  all,  to  destroy  that  chain  of  signal - 
posts,  by  which  a  telegraphic  communica* 
tion  was  kept  up  from  Flushing  to 
Bayonne,  ana  from  the  south-east  point 
o(  Spain  to  Venice.  Each  of  those  signal 
posts  could  be  successfully  attacked  by 
ten  men,  as  except  in  a  few  situations 
they  were  exposed,  and  seldom  had  above 
two  or  three  maimed  soldiers  to  conduct 
them.  Ije  had  no  interest  whatever  in 
forcing  those  observations  on  the  attention 
of  the  committee,  and  be  hoped  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  would  not  think  them  al^^ 
together  unworthy  of  his  consideration. 
He  should  not,  he  said,  attempt  at  that 
time  to  say  more;  but  he  trusted  that 
members  who  were  far  more  capable  to  do 
justice  to  the  subject  than  he  could  pre* 
lend  to  be,  would  turn  it  in  their  minds; 
knd  bring  the  subject  forward ,  or  that  hi# 
Majesty's  ministers  would  investigate  thtf 
truth  and  act  accordingly.  In  either  case 
he  was  certain  attention  to  the  hinu  he 
had  thus  thrown  out  could  not  fail  of 
being  attended  with  the  most  beneficial 
results  to  the  country.  He  did  not  think 
ministers,  in  not  having  attended  to  the 
subject,  were  so  much  to  blame  as  the 
Hoo^,  for  they  were,  or  ought  to  be,  the 
guardians  of  the  poblic  purse;  bat  be  waa 
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Crry  ip  say  the  praqtice  of  the  Jlouee  wa§ 
▼ote  estimates  to  a  very  ^reat  amount 
without  at  all  troubling  themselrea  to 
enquire  how  those  estimates  were  applied. 
Besides  the  signal  posts  he  had  mentioned, 
there  were  placed  along  the  whole  coast 
oi'  Spain  many  small  parties  of  soldiert  in 
churches,  convents,  and  other  buildings, 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  people  of 
the  maritime  towns  in  awe,  and  passing 
along  supplies  to  the  armies,  which  sup* 
plies  itwas  in  our  power  to  intercept,  as  the 
palj  practicable  military  road  was  within 
a  pistol  shot  of  the  margin  of  the  sea.  The 
smallest  assistance  would  encourage  the 
people  to  rise  upon  them.  But  without 
such  assistance  they  were  afraid  to  do  so, 
knowing  that  the  Frei^ch  would  burn  their 
houses,  violate  their  wives,  and  murder 
themselves.  This  he  had  seen  them  do. 
During  all  the  time  he  was  off  Catalonia, 
the  French  had  barely  sufficient  force  to 
defend  themselves  against  the  natives; 
and  in  every  enterprise  which  they  under- 
took ^hey  were  foiled.  It  was  notorious, 
however,  to  all  the  world,  that  the  atten* 
tion  of  ministers  was  always  engaged  ex- 
clusively on  one  or  two  objects,  and  that 
ihey  never  took  an  extended  view  of 
things.  If  our  commander  on  that  coast 
had  had  discretionary  powers  to  supply 
Figueras,  which  was  the  key  of  Catalonia, 
with  provisions,  it  could  not  have  been 
taken  by  force,  for  it  was  impregnable. 
If  government  would  only  act  in  a  proper 
way,  it  was  impossible  that  Buonaparte 
could  go  on  a  twelvemonth  longer.  The 
noble  lord  referred  to  the  American  war : 
Iliad  ministers  during  that  war,  instead  of 
marching  large  armies  through  the  coun- 
try, only  transported  10,000  men  from 
one  place  to  another,  they  would  soon 
have  laid  waste  the  whole  sea  coast,  and 
the  country  most  have  submitted.  He 
wished  the  House  to  reflect  on  what  be 
had  already  stated,  respecting  the  reform 
of  the  Admiralty  court  laws;  for  if  they 
would  appropriate  one  million  a  year 
which  was  nearly  the  double  of  what  was 
'actually  derivedf  firom  the  practices  he 
wished  to  see  abolished,  there  would  be 
a  saving  of  more  than  four  millions  a  year 
to  the  country  on  the  naval  estal>lisbment, 
and  the  duty  would  be  better  perCprmed. 
Mr.  UatddmoH  deprecated  the  species 
of  warfare  recommended  by  the  noble 
lord,  which  he  thought  would  not  be  pro- 
4«ctiTe  of  the  effecU  he  expected.  He 
then  adverted  to  the  statement  made  by 
Aa  light  hofiu  gentlomaa  (JAu  Y^rka) 
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relative  ta  the  appointment  of  Cha|ilaiM 
and  School-masters;  ai^d  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  no  qualified  persoa 
would  Q^ter  for  the  latter  situation,  on  ac- 
count of  the  smallness  of  the  present  salary. 
Very  few  ships  were  provided  with  school* 
masters,  and  in  those  that  had  them,  they 
were  paid  by  the  captain  and  the  young 
gentlemen.  He  thought,  therefore,  that 
there  was  no  subject  more  worthy  of  atten- 
tion»  and  he  was  happy  to  see  that  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  bad  considered  it  in 
that  light.  The  right  boo.  gentleman  had 
stated  the  number  of  chaplains  at  SO, 
but  he.  hoped  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
did  not  mean  that  that  number  was  suf- 
ficient for  the  navy  ;  and  he  also  hoped 
that  if  they  undertook  the  office  of  school- 
master, that  they  might  be  found  able  to 
instruct  in  the  practical  parts  <)f  n«viga> 
tion,  which  was  so  essentially  necessary : 
but  he  could  not  help  entertaining  appre« 
hensions  that  some  difficulty  might  occur 
in  finding  persons  so  qualified.  The  hon. 
gentleman  then  adverted  to  the  situation 
of  the  marine  corps,  and  expressed  bis  re- 
gret, that  tlie  right  hon.  gent,  had  not  made 
any  mention  of  that  highly  meritorious 
corps,  when  he  proposed  a  measure  for 
the  relief  of  the  chaplains  of  the  navy. 
The  hon.  gentleman  said  he  had  stated,  on 
a  former  occasion,  that  the  pay  of  the 
marines  might  be  increased,  without 
creating  any  additional  expence,  by  not 
filling  up  certain  vacancies,  which  would 
create  a  saving  equal  to  the  purposes  re- 
quired. He  would  only  add,  as  an  in* 
stance  of  the  unequal  looting  on  which 
the  marine  corps  were  placed,  that  the 
senior  commandant  was  not  on  a  footing 
with  the  field  officers  of  the  same  rank  in 
the  army,  instead  of  being  entitled  to  look 
forward  t6the  rank  of  a  general,  which,  in 
justice,  he  ought  to  be.  The  marine  corps 
was  also  deprived  of  the  proporfion  of 
field  officers ;  and  he  should  like  to  know 
why  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  no( 
disposed  to  advise  the  ministry,  or  to  re* 
commend  to  the  Prince  Regent  a  moro 
^qual  management.  He  was  not  speaking 
his  own  sentiments  merely  en  the  subject, 
but  those  of  the  whole  body  of  the  ma<« 
rines ;  and  he  defied  the  right  hon.  gen« 
tleman  to  say,^with  the  Memorial  from 
that  corps  on  the  .table  before  him,  that  bo 
was  making  any  statement  on  behalf  of 
any  individqal,  or  from  any  private  view 
of  his  own,  distinct  from  the  sen§e  an4 
feelitng  of  the  entire  of  that  liieritorioiia 
body  of  meuj  on  whose  behalf  ho  wiia 
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speakiiig.  UMer  ihose  cmnunstance*, 
he  hoped  the  right  hxHi.  geotleiDMi  wooM 
dKrecl  his  attenlton  to  the  sitaalion  of  this 
exoeHent  corps. 

Lorcf  Cochrtmef  in  explanation,  defended 
the  sjstem  which  he  had  recommended, 
as  peculiarly  calculated  to  injure  the 
enemy's  coasting  trade,  which  was  the 
great  nursery  of  his  seamen. 

Admiral  Markham  wished  to  know  ift 
what  branch  of  the  service  the  saring  had 
been  made  ? 

Mr.  Yorke  said,  that  the  saving  had 
occurred  on  the  wear  and  tear,  and  the 
stato  of  the  navy  debt  proved  the  fact,  as 
it  was  900,000/.  less  than  it  kiA  been  last 
year. 

Mr.  Titmcy  inquired,  whether  the  sav- 
ing was  an  incldentai  one,  or  one  which 
proceeded  fncMnan  economical  arrange- 
ment ^  In  the  latter  case  it  might  be  per- 
■MoeBt ;  but  if  the  saving  proceeded  from 
any  other  sonrce,  he  feared  that  the  esti* 
mate  of  next  year  would  more  than  coon- 
ttrfoalance  it. 

Mr.  Forihc  replied,  that  it  proceeded  from 
the  latter,  and  the  amount  would  be  proved 
by  the  decrease  of  the  navy  debt  It 
would  be  remembered  that  the  House*  last 
year,  made  a  very  liberal  vote  for  the 
wear  and  tear  estimates.  On  experience 
the  whole  was  found  not  to  be  neces- 
sary, and  it  was  applied  in  a  different 
direction. 

The  Resolutio^i  vras  then  agreed  to,  as 
were  also  the  other  usual  annual  Resolu- 
tions relating  to  the  Navy. 

Army  Estimatxs.]  Lord  Pahmtmtm, 
in  rising  to  submit  to  the  HoOse  those 
details  which  it  was  his  d«ty  to  lay  be- 
fore them,  wished  to  6tate  them  as  sac«- 
cinctly  as  possible,  reterving  to  himself 
the  right  of  speaking  on  any  subject  which 
might  appear  to  require  a  more  ample 
explanation  than  he  might  give  in  the 
first  instance.  The  expences  might  be 
divided  into  two  heads :  1st,  those  which, 
like  regimental  charges,  grew  on  fixed 
establishments;  2nd,  those  which,  like 
recruiting  charges,  were  contingent.  In 
the  former,  every  care  had  been  taken 
to  compress  them  within  as  narrow  a  com- 
pass as  possible ;  in  the  latter,  the  actual 
expenditure  of  the  last  year  haid  been 
taken  as  the  basis  of  the  estimate  for  the 
present— He  would  fiM  take  the  esti- 
mate of  the  Land  Forces,  which  of  course 
was  divided  into  many  smaller  heads.  In 
this  estimate,  a  considerable  increase  of 
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expeAce  wohtd'  be  fdund,  and  a  const* 
durable  additien  in  men,  the  increase  in 
the  expcnoe  being  for  the  increase  in  the 
numbers.     In  the  first  instance,  he  had  to 
notice  an  addition   of   ten    men  to  th^ 
Household    regiments,  and  a  consequent 
increase  of  expence  of  1,700/.    This  if»- 
crease  arote  from    the   appointments  of 
Serjeant  School- masters.  *  For  some  yean 
the  schools  for  the  instruction  of  soldiers^ 
children  had  been  supported  by  no  esta* 
blished  fund,  but  by  the  zeal,  intelligence^ 
and  liberality  of  the  oiicers,  and  by  pri^ 
vatc  conftributions.    The  necessity  of  plac- 
ing such  schools  on  a  regular  and  permak 
neijt  establishment,  had    been    strongly 
felt  by  the  commander  in  chief,  whose 
att^tion  to  the  welfare  of  the  army  waa 
too  well  known  in  that  Honse  to  require 
any  co^sment  from  him.    In  conseauenc^ 
of  this,  a  school  had  been  esCabHsned  ih 
every  battaKon  in  the  service,  and  this 
led  to  an  expence  of  520,000^.    Out  of 
this  the  charges  for  the  pay  of  the  Ser^ 
jeant  Sckool«>master8)  for  books  and  ooi»» 
tingencies,  vrere  me^  and  he  thought  that 
this  expence  vrould  neither  be  deemed 
useless  nor  lavish,  when  the  benefit  thencn 
derived  to  the  country  was  considered, 
and   the   advintages  it  afforded    to  the 
army. — Another  increase  of  expence  arose 
from  an  addition  of  tweatv  men,  which 
had  two  years  ago  been  uken  6rom  each 
troop  of  cavalry.    These  troops,  it  wai 
at  that  time  thought,  might  be  dismounts 
ed  witboot  detriment  to  the  service,  but 
in  consequence  of  the  nalure  of  the  ope- 
rations in  which  we  \aA  since  been  en<- 
geged  in  the  peninsula ;  from  the  appli^ 
cations  made  by    lord    Wellington   Ant 
cavalry,  in  order  the  more  effectually  to 
meet  the  force  opposed  to  him  by  the 
enemy,  it  had  been  found  necessary  to 
remount  them*      The    committee    were 
aware  of  the  difficulty  of  keeping  horses 
on  a  distant  service,  and  of  the  varioui 
circumstances  which  rendered  it  neces^ 
sary  to  send  o«tt  frequent  supplies,  and 
therefore  he  would  not  detain  them  on 
that  subject.— An  increase  had  been  made 
in  the  regular  cavalry  of  126  officerl, 
which  caused   an   increased  ch&rge    of 
2^,400/.    In  the  regiments  of  the  ltne» 
the  returns  of  the  present  year  presented 
an  increase  of  9,522  men,  of  which  the 
charge  was  277,000^.    This  increase  waft 
made  by  the  transfer  of  a  considerabltl 
portion  of  the  army  which  had  been  in 
the  service  of  the  £ast  India  Company, 
and  which  bed  been  nainlained  by  them 
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-ill  their  territorial  acqaititioni.     These, 
^n  con8ef|iience  of  their  Ute   conquests, 
were  no  longer  wanted  by  them,  and  were 
therefore  transferred  to  the  crown.     In 
the   charge  was  also  included  a  second 
battalion,  which  had  been  raised  within 
Ahe  year  to  the  12th  regiment  of  foot. 
The  waggon-train  bad  been  also  augment- 
ed.    A  considerable  portion  of  this  force 
was  employed  in  the  peninsula,  and  from 
4he  value  set  on  their  services  by  lord 
^Wellington,  two  troops,  which  it  haid  been 
4n  contemplation  to  reduce,  were  still  re- 
■lained.     Of  their  utility,  lord  Welling- 
ton's last  disf^atches  bore  honourable  tes- 
timony, and  two  troops  htd  been  ad^ed. 
In  consequence  of  the  report  which  that 
noble  lord  had  made  of  there.    Adding 
two  troops,  and  thus  raising  their  number 
from  nine  to  eleven,  it  was,  however,  to 
be  observed,  that  they  were  stifl  short 
of  what  they  formerly  were  by  one  troop. 
—-The    rioble  lord,   among  other  items, 
alated  to  the  committee,  that,  in  the  mis- 
eellaneous  services,  there  was  an  increase 
of  ezpence  amounting  to  25,000//    The 
increase  on  this  head  would  have  been 
larger,  but  for  the  diminution  on  the  Irish 
estabjishment.    The  increase  arose  from 
larger  siims  having  been  given  to  recruits 
than  were  formerly  given.    In  the  year 
^S,000  men  had  been  raised,  on  which 
.the  charge  was  5\'A,000L    Last  year,  for 
;the  first  time,  a  sum  was  specified  for  the 
recruiting  service.     It  had,  however,  turn- 
ed out,  that  the  sum  nam^  had  fallen 
^ort  70,000/.  but  the  diminution  in  the 
Irish  establishment,  arising  from  the  ap« 
l>ropriation  of  beer  money  and  contingen- 
cies, reduced  the  total  increase  to  25,000/. 
From  the  sum  total  350,000/.  might  be 
deducted  ar  applicable  to  other  services. 
•—He  had  another  item  to  propose,  under 
the  head  of  allowances  for  the  core  of 
wounds,  and  the  loss  of  baggage  of  offi^ 
cersiothe  army.    It  was  usual  in  such 
cases  to  ffive  them  a  gratuity  of  a  year's 
pay,  and  to  allow  them  certain    other 
cofaif>ensations.     In    the  navy,  however. 
It  was  usual  to  grant  pensions  in  such 
cases,  according  to  the  rank  of  the  officer 
at  the  time  he  received  his  wounds.'    His 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  anxiout 
to  place  the  army  on  a  better  footing 
than  hei^fore,  had  commanded  him  to 
propose  an  additional  vote  on  that  head, 
for  granting  pensions  to  officers  Wounded 
in  the  army.     If  this  proposition   were 
agreed  to,  it  was  the  wish  of  his  Royal 
Highness  to  extend  the  provision  retro- 
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spectively  to  all  who  had  been  wooii^ed 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war  ia 
1793,  and  he  was   persuaded  the  Hoooa 
would  be  happy  by  their  concurrence  is 
such  a  motion,  to  mark  (he  high  sense 
they  had  of  the  services  of  those  wholR 
it  was  proposed  to  relieve.— He  then  took 
a  view  of  the  number  and  charge  of  the 
forces  paid  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  East 
India  Company,  and   proceeded  to  take 
a  survey  of  the  state  of  the  Militia.    There^ 
he   observed,  the  hon.  House  would    be 
quite  surprised  to  find  that  there  was  a  di- 
minution in  number  amounting  to   14,00a 
while  there  appeared  an  increased  charge 
of  800/.    At  the  time  the  estimates  were 
framed  last  year,  the  numbers  of  tlie  mili« 
tia  considerably  exceeded  Its  regular  eeta- 
blishment ;  but  as  ft  was  then  in  the  coa* 
templation  of  government  to  propose  two 
measures  to    parliament  on  the  subjeet 
(the  interchange  of  the  militias,  and  the 
permitting  them  to   vv>lunteer    into  the 
line),  they  were  not  called  opon  then  to 
make  a  provision  suitable  to.  the  narober 
then  embodied,  while  a  dediictioQ  was 
made  of  150',000/.  for  non-effectives.    On 
the  Foreign  Staff,  Home  Staff,  and  Iriak 
Sta^  there  appeared  an  increase  of  75,O0a/L 
This  he  explained  as  arising  in  a  great 
measure  firom  that  charge  being  transfer* 
red  to  the  army   eatimate%  wlMch  bad 
been  formerly  included  io  the  grant  for 
foreign  corps,  and  from  an  increaae   m 
the  foi^ign  staff.    This  incraise  was  prifi« 
cipally  on  the  foreign  staff  in  the  peBia- 
suia.    The  additional  charge  was  incurred 
in  consequence  of  the  promotion  of  tba 
general  officerr,  and  thr<rogb  an  aogmen- 
tation  of  the  number  of  medieal  men  oa 
the  staff.    The  utility  of  this  arrangement 
was  snfficiently  obvioo«  froai  the  iaipfov*> 
ed  state  of  the  arosy  in  point  of  health. 
The  staffin  our  colonies  was  included  in 
this  statement,  and  in  the  Maaritius,  which 
was  entirely  new  to  the  estimate— Under 
the  head  of  full-pay  of  retired  officers,  there 
wu  a  diminution  of  5631.  in  conseqiieiiee 
of  the  death  of  certaio  officers.     lJo4»r 
the    head  of  half- pay    and  allowanc«a» 
there  was  a  diminution  of  3,481/.    In  tlie 
estimate  for  the  in-pensioners  of  Cbelaesi 
and  Kilmainham,  compared  with  the  eslt* 
mate  of  last  year,  there  was  a  diminutioa 
of  640/.    This,  however,  was  not  a  saving 
nor  a  diminution  to  be  reckoned  on  ;aa 
f>ermanent.    In  those  estahlishmenU  the 
pensioners  were  only   c loathed  opce   ia 
two  years ;   and  this  being  the  alternate 
year  in  which  they  w^re  not  to  receive 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


Mr  J  dmm^  IBflkkLia. 

tiMikg,  th«  ^nnSiuitiMi  wm  tat 
aecauoteil  for,  v»hile  tbe  nm  wa»  feo  b« 
•gptcttd  again  io  tlie  ealianlB  of  f»3X 
}iMr.  Th«  estimate  for  Um  oai^peaMcnert 
•f  Gbeisea  aad  RiloMinluiBi*  exoMdeA 
thai  of  tbe  last  year  bj  47,705^  Tbe 
prmctpal  tncreaee  ia  tbia  head  arose  fr«t» 
iIm  Mcvease  of  tbe  nomber  of  j^estieners. 
Tbe  pay^master  general,  it  weoild  be  re« 
Membened,  i»ail  two  or  tbree  yteen  back 
feoorered  20Q.OOO/.  from  cerlabi  priaa 
agealt.  Of  tbis  mn  IQO,00(M.  ta  1810, 
.  l»d  been  applied  to  tbe  poblie.  service, 
and  the  fortber  som  of  9&0M.  in  the  last 
year.  Tbe  rentaiatog  balaoce  It  was 
Ibeugbt  proper  to  keep  for  tbe  aerrice  af 
iAm  eslabliahmeDt.  freaa  tbiskieoakl  be 
aaea  that  25,000/.  <^  tiui  sum  aaawd  ivae 
ftoC  actually  aa  increaee.  €Ni  tba  WidaiMf 
Fiasiens  ^ibere  ««ae  aa  iaoraase  of  8551 
which  arose  from  tha  iacreaae  of  thek 
aamhers.  For  tbe  Volonteer  Corps,  there 
was  a  dimioQtion  of  84,850iL  la  the  Fo<- 
teig&  Corps,  there  was  aa  iaciease  of  men 
to  the  foH  amoaat  of  5,S09,  and  Ihe  charge 
ceasequeot  on  tbis  iaerease  was  180,0004 
These  were  so  eiieetive,  thai  one  oorpe 
censistiog  of  2,000  men  exceeded  its  esta* 
hlisbmeat  by  30  or  40,  and  out  of  theb 
whole  nomber  in  bur  ser¥ice,  amounting 
la  27,000  men,  there  were  net  more  than 
l,£0O  Bon-ei^ectire.-— In  the  estimate  for 
llU  Royal  Military  'CoUece  there  was  a 
leduetion  ef  7,517/.  This  did  aot  arise 
ftem  any  charges  eC  tbe  esUbhahaent, 
hoi  wsM  caused  by  the  balance  of  a  former 
^ole  remaiamg  in  hand,  applicable  to  the 
service  of  the  cerrent  year.  In  point  of 
foct,  there  was  an  increase  of  1,200/. ;  but 
this,  set  against  tbe  totol  amount  of  the 
balance  ia  hand,  made  a  duninutian  in  tbe 
estimate,  as  he  had  stated  before,  of 
7)517/.  Fbr  the  huUdin^  of  SandhaM 
College,  the  sum,  in  .the  estimate,  was 
lO0^O00(»  Tbe  original  estimate  was 
175,0001.  Of  this  som  40^000/.  had  keen 
▼el^dia  1810,  f0,000i.ia  1811;  i^  there- 
fore (as  the  building  was  expected  to  be 
completed  in  the  course  of  the  present 
year,)  they  reselyed  on  volong  the  sum 
nocessary  for  its  compleiion,  they  could 
aot  grant  less  than  100,000/.  In  the 
charges  for  the  support  of  the  Royal  Miii- 
lary  Asylum,  there  was  as  increase  of 
l^SM/k  and  on  ^om  Compassbaate  Fund  ao 
increase  of  1,9131.  On  the  leisb  Bmr^ 
vaek  departmenlthere  was.a  diminution  of 
4§',9f0/*;  and  them 'waS' one  in  the  Com* 
odssatte  depoMmmit  ef  ia,ll9/.  and 
under  |be  head  of  ^toarannnatod  ^iSism^ 
(VOL.  XXL) 
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aaoes  there  vas  to  <be  seen  a  dimuiuiioa 
of  S,5«8/«^Tbe  noble  lord  here  summed 
apbisstatameats,  aad  teak  a  gaaetal  view 
of  the  subject,  and  of  the  measures  adopl^ 
ad  during  the  last  year  for  recruiting  tha 
jnegular  army.  Ttie  additional  charge  on 
4m  iacreased  nombars  in  our  afmy,  ha 
•talad  10  be  ^5,16C/.  In  tbe  last  year 
there  had  been  raised  for  tbe  n^ular 
anny  :-r-By  tha  ordinsry  mode  of  eidisl^ 
meat  W.'ins^  By  allowing  tbe  militia  ta 
imlunteer  into  the  line  11,716.  For  tha 
foMTeiga  corps  4,795.  These,  added  to  tbe 
Greek  infontry,  would  make  a  total  of  not 
laai  than  28  ar  29,000.  These  were  inora 
than  anoagh  ta  caver  all  tbe  casualties  ef 
tbe  year;  aad  while  in  numbers  it  waa 
saan-  that  aiqre  had  been  raised  than  was 
snScieat  te  eaier  those  casualtics  that 
micht  occar,  it  vras  most  satiafoctory  ta 
find  the  casaalties  weae  less  than  they  bad 
been  ia  the  preceding  year.  In  1 8 1 0,  the 
caioalties  amoaated  to  between  24  aad 
2d,000;  in  the  last  year  they  did  not  ex- 
ceed 91,000,  and  hence  it  vrould  be  founds 
that  tha  aggtegale  increase  in  our  army 
was  not  1m  tban  7,889.  Not  only  had 
our  military  force  thus  increased  in  the 
last  year,  but  if  we  calculated  as  we  ou^bt 
to  calculate  on  the  probability  of  our  being 
still  called  on  to  persevere  in  the  contest 
in  which  we  were  engaged,  it  was  satia- 
foctory to  find,  that  what  be  might  call 
tbe  recruitable  capaeity  of  the  country,  was 
still  such,  tbat  it  woald  abundantly  supply 
the  means.  Of  the  number  raised  in  tlm 
last  year,  there  were  more  English  8ub« 
>ects  than  were  sufficient  to  cover  all  the 
casualtiea  of  the  army.  They  exceeded 
tbe  casualties  by  2,000,  as  while  tbe  latter 
did  not  exceed  21,000,  the  former  amount* 
ed  to  23,188,  leiuring  a  clear  surplus  ta 
the  amount  before  stated.  It,  might  ha 
said  that  this  statement  waa  toa  bi^  and 
that  an  allowance  ^uld  be  made  for  tha 
number  of  the  militia  that  had.  volunteered ' 
af  er  the  aomhav  which  it  had  been  pro^ 
posed  to  draw  from  thence  to  recruit  tha 
r^lar  army.  This  might,  perhaps^  be 
ssM,  as  more  tban  11,000  had  so  yolun* 
leered,  when  hut  10,000  were  called  for. 
Makki^,  however,  the  necessary  deduction 
on  this  account,  s(^li  would  it  be  found 
that  the  number  properly  raised  withia 
tbe  3Fear,  would  eover  tbe  casualties>  as 
deduotitig  tha  surplus  he  had  aUuded  to^ 
2i^8G  wfuid  remain.  Notwithstanding 
we  had  been  ftghtmff  battles  in  almost 
wwts  part  af  tha  woiU ;  notwithstanding 
wa  had  luam  wMaasanriy  engafsd  in  da^ 
(SM) 
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ttroctiTe  sieges,  tnd  notwHhsUiidiQff  ^ 
bad  made  important  conquesu,  still  it 
"enrald  bence  be  seen  that  all  the  casual'* 
ii^s  of  the  year,  incinding  the  ravages 
made  in  oar  ranks  by  the  Tarioas  climates 
to  which  oar  troops  had  been  exposed,  as 
well  as  those  occasioned  by  the  sword, 
were  more  than  covered  by  the  extent  of 
t>ur  population,  and  that  without  severely 
pressing  on  the  civil  part  of  that  popala^ 
tion.  While  this  cheering  View  was  pre- 
sented by  the  sUte  of  our  resources  at 
home,  and  while  we  were  still  waging 
aucoeesful  war  against  the  enemy  in  rari* 
ous  parts  of  the  world,  it  was  in  no  small 
degree  gratifying  to  see  our  enemy  him- 
self foraishing  us  with  the  means  of  snc- 
-cessful  resistance  to  his  unprincipled  ag- 
iffressions.  It  was  seen,  that  wherever  be 
found  his  way,  and  dragged  the  reluctant 
inhabitants  to  his  standard,  to  be  at  once 
the  victims- and  the  instruments  of  his  dia- 
t>olical  and  unjust  oppression,  no  sooner 
were  they  >  converted  into  soldiers  in  his 
service,  than  at  the  first  opportunity  they 
quitted  his  detested  ranks  and  came  over 
to  the  English.  With  these  observations 
-be  should  now  conclude,  reserving  to  him- 
self the  right  of  replying  to  any  remarks 
that  might  be  made  on  the  statements  he 
had  had  the  honour  to  make.  The  noble 
lord  then  concluded  by  moving  his  first 
Resolution. 

Mr.  Bamhti  complimented  the  noble 
lord  on  the  perspicuous  statement  he  had 
made,  and  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  the 
success  which  had  attended  the  recruiting 
for  the  line.  He  lamented,  at  the  same 
time,  the  frequent  change  of  system  in 
some  departments,  for  instance  the  caval- 
^Jf  by  which  the  country  was  put  to  great 
expence.—He  then  adverted  to  the  Corps 
de  Depot,  not  noticed  by  the  noble  lord, 
and  inquired  why  it  was  not  noticed  ?  He 
feared  that  the  college  at  Sandhurst  would 
exceed  the  estimate :  its  object  was  good, 
but  be  hoped  that  economy  would  be 
practised.  There  was  one  part  of  the  Es- 
timates to  which  he  had  not  only  a  strong 
objection,  but  would  take  the  sense  of  the 
Committee  upon  it,  or  if  he  did  not  press 
it  to  night,  he  should  certainly  when  the 
report  was  brought  up.  He  alluded  to 
4he  item  in  the  $2d  page  of  the  Estimates, 
of  a  sum  of  2,7  90Z.  to  be  paid  to  the  Pay- 
master of  Widows'  Pensions.  He  saw 
that  charge  with  unaffected  surprise ;  and 
he-ihouffht  that  such  an  oflSce  should  not 
fee  filled  up  at  such  a  time,  in  the  very 
teeth  of  aR^solutim  eoiond  m  t^x^  Joitr- 
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nab  of  that  House,  and  made  on  the  Slal 
of  May,   1810.    That  Resolution   sUted 
that  it  was  expedient  to  abolish  all  offices 
executed  by  deputy.    Was  it  not,  then» 
a   most  extraordinary  matter,  and  one    * 
vrhich  it  Would  well  become  the  House  to 
examine,  that  an  office,  such  as  he  was 
now  alluding  to,  should,  in  defiance  of  the 
sense  of  the  |Ionse,  be  filled  up,  when,  it 
was  evident,  there  was  no  effective  duties 
to  discharge  ?    The  case,  too,  was  the 
more  extraordinary  when  it  was  remem« 
ber^  that  commissioners,  military  com* 
missioners,  appointed  by  a  government 
whose  vievrs  were  not  peculiarly  Cavoor- 
able  to  the  abolition  of  sinecure  P[<^^ 
had  reported  ofthis  very  office,  ''That  it 
was  executed   entirely  by  deputy  and 
clerks,  that  the  principal  never  appeared 
at  all  in  the  business,  that  the  office  ap- 
peared to  them  unnecessary,  that  the  pnn- 
lie  derived  no  benefit  from  it,  that  it  was 
a  perfbct  sinecure  to  the  principal,  and  not 
much  less  so  to  the  deputy,  and  that,  as  it 
created  an  unnecessary  expence  to  the 
public,  it  ought  no  longer  to  exisu*   When 
these  circumstances  were  joined  together 
in  the  remembrance  of  the  House,  he 
should  not  think  that  pariiament  did  iu 
duty,  if  such  a  manifest  violation  of  its 
Resolution  was  permitted  ;    and  when« 
therefor^,  the  Resolution  which  related  to 
that    estimate  was  proposed,  he  should 
move  for  its  deduction,  and  if  he  fail^  in 
obtaining  it,  which  he  could  hardly  imap 
gine  would  be  the  case,  he  would  take  a 
fiirther  opportunity  of  resisting  it  when 
the   Report  of  the   Committee  was  re* 
ceived. 

Colonel  M'Mahon  rose  and  spoke  as  fol- 
lowfr:— Sir,  J  must  intreat  the  indulgence^ 
the  House  for  a  few  moments,  on  a  subject 
which  of  late  has  so  frequently  been 
brought  before  iu  consideration.  I  mean. 
Sir,  the  office  of  Receiver  and  Paymaster 
to  the  Widows'  Pensions.  At  the  time. 
Sir,  when  the  Prince  Regent  was  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  confer  upon  me  this 
office,  his  Royal  Highness,  as  has  been 
already  stated  by  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  certainly 
gave  it  to  me  subject  to  the  will  and 
pleasure  of  this  House.  On  such  con- 
ditions, fisir,  most  certainly  I  accepted  it. 
and  to  that  will  and  pleasure  I  now  most 
implicitly  bow.  Sir,  I  must  beg  to  ob- 
serve, that  this  goodness  on  the  part  of  hia 
Royal  Highness,  was  entirely  spontaneous  ; 
for  I  neter  had  thia  pmumption  to  suppose 
tltttany  .boAhle  lerficeil  could  givctp 
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the  ilhisiribiu'  personage  whMn  I  baye 
the  pride  aod  bappiDeis  to  senre,  coald 
entitle  me  to  claim  any  pobiic  remnnera- 
tion ;  and  I  do  readily  agree  with  an  bon. 
gentleman^  who,  on  a  former  night,  witb 
more  justice  than  perhaps  kindness,  cb* 
aer? ed,  that  the  situation  I  possessed  in  his 
Royal  Higbness's  family  was  perfectly 
•officient  for  any  ser?tces  I  coald  render. 
Indeed,  Sir,  I  will  go  further  than  that  bon. 
gentleman,  bv  declaring  my  reward  to  be 
more  than  sufficient,  and  owning  that  life 
at  this  moment  seems  to  promise  me  but 
too  short  a  span  to  ever  requite,  by  any 
serf  ices,  the  abundant  over-payment  which 
the  generous  and  noble  heart  of  my  royad 
master  has  heaped  upon  me  for  sixteen 
years  past,  in  acts  of  kindness  and  afiec- 
tlon— -acts  which  have  been  of  so  delicate 
and  peculiar  a  nature,  as  to  bind  my  life, 
heart,  and  soul,  in  eternal  love  and  at* 
tacfament  towards  him.  It  seems.  Sir,  to 
have  erroneously  |^ne  abroad,  that  this 
office  was  not  a  civil,  but  a  military  one, 
from  my  predecessor  having  been  for 
many  years,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
a  general  officer ;  but  1  beg  to  observe,  in 
proof  of  its  being  a  civil,  and  not  a  mi* 
litary  office,  that  if  my  information  be  cor- 
rect, genieral  Fox  did  enjoy  this  office  be- 
fore, and  when  he  was  a  lieutenant  of 
dragoons.  If  so,  Sir,  1  am  not  called  upon 
to  make  put  any  case  of  military  services, 
for  this  distinction.  Bat,  Sir,  were  such 
a  case  to  be  necessary,  I  flatter  myself  that 
I  could  have  the'good  fortune  without  any 
ostentation,  or  without  any  departure  from 
becoming  modesty,  by  an  appeal  to  the 
testimonies  of  commanders  eminently 
high  in  the  profession,  and  deservedly  so 
In  the  estimation  of  tbeir  country,  under 
whom  I  had  the  honour  to  serve,  that  few 
men  had  underffone,  in  the  same  space  of 
time,  more  real  and  actual  service,  and 
with  more  individual  credit  to  himself, 
than  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  do  in  the 
sereral  gradations  of  rank,  from  ensign 
to  colonel,  for  21  years,  from  1775  to 
1796 ;  when,  from  ill  health,  and  that 
chiefly  acquired  in  the  service,  having 
served  the  entire  seven  years  of  the  Ame* 
rican  war,  1  was  compelled  to  retire  from 
the  army ;  in  which,  however,  had  it  been 
my  lot  to  have  continued  until  this  time, 
equally  fortunate  and  unimpeached  in  my 
conduct,  1  should  hope  that  1  might  now 
have  the  honour  to  be  a  lieutenant-general 
in  his  Mi^esty's  service.  I  have  now. 
Sir,  only  one  or  two  observations  mote  to 
trespass  on  the  Hoose.    I  beg  leave.  Sir,. 
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to  snhmit  to  its  feeling,  that  I  have  by  the 
acceptance  of  this  o&e  already  vacated 
my  SMt  in  parliament,  and  sinee  under* 
gone  the  inconvenience  and  difficulti^of 
a  re-election  for  it ;  and  althoueh  I  an 
quite  satisfied  that  the  office  of  fieceiver 
and  Paymaster  to  the  Widows'  Pensiona 
is  of  a  most  efficient  and  important  naUire 
in  its  duties,  having  nearly  1,600  widows 
to  keep  a  regular  account  with,  by  three 
several  payments  in  every  year,  to  write 
in  the  coarse  of  each  payment  as  many 
letters  to  them,  and  to  take  an  equal  num* 
her  of  affidaviu  on  those  different  occa* 
sions,  and  which  daties  would  well  re« 
quire  not  only  the  constant  attendance  of 
one  chief  and  two  or  three  assistant  clerks, 
besides  the  proper  personal  superintend* 
ance  of  the  Receiver  and  Paymaster  to 
the  Widows'  Pensions  himself;  and  also 
that  the  item  of  the  poundage  is  al- 
ways greatly  over-rated  in  the  army  es- 
timates, by  the  events  of  deaths,  marriages, 
and, other  casualties,  which  considerably 
diminish  it.  Still,  Sir.  J  have  no  wish  for 
any  tenure  of  this  appointment  beyond 
the  decided  sense  and  pleasure  of  this 
House,  and  intirely  submit  it  with  the  at# 
most  respect  to  tbeir  favourable  constroc- 
tion  and  judgment.  For  the  recollection 
of  the  most  kind,  handsome  and  liberal 
beyond  my  merit,  tributes  which  have 
been  paid  to  my.  character,  private  and 
personal,  by  so  many  honourable  and 
highly  respectable  gentlemen,  in  the 
course  of  the  several  discussions  which 
this  subject  has  already  undergone,.  I  shall 
ever  be  most  grateful  for,  and  it  will  be  a 
reward  to  my  feelings  of  greater  valoe 
than  any  other  I  could  receive  npoa 
earth. 

Mr.  Beimet  thought  it  >  monstrous  an^ 
intolerable  proposition  to  grant  2,7  IK)/^  a 
year  to  a  person  who  had  such  slender 
claims  on  the  public,  on  the  very  night 
when  they  were  voting  only  2,<XXM.  to  the 
earl  of  Wellington,  and  would  give  his  en-* 
tire  concorrenceto  the  motion  of  the  bon. 
gentleman* 

The  OuMceUor  qfihe  Exchequer  observed, 
that  the  filling  up  of  the  office  bad  not 
been  done  from  ignorance  of  the  Report  of 
the  Commissioners  alluded  to:  that  was 
not  the  ground  uponwhichthe  transaction 
was  to  b^  defended.  The  appointment, 
in  fact,  of  the  hon.  colonel,  did  not  form 
the  slightest  impediment  to  parliament 
exercising  its  rights,  just  the  same  as  if 
the  appointment  had  not  taken  place. 
When  the  grant  of  it  was  ma4e  to  colonel 
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M^MalioD  by  hit  K^rf  High«^  Ibera: 

was  iMthing  •tifrolateil  which  ombKI  afford 
Uie  slightest  clsioi  fortto  jbdng  retained  as 
a  matter  of  rigitt^  \m  opposition  to  the  will 
of  piirliament.  0«  the  contrary^  it  was 
esepressly  stated*  that  he  was  io  receive  it 
as  an  office  iikdy  to  midergo  the  disctas- 
aion  of  parliaipent*^ikely  to  undergo  a 
nelbrai — likely  tvoi  4o  he  abbliahod ;  and 
if  so,  he  could  ham  so  datm  io  oppose  to 
Mch  reforBMtieD»  or  .to  s«ch  ahcditioo. 
Ttere  was  nothings  therefore,  to  preclude 
the  hon.  moMiber  kom  making  his  «iotie»» 
nothing  to  impede  any  one  in  giving  bis 
▼ote  upon  that  motion-^as  imr  as  regarded 
either  the  one  or  the  other,  it  was  as  if  the 
office  still  remained  mifiMed.  He  WoaM 
wish  to  know,  thenefere,  what  had  been 
done,  tn  appointing  colonel  M'Mahon, 
which  could  be  censtrned  into  ^ying 
in  the  lace  of  parliament,  when  the 
irery  way  in  vrhidi  th«  appoiitnieBt  was 
made  was  one  which  left  it  free  to  the 
discassion  and  to  the  disposal  of  par- 
liament ?  in  that  committee  which  Wd 
been  alloded  to,  it  was  a  distinct  apecifi- 
Mtioo  that  no  sinecares  should  be  abo- 
lished without  a  previovs  consideration 
how  those  who  hold  them  should  be  other- 
wise rewarded ;  and  it  was  a  ^nesmn  for 
parliament  to  consider,  what  reward 
might  be  justly  doe  ia  this  case.  The  ser- 
vices, the  civil  services^  which  the  hon. 
dolonel  had  performed  for  his  prince,  ffave 
him  a  claim  open  the  genesosity  of  his 
nayal  master.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
then  staled  what  -had  t^n  the  specific  in- 
tnnlion  of  the  committee  in  recommending 
the  ahohtion  of  this  office ;  and  eoneluded 
Iqr  ohsenring,.tbat  wh^^ver  might  be  the 
sense  of  the  committee,  of  the  House,  or 
df  parliament  oq  the  sobject»  hetrmftted, 
al  least*  that  •no  one  woald  concbr  with 
the  hon.  gentlemhn  ia  thinking  that  the 
office  had  been  granted  in  such  a  way  ^ 
Qojild  be  interpreted  into  a  violation  lofiha 
express  declarations  of  that  Hoase. 

Mr.  WhUhread  mei>ely  wished  to  •ask  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  whether  he  thought 
tMa  hon.  coUnel,  fbr'wbom  he  sincerely 
professed  a  very  high  esteem,  nsally  exe- 
cuted that  description  of  high  and  cffeotm 
office  which  was  meant  by  the  Resolutions 
alluded  to  ? 

.  The  ChanctUer  itf  the  Exckoqtur  denied 
that  he  had  made  anjr  such  statement ;  and 
he  denied  that  it  was  the  tnteniion  of  par- 
liament to  deprive  the  crown  of  any  menus 
of  reward  for  such  servioes  as  might  be 
<t— ad  worthy  of  aewasd'^  «iariMmld  ha 


bolieirei  oiherwism  liU  aoch  inlaMisv  if  il 
existed^  was  passed  inio  •  la#. 

Mr.  Tknitl^  agreed  with  gentlnoian  m 
tbinkii^  that  the  Pcinoe  Regent  o«ghki» 
hate  the  means  of  rewarding  «ld«id  iuA^ 
fiil  servants;  hot  the  qnea^on  «a^  wk^ 
tber  or  not  the  right  hon.  ibe  -Chanoellar 
of  the  Exchequer  iiad  <iet»  trnder  M  th» 
circumstaiioes  of  the  caie,  grossly  miacifi 
ducted  himself  in  adviaitig  the  grant  of 
t4iis  si^ecnlre  in  the  teeth  nf  n  MswUtsea 
oif  that  House.  AtthettmethattheHovsn 
came  to  that  Beaalatioii,  he  was  aaxionB 
that  there  shoald  he  seme  specific  undet^ 
standing  hetwiaen  the  hon.  gentleman  (Iff^ 
Bankes)  and  the  Ghaneelbr  of  the  fischn* 
<|tter,  as  to  what  was  to  be  done  afbr  4km 
paiiiingtof  that  resolution  nntil  thn  meetsng 
of  parliament  ^  lor  snre  he  was  that  nthm^ 
wtae  ihe  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  Iba 
EoQchequer  would,  act  the  first  opportunity^ 
set  their  resolutions  at  defiance: 
the  right  ban.  gtetleman  had  told  tli 
that  li«did  <not  think  Ihem  oporatm 
him,  because^  truly,  hehianelf  had  alwinya 
oppoaed  them  $  but  if  the  right  hon.  ganL 
1^  been  at  all  ankioos  to  preserra  anjr 
show  of  decency  in  the  mode  of  this  grants 
why  eould  he  not  bave  suspended  the  ottcn 
till  the  meeting  of  parltament?  ]But  ft 
aeemed  that  in  granting  the  office,  he  had 
told  the  gallaat  colonet  that  he  wns  to  t^ 
ceive  it  sul^ect  to  the  will  of  parliaincnt 
•—a  mighty  condescension  truly  !  as  if  the 
right  of  parliament  to  quash  any  ancb 
grant  depended  upon  this'^saving  condstioa 
made  by  the  right  ba».  ^entleaaai  ~ 
had  he  done  his  duty  to  his  royal 
b^  thus  holding  him  up  as  a  public  apec* 
tacle,  "and  expoaing  htm  in  one  'of  the  anaat 
prooment  acts  of  anew  r^n  to  ao-mooh 
okunottr  and  ill  humour  ?  As  for  the  bam 
coloneU  no  blame  attached  to  him.  iHe 
was  offered  a  good  place  with  neahiog  te 
do,  and  he  took  ^' 
eeHoc  of  the 
in  a  most  AWkwaid  i 
no  other  way  of  rewarding  the  serv^ioes  of 
the  gadlant  colonel  than  fc^'  flyi»g  in  ^M 
fece  ^f  a  i«aohstion  of  that  Hmise,  aafl  oK»« 
posing  the  iPrince  'Regent  to  ali  the  oppwoit 
bf  ium  ^  such  a  grant,  dragging  him  as  it 
were  through  tlie  dirt  for  the  hat  sbq 
months,  by  usaking  him  so  prominetit  in 
granting  a  sinecure  >in  the  pumt  nnd  moat 
dtsgusttng  sense  of  the  wK>rd-*-«nd  after  ali^ 
what  must  be  the  consequence  ?*-<-tbe  boo* 
colonel  could  not  beep  it.  tie  eould  net 
possibly  rise  on  Taasday  mombig  in  ^m^ 
seasioniaf  it    ilie  IsmeiUfd  >tba  'oinoiam* 


i  gooa  piace  wno  -iMJimog  m 

ok  4t,hut  certainly  the  -Cmm* 

£xcheqaer  had  pbceflbim 

kwaid  situation*     Was  tbarn 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


mm} 


Cmt  b&  tWvjibt  ms^  i^tpactaWy  «f 
the  claims  of  that  hoD.  colonel  io  ike 
pfiace'a  kindM«oiiice,«a4  miY>f  o^oion 
tfcftt  hft  -liad  been  OMMit  bardlv  irealedl  tn 
hmto^  made  lo  accept  of  «o  «qj«ctioaable 
aa  e£o«.  He  tkiM  give  bit  4eQi<M 
vote  for  strikiBg  k  out  «f  tbe  lienf . 

Tbe  Chamotikr-^  ike  Exeko^Kt  9M,  be 
would  not  grrnt.mBy  ainecu^e  er  rever- 
fioDMry  ptftcep  whicb  did  not  coane  under 
tbe  attlfaorit|r  af  paiiiameot.  It  wm  im* 
p«eaible  lor  him  Ao  chaimcteriBe  the  iU* 
Rutnottff  of  the  ejqprenioM  anade  use  of  on 
%he  aialD^Qeiby  ibeotber  aide  of  the  House. 
He  never  feh  that  any  person  'wn  reapon* 
feifoki  lor  the  advice  giren  ml  this  sut^ect  to 
%bePriAoeftegent,  bfuftbimsetf.  He  thought 
h  was  a  fair  exerone  of  bis  ^kiiy*  as  jpar* 
liaaaetit  had  net  enooted  thait  atoecnros 
abeuld  be  done  a«ay  Tvitb.  Tbe  JleBolo* 
ta*A  of.  ibie  Hease  of  Commoas  was  no- 
thing, utM  it  was  recQgniaed  by  parlia- 
met ;  and  it  never  bad  had  its  sanoiion. 
He  tbought  sinecure  /pbKes  ;belter  than 
Ifae  provisioB  that  w«s  pro^sed  in  tbe 
place  ^  tbesB.  Tbe  situatidn  coald  not  be 
graaited  to  the  hon.  colonel  far  Ufe,  while 
the  Prince  Regent  was  tinder  reslrictions, ; 
aod  s«  he  tnfermed  bios ;  but  that' be  was 
to  hodd  ft  nnsil  fiailUainent  met.  He 
thought  She  apqoointment  ought  not  to  be 
interfered  with  until  sinecnrcs  were  nbo- 
Ksbed  «sdtogetber«  A  mistaken  statement 
had  Mne  <eat  to  tbe  rpnUic,  that  the 
poundage  ^canie  out  of  the  Widows'  Pen- 
aioM..  It  waainetthe'OBae;  fortbeaakry 
WAS  ^oakadeted  41:001  tbe^monnt  paid  te  tbe 
widows^  and  goieeamnent  liqaidaited  tbe 
debt :  not  one  ^tiling  was  taken  from  tbe 
original  pensions.  (Ubar,  bear  !) 

Mr.  Joknsume  eaid,  it  was  a  most  dnlbr- 
tnnaite  appointment,  and  it  wieuld  be  a 
kagtb  of  time  before  tbe  mew  reign  wiouki 
pooosrer  it :  esteeming  as  be  did  Ure  admi* 
nistration  of  bia  ri^t  hon.  friend,  and 
wishing  him  fell  aecoess  in^his  new  career, 
be.  muat  j^et  vote  agakiat  tbe  (present  i^nes* 
tkm.  The  present  was  ootia  question  tot-cla- 
anaor  and  ill-(humanr :  >mevf  impastial 
saan noteif  the  Honae had heen  hmt  atthe 
l^lespitmrtionpaid4>y<bfs>rtgbthan.inend  | 
ta  tbe  recaawnrndaawn  of  the  liease  tifj 
Commons  in  the  eptpointmewt  '•ttndnd  to.  \ 
It  bad  been  moat  anCsptmiate  ndvtoe;  it 
bad  wenched  in  the  nsttion  tinfafonnible 
sentiments  and  ill  mneos  df  die  new  feiga« 
He  rculd  not,  sarthont  itgatf  to  biaaaeif, 
ind  still  mose  wjthem  basury  to  Ihe  oba- 
raetcr«fthe  Uoeae,  seppress  these feAse- 
,  eapaviaUf  whw  beJTeOeoted  en^vhat 


btri  lalftljrliappened  in  that  Heosa/>^when 
iihad«  en  m  wibjeci  wbicfa  <t  had  wpeM- 
edly  ^spensed,  been  oompleiely  terntd 
roend  by  ^  bare  euf^^ion  of  bis  rtfbt 
bosi.  friend.  He  should  think  himself 
disgraced  if  be  did  notrete  against  Ibis 
sinecure. 

Mr.  Elliot  observed  that  he  could  not 
let  tbe  subject  pass  without  expressing  bis 
opinion,  that  the  ordinary  recruiting  wiaa 
not  equal  to  «ne  half  of  the  waste  of  tbe 
army ;  there  were  also  a  number  of  deser- 
tions,  wbicfa  were  caused  by  the  morah  of 
the  lower  orders  of  the  people  being  cor- 
rupted. The  Prince  Kegent  had  acted 
most  Is^odably  towards  a  meritorious  ser* 
▼ant,  but  ha  tbonght  hebad  beeeunwiaaly 
advised. 

Genend  JRngnsoii  observed,  thai  there 
was  sometimes  too  little  attention  paid  to 
the  description  of  recruits  that  were  sent 
to  join  regiments.  To  his  knowledge 
there  was  a  regiment  in  Guernsey,  600 
strong,  lo  which  the  commandio^  officer 
had  paid  the  greatest  attention,  fiot«ie)y 
with  reapectto  discipline,  but  to  their  nie* 
rals  also.  There  was  an  order  lately  te 
complete  that  regiment^  and  ^r  that  puiw 
pose  147  convicts  hBd  been  sent  to  them 
from  the  hulks.  "Riis  must  certainty  be 
very  -painrol  te  an  officer  wht>  bad  paid  tbe 
strictest  attention  to  the  morals  of  hia 
men. 

Mr.  Jbarcrtmtb^wd,  if  the  statement  ef 
the  hmi.  general  was  grounded  f>n  fi&ci,  it 
was  incumbent  •on  the  House  te  seqwre 
that  the  culprits  should  beliecalled. 

Mr.  Secretary  /^c^  said,  th«t  it  washy 
the  advice  of  Mr.  Graham  thst  e  nmpber 
of  persons  who  bad  been  sent  on  board  tbe 
hulks  for  slight  ctfences,  and  Conducted 
themselves  very  well  during  their  con^ 
finement,  were  pemnitted  te  v^fainteer  into 
regiments  g^oingion  foreign  service. 

Gi^eeml  Fe^umm  said,  that  this  was 4t 
garrison  'battaheo,  and  not  areghnent 
going  on  foreign  service.     ; 

After  a  iew  iurther  observations  the 
usual  annual  Resolutions  were  agreed  to« 

On  the  Resolutton,  "  That  a  sum*  not 
exceediqg  ([>12a5i>/.  ISs.  6d.  be  granted  to 
his  Majesty,  for  defr^iying  the  cbari^etf 
Fensienstehe  paid  to  Widowsrof  Oflkesa 
of  the  land  forces,  and  expenses  nttending 
the  same,  in  the  United  ICingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  rlreUnd,  /com  tbe  i25th  Dec. 
1 8 11  to  the  24thl>ec.  1 8 1 2.** 

Mr.  Bankes  moved  es  an  Amendment^ 
^Tbattbe^nmomit  t»f  «be  sum  eif^«oted 
tohepnid  te  the  Atjnnaster ef  Wkiew^ 
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Pentions^  being  I2d»  in  the  pound  on  the 
said  Pensions  (2,790/.  U.)  be  deducted 
from  the  said  sum/'     Upon  this  the  Com- 
mittee divided,  when  the  numbers  were 
For  the  original  Motion............  54 

For  Mr.  Bankes's  Amendment.. v  38 
Majority  against  the  Amendment  — 26 

List  of  the  Minority . 


Anm 
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Abotsrombj)  J. 
Adams,  C. 
Baring,  8ir  T. 
Bankes,  H. 
Baokes,  W. 
BabingtOD,  T.  • 

Busk,  W. 
Bowyer,  Sir  G. 
Benuet,  Hon.  H.  6. 
Brougham,  H. 
Combe,  H.  C. 
Calvert,  N. 
Campbell,  Gen. 
Eden,  Hon.  G. 
Elliot,  Rt.  Hon.  W. 
Fergosson,  Gen. 
Fremantle,  W.  ' 
Fane,  John 
Grenfell,  P. 
Graham,  T. 


Homer,  F. 
Hutchinson,  C.  H. 
Johnstone,  G. 
Kemp,  T.  R. 
Lockbart,J. 
Macdonald,  J. 
Martin,  H. 
Neville,  Hon.  R. 
Pochin,  C. 
Parndl,  H. 
Sdbright,Sh'J. 
Sharp,  R. 
Smith,  W.     - 
Sumner,  G.  H. 
Temple,  Earl 
Tierney,  Rt.  Hon.  G. 
Vernon,  G.  G.  V. 
Wynn,C.W.W. 
Whitbread,S. 


List  of  the  Majority, 


Arbuthnot,  C. 
Ashburnham,  G. 
BenyoB,  R. 
Bathurst,  Rt.  Hon.  C. 
Beresford,  Capt. 
Bickerton,  Sir  R. 
Bagwell,  W. 
Bourne,  S. 
Conrtenay,  T.  P. 
Clements,  H.  J. 
Gierke,  Sir  G. 
Croker,  J.  W. 
Chute,  W. 
bisbrowe,  £. 
Desart,  Lord 
Farqubar,  James 
Fitzgerald,  W. 
Gibb8,SirV. 
Goulbourn,  H. 
Greenough,  G.  B. 
Herbert,  C. 
Hokues,  W. 
Hume,  Sir  A. 
Herbert,  H. 
Hill,  Sir  G. 
Hall,  B. 
IkeDRek,  fr. 
LygoD,  W.  B. 


Long,  C. 

Montgomery,  Sir  J. 
Montague,  M. 
Nepean,  Sir  £. 
Patteson,  J. 
Palmerston,  Vise. 
Perceval,  Rt.  Hon.  8. 
Phipps,  Gen. 
Peel,  R. 
Pole,  W. 

Robinson,  Gen.  J. 
Robinson,  Hon.  F. 
Rose,  Rt.  Hou.  G. 
Ryder,  Rt.  Hon.  R. 
Singleton,  M. 
Sutton,  M. 
Swann,  H. 
Thomson,  Sir  T. 
Tempest,  Sir  H.  V. 
Tyrwhitt,T. 
Wharton,  R. 
Ward,  R. 
Wallace,  T. 
Walpole,  Lord 
Wellestey,  R. 
Wood,  Col. 
Weddobome,  IKr  D. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  Fdntuxry  23. 

AbMY  ESTIMATBS— FoBBIGM  TbOOPS  IN 

Bbitish  Pat.]    On  the  Motion  for  brings 


ing  op  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Supply, 

Lord  Folkestone  objected  to  ita  being 
brought  up,  until  he  had  put  some  qnes* 
tions  to  the  noble  lord  who  had  moTed  the 
Army  Estimates.  There  had  been,  he  ob* 
served,  for  many  years  past,  a  very  great 
increase  in  the  number  of  foreign  troops 
taken  into  British  pay.  They  had  in- 
creased from  5  to  30,000.  This  alarming 
increase  he  viewed  with  considerable  jea- 
lousy, because  it  was  not  confined  to  those 
regiments  on  foreign  stations,  seeing  that 
foreigners  were  enlisted  into  battalions  in 
the  Home  Establishment.  Two  acU  had 
been  passed,  authorising  the  enlistment  of 
this  description  of  soldiers  in  the  course  of 
the  present  reign,  but  these  acts  were  to 
be  viewed  in  the  light  of  acts  of  indemnity 
to  the  government  for  having  violated  the 
constitution.  What,  however,  he  particu- 
larly wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to,  and  to  require  explanation  firom 
the  noble  lord  was,  with  respect  to  the  en- 
listment of  thefie  foreign  troops  into  British 
battalions.  He  understood  that  the  fkct 
was  so ;  at  least  it  had  been  so  stated  to 
him.  if  it  was  not  true,  the  noble  lord 
would  inform  the  House.  It  had  also  been 
told  him,  that  our  officers  had  been  allow- 
ed to  recruit  tfaeilr  regiments  from  among 
the  French  prisoners.  He  particularly  af 
luded  to  the  10th  Light  Dragoons,  into 
which  regiment  he  was  informed  upwards 
of  one  hundred  men  had  been  enlisted. 
If  what  he  now  stated  was  true,  the  orders 
must  have  been  given  by  the  commanding 
officer,  or  from  the  War  Office.  It  might 
be  said,  that  the  two  acts  to  which  he  had 
alluded  would  sanction  the  practice,  but  he 
should  deny  that  any  act  of  parliament 
could  justify  such  a  measure,  or  could  au- 
thorise the  enlistment  of  foreigners,  except 
into  foreign  corps.  There  was  another 
circumstance  which  demanded  notice,  and 
that  was  permitting  foreigners  to  hold  com- 
missions in  British  regiments.  Soch  per- 
mission was  contrary  to  the  act,  and  was 
an  evil  daily  increasing.  He  understbod 
there  was  a  foreign  general  commanding 
a  district  in  this  country.  The  noble  lord, 
he  trusted,  would  explsdn  these  matters  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  House. 

Lord  Pt^merston  said  he  was  disposed  to 
answer  the  noble  lord,  and  he  hoped  satis- 
factorily. With  respect  to  the  question 
aboOt  the  enlistment  into  the  lOth  regi- 
ment of  Light  Dragoons,  it  certainly  had 
been  determined  to  allow  a  certain  num- 
ber of  prisoners  to  enter  into  that  regi« 
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ment,  bot  tliose  were  not  Frenchmen,  bnt 
Germans.  To  such  a  determination  there 
coold  not  be  any  objection  on  any  princi- 
ple/ because  it  was  well  known  that  the 
French  army  was  daily  recmiting  its 
strength  by  the  enlistment  of  Germans, 
and  the  people  of  that  country  would  ra-^ 
ther  serve  Great  Britain  than  France.  As 
to  the  circumstance  of  foreign  officers 
bearing  commissions  in  our  army,  there 
was  a  specific  act  of  parliament  authorising 
his  Majesty  to  avail  himself  of  the  services 
of  foreign  officers.  The  97  th  regiment 
was  originally  composed  of  foreigners  f 
now,  however,  it  was  principally  com- 
posed of  natives  of  Ireland,  consequently 
of  British  subjects.  The  noble  lord  had 
stated  that  a  foreign  general  was  employ- 
ed on  one  of  the  home  districts.  He  wish- 
ed the  noble  lord  could  name  the  perscm 
he  alluded  to.  [Lord  Folkestone  said, 
general  Dnsingen.]  If  general  Linsin- 
gen  was  the  officer,  he  was  appointed  to 
command  a  depot  composed,  of  troops  of 
his  t)wn  country. 

Lord  Polkesume  observed,  that  the  an- 
swer of  the  noble  lord  had  not  convinced 
him  tbat  the  permission  was  justified.  On 
the  ccMitrary,  it  had  been  'given  contrary 
to  the  Act  of  Settlement,  and  to  all  the  acts 
of  parliament  passed  on  the  subject,  since 
that  period. 

Mr.  Lamb  confessed  he  thought  some 
inquiry  necessary,  because  this  was  a  fa- 
vourite topic  for  popular  purposes,  and 
one  which  those  who  had  popular  objects 
in  view,  found  it  very  convenient  to  use. 
He  could  not,  however,  bot  think  the  con- 
duct of  the  noble  lord  and  others  very 
extraordinary,  in  representing  every  thing 
that  might  be  construed  into  a  grievance 
in  its  worst  colours ;  as  if  no  considera- 
tion was  to  be  had  of  the  peculiar  difficul- 
ties in  the  situation  of  the  country.  Were 
foreigners  wantonly  introduced,  or  did 
there  not  exist  a  sweeping  and  over-ruling 
necessity  for  resorting  to  new  and  extra- 
ordinary measures,  if  we  were  at  all  to 
contend  with  an  enemy  who  lefbno  means 
untried,  and  who  had,  and  who  exercised, 
the  -power  of  forcing  all  descriptions  of 
men  into  his  service  ?  He  doubted  not 
that  in  ordinary  tin^  th^  government  of 
Uie  country  >feuld  readily  adhere  to  the 
Act  of  Settlement,  as  a  provision  inti* 
>ii^s^Iy  connected  with  the  safety  of  the 
constitution;  but  under  such  a  change 
of  times  and  circumstances  as  was  now 
witnessed,  he  could  not  perceive  the 
propriety  of  settii^  up  avch  complaintts. 


Let  the  noble  lord  look  at  the  .state 
of  the  world— let  him  only  look  at  the 
increased  and  increasing  power  of  the 
ruler  of  France,  the  vast  extent  of  country 
which  he  had  become  possessed  of  on  the. 
continent,  and  the  power  which  of  course 
was  afforded  him,  not  only  of  enlisting, 
but  of  compelling  the  services  of  the 
people  of  the  states  he  had  subjugated, 
and  then  say  whether,  with  such  unex- 
ampled resources  within  his  grasp,  this 
country  should  not  be  at  liberty  to  resort 
to  the  same  means  of  recruiting  its  strength, 
in  order  to  oppose  his  effort  with  some 
chance  of  success.  Measures  of  this  kind, 
were  to  be  deplored}  but  they  were  mea- 
sures which  the  necessity  of  the  times  im- 
posed upon  the  country. 

Mr.  Curwen  declared  that,  during  th« 
whole  of  the  twenty-five  years  he  had  sat 
in  parliament,  be  bad  never  heard  such  a 
doctrine  as  that  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  spoke  last.  He  had  always  thought, 
from  all  he  knew  of  the  history  of  the 
country,  that  the  true  way  of  supporting 
its  interests  in  difficult  times  was  by  a. 
strict  adherence  to  the  laws.  The  cha- 
racter of  the  House  and  the  welfiare  of  the 
nation  had  been  upheld  at  such  seasons 
by  inspiring  the  people  with  confidence 
and  spirits,  not  by  banishing  the  one 
and  depressing  the  other.  At  former 
periods  the  government  had  endeavoured 
to  conciliate  the  affections,  and  to  ele- 
vate the  hopes  of  the  country  by  an 
uniform  and  scrupulous  attention  to  its 
fundamental  laws  and  institutions.  What 
was  it  that  the  noble  lord  had  asked  for, 
but  that  a  bill  of  indemnity  shouki, 
consistent  with  the  practice  of  the  con- 
stitution, be  resorted  to  in  these  cases, 
in  order  that  parliament  might  be  lefl  to 
judge  of  the  wisdom  of  the  measure.  It 
was  this  contempt  of  publii:  opinion 
which  formed  one  of  the  principal  causes 
of  our  present  calamities.  The  opinion 
of  the  House  itself  was  equally  despised 
by  those  men  who  unhappily  continued 
to  have  the  direction  of  affairs.  There 
lay  the  real  danger — there  were  the  seeds 
of  the  real  evil.  The  strength  of  the. 
country  was  in  its  law,  not  in  its  hired 
armies.  He  could  not  see  the  policy 
of  enlisting  prisoners  :  he  could  not  see. 
the  necessity  of  it,  in  the  well  known 
condition  of  our  manufacturers:  he  could 
see  no  argument  to  justify  it.  If  there 
was  one  feature  which  he  lamented  more 
than  anpther  in  the- conduct  of  govern- 
ment, it  wu  this,  tbat  when  retrencli^ent. 
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Was  c^Hed  for  by  the  House,  tlM»  go- 
Teriun«Dt  paid  no  respect  to  the  feelings 
of  the  people,  but  employed  foreign  sol* 
diers,  and  gave  then  that  pay  which  of 
right  belonged  to  the  people.  If  he  could 
conceive  tiie  most  distant  hope  of  benefit 
to  die  country  in  its  present  distressed 
^nation,  it  would  emanate  froni  the  re- 
oollectfoo  that  the  assumption  of  power 
by  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent 
Would  tend  to  bring  forth  measurts  fbr 
lightening  the  burthen  of  the  subject— be 
tntsled  that  hope  would  be  ultoately 
realised,  and  that  the  abuses  at  present 
existing  would  be  done  away.  He  must 
dbapproTC  of  giring  encouragement  to 
persons  found  in  arms  against  this  coun- 
try ;  it  was  treating  the  people  of  £ng- 
limd  is  a  manner  to  which  their  long  suf- 
ferings do  not  entitle  them. 

Mr.  ilf.  9foniaffie  thought  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  entirely  forgot  what  had 
passed  in  the  last  century,  for  if  he  would 
refor  to  the  act,  he  woiidd  see  that  it  au- 
thorised what  was  now  complained  of, 
and  therefore  hn  arguments  fell  to  the 
ground.  The  hon.  gentleman  maintained, 
that  there  was  not  the  same  danger  now 
l^om  the  introduction  of  foreign  soldiera 
as  formerly,  because  the  army  had  been 
materially  increased  since  then.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  great  confidence  ought  to 
be  placed  in  those  who  now  conducted  the 
administration  of  public  affairs. 

Mr.  Eremande  took  notice  of  several 
items  in  the  present  estimates^  the  result 
of  which  was,  that  there  appeared  an  ex- 
cess of  600,000/.  above  the  amount  voted 
last  year.  He  thought  this  an  extraor- 
dinary increase,  when  he  found  that  only 
1,900  men  had  been  added  to  the  dis- 
posable force  of  the  country. 

I^ord  PiiUmersion  explained  the  cause  of 
the  difihrence  to  be,  that  the  pay  of  the 
adjutants  and  quarter-masters  had  been 
transferred  to  the  present  estimate,  from 
the  estimates  of  the  staff.  With  respect 
10  the  observation  on  the  general  increase 
of  600,0001.  of  expence,  while  the  in- 
crease of  the  numbers  of  the  army  was 
only  stated  to  be  1,900,  he  believed  it 
vrouM  be  found  that  he  had  stated  an  in- 
crease of  upwards  of  15,000  on  the  esta- 
blishment, mdoding  regulars  and  militia. 

The  Report  vras  then  ordered  to  be 
brought  up  and  read. 

AltMT  EsTIMATBS— PxTMASTta  OF  Wl- 

ik)ws'  Pbnsioms.]     On  the    Reaolution, 
^'  Thai  a  sum  not  exceoding  ^,159L  i$s. 
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Mbo  graotod  to  hiaMajesty,  for  defl^ii^ 
the  CMTge'  of  Pensions  to  be  paid  Utt 
Widows  of  Officers  of  the  land  farces  audi 
expellees  attending  the  same,  ia  the  united; 
kingdom  of  Great  Brkain  and  Ireland, 
from  the  25th  of  Dec.  Ittll  to  the  S^th 
of  Dec.  18 12,*' 

Mr.  Ikmkm  said,  he  rote  to  moi^  as  aft 
Ameodment,  That  the  salary  to  the  Fay^ 
master  of  Widows^  PensioBS  should  bm 
struck  oit  of  this  sum.  Befiire  he  pro- 
ceeded to  state  his  reason  for  this  Aasend-. 
ment,  he  would  move,  That  the  two  firsO 
of  the  Kesolotions  which,  upon  the  S&sfc 
day  of  May  1810,  were  reported  from  tiM 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom, 
it  was  referred  to  consider  further  of  tho^ 
Report  which,  upon  the  fMk  day  of  Joao 
1 808,  was  made  from  the  Committee  o» 
Public  Expenditure,  and  which  were  thei» 
agreed  to  by  the  Houses,  might  be  road  ; 
and  the  same  were,  as  agreed  to  by  tb* 
House,  read,  and  are  as  follows : 

''  Bosolved,  Than  the  utmost  atte»tioD 
"  to  economy,  in  all  the  branches  of  pnbtio. 
''expenditure,  which  is  consistent  with 
'^  the  interests  of  the  public  service,  w 
"  at  all  times  a  groat  and  important  doty. 

«'  Rceolved,  Tliat  for  this  purpose,  ia 
''addition  to  the  useful  and  effectivo* 
''  measures  already  taken  bv  parlsamenit 
'*  for  the  abolition  and  regulatiof)  of  va» 
''  rious  sinecure  offices,  and  offices  exe- 
'*  cuted  by  deputy,  it  is  expedient,  al^ 
"  providing  other  and  suflicient  means  for 
<'  eoabhng  his  Majesty  duly  to  recooi- 
"  pence  the  forthful  discharge  of  high  and 
''effective  civil  offices,  to  abolish  lA 
"  offices  which  have  revenue  without  eas« 
'  ployment^  and  to  reg olate  all  officea 
*'  which  have  revenue  extreasely  dispro* 
"portionate  to  emptoyment,  excepting 
"  ooiy  such  as  are  connected  with  tho 
"  personal  service  of  his  Majesty,  or  of 
"  his  rOyal  Atmily,  regard  being  had  to 
''  the  existing  imerests  in  any  officei  so 
"  to  be  abolinied  or  regulated.'' 

The  hon.  semleman  also  movod,  ^  Th«t^ 
so  much  of  the  lOlh  Report  from  the  com- 
missioners appointed  to  examine  take  and 
state  the  Public  Accounts  of  the  kingdooB 
(which  was  presented  to  the  House  upoii 
the  2nd  day  of  July  1783),  and  so  flsudi' 
of  the  6th  Report  from  the  conlimissioneiv 
of  Military  Enquiry  (which  vras  presenisdl 
to  the  Hotise  upon  the  25th  day  of  Jna^ 
1808),  and  so  much  of  the  22nd  RepoK, 
Which  (upon  theiSOthday  of  July  n§r}* 
was  msde  from  the  Solect  Commme  wbi 
w«te  appointed  to  fi^mmo  and  ttatoHie. 
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toitaj.  svinoi^nt  of  tbe  Po^lic  Piebt9,  ?od 
other  matters  relating  to  the  pubiic  re- 
teoue  itnd  expen<^it«r?— :a8  re^es  to  the 
Office  of  Paymaster  of  tb^  Widoi^rs*  pep- 
siQp%  might  oe  ret^d^''  %nd  the  ^ame  being 
read,  tbe  bon.  g^^tlen;lafl  %j^\ij^  that  it  ap- 

Se?^^  thj^fc  tJhU  oQce  was  stgtjed  in  all  tbe 
^eports  ^  %  perfect  sbec^re^  ^nd^  o^f 
th^t  uught  tg  be  suppressed*  If  the  ques- 
tion stood  merely  on  the  recojm^iends^tion 
of  the  two  Reports  of  178^  ftqd  I8.0a, 
m4de  by  commistioners  acting  oa  oatb  \ 
if  parliament  had  taken  no  one  ^^p  in  th^ 
hosjnesau  9xxA  if  the  Resolution  of  the  31st 
of  IVlay  1810  had  never  b/sen  passed, 
tt&ere  w oqld  yet  be  sufficient  reasons  to  in- 
duce  the  House  to  call  any  minister  to  ac- 
count, who  sjiould  dare  to  act  in  contra- 
diction to  wh^  had  been  so  decidedly 
pronounced  npon.  Ai;Qong  other  things^ 
the^  iaj^  tim^  the  subject  waa  discussed  in 
the  House,  he  was  astonished  a  good  deal 
at  what  bad  fallen  from  the  hon«  gentle- 
ipan  (col.  M'Mahon)  who  held  the  office* 
who  attempted  tp  i^bew  thi^t  since  the 
period  of  the  t(eport«  this  offi<;e  was  tome- 
thing  like  ?n  efficient  one.  ^ut  nothing 
could  be  (i^tberremQvedfroiY^  this  descrip- 
tion tban  it  really  was.  It  appeared  froip 
ttie  Report  pf  18o8^  that  the  whole  bn«i- 
nes^  yf9^  then  transacted  for  ^00/.  perann. 
by  a  firat  clerk  of  the  W^r  Office.  From 
what  pnssed  in  tbe  former  debate*  b^  bad 
found  bimself  in  a  singular  and  i^ofortn- 
nate  sitiiation.  He  tbonght  he  had  pade 
some  impression  on  the  House*  and  tbat 
tbey  would  have  supported  tbeir  Resolq- 
tions ;  hut  the  argument  tpok  f  Qipst  uq* 
looked  for  and  perverse  turn.  It  wa» 
^rgued*  tbat«  bepause  the  finance  Com- 
n^ittee  bad  repommended  certain  sine* 
cures  \Q  be  ret^iqed  as  a  reward  for  ser- 
vices, those  sinecures  which  the  House 
bM  e:jfprepsly  declared  ongbt  tp^  be  abo- 
lifhed,  CQuld  nut  be  touched  on  till  par- 
liament should  dpcide  what  were  to  be 
retained  ^  ^nd  that  this  office  in  particular 
shoi^^  be  consiciejred  ^  entitled  to  indem- 
nify till  parliament  sbould  come  to  dia- 
cushion  on  the  v^trxxA  of  tbe  rest.  W^s 
Ibis  cteclar^tion  of  awaiting  the  decision  of 
Pfurli^ipent  paying  tbat  qonsideration  V> 
tlie  Resolution  of  the  Hon^e  wbich  it  >v^s 
entitled  to?  )f  the  right  boi^.  the  Cban- 
c^Uoc  of  tl^^  ^Xjcbeqner  ipeiu>t  by  the 
decision,  of  parliament*  tbe  decision  of 
Ib^t  Qoi|3e,  this  w^?  already  pronounced 
m^  recorded-  The  office  waa  already 
.cpndenmed  by  ^he  Resolutions  of  ^be 
tinu^>  and  ought  no^  |o  b^  continued*  |Ie 
(VOL  XXI.) 


could  not  infficien^ly  condemn  ^uch  an 
appointment.  It  was  calculated  in  a  par- 
ticular manner  to  impUci^te  the  character 
of  his  royal  highness  the  Prioce  Regent. 
The  right  bojp.  gentleo^an  bad  denied  this; 
but  he  would  9«k  bim*  if  be  really  tboqghc 
that  tbe  master  of  such  a  servant  as  co.l* 
lV(']V{a^on  w^s  no.t  implicated  in  his  ap* 
pointinent  to  thi^  office  ?  The  right  bon. 
gentleman  bad  said,  that  the  subject  witb 
respect  to  discussion  was  precisely  as  it 
was  before ;  and  that  it  was  as  copipetent 
as  eyer  to  the  House  to  decide  with  respect 
to  this  office.  Did  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
inan  tbink  tbat  he  could  come  af  freely  to 
tbe  discussion  as  if  no  appointment  bad 
Uken  place  ?  Bid  be  think  be  could  still 
discuss  it  as  a  plain  naked  question*  whe- 
ther tbe  office  ougb(  or  ought  not  to  b^ 
abolished  ?  It  would  certair^fy  now  cooxe 
forward  in  a  way  wtiich  was  n^t  very  fair 
to  members  whp  conceived 

th  d  to  act  up  to  tbe  Resolu- 

ti4  se.    It  was  impossible  not 

to  ty  in  jieciding  for  the  im- 

m  »n  of  an  o^e  however^ 

uc  '  a  gentleman  o^  if^hom  ^ 

n^  1  been  aaid«  and  who,  ^n 

a<  enjoyed  a  situation  under 

hi  less.     Into  this  eipi^barri^sf- 

iii  I  the  House  been  thrown 

b;  of  tbe  rigbt  bop.  genMe- 

m  Bver  disagreeable  the  ta^c, 

it  een  a  base  ci|ere]iction  of 

tb  ^d  to  parliament*  after  tbe 

si  be  ha^d  filled  in  the  com- 

mittee of  finance^  not  to  come  forward  on 
the  present  occasion.  He  bad  not  sougkt 
out  the  occasion*  he  was  not  fond  of  it, 
but  it  ha^d  been  obtruded  on  hiopi.  This 
office  appeared  in  the  Estimates  laid  before 
tbe  House»  and  it  was  for  the  House  to 
consider  whetber  or  not  it  was  to  be  coi^- 
tinued.  Tbe  question  was  before  them, 
at^d  they  must  decide.  From  their  deci- 
sion that  ^ight  would  be  seen  what  wjy 
the  disposition  of  the  House  with  regard 
to  other  sinecures :  from  the  vote  about  to 
be  givei),  the  country  would  l^aye  a  very 
good  earne(|t  of  what  they  had  to  expect 
from  them*  The  language  of'  tbe  Report 
of  1783  stated  tb^t  the  whole  duty  was 
done  by  deputy^  and  that  that  duty  was 
extremely  overpaid.  He  bM  caused  the 
extri^t  respecting  sinecures  to  be  read*  to 
shew  that  this  was  not  an  office  of  a  de- 
i^riptipn  that  could  come  within  the  com- 
pre^enfion  of  those  that  were  to  be 
assigned  as  a  reward  for  merit.  He 
knew  not  bow  ^0  S|rgue  |so  plain  o  case- 
(3N) 
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It  was  impossible,  in  fact,  to  have  selected 
may  one  situation  which  came  more  under 
the  description  of  those  which  ou^bt  to  be 
'  abolished,  than  the  one  in  question.  He 
denied  that  it  was  in  the  contemplatibn  of 
any  of  the  framers  of  these  Reports,  that 
offices  with  large  salaries,  and  no  duty, 
should  be  kept  up  as  a  reward  for  services 
of  the  description  of  those  of  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  colonel  M'Mahon. 
These  rewards  were  not  intended  ibr 
personal  services  to  hu  Majesty,  or  hb 
Koyal  Highness.  Such  an  idea  never 
entered  into  the  contemplation  of  parlia- 
ment. It  was  to  be  regretted  that  his 
Boyal  Highness  hs^  ever  been  advised  to 
make  this  appointment. .  In  the  outset  of 
a  new  reign,  a  colour  was  thrown  on.  the 
transaction,  which  was  by  no  means  cal- 
culated to  ease  the  minds  of  the  people. 
For  whatever  might  be  thought  or  said 
within  the  walls  of  the  House,  the  public 
would  look  with  no  small  anxiety  towards 
the  result  of  that  night's  debate.  He  did 
not  speak  in  this  manner  from  any  fond- 
ness tor  the  motion,  because  he  was  the 
mover  of  it,  but  because  he  was  convinced 
of  the  disappointment  which  its  rejection 
would  occasion  to  the  country.  They  had 
no  security  that  this  office  might  not  be 

fiven  in  reversion,  but  the  word  of  the  right 
on.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
It  had  already  been  granted  in  reversion  to 
the  late  general  Fox.  He  should  there- 
fore move  as  an  Amendment  of  the  Reso- 
lution, ''That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
59,369^  12#.  Od.  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, for  defraying  the  charge  of  Pen- 
sions to  be  paid  to  Widows  of  Officers 
of  the  land  forces,' and  expences  attending 
the  same,  In  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  from  the  25th 
of  Dec.  1811  to  the  24th  of  Dec.  1812. 

Mr.  CharUi  Adamt  said,  that  he  imagined 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer would  have  considered  himself 
bound  by  the  Resolutions  of  that  House ; 
but  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  the  best 
judge  of  his  own  conduct.  It  was,  how- 
ever, rather  strange,  that  be  should  thus 
pick  and  choose  among  the  sinecures; 
for  it  was  in  the  recollection  of  the  House, 
that  some  of  the  resolutions  recommend- 
ing the  abolition  of  sinecure  offices  had 
been  already  acted  upon.  Much  more 
could  be  said  on  this  subject ;  but  the  bu- 
siness was  so  barefaced,  and  so  palpably 
M;ainst  every  principle  on  which  the 
ouae  of  Commons  ought  to  act,  that  iie 
would  not  vraste  one  word  more  upon  it, 
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but  give  his  decided  vote  for  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  MaUketo  Montague  thought  the 
House  ought  not  to  follow  any  cry  whicl| 
might  be  raised  in  the  country.  It  was 
for  the  good  of  the  country,  that  a  due 
proportion  of  reward  should  be  held  out 
for  the  duties  which  might  be  discharged 
towards  it.  He  would  ask  the  hon.  mover 
of  the  Amendment,  whether  the  scheme  of 
reward  in  the  Resolutions  was  not  too 
narrow  }  It  was  limited  to  high  and  emi- 
nent offices  ;  and  this  was  certainly  too 
narrow.  It  was  to  be  remembered  that 
parsimony  was  not  ecouomv, — no  money 
was  so  badly  employed  as  that  which  pre- 
vented money  from  being  employed  be- 
neficially. fLaugh  on  the  Opposition 
side.]  Did  the  gentlemen  opposite  think 
that  they  were  entitled  to  ridicule  this 
proposition,  because  they  held  themselves 
out  as  great  patriots  and  great  apostles  ? 
He  was  as  honest  in  his  intention  as  they 
were  themselves,  although  he  sat  on  a  dif- 
ferent side  of  the  House.  He  declared  he 
hardly  saw  one  person  over  against  him  to 
whom  he  coufd  not  give  a  hint  of  some- 
thing. Nothing  could  be  more  con- 
temptible than  that  nonsensical  attempt  at 
ridicule  which  gentlemen  opposite  re* 
sorted  to.  (Laugh.)  Let  them  not  ima- 
gine that  he  would  be  put  down.  He 
would  now  take  the  liberty  to  proceed  m 
the  argument,  from  that  part  of  it  where 
he  was  interrupted.  Considering  it  on 
the  general  principle,  he  thoueht  nothing 
was  more  clear,  than  that  a  niithfnl  ser- 
vant of  the  prince  who  had  long  dis- 
charged important  duties  merited  reward, 
and  there  could  be  as  little  difficulty  in 
conceding  the  opposite  conclusion,  that 
those  who  would  attempt  to  thrust  them- 
selres  into  the  situation  of  servants  to  a 
prince,  merely  for  the  sake  of  the  remune- 
ration to  be  obtained^  and  who  would  per- 
haps, the  moment  they  were  secure,  bar- 
ter bis  most  important  interests,  deserved 
only  degradation  and  contempt.  He  ac- 
knowledged, that  upon  this  subject,  he  was 
not  as  well  instructed  as  he  ought  to  be; 
but  he  was  perfectly  competent  to  Ibrm 
this  opinion,  that  the  servants  ef%*|>rtnoe 
ought  to  be  upright  and  sagacieos 'oieBi» 
and  that  if  they  were,  they  had  a  claiihi 
upon  the  country  for  eminent  reward. 
They  had  a  far  l>etter  rig^t  to  the  appidU 
lation  of  patriots  than  those  who,  aog* 
menting  the  popular  clamour  by  invec- 
tives asainst  goveriiment,  covered  their 
despicable  designs  by  a  title  to  which  they 
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bad  no  pretensions.     He  insisted  that  the  |  not  pledge  himself,  and  whaterer  mi^hi 
I. Li f.u J .  i^j    ^  ijjg  constructive  elfect  of  a  decision 

upon  the  former  that  night,  it  could  not 
prejudge  the  determination  upon  the  latter 
at  a  future  period.  He  thought  that  to» 
much  importance  had  been  attached  to  the 
appoinuneni  of  colonel  M'Mahon;  and 
aleheugh  he  admitted  that  it  was  the  doty 
of  the  House  to  watch  carefully  over  the 
disposal  of  the  public  money,  he  was  con« 
▼inced  that  it  little  became  it  to  be  cayiU 
ling  about  trifles,  when  matters  of  such  an* 
perior  magnitude,  in  an  economical  point 
of  view,  might  be  contemplated, 

Mr.  Macdonald  trusted  that  the  House 
would  that  night  rescind  the  Tote  it  bad 
passed  on  Friday  last,  with  regard  to  an 
appointment  which  was  calculated  only  to 
throw  obloquy  upon  the  Prince  Regent^ 
and  excite  disapprobation  in  the  people* 
If,  indeedi  the  House  of  Commons  wished 
only  to  be  considered  as  the  support  of  the 
convenient  obsequiousness  of  interested 
ministersi,  such  a  determination  would  be 
perfectly  in  character^  but  while  it  claim- 
ed to  be  the  guardian  of  the  public  purse, 
a  line  of  conduct  directly  opposite  ought 
to  l>e  pursued.  'Was  it  because  during 
twenty  years  of  continued  warfare  the  ex« 
pences  of  government  had  been  augment- 
ed from  lo  to  100  millions,  or  because  the 
means  of  maintaining  our  independence 
b^  the  destruction  of  our  commerce  wer^ 
diminished,  that  a  decision  like  that  which 
the  House  bad  a  few  nights  since  adopted, 
ought  to  be  confirmed,  to  the  abandon* 
ment  of  the  primary  functions  of  the  re- 
presentatives  of  the  people  ?  If  it  were,  it 
would  be  the  bounden  duly  of  the  House 
now  to  speak  a  language  not  difficult  to 
be  understood,  ana  to  read  a  lesson  to 
princes,  which,  if  not  followed,  would  en< 
danger  the  security  of  the  monarchy  it- 
self. He  was  willing  to  admit  that  col. 
M'Mahon  deserved  remuneraUon ;  but  was 
there  no  way  of  bestowing  it  but  by  this 
degrading  appointment?  Could  no  place 
of  emolument  be  found  in  the  splendid  es- 
tablishment of  the  Prince  Regent,  by 
which  his  services  might  have  been  ade- 
quately compensated  f  He  begged  to  re- 
mind the  House  ^f  the  time  at  which  the 
right  hon.  the  <Jhancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  thought  fit  to  fill  up  this  vacancy. 
It  ought  not  to  be  fbrgotten  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  was  then  a  servant  on  trial. 
He  was  anxious  to  please  his  royal  master 
by  this  nomination,  and  dreading  lesi  the 
time  might  soon  arrive  when  he  6>u1d  only 
gaze  with  wishfiil  ^yei  npon  it  f|  a  4ia- 


bonoura^le  mover  of  the  amendment  had 

Sone  much  farther  than  the  Resolution  he 
ad. ^quoted  would  support  him  in,  nor  in- 
deed could  he  for  once  concur  in  the  idea, 
that  the  mere  Reports  of  committees  were 
to  be  deemed  as  binding  legislative  enact- 
ments. He  felt  himself  incompetent  to 
do  justice  to  the  cause  he  espoused,  but  he 
could  not  resist  this  opportunity  of  shew- 
ing, as  far  as  his  feeble  powers  would  per- 
mit him,  how  little  deserving  of  attention 
were  the  specious  arguments  urged  by  the 
supporters  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Lockhart  was  firmly  convinced,  that 
it  was  not  less  the  duty  of  faithful  minis- 
ters to  support  the  just  prerogatives  of  the 
crown,  than  to  maintain  the  acknow- 
ledged rights  of  the  subject.  He  would 
jrather  that  the  general  question  of  the  abo- 
lition of  sinecures  had  been  debated,  than 
that  this  insulated  instance  had  been  select- 
ed for  discussion ;  but  at  the  same  time  he 
admitted  that^it  ought  not  to  have  been 
paatied  over  in  silence,  since  it  had  more 
than  once  received  parliamentary  anim- 
^ version.  He  could  not,  however,  agree, 
that  io  this  instance  the  conduct  of  the 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer was  culpable.  Heiiad  two  duties  to 
discharge,  the  first  to  the  country,  and  the 
aecond  to  the  crown.  If  he  had  neglected 
to  appoint  a  successor  to  the  office  of 
Paymaster  of  Widows*  Pensions,  it  might 
justly  have  been  considered  a  compromise 
of  the  prerogatives  of  the  croivn,  but  by 
.giving  it  to  colonel  M'Mahon,  under  the 
conditions  imposed,  he  had  left  the  impor- 
tant question  of  the  abolition  of  the  sine- 
cure still  open  to  the  future  decision  of 
parliament,  and  bad  not  neglected  the  in- 
terests of  the  country. 

Mr.  Herbat,  of  Kerry,  opposed  the 
Amendment,  and  conceived  it  would  be  a 
harsh  and  strong  measure  to  refuse  the  con- 
.currence  of  the  House  to  an  appointment 
made  at  tb^  ^copa^encemeht  of  a  dew 

reign.        vj.viTi'*  l/ 

Mr.  Bai(^t||i^.jai^' thai  the  question  now 
to  be  decpd^,  was  merely^  whether  the 
Qouie,  in  considering  the  A^my  Gsfimates 
for  the  year  1812,  would  or  would  pot  vote 
a  sum  of  money  which  had  hitherto  been 
applied  to  the  salary. of  Paymaster  of 
Widows'  Pensions.  The  inouiry,  whether 
the  office  should  or  shoula  not  be  abo- 
lished, could  by  no  means  strictly  form 
any  part  pf  the  discussion.  His  vote  upon 
the  first  point  would  certainly  be  in  the 
affirmative  i  upon  the  second  he  would 
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tknee,  he  HeiteA  the  favdUr^bl^  motheVtt, 
^nd  no  sboner  did  the  sihecure  be'coole 
racant  than  co1oii*el  M'Mahon  was,  as  it 
Were,  thrust  into  it.— *-lle  had  cordiany 
c^oncurred  in  the  grant  onu  reeent  occa&ion 
to  lord  Wellington,  and  gate  bis  full  as- 
sent to  an  assertion. tlieh  made  witli  prid« 
dn  the  opposite  side  of  the  fioiis^^  that  if 
ft  were  p\k  to  t^e  coufitry  at  large  ^e  Vote 
would  have  been  unanimous  in  its  favour. 
If  the  right  hon.  gentleman  wbuld  consent 
tliat  the  present  vote  'shotilA  be  submitted 
to  'the  decision  of  the  s^nfie  Jury,  lie  was 
ion  #ould   be 
;ainst  It.    I'he 
le  House  upon 
nt  k  breach  of 
on  reflection  it 

^ . the  right  hon. 

gedtletnan,  ahd  he  flattered  himself,  in* 
ftead  of  this  continued  resistance,  that  the 
J^igbtlioh.  gentleman  wOuld  have  appeared 
tn  his  place  this  night  with  a  Bill  to  at>o- 
li^h  the  ocfious  sinecure  of  Paymaster  of 
WidoXvs'  'Pensions. 

Mr.  Iflonis  had  attentfvely  examined 
the  journals,  and  could  find  no  resolution 
of  the  House  fbr  the  uhaualified  afbolition 
of  sinecures,  even  admitting  the  plane 
of  Paymaster  of  Widows'  'Pensions  to  be 
1^0.  The  resolution  Which  had  'been  read 
teconmended  the  substitution  of  one  inode 
b(  reward  for  another,  but  before  it  could 
'l)e  mainiained  that  it  had  been  violated,  it 
iiviis  necessary  to  shew  that  the  substitute 
"had  been  provided,  which  no  hon.  meinber 
liad  yet  attempted  to  prove.  The  House 
>as  called  upon  by  the  mover  of  the 
Aiuendmeiit  tb  give  as  much  validity  to 
ihe  Report  of  Commissioners  as  to  the 
statement  of  a  committee  of  its  own,  an'l 
to  that  statement  as  much  authority  as  to 
an  act  of  pariiaimont  This  situation  was 
denominated  in  the  Journals  a  sinecure; 
but  upOn  du^  iiive!<tigation  it  would  be 
Tound  that  the  allegation  was  incorrect, 
lind  thataft:iough  in  )71$3  only  600  widows 
Were  relieved,  there  were  now  not  less  than 
double  the  number  of  claimants  on  the 
fund  ;  and  if,  as  Ue;had  no  doubt  would  be 
the  case^  colonel  M'M'abon  duly  dis 
charged  the  duiiespf  his  oltice,  they  would 
beluund  iinpoh<«nt  and  Deneficiat  to  the 
objects  of  the  liurity,  for  no  scene  ootild 
be  m«)re  p.iioful  than  to  see  a  number  of 
the  wives  ot  officers  who  had  fallen  in  their 
country's  sfrvice,  eagerly  cr  »w(1ing  round, 
the  clerk  of  the  War-omie,  likt  hungry) 
J>auper8  receiving  their  da  ly  pittan.e 
fr5m  the  master  of  a  parish  work-tiouse. 


Ih  iassetotihl^  to  l!he  Itesottitibh  of  lAie  torn- 
tetttee  of  supjply,  be  wooM  rrot  fft  ntidtpt* 
stood  to  tssert  mm  thie  offide  ile^^ed  n6 
regulation,  Isince  his  opinion  W^  diliecttj^ 
the  contrary.  Widi  on)s  artj^attieiid  ad* 
▼anced,  tie  Wsver  could  accord,  nbtliely* 
that  the  Rouse  Was  tb  be  intimidated  bvtbb 
manner  In  Whith  this  debision  Would  bei 
received  in  the  cotlntry.  If  the  'det^enoi^ 
nation  Were  WeA  tbunded,  it  wo(M  be  a 
species  of  taosl  degrading  cowardice  16 
shrink  iH'om  it :  sudh  bondu^t  migh't  e^tcite 
the  icOntem{>t  bf  the  people,  but  neV^ 
could  ensure  thehr  iconfidenoe.  The  b^iiu 
and  leairn'ed  geotteth^  concluded  by  de* 
daring,  that  although  In  this  ihstatit^  1i^ 
acqiiiesced  ill  sentim'ent  with  minTirert, 
there  Were  mi^y  bnd  mo^  important 
questions,  wftli  their  decision  opoti  Whic!i 
it  was  utterly  iitipossible  he  could  ev\et 
Coincide. 

Mr.  Sme  ISkfiMr  "(vouia  h^Ve  ptrdH^nred 
to  medt  thb  (question  in  another  Aap^ 
though  he  should  regard  ftasaidefreHMtfH 
of  his  parliamenury  duty,  to  avoid  tt  iH 
any  sbape.  l^o'r  hiihself,  h'e  wbuld  abblitSi 
all  sinecures,  and  trUi^tto  the  generosity  dF 
a  British  barliament  (o  reward  thdSte  Wh6 
hail  faithfully  discharged  iheh*  duty  fn  isb^ 
public  service,  tit  should  igive  hislrdfe 
for  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  Piizgerald  thought  th^)rOti.  titembifr 
for  Newcastle  (Mr.  Macdonatd)  hardly 
warranted  in  Skyihg  th^t  lie  expected  thfe 
right  boh.  'the  Chancellor  of  the  £zchift«- 
quer  would  have  come  doWn  that  ievenitf|^ 
with  a  bill  in  his  hand,  to  abolish  the  oflhft 
iti  question.  When  it  Was  ren^embered  ths/l 
only  a  few  evenings  ago  the  right  hob. 
gentleman  had  decUred  bis  opinion  up<»(i 
the  subject  ih  a  inanner  so  little  calculated 
to  excite  su(  h  an  expectation.  He  thougitft 
also  that  the  hdn.  gentleman  had  been  a 
little  unfortunate  in  his  vehement  dedk^ 
matioh  against  sinecures;  for.  It  vhoold  te 
remembered,  that  he  ^as  himself  th^ 
holder  of  a  sinectire.  There  wa8,'howeTa% 
this  difference  between  the  two  cases :  ifi 
the  one,  the  office  had  been  granted  as  a 
reward  for  meritorious  services,  as  a  t^ 
ward  for  actual  and  acknowledged  merit, 
and  in  the  other  it  had  been  bestowed 
upon  the  hon.  meiht)er,  wheh  asdiooUboy. 
^Here  Mr.  Fitzj<erald  said  he  would  ndt 
proceed  further  in  his  remarks,  because  He 
had  just  perceived  thehou  member  not  tb 
be  Hi  bis  seat.]  Ih  adverting  to  the  h&iu 
mover  of  the  Amendment,  he  had  'iiks 
'lou>>i  that  the  praise^^  he  h<id  so  lavistety 
oestowed  upon  bis  nght  ^hoo.  frielttS  "ttte 
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Chinc^of  t>f  ili«  Ezdittf^r  Wire  «itt«6l« ) 
but  they  deeMM  to  h\ia  Mim*rAilitry, 
ktid  Ife  kne^  Tidt  ho^  ^  cottM  toil8ei«ii*> 
tioofely  affirlti  ibiH  fM  wdtfld  li«pM5  confix 
lietict  iti  the  "wtftd  of  a  itmmt/tt  ^9^m  bt 
btell^ed  cEp^bfO  of  Iniidiottsly,  of  obtfr* 
l]tiloui1y  TteeoMnMiidivig  to  the  ntneo  -Ro- 
l^int  t!fe  filKbg  i^  of  an  office  merefy 
fiiat  he  might  (nVioe  wiVh  him  t^  ofaloqoy 
t^  todi  a  notninatioA.  By  Wb2ftH*olef  i^ 
candour  did  te  tfttrfbote  sach  tnOtireft  to 
h\i  Ti^gfit  hoh.  tfHen^  ?  Why  did  be  t»tH 
ikiate  tliretn  widi  a  degree  of  mtfaii'iHB—, 
which  lie  surely  would  not  like  to  hare 
ttpplifcfd  to  hiB  o#n  teotrftti  on  the  present 
otcasion  ?  This,  hoivev^r,  lie  'irould  say. 
In  icorniMendattdn  of  hn  right  hon.  friend, 
trboie  mortim  ttad  been  so  severely  as* 
persed,  l^att  he  was  1!he  only  iM/a  m  the 
country,  Who«  at  the  bead  of  ah  lAniins- 
tratfon,  fiad  nerer  recommended  to  die 
trown  the  grant  of  a  retenibn.  With  re- 
spect tothe  office  of  Paymaster  ofWidowt^ 
Prn^oh^,  he  did  not  think  the  granting  off 
it,  hi  the  way  it  was  granted,  loa  Insuk  to 
pflHi  am^nt ;  unless,  indeed,  the  report  <f 
'^ftry  committee,  stnd  eten  ^  tepoM  of  it 
tnilUai^  commission,  was  to  ^  regarded 
ab  a  deliberate  act  of  the  legislaiture.  The 
pfetMrn  to  whom  It  'had  been  given,  *was 
one  whose  merits  all  concurred  to  admit, 
latnd  it  iiad  been  justly  obserred'bjr  a  rrght 
lion,  geritleman  on  a  former  occasion,  tbatt 
"be  wart  a  man  wfioMd  won  the  confidence 
,  and  regard,  wiilhoht  ever  abasing  ibe  ear 
^f  tirs  prince.  He  thought  that  parliament 
tmght  not  to  -h^  the  Mile  and  ezclosive 
'source  of  reward^*,  bdt  ilhat  some  power  df 
Vefmineraeing  faithfdl  service  should  be 
lodged  hi  the  crown.  The  way,  he  ob* 
served,  in  which  the  present  appointioent 
Itad  been  granted,  subject  to  such  stipula- 
tions ai  had  been  specified,  and  not  being 
lietd  by  such  a  tenure  as  genera)  Vok  held 
-it,  was  a  proof  of  the  mottres  that  led  to 
*the  sippomtment;  and  he  would  ask,  if 
^s  "Was  an  insult  to  i;he  House,  or  if,  had 
it  been  otherwise  granted,  had  it  been 
^granted  with  any  securities  for  its  reten- 
tion, parliament  could,  consistently  ^th 
Its  sense  of  justice,  proceed  as  (hey  were 
now  competent  to  proceed  ?i-There  was 
*attdther  question  also,  sAid  that  was,  whe- 
fber  if  the  Vote  of  the  Hotfse  should,  that 
'nigbt,  pronounce  the  subtraction  of  the 
'^fees  to  Ibes  Paymaster  of  "Widows'  Pen- 
"ifons,  any  lesiential  economic«l  refonn 
'woutdbfrefiected?  Ife  (bought  not.  The  ob- 
ject t>fl!he  AmehUment,  indeed,  had  not  all 
*thart lueHt  bit wbi<ib  was  commodly sup- 


pos«i^h»  fiRulted  to  wlwt  «p^aM4  in  «he 
pttblic  primii:  it  wai  not  %6  ^e  %<mbi. 
moire  to  the  WMows,  but  «ierely  to<aaH 
2,<000f.  Ufidef  stfdi  ctreuttstanciM,  fat 
should  eenainly  voi^  against  the  Ametsl^ 
iiKfata 

Mr.  Mmedoneild,  fill  <M:plahatfon,  saHl, 
that  bis  sinecure  was  bf  very  \filkr\^r  value, 
and  the  emoloment  of  it  dfd  hot  botden 
llie  publit,  but  proceeded  vfrom  some  smsH 
fees  frohln  gemlemren  taking  offfiee ;  and  ik 
that  way  be  supposed  be  mlt^  bave  ton. 
cemd  sotoie  of  tim  money  <rf  tbe  right  hon. 
gentleman.  He  was,  bowever,  at  all 
times  ready  to  surrender  his  sinecure,  if 
others  were  aftyolisbed  alto :  and  ndtwitb- 
standing  the  *very  modest  tone  in  wbidi 
the  rigbtbonourable  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
bad  criticised  bis  parliamentary  Cimduct, 
be  coikiceived  btmself  perfectly  free  to  op«> 
pose  sinecures  in  genersfl,  or  this  one  ib 
particular. 

Mr.  FtAfgerftM,  tn  eiplaMtion,  said,liO 
did  not  impute  moral  or  political  gotlt  to 
the  bon.  gentleman.  He  bad  of^ly  tirged. 
that  the  bon.  gentleman,  in  tbe  watmth  el* 
bis  dechraiation  against  sinecuries,  seemed 
to  Ibrget  that  be  bimself  was  a  sinecure 
placemaii;  «nd  that  there  was  this  dfflfb* 
tentt  in  the  two  cases^^'^lfaat  Colonel 
M^ahon  ifras  Wppointed  for  bis  services, 
and  the  hon.  gentleman  while  be  was  a 
school- bby. 

Mr.  WdbtKfbrte  t]bMTved,  that  fbe  aiv 
gutnent  ti  tbe  boti.  gentleman  who  bufl 
just  stft  down  went  to  tbis,  that  if  a  mem- 
ber of  tbsit  House  held  a  siftecfn*e  oftce, 
be  ought  not  f»  lie  e3q>ected  to  give  ^ 
fiill,  fi^,  and  ftiir  vote  trpon  any  occasion 
in  which  that  subject  was  involved.  Bw 
wbat  "would  be  the  state  c^f  parliament  if 
this  doctrine  ^ere  carried  to  its  extent ; 
if  such  things  were  to  be  bandied  from 
one  member  to  another,  as  '' You  are  k 
placeman  and  ought  not  to  vote,  and  you 
are  in  place  ttnd  should  not  speak  ?^'  It 
was  sudi  matters  as  these,  and  sucb  ap« 
pointments  as  the  present,  tbat  gave  "rise 
to  aH  that  public  obloquy  wltich  was  M> 
much  to  'be  deprecated.  A  good  deal 
had  been  said  «boiCt  tbe  Commi.ttee  and 
Commissioiiers  with  whom  tbe  Resdiutioki 
had  originated,  which  was  the  ground  of 
the  opposition  of  bis  hon.  friend  rtie  mover 
of  tbe  amendment,  ^e  remembered  fbe 
appointment  of  these  commissioners,  and 
that  they  were  recommended  not  to  be 
members  of  parliament,  in  order  that  thehr 
deliberations  might  be  tbe  more  fahr  and 
ariiiHuenced.    4hey  itt-lbenr^Seportvad. 
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vned  Ihat-Uiii  o&Ui^  should  .be  entirely 
aboliahed,  as  qf  do  utility  wjbateTsr ;  aid 
Ike  fair  inference  which  he  drew  from  ihis 
was,  that  if  thirty  ^years  after  such  report 
the  office  was  not.  abolished,  the.  people 
had  a  right  to  complain.  For  what  must 
be  said  on  the  occasion  ?  That  ministers 
thirty  years  ago,  when  sorely  pressed  by 
colonel  Barr6  and  Mr.  Burke,  did  yield 
to  inquiry — but  that  when  that  inquiry 
came  to  a  point,  and  the  abolition  of  the 
place  in  question  came  to  the  vote — then 
they,  ministers,  would  say,  ''You  have 
carried  the  farce  too  far,  this  is.  too  serious 
a  matter,  and  we  will  take  a  fresh  lease 
of  the  office  in  the  name  of  a  person  so 
in?ol?ed  that  it  must  giye  pain  to  all  who 
oppo^  it.''  And  what  was  the  office 
so  desired  to  be  continued  ?  One,  that 
from  its  very  nature— from  the  small  du- 
ties attached  to  it— from  the  mode  of 
its  payment— was  (however  unjustly  as 
against  the  government)  subject  to  the 
greatest  obloquy  and  unpopularity*  It 
was  not  so  much  the  appointment  itself, 
but  the  principle  on  which  it  took  place 
that  he  felt  to  be  wrons;.  The  public  in- 
terest was  always  in  (umger,  when  such 
broad  blots  were  left  to  be  pointed  at 
by  the  disaifected,  and  held  up  with  all 
their  colourings  to  inflame  the  public 
.mind.  He  could  not  help,  therefore,  con- 
demning that  policy,  which,  under  the 
pressure  of  such  times  as  the  present,  went 
to  lay  this  new  load  on  the  people,  which 
though  small,  was  highly  contrary  to 
the  public  feelings  He  consequently  re- 
.gretted,  that  hb  right  hon.  friend,  the 
Uhancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could  not 
•ee  the  matter  in  the  same  light  that  he 
did.  He  knew  him  to  be  a  man  conduct- 
ing the  government  honourably  and  just- 
ly^ in  every  point  of  view  which  he  took 
of  the  common  welfare,  and  could  not 
help  being  sorry  that  he  did  not  view 
some  of  these  subjects  in  a  way  which 
would  induce  him  to  do  them  away,  and 
not  suffer  them  to  remain  to  inflame  a 
suffering  people.  The  merits  of  the  hon. 
colonel  he  was  as  willing  to  admit  as  anv 
body;  but  they  were  merits  of  which 
the  House  could  have  no  cognisance — ^it 
was  not  a  ground  upon  which  a  member 
of  parliament  coald  proceed — it  was  a 
principle  which  might  lead  to  every 
excess,  and.  oponsuch  a  pretext  the  duIh 
lie  expenditure  might  be  abused  without 
limit.  He  should  therefore  vote  with 
great  pleasure  for  the  amendment. 
.    Lord  Cas//cr<^A  denied  that  tbe.Reso- 
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Inti^os  of  thecamoiissioiiira  or  commie- 
tees  referred  to  by  the  hon.  mover,  should 
have  controlled  government  in  respect  td 
this  appointineiit;  though,  be  confessed^ 
that  those  Besolutions  were  a  great  di« 
rectipn  to  them  in  the  line  of  conduct  to 
be  pursued.  But  the  great  point  in  the 
present  question  was,  whether  the  Reso- 
lution alluded  to  ought  to  b^  binding  on 
government?  And  he  was  of  opinion  that 
ii  ought  not.  It  was  laid  down  for  the 
conduct  of  the  House^  and,  until  a  coun- 
tervailing fund  was  provided  for  the  crown 
to  reward  its  servants,  they  had  no  right 
on  their  own  princi|iJes,  to  expect  that 
these  inchoate  resolutions  were  to  be 
acted  upon.  It  was,  therefore,  most  on* 
just  to  demand  of  the  minister,  that  he 
should  make  that  selection  of  .offices  for 
abolition^  which  the  House  had  itself  un- 
dertaken ;  and  it  was  his  full  justification 
th^  he  had  granted  the  place  subject  to 
the  revision  of  parliamenu  He  gave  the 
hon^  mover  credit  for  his  motives  in  bring- 
ing the  question  forward,  but  would  vote 
against  it,  as  it  went  to  destroy  the  pro- 
fits of  an  office,  which  office  it  left  in  ex* 
jstence,  while  the  more  proper  mode  of 
dealing  with  it  would  have  been  to  de- 
.cide,  whether  the  office  itself  should  or 
should  not  be  abolished. 

General  Tarleton  passed  the  highest 
encomiutns  upon  the  personal  character 
of  colonel  M'Mahon,  and  thought  he  had 
been  greatly  injured,  if  not  insulted,  by 
the  appointment.  It  drew  upon  him  a 
degree  of  obloquy  both  in  that  House 
and  throughout  the  country,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  discussions  which  had  taken 
place  on  the  subject.  The  motives  of  the 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  £xche« 
quer  he  conceived  to  be  very  equivo- 
cal ;  for  if,  at  the  time  he  recommended 
the  appointment,  he  had  any  expectation 
of  goinff  out  of  power,  then  he  must  have 
intended  to  involve  the  Prin<^e  Regent 
solely  in  the  consequences  of  such  an  ap- 
pointment 

The  Ckancdlor  of  the  Exchequer  said  he 
should  trouble  the  House  with  but  few 
obserration^  as  he  had  given  his  senti- 
ments fully  in  the  committee*  He  cer- 
tainly had  not  expected  to  be  charsred 
with  ill-treating,  not  only  the  Prince  Ke- 

gent  and  the  country,  but  Colonel 
TMahon  also.'  If  it  was  enough  to  move 
the  indignation  of  a  gallant  officer  to  be 
recommended  to  a  lucrative  situation  as 
the  reward  of  his  secyices,  he  was  afraid 
that  he  had  incurred  the  indignation  of 
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the  gallant  general  also  by  recommeDding 
bim  to  be  goTernor  of  Berwick.  (A 
laogb).  He  most  confess  that  bis  views 
of  the  question  were  totally  different 
from* those  which  had  been  taken  by  his 
bon.  friend  (Mr.  Wtlberforce)>  and, 
therefore,  he  acted  from  a  very  difiereiit 
conTiction.  If  he  had  anticipated  any 
serious  danger  to  the  country  from  recom- 
mending to  this  appointment,  he  should 
certainly  have  abstained  fVom  doing 
so.  He  couldj  however,  see  no'  danger  in 
giving  the  place,  on  the  express  on- 
derstandins  that  the  continuance  of  it 
was  as  fully  open  to  the  determination  of 
parliament  after  the  appointment,  as  it  was 
before.  It  must  be  remembered  that  he 
had  opposed  those  resolutions  which  had 
been  so  oilen  alluded  to;  and  it  was  also 
io  be  recollect^  that  they  were  mere  re- 
folutions  of  committed  upon  which  par* 
liament  had  not  thou^t  proper  to  proceed. 
When  it  was  said,  that  a  coillmitlee 
thirty  years  ago  recommended  the  aboli- 
tion of*^  this  place,  he  should  consider  the 
length  of  time  rather  an  argument  the 
«therr  way,  as  it  shewed  clearly  that  par^ 
Viament,  during  all  that  time,  had  not 
thought  proper  to  act  upon  those  resolu- 
tions. It,  thierefore,  was  too  much  to  say, 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  ministers  to  act  at  all 
times  in  conformity  to  a  resolution  of  a 
committee,  which  if  it  came  to  be  discussed 
in  that  House,  would  possibly  not  be  adopt- 
ed. One  hon.  gentleman  had  conceived 
that  he  ought  to  have  given  the  appoint- 
ment to  some  political  friend  of  his  own, 
instead  of  selecting  as  he  had  done  a  gal- 
lant officer  who  had  gained  the  favour  of 
the  Prince  by  fEiithful  services  for  twenty 
or  thirty  years.  Now,  although  many 
seemed  disposed  to  argue  that  those  places 
should  only  be  the  reward  of  political  ser- 
vices of  a  civil  nature,  he  was  ready  to 
-maintain  an  opinion  directly  contrary. 
He  would  not  allow  it  to  be  constitu- 
tional doctrine  that  every  thing  was  to 
come  through  parliament,  and  nothing 
irom  the  favour  of  the  crown.  He  was 
convinced  that  there -was  no  man  who 
would  say  that  such  services  as  colonel 
M'Mahon's  ought  not,  in  some  way  or 
another,  to  be  rewarded.  He  always  con- 
ceived that  there  was  notHing  improper  in 
the  crown  having  the  power  of  rewarding 
services  by  sinecure  places ;  and  it  had 
been  allowed  on  all  hands,  that  if  even 
the  sinecures  were  abolbhed  some  other 
'  fund  must  be  provided,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve to  the  crown  its  prerogative  of  re- 


Wardifig  services:  and  when  he  spoke  of 
the  constitutional  prerogative  of  the  crown 
in  this  respect,  he  thought  that  the  ques- 
tion of  services  might  be  somewhat  mi<ed 
with  the  consideration  of  the  personal 
favour  of  the  sovereign ;  end  he  was  not 
afraid  to  say,  that  he  thought  it  right  that 
the  crown  should  have  the  prerogative  of 
conferring  certain  places  not  merely  as  a 
reward  of  services  which  parliament 
could  take  cognizance  of,  but  in  some  in- 
stances, as  acts  of  grace  and  favour,  inde- 
pendent of  any  consideration  of  important 
services,  either  civil  or  military.  He  had 
ofUn  stated  to  the  House  his  opinion  re- 
specting those  sinecure  places,  and  he  did 
not  see  why  he  was  bound  to  recommend 
the  abolition  of  this  particular  sineeore 
more  than  any  other.  The  question  of 
sinecures  generally,  and  of  this  particnlar 
sinecure,  as  well  as  any  other,  was  stiU 
open  to  the  discussion  of  parliament  at 
any  time;  and  he  was  convinced  that 
ther^  was  nothing  inf  this  appointment^ 
under  all  its  circumstances,  which  could 
at  all  prevent  parliament  from  freely  dis* 
cussing  either  sinecures  generally,  or  this 
sinecure  in  particular,  and  determining  as 
they  miffht  think  proper. 

Mr.  Whilhread  declared,  that  he  had 
never  h^ard  a  sarcasm  more  misplaced 
than  tb^t  with-r^hich  the  right  hon.  gon- 
tieman  b^fgantkl^* speech.  Was  he  acting 
in  the  conscieniio\i» ^charge  of  his  doty, 
when  he  Mve  th^ 'government  of  Ber« 
wick  to  h»  gallant  friend  near  him,  or 
was  he  not  ?  Was  it  m  reward  of  merito- 
rious services,  or  was  it  with  a  view  to 
parliamentary  support?  He  would  say, 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  bad  seldom 
given  more  proper  advice  than  when  he 
advised  the  appointment  of  his  hon.  and 
ffallant  friend  to  that  situation.  As  to  co- 
lonel M'M&hon,  it  would  be  the  general 
opinion  in  the  public  mind,  that  the  place 
whith  he  held,  was  granted  to  him  as  to 
the  personal  fkvourite  of  the  Prince  Regent 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  himself  had,  in 
the  course  of  his  administration,  made  more 
ofiers  of  efficfent  situations  than  almost 
any  other  minister :  he  had  very  recently 
made  ofiers  of  a  similar  nature,  in  varioos 
quarters;  and  it  was  one  of  the  most  in- 
auspicious svmptoms  of  the  *'  new  era" 
which  had  lately  commenced,  that  these 
ofiers  had  been  made>  and  had  also  been 
rejected.  A  noble  lord  under  tfie  gallery 
(lord  Castlereagh)  had  told  the  Houses 
that  the  present  motion  was  quite  unpar« 
liamentary ;    that  the  office  itself  should 
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OroiRaiQigbl  proclAiyi'  war>  b«^itrf«M 
wkb  tbaA  H^^ie  to  praiii<)4i  tMiBMii«.of 
OHTvy in;  it  ^n,  The  f^^  ^  app^iqtiiig 
lo  tbia.ofice  ^<W8  Tested  m  t)a^crQ|W^;  bvl 
il  reiMd  wiib  ths^t  Hoqfe  whether  QC  4«l 
tbey  sboiiKI  ratify  tbai^  eip^iiitfl»eiiW  by 
grapting  tby  money  lor  the  friary*  The 
BH^aty  once  taiceOr  away«  you  leoki  awav 
tbe  life  af  the  pi$ce;  it  the  HoMae  too^ 
away  the  a^oiKy*  the  peFson  who  held  ijie 
qSqo  wooW  9i(M  be  veey  veady  to  perfera 
Ihe^  datjes,,  i^af^»  that  weire  a«^he4 1^  k. 
Sq  ihai,  ia  fa^t.  the  Fe^  ^ojmt  now  few  tke 
(loiiM  to^  de^foiind  wav  whfflhev  they 
ivould  ooDCor  is  thie  appoiiiaUpaeBt  of  tti!e 
Pdace  RegenU  by  the  adwca  of  hii  ani- 
nisier,  to  aa  office,  their  ^ooavAiMioaefa 
Imi4  more  ikw  ooco  (MFOolaMned  onght  to 
k^  aboi«fih«i*  Bat  the  rigbt  hoq.  gHitle* 
maa  alleged,  iihat  becaaae  the  repoirt  of 
ihete  eoounmioaers  had  n^ver  beea 
(abeya  ap»  oractod  afoB,  tberefora  parlia<> 
QiODt  had»  io  (iAct>  paitad  a  siJeni  aagatAYe 
Oft  theif  ra^ohitioDik  He  would  reiirfity 
«icbDowledge>  that  ^aay  of  tbe.reports  of 
Iheir  oo»iaitteea  op  fioaoee  aod  pahiie 
offices  had  been  ^uff^f  d  to  slumber  itK  ob^ 
Uvion  on  iheir  table.  MiaiaAers  had  h?en 
abk  to  atave  ofi;  «nd  dofe«t  by  their  ma* 
ao»f|Tre«,  from  time  ^  timo#  m^ay  af 
Ihameaaurea  suqoessinly  recowmaoded ; 
and  now,  aJQl^r  en  uHeival  of  years,  they 
come  forward  aad  say ,  that  it  would  b^a  i»> 
oooaistent  ia  the  House  to  take  op  a  maa* 
sure  which  thav  had  contrived  to  utare  ofi^ 
on  tha  ground  that  i^  had  slunibered  40 
long  tinhaeded  and  unacted*  Qut  there 
nrasfehi^fea  beaaidon  tb9  subject  pf  da* 
lay,  that  in  178$,  when  the  comq^iissionefs 
recommended  the  i^i^ion  of  the  o4Kco> 
there  were  two  persoof  h%d  vested  in- 
tereetain  its  coniinuanc^.  Si|t  now  he 
came  to  the  pinching  pgipt ;  and  would 
aay,  that  the  House  was  bound  in  erery 
point  af  view,  to  ufce  up  the  mattar«  be< 
cause  a^  improper  appointment  had  boen 
0^de;«*Hin  appointment  improper  as  it 
raspacted  the  Prince  Regen^-rimpropar 
as  it  respected  the  declared  form  of  the 
Hoitae,-^^nd  oclions  aa  it  rega^dtsd  the 
feelings  of  the  people.  Bec^uM  this 
caneer  had  •existed  so  longi  was  it  sufficient 
to  say  that  no  remedy  ought  now  4o  be 
applied?  Colonel  M'M^bon  bad  tpld 
ibam,  that  be  put  himself,  as  M>  this  office* 
entiraly  at  the  disposal  of  parliamant* 
This  was  not  sayiag  much,  for  how  conU 
ha  do  otberwiN.    The  CbanpeUor  of  tha 


Bzche(|oer  had  aaid  tba  jiama  thing  -,  but 
hf  bad  &4hMwed  it  op  with  a  declefaiioa 
whioh  was  virtually  conveyed  by  hie  coA* 
dm^tj^  that  h^  would  do  every;  thing  to  pre« 
vant  parli/ament  from  taking  thva  office 
owi^y  fram  the  hon.  colonel.  To  use  his 
own  language,  ha  hid  givea  the  office  to 
iM  pi^esent  possessor,  (meaning,  doubtWss, 
that  he  had  only  advised  the  grant ;)  and 
hia  virtu^ly  declared  that  be  wou^  pro- 
ta^t  him  m  the  enjoymeni  oC  it  If  not 
voipoteracted  by  the  vote  of  that  nighty 
th«  right  hon.  gent«  might  perhaps  advise 
the  Prittce  Regent  to  grant  also  9^  reversioR 
of  iha  office.  He  wc^d  again  repeot,  that 
it  wi^  a  grant  not  decent  towards  the 
I|o«M  of  vommona;  and  he  trusted  their 
9aBse  of  its  indecency  would  ha  e^pfesi^ 
that  nighty  What  eflact  such  a  decision 
niight  have  on  thf  rigbt  hon.  gentleman 
would  rtmaia  to  bo  safn.  He  M^  i^a- 
aaainad  miniMar  whensupportad  lof^^ 
«mall  majorities ;  nay,  even  when  in  mn 
nor^tiea  be  had  still  clung  topowar.  Whe- 
ther, 4ho«h(  thia  Amandmant  be  om-fie^ 
he  w#nld  still  remain  in  pow^r,  what  h|a 
future  eoUeagues  may  be,  wh*t  prin^ 
pies  m^y  p^oTaiX  f^ong  them,  could  mott 
be  foreseen  at  present ;  these  were  thinfi 
which  raaaained  fo(  the  fntnra  hnowledgi 
af  the  House*  and  of  the  country.^— ^ 
would  again  repasit,  that  it  was  a  gmnt 
most  obnoxious  to  the  people.  The  pUfea 
was  odious  in  itself.  It  was  not  to  |be  addi- 
tional expence  of  2,100l.  tk^  the  Hoo«e 
Qould  ob^act:  had  it  been  thrown  into 
tha  fund  provi4ad  for  the  relief  of  the 
widows  and  orphsins  of  those  g^ll^nt  tmd 
meritorious  men  who  bad  hist  their  lives 
in  the  fiervioa  of  their  country,  im  Objec- 
tion could  poi|sib|y  have  been  made.  The 
abolition  of  a  place  so  obnoxious,  and  fuch 
a^n  ^plicatioaof  the  tal^v  ^iMchc^  to  iw 
wouM  have  bean  congenial  to  the  best  feel- 
ings of  the  people.  }fo  one  would  tbaf^ 
have  been  heard  to  oom plain  wi^  foelin|p 
of  indignation,  that  a  person  had  reaped 
from  the  scanty  pittance  destk|e4  for  the 
relief  of  widows  apd  orphans,  ?  remanenn 
tien  for  services  performed  to  his  pirinaf** 
Was  it  qi^t  possible  to  give  $0m^  otqer  ap* 
pointment  for  ^uch  services  ?  Why>  an 
office  iOtachad  to  that  very  Home  w^  ^^w 
vacant,  through  the  death  of  y^e  gall^^t 
oQlcer  who  lately  filled  it,  (Mr.  Colfnan), 
and  what  better  or  more  appropriate  plann 
coold  have  been  foimd  for  rew^rdii^thie 
services  of  colonel  ]kll'li(|ahon  ^  Why« 
then,  WM  the  minister  so  oojidvisad,  as  to 
Jbi^  the  ia#trumant  of  pl«tiog  thia  94in9^ 
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on  the  PriAte,  at  tke  very  comoMnoemeBt 
of  his  admtDitlration  ^  Tb#  office  wts 
most  odious  lo  the  people*  and  thoagh  the 
emoluments  might  be  small,  yet  the  peo- 
ple would  pay  them  with  reluctance; 
while,  on  the  contrary,  if  the  same  sum 
was  added  to  the  Widows'  Fund«  they  would 
never  think  of  begrudging  it.  In  all  these 
views  he  thoaght  the  appointment  most 
improper ;  and  it  was  still  more  to  be  la- 
mented, as  it  seemed  te  stamp  a  character 
on  the  commencement  of  the  new  reign. 
It  was  an  appointment  which  would  be  re* 
membered  in  future  times,  if  not  to  the  ob- 
loquy of  the  Prince  Regent,  at  least,  to  the 
discredit  of  his  advisers.  It  would  be  said, 
at  least,  that  the  Prince  Regent  had  a  mi- 
nister who  advised  him  to  do  that,  the  id- 
aospicioos  remembrance  of  which  would 
prevail  for  a  period,  longer  evon  than  that 
to  which  the  reign  of  hit  royal  father 
had  extended.  He  felt  persnaded,  how- 
ever, that  the  House  would  that  night  ex- 
press an  opinion,  that  the  office  ought  not 
to  be  retained.^ 

Mr.  Sheridan  admitted,  Aat  if  it  were 
expected  that  the  people  should  conitinae 
with  passive  fortitude  to  bear  the  Irardens 
necessarily  imposed  upon  them,  an  ex- 
ample must  be  set  by  the  highest  autho- 
rity,  of  a  disposition  to  abolish  all  unne- 
cessary  drains  on  the  resources  of  the 
country.  Still,  however,  be  must  think 
that  a  great  deal  of  wai'mth  had  perfaded 
the  present  discussion,  which  did  not  pro- 
perly belottg  to  it.  The  place  in  question 
had  certaMy  been  cond^onied  thifty 
years  ago,  as  an  useless  sinecure,  by  a 
very  respectable  commission.  That  con- 
demnation had  been  since  confirmed  by 
committees  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
But  he  must  agree  with  the  right  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  as 
no  parliamentary  proceedings  had  fol- 
lowed the  reporu  of  those  committees, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman-  woaki  not  have 
been-  authorised  to  say  the  place  ought 
not  to  have  been  given.  Efe  lamented 
that  the  tone  of  his  hon.  friend  who 
uad  just  spoken,  seemed  to  have  been 
changed  with  respect  to  colonel  M'Mahon* 
Although  there  bad  been  many  objections 
mado  to  the  grant  itself,  yet  until  the 
speech  of  bis  hon.  friend,  no  objection  had 
been  adduced  against  the  person  on  whom 
the  grant  was  conferred.  His  hon.  friend 
also  accused  the  right  hon.  gentleman  of 
aeleoting  that  person,  with  the  view  of 
gaming  an  undue  influence,' by  humouring 
an  imdue  prepossession  on  the  partof  bii 
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Royal  Hifhseas  in  favonr  of  colonel 
M'MaboQ.  He  knew  nothing  of  tke  mo- 
tives of  those  who  advised  the  Prince  Re- 
gent on  this  subject ;  bot  he  confessed, 
that  he  doubted  whether  his  hon.  friend 
really  believed  that  siich  was  their  object. 
He  cerUinly  did  think  that  the  plane 
ought  to  have  been  abolished ;  and  be 
sincerely  wished  that  colonel  M'MahoQ 
had  never  accepfttd  it.  But  the  present 
proceeding  appeared  to  him  to  be  nnjnst 
and  uitfair.  Wh^  not  bring  forward  m 
dkect  motion  agamst  the  place,  and  not 
make  a  propoaitioa  which  seemed  to  be 
as  mach  directed  agaimatoolonel  M'lMbhoo 
as  the  office?  With  resipeot  to  oolonel 
M'Mahon,  bo  one  had  ei^oyed  a  betier 
opportunity  of  knowing  that  gentlemaa 
than  himself,  and  he  was  persuaded,  that 
a  more  suMere,  a  more  disinterested,  and 
a  more  independent  man,  was  no  where 
to  be  found.  Even  in  the  present  qoestioiu 
colonel  M'MahoB  had  no  interest ;  for  it 
was  not  to  be  supposed  that  if  the  decisioa 
of  parliament  compelled  him  to  relinquisk 
the  office  conferred  upon  him,  his  royal 
master  would  £ail  to  remunerate  his  faitfeh 
ful  services  in  some  other  way. 

Mr*  Whiibread,  in  explanation,  duK 
claimed  passing  the  slightest  impntatioii 
on  ookmel  M'Mabon.  On  the  oontrary, 
he  had  pointed  out  a. lucrative  and  bi»- 
nourable  office  which  in  his  opinion  might 
have  been  with  propriety  conferred  on 
that  gentleman.  His  right  hon.  friend  had 
mistdcen  his  oAiservatioDs  on  inflaence. 
What  he  had  said  was,  that  the  votes  of 
that  House  would  be  more  influenced  by 
the  conttderation  that  celenal  M'Mahon 
was  the  person  filling  the  obnoxious  si- 
tuation^  than  they  would  have  been,  had 
any  other  individual  been  so  circma- 
stanced. 

I^rd  Cochrane  said,  that  in  the  view  he 
took  of  the  question  he  would  fell  m  the 
duty  he  owed  to  the  public  and  to  himself, 
did  he  not  assign  reasons  for  the  line  of 
conduct  he  should  pursue,  "and  for  with- 
holding his  support  from  the  amend ment, 
which,  giving  every  credit  to  the  ho- 
nourable mover  for  his  intentions,  seemed 
inadequate  to  relieve  the.  public  in  any 
sensible  degree,  though  it  might  de- 
ceive them  by  inducing  a- belief  that  thier 
interests  vrere  regularly  watched,  not- 
withstanding that  this  House  had  suffered 
the  reports  of  various  committees  on  the 
subject  of  measures  to  lie  dormant  on  the 
table,  some  of  them  for  a  period  of  30 
years.    It  appeared  to  him  that  the  blame 
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which  bad  been  so  hiTiifaly  bestowed  o.n 
the  Regent  and  his  advisers  was  doe  to 
the  House,  whose  duty  it  was  to  revise  and 
consider  of  the  profiriety  of  enforcing 
the  opinions  expressed  by  its  committees. 
It  was  not  for  his  Royal  Highness  or 
his  ministers  to  jod^  of  the  fitness  of  en- 
forcing  their  decisions,  and  he  was  the 
more  confirmed  in  this  belief  by  a  Bill  he 
held  in  his  hand,  prohibiting  the  renewal 
of  three,  and  three  only  out  of  the  long 
list,  which  their  committees  had  declared 
to  be  useless  and  burdensome  to  the  coun- 
try. It  was  the  bounden  duty  of  the 
H6use  then  to  have  pronounced  upon  the 
whole  class,  and  not  partially;  they 
ought  to  have  enumerated  the  sinecures 
to  be  abolished,  and  so  put  it  out  of  the 
power  of  any  ministers  whatsoever  to  do 
that  which  had  been  lefl  to  their  discre- 
tion. For  these  reasons  he  could  not  con- 
sent to  throw  the  odiuiii  on  the  shoulders 
of  the  Regent  and  his  ministers,  by 
singling  out  a  comparatively  insignificant 
place  from  a  long  list  of  enormous  sine- 
cures, upon  which  the  House  had  not  so 
much  as  expressed  an  opinion,  notwith- 
standing the  numerous  reports  of  its  com- 
mittees. He  should  therefore  quit  the 
House  without  voting,  in  the  hope  that  the 
question  would  be  brought  forward  in  an 
unobjectionable  form* 

The  House  then  divided^when  the  num- 
bers, were. 

For  Mr.  Bankes's  Resolution 1 15 

For  the  Original  Re^lution  112 

Majority  mr  the  Abolition  of 

Colonel  M^Mahon's  Sinecure-—  $ 


Abercromby,  hon.  J. 
Adams,  G. 
BabingtOB.  T. 
Baker,  John 
Baker,  P.  W. 
Baukes,  W.  J. 
Baring,  Sir  T. 
BasUrd,  J.  P. 
Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 
Beouet,  R.  H.  A. 
Beraard,  S. 
Biddulpb,  R.  M. 
Blackburn,  J. 
Bouverie,  hon.  B« 
Bowyer,  sir  G. 
Brougham,  H. 
Brand,  hon.  T. 
BuUer,  Jas. 
Burdett,  sir  F. 
Burrell,  air  C. 
Busk,  W. 


Byng,  G. 
Calvert,  N. 
Colborae,  N.  W.  R. 
Combe,  H.  C. 
Cnrweo,  J.  C. 
Cuthbevt,  J.  R. 
De  Pootbieu,  J. 
Dickinson,  W. 
Dugdale,  D.  S. 
Duncannon,  vise. 
Dundas,  hon.  R.  L. 
Eden,  hon.  G. 
Elliot,  rt.  hon.  W. 
Fane,  John 
Fei^guson,  R.  C. 
Fitzroy,lord  W. 
Folkes,  sir  M.  B. 
Folkestone,  vise. 
Fremantle,  W.  H. 
Giles,  D. 
Gordon,  W. 


Gower,  earl 
Grattan,  rt.  hou.  H. 
Greeobill,  R. 
GrenviUe,  lord  G. 
Guise,  sir  W. 
Hal8e|V,  J. 
Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Herbert,  hon.  W. 
Hibbert,  G. 
Homer,  F. 
Howard,  hon.  W. 
Hutchinson,  bon.C.H. 
Ingilliy,  sir  W. 
Johnstone,  G. 
Keck,  G.  A.  L. 
Kemp,  T. 
Lamb,  hon.  W. 
Lefevre,  C.  S. 
LeuKMi,  sir  W. 
Lester,  B. 
Lockhart,  J.  J. 
Macdonald,  J. 
Madocks,  W.  A. 
Markharo,  J. 
Martin,  H. 
Miller,  sir  T. 
Mills,  C. 
Mills,  W. 
Neville,  boo.  R. 
North,  D. 
0*Hara,  C. 
Osborne,  lord  F. 
Ossulstone,  lord 
Pigfi^tt,  sir  A. 
Pochin,  C. 
Ponsonby,  hon.  G. 
Ponsonby,  hon.  F. 
Porcher,  J.  D. 
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Power,  R, 
Price,  R. 
Prittie,  hon.  F.  A» 
Ridley,  sir  M.W. 
Robart8,A. 
Rorailly,  sir  S. 
Sebright,  sir  J. 
Sharp,  R. 
Sinclair,  G. 
Smith,  A. 
Smith,  S. 
Smith,  G. 
Smith,  J.      ' 
Soudatnore,  R.  P. 
ShiflTner,  — — 
Smith,  W. 
Speirs,  A. 
Stanley,  lord 
Tarhon,  B. 
Temple,  earl 
Thornton,  H. 
Tighe,  W. 
Tierney,  rt.  hon.  G. 
Traay,  C.  H. 
Tremayne,  J.  H, 
Vernon,  G.  G.  V. 
WaH,hou.J.  W. 
Warrender,  sir  G. 
Whitbread,  8. 
WUberforce,  W. 
WilUams,  O. 
Wynn,  C,  W.  W. 
Wilkins,  W. 
Wrottesley,  H. 

TKIXERS. 

Bankes,  H. 
Sumner,  G.  H. 


Ua  qf  the  Minority; 


Ashbumham,  hen.  G. 
Arbuthnot,  rt.  hon.  C. 
Bagwell,  rt  hon.  W. 
Beresford,  J.  P. 
Bathurst,  rt.  hon.  C. 
Bernard,  vise. 
Beraard,  T. 
Bickerton,  sir  R. 
Bisshopp,  C. 
Bradshaw,  hon.  A.  C. 
Brodrick,  hon.  W. 
Brogden,  J. 
Brooke,  lord 
Browne,  J.  H. 
Borghersb,  lord 
Carew,  rt.  hou.  R. 
Castlereagb,  vise. 
Chute,  W. 
CUrk,  sir  G. 
Cochrane,  G. 
Cooper,  £.  S. 
Corry,  T.C.S. 
Courtenav,  T.  P. 
Crickilt,  R. 
Croker,  J.  W. 
Collins,  H.  P. 
DeMtrtylord 


Disbrowe,  ool.  E. 
Dnunmond,  H. 
Dundas,  rt.  hon.  W. 
Duckett,  ool. 
Dufferin,  lord 
Egerton,  J. 
Eliot,  hoD.  W. 
Ellison,  R. 
Evelyn,  L. 
Fane,  gen. 
Filzgeraki,  W. 
Farqubarson,  T. 
Fitzhugh,  W. 
Foulkes,  £. 
Goulboum,  n. 
Graham,  sir  J. 
Greenoogh,  G.  B. 
Hall,  B. 
Hansilton,  Han* 
Hamilton,  sir  C 
Harbord,  hon.  £. 
Headley,  lord 
Herbert,  H.  A. 
Hill,  sir  G. 
Holdswortb,  A.  H. 
HoUbrd,  G.  P. 
Holmes,  W. 
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Boafton,A. 
Hmneynr  A* 
KenridiyW. 
Lethbrid^,T.B. 
Leyeoiter,  H. 
IiOihit)geD. 
Long,  rt  bon.  C. 
Lovatne,  lord 
Lowtbor,  Tifc. 
LushiDgtoo,  S.  R. 
I^gOD,  bon.  W. 
Maitland,  E.  F. 
Montague,  M. 
Montgomery,  sir  J. 
Moore,  lord  H. 
Mdorsom,  A. 
Morris,  £• 
Myers,  T. 
Nepean,  sir  E. 
Neville,  R 
Nicholl,  sir  J. 
Ptu;et,  hoo.  B. 
PsTmerston,  lord 
Perce?a1,  rt  boa.  S. 
Percy,  earl 
Pbipps,  bon.  E. 
Peel,nrT. 
Peel,R. 
Prendergast,  M. 
Isomer,  sir  T. 


Pole,  rt  bon.  W. 
Porter,  general 
Rainier,  J*  S. 
Ramsbottom,  J. 
Robinson,  bon.  F. 
Rose,  rt  bon.  G. 
Rydnr,  rt  bon.  R. 
Seymour,  lord  R. 
Sloane,  W. 
8beridan,rt.  boii.R.B. 
.  Singleton,  M. 
Stnitb,  Joshua 
Somerset,  lord  C. 
Sutton,  rt.  bon.  C. 
Swann,  H. 
Thornton,  S. 
Thornton,  R. 
Thynne,  lord  J. 
Tyrwbitt,T. 
Wallace,  rt  boa.  T. 
Walpole.  lord 
Ward,  R. 
WeUesley,  R. 
Wemyss,  general 
Wharton,  R. 
Wilson,  G. 
Yarmouth,  lord 
Yorke,  rt  bon«.C. 
Yorke>sir  J. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  Fcbruaiy  25. 

Procsedtngs  relating  to  the  Expul- 
sion OP  Mr.  Benjamin  Walsh.J  Mr. 
Bimkes  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move 
for  certain  Papers  relating^  to  a  Member  of 
that  House,  which  were  necessary  for  him 
to  ground  the  case  on,  which  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  bring  forward,  and  that  com- 
plaiqt  which  he  meant  to  prefer.  In  the 
first  place  he  would  move  for  '*  A  Copy 
of  the  Record  of  Uie  Conviction  of  Mr. 
Benjamin  Walsh,  at  the  Old  Bailey,  for 
Felony .''  He  would  then  move  an  hum- 
ble Address  to  the  Prince  Regent,  praying 
that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
cause  "  A  Copy  of  we  Pardon  which  had 
been  granted  to  Mr.  Walsh,  together  with 
a  copy  of  the  Judges'  Letter,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  pardon  was  granted, 
to  be  laid  before  that  House."  Here  he 
thought  it  became  him  to  say,  that  the 
Pardon  granted  could  not  have  been 
granted  to  Mr.  Walsh,  bat  as  it  might 
have  been  granted  to  any  other  individual. 
Whether  Mr.  Walsh  had  been  the  highest 
or  the  lovrest  person  in  the  state,  whether 
he  had  been  a  member  of  that  House,  or 
one  of  the  meanest  individuals  out  of  doors, 
be  ceald  only  have  been  exempted  from 


poniihmeBt  by  a  tree  pardon.  The  next 
paper  he  should  call  for  was,  the  Letter 
from  Mr.  Walsh  to  bis  brother>  dated  Dec. 
5,  1811,  and  produced  at  the  Old  Bailer 
on  his  trial,  in  which  he  confessed,  the  o€- 
fence  with  which  he  had  been  charged. 
He  should  also  move, ''  That  Mr.  Jeqkyns' 
the  solicitor  for  the  trial,  be  required  to  at- 
tend the  House  with  the  Letter  which  he 
had  just  mentioned.''  In  addition  to  mo- 
tions for  those  papers,  the  only  proposition 
which  he  should  at  present  submit  to  the 
House  was,  "  That  Mr.  Walsh  do  attend 
this  House  in  his  place  on  Thursday  next." 
The  several  Motions  were  agreed  to. 
The  Papers  ordered  to  be  produced  are  as 
follow : 

PAPERS 

RELATING   TO  Mr.  BbNJAMIN  WaLSH. 

Londcm,  January  Se$sUm  1812. 
Tfli  King  against  Benjamin  Walsh. 

Copy  of  Record  of  the  Conviction  of 
Mnjamin  Walsh,  for  Felony. 
London,  Be  it  remembered.  That  at  the 
general  quarter  session  of  the  peace  of 
our  lord  the  king,  holden  for  the  city  of 
London,  at  the  Guildhall  within  the  said 
city,  on  Tuesday  the  14th  day  of  January, 
in  the  52nd  year  of  the  reign  of  our  sove- 
reign lord  George  the  3rd,  &c. ;  before 
Claudius  Stephen  Hunter,  esq.  mayor  of 
the  city  of  London,  sir  Watkin  Lewes,  kt. 
Harvey  Christian  Combe,  esq.  sir  James. 
Shaw,  bart.  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  aldermen 
of  the  said  city,  John  Silvester,  esq.  re-, 
corder  of  the  said  city,  Samuel  Goodbe* 
here,  esq.  one  other  of  the  aldermen  of 
the  said  city,  and  others  their  fellows, 
justices  of  our  said  lord  the  king  assigned 
to  keep  the  peace  of  our  said  lord  the 
kmg  within  the  said  city;  and.  also,  to 
hear  and  determine  divers  felonies  tres- 
passes   and    other    misdeeds   committed 
within  the  said  city ;  by  the  oath  of  Ben- 
jamin Wood,  Frederick  de  Lisle,  James 
Lawson,  Edward   Dampier,  Isaac  Vale, 
Willison  Titford,  Richard  Good,  Samuel 
King,  John  Barlow,  Walter  Rochfort,  John 
Capron,  James  Burrows,  John  Simpson, 
John  Berger,  John  Wilson,  Christopher. 
Atkow,  Francis  Wyman,  Jhmes  Hunter» 
Samuel  Tidswell,  William  Buttery,  George 
Morewood,  Alexander  Morison  and  Rich- . 
ard  Lewis,  good  and  lawful  men  of  the 
said  city  now  here  f  worn  and  charged  to 
enouire  for  our  said  lord  the  king  for  the 
body  of  the  same  city,  it  is  presented  in 
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naaner  and  ftmi  foUowing ;  thst  it  U 
•ay  ;  Loadon  (to  wit)  the  Jorors  for  o«r 
lord  the  kHi§r  upon  the iv  ealh  prettnt. 
That  BenjaBiui  Walsh  late  of  Lendoa 
atockhroker,  on  th«  dth  day  of  December 
in  the  59nd  vtfar  of  tint  vetgit  of  oor  so- 
Ter eign  lord  George,  h>e.  at  the  pariah  of 
St.  Dunatan  tn  the  West  in  the  ward  of 
7arringdon  wkboot,  in  London  aforesaid, 
with  force  and  arms  felomousty  did  steal 
take  and  carry  away  22  t>ank  notes  each 
•f  the  said  bank  notes  being  made  for  the 
j^yment  of  the  sum  of  J, 000/.  and  being 
of  the  yaiue  of  1,0001^  of  lawful  money  of 
6feat  Britain,  and  one  other  bank  note 
made  ibr  the  pigment  of  the  wm  of 
200/.  and  being  of  the  value  of  200/^  of 
like  lawful  money  there  then  found  (the 
said  several  bank  notes  and  each  of  them 
then  aad  there,  to  wil,  at  th«  time  of 
committing  the  felony  aforesaid,  being 
the  property  of  sir  Thomas  Plumer,  knt. 
ftnd  the  money  payable  and  aecored'  by 
the  said  bank  notea  respectively  theii  and 
there  being  due  and  unsatisfied  to  the  said 
air  Thomas  Plumer  the  proprietor  thereof) 
against  the  form  of  the  statute  in  such 
case  made  and  provided,  and  asainst  the 
peace  of  our  said  lord  the  king  his  crown 
ind  dignity !  and  the  jurors  aforesaid, 
upon  thdr  oath  aforesaid,  do  further  pre- 
aent.  That  the  said  Benjamin  Walsh  after- 
wards, to  wit,  on  the  5tb  day  ef  December 
in  the  52nd  year  of  the  reign  aforesaid, 
with  force  and:  arms  at  London  aforesaid, 
ill  the  parish  and  ward  aforesaid,  feloni- 
ously did  steal'  take  and  carry  away  a 
certain  bill  of  exchange  made  for  thepay- 
naent  of  the  sum  of  22,200/;  of  lawflil 
money  of  Great  Britain,  and  being  of  the 
YBlue  of  22.200/.  of  like^  lawful  money 
there  then  found  (the  said  bill  of  ex- 
change then  and'  there,  to  wit,  at  the  time 
df  committing  the  felony  last  aforesaid, 
being  the  property  of  the  said  nx  T. 
Plumer,  and  the  said  sum  of  money  for 
.  the  payment  whereof  the  said  bill  of  ex- 
change wds  mi^e  then  and  tb^re  being 
doe  thereon  to  the  said  sir  T.  Phiraer  the 
poprietor  thereof)  agaiHstthe  form  of  the 
Btatotein  such  case  made  and  provided; 
and  agkinst  the  peace  of  our  said  lord  the 
king  b's  cro^  and  dignity :  and  the 
jurors  aforesaid  upon  their  oath  aforesaid 
do  further  present.  That'  the  said  Benja- 
min Walsh  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  6th 
day  of  December  iti  the  52nd  year  of  the 
reign  aforesaid,  with  force  and  arms  at 
London  aforesaid,  in  the  parish  and  ward 
aforesaid,  feloniously- did  steal'  Ukte  and 


caoy  away  t  certain  otber  bftl  of  eai^ 
change  made  fbr  the  payment*  of  the  sum 
of  22,200/.  of  rawful  money  of  Great 
Britain,  and  being  of  the  value  of  22,20Qf« 
of  like  lawful  money  there  then  fiaood  (tfa« 
said  test-meatioaed  bill  of  ocohange  tl^a 
and  thercv  to  wit^  at  the  tiofto  ^  coaa* 
mitting  the  felony  last  aforeeaid)  being 
the  property  of  the  said  sir  T.  PhHner« 
and  the  said  sum  ofiimoiiey  for  the  pay* 
ment  whereof  the  said  last- mentioned  bill 
of  exchange  was  made  then  and  there 
being  due  thereon)  against  the  form  of  th# 
statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided*, 
and  against  the  peace  of  our  said  bad-  th# 
king  Hid  crown  and  dignity:  and  th« 
jurors  aforesaid  upon  their  oath  afoneatd 
do  Either  present.  That  the  said  Benjamiii 
Walsh  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  5tll  day 
of  December  in  (be  52nd  year  of  the 
reign  aforesaid,  with  fovce  and  arma  afr 
London  aforesaid,,  in  the  parish  aftd  wai4 
j  aforesaid,  Monkmsly  did  steal  lake  awk 
carry  away  a  eerlaln  Warrant  ntada  for 
the  pay«Bent  oF  money,  to  wit,  of  die 
sum  of  M,2<I0I.  of  lawful  moaejr  of 
Great  Briuin,  and  being  of  the  yarhie  of 
22/200/.  of  like  lawfbi  money  there  then 
found  (the  said  warrant  then  and  there, 
to  wit,  at  the  time  ef  comraitriivg  the 
felony  last  aforeaaidv  being  the  property 
of  the  said  sir  T.  Plumer,  and  the  said 
sum  of  money  for  the  payment  wllereof 
the  said  warrant  was  made  then  andnhera 
being  due  thereon  to  the  said  airThoraaa 
Plumer  the  proprietor  thereof)*  against  the 
form  of  the  statute  in  such  case  made  and 
provided,  and  against  the  'peace  of  our 
said  lord  the  king  his  crewn  and  dignity : 
and  the  jurors  aforesaid  upeifi  their  oath 
aforesaid  do  further  present,  That-tlte  said 
Benjamin  Walsh  aflerwaixh,  to  wi^  aaiht 
5th  day  of  December  in  the  52nd  jfr  of 
the  reign  afbresaid;  with  force  andanna 
at  London  aforesaid^  in  the  parfth  and 
ward  aforesaid,  feloniously  did  steal  take 
and'  carry  away  a  certain  other  Warrut 
made  for  the  payment  of  money,  te  wH; 
of  the  su^m  of  22,200/;  of  lawfbl  money  of 
Great  Britain,  and  being  of  the  value  e£ 
22,200/.  of  like  lawful  money  there  tlkea 
found  (the  said  last'  mentioned  vrarrant 
then  and  there,  to  wit,  at  the  time  of  tHMn<* 
mitting  the  fblony  last  aforesaid  bteitig  thei 
property  of  the  said  sir  T.  Plumer,  ani^ 
the  said  sum  of  money  for  the  payment* 
whereof  the  said  last'  mentioned'  warrant 
was  made  then  and*  there  being  dne 
thereon)  against  the  form  of  the'statute  in 
such  csEse  made  and  proTided,.4nlegiinflr 
« 
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ibe  petce  «f  cor  tsid  lord  the  king  bis 
epowfl  aiHl  dignity  :  wA  the  jvrore  afore^ 
tftid  apon  (heir  oath  ftlbresatd  do  fvrtber 
]»re9ent.  That  the  said  Benjamin  Wafeh 
afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  5th  day  of  Se- 
cemher  in  the  52nd  year  of  the  reign 
albresatd,  #tth  force  and  arms  at  London 
aforesaid^  in  the  parish  and  ward  afore- 
said«  felonioiMly  did  stea)  take  and  carry 
away  a  certain  other  Warrant  made  for 
the  payment  of  money>  to  wit»  of  the  sum 
of  22,200/.  of  lawful  money  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  being  of  the  value  of  22,2001.  of 
like  lawful  money  there  then  found  (the 
said  last  mentioned  warrant  then  and 
•here,  to  wit,  at  the  time  of  committing 
the  Mony  last  aforesaid  being  the  pro- 
petty  of  the  said  sir  T.  Plumer,  and  the 
said  sum  of  money  securedi>y  the  said  last 
mentioned  warrant  then  and  there  being 
nnsatisfted  to  the  said  sir  T.  Plumer  the 
proprietor  thereof)  against  the  form  of  the 
statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided, 
and  against  the  peace  of  our  said  lord  the 
king  his  crown  and  dimity :  and  the 
jnrors  aforesaid  upon  their  oath  aforesaid 
dofofther  present.  That  the  said  Benja- 
onn  Walsh  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  5th 
day  of  December  in  the  52nd  year  of 
tibe  reign  aforesaid,  with  force  and  arms 
at  LondDn  aforesaid  in  the  parish  and 
ward  aforesaid,  foloniously  did  steal  take 
and  carry  away  a  certain  other  War- 
rant made  for  the  payment  of  money^  to 
wity  of  the  snm  of  22,2002.  of  Iftwftil  mo- 
ney of  Great  Britain,  and  being  ef  the 
▼afne  of  22,200/.  of  like  lawfol  money, 
there  then  found  (the  said  last-mentioned 
warrant  then  and  there,  to  wit,  at  the  time 
of  committing  the  felony  last'  aforesaid, 
being  the  propartjr  of  the  said  sir  T. 
PUmier,  ana  the  said  snm  of  money  se- 
cured by  the  said  las|.mentkmed  warrant 
theh  and  there  being  nasatisfied)  against 
the  form  of  the  statute  in  soeh  oite  osade 
and  provided,  and  a^nst  the  peace  of  our 
•aid  lord  the  kinff  his  crown  and- dignity : 
Wherefore  the  sheriffi  of  the  said  city  of 
London  are  commanded  that  they  do  not 
omit  by  reason  of  any  liberty  within  the 
aaid-  city,  but  that  they  take  the  said  Ben- 
jlmin  Walsh  to  answer  the  premises; 
which  said  indictment  the  said  justices 
abovenamed;  afterwards,  to  wit,  at  the  ee- 
neral  session  of  the  delivery  of  the  saolof 
onr  lord  the  king,  of  Newgate  holden  for 
the  city  of  London  at  Justice- hall  in  the 
Old  Bailey,  wHhin  the  parish  of  Saint  Se- 
pnlchre,  in  the  ward  of  Parringdon  withoot, 
in  London  aforesaid,  on  Wednesdqr  <fae 
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Hih  day  of  January,  in  the  52nd  year  of 
she  reign  of  onr  sovereign  lord  George  the 
third,  &c.  before  Claudius  Stephen  Hunter, 
esq.  mvyaa  of  the  cktf  of  Lpndow;  siv 
Archibald  Macdonald,  Knight,  chief  baron 
of  onr  said  lord  the  kmg  of  his  eonrt  ef 
Exchequer;  sir  Simon  I^  Blane,  knigii*, 
one  of  the  justices  of  our  said  lord  the 
kmg,  assigned  to  hold  pleas  befere  ttie 
king  himself;  sir  Alan  Chembre,  knight^ 
one  of  the  justices  of  our  said  lord  the^ 
king  of  his  court  of  Cemmon  Pleas ;  sir 
Watkia  Lewes,  knight,  Harvey  Christian 
Cembe,  esq.,  sir  James  Shaw,  bart^,  sir 
Wm.  Letghton,  knight,  aldermen  of  the 
said  city;  John  Silvester,  esq.  recorder 
of  the  said  city ;  Wm.  Domville,  esq., 
Matthew  Wood,  esq.,  Samuel  Goodbehere« 
esq.,  other  of  the  aldermen  of  the  said 
city ;  Newman  Knowlys,  esq.  and  otheni 
their  fellows  justices  of  our  said  lord  the 
king  assigned  to  deliver  the  said  gaol'of 
Newgale  of  the  prisoners  therein,  being 
by  their  proper  hands,  do  deliver  here  iift 
oonrt  of  record  in  form  of  law  to  be  deter* 
mined;  And  thereupon  at  the  same  gene* 
:  ral  session  of  the  delivery  of  the  gaol  of  our 
lord  the  king,  of  Newgate  aforesaid,  hoMea 
for  the  said  city  of  London  at  Justice-hall 
aforesaid,  on  the  said  Wednesday  the  15tb 
day  of  J^sry  in  the  52nd  rear  afiMretaid, 
heme  the  justices  of  our  said  lord  the  kin|p 
last  above  named,  and  others  their  fellowv 
justices  aforesaid,  -cometh  the  said  Beis|9» 
min  Walsh  under  the  custody  of  Samuel 
Birch  esa.  and  William  Heygate  esq. 
sheriA  of  the  said  city  of  London,  into 
whose  custody  in  the  gaol  of  Newgate 
aforesaid,  for  the  cause  aforesaid,  henad 
been  before  committed,  and  being  brought 
to  the  bar  bete  ip  his  pcwev  person  is 
committed  to  the  said  sherim;  and  forth* 
with  concerning  the  premises  in  the  said 
indictment  above  spiecified  and  charged 
on  him,  being  asked  in  what  manner  be 
will  be  acquitted  thereof,  the  said  BeDJ»> 
min  Walsh  says,  he  is  not  guilty  thereof;* 
and  concerning  this  for  good  and  ill  be 
puts  himself  upon  the  country ;  and  Hiot- 
mas  Shelton  gient  clerk  of  the  session  of 
gaol  delivery  of  Newgate  aforesaid,  who 
prosecutes  n>r  our  said  lord  the  king  in 
this  behalf  doth  the  like;  therefore  let  the 
jury  thereupon  here  immediately  come 
berore  the  said  justices  of  our  said  lord  the 
king  last  above  named  and  others  their 
fellows  justicetr  aforesaid,  and  who  have 
no  affinity  to  th^said  Benjamin  Walsh,  to 
recognize  upon  their  oath,  vrhether  the' 
said  B.  Walsh  be  guilty  of  the  felonies 
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^foresaid,  in  the  said  indictmaot  ftbove 
specified  and  charged  on  him,  or  net : 
And  the  jurors  of  the  said  jury  by  tbe 
•aid  sheriffs  to  this  matter  impannelled 
and  returned  (to  wit)  William  Grore, 
William  Self,  Robert  Snell,  John  Clulow, 
James  Masters,  William  Poyner,  Thomas 
Owen,  Henry  Mackrell,  John  Francklin, 
William  Brown,  Nathaniel  Ainger,  and 
William  Duncalf,  beins  called  come ;  and 
who  being  chosen  tried  and  sworn  to  speak 
the  truth  of  and  concerning  the  premises 
aforesaid,  say  upon  their  oath.  That  the 
said  B.  Walsh  is  guilty  of  the  felonies  in 
the  said  indictment  abo?e  specified,  in 
manner  and  form  as  in  and  by  the  said 
indictment  they  are  supposed  against 
bim,  and  that  the  saia  B.  Walsh  at 
the  time  of  committing  the  said  felonies 
or  at  any  time  since,  had  no  goods  or 
chattels,  lands  or  tenements  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  said  jurors :  And  because  the 
court  is  not  yet  advised  of  giving  judg- 
ment of  and  upon  the  premises  atoresaid. 
Therefore  day  is  given  as  well  to  the  said 
Thomas  Shelton  who  prosecutes  for  onr 
said  lord  the  king  in  this  behalf  as  afore- 
said, as  unto  the  said  B.  Walsh  under  the 
custody  of  the  said  sheriffs  in  the  mean- 
time safel^r  to  be  kept  until  the  next 
general  session  of  gaol  deliyery  of  our  said 
lord  the  king,  to  be  bolden  for  the  said 
city  of  London,  to  hear  judgment  thereof, 
jcc  Thqmas  Shblton, 

"  Clerk  of  the  said  Session 
"of  Gaol  Delivery." 

\ 5  February  \^\2. 
The  Lord  CUrf  Baron  to  Mr.  Secrttary 
Ryder. 

(Benjamin  Wakh.) 

*^Sir;  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
yon,  for  the  information  of  his  royal  high- 
ness the  Prince  Regent,  that  Benjamin 
Walsh  was  indicted  before  me  at  the  last 
sessions  holden  at  the  Old  Bailey,  for 
itealing  from  sir  Thomas  Phimer  a  certain 
order  for  the  payment  of  22,200/.  and  also 
stealing  bank-notes  to  that  amount. — ^The 
facts  of  his  having  formed  the  design  of 
converting  this  money  to  his  use,  and  of 
actually  so  converting  much  the  greater 
part  of  it,  were  proved  without  contradic- 
tion.— But  doubts  having  occurred  to  Mr. 
Justice  Le  Blanc  and  myself,  (Mr.  Justice 
Chambre  being  absent  from  indisposition) 
the  case  was  reserved  for  the  judges  to 
consider  whether  the  facts  proved  amount- 
ed to  the  crime  of  larceny,— The  arga- 
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ment  of  counsel  concluded  last  night; 
and  the  case  was  considered  by  tei|  jiidges 
present  (two  being  confined  by  illness) 
who  were  of  opinion  that  the  facts  proved 
did  not,  in  estimation  of  law,  amount  to 
felony. — ^The  prisoner  having  been  coa« 
victed  of  that  offence,  I  am  humbly  tore- 
commend  him  as  a  proper  object  of  his 
Majesty's  pardon.     I  am,  &c. 

"  Aft.  MACDONiOD.'' 


Benjamin  Walsh, — Free  Pardon. 

In  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his 
Majesty. 
"  George  P.  R. 
'^  Whereas  Benjamin  Walsh  was,  at  a 
session  holden  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  Ja* 
nuary  last,  tried  and  convicted  of  felony, 
but  judgment  was  respited ;  We  in  copsi* 
deration  of  some  circumstances  humbly  re* 
presented  unto  us  touching  the  said  con- 
viction, are  graciously  pleased  to  extend 
our  grace  and  mercy  unto  him,and  to  |^rant 
him  our  free  Pardon  for  his  said  cnme :. 
our  will  and  pleasure  therefore  is,  that 
you  cause  him  the  said  Beqjamin  Walsh 
to  be  forthwith  discharged  out  of  custody  : 
and  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  vour  war- 
rant—^iven  at  our  court  at  Carlton  bouse, 
the  20th  day  of  February,  1812,  in  the 
52d  year  ofour  reign. — ^Bv  the  command, 
of  his  royal  highness  the  IPrince  Regent, 
in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Ma-: 
jesty.  R.  Ryder." 

"  To  our  trusty  and  well-beloved 
our  justices  of  gaol  delivery  for 
the  city  of  London  and  county 
of  Middlesex,  the  sherifl^  of 
the  said  city  and  county,  and  all 
others  whom  it  may  concern." 

Lbttbr  of  Benjamin  Walsr  td  Joseph 
Walsh;  dated  5th Dec.  181 1 ;  which 
was  produced  in  Evidence,  upon  tbe 
Trial  of  the  said  Benjamin  Walsh,  at 
the  Old  Bstiley. 

"  My  dear  Joe ; 

'*  How  to  acquaint  you  with  the  step  I 
have  taken,  or  in  what  terms  you  will 
think  of  your  poor  brother's  conduct,  I 
am  bewildered  in  conjecturing ;  but  I. 
know  your  affection  for  me,  will  induce 
you  to  judge  charitably  of  me;  and  I 
trust  thstt  I  shall  yet  be  remembered  by 
you,  if  not  with  esteem  at  least  with  pity. 

*'  This  last  blow,  of  .which  I  can  now. 
scarcely  entertain  a  doubt,  deprived  me  of 
all  hope  of  extricating  myself  from  the, 
difficulties  in  which  I  was  involved  ;  and 
upon  looking  into  thc^n^  I  found  theiyiJEnncl^ 
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greater  than  I  had  imaffined.— Mv  com- 
mission business,  which  I  expected  would 
increase,  has  become  a  hopeless  resource, 
as  it  would  furnish  but  a  very  small  por- 
tion of  my  expenditure ;  and  every  at- 
tempt that  I  baTe  made,  to  assist  by  other 
means,  has  ended  in  failure  and  loss. — 1 
did  look  forward  with  hope  to  the  connec- 
tion 1  proposed  to  you  ;  and  if  this  late 
unfortubate  event  had  not  occurred,  I 
think  it  possible  I  might  have  struggled 
through,  as  I  have  no  doubt  it  would  have 
answered  our  utmost  wishes  ;  and  I  trust 
that  you  will  persevere  in  it  with  the 
fullest  success.  But  I  saw  that  it  was  imi 
possible  for  me  to  provide  the  means,  and 
there  was  no  chance  of  saving  myself  from 
ruin,  and  my  dear  wife  and  children  from 
poverty,  and  my  brothers  and  sisters  from 
loss  by  me,  which  they  could  ill  afford, 
but  to  pursue  a  step,  which  though  it  will 
brin^  disgrace  on  my  name,  yet  will  aflford 
me  the  means  of  preventing  these  dread- 
ful calamities.  You,  who  know  my  princi- 
ples, 3Bav  well  conceive  that  to  resolve  on 
a  direct  dishonest  act,  must  have  given  me 
much  pain ;  but  when  I  pictured  to  my- 
self my  sweet  children  in  want,  I  resolved 
to  take  the  means  for  their  support  from 
one,  to  whom  the  loss  would  be  but  ima- 
ginary, as  his  fortune  and  accumulations 
for  exceeded  his  expenditure;  and  his 
mercenary  disposition  would  have  induced 
no  one  to  regret  his  loss.— >I  have  not  had 
the  opportunity  I  looked  for  with  this  per- 
son (Mr.  O.)— but  it  has  been  affbnled 
me  by  another,  who  though  in  a  great  re- 
spect free  iVom  the  latter  imputation,  yet 
has  every  advantage  of  the  former.— He 
has  ever  been  a  kind  friend  to  me,  and  I 
fear  the  act  will  add  ingratitude  to  the 
crime ;  but  I  had  no  other  chance,  and 
the  die  is  now  cast. — Oh !  my  God,  par- 
don my  heinous  offence.-^ir  Thomas 
Plumer  employed  me  to  sell  a  large  sum 
of  stock  to  pay  for  an  estate,  and  I  have 
withheld  a  part  of  the  proceeds.  I  might 
have  taken  all;  but  I. thought  it  crime 
enough  for  my  future  life  to  answer  for,  to 
take  what  I  conceived  would  be  sufficient 
to  maintain  my  family  in  competence, 
and  pay  those  debts  which  hung  the 
heaviest  on  my  mind. — 1  have  already  re- 
mitted it  abroad  ;  and  though  my  person 
is  safe  from  arrest,  yet  I  have  resolved  to 
follow  it,  as  I  can  never  live  in  this  coun- 
Jty  without  shame  and  dishonour.  It  has 
been  a  heart-breaking  struggle  to  leave 
you  all ;  and  I  know  I  shall  cause  you 
g»««t  afflietion,  where  I  would  bestow  no- 
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thing  but  happiniess.— What  will  my  poor 
Mary  say,  if  she  hears  it  in  her  present 
state  } — She  thinks  me  gone  to  Ireland  ; 
and  there  is  a  hope  that  it  may  be  con- 
cealed from  her  till  after  her  confinement, 
which  she  expecu  in  about  a  week,  if  it 
should  not  get  into  the  newspapers;  though 
it  may  be  possible  that  sir  T.  P.  may  not 
make  it  public  at  all— at  all  events  it  can- 
not be  known  till  the  beginning  of  next 
week.— I  must  imf>ose  the  afflicting  doty 
of  communicating  it  to  her  upon  you  and 
dear  Jane,  as  circumstances  may  arise  or 
as  you  shall  judge  best — I  enclose  three 
letters,  which  you  can  use  as  you  think 
fit,  according  to  their  dates,  and  send  them 
to  Hackney  by  the  stage  in  a  parcel  with 
the  newspaper  from  the  office— they  will 
I  think  cari'y  Mary  over  the  first  pirt  of 
her  confinement.— It  breaks  my  heart  to 
be  from  her  at  such  a  time ;  but  I  shall 
pray  night  and  day  for  her  safety, — I  can- 
not yet  write  to  her  on  this  fatal  subject. 
— Pray  palliate  my  conduct  as  much  as. 
you  can,  and  assure  her  that  my  affection 
for  her  and  the  dear  children  will  never 
forsake  me. — I  cannot  hope  to  see  them, 
again  for  a  long,  long  time,  and  1  shall  be 
an  unhappy  outcast  upon  the  earth ;  but 
I  will  not  fail  to  think  of  them  with  the 
sincerest  affection,  and  will  remit  sufficient 
.for  their  support— You  will  find  I  have 
lef^  with  you  what  will  last  for  some  time, 
and  when  our  thoughts  are  more  at  ease, 
we  shall  be  able  to  form  some  settled 
plan.— The  house,  and  great  part  of  the 
furniture,  belong  to  my  father's  estate; 
and  I  think  it  will  be  better  that  you 
should  take  possession  of  it  as  executor; 
the  lease  is  at  Daun  and  Crosland's. — 
Mary,  I  hope,  will  still  reside  in  it— ^You 
can  m  confidence  consult  Tilson ;  or  per- 
haps it  will  better  Mr.  Potto  or  Mr.  Milne. 
»-The  bills  for  repairs  and  furniture  you 
had  better  pay,  and  have  them  made  out 
in  your  name.— I  have  paid  in  part.  Ru- 
mens 601. — Shepherd  SOL — and  Simmons 
20/. — In  my,  drawer  you  will  find  the  in- 
ventory of  .furniture  sold  to  my  father, 
which  is  to  be  deducted  from  his  claim  ou 
W.  and  N.'s  estate.  You  had  better  re- 
move whatever  plate  is  not  mentioned  in 
it,  as  perhaps  execution  may  possibly  be 
taken  out ;  though  it  cannot  happen  with- 
out process,  which  will  take  some  time- 
however,  this  you  will  consult  on. 

''And  now,  my  dear  brother  and 
sister,  may  God  ever  protect  and  bless 
you ;  you '  will  never  be  absent  from 
my  thd^ts  or  my  prayers.—!   have 
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e]v«r  ex|Kri«nc«4i  from  you  ibe  kiiuUM» 
noai  diBiDterested  and  aOeclioosle  attea- 
timi— w9Qld  ta  God  that  wn  might  yei 
•ee  each  other — the  most  dittaat  hope 
wopld  be  lome  cooiolauoB— 4Mit  I  dare 
not  indulge  k:-*my  dear  sisters,  too* 
«v4ut  will  they  eay  or  think  of  me  ? — 1 
mutt  beg  yoUi  I  caonot  write  to  4hen 
-r-pray  aay  every  thiqg  yoa  can  for  me. 
-1-1  mutt  beg  you  too»  when  neoeatary, 
t^  apprise  Urn  Clarke's  of  this  eveut.— 
Oar  two  families  are  almost  the  only 
peal  ftiends  I  b^ie?e  remain  to  me— 
but  what  a  task  do  I  impose  on  yoo« — 
Only  say  that  you  forgive  me,  and  that 
I  have  not  wholly  lost  your  affectionate 
regard,  and  it  will  afford  some  comfort  to 
your  afticted,  yet  afieclionate  brother, 
"  Angel  Court,  Dec.  ^,1811.     B.  W." 

«*  I  will  write  to  you  as  soon  as  I  can 
fix  where  yon  can  direct  to  me. — The 
post  from  Dublin  is  three  or  four  da3rs; 
you  can  make  it  more,  if  necessary,  with 
the  excuse  of  contrary  winds." 

BANXsas'  Embizxlsiibnt  Bill.]  Mr. 
Drummond  rose  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  BUI  for  more  effectually  preventing 
the  Embegglement  of  Securities  for 
mo0ey»  and  other  effects,  left  or  deposited 
for  safe  custodv>  or  other  special  purpose, 
in  the  handsof  baDkers,  merchants,  agents, 
brokers^  attomies,  or  others.  Without  re- 
ferring to  a  late  case  which  had  made 
much  noise  in  the  country,  it  was  well 
known,  that  a  number  of  instances  had 
occurred  within  these  few  years,  of  viola* 
tions  of  trust,  for  which  there  was  no 
existing  punishment;  and  it  became 
therefore  necessary  for  the  legiaiatore  to 
interfere,  that  the  subject  might  have  that 
security  for  his  property  to  which  he  was 
entitled.  The  Bill  now  proposed  to  be 
brought  in  could  hardly  be  said  to  be  an 
addition  to  the  criminal  code  4>f  the  coun* 
try ;  it  was  more  properly  an  extension  of 
an  act  already  in  existence,  by  which  it 
was  made  felony  for  servants  or  clerks  to 
embezxle  or  misapply  the  property  of 
tbeir  mastors  entrusted  to  them. 

Bfr.  J.  Smith  said  he  felt  particular 
pleasure  in  rising  to  second  the  motion 
of  his  hon.  friend.  There  were  many 
recent  insunoes,  and  particularly  one 
glaring  instance,  (that  of  Mr.  Walsh) 
which  proved  the  necessity  of  the  intro- 
duction of  this  Bill.  As  the  Bank  of 
EngUnd  made  it  a  poiiu  not  to  keep  any 
a^rcouat  for  certain  securities,  it  was  ne* 


cessary  for  individuals  ^  ledge  Bxoh^' 
qoer  BiUs,  India  Bonds,  ice.  in  privsito 
hand^,  and  many  frauds  were  the  cooae* 
quenoB,  which,  as  the  law  now  stood,  wose 
not  properly  prevented  or  punished,  llie 
obiject  of  the  present  Bill  was  in  a  gven» 
degree  to  assimUate  the  law  which  now  p»* 
nished  the  master,  to  that  which  pnnishr 
ed  the  servant.  It  was  known  to  the 
House,  that  if  a  servant  embeaaled  prt^ 
perty  entrusted  to  his  cave,  he  was  there- 
by guilty  of  felony  ;  wheni|s  the  mastor 
for  the  same  act  was  only  adjudged  cri-  ^ 
minal  for  a  misdemeanor.  He.  thought 
it  extremely  strange  that  one  law  should 
exist  for  one  part  of  his  Majesty's  sub* 
jects,  and  another  /or  another.  It  isas  an 
anomaly  which  ought  immediately  to  be 
done  away  with.  After  the  Bill  was  'm^ 
tredttcedT,  he  was  asrare  that  it  would  re* 
(|uire'much  attention  to  render  it  effectual 
in  all  its  provisions^  and  in  order  to  pee* 
vent  its  throwing  a  degree  of  responsibi- 
lity on  any  class  «h^  they  were  not 
in  fairness  hound  to  support.  lu  the  op^ 
position,  which  it  was  natural  to  expect 
would  be  made,  either  to  the  BiU  itselC 
or  to  some  of  its  clause«i  he  hctf>ed  that 
much  benefit  might  be  derived  from  the 
counsel  and  opinion  of  diSsrent  persons  in 
the  views  which  they  might  take  of  the 
question. 

Mr.  Morris  thought  there  was  a  singo* 
larly  disgustii^  anomaly  in  the  law  on 
this  subject  as  it  at  present  stood.  The 
servant  of  the  party  entrusted  with  money 
could  be  punished  for  a  breach  of  trus^ 
while  the  masUr  escaped  with  impunity* 
He  feared  this  anomaly  would  not  alt<^ 
gether  be  removed  by  the  Bill  about  to  be 
Drought  in.  He  certainly  did  not  meaa 
to  oppose  the  motion,  but  he  thought 
many  of  the  inconveniences  at  present  com* 
pluned  of  might  be  traced  to  a  want  e€ 
caution  in  the  parties  depositing  their 
money,  and  he  would  not  give  thoes  a 
penal  statuto  to  guard  that  which  witk 
prudence  they  might  guard  themselvea» 
They  ought  to  be  discreet  in  the  choifi^ 
of  their  bankers,  to  watoh  over  their  coo* 
duct,  and  see  that  tbeir  securities  wem 
forthcoming;  and  that,  would  be  npofw 
likely  to  prevent  the  evil  complained  o^ 
than  the  making  of  it  a  capital  offence. 
He  thought  there  would  be  less  objectioa 
to  making  such  an  oflfence  a  misdemea^ 
nor,  than  to  making  it  felony.  The  law 
proposed,  might  have  the  effect  of  makiag 
the  parties  depositing  money  more  sopiae 
than  they  were  at  presea^  moreneglifeal 
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iMteid  ^  iDore  -discreet.  Many  cliffi- 
citltief  would  arise  from  the  existence  -ef 
4fab  kvr,  wbidi  it  urooM  be  impossible  to 
•gtft  over.  If  the  House  were  to  legislate 
-mn  CTerj  particular  case  of  moral  depravi- 
iy  which  occurred,  there  would  be  no  end 
to  mnr  penal  code.  If  every  breach  of 
-trust  was  to  be  t;onsidered  a  capital  felony, 
"Why  should  not  an  executor,  for  instance, 
who  was  the  means  of  reducing  a  number 
•of  tjbildren  lo  beggary  by  his  conduct^ 
incur  the  punishment  of  death. 

The  Chancfllor  <f  the  Excheqner  tm6, 
that  he  was  glad  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
-did  not  mean  to  oppose  the  introduction  of 
the  Bill,  whatever  he  might  think  of  its 
efficacy.  He  was  aware  that  there  was 
VHich  d^ktalty  hi  rendering  tt  perfectly 
•eakulated  to  meet  the  evil  it  was  propoaed 
to  remedy;  but  there  would  be  ample 
•opportunity  for  giving  it  a  full  considera- 
tion. With  respect  to  the  amnnent,  that 
no  advantage  would  arise  mm  making 
the  crime  a  misdemeanor/  he  conceived 
that  the  punishment  of  transportation 
tvould  be  a  sufficient  ground  of  terror,  its 
it  regarded  those  who  might  be  dispmed 
to  commit  this  description  of  crime.  The 
hon.  gentleman  also  neemed  to  imagine 
that  the  Bill  would  tend  to  make  indtvi- 
dnals  more  lax  and  careless ;  but  he  did 
not  apprehend  that  such  a  consequence 
would  follow,  and  be  was  x>f  opinion  that 
the  attention  of  those  individuals  whom 
the  Bill  regarded,  would  be  awakened 
more  to  a  sense  of  duty  than  by  any  pos- 
nble  attention  of  those  to  whom  property 
belonged.  Besides,  be  apprehended  it 
wonld  he  impracticable  to  make  a  law 
obliging  persons  to  be  more  attentive  to 
their  property.  The  necessity  of  some 
tneasure  Kke  the  present,  appeared  more 
-strongly,  firom  two  recent  instances :  but 
his  hon.  friend  could  not  be  charged 
justly  wiA  le|[ishttuig  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment,  as  neither  t^  case  of  Mr.  Walsh 
mer  any  other  recent  -failure,  pointed 
out  the  necessity  of  a  legislative  enact* 
ment,  more  than  what  had  occurred  for 
many  years  to  the  ruin  of  s^eral  iodivi- 
doab,  and  no  doubt  existed  in  any  one's 
ttiod  of  the  enormity  of  the  offisnce.  He 
«oncetved«  that  the  present  measure  would 
kavetbe  most  benencial  effects  in  causing 
Ml  inquiry  ahR>  Into  the  practicability  of 
mddng  all  the  oftnces  under  this  denomi- 
nation rank  as  miademeanors.  On  the 
vHiele,  theldill  had  his  full  concurrence: 
in  Hie  commitlee,  it  would  unquestionably 
ircaafre  all  the  mttentioii  of  profesaioBftl 
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gentlemen  to  see  that  the  purport  of  it  waa 
carried  into  effect. 

Mr.  tiomer  agreed  with  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  who  spoke  last,  that  they  were 
not  legishiting  on  an  individual  instance  ; 
for  there  were,  unfortunately,  but  too 
many  instances  attended  with  sufficient 
distress  to  call  on  the  legislature  for  a 
remedy.  He  had,  however^  dovlbts  of  the 
expediency  of  the  present  measure. 
There  was  a  danger  lest  they  should  over* 
step  a  salutary  line  in  legislation,  by 
attempting  to  do  fer  individuals  what  in* 
dividuak  ought  to  do  lor  themselves,  and 
carrying  penal  laws  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  place  mankind  in  a  state  of  tutelage. 
The  act  acainst  servants  differed  from  the 
fNTOsent;  for  it  did  not  create  a  substantive 
class  of  oflfences,  but  merely  reduced  a 
.particular  offence  within  the  head  of  fe- 
lony which,  by  legal  subtlety,  could  not 
be  constderad  as  such.  He  had  seen  the 
present  Sill,  which  he  believed  to  be 
drawn  up  with  great  care  ;  bat  there  was 
one  observation  he  could  not  help  making 
respecting  it,  that  its  provisions  extended 
to  all  sorts  of  property  entrusted  to  ano- 
ther. Now,  when  he  recollected  the 
-amount  of  the  property  held  in  trust  in 
this  country,  he  was  afraid  of  the  effect  it 
might  have  in  depriving  the  courts  of 
equity  of  the  power  of  aflbrding  redress  in 
cases  of  abuse  of  trust,  from  the  principle 
of  a  person  not  being  obliged  to  state  what 
might  criminate  himself.  In  this  manner 
the  present  Bill  might  introduce  more  in* 
security  into  property  than  could  be  com- 
pensated for  by  any  benefit  which  it  fnight 
in  other  respects  produce. 

Mr.  Baring,  while  he  expressed  the  ob« 
ligation  wiuch  he  felt  as  a  merchant,  to 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  introduced  thii 
measure  to  the  attention  of  the  House,  yet 
feared  that  the  ereat  difficulty  which  would 
occor  was  in  me  distinguishing  common 
commercial  trusts,  and  trusts  on  deposit. 
The  case  of  Mr.  Walsh,  however  heinoui^ 
he  toncetved  tt  impossible  to  provide 
against.  In  the  case  of  common  commer- 
cial trusts  a  sum  was  deposited  with  the 
merchant,  who  entered  it  on  his  booksy 
and  the  money  went  into  circula^on* 
Whatever  difficulties  might  arise  in  thia 
and  other  points^  he  thought  the  commerw 
cial  world  much  indebted  to  the  hon.  geiii« 
tieman. 

Mr.  Manning  spoke  in  fkvoor  of  the  BflU 
whieh,  he  contended,  was  more  intended 
to  secure  the  money  deposited  for  safe 
custody,  than  lo  operate  in  any  other  ease. 

(SP) 
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Leave  was  giYen  to  bring  in  the  Bill* 

Parish  Registers'  Bill.]  Mr.  Ro9e, 
in  puriuaoce  of  the  notice  he  had  given, 
wished  to  obtain  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  a  few  observations  he  had  to  make 
previous  to  submitting  to  their  considera- 
tion the  motion  he  intended  to  bring  for* 
ward  relative  to  Parochial  Registers.  He 
was  sorry  to  find  that  many  misconceptions 
bad  gone  abroad  respecting  the  measure, 
which  he  had  no  doubt  would  he  done 
away  v^hen  the  nature  of  the  Bill  he  now 
meant  to  introduce  should  be  generally 
known.  It  must,  he  thought,  be  univer- 
tally  allowed,  that  parish  registers  were  of 
great  importance  to  all  ranks  and  classes 
of  people  from  the  nobleman  to  the  pea* 
sant ;  and  it  was  highly  desirable  they* 
should  be  reffularly  entered,  and  safely 
deposited.  At  present,  instead  of  being 
kept  in  the  boose  of  the  clergyman  of  each 
parif  h,  they  were  kept  in  a  very  slovenly 
manner  in  the  dwelling  of  the  parish 
clerk,  and  he  had  found,  as  Treasurer  of 
the  Navy,  numberless  instances  of  the 
widows  of  seamen,  who,  from  this  culpable 
negligence,  were  not  able  to  prove  their 
marriages.  He  was  surprised  to  fin^^  that 
his  intention  to  bring  in  this  Bill  had  given 
considerable  alarm  to  the  clergy  in  many 
paru  of  the  kingdom,  and  that  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Epsom  a  meeting  of 
clergymen  had  been  called  on  the  subject; 
but  he  was  sure  when  they  became  ac- 
quainted with  what  was  meant  to  be  done 
tney  would  immediately  be  free  from  such 
alarms.  It  was  his  intention  in  the  present 
Bill  to  enact  that  all  registers  throuffhout 
the  kingdom  should  be  uniform,  and  that 
the  parishes  should  supply  themselves 
with  the  form  from  the  king's  printer :  that 
the  registers  of  births,  baptisms,  marriages, 
deaths,  &c.  should  be  entered  into  a  book 
to  be  kept  for  the  purpose  by  the  clergy- 
man of  every  parish ;  that  such  register 
should  be  made  up  once  every  year,  and 
a  duplicate  thereof  transmitted  to  the 
bishop  of  the  diocese.  Dissenters  to  have 
the  power,  at  the  end  of  every  quarter,  or 
of  every  year^  to  deliver  their  registers  on 
oath  to  the  clergyman  of  the  established 
chufch  of  the  parish  in  which  such  dis- 
aenters  resided.  At  present  all  regvsters 
were  kept  in  dwelling-houses,  in  a  very 
insecure  way.  It  would  be  highly  culpa- 
ble to  suSer  them  to  remain  so ;  and  be 
therefore  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  for  the  better  regulating  and  preserv- 
ing parish  and  other  registers  of  births. 
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baptisms,  marriages,  and  buriak  in  'Bof^ 
land. 

Mr.  Bathmi  thought  the  object  of  Um 
Bill  commendable,  and  that  it  deserved 
support,  if  it  did  not  trench  on  the  feelioga 
of  individuals.  There  existed  a  mass  of 
confusion  in  these  registers,  which  it 
would  be  most  beneficialto  the  general  in- 
teresttof  the  community  to  have  reme-> 
died :  but  he  hoped  the  Bill  would  be 
freed  fi-om  all  the  objectionable  parte, 
which  abounded  so  much  in  that  brought 
in  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  on  the 
same  subject,  last  session ;  such,  aa  if  a 
clergyman  failed  in  accuracy  in  keeping 
such  registers,  he  should  be  liable  to  fe- 
lony ;  in  other  cases,  to  be  suspended  frooa 
his  functions,  and  liable  to  imprisonment 
for  a  certain  number  of  days.  These  thinga, 
he  believed,  had  caused  great  alarm;  and 
if  not  done  away  in  the  present  Bill,  such 
alarm  would  be  increased. 

Lord  Folkciione  iiid  not  object  to  the  in- 
troduction of  the  Bill,  as  he  understood  it 
was  a  measure  of  quite  a  different  nature 
from  that  of  last  session,  to  which  he  had 
many  and  great  objections.  Some  of  theae 
his  lordship  proceeded  to  enumerate,  and 
then  turned  to  the  consideration  of  the  Bill 
now  proposed.  There  were,  he  said,  other 
modes  or  enforcing  the  law.  for  the  more 
perfect  keeping  of  these  registers,  already 
in  the  power  of  the  bishops  of  the  various 
dioceses.  If  the  law,  as  it  now  stood, 
therefore,  was  ineffectual,  the  most  simple 
and  efficacious  mode  would  be  to  invigo- 
rate it,  and  not,  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
wished,  shape  out  an  entirely  new  course. 
But  there  appeared  to  be  some  reason  for 
this  total  change,  which  was,  that  it  would 
lead  to  a  source  of  revenue,  as  new  offices 
would  be  created,  and  stamps  were  to  be 
necessary  before  extracts  were  given  from 
the  records.  The  object  was,  however, 
desirable,  though  great  care  and  attention 
was  necessary  .in  framing  the  Bill. 

Mr.  tV.  Sthith  observed,  that  if  the 
clergy,  as  well  as  the  laity,  bad  considered 
the  Bill  with  the  same  spirit  of  concilia- 
tion that  had  actuated  the  House,  much  of 
the  ill- blood  to  which  it  had  given  rite 
would  have  been  spared.  He  was  con- 
vinced that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
only  the  public  benefit  in  view,  as  was 
shewn  by  bis  conduct  during  the  last  year, 
when  he  procured  his  act  to  be  circulated 
through  the  country,  courting  objections 
and  amendments  to  it.  His  chief  de^ 
sign,  in  now  rising,  was  to  contradict  an 
opinion,  which  he  was  informed  had  gon^ 
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sbroad;  fhat  thig  Bill  was  tutrodacad  at 
the  soggettioa  and  for  the  benefit  of  cer- 
tain dissenters.  In  troth,  of  all  penons, 
ihey  wonkl  receive  the  least  advantage 
from  it:  indeed  they  were  called  upon» 
perhaps  annecessarily,  compuUorily  to  de- 
liver in  registers  which  were  not  before  re» 
quired.  He  said  unnecessarily,  because 
liiey  had  already  a  much  better  means 
than  was  here  offered,  of  preserving  them 
with  the  utmost  regularity^  and  with  little 
or  no  danger,from  accidental  causes.  They 
had  besides,  this  additional  merit,  that 
they  were  registers  of  births,  and  not  of 
baptisms.  He  had  been  commissioned 
last  year  to  learn  from  those  with  whom  he 
was  particularly  connected,  whether  the 
dissenters  had  any  objection,  as  far  as  re- 
lated to  them,  to  comply  with  the  proposed 
measure,  and  he  was  happy  to  say  that 
they  had  no  wish  to  start  any  difficulty. 

Mr.  Rose  replied  in  a  few  words,  deny- 
ing that  patronage  or  revenue  were  in  the 
slightest  degree  connected  with  the  design 
of  the  measure.  With  regard  to  the  first, 
the  little  there  was  of  it  was  entirely  with 
the  archbishop  of  Canterbury;  and  the 
second  was  answered  by  saying,  that  it 
would  not  produce  one  fisrtKinff. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  m  the  Bill. 

DaoiTs  oFAoMiaALTT.]  Mr.  Brougham, 
'  in  pursuance  of  a  previous  notice,  rose  to 
move,  "  That  a  Select  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  application  of 
the  various  sums  received  as  Droits  of  the 
Crown  and  of  Admiralty."  He  observed, 
that  when  be  formerly  submitted  a  similar 
proposal  to  the  House,  it  waa  resisted  on 
various  grounds,  but  principally  it  was 
urged  that  he  had  not  chosen  a  convenient 
time  for  the  adoption  of  bis  Resolutions, 
pending  a  certain  contract  which  was  said 
to  have  been  entered  into  with  the  crown, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  rei^n, 
for  the  establishment  of  the  civil  list 
Such  an  objection  could  not  now  be  urged, 
and  from  the  general  result  of  the  debate, 
the  country  had  certainly  every  reason  to 
hope  that  an  inquiry  of  a  most  important 
nature  would,  now  be  commenced,  prepa- 
ratory to  a  new  and  general  settlement  of 
the  civil  list  revenue.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  on  the  previous  debate  one  bon< 
genti|eBi&n  had  denied  the  right  of  the 
House  to  examine  into  the  application,  as 
wyll  as  into  the  amount  of  this  fuud,  and 
the  rijht  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  £x- 
•hjpquer  had ^  told  the  House,  that  fully 
conscious  of  the  due  emptoyment  of  these 
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monies,  and  that  not  the  slightest  abuse 
of  them  could,  by  the  moat  strict  investi-* 
gation,  be  discoTeredi  he  should,  at  the 
proper  time,  have  courted  the  most  minute 
inquiry  upon  the  subject.  As  that  proper 
time  was  now  arrived,  in  order  to  give  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  an  opportunity  of 
acting  up  to  his  professions,  that  he  might 
shew  the  burdened  nation  that  they  were 
not  the  mere  hollow  pretencesof  temporary « 
expediency^  be  now  submitted  the  subject' 
again  to  the  decision  of  the  House.— -He 
contended,  that  fiinds  that  had  been  dis* 
cussed  and  appropriated  by  parliament 
were  subject  to  it*  coutroul,  and  to  be  ac- 
counted for.  But  how  much  more  ought 
these  funds  to  be  liable  to  inquiry  and  ex- 
planation, which  had  never  been  voted 
by  paHiament;  which  arose  out  of  sources' 
witn  which  they  could  not  intermeddle ;. 
and  which  had  nerer  been  controlled  or 
canvasfed|by  them  ?  For  all  they  knew  of 
the  mattttr  from  the  papers  on  their  table, 
was,  that  ceruin  sums  had  been  paid  to 
certain  individuals.  It  was  not  necessary 
for  his  present  purpose  even  to  allege  that 
any  abuse  ezbted,or  could  exist :  to  shew 
that  the  items,  of  which  the  accounts  i>e* 
fore-  them  were  made  up,  were  utterly  un- 
intelligible  to  them,  was  a  sufficient  ground 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee 
op  stairs,  to  ascertain  their  nature  and 
condition.  In  order  to  shew  that  this  waa 
the  case,  he  would  divide  the  accounu  on 
the  table  into  four  separate  classes,  to 
which  he  begged  leave  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House.  In  this  classification,  he 
would  keep  entirely  out  of  view  all  sums 
issued  after  messages  to  parliament,  and 
sums  actually  paid  to  captors  and  claimanta 
pursuant  to  the  original  design  of  the  fund. 

The  first  class  consisted  of  sums  paid, 
but  which  did  not,  on  the  lace  of  these 
accounts,  appear  to  have  been  paid  indis* 
putably,  to  captors  or  claimants  on  ac- 
count of  priaes. 

The  second  class,  which  was  smaller 
than  the  first,  consisted  of  sums,  paid  ap- 
parently on  the  same  account,  but  not 
likely  ta  be  so  in  reality,  as  might  be 
gathered  from  the  items  themselves. 

The  third  class,  which  was  again  still 
smaller  than  either  of  the  former,  con- 
sisted of  sums  paid,  for  which  no  grounds 
whatever  were  given ;  and 

The  fourth  and  last  class  was  composed 
of  swns  issued  for  services,  not  having 
any  connection  with  the  original  intentioa 
of  the  fund,  and  not  being  paitl  to  captoc^ 
or  claimants. 
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Oa  tbete  several  chmeit  he  wmali  pp»- 
ceed  to  itate  bi»  reatCMSs  for  conleadiiic 
tb«t,  farther  Mquiry  w  iwcesiary,  «m 
that  ft  delect  Conaitlet  oogbt  lo  be  »p- 
pobltd  for  that  pnrpose^  Witk  regarA  to 
the  irst  alaBS>  he  was  by  no  vaam  die- 
poeed  to  deny  thai  large  amounla  might 
bare  been  jastly  paid  to*  persoas  ceacerne4 
IB  prises,  #Meh  uttianately  had  been  m^ 
certaioed  to  bare  been  illegadly  made; 
tfren  to  •on^^onraiistiefied  captara  they 
mi^  hare  been  pr adently  gtveD,  bat  he 
nMintaiiied  that  m  this  distribution  no 

Krference  sfaoold  be  ahewn,  and  where 
our  was  apparent  no  spedficaaien  of 
the  rariow  iteint  waa  sapplied  t#  praive 
tfaat  ft  waa  proper  or  necessary.  In  the 
accomit  >aid  before  the  Hoose  in  1SI0»* 
voder  the  head,  "  Special  Payments/' 
would  be  noticed  the  enormona  sam  of 
Q09;j%9i.  paid  to  John  Akock,  <'  lobe  by 
bim  paid  over  to  the  merchants^  &c. 
trading  to  Spain,  whose  property  bad  been 
asquestrated  in  1796  and  1797/'  The 
aoiobni  of  54,921/.  was  likewise  inserted 
as  baring  been  disbnrsed  ae,  "  IndeoNiifi* 
cation  to  sondry  comnMnders  oa  account 
of  ships  carried  into  cape  Nicola  Male, 
and  illegally  condemned/'  Into  the  par- 
ticulars of  these  two  large  items,  surely 
some  inquiry  ought  to  bis  made,  and  it 
was  a  mere  mockery  to  acknowledge  tbe 
right  of  tbe  House  mr  that  purpose,  and  to 
vsfuse  tbe  Select  Committee  tbe  nemina* 
tion  of  which  he  now  proposed.  It  might 
be  stated  that  the  accounts  had  been 
audited  at  the  Treasury,  but  would  tbe 
Honse  delegate  its  right  of  Inrestiaation  to 
any  but  to  its  own  members  for  that  por- 
posa  by  itself  appmated,  unless  indeed, 
aa  in  many  other  cases,  particularly  in 
that  of  tbe  American  ckimanls^  boards 
were  astablished,  whose  particular  function 
it  was  to  make  the  requisite  inrestigation. 
He  did  not  blame  any  indiridual  adminis- 
tration, because,  since  the  time  of  Mr. 
Fitt,  theseabuseshad  been  continued  under 
erarygwremment.  There  were  other  items 
in  which  they  were  not  left  so  much  in 
tbe  dark,  and  which  were  of  a  rery  sus- 
picions naturcy— not  that  he  meant  to  im- 
pute any  censure  against  particular  per- 
aons^  or  the  goremments  under  which 
tfiese  grants  had  been  made.  These  items 
were  of  payments  to  persons  for  ressels 
captured  and  condemned,  but  afterwards 
restored  ^  or  inr  Tessels  not  condemned, 
bat  taken  out  of  the  bands  of  the  captor^ 

^-'     "  .-,.-_  --If  Hi       'u         

*  See  VoL  17,  Appendix/  p.  IxvL 


Bniknf  Atmdliy. 


tHa 


Among  instances  of  Ais  fart  «em  tmt^ 

gmnU  of  90^M  and  18,000L  tn  lorA 
Keith,  (a  gallant  nobiaman  wim  dseeraad 
the  utmost  prajae,  and  who  wanld  nai 
have  done,  this  had  it  notbeentbe  caonnott 
pcactice)  becansa  he  had  detained  aft 
American  ressel  at  the  Cape  ef  Gaod 
Hope^  for  which  an  action  waa  brangbt 
againat  bim,  and  he  was  cast  with  henry 
damages  aad  expensive  costs.  By* 
grants  cause  was  given  far  the  comp ' 
against  ua  for  tbe  vioieace  of  onr  < 
(whach  ware  greatly  unfounded)  and  for 
tbe  want  of  redress  in  our  law  eoatt^ 
whicb  was  utterVy  unfounded,  as  in  tkaai 
there  was  nottbesb^Mest  difieraace  made 
between  an  American  and  an  Englisbmaik 
Bat  it  afforded  ground  for  danmnr,  baar^ 
ever  ua»iost»  to  protect  captors  barmlaM 
whom  tbe  law  bad  decided  to  have  bnsn 
in  tbe  wrong.  To  justify  tbe  gavernmaaa 
in  tbis  point  alone  a  Select  Cemmittea  was 
necessary.  An  boa.  gentleman  (Mr.  Ar« 
bntbnat)  when  placed  in  a  simibir  sitaation^ 
bad  comedown  to  that  House,  in  all  the 
eagerness  of  conscious  innocence,  and 
asMle  a  manly  and  explicit  defonce  ;  ae« 
counting  for  tbe  sums  charged  anainst  bis 
name,  to  tbe  last  shilling,  and  even  court* 
ing  the  fortber  probation  of  a  comanttaa. 
Nearly  all  the  individuals,  whose  names 
were  inserted  in  these  docaments,  no  doabt 
felt  equally  anxious  to  clear  their  cha- 
racters from  imputation,  and  not  beiag 
able  to  do  it  in  the  House,  they  had  a  right 
to  claim  a  full  aad  fair  scrutiny  in  a  com- 
mittee. Rear-admiral  Lewis  bad  bean 
paid  a  large  sum  for  detaining  a  neutral 
vessel,  and  would  not  Americah,  and  jnrtly 
too  without  explanation,  ask  what  security, 
if  she  continued  at  peace  with  xm,  she  bad 
that  her  neutral  shipping  sbaukl  not  be 
seiaed,  if  our  ofllcers  were  apparently  re* 
warded  for  their  capture  ? 

The  bon.  and  learned  gentleman  next 
naticed  a  case  ia  which  a  partialiay  bad 
been  shewn,  and  that  comp 
fused  to  tbe  party  whicb  bad  been 
fA  to  otbers  under  similar  cir 
This  case,  on  wbicb  he  dweh  at  consider- 
abfo  length,  was  shortly  tbis :  tbe  pviva« 
tear  Daphne,  belonging  tn  a  Mr.  Jacobi 
in  1799  or  ISOO,  captured  tbe  French 
vessel  Circe,  worth  50,0001.  wbicb  was 
condemned,  and  a  claim  to  tbn  con- 
trary disregarded.  Tbe  vear  and  daj  lot 
appeal  having  transpired,  the  < 
tion  became  final,  and  i^fiOOL  1 
among  tbe  captors.  Ten  tboosand  [ 
aiorelay ready tnbadislribntad.    Altldi 
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pftim  of  time  m  mfomalioa  was  laid 
•gtkiit  Ibem  for  hairing  diarefgofikd  tbe 
9Sd  of  ibo  Kiog^  bg^  which  a  mutter  of  llio 
trew  of  ft  prifateoff  before  tailing  it  aiiact- 
od.  On  the  kiler  of  thit  law  tboy  wore 
convicted;  tbe  }0/)(X>2.  ttOAped^ and  the 
iSfiOOk  recovered^  att  of  whicb  had  be* 
cooM  Droilt  of  Admiralty.  The  mere  ig- 
norance of  the  law  wat  not  admttlad  aa  an 
excQte :  and  the  reaah  to  Mr.  Jacob  wat 
cotUtotfaoMnoont  of  iflOdi.  and  nttor 
nun.  Trom  baring  been  in  ».  rctpoctaUe 
trade,  be  waa  thfown  into  §ae1>  and  re- 
duced to  poverty.  It  might  be  right  for 
tbe  Hoate  to  be  infer  nod  on  what  tort  of 
aothoriiy  it  wm  that  the  mtoey  paid  on 
aeoount  of  ithe  captnre  bgr  the  Daphne  bad 
been  recalled,  and  Mr.  Jacobt  and  hit  fo- 
ndly redttced  to  beggary.  It  wat  not  at 
the  wa^ggnttion  of  a  common  informer,  or 
of  a  ^ /«m  attorney,  but  onr  evidence  pro- 
cored  by  a  reverend  cVergyman— the  Rev. 
W.  B.  Mnielt,  who  bad  been  in  confine- 
men*  for  deb^  and  rednced  to  the  oondi* 
tion  of  the  primitive  Cbristiant,  after  pab* 
Uthing  a  work  on  Field  SporU,  in  which 
be,'  ae  well  at  many  oi  hit  brethren^  were 
known  to  peculiarly  to  excel  (bear,  hear !] 
He  did  not  mean  to  cast  any  general  re* 
flection  on  the  nameront  retpectable  mem- 
bert  of  tbe  church  of  England ;  bnt  cer- 
tain it  wat  that  Mr.  Danielt  formed  no 
addition  to  their  retpectability,  for  after 
other  trades  bad  failed,  he  tanMd  a  broker 
in  evidence,  and  procured  two  men,  of  the 
namet  of  Thatcher  and  Goxman,  one  of 
whom  bad  been  convicted  of  peijury,  and 
the  other  had  been  flogged  at  the  cart't 
tail,  to  swear  as  much  at  wat  necettary  to 
topport  his  charge.  For  this  tignal  ter- 
vice,  the  worthy  and  reverend  gentleman 
bad  recetred  from  government  no  lemtban 
5^077/.  and  the  first  of  hit  witnettet  87^ 
XSi.Td.  as  a  <'  gratuitgr  for  evidence  given.'' 
»-Tbe  hon«  and  learned  genllemaB  then 
oontratted  the  cate  of  Mr,  Jacob  with  that 
of  tir  Home  Popham,  who  had  been  reim- 
bursed. Tbey  had  bo^,  he  said,  emharfc- 
ed  in  illegal  voyagea,  and  both  said  with- 
out knowing  that  fact :  fifty  aeven  mem- 
bert  of  that  House  had  ditbelieved  sir 
Home  Popham  on  this  point,  and  perhapt 
aa  many  would  doubt  Mr.  Jacob.  Sir 
Home't  vetscl  had  been  condemned,  but 
on  a  report  from  the  King's  proctor,31 ,0tOJ. 
was  restored  to  him,  while  Mr.  Jacob, 
baving  no  interest,  wat  coinpelled  *  to  put 
np  with  the  lost  of  hit  all.  The  latter  bad, 
indeed,  tnMiggled  a  little  tobacco  on  there, 
aatheforMar  bad  four  cbaats  of  tea^  in 


which  paint  they  were  both  alikc^  c«ly 
that  Mf •  Jacob  was  not  on  hoard  at  thti 
time  of  the  transaction,  which  sir  Homo 
Popham  wat.  It  would  be  endlatt  foe 
him  to  enter  into  all  similaf  caaei^  which 
could  not  be  discutsed  in  the  House,  and 
were  only  fit  for  inquiry  in  tbe  CooMnitlte 
he  wished  to  be  appointed. 

Under  the  second  branch  of  his  subjecl« 
he  should  mention  with  regret  the  gra^l 
of  03'i/.  to  tir  William  ScoU, "  for  tervicea 
in  deciding  upon  caset  relative  to  Ameri« 
can  capinrea.''  He  was  firmly  convinced 
that  the  wealth  of  tbe  Indies  could  not  in* 
dnce  that  learned  judge  to  condemn  a  ain^ 
gle  cock-boat  contrary  to  jottice ;  but  the 
wordt  in  which  tbe  item  wat  stated  were 
peculiarly  disgusting,  and  implied  what 
there  wat  not  the  tlightett  reaton  to  be- 
lieve. In  the  United  Stales,  however,  they 
would  not  meet  with  to  jutt  an  interpr e* 
tation,  where  the  nativet  were  already 
strongly  prejudiced  ag^ntt  what  they 
termed  the  unwarrantable  and  flagrant 
injustice  of  the  British  court  of  Admiralty. 
—Other  articles,  however,  thrust  them* 
selves  forward,  that  could  not  be  so  ta« 
titfactorily  explained.  On  the  20th  of 
September  1803,  a  grant  of  2,260/.  bad 
been  made  to  tir  Greorge  Yoongi  of  one* 
third  of  the  Dutch  ship  Frederick,  taken 
at  tbe  Cape.  Tbe  sum  ef  2,7921.  had  Vikt^ 
wise  been  paid  to  tbe  earl  of  Dunmore,  on 
an  'account  nearly  similar ;  and  on  the 
17th  August,  admiral  Keppel  received 
part  of  toe  proceeds  of  Spanish  vettelt 
captured  at  Martinique.  To  the  firtt  of 
these  items  particular  attention  was  due^ 
because  at  the  time  the  prise  at  the  Cape 
was  made,  sir  George  Young  was  serving 
in  parliament  aa  member  for  Heniton» 
filled  a  lucrative  and  honourable  pott,  and^ 
upon  foiling  in  a  subsequent  election,  was 
appointed  ffovernor  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope-— so  that  the  most  vivid  ima^m^on 
might  be  defied  to  state  an  adequate  rea« 
son  for  thia  grant.  The  earl  of  Dunmore 
could  have  at  little  to  do  with  the  captnre 
for  which  he  was  remunerated:  and  indeed 
the  general  complexion  of  mai^  of  the , 
items  was  so  suspicious,  as  imperieittly  to 
demand  further  investigation  aa  to  tbtir 
real  character. 

The  hott.  and  learned  gendeman  now 
came  to  the  third  class,  in  which  sums 
were  gtren,  and  no  account  whatever  tm* 
nexed  to  them.  Among  these,  be  notked 
a  grant  of  8872.  in  the  year  1807,  to  cap* 
tain  Spencer^  pursuant  to  bia  MMSty't 
warrant;  10,000/.  and  1,9004  lo  WiUtam 
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Boome,  and  others,  as  commitmtien  of 
Spanith  and  Portuguese  property.  He 
could  not  see  why  so  much  should  be  ex- 
^nded  on  this  head,  and  thought  it  impe- 
riously called  lor  an  explanation.  He  also 
noticed  the  payment  of  219^.  to  a  Turk, 
for  losses  at  Constantinople,  which  he 
censured,  as  contrary  to  the  principle  on 
which  the  Danish  sufferers,  merchants  of 
Hull,  Glasgow,  &c.  were  refused  com)>en« 
aation  for  losses,  to  the  amount  of  250,0001. 
■ustaioed  at  Copenhagen.  There  were 
fbnds  enough  to  reimburse  them,  as 
575,000/.  was  still  in  the  hands  of  the  Re- 
gistrar; but  he  complained  that  they  were 
rejected,^while  the  claims  of  the  Ottoman, 
«inder. similar  circumstances,  had  been  at- 
tended to. 

The  fourth  and  last  class  related  to 
those  grants  wholly  unconnected  with  the 
sources  whence  the  fund  was  deri?ed. 
The  largest  of  these  were  the  grants  to 
the  younger  branches  of  the  royal  family. 
Previously  to  the  augmentation  in  1806, 
of  the  afldwances  to  the  junior  branches 
of  the  royal  family,  it  appeared  that  in 
the  course  of  one  month  no  less  a  sum 
then  75,000/.  had  been  granted  to  them 
out  of  the  Droits,  and  subsequently,  that 
no  less  a  sum  than  70,500/.  had  also  been 
granted  to  them  out  of  the  same  Droits. 
But  it  was  a  most  extraordinary  circum- 
stance, that  while  the  Bill  for  increasing 
their  allowances  was  in  progress  through 
parliament,  the  sura  of  6,000/.  was  granted 
out  of  the  Droits  of  the  Admiralty  to  the 
duke  of  Kent.  A  noble  friend  of  his  was 
minister  at  that  period,  and  it  was  but  jus* 
ticedue  to  him  that  this  grant  shookl  be 
satisfactorily  explained,  which  no  doubt 
it  could  be.  When  the  Bill  alluded  to* 
was  •  passed,  the  duke  of  York  was  not 
comprehended  in  its  provisions,  on  the 
statement,  that  from  his  office  as  com- 
mander in  chief,  and  from  other  emolu- 
ments, he  derived  an  income  of  26,000/. 
Yet,  in  1808,  when  his  Royal  Highness 
still  retained  those  offices,  it  appeared  that 
be  received- out  of  the  droits  no  less  a  sum 
than  20,000/.  On  the  whole  it  appeared, 
that  to  the  different  branches  of  the  royal 
family  184,000/.  had  been  granted  out  of 
the  Droits  of  the  Admiralty;  and  he  could 
Bot^ake  this  statement  without  lament- 
ing that  those  illustrious  individuals  had 
not  found  it  possible,  in  coauDon  with  the 
other  classes  of  the  community  (many  of 
whom  were  oppressed  with  burdens  almost 
intolerable,)  to  keep  their  expeaces  within 
lliMKiAcaiiws. 


Dmis<fAdmiNdiy.  [SSCT 

Th^re  was  a  grant  of  T  or  86of.  to  cap- 
tain Temple,  to  defray  the  expences  of^  a 
prosecution  for  the  murder  of  a  seaman,  of 
which  alleged  crime  captain  Temple  bad 
been  acquitted ;  no  doubt  mostsatisfactorily. 
But  if  this  was  a  proper  grant,  why  not  ex** 
tend  a  similar  grace  to  others  who  had 
equal  claims?  For  instance,  captaiv 
Tomlinson,  a  very  gallant  officer,  who 
was  tried  for  forgery  at  die  Old  Bailey^ 
about  1 8  months  aso.  No  sooner  had  the 
case  been  opened  than  Mr.  Justice  Le 
Blanc  declared  that  he  must  be  instantly 
acquitted,  which  he  was,  therefore,  most 
honourably.  Cs^ptain  TDinlinson's  cha- 
racter stood  as  high,  after  this  service,  as 
ever.  He  had  since  been  promoted.  But 
he  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to  obtain 
from  this  fond  the  expences,  amounting  to 
nearly  1,000/.  which  he  had  sustained  in 
consequence  of  his  prosecution.  The  cases 
of  captain  Temple  and  captain  Tomlinson 
might  possibly  be  quite  dissimilar;  but 
this  ought  to  be  shown  before  a  commit- 
tee  of  enquh'y. 

These  were  the  various  grounds  on 
which  he  called  upon  the  House  to  ap- 
point a  committee.  He  asked  it  on  the 
part  of  the  individuals  who  seemed  to  be 
placed  in  suspicious  circumstances;  he 
asked  it  on  the  part  of  the  different  ad- 
ministrations, who  appeared  to  have  lent 
themselves  to  the  purposes  of  those  indivi- 
duals :  he  asked  it  on  the  part  of  the  coun- 
try, as  the  relations  of  Great  Britain  with 
foreiffn  powers  was  implicated ;  and  he 
asked  it  on  the  part  of  the  constituents  of 
that  House,  who  were  entitled  to  know  the 
exact  appropriation  of  the  public  money; 
The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  conclude 
ed  by  moving,  "  That  a  Select  Commit* 
tee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  appli- 
cation of  the  various  sums  received  as 
Droits  of  the  Crown  and  of  Admiralty,  and 
to  report  on  the  same  to  the  House. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  was  sore 
that  the  House  Would  not  think  that  the 
paper  which  had  been  produced  on  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman^ 
exhibited  a  sufficient  appearance  of  abnse 
to  warrant  the  appointment  of  the  proposed 
committee.  Most  of  the  cases  alluded  to 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  fasMl 
nothing  in  them,  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman's  observations  arose  from  the 
state  of  ignorance  in  which  he  candidly 

Srofessed  himself  to  be  on  the  subjeoc 
iut  was  it  a  just  ground  for  a  committee 
that  an  hon.  member  did  not  happen  to 
know  irhat  be  vras  talking  about  ?    H« 
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woald  ezplam  to  the  Hoase  briefly,  and 
from  recollection,  the   circumstances  of 
some  of  these  cases.    The  first  was  the 
sum  of  209,1%QL  paid  to  Mr.  Alcock  for 
the  merchants  tradi^ig  to  Spain.     Nothing 
could  be  more  easily  explicable.    Various 
merchants  trading  to  Spain  had  their  pro- 
perty sequestered  there.    By  the  treaty 
of  Amiens,  the  Spanish  goyemment  con- 
sented to  make  good  their  claims.     War, 
however,  broke  out  before  that  could  be 
done,  a  war  originating  in  the  capture  of 
some  Spanish  frigates :  andoutof  the  pro- 
ceeds  of  those  identical  frigates  it  had  been 
tho«ght  just  by  government  to  satisfy  the 
claimants.     Another  item  to  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  alluded,  was 
the  sum  of  54,921/.  paid  to  several  com- 
manders, for. ships  that  had  been  captured 
and  taken  into  Cape  Nicola  Mole.    The 
facta  were  these:    a  court  of  prizes  had 
been  erected  at  Cape  Nicola  Mole,  which 
was  composed  of  captains  oi  the  navy, 
which  considering  itself  legal,  condemned 
certain  prizes  brought  in  there.    .On  an 
appeal,  however,  to  this  country,  the  court 
was  declared  illegal  and    the  sentences 
null.     Of  course  do  condemnation  took 
place,  and  this  grant  was  for  the  purpose 
of  repairing  to  the  captors  the  loss  which 
they    would   otherwise    hare    sustained. 
Was  this  an  abus^of  the  fund  ?— The  next 
case  was  that  of  lord  Keith.    Had  the  hoo. 
and  learned  gentleman  been  at  that  period 
a  member  of  the  profession,  he  would  have 
known  that  the  detention  of  the  American 
ship  by  lord  Keith  was  a  subject  that  in- 
irolved  as  much  legal  disquisition  as  any 
that^  had   ever    occurred.      Lord    Keith 
thought  he  had  a  good  right  to  detain  the 
ship   at  the  Cape  of  G(^  Hope.    The 
captain  being  sullen  at  his  detention,  took 
no  care  of  her,  and  she  was  totally  lost. 
A  anit  was  commenced  against  the  under- 
writers, who  were  cast;  they,  in  turn,  ob« 
tallied  damages  from  lord  Keith,  and  s^o- 
Yernna^nt  very  properly  determining  that 
lord  Keith  should  not  be  ruined  by  this 
transaction,  gave  him  the  sum  which  ap* 
peared  in  the  paper.    With  respect  to  the 
grant  to  the  clergyman  who  had  given  in- 
formation of  the  inadequate  force  of  a  pri- 
rateer,  it  was  well  known  that  the  law  con- 
sidered it  a  grave  offence,  punishable  with 
a  fine  of  1,0002.  and  a  year's  imprison- 
nient,  for  the  captain  of  a  privateer  not  to 
have  a  force  equal  to  that  for  which  he 
had  contracted  with  goremment  in  his 
letters  of  marque.    In  this  case  the  priva- 
teer  vrai  10   drcumstanced ;   not   only. 


therefore,  did  the  capture  belong  to  the 
crown,  tmt  the  captain  was  also  in  tka 
state  of  a  culprit.  The  person  by  whom 
the  information  was  given,  was  assuredly 
entitled  to  the  reward  which  had  been  as* 
signed  him.  There  was  one  point  advert- 
ed to  by  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman, 
the  exact  state  of  which  he  wished  the 
House  distinctly  to  understand.  It  was, 
the  grant  of  932/.  to  sir  William  Scott,  for 
deciding  certain  causes.  The  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  had  said,  that  this 
might  go  over  to  America,  and  that  it 
might  there  be  supposed,  howerer  un^ 
justly,  that  this  money  was  paid  to  sic 
William  Scott,  for  the  purpose  of  influenc* 
ing  him  in  his  decisions.  The  fact  was^ 
that  these  were  not  decisions  in  the  hiffh 
court  of  Admiralty ;  but  that  they  were  de* 
cisions  by  reference  of  a  vast  variety  of 
cases  of  American  claims,  so  referred,  for 
thepurpose  of  saving  the  claimants  trou» 
ble  and  expence.  Sir  William  Scott  was 
the  British  referree,  and  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  near  him  the  American  re« 
ferree;  the  latter  had  been  paid  by  the 
Americans,  the  former  by  the  grant,  which 
had  called  forth  the  hon.  and  learned  geu*' 
tleman's  animadversions.  With  respect 
to  the  Portuguese  commissioners,  he  was 
sure  the  House  would  feel  from  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  of  the  case,  that  tbota 
expences  could  not  be  paid  out  of  the  pro^ 
perty.  As  to  the  Danish  claims,  no  doubt 
they  were  cases  of  considerable  hardshif^ 
as  all  those  must  be  in  which  indivi- 
duals suffer  by  the  wars  in  which  their 
country  is  engaged.  On  investigation, 
however,  it  appeared  that  these  claims 
were  not  of  a  nature  which  would  justify 
the  required  satisfaction,  and  to  show  that 
government  had  no  sinkter  view  on  the 
subject,  every  shilling  of  the  droits  accra* 
ing  from  the  expedition  to  Copenhagen 
had  been,  given  to  the  captors.— He  was 
sure  that  the  House  would  not  coincide  with 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  in  the 
view  which  he  took  of  the  grants  that  had 
been  made  out  of  the  droits  to  the  yarioua 
branches  of  the  royal  fiunily.  This  fund, 
being  under  bis  Majesty's  controul,  his 
Majesty  had  thought  proper  to  apply  it  to 
relieve  those  branches  from  embarrassment 
when  required.  It  was  merely  a  case  ja 
which  a  parent  exercised  a  disposition  to 
assist  a  child  out  of  a  fund  belonging  to 
himself.  If  that  did  notappear  justifiiUiU 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  ha 
would  have  quite  as  much  ground  to  argue 
on  the  subject  at  prtsept,  ai  if  mi  inquiry 
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WMregone  mto  npMi  it-^Next  c«M  tiM 
o«9e  of  oaplaui  Tempie.  This  circiHtt* 
ittnce  occarred  tt»  year  before  be  came 
iDio  govenHnent;  bat  ke  had  do  doubt 
tkat  the  graat  was  mtde  to  captaui 
TtKTple,  because  tbe  circumstance  which 
oocsBioned  the  expence^  grew  out  of  the 
diicharge  of  his  duty.  Sut  did  h  follow 
that  the  clatai  of  captain  Tom(inson»  or  of 
Miy  other  oftcer,  HHist  neceosariiy  be 
gtwDted  inthesaaM  way?  Tbehoa.aiid 
kftfned  geoAlemam  said,  that  at  the  opea- 
ing  of  captain  TomJinsoft^s  trial,  the  j«dge 
declared  that  a  terdict  must  be  found  of 
aoqoittaU  This  struck  him  differently 
fron  tba  mode  in  which  it  seemod  toatrike 
Ibehon.  and  learned  gentleman.  From 
att  hit  BxperieMce  in  courts  of  justice,  it 
s^^peared  to  him  that  captam  To»linaoo 
anuit  fawve  beam  acquitted,  not  on  Ifae 
SMPiftaof  Ihe  case  but  in  conseqaance  of 
aome  Meet  in  the  indiotnieat.  Let  that, 
howaver,  ha  us  it  might,  if  ^e  «lleg|ed 
•fienca  was  not  aimposed  lo  be  oomaitted 
in  the  ^scharge  of  his  doty,  captain  Tooi« 
liBBon-s  OMo  was  »ot  at  ail  aisalogoos  to 
ttiat  of  oaptain  Temple.  Ho  would  not 
t«ier  to  sir  H.  Popham'a  case,  because  on 
that  par  liaratnt  h»d  ah'oady  pronoooocd  a 
Aeeisifln.  But  it  was  whimsical  to  hear 
the  faon.  and  learned  gentleman,  wiu»  oon* 
domned  tbe  grant  mside  to  sir  H«  Popham, 
tnstaace  a  caseof  claim,  which  hedescrib* 
ed  as  nearly  aimilar  in  cbanBioter,  and  then 
condemn  govecmnent  for  not  harmg  at- 
tended to  it !  This  was  a  kind  of  double- 
handed  stroke  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
fontleman  had  made :  '  Yo«  havie  granted, 
you  are  wrong — You  have  not  granted, 
suAl  you  are  wrong/^— He  had  now  gone 
through  most  of  the  cases  touched  upon  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  genileman,  aod 
ohewn  that  the  charge  of  a  misapplication 
taf  the  fund  was  wholly  unfounded.  If  the 
hwin.  «nd  learned  gentlemaa  wished  ^ch- 
^uffber  hiformation  in  tbe  ahape  of  papers, 
he  bad  no  objection  to  their  production ; 
^t  he  was  poMoaded  that  the  House 
would  agree  with  him  in  thinking  that  no 
Ifrounds  had  been  laid  for  the  appointmcHt 
of  a  Committee.  The  House  of  CommoBB 
ted  abandant  bvaimess  without  the  maki- 
l^licfttion  of  tmnecesaary  commitiees,  the 
snorease  of  which  tn  late  years  hod  already 
become  a  most  serious  eril. 

Mr.  .6»^oi^A<Mi,  inexplanation,tirstinctly 
disclaimed  the  slightest  intention  of  im* 
puuD|^  to  sir  WilHam  Seoct  the  least  im- 
propriety  of  conduct ;  but  fae  blamed  the 
mode  in  which  the  ilea  mu  described  in 
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tbe  paper.  With  respect  to  tbe  coodvet 
«f  govesmnent  towards .  sir  'Hosae  Pophaim 
and  the  other  hidiridoal  whom  he  hnd 
mentioBed,  all  he  had  said  was,  that  an 
their  ^:ases  were  the  same,  it  ought  to  be 
explained  why  their  treatment  was  dif- 
(erent^ 

Tbe  Aiiarmey  General  stated  tbe  facts  ia 
the  case  of  lord  Keith  in  the  same  way  em 
that  in  which  they  had  been  stated  by  th% 
Chanceilor  of  the  Exohequer.  He  thea 
proceibded  to  the  beet  of  his  retoHootienv 
to  detail  those  in  tbe  case  of  captain  Toad- 
tineon«  Captam  Tomlineon's  feasel  had 
been  repaired  at  Daruaenth.  The  persoa 
by  whom  it  had  been  repaired,  a  man  «€ 
the  name  of  VuMier,  becam«  a  banknif^ 
and  by  his  books  it  appeared  thtft  hia 
charges  wvre  moch  less  than  those  uhmW 
to  the  Admiralty.  It  was  discovered  that 
these  last  were  forged.  Two  biHs  orf*  9d- 
dictment  weve  in  coneequence  fbaad,  tkvt 
one  asainst  Tanner,  the  other  agMuet  cap- 
uin  TomNnaoB.  On  opening  the  prose- 
cntion  against  l^nner,  it  appMred  that  the 
ibrgery  had  not  strictly  been  commfMod 
in  &e  county  in  which  in  the  indictmndt 
it  was  laid  to  be  ^onnnitted.  The  conse 
quenoe  ws»  that  the  judge  dhrectod  the 
ao^ihtal  of  Tanner,  and  the  indictmefll 
against  capMnn  TomHnson  being  under  tba 
same  circumstances,  hh  prosecution  waa 
also  abandoned. 

Mr.  Herker^  of  Kerry,  bore  the  higheat 
testimony  to  the  character  of  oapt.  Tsmple, 
than  whom  a  more  humane  and  honour- 
able man  did  not  eicrst.  On  his  trial,  ibei% 
did  not  appear  the  slightest  ground  to  YUp* 
pose,  that  ihe  man  of  whose  murder  he 
was  accused,  had  died  in  eoniequence  ef 
the  punishment  mfticted  upon  him.  A 
fever  was  the  evident  cause  of  his  deaths 
and  the  judge  in  this  case  directed  the 
httmediate  acquittal  of  eaptain  Temple. 

Mr.  Ooibtfr  observed,  that  the  hon.  and 
leatlied  gentleman  declared  that  eapiaia 
Tomlinson  had  been  most  honourably  -ac* 
quitted.  Without  giving  any  epinion  em 
the  merits  of  inqpi.  TomKason,  he  moat 
say  that  the  hon.  and  learned  |entlemanfa 
statement  was  altogether  Mlacfous.  Cwt. 
Tomlinson  had  commanded  one  of  his 
Majesty *a  ahips,  whici^^it  became  necea* 
aary  to  .repair  at  Dartmouth.  The  iiBl 
made  for  the  repairs  done  was  utteriy 
false,  being  enormously  higher  than  tlie 
expences  actually  incurred.  This  bill,  it 
was  alleged,  that  captain  TomHnson  iiad 
countersigned,  by  which  it  was  reuJaied 
I  payable  at  the  Navy  board,    ^mien-pre* 
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affiled  by  Che  «liipwdghl«  after  the  lapse 
ei  «  considermblt  period^  it  jivts  feund  to 
be  either  a  forgery  or  a  Innidr  For  this 
offieiiee»  the  shipwrif  U  and  captain. Toifi- 
linaon  irere  imiict^  in  Middlesex,  as 
haTing  comniiUttfl  it  in  Middleseaca  The 
shipwright  was  convicted:  but  on  the 
opening  of  the  trial  of  oapU  Tomlinson, 
the  judge  observed  that  there  might  hare 
been  a  collnsiofi  in  Devonshire,  bat  asked 
if  there  were  any  proof  of  a  coHusiod  on 
the  paK  ef  capt.  Tomlinsoo  in  Middlesex  ? 
When  told  that  c%pi.  Tomlinson  had  coun- 
•eimgMed  the  bill  in  DeTanshire»  the  jadge 
^ected  his  ifsasediate  acQuittai.  Whe- 
ther if  oapt.  ToealineoD  had  been  tried  in 
Defoashire  he  might  or  might  not  have 
been  aeqaitted^  he  would  not  say ;  hot  un« 
^piestieiiably  the  boo.  and  learned  gentle- 
man had  no  right  to  call  the  result  of  the 
trial  at  the  Old  Bailey  an  hononrable  ae^ 
^ttal. 

Mr.  Brmt^tonif  iaexplanatiienf  observed, 
that  the  statement  of  the  hon.  gentlemsn 
dtflerad  f  ery  moch  from  that  of  his  right 
hon.  and  learned  fnend.  Uis  rieht  li^« 
and  Isavned  friend  had  mid  that  there  was 
no  oesivielton  whatever ;  the  hem  gentle- 
man asserted  that  there  had  been  a  een- 
▼ictioa.  He  repeated  that  capt«  Tomlin- 
nn  wae  a  very  respectable  officer,  and  bad 
been  prooioted  since  the  ciroarostanca  al- 
luded tow  In  a  private  statement  circnlated 
bty.  wpu  Tomlinson^  he  declared  that  he 
had  been  acquitted  because  these  was  no 
evidence  against  him,  and  in  nowiso  cm 
account  of  any  flaw  in  the  indictment. 
Ho  added,  that  the  person  by  whom  the 
vessel  bad  been  repaired,  happening  to 
have  a  sledge  haouner  in  his  hand,  desired 
another  person  to  sign  for  htm;  a  practice 
very  common  with  that  individual. 

Mr.'  Croher  did  not  pledge  himself  to 
the  fact  oi  the  conviction  of  Tanner  ;  bat 
with  respect  to  capt.  Tomlinson,  he  was 
unquestionably  acqnitted  in  consequence 
«f  the  flaw  in  the  indictment,  and  not  upon 
the  merits  of  the  case^  It  was  true  that 
he  had  been  promoted,  and  that  the  pro- 
emotion  had  taken  place  afler  the  occur- 
veoce  a&luded  to,^  bbt  beiore  it  was  disco- 
vered. 

-  Mr.  Brou^m  wished  to  know  whether 
capt.  TomlineoA  had  not  been  lately  ap- 
piMated  to  a  cmnmand  of  the  Sea  Fen- 
cibles? 

Mv.  Croker  replied,  that  not  only  had  no 
ench  appointment  taken  place,  but  that 
there  bad  beesi  m  Sea  Fencibles  for  the 
teat  two  years*. 

(VOL.  XXL) 


Sir  R.  Mkhrtdm  stMbd,  thei  a«  the 
trial,  capt*  Tomlinson^s  case  was  not  at* 
tared  into* 

The  Motion  wasthen  pnt  and  negatived. 

NotTiNOMAM  PaACB  BtLu]  The  re- 
port of  this  Bill  WM  brought  up.  On  the 
motion  for  recommitting  it» 

Mr.  J.  Smith  took  the  opportunity  of 
correcting  a  statement  that  bad  gone  abroad 
re^MCting  the  nmde  of  payment  to  the 
Nettmgham  manufactarers  by  their  em« 
ployers.  It  had  been  stated  that  he  hod 
said  one  of  the  causes  of  the  disturbances 
arose  from  the  masters  paying  their  men 
not  in  money,  but  in  goods.  That  prac- 
tice was  adopted  not  by  the  great  body  of 
the  masters,  out  by  the  lower  classes.  In 
the  statement  going  forth  as  it  hod  d6ne» 
nnexplained,  reflections  were  tbrown  up<ln 
tile  opulent  part  of  the  manu&et«nrct8> 
which  he  never  intended* 

The  House  then  went  into  the  Gommitlae* 

Mr*  Secretary  Ryder  said,  that  sMiee 
the  Bill  had  been  last  before  the  Hoom  he 
had  leeeived  several  commonicadofis> 
which  had  made  it  advisable  to  extend 
the  provieions  of  the  Bill  to  the  whole 
kingdonii.  The  Bill  had  been^tn  conse* 
qaence,  new  modelled  in  many  posts,  and 
m  that  state  was  submitted  for  diaoussion 
to  the  committee. 

The  several  clauses  vreni  threogh  the 
committee,  and  the  House  resumed. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednaday,  F^nmy  M, 

Captaim  Tomlinson.]  Mr.  Crehtr  ob« 
served,  that  in  ^  coarse  of  the  debote 
last  night,  the  case  of  captain  Tomlinson 
had  bM»n  alluded  to,  and.  at  that  time  he 
was  not  prepared  with  the  necessary  in* 
formation  to  exculpate  this  meritoriens 
officer.  It  was  stated^  that  he  had  not 
been  honourably  acquitted  of  the  charge 
made  against  hhn;  but  by  papers^  i^r 
which  he  should  take  the  liberty  of  new 
moving,  the  contrary  would  evidently 
appear  to  be  the  fact.  He  submitted  the 
subject  to  the  House  in  the  first  instance, 
thinking  that  not  a  moment  should  be  lost, 
in  removing  an  undeserved  stigma  from 
the  character  of  captain  Tomlinson.  He 
therefore  moved,  **  That  there  be  laid  be* 
fore  the  House  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from 
the  Solicitor  of  the  Navy,  reporting  the 
result  of  the  trial  of  Benjamin  Tanner  and 
Nicholaa  Tomlinson,  at  the  Old  Bailey,  on 
the  21st  of  July  1810/' 

(3  0) 
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Mr.  Akereromks  wtdied,  that  bn  boo. 
and  learned  friend  (Mr.  Brougham)  who 
had  made  the  statement  complained  of, 
had  been  present,  that  if  it  were  neces- 
sary  he  might  explain  any  thing  objec- 
tionable in  what  he  had  urged,  for  he 
was  sure  there  was  no  man  to  whom  it 
would  give  greater  pain  to  do  injus* 
tice  to  the  characfter  of  a  gallant  officer. 

Mr.  Oroker  would  hare  waited  uatil 
he  should  have  seen  th^  bon.  and  learned 
gentleman  in  his  place,  but  the  fact  was, 
that  the  production  of  this  document  would 
rather  strengthen  than  weaken  the  side 
of  the  argument  which  that  hon.  and 
kamed  gentleman  had  espoused. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

ComilTTBB      APPOINTID       RSSPBCTIHG 

Suits  in  CaANCBaT.]  Mr.  M.  A,  Taylor, 
in  pursuance  of  his  notice,  rose  to  more 
for  the  re-appointment  of  the  committee 
of  last  year  upon  .this  subject.  He  ex- 
plained, that  his  object  was,  that  the 
Suitors  in  Chancery,  as  well  as  in  the 
Appellant  jurisdiction,  should  receive  jus- 
tice with  as  much  facility  as  in  any  of 
our  other  courts.  The  inquiry  would  be 
first  directed  to  ascertain  what  progress 
had  been  made  since  the  last  year ;  and 
secondly,  to  discover  the  causes  oiP  the 
great  delay  so  universally  complained 
of.  He  concluded  by  moving  ''That  a 
Ck>mmittee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  causes  that  retard  the  decision  of  Suiu 
in  the  high  court  of  Chancery  /'  which 
was  agreed  to  by  the  House.  He  pro* 
posed  that  it  should  consist  of  the  follow- 
ing members :  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Attorney 
General,  Mr.  Ponsonby^  Mr.  Whitbread, 
Mr.  Wilberforce,  Mr.  Lockhart,  Mr.  Si* 
meon,  sir  S.  Romillv,  Mr«  Burton,  the 
Solicitor  General^  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Morris,  Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Homer,  Mr. 
Abercromby,  Mr.  Brougham,  and  sir  J. 
Kichol. 

When  Mr.  Simeon's  name  was  read 
as  a  member  of  the  proposed  Committee, 

Sir  iS.  RomiUy  rose  and  objected  to  his 
being  upon  it.  He  said  he  thought  that 
neither  that  gentleman  nor  Mr.  Morris 
ought  to  be  members  of  the  committee. 
To  them  personally  no  objections  could 
possibly  be  made ;  but  the  circunutance 
of  their  being  Masters  in  Chancery  made 
it,  in  his  opinion,  unfit  that  they  should 
be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  causes 
which  reUrded  the  decisions  of  SuiU  in 
that  Court.  The  Master  of  the  Rolls, 
who  had  been  a  member  of  the  commit 


tee  appointed  in  the  last  session,  had  do^ 
sired  tnat  he  might  not  be  a^^aio  placed 
in  that  situation,  there  bein^  in  bis  opi- 
nion, an  impropriety  in  a  judge  of  the 
court  sitting  upon  a  committee  to  io^re 
into  that  which  might  poisibly  implicate 
himself.  The  objection  was  a  very  jusi 
one  in  point  of  principle,  thoi^  there 
was  no  person  at  all  acquainted  with  the 
court,  who  did  not  kpow  that  whatever 
causes  might  be  suggested  as  havii^  pro- 
duced these  delays*  any  thing  persMial 
to  the  Master  of  the  Rolls*  could  not  pos- 
sibly be  found  amongst  them.  The  saom 
objections  applied  with  equal  force  to  the 
Masters  in  Cnancery.  In  bis  opinion,  the 
Committee  would  ill  dtscharge  their  duty, 
if  amonsst  other  objects  of  Uieir  enqairy, 
they  did  not  endeisvour  to  ascertain  the 
cause  of  Suiu  remaining  so  many  years 
dependhig  in  the  Masters'  Offices.  He 
believed  that  the  Masters  were  not  at  aU 
to  blame,  and  that  they  gave  all  the  a^ 
tendance  in  their  oflkes  &at  was  neces- 
sary to  do  the  business  which  was  brought 
before  them.  He  thought  it  probable 
that  the  defect  was  in  the  modes  of  pro- 
ceeding which  were  adopted  according  to 
the  perverse  constitution  of  the  ceait. 
This,  however,  was  a  matter  to  be  aioer* 
tain^,  and,  however  improbable,  it  might 
possibly' bs^ppen  that  in  the  course  of  the 
enquiry  abinesin  the  Masters'  offices  migftt 
be  stated.  If  that  were  the  case,  it  would 
be  extreoAely  unpleasant  and  invidious 
for  the  Masters  who  were  on  the  com- 
mittee to  be  inquiring  into  abuses  repre- 
sented to  be  existing  in  the  oflioes  of 
their  colleagues,  and  if  any  should,  by 
chance,  be  said  to  exist  in  their  own 
offices,  it  would  be  a  very  strange  aitu^ 
tion,  that  solicitors  or  other  witnesses 
would  be  placed  in,  who  would  be  cal- 
led upon  to  give  evidence  before  the  cem- 
mittee,  against  the  members  of  the  cona- 
mittee,  and  a  still  stranger  sitoatioo  in 
which  the  Masters  would  be  placed,  wheee 
duty  it  might  be  to  rep<Mt  against  then- 
selves. 

I^i*  suggestion  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Abercromby,  and  reftisted  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  ]&ichequer,  Mr.  Simeoa» 
Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Taylor.  The  quee- 
tion  bebg  put,  the  two  members  notieed 
were  allowed  to  form  part  of  the  ' 
mittee. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
FftAMB  Woax  Bill.]    The<»derorilK 
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dft^  for  Um  second  reading  of  this  Bill 
IwiDg  n%d. 

The  jSarlof£»efpoo/obterT6d«  that  as 
Um  pTMenl  Bill  contaiaed  some  enaei* 
menu  of  a  uorel  nature,  it  was  necessary 
he  sbooid  state  to  the  House  some  of 
diose  flraands  upon  wbiclT  he  thought  that 
it  ought  to  pass  into  a  law.    The  transac-. 
tions  which  had  taken  place»  and  were 
still  going  on  in  the  county  of  Notting- 
baai»  were  pretty  well  known  to  most  of 
their  lordships^  and  he  rose  to  state  that 
no  exertions  were  wanting  on  ^the  part 
of  goTernment  to  remedy  the  eTil  and 
eneore-the  return  of  tranquillity  and  order 
under  the  existing  laws;  tmd  this  he  be* 
liered  was  the  con>icUon  of  those  most 
coBfersant  on  the  subject,  and  who  had 
opportmrities  of  local  information.    It  had 
at  length,  however,    become    necessary 
to  recur  to,  and  express  the  determination 
of  parliament  on  the  subject.    The  Bill 
in  question  was  divided  into  two  parts; 
which  most  undoubtedly  in  some  respects 
proceeded  on  difierent  grounds.    The  se- 
oend-pnrt  was  introduce  with  a  view  to 
the  detection  of  the  ofienders,  which  was 
the  principal  object.    It  went  to  compel 
iadividttals  in  whose  housed  frames  shonid 
be  broken,  to  give  iirfbrmation  thereof  to 
the  magistrates,  and  the  provisions  of  this 
part  of  the  Bill  were  calculated  as  much 
as  possible  to  insure  detection;   and  it 
wu  deemed  necessary  to  r«ider  the  of- 
fences provided  against  by  the  Bill  capi- 
tal.   He  was  aware  there  existed  more 
diftrenoe  of  opinion  dn  this  than  on  any 
other  point :   be  knew  it  would  be  urged, 
that  such  an  enactment  would  only  tend 
to  render  detection  more  difficult,  and  the 
efaaace  of  conviction  more  unceruin.    To 
this,  however,  he  thought   it  could  be 
rationally  objected,  that  the  terror  of  the 
law  would  in  many  cases  operate,  where 
the  apprehension  of  lesser  punishmenu 
would  be  found  ine£fectoal.     He,  for  his 
own  part,  could  see  no  well-founded  ob- 
jection to  try  the  effects  of  the  measure 
which  was  proposed.    The  chief  difficulty 
in  the  present  case,  he  repeated,  was  the 
difficulty  of  detection  under  the  existing 
applicable  law;  and  he  believed  at  the 
same  time,  that  the  operating  dread  of 
the  severer  punishment  would,  in  the  pre» 
sent  case,    be  attended    with  beneficial 
effiBcts.    In  addition  to  this,  he  observed, 
that  the  act  was  proposed  but  as  a  tem- 
porary one',  and  therefore  the  legislature 
would  have  a  future  opportunity  of  re- 
viug  it»  on  a  considetailiBO  of  its  eftcts. 


'%IB.27,  1818. 


[96S 


If  it  should  prove  ineflectual,  they  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  considering  how 
far  it  would  be  wise  or  expedient  to  con- 
tinue it.  But  considering  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  he  was  firmly  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  measures  proposed  in  the 
Bill  were  the  most  proper  for  the  adop- 
tion of  the  legislature ;  and  that  the  other 
House  of  Parliament  were  well  grounded 
in  sendinff  it  up  for  the  concurrence  of 
their  lordwips.  He  would  therefore  move, 
that  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time. 

Lord  Bynm  rose,  and  (for  the  first  time) 
addressed  their  lordships  as  follows :    ^  ^ 
^'my  Lords ;  the  sntgeot  now  submitted  ^ 
to  your  lordships  for  the  first  time,  ihougk 
new  to  the  House,  is  by  no  means  new  to 
the  country.    I  believe  it  had  occupied 
the  serious  thoughts  of  all  descriptions  of 
persons,  long  b^ore  its  introduction,  to  the 
notice  of  that  legislature,  whose  inter^ 
rence  alone  could  be  of  real  servic^y^AT' 
a  person  in  Home  degrd^  connecteo  with 
the  suflering  county,  though  a  stranger 
not  only  to  this  House  in  general,  but  to 
almost  every  individual  whose  attention  I 
presume  to  solicit,  I  must  claim  some  por* 
tion  of  your  lordships'  indulgence,  whilst 
I  o£fer  a  few  observations  on  a  question  in 
which  I  confess  myself  deeply  interested. 

To  enter  into  any  deUil  of  the  Riots 
would  be  superfluous:  the  House  is  already 
aware  that  every  outrage  diort  of  actual 
bloodshed,  has  been  perpetrated,  and  that 
the  proprietors  of  the  Frames  obnoxious 
to  the  rioters,  and  all  persons  supposed  to 
be  connected  with  them,  have  been  liable 
to  insult  and  violence.  During  the  short 
time  I  recently  passed  in  Nottinghamshire, 
not  twdve  hours  elapsed  without  some 
fresh  act  of  violence ;  and  on  the  day  I 
left  the  county  I  was  informed  that  forty 
frames  bad  been  broken  the  preceding 
evening,  as  usual,  withoat  resistance  and 
without  detection. 

Such  was  then  the  state  of  that  county, 
and  such  I  have  reason  to  believe  it  to  be 
at  this  moment  But  whilst  these  out- 
rages must  be  admitted  to  exist  to  an 
alarming  extent,  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
they  have  arisen  from  circumstances  of  the 
most  unparalleled  distress :  The  perseve- 
rance of  these  miserable  men  in  their  pro- 
ceedings, tends  to  prove  that  nothing  but 
absolute  want  could  have  driven  a  large, 
and  once  honest  and  industrious,  body  of 
the  people,  into  the  commission  of  excesses 
so  basardous  to  themselves,  their  familie«» 
and  the  community.  At  the  time  to  which 
I  allude  tbe  town  .and  county  were  hnp» 
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thened  with  large  detacfamenta  of  the  mi- 
litary ;  the  polic«  wai  in  molioii,  the  ma* 
gistratei  aatembled,  vet  all  the  movementt 
cifil  and  military  had  led  to-*-notkttig. 
Not  a  tingle  instance  had  occurred  ef  the 
apprehension  of  any  real  delinquent  ac- 
taally  taken  in  the  fact,  against  whom 
there  existed  legal  evidence  sofflcient  Ibr 
conviction.  Bat  the  police,  however  «se* 
less^  were  by  no  meant  idle  :  several  no-* 
toriovis  delinquents  had  been  delected ; 
men,  liable  to  conviction^  on  the  clearest 
evidence,  of  the  capital  crime  of  Poverty ; 
men,  who  had  been  nefariously  guilty  of 
lawfully  begetting  several  children,  whom, 
thanks  to  the  times !  they  were  unable  to 
maintahi.  Considerable  injury  has  been 
done  to  the  proprietors  of  the  improved 
Prames.  These  machines  were  to  them 
an  advantage,  inasmuch  as  they  super- 
aeded  the  necessity  of  employing  a  Aunn. 
bar  of  workmen,  who  were  left  in  conse- 
quence to  starve.  By  the  adoption  of  one 
species  of  #rame  in  particular,  one  man 
performed  the  work  of  many,  and  the  su- 
perfluous labourers  were  thrown  out  of 
employment.  Yet  it  is  to  be  observed, 
that  the  work  thus  executed  was  inferior 
in  quality ;  not  marketable  at  home,  i^^d 
merel}'  hurried  over  with  a  view  to  expor- 
tation. It  was  called  in  the  cant  of  the 
trade,  by  the  name  of  '  Spider  work/ 
The  rejected  workmen  in  the  blindneae  of 
their  ignorance,  instead  of  rejoicing  at 
these  improvemente  in  arts  so  beneficial  to 
mankind,  conceived  themselves  to  be  sa- 
crificed to  improvements  in  mechanism. 
*  In  the  foolishness  of  their  hearts  they 
imagined,  that  the  maintenance  and  well 
doing  of  the  industrious  poor,  were  objects 
of  greater  consequence  than  the  enrich- 
ment of  a  few  individuals  by  any  improve- 
ment, in  the  implements  of  trade>  which 
threw  the  workmen  out  of  employment, 
and  rendered  the  labourer  unworthy  of  his 
hire.  And  it  must  be  confessed  that  al- 
though the  adoption  of  the  enlarged  ma* 
chifiery  fn  that  state  of  our  commerce 
which  the  country  once  boasted,  might 
have  been  beneScial  to  the  master  without 
being  detrtmental  to  the  servant ;  yet,  in 
the  present  situiation  of  our  manufactures, 
rotting  in  warehouses,  wHhoiH  a  prospect 
of  exportation,  with  vhe  demand  for  work 
and  workmen  equalijr  diminished ;  Frames 
of  this  descriptiotirll&nd  materially  to  ag- 
gravate the  <#isif es«  and  discmiCHit  of  the 
disappoinfe<l'ioi^bl%.  But'  the  real  cause 
of  these  dlstves^ '  and  ^  conseqnenl  disuir* 
baaeoa  4k0LdM^i\    Wfae*  w«  ate  lold 
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that  Ihaaeman  are  leaned  tagatbaraotattly 
for  the  destruction  of  their  own  comftivt^ 
but  of  thto  very  Bieans  of  aobaitteiioe, 
cao  we  for^  that  it  ia  the  bitter  policy^ 
the  destructive  warfare  of  the  last  IS 
years,  which  has  dtilroved  their  eomfbrt» 
your  comfort,  all  meos  comfort }  TlMt 
policy,  which,  originating  with  '*  great 
statesmen  now  no  more,*^  has  survivod  the 
dead  lo  become  a  curseon  the  livings  vnto 
the  third  sod  fourth  generation !  These 
men  never  destroyed  &eir  looms  ttU  th^ 
were  become  uaema,  worse  than  oseleas  ; 
till  they  were  become  actual  impediaMBta 
to  their  ezertionft  ia  obtaining  their  daily 
bread.  Cao  you,  than,  wonder  that  is 
times  like  these,  wh€B  bankraploy,  coo* 
victed  fraud, and knpuled  felony  wmimmk 
in  astationaetiarbeiieath  thatof  yeerlord- 
shipe,  the  lowest,  though  once  meat  naafiii 
portion  of  the  people^  should  forget  thdr 
duty  ta  their  distresaea,  and  heconM  only 
lessgmlty  thanoDO  of  their  repruseialifis^ 
But  while  the  exalted  ofibnder  can  ted 
means  to  batte  the  law,  new  capital  paaiab* 
mentamust  be  devised,  new  saareatvf  dealh 
most  be  spread  for  the  wretched  neehanie 
who  is  famished  into  ffuilt.  ThesemeBweie 
willing  to  dig,  bat  tie  spade  was  in  other 
hands :  they  were  not  ashamed  to  hof  ,  bat 
there  wasjione  to  relieve  them  I  their  own 
means  of  sabsistenoe  were  cot  dS,  eQ 
other  e^ifloymenu  pce*oceopied,  waA 
their  excesses,  however  to  be  deplored  and 
condemned,  can  hardly  he  aabject  6f  av- 
priaa 

It  has  been  stated  thai  the  peieeDt  m 
the  temporary  posseasion  ef  Frames  eaa^ 
nive  at  their  destrudton ;  if  thia  be  proved 
open  enqoh-y,  it  were  necessary  that  each 
material  acceaseriea  to  the  crime;  sheoUhe 
principab  in  the  ponishmeat.  But  l.dii 
hope,  that  any  measure  ^posed  by  hia 
Majesty's  govemflient,  for  your  lerdships* 
decislou,  wouhl  have  bad  cenciHatioQ  for 
itft  basis ;  or,  if  that  were  hopeksa,  thai 
some  previous  egqqiry,  some  de lib araiiea 
weald  have  been  deemed  reduime;  not 
that  we  should  have  been  <ralied  at  < 
wiihont  examination,  and  wttheat 
to  pass  seateaces  by  wholesale,  and  aiga 
death- warraata  blindfold.  Bat,  adautaiBf 
that  these  men  had  no  cause  of  ceeaphMtti 
that  the  grievances  of  them  and  their  em 
ployers  were  alike  groaadlees;  ibea  tbey 
deserved  the  worst;  what  inefficiency^ 
what  imbecility  haa  been  evinced  in  the 
■lethod  chosen  to  redace  them!  Why  ware 
themilitary  ealledouttobe  medeaaMichery 
o4  if  they^erelia  be  called  oat «»  nM  ^ 
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Aifar  M  Ibe  d)fiBreiie6<if  MtsonswiHild 
permit,  tb«y  havemt^ely  parMiMd  the  mud- 
nMrcaonpAign  ofautjor  dtargeMi;  and,  in* 
deed,  i\m  wbole  proceedings,  cifil  and  mi- 
litary, leemcd  on  the  model  ef  thofe  of  the 
Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Oarratt. — Sacb 
narchingsand  counter  marehingt!  from 
Kottingham  to  Bullwel),  irom  Bollvrell  to 
Banlbrd,  ftpom  Banford  lo  Mansfield  !  and 
when  at  length  the  deUohments  arrived  at 
Ikeir  destination,  in  all "  the  pride,  pomp, 
and  eircumitance  of  glorious  war,''  they 
cane  jast  in  time  to  witnea  the  mischief 
which  had  been  done,  and  ascertain  the 
osoape  of  the  perpetrators,  to  collect  the 
*'  spolia  opima''  in  the  fragments  of  bro- 
ken frames,  and  return  to  their  quarters 
snnidst  the  derision  of  old  women,  and  the 
boolings  of  children.  Now,  though  in  a 
fnm  cooniry,  it  were  to  be  wished,  that 
onr  military  should  never  be  too  formida- 
ble, at  least  to  ourselves,  I  cannot  see  the 
policy  off  placing  Ihem  in  situations  where 
they  can  only  be  made  ridiculous.  As  the 
awovd  is  the  worst  argument  that  can  be 
used,  so  should  it  be  the  last.  In  this  in- 
atance  it  has  been  the  first;  but  provi* 
dentially  as  yet  only  in  the  scabbard. 
Tire  present  aseasore  will,  indeed,  pluck 
it  from  the  sheath ;  yet  had  proper  meet* 
kigs  been  belt^  in  the  earlier  stages  of 
these  riots,  bad  the  grtevanees  of  these 
BOB  and  their  masters  ((or  they  also  had 
tbeir  grievances)  been  fairly  vreigbed  and 
justly  examined,  1  do  think  that  means 
might  have  been  devised  to  restore  these 
workmen  to  their  avocations,  and  tran- 
quillity to  the  county.  At  present  the 
county  suffers  from  the  doubfo  infliction 
of  an  idle  military  and  a  starving  popu- 
lation. In  what  state  of  apathy  have  we 
Wen  plunged  so  long,  that  now  for  the 
first  time  the  House  has  been  officially  ap- 

Kioed  of  these  disturbances  ?  All  this  has 
en  transaettng  within  130  miles  of  Lon- 
don, and  yatwci  *'  good  easy  men,  have 
dkemed  fall  sure  our  greatness  was  a 
i^ening,"  and  have  Mt  down  to  enjoy 
#ar  foreign  triumphs  in  the  midst  of  do^ 
nsestre  calamity.  But  alt  the  cities  you 
kai^  taicen,  all  the  armies  whrcfa  hare 
m^reated  before  your  lehders  are  but 
pahry  subjects  of  self  congratulation,  if 
your  land  divides  against  itself,  and  your 
dragoons  and  your  execotkiners  must  be 
lot  loose  against  yiMir  fellidw  eitieens. — 
Him  call  these  aiien  a  mob,  desperate,  dan- 
gtvous,  and  ignorant;  ^nd  sefett  to  think 
Ihatttlie  only  way  to  quiet  the  «« BeUua 
9oilarnBa  eapitM/'  isto  (opt>ffa  few  of 
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its  si^flaoui  iioads.i«*»^t  evon  %  Mob 
may  be  better  reduced  to  reason  by  a  mix* 
tore  of  conciliation  and  firmness,  than  h¥ 
additional  irritation  and  redoubled  penal* 
ties.    Are  we  aware  of  our  obligations  to 
a  mob  ?  It  is  the  mob  that  labour  in  your 
fields  and  serve  in  your  bouses,  that  matt 
your  nary,  and  recruit  your  army,  that 
have  enabled  you  to  defy  all  the  world, 
and  can  also  defy  you  when  neglect  and 
calamity    have  driven  them  to  despair. 
You  may  call  the  people  a  mob,  but  do 
not  forget,  that  a  mob  too  often  speaks  the 
sentiments  of  the  people.    And  here  I 
must  remark  with  what  alacrity  you  are 
accustomed  to  fly  to  the  succour  of  your 
distrest  alttcs,  leaving  the  distressed  of 
your  own  country  to  the  careofProvidenco 
or-^the  Parish.  When  the  Portuguese  suf- 
fered under  the  retreat  of  the  French  every* 
arm  was  stretched  out,  every  hand  was 
opened,  from  the  rich  man's  largess,  to  tho 
widow's  mite,  all  was  bestowed  to  enable 
them  to  rebuild  their  villages  and  replenish 
their    granaries.    And   at^  this  moment, 
when  thousands  of  misguided  but  most 
unfortunate  fellow-countrymen  are  strug* 
gling  with  the  extremes  of  hardships  and 
hunger^  as  youi^  charity  began  abroad  it 
should  end  at  home.    A  much  less  sum,  a 
tithe  of  the  bounty  bestowed  on  Portugal, 
even  if  those  men  (which  I  cannot  admit 
without  enquiry)  could  not  have  been  re- 
stored to  their  employments,  would  have 
rendered  unnecessary  the  tender  mercies 
of   the    bayonet  and    the    gibbet.     But 
doubtless  our  friends  have  too  many  fo-    ^^ 
reign  claims  to  admit  a  prospect  of  do*    'V 
mestic  relief ;  though  never  ,diiMjicb-i>b-  /    \ 
jects  demand  it. /I  have  traversed  the         ^ 
seat  of  war  in  the  peninsula,  I  have  been 
in  some  of  the  most  oppressed  province^ 
of  Turkey,  but  never  under  the    most 
despotic  of  infidel  governments  did  I  be^ 
hold  such  squalid  wretchedness  as  I  have 
seen  since  my  return  in  the  very  heart  of 
a  Christian  country'.    And  what  are  your 
remedies?  After  months  of  inaction,  and 
months  of  action  worse  than  inactivky,  at 
length  comes  forth  the  grand  specific,  tho 
never  failing  nostrom  of  all  slate  phy» 
sicians,  from  the  days  of  Draco  to  the  pre* 
sent  time.     After  feelinK  the  puhe  and 
shaking  the  head  over  the  patient,  pre* 
scribing  tfae^nsnal  course  of  warm  wate# 
and  bleeding,  the  warm  water  of  your 
maukish  police,  and  the  lancets  of  jroot 
militanr»  these convnlsionrnHtot  terminate 
m  death,  the  soreconsunikmatioa  of  the  pre*      , 
scriptioBa  of  alt  politloal  Skngtwimj  Set<* 
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tip^aiid«tbe  palpable  iiyasUce  and  the 
certain  inefficiency  of  the  Bill«  are  there 
not  capital  panishments  sufficient  in  your 
statutes  ?  Is  there  not  blood  enough  upon 
your  penal  code,  that  more  mast  be 
poured  forth  to  ascend  to  Heaven  and 
testify  against  you  ?  Hew  will  you  carry 
the  d\\\  into  enect  ?  Can  you  commit  a 
whole  county  to  their  own  prisons?  Will 
you  erect  a  gibbet  in  every  field  and  hang 
up  men  like  scarecrows  ?  or  will  you  pro*> 
ceed  (as  you  must  to  bring  this  measure 
into  effect)  by  decimation?  olace  the 
county  under  martial  law?  depopulate 
and  lay  waste  all  around  you  ?  and  re- 
store Sierwood  forest  as  an  acceptable 
gift  to  the  crown,  in  its  former  coiMclitipn 
of  a  rwal  chase  and  an  asylum  for  out- 
laws  df^re  these  the  remedies  for  a  starr- 
ing flftid  desperate  populace  ?  Will  the  fa- 
mished wretch  who  has  braved  your 
bayonets,  be  appalled  by  your  gibbets  ? 
When  death  is  a  relief,  and  the  only  re- 
lief it  appears  that  you  will  afford  him, 
will  he  be  dragooned  into  tranquillity  ? 
Will  that  which  could  not  be  effected  by 
your  grenadiers,  b^  accomplished  by 
your  executioners?/  If  you  proceed  by 
the  forms  of  law  where  is  your  evidence  ? 
Those  who  have  refused  to  impeach  their 
accomplices,  when  transportation  only 
was  the  punishment,  will  hardly  be 
tempted  to  witness  against  them  when 
death  is  the  penalty.  With  all  due  de- 
ference to  the  noble  fords  opposite,  I  think 
a  little  investigation,  some  previous  en- 

Suiry  would  induce  even  them  to  change 
leir  purpose.  That  most  favourite  state 
measure,  so  marvellously  efficacious  in 
many  and  recent  instances,  temporizine, 
would  not  be  without  its  advantages  in 
this.  When  a  proposal  is  made  to  eman- 
cipate or  relieve,  you  hesitate,  you  delibe- 
rate for  years,  you  temporise  and  tamper 
with  the  minds  of  men ;  but  a  death-niU 
must  be  passed  offhand,  without  a  thousht 
o£  the  consequences..  Sure  I  am  from  what 
I  have  heard,  and  from  what  I  have  seen, 
that  to  pass  the  Bill  undeir  all  the  existing 
circumstances,  without  enquiry,  without 
deliberation,  would  only  be  to  add  injus- 
tice to  irritation,  and  barbarity  to  neglect. 
The  framers  of  such  a  Bill  must  be  con- 
tent to  inherit  the  honours  of  that  Athe- 
nian lawgiver  whose  edicts  were  said  to  be 
written  not  in  ink  but  in  blood.  But.  sup- 
pose it  past ;  suppose  one  of  these  men,  as  I 
lave  seen  them,r-mea£re  with  famine,  sul- 
len with  despair,  careless  of  a  life  which 
your  lordships  af e  perhaps  about  to  value 
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at  something  less  than  the  price  of  m  stock- 
ing-frame— suppose  this  man  surromHMI 
by  the  children  for  whom  he  is  unable  to 
procure  bread  at  the  haiard  ofhis  exist- 
ence, about  to  be  torn  for  ever  from  a  fia- 
mily  which  he  lately  supported  in  peace- 
ful industry,  and  which  it  is  not  his  fauk 
that  he  can  no  longer  so  support,  suppose 
this  man,  and  there  are  ten  thousand  such 
from  whom  you  may  select  your  victinB, 
dragged  into,  court,  to  be  tried  for  this 
new, offence,  by  this  new  law;  still,  thero 
are  two  things  wanting  to  convict  and 
condemn  him ;  and  these  are,  in  my  opi- 
nion,— ^Twelve  Butchers  f^  a  Jury,  and  » 
Jefferies  for  a  Judge !     ^^ 

Lord  Holland  comp^nwnted  his  noble 
friend  who  spoke  last  on  the  ability  which 
he  had  displayed  in  this  his  first  speech  in 
that  House,  and  expressed  his  astonish- 
ment that  ministers  had  not  thought  pro- 
per to  reply  to  it  The  rejection  m  a  Bill 
brouffht  forward  under  such  circumstances, 
he  admitted  to  be  an  evil;  but  then,  the 
present  one  was  so  extremely  objectifMi^ 
able,  that  he  felt  it  his  doty  to  oppose  it. 
He  was  not  much  surprised  at  this  mea- 
sure, for  he  never  was  surprised  at  seeing 
any  thing  foolish  coming  nrom  the  present 
ministers;  but  the  fact  was,  that  the  ap- 
prehension of  such  a  law  had  already  ren- 
dered the  chances  of  detection  less  proba- 
ble. This  he  had  from  the  best  aetbo- 
rity.  But  he  supposed,  when  he  adverts 
ed  to  the  general  principle  that  the  se- 
verity of  the  punishment  increased  the 
difficulty  of  detection  and  conviction^ 
he  should  be  told,  that  this  was  specu- 
lation and  theory.  Tbey  were  for  pro- 
ceeding from  day  to  day,  without  rud- 
der or  compass,  as  the  winds  and  waves 
carried  them.  But  what  was  the  real 
state  of  this  case  ?  Here  was  a  fact* 
that  the  apprehension,  of  such  a  law 
had  rendered  detection  more  difficult; 
and  yet,  in  the  face  of  this  fact,  tbey 
proposed  to  pass  the  law,  as  if  there 
had  been  no  other  mode  of  getting  at 
the  opinion  of  parliament*  Indeed,  such 
a  law  was  but  a  very  bad  way  of  sending 
out  a  strong  expression  pf  the  opinion  of 
the  legislature  against  this  ofience.  Our  . 
penal  code  was  too  thick  set  with  these 
penalties  of  death,  to  render  that  a  very 
explicit  declaration  of  the  sense  of  parlia- 
ment as  to  the  enormity  of  the  crime. 
The  people  would  recollect,  that  the  legis- 
lature had  declared,  that  stealing  to  the 
value  oi  40s.  from  a  canal,  desened 
death;  and  with  this  in  their  mindib  they 
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coM  not  easily  ^e  penaaded  that  par^ 
liainent  was  deeply  impressed  with  the 
magnitude  of  the  olBRsnee  merely  becaose 
it  punished  it  with  death.  He  was  far, 
bowerer,  from  thinking  lightly  of  this 
crime;  for  few  crimes  could  be  more 
rninoas  to  the  power,  wealth,  and  prospe« 
rity  of  any  country ;  but  it  did  not  follow 
that  the  conclusion  drawn  by  the  noble 
Secretary  of  State  was  correct.  The 
noble  Secretary  admitted  that  the  general 
principle,  that  the  sererity  of  the  punish- 
ment increased  the  difficulty  of  detection 
might  in  some  cases  be  applicable,  but 
here  be  thought  the  terror  of  death  neces- 
sary to  prerent  the  commission  of  the 
t:rime.  Yet  of  all  cases  this  was  one  in 
which  this  terror  could  hare  the  least 
«fiect ;  since  the  offisnce  was  carried  on 
)>y  a  combination  of  persons  bound  toge- 
ther by  a  mistaken  principle  of  honour. 
Bat  leaving  the  eeneral  principle,  he 
cstme  to  the  Bill  itself;  and  obserred,  that 
the  only  difficulty  was  in  the  detection. 
If  the  ofienders  could  be  detected,  the  law 
was  already  severe  enough.  If  the  ground 
on  which  the  Bill  rested  was  stripped  of 
the  legal  jargon  in  which  acta  of  parlia- 
Bient  were  necessarily  involved,  and  re- 
duced to  a  plain  logical  proposition,  the 
absurdity  would  be  too  glaring  to  be  for  a 
moment  entertained.  The  amount  of  it 
was  this :  **  Whereas  it  lias  be^n  found 
di^ult  to  detect  these  ofienders,  we  will 
render  that  detection  still  more  difficult/' 
This  law  might  irritate  and  exasperate ; 
but  it  would  do  nothing  more.  So  much 
as  to  the  first  part  of  the  Bill ;  but  even 
the  second  part,  intended  to  facilitate  de- 
tection, was  not  founded  on  wise  princi- 
^  pies.  He  should  have  thought  a  civil  pro- 
cess much  more  desirable,  by  which  the 
person  having  a  frame  belonging  to  ano- 
ther broken  in  his  bouse,  should  be  liable 
for  damages  to  the  owner,  unless  he 
proved  that  he  had  used  every  reasonable 
•xertion  to  protect  it.  He  agreed  with 
his  noble  friend  in  disapproving  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  military  had  been  Em- 
ployed, and  urged  the  propriety  of  an 
inquiry  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  deluded 
multitude.  Something  might  be  done  to 
break  the  combination,  by  offering  re- 
wards to  persons  making  discoveries 
without  dragging  them  to  a  court  of  jus- 
tice to  give  evidence.  .  If  the  punishment 
of  dea^h  was  improper  for  such  an  offence 
it  was  no  excuse  to  say  that  the  law  was 
only  temporary.  Hanging  our  fellow- 
aolgeots  wm  not  a  proper  way  of  making 
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experiments.    It  might  appear,  on  en- 

Sutry,  that  the  cause  of  this  evil  was  the 
octuation  of  the  market— the  tampering 
with  our  trade,  which  was  regulated  otily 
by  the  caprice  of  ministers.  A  change  of 
policy  would  then  be  found  to  be  the  pro* 
per  remedy.  The  present  course  was 
fraught  with  danger,  and  he  must  dis* 
charge  his  duty  by  opposing  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill  without  a  previous  en« 
quiry.  He  concluded  by  moving,  that 
the  second  reading  be  postponed  till  that 
day  three  weeks. 

The  Lord  ChanceUor  observed,  that  the 
two  parts  of  the  Bill  ought  to  be  taken 
together^  and  the  object  of  both  united 
was  the  prevention  of  the  offence.  The' 
outrages  a^  KottinKharo  originated  in  a 
mistaken  notion  of  those  concerned  in 
them,  that  their  interests  were  injured  by 
the  introduction  of  certain  improvements 
in  machinery,  when  the  fact  was,  that  all 
these  improvements  contributed  to  their 
advantage,  and  that  by  the  conduct  they 
were  now  persisting  in,  they  were  deeply 
injuring  their  own  interests,  and  destroy- 
ing their  own  comforts.  From,  however, 
the  plan  and  system  adopted  by  them, 
the  difficulty  of  detection  had  become 
very  great,  and  the  object  of  the  second 
part  of  the  Bill  was  to  increase  the  means 
of  detection,  whilst  the  first  part  of  it,  by 
enacting  the  penalty  of  death,  there  was 
every  reason  to  believe  would  operate,  by 
the  terror  of  that  punishment,  to  prevent 
the  offence.  The  prevention  of  offences 
was  the  legitimate  object  of  enacting  the 
punishment  of  death;  and  there  was 
every  reason  to  suppose  that  this  object 
would  be  attained  in  the  present  instance, 
by  combining  the  terror  of  this  punish« 
ment  with  the  increased  facility  of  detec- 
tion. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  agreed  with  Ihe 
noble  and  learned  lord,  that  the  outrages 
at  Nottingham  originated  in  a  mistaken 
notion  of  those  concerned  in  them,  of  their 
own  interests,  for  nothing  could  be  more 
certain  than  that  every  improvement  of 
machinery  contributed  to  improve  the 
condition  of  persons  employed  in  the  ma« 
nufactures  in  which  such  improvements 
were  made,  there  being  in  a  very  short 
time  after  such  improvements  were  intro- 
duced, a  greater  demand  for  labour  than 
there  was  before.  Much,  however,  of  the 
present  distressed  state  of  the  manufac- 
turers arose  from  the  system  of  policy  pur- 
sued by  ministers ;  and  he  was  satisfied, 
that  before  being  called  upon  to  pasi  a 
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mmsmt  like  Ibo  pmeal,  ao  enquiry  on^^ 
U>  be  inslituted,  aod  thai  ifaafc  enqoiry 
oegbt  t»  tmlmce  the  eflbci  ef  tbe  Orden 
ia  Couo^ilj  tbe  tlate  of  the  commerce  of 
Ihe  couatrjr^  aad  alao  of  ils  circulation* 
The  noble  earl«  after  ridiciiling  the  vig^ow 
of  the  ininiatert  in  lendittg  dowa  two  joe- 
tices  and  two  Bow  street  ronners  to  Not* 
tinghem,  adverted  to  the  fact,  that  it  had 
been  foond  neceiaary,  by  the  advice  ef 
the  judgei,  and  upon  the  reports  of  the 
refenue  boards,  to  do  away  the  capital 
panishments  in  xases  of  smeggling,  be- 
caesf  it  was  impossible  to  find  jvries  to 
convict:  iuid  yet  in  a  case  depmling  on 
the  same  principle,  they  enacted  the  pn* 
nishment  of  death,  when  it  wai  notorious 
Ihat  the  great  evil  was  the  difficnity  of  d^ 
tection*    The  meaeare  evinced  an  utter 

Seqrance  of  the  principles  ef  law,  and  of 
e  real  state  of  the  country. 

The  Earl  of  Hanawty  contended,  that 
enquiry  could  answer  no  useful  purpeee. 
If  enquiry  were  to  embrace  the  Orders  in 
CounciU  the  state  of  the  commerce  and 
circulation  of  the  country,  the  investiga- 
tion must  be  mdcfinile^  the  outrages  at 
Nottingham  must  in  the  mean  time  go  on^ 
and  aU  attempt  to  auppress  them  most  be 
postponed  ad  Grwcas  Calmdoi.  An  in* 
quiry  more  limited  with  respect  to  the 
outragea  themselves,  could  have  no  good 
effect ;  the  offiMice  was,  as  was  admitted  by 
every  one,  moat  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  tlie  community,  and  every  means  ought 
to  be  adopted  to  prevent  its  repetition. 
The  ottject  of  the  Bill  was  to  increase  the 
meens  of  detection,  whilst  it  inflicted  the 
punishment  of  death ;  and  surely  it  was 
to  be  expected  that  the  terror  of  the  pu- 
nishment of  ^eath,  when  the  means  of  de* 
tection  were  increased,  would  operate  to 
prevent  the  commission  of  the  offence. 

'E9x\Qr<m€n9r  was  hostile  to  extending 
the  penal  code  by  the  infliction  of  the  pu- 
nishment of  death  for  this  otTence,  and 
contended  that  information  ought  first  to 
be  laid  before  the  House,  to  prove  that  all 
ether  means  had  been  inefflKctual.  Much 
of  these  outrages  were,  be  thought,  to  be 
attributed  to  the  system  of  policy  pursued 
by  ministers,  and  he  lamented  that  the 
prince  Regent  should  have  been  advised 
not  to  make  a  change  in  his  councils,  con- 
vinced as  the  noble  earl  was,  that  the  re- 
sult of  e  change  would  have  been  an  im- 
proved ^stem  of  finance,  an  economical 
expenditure,  and  a  general  amelioration  of 
the  situation  of  the  country. 

lord  QrtmiUe  found  it  impossible  to  aN 
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low  this  question  to  pass,  without  expreae* 
iog  in  the  strongest  terms  whieh  his  powera 
of  language  could  sdpply,  his  indignant 
detestation  of  the  principles  on  which  the 
Bill  was  founded,  as  well  aa  of  the  argu^ 
ments  by  which  it  was  supported.  There 
was  now  no  time  for  inquiry,  they  said  ; 
but  he  hoped  their  lordships  were  ramiliar 
with  the  wise  maxim  of  n  great  authority 
*  de  vit&  hominia  nulla  est  cunctatio  looga.' 
When  the  question  was  about  the  life 
of  mao^  he  should  have  expected  that 
ministen,  and  especiallr  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  on  the  woolsack,  would  have 
willingly  acceded  to  the  delay,  if  there 
was  the  smallest  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any 
noble  lord,  whether  it  was  necessary  to  add 
to  the  horrible  and  sanguinary  catalogue 
of  our  capital  punishments.  It  had  been 
said,  indeed,  that  no  one  doubted  the  fit- 
ness of  the  punishment  to  the  crime.  U 
that  was  true,  he  knew  not  to  what  por- 
pose  his  noble  friends  about  him  had  been 
apeaking.  These  laws  were,  unfortnaately, 
not  the  result  of  enlarged  views,  of  genernl 
principles,  but  they  sprung  up  one  by  one 
upon  «ome  momentary  necessity ;  and  n 
noble  secretary  had  astonished  him  by 
stating^  that  thcare  waa  no  general  prii^ 
ciple  to  rest  upon.  But  unless  all  that  be 
had  ever  tbouf^t,  all  that  he  had  ever 
heard,  all  that  he  had  ever  read  upon  the 
subject,  was  utterly  erroneous,  there  vratf 
no  case  in  which  general  prinoiplea  were 
more  necessary  to  be  attended  to,  and 
more  capable  of  application  than  in  eanct- 
ing  penal  laws,  especially  when  capital 
punishments  came  under  consideration. 
To  these  he  trusted  their  lordshipa  would 
attend,  and  not  suffer  themieWes  to  be 
drawn  aside  by  these  temporary  eotragea. 
But  if  a  delay  of  three  weeks  could  not  be 
allowed  in  a  case  where  10,000  of  then* 
fellow  subjects  might  hp  rendered  liable  to 
the  pains  of  death,  why  had  there  been  a 
delay  of  two  months  ?  The  enquiry  might 
by  this  time  have  been  complete.  For 
six  months  -during  which  these  proceed- 
ings had  been  carried  on,  no  one  efibctnal 
step  had  been  taken;  and  yet  miaistera 
bad  the  confideuce  to  come  now  and  say, 
'  Do  not  ask  for  delay— trust  to  ua«^shnt 
your  own  eyes  and  ears,  and  aign  the 
bloody  warrant  here  presented  to  yon  V 
No,  be  would  not  trust  ministers  before  he 
signed  that  warrant:  he  must  be. satisfied 
that  the  ofiunce  was  cemmensurate  with 
the  pains  to  be  applied.  He  had  no  hesK 
tation  in  saying,  that  such  a  punishmcna 
ought  never  to  be  appUed  to  auch  aa  •&• 
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fcncc ;  and  if  their  lordships  bad  read  one 
page  of  that  excelleot  writer  Judge  filack* 
stone,  they  mast  be  aware  that  he  had 
distinctly  said,  that  the  mere  frequency  of 
an  ofienoe  and  difficulty  of  detection  was 
BOt  a  ground  for  a  capital  punishment. 
His  noble  friend  had  stated,  that  there 
were  Jaws  in  our  statute  book  enacting 
death  in  similar  cases.  He  knew  it^  and 
deeply  regretted  it,. and  wished  they  could 
be  at  once  erased  from  the  statute  book,  if 
it  were  for  nothing  else  than  to  prevegt 
tiieir  being  resorted  to  as  examples,  when 
th^  indolence,  the  ignorance,  or  the  weak- 
neu  of  government  led  them  to  enact  sach 
laws  as  this.  Here,  again,  the  enlight* 
ened  Blackstone  lent  his  great  authority, 
for  he  said  that  these  laws  originated  m 
the  ignorance  of  the  legislature  and  the 
weakness  of  government.  He  should  have 
thought  inquiry  necessary  as  to  this  point 
It  l^ad  been  assumed  that  the  existing  law 
was  ineflfectual ;  but  before  ministers  as- 
sumed that  fact,  they  ought  to  prove  that 
erery  thing  had  been  done  to  carry  it  into 
execution*  On  that  head  there  was  no 
information  whatever,  except  the  boasted 
•xploit  of  having  sent  down  two  West- 
minster justices  and  two  Bow-street  run- 
ners ;  who,  though  very  conversant  in  the 
baslness  of  detecting  thieves  and  footpads, 
were  not  therefore  the  most  proper  to  deal 
with  the  Nottingham  manufacturers.  That 
was  their  vigour !  But  something  else  had 
been  done  worse  even  than  that  foolish 
expedient.  There  never  was  a  maxim  of 
greater  wisdom  than  that  uttered  by  the 
noble  lord  (Byron),  who  had  so  ably  ad* 
dressed  their  lordships  that  night  for  the 
first  time,  that  tbe  military  ought  never  to 
be  employed  except  in  extreme  cases,  and 
then  they  should  be  efiectual,  if  possible, 
rather  by  the  terror  of  their  appearance, 
than  their  power  of  execution.  But  here 
tbey  had  been  employed  in  a  way  the 
mo^t  ruinous  to  their  own  discipline,  and 
the  least  efficient  for  the  purpose  of  check* 
ing  these  outrages.  They  bad  been  dis- 
persed in  small  bodies,  and  made  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  civil  officers.  He  might 
be  mistaken  as  to  the  force  of  the  law  as 
it  stood,  but  why  then  not  inquire  ?  The 
truth  was,  that  it  had  been  20  years  on 
the  statute  book,  and  never  put  in  execu- 
tion in  one  instance.  How  could  minis- 
ters say  that  a  law  was  inefficient  which 
had  never  been  tried  ?  and  yet  they  were 
not  ashamed  to  come  down,  and  propose 
to  resort  to  this  last  dreadful  extremity. 
No;  the  fault  was  not  in  the  weakness  of 
(  VOL.  XXI.) 


Vbb.  27,  ldl2. 


CSTB* 


the  punishment  of  the  presentiaw,  but  in 
the  want  of  execution.  Let  their  1  ordshi pt 
compare  the  punishment  of  transportation 
for  14  years  with  tbe  crime  of  breaking  a 
stocking-frame.  Was  not  the  punishment 
commensurate  to  the  crime  ?  Aye,  more 
than  commensurate.  His  lordship  then 
read  some  passages  from  the  Bill,  from 
which  it  appeared,  that  the  intent  to  com- 
mit the  crime  of  breaking  a  lace-thread,  or 
damaging  a  web,  rendered  the  oflfender 
liable  to  the  pains  of  death.  To  this  there 
could  be  only  one  answer, — ^that  the  pu- 
nishment would  never  be  inflicted.  But 
as  long  as  he  lived,  in  a  country  governed 
by  law,  he  never  would  consent  to  put  it 
in  the  power  of  the  crown  to  put  a  feHow* 
subject  to  death  for  damaging  apiece  of 
cotton  or  lace. 

The  Lord  Chaacelkr  was  about  to  put 
the  question,  when 

£arl  Grty  observed,  that  it  was  of  im- 
portance to  know  what  the  object  of  noble 
lords  on  the  other  side  was  in  proposing 
this  Bill.  Was  it  to  inflict  the  penalty  of 
death  for  the  offence  stated  by  his  noble 
friend,  as  it  appeared  by  the  words  of  ther 
Bill? 

The  Earl  of  Lboerpoci  stated,  that  the 
wordingof  the  Bill  was  a  matter  fordis«> 
cussion  in  the  committee,  but  the  Bill  waa- 
framed  from  other  bills  of  a  similar  nature 
with  reference  to  machinery. 

Lord  HoUand  obserred,  that  it  was  of 
importance  to  know  the  intent  of  minis* 
ters  in  propoainff  a  clause  in  the  Bill,  in- 
flicting the  penalty  of  death  upon  the  in-* 
tent  to  commit  the  offence  described  by 
his  noble  friend. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdak  thought  that  the 
House  ought  not  to  go  on  in  the  conisdera^^ 
tion  of  the  Bill,  until  they  had  aome  infor- 
mation of  what  the  precise  object  of  mi- 
nisters was  in  proposing  this  Bill;  and 
with  that  view  he  moved  that  the  debate 
be  adjourned  till  Monday. 

Tbe  Earl  of  Uoerpciol  stated,  that  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  was  to  puniih  a  cer- 
tain oflence  with  death  ;  the  mode  of  car- 
rying that  principle  into  effect,  was  matter 
for  discussion  in  the  committee. 

Earl  Gm  obserred,  that  allowing  the 
principle  of  tbe  Bill  to  be  to  punish  a  cer- 
tain oflence  vritb  death » the  nature  of  that 
oflence  was  a  part  of  the  principle  of  the 
Bill,  and  before  tbey  could  vote  for  the- 
second  reading,  they  ought  lo  be  informed 
what  oflence  it  was  intended  to  punish. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  stated,  that  nif 
doubtedly  it  was  tbe  intention  of  gor^ruN 
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ment  toinfltci  the  pnnithmeiit  of  death 
iastead  of  traluportation»  and  the  chtttaea 
deacribing  the  ofienoe  were  copied  Arou 
the  Billy  which  reodered  it » transportable 
ofience* 

Lord  OremviUe  said,  that  what  had  beeo 
stated  by  the  noble  lord,  was  indeed  a 
still  stronger  reason  for  adjourning  the 
debate  till  Monday.  Here  was  a  minister, 
who  came  4lown  to  parliameat  to  inflict 
the  pmifshmtiit  of  death  upon  his  fellow- 
oittiens,  but  for  Vhat  offence  that  minister 
knew  not*  It  was  in  troth  for  the  credit 
of  ministers  tfaennelTes  that  this  debate 
sheold  be  adjoomed,  in  order  that  they 
Alight  be  enisled  to  explain  what  offence 
they  imended  to  punish  with  death.  But 
tHtaterer  they  might  think,  he  could  not 
giro  his  Tote  that  the  House  should  be  in* 
Volved  ioF  the  inAuBjr  of  ipoing  to  the 
second  readins  of  a  Bill  for  inflnrttng  the 
pomskmeat  m  death  upon  their  fellow- 
citisseQS,  without  knewii^  what  the  nature 
of  the  oflfence  was  that  it  was  iftteoded  to 
punish; 

The  House  divided  on  the  ^nestion  that 
the  debate  be  adjourned  till  Monday. 
Contents  17:  Not-Contents  32.  Majo- 
fity  It.  Th^  Bill  was  then  read  a  second 
time,  and  eommitted  for  Monday.  On 
the  motion  of  the  earl  of  Lauderdale  their 
kvdshipe  were  ordered  to  be  summoned 
for  Monday.  The  noble  earl  also  movvd, 
that  the  Judges  be  ordered  to  attend  on 
Monday,  which  was  negatifod. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thurtdi^,  Fehruaty  27* 
PariTioN  vRdM  Holl  RBSPacTiiio  Com* 
maciAL  LicHNCBs.]  Mr.  Staniforth  pre- 
sented a  Petition  from  several  merchanu, 
ship-owners,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Kingston^upon-Hull,  setting  forth, 
''  That  the  petitioners,  being  deeply  im* 
pressed  with  a  sense  of  the  magniuide  and 
•stent  of  the  evils  arinag  from  the  pre- 
sent syitem  of  granting  licences  to  foreign 
vesseis  to  trade  between  this  country  and 
ports  from  which  the  British  fli^  is  ex- 
cluded, beg  leave  to  approach  the  House 
with  a  statement  of  their  opinion  on  a 
subject,  as  it  appears  to  the  petitioners, 
of  the  very  last  importance  to  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  united  kingdom  ; 
md  that  the  House  is  well  aware,  that  the 
portof  Hull  has  long  been  most  intimately 
concerned  in  the  Baltic  trade,  to  that 
trade,  indeed,  mav  principally  be  ascribed 
ks  prospeirity  and  mercamile  unpo^rtaaoe ; 
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but,  within  these  few  yean,  (ha  hostile 
attitude  of  the  northern  powers  has  beea 
followed  by  a  corresponding  pressuve 
upon  it ;  the  intercourse  with  the  north  of 
Europe  has  however  at  no  time  bee« 
wholly  discontinued,  notwithstanding  the 
exclusion  of  the  British  flag  from  ita 
ports ;  and  it  is  to  the  manner  in  which 
this  intercourse  has  been,  and  centin«e# 
to  be  carried  on,  that  the  petitioners  now 
humbly  and  earnestly  pray  the  attention 
of  the  House ;  and  that  the  papers  and 
documents  on  the  table  of  the  House  will 
shew  that  licences  are  granted  by  tba 
Board  of  Trade  to  foreign  vessels,  autho* 
rising  them  to  carry  on  commerce  be- 
tween this  country  and  ports  which  do 
not  admit  its  flag ;  eaciraragement  is  tlras 
held  ont  te  the  ship*bttilders  of  the  conti- 
nent,  by  afibrding  them  the  chance  of 
sale  for  their  ships  to  those  British  sob* 
jects  who  avaH  themselves  of  the  proteo 
tion-  of  licences,  allhouffh  io  such  casee» 
there  is  the  advantage  of  the  empleyineisf 
of  British  capital ;  yet  it  is  manifestly  ob-> 
tained  at  the  expence  of  ear  own  ship* 
builders  and  sailors,  whose  place  is  sup- 
plied by  a  race  of  aliens;  and  that  • 
very  large  inroportion,  however,  of,  tba 
ships  themsMves  is  really  the  property  of 
foreigners,  wba  receive  an  enormous  sutt 
for  freight,  not  less  than  three  times  the' 
aoKNint  of  wba^  would  be  paid  for  similar 
voyages  in  a  time  of  unrestricted  cook 
merce;  this  the  petitioners  would  point 
out  as  a  nitnoQs  diraio  on  the  resources  of 
the  country,  and  as  contribnting,  in  a 
most  important  degree,  to  the  present  uo- 
fovourable  course  of  exchange,  and  the 
deranged  state  of  the  currency;  it  is 
also  a  lamentable  fact,  that  numbers  of 
British  licences  have  l)een  publicly  sold 
on  the  continenti  and  that,  by  means  of 
those  licences,  and  even  under  the  pv»- 
tection  of  British  convoys,  our  enemiea 
have  been  supplied,  to  a  great  extent, 
with  naval  stores,  conveyed  directly  into 
their  own  harbours  from  different  ports  of 
the  Baltic ;  and  that,  in  the  whole  of  the 
extensive  trade  carried  on  under  the  pro* 
.tection  of  British  licences,  foreign  sailora 
are  necessarily  and  exclusively  employed; 
and  the  petitioners  do  not  hnow  that  any 
language  of  theirs  can  speak  more  forcibly 
than  the  statement  of  this  simple  fact ;  it 
is  in  direct  violation  of  those  principles  of 
navigation,  an  adherence  to  which  hna 
been  a  great  cause  of  our  prosperity,  a 
safeguard  of  our  independence,  and  with 
which  the  conunerce  of  this  country  milMt 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


961] 


S^^^iUm^Btr.  Bm^fmmn  WaUh. 


,F9B.  27,  U\% 


[sas 


rise  and  fatl,  tboiisaiidi  of  iimij  the  «ib- 
jecto  of  hostile  slsites, .are  trained  up  at 
Our  expence,  eorichea  with  our  wealth, 
inured  in  our  employ  to  ijbe  toils  of  a  tea* 
iariag  Ufe,  and  made  acquainted  witfa 
every  creek  and  headland  of  our  coasts : 
that  the  petitioners  hare  been  eye*wiu 
nesses  of  the  rapid  and  astonishing  in- 
proTemeni  in  the  appearance  and  skill  of 
these  men  during  the  last  few  yearsj,  and 
libey  cannot  bqi  be  deeply  sensiole  of  the 
lAiBienfle  adyanU|pes  thereby  accraing  to 
the  already  gigantic  power  of  France,  es- 
pecially in  the  erent  of  an  aitack  upon 
oar  stiores,  which,  the  petitioners  con* 
ceive,  the  present  system  tends  most  ma- 
terially to  encourage  and  accelerate ;  fmd 
tlutt  the  losses  arising  from  eaptare,  from 
extra  insurance,  and  Iroaa  frand  on  the 
part  of  the  foreign  captains  employed,  are 
seveteiy  felt;  but  there,  is  another  point 
of  view,  contemplated  in  which,  the  sub* 
jeet  presents  itself  in  awful  and  alarming 
colonrs,  and  forces  itself  upon  their  seri- 
one  oonssderation;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners regard  the  honour  and  the  good 
fiuth  tilttch  have  hitherto  been  conspica- 
etns  in  the  character  of  British  merchants, 
ae  dearer  to  them  th^n  any  advantage 
which  llie  commerce  of  the  World  can 
ofier  as  a  compensation  for  them;  and 
that  the  system  of  licences,  bv  rendering 
it  neoessary  for  the  ships  to  be  provided 
with  sets  of  forged,  or,  as  they  are  termed, 
siflMkted  papers,  has  a  direct  tendency 
to  subTort  tbis  honourable  character,  is 
tbtcefiNre,  in  the  judgment  of  the  peti- 
tioners, a  most  weighty  argument  against 
it,  and  cannot  be  too  strongly  inculcated 
on  the  minds  of  our  countrymen;  the 
yonng  men  on  whom  in  future  wHl  de- 
Tolve  the  management  of  the  commercial 
transactions  of  mis  kingdom,  are  thus  fa- 
miliarized with  a  course  of  systematic 
folshood,  and  accustomed  daily  to  vrit- 
ness  acts  of  forgery  and  perjury,  which 
are  destructive  not  merely  of  mercantile 
probity,  bat  of  that  |;eneral  feeling  of 
moral  rectitude,  which  is  the  best  bcdwark 
of  a  state,  and  for* heir  pre-embence  in 
which  out-  country  has  hitherto  been  so 
highly  and  so  justly  disttngoisbed ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  are  firmly  convinced 
that  the  preservation  of  this  moral  princi- 

Sle  isoecessary  to  the  prosperity  of  these 
opinions,  at  the  aame  time  that  they 
are  not  insensible  to  the  efiects  of  the 
pseaent  intecniption  to  free  intercourse 
with,  foreign  coaotries;  they  trust  therci- 
fote   tjmt  the   Honm  wall   giie    them, 


credit  for  their  sincerity,-  fshen  they 
state  that  they  would  rather  submit  to 
still  greater  privations  than  consent  to 
pursue  the  system  now  acted  qpon,  «nd  of 
which  they  have,  on  the  above  ^oundS| 
ventured  to  express  their  unqualified  ab- 
horrence ;  and  that,  if  a  blockade  of 
hostile  ports,  especially  those  oi  the 
Baltic,  be  deemed,  as  the  petitionerajodga 
it  to  ke,  advisable,  they  would  hmbly 
recommend  that  it  be  full  and  complete^ 
and  not  rendered  inefiectual  by  licencee 
or  evasions  of  any  kind  whatsoever;  and 
they  are  persuaded  that,  both  in  a  com* 
mereial  and  a  financial  point  of  viev^,  this 
country  is  more  able  than  iu  enemies  ta 
bear  \ip  pressure  in  such  a  case  unavoid^ 
able ;  and  that,  had  it  been  sooner  adopted^ 
wa  sboold  ere  this  have  come  to  an  amica^ 
ble  errangement  with  the  Northern  statea 
of  JSurepe ;  and  that  the  petitioners  will 
not  dwell  on  the  encouragement  which  a 
change  of  the  present  system  would  hold 
out  to  our  North  American  colonies,  which 
are  capable  of  supplying  us  with  many  of 
the  articles  hitherto  procured  from  the 
Baltic,  but  they  will  conclude  b^v  begging 
leave  to  refer,  for  the  proof  of  their  asser* 
tioo8»  to  the  official  papers  laid  before  the 
House,  which  will  shew  more  accurately 
than  it  is  in  their  power  to  do,  the  ex* 
tent  of  the  commerce  <^ried  on  under 
licences,  and  the  number  of  ships  and 
sailors  employed  therein ;  and  that  they 
foel  the  sul^ct  in  question  to  be  of 
momentous  importance  to  the  nation  at 
large,  as  well  as  one  in  which  their  peco* 
liar  interests  are  more  particularly  .in- 
Tolved ;  and  praying  the  House  to  jtake 
into  its  moft  serious  considei:ation  the  sys* 
tern  of  granting  licences  to  foreign  vessels^ 
and  to  apply  such  remedy  as  ifi  their  vis* 
dom  may  appear  to  be  bast  snitad  to  the 
exigencies  ofthe  case.'^ 
Ordered  to  lie  iqiOB  the  table* 

PRocaiDiNGs  aBiATtiia  to  raa  Bxr 
f»uLsioN  OF  Mr.  Bjei^jamui  WAtsn.]  Sir* 
Bamku  moved  that  the  order  of  the  day  h% 
read  for  the  attendance  in  his  place  of  Mr* 
Benjamin  Walsh. 

Mr.  Abercromfy  wished  to  ask  the  hoa. 
gentleman  whether  it  was  his  intention  ta 
proceed  on  the  subject  that  evening  ?  If 
so,  he  begged  to  submit  to  his  considera- 
tion that  the  papers  which  constituted  the 
greatej*  part  of  (he  case,  were  but  thatm^ 
ment  delivering  to  the  members,  a^  that 
there  was  Atill  another  piece  of  evidence 
tia  b#  pfntdoced,  naokeiyt  Ahft  bstM  iiram 
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Mr.  Walth  to  his  brother^  charging  hioi- 
Mlf  with  the  gaiU  of  the  recent  traotac- 
tioD.  There  was  another  circamttance 
which  he  hoped  wooM  induce  the  hon. 
gentleman  not  to  press  the  consideration 
of  the  subject  at  that  moment^  and  that 
was,  that  there  were  several  hon.  members 
w^o  to  his  knowledge  were  desirous  of  ez- 
presldirig  their  sentiments  upon  it,  but  who 
were  absent  from  tjie  House  under  the  idea 
that  as  on  Thursdays  motions  preceded 
orders,  the  motion  of  an  hon.  baronet 
would  in  the  first  instance  have  been  gone 
into. 

Mr.  Bunkes  Teplied,  that  he  came  fully 
prepared  to  bring  under  the  consideration 
of  the  House  the  question  of  Mr.  Walsh's 
conduct ;  and  that  unless  very  grave  and 
substantial  reasons  indeed  were  adduced, 
he  was  persuaded  that  this  was  one  of  the 
matters  which  the  House  could  feel  no 
disposition  to  postpone.  Although  the 
printed  copies  of  the  papers  had,  as  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  said,  been  delivered 
but  that  day,  that  appeared  to  him  of  little 
consequence.  There  was  only  one  line  in 
those  papers  on  which  he  should  rest  the 
motion,  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  submit 
to  the  House,  and  that  was,  that  Mr.  Wahh 
had  been  found  guilty  of  the  felony  laid 
in  his  indictment.  With  respect  to  Mr. 
Walsh's  letter  to  his  brother,  it  would  be 
produced  at  the  bar  of  the  House  by  Mr. 
Jenlvyns  the  solicitor,  and  would  be  read 
distinctly  and  audibly  by  the  clerk  at  the 
taWe.  This  in  his  opini9n,  would  afford 
the  House  an  ample  opportunity  of  judging 
of  its  tendency.  The  thing  would  speak 
for  itself  in  the  most  unequivocal  terms; 
and  the  latter  would  exhibit  a  complete 
avowal  of  a  guilty  mind  and  a  guilty  act. 
If.  after  having  heard  thialetter,  the  House 
Ifaoold  think  [urther  delay  necessary,  how- 
ever unwillingly,  he  must  bow  to  their 
opinion.  There  was  one  argument  of  the 
hon.  gentleman's,  which  he  could  by  no 
means  allow.  He  could  not  admit  that 
under  such  circumstances  the  absence  of 
an/  hon.  members  afibrded  a  just  ground 
/or  postfffning  the  consideration  of  the 
subject.  The  hour  was  by  no  means  mi- 
QsuaHy-early^  and  it  ought  to  be  known 
^  *^*^^  rtttunber  of  parliament,  that  mat- 
ters ofprivilege  took  precedence  of  all 
ciher  questions.  He  put  it  to  the  House 
whether  or  not  they  wished  that  the  busi- 
ness should  proceed  ?  (A  general  cry  oC 
Go  on,  CO  on  !) 

Mr.  Limb  thought  that  there  couW  not 
be  a  more  grave. and  solemn  reason  ••• 
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signed  for  delay,  than  Aat  hoa.  memterv 
were  not  in  full  possesdon  of  the  evidence 
on  the  subject.  The  question  was  one  of  ^ 
a  novel  natore«  and  would  therefore  eetA- 
blish  a  precedent  It  was  not  therefore 
consistent  with  a  due  regard  to  the  privi* 
leges  of  the  House  to  prooeed  so  suddenly 
and  hastily  in  the  determination  of  it. 

Mr.~  C.  W.  Wynn  said»  there  could  be  b«t 
one  opinion  as  to  the  gravity,  weight,  and 
solemnity  of  this  question,  on  whidi  it 
was  not  possible  for  him  to  anticipete 
what  would  be  the  judgment  of  the  House. 
He  had  looked  a  good  <deal  into  the  caee, 
and  possessed  himself  as  much  as  he  eonld 
of  its  nature  and  bearings,  and  he  nuist' 
say,  that  when  ffentlemeu  who  had  not  yet 
entered  upon  its  consideration,  came  to 
bestow  upon  it  their  attention,  they  woali- 
find  that  it  w^  one  of  great  magnitade 
and  difficulty.  He  could  not,  therefore, 
help  thinking,  that  it  would  be  adTant»- 
geous  to  allow  further  time  for  the  ob* 
tainment  of  full  and  complete  informatioe. 
It  was  a  very  short  time  since  the  papers 
before  the  House  were  produced,  and  at 
had  been  justly  remarked,  the  most  \mt* 
portant  document  relating  to  the  caae-hW 
not  yet  been  brought  op.  On  tbeae 
grounds  he  wished  to  sobmit  to  the  hon. 
gentleman  and  to  the  House,  the-propriety 
of  hearing  the  Letter  from  Mr.  Wafoh  to 
his  brother ^ead,  and  then,  after  they  had 
had  an  opportunity  of  considering  all  the 
documents  together,  as  well  as  the  pieee- 
dents  on  their  Journals,  which  boie  upon 
the  present  case,  they  might  come  to'a 
more  fit  and  legitimate  decision  tlian  if 
they  proceeded  to  judgment  on  the 
crude  materials  of  which  they  vrere  nosr 
in  possession.  For  these  reasons  he  was 
anxious  that  the  desire  expressed  by  htB 
hon.  friends  for  delay,  should  be  ac- 
ceded to. 

Mr.  Boikunt  said,  he  had  already  be-^ 
come  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  caae, 
to  be  enabled  to  decide  on  what  he 
thought  the  just  and  proper  ceofse  for  the 
House  to  pursue.  The  documents  pro» 
duced  afforded  a  good  ground  on  which 
they  might  prooeed  to  judgment.  But  as 
there  might  be  gentlemen  who  had  not 
turned  their  attention  to  the  sebject  with 
so  much  diligence  as  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  precedM  him,  and  as  the  papers  had 
been  so  lately  put  into  their  hands^  he 
could  see  no  reason  for  pressing  on  the 
discussion,'  if  any  member  tbeught  a  small 
delay  would  enaole  him  to  came  to  a  mora 
mamre  delMWMnatmn,    They  hadrin^lua 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


985] 


SxptMm^Mr.Bei^amm  WMl 


FxB.  29,  1812. 


[SM 


^pioioit;  c«0Mh  before  Urem  to  ectupon ; 
bot  he  would  not  therefore  desire  that 
these  who  might  consider  themteWes  as 
vnpre^red  to  decide,  should  be  prema* 
torely  harried  to  their  vote.  Bot  con* 
ceding  this  moch,  he  most,  at  the  same 
time,  observe,  that  he  perfectly  coincided 
with  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Bankes)  that  on 
to  grave  and  serious  a  question,  deeply 
and  materially  affecting  the  character  and 
privileges  of  the  House,  it  would  be  highly 
censurable  to  allow  any  unnecessary  time 
10  be  lost  before  they  came  to  a  decision. 

The  order  of  the  day  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Bankes  observing  that  he  was  ihe 
last  man  who  would  wish  to  be  too  hasty 
in  pressing  such  a  question,  expressed  his 
intention  of  postponing  the  decision  of 
St  until  Monday. 

The  ^eaker  apprehended,  that  as  ihe 
business  was  not  then  to  be  concluded,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  make  a  fresh  order 
for  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Walsh  in  bis 
place  on  Monday.  In  the  first  place, 
tiowerer,  it  would  be  expedient  to  ascer- 
tain whether  Mr.  Wabh  had  been  served 
with  the  order  of  the  House,  requiring  his 
mttendance  in  his  place  on  this  day. 

One  of  the  messengers  was  called  to  the 
bar. 

The  Speaker.  Mu  Skelton,  have  you 
served  Mr.  Benjamin  Walsh,  a  member  of 
.this  House,  with  the  order  of  the  House, 
Fcquiring  his  attendance  in  his  place  on 
this  day. 

Mettenger.  Yes,  Sir,  I  have.  I  saw  Mr. 
Walsh  yesterday  morning  at  ten  o'clock, 
and  he  told  me  h^  had  received  from  his 
brother  the  order  which  1  left  at  his  house 
mi  Tuesday  night. 

The  messenger  having  withdrawn,  Mr. 
Jenkyns,  the  solicitor,  was,  on  the  motion 
«f  Mr.  Bankes,  called  to  the  bar. 

The  !^)eaker.  Mr.  Jenkyns,  you  were 
the  solicitor  to  the  prosecution  against  Mr. 
Benjamin  Walsh,  a  member  of  this  HoOse  ? 

Mr.  Jenkyns.  Yes,  Sir. 

The  Speaker.  Have  you  brought  with 
yoa  the  letter  mentioned  in  the  order  of 
this  House,  purporting  to  be  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Benjamin  Walsh  to  his  brother  ? 

Mr.  Jerifyns.  I  have. 

The  ^Koker.  Are  vou  acquainted  with 
Ibe  hand- writing  of  Mr.  Walsh  ? 

Mr.  Jenfyns.  No ;  I  am  not. 

nChe  ^aker.  Is  there  any  body  with 
yoa  who  is  aequainted  with  it  ? 

Mr.  Jenfyu.  Yes ;  Mr.  Atride. 

Mr.  Atride  appeared  at  the  bar. 

Tkm  S^uJtin  Mr.  Atode,  are  yon  ac- 


qnainted  with  the  hand-writing  of  Mr. 
Benjamin  Walsh? 

Mr.  Jiride.  Yes. 

The  Speaker.  lUve  you  ever  seen  him 
write  ? 

Mr.  Airide.  I  hare. 

The  Speaker.  Look  at  that  letter,  and  in* 
form  the  House,  whether  it  is  the  hand* 
writing  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Wabh  ? 

Mr.  Atride.  I  believe  it  is. 

The  Speaker.  Do  you  entertain  any 
doubt  on  the  subject  ?  Look  at  the  whole 
of  the  letter. 

Mr.  Atride.  I  have  no  doubt  that  this  is 
Mr.  Walsh's  hand-writing. 

The  Speaker.  Have  you  ever  seen  that 
letter  before  ? 

Mr.  Atride.  Never. 

The  Speaker.  Mr.  Jenkyns,  were  you  at 
the  trial  of  Mr.  Walsh? 

Mr.  Jenfyns.  Yes. 

The  l^)eaker.  By  whom  was  that  letter 
delivered  into  the  court  ? 

Mr.  Jenfyns.   By  the  Solicitor  General. 

The  ^aker.  In  whose  custody  has  it 
been  ever  since  ? 

Mr.  Jenfyns.  In  mine.  Sir. 

The  Speaker.  Is  that  the  identical  letter 
delivered  into  court  by  the  Solicitor  Gene* 
ral  on  the  trial  of  Mr.  Walsh,  and  kept  by 
you  ever  since  ? 

Mr.  Jenfyns,  It  is. 

The  Witnesses  were  then  ordere4  to 
withdraw.  The  letter  dated  Dec.  5, 1811, 
was  read  by  the  clerk.     [See  it  at  p.  04a] 

Mr.  Bankes  moved  that  it  be  pnoted. 

Mr.  Lockhart  wbhed  to  know  whether  to 
agree  to  the  printing  of  this  paper  would 
be  to  entertain  the  charge  brought  forward 
against  Mr.  Walsh  ?  If  so,  it  would  be  a 
grave  subject  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  and  he  requested,  therefore,  to  be 
flavoured  with  the  opinion  of  the  Chair. 

The  Speaker  apprehended  that  the  letter 
was  part  of  the  proof  against  the  bon^ 
member.  What  decision  the  House  would 
come  to  on  the  charge,  it  would  be  for 
them  to  determine,  when  they  came  to 
consider  the  evidence  of  which  this  letter 
was  a  part 

Mr.  Lockkari,  understanding  that  the 
letter  was  to  be  received  as  evidence  o£ 
the  charge,  objected  most  strongly  to  its 
reception,  because  it  was  only  evidsnce  of 
a  most  dishonourable  and  infamous  trans* 
action  between  one  individual  and  another. 
He  hoped  the  hon.  gentleman  did  not 
mean  to  adduce  it  in. support  of  the  record 
of  Mr.  Walsh's  conviction.  That  oonld 
not  be  done,  for  the  contents  of  the  record 
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mist  be  iu  only  rapport.  If  it  w«re  in* 
tended  to  rely  on  the  letter  in  the  event  of 
the  record  not  being  coniidered  sufficient 
to  WMTMit  the  Hoi|s#  in  acquicMiilg  in  the 
ultimate  proposition  of  the  hon.  eentleman, 
then  he  trusted  the  Hoose  would  appoint  a 
couMnittee  to  search  for  precedents,  in 
erder  to  discover  whether  any  snch  charge 
as  that  which  could  be  founded  on  the  let- 
ter had  ever  been  entertained  by  parlia* 
ment;  and  whether  pari ianaent  fasMl  ever 
DToceeded  to  expel  a  nsember  on  the 
Knowledge  of  a  transaction,  however  in- 
fiunons,  between  one  individual  and  ano- 
ther. He  had  made  diligent  inquiry  tm 
the  snbjectj  and  he  conld  find  only  one 
case  in  the  year  1 670,  in  which  sir  Edward 
Thomas  having  complained  of  frauds  and 
abuses  on  the  part  ot  his  son  towards  him- 
self, the  House  did  entertain  the  charge : 
but  they  afterwards  threw  it  out  as  not 
being  on  sufficient  grounds,  and  decided 
that  only  those  charges  conld  be  enter- 
tained which  were  foimded  on  tvtnsactions 
anfansoo^  ina  public  pomt  of  view.  All 
such  transactions  resolved  themselves  into 
four  classes.  The  first,  cases  of  persons 
who  were  fband  infamous  by  the  records 
ef  their  convictions  in  criminal  courts  of 
Ixw ;  secondly,  cases  of  persons  who  had 
been  in  open  rebellion ;  thirdly,  cases  of 
persons  guilty  of  corrupt  and  improper 
praetices,  as  members  of  that  House ;  and, 
tblurthly,  cases  of  persons  gnihy  of  offences 
against  the  public.  Never,  however,  was 
a  charge  entertained  founded  on  a  disho- 
nest transaotion  between  man  and  man. 
To  entertain  such  charges  would  be  to 
make  the  House  of  Commons  a  great  court 
of  judicature,  authorised  to  examine  every 
private  transaction  that  was  alleged  to  be 
improper:  and  the  ultimate  purposes  to 
whidi  such  a  power  might  be 'applied  no 
one  could  foresee ;  that  it  would  be  pro- 
dnotive  of  enormous  inconvenience  was 
evidont,  and  he  therefore  pressed  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee,  before  a  pre- 
cedent was  established  calculated  to  bo  so 
IBJurioua  in  its  consequences. 

The  Chancellor  qfthc  Bxchtqiwr  confessed 
bimself  unable  to  distinguish  the  L^ter 
#'om  the  other  documenu  on  the  subject, 
or  to  understand  why  the  ordering  of  the 
letter  to  be  printed  was  more  completely 
to  entertain  the  charsre  than  the  ordering 
4>f  the  printing  of  the  other  documenu. 
The  hon.  gentkman  seemed  to  have  mis- 
conceived what  foil  from  tbe  chair.  '  The 
charge  was  not  at  present  before  the  House 
ki  a  shape  to  be  entertained,  nor  wonld  it 
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be  so  until  there  ^m  a  motion  on  the  sob* 
ject.  He  apprehended  that  the  hon.  mover 
of  the  proposition  had  moved  for  the  re- 
cord or  conviction,  the  judge's  letter,  .&c. 
and  had  moved  that  those  documents  be 
priirted«^that  he  had  examined  the  wit- 
nesses at  the  bar — that  he  had  obtained 
from  one  of  them,  I^r.  Walsh's  letter  to 
his  brother,  and  tlutt  he  now  moved  that 
that  letter  be  printed*-4di  for  the  pnrposo 
of  taking  those  preliminary  steps  which 
would  enable  the  House  to  judge  whether 
or  not  the  charge  ought  to  be  ontertainedk 
The  printing  of  the  letter  could  by  no 
means  prejudge  the  question  of  entertain- 
ing the  charge.  He  had  no  difficulty  i* 
admitting  that  the  question  was  one  of  very 
grave  consideration,  and  that  tbe  Houie 
must  well  weigh  how  for.  they  could  with 
safety  and  propriety  adopt  the  ehatge 
without  establishsng  a  precedent  whi^ 
might  be  found  productive  of  serioos  in^ 
convenience. 

Mr.  W^  observed,  that  by  vrbat  had 
been  already  done,  the  letter  most  appear 
on  the  Journals,  and  must  be  transmitted 
to  posterity,  as  having  been  recmved  and 
read  in  the  House,  juat  as  completely  as  if 
it  wcr^  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  oh^c- 
tion  might  with  more  propriety  have  beeA 
made  to  the  motion  on  Tuesday  for  its  pro« 
doction. 

The  Letter  was  then  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  this  was  the  pro- 
per time  to  acquaint  the  House,  that  he 
had  received  two  letters  from  Mn  Waislt, 
intimating  his  intention  of  not  appearing 
in  his  place,  but  not  ascribin|^  that  inten*- 
tion  to  any  bodily  incapacity.  Ai  he 
could  not  find  in  the  Journals  any  prece- 
dent  of  a  written  defence  having  been  re^ 
ceived  from  members,  who,  havijlg  been 
ordered  to  attend,  foiled  to  do  ^  without 
attributing  his  non-attendance  to  bodily 
incapacity,  he  would  not  read  those  let- 
ters, unless  it  were  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  that  he  should  do  so. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bankes,  Mr.  Bea- 
jamin  Walsh  was  ordered  to  attend  in  his 
place  on  Monday. 

6ia  Thomas  Turton's  Motion  on 
TUB  Statb  of  thb  Nation,]  Mr  TkomOi 
Twrton  began  by  observing,  that  when  he 
considered  the  importance  Bnd  magnitude 
of  the  question  to  which  he  was  about  to 
call  the  aiteniion  of  the  House ;  when  be 
considesed  the  present  critical  state  of 
public  affiticsy  and  the  alarauog  aspect  . 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


m  the  SttUeqfthe  Nankm. 

iitider  which  they  aoir  preaeoted  thea- 
selves  to  Ae  contemplation  of  the  coontry  ; 
and  when  he,  at  the  same  time,  considered 
that  the  present  aaestton  had  hitherto  been 
introduced  to  their  discussion  by  some 
leading  member  of  either  of  the  great  con- 
tending parties,  and  that  the  humble  in<* 
dividual  who  was  on  that  night  to  bring  it 
before  them  was  wholly  unsupported  by 
the  aid  of  any  party  or  the  authority  of  any 
influence  ;— when  all  these  censideratkms 
crowded  on  his  mind,  he  confessed  that  he 
was  but  too  justly  apprehensive  of  ap- 
pearing to  have  acted  with  a  hasty  indie- 
cretioQ  and  a  presumptuous  ccmndence. 
But  the  time  was  now  come,  when  public 
duty  should  be  dischar|;ed,  independent 
of  every  personal  consideration.  If  he 
brought  with  him  the  aid  of  no  party,  nei- 
Uier  did  he  bring  with  him  the  motives,  or 
prejudices  of  party.  It  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  weary  the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  by  anjr  T^ry  detailed  examination 
Into  those  topics  which  had  been  already 
so  amply  discussed,  or  again  to  tread  over 
the  ground  long  trod  before.  He  should, 
in  the  course  of  his  observations,  touch 
.  upon  the  war  in  the  peninsula—and  here, 
he  observed,  that  the  true  merits  of  this 
extensive  question  had  never  been  yet 
fairly  and  fully  before  the  House ;  and, 
indeed,  if  he  were  to  confine  all  he  bad 
to  ofier  to  that  one  subject,  he  thought  be 
should  find,  even  in  that  alone,  ample 
matter  to  persuade  the  House  to  grant  the 
motion  with  which  he  should  conclude. 
But  he  should  not  confine  himself  to  that 
part  of  the  subject :  he  should  take  a  short 
review  of  the  leading  public  events  since 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  came  into  office. 
He  should  endeavour  to  shew  the  House 
what  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  awfully 
alarming  state  of  the  country;  and,  what 
in  his  mind  was  not  the  least  alarming 
symptom,  the  lethargy  of  that  House  for 
so  long  a  time,  and  while  sueh  events  were 
passing.  He  should  call  upon  them,  in 
the  name  of  their  country,  to  rouse  f^om 
their  tcurpor,  and  ask  every  unprejudiced 
man  if,  seeing  the  condition  to  which  they 
were  at  last  reduced,  he  could  conscienti- 
ously lay  his  hand  upon  his  heart,  and  say 
there  was  not  sufficient  ground  fer  going 
into  the  committee.  His  view  should  be 
directed  a  little  further  back  than  the 
time  at  whkh  the  present  ministers  en- 
lere^  on  office. 

The  year  1800  had  terminated  most 
disastrously  for  the  liberties  of  Europe. 
He  should  not  stop  to  say  any  thing  upon 
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the  inefiectnal  struggles  of  Russia  against 
France,  or  upon  the  selfish  and  dasuo^y' 
policy  which  tt  that  time  dictated  the 
perfidious  conduct  of  the  court  of  Prussia. 
In  the  following  year  the  battles  of  Eyiavi 
and  Friedland-^he  last  of  whkh  was 
fought,  he  believed,  after  the  right  fifon. 
gentleman  had  come  into  power-^those 
battles  might  be  said  to  have  decided  the 
fate  of  the  continent,  and  to  have  fulfilled 
the  prediction  of  Solly,  that  France  wouhi 
one  day  arrive  at  the  universal  dominioit 
of  Europe.  The  peace  of  Tilsit  left  Frances 
no  enemy  to  contend  against  but  England 
— 4ill  her  means  were  immedialeiv  directed 
against  our  commerce,  and  th«  Berlin  and 
Milan  Decrees  had  about  as  much  eflfect 
against  England  as  ours  taken  in  retalm^ 
tion  had  against  France.  The  first  expe- 
dition sent  out  by  the  new  administration 
was  that  of  Copenhagen.  All  the  ap- 
plause he  coura  give  ministers,  they 
should  have  from  him  most  WilKngly^^he 
regretted  that  their  conduct  had  rendered 
the  portion  he  could  spare  them  so  very 
inconsiderable;  but  of  the  Copenhagen 
expedition  he  had  originally  approved, 
and  his  opinion  remained  unaltered.  If 
thf  merits  of  that  expedition  were  to  be 
considered  according  to  the  naked  th" 
stract  principle  merely,  nothing  could  ba 
more  atrocious  or  more  profl^te:  but 
where  was  the  maxim,  however  generally 
true,  that  must  not  give  way  to  necessity, 
and  in  that  case  he  thought  the  necessity- 
justified  the  expedition.— The  hOn.  baronet 
next  adverted  to  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  in  the  peninsula.  A  ri^t  hon.  gen- 
tleman, whose  fervour  oil  idl  great  public 
questions  vras  so  well  known-^e  meant  the 
member  for  Ilchester  (Mr.  Sheridan),  had 
come  down,  and  in  his  place  in  that  House 
had  with  his  accustomed  eloquence  called 
the  immediate  anention  of  ministers  to  the 
ciltical  state  of  Spain.  There  was  in  short 
but  one  heart,  but  one  mind,  but  one  htU 
ing  within  that  House  and  throughout 
the  country,  as  to  the  necessity  of  givine 
Spain  the  most  speedy,  cordial,  and  e& 
fectual  assistance.  Ministers  might  be 
said  to  have  been  almost  invited  by  par* 
liament  to  ask  for  their  aid.  In  such  a 
state  the  first  duty  of  ministers  was  to  have 
so  arranged  with  Spain,  as  that  the  as- 
sistance of  this  country  might  be  given 
and  applied  in  .the  best  and  most  efficient 
manner ;  but  there  was  no  such  plan  re- 
sorted to— no  method,  no  regulations  or 
arrangementa  were  thought  to  be  pre« 
vioosly  necessary.    Ministers  did  nothing 
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in  co*oper«iioo  with  the  Spanish  govern- 
uent,  to  colled  M  the  feelingt  of  the 
Spanish  people  into  one  energetic  effort, 
or  to  ^ive  that  effort  one  great  and  ani- 
Ibrm  impulse.  Nothing  had  been  done 
to  gire  tone  to  the  Spanish  gorernnent— 
Ihey  were  left  to  themseWes— and  the  6rst 
met  was  the  publication  of  their  *'  Precaa- 
tions*"  calling  upon  the  people  to  fight  as 
nere  partisans,  never  to  hazard  a  general 
.  action,  and  to  think  of  nothing  more  than 
hanging  on  and  harrassing  the  enemy — 
and  this  was  the  government  that  shortly 
after  called  for  an  army  of  550,000  men, 
of  which  i»0,000  should  be  cavalry.  He 
blamed  not  ministers  for  the  errors  of  the 
Spanish  government ;  but  he  thought  that 
they  were  responsible  to  the  country  for 
not  providing,  as  far  as  they  could  do, 
against  the  po^ibility  of  those  errors  de- 
feating our  co-operation,  or  renderinj^  our 
assistance  altogether  nugatory. 

To  show,  in  some  measure,  what  had 
been  the  e£fecUof  our  assistance  in  Spain, 
he  would  just  call  the  attention  or  the 
House  to  the  two  first  campaigns.  Sir 
Arthur  Wellesley  sailed  on  the  28th  of 
July,  1808.  He  was  sent  to  assist  the 
Spaniards,  and  he  landed  at  Corunna; 
where,  however,  he  aftejrwards  re-im* 
barked,  and  sailed  for  Mondego,  at  which 
place  he  effected  a  landing.  On  the  17th 
of  August  the  affair  took  placewhicb  was 
followed  up  by  the  battle  of  Vimiera  on 
ihe  21st.  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  was  ibe 
next  day  superseded  in  the  chief  com* 
mand  by  sir  Harry  Burrard,  who  was  him- 
self, shortly  after,  again  superseded  by  sir 
Hugh  Palryrople.  Such  fluctuation  was 
there  in  his  Majesty's  councils  as  to  the 
selection  of  a  fit  person  for  this  command ! 
He  should  not  dwell  upon  the  disgraceful 
Convention  of  Cintra,  which,  amongst 
other  mortifying  conditions,  stipulated  to 
place  general  Junot  at  the  head  of  25,080 
men,  in  that  identical  spot  whence  he 
could  most  speedily  march  to  that  part  of 
Spain,  where  he  could  act  against  Spain 
and  her  allies  most  seasonably  and  effec- 
tually !  From  the  30th  of  August  till  the 
16th  of  October,  when  sir  Jpbn  Moore 
was  sent  out,  no  one  step  had  been  taken 
by  ministers,  though  there  was  nor,  for 
the  same  length  of  time,  a  period  since 
the  commencement  of  the  war  in  which 
so  much  might  have  been  effected,— He 
then  adverted  to  the  campaign  of  sir  John 
Moore,  who,  be  contended,  had  received 
no  sort  of  co-operation  from  the  Spaniards. 
He  had  reached  Salamanca  before  he  met 
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with  a  single  Spanish  piquet    He  thought 
the  conduct  of  ministers,  in  rbking  the 
safety  of  the  British  army,  without  any . 
knowledge  of  the  intentions  of  the  Spani-  . 
ards,  extreipely  reprehensible.— He  tbea 
passed  to  the  battle  of  Talavera;    and, 
giving^  lord  Wellington  every  credit  for 
his  skill  and  conduct  in  other  particular^ 
he  could  not  help  censuring  his  march  to 
Talavera,  as  a  most  imprudent  one,  when, 
even  after  a  repulse  of  the  enemy,  bow« 
ever  glorious,  he  was  obliged  to  make  a 
precipitate  retreat,  to  the  desertion  of  the. 
sick  and  wounded  in  the  hospital. — ^The 
remaining  campaigns  had,  in  every  re-. 
spect,  the  character  of  the  two  that  pre- 
ceded them  : — hard-fought  battles  termi-. 
natingin  the  repulse  of  the  enemy^-bril-^ 
liant,  perhaps,  but  certainly  very  unpro-> 
ductive.— He  came  now  to  th^t  memorable 
Expedition,  of  ;i¥hich  it  would  hardly  be 
necesury  to  remind  the  noble  lord  oppo- 
site (Castlereagb.)    It  surely  never  could 
be  out  of  his  recollection.    He  was  asto- 
nished to  see  the  noble  lord  smile  at  any 
allusion  to  the  dreadful  tragedy  of  tM 
Walcheren    Expedition    (hear,   hear !) ; 
though,  indeed,  that  noble  lord  might  well 
smile  to  think  that  he  had  himself  escaped 
the  ruin  to  which  he  had  devoted  so  many 
thousands  (hear,  hear ! ).    The  avowed  ol^ 
ject  of  that  expedition  was  to  create  a  di- 
version in  favour  of  Austria :  and  how  had 
that  ol^ect  been  answered  ?    The  battlea 
of  Essling  and  Asperne  had  been  fought 
on  the  21st  and  26th  of  May ;  and  on  the 
28th  of  July,  three  weeks  after  the  battle 
<^  Wagram,  that  laid  Austria  at  the. foot 
of  France,  sailed  the  Walcheren  Exp^i- 
tion,  to  co-operate  at  Flushing  with  the 
ruins  of  the  Austrian  army  in  Bohemia ! 
(hear,  hear! )-^But  he  should  not  dwell, 
on  the  melancholy  catastrophe— 11,000 
brave  men  left,  for  three  months,  to  rot  in 
the  most  pestilential  climate  in  Europe 
and  then  the  whole  object  of  the  exp^i- 
tion  totally  abandoned !     Though,  indeed, 
they  had   been  gravely  told,  by  a  right 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Vorke,}  that  the  ex- 
pedition had  in  -  part  sueceeded  in  its  ob* 
ject,  because,  forsooth,  we  had  destroyed 
a  basin  I     And  here  he  could  not  help  ob- 
serving upon  the  strange  conduct  of  a  right 
hon.    gentleman    then  in  his  Majesty^s 
councils  (Mr.  Canning,)  in  not  openly 
declaring  his  real  sentiments  of  the  noble 
lord's  utter  incompetency  for  the  situationr 
be  then  filled:  such  a  declaration  must 
have  compelled  the  noble  lord  to  retire^ 
or  at  least  have  saved  the  country  the  div> 
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kftoe  «»d  loMies  'AMeiNiaat  o»  dial  Bspe*- 
4iti«a.  B«t  «h»l  above  all  bad  bMt^tfae 
CMdact  of  tbal  Ho«9«?  Had  tbey  brongbi 
Iba  DobU  lord  to  Irialby  impaaeboaatttf 
Had  thay  imptaoilad  tba  ri^t  boa.  gen- 
^laaian  £»r  cpDUouing  to  act  witb  oae 
wboan  ba1>eUeipad  utlerly  iiieoaipeleat  ? 
Had  Ibey  coodemiiad  tba  ExpadiMoii  and 
mpaacbadlheaatbonof it?  Jio;9thr 
Aoai  il,  tbay  bad  passed  a  vote  ^  tW^ 
biatioD  qpoQ  tbal  Eipedilie»-«(bear^  bear! 
60111  Mr.  PercaTal  and  otbeia  ^)«-«and  was 
not  tkiM  a  groimd  for  inqeiry  ?*— He  knew 
Ibat  tba  rigbt  boA*  santiaaMui,  tba  mkiiB* 
lar  of  tba  coantry,  Uioogbt  hunself  inml« 
naraUa^  and  le^ardad  Iba  attacks  ef  saob 
iHnnble  aaen  as  biaMelf  as  «ere  flea^^bitas, 
-*«fiii4  wbat  waaM  tba  ceaatry  say,  wbat 
wmdi  poaiarity  say  of  such  a  vote  ?  wbat 
fa«ald  fiHore  bistoriMis  say  of  it  ?  Upon 
Iha  noble  lord's  quitting  office,-— the  only 
food  effect  of  tbat  Expeditioo,-»«tba  rage 
fcr  axpediiiena  somewhat  saMded;  but 
mvm  that  be  saw  the  noUa  k>rd  sitting 
where  be  did^  be  cauU  net  di?est  himself 
of  all  apprehension  tbat  more  expeditions, 
aa.'bonoQrable  and  aa  adrantageous  to  the 
eoutitry  as  tbat  to  Walcheren,  might  pro- 
bably be  tried. 

.  With  regard  to  the  means  aSbrded  by 
Spain,  and  their  proporticm  to  the  end 
|boy  had  in  t iaw,  or  whether  any  co« 
operation  it  could  aArd  to  this  country, 
would  be  safficient  to  bring  the  strogffte 
la  which  it  was  engaged  to  a  favoorable 
termination,  that  was  a  questioii  which  be 
ahonld  much  like  to  hear  discossed^  and 
one,  upon  tbe  result  of  which  he  thought 
the  faiure  efforts  of  this  country  shouki 
depend.  Wbat,  he  would  ask,  was  the 
eitoaftion  of  Spain  at  present?  He  might 
hm  told  that  the  Spanish  government  was 
changed,  but  be  found  it  bad  undergone 
too  material  alteration.  Badajoa,  Gerona, 
Torfeosa,  Valencia,  aod  almost  every  place 
of  atrength  in  tbe  cominry,  was  in  the 
hands  (rf  tbe  French,  and  nothing  more 
than  one  or  two  fortresseain  the  hands  ef 
4be  Spaniards  themselTes.  Tbe  armies  of 
Spain  were  not  improved  ;-*ber  gorem- 
■wnt  bad  not  improred.  This  situation 
of  aSairs  aftpdcd  no  great  probability  of 
aoeeem;  and  to  sofcject  the  country  to  such 
cnawnoaa  expenditure,  without  a  prospect 
of  terminatin|p  the  struggle  to  the  advantage 
of  Great  Britain  and  her  allies,  was  not 
certainly  the  part  of  wisdom.  He  wouM 
-mot  consent  to  go  on  inc^mring  such  vast 
onpences,  unlesa  there  was  some  hope 
imded  of  bringing  the  baaittasa  to  a 
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spbedy  termination;  but  be  wasaorryto 
say,  that  no  such  hope  could  be  entertain- 
ed. The  conduct  of  their  govemroeat  waa 
not  such  as  could  seoare  the  attachment  or 
conidence  of  the  people.  Tbe  people« 
whan  a  fit  opportunity  waa  presented  lor 
removinff  soma  of  tbe  grievances  under 
which  they  bad  lonff  laboured^  -ao  lae 
from  derivmg  any  advantage  from  tbo 
change  of  afiufs  that  had  taken  ptace« 
ware  ait  th»  preaent  moment  without  tba 
enjoyment  of  religions  liberty ;  and  when 
the  liberty  of  the  press  was  moved  for, 
the  Cortes  refeired  it  to  the  coi|sideratioa 
of  the  Ini|ni8ition«  It  was  weli  known 
tbat  two  priests  #ere  made  the  censers  4>f 
all  ps^Kcstiona  that  appeared  in  tbe 
country.  Would  way  man  say  tbat  those 
were  the  meaaurea  which  oanld  ensure  tbo 
reverence,  or  the  zeal  of  the  people  for 
tbe  struggle  ni  which  they  were  emphnr« 
ad?  That  government  bad  imperiously 
requited  of  us  in  our  mediation  between 
them  and  their  South  American  depen* 
dencies,  to  abandon  the  latter  if  tbey 
did  not  acknowledge  tbe  Cortes.  That 
government  had  expressed  iu  approba* 
tion  of  general  Lapena's  conduct,  though 
be  did  not  give  the  least  assistance  in  the 
battle  of  Barossa,  but  remained  during  tba 
whole  time  in  an  adjoining  wood.  The 
government  of  that  country  should  now  bo 
addressed  in  the  same  bold  and  decided 
language  which  the  marquis  WelMey 
had  upon  a  former  occasion  used  to  them  ; 
they  should  be  told  tbat  a  reform  was  ne* 
cessary  both  in  the  civil  and  military  de* 
partments  of  the  country,  and  that  upon 
no  other  condition  were  they  worthy  of  a 
sealous  adherence  to  their  cause.  He» 
for  hb  part,  would  net  consent  to  any  for* 
ther  assistance  to  that  coantry  ilnlesis  he 
saw  some  prospect  of  succesB.  It  should 
be  proved,  tbat  our  resources  were  not 
likely  to  be  thrown  away  in  a  fruitless 
struggle, — if  such  proof  could  be  adduced* 
— if  even  lord  Wellington  himself  would 
say,  that  there  was'  a  probability  of  suo> 
cess  safficient  to  warrant  the  continuance 
of  expenditure  in  fovour  of  Spain,  eren 
upon  sucb  ground  as  the  recommendation 
of  that  gallant  general,  he  would  be  con* 
tent  to  make  further  sacrHiees,  in  tbe  hope 
of  an  event  that  would  be  glorious  alike  to 
tbat  country  and  this ;  but,  without  such 
assurance  ef  probability,  the  annual  ex« 
pendlture  of  11  or  12,000,000/.  for  a  war 
Shat  might,  for  ought  they  knew,  last  a« 
lone  ai  Uie  Peloponneaian,  was  a  thing' 
whhrb  be  cottM  not  consent  to>  and.  whlaE 
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lb*  country  coald  not  bear.    Sicily  ^^90 
had  been  a  source  of  great  ezpence  to  the 
country,  (300,000/.  a  year  as  a  subsidy, 
and  a  million  and  a  half  a  year  to  sup* 
port  an  army  there,)  and  some  advantage 
should  be  proved  to  result  from  this  mode 
of  applying  it.    He  believed  some  im- 
portant changes  bad  lately  taken  place  in 
that  island,  and  no  change  coula  render 
its  situation  much  worse  than  it  had  been. 
-^From  Sicily  he  would  pass  to  the  East 
Indies.    The  question  of  the  renewal  of 
the  company's  charter  was  likely  soon  to 
be  considered,  and  it  was  a  subject  of 
much  importance ;  this  was  not  the  time 
for  discussing  it ;    but  there  was  another 
DO  less  important,  which  was  the  vast  ad* 
dition  which  had  lately  been  made  to  the 
territorial  possessions   of  the  company; 
That  acquisition  had,  in  his  mind,  been 
exceedingly  injurious  to  the  finance  of 
Great  Britain.     He  had  predicted  long 
ago  that  such  would  be  the  result  of  it,  but 
his  predictions  were  not  then  attended  to. 
It  appeared, '  that  the  army  by  which 
those  conquests  were  made,  had  been  of 
late  exceedingly  discontented,  and  great 
evils  were  to  be  apprehended  if  such  dis- 
content were   allowed   long    to  prevail. 
Bat   there   was    an    important   circum- 
stance   respecting   that    country    which 
he  could  not  but  advert  to.     It  appear- 
ed that  the  government  of  it  had  lately 
interfered    with    the    administration    of 
the  criminal  jurisprudence,  and  punished 
jurors  for  the  conscientious  discharge  of 
their  duty.      This  he    could   prove    to 
be  a  fact,  and  that  the  judge  advocate 
there  was   the  person  who  had  so  in- 
terfered.     [A    cry  of  No!    from  some 
gentleman  on  the  opposite  side.j      He 
insisted  that  his  assertion  was  well  found- 
ed ;  and  he  could  prove  it  to  be  so*     He 
would  however  now  proceed  to  America. 
The  contest  with  America  had  been  no- 
thing hitherto  but  a  war  of  words.    The 
rule  of  1756,  if  it  were  intended  to  adhere 
to  it,  should  never  have  been  relaxed.     If 
that  rule  was  to  be  upheld^  it  should  have 
been  nailed  to  the  mast  of  every  British 
ship,  and  never,  in  any  shape^  given  up ; 
but  it  was  relaxed  with  respect  to  America 
by  the  order  of  the  7  th  of  January.    The 
Americans  were  then  satisfied.— (Hear ! 
kom  the  opposite  benches.) — ^They  were 
satisfied  with  the  explanation,  but  not  with 
the  order  by  any  means.    This  relaxation 
lasted  from  the  7  th  of  January  to  the  1 1th 
of  November.    The  right  hon.  gentleman 
ppposite  had  then  declared^  that  whole 
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coasts  might  be  placed   in    a  state   of 
blockade,  even  without  sufficient  ships  for 
carrying  such  resolution  into  effect;  and 
a  precedent  was  brought  from  the  conduct 
of  this  country  and  Holland  against  Looia 
14>.    He  did  not  approve  of  that  order 
which  obliged  the  Americans  first  io  come 
to  this  country,  and  after  the  payment  of 
a  certain  duty,  to  depart  with  their  cargoes 
for  the  continent     We  had  no  right  to 
insist  upon  neutrals  first  touching  at  our 
ports.    Circumstances  were  in  this  posture 
in  1810.    They  found  Buonaparte  not  in- 
duced by  the  measures  of  thu  country  to 
relax  his  decrees.     The  eovemment  of 
this  country  should  then  have  consulted 
the  interests  of  the  country ;  and  when 
the  Americans  announoMi  tliat  Buonaparte 
had  rescinded  his  decrees,  they  should 
have  gladly  seised  the  opportunity^  and 
withdrawn  the  Orders  in  Council.    On 
the  contrary,  the  ffovernment  said,  they  saw 
no  bona  Jide  repeiu  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees.    It  vvas  nonsense  to  talk  of  6omi 
fides  on  the  part  of  Buonaparte;  but  if 
any  opportunity  had  offered  tor  recovering 
the  commerce  of  the  country,  it  should  not 
have  been  lost.    He  had  before  avoided 
mentioning  this  subject,  through  an  ap- 
prehension that  it  might  injure  any  pro- 
ceedings for  an  adjustment  that  were  on 
foot.    No  such  effect  could  now  follow, 
for  the  papers  oh  this  subject  were  before 
the  world,  and  he  wondered  how  the  pro- 
duction of  them  could  have  been  refused 
on  a  former  night.    The  minister  had 
thought  proper  to  refuse  a  committee  for 
inquiring  into  the  state  of  Ireland.    When 
the  simple  subject  with  respect  to  that 
country  was,  whether  Ireland '  should  be 
our  fi'iend  or  our  foe,— whether  the  empire 
was  te  derive  that  assistance  firom  all  her 
energies  which  Ireland  was  so  well  able  to 
afford,  and  without  which  England  could 
not  continue  to  exist,  sure  he  was  that  no 
more  important  matter  could  be  brought 
before  the  wisdom  of  parliament    Evoi 
if  Catholic  emancipation  were  not  to  be 
granted,  was  that  all  that  the  Irish  nation 
wanted?   Removing  that  entirely  out  of 
sight,  was  nothing  to  be  done  for  the  com- 
merce of  Ireland  ?  Were  no  schools  to  he 
established  for  the  education  of  her  chil- 
dren ?  Could  nothing  be  done  with  respect 
to  her  tithe  system  ?  Were  there  not»  in 
fact,  a  thousand  points  in  which  the  in- 
terests of  Ireland  could  be  considered  with- 
out reference  at  all  to  Catholic  emanci- 
pation.   He  was  sorry,  that  the  govern- 
ment had  notmet  the  question  of  frelandi 
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Men  it  was  last  before  the  Hoqse,  with 
more  temper  than  they  eTinced.  If  500 
men  chose  to  assemble  in  a  room  and  even 
to  conduct  tfaemseWes  intemperately,  was 
that  to  be  used  as  an  argument  for  denying 
the  constitutional  claims  of  five  millions  ? 
He  would  proceed  to  take  a  view  of  the 
interoal  situation  of  the  country.  Our 
arm^>  it  appeared  firom  the  returns  amount- 
4d,  including  local  militia,  to  807,000  men. 
Now  what  population  had  we  to  support 
such  an  immense  militai^  establishment, 
and  to  carry  on  the  agriculture  of  the 
country  ?  Our  male  population  w^  calcu* 
lated  at  6  millions,  and  taking  that  of  Ire- 
land at  2  millions,  a  total  was  formed  of 
8  millions;  so  that  our  army  of  every  de- 
scription constituted  one  in  ten  of  our 
whole  male  population.  He  would  be 
told  that  this  was  a  war  of  an  unusual  cha- 
racter, and  that  it  had  become  necessary 
for  us  in  a  great  measure  to  make  our- 
selves a  military  nation.  He  regretted 
that  it  was  so ;  and  he  was  sorry  to  ob- 
serve that  while  we  were  decking  our 
warriors  vrith  laurels,  we  had  also  too  fre- 
quent occasion  to  plant  their  grares  with 
cypress.  He'  begged  to  press  it  on  the 
(X>nsideration  of  the  House  that  this  was  a 
war  which  could  be  supported  only  by 
economy  and  by  husbanding  our  resources. 
Ad  armament  so  much  above  the  adequacy 
of  our  population,  he  contended  this 
country  could  not  continue  to  afford. 
Again  as  to  the  expences  of  the  war,  the 
estimates  for  the  present  year,  so  far  as 
they  could  be  calculated,  might  amount 
to  SI  millions,  or  about  7  millions  sterling 
more  than  last  year.  This  was  an  expen- 
diture which  he  hardly  need  say  the 
country  could  not  bear  &r  any  length  of 
time.  What  then  was  the  state  of  our  re- 
venue? Our  funded  and  unfunded  debt 
amounted  to  650  and  odd  millions.  It  had 
Increased  114  millions  in  the  course  of  the 
present  war.  With  whatever  spirit  there- 
lore  the  war  might  be  carried  on,  unless 
we  husbanded  our  resources  in  time  we 
should  not  have  the  means  of  prosecuting 
it  to  a  conclusion,  but  might  be  compelled 
eventually  to  stop  short  at  the  very  mo- 
ment when  victory  was  in  our  grasp.  It 
might  be  said  that  the  war  was  unavoid- 
able. What  however  was  the  situation  in 
which  we  stood,  and  what  were  our  means 
of  carrying  it  on  ?  The  surplus  of  the 
eimsolidated  fund  was  2,800,0002.  less  this 
than  the  last  year ;  and  our  taxes  were 
less  productive  this  year  by  2  millions. 
Inilaad  of  this  defieieacy  becoming  leas 


in  future,  there  was  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  it  would  go  on  increasing  year 
after  year.  It  had  been  in  a  manner  ad- 
mitted that  it  was  not  possible  to  find  any 
new  taxes  to  impose  by  which  this  de-. 
ficiehcy  mig^t  at  all  be  compensated.  If 
therefore  we  could  not  find  an  income  to 
meet  our  expenditure,  nothing  remained 
for  us  but  to  bring  our  expenditure  to 
meet  our  income.  The  customs  too  had 
sufiered  a  decrease  of  890,000/1  during 
the  present  year,  and  an  increase  in  this 
defalcation  must  be  expected  in  each  suc- 
ceeding year  as  long  as  the  present  system^ 
continued.  The  necessity  therefore  of  at 
least  enquiring  into  our  situation  could  not 
but  be  apparent.  He  knew  it  would  be 
said  that  nobody  was  with  him,  that  the 
country  was  against  him,  and  did  not  wish 
that  the  cause  of  Spain  should  be  aban* 
doned.  Neither  would  he  wish  it  if  he 
saw  any  likelihood  of  rendering  the  Spa- 
nish cause  effectual  service.  Might  we  not 
try  what  could  be  done  by  peace  ?  In  the 
speeches  from  the  throne  we  heard  not  a 
word  of  peace ;  but  ought  not  the  House 
to  enquire  if  something  might  not  be  ef- 
fected by  a  pacific  spirit  ?  It  was  true  he^ 
had  heard  the  right  hon.  gentleman  op- 
posite declare  that  he  had  no  personal 
objection  to  treat  with  Buonaparte.  He 
hoped  not,  but  then,  why  was  so  much 
said  about  his  mala  fides  f  If  a  country 
ought  never  to  make  peace  with  bad  mo- 
narchs,  why  did  our  ancestors  make  peace 
with  Louis  ]  4tb,  at  the  time  be  was  op- 
pressing thia  very  country  of  Spain,  and 
the  Palatinate  ?  Why  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple, had  the  continental  powers  made 
peace  with  this  country  during  the  usur- 
pation of  Cromwell  ?  Might  they  not  have 
taunted  him  with  having  murdered  his 
royal  master,  and  with  being  a  canting 
hypocrite?  If  they  had  done  so,  would 
£lngland  have  tolerated  such  language  I 
And  why  then  should  we  use  such  taunting 
expression  at  present,  the  only  effect  of 
which  must  be  to  excite  useless  irritation  ? 
At  no  period  of  our  history  would  peace 
with  any  of  the  Bourbons  have  been  at  all 
more  to  berejiedonin  point  of  continuance, 
than  would  peace  with  Buonaparte  at  the 
present  moment.  Then  why  not  meet 
him  in  the  spirit  of  peace  ?  He  might  per- 
haps be  told  that  Buonapari6  would  not 
give  up  Joseph  ?  How  could  our  govern- 
ment know  this  if  they  did  not  try ;  and 
was  not  the  object  worth  trying  for  ?  He 
yrns  anxious  not  to  compromise  in  the 
smalkit  degree  the  honour  and  integrity 
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of  tb«  oeunMry;  but  fUU  be  co«ld  not 
agree  ibat  (be  preient  ayilem  sboold  be 
perfevered  in,  without  aa  Endeavour  to 
see  what  could  be  doBe  towards  precoriog 
peace. 

He  iKHir  came*  he  said,  to  a  pari  of  the 
subject  to  which  be  felt  b»iiiself  nach 
more  warmly,  more  aaxtoasly  alive.  His 
ihooghu  imperceptibly  drew  him  to  Amer 
rica ;  and  be  ceald  not  help  asking*  "  wbjr 
Bot  try  what  conciliation  will  do  there  r' 
The  two  coQiitries  were  formed  for  friend** 
ship  with  each  otiier,-4iabito  and  man^ 
9ers  nearly  assimilating/  and  mntaal  in* 
terest  loudly  calling  out  lo  run  into  each 
others  anrn  :— -it  seemed  to  him  there  was 
nothing  to  ke^  tbem  asunder,  but  a  false 
pride.  If  this  counury  chose  to  <  onciliate 
America  by  repealing  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
€il>  an  opening  would  once  more  be  given 
to  our  commerce  and  manufactures.  This 
wfts  a  measure  peculiarly  required  for  the 
preservation  and  the  prosperity  of  ibe 
eoUntry .  Alas !  if  we  talked  of  the  pros* 
perity  of  the  country  at  the  presem  mo* 
ment».where  was  it  to  be  found  ?  In  a  high 
minded  aristocracy?  No;  onr  nobility  were 
•ontent  to  bide  their  heads  in  retirement  or 
seek  refuge  at  a  watering  place,  instead  of 
keeping  open  house,  end  shewing  the 
smcient  English  bespitolity.  Was  it  to 
be  found  among  oyr  capitaHsu?  Not  in 
the  great  commercial  capitalist,  for  be  was 
obliged  U  lie  on  his  oars.  Not  in  the 
aesaU  capitalist,  for  though  true  it  was, 
that  bis  thirst  for  speculation  to  new  cole* 
aiea  had  swelled  the  columns  of  the  ex- 
port and  import  list,  yet  that  thirst  famd 
miso  contributed  to  swell  the  columns  of 
the  gacette.  Was  it  then  to  be  found  in 
the  manufacturing  classes  ?— Ceruinly 
BOt !  for  sad  experience  had  shewn  to  what 
distresses  they  were  reduced,  living  on 
riot,  end  organizing  their  proceedings  in 
a  manner  the  most  astonbhing.  Was  it 
10  be  found  in  the  trade  by  licences,  86 
burtfttl  in  iuelf»  and  so  disgracefoUy 
abused  ?  Or,  lastly,  was  it  to  be  found  in 
the  total  disappearance  of  th%  legal  cur- 
rent coin  of  the  realm  ?  An  enl  which 
bad  grown  to  such  a  height,  that  we  might 
expect,  if  the  system  were  peraefered  in, 
to  see  our  circulsting  medium  more  de- 
based even  than  that  iron  money  which 
bad  caused. such  complaints  in  Sweden. 
He  declared  that  be  bai  no  intention  to 
exaggerate  in  his  sutemthu:  In  hit  Bgures 
he  knew  he  was  conreot;  in  his  senti* 
menu  he  bad  at  least  the  merit  of  siooe- 
fity;   and  iru  this  system,  pirmmd  m 
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\6mp  stiU  to  ba  parseverad  im?  BtmoMr 
said  it  wae^  ao  far  at  least  aa  Spam  mm 
concerned,  end  that  the  right  boa.  fenttoi 
man  was  etiU  to  oaodaci  it«  Far  lba% 
right  hon.  gentleman  he  bad  «  greaapem 
sonal  respect,  but  the  system  be  was  pm^ 
suing  was  m  bad  one.  £wv  bsBeicial 
measure  proposed  bv  that  rig^t  hoB.  mm* 
Ueosaa  shouM  have  bis  snpport,  bat  wbea 
he  codaceited  a  measure  to  be  ii^arion^ 
be  meet  do  bis  dnCv  by  opposisji^  ik  Oft 
the  present  oceaMo,  if  the  rigba  boii« 
gentleman  fulfilled  bis  dnty  to  ^he  eo«i<« 
try,  he  would  agree  that  tbe  House  abaaM 
go  into  a  cooMnlttee  to  consider  of  tbe  «■• 
precedented  aituatiefi  in  which  tbe  maaiea 
was  placed.  If  the  right  boa.  Mutleaaaa 
r^isted  this  proposition,  thea  the  Honaa 
ought  to  addteu  tbe  Prince  Bageal,  to 
inform  his  Royal  Highnem  tbaa  be  mm 
wrong  in  surrendering  his  own  jodgaaeat 
to  those  who  couBsaUed  him  to  persevere 
in  the  present  system  ;■  ■  that  oecoBoaay 
was  absolutoly  necessary  for  the  preaem* 
tien  of  the  country ;— that  reform  in  everfi 
department  was  lendly  required;  and 
that  a  centionaace  of  tbeexiating  order  of 
things  would  evertorn  the  constitutioB, 
fund  with  it  the  throne,  which  his  Beyal 
Highness  was  called  upon  to  filK  It  wonid 
be  the  duty  of  the  House  to  state  these 
things  to  his  Royal  Highnem,  in  reepectM 
yet  in  firm  and  bold  torms.  For  himself  ba 
should  not  have  discharged  his  duty  if  be 
had  not,  though  aa  humble  iodividaal, 
ventured  on  the  task  which  -he  bad  atom 
executed.  If  we  did  not  agree  to  take  n 
review  of  our  sitoutioa,  the  result  aMSt  be 
ruin.  To  avoid  this  was  the  object  of  his 
motion.  He  begged  forgiveaeas  of  tbe 
House  for  having  trespassed  so  loag  en 
their  indulgence;  but  he  was  conscioes 
thet  in  what  he  had  said  he  had  been  ae^ 
tuated  by  a  sense  of  ^ty,  end  by  the 
purest  motives.  He  concluded  by  awv^ 
ing  "  That  this  House  will  reaolva  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hease,  to 
take  into  considentioB  tbe  Stateaf  the  Na« 
tion." 

Mr.  Tkhe  rose  to  second  tbe  raotioB. 
He  said,  that  be  would  not  tench  on  all 
the  tepica  which  had  been  elucidated  W 
his  hen  friend,  but  content  himself  wttL 
an  humbler  fiight.  He  wouM not  foliowhfie 
ben  friend  into  every  regiea  of  the  #orM 
through  which  be  had  w^nil^ved,  to  tbed#* 
light  and  instroeiion  of  tbaaeHrho  bad  iba 
good  fortone  to  hear  bis  ormtioo ;  .baa 
would  eenfine  hiaMelf  to  thamwa  of  ^ 
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Wmitlf  t» 
to  anmiBM  tb«  Imloird 
TrtMorv  frtn  tba  goktea  dIrcMM 
vitktil  his  ptllow,  wnd  u>  wdmoa^  Inai 
iImii  if  ever  ihcm  wt»  a  ttSM  wlMn  il  wm 
mcwDbtnt  on  vs  lo^  kick  iv4tb  » ttedAtft 
#3^  ott  our  risoiircvi,  it  was  the  praatnt. 
All  that  the  right  hod.  gastleaMti  teetted 
to  think  the  Home  had  to  4o  waa  to  for- 
siah  hifltwi^them^tandflManafor  the 
anpphea  be  wasted,  if  the  geiitleoiea 
who  aat  in  that  Hooie  were  meed  the 
ropreaentatiim  of  the  people^  thev  ahooM 
doljr  inqeire  wheAer  the  people  were 
really  able  toafibrd  th4ae  toau  of  which 
they  were  dratoed  by  votes  of  that  House, 
witheot  the  kait  attentioQ  to  ceoonoaiy. 
Ooeof the  prhidpal duties  of  the  rapre- 
aoBtatites  ot  the  people  was  to  aaeertaia 
what  were  the  resoorces  of  the  eoomry, 
aad  giro  inforasatioo  thereof  to  miniatera. 
Throogh  socfa  a  channel  alone  cooM  ml- 
nistera  obtain  proper  information  on  that 
aob|ect^from  the  cteatarea  by  whoan 
they  were  sonKHHided  they  coald  net 
obtain  it;  they  were  interested  in  the 
•ontinoanoe  of  a  war,  and  the  move 
iiOerested  tbe  more  expensite  it  was, 
and  tke  more  niinoos  to  ^  cotmtry. 
The  «PBt  head  of  the  fatal  systean  we 
were  parsoing  which  he  weald  notice, 
was  the  war.  He  recollected  to  hate 
read  in  the  papers^  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  that  France  woald  soon 
become  bankrupt;  that  it  was  a  war  of 
finance  we  were  waging,  and  that  in  a 
abort  time  the  ensmy  coold  net  afibrd  to 
haTo  a  single  yessel  on  the  face  of  the 
ooeam  ^  What  were  we  now  told  by  the 
minister  ^  Why,  that  France  was  possessed 
of  one  hundred  sail  of  the  line,  and  that 
nothing  bat  tbe  want  of  seamen  prevented 
the  French  from  coming  over  to  this  coen- 
try»  Now  we  knew  bm  too  well  that  the 
ontrage  at  Copenhagen  had  recruited  the 
French  navy,  and  that  with  tbe  most 
hardy  and  the  boldest  sailors  in  Enrope. 
The  conscription  in  Holland  bad  added 
considerably  to  its  strength,  and  we  were 
now  about  to  giro  a  still  fbrther  angmen- 
tation  in  the  whole  power  of  the  Amerl- 
can  nary ;  at  least,  if  we  did  not,  it  would 
net  be  the  isalt  of  the  minister.  The  pro- 
bsMe  state  of  the  French  naty.  In  a 
yery  short  period  of  time,  wooM  be 
todeed  formidable,  and  the  sute  of  the 
French  land  forces  was  actnally  sdcb. 
'Buommr^  had  two  large  armies  ready 
lev  dbttsift  oMNrtiena.     Onfawmnber. 
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be  codd  4ireet  the  whole  of 
his  military  teco  to  any  single  objeot 
he  might  wish*  to  aocompMsh;  mni  wh6 
ooald  denbt  that  the  ol^ect  nssrsst  hil 
heart  wia4he  deitructioo  of 'this  coun^ 
try  f  And  what  was  the  situation  of  this 
ceontry  that  wtt  to  meet  soch  bostiw 
Iky  ?  It  appeared  that  tbera  was  a  de^ 
iciency  in  the  consolidated  fond  to 
the  amount,  as  stated  by  ministeis,  of 
il,800/XM.  hot  in  reality  of  9  millions  and 
a  half.  Great  as  that  defect  was,  was  there 
any  liheliheod  that  we  should  not  find  it 
in  a  short  time  much  greater,^*-thait  th« 
fund  wouM  not  decrease  in  aomeihing 
more  than  an  arithmetical  ration  CooM 
it  be  eonsidared  without  dutnay  that  bf 
the  Orders  in  Council  our  tra^e  with  Ame«> 
rica  was  completely  put  down,  a  trade 
which  enabled  us  to  export  to  the  amoufft 
of  mere  than  lH  millions  of  our  most  prefit«> 
able  manufactures,  while  our  returns  ^so 
Were  made  in  the  most  proitable  manner, 
partly  in  raw  materials,  and  partly  by  billa 
of  exchange;  obtained  by  the  re-expor^k 
tation  of  our  manafaotures  to  the  continent 
of  Europe.  It  was  chiefly  owing  tot^ 
loss  of  this  taluable  trade»  that  the  pi^co 
of  bulHon  had  risen  to  an  extent,  such  a$ 
bad  created  an  alarm  that  had  net  yet 
subsided,  nor  was  it  reasonable  to  expect 
it  would  soon  subside.  Tbe  want  of  boW 
lion  was  likelT  to  be  sererely  felt,  iot  we 
certainly  could  not.pay  with  paper  for  tbe 
quantity  of  com  we  should  have  to  inmort, 
to  f^ed  our  starring  manofartorert.  Here 
was  a  subject  not  to  be  contemplated  but 
withtlismay.  An  insurrection  was  raging 
in  the  heart  of  the  country,  and  this  was 
not  (he  less  alarming  because  the  insur- 
gents acted  on  a  mistaken  notion.  B* 
they  thought  machinery  prejudicial  to 
their  ioteresu,  and  proceeded  to  iu  d«*> 
struction,  and  thus  to  the  destruction  of 
the  manufactures,  tbe  sources  of  our  n»> 
tional  wealth  would  be  dried  up— fbr  thos* 
sources  were  to  be  found  in  tbe  labour  of 
our  population,  spite  of  the  ingenioos  doo^ 
trines  of  the  French  econemiits,  towards 
which  ministers  were  now  be^nning  lo 
turn  so  fisvourable  an  eye.  And  what  bad 
been  done  to  remedy  the  evil  ?  The  bu» 
siness  bad  been  wholly  neglected  for  sht 
weeks  after  the  parliament  had  mec«  and 
then  no  remedy  could  be  derised  but  tbe 
bimgling  one  of  making  the  offence  capi- 
tal. Now  ft  was  well  known  that  conyic* 
tion  was  much  more  dittcuU  when  the 
a(Htnl ;  sh  that  tfMre  irtk 
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mm%  progini  BMd«  rather  towitdiUM 
^zatperatioa  tbtn  the  curt  of  the  eyil ; 
and,  really*  ezperieBce  was*  here  along 
with  theory,  for*  while  the  Bill  was  pasa^ 
log  into  a  law,  the  ipirit  of  insurrecttoo 
hm  extended  itself,  and  tidinga  had  been 
receif  ed  thai  much  havoc  had  been  made 
in  the  machinery  of  the  wooUen  maaufiftc- 
tore*  But  was  it  any  wonder  that  people 
ahould  be  driven  to  desperation,  and  in 
their  frenzy  destroy  the  very  funds  to 
which  they  might  look  for  the  support  of 
•nch  existence  as  they  might  yet  enjoy  ? 
He  wished  gentlemen  to  consider  seriously 
the  facts  that  had  transpired  with  respect 
to  the  population  of  Liverpool.  A  com- 
mittee had  been  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  state  of  the  poor  in  that  town,  and  the 
iresult  of  their  inquiries  was»  that  there  bad 
been  in  one  month,  namely  January,  1812, 
no  increase  of  from  a,000  to  15,S50.  Now; 
if  throughout  the  whole  kingdom,  there 
was  a  corresponding  increase,  and  if  the 
he^  indeed  the  only  remedy  which  had 
been  devised  were  a  halter,  for  this  kiad 
of  engine  for  appeasing  hunger  there 
promised*  unfortunately,  to  be  ample  em* 
ployment ;  and  he  waaof  opinion,  thst 
ministen  could  not  be  too  expeditious  in 
proposing;  bounties  for  the  growth  of  hemp; 
and  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  were  to 
make  a  tour  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  our 
greMi  manufacturing  towns,  however  orna- 
mental his  present  escort  might  be,  he 
was  sure  that  on  such  an  occasion  it  would 
be  very  appropriately  changed  for  a  gib- 
bet.— There  was  another  topic  on  which 
be  could  not  touch  without  the  deepest  re- 

Set  that  so  great  a  scandal  should  exist 
e  was  much,  grieved  to  see  the  name  of 
the  sovereign  of  the  country  thrust  into 
the  public  papers,  and  made  the  "  com- 
mon show  and  gase  o'  the  time/^  He  al- 
luded to  the  Letter  which  the  Prince  Re- 
gent had  been  made  to  address  to  thte  lords 
firenville  and  Grey.  There  was  no  act 
which  the  sovereign  could  do  for  which, 
by  the  constitution  of  this  country,  some 
adviser  or  another  was  not  responsible; 
and  could  the  practical  effecU  or  this  safe- 
guard, which  the  constitution  had  provid- 
od  for  the  subject^  be  any  where  more 
desirable  than  where  the  sovereign  had 
been,  as  it  were,  trepanned  by  advice  of 
the  most  insidious  and  treacherous  nature? 
Why,  the  Prince  had  been  made  a  sort  of 
flo-between  to  parties,  a  mediator  between 
notions,  a  thing  quite  unheard  of  hereto- 
fore* Many  overtures  for  a  coalition  had 
bean  made  from  one  party  to  another— 


Sit  flomm  AtttonV  MiMum  [lOOi: 

the  rei|;ii  of  hii  present  Mi^v  had  beea 
rather  fortile  in  such  events,  but  no  one 
had  ever  pfiemaKd  to  make  bis  Majesty  m 
go-between  on  those  oceastons.  But  it 
was  natural  to  anticipate  bad  advice  on 
this  point,  from  a  consideration  of  lhead« 
vice  which  had  been  given  on  two  occa^ 
sions  before.  The  first  advice  which  hia 
Royal  Highness  had  received,  wu  to 
iuoe  a  pn^amation  against  the  Catholica 
of  Iceland— against  a  people  who  had  ever 
evinced  the  most  duteous  and  ^trenuooa 
affection  towards  bis  Koyal  Hiffhnesa  The 
next  unfortunate  owasare  to  which  he  had 
beea  counselled,  was  to  select,  aa  a  reward 
for  an  individual  of  his  hoaiehold,an  offica 
which  lay  under  a  parliamentary  inter- 
dict—an office,  for  the  salary  of  which 
parliament  had  now  refused  a  supply  ;-and 
this,  as  though  it  were  the  wish  of  these 
sage  and  modest  counsellors  to  ioauk  the 
people  whom  they  oppressed ;  for  it  most 
be  obvious  that  there  was,  in  the  ample 
storehouse  of  official  dignity  and  emolu- 
ment at  their  command,  means  sufficient 
to  remunerate  any  services  without  having 
recourse  to  that*  the  appointment  to  which 
had  been  so  properly  marked  with  the 
stigma  oS  public  ditapprobatioa.  If  hb 
Royal  Highness  continued  to  receive  ad- 
vice of  so  pernicious  a  nature,  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  say  where  the  evils  would  stop 
which  it  would  bring  upon  himself  and 
upon  the  country.  There  had  been  a  for- 
mer offi^r  made  to  the  lords  Grey  and  Gren- 
ville  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  without 
the  intervention  of  a  go-between— this  was 
rejected.  These  noble  lords  could  not  be 
brought  to  approve  the  conduct  of  minis- 
ters, and  he  could  not  conceive  how  any 
man  or  set  of  men  could  bring  themselves 
to  renew  an  offer  which  had  been  treated 
with  so  much  contempt.  This  sort  of  im- 
portunity in  private  life  would  be  consi- 
dered an  insult,  and  he  did  not  aee  any 
reason  why  it  should  be  tolerated  in  public 
life.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  and  his 
coliea^es  perhaps  thought  that  lorda 
GrenviUeand  Grey  were  capable  of  a  do^ 
reliction  of  principle,  judging,  if  the  sup- 
position were  not  uncharitalNe,  from  the 
monitor  in  their  own  bosoms;  but  if 
they  could  have  accepted  the  olSfer  which 
was  made  them,  there  must  have  been  not 
only  a  lack  of  principle,  in  those  noble 
lords,  but  a  lack  of  sense.  •  But  possibly 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  thought  thik 
the  brilliant  success  by  which  the  enter- 

E'aes    planned    and    aMeaipted  ^^iBd«r 
auspicea  had 
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80  dazzled  the  noble  lords,  that  they  would 
wkhout  hesitation  forego  their  principles, 
and  give  up  their  friends  (or  the  honour 
of  engaging  under  his  banners'  in  parlia- 
mentary warfare.  He  cbnfessed,  however, 
that  he  could  not  discover  any  thing  in 
the  conduct  of  ministers,  since  the  former 
ofifer,  which  could  induce  these  noble 
lords  to  fall  in  love  with  them.  The  ex- 
pedition to  Walcheren  could  not— to  Wal- 
cheren,  where  our  army  had  been  left  to 
rot  and  perish,  while  the  port  of  Flushing 
was  full  of  transports.  The  evacuation  of 
the  island  had  been  determined  on,  be- 
cause ministers  could  not  determine  among 
themselves,  who  was  to  be  appointed  to 
the  office  from  which  the  necessary  direc- 
tions were  to  issue.  Every  one  of  the 
i  1,000  men  who  had  perished  there,  had 
in  his  opinion  been  as  much  murdered  as 
if  he  had  been  thrown  into  the  sea.  As 
to  the  conduct  pursued  with  respect  to 
America,  he  would  now  abstain  from  sav- 
ing any  thing,  inasmuch  as  the  season  ror 
discussing  that  topic  was  said  not  to  be 
arrived  ;  but  still  there  was  no  reason  to 
presume  that  the  termination  of  the  pend^^ 
ing  negociations  would  exhibit  a  depth  of 
wisdom  sufficient  to  captivate  the  noble 
lords,  and  make  them  anxious  to  enter 
into  a  political  connexion  with  the  right 
hon.  gentleman.  Ministers  could  not  be 
aaid  to  be  entitled  to  much  praise  for  the 
capture  of  Java,  or  that  of  Ciodad  Ro- 
drigo ;  the  former  of  these,  in  particular, 
had  been  reduced  by  measures  planned  by 
lord  Minto,  before  any  instructions  for 
the  expedition  had  been  received  from 
this  country.  As  to  Sicily,  any  thing 
useful  that  had  been  done  in  that  country 
might  be  fairly  attributed  to  a  noble  lord, 
who  had  recently  quitted  office  (marquis 
VVellesley)  and,  as  he  had  occasion  to 
mention  that  noble  lord,  he  would  say, 
that  as  he  had  quitted  office  because  he 
would  not  pledge  himself  to  resist  the 
Catholic  claims,  it  followed,  as  a  corollary, 
that  the ,  individual  by  whom  he  was  re- 
placed, must  have  so  pledged  himself; 
and  this  was  a  circumstance,  of  which  he 
hoped  for  an  explanation  in  the  course  of 
the  debate.  But  while  so  much  had  been 
dono  for  Sicily^  he  could  not  forbear  ex- 
pressing a  hope,  that  the  state  of  Malta, 
m  which  a  severe  system  of  oppression 
was  carried  on  witheot  controul,  would  re- 
ceive the  attention  of  parliament. — The 
next  place,  from  their  conduct  towards 
the  iqhabitfmu  of  which,  be  presumed  the 
gentlemen  oppoiite  conld  scarcely  expect. 


to  derive  credit  in  the  minds  of  the  noble 
lonih,  was  Ireland.  Here  they  had  re-* 
cently  issued  a  proclamation,  the  most 
unconstitutional  that  had  ever  been  issued 
since  the  House  of  Hanover  had  beeil 
placed  upon  the  throne.  The  general  use 
of  a  proclamation  was  to  direct  the  exe*^ 
cution  of  the  law,  but  this  went  to  extend 
the  law ;  and,  if  the  principle  were  ad* 
mitted,  a  proclamation  migot  as  well  be 
issued  to  suspend  the  law,  a  measure  for 
the  having  recourse  to  which  James  tha 
second  lost  his  crown.  The  Catholic 
Committee  had  commenced  their  sitdng 
on  the  2nd  of  July,  and  on  the  30th  tha 
proclamation  was  issued,  and  for  thie 
delay  it  would  be  difficult  to  assign  any 
proper  motive.  The  sitting  continued  for 
a  month,  during  which  time  the  instru* 
ment  slept  quietly  under  Dr.  Dutgenan's 
cushion.  He  could  not  let  the  name  of 
this  respectable  personage  pass  without  a 
remark  on  his  conduct.  When  elevated 
to  the  dignity  of  a  privy  counsellor  ha 
had  promised  to  be  silent  in  the  cabinet 
on  all  that  regarded  the  Catholic  cause ; 
but  when  an  indictment  was  to  be  pre* 
ferred  against  the  whole  body,  he  could 
not  by  any  possible  exertion  keep  himsetf 
quiet.  Till  the  issuing  of  the  procla- 
mation, the  discontents  of  the  Catholics 
had  slumbered  in  their  ashes ;  it  was  in- 
deed  a  slumber  easily  broken.  He  trusted 
that  the  table  would  groan  with  Petitions 
from  the  English  Catholics  in  support  of 
the  Roman  Catholics.  When  a  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  W.  Pole)  on  a  former  even- 
ing, introduced  the  name  of  major  Bryan 
to  the  House,  he  ought  at  the  same  time 
to  have  stated  who  he  was*  He  ought 
to  have  stated,  that  major  Bryan  was  a 
gentleman  of  considerable  influence,  great 
merit,  and  distinguished  loyalty,  who, 
having  entered  the  army,  had  risen  to  the 
rank  of  a  captain.  He  wanted  to  pur- 
chase a  majority  in  the  service,  but  had 
been  forbidden  to  do  so.  In  consequence 
of  this,  he  had  found  himself  obliged  tp 
quit  the  regiment  in  which  he  had  served^ 
and  that  too  at  a  thne  when  he  could  not 
help  seeing  many  foreign  Catholics  in 
higher  situations  than  any  to  which  he 
had  aspired.  If  that  officer  had  conti- 
nued in  the  army,  he  might  probably 
now  have  ranked  very  high  in  the  pro- 
fession. He  did  not  wish  at  pre^nt  to  go 
into  the  discussion  of  the  Catholic  ques- 
tion (he  thought  it  would  be  ^  better  de- 
forred  till  after  the  Catholic  petition  had 
beea  present^)  tenrithed  them  to  look 
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m  Um  pr^mit  tuu  of  tUt  co«auy»  al  iti 
CfHniterce*  manufiMrtaret,  aod  rtreoneif 
Tb«  siUiAtton  to  wiiicb  thfte  were  re* 
4uce<i»  however,  it  thould  teenu  was  not 
fofficient  for  the  •mhitioaof  the  present 
mpiflry,  and  they  were  now  about  to 
MTflay  in  arms  against  as  another  qnlrter 
^  tna- globe*  ami  this  too  at  an  mm  when 
we  were  engafled  in  an  anproBtable  war, 
wbtn  we  oonla  entertain  little  hope  of  ol- 
limatelv  gaining  that  for  which  we  had 
lief  n  w^iOf  »  and  when  there  was  no 
prDbabiiity  tf  the  contest  being  brooght 
to  a  c^n^lnsion,  bat  throoffh  our  impotence 
to  continue  it.  If  at  soon  a  crisb  minis- 
Ian  rafnsed  to  go  into  a  committea  on  the 
ttalorof  the  Nation,  it  coqld  not  but  be 
aiid  that  they  had  broaght  the  country 
into  such  a  situation  that  they  wished  to 
)m  blind  to  it,  that  they  were  at  once 
afraid  of  looking  on  tt^e  evil,  and  inca-* 
|mUo  of  supplying  a  remedy. 

Mr.  Xokimm  said,  be  did  not  think  the 
topics  which  had  been  touched  upon  in 
aupport  of  tba  motion,  wore  snch-as  ren^ 
wed  it  necessary  for  him  to  enter  into 
any  long  discussion  of  their  merits.  It 
was  not,  therefore,  his  intention  to  follow 
the  hon.  baronot  in  his  progress  round  the 
work!,  nor  the  hon.  member  who  had  se» 
conded  km,  in  that  course  which  he  had 
pursued,  and  which  he  had  commenced 
his  speech  by  stating  it  was  his  intention 
cautiously  to  sToid.  He  could  not  agree, 
however,  that  the  mode  which  was  pro- 
posed on  this  occasion  was  an  expedient 
form  of  proceeding,  nor  did  the  views 
which  he  took  on  the  subject  lead  him 
to  an  opinion,  that  any  proceeding  of 
this  kind  was  at  all  advisable.  He  re« 
ipirded  the  motion  of  the  hon.  baronet, 
mdeed,  as  one  which  would  place  the 
House  in  a  situation  of  all  others  the 
most  embarrassing.  He  knew,  indeed, 
that  similar  motions  had  been  often  before 
made,  and  he  knew  too,  that  they  had 
celdom  or  never  been  acceded  to»  He 
believed  that  such  motions  had  been  ge* 
ncralLy  rejected  on  grounds  that  appeared 
to  his  mind  ^uitc  satisfactory.  It  would 
at  least  be  a  more  intelligible  proposition 
if,  instead  of  this  eitended  inquiry,  in* 
Tolving  amidst  an  infinite  variety  of  ques- 
tiQn%  many  not  only  of  the  most  im« 
porlant  am|  interesting  bnl  of  the  meet 
delioato  oaturOf  somespacific  proposition 
upon  a  dietsnct  sd^ject  had  been  lob* 
nutted,  and  the  Houae  leqaired  to  tako  it 
Into  consideintasiii,  Aicb  an  im|uiry  ai 
tbaHonaawaaicer  aalM  npaft  loaitar 
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mto,  embraced  not  only  quaitinns  wineis 
had  been  the  sulyect  pf  past,  but  many 
that,  were  to  form  the  subject  of  futum 
discussions.  Among  these  was  the  stat« 
of  Ireland,  and  the  considerations  con- 
nected  with  that  country,  which  he  did 
not  nee  the  Dossibility  of  taking  out  of 
the  reach  ana  Tiew  of  a  committoo  so  ap^ 
pointed. — A  motion  bad  lately  been  made 
by  an  hon.  menrf>er,  he  bad  no  doubt 
with  the  best  intentions,  for  the  produotioQ 
of  papers  relative  to  the  diffiirences  witJb 
America,  and  these  papers  had  been  ror 
fused.  Was  the  House,  then,  to  be  per« 
suaded  to  do  that  which  it  so  lately 
thought  it  improper  to  do?  It  was  not- in- 
consistent, he  admitted,  in  those  ham 
members  who  supported  that  UMition,  la 
wish  for  an  enquvy  that  would  aeoeso 
sarily  involve  the  former,  but  it  certainlgp 
was  a  just  consideration  to  press  upon  lb 
House  which  had  pronounced  it  iaezpo* 
dient. — ^There  was  another  point  of  i» 
nite  magnitude,  and  of  near  relation  to 
the  last,  which  could  not,  any  more  than 
the  other  questions,  be  excluded  from  the 
attention  of  a  committee  sitting  in  review 
of  the  whole  foreign  and  domestic  si* 
tuation,  and  interests  of  the  country; 
namely^  the  Orders  in  C!ouncil.  An  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Brougham) 
whom  he  did  not  then  see  in  his  place,  of 
great  talents  and  extensive  information, 
bad  given  notice  of  bringing  this  subject 
before  the  Houso^  and  was  it  therefore 
incumbent  on  the  House  to  anticipate  that 
discussion  which  would  naturally  take 
place  in  its  proper  time  ?  As  to  the  ge* 
neral  aspect  of  afiairsb  he  really  coold  not 
bring  himself  to  view  them  in  the  same 
gloomy  light  as  the  hon.  mover  and  se- 
conder of  Uie  proposition  before  the  House» 
He  was  for  from  havinig  any  wish  to  dia- 
fluise  the  difficulties  of  the  country,  and 
tar  from  any  disposition  to  shut  his  eyes 
to  its  dangers.  It  was  his  desire  to  look 
them  in  the  foce,  not  indeed  by  a  con- 
fession of  weakness,  but  by  an  exertion 
of  strength.  It  was#  he  believdl  he  might 
assume,  pretty  generally  admitted,  iMt 
the  war  in  which  we  were  engaged  vraa 
one  into  which  we  had  been  fomd  (hear, 
hear !  from  the  Opposiijop  benches).  He 
imagined  he  understood  tbe  meaatng  ef 
that  cry.  But  he  was  justified,  he  cobf 
ceived,  in  at  least  saying,  that  the  eown- 
tiy  at  large  wan  salisfifd  of  the  necessity 
of  the  war  at  the  ported  of  its  commepcsH 
ment,  as  well  as  at  the  eubseqoent  pCriedl 
fortbcmafHiatmiferpea^e.    The  mdf 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1009] 


m  lie  State  qfOe  Natknu 


Fu.  27,  1812;' 


[1010 


thing  tbftt  renained  to  be  considered,  was 
how  best  to  carry  on  the  war.  Was  it 
by  adopting  an  oflensiTe  or  defensive 
system  of  warfare,  that  the  country  en- 
joyed the  surer  prospect  of  succeeding  in 
its  objects  ?  It  appeared  to  him  that  the 
former  was  the  more  advisable  policy ; 
and  it  had  been  well  characterised,  in 
contrast  to  the  opposite  system,  by  one 
of  the  ablest  writers  on  our  rotUtary  rela* 
lions 'and  resources,  as  a  war  of  hope 
against  a  war  of  fear.  If  they  looked 
back  into  the  history  of  our  wars,  abund- 
ant evidence  might  be  found  of  the  :8upe- 
riority  of  the  former  policy  over  the 
latter.  Let  the  House  look  to  the  wars 
in  which  this  country  was  engaged  during 
the.  reign  of  queen  Anne,  and  ask  them- 
selves whether,  if  the  chilling  counsels 
of  the  hon.  baronet  had  been  acted  upon 
—if  it  bad  been  held  impracticable  at 
once  to  maintain  an  army  on  the  Danube; 
and  another  on  the  £bro,  the  objects  of 
that  war  would  have  been  accomplished 
in  the  manner  in  which  they  had  been  ? 
At  least,  if  they  had  not  been  fully  accom- 
Dlished,  their  failure  was  to  be  attri- 
buted to  an  unlbrtonate  change  of  policy. 
In  the  Seven  Years  war,  as  it  was  gene* 
rally  called,  when  the  king  of  Prussia  was 
threatened  by  a  coalition  of  the  most  for- 
midable nature,  the  British  government 
stood  boldly  and  actively  forward  in  his 
support  We  united  our  strength  to  his, 
and  he  was  mainteined  against  all  the 
embarrassments  and  the  perils  of  his  situa- 
tion. We  were  sucoessful ;  and  the  king 
of  Prussia  was  not  ruined,  because  he  did 
not  despair.  We  acted  on  principles  of 
the  wisest  policy,  beoaose  we  acted  upon 
that  feeling  of  perseverance,  and  that  un- 
conquerable energy  of  mind  which  find 
in  danger  itself  the  source  of  their  growth 
and  vigour.  He  recollected,  too,  that  at 
a  more  recent  period— in  1803,  when  new 
plans  were  in  execution  for  extending  a 
general  system  of  home  defence,  it  was 
a  frequent  reproach  to  the  government, 
at  that  time,  that  they  neglected  a  more 
important  and  efficient  line  of  poHcy  in 
nreparing  for  plans  of  foreign  warfare. 
It  could,  however,  hardly  be  said,  that  we 
had  not  of  late  acted  efficiently  upon 
this  principle.  After  triumphing  over 
France,  wherever  we  had  contended  with 
her,  and  sweeping  her  flag  from  three 
quarters)  of  the  globe,  was  it  advisable  to 
atop  suddenly  short  in  this  career,  and 
withhold  the  means  of  future  victory  ? 
When  the  present  war  in  Spain  first  broke 
(VOL.  XXI.) 


out,  there  never  perhaps  existed  in  tfa« 
country  so  strong  and  universal  a  senti* 
ment  in  favjoor  of  granting  to  that  nation 
oTery  assistance,  and  in  every  mode.  He 
did  not  feel  it  necessary  to  go  with  the 
hon.  baronet  through  the  two  first  cam- 
paigns; but  supposing  there  had  been 
errors  in  the  manner  in  which  they  had 
been  conducted,  were  those  errors  ta 
plead  for  a  correction  of,  or  to  be  adduced 
as  arguments  against  the  policy  itself? 
Was  the  system  to  be  entirely  condemned 
on  account  of  a  few  accidental  defects  ? 
There  certainly  had  prevailed  a^reat  varie« 
ty  of  opinion  in  the  House,  as  to^he  most 
expedient  mode  of  carrying  on  the  war 
in  the  peninsula,  and  among  other 'scbemea 
the  hon.  baronet  himself  had,  he  believed* 
his  plan  of  a  campaign.  If  he  recollected 
rightly,  the  hon.  baranet  wished  to  begin 
his  operations  in  Catelonia;  but  it  waa 
quite  impossible  that,  after  landing  an 
army  there,  he  should  have  advised  ite 
recall  whenerer  the  moment  arrived  o£ 
its  being  in  danger.  It  might  be  urged 
undoubtedly,  that  we  had  met  with  some 
reverses— that  we  had  been  sometimes 
disappointed— but  was  it  a  solkl  objection 
to  the  continuance  of  a  just  and  expedient 
war  that  we  had  not  been  invariably  suc- 
cessful ?  Was  this  an  argument  for  de^* 
serting  a  contest  in  which  our  best  in- 
terests, no  less  than  our  truest  glory,  were 
at  stake  ?  He  would  wish  to  asl^  how-, 
ever,  had  France  herself  found  the  strug- 
gle so  light  and  her  object  so  easily  at« 
tained,  as  to  inspire  her  with  very  san* 
guine  hopes  ?  He  firmly  believed  that 
the  French  emperor  was  never  engaged  in 
any  struggle  of  which  he  so  heartily  repent- 
edas  of  the  war  in  Spain.  There  were  fea^ 
tures  in  it  that  rendered  it  perfectiv  dia^ 
tinct  from  the  former  campaigns  and  ope- 
rations of  the  French  armies.  Let  them 
compare  the  progress  of  Buonaparte's  arms 
in  every  other  country,  with  bis  acbiere- 
ments  in  the  peninsula.  In  other  conn^ 
tries  twelve  months  had  generally  been 
found  sufficient,  to  annihilate  the  armed 
population.  He  had  now  been  engaged 
four  yeara  in  the  vain  attempt  of  subduing 
the  Spanish  people.  What  had  been  hia 
predictions  during  that  period,  and  how 
had  they  been  accomplished  }  •  He  had 
boasted,  at  one  time,  that  within  a  few 
months  not  a  single  village  should  be  in 
a  state  of  insurrection,— Tie  had  vaunted 
that  the  British  leopards  should  be  driven 
into  the  sea,  and  the  French  eagles  plant* 
ed  on  the  towers  of  Lisbon;  put  op  tbf 
(ST) 
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anniTeri^ry  of  the  day  of  tint  boast— 0« 
happy  commemoration !  on  the  87  th  of 
September  were  his  veteran  legions  orer- 
thrown  at  Busaco  by  the  prowess  of  Bri* 
Itsh  troops,  and  the  energies  of  British 
co-operation.  Insurrection  was  still  alive 
and  active  in  Catalonia,  Navarre,  Anra- 
gon,  and  Biscay,  bnt  if  onr  aasistanoe 
should  be  withdrawn  was  not  likely  long 
to  exist.  Some  gentlemen  had  demanded 
what  was  the  effect  produced  by  a  British 
army  ?  He  would  beg  such  gentlemen  to 
look  to  Portugal.  Mritboot  British  assist- 
ance, would  the  Portuguese  have  been 
able  to  redeem  their  lone  sunk  honours  ? 
Without  such  aid,  would  a  Portuguese 
army  have  existed  capable  and  worthy 
(as  ford  Wellington  expressed  it)  of  fieht- 
ing  by  the  sidb  of  British  troops  ?  Nor 
was  the  possession  of  Portugal  so  unavail- 
ing, or  so  little  oooducive  to  the  defence 
of  Spain,  as  had  been  stated  by  the  hon. 
baronet.  The  presence  of  our  army  there 
compelled  the  French  to  collect  and  keep 
np  a  mighty  army  to  meet  us  whenever 
or  wherever  we  moved ;  and  this,  too,  in 
a  country  whose  desolate  condition  afford- 
ed such  scanty  supplies  for  the  mainten* 
^ance  of  large  armies.  The  French  had 
in  general  supported  themselves  by  the 
produce  of  the  conquered  countries ;  but 
owing  to  the  fatal  ambition  of  the  French 
emperor,  of  whom,  according  to  the  advice 
of  the  hon.  baronet,  he  would  say  nothing 
hkrsh,  but  content  himself  with  a  refer- 
ence to  his  actions,  Spain  was  so  com- 
pletely devastated  as  to  furnish  no  means 
of  sustaining  the  armed  forces  which  over- 
ran it.  Nor,  lastly,  should  it  be  forgotten, 
that  Buonaparte  had,  some  time  back,  by 
his  own  confession,  expended  400,000 
men,  and  S)OP,000,000  francs,  towards  the 
tobjogation  of  Spain,  and  had  not  suc- 
ceeded :  yet  the  hon.  baronet  recommend- 
ed the  withdrawing  of  our  army  from 
Spain.  [No,  no,  from  sir  Thomas  Tur- 
ton.]  He  knew  that  the  hon.  baronet 
bad  not  said  so:  yet,  if  his  arguments 
bad  any  meaning,  such  was  their  direct 
tendency.  By  such  withdrawing,  we 
should  leave  the  Spaniards  to  their  fate; 
for  though  they  would,  no  doubt,  prove 
turbulent  and  unruly  subjects  td  their  con-^ 
quering  ruler,  yet  he  conceived  they  must 
be  conquered  ;  and  would  not  such  aban- 
donment convert  them  from  grateful  firiends 
into  most  vindictive  enemies?  Would  it 
not  ruin  our  character  in  the  eyes  of  Eu* 
Tope  ?  Would  It  not  give  colour  to  the 
common  assertion  of  Buonaparte,  that  the 


English  break  their  faith  aa  mm  as  thejr 
are  pressed  by  circumstances  >  WoaM 
it  not  induce  all  nations  to  combine  agaiaal 
OS  in^me  common  effort  to  precipitate  eof 
ruin  ?  And  if  ruin  should  ensue,  shovM 
we  not  fall  without  pity  ?  Posterity  wouM 
say,  that  England  was  once,  indeed,  a  no« 
ble  country,  and  held  herself  o«t  as  tlM 
protectress  of  the  liberty  of  the  worM ; 
3ret,  at  last  she  disappointed  the  hopes 
of  nations— she  cave  way  to  her  fettra: 
for  the  sake  of  ignominious  safety,  she 
abandoned  her  courage— her  honour— -her 
faith:  she  consented  to  resign  all  thai 
makes  existence  valm^le,  'et  propter  vitas 
Vivendi  perdere  caueas^  The  hon.  fan- 
ronet  might,  perhaps,  call  these  sentiments 
magnificent  chimeras,— he  might  wsk^ 
what,  if  we  should  fieiil  ?  To  this  he  wouM 
answer, 

**  But  screw  our  courase  to  tlie  stfckins  plMeu 

••ADdw«'iliiiitfail.»* 

Mr,  La$nk,  without  enteriag  into  a  ce«* 
sideration  of  the  ordinary  forms  of  parita« 
tnentary  proceeding,  was  of  opinion,  that 
a  motion  had  never  been  submitted  to  the 
House,  for  which  there  existed  more  jna* 
ttfiable  or  strongs  grounds*  He  enter- 
tained no  wish  to  hold  a  desponding  tone* 
or  to  think  meanly  of  the  public  resources^ 
but  he  could  not  perceive  how  acceding 
to  the  present  motion,  would  be  any  csa* 
fession  of  weakness,  or  betray  any  merin 
of  pusillanimity.  He  did  see,  hewever, 
powerful  arg^omentsfor  goingkito  the  pre* 
posed  committee.  Among  Uiess  were  tlie 
extensive  distresses  of  our  commerce,  the 
decay  of  our  manu£i^tures,  a  perikms  fo* 
reign  war,  the  nature  of  oor  relations  wkh 
America,  and  uaappeased  discontent  in 
Ireland.  If  any  coonbination  of  eircesi* 
stances  could  be  imagined  to  create  a  ne- 
cessity on  the  pait  of  the  House  for  enter- 
ing into  a  grave  consideration  of  the  oob> 
dition  of  the  country,  such  a  necessi^  M 
now  exist.  To  every  other  motive  was  te 
be  added,  the  consideration  that  the  ce«o- 
try  was  new  go^med  by  a  divided,  dis*> 
traoted,  and  inefficient  administvalion. 
That  miniitry  had  recently  lost  the  talents 
of  marquis  Weilesley,  and  he  was  sere 
that  whatever  difference  of  opinion  might 
subsist  upon  some  of  hts  measures*  no  mail 
would  deny  to  him  the  reputation  of  an  ei^ 
larged  and  statesman  like  capacity.  He 
th<Nigfat»  therefore,  that  the  mints^  had 
lost  much  of  their  strength  by  the  sece^ 
sion  of  the  noble  marquis,  and  was  besidos 
rather  weakened  by  the  accession  ef  the 
noble  lord  (Castlersi^h).    {Lou4  crissef 
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hnr,  bmf\]  He  neaat  ae  pertoaal  dif^ 
rcfpttol,  but  from  a  review  of  the  past  con* 
diict  of  the  noble  lord  the  country  could 
not  form  anj  &Yourable  augury  of  fu- 
ture triuropbf  and  successes,  and  although 
he  did  not  ascribe  alt  the  calamitous 
fiveiits  of  the  times  to  his  conduct,  he  did 
think  thay  had  been  greatly  aggravated 
by  it  Instead  of  conceiving  that  the  no* 
tice  of  an  hon.  and  learned  friend  of  bis 
was  any  bar  to  thii  enquiry,  be  bilged  to 
know  how  a  motion  of  that  grave  ai^  im* 
poitant  natore  could  be  better  submiued 
than  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  House 
inquiring  into  the  general  situation  of  the 
country.  He  had  lately  heard  reports,  of 
the  truth  of  which  he  knew  nothing,  as  to 
the  intentions  of  government  in  respect  to 
a  particular  question.  He  had  heard  that 
the  supporters  of  ministers  were  to  be  let 
loose  and  suftred  to  give  an  unbiassed 
vote  on  a  question  of  vital  importance,  he 
SMant  that  of  the  Catholic  claims.  He 
ehould  be  glad  to  find  this  the  fact,  and  he 
waa  cooAdent,  that  if  every  man  in  that 
House  should  express  bis  real  sentiments, 
it  wouM  be  then  his  lot  to  vote  in  one  of 
the  largest  majorities  that  ever  appeared  in 
parliament.  But  while  alluding  to  these 
nmoors  he  felt  it  to  bo  hisdutv  to  admonish 
ministers,  not  for  the  sake  of  maintaining 
ibemselves  in  power,  to  attempt  to  put  a' 
IN^ltry  juggle  on  the  country,  nor  for  the 
iole  object  of  preserving  their  places  to 
throw  a  lasting  odium  upon  the  legislature. 
Sather  let  them  persevere  in  their  old  ob- 
itinate  and  minous  policy.  As  to  what 
had  follen  from  the  hon.  gentleman  on  the 
principle  of  offensive  9M  defensive  war« 
hre^  he  had  no  objection  to  make  to  it-; 
and  notwithstanding  the  many  errors  in 
tha  conduct  of  the  war-*great  and  griev- 
one  errors— 4md  more  particularly  while 
tlia  noble  lord  (Castlereagh}  was  at  the 
head  of  the  war  department,  he  itill 
thought  there  was  mreat  subject  of  pride 
and  consolation.  He  did  thinks  too,  that 
they  never  could  have  stood  ejKiilpated 
in  Uie  eyes  of  posterity^  if  they  had  not 
fireely  and  even  desperately  rendered  all 
that  assistance  to  the  Spaniards,  which 
their  cause  so  well  deserved.  He  did  not 
nnderstand  it  to  be  the  hon.  baronet's  in- 
tention to  propose  in  the  committee  the 
abandonment  of  our  allies,  uid  he  would 
therefore  saport  his  motion^  not  from  feel- 
ttgs  of  despondency^  but  from  a  wish  to 
■ee  a  vigorons  poUcy  pursued  abroad,  and 
a  liberal  one  adopted  at  home.  He  at  the 
laan  time  alwaya  mMmd  to  sea  the  die* 


tiBction  observed  between  what  belonged 
to  the  bad  conduct  of  ministers,  and  what 
grew  out  of  the  character  of  the  times. 
Unless  this  distinction  should  be  properly 
understood,  no  change  of  counsels  could 
prevent  disappointment. 

Lord  Disart  opposed  the  motion,  and 
conOended,  that  bis  Majesty's  minister^ 
had  consulted  the  honour  and  dienity  of 
the  country  by  the  course  they  had  adopt- 
ed, and  instanced,  as  a  oroof  of  their  vi- 
gour, that  not  a  French  flag  was  flying  in 
any  colonial  possession.  He  considered 
that  g^ing  into  a  committee  would  have 
no  effect,  and  would  dull  the  spirit  of  va- 
lour among  our  Spanish  allies,  while,  by 
conducting  the  present  contest  with  una^ 
bated  perseverance,  final  succeis  would  ba 
the  consequence. 

Mr.  Hirbcri  (of  Kerry)  could  see  no 
good  purpose  which  would  be  answered 
by  voting  in  favour  of  the  present  motion. 
It  would  neither  improve  our  affairs  at 
home  nor  abroad;  it  might  impede  the 
pending  negociations  with  America,  and 
interfere  with  the  conductoCthe  war  in  tha 
peninsula. 

Mr.  Maithew  Moniague  said*  tha  jnha* 
bitanU  of  this  country  inrere  now  carrying 
on  a  war  against  an  enemy  more  difficult 
to  resist  than  any  who  had  hitherto  ap- 
peared in  modern  times.  Was  th^  not  a 
time,  he  would  ask,  when  every  honest 
man  would  wish  to  give  strength  and  effi- 
cacy to  the  empire  ?  Was  this  not  a  time 
for  every  well-wisher  to  his  country  to 
rally  rmmd  the  councils  of  his  •overeigii^ 
and  to  support  that  august  personage,  who^ 
till  lately,  had  been  so  much  the  theme  of 
tha  panegyrics  of  the  hon.  gentlemen  op« 
pofite?  Why  did  those  gentlemen  not 
coma  forward  and  give  him  their  assia* 
tance  when  they  were  asked  ?  [Hear 
from  Opposition  1]  The  hon.  gentlemen 
might  cry  hear,  bear,  hear ;  but  he  would 
ask  them,  had  not  that  august  and  exalted 
person  opened  his  arms  to  them  ?  and  was 
not  the  manner  in  which  he  had  beeo  re* 
fuaed  a  dereliction  of  public  duty  ?  On 
what  grounds  did  they  refuse  to  join  the 
preeent  administration  i  It  must  be  either 
on  account  of  foreign  politics,  with  ro* 
spect,  for  instancoi  to  the  degree  of  vi* 
gonr  with  which  this  country  ought  to  as* 
sist  Spain  and  Portugal,  .or  it  must  be  on 
account  of  our  home  policv,  particularly 
with  respect  to  the  removal  of  the  disabi* 
lities  looting  the  Catholics  of  Ireland* 
But  if  tha  right  boii.  gentleman  now  at 
the  haln  of  nffimrs,  wer^  to  throw  «p  tha 
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government  to  them,  were  they,  he 
woold  agfc,  capable  of  forming  a  more 
•hie,  a  less  weak,  or  a  less  di?id«'.d  ad-> 
Dlinistration  ?  Nothing  could,  in  his  opi- 
nion, be  more  strong,  t>r  less  divided  than 
the  present  government.  Now  the  hon. 
gentlemen  opposite  woold  understand 
what  he  meant.  Bat  what  was  the  op- 
position ?  The  opposition  was  on  the  con* 
trary  divided  among  themselves,  and  far 
irom  strong.  Who  was  to  be  their  leader  ? 
Who  was  Atter  for  that  purpose  than  the 
present  minister  ?  Let  him  who  thought 
llimself  able  and  fit  to  supply  his  place, 
stand  up.  Sorely  no  one  who  agreed  with 
ao  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  lately, 
would  concur  in  thinking  the  hon.  baronet 
who  brought  forward  the  present  motion 
a  fit  person.  The  individual  who  was 
always  saying,  '  Listen  to  that  admirable 
man  on  the  other  side  of  the  water.'  No- 
thing could  be  more  at  variance  than  the 
sentiments  of  the  gentlemen  opposite. 
Why,  he  would  take  five  lots  of  them  at 
random,  and  there  would  be  four  of  the 
couples  that  would  disagree.  The  Catho- 
lic question  would  handly  produce  una- 
nimity;  it  would,  on  the  contrary,  carry 
dissention  and  disagreement  even  into  the 
cottage  of  the  poor.  The  hon.  gentlemen 
opposite  complained  of  the  clamour  against 
•hem  on  this  subject.  He  did  not  wonder 
that  they  should  wince  when  this  sore  place 
was  touched.  [Loud  laugh].  The  hon. 
gentlemen,  by  their  cries,  might  make  it 
difficult  for  him  to  express  himself— they 
did  not  like  his  topics,  because  they  were 
touched  by  them.  However,  it  would  be 
better,  he  knew,  that  he  should  speak 
shorter.  Suppose  the  hon.  member  for 
Bedford  at  the  head  of  an  administration. 
Suppose  he  was  to  proceed  to  the  conti- 
nent, bent  on  peace,  and,  like  lord  Lau- 
derdale, whose  talents  he  greatly  admired, 
should  continue  to  negocrate,  while  France 
was  dispatching  armies  against  Russia  and 
Prussia,  how  would  he  look  on  his  return  ? 
Would  the  aflfeira  of  the  country  be  be- 
nefited by  bringing  into  government  a  set 
ef  gentlemen  who  wished  to  make  a  bon- 
fire of  our  paper  currency?  He  would 
pass  on  to  those  gentlemen  aliove  the  hon. 
gentleman,  who  declared  that  they  had 
neither  confidence  in  those  below  them, 
nor  in  those  on  this  side  of  the  House — 
Ihofco  hon.  gentlemen  who  went  to  public 
meetings,  deluding  the  people  under  false 
colours,  and  some  of  them  drawing  out  of 
«Hber  men's  minds  those  resources  by 
mkkh  ihey  kept  up   their  popularity. 
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Those  friends  of  radical  reform,  «  they 
called  it,  wished  to  tear  up  all  that  was 
good  and  respectable  hi  the  country.  Ub«* 
der  their  management,  every  thing  that- 
was  now  free  would  become  fettered. 
One  word  with  respect  to  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Bedford.  His  diligence  and  hki 
powers  were,  he  believed,  greater  than 
those  of  almost  every  other  man,  but  yc^ 
he  differed  from  him  in  almost  every  thing. 
He  observed,  however,  that  that  hon,  mem- 
ber,  and  those  who  voted  with  him,  seein*^ 
ed  generally  to  select  those  times  for  their 
attacks  upon  the  right  hon.  the  ChancelloT 
of  the  Exchequer,  when  it  was  not  allow-- 
able,  by  the  practice  of  the  House,  for  him* 
to  answer  them.  With  all  the  talenu 
which  gentlemen  opposite  believed  they 
possessed,  a  successful  government  had« 
however,  for  a  long  time,  been  carried  oa 
without  their  assistance.  Each  ef  them 
might  well  exclaim,  when  speaking  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman — "  Great  let  me  call^ 
him,  for  he  conquered  me."  Single-* 
handed  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  beat 
all  the  talents. 

The  Gallery  was  then  cleared  for  a  di- 
vision, but  before  that  took  place, 

Mr.  WhUbread  rose,  and  expressed  his 
surprise  that  on  such  an  occasion  the 
question  should  be  suffered  to  go  to  a  di- 
vision without  any  explanation  of  their 
policy  or  views  by  any  one  member  i^ 
the  government  Notwithstanding  the 
many  pointed  and  personal  allusions  which 
had  been  made  to  himself  by  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  hwA  just  sat  down,  in  a 
spirit,  he  would  admit,  of  such  good  hu- 
mour as  excited  no  unpleasant  feeling,  he 
should  have  taken  no  part  at  that  period 
of  the  debate  if  he  had  not  thought  it  ef 
importance  that  some  explanation  sboakl 
be  given  by  ministers  of  the  views  they 
entertained,  and  of  the  policy  they  meant 
to  act  upon  at  so  critical  and  perrlous  a 
period.  If  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  should  not  think  propet 
to  give  any  explanation  upon  the  subject; 
he  thought  it  desirable  and  necessary  that 
at  least  Che  House  shoold  obtain  fitMu  the 
noble  lord  opposite  (lord  Castlereaffa) 
some  exposition  of  his  views,  now  that->be 
was  about  to  become  a  member  ef  the  ad* 
ministration.  With  respect  to  the  hon* 
gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down,  he  must 
observe  that  he  had  expressed  himself 
extremely  satisfied  with  the  iangh  he  bad 
produced;  and  in  adverting  to  that  deda^ 
ration,  he  was  reminded  of  an  expression 
of  that  boa.  member^  w|»en  in  n  fonMf 
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debate  ooDiiderable  mirth  baviog  been  ex* 
cited  by  sometbiog  which  fell  from  him,  he 
remarked,  "  that  those  who!  win  may 
laagh/'  If  that  were  the  case,  really  they 
most  ail  be  winners  in  the  present  in- 
stance, for  a  more  general  laugh  than  had 
been  called  forth  by  the  speech  of  the 
hon*  gentleman  that  night  he  had  never 
witnessed  in  the  House.  To  the  topics 
which  had  been  introduced  by  the  hon. 
gentleman  into  the  discussion,  he  should  ad- 
vert  but  shortly.  It  was  not  his  intention 
to  dwell  at  any  length  on  the  comparadve 
estimate  of  abilities  between  the  right  hon. 
gentlemen  opposite  and  those  on  his  side 
of  the  House;  on  his  assumption  of  certain 
expressions  which  had  never  been  made 
use  of — on  his  assumption  of  certain  indi- 
viduals being  candidates  ibr  offices  who 
had  never  o&red  themselves  in  that  cha- 
racter—and on  what  appeared  to  him  the 
indecent  introduction  oi  the  name  of  the 
sovereign  into  a  discussion  in  that  House, 
and  the  irregular  allusions  to  what  had 
passed  out  of  doors,  and  the  various  state- 
ments which  had  been  made  by  the  adhe- 
rents of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite. 
The  hon.  genUeman  had  praised  the  talents 
of  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor,  of  the 
Excheauer.  The  hon.  gentleman  might 
be  periecfly  persuaded,  that  do  man  was 
nore  convinced  of  those  talenu  thak  ht 
was, — and  no  man  had  been  m^->  ready 
than  himself  to  acknowlt*?^  Ki^m.  The 
hon.  gentlern9.n:  hfU  said  that  the  right 
hop.  the  Ck;4  :<^i^>c  of  the  Exchequer  had 
IKo^hi  his  opponents  single  handed.  If 
he  meant  by  this  that  he  had  fought  them 
without  the  assistance  of  talents,  he  per- 
fectly agreed  with  him — though  even  here 
the  assertion  nwst  receive  some  qualifi- 
cation— for  the  hon.  member  opposite, 
who  spoke  first  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House  (Mr.  Robinson),  had  displayed 
talents  and  abiliiies  in  the  course  of  his 
speech,  which  it  was  impossible  not  to 
admire,  on  whatever  side  those  abilities 
might  be  displayed.  The  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  MonUgue)  had  professed  himself  the 
champion  of  the  present  administration, 
and  iiad  arraigned  the  conduct  of  those 
who  had  refused  to  join  that  administra- 
tion. •  For  a  person  like  himself^  to  whom 
DO,  ofier  had  ever  been  made,  it  was  im- 
possible to  accept  any  ofier«-4hough  if 
any  ofiTer  had  been  made,  he  certainly 
sever  would  hi^ve  accepted  ii— and  if  cha-> 
racier,  and  principle,  and  union  coastitui- 
•d  the  strength  of  ao  administration,  no 
jpecaon  wiio  thought  at  he  did,  coold  ever 
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conscientiously  coalesce  with  the  pre- 
sent. The  hon.  gentleman  had  said. that 
those  who  refused  those  offices  deserted 
their  duty.  Why  ?  Because  they  would 
not  join  with  an  administration  betwixt 
whom  and  themselves  there  existed  no 
one  fixed  principle  of  union.  With  re- 
spect to  the  differences  of  opinion  on  hia 
side  of  the  House,  there  most  be  difier* 
ences  at  times  between  men  of  principlea 
and  honour;  and  if  those  differences  were 
such  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  men  of 
honour  to  unite  in  council  together,  to  re« 
proach  those  who  refused  that  union,  waa 
to  reproach  them  because  they  would  not 
do  the  basest  of  all  things ;  because  they 
would  not  faulter  in  their  counsels;  be*; 
cause  they  would  not  barter  their  princi- 
ples for  a  place  in  administration.  The 
hon.  gentleman  had  emphatically  deaig*. 
nated  him  as  member  for  Bedford.  Ofc 
this  he  was  prouder  than  of  all  the  titles 
which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  crown  to 
bestow;  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the 
crown  to  make  him  higher ;  for  nothing, 
could  be.  more  exalted  than  the  title  of  an 
independent  member  of  parliament.  He 
had  noX  been  courted  to  accept  of  a  place  ;r 
.but-h^i  L^  been  courted,  as  lord  Grenville 
and  lo!  Grey  were — **  No,  so  help  me 
0^.\.'  said  Mr.  Whitbread,  "  I  would 
rather  sink  ten  thousaud  fathom  deep,  than 
make  a  part  of  any  administration,  of. 
whose  principles  I  could  not  approve.'' 
He  would  iiot  even  have  accepted  such  a 
situation,  if  he  had  been  solicited  by  his 
sovereign  himself.  But  when  the  present 
ministry  came  forward  and  said,  their  op- 
ponents had  been  guilty  of  a  dereliction  of 
duty,  for  refusing  to  accept  places  under 
an  administration  to  whpm  they  were  dia- 
metrically opposed  in  every  principle,  and 
particularly  in  that  vital  principle  of  Ca^ 
tholic  Emancipation,  they  were  pronounc«* 
ing  the  strongest  condemnation  of  them- 
selves which  it  was  possible  to  utter.*-* 
And  here  he  could  not  help  adverting  to. 
some  rumours  which  had  gone  abrj[>ad» 
that  this  principle  of  Catholic  Ematicipi^ 
tion  was  no  longer  to  be  considered  a  c«<. 
binet  measure^  and  that  the  strength  of. 
administration  was  no  longer  to  be  direct-* 
ed  against  the  Catholic  claims ;  ao  that^  % 
bargain  was  now  to  be  struck  with  those 
who. were  favourable  to  the  CathoMcs,.by 
those  who  believed  that  ta  admit  the  Ga« 
thplics  to  power,  would  it  to  betray  theit 
country ;  and  a  measure  which  was  pro* 
fcssed  to  be  of  the  most  viul  importance 
was  to  be  sacri^ced  to  the  mere  pei^efiieii 
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of  office.    The  Catholic  qaention  was  now. 
It  teemed,  to  be  scrambled  for,  and  to  be 
treated  exactly  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
SlaTe  Trade  question  bad  been  treated. 
Let  the  Catholics  consider  for  a  moment, 
what  might  be  the  probable  eflfects  of  such 
a  System,  from  the  eflfecU  which  had  been 
witnessed  in  the  question  of  the  Slave 
Trade.    Let  them  consider  that  the  most 
powerful  minister  which  this  country  ever 
possessed,  exerted  for  20  years  all  that 
transcendent  eloquence  and  all  those  great 
powers  which  belonged  to  him,  without 
^le  smallest  effect;  and  let  them  reflect, 
that  that  trade  never  was  abolished,  and 
never  would  have  been  so,  till  it  was  made 
a  measure  of  an  administration,  who  had 
pledged  themselves  on  the  subject,  and 
then  it  was  abolished  with  one  of   the 
tmallest  minorities  which  had  ever  been 
ieen  in  that  House  on  a  question  of  any 
Importance.     Before,  however,  the  hon. 
gentleman  called  them  to  join  the  admi- 
nistration of  his  friends,  it  would  be  well 
ftir  them  to  inquire  if  those  friends  were 
united  among  themselves ;    for,  if  a  dis- 
agreement in  the  nation  was  bad,  a  dis- 
«nion  in  the  councils  of  the  crown  was 
worse.     A  late  member  of  the  adminis* 
Iration,  of  whose  policy  he  certainly  could 
not  approve,  but  whose  ulents  and  elo- 
quence no  man  admired  more  than  be  did, 
Md  who  was  of  mat  consideration  in  the 
neninsola,  had  told  thi  House  that  he  was 
friendly  to  the  Catholic  claims ;  and  that 
concision  to  the  Catholics  ought  to  be 
apeedily  made.    They  were  to|d«  how- 
eTer,;by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
that  he  could  not  foresee  a  time  when 
this   could    be  done^  with    safety.      A 
noble  lord  (Castlereagh,)  who  had  de- 
scended from  the  mountaui  (alluding  to 
the  seat  pn  which  lord  Castlereagh  had 
recently  sat)  to  be  a  tower  of  strength 
to  ministers,  but  who  was  probably  only 
on  trial  yet  (for  his  indentures  were  not 
figned,  and  he  miffht  be  off  his  bargain) 
bad  frequently  told  them  the  impolicy  of 
eomin^  to  a  final  determination  upon  an 
hidiflnito  question.     As  the  noble  lord 
Jmeir  the   Catholic  question  was  again 
commg  before  the  House,  the  country 
ooght  to  be  apprisod  bow  that  noble  lord 
meant  to  conduct  himself;  and  yet  the 
Honse  were  nearly  going  to  divide  with- 
ofot  knowing  from  him  how  he  was  to  act! 
He,  who  was  the  sole  argument  why  they 
were  now  going  into  a  committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Nation,  was  to  be  allowed  to 
Iktve  the  HoQ«o  that  night  withont  telling 
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them  upon  what  terms  he  accepted  of  ol^ 
fice  1  Did  he  mean  to  vote  for  the  Catholia 
claims  ?  Did  he  not  know  that  his  righi 
hon*  friend  had  power  to  oppose  him,  and 
to  oppose  him  successfully,  if  he  was  £a* 
vourable  to  the  Catholics  r  It  was  delusion 
then,  in  him,  to  tell  the  CathoHcs  that  be 
was  free  to  take  whateter  line  on  thia 
subject  he  might  approve  of,  while  bo 
knew  that  the  person  on  his  right  hand 
(the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  had  en- 
tered into  an  undertaking  sealed  by  powor 
to  frustrate  all  his  attempts.    That  right 
hon.  gentleman,  of  whom  he  could  not 
suppose  any  thing  so  base  and  mean  aa  to 
give  up  a  question  which  he  considered 
vital  to  the  state,  for  the  sake  of  an  acces- 
sion to  his  administration,  could  not  now 
surely  reduce  himself  to  a  single  indivio 
dual,  and  content  himself  with  a  vote  in 
the  cabinet/   How  a  man  with  such  opi- 
nions therefore  could  ever  put   pen  to 
paper,  and  solicit  such  men  as  lord  Grey 
or  lord  Grenville  to  join  him«-was  what 
he  was  really  astonished  at.    Such  a  jonc« 
tion  if  made  could  not  have  benefited  the 
country.    No  man  who  valued  his  chn- 
racter  could  have  acceded  to  it  under  the 
present  circumstances.    They  had  been 
told  of  the  inconvenience  of  going  into  a 
State  of  the  Nation,  and  that  It  was  un- 
called for  at  present.    If  there  were  no 
other  reasons  for  going  into  a  committeo 
on  the  Sute  of  the  Nation,  than  the  sitnar 
tion  to  be  filled  by  the  noble  Tord,  and  the 
dangerous  state  of  Ireland,  they  were  surely 
sufficient.  No  doubt  this  would  belncoqve- 
nient  to  ministers.     So  •▼ery  ministry  had 
uniformly  said,  for  the  last  fi  Jty  years,  in  an* 
swer  to  similar  motions ;  and  so  long  aa  they 
had  power  they  never  consented  to  them, 
llie  state  of  the  nation,  however^ was  really 
most  alarming ;  and  the  House  had  always, 
whan  difficulties  were  such  as  they  were 
at  present,  thought  it  advisable  to  go  into 
a  coounittee. — *'  Why,''  said  an  hon.  gent, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  debate,  **  why 
will  you  harasf  the  minister?''  Itwashia 
dutv  not  to  harasi  the  minister,  but  to  give 
such  a  vote  as  he  considered  for  the  ^>od 
of  his  country ;  hot  harassed  he  must  be, 
and    greatly  harassed  at   present.      Ho 
most  be  harassed  by  the  falling  off  of 
friends  who  had  deserted  him  in  hie  ut- 
most need,  and  obliged  him  to  take  op  with 
any  person  who  could  make  up  any  thi^ 
like  an  administration.     He  most  be  ha- 
rassed both  in  that  Honse  and  oot  of  thai 
House;  for  they  who  imaginhd  all  hia dil- 
Acaltieawere  in  that  Holfs^  knew  bat  lit* 
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lie  of  his'  reml  tituaiion,  which  ^erteinly 
WM  not  to  be  en?ied.   With  respect  to  the 
noble  lord  (Castleteagb),  who  wet  at  pre« 
etnty  ts  it  were,  suspended  between  two 
•itvationsi  he  shook!  wish  (o  know  to  which 
of  those  ntoatiims   he  was  destined  ?*« 
Mach  had  been  urged  against  the  bon. 
baronet,  for  what  he  bad  said  respecting 
the  war  in  the  peninsula ;   but,  in  his  opt* 
Bioo,  what  the  hon.  baronet  had  adTanced 
on  this  subject  had  been  much  misrepre* 
sented.     He  would  not  now  ^o  into  the 
conduct  of  the  war  in  the  peninsula,  and 
when  he  considered  the  manifold  distresses 
of  this  country  at  the  present  moment,  it 
was  not  necessarj  to  go  into  it.    But  there 
were  those  out  of  that  House  who  might 
think  the  afiairs  of  Spain  and   Portugal 
would  not  be  much  improYed  by  the  ma* 
nagement  of  him  who  had  already  dis^ 
played  his  skill  in  Holland.     When  for- 
merly accused  of  incapacity,  and  When 
failure  was  brousht  home  to  him,  the  noble 
lord  sheltered  himself  under  the  rote  of 
the  House.     But  did  the  House — did  the 
noble  lord  himself  really  believe  that  the 
country  would  wish  to  see  the  war  and  co* 
loirial  department  filled  by  the  man  who 
conducted    the  Walcheten    Expedition? 
Did  he  really  lay  that  flattering  unction  to 
his  soul  ?   Did  he  think  it  would  make  no 
impression  on  the  people  of  Spain  and 
Portugal,  to  know  that  lord  Wellesley,  the 
brother  of  that  great  captain  who  had 
gained  such  immortal  honour  for  himself, 
and  glory  to  his  country,  by  his  brilliant 
achievements  in  the  peninsula,  had  quitted 
the  councils  of  the  nation,  and  that  he  wi(s 
to  be  replaced  (for  the  noble  lord  was  not 
to  socceed  to  the  Foreign  Secretaryship  he 
presumed)  by  that  person  under  whose 
aasptces  was  conducted  the   disgraceful 
expedition  on  which  so  much  of  (he  blood 
and    treasure  of  the  country  had   been 
irnitlessly  sacrificed  ?   Besides,  the  noble 
lord  had  been  arraigned  for  bartering  seats 
IB  parliament,  and  though  he  made  a  very 
gentlemanly  defence,  th^  people  of  Eng- 
land would  never  forget  the  accusation. 
The  golden  dreams  in  which  the  Catholics 
liad  BO- long  indulged  must  now  vanish; 
the  bright  prospect  which  hope  bad  illu- 
■lined  was  obscured  by  the  approach  of 
the  noble  lord  (Castlereagb)  who  was  sur- 
rounded only  by  the  dark  clouds  of  defeat 
aad  dc8pair«*4)i8   usual    attendants*     If, 
notwithstanding  this  great  accession,  ^re 
iw^re  a  man  in  the  Hoase  who  tboaglM 
tlwt  the  present  govennsMat  was  in^- 
•tcnt,  it  was  his  disty  to  vou  for  the  ap- 


pointment of  ^is  coomiittee.  He  would 
iiot  at  that  hour  trouble  the  House  further, 
in  the  hope  that  the  noble  lord  might  ha 
induced  to  rite  and  explain  the  mysterious 
circumstances  which  luid  attended  the  last 
ten  days,  and  if  that  explanation  were  not 
satisfactory  it  would  be  an  additional  mo« 
tive  for  assenting  to  the  motion  now  sab* 
mitted.  At  present  an  inconsistency  had 
been  displayed  by  the 'noble  lord  wholly 
incompatible  with  the  safety  of  the  em* 
pire,  if  he  were  allowed  to  hold  any  place 
m  its  councils. 

Lord  Cattkreagh  said,  that  he  should 
have  lamented  if  he  had  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  addressing  the  House ;  but  beine 
confident  that  the  hon.  gentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down  would  not  suffer  a  division  to 
take  place,  without  first  making  a  speech, 
he  had  restrained  himself  till  it  was  con- 
cluded. He  was  the  more  ready  to  do  so, 
since  there  was  no  gentleman  in  the  House 
that  he  was  more  desirous  of  following,  from 
the  manly*  and  direct  manner  in  which  all 
his  attacks  were  made,  so  that  the  read  ob- 
ject of  them  could  never  be  equivocal. 
The  question  had  been  put  by  the  hon* 
gentleman  on  its  true  foundation,  namely, 
to  what  set  of  men  the  government  of 
Great  Britain  should  be  conmiitted;  to 
whom  the  safety  of  the  empire  should  be 
entrusted ;  avoiding  the  general  topice 
urged  by  the  hon.  baronet,  which  had 
little  to  do  with  the  main  subject  of  dis- 
cussion. On  that  question  he  was  per- 
fectly ready  to  enter  the  lists,  and  he 
should  barter  his  principles,  and  abandon 
the  firm  convictions  of  his  judgment,  if  he 
were  to  desert  the  present  system  of  admi* 
nistration  for  that  which  had  uniformly 
met  with  the  concurrence  of  the  opposite 
side  of  the  House.  Those  who,  on  perudng 
the  important  correspondence  recently 
published,  imagined  that  any  middle 
course  could  be  pursued,  which  might  pro- 
duce a  combination  of  talent,  were  by  the 
address  just  delivered,  completely  undo* 
ceived,  and  every  hope  of  that  kind  that 
some  had  perhaps  too  fondly  cherished, 
must  now  bi  for  ever  blasted.  Those  who 
before  were  inclined  to  impartiality,  must 
now  once  for  all  decide,  under  whoso 
banners  they  would  enrol  themselves.  In 
his  opinion,  a  coalition  on  the  part  of  lords 
Grey  and  Orenville  would  not  have  been 
a  greater  inconsistency  than  when  on  a 
former  occasion  many  of  the  party  oppo* 
aite  consented  to  act  with  them.  The 
principles  of  those  two  noble  lords  would 
not  km  baett  ijigared  in  tbt  opinion  of 
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any.  good  or  wite  man»  nor  would  the  sa- 
crifice of  personal  or  of  political  honour 
have  been  reqatred  in  order  to  form  a 
united  goremment  of  both  parties,  to  role 
over  the  afiairs  of  state.  Sach  flattering 
prospects  had  now  vanished,  and  perhaps 
it  might  be  considered  of  mach  import* 
ance  that  an  understanding  should  be 
come  to,  that  everv  man  must  make  a  dry 
option  between  the  two  systems  so  dia- 
metrically opposite.  Upon  the  subject  of 
the  war  in  the  peninsula,  to  which  so  much 
reference  had  been  made,  he  put  it  lo  the 
hon.  baronet  and  to  bis  friends  round  him, 
whether  in  the  mode  they  had  hitherto 
treated  the  question,  after  the  desponding 
language  they  had  held,  and  the  determi- 
nations they  had  expressed,  either  Great 
Britain  or  Spain  herself  would  believe  that 
her  cause  was  safe  in  their  hands  ?  Would 
]t  not,  as  it  were,  kill  the  whole  of  the  pe- 
ninsula, and  paralyze  the  efforts  of  a  brare 
and  deserving  people  ?  It  would  be  im- 
possible for  minds  lowered  as  those  of  the 
opponents  of  the  system  now  adopted  had 
been,  to  work  themselves  up  to  such  a 
state  of  enthusiasm  and  energy,  as  would 
be  requisite  for  the  spirited  prosecutiim 
of  the  war.  It  was  easy  to  see  that  there 
was  now  no  alternative.  The  noble  lords 
Grey  and  Grenville  had  thut  oat  hope, 
and  putting  an  end  to  an  intercourse  with 
the  administration  which  might  have  led 
to  a  coalition  beneficial  both  to'themselres 
and  their  country,  had  consequently  de- 
barred themselYes  equally  from  any  co- 
operation  with  the  present  supporters  of 
government.  They  had  proscribed  all 
public  men  out  of  the  circle  of  then*  own 
immediate  connections.  (Cries  of.  No, 
no  !)  The  noble  lord  admitted  that  he 
had  overstated  the  fact,  for  they  de- 
clared that  they  had  no  personal  dis- 
like, and  that  their  objections  were  not  to 
men  but  to  measures.  All  gentlemen, 
therefore,  who  chose  to  desert  their  princi- 
ples, might  if  they  pleased,  unite  them- 
aelvei  with  administration  (Hear,  hear, 
from  Opposition !)  He  thanked  the  other 
aide  of  the  House  for  the  cheer  they  gave 
him,  for  be  understood  it  to  insinoate,  that 
be,  in  joining  the  present  gOTernment,  had 
deserted  his  principles.  He  wasextremely 
anxious  to  detail  to  the  House  th4  grounds 
on  which  he  had  proceeded,  and  ta  state 
for  what  reasons  be  found  no  difficulty  in 
acting  with  tha  adviaen  of  the  Regent 
Upon  the  subject  of  the  Koman  CathoUci, 
bis  sentimenu  bad  not  changed  in  the 
alighttat  degree.     When  U  before  bad 
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the  honc^r  of  forming  a  part  of 'adttiai»« 
tration,  he  had  diffi^red  with  his  right  ho^ 
friend,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^ 
on  the  principle  of  the  question.  Ha  wan 
friendly  while  hit  right  hon.  friend  waa 
directly  opposed  to  their  claims;  but  be 
was  against  the  agitation  of  the  subject  at 
that  time,  and  he  still  remained  of  tiM 
same  opinion.  It  might  be  right  for  tiM 
House  to  be  informed  of  the  principlaa 
which  actuated  hon.  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  \  and  it  was  fortn* 
nate  that  they  bad  to  night  been  stated  ia 
a  manner  which  rendered  equivooatioB 
impossible.  Does,  or  does  not,  (said  the 
noble  lord)  lord  Grenville  stand  to  \m 
precessions  in  the  letter  he  addraaaed  t* 
the  earl  of  Fingal?  (Repeated  cries  of 
hear!  hear!  from  Opposition!)  It  may 
be  so ;  but  if  any  judgment  can  be  formed 
from  the  sentiments  expressed  during  the 
debates,  I  should  say  that  he  dismissed 
from  his  mind  the  whole  system  of  guarda 
and  regulations  laid  down  so  distinctly  in 
that  letter.  If  the  repreaentationB  pub- 
lished are  correct,  I  find  his-  lordahtp  ia 
another  place,  within  a  short  period  ex- 
claiming with  vehemence,  *  Where  is  the 
danger  to  the  establishments?  Why  do 
you  not  give  an  immediate  assent  to  the 
demands,  before  you  are  compelled  to  do 
so?'  Surely  this  is  not  very  consistent 
conduct;  for  there  is  no  allusion  made  to 
any  of  the  important  safeguards  before  so 
much  dwelt  upon ;  and  when  I  read  in  the 
Letter  of  lords  Grey  and  Grenville,  that  it 
is  impossible  for  them  to  come  into  power, 
forever  so  short  a  time,  without  recom  mend- 
ing the  in\mediate  repeal  of  all  the  penal  sta- 
tutes against  the  Catholics,  and  no  all»* 
sion  to  any  protection  for  the  Protestant 
church,  I  own  I  cannot  help  beingsurprised« 
The  conclusions  drawn  by  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  spoke  last,  make  it  clear  thai 
the  change  or  system  must  be  general  and 
fundamental,  and  the  real  question  now  to 
be  decided  is,  whether  an  act  shall  be  done 
which  shall  compel  the  Prince  Regent, 
contrary  to  the  determinations  of  his  mind» 
to  change  his  government,  for  the  pnrpoae 
of  enabling  that  government  to  advise  his 
Royal  Highness  to  repeal  all  the  laws  of 
restriction  upon  the  Catholics.  I  am  m 
(riend  to  the  Catholic  cause,  under  certaio 
regulations,  still.  (Hear!  hear!  and  a 
laugh  from  Opposition).  These  marks  ni 
triumph  I  can  easily  understand:  they 
mean  that  those  who.  shew  them  stand 
upon  sure  ground :  but  muleas  such  a  go- 
varnaaeat  aaa  be  fonaed  as  nay  iodoce 
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tl)4  RegoM  to  revt>ke  Ae  qiinioil  he  ht$ 
^rei^,  the  Biti  thviy  bt  bt^oght  ib,  bot  it 
ciui  neftr  become  a  Hw,  and  the  new  ml- 
Bisttertf  most  quit  their  seats  hi  six  Weeks 
ftAef  they  hate  occupied  them.-^His  lord* 
Mp  then  proceeded  to  noticis  tli^  curioiiQ 
r«ftsofi  that  had  biien  as«ighed  for  this 
^'baiige  in  opinion  irl  this  noble  lordsf  ai- 
ioded  fo,  which  #a8  the  increased  danger 
of  the  timey.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  dtseoTer 
it*  whether  be  looked  to  our  eotteimal  or 
internal  relations.  Udless  Tietory  added 
to  OQf  insecurity,  which  might,  perhaps, 
he  contended  by  the  other  side,  he  could 
«ot  ascertain  the  smallest  ground  fbr  the 
ttiwrtton.  In  Ireland  he  thought  that  for 
polftical  purposes  the  accounts  6f  dt^tur- 
bioceshad  been  grossly  eitaggerated;  but 
i#  tile  Catholic  emancipation  wM  ac- 
ceded to,  they  Would  not  be  confined  to 
Irelaml,  ahd  we  might  rue  in  England  t^e 
banefbl  consequences  of  rashly  granting 
a  measure  contrary  to  the  well  grounded 
j^rejudices  of  the  great  mas^  of  the  com* 
munity.  *'  I  wish  (proceeded  hialordflAilp) 
to  state  the  governing  principle  which  has 
atetuttted  my  mind  in  uniting  myself  to  the 
^nristing  government.  I  fitKl  that  two  sys- 
tems ai^  in  being,  supported  by  directly 
c^pMite  interests ;  and  daring  the  former 
administrations  with  whom  I  acted,  whe- 
ther of  the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, or  of  lord  Sidmouth,  a  great  Va- 
riMy  of  opinions  prevailed  on  the  princi- 
pie  of  Catholic  emancipation  ;  but  what 
all  of  us  concurred  in  was  this,  that  it  was 
not  the  fit  moknent  for  forcing  the  question 
— i-'we  differed  as  to  principle,  w^  con- 
iJurred  bs  to  time.  My  reason,  t>ien,  for 
hiclininfg  to  this  side  of  the  House  rather 
than  to  the  other  it,  that  my  sentiments 
More  nearly  accord  With  those  of  my 
friends  roniid  me,  because  the  wish  of  gen- 
tlemen opposite  is  imnfediate'  stid  unregti- 
lated  emancipation,  to  which  it  ii  impos- 
sible' I  shotild  accede,  unless,  indeed,  I 
should  ftdter  niost  e^emially  in  those* 
fJHnciples  which  it  has  been,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be,  my  pride'  to  maintain  unal- 
tered. If,  indeed,  a  go^nrtnettt  of  united 
ititejgpi^tjr  and  ability  could  have  been 
fbrmed,  I  should  have  been  one  of  the  laiit 
t^  discoutifenafice  it,  or  rather  one  of  the 
first  to  oflf^r  it  my  weak  support  and  aissis- 
tatice.  Thus  then,  I  think  I  ha^  steted 
enodgh  t6  satisfy  the  hon.  gentlemeu  op- 
pbsite:  If  n6t,  I  lam^t^hnthelrntfnds 
ltr6  not  open  to  couvlcttofi;  bM  this  I  cttA 
assure  them,  thkt  V  have  satisfifed  myself, 
l^tmsf,'  aho  that  I  havb  'Mttcd'ctttw^  tor 
(VOL.  XXI,) 


coni^iiice  tfee  Hou^  of  the  purity  of  my 
nIotiVM  in  taking  that  alteilMtive,  which  I 
conceived  to  be  ihost  <iondutive  to  the  ge* 
n^ral  welfare.''  With  resp^t  to  the  cam- 
paigns, if  the  hon.  bart  thought  it  ad« 
vis&le  to  go  intb  a  committee  on  that  siib*^ 
j^^  he  ought  to  have  done  so  two  yeat^- 
eaiiei".  Was  it  nothings  he  wodld  ask,  to 
the  fi^litary  interests  of  this  countiy,  that 
in  thofe  campaigns  Portugal  bad  been 
wirested  from  the  enemy  ?  He  would  con- 
tend that  t^e  first  had  procured  the  safely 
of  the  wh«Ie  south  of  Spaiii  and  the  port 
of  Cadiz.  He  Would  moreover  assert,  that 
to  the  campukti  in  Estremadura  we  owed 
that  other  gr£t  hold  in  Spain,  Gallicia. 
But  for*  these,  IPprtugal  had  not  been  ours. 
The  port  of  Cad^  had  been  in  the  hands' 
of  the  enemy,  and  the  fleet  of  Ferrol  ^ized* 
upon.  The  allusion  to  Walcheren  -  had^ 
more  of  parliamentary  trick  in  it  than  of 
josticf^,  and  Uie  hop.  gentleman  himselF 
had  been  candid  enough  to  allow  on  a  foN' 
met  occasion,  that  h^  had  afiR>rded' every 
means  of  enquiry.  When  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman said  he  was  incompetent  to  the  exi^ 
cutlbn  of  such  an  und<i^aking,  he  sfaouhl 
have  recollected  his  owp  admission,  that 
be  had  no  fkalt  to  find  wHh  the  execution. 
Rethought  his  present  dfdanrttoh  rather 
inconsistent  with  hir  former.  As  to  the' 
principles  on  which  he  sttould  act,  they^' 
were  those  which  Mr.  Pitt  ^d  satictioned- 
with  bis  immortal  name,  and  with  his  de- 
cided view»  of  the  policv  of  the  countrjr 
both  external  and  internal,  he  should  think' 
hiuTself  apolitical  ccfward  if  be  were  afraid' 
to  place  his  humble  services  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Prinee  Regent.  It  Was  for  his* 
Royal  Highness  to  command,  and  under 
that  command  he  would  fight  the  battles' 
of  the  constitution  with  alacrity. 

Mr.  Titmey  expressed  his  happinesi  at' 
bearing  #bat  were  called  the  dry  princi-' 
pies  of  the  noble  lord  who  had  just  taken' 
brs  seat ;  they  had  undergone  no  change, 
and  needed  none,  fiir  any  that  were  more 
convenient  for  eVery  emergency  it  was 
difficult  to  de'vii^.  His  principles  on  the 
Catholic  question  were  the  same,  namely^ 
a  principle  which  allowed  him  upon  oiie 
occasion  to  be  for  tbe  Catholics,  on  ano- 
ther* to  bie  atfafnst  them.  AH  that  was  * 
known  was,  that  as  the  noble  lord  came 
out  so  he  wbnt  in.  On  lord  WellesleyV 
going  out  of  office  there  had  certainly  been' 
great  difficulty  in  persuading  any  other' 
man  to  come  into  omce,  and  the  right  hon. 
gentletnan  opposite  was  doubtless  happy* 
in  the  noble  lord's  assistance,  for  the  noble" 
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lord  had  been  qat  to  gran  for  at^oot  a 
couple  of  years,  and  fresh  and  Tigorous 
for  action,  he  had  been  now  caagbt  and 
brought  back  again  to  his  old  work. — Mr. 
Tierney  had  no  doubt  that  the  statement 
of  the  noble  lord,  that  he  had  not  entered 
into  any  stipulation  with  ministers,  was 
true ;  but  having  it  from  authority  the 
most  unquestionable,  he  would  assert  most 
distinctly,  that  in  the  cabinet  there  was  an 
nndecstanding  regarding  the  agitation  of 
the  Catholic  question  :  he  was  convinced 
that  at  least  some  stipulations  had  been 
entered  into  between  a  portion  of  the  ser- 
^anU  of  the  Regent;  and  he  took  upon 
himself  most  peremptorily  to  affirm,  that 
in  the  highest  quarter  there  had  been  a 
misunderstanding  of  a  most  extraordinary 
nature.  The  question  was  not  who  should 
form  the  government,  but  whether  there 
should  be  any  government  at  all,  for  at 
present  none  existed.  Who  was  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Afiatrs  ?  Who 
occupied  the  War  and  Colonial  Depart- 
ment? and  what  arrangement  had  been 
made  for  the  secession  of  Mr.  Yorke 
from  the  situation  of  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty ?  In  the  time  of  Mr.  Pitt,  the 
usual  answer  made  to  motions  like  the 
present  was,  that  the  state  of  the  nation 
was  not  to  be  examined,  because  the 
country  confided  in  the  minister,  that  he 
would  take  care  that  all  was  prosperous. 
Was  he  to  suppose  that  the  country  would 
be  equally  safe  in  the  hands  yf  that  dis- 
tinguished statesman  opposite?  It  was 
true,  he  was  bred  and  bom  under  Mr. 
Pitt,  but  was  it  to  be  presumed,  therefore, 
that  he  possessed  /  either  his  credit  or  his' 
Ulents  ?  He  did  not  think  that  the  right  hon. 
t^e  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  friends 
acted  wisely  or  kindly  by  him,  in  thrusting 
bim  forward,  and  makins  him  so  much 
t)ieir  boast,  especially  when  it  was  con- 
aider^  that  he  was  but  a  statesman  of 
five  years  old.  He  had  yet  not  directed 
any  of  those  great  enterprizes  undertaken 
by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  -^ad  shewn  little  more 
Uian  a  fixed  determination  to  remain  in 

Sower,  making  offers,  first  to  one  peer,  and 
len  to  another,  until,  as  a  sort  or  dernier 
resort  he  had  pitched  upon  the  noble  lord 
opposite,  who  after  having  undergone 
much  suflTering,  was  at  last  sweetened  and 
fresh  for  office.  The  main  point  to  be 
established,  or  rather  which  had  been 
established,  was  this,  that  the  lords  Grey 
and  Grenrille  could  not  juin  the  present 
servants  without  a  base  dereliction  of 
principU^    and    whoever    advised   the 
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Prince  to  write  the  Latter,  maktaff  tbe 
proposal  to  them,  took  care  that  it  moald 
be  so  couched  as  to  ensure  a  refusal. 
When  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  tha 
Exchequer  first  quitted  the  profession  to 
which  be  had  been  educated,  he  stated  aa 
his  reason,  that  he  was  called  upon  to 
stand  by  the  "  Good  Old  King.''  Now  bo 
was  disposed,  no  ■  doubt,  to  stand  by  tbo 
•'  Good  Young  Regent :"  and  if  any  ac« 
cident  should  happen  to  deprive  the  coun- 
try of  h^  Royal  Highness,  he  would  be 
equally  anxious  to  stand  by  the  "  Good 
Young  Princess  Charlotte/'  If  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  was  to  be  pointed  to  as 
the  key  stone  on  which  the  whole  fiibric 
of  the  state  was  to  depend,  it  was  a  most 
decisive  reason,  indeea,  for  instantly  going 
into  the  committee. — He  could  not  have 
the  slightest  hesitation  in  saying,  on  the 
part  or  his  noble  /riends,  lords  Grey  and 
Grenville,  that  it  was  their  conviction  that 
if  the  discontents  in ,  Ireland  were  not  im- 
mediately removed,  there  was  every  reasoo 
to  apprenend  the  most  dangerous  conse- 
quences ;  and  when  it  was  asserted  that 
lord  Grenville  had  shifted  his  ground,  it 
ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that  two  years 
of  increased  confusion  hsd  since  been 
witnessed  in  Ireland,  and  lord  Grenville 
had  it  not  in  his  power  now  to  ofier  any 
redress.  For  himself,  he  did  not  believe 
that  a  tythe  of  the  regulations  some  men 
reottired  were  necessary ;  but  lord  Gren- 
ville was  of  a  different  opinion,  and  upon 
the  subject  of  the  Veto  he  had  expressed  it. 
At  the  former  period,  the  Catholics  de- 
clared their  readiness  to  meet  the  difficulties 
halfway ;  and  how  was  it  to  be  ascertained 
that  if  sincere  offers  were  now  proposed  to 
them,  they  would  not  exhibit  the  same 
disposition  ?  At  the  present  moment  lord 
Grenville  was  as  desirous  as  ever  of  pro- 
curing the  necessary  guards,  if  they  could 
be  obtained  ;  but  if  not,  he  was  willing  to 
avert  ^e  total  .ruin  of  the  country,  by 
making  a  comparatively  insignificant  pa* 
orifice.  Was  the  noble  lord  who  spoke 
last  the  only  man  who  was  to  be  allowed 
to  modify  his  sentiments  with  the  urgency 
of  the  occasion?  Nothing,  however,  could 
be  more  unjust  than  to  state  that  those  two 
distinguished  peers  were  actuated  by  the 
narrow  principles  which  governed  tij^ 
noble  lord.  They  would  be.  happy  to 
listen  to  ai\y  proposition  that  woula  tend 
to  the  public  benefit,  but  they  would  onlv 
hear  it  from  a  person  who  agreed  witb 
them  in  the  main  principle  of  Catholic 
Emancipation,— To  the  subject  of  the  vrar 
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carried  on  in  Spain  am)  Portugal^  he 
#oqI<1  next  advert/  and  to  the  assertion 
of  lord  Castlereagh,  that  it  coald  be  con- 
ducted and  directed  by  none  who  did  not 
hel  a  tioleht  enthusiasm  in  the  cause. 
Ifis  (Mr.  T.'s)  opinion  was,  that  the  mea- 
'anres  were  to  be  limited  by  the  meanf, 
tHear,  hear!] — although  there  could  be 
but  one  feeling  in  the  nation  that  to  the 
utmost  of  our  means  the  common  enemy 
of  the  liberties  of  man  was  to  be  resisted. 
If,  indeed,  the  government  of  the  new 
Reg€fncy  were  united,  if  the  recruiting 
service  from  the  re-animation  of  the 
country  were,  more  successful,  if  our 
finances  were  better  managed,  and  if  above 
all,  the  whole  po|)u]ation  of  the  empire 
were  conciliated,  additional  inducements 
to  more  vigorous  efforts  would  be  supplied. 
Hedevsh-ed  to* be  distinctly  understood  that 
he  never  maintained  that  it  was  necessary 
to  withdraw  the  British  army  from  the 
5>enin8ula ;  all  he  requested  was,  that  the 
subject  should  be  soberly  and  deliberately 
investigated,  and  that  the  House  should 
not  be  led  away  by  the  enthusiastic  spirit 
which  the  noble  lord  had  so  much  ad- 
mired. Of  lord  Wellington  he  entertained 
the  highest  opinion  :  a  braver  oflScer,  one 
more  beloved  by  his  troops  or  more  zea- 
lously attached  to  the  interests  of  his 
country,  could  not  exist.  But  if  lord 
Wellington's  enthusiasm  pervaded  the 
ministry,  he  should  be  glad  to  learn  why 
marquis  Wellesley  had  deserted  them  in 
their  utmost  need  ?  What  was  the  cause 
of  his  quitting  office  ?  Was  it  the  Catholic 
question  ?  Was  it  the  state  of  the  finances  ? 
Was  it  a  difierence  of  opinion  with  re- 
gard to  the  assistance  to  be  afforded  to 
Spain  ?  He  claimed  an  answer  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on  behalf  of 
the  country,  since  it  would  tend  to  throw 
much  tight  upon  subjects  which  a  strong 
disposition  bad  been  shewp  to  keep  in  the 
shade.  The  lamentabJe  state  of  the  go- 
Ternment  at  the  present  moment,  when  all 
was  loose  conjecture,  rendered  the  propo- 
sition ibr  a  committee  on  the  state  of  the 
nation  still  more  expedient.  It  seemed  to 
him  a  singular  determination,  reflecting 
on  pastevents,  that  Mr.  Perceval  should  be 
the  erne  qud  nan  of  every  new  administra- 
tion, particularly  when  he  was  almost  the 
only  docided  enemy  of  the  Catholics 
clahns,  the  concession  of  which  would 
be  the  salvation  or  the  refusal  tha  ruin  of 
^M  nation. 

Lord  CaakreagK  in  explanation,  said, 
that  ho  was  not  aware  of  any  laoaiit  oif- 
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cumstancet  to  alter  his  opinion  on  the  Ca« 
thoiic  question.  He  made  no  confession 
of  any  new  opinions,  but  felt  as  he  alway  i 
did  on  that  subject."  But  when  his  right 
hon.  friend  had  been  accused  of  incon- 
sistency, he  asked,  was  he  guilty  of  more 
inconsistency  than  lords  Grey  and  Gren* 
ville,  when  those  noble  lords  took  lords 
Sidmouth,  Erskine,  and  Ellenborougb^ 
into  their  councils ;  or  was  it  their  inten- 
tion to  have  left  lord  Sidmouth  in  the  lurch 
as  soon  as  the  Catholic  question  should  bo 
started  ?  Or  did  they  act  differently  from 
his  right  hon.  friend,  when,  in  their  me- 
morandum laid  before  the  King,  they  re- 
served to  themselves  the  right  of  vote,  in 
their  individual  capacity,  for  the  Catholie 
question^ 

Earl  Tarfk  felt  it  necessary  to  take  up 
the  attention  of  the  Hou^  but  for  a  few 
moments.  He  begged  leave,  in  the  most 
positive  manner,  to  state,  that  neither  lorda 
Grey  or  Grenville  did,  at  any  period  of 
their  political  lives,  much  less  in  the  for- 
mation of  the  government  at  which  they 
were  at  the  head,  hold  out  any  idea  that 
the  Catholic  claims  were  not  to  be  deemed 
a  government  question  :  on  the  contraryj 
previously  to  their  dismissal  from  office* 
they  expressly  stated,  that  they  ever  would 
reserve  to  themselves,  whenever  the  sub- 
ject was  introduced  into  parliament,  tho 
right  of  advising  the  King  as  a  govern- 
ment, and  not  merely  as  individuals.— As 
to;  the  proposal  to  join  the  present  ad- 
ministration,  he  would  say  a  few  words. 
Of  lord  Grenville  it  was  not  permitted 
him  to  speak,  but  of  lord  Grey,  be  would 
pronounce,  that  if  any  man  had  been 
more  conspicuous  than  another  in  tho 
country  for  public  honour  and  private 
iaith,  for  public  purity  and  private  worth, 
that  man  was  loid  Grey.  Such  a  charactef 
was  he,  that  there  was  not  any  person, 
however  high,  who  might  not  go  with 
that  noble  lord  with  more  honour  into 
the  obscurity  of  retirement,  than  follow 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  the  most 
dazzling  heights  of  power.  How  vain 
was  it,  then,  to  speak  of  such  a  coalition ! 
The  offer  of  his  Royal  Highness  he  would 
always  consider  as  dictated  by  responsible 
advisers,  and  it  was  an  offer  tHbt  never  waa 
intended  to  be  accepted,  but  was,  in  fact, 
meant'  to  be  refused.  It  was  a  mockery, 
which  merited  and  could  receive  only  re- 
jection. He  only  regretted,  indeed,  that 
his  Royal  Highness  could  ever  have  been 
brought  to  think  so  ill  of  those  noble  lorda, 
as  to  imagiiMi  that  in  one  ihort  year  they 
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l^ld  Me  bveen  cap^Wk  of  4f|if|i;ikiag 
>heir  priacii^es.  Jf  ^  char^cler  wu  thf 
^treogtb  of  a  covotry/'  Aben  aurely  ih^e 
pharact^rof  tfae  fNiblic  ipea  of  Epgland 
3va3  \i9  b«]i¥Ark;  aini  it*  goyemmem 
CQtAil4  be  reipecte4  abroad  or  lo?ed  at 
boDjie^  only  ioa^much  as  that  govaromaot 
|/ra«  c^mpo^ed  of  #u^  public    opuea    a^ 

? laced  principle  above  every  iOthar  ob^ck 
The  npble  lords  bad  cartainJy  "  no  pr«« 
f^ile^ions  t9  Aodaige,  no  resenUnenu  ^ 
sratify^"  bat  at  the  aame  time  the  right 
^on.  gentlemfoi  and  tbe  noble  lord  eboold 
know,  tl^at  for  baae  l^cra  tb/^y  had  aq 
principle  tn  ]<|se. 

Tbe  Ck/tncellor  of  th  Exchequqr  would 
^ot  trouble  the  (iouie  at  lenstb  on  the 
question  before  \i,  because  wnateyer  the 
hon.  baronet  might  honestly  think  of  tbe 
object  of  his  motion,  the  question  was  not 
^p  decide  on  the  subjects  he  bad  introduced 
in  bis  speech,  but  simply  this, — whether 
it  was  necessary  pr  not  to  advice  his  Bovai 
Highness  to  choose  other  counseJlors  ?  Inis 
yif^B  .obviously  tbe  question ;  and,  indeed, 
It  vras  frankly  ^d  honourably  confessed 
tp  be  so,  by  an  hon«  g/entlem;|n  (Mr* 
Whitbread) :  so  that  the  hon.  baronet  was 
p^consdously  the  leader  of  the  great 
phalanx  ou  his  side  of  the  House.  It  was 
impossible  to  suppose,  ^nd  even  the  ioge- 
liious  speech  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr»  Tierney)  could  pot  amuse  the  House 
jnto  an  opinion,  that  it  was  seriojifsly  in? 
tended  to  discuss  the  negopiations  in  1806, 
or  the  two  first  Spanish  campaigns,  or 
pther  expeditions,  which  bad  already  been 
pften  submitted  to  their  consideration* 
There  was  a  part  of  the  hon.  baronet's 
speech,  however,  connected  with  these 
points,  which  he  did  pot  wish  altogether 
fp  pass  over.  Tbe  hon.  baronet  ap- 
proved of  the  expedition  to  Cepepbegen 
on  such  grounds,  that  he  begged  leaFe  to 
pec|ine  praise  given  on  such  a  foupdatinn* 
Tbe  expedition,  according  tp  the  bpp.  be? 
ronet,  was  justified  by  eicpe^iepcy,  but 
|lot  by  the  law  of  nations.  He  voukt 
f optend  that  on  every  rational  principle 
of  the  Uw  of  nations,  that  expeditiop  was 
perfectly  justifiable.  Thus  much  alone 
Vould  he  say  op  ihe  diSerent  topics  intro- 
duced by  the  hop.  baronet,  not  as  aban- 
dopipg  any  of  these  topics  when  properly 
bfopgbt  forward,  nor  indeed  out  of  any 
disrespect  to  the  hon.  mover  himself,  but 
)>ecause  the  motion  appeared,  to  be,..bow- 
ftver  ignorant  the  hon.  bajropet  ipigbt  be 
ff  it,  for  in(}uiry  not  ipto  the  state  pf  the 
n^AvBu  but  m(i»  the  n\§^  uf  w^^    Tinr 


IKr  n«M«f  9M09'«  Wf^^ 


imm 


4i^  to  n^ike  a  chfuige  in  ib»  Prin«e  M^ 
gent's  caunciU*  The  oentiefmfn  ion  tbe 
other  side  (fought  it  hard  thatjome  ^ap^ 
should  pof  tajce  Alace^  if  even  that  i^angt 
were  only  tried  as  an  ex|ierime»i.  4# 
least  they  bq|[ge4  for  a  change  fortar^ 
sbo^  Qiontbs*  lo  be  able  to  know  wbethsfr 
tbe  Catholics  might  not  be  conciliatyii  ^ 
whether  the  Catholics  might  not  he  in  » 
temper  to  ag<^e  tp  these  securiii—  vhi«fc 
they  had  refund.  The  right  hon.  gentia- 
tlemfm  had  said,  th^t  lord  Granville  siiV 
was  of  the  fame  opinipn  as  to  tbe  necessiij 
of  securities.  0e  cop£essed  he  did  no| 
entirely  undetrstend  what  had  fallen  from 
the  right  hoo.  gentlemtfa,  for  be  did  w4 
yet  know  whether  lord  Granville  wm 
preparad  to  grant  epiancipation,  in  €aae 
those  8ec^rities  9hould  still  be  refusciL 
This  however,  he  knew,  that  the  Hooie 
should  have  some  candid  informatioo,  bar 
fore  it  should  Imb  called  on  to  jttd|pe  oC 
lord  Grenville'a  views  on  this  importaal 
subject.  His  noble  friend  had  been 
charged  with  a  remarkable  coof^nieaca 
of  principle,  for  conienting  to  give  tbe 
assistanoa  of  bis  talents  to  the  admuustra* 
tion,— rgreat  convenience  of  priaciplnl 
And  from  whom  did  this  charge  proceed  f 
firom  thoee  persons  in  the  party  of  the 
noble  lords,  who  in  bis  opinion  hiad  shews 
as  much  convenience,  as  much  application 
at  least  of  principle  to  times  and  cirfiumv 
stances,  as  any  statesmen  that  ever  livedo 
If  convenience  of  principle  were  a  quality 
to  be  found  in  public  mep,  convenience 
of  principle  in  the  sense  of  applying  prior 
ciple  differently,  at  di£BNrent  times,  to  dm 
s^me  question,  he  thought  that  quality 
was  not  to  be  fi>und  in  higher  perlipctioa 
in  any  other  public  men,  than  in  lords 
prenville  and  Grey.  His  noble  friend 
held  the  mne  opinion  now,  that  he  ever 
did  op  the  Catl|plic  claims.  He  had  ainea 
tbe  Union,  been  always  t^e  samfV-SNHSf 
with  the  poble  lords.  Upon  the  bre^MPg 
up  of  Mr.  Pitt's  administration  in  ISM^ 
were  not  the  npble  lords  as  much  ^wviner 
ed  as  p^w  of  the  vital  necessity  ef  earrvr 
ing  that  question  ?  Thev  did  eanry  the 
abolition  of  the  Slave-trade,  a  mfuerefer 
which  they  bad  his  thenks  ae  weU  as  the 
epplau^ee  of  their  country  ami  the  goad 
wishes  of  mankind  >  b^t  thopgh  in  the 
plenitude  of  pewar,  did  not  they  rnojiait 
to  let  t|iii4,  their  vital  que«tiw,  aleep  far 
,  one  session,  and  did  not  they  make  -eveff 

effert  to  put  it  off  the  jMSt  i   Wee.  il  iMt 
ki^t  hefA  dgripg  th^  :phole  «l  Mm 
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««4pic«t^pibose  priociplM  tbey  prefeqied 
i»  admire  «9  Abe  brigbit  f«»oiple  «f  ibeir 
«f^«€t«  CQHieni  V>  sbua  ihk  qoMtion^ 
Sid  not  Ihejr  shew  mich  a  dUposiUoo  io 
^mporm,  thfti  «Ql«e«  it  bad  been  forced 
H^Ato  fheiD),  it  migbt  be  c«i»cliided  tbey 
mmtf  voidd  have  broagbt  it  ea?  Aad 
tbesj  when  it  was  forced  upoo  tlieiD>  wbat 
fdid  tbey  d^  i  Instead  of  recoannendiog 
ihe  adef>tioaof  ibeir  Tital  question/  tbey 
alele  a  liule  something  into  the  Mutiay 
J^ll,  which  someibiog^  indeed,  m  its  very 
oaUMre,  pledged  them  to  a  further  progress 
m  the  road  upon  which  tbey  had  entered. 
U  was  the  fust  step,  bat  the  conse^tteoees 
4e  which  It  led  were  sach,  that  no  wise 
IM«i  refleetiiig  mind  could  fail  to  expe- 
rience the  greatest  uneasioess  from  their 
pememplatioa.  Bat  the  introdactioia  of 
itiat  little  eonetbiog  was  resisted,  and 
flraoge  to  tell,  these  mitn  of  consinency, 
**-<theBe  uncbsngtng  and  unchangeable 
fnen,  gave  up  even  that  little  someihing. 
Yes,  the  men  of  principle  were  cenve-^ 
^ient  enough  to  be  ready  to  remaiii  in 
office  though  that  vital  question  was  given 
up.  With  what  face  such  men  could 
sund  up  in  the  mkUt  of  a  nation  who 
J(new  all  this,  and  talk  of  their  con* 
sistency,  and  taunt  others  with  the  want  of 
it,  be  was  at  a  1<mm  to  imagine.  He  did 
not,  in  imitation  of  the  manner  in  which 
he  and  his  colleagues  were  treated  by 
others,  accuse  those  neble  lords  of  being 
ectnated  by  any  base  view  to  place  or 
profit  in  their  wishing  to  remain  m  office. 
Ko  8iH>h  thing:  they  had  an  object  in 
view,  which  he  really  beiiered  tbey 
Ibpvght  of  importance;  but,  like  en- 
lightened men,  seeing  tbey  ceuld  not 
t^ns  their  fa?ourite  measure  at  one  time, 
and  hoping  that  they  might  at  another,  tbey 
leroperiaed,^— they  made  their  principle 
coAfeoient  to  a  particular  pttrpose,'*-*and 
in  his  opinion  ,tbey  acted  wisely,  But 
when  called  upon  for  their  assistance  in 
the  general  a^rs  of  the  nation,  any  tern* 
ponaing  was,  itaeemed,  impossible.  Then 
the  question  was  ef  such  vital  importance, 
that  its  eensideration  could  pet  be  delayed 
»  sin^  month.  Mr.  Fox  was  the  pattern 
^  the  gentle«ien  opposite,  yet  through  Us 
life  tbey  waved  the  consideration  of  the 
CatboUc  qneslien ;  but  now  they  e»!laim- 
ed  that  tl^re  could  be  ne  delay,  although 
temeibing  very  like  insurrection  or  rebel* 
lion  waa  at  the  bottom  ef  the  proceedings 
M  that  sul^et.  If  they  were  admitted 
la  fewer  an  their  «wn  temuv  wis  it  poa« 
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#le  to  cairy  4his  ^psslien?  Wave  ihn 
<^atbolics  likely  to  give  Ummo  secnritieiv 
i^ich,  not  bigots,  bnt  enlightened  atatest* 
men,— not  himself,  but  lord  Grenviile 
reqaiited?  The  Caikholics  would  not,  ae» 
cording  to  the  principles  of  their  religiei^ 
if  he  kuew  any  thi;^  of  it,  give  those  sa* 
curities.  For  his  own  part,  these  were  no 
^considerations  with  him.*  He  did  aei 
think  it  expedient  to  grant  the  CatJUohos 
their  claims,  nor  did  he  see  in  the  kiture 
any  contingency  of  political  events  thst 
could  make  it  ezped ient.  As  to  the  charge 
that  he  bad  abandoned  the  question  as  a 
cabinet  measure,  he  certainly  thought 
^hat  a  difierence  on  this  head  ought  not  to 
exclude  any  man  of  talents  from  lending 
his  assistance  in  the  councils  of  the  Prince 
Regent;  and  for  this  reason  he  shouU 
not  refuse  it  from  any  difference  on  a 
speculative  point;  for  as  far  as  practical 
purposes  went,  as  far  as  it  was  considered 
inexpedient  now  to  make  concessions,  he 
begged  leave  distinctly  to  state,  that  all 
his  colleagues,  whatever  shades  of  sentt* 
meat  there  might  be  upon  particular 
points,  concurred  in  this  opinion,  that  at 
this  present  time,  whether  from  the  state 
of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland->«-whether  from 
the  state  of  the  Pope — (Hear,  hear !  from 
the  Opposition  Benches).  The  hon^  gen* 
tlemen  turned  up  their  heads  at  this.  Bui 
what  did  lord  Granville  'say  in  the  very 
letter  then  on  the  table :  if  any  security 
be  given,  it  must  be  an  ecclesiastical  one  \ 
and  that  ecclesiastical  one  must  be  through 
the  Pope-x-for  it  was  not  coniistent  with 
that  religion  to  give  up  any  right  of  the 
Pope  without  the  consent  of  the  Pope*** 
therefore  whatever  shades  of  opinion  there 
might  be  between  himself  and  his  col* 
leagues  upon  other  points,  in  this  they 
were  concurrent,  that  this  was  not  the 
proper  time  for  concession.  Without  as- 
piring to  a  knowledge  of  what  might  ba 
the  future  opinion  of  the  Regent,  he  waa 
content  to  serve  his  Royal  Highness,  while 
he  would  accept  his  services.  If  it  should 
occur  that  his  royal  master  should  not 
choose  to  abide  by  the  advice  which  he 
now  bad  the  honour  to  give  on  this  sub« 
ject,  and  rfiould  cease  to  regard  it  in  the 
light  that  be  did  at  present,  then  he,  with 
all  that  gratitude  which  the  fisyours  con* 
ferred  on  him  by  that  royal  person,  ween 
calculated  to  inspire,  would  beg  leave  to 
depart  from  bis  councils;  and  would  make 
his  bow  with  as  much  satisfaction  as  erer 
he  did  anetttering  the  rwal  palace.  Ha 
shanld  not  think  hioieelr  jumied  in  ea« 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


fOSK]  HOUSE  OF.COMMONS, 

d^tTooring  to  6z  a  permanent  and  indeii* 
)ble  iviprenioB  on  the  royal  mind.     It 
wai  hit  duty  to  give  hit  royal  roaster  the 
best  adrice  in  his  power*  during  the  pe- 
riod of  his  service ;    bat  he  should  hare 
ao  right  to  impate  to  his  Royal  Highness 
«  dereliction  of  principle,  should  he,  under 
«  change  of  circumstances,  alter  his  opi- 
nion.   The  Prince  had  thought  proper  to 
retain  him  in  his  service,  with  all  those 
prejudices  which  at  the  commencement 
of  the  limited  Regency  had  been  studt- 
oosly  instilled  into  his  Royal  Highness's 
mind  against   the  King's    servants,  and 
which  prejudices  were  conveyed  to  them 
in  an  open,  frank,  and  therefore  consola^ 
tory  manner ;    yet  at  the  end  of  the  li- 
mited Regency,  such  an  experience  had 
he  of  those  servants, — so  advantageous  to 
his  country  did  he  perceive  their  mea- 
•ures  to  bej— so  productive  of  glory,  and 
iK>nour,  and  benefit,  that  he  had  the  mag- 
nanimity to  avow  the  change  which  had 
taken  place  in  his  sentiments  respecting 
them,  and  to  signify  his  pleasure  that  they 
should  continue  to  administer  the  affairs 
of  the  country.    This  was  a  delicate  topic, 
on  which  he  was  reluctant  to  say  any 
thinff,  and  on  which  it  was  easy  to  say  too 
much.    With  regard  to  the  subjects  with 
which  the  hon.   baronet  introduced  his 
motion,  he  hoped  to  be.  excused  from  en- 
tering into  them,  not  because  they  had 
not  been  well  advanced  or  supported,  but 
because  they  did  not  seem  to  require  any 
reply.     He  would  refer  the  hon.  baronet 
to  past  debates  as  a  reply  to  some  oC  them, 
and  to  future  ones  for  a  reply  to  others ; 
satisfied  as  he  was  that  the  reafr  object  of 
the  motion  (although,  perhaps,  the  hon. 
baronet  might  not  himself  be  aware  of  it,) 
was  that  which  he  had  stated  at  the  com* 
mencement  of  his  speech. 

Mr,  Coitfipi^  had  anticipated  the  turn 
which  the  discussion  had  taken ;  namely, 
to  a  consideration  of  the  principles  on 
which  the  new  administration — if  it  could 
be  so  called— was  formed.  It  was  painfiil 
to  an  individual  standing  almost  alone, 
unbacked  by  any  party,  to  express  his 
opinion  on  this  subject ;  but  it  was  a  duty 
from  which  he  had  determined  not  to 
•brink.  In  the  formation  of  a  new  admi? 
nistration,  there  were  two  material  ques- 
taoQS  that  pressed  themselves  upon  the 
country,  aiid  on  his  mind  :  the  one  the 
military  transactions  abroad;  the  other 
the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  empire, 
and  especially  of  Ireland.  To  the  mili- 
tary UansactioDt  he  gave  fait  warmest 
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praise;    he  should  most  strenuously  a«p* 
port  any  government  that  could   carry 
them  on  as  they  had  been  carriedon  lor 
the  last  two  years.     But  it  was  materisl 
to  consider  upon  what  grounds  the  trsMi- 
quillity  of  the  kingdom  was  to  rest.      Oa 
a  former  night  he  had  opposed  the  motuHi 
concerning  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  4>e* 
cause  it  involved  a  censure  of  ministers 
whom  he -did  not  deem  censurable,  and 
because  he  did  not  think  the  mode  of 
bringing  forward  the*  motion  well  chosen. 
He  did  not  approve  of  the  mode,  becaase 
he  conceived    that    much  more  beaefit 
would    result    from    the  question  being 
brought  before  parliament  by  the  execo* 
tive    government.      Now,   however,  the 
matter  was  changed,  and  he  deemed  it  a 
most  serious  question,  when    what  had 
been  heard  from  two  ministers  that  night 
was  considered,  namely,  that  the  doors 
were  now  to  be  shut  for  ever  against  those 
claims.     (Hear!  hear!)     He  could  col- 
lect no  other  meaning,  but  that  as  long  as 
the  government  continued  on  its  present 
basis,  there  was  no  chance  of  that  question 
originating  with.  it.      Petitions,  indeed, 
might  be  received  firom  Ireland ;    but  the 
hope    he  entertained   that  the  Catholic 
question  would  be  brought  forward  as  a 
measure  of  government,  was  now  lost  for 
ever.      The  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  said  that  a  time  mi^ht 
come  when  those  claims  might  be  allowed, 
but  he  did  not  see  when  it  could  come; 
What  subtleties  !    What  refinements  !    It 
was  objected  to  an  orator  of  old,  that  he 
dealt  too  much  in  refinement :  *'.Aye/' 
said   he,  "  but   I  speak  to  Athenians. '^ 
To  whom  did  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
speak  ?  To  what  people  were  those  dis- 
tmctions  addressed  ?    To  a    people  who 
had  warm  and  generous  hearts  to  feet-,  but 
not  minds  qualified  to  discrinti nate ;   to 
persons  unenlightened,  rude,  and  unculti- 
rated  ;  who  belieYed  in  certain  mysteries 
which  staggered  our  faith,  but  which  cer* 
tainly  did  not  exceed  the  mysteries  of 
those    refinements.       The    declarartion» 
however,  amounted  to  this ;  -  to  a  denun- 
ciation of  perpetual  and  hopeless  exchn 
sion,  as  long  as  the  right  hon.  gentlemaa 
remained  in  office.     The  noble  lord  had 
said,  that  his  opinion  had  remained  the 
same  as  his  (Mr.  Canning's)  when  they 
were  in  office  together.    But  had  nothing 
happened  since?    He  thought  he  mitflit 
state  it  constitutionally— and  ho  staled  it 
as  a  principle  upon  which  he  acted  in 
taking  office;  and,  upon  which  he  actt^  ia 
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office— that  the  so?ereign  had  a  right  to 
an  individual  opinion  upon  all  subjects 
presented  to  him  by  his  cabinet;  and 
they  who  <)uestioned  that,  most  question 
many  of  the  acts  of  king  William,  many 
of  the  acts  of  that  period  nearest  the  reno- 
Tation  of  our  constitution,  and  when  we 
had  a  natural  jealousy  of  all  that  could 
impair  its  freshness.— It  was  a  question 
for  that  administration  to  decide  upon,  to 
which  the  noble  lord  had  alluded,  whether 
they  would  press  their  opinion  at  all  risks, 
or.  whether  they  would  leave  the  con- 
science of  their  sovereign  unwruog  upon 
that  delicate  point.  The  obstacle  that 
existed  was  a  great  one  ;  but  it  was  no 
greater  than  what  a  loving  father  inter- 
poses  to  an  expecting  but  not  undutiful 
child.  He  would  have  consented  to  con- 
cede the  claims  then,  but  that  individual 
whom  the  constitution  had  armed  with 
power  to  annul  the  consent,  had  intimated 
his-  intention  of  exerting  his  power.  He 
felt  that  circumstances  were  now  changed 
—he  felt  that  that  obstacle  (would  to  God 
it  had  not  been  so!)  was  renioved;  but 
even  if  he  did  not  see  that  change,  was  it 
likely  that  they  who  were  most  interested 
'-would  not  found  hopes  upon  it  ?  They 
had  looked  forward  to  the  removal  of  this 
obstacle,  as  a  period  when  their  grievances 
would  be  heard,  and  perhaps  redressed  ; 
and  what:  must  be  the  effect  of  this  disap- 
pointment upon  their  minds  ?  What  was 
always  the  effect  of  disappointed  hopes 
upon  the  human  mind  ?  He  was  speaking 
to  an  audience  capable  of  feeling  those 
questions.  Was  it  possible  that  the  de- 
bate of  this  evening  could  go  to  Ireland, 
and  not  excite  the  strongest  sensations? 
The'  completion  of  their  long  nourished 
desires  did  not  now  depend  upon  the  life  of 
an  aged'  man— a  life  the/  would  not 
shorten  on^  day  by  their  wishes  to  gain 
their  views— but  upon  the  continuation  of 
the  present  minister  in  favour;  but  what 
might  have  been  conceded  to  such  a  man, 
to  his  age,  to  his  sufferings,  to  the  memo- 
ry of  what  he  had  done  for  his  people, 
would  not  be  conceded  io  the  virtues  and 
services  of  his  right  hon.  friend.  A  ques* 
tion  of  this  vital  importance  was  now  to 
be  brought,  before  the  House  in  a  new 
way  ;  not  as*  a  government  one,  but  as 
one  on  which  every  person  would  be  at 
liberty  to  vote  according  to  his  real  feel- 
ings ;  and  there  was  a  possibility-^nay  a 
probability,  that  ministers  would  be  found 
voting  against  eacb  other.  It  was  prepos- 
terous thus  to  talk  of  discussmg  th^  ques- 


tion, without  admitting  any  mfluence  on 
the  part  of  the  crown.  Reference .  waa 
made  to  the  Slave  Trade,  in  justification 
of  this  plan  ;  but  he  thought  it  the  most 
fortunate  part  of  that  transaction  that  it 
was  at  last  taken  up  as  a  government  ques« 
tion,  when  the  trade  received  its  final 
blow.  If  that,  therefore,  were  cited  as  an 
example,  he  wished  it  also  to  be  cited  as  a 
warning.  It  lingered  on  year  after  year, 
till  it  was  brought  forward,  though  by  a 
discordant  administration,  as  a  ministerial 
measure— and  that  was  the  only  way  ia 
which  the  Catholic  question  ought  to  be 
treated.  Here  again  he  would  guard' 
against  being  construed  to  mean  unquali* 
fied  concession — he  meant  qo  such  thing 
— he  would  have  guards,  he  would  have 
qualifications  by  wbich  the  establishment 
both  of  church  and  state  might  be  effectu- 
ally secured.  Perhaps  he  should  be  ag^n 
answered  by  being  desired  to  produce  bit 
guards ;  but  any  one  must  know  that  to 
be  only  a  trick  in  argument.  Who  would 
bring  them  forward,  at  that  stage  of  the 
question,  to  undergo  a  hostile  discoMion  }  • 
Suppose  we  were  making  a  treaty  of  peace 
— must  we  disclose  all  our  terms,  all  our 
conditions,  prematurely,  to  be  conveyed 
perhaps  to  the  enemv?  Certainly  not. 
Aye,  but  then  it  wooldf  be  said,  why  here 
is  a  fellow  who  wishes  to  treat  without  any  * 
conditions  at  all.  Just  so  it  was  with 
regard  to  the  Cathplic  guards.  The  ques- 
tion, however,  was  an  important,  a  solemn 
one.  We  heard  it — we  felt  it — it  ani- 
tnated  the  whole  mass  of  the  Irish  popola* 
tion  :  it  came  over  almost  on  every  breece 
that  blew  upon  our  shores  ;  and  we  could 
not  evade  it  much  longer.  There  wai 
one,  but  one  cure  for  all  these  difficulties, 
and  that  was  the  executive  government 
looking  at  the  question  as  one  of  great  po« 
litical  magnitude — not  as  a  question  of  ab« 
street  morals.  He  was  compelled,  with 
reluctance,  to  signify  his  disapprobatioa 
of  the  principles  on  which  the  govern- 
ment was  acting  on  this  most  important 
subject,  by  voting  for  the  motion.  On 
the  war  of  the  peninsula,  his  opinions  re» 
mained  unchanged.  He  feare<{,  however, 
that  administration,  in  losing  the  noble 
marquis  (Wellesley)  had  lost  the  stimidui 
of  those  successes  which  had  graced  the 
two  last  years ;  nevertheless  .  he  would 
still  hope,  thitt  some  of  the  noble  lord's 
spirit  might  linger  on  his  successor,  and- 
that. such  .an  impetus  had  already,  been 
given,  that  .more  would  be  achieved  in  fn* 
ture.«-**Tbere  vrere  many  other  pointi  on 
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which  he  should  «aiicefi?e  it  t«  be  biv 
dat]F  to  support  the  existing  admhiiitra* 
ticm-  The  propriety  of  the  Order*  in 
Cooncti,  for  instance,  he  completeiy  con« 
curradi  in»  althoogh  perhaps  fome  enquiry 
was  oeoessary  into  the  alleged  abuses  in 
Um  Hcemce  trade*  On  the  subject  of  the 
€uh*eBcy,  he  thought  that  the  course 
adopted  by  the  Hoase  last  year  (whether 
wisely  or  not  was  not  the  qpestion  )  was  oon* 
clusife.  The  general  system  of  our  fo- 
ingn  relations  he  highly  approved,  and 
be  declared  that  should  any  other  set  of 
■Nik  be  placed  at  the  helm  of  goyepnment, 
who  night  think  it  expedient  to  abandon 
that  sytteok  of  war^sre  in  the  penlnsola 
by  which  tbo'.covntr^r  had  beeo  raised  to 
its  present  glorious  beight  of  cbaracten  he 
would  give  them  bis  &termined  opposi^ 
tioik4 

Sir  &  RmUfy  could  natsufier  the  House 
to  separate,  without  noticing  a  osost^xtra- 
ordikiary  expression  which  badMleb  ft-om 
bis  right  hon.  friend  tbe  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  In  alluding  to  lords  Grey  and 
Granville^  he  bad*  suted,  thai  they  had 
dane  nothing  on  the  Catholic  question 
during  their  adminiskration,  further  than 
«•  inserting  a  little  something  in  the  Mutiny 
Bill."  Now  he  (sir  Samuel)  recollected, 
that  at  the  time  of  tbe  introdoetidn,  this 
"little  something"  was  represented  by 
bis  right  hon.  friend  as  a  matter  of  such 
tremendoos  importance,  that  be  noticed  it 
in  his  public  address  to  his  constituents, 
and  added  thai  tbe  King  would  make  a 
stand  for  tbe  constitution,  and  that  he 
wooid  rally  round  his  sovereign  on  that 
occasion.  This  was  so  itnportanl  a  faet, 
that  he  could  not  avoid  noticing  it  now, 
for  his  right  hon.  friend,  to  serve  his  own 
purpose  then,  took  occltsion  to  make  that 
p«bli6  statement,  which  bis  fsMowers  re- 
echoed, and  which  had  nearly  raised  a 
war  of  religion  in  the  country*  (Hear, 
bear!) 

The  ChmedUt  of  the  Exchtguer  W9m  de- 
sivous  of  setting*  right  one  of  the  most  e«- 
traardinary  misrepreseotatioiis  wiiich  he 
bad  ever  beard,  the  more  extraordinary, 
as  coaning  from  a  person  so  capiM^  of  un* 
derstanding  every  thing  thai  could  paiss. 
He  had  certainly  made  use  of  the  precise 
woids  imputed  to  bim ;  bat  had  be  slopped 
tbeve  ^  Had  he  not  said  thai  the  "^  little 
semelbiag*'  was  introdoced  vpon  svdi  ar- 
guuMnts  and  principles,  thai,  to  any  per- 
sons possessing  any  thing  like  wisdom  or 
tbe  qualities  of  statesmen,  must  evidently 
appear  to  encoutage*  bo^  beyoQcHlMil 
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propositioa,  and  that  it  was  the  first  aaep* 
which  might  lead  lo  the  most  dangevo«»> 
eoasequeoces  ^  The  noise  in  the  Hooaa 
might  have  prevented  bisbevK  andleansed 
friend  from  hearing  distinctly,  ibr  he  ww 
sate  that  bis  hon.  and  learned  friend  eoold 
not  have  intended  knowingly  to  have  mi^ 
represented  him; 

After  a  short  reply  from  sir  T.  Turton 
the  House  divided : 

Ayea *••  136 

Noes aw 

Mi^cirily  agmnst  the  Motion..— -^7S 

Xiii  ^the  Mmaritys 


Abercromby^bon.  J. 
Adair,  R. 
Atthorpe,  lord  . 
Anson,  gen. 
Aubrey,  sir  J. 
Aub^,  sir  J.  Si. 
Biooing,  lord 
Baring,  sir  T. 
Baring,  A. 
Bennett,  H.  A. 
Bemiet,  hon.  H. 
Biddulpb,  R.  M. 
Bemaid,  Scfope 
Blscbfoidy  B.  P. 
Breughaia^  H. 
Brown,  A. 
Browne,  rt.  hon.  D. 
Burdett,SirF. 
Busk,  W. 
Byng,G. 
Calcraft,  J. 
Cavendish,  H. 
Canmag,  rt.  hoa^  G. 
Canning^  G. 
Coke,T.  W. 
Colborne,  R. 
Combe,  H.  C 
CutJjbert,  J.  R, 
Dent,  J. 
Dfckinsow,  W. 
OiHon,  ben.  a. 
Daaeaanonv  lord 
Donda%  hon.  C. 
Bdeoi  ban.  G. 
£UU,.C.  E. 
FergMSoa,.  gen. 
Fitsroy^  lord  W* 
Ficzpatrick,  hon.  R. 
Fitzgeratd,  lord  H; 
Franklaiid,  W. 
Ft«iHaAtle,'W.  U. 
Foley,  T. 
Foikestonei  lord 
Grattan^  rl.  hon.  H« 
Gties^D. 
Greenbili,  R. 
;Greenoiighy  G.  B.* 
iGrenfell,  P. 
Greoviile,  brd  G. 
Otme^vrW^ 


Gower,  lord 
Gower,  lord  G.  X*. 
Halsey,Jo8. 
Haiaikon,  k»d  A. 
Hanbary,  Wok 
Herbert,  hon*  W* 
Hibber^  G. 
Hippesley,  sir  J.  C. 
Howard,  boo.  W. 
Howard,  H. 
Howarth,  H. 
Homer,  F. 

Hutchinson,  hn.  C«  B. 
Huskisson,  W. 
Uussey,  T. 
Jackson,  J. 
Jotti£fe,H. 
Kemp,  T. 
Kni^t,  R. 
Knox,  hon.  J. 
Lamb,  hon.  W 
LatoQche,  R. 
Lemoa,  sir  W, 
IJsmoa,  J. 
Lemoa,  C. 
Leech,!. 
Lloyd,  J.  M. 
Lvttleton,  hon.  R. 
Macdonald,  J. 
Madocks,  W. 
Maths w,  hon.  Af* 
Itfarlin,  H. 
MUls,  W. 
Mikooylord 
Mooie,P. 
Morpeth^  lord 
Morris,  £. 
Mosley,  sir  0. 
Myers,  J. 

M6Bteomery,  sir  BM 
Nevilh^,  boo.  B. 
N«rth,D. 
Oidi^W; 
Oabome»lord-F^ 
Ossulstoaefloid 
ParneU,H. 
Pelbam»  boo.  G, 
Figgott,sir  A. 
Preodergast,  M^ 
^ittiej(  hen,  f ^ 
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Pollingtoiii  lord 
Ponsonby,  boo.  G. 
Ponsonby,  hon.  F. 
Powef,  R. 
Fjm,  F. 

Ridley,  sir  M.  W. 
JtofnUiy,  flir  S. 
Simpson,  boo.  J 
Sharp,  R. 
Smitby  Wm. 
Smith,  J. 
Smith,  J. 
Smith,  S. 
Smith,  Abel 
Spiert,  A. 
Stanley,  lord 
Scudamore,R.  ] 
Tarleton,gei^. 
Tavistock,  lord 
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Taylor,  M.  A. 
Tierney,  rt.  hon.  O. 
Tigbe.W. 
Temple,  earl 
Tracey,  Hanbury 
TempletowD,  lord 
Turton,  sir  T. 
B.        Walpole,  hon.  6. 
Ward,  hon.  J. 
Western,  C. 
Whitbread,  S. 
Winniogtnn,  sir  T. 
WiHtins,  W. 
WUltams,  O. 
Wynne,  sir  W.W. 
Wynne,  C.  W. 
Wrouesley,  H. 
Vernon,  G.  G.  V. 
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Friday,  February  ^i^ 

Ordbrs  in  Coukcil.]  The  order  of 
the  day  upon  which  their  lordships  were 
dummoned,  haying  been  read. 

The  Ms^rquis  o\  LamdownevM  he  rose 
in  parsoanc^  of  his  notice  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  their  lordships  to  the  Orders  in 
Council,  and  to  the  system  of  policy 
which  had  resulted  from  those  Oraers  so 
injurious  to  the  manufacturing  and  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  country,  and  to 
the  welfare  of  the  state.  Had  his  only 
motives  been  to  contradict  statements 
made  by  noble  lords,  oh  the  other  side, 
of  beneficial  effects  produced  by  these 
Orders,  he  should  hare  delayed  his  mo- 
tion until  petitions  (as  they  undoubtedly 
would)  had  flowed  in  from  all  the  manu- 
facturing districts  of  the  country,  proving 
in  the  strongest  terms  the  injurious  con- 
neauences  of  those  Orders.  He,  however, 
did  not  wish  to  wait  for  these  petitions, 
but  rather  to  call  their  lordships'  attention 
to  the  subject  now,  in  the  hope  that  they 
would  see  the  necessity  of  most  seriously 
considering  the  state  of  our  commerce 
and  manumctures  under  the  operation  of 
those  Orders,  while  yet  they  could  pro* 
ceed  with  deliberate  dignity,  and  ere  the 
subject  was  forced  on  their  attention  in 
a  way  less  congenial  to  their  wishes,*  by 
the  loud  complaints  and  addresses  of  the 
unfortunate  victims  of  such  a  system  of 
measures.  It  was,  perhaps,  a  vain  hope, 
that  any  thing  he  could  say  would  have 
the  effect  of  inducing  an  abandonment  of 
that  pernicious  system  of  policy  involved 
in  the  operation  of  the  Orders  in  Council. 
Yet  he  trusted  their  lordships  would  not 
refuse  to  take  into  consideration  a  subject 
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involving  to  many  points  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  country.  Previous  to 
entering  upon  th^  discussion,  it  would  be 
of  importance  to  state  what  the  Orders  ill 
Council  were,  to  which  he  referred,  'and 
first  it  would  be  worth  while  to  observe, 
that  with  respect  to  the  blockade  in  May, 
1806  rfrom  the  Elbe  to  Brest),  it  was  in- 
tended to  be  a  real  blockade,  and  a  force 
was  ordered  for  that  purpose,  but  that  was 
now  at  an  end,  being  merged  in  the 
Orders  in  Council.  With  respect  also  to 
the  Order  in  Council,  in  January,  1 807, 
prohibiting  the  trade  from  enemy's  port 
to  enemy's  port,  the  object  of  it  was  now 
at  an  end,  in  consequence  of  the  annexa- 
tion of  Hamburgh  and  Holland  to  France. 
The  Orders  in  Council,  therefore,  to 
which  it  was  his  object  to  call  the  atten* 
tion  of  their  lordships,  were  those  issued 
in  November,  1807,  prohibiting  the  trade 
to  France,  and  the  countries  dependent 
upon  her,  at  the  same  time,  insisting  on 
American  vessels  coming  first  to  our  ports, 
and  paying  a  tax  there;  and  also  the 
order  of  April,  1809,  partly  revoking  the 
former  Oraers,  by  opening  the  trade  with 
the  north  of  Europe.  It  was  his  inten- 
tion to  consider  these  Orders,  first  with 
respect  to  their  operation  on  the  enemy, 
whose  power  and  resources  they  were  in** 
tended  materially  to  injure,  if  not  alto- 
gether to  crush  and  destroy ;  secondly, 
their  operation  on  the  neutral,  whose  rights 
and  advantages  they  were  not  designed 
directly  to  interfere  with;  thirdly,  their 
effect  on  the  commerce  and  internal  re- 
sources of  the  country  which  they  were 
intended  to  foster;  and  fourthly,  their 
effect  on  the  maritime  policy  of  th^ 
country,  which  ministers  had  loudly  pl-o- 
claimed  their  resolution  to  adhere  to  with 
even  more  strictness  than  at  any  former 
period.  With  respect  to  the  term  mari- 
time policy,  he  would  first  observe,  that 
if  he  conceded  the  maritime  rights  as  ma- 
ritime rights,  that  it  never  had  been,  nor 
could  be  considered  good  policy  to  insist 
on  the  extreme  of  maritime  right.  On 
the  contrary  it  had  ever  been  held  the 
soundest  policy  to  relax  those  maritime 
rights  upon  occasions,  and  under  circum- 
stances, where  the  mterests  of  the  country 
called  for  it.  Upon  the  effect  of  these 
Orders  upon  the  enemy  and  the  neutral  it 
would  not  be  necessary  for  him  to  say 
much.  On  the  first  branch  he  should 
touch  but  shortly,  because  he  coticeived 
it  to  be  incumbent  on  those  who  had  re- 
commended the  measure^  aad  boasted  of 
{3X.) 
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its  efficacy  in  this  respect,  to  shew  that  it 
had  reaUy  made  a  ttroog  imprestioa  on 
the  political  situi^tion  ot  the  enemy:  on 
the  second  branch  he  would  touch  but 
shortly,  because,  in  the  present  state  of 
the  negocJAtions  with  America^  to  go  into 
that  subject  at  any  length  might  possibly 
be  attended  with  inconrenience.  As  to 
the  effi^ct  upon  the  enemy,  it  was  for  those 
who  promulgated  these  Orders,  and  still 
(fontinued  to  uphold  them,  to  say  what 
effect  had  been  produced  by  them  upon 
the  political  situation  of  the  enemy.  He 
was  entitled  to  ask  of  those  noble  lords 
in  what  point  the  political  situation  of 
the  enemy  had  been  deteriorated  by  the 
operation  of  these  Orders,  in  what  in- 
stances his  efforts  had  been  diminished  by 
their  effect.  Ministers  themselves,  in- 
deed, not  longer,  than  eighteen  months  < 
after  issuing  the  original  Orders  by  which 
the  continent  was  to  be  coerced,  appeared 
to  be  satisfied  that  they  operated  injuri- 
ously, by  their  partly  revoking  them,  and 
by  the  Order  of  April  1809,  opening  the 
trade  with  the  north  of  Europe.  And  it 
ought  to  be  stedfastly  kept  in  view,  that 
the  largest  portion  of  what  now  remained 
of  our  commerce  was  actually  carried  on 
with  the  north  of  Europe.  Thus  it  was 
seen  that  in  the  quarter  where  the  Orders 
in  Council  did  not  operate,  there  was  the 
greatest  portion  of  our  commerce^  whilst 
m  every  other  quarter  our  commerce  was 
^  languishing  and  fast  decaying.  With 
respect  to  the  operation  of  these  Orders 
upon  the  neutral,  he  would  ask  where  was 
the  justice  or .  the  policy  of  prohibiting 
the  trade  of  America  with  France  under 
the  circumstances  in  which  these  Orders 
were  carried  into  effect  ?  Whilst  a  vessel 
from  Knipbausen  or  any  other  little  de- 
pendent state,  was  allowed  to  carry  on 
a  trade  with  the  enemy,  an  American 
vessel,  in  precisely  the  same  situation,  was 
captured  bv  our  cruizers.  Could  it  be 
considered  tor  a  moment  as  consistent  with 
any  idea  of  justice,  that  our  cruizers  were 
to  say  to  a  Knipbausen  vessel  going  to  a 
French  port,  you  may  go  in  and  continue 
to  carry  op  your  trade ;  but  to  an  Ame- 
rican, enigagdd  in  precisely  the  same 
trade,  you  must  not  enter  a  French  port, 
and  we  most  capture  you  for  attempting 
it  ?  Was  it  the  object  of  those  who  pro- 
mulgated and  supported  these  Orders,  for 
^e  sake  of  putting  an  end  to  the  trade 
between  America  and  France,  which  did 
not  at  the  time  of  issuing  the  Orders, 
Mdoont  to  more  than  500,000/.  to  destroy 
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the  trade  between  America  and  this 
country,  which  took  off*  our  manufactures 
to  the  amount  of  12,000/>00/.  ?  Was  it  s 
matter  of  triumph  to  those  who  bad  isened 
these  Orden,  that  they  had  forced  Ame- 
rica to  turn  its  attention  from  agriculture 
to  manufacturing  industry,  and  thereby  to 
lessen  more  and  more  every  day  the  pros- 
pect of  advantage  to  our  manufactures 
from  a  renewal  of  the  intercourse  ?  Yet 
such  had  been  the  fact,  and  thp  Americans 
were  making  a  rapid  progress  in  the  ma- 
nufactory of  cotton  and  woollen  arUcies, 
the  very  staples  of  our  own  manufactures. 
No  less  than  100,000  bales  of  cotton  were 
imported  in  the  last  year  into  the  eastern 
states  of  America,  and  they  had  made  a 
large  exportation  of  cotton  twist  to  the 
Baltie  ;  of  the  coarser  articles  of  woollen 
they  had  also  manufactured  considerable 
quantities,  and  their  manufactories  pro- 
mised a  sufficient  supply  of  articles  of 
clothing.  If,  at  the  time  of  the  re- 
volution in  America,  any  one  could  have 
foreseen  that  the  whole  commerce  of  con- 
tinental Europe  would  have  fallen  under 
the  iroh  grasp  .  and  dominion  of  France, 
they  would  have  looked  to  the  establish- 
ment of.  an  independent  state  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  independent 
of  French  dominion,  and  out  of  the 
reach  of  her  power,  to  become  the 
carrier  of  our  commerce^  and  by  the 
profits  arising  from  that,  increasing  our 
manufactures  by  the  increased  con- 
sumption of  our  increasing  population; 
they  would  have  looked  to  such  an  eYent 
as  the  greatest  boon  that  could  hare  been 
given  to  us. — ^Yet  such  an  event  had  oc- 
curred, as  if  providentially.  This  inde- 
pendent state  existed  on  the  other  aide  of 
the  Atlstntic,  and  would  have  carried  one 
commerce,  and  taken  our  manufactures^ 
every  year ;  their  profits,  from  that  carry- 
ing trade,  enabling  them  to  purchase  a 
still  larger  quantity  of  our  manufactures, 
thereby  increasing  our  own  internal  pros- 
perity, and  this  great  and  inestimable  ad- 
vantage had  been  destroyed  by  the  Orders 
in  Council !  The  effect,  therefore,  of  these 
Orders  upon  (lie  neutral,  and  the  injurious 
consequences  upon  this  head  to  ourselves, 
were  too  apparent.  What  operation  they 
had  had  in  distressing  the  enemy,  be 
was  yet  to  learn.  He  did  not  ask  whal 
had  been  their  effect  in  the  prices  or  con- 
sumption  of  the  coffee-houses  at  Paria>  or 
on  the  medicines  in  the  French  hospital^ 
though  these  circumstances  had  been 
gravely  nrged  in  their  support;  |)nt  wlM 
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effect  tbey  had  had  apon  the  political  si- 
taation  of  the  enemy,  during  upwards  of 
four  years  in  which  they  had  been  tried  ? 
Was  it  the  object  of  the  Orders  to  prevent 
the  colonial  produce  of  the  enemy  from 
reaching  his  ports  ?    Where  was  now  to 
be  found  the  colonial  produce  of  the  ene- 
my, or  where  were   bis    colonies    from 
whence  that  produce  could  come?    Our 
own    warehouses,     unfortunately,     were 
-bursting  with   colonial   produce,    which 
could  not  find  a  market ;  and  thus,  instead 
of  distressing  the  enemy,  we  were  dis- 
tressing ourselTes.     The  effect  of  the  Or- 
'ders  upon  our  exports  was  apparent,  from 
the  papers  on  the  table. — He  was  aware 
of  the  difficulty  of  estimating  our  exports, 
because  the  value  ffiven  to  them  here  was 
to  be  compared  with  their  value  in  the 
-currency  of  the  countries  to  which  tbey 
were  sent    With  respect  also  to  the  offi- 
cial value,  that  was  frequently  a  nominal 
▼aloe,  given  by  those  exporting  on  enter- 
ing^ the  goods,  before  they  knew  what  the 
9&il  value  would  be.     The  investigation  of 
the  first  point  would  lead  iiim  into  a  dis- 
cussion oftoogreata  length  to  be  allowed 
«pon  this  question  on  an  incidental  part  of 
i^  and  therefore  he  would  not  dwell  upon 
it    ft  appeared,  however,  from  the  re- 
tarns,  that  our  exports  of  British  and  co- 
lonial   produce,    which    in    1808    were 
43,000,000/.  were  in  1809  3^,000,000/.  in 
1810  35,000,000/.  and  in  the  three  quar- 
ters ending  the  10th  of  October,  1811, 
(the  account  to  the  5th  of  January^  J  81 2, 
not   being   yet    made    up)    they    were 
only  22,000,000/.     Combining  these  ex- 
ports wkh  the  export  of  foreign  produce, 
It  appeared  that  the  defalcation  in  our 
commerce    amounted    to    no    less    than 
^,000,000/.     Such  were  the  effecU  of 
the  Orders  in  Council.     Upon  the  ma  - 
nufactures  of  the  country  their  opera- 
waa   in  the   highest  degree  distressing. 
He    was  aware    that   it   would  not  be 
proper,  and  that  it  was  a  very  delicate 
fobject,  to  go    into  a  detail   upon  this 
point ;    but    the  general  distress  of  our 
manufiictarers   was  undoubted,  and  the 
increased  number  of  bankruptcies  folly 
proved  the  wretched  state  of  our  trade 
and  manuAictures.      One  of  the  greatest 
evtls  te  which  these  Orders  had  given  rise, 
kad  been  the  system  of  licences.  Nothing, 
kt  the  same  time,  could  more  clearly  prove 
that  those  who  issued  these  Orders  found 
tliey  could  not  be  maintained,  than  their 
departing  from  them  in  the  manner  they 
kad  ibne,  by  granting  licences  to  carry 
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on  that  very  trade  which  their  own  Orders 
prohibited.     Licences  had  increased  to  a 
most  unparalleled  extent^  and  with  them  a 
system  oflmmorality,  of  firaud  and  pci^ury, 
which  pervaded  the  whole  trade  of  the  coun« 
try  ;  and  to  which  it  was  impossible  for 
their  lordships  to  shut  their  eyes.     Under 
this  system  of  licences  the  greatest  abusea 
prevailed.     He  did  not  mean  to  charge 
the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  or  any  person  at  the  board,  with 
abuse  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  but 
the  abuse  was  inseparable  from  the  extent 
of  the  system.     He  was  aware  that  the 
power  of  granting  commercial  licences 
must  be  vested  in  government  to  a  certain 
extent;  but  here  a  system  had  sprung  up 
under  which  the  number  of  licences  had 
increased  from  4,000  to  16,000.    From 
such  an  extensive  system,  abuse  was  in- 
separable.   An  instance  had  recently  oc- 
curred, and  he  was  authorised  to  state  it, 
where    a    merchant  would    have    gtv^n 
15,000/.  for  two  licences  for  the  importa- 
tion of  brandy.     It  turned  out  that  the  li- 
cences were  so  filled  up  by  the  mistake  of 
a  clerk.    He  did  not  mean  to  impute  any 
blame  to  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  tha 
board,  because  it  was  quite  impossible  that ' 
that  noble  lord  could  look  to  the  contents  • 
of  16,000  licences,  but  surely  the  system 
itself  was  wrong,  when,  by  the  mere  mis- 
take of  a  clerk,  a  difference   could  be 
made  to  a  merchant  of  15,000/.     Such 
a  power,  which  in  its  very  nature  was  so 
liable  to  be  abused,  ought  not  to  be  en- 
trusted to  any  government.     It  was  a  sys- 
tem besides,  which  led  to  an  habitual  dis- 
regard of  morality  and.  honour  in  the  con* 
cerns  of  trade,     it  had  been  well  observed 
by  the  learned  judge  who  presided  in  the 
high  court  of  Admiralty,  that  the  whole 
system  of  the  commerce  of  the  country, 
was  one  of  simulation  and  dissimulation, 
and  that  our  commerce  crept  along  tha 
shores  of  the  enemy  in  darkness  and  si- 
lence, waiting  for  an  opportunity  of  car- 
rying the  simulative  means  by  which  it 
was  endeavoured  to  be  supported  into  ef- 
fect.    Most  injurious  was  the  effect  which 
this  conduct  towards  neutrals  had  upon 
ottir    prize  courts,  whose  decisions    had 
once  been  so  highly  respected  all  over  the 
civilized  world.    An  eminent  >nd  rising 
civilian  (Dr.  Philiimore^  had  said  in  a  lace 
publication,  that  it  was  now  as  much  the 
habit  of  our  prize  courts  to  restore  enemy's 
property,  as  it  vras  before  to  condemn  it ; 
and,  that  it  was  as  much  a  matter  of  course 
to  confiscate  neutral  property,  as  it  was 
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before  to  restore  it.    Such  was  the  picture 
of  our  prize  courts  under  the  present  sys- 
tem :  such  the  effect  of  tho  Orders  in  Coun* 
til  on  the  neutral !  Not  merely  was  this 
system  of  licenced' commerce  carried  on 
by  means  of  simulated  papers  and  eyery 
species  of  dissimulation^  but  it  led  lo  pri- 
vate violations  of  morality  and  honour  of 
the  most  alarming  description.     He  knew 
an  instance  in  which  a  merchant  made 
false  entries  in  his  books  with  respect  to  a 
cargo  on  board  a  vessel  under  licence ; 
and  this  fraud,  which  formerly  would  have 
been  the  ruin  of  him  and  his  connection, 
was  treated  by  the  learned  judge  who  pre- 
sided in  the  high  Court  of  Admiralty  as  an 
instance  of  sub-simulation,  forming  a  part 
of  the  system  of  simulation  by  which  the 
whoU  commerce  of  the  country  was  main- 
tained.   What  a  contrail  was  here  to  the 
old  English  method  of  carrying  on  trade  ! 
Such  were  the  effects  to  which  this  bane- 
ful system  led  ;  not  the  least  evil  attendant 
upon  which  was  the  preference  given  to 
the  merchants  of  London  over  thoM  of  the 
outports.    The  merchants  at  the  ootporu 
were  unable  to  follow  the  continual  varia- 
tions of  the  Board  of  Trade  like  those  of 
London ;  and  this  was  another  proof  of  the 
badness  of  the  system.— To  whom,  bow- 
ever,  were  these  licenc,es  frequently  grant- . 
ed  ?  To  foreigners,  with  forei^  vessels, 
manned  by  foreign  crews,  to  import  the 
produce  of  the  enemy.    What  then  were 
we  doing  by  this  system  ?  Contributing  to 
the  profit  of  the  enemy,  to  the  building  of 
Tess€ls  for  him,  and  to  furnish  seamen  for 
him,  to  enable  him  at  some  future  period 
to  invade  this  country.    Was  it  then  the 
rtiume  of  the  policy  of  ministers  to  destroy 
the  trade  of  America  and  benefit  that  of 
the  enemy  ?  Were  we,  instead  of  annihi- 
lating the  navy  of  the  enemy,  to  furnish 
him  with  seamen  to  man  it  ?  What  was 
thus  the  efilect  of  those  Orders,  but  destroy- 
ing the  trade  of  America  and  alienating 
her  disposition,  although  it  was  prat^KUa 
that  these  Orders  were  to  benefit  the  ned- 
tral,  whilst  they  benefited  the  track  and 
aided  the  resources  of  the  enemy,  which 
it  was  pretended  they  would  destroy  and 
annihilate?  Let  the  ministecs  pause  lodg 
before  they  forced  America  to  war.    Was 
it  any  ground  for  triumph  that  a  war  would 
distress  America  ?  Undoubtedly  it  would, 
but  should  we  not  in  the  sequel  be  deeply 
distressed  by  the  consequences  of  such  a 
war?   Suppose  that  by  unexpected  suc- 
cesses we  should  sweep  the  American  cooi- 
merce  from  the  snrnce  4>f  A%  ocean. 
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would  not.  their.  140,000  seamen  man  a 
predatory  force  of  2  millions  of  shipping 
tonnage  against  the    commerce    of    this 
country  ?  He  trusted  that  means  would  yet 
besought  to  avert  the  interminable  evil  of 
a  war  with  America,  although  he  admiUed 
that  if  the  great  interests  of  the  countrjr 
were  at  stake,  war  could  not  be  avoid<»d. 
Had  we,  however,  allowed  their  carryiii|^ 
trade,  instead  of  attempting  to  dastroy  k 
by  the  Orders  in  Council,  the  profits  of  it 
would  have  been  brought  back  to  the  pa. 
rent  stock,  increasing  and  benefiting  our 
manufactures  and  resources ;  and  the  bm^ 
mony  between  the  two  countries  would 
have  led  to  the  most  beneficial  resulla. 
He  would  not  now  contend  that  we  bad 
gone  too  far  in  our  demands  to  America  in 
asking  her  to  require  freedom  for  her  trade 
in  the  ports  of  France,  but  he  would  say, 
that  the  best  chance  for  the  restoration  of 
amity  with  that  country,  so  highly  to  be 
desired,  was  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  im 
Council.    That  the  repeal  of  those  Ordeos 
was  now  in  eve^y  point  of  view  called  Cor, 
he  trusted  was  rendered  abundantly  avi- 
dent;  every  plea  on  which  they  had  been 
founded  was  proved,  after  an  ezperienoe 
of  upwards  of  four  years,  to  be  erroneoua. 
It  had  been  stated  that  their  object  wa^  to 
press  upon  the  enemy,  and  to  destroy  hia 
trade  and  resources ;  whereas  it  had  been 
proved  that  they  had  benefited  the  enemy 
and  added  \o  his  navigation.    Instead  of 
conciliating  the  neutral,  they  had  exaspe- 
rated and  irritated  her.— Instead  of  bene- 
fiting our  commerce,  manufactures,  and 
resources,  they  had  diminished  our  oom* 
merce,  distressed  our  manufactmes,  and 
lessened  our  resources;    and,  inst^d  of 
upholding  our  maritime  superiority,  they 
had  added  to  the  navigation  of  foreigners. 
National  pride  and  national  honour  night 
be  urged,  but  bow  were  national  pnde 
and  national  honour,  by  the  system  of  si- 
inulation,    of   fraud,    and    dissinuiiati«i, 
under  which  our  cemmerce  was  earried 
on,  to  be  upheld?    Our  mariiime  sope- 
riority,  it  was  shewn,  was  not  only  not 
supported  by  these  Orders,  bnt  they  mum 
proved  to  be  operating  directly  contrarf 
to  the  principles  on  which  it  must  mat  Isr 
support.    His  lordship  then  •dvortad  i# 
the  account  on^  the  table,  sbewinc  ibe 
number  of  licences  granted  to  BriM  and 
foreign,  ships,  by  which  it^  appearad  ShaT 
the  number  granted  to  foreign  vessels  had 
increased^  from  '^fiOQ  to  6/IOQ,  and  ob- 
served, that  tills  clearly  profed  the  bane* 
ful  efiecu  of  thn  Ordisaa  in  CnHBffii,  in 
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operating  agaiaat  oor  own  naTigalion,  and 
iDaritime  superiority.  The  noble  marquia 
earnestly  recommended  tbe  resumption  of 
oyr  ancient  policy^  and  concluded  by 
moving,  "  For  ibe  appointment  of  a  Se- 
lect Committee  to  take  into  consideration 
ibe  present  state  of  tbe  Commerce  and 
'Manufactures  of  tbe  country*  particularly 
witb  reference  to  tbe  effects  of  tbe  Orders 
in  Council  and  tbe  Licence  Trade." 

Earl  BiUkurtt  regretted  that  tbe  noble 
marquis  sbould  bave  tbought  it  necessary, 
in  tbe  latter  part  of  bis  speeeb^  to  touch 
on  our  relations  witb  America.  It  was  not 
his  intention  to  follow  tbe  noble  marquis 
over  that  portion  of  bis  subject,  for  it  was 
obvious  that  the  discussion  was  unsuiied  to 
the  time,  that  tbe  subject  could  be  cleared 
only  by  going  into  tbe  whole  statement  of 
our  transactions  witb  America,  and  that 
this  could  not  be  don*  witb  propriety 
while  tbe  hope,  little  as  it  was,  of  concilia-  * 
tioa  remained.  He  bad  asked  of  tbe  noble 
marquis,  when  be  declared  bis  intention  of 
moving  for  tbe  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, whether  he  was  prepared  to  move  for 
tbe  repeal  of  all  or  one ;  and  if  one,  which 
was  that  one.  The  noble  marquis  was 
not  prepared  at  tbe  time  witb  any  answer ; 
but  at  this  be  did  not  feel  peculiarly  sur- 
prised. It  was  true,  that  if,  on  any  other 
occasion,  any  noble  lord  were  to  rise,  stig- 
matise a  law  as  nofit  to  remain  on  tbe  books, 
and  declare  bis  determination  to  move  for 
its  erasure,  he  should  be  a  little  surprised, 
that  such  noble  lord  was  not  prepared  to 
any  against  what  particular  law  he  felt  so 
much  iudignation.  But  in  tbe  present 
case  there  was  much  difference.  Tbe 
words  Orders  in  Council  bad  absolutely 
become  .a  mere  cant ;  they  were  used  in 
general  witbont  a  distinct  idea ;  they  were 
involved  in  a  confusion  from  which  he  was 
]ioi  surprised  that  even  the  noble  marquis 
bad  not  been  able  to  escape.  (Hear.)  He 
really  meant  this  witb  all  respect  for  that 
noble  marquis,  wbese  speech  shewed  his 
abilities;  and vrbose temperance, modera* 
tien,  and  decency  of  language  on  a  subject 
wiiere  youth,  pasnon,  and  peculiar  situa- 
tion made  temperance  so  uncommon  and 
•o  pimise-wortby«  c^served  a  higher  tribute 
than  it  was  in  bis  ability  to  give.  He  was 
aft  a  loss,  however,  to  know  precisely  which 
were  the  Orders  that  the  noble  lord  was 
desifons  to  have  repealed.  The  noble 
mapqnis  bad  declared  at  length,  that  Uie 
Orders  of  l«07  were  not  tbe  object  of  bis 
anifii^vcrsion,  as  a  ground  miffbt  have  at 
ftho  time  existed  for  Ihem,  bat  that  the  na:- 
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ture  of  those  Orders  was  now  cbaoffed  with 
the  situation  ofHhiogs ;  for  Holland,  which 
was  then  separate,  was  now  united  to 
France.  It  was  not  easy  to  understand 
this  reasoning,:  but  tbe  answer  seemed 
plain.  The  principle  of  tbe  Orders  of 
1807  was  precisely  that  of  those  which 
were  to  be  reprobated  this  night.  They 
absolutely  went  to  proscribe  commerce 
with  every  port  that  was  under  French 
influence.  The  Orders  of  1807  were  net 
of  that  preposterous  nature  which  had 
been  so  liberally  ascribed  to  them.  They 
proceeded  upon  tbe  authorized  principle  of 
not  suffering  the  neutral  to  enjoy  that 
trade  .to  an  enemy's  ports  in  war,  which 
that  enemy  would  not  allow  him  in  timaof 
peace.  But  in  those  cases  where  the  nets* 
tral  was  allowed  to  visit  a  port  in  peiico^ 
provision  was  made  by  those  Orders  for  hit 
enjoying  success  in  war.  Were  diis  Order 
not  to  be  repealed,  not  a  step  would  the 
country  advance  towards  conciliation  with 
America.  The  United  Sutes  demanded 
tbe  repeal  of  that  Order  of  Januarv^,  J  807, 
just  as  loudly  as  of  those  wbicfa  followed 
in  November.  The  blockade  ^nder  that 
Order  was  complained  of  by  America  in 
common  with  the  other  points.  Without 
that  repeal,  tbe  commerce  of  this  country 
must  remain  under  the  system  of  American 
exclusion,  and  to  tbe  disabilities  of  tbe 
Non  Importation  act.  However,  it  was  a 
matter  of  serious  consideration  in  what  state 
the  trade  of  Great  Britain  and  of  Ireland 
would  be  placed,  were  both  tbe  Orders  to 
be  repealed.  As  to  tbe  licence  system, 
to  carry  on  any  trade  with  an  enemy's 
port,  bis  Majesty's  licence  was  necessary. 
Of  course,  if  our  trade  vrith  the  enemy  in* 
creased,  the  number  of  licences  mast  in- 
crease. If  tbe  whole  coast  of  £urq)e  had 
been  pot  into  tbe  situation  of  an  eo^my'a 
coast,  the  whole  trade  with  the  continent 
must  be  a  licence  trade  carried  on  through 
tbe  neutral  trader.  It  bad  been  said,,  that 
those  licences  grew  with  tbe  growth  of  the 
Orders  in  Council ;  but  if  this  bad  been 
tbe  case,  tbe  great  bulk  of  the  licences 
would  have  boen  for  ports  under  blockade. 
Tbe  fact  was  tbe  direct  contrary :  the  few 
ports  not  under  blockade  were  those  for 
which  tbe  great  majority  of  applications 
bad  been  made.  He  would  ask  therefore 
how  the  Orders  in  Council  could  be  said  to 
have  produced  tbe  increased  number  of 
those  liccRces  ?  Repeal  the  Orders  <ja 
Council  tOHnorrow,  and  tbe  licenses  wonld 
be  scarcely  diminished.  As  to  tbe  injory 
with  which  this  aystem  ihrositentd  onr  m* 
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Tigation,  it  was  plain  that  if  we  traded 
with  the  enemy,  our  trade  must  be  carried 
on  with  foreign  ships,  and  in  a  great  mea- 
tare  with  foreign  seamen  :  our  own  would 
be  captured.  Where  the  cpmmerce  went 
direct  to  a  hostile  port,  there  must  be  a 
diminution  of  British  ships  and  sailors; 
but  this  was  a  consequence  which  was  not 
to  be  ayoided,  except  by  relinquishing  the 
trade.  He  differed  from  the  noble  marquis 
in  his  idea,  that  no  adequate  or  satisfac- 
t6ry  accounts  were  to  be  collected  from 
the  generality  of  commercial  documents 
laid  before,  parliament  The  accounts 
presented  that  day  afforded  much  satis- 
factory illustration.  To  the  general  di- 
ninution  of  our  trade,  the  best  answer 
would  be  a  return  which  he  held  in  his 
band .    This  return,  reckoning  every  voy^ 

,  age  as  a  new  ship  and  crew,  gave  us  as 
the  number  of  seamen  that  left  our  ports 
in  1805,  at  a  time  the  North  was  open, 
the  total  of  183,476.  But  in  1810,  when 
we  were  excluded  from  Denmark,  and  the 
ports  of  the  Baltic  were  chiefly  bnder 
what  was  called  the  continental  system, 
the  number  of  seamen  was  210,600,  an  in- 
crease of  more  than  27,000,  in  the  face  of 
the  continental  system,  and  even  of  the 
Orders  in  Council.  The  noble  marquis 
bad  dilated  on  the  importance  of  employ- 
ing American  ships  in  the  carrying  trade 
jto  the  Baltic,  and  seemed  to  think,  that 
the  licences  were  granted  to  other  car- 
riers in  preference.  But,  in  fact,  many  of 
those  licences  were  given  to  Americans, 
though  against  them,  the  suspicion  in  a 
foreign  port  was  unfortunately  almost  as 

^  strong  as  the  hostility  was  against  our  own 
•hips.  In  consequence  of  this  suspicion, 
merchants  preferred  other  foreign  ships  to 
American,  as  being  more  fitted  for  their 
purposes.  Was  the  noble  marquis  pre- 
pared to  say  that  we  should  refuse  all  li- 
cences to  foreign  trade,  or  that  if  we  were 
not  permitted  to  carry  it  on  in  American 
ship^,  we  should  refuse  to  carry  it  on  at  all  ? 
On  this  point,  however,  the  present  admi- 
nistration had  the  less  chance  of  going 
astray,  as  they  fortunately  had  the  sanction 
of  that  which  went  before  them.  The 
present  government  could  not  be  charged 
with  an  original  partiality  for  the  fo- 
reign merchant,  when  the  liberal  system 
was  remembered  which  extended  itself 
fo  widely  to  all  denominations.-^OId en- 
burghers,  Hamburghers,  Knyphauseners, 
aod  the  whole  tribe  of  neutrals.  [Lord 
Bathurst  then  read  a  licence  granted 
by  the  late  admintstration  for  carrying  on 
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the  neutral  trade.]  The  ships  that  sailed 
under  those  licences  were  the  property  of 
foreigners,  and,  like  the  later  ones  on  which 
the  noble  marquis  had  enlarged  so  much* 
manned  by  Dutchmen,  equally  with  any 
others  within  the  grasp  of  France. 

The   immortality  of  the  licence  trade 
was  another  topic  which  had  been  mnch 
insisted  on  ;  and  great  indignation  bad 
been  exprened  at  some  of  the  terms  which 
were  to  be  found  in  all  licences,  especially 
that  part  of  them  which  secured  to  a  vessel 
the  privilege  of  going  to  such  and  such 
ports,  notwithstanding  all  documents  ac- 
companying her,  which  might  testify  a 
contrary  destination.     Tliese  expressions, 
it  had  been  stated,  were  the  source  of  all 
those  frauds,  of  all  that  system  of  deliberate 
delusion  which  was  now  so  extensively 
practised  in  our  mercantile  cooceras.    We 
allowed  British  merchants  to  avail  them- 
selves of  false  clearances,  and  the  right  oi 
pretending  to  go  to  a  port  whither  it  was 
not  their  intention  to  go.    These  charges 
might  be  briefly  answered.    When  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  issued,  an 
alarm  seized  the  merchants,  applications 
on  the  subject  were  made  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  it  wasTdetermined  by  the  board, 
taking  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
commerce  of  the  country  and  the  appre- 
hensions then  entertained  that  the  decrees 
would   be  rigidly  followed   up,  to  allow 
foreign  produce  to  be  protected,  provided 
it  was  filially  to  find  its  way  into  an  Eng- 
lish   port.    For    this   protection   it    was 
formerly    necessary    that  the    property 
should  be  neutral  or  British ;  but  by  an 
Order  in  Council  issued  on  the  subject, 
foreign  property  wasallowed  the  privilege. 
The  board  also  looked  to  theembarrassment 
of  our  export  trade,  in  consequence  of 
the  French  decrees ;  and  here,  too,^ter- 
mined,  that  whatever  was  British  pfoperty 
might  be  secure,  no  matter  what  kind  of 
papers  the  vessel  carried.     But  by  whom 
was  this  done  ?  By  whom  was  this  alarm- 
ing inlet  to  immorality  opened  ?  By  the 
late  administration,     if  the  noble   lords 
opposite  wished  to  know  thd  authors  of 
this  guilty  system, — if  the  noble  baron 
(Grenville),  who  had  been  at  the  head  of 
the  Treasury,— if  the  noble  earl  (Grey), 
who  had  been  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
— if  the  noble  marquis,  the  mover  of  tha 
present  question,  who  had  been  Chancellot 
of  the  Exchequer,  desired  particularly  to 
know  the  inventor  of  the  system,  he  be- 
lieved he  could  have  the  honour  of  giving 
them  the  intelligence.      And  when  was 
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k  adopted  l  When  the  continental  system 
waa  not  yet  enforced  in  the  North,  nor  in 
Spain  :  t^e  ministry  of  the  day,  in.  their 
alarm,  had  originated  the  individaal  mea- 
sure which  they  now  thought  so  degrading 
and  dangerous  to  the  morals  of  the  nation. 
Was  it  extraordinary,  that  under  increased 
difficulties,  the  present  ministry  should 
have  recourse  to  the  same  means  ?  The 
system  upon  which  they  acted  was  to  re- 
cfuce  France  to  this  extremity,  either  that 
she  should  injure  herself  by  a  rigid  ad- 
herence to  her  decrees,  or  benefit  us  by 
any  relaxation  in  the  course  she  had 
marked  out  for  her  commercial  policy. 
The  evils  of  the  Non-Intercourse  Act  had 
been  charged  with  equal  justice  on  the 
Orders  in  Council  of  November,  1807,  or 
rather  of  1809:  but  what  was.  the  lan- 
guage of  those  Orders?  France  by  her 
decrees  had  resolved  to  abolish  all  trade 
with  England.  England  said  in  return, 
that  France  should  then  have  no  tradi'  but 
with  England.  The  object  in  those  Orders 
was  distinctly  to  force  France  to  feel  the 
injury  of  her  own  policy  by  the  ruin  of  her 
manufactures  and  trade,  compelling  her 
by  this  means  to  relax  her  ordinances,  and 
putting  ourselves  iu  a  position  to  benefit 
by  the  relaxation.  What  inconsistency 
was  there  then  in  granting  licences  for 
the  trade  with  France :  We  had  gained, 
in  consequence,  all  that  we  shoqld  have 
lost,  but  for  those  Orders  in  Council,  and 
we  had  gained  all  that  France  would  have 
gained  but  for  them.  The  effect  of  those 
Orders  was  to  impoverish  their  manufac- 
tures, to  restrain  their  commerce,  to  de- 
press their  resources,  to  diminish  their  re- 
Tenue.  (Hear,  hear,  from  the  marquis 
of  Lansdowne!)  Yes,  to  diminish  their 
revenue,  and  notwithstanding  some  acci- 
dental augmentations  of  their  revenue,  the 
ultimate  effect  had  been  considerably  to 
diminish  it.  The  truth  of  this  statement 
might  be  ascertained  by  inspecting  ac- 
counts that  were  accessible.  The  noble 
marquis  spoke  as  if  France  had  been  no 
sufferer :  but  it  was  certain  that  ^he  had 
suffered,  and  largely  suffered.  On  this 
subject  he  would  quote  from  an  authority 
not  likely  to  exaggerate  the  evils  of  French 
finance.  From  the  statements  in  the 
Moniteur,  it  appeared  that  the  customs, 
which  previously  to  the  Orders  of  1809 
were  seventy  millions  of  livres,  fell  in  tha/ 
year  to  sixteen.  In  1810,  they  amounted 
to  26,  from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  seizures  and  captures  in  the  Baltic, 
which,  whea  brought  into  France^  paid 
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heavy  duties,  and  thus  incidentally  swelled 
the  customs  of  the  year.  The  cotton  ma- 
nufactures in  France  were  in  the  lowest 
state  :  we  had  cut  off  the  chief  transit  of 
the  material ;  and  they  could  not  now  get 
any  except  from  Turkey,  a  coarse  and  riMle 
material.  Let  the  Orders  of  1809  be  re- 
pealed, and  they  might  have  cotton  from 
America  in  any  quantity  they  pleased. 
Let  the  Orders  in  Council  of  1 809  be  re- 
pealed, the  ports  of  France  would  be  at 
once  opened  to  the  whole  trade  of  America^ 
those  ports  from  which  every  article  of 
British  produce  was  excluded.  France 
was  dependant  upon  America  for  raw  ma- 
terials, which  she  was  now  forced  to  re- 
ceive circuitously  by  this  country  or  by 
Turkey,  but  which  she  could  receive  di- 
rect if  this  Order  in  Council  was  repealed, 
while  we  should  lose  part  of  that  trade  we 
were  now  carrying  on.  If  the  Order  in 
Council  of  1807  was  to  be  repealed,  and 
it  must  be  repeated  to  conciliate  America, 
France  would  then  be  permitted  to  carry 
on  a  trade  with  every  part  of  the  world. 
With  regard  to  those  Orders  in  Council,^ 
however,  the  noble  lord  said,  that  every 
one  must  acknowledge  they  had  failed. 
And  how  did  be  prove  it?  He  took  a 
paper,  lying  on  their  table,  and  from  that 
he  proved,  that  in  the  last  three  quarters 
there  had  been  a  deficiency,  inferred  that 
there  would  of  course  be  the  same  de- 
ficiency in  the  next  quarter,  and  then  told 
us  that  all  these  deficiencies  were  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  Orders  in  Council.  Ona 
thing  was  certain,  the  Orders  in  Council 
were  not  a  matter  of  yesterday;  they  had 
been  for  several  years  at  work  ;  and  in  tha 
last  three  years,  the  average  excess  of  th» 
trade  above  that  of  any  preceding  year 
was  eight  millions ;  a  sum,  according  to 
the  treatise  of  a  noble  lord  (Landerdale) 
greater  titan  all  the  trade  of  Flanders  and 
Germany  in  time  of  peace.  It  should  ba 
remembered  also,  that  when  in  1810  thft 
state  of  the  country  was  considered  ip  that 
House,  the  noble  marquis  affirmed,  that 
our  whole  prosperity  was  to  be  attributed 
to  the  Order  in  Council  of  1807,  which 
he  considered  as  a  virtual  repeal  of  that 
of  1805,  and  now  he  had  told  us  that  all 
our  distresses,  all  our  commercial  embar- 
rassments, were  to  be  ascribed  to  the  8am# 
Orders  in  Council.  But  the  tr^de  to  the 
Baltic  was  said  to  be  prosperous,  because 
the  Orders  were  not  applied  to  that  trade.  It 
was  true  that  by  the  Orders  of  1 809,  the  trad* 
to  that  quarter  was  coi)siderably  opened  ; 
but.  it  was  erroneous  to  say,  that  the  Orderi 
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did  not  in  a  eerttin  degree  extend  to  that 
as  well  at  others.  In  hci,  the  Orders  did 
prohibit  ihe  trade  from  Depmark,  front 
Germany,  from  Italy,  from  all  countries 
where  the  British  nag  was  not  allowed. 
Bus  was  it  to  be  a  principle,  that  if  yob 
coaM  not  entirely  restrain  the  trade  of 
ao  enemy,  yon  were  to  take  off  all  re- 
traint;  or  that,  if  you  could  only  relieve 
yourself  in  part,  you  were  not  to  relieve 
yourself  at  all }  But  the  system  of  licences 
came  under  the  heavier  charge  of  intro* 
dncing  a  spirit  of  immorality  into  the 
trading  part  of  the  nation.— Were  they 
to  put  restraints  on  the  fireedom  of  British 
commerce,  for  the  simple  purpose  of  giving 
the  trade  of  Europe  to  the  Americans  ? 
Or,  if  they  were,  what  was  to  be  the 
saving  f  Instead  of  increasing  this  spirit 
of  perjury,  the  effect  of  the  licence  system 
was  precisely  the  reverse.  Was  it  the 
intention  of  those  who  opposed  that  mea- 
sure, that  we  should  abandon  the  whole 
trade  of  the  continent  ?  This  they  surely 
could  not  mean.  But  it  had  been  said, 
whr  not  employ  America?  What!  A 
trade  which  was  described  as  not  fil  for 
a  Britisb  merchant  to  be  concerned  in,  to 
be  transferred  to  a  neutral,  as  if  that  neu- 
tral were  only  in  its  proper  vocation  when 
earrjring  it  on !  This  was  the  inference 
that 'might  be  drawn ;  but  the  whole  mat- 
ter simply  amounted  to  the  question,  whe- 
ther the  trade  shoald  be  allowed,  or  whe- 
ther it  should  be  wholly  abolished.  If 
we  refused  to  grant  a  licence  to  a  British 
subject,  he  would  carry  it  on  under  the 
cover  of  an  alien,  and,  in  fact,  therefore, 
we  only  permitted  him  to  do  that  openly^ 
which  he  would  surely  do  clandestinely, 
and  necessarily  with  aggravated  circum- 
stances of  fraud  and  dissimulation :  we 
only  allowed  him  to  do  that  legally,  which 
he  would  be  under  the  necessity  of  doing 
iH^gally,  adding  perjury  to  deception, 
and  multiplying  every  species  of  trick 
and  artifice  to  escape  detection.  It  was 
formerly  asserted  by  the  opponents  of  the 
Orders,  that  we  must  lose  the  whole  export 
that  went  to  America.  It  was  raplied, 
that  America  did  not  import  the  entire 
Ibr  her  own  consumption ;  and  that  when 
she  ceased  to  carry,  we  might  send  di- 
rect. The  case  turned  out  so>  In  the 
▼Mr  1805,  the  exports  were,  perhaps, 
highest ;  and  the  goods  supplied  to  North 
America  were  afterwards  re-shipped  by 
them  for  South  America.  If,  therefore^ 
we  vrere  prevented  from  transmitting  them 
by  that  circeitolu  route>  we  htd  it  in  oar  j 
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power,  in  case  of  a  Noa-Intereonrse  ace 
being  passed,  to  send  them  direct  to  Sooth 
America  ourselves.  Although  it  might 
l>e  urged  that  the  markets  of  that  vaat 
continent  had  been  glutted,  yet  by  com- 
paring the  exports  of  the  three  last  years 
with  the  exports  of  the  three  years  pre- 
ceding, it  would  be  found  that  there  were 
ten  millions  in  favour  of  the  former ;  anci 
the  exports  to  Canada  had  been  Dearly 
doubled  during  the  Istter  period.  (In  es- 
timating these  mcreases  he  took  the  offi- 
cial value  as  being  the  fixed  one;  not 
the  real  value,  which  was  constantly  fluc« 
tuating.)  He  begged  the  House  to  recol- 
lect, that  between  the  1st  of  March,  IS09, 
and  the  1st  of  May,  1810,  with  the  inter- 
ruption of  only  two  months,  the  embargo 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  was  in 
force ;  and  yet,  in  t  hat  space,  the  trade  of  the 
country  was  carried  on  with  greater  SQCce« 
than  at  any  other  that  could  be  pointed 
out.  *  In  the  succeeding  year,  the  embargo 
was  removed ;  and  it  was  then  that  the 
greatest  commercial  embarrassment  was 
experienced.  For  this  distress,  of  which 
so  much  use  had  been  made,  two  caosea 
might  be  assigned,  totally  distinct  from 
the  operation  of  the  Orders  in  Council. 
-«1.  The  disappointment  experienced  in 
the  Baltic  trade,  during  the  year  1810, 
when  immense  shipments  were  improvi* 
dently  made,  in  consequence  of  great 
success  during  the  year  preceding.  In 
1809  it  happened  that  the  trade  with  the 
northern  powers  was  very  profitable ; 
but  few  had  adopted  the  continental  sys- 
tem, and  by  those  few  it  was  too  ne^ 
gently  enforced  to  offer  much  impedimeaft 
to  trade.  Our  merchants  in  1810  embark- 
ed largely  in  the  traffic.  Unfortunately,  the 
convoy  was  stopped  in  Wingo  Sonnd  by 
contrary  winds  until  the  middle  of  June ; 
the  French  in  the  mean  time  seised  on 
Stralsund,  and  enforced  the  continental 
system  in  the  chief  Baltic  ports.  The 
trader  amounting  by  that  time  to  above 
SIX  hundred  vessels,  though  fully  warned 
of  the  change  of  affiiirB,  ventured  into  the 
Baltic,  and  was  for  the  greater  part  seised 
and  condemned  in  the  ports  where  it  had 
gone  for  e  market.  The  valoe  of  thie 
convoy  could  not  have  been  much  hm 
than  eight  or  nine  millions,  which  wonid 
have  escaped  but  ibr  the  circnmstancer 
of  the  wind.  Tjie  second  catise  of  .th«L 
embarrassment,  was  the  immense  specnhK' 
tions  sent  to  South  America,  the  market* 
of  which  had  been  so  mnch  overs^cked, 
tbet  the  shippers  in  Bhglmd  vreie  ditsp* 
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pointed  of  tkeir  remittances,  and  thereby 
many  most  opulent  merchanU  were  rain* 
ed.  Althoagh,  however,  this  last  cause 
liad  created  a  severe  blow,  he  was  happy 
to  say  that  its  efiects  were  hot  temporary  : 
the  tirade  in  South  America  was  fast  re- 
▼iving— remittances  long  withheld  were 
now  pouring  in — and  the  efiect  was  the 
reTival  of  many  of  our  manufactures.  In 
consequence  of  the  judicious  issue  of  £z- 
chequer  Bills  in  the  spring  of  1811  for 
the  support  of  commercial  credit,  manu- 
facturers in  the  country  were  enabled  to 
keep  goods  on  hand,  which  they  most 
otherwise  have  sold  at  a  great  loss,  and 
to  retain  workmen  which  they  could  other- 
wise  have  had  no  means  of  paying.  Al- 
though it  had  been  predicted  that  those 
▼ery  bills  would  be  fatal  to  the  counUy  ; 
the  bene6ts  arising  from  this  politic  mea- 
sure were  now  fully  expenenced  and 
acknowledged;  and  the  manufacturers 
were  now  disposing  of  their  stock  to  con- 
siderable advantage.  Such  being  the 
favourable  prospect  which  had  opened 
upon  us  after  the  gloomy  clouds  or  dis- 
appointment bad  been  dispelled,  he  could 
not  concede  to  the  proposition  submitted  to 
the  House.  The  noble  earl  concluded  his 
speech  by  regretting  the  time  which  he 
bad  been  obliged  to  occupy,  and  depre- 
cating any  thing  like  putting  his  own 
powers  in  competition  with  the  abilities 
of  the  noble  marquis  whom  he  had  thought 
it  his  doty  to  answer. 

Lord  HoliandsM,  that  he  did  not  mean 
to  follow  the  noble  earl  into  the  long  de- 
tails which  he  had  so  clearly  and  perspi- 
cuofxsly  explained  to  their  lordships,  and 
for  which  he  had  no  occasion  whatever 
to  make  any  apology  to  the  House.  If  he 
were  even  disposed  to  enter  into  those 
details,  he  should  be  prevented  by  the 
want  of  that  accurate  official  knowledge 
upon  such  subjects,  which  the  noble  earl, 
fiiom  the  situation  which  he  held,  most  in 
a  very  eminent  degree  possess.  Whilst^ 
however,  he  declined  expatiating  upon  the 
numerous  points  embraced  in  the  speech 
•f  the  noble  earl,  he  felt  it  would  be  doing 
an  acceptable  thing  to  their  lordships  to 
bring  back  their  attention  to  the  actual 
motion  under  consideration,  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee,  namely,  to  in- 
quire into  the  state  oi  the  trade  of  the 
country,  with  reference  to  tlie  Orders  in 
Council,  and  to  the  system  of  Licences 
which  had  grown  out  of  them.  Tbe«ar{^- 
menu  used  by  the  noble  earl,  in  opposition 
to  this  motion,  appeared  tohim  lo  be  found- 
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ed  in  fidlacy  and  involved  in  contradic* 
tions.  The  noble  earl  had  thought  proper  to 
state,  that  when  his  noble  friend  and  rela- 
tive near  him  had  .given  notice  of  this 
motion,  he  did  not  know  to  which  of  the 
Orders  in  Council  it  applied ;  but  when 
their  lordships  considered  the  obscurity 
and  complicity  of  the  whole  system, 
which  consisted  of  not  less  than  twenty - 
four  Orders  in  Council,  they  must  feel  sen* . 
sible  of  the  propriety  of  instituting  an  in^ 

?[uiry  into  the  whole  subject.  His  noble 
riend,  in  an  address,  which  displayed  hie 
usual  eloouence  and  ability,  bad  called 
upon  the  House  to  enter  into  an  examina^ 
tion  of  the  grounds  of  the  whole  system  | 
he  had  cautiously,  judiciously,  temperate* 
ly,  and  wisely  dismissed  from  the  discus> 
sion,  every  conuderation  of  a  personal 
nature— every  view  of  the  sufa^ject  whicli 
might  have  the  effect  of  giving  his  motion 
the  appearance  of  establishing  any  con- 
trast between  the  measures  of  this  admi- 
nistration and  the  preceding*  He  was  in- 
duced to  adopt  this  course,  not  because  he 
was  prepared  to  shrink  from  the  compari« 
son,  but  because  the  trade  of  the  conntry 
had  been  reduced  to  a  situation  whioL 
called  for  the  inquiry  which  his  noble 
friend  proposed.  This  condition  of  ouf 
trade.  In  his  opinion,  had  been  produced 
by  the  Orders  in  CouAcil  solely ;  no  mat- 
ter by  what  administration  thev  bad  been 
issued;  and  as  the  object  of  his  noble 
friend  was  to  remedy  the  evil  that  existed, 
he  did  not  feel  it  necessary  to  examine 
minutely  which'of  the  Orders  in  Council 
had  particularly  produced  the  mischief. 
Upon  the  case  made  out,  their  lordships 
were  bound  to  inquire.  The  i^>ble  earl . 
had  stated,  that  on  this  occasion  he  should 
not  think  it  right  to  go  into  any  inquiry- 
respecting  the  state  of  our  relations  with 
America.  He  had  fortunately,  perhaps 
not  strictly  kept  his  promise,  for  although 
undoubtedly  while  important  negociationi 
were  pendinff  with  that  power,  it  woiild 
not  be  advisable  to  enter  very  mmutely 
into  a  discussion  of  the  circumstances  of 
that  negociation ;  yet  surely,  though  such 
a  particular  consideration  of  the  question 
miffht  not  be  expedient,  it  was  impossible 
to  Siscuss  a  subject  whicb  miglit  have  the 
eflfect  of  embroiling  this  country- with  the 
united  states  of  America,  without  touching 
upon  some  of  the  circumstances  of  theic 
existing  relations.  The  noble  earl  had 
contended,  that  the  Order  of  the  7th  of 
January,  1807,  was  as  much  complained 
of:  by  the  Americans  as  any  of  the  other- 
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Orders  iti  Gottncil,  fttid  (mqolr^  WhHher 
kis  tiobte  firiimd  wished  tfaal  Orti^  id  b« 
rfepeal^.  Hi«  wtsb  wlis,  to  kiquire  iiito 
the  eff^t  df  thai  Otr^er  hi  Cbutidl  tt  well 
ftft  bf  the  othien,  tttd  the  l^etit  of  hift  tuiud 
Was,  that  it  ought  to  be  repealed;  bot 
Whether  it  affected  the  trade  of  thia  cdoti- 
try  or  not,  would  be  ascertained  Hi  the 
evetit  of  the  adoption  of  the  Motion  of  hit 
noble  fHend  to  appoint  a  comiAittee  to  id^ 
quire  lOto  its  openitiod.  If  it  were  found 
bjomus»  whether  afiectins  the  moraliiy 
or  the  itat^rests  of  trade^let  it  be  itscinded. 
"  But,"  Miid  the  noble  earl>  **  it  Is  rMhet 
iidgular  that  thu  Order  Wbleb  involves 
the  pritidple  of  all  the  otAiers,  should  hiire 
beied  obtained  by  the  Itdttiinistration  With 
which  the  noble  moter  was  Connected." 
Whjr  did  we  see  this  conatant  Uttetapt  to 
tiesoWe  tolftters  e^c^ng  the  exitteniE^e  of 
the  country  into  questions  of  pet^iriil  re* 
aponsibifity  ?  At  the  time  Whto  tliM  Orde^ 
had  been  issued,  it  bad  been  the  subject  of 
motions  in  that  House,  and  of  prvilests, 
strong  protests  Ofainst  ita  ideJIitiscy^  eitr- 
tered  upon  theit  lordflfeipft'  Journftfoi  and 
Mgned  by  members  ojf  their  lorfdwhifM' 
House.  The  ti^di  was,  tbit  the  Order  ^ 
1807  was  a  ^igo^ou^  meimcrre,  and  Woufd 
bare  been  fblknured  up  with  ^ritonr ;  but 
Ihtt  it  iuTolfed  the  principle  of  nie  aobsO- 
quent  Orders  in  Council,  was  dtSprored 
by  the  fact,  that  Mr.  PercieVltl  bad  moved 
in  another  place  for  the  paper,  x>bjectitt|^ 
lo  it  tbat  it  vras  only  a  conHnon  war  mea- 
sure,  and  was  not  founded,  as  it  oUgbt  to 
be,  upon  a  system  of  retaliation.-^ne  en* 
tered  into  tliese  topics  with  pain  attd  to- 
loctance,  but  as  the  noble  earl  bad  tbougbt 
jyroper  lo  introduce  them,  he  ftftt  ft  im^is- 
Sibte  to  pass  thetn  over  without  obserta* 
tion.  It  Was  de^mdinjir  to  their  brdilbips 
«^  wes  disgusting  to  me  public  at  targe 
*^\i  Was  disgraceful  io  the  legislatttti&,lbat 
ibdeasures  which  affedted  thebestjttterestsof 
the  country  should  be  discussed,  not  upon 
their  own  gmunds  or  merits,  bfit  as  ques^ 
tiodi  of  oonsistency  oridcodjfistettcy  on 
the  part  of  this  cir  of  tbitt  udministlrstion. 
The  noble  Oarl  h^d  KkeWhie  argued  Aittt 
his  noble  A4ends,  in  resort higjto  that  Order 
of  January  lB(f7,  bad  not  foreseen  the  con* 
sequences  thet  would  follow  flrom  its  ope* 
ration;  That  might  be.  The  ^keadfel 
efiects  whi<^  his  noble  friend  had  display^ 
ed  with  so  much  force,  might -bave  been 

SroducM ,  by  that  Order  in  Councn>^and 
'  they  were,  be  was  confident  ibat  )^ 
friends  with  whom  it  bad  originated,  would 
be  the  first  to  recommend  and  supfport  its 
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npeal.  Itriheyhadrot^MenMiy^etHiftieni 
that  wooM  result  fWim  it,  much  less  if  they 
eovid  have  imagined  that  i  war  between 
Great  Britain  add  the  United  Statea  (or 
rather  a  condition  of  amicable  hostility,  a 
state  betwten  peace  and  war,  bdt  Wotse 
than  actunl  aggression,}  would  have  beetk 
produt:ed  by  it,  motives  of  policy  wonhi 
have  ittdoeed  tbem  not  to  have  rOcom^ 
mended  it  tb«n>  and  the  satnii  metivea 
would  tctuate  tbem  to  support  iu  kbroga- 
tfon  now.  (fii&en  be^r!)  The  MSfte  of 
the  commercial  community  was,  at  tb« 
poHod  at  wiiieh  the  Older  of  18^  wm 
iSMied>ttatMe  of  uhirm  send  i^ipi^benston, 
and  It  was  not  to  be  sudposed  thai  tbdw 
who  were  cebsulted  and  who  advised  that 
meMire  could  at  once  see  all  the  conse- 
quences it  diight  possibly  l«ad  to.  II 
w^cmM  bave  been  impossible  for  the 
Sttthott  of  ^e  measure  to  have  issued  thai 
Order  in  Gouneil,  if  diey  had  foreseen 
thsft  it  W^uld  have  Involved  all  the  ei^tii 
which  had  stdce  been  pn>dufeed  by  the 
Orders  in  Couneil.  8tiU,  howiever,  the 
ttoMe  earl  XNnttend^d  that  the  Americ«na 
vievrtMl  ^St^  Order  a^  a  matter  directly  af- 
fkfdng  tfeeir  rights.  Thet  might  be  very 
troe>  but  it  was  not  pbssible  that  they 
c#uld  feel  ^Oallir  with  respetrt  to  the  Or- 
der in  Council  of  1807  and  to  the  Orders 
^of  189^.  The  AmetidiM  were  a  wise 
people,  add  thh  ^untry  falgbt  take  a  les* 
son  of  sound  policy  and  prudence  from 
them.  They  would  be  satisfied  to  remoii>» 
^rate  upon  a  mere  question  of  ririit, 
whidh  did  not  immediately  or  matoriMly 
afibot  tfas^  interests,  aMd  be  verily  be- 
lieved they  would  still  be  eetiified  with  a 
bare  remonstrance  angaiiM  thia  Order,  if 
the  'Other  Ordevs  in  Council  were  to  bo 
repealed.  That  people  knew  how  wisely 
to  regulate  ^hr  concerns  Md  intereats; 
thev  wouM  rather  subimit  to  an  inoflfenstvte 
inlmgemettt  of  a  bare  right,  than  drtvo 
a  nitional  diffisrence  to  extt«mity>^As  to 
the  immorality  of  the  trade  by  Licence, 
be  Would  freely  eonflN«s  that  he  was  not 
prepat^d  to  go  the  length  of  the  opinions 
which  bad  been  held  in  other  pkces  npen 
that  subject:  yet,  whilst  he  wouM  wmik 
ihM  it  might  %e  expedient,  by  licenoee  m 
certain  cases,  n>  Obvistte  the  efihots  of  •* 
sodden  unexpected  pressure  upon  eouf- 
merce,  be  eould  not  approve  of  the  exftent 
to  which  the  system  of  ticencevhad  been 
carried.  Was  ^ere  not  A  most  materiaf 
deference  l>etween  the  grant  of  licene^  itf 
particular  cttses,  suoh  as  he  had  alhided  i», 
and  ihe  attempt  to  force  the  whole  tMAa 
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9f  t^e  Qi^try  into  ^  «b^mel,  in  vhich<  lo 
aie  tbe  words  of  ^  learned  JQdgf  a  i^  must 
1)9  carried  on  by   '^  «inmli^tiQn  and  diiai 


/PBuli^ien.''    '<  Bu^*'  said  t|i9  noble  earl 

^  if  the  English  mercbanU  were  not  to 

fimj  on  ibis  trade«  the  Americana  wpold/' 

»l  if  the  Americana  bad  no  honour*  and 

were  prepared  for  any  immorality  in  the 

pnrsmt  of  commercial  profit.    In  discusi- 

ing  the  yalae  of  the  trade  with  America^ 

the  noble  earl  had  stated  that  mach  the 

greater  part  of  the  exports  from  this  country 

lo  th^  United  States  was  not  for  conson^p- 

lion  in  that  country,  but  for  transmission 

by  a  circuitous  route  toFr^mce. — [JJo!  to 

South  America^  qbaerred  earl  B^thar^t.] 

— Well,  that  would  notalter  the  argument, 

as  tb^  giKiater  part  was  to  b^  carried  by 

tbis  circuitous  route  to  some  place  exter- 

ml  to  the  United  States;  and  as  the  siip- 

ply  of  So^ob  America  had  now  deyolved 

l^pon  this  eaonuy,  the  noble  earl  argued 

that  WB  badi  lost  nothini;  by  the  operatioi^ 

af  th^  Orders  in  Council  or  by  the  state 

of  our  relations  with  Aiinerica^  which  was 

the  conse^uepca  of  them,    ^ho  fact  was — 

tts  bad  been  incautiously  fiidmitted— that 

the  Sontb  American  exfmrts  had  been  be* 

fi^re  sent  by  a  circuitous  route  through  ihe 

United  States*  and  oujeht  not  to  be  sepa- 

ratedf— Ne^pt  the  noble  earl  renewed  bis 

Incriminations,  ^  asserted  that  during; 

lord  Granville's  administration,  in  paru- 

cular  inst^c^,  licences   were    granted 

aren  to  French  Ti^ssels,  thus  giying  trade 

to  an  enemy^  ratber  than  confining  it  tk>  a 

ipeutral.  Such  assertions  were  compfetalv 

vidicujpinb  becanas  they  were  not  denied, 

fn<)  w«ra  Ifnown  to  all  the  world ;  but  was 

Uiat  to  be  compared  with  a  trade  whicb 

e«iste4  wily  by  iicences»  and  those  in 

eyery  instance  peatowe4  upon  the  enemy  I 

When  he  recoUected  the  m^AOer  in  which 

^  Orders  in  Counol,  suggested  by  the 

present  goTemment,  were  supported,  both 

ip  doors  and  ootofdoofs^wbatunwe^ied 

p^ns.  were  taken  to  make  them  popular, 

what  fiiilse  impressions  were  produce^  by 

ministers  addressing   themselyes   to  the 

vorst  passions  of  men ;  by  telling  them 

that  the  people  of  America  were  pu^lani* 

mpiif  tm  dc^r#ded#  and  that  tbey  would 

bear  any  iasujta,  and  an^  putra|;es,  be 

novM  not  help  expaessing  his  surprise  that 

Ae  aame  persons  who  then,  in  ao  glaring  a 

q^^nner,   shewed  their  jealousy    of  the 

tjrade  ^  America,  should,  as  it  were»  be 

4€^  to  every  impression  of  the  same  kind 

^^  applied  to  ^  trade  of  France,  and 

4^/puJd  bi  so«^  t9  tiufow  thatooi^mer^ 
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tbey  refused  to  the  United  States,  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy-  When  the 
former  administration  granted*  perhaps, 
Qfky  or  sixty  licences,  where  the  present 
issue  fifteen  or  sixteen  ihou9and,  or  took 
ftny  step  which  wns  deemed  advisable 
for  the  salvation  of  the  West  Indies, 
what  volumes  upon  volumes  of  papers 
were  moved  for  by  the  opposition,  what 
anxiety  was  expressedi  wnat  pamphlets 
after  pamphlets  were  written  to  awake  the 
slumbering  attention  of  the  country  to  the 
tbres^ened  destruction  of  the  British  ship« 
ping*  by  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  a  neu- 
tral, mt  now  It  had  been  transferred  al- 
most in  toto  to  France,  or  the  countries  de- 
pendent on  ber,  the  warning  voice  was  si- 
lent, as  if  under  some  magical  influence 
possessed  by  the  noble  lords  opposite.— 
The  principle  advanced  by  his  noblf 
friend,  wa^  the  true  and  wise  and  politic 
basis  of  the  conduct  that  sbofild  be  pursoe4 
by  this  country*  namely*  that  all  the  tradf 
WRJcb  could  not  be  carried  on  by  Enslish 
shipping,  should  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  Ao^cricans*  To  tnat  principle,  not  ai| 
argument  bad  been  applied  in  nis  speech 
by  the  noble  earU^With  respect  to  the 
system  of  licences,  he  must  say  thai  he 
entertained  strong  doubu  of  its  legality. 
He  was  aware  that  licences  w^re  at  aQ 
times  legally  within  the  prerogatives  of  th^ 
crown  to  grant;  but  when  the  intention 
of  licences  was  to  do  away  th^  efiect  of 
the  Orders  in  Council,  they  appeared  tg 
him  to  stand  on  quite  different  grounds* 
What  was  the  operation  of  the  licences  as 
granted  at  present,  but  to  counteract  the 
Orders  in  Council*  which  were  resorted  to 
for  tbe  interest  of  the  state,  and  which  wer# 
only  to  be  juftiiied  by  the  necessity  of  the 
case  ?  He  was  convinced  that  the  leame4 
judge  of  the  Admiralty  Court  would  look 
upon  Orderf  of  Blockade  ^  instrument! 
null  and  void,  if  their  object  was  not  to 
annoy  tbe  enemy,  but  to  procure  for  this 
country  the  exclusive  monopoly  of  the 
commerce  of  the  world.  The  learmn) 
judge  bad  offen  and  solemnly  declared 
himself  to  that  e0ect.  How,  then,  could 
the  system  of  licences  be  considered  legal, 
if  the  e£&ct,  of  it  was  to  procure  for  thia 
country  a  monopoly  of  trade  r — He  should 
not  enter  further  into  this  question  at  pre^ 
sent;  but  supposing  that  upon  a  principle 
of  retaliation  we  should  be  justified  in 
adopting  measures  to  destroy  the  taade  of 
the  enemy,  that  would  give  us  no  right  to 
dole  out,  to  distribute,  and  even  to  sel) 
parts  and  parcels  of  that  trade  to  other  na« 
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tions.  The  power  of  granting  licences  be* 
longed  to  the  crown,  but  not  eo  intuitu,  noc 
that  it  might  be  employed  for  such  a  pur- 
pose. "So  man  could  maintain  that  the 
aystem  of  licences  might  not  lead  to  gross 
snd  enormous  abuses.  He  did  not  mean 
to  charge  the  Board  of  Trade,  or  its  offi- 
cers, with  any  malpractices,  for  if  he  did, 
as  was  asual  on  any  attack,  the  whole  mi- 
Disterial  bench  would  rise  to  insist  that  the 
radividual  objected  to,  was  the  most  honest 
man  that  ever  existed.  The  management 
of  the  system  might  be  impartial  in  the 
Intention,  as  no  doubt  it  was,  bat  it  was 
impossible  that  it  could  be  impartial  in 
the  practical  execution  of  it.  To  be  im- 
partial, it  would  be  necessary  to  persuade 
sll  those  upon  whom  it  was  to  operate,  that 
H  was  so.  It  was  not  enough  to  say  that 
the  noble  earl  would  not  sully  or  contami- 
nate his  fingers  by  the  grant  of  any  li* 
cences  from  favour  or  partiality.  The  in- 
fluence, however,  of  feelings  must  ope- 
Cte  insensibly  and  unconsciously  in  many 
stailces*  It  was  not  always  easy  to  de- 
cide how  far  the  possession  of  a  vote,  or  of 
interest  in  a  particular  borough,  corpora- 
'tion,  or  district,  mi^t  affect  the  decision 
in  the  grant  of  a  licence.  Upon  every 
ll^round^  therefore,  it  was  clear,  that  the 
system  was  liable  to  enormous  abuses,  and 
tnis  was  a  strong  reason  for  going  into  the 
enquiry,  which  was  the  more  necessary, 
in  order  that  thei/  lordnhips  might  take 
rare  that  the  practice  did  not  trench  upon 
the  constitutional  power  of  the  crown  to 
grant  licences.— The  real  ground  of  the 
motion  of  his  noble  fViend,  was  the  situa- 
tion of  the  trade  of  this  country,  of  i^hich 
the  noble  earl,  indeed,  had  given  a  ^vour- 
able  picture ;  but  this  he  must  say,  with 
respect  to  such  representations  as  their 
lordships  had  heard  upon  this  subject,  that 
Im  never  knew  any  administration,  or  any 
•et  of  men  in  office,  who  did  not  contrive 
so  to  produce  comparative  accounts  of  ex- 
ports and  imporu  as  to  make  the  balance 
favourable*  It  was  not  from  that  compa- 
rison, but  from  the  state  of  the  country, 
that  they  were  to  form  their  judgment  of 
the  trade  of  the  country.  If  the  statement 
of  the  noble  carl  were  really  correct,  why 
had  he  noK  sent  it  to  Nottingham  to  allay 
the  ferments  of  the  distressea  manufactu- 
rers, and  to  tranquillize  the  disturbed  dis- 
tricts of  that  populous  and  sufiering  coun- 
ty ?  Why  had  he  not  sent  it  to  Dverpool, 
Wbere  the  annihilation  of  commerce  bad 
added  so  largely  to  the  numbers  of  the 
]>aupen,  and  driven  so  mapy  ^f  its  indus- 
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trious  inbabitants,  hitherto  aopported  by 
the  produce  of  their  own  labour,  to  seek 
relief  from  their  respective  parishes  ?  Why 
had  he  not  sent  it  to  Sheffield  ?  Why,  m 
short,  had  not  the  noble  lord  circulated  this 
evidence  of  national  prosperity  throughout 
all  the  manufacturing  districts,  to  prove 
to  the  suffering  working  classes,  that  how- 
ever they  might  be  affected,  their  coon- 
try  was  flourishing,  and  their  distresses 
must  be  temporary  and  not  real?  Why 
did  he  not  get  it  inserted  at  the  tail  of 
the  London  Gazette,  to  prove  to  the  bank- 
rupts in  the  city,  that  they  were  not,  in 
feet,  bankrupts,  but  men  abounding  in 
wealth  ?— -With  respect  to  that  extensive 
and  endless  question  concerning  the  re- 
peal of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees,  it 
was  not  his  intention,  on  that  occasion,  to 
go  into  any  examination  of  the  circum* 
stances,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether 
they  were  repealed  or  not.  He  was  per<^ 
fectly  ready  to  admit  that  there  was  no 
official  evidence  of  the  repeal  which  would 
authorize  a  court  of  Admiralty  to  pass 
a  judgment  founded  upon  sucb  repeal; 
but  in  the  concerns  between  states,  the 
same  precision  was  never  to  be  loolced  for 
which  was  required  in  courts  of  law.  It 
was  beneath  the  gravity  of  statesmen,  and 
unworthy  of  the  dignity  of  nations,  to  re- 
gulate their  conduct  according  to  the  nice 
distinctions  of  logic,  and  for  a  libera)  and 
enlightened  system  of  policy  to  siibstitute 
a  rigid  adherence  to  all  the  rules  and 
principles  of  the  doctrine  of  dialectics. 
The  true  way  in  which  to  consider  aH  < 
questions  between  sovereign  states  was,  to 
examine  whether  the  situation  of  things 
was  really  such  as  to  be  material  either  is 
its  beneficial  or  injurious  effects  to  one  or 
both.  The  government  of  France  was 
perfectly  versed  in  this  doctrine,  and  al- 
ways prepared  to  act  noon  it.  Buona- 
parte had  well  calculatea  all  the  grounds 
upon  which  he  had  to  expect  the  conse- 
quence that  had  resulted,  and  bad  taken' 
his  measures  so  as  best  to  promote  the  in- 
terests of  his  empire.  It  might  easily  he 
supposed  that  an  intelligent  minister  iia 
France  would  be  able  to  form  a  very  ac- 
curate and  just  estimate  of  the  character 
of  the  people  of  England,  and  of  the  peo- 
ple of  America,  as  well  as  of  the  people  of 
France.  No  doubt  could  l>e  entertained, 
that  this  estimate  would  not,  perhaps,  be 
very  favourable  either  to  the  Amerrcane 
or  the  Englnh ;  but  there  were  protBi>* 
nent  features  in  the  characters  of  ~ 
which  could  not  fail  to  be  correctly 
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and  dexterously  taken  advantage  of  in 
regnlating  the  policy  of  the  French,  go* 
yernmenit  towards  the  two  nations.  It 
was  most  likely  that  in  forming  an  esti* 
mate  of  the  character  of  the  English,  such 
a  minister  woald  consider  them  a  high- 
minded,  independent  people,  but  he  would 
also  regard  them  as  prond,  haughty^  su- 
percilious, and  overbearing,  though  pos- 
sessing, in  an  eminent  degree,  a  spirit  of 
national  pride  and  natiopal  honour,  and 
every  other  characteristic  of  a  ereat  na- 
tion. Forming  his  calculation,  therefore, 
upon  a  people  possessing  such  a  character, 
such  a  minister  would  conclude,  that  they 
would  not  be  satisfied  with  a  virtual  re- 
peal of  tKe  obnoxious  decrees,  that  they 
would  make  a  point  of  their  formid  repeal, 
and  glory  even  in  compelling  that  repeal. 
Of  tne  American  people,  on  the  other 
hand,  be  would  conclude,  that  they  were 
a  cunning,  craving,  selfish  race,  that  they 
would  not  insist  upon  the  actual  renuncia- 
tion of  the  decrees,  bnt  would  be  satisfied 
with  a  declaration  to  that  efllect;  and 
that  so  long  as  in  operation  the  decrees 
did  not  touch  their  pockets,  in  principle 
they  would  not  care  whether  they  were 
formally  revoked,  or  nmjoally  only. 
The  contrast  between  these  twQcharacters, 
that  would  readiljr  sugml  itself  to  the 
mind  of  an  intelligent  French  minister, 
would  as  infallibly  point  out  to  him  the 
nominal  repeal  of  the  decrees  as  an  eflec- 
tual  way  to  conciliate  America,  the  best 
mode  of  renderung  the  English  nation  in* 
credulous,  and  consequently  as  the  cer- 
tain course  to  excite  differences  between 
Great  Britain  and  America,  the  final  re- 
tult  of  which  would  be,  to  throw  Ameri- 
ca into  the  arms  of  France.  With  regard 
to  the  state  of  the  public  mind  in  the 
United  Slates,  he  had  only  to  observe 
that  there  were  generally  two  parties  in 
every  state,  difiering  materially  as  to  their 
▼iews  Of  policy,  and  the  measures  that,  in 
their  minds,  would  best  promote  the  in- 
terest of  the  state,  though  neither  could 
be  suspected  of  any  wish  or  design  to  be- 
tray the  interests  of  its  country.  In  the 
United  States,  one  party  was  disposed  to 
an  alliance  with  Great  Britain,  and  ano- 
ther was  eager  t#  draw  closer  the  bonds  of 
union  and  amity  with  France.  By  the 
policy  which  bad  been  adopted  by  this 
country,  the  whole  power  or  the  state  in 
America  had  been  thrown  into  the  hands 
of  those,  who,  by  habit,  partiality*  and  in- 
clination, were  well  dispoead  towards 
'ranee.    Iffbr  no  other  ground  than  that 
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it  would  inevitably  lead  to  peace  witk 
America,  he  would  be  an  advocate  for  the 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council.  For  as 
to  the  horrible  idea  of  going  to  war  with 
that  country,  he  could  not  for.  one  mo- 
ment entertain  it,  or  suppose  that  their 
lordships  would  consent  to  continue  the 
Orders  in  Council,  if  they  should  be  prov- 
ed to  lead  to  that  unfortunata  consequence. 
—While  he  was  on  this  topic,  he  should  « 
take  the  opportunity  to  state,  that  if  there 
was  any  one  point  on  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  agree  with  the  noble  lords  oppo* 
site  (an  honour  he  could  scarcely  call  it) 
that  point  was  the  maintenance  of  the  war 
in  the  peninsula.  He  besought  their 
lordships,  and  particularly  the  noble  lords 
opposite,  therefore,  not  to  put  to  hazard 
the  cause  in  the  peninsula  for  any  trum* 
perv  objects  of  nominal  rights.  A  war 
with  America,  if  that  should  unfortu- 
nately take  place,  would  infallibly  be  the 
ruin  of  that  cause,  because  it  would  efifec- 
tually  destroy  the  sinews  and  resources  o^ 
the  war  in  the  peninsula.  He  begged 
their  lordships  to  consider  what  efiect  a 
war  vrith  North  America  might  have  upon 
South  America.  He  believed  that  it  was 
in  politics,  as  in  war,  the  wisest  course  to 
sacrifice  all  subordinate  objects  to  the  at* 
tainment  of  one  great  purpose.  Nothing 
conld  be  so  strong  a  proof  of  weaknea 
and  a  pusillanimous  spirit,  as  to  fritter 
away  tks  powers  of  the  state  in  the  prose- 
cutioil  of  minor  objects,  and  thereby  to 
render  the  attainment  of  great  national 
ends  more  difficult  and  precarious.  Upoji 
all  these  grounds,  therefore,  he  conjured 
the  House  to  accede  to  the  present  mo* 
tion,  that  the  Western  worla  might  see 
that  England  exhibited  a  temper,  the 
continuance  of  which  would  assuredly  lead 
to  the  prosperityof  both. 

The  Earl  of  Wesinmelmd  allowed  that 
it  was  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  to 
avoid  a  war  with  America,  and  maintained 
that  she  had  uniformly  acted  with'  the 
utmost  forbearance  towards  that  country. 
The  quarrel,  such  as  it  was,  had  originated 
with  the  late  ministry  ;  and  his  Majestjr's 
present  ministers  were  not  answerable  for 
any  evils  resulting  from  the  commercial 
system.  The  noble  earl  took  a  nummary 
view  of  the  proceedings  of  the  lata  ad* 
ministration  on  this  subject,  and  expressed 
a  hope  that  if  any  noble  lord  thought  that 
these  measures  needed  defence,  he  would 
call  on  some  noble  lord  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  for  such  a  defence.  His  lord* 
ship  then  expatiated  on  the  flourishing 
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ftate  of  ibe  eiy>ort^  and  imports.  He 
contended^  tbat  ip  a  eommercial  point  of 
Yiew  it  would  be  most  injurious  to  repeal 
the  Orders  in  Council^  under  wbich  h^ 
maintained  that  the  trade  of  the  country 
had  risen  mor^  than  one  fourth  aboye  what 
It  was  in  that  year  when  the  great  finan- 
cial ministers  opposite  were  compliment^ 
on  the  extent  of  our  commerce,  Not- 
twithstanding  all  that  had  been  said  about 
petitions  against  the  Orders  in  Councils  h? 
Aad  never  been  able  to  see  one  of  them« 
although  he  had  taken  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  opon  the  subject  As  to  the  pe- 
tition from  Hullj  it  stated  distress  gene- 
rally ;  it  was  not  a  petition  agaipst  the 
Orders  in  Council^  but  asaiost  those  mea* 
sures  which  were  adopted  as  a  relaxation 
of  those  Orders.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
the  repeal  of  those  X>rders  woqld  be  the 
destruction  instead  of  the  salvation  of  our 
commerce.  Independent  of  commercial 
considerations,  he  thought  that  they  PUgbt 
to  be  maintained  on  the  ground  of6urna* 
tional  rights,  and  our  natfonM  honour, 

Lord  HolUmd  explained,  that  those  who 
supported  the  motion  objected  both  to  the 
Orders  in  Council  and  the  mode  in  which 
they  were  relaxed  ;  so  that  whether  the 
Petition  IVom  Hull  was  against  tb?  Orders 
pr  their  effectSi  was  of  no  consequence. 

The  Earl  of  Wa^mqrdmi  in  explanation 
insisted  that  it  was  rery  material. 

The  Earl  of  Lmfkfdak  observed>  that 
the  noble  earl  (Batburst)  had  begun  in  a 
nanner  peculiarly  bard  towards  his  noble 
friend  the  morer  of  the  prosant  ijuestion^ 
tot  bis  not  being  able  to  state  th^  precise 
Order  in  Council  which  be  wished  to  have 
withdrawn.  Tb^  nature  ef  the  Orders  in 
Council  was  certainly  a  sut^eqt  of  no  small 
embarrassment^  and  nothing  could  be  a 
stronger  argument  against  tneir  t*ontinq- 
aooe  than  lAatsucb  men  as  his  noble  friend 
could  n^t  accurately  discover  their  ten* 
doncy.  But  really  such  was  the  nncer* 
tainty  with  respect  to  them,  that  the  most 
ea^perienced  traders  knew  not  bow  to  con- 
doct  their  tra^.  Whether  they  were  1^ 
attend  to  a  notification,  to  Orders  in  CoQQi'. 
cil,  pr  to  instructions  to  this  or  that 
officer^  became  a  matter  9f  infinite  per*? 
plexity  to  tbeo^,  and  of  very  serious  study. 
The  continual  changes,  howerer,  to  which 
tbey  were  subject,  gave  the  merchants  of 
liondon,  who  were  oh  the  spot  firom  ivhicb 
tbey  issued,  a  great  advantage  oyer  the 
vierchants  of  the  outporte.  The  nd)ie 
earl  asked  wbich  of  the  Orders  he  wished 
Id  see  repealed.    He  would  teU  the  nobks 
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earl,  which  pf  the  Orders  be  wished  oat 
to    see    rf pealed— it  was  the  Order   in 
Council  of  the  7th  January,  1807.     The 
noble  earl  appeared  to  consider  the  Order 
of  January,  1807,  as  the  pnly.sul^ect  of 
complaint,  as  if  the  Orders  in  Council  cif 
1809  were  only  founded  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple, and  were  part  of  the  same  system^ 
The  noble  lords  seemed  to  think  they  bad 
a  triumph  in  this  sort  of  argument ;  lor^  ae 
the  Order  of  the  7th  of  January,  1807,  ori- 
ginated with  his  noble  friend  (lord  Gren- 
ville,]  and  those  who  sat  near  bim,  tbey 
supposed  that  they  were  bounci  at  aU  timee 
and  under  all  circumstances,  to  adhere  tp 
them.     But  what  right  had  the  noble 
lords  to  maintain  that  opinion?  Were  tbey, 
who  were  changing  tneir  own  Orders  m 
Council  every  laontb,  justified  in  presum- 
ing that  his  noble  friend  wpuld  not  have  ' 
abaadoned  or    changed    his   Order   in 
Council  of  the  7th  January,  1807,  if  be 
had  seen  any  evil  resulting  from  the  cpa- 
tinuance  of  u  ?  From  bis  knowledge  of  his 
noble  friends>  be  was  convinced*  that  they 
would  have  altered  that  Order  in  Conoal 
if  circumstances  bad  reauired  such   al- 
teretion.r^In  neither  of  the  speeches  of 
tb^  noble  earls  oppositOi  was  there  a  sin^ 
gle  sentence  addressed  tp  the  proposition 
that  there  be  a  committee  appointed.  The 

Erosperity  of  the  commerce  of  the  coomry 
ad  been  talked  of.  Prosperity !  It  was  a 
prosperity  accompanied  by  numberless 
phenomena*  It  was  accompanied  by  an 
unprecedented  list  of  bankrupts.  It  was 
accompanied  by  an  unprecedented  dis- 
tress among  the  manufacturers.  It  was  ac- 
companied by  an  unprecedented  change  in 
the  wages  of  the  lower  orders.  Into  these 
phenomenat  attendant  op  the  alleged, 
prosperity  of  commerce,  ii  was  fitting,  ijx 
his  opinion,  that  a  committee  should  en- 
quire. Haul  the  noble  ear)  read  the  Me? 
morial  from  the  merchants  of  Hull,  stating 
with  truth  the  fi;reat  iucxease  of  foreign 
shipping,  and  the  mcreasing  nursery  tat 
foreign  seamen  produced  by  the  present 
svfitem  ?  If  be  ba<d«  he  was  astonished  that 
toe  noble  earl  could  rmeci  the  motion  of 
bis  noble  friend*  With  respect  to  the  re* 
turns  on  the  table,  of  eworts  and  imports, 
tliey  were  in  no  wise  to  ne  depended  unon. 
Curcumstances  of  a  peculiar,  and  indeed 
of  a  contradictory,  nature,  ha4  conspired 
to  swell  them.  In  die  exports,  tax  instance, 
all  goods  exported  without  duty,  might  be 
enkred  to  any  amount  Thus,  an  export 
of  only  501.  in  value,  migbt  be  entertM  as 
worth  SfiOQl   MM  (0  tbi«^  cemmercial 
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specthrtibn  hkd  proceed^  io  Mch  an  ex* 
t^nt,  tbat  it  wai  a  well  khttwD  thct,  that 
^oodi  to  a  coonderable  amount  bad  been 
txpbrted  from  thistotintry,  pttrticolatly  to 
Heligolaod,  at  which  place  no  market 
being  found  ftnr  them,  mey  were  actnally 
I«tiimed^(thci8  fniitlesft  swelthig  the  litt 
of  exports  and  imports,)  and  toM  by  auc- 
tion for  half  the  original  price  at  which 
they  had  been  purchased  firom  Uie  manu- 
facturers. This  was  far  from  that  legiti- 
mate prosperity  of  commerce  which  re* 
ftulted  from  actual  consumption.  A  proft- 
•perous  commerce  was  that  where  ttie 
wants  and  desires  of  the  (lurchaser  kept 
pace  with  the  sales  of  the  exporter.  There 
was  not  a  feature  in  the  commerce  of  1809, 
which  did  not  bespeak  an  unfavourable 
state ;  and  no  country  had  ever  expe* 
tienced  commercial  distress  without  ex< 
hibittng  the  phenomena  which  had  been 
witnessed  in  this  country.  He  did  not 
doubt,  but  that  we  should  see  another  year 
of  similar  prosperity.  He  thought,  that 
after  some  stagnation  in  our  trade,  h  would 
be  likely,  that  some  other  scheme  might 
send  forth  a  new  set  of  adventurers  and 
speculators,  and  there  might  be  another 
year  of  greit  export,  which  some  would 
mistake  for  commercial  prosperity.  What 
tras  the  professed  object  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  but  to  make  Buonapart6  feel  the 
i^nsequences  of  his  own  acts^  The  noble 
hird  had  said  that  France  had  been  deeply 
injured  by  being  deprived  of  the  customs 
on  colonial  produce.  But  had  not  we  suf- 
fered hi  the  same  degree,  though  in  a  dif- 
ferent mode  ?  In  his  opinion,  uie  loss  suf- 
fered by  tfie  state  of  trade,  produced  by 
t*K8  new  border  of  things,  was  infinitely 
greater  on  our  part  than  on  that  of  the 
enetay.  When  he  saw,  however,  that 
th<ere  had  been  a  falling  ofTof  twelve  mil- 
lions and  a  half  in  the  customs  in  three 
years,  and  combined  with  this  considera- 
tion the  encreasinff  number  of  bankrupt- 
cies, and  a  knowledge  of  the  excess  of  our 
exports  above  the  real  demands  of  our  fo- 
reign trade,  he  saw  not  only  sufficient  but 
abtmdant  evidence  for  goins  into  the  com- 
mfttee  proposed  by  his  noble  friend. 

The  Earl  'OfftiMje  could  not  bring  him- 
self to  tronsider  thid  question  merely  in  a 
commertrtal  pomt  of  View,  but  should  con- 
sider the  Repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council 
tft  the  present  moment,  as  an  abandonment 
of  all  the  ^inciples  on  which  the  country 
had  acted  m  the  assertion  of  her  maritime 
rights.  Yk  should  also  consider  it  a  part 
of  thai  system  of  humfliatTon  which  ap- 
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peared  tb  him  to  be  re^rommended  to  the 
Cdutttry  by  the  noble  lordt  on  the  other 
aide.  At  one  time  they  called  on  the 
touhtry  toprost,rate  itself  at  the  feet  of  the 
Catholic  convention ;  at  another  time  to 
give  up  the  Orders  in  Council,  at  the 
requisition  of  America ;  and  at  another 
time  to  withdraw  their  armies  from  the 
penlnittla,  and  leave  it  tt>  the  power  of 
France.  Now,  on  account  of  the  losses  of 
a  few  merchants  and  manufacturers,  we 
were  caHed  upon  to  revoke  our  decrees, 
while  the  decrees  of  France  remained  in 
fell  ferce.  Every  6ne  must  regret  that 
our  merchants  and  manufacturers  had  suf- 
fered losses,  but  losses  of  this  nature  were 
inseparable  from  a  state  of  war ;  and  he 
believed  nobody  would  say  that  an  ho* 
nourable  peace  was  in  our  power. 
True  it  was  that  our  merchants  suffered 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  times;  but 
though  excluded  in  a  great  measure  from 
the  continent  of  Europe,  still  three  parts 
of  the  world  Were  open  to  their  commerce. 
It  was  impossible  to  deny  that  the  trade  of 
the  country  had  sustained  some  depression  ; 
but  as  reasonably  might  it  be  expected  to 
fight  a  battle  without  having  any  men 
slam,  aft  to  carry  on  a  war  without  occa- 
sioning some  injury  to  commerce.  To 
destroy  our  Commerce  appeared  to  be  the 
fited  determination  of  Buonaparte,  and  as 
fixed  o^ght  to  be  our  determination  to 
counteract  him.  Buonaparte  had  declared 
to  his  maritime  towns,  tnat  En^and  must 
be  humbled  at  any  expence.  To  accede 
to  the  motion  of  the  noble  lord  would  in* 
deed  be  gomg  a  great  way  towards  hum- 
bling her.  To  accede  to  this  motion  of 
the  noble  lord  would  be  still  moiie  to  de- 
press the  manufectures  of  Great  Britain, 
and  to  give  to  the  manufactures  of  France, 
by  the  repeal  of  the  British  Orders  in 
Council,  that  stimulus  which  the  exchange 
of  colonial  produce  (through  the  me- 
dium of  America)  for  the  manufac- 
tures of  France  must  inevitably  occasion^ 
Were  government  to  repeal  the  Orders  in 
Council,  all  the  advantages  wuuld  be  on^ 
the  side  of  France,  and  she  would  cease 
to  vustain  those  privations  under  which 
she  at  present  laboured.  Every  kind  of 
colonial  produce  would  be  poured  into 
France  by  the  Americans,  who  would 
obtain  evtty  colonial  article  from  Cuba 
and  other  SipaDish  settlements.  The  same 
American  abips  that  brought  West  India 
produce,  would  export  t|ie  manofacturea 
of  France^  which  might  triumph  over 
ours  m  the  markets  of  America;  and  thur 
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France  woald  gtia  erery  ad?aBtag6j  both 
in  her  revenue  and  industry^  while  no  re- 
lief would  be  extended  to  our  commerce. 
On  these  grounds,  he  should  oppose  the 
motion,  as  it  seemed  to  imply  that  the 
Orders  in  Council  ought  to  be  revoked. 

Viscount  Sidmouih  said,  he  had  listened 
with  the  greatest  pleasure  to  the  able  and 
argumentative  speech  of  the  noble  mar- 
quis, who  brouffht  this  question  before  the 
House  ;  but  it  bad  failed  to  produce  con- 
Tiction  in  his  mind  of  the  propriety  of  an 
enquiry  at  the  present  moment.  He  de- 
clared,  that  a  full  share  of  the  responsibi* 
lity  of  issuing  the  Order  in  Council  of 
January  1807,  belonged  to  himself.  He 
.  had  been  strenuous,  as  some  of  his  noble 
friends  near  him  knew,  in  recommending 
the  adoption  of  that  measure.  He  consi- 
dered it  as  founded  on  that  principle  laid 
down  in  the  rule  commonly  called  the 
rule  of  1756,  which  prohibited  to  a  neu* 
tral  the  advantages  of  any  trade  in  time  of 
war,  which  by  the  law  of  nations  he  was 
not  entitled  to  in  time  of  peace.  His  ob- 
jection to  the  subsequent  Order  was,  that 
it  carried  the  principle,  of  blockade  to  too 
great  an  extent,  and  imposed  upon  the 
neutral  as  the  price  of  a  continental  trade, 
the  necessity  of  paying  a  previous  tribute 
to  ourselves.  He  had  another  and  a  seri- 
ous objection  also  to  urge  against  it,  on 
the  ground  that  it  continued  to  sanction 
that  pernicious  indulgence  of  suffering 
the  neutral  to  be  the  carrier  of  the  en& 
my's  colonial  trade.  Their  lordships  had 
aeen  that  Mr.  Erskine  bad  made  a  merit 
of  this  indulgence,  in  his  representations 
to  the  American  government.  He  was 
happy  to  say  that,  by  the  Order  of  April, 
1809,  p<trt  of  these  objections  had  been 
removed.  That  Order  limited  the  block- 
ade to  the  coasts  of  France,  Holland,  and 
the  northern  parts  of  Italy.  In  his  opi- 
nion the  system  of  blecKade  woo14  pro- 
ceed much  more  successfully  were  the 
system  of  trade  licences  abandoned. 
There  were  great  abusers  in  that  latter 
system.  Undoobtedly  it  was  expedient 
to  obtain  articles  of  the  first  necessity, 
such  as  grain  and  naval  stores ;  but,  gene- 
rally speaking,  the  licence  system  was 
injurious,  and  in  no  way  more  so  than  in 
the  offence  which  it  gave  to  morals.  Be- 
sides, it  was  adverse  to,  and  completely 
inconsistent  with,  the  principles  on  which 
the  Orders  were  founded,  namelv,  to  in* 
flict  privation  on  the  enemy. — ^Tnere  was 
one  consideration  which  had  great  weight 
in  inducing  him  to  vote  against  the  propo- 
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sition  of  the  noble  lord.  ^  He  would  not 
assert  the  general  doctrioo  that  there 
should  be  no  parliamfnUry  interference 
while  a  negociation  was  pending  with 
another  power;  but  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  pending  negociations  with 
America,  he  was  decidedly  hostile  to  any 
parliamentary  interference.  To  acce<fe 
to  the  motion  of  the  noble  lord,  would  be 
to  recommend  to  the  crown  to  repeal 
those  Orders  in  Council  which  were  the 
actual  subject  of  the  disputes  between  the 
two  countries.  He,  for  one,  would  not  bet 
a  party,  under  the  existing  circumstancei^ 
to  the  transfer  of  that  discretion  which 
ought  to  belong  to  the  executive  govern- 
ment, to  either  of  the  other  branches  of 
the  legislature.  No  one  attached  more 
importance  than  he  did  to  the  mainte* 
nance  of  a  good  understanding  .between 
Great  Britain  and  America;  but  he  should 
deeply  regret  if  parliament  were  rashly  to 
recommend  those  concessions  to  America 
which  the  execetive  government  had,  foe 
such  a  length  of  time,  thought  it  wise  to 
resist.  For  all  these  reasons  he  should 
dissent  firom  the  mention. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdawne  shortly  re- 
plied. It  was  not  his  intention  to  consume 
the  time  of  the  House  in  observing  on  all 
that  had  fallen  from  noble  lords  on  the 
other  side.  For  he  really  thought  all  they 
had  s^id  had  been  already  satisfactorily 
answered.  The  noble  viscount  had  ob- 
jected to  his  motion  for  going  into  a  com- 
mittee, because  as  the  noble  viscount  con- 
ceived it,  licences  did  not  necessarily  be- 
long to  or  form  a  part  of  the  Orders  in 
Council.  This  might  be  so  in  point  of 
form;  but  when>  to  oppose  this  be  shewed 
that,  in  point  of  fact,  the  two  systems 
were  incorporated  in  one,  had  be'  not  a 
rif^ht  to  ask  of  the  noble  viscount  to  go 
with  him  into  a  committee  oq  that  sub- 
ject ?  By  what,  he  wished  to  know,  could 
the  fact  be  more  effectually  proved  or  dis- 

firoved  than  by  poinc  into  that  committee  ? 
t  had  been  said,  that  by  entertaining  e 
subject  of  this  kind,  the  House  would  give 
encouragement  to  that  discontent  which 
was  supposed  to  prevail  out  of  that  House* 
Of  the  force  of  such  an  argument  he  was 
not  aware.  Were  not  noble  lords  sen- 
sible that  the  more  obstinately  they  shut 
their  doors  against  complaints,  the  more 
would  discontent  prevail  ?  Were  they  to 
hold  out,  that  to  the  discontented  they 
would  never  listen,  and  that  it  was  only 
when  people  had  nothing  to  ceuiplain  of 
that  that  House  would  bear  them  ?  He. 
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€»r  •ae,  did  not  conprthend  such  ret* 
soniiig.  ^It  was  only,  af  he  ooderttood  it, 
to  proportion  to  the  terioutiiess  of  the 
fomplaint  that  the  ioterpositioa  of  their 
lordships  eoold  be  rendered  necessar^r. 

Earl  PimniUam  adverted  to  the  petition 
lately  presented  to  the  Prince  Regent  by 
the  manufacturers  of  Sheffield,  praying 
the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  ConnciK  He' 
eonld  state,  froen  his  own  knowledge,  that 
the  manufactarers  of  that  part  of  the 
eoQBtry  wer«  sqflbring  nnder  the  severest 
distresses,  to  which  they  saw  no  period* 
Their  lordships,  he  believed^  would  soon 
see  on  their  table  nameroos  petitions  to  a 
similar  effiict  to  that  presented  to  the 
Prince  Regent;  and  be  would  implore 
them  at  least  to  gire  these  people  the  sa^- 
tisfaetien  of  enquiring  into  the  causes  of 
Ibrir  AifieriBgs,  which  were  almoil  be- 
yond endurance.  It  wee  the  opinion  of 
the  petitioners,  that  the  Orders  in  Council 
Wfire  the  causes  of  their  distress ;  and  lei 
lliem  not,  from  e  reAisul  of  enquiry,  heve 
my  ground  to  say,  that  their  sufiftriogs 
were  tnflieted,  mot  by  the  enemy,  but  1^ 
Uie  hands  of  their  own  government.  He 
could  assure  their'  lordships  that  ^e  dis^ 
iresses  of  the  mannfucturing  districts  «f 
Yerkshire,  end  purticularly  the  c)othfii|p 
districts,  were  extreme.  What  bad  hap- 
pened in  Nottingham  was  but  tee  well 
ianpmn,  und  it  ought  not  to  excite  surprise 
ii  similar  disturbances  were  to  take  place 
in  Yorkshire* 

Lord  Ortmilk  did  net  rise  to  did  u 
likigle  word  to  the  arguments  which  had 
^eeo  so  ably  urged  in  support  of  the  mo- 
tion, but  merely  to  say^  that  whatevcor 
might  .he  the  decision  of  their  Wrdehips 
«pen  the  present  question,  he  was  per- 
-ftunded  that  wiien  the  petitions  which  his 
jioble  friend  staled  to  be  in  prepamtion 
were  laid  on  their  table,  net  a  men  wouU 
'te  found  to  oppose  a  deliberate  inquiry 
li^o  the  nature  and  eflEect  of  those  mea- 
iures  in  which  the  evils  so  juitly  com- 
plfdned  of  by  the  petition^s»  were  by 
th«m  alleged  to  originate.  Whatever 
«nght  hams  been  mid,  he  ^eeilld  aemvely 
thmk4t  pessiUe  that  the  fuy  considerelsen 
-of  this  subject  wonid  be  then  opposed  on 
the  giKmnds  of  Ibe  firosperous  state  of  the 
mnnufiMtores  nf  the  country. 
.  The  House  then  divided^  : 
.    Sortheuaelion  ••.^»*.  S4 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  February  28. 

RB^AAt  or  Tan  Ligislatjvb  UjIion 
wiTK  la^LAiin.]  Mr.  iliocAiniau  rose  and 
mid  :  Sir,  tiie  motion  for  the  repea}  of  the 
Lecislatiire  Union  stands  for  next  Tuesda|r> 
nnd.upon  that  day  it  was  my  fixed  deter- 
mifiation  to  have  brought  ijt  before  ihe 
Ho«ie;  but  it  has  h«en  strongly  repie* 
sented  Ao  me  from  diibimi^  quartnni^  that 
in  4:onaequnnoe  «f  tiie  A^iinnf  ugm  ^odh 

(3Z) 
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ing  on  in  Ireland,  a  considerable  majority 
of  the  persons  representing  her  interests 
here  most  then  be  necessarily  absent ;  un- 
der such  circumstances,  it  would  not  be 
doing  justice  to  the  question  to  preH  its 
discussion  now.  I  regret  exceedingly 
that  any  delay  should  occur,  and  my  great 
reluctance  to  postpone  it  yields  only  to 
the  imperious  necessity  arising  out  of  the 
circumstance  I  ha^e  mentioned,  and  to 
that  alone,  because  as  to  the  expediency 
of  the  motion  itself  my  opinion  remains 
unaltered  and  unqualified.  I  therefore 
postpone  my  notice  from  Tuesday  next  to 
Tuesday  the  28th  of  April. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Mondi^,  March  2. 

Drubt  Lame  Thbatre  Bill.  Lord 
Holland  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
Drury  Lane  Theatre  Bill. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  thought,  that  some 
farther  delay  ought  to  be  allowed,  that  the 
nature  and  object  of  the  Bill  might  be 
more  fully  investigated.  Well  regulated 
theatres,  (le  had  no  doubt,  were  highly 
proper  in  all  large  cities,  and  contributed, 
not  only  to  the  entertainment  of  the  peo- 
pie,  but  also  to  the  improvement  of  their 
morab.  He  had  no  objection,  therefore, 
to  the  measure  merely  as  a  Bill  for  build- 
ing a  theatre  ;  but  there  were  some  points 
in  the  Bill  that  deserved  mature  conside- 
ration. It  might  be  expedient,  in  the  pro- 
gress of  it  through  the  House,  to  turn  their 
attention  to  the -state  of  the  mietropolis, . 
with  regard  to  its  theatres  in  general,  and 
to  consider  the  foundation  and  tendency 
of  the  monopoly.  He  should,  therefore, 
propose  the.  postponement  of  the  second 
reading  till  to-morrow  se'onight. 

Lord  Holland  stated,  that  the  object  of 
the  present  Bill  merely  was  to  extend  the 
time  and  enlarge  the  powers  for  carrying 
the  design  of  the  former  Bill  into  effect. 
This  was  its  principle,  and  he  saw  no  reason 
for  the  delay  proposed  by  his  noble  friend. 
It  was  of  great  importance  to  those  coA- 
cemed,  that  if  the  Bill  was  to  pass  at  all, 
it  should  pass  speedily.  If  long  delays 
were  allowed,  the  Bill  might  be  got  rid  of 
by  a  side  wind.  If  his  noble  friend  ob- 
jected to  any  of  the  details  of  the  Bill,  the 
committee  was  the  proper  place  in  which 
to  state  them.  When  the  Bill  should  be 
amended  in  the  committee,  some  time 
might  be  permitted  to  elapse  between  the 
commitment  and  the  third  reading. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  said,  that  the  oeteti* 
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sible  intent  of  the  Bill  certainly  was  to 
carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  for* 
mer  Bill ;  but  he  rather  thought  it  would 
be  found,  that  the  enactment  went  beyond 
that ;  and  as  the  second  reading  had  been 
generally  understood  to  be  the  proper 
stage  in  which  to  discuss  the  principle  of 
any  measure,  he  should  persist  in  his  okh 
tion  for  delay. 

The  question  was  put,  but  no  divistoa 
took  place.  The  Bill  was  then  read  a 
second  time,  and  a  motion  made  for  com- 
mitting it  to-morrow. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  opposed  this  mko^ 
and  contended  that  the  committal  at  least 
ought  to  be  fixed  for  a  more  distaifit  day. 
There  was  no  good  reason  for  hurrying  the 
Bill  in  this  manner  through  the  Hooito. 
The  session  was  not  so  far  advanced  that 
the  loss  of  the  Bill  could  be  seriously 
dreaded'merely  from  a  delay  of  a  few  days. 

Lord  Erskine  opposed  the  delay,  and 
lord  Redesdale  supported  it,  observing  that 
there  were  certainlj  some  provisions  in  it 
that  required  consideration.  After  a  few 
words  from  the  Lord  Chancellor,  stating 
that  he  hfkA  approved  the  second  reading 
now,  because  the  am^dments,  if  acny 
were  rei^uired,  might  he  made  in  the  com- 
mittee. It  was  agreed  that  the  Bill  should 
be  committed  on  Thursday. 

Lord  Enkme  moved  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee,  to  inouire  into  the 
best  means  of  ventilating  tne  place,  in 
which  their  lordships  sat,  and  adverted  to 
the  micomfortable  feeling  which  most  be 
excited,  and  which  he  himself  had  expe- 
rienced from  the  vast  number  of  small 
holes  in  the  floor.  One  might  catch  coM 
even  in  a  post-chaise  in  summer,  if  dife 
chaise  were  full  of  small  holes.  He  was 
the  more  alive  to  this  subject,  from  the 
experience  he  had  had  in  the  courts  where 
he  had  long  practised. 

Lord  QnrmUe  had  no  objection  to  the 
committee  merely  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
quiry, but  at  the  same  time  said,  that  tlM 
plan  recommended  by  Mr.  Davy  had  not 
as  yet  had  its  feir  trial.  The  Home  btA 
undoubtedly  been  rendered  more  comfiMt- 
able  since  that  plan  had  been  adopted. 

The  Lord  Chmwdlor  had  the  greatoit  re- 
spect for  Mr.  Davy ;  but  if  any  of  thw 
lordships  would  come  on  Wednesday,  aod 
sit  witn  him  to  bear  a  Scotch  caose,  vrith 
500  holes  under  that  table,  all  the  philoso- 
phere  in  the  world  could  hardly  permde 
him  that  his  situation  was  of  a  very  com- 
fortable nature. 

Lord  Mulgrtivc  hfd  ofim  mflfared  se- 
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TOTttly  from  op|Mresu*ebeat  in  th%  Houses 
and  of  the  two  eztreiaes,  he  should  cer- 
Uinly  prefer  cold  to  heat 

The  Lord  Chancellor  requested  the  no- 
ble k>rd«  who  was  a  very  good  lawyer,  to 
come  and  hear  the  Scotch  canie,  and  then 
be  woold  probably  alter  his  opinion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

FaAXB  Woax  Bill.]  On  the  order  of 
the  day  for  the  committal  of  this  Bill, 

Earl  Gronenor  rose  to  move,  that  the 
Older  be  discharged.  After  what  had 
already  passed;  after  the  eyes  of  the  no- 
ble Secretary  of  Sute  had  been  a  little 
opened,  he  had  expected  him  to  have 
himself  moved  the  discharge  of  the  order. 
The  Bill  proposed  to  punish  with  death 
those  who  entered  a  house,  whether  with 
force  or  not,  and  damased  a  piece  of  lace, 
or  stocking  frame.  Toe  measure,  how- 
ever, was  said  to  be  necessary  ;  but  their 
lordships  might  depend  upon  it,  that  this 
law  would  only  make  the  artful  more  art- 
ful, the  running  more  cunning,  the  myste- 
rious more  mysterious.  The  proper* way 
to  -conciliate  the  people,  and  to  prevent 
these  outrages,  was  to  reform  abuses ;  and 
on  this  account  he  regretted  the  introduc- 
tion into  the  Prince  Regent's  cabinet  of  a 
noble  lord,  who,  whatever  might  be  his 
merits  in  other  respects,  was  no  friend  to 
such  a  reformation.  He  would  have  been 
in  despair,  had  it  not  been  £br  the  decision 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the  case  of 
an  office  granted  by  ministers  after  having 
been  condemned  by  a  committee  of  that 
House.  No  decision  had  ever  given  him 
so  much  pleasure.  The  noble  earl  par- 
ticularly censured  the  severity  of  the  mea- 
sure, which  went  to  inflict  the  sanguinary 
penalty  of  death,  upon  what  might  be 
only  an  entry  into  a  house.  He  trusted 
their  lordships  would  not  suffer  themselves 
to  be  persuaded  by  ministers  into  a  con- 
currence in  an  act,  which  would  be  a  dis- 
grace to  the  statute-book,  to  the  character 
of  the  coiHitry,  and  which,  instead  of  re- 
moving the  evil,  would  increase  it,  by 
more  widely  diffusing  the  mischief,  and 
driving  the  unhappy  depredators  to  acts 
of  desperation.  He  concluded  by  moving. 
That  the  order  be  discharged. 

The  Marquis  of  Douglas   stated    the 

Question  to  be,  whether  the  punishment  of 

death  was  really  necessary  in  this  case  ? 

.  and  when  it  was  admitted  that  the  milder 

punishment  had  never  been  tried,  the  ar- 

Soment  appeared  to.be  decisive  against 
lemrerer  penalty.    The  ^vil  here  to  be 


remedied  did  not  consist  in  the  defect  of 
the  punishment,  but  in  the  security  of  the 
criminal.  Had  the  former  act  been  put 
into  execution  ?  If  it  had  not,  how  could 
they  state  that  the  punishment  was  inef- 
fectual? Nothing  could  be  more  unwise 
than  enacting  the  extremity  of  punish* 
ment  in  cases  of  minor  offences.  When 
there  was  no  variety  in  punishment,  peo- 
ple would  be  led  to  think  that  there  was 
no  gradation  in  crime.  The  evil  was  not  to 
be  remedied  by  laws  like  this;  it  extend- 
ed much  farther  than  Nottingham:  a 
whole  population  was  driven  to  these  per- 
nicious courses  by  the  distresses  arising 
from  the  unwise  policy  of  government. 
They  asked  for  existence :  give  it  them 
(said  his  lordship)  by  abandoning  that 
policy,  and  do  not  visit  them  with  exter* 
mination  as  a  cure  for  their  miseries.  In 
Yorkshire  and  Lancashire  there  had  been 
considerable  meetings  of  people  suffering 
under  the  same  distresses  as  the  manufac* 
turers  of  Nottingham.  In  his  own  coun- 
try, too,  (Scotland)  there  had  been  meet- 
ings of  the  same  description.  In  Glasgow 
an  application  for  relief  had  been  made 
to  the  magistrates  by  30,000  people ;  but 
any  serious  disturbance  had  been  pre- 
vented by  the  wisdom  and  activity  ot  the 
magistrates,  and  especially  the  provost. 
The  evil  likewise  extei|idea  through  Ayr- 
shire. They  must  go  to  the  root  of  the 
evil,  and  alter  ^heir  policy.  This  was  the 
only  efficient  method.  They  must  return 
to  the  old  system  under  which  this  coun- 
try had  so  long  flourished,  and  not  destroy 
the  gifts  of  nature  by  their  unwise  mea- 
sures. The  present  Bill  was  the  last  re- 
sort of  a  rash,  feeble,  and  wretched  govern- 
ment,—fearful  of  their  own  enactments, 
because  doubtful  of  their  own  ability. 

The  Earl  of  Hwrrowby  had  imagined, 
that  after  the  discussion  which  had  already 
taken  place,  there  would  have  been  no 
farther  opposition  to  the  Bill.  Nothing 
new  had  been  advanced.  Even  if  he 
should  concede  all  that  had  been  advanced 
as  to  the  unwise  policy  of  governm^Ut* 
still  there  was  a  necessity  for  this  law. 
An  altered  policy  must  taxe  some  time  to 
operate :  and,  in  the  mean  time,  an  im- 
mediate remedy  must  be  applied  to  the 
existing  evil.  The  crime  was  of  the  most 
heinous  nature  and  most  dangerous  ten- 
dency, and  must  be  repressed.  As  to  the 
assertion  that  this  was  the  last  resort  of  a 
weak  and  wretched  government,  it  ought 
to  be  recollected  that  similar  laws  in  simi- 
lar ca^es  had  been  passed  und^r  the  moslf 
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E6werfbl  tnd  hmA^n^  goyftitm^Htd ;  and 
e  referred  as  evidence  of  thli  to  tbe  teve* 
ral  laws  passed  since  the  ]2tb  of  Geo.  I, 
relative  to  the  woollen  and  silk  mannfaC" 
tures.  They  need  not  be  ashamed  to  be 
as  weak  and  bloody  as  sir  Robert  Walpole, 
lord  Hardwieke,  and  the  marqoisof  Rock* 
ingfaam.  It  ought  not  to  be  said  that  the^ 
were  harsh  or  violent  in  following  thle 
lystetn  that  had  all  along  been  pursaed 
and  found  effectual.  Without  entering 
on  general  principles,  be  referred  to  the 
authority  of  Mr.  Justice  Bla^ckstone ;  and 
contended  that  nothing  could  bt  found  in 
the  book  of  that  eminent  judge,  adverse  to 
fl  capital  punishment  in  a  case  of  this  na- 
ture. The  punishment  of  death  had  often 
been  enacted  against  offences  where  it 
would  be  reallylnflicied  only  in  particu* 
lar  and  highly  laggravated  cases.  Our 
law  was  mildly  aditiinistered.  Hie  eom- 
ptahit  generally  was,  that  the  guihy 
escaped,  not  that  too  much  severity  had 
been  used.  In  the  execution  of  the  pre* 
sent  law,  the  same  principle  of  mildness 
would,  no  doubt,  be  attended  to:  but 
there  might  be  cases  m  vrhich  die  ofi^nce 
would  deserve  deiitk^  and  the  capital 
punishment  was  necessary  in  order  to 
itrike  terror  into  the  offenders. 

The  £arl  of  CarffsU  said,  that  the  pro- 
position to  enact  a  law  subjecting  a  fellow 
creature  to  the  punishment  of  death,  wa| 
one  from  which  humanity  shrunk,  and  on 
which  reason  ought  to  pause.  Nothing 
but  necessity  clearly  proved  could  justify 
its  adoption;  but  where  was  the  proof 
here?  What papers-*-what document!  had 
been  laid  before  them  ?  None;  they  had 
merely  the  assertion  of  tbe  ministers  that 
there  was  a  necessity  for  this  measure,  and 
that  assertion  only ;  Unless  the  accounts  in 
the  newspapers  of  disturbances  were  to  be 
considered  as  proper  grounds  fbr  that 
House  to  proceed  upon.  Allowing  these 
to  be  true,*— how  did  they  know  that  the 
magistrates  of  Nottingham  (he  meant  no 
disrespect  to  them)  had  done  their  duty  ? 
How  did  they  know  that  the  proper  means 
of  detection  had  been  used  ?  This  Bill  was, 
besides,  pei'fectly  inefficient  for  its  own 
object,  and,  indeed,  in  some  measure  sub- 
versive of  it.  How  could  they  -expect  that 
those  who  were  averse  to  subject  these 
men  to  the  punishment  of  transportation, 
would  be  willing  to  subject  them  to  the 
penalty  of  death  ?  There  was  a  great  deal 
of  feeliiig  and  humanity  in  ^he  generality 
of  the  people  of  this  country  on  these  oc- 
casioiis.     •'  If  the  law,'*  said  they, «  sub- 


jeds  a  man  only  to  fttdi  a  MttMttiMal  m 
his  ofience  deiervee»  We  will  infiHm ;  hm 
if  his  life  is  to  be  affected,  you  will  get  B^ 
infbrmation  fhMD  us/'  On  every  ground 
the  noble  earl  said  lie  thought  the  meastiro 
highly  objectionable. 

The  Earl  of  ffutmortiand  top|>orled  iIm 
Bill,  and  vindicated  the  coiid\M:t  of  govern- 
ment in  acting  vrith  every  practicable  yir 
gilance  and  exertion  to  restore  tranquHlitjr 
and  order,  ere  they  recorred  to  parnMBeat 
for  the  present  measure.  His  tomship  fbl- 
lowed  the  Kne  of  argument  adopted  bf 
his  noble  friend  wbo  spoke  laat  but  ono,  m 
to  the  general  principle  upon  wbicb  tlio 
measure  proceeued;  imd  he  was  conrmced 
the  law  under  the  Bill  wouM  be  adminia* 
tered  with  a  diacriminating  lenity,  and 
fully  acted  upon  onlv  when  the  ncceuMty 
of  the  case  required  it.  The  tteaaaritp 
therefore,  had  his  cordial  assent 

Lord  Gtawme  thoucht  the  era  of  a 
deeper  nature  than  noble  lords  were  in* 
dined  to  admit  The  great  ctuie  was  tlio 
bad  policy  whic^  had  pfunged  oor  omnu* 
fiicturers  into  distress.  The  distren  and 
the  cause  were  spreadtng  together.  It  waa 
now  that  the  effect  of  the  napor  tnoo  was 
making  itself  felt  through  the  community; 
and  it  was  impossMe  in  any  case  to  con- 
ceive, why  the  same  evilt  which  had  es« 
tended  on  an  excessive  issue  of  pi^par» 
should  not  be  attended  with  thesamu  ovih 
here  as  in  all  other  countries.  Thia  was  a 
more  prominent  cause  than  even  the  Ordeia 
in  Council.  His  noble  friend  (the  earl  of 
Lauderdale)  had  imputed  the  dle^e«  to 
the  sudden  rise  and  Ml  of  wages  hy  the 
sudden  demands  for  manufactures;  bul 
even  where  the  wages  did  not  foil,  the  es» 
cessive  issue  of  paper  lowered  their  red 
value.  The  same  money  could  not  fmr^ 
chase  the  same  quantity  of  proftsioM; 
and  unless  there  was  a  maximum  on  tho 
price  of  the  necessaries  of  lifb,  the  working 
people  must  be  more  and  more  impov^ 
rished,  even  in  the  nominal  receipt  ef  un- 
diminished wages.  The  great  manufiKctii^ 
rers  worked  for  foreign  markets ;  Ihe  ftao 
of  the  prices  abroad  did  not  heep  naoo 
with  the  rise  of  the  nominal  value  of  tiio 
currency  at  home ;  and  in  consequence^ 
they  were  obliged  to  teH  their  workmen 
that  they  could  not  make  the  prime  coat 
on  their  materials.  The  workmen  aavi» 
and  with  not  less  truth,  that  they  coiM 
not  Trve  *bv  their  work ;  and  thus  dlstru* 
came  rapidly  dpon  the  most  useful  and  tsi* 
dustrious  classes  of  she  communitv.  mm 
present  system  had  tho  4irect  tenmey  ^ 
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ezhtmtnig  Ike  ftatrntt  of  tke  iftdastnoos 
ptrt  of  the  paUk ;  Ibis  wm  «•  mw  Ihing 
«e  their  lordtbips;  It  hed  beeo  poinled  oot 
Irom  the  beginning :  every  step  of  its  pro- 
gress bod  been  regnlaHy  deteiM«  ukI  it 
was  now  making  its  way  with  accelerated 
eviL  Was  this  a  thmg  within  penal  laws 
to  correct  f  Were  men  to  be  cared  of  this 
by  the  gibbet  and  the  gallows?  The  Bill 
might  irritate  and  panish,  and  inflict  mi- 
a^ries  dreadM  to  feeling  and  hamanity ; 
b«t  it  woold  not  stop  an  evil  which  resalted 
Ihmi  the  wretchedness  into  which  a  dan- 
gerous and  headlong  sjrstem  had  driren 
ebe  working  people.  His  noble  firiend^ 
(the  earl  of  Harrowby)  in  qqpttng  a  pas- 
sage from  jadge  Bbckstoiie,  teemed  tp 
doobt  whether  that  (||reat  judge  looked  on 
ehe  pnnirfiment  of  death  as  a  menu  of  pre- 
Tention,  or  as  the  penalty  for  enormoM 
crrme.  Bat,  patting  the  first  point  ovt  of 
^estion,was  the  goilt  of  this  crime  of  that 
^normons  intiire  which  required  death? 
The  noble  earl  obrionsly  combined  Ibe  in- 
drridnal  act  with  the  crime  of  censptracy : 
bat  the  Bil  omitted  aH  the  tnlemion  of 
conspiracy,  and  alluded  only  to  the  act  Of 
4m  individual.  It  would  be  enswered, 
that  the  intention  of  the  Bill  was  chiefly 
against  the  conspiracy:  but  vHiere  was 
«be  object  of  a  Bill  to  be  found  but  in  Its 
leading  clauses,  or  preamble  ?  He  was 
eorry  to  hear  an  attenipt  to  justify  "the  in- 
erodoction  of  penal  statnles  by  ffreat 
B«nes.  If  there  was  any  case  In  mkieh 
we  should  not  look  to  precedfents,  or  gire 
up  any  thing  to  great  names,  ft  was  «  case 
tike  the  present.  To  justify  the  infliction 
4fi  death,  there  must  be  no  authority  but 
strong  necessity.  The  stainie  book  was 
stained  with  sansuinary  laws;  it  was  a 
stigma  on  the  character  of  the  country ; 
foreigners  looked  upon  it  as  such,  and  ap- 
pealed to  its  existence  as  the  standard  of 
our  national  character.  His  noble  friend 
spoke  of  the  mildness  with  which  these 
laws  were  administered.  A  philosopher 
ence  said,  that  among  the  Athenians,  to 
praise  the  Athenbns  was  extremely  easy : 
mt  where  were  we  to  find  the  great  evi- 
dence of  a  mild  and  legislatfTe  spirit, — the^ 
prevention  ?  IF  the  question  was  of  the 
purity  of  the  administration  of  justice,  he 
mutt  agree  that  here  we  were  unriralled, 
*— that  there  was  no  country  in  the  worM, 
—that  there  never  was  a  country,  where 
^Ihe  innoceat  man  was  so  secure  of  acquit- 
tal as  here.  But  as  to  pmdshment,  he 
'knew  of  no  country  in  Europe,— -perhaps 
^ ought  le  speak  of  itnsbefiwe  the  hUe 
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dreadiiil  fe?eluiioi> ■■where  so  fmmy  md^ 
fered  by  sanguinary  puniabmenla.  Were 
we  about  to  write  in  Mood  ihe  new  eede 
for  the  new  aituation  to  wUeh  we  wem 
gradualfy  advancing?  In  this  instance,  we 
could  not  punish  inthout  Irtqnently  eom* 
mitting  the  most  ahecking  ofl»noaa  iwainie 
humanity.  Crimes  of  the  mo^difleranl 
nature  were  mngled  under  one  ponssh* 
ment ;  and  death  was  to  he  equally  »• 
fltctedfor  conspiracy  and  for  acts  lor  which 
a  school-boy's  whipping  wonU  be  loo  se^ 
Tere.  Men  ^rere  to  be  hSHiged  fiir  *  di^ 
magingf  iraales.  What  a  wora!  and  how 
capab^  of  penpersion.  What  was  '  4t^ 
magtng'  a  fiane  ?  The  slightest  injury  te 
the  slightest  part  of  a  OMnplicated  ma^ 
ehinery  was  to  bring  a  man  in  pen!  of  hit 
life.  This  was  enough  to  throw  the  body 
of  the  manufacturing  people  into  despaih 
Tell  them,  that  if  from  felly  or  maliee  a 
nnm  break  any  part  of  a  maehtne,  he  Air» 
felts  his  life,  as  much  as  if  he  had  cesi** 
spired  lo  destroy  ^he  whole  nMehinery  of 
the  establishment,«i^a8  nuoh  as  if  he  had 
moidered  the  man  at  the  qiaohine,aiid  4he 
consequence  most  be  horrid.  The  wisdei 
of  legislators  was  employed  in  pointing a«e 
the  gradatiens  of  crime,  and  making  the 
return  alwayi  more  easy  than  the  jpvo- 
gress;  but  here,  ^  Returning  meve  as  te- 
dious as  go  o'er,''  and  the  moment  ehe 
wtkwian  had  touched  upon  his  crime,  he 
had  incurved  the  punishment  of  its  can* 


The  Eaii  of  Lherpool  eaid  he  hadmt 
heard  any  noble  lord  on  his  side  of  4he 
House  deny  that  there  was  distress  among 
the  manufacturers,  but  Ihey  had  distineliy 
denied  that  the  distiass  asose  fiom  tlie 
Orders  in  Council;  and  it  was  evident 
that  those  Oiders  were  blameless,  a»  it  had 
actually  happened  that  the  trade  iiad 
nerer  been  asore  flonrishing  than  since 
their  operation.  It  had  happened  that  at 
a  late  period  there  had  been  a  sodden  mm* 
eitement  of  trade ;  that  it  had  been  ibU 
lowed  by  a  glut  of  the  market;  and  that 
glut,  by  distress  aaseng  the  workmen. 
Nothing  was  more  in  the  couiaeof  thiaga: 
the  same  events  had  been  eontiniiaify  oc* 
cuffing,  sometimes  in  war,  sometimes  m 
peace.  So  long  as  the  spirit  of  epeenk* 
-lion  eaiited  among  traders^  and  «a  long  as, 
in  this  liree  country,  no  restfaint  was  pot 
upon  any  man^  nse^f  his  money,  so  long 
those  circumstances  nrast  occur  from  tinw 
to  time.  But  the  present  interposition  of 
parliament  was  called  fsr,  not  i»y  the 
of  the  ufoifaMnrbttt  ftani  a-i 
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•piracj  againit  tbe  wMbdunery*  which  htd 
regularly  exhibited  itself  at  all  times  when 
ttiaclBiiery  had  been  employed  to  tbe  dis- 
vee  of  mamial  labour.  They  had  found 
penal  statutes  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  every  successiTe  kind  of  machinery. 
His  lordship  read  a  passage  from  archdea- 
con Paley,  implying  that  the  intensity  of 
punishment  was  to  be  adapted,  not  to  tbe 
enormity  of  the  crime,  but  to  the  difficulty 
of  preventing  it  in  society.  It  was  on 
this  principle  that  a  man  was  hung  for 
stealing  a  sheep  or  a  horse;  though,  in 
the  baro  enunciation  of  the  thing,  it  would 
•eem  horribleto  hang  a  man  for  stealing  a 
sheep.  There  were  but  two  ways  of  de- 
lermining  punishments/— either  by  leav- 
ing them  under  a  general  description  to 
the  discretion  of  the  judge,  or  by  stating 
the  shades  of  crime,  and  affixing  the  sepa- 
rate punishment.  The  latter  would  be 
scarcely  found  possible.  But  where  was 
the  evil  of  the  former  ?  It  was  the  work- 
ing principle  of  the  English  law;  and 
there  was  at  least  the  evidence,  that  how* 
^Wf&r  sanguinary  its  language  might  be,  its 
discretionary  practice  was  mild.  The 
BKMle  of  detection  was  attended  to  in  a 
clause  of  the  Bill.  But  even  if  the  detec- 
tion had  been  hitherto  difficalt,  was  it  to 
be  said  that  this  Bill  would  produce  no 
effect  ?  Did  it  not  argue  an  ignorance  of 
human  nature  to  say  Uiat  while  detection 
was  nerer  absqlnteljr  impossible,  men 
would  not  be  more  afraid  of  being -detected 
when  the  punishment  was  tp  be  more  ex- 
emplary, and  that  jthus  the  terror  which 
the  Bill  held  before  them  would  not  be  a 
restraint.  Even  the  smallneM  of  the  means 
of  detection  made  it  more  important  to  ase 
those  restraints  which  we  had  in  oar 
power,  and  those  were  to  be  found  in 
terror. 

The  Earl  of  Rotdym  argued,  that  it  was 
not  because  some  discretion  must  necessa- 
rily be  left  to  to  a  judge,  that  therefore 
they  were  to  legislate,  leaving  all  to  his 
diKretion.  It  ought  still  to  be  a  question 
as  to  how  much  discretion  was  to  be  lef^ 
to  the  judge. 

Tbe  Question  was  put  for  discharging 
the  Order,  and  nejg^tived.  The  House 
thea  resolved  itself  into  a  committee. 

The  £url  of  Liaerpool  stated  his  inten- 
tion of  proposing  amendments,  to  leave 
outthe  word  '  damage/  and  to  insert  in 
diffisrent  parts  of  tbe  Bill  respecting  cut- 
ting and  destroying  frames,  utensils,  work, 
Ice.  <  with  intent  to  destroy  or  render  Ose- 
less,'  in  order  more  clearly  to  define  the 
oSbnce. 


Lord  Ormmlk  moved  io  insert  wfmtds, 
for  the  purpose  of  confining  the  punisb* 
ment  to  ofiences  done  in  conspiracy  and 
combination. 

The  Lord  ChoMcellar  contended,  that  in 
order  to  reach  combinations,  they  miiat 
aim  at  the  acts. of  individuals,  and  argu^ 
that  in  legislating  for  the  punishment  of 
crimes,  much  must,  of  necessity,  be  left  tm 
the  discretion  of  the  judge,  and  that  thie 
was  proved  by  constant  .experience. 

Lord  GrenvUle  replied,  that  the  Ian* 
guage  he  had  employed  flowed  from 
the  feeling  by  which  nis  mind  was  ira-> 
pressed.  If  that  feeling  was  strong,  it  was 
excitisd  by  the  indiscreet  measure  now 
brought  forward,  and  the  .noble  lords  on 
the  other  side  were  the  only  persons  to  be 
blamed  for  exciting*  it,  or  fer  its  rtmsfii 
quences. 

Lord  UdUmd  supported  the  amendment 
on  the  ground  that  a  discretion  would  be 
left  in.  the  hands  of  the  judge,  painful  te 
him,  and  perhaps  injurious  to  ti^  prisoner 
in  the  exercise. 

The  question  having  been  put,  it  wa^ 
negatived. 

Earl  GrctvcMT  moved  an  amendment 
making  the  attempt  to  destroy  frames 
only  a  misdemeanor  instead  of  a  felony 
without  benefit  of  clergy,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Lord  GrawiUe  suggested,  that  it  should 
not  be  imperative  upon  tbe  person  injured 
to  proceed  immediately  bcibre  a  magi^ 
trate  to  prosecute,  provided  he  could  s£w 
reasonable  cause  for  his  d^ay. 

The  amendment  was  acceded  to.  The 
other  clauses  of  the  Bill  were  then  gone 
through  without  observation.  . 

Protest  against  going  into  a  Com- 
mittee ON  THE  Frame  Work.  Bill.] 
The  following  Protest  was  entered  on  their 
Lordships'  Journals : 

Protest  against  going. into  a  Committee 

on  the  Bill,  intituled,  *'  An  Act  for  the 

"  more    exemplary    punishment    of 

**  persons  destroy  iug  or  injuring  any 

''  stocking  or  lace  fram^,  or  other 

"  fnachioes  or  engines  used  in  the 

*'  knitting  mannfactory.'V 

"  Because,  We  feel  ourselves  in  dutv* 

bound  to  record  our  disapprobation  of  all 

further  proceedings  on  a  BUI,  characterised 

by  those  who  supported  it,  as  indiscrimi* 

natel  V  inflicting  the  punishment  of  death 

on  all  crimes  described  by  words  copied 

out  of  an  act  of  parliament*  which  had,  in 

no  instance,  the  forfeiture  of  life,  in  < 

templation. 
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distress  of  the  times  has  redaoed  them  ^ 
resort. 

Lavbieoale. 

Rossltm/' 


H»5] 

^  **  It  was  with  a  mixed  feeling  of  surprize 
Mid  indignation  we  learnt  from  the  discus- 
sion that  has  aheady  taken  place,  that  this 
Bill,  in  its  nature  the  most  interesting, 
grare,  and  iqsportant  that  can  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  the  legisla- 
ture, had  been  framed  without  sufficient 
deliberation  to  enable  the  friends  of  the 
measure  to  give  any  distinct  explanation 
of  the  precise  crimes  to  v^hich>  under  the 
legal  import  of  the  words,  thus  thought- 
■  lessly  and  precipitately  adopted,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  extend  the  punishment  of  death. 
'  "  We  cannot  therefore,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, consent  to  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee ;  for  even  the  amendments  which 
might  be  there  proposed  and  adopted, 
,would,  in  our  opinion,  disgrace  the  two 
Houses  of ,  Parliament,  by  recording  that 
they  are  capable  of  rashly  agreeing  to 
the  principle  of  a  Bill  thus  indiscrimi- 
nately and  by  wholesale  applying  capital 
|>unishment  to  a  variety  of  offences,  dif- 
fsring  in  their  motive,  their  character  and 
4heir  guilt ;  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
^hat  exceptions  might  subsequently  be 
>ogg«*ted  by  prudence  and  humadty, 
which  ought  exclusively  to  guide  the 
judgment  of  the  legislature  in  every  stage 
of  their  deliberations,  on  all  acts  of  cri- 
minal legislation. 

'*  We  agree  in  the  opinion  so  generally 
'expressed  in  this  House,  that  the  conduct 
of  the  manu&cturers,  in  destroying  frames, 
tand  oth^r  machinery  used  in  our  manu- 
factures, must  proceed  from  mistaken  views 
of  their  own  interests  ;*  as  they,  more  than 
•ny  other  class  of  his  Majesty's  subjects, 
are  deeply  interested  in  the  preservation 
of  machinery,  to  the  improvement  of 
which  we  owe  our  existence  as  a  manu- 
Aicturing  country. 

**  But  we  think  it  our  duty,  strongly  and 
in  distinct  terms  to  reprobate  the  unpre- 
cedented folly  of  attempting  to  enlighten 
^the  minds  of  men,  in  regard  to  what  is 
•beneficial  for  themselves,  by  encreased 
severity  of  punishment;  whilst  every 
-sound  principle  of  criminal  legislation 
makes  us  regard  such  an  addition  to  the 
long  list  of  offences,  already  subjected  to 
capital  punishment  by  the  laws  of  this 
country,  with  astonishment  and  disgust: 
and  every  feeliog  of  humanity  leads  us  to 
express  the  itt^iost  horror  at  the  wanton 
crtieltv  of  punishing  our  fellow-creatures 
wteh  death,  for  those  culpable  acts,'more 
ii^urious  to  themselves  than  to  any  cAher 
part  of  the  community,  to  which,  tbrpugh 
ttiiitaksii  views  of  policy*  the  eocreaaing 
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Monday,  March  2. 

Petition  op  the  Roman  CATHOLict 
OF  TippERAET.]  General  Momague  Ma* 
tktw  presented  a  Petition  from  the  Catho- 
lics of  the  county  of  Ttpperary.  The 
presentation  of  this  Petition  was  to  him  a 
most  pleasing  duty,  because  it  proceeded 
not  from  the  Catholics  only,  but  had  the 
support  of  every  one  of  his  constituentSt 
whether  Protestant  or  of  any  other  reli* 
gious  persuasion.  Before  he  should  move 
Uiat  the  Petition  do  lie  on  the  table,  he 
begged*  leave  to  trouble  the  House  with  a 
few  observations.  It  had  been  for  a  con* 
siderable  time  in  his  possession,  but  he 
thought  it  more  prudent  to  defer  its  pre- 
sentation until  the  period  of  the  cessation 
of  the  restrictions  on  the  Prince  Regent 
should  have  arrived.  This  was  merely 
according  with  the  wishes  of  the  Catholics 
' '  themselves ;  for  they  did  hope,  and  they 
had  reason  to  hope,  that  some  change  of 
men  as  well  as  measures  would  then  take 
place ;  bet  thev  had  been  disappointed, 
the  "new  era^'  had  arrived,  but  their 
wishes  had  not,  unfortunately,  found  a 
reality  in  the  choice  which  had  been  made. 
The  |>eace  and  tranquillity  of  the  empire 
was  still  without  an  anchor ;  the  Catholics 
had  been  disappointed,  and  the  country 
was  in  danger.  Since,  therefore,  the 
change  that  the  Irish  people,  and  he  along 
with  them,  had  anticipated,  had  not  taken 
place,  he  did  not  conceive  hiipself  justified 
in  withholding  the  Petition  any  longer. 
The  House  had  already  heard  from  the 
intolerant  minister,  that  should  a  favour- 
able disposition  towards  the  Catholic  cause 
arise  in  the'  Prince  Regent's  mind,  then 
he  would  .make  his  bow  and  withdraw. 
The  House  heard  this  declaration,  the  like 
of  which  never  was  addressed,  perhaps,  in 
the  history  of  the  world,  by  a  bigotted 
narrow  principled  minister  to  an  enlight- 
ened Prince,  or  a  high-minded  generous 
people.-— The  hon.  general  then  recom- 
mended to  his  countrymen  not  even  yet  to 
despair — not  yet  to  cast  away  their  last 
hope.  Of  one  thing  they  might  be  as- 
sored,  that  their  political  friends  would 
never  desert  them,  as  long  as  they  pur- 
sued the  constitutional  course  which  they 
had  hitherto  followed..  The  wisdom  of 
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the  Regent  wooki  itdl^  lie  tnuited,  be  trt- 
tnnphant  oyer  bigotrjr  and  potiticai  icilly, 
ftod  they  tiwref)re  might  in  time  expect 
better  retohi.  For  his  part,  hit  feeling 
was  little  less  than  detestation  for  those 
odioas  ministers.  He  had  nothing  to  fear, 
nothing  to  hope  for,  but  the  ^approbation 
of  his  oppressed  coontrjrmen,  and  there- 
Ibrewith  these  feelings  and  with  these 
hopes*  he  would  leare  no  stone  ontumed** 
he  ^rould  exert  whatefer  little  infliienee 
he  possessed  to  accelemte  the  downlkl  of 
these  weak  and  inioleraat  ministers,  mnd 
t6  assist  the  measures  which  would  give 
happiness  to  Ireland,  security  to  England, 
and  perhaps  peace  to  the  world.  Bat  as 
long  as  the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer and  his  diabolical  phalanx  con- 
tinoed  in  office,  they  could  not  fail  to 
bring  on  the  country  the  greater  evils — 
etiU  which  must  finally  kad,  not  to  the 
Mbvfersion  merely,  but  to  the  subjugation 
of  the  c6untry.  On  the  fate  of  the  Ca- 
tholic question  depended  the  fkte  of  Ire- 
limd--«n  the  fate  of  Ireland  depended  the 
fete  of  Bngland-^and  on  the  fate  of  Eng- 
land depended  the  fate  of  the  «meire  wad 
df  £ur<!pe»  When  the  {general  Petition 
should  come  before  the  House,  he  would 
then  further  declare  his  sentiments. 

The  ^ition  was  then  brought  op  and 
^ead ;  setting  forth, 

''That  the  Petitioners  have  frequently 
though  inefiectually,  applied  to  the  House 
ibr  reti^  from  those  penal  laws  and  ro- 
Stt^cttotts  which  still  omriere  ond  dec rade 
Ihe  Roman  Catholics  of  Itolond  ;  aod  that 
they  are  fully  convinced  of  the  justice  of 
Iheir  claims,  and  detenniaed  to  persevere 
itedfastly  in  asserting  them  ;  and  their 
duty  to  themselves,  to  tiieir  families,  and 
to  their  country,  impel  them  once  more 
to  solicit  the  smeos  and  earnest  attention 
of  the  Tiouie  to  the  impoftant  MnJjjeet  of 
their  Petitrons ;  and  that  tftM  Roman  Ca- 
tholics of  these  realms  are  well  entitled 
upon  every  principle  of  risht  end  justice, 
to  an  equal  participation  of  all  the  bene- 
fits of  the  constitution,  in  common  with 
their  fellow  subjects  of  every  other  coss- 
manion  ;  they  are  onconscioas  of  crime, 
and  undeserving  of  reproach ;  their  ser- 
>nce8,  inrfo^ry,  prop^iy,  numbers,  Iheir 
meritorious  anil  patient  demeanour  thfoa^ 
out  the  8evei%st  trials,  nrast  poweifinly 
recommend  their  cause  to  Ihe  favour  of 
an  eiilightecred  legislature ;  and  that  llie 
Pcftitioners  solictt  then  this  equal  parllel- 
.  lotion ;  they  desire  the  abolition  Ot  all  tihe 
reiftraiuts  upon  liberty  of 'COnsdMce»  oon- 
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relate  toleration  of  the  menbeia  of  all  re- 
igious  persuasions  in  their  respectiw 
modes  of  worship,  irtthoat  the  galling 
restraints  of  civil  disabilitiea,  privationa, 
or  excluiioos;  they  seek  permission  to 
adhere  to  the  religious  faith  of  thotr  an* 
cestors  and  of  their  country,  unmolested 
by  penal  laws,  which  infure  and  irrttate, 
and  shielded  agafnst  the  ignominy,  insok, 
and  humiliation  which  the  Roman  Catbo* 
lies  of  these  reahns  are  now  compelled  to 
endure;  and  that  these  objecu,  which 
the  Petitioners  thus  peaceably  porsae, 
they  feel  and  knew  to  be  perfiectly  legi- 
timate and  laudable ;  they  would  cheei^ 
fUly  concede  the  free  enjoyment  of  civii 
aind  religious  liberty  to  all  mankind,  they 
ask  no  more  for  themselves;  and  diat, 
that  earnest  though  temperate,  oooAdent 
but  respectful,  they  humbly  pray  the 
Hoase,  that  all  the  penal  laws,  disi^ilitici^ 
reatrictianB,  and  privations  of  every  lad, 
which  now  aggrieve  and  degrade  tha  Ba* 
man  Catholics  of  these  realms,  may  be 
atterly  repealed  and  aboHsbed,  that  jm^ 
tice  may  thus  be  rendered  to  a  fakUnl 
and  deserving  people,  security  restored 
to  property,  and  strength  and  coocoid  so 
the  empire/^ 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

PaOOBElHlfOS  aXLATINO  TO  TSB  EkPVC* 

•tow  OF  Mr.  BxNJAiiiii  Walsh.1  On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Banket,  the  order  of  the 
Hoase  for  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Waiah 
this  day  was  read. 

The  Spedkar  directed  a  mettengor  to 
be  called  in  to  prove  that  the  order  of 
the  Houte  had  been  terred  on  Bir. 
Walsh.    . 

Mr.  Skelton  ^  messenger  was  IImi 
examined.  He  stated  the  order  to  Jume 
been  served  by  him  on  Mr.  Walsh  yiipon 
Friday  at  two  o'clock. 

The  SpMker  said  the  Serjeant  Wat  ia- 
fbrmed  a  medical  gentleman  waa.then  in 
waitiBg  to  prore  that  Mr.  Walsh  was  ta- 
capable*of  attending  in  int  place  froos  in* 
diepomiion.  Was  it  the  pieasaoe  of  the 
Hoase  that  he  should  be  called  to  }  The 
Hoase  assented.  Mr.  Com  well  Reynolds 
was  then  callad  in,  and  oEaminod.  In 
answer  to  the  qnestions  pat  to  hiflb  ^ 
ataied  himself  to  be  acqnaaatod  with  Mff. 
Walsh.  He  had  been  called  apon  to 
attend  htm  on  Satarday  last.  Bahadbnan 
in  the  habit  of  attendtng  Mr.  Walsh  aanw 
yaars  ago,  bat  tost  laMcrly,  till  ho  svas 
called  open  to  attend  hsm  onSatwnday* 
lit  had  last  satA  Mr.  WaU' 
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houre  ago.  He  was  incmpable  of  attend 
lag  tlie  House^  from  the  state  of  hU  mind,, 
rather  than  from  bodily  indispoisition.  He 
thought  there  was  reason  to  hope  that 
Mr.  Walsh  would  be  able  to  attend 
within  a  little  time.  At  present  he  labour- 
ed under  mental  derangement.  Some  few 
years  ago>  he  had  seen  Mr.  Walsh,  at 
which  time  he  appeared  to  be  menudly 
deranged.  According  to  his  judgment, 
it  was  probable  that  in  about  a  fortnight 
Mr.  Walsh  would  be  able  to  attend  in 
his  place,  sound  in  body  and  mind.  He 
could  not  positively  say  whether  or  not 
the  apprehension  arising  from  an  order 
to  attend  that  House  would  again  reduce 
him  to  the  state  in  which  he  was  at  pre- 
sent. Mr.  Walsh  had  been  very  much 
aifected  by  the  apprehensions  raised  by 
the  order  to  attend  in  his  place,  which  had 
been  served  on  him.  When  speaking  on 
the  subject,  he  was  so  much  agitated,  that 
he  could  only  speak  in  an  incoherent 
manner,  and  was  frequently  unable  to 
give  utterance  to  what  he  wished  to  say* 
He  had  not  been  called  on  to  attend  Mr. 
Walsh  previous  to  the  trials  nor  had  he 
teen  him  about  that  time.  He  had  not 
seen  Mr.  Walsh  since  the  trial,  till  Satur- 
day last,  when  be  attended  him  in  con- 
sequence of  a  letter  which  he  had  receiv- 
ed. That  letter,  he  believed,  was  still 
in  his  possession,  and  he  had  no  objection 
to  produce  it,  if  it  was  the  wish  of  the 
House.— >The  Witness  was  here  ordered 
to  withdraw,  but  told  not  to  leave  the 
House. 

The  leaker  had  now  to  inform  the 
House,  that  he  had  received  a  farther  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Walsh,  in  which  that  gen  - 
tleman,  though  he  intimated  that  he 
should  not  attend  in  his  place,  expressed 
a  wish  that  the  proceedings  before  the 
House,  in  his  case,  might  not  be  delayed 
en  that  account;  but  at  the  same  time 
stated  it  to  be  his. hope  that  the  evidence 
of  his  medical  attendant  would .  remove 
every  objection  to  his  former  Letters  to 
bifa  (the  Speaker),  being  read  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  Banket  thought  it  would  not  be  re- 
gular to  put  on  their  Journals  that  pkllia- 
tion  or  defence  which  it  was  obviously  the 
wish  of  Mr.  Walsh  to  get  thereon  inserted, 
through  their  being  read  by  the  Spesdcer. 
He  was  not  a.  little  embarrass«;d  how  to 
tct  It  appeared  that  till  Saturday  last 
Mr.  Walsh  had  called  in  no  medical  at- 
tendance. On  Friday  last  he  had  been 
•erved  with  ai|. order  from  the  HoQse  to  at- 
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tend  in  hb  place  on  Monday.  He  had  pre- 
viously been  ordered  to  attend  on  Thurs- 
day, but  it  was  not  till  Saturday,  after  hear* 
ing  that  it  would  not  be  regular  to  read  the 
letters  he  had  sent  to  the  Speaker,  as  no  in- 
capacity to  attend  from  boaily  indisposition 
was  there  set  forth,  that  he  called  in  a  me- 
dical ffentleman.  Till  then  it  should  ap* 
peartoat  it  had  never  entered  his  mind,  to 
make  indisposition  a  plea  for  hisnon*at* 
tendance.  It  apjpeared  he  was  only 
anxious  to  get  his  letters  read,  that  they 
might  be  placed  on  the  Journals,  and 
therefore  ^o  their  being  read,  he  for  one 
should  object.  To  do  so  would,  he  thought^ 
under  such  circumstances,  be  inconsistent 
with  the  order  they  had  made,  and  with  the 
regular  course  of  their  proceedings.  It  re* 
mained  for  the  House  to  consider  what 
should  be  done.  He  was  ready  to  proceed 
with  the  motion  of  which  he  had  given 
notice,  if  it  met  the  approbation  of  the 
House ;  but  if  it  was  thought  that  there 
would  be  any  hardship  in  deciding  on  the 
case  of  a  member  who  was  absent,  and 
who  might  yet  come  down  to  the  House 
and  reply  to  the  charge  made  against 
him.  he  would  be  the  last  man  to  oppose 
its  being  postponed.  He,  however,  could 
not  but  suppose  from  the  communications 
which  he  had  made  to  the  Speaker,  that 
Mr.  Walsh  had  no  intention  of  appearing 
to  the  charjB;e.  Whatever  might  be  ursed 
in  defence,  or  rather  in  palliation  of  what 
he  had  done,  the  fact  of  his  having  com- 
mitted the  ofience  with  which  he  waa 
charged,  was  admitted  under  his  own 
hand,  and  therefore  could  not  be  shaken. 
This  being  the  state  of  the  case,  he  did  not 
know  that  it  would  be  improper  to  pro- 
ceed. He  wished  to  pause  to  hear  the 
sentiments  of  some  other  member,  and  to 
have  time  to  consider  what  jtep  it  might  be 
best  to  take.  He  did  not  wish  to  do  any 
thing  that  might  make  the  case  of  Mr* 
Walsh  ft  case  of  hardship:  but  as.  he 
thought  the  infamous  conduct  of  one  mem« 
her,  in  some  sort,  threw  a  disgrace  on  tt(h» 
whole  body,  it.  appeared  necessary  to  lose 
as  little  time  as  might  be  in  proceeding 
against  a  person  in  the  situation  of  Mr. 
Walsh.  On  this  ground  he  had  taken  up 
the  subject,  and  on  this  ground  it  was  hii 
determination  to  pursue  it.  He  wished  to 
hear  the  sentiments  of  other  gentlemen, 
but  for  himself  he  thought  the  letters  of 
Mr.  Walsh  ought  pot  to  be  put  on  the 
Joomalsi  and  that  it  wos^desSrable  to  avoid 
delay  in  the  case  of  a  ipember  against 
whom  so  -serious  a  charge  was  to  be  made* 
(4  A) 
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The  ChanceBor  ef  the  Extheqmr  was  of 
epioion,  that  frorm  the  representation 
which  had  been  made  before  then  of  the 
Hate  of  Mr.  Walsh,  whatever  they  might 
svppose  to  be  bis  iuteotion,  whetbtr  tbej 
iopposcd  be  would,  car  woold  not  appear,  a 
ease  was  made  oot  which  ought  to  stop 
Ibeir  proceedings  fcur  the  pfeseat*  From 
die  eTidenee  given  before  them  by  the 

gentleman  jhey  had  examined  at  their 
ar,  it  appeared  that  in  a  forlnigfat  Mr. 
Walsh  might  attend  in  his  place.  He 
tbonght  that  the  House  was  placed  in  that 
atuatioa  that  they  could  not  proceed  im- 
mediately. When  a  member  was  ordered 
to  attead  in  bis  place,  and  was  nnable  to 
da  .so  irom  ill  health,  they  ought  not  to 
decide  on  his  case  tiH  be  was  able  to  come 
down  to  the  House.  This  be  iog|e6ted, 
not  to  favour  the  individual,  but  for  tbe 
aake  of  tbe  general  principle.  He  thought 
tbey  most  foel,  that  whatever  might  be 
tbe  sentiments  of  that  House,  with  respect 
to  the  ofience  of  Mr.  Walsh,  whatever 
veason  they  might  have  to  think  that  be 
would  not  attend,  or  that,  attending,  his 
defence  could  not  be  satisfactory,  still  it 
was  their  duty  to  guard  themselves  and 
posterity  against  a  member^  being  called 
vpon  to  attend  when  unable  to  do  so,  and 
condemned  in  his  absence  without  a  pro* 
per  opportunity  being  aflbrded  to  him  of 
meeting  the  charge  to  be  preferred 
against  him.  Under  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  it  might  probably  be  best  to 
move  tbe  adjournment  of  tbe  subject  over 
the  time  which  had  been  mentioned,  as 
that  within  which  it  was  probable  Mr. 
Walsh  would  be  able  to  attend  in  his  place. 
He  did  not  intend  making  a  motion  to 
that  effect ;  but  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
wished  to  hear  the  sentiments  of  some  one 
on  the  subject|  and  he  bad  therefore 
thought  proper  to  ofier  his. 

Mr.  Banke$,  adopting  the  suj^stion  of 
tbe  right  bon.  gentleman,  then  moved  to 
adjonm  the  oonsideratioa  of  tbe  case  of  Mr. 
Walsh  to  Tbesday  fortnight. 

Mr.  C.  W,  Wynn  concurred  with  the 
right  bon.  gentleman  in  what  he  bad  ad- 
vanced wi&  respect  to  tbe  necessity  of 
giving  the  person  against  whom  a  charge 
was  to  be  made,  a  proper  opportunity  of 
neetintf  it. 

Sir  P.  Burdm  made  some  observaticms 
on  the  conduct  of  an  bon.  member,  whose 
case  bad  been  before  the  House  last  ses- 
sion (Mr.  Msnsell  Phillips),  and  againH 
wbom  proceedings  were  stopped,  inconae- 
qpenoe  of  some  arrangemenu  having  been 


made,  the  conditioas  of  which  be  (Sir  F*} 
understood  tbe  bon.  member  bad  not  fbU 
eiled. 

Mr.  Lockkttri  said,  that  when  be  aaw 
the  bon.  member  mlluded  to  on  the  subject, 
be  bad  promised  to  appear  and  to  pkad, 
which  was  all  that  the  .Fstition  denred. 
He  had  appeared,  and  bad  pleaded,  and 
having  done  so,  be  (Mr.  L)  had  not 
tboogbt  it  his  bittiness  to  look  to  tbe  coa- 
dnct  of  that  bon.  gentleman  any  farther. 

Tbe  question  was  then  put  and  carried, 
and  Mr.  Walsh  was  ordered  to  attend  en 
Tuesday  faftnight. 

HOUSE   OF  COMUONSL 
TbcMiay,  March  3. 

PaocBimiMs  EUJLTfNo  TO  TflB  Bk** 
FULsioM  OF  Ma.  BfiiiJAMnf  Walsb.] 
Tbe  Speaker  acquainted  the  House,  thai 
be  bad  this  monung  received  a  letter  Iran 
Benjaastn  Walsh,  esq.  a  member  of  thk 
House,  stating  that  he  was  at  present  abln 
to  attend  tbe  House,  and  desiring  ^atthn 
decision  of  tbe  House  respectiiig  bimsalf 
might  take  place  as  soon  as  possible ;  and 
that  be  conceived  that  be  was  better  able 
to  attend  now  than  he  probably  should  bn 
at  so  late  a  day  as  that  fbr  which  biaattei* 
dance  is  at  present  appointed. 

The  House  was  moved.  That  the  order 
made  yesterday,  for  tbe  attendanco  of  Mr. 
Walsh  in  his  place,  upon  this  day  fort- 
night, might  be  read ;  and  the  same  beti^ 
read  it  was  ordered,  that  tbe  said  order  bn 
discharged ;  and  that  Mr.  Walsh  do  at« 
tend  this  House,  in  his  place,  upon  Thurs- 
day next. 

^  Ma.  BaoooHAii's  Motioh  BBLAmroi  tc» 
TBB  Orders  in  Covncil  and  tbb  Li- 
CKNCB  Tradb.}  Mr.  hrcmgham  roea  nnd 
said :  iSr,  I  now  rise  to  bring  under  die 
consideration  of  the  House  tbe  state  ef  the 
comnMrce  «ad  manufactures  of  the  cons* 
try,  and  in  contemplating  tbe  extent  and 
diversified  nature  of  this  vast  and  com* 
plicated  subj|ect  with  the  mat  variety  of 
detail  to  which  it  naturalhr  leads,  I  ana 
tempted  to  believe  that  it  I  bad  antici- 
pated  an  im^uiry  so  various  and  extenshm* 
I  should  havo  paused  before  I  wider-' 
took  so  laborious  a  task.  Bulasfabnll' 
have  ample  occasion  for  all  tbe  indnlgenon 
of  the  House  m  tbe  course  of  the  extidei- 
tion  whicbl  am  about  to  submit  to  taen^ 
I  shall  prelbce  it  no  farther  than  to  mf^ 
that  the  otgect  of  m^  motion  is  tojminee 
It  to  go  into  an jgasuxigjfc^^^t-fll^ 
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As  dfMyi^i^of  t^^  QrdTg  in  f:!aQn^iL  I 
know.  Sir,  tint  I  have  to  addrtn  myielf 
l»  TlfflMM  ^etcmtionft  of  panDiu,  all 
alpweittg  as  to  toe  fact  of  the  diatran 

t  rhf.  Yoifif.  JM  thfl  fiffltttry 
_____  qngnra  rf  ihat  ditterm-*- 

all  ooiDcidiiig  in  opinion,  therafore,  I 
hope,  ihat  it  Snot  an  idle  qatttion  or ute- 
loM  hivestigatioa^  to  attempt  te  diacover 
whether  the  sentiBientt  attered  bv  this 
Yoice^  lutTo  or  have  not  a  just  foondatton* 
Some  there  are,  however,  wbo  now  hear 
MO,  who  diflfer  w^  ^Vtr^^  *^  ^*"'  urifT* 

^  *^t*nt  ni  ftiA   ^|)p^ft|r^    «Bd    aS   COn» 

•cieittioos  men  will  always  differ  upon 
knportant  qoestions,  are  auxioas  to  see 
those  opinions,  w4iidi  they  still  entertain, 
defended  and  established.  Many,  who 
^'^■^^'^  'n])i^htn  tfr''  ^^^mftftgim  ir  IfflP 
are  desirous  to  ondenitand  how  far  that 
ay  stem  has  been  sapported,  or  its  opera- 
tioAs  fojwimlp^  hy  ihft  QrdOTs.iitCoywcii 
^  iTrtTMliry.  '^^7  Some  there  are,  too, 
who,  not  entirely  dtsapproviof  of  the  new 
aystem  at  the  period  of  itScommenoemeni, 
b«it  indaced  by  subsequent  experience, 
Md  sarprised  at  unexpected  results,  wish 
to  perceive  clearly  aiid  distinctly  whether 
tbc^e  are  suflUcient  grounds  to  come  to  an 
alteration  of  Ihein  opinions.  Others,  still 
adhering  to  the  wi«dom  of  the  policy,  mny 
entertain  no  little  doubt  as  to  the'  expe- 
diency of.  the  mode  in  which  it  has  beeo 
porsned ;  and,  advocates  still  for  the  prin* 
ciple,  may  see  much  to  condemn  in  the 
nauner  by  which  it  has  been  endeavoured 
lo  carry  at  into  efieck.  They  may  think, 
that  however  necessary  it  may  have  been 
to  sanction  certain  relaxattons  from  the 
strictness  of  a  general  rale,  the  present 
aystem  of  relaxation  is  the  most  objec- 
tionable that  could  be  adopted.  Another 
class  of  persons  there  is,^  fyhp  originally 

f^llSgtfe^thf  ^'^fr*^  ftf  *J\ft_ejWP3L^i*ri' 
'0(^  an  ttnpreceijlanttd..jcialuce,  they  con- 
-cliiiSecl  that  some  new  and  grand  experi- 
ment was  called  for  to  counteract  them, 
but  who  Mre  now  anxious  to  ascertain  the 
anccess  of  that  experiment.  There  is  also 
aaodier  elass,  (among  whom,  in  point  of 
eonftdence  in  the  justice  of  their  opinions. 
I  rank  myself  foremost,  but  in  influence 
and  authority  most  humble),  who,  having 
^*pp^-*^  anijj^glT^iited  thf  "^"^  «yat«ifn^ 
ftomilsjlgiltejt  cgaajpgpcfw^  an*^  hav- 
ln|^r edi^eSr  Tr  omit  the  most  ruinous 
coii|feq]Mi«dfs»  lie  now  prepare4^to  sbaw 
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that  mifortooately  isr  the  coontrv  every 
prcdieiion  has  been  verified,  and  every 
anticipated  evil  accomplished,  even  be* 
yond  the  most  desponding  apprehension 
-«-««ad  as  they  think  that  no  time  is  too 
late  to  tarn  aside  from  a  coarse  of  blind* 
ness  and  ruin,  they  wish  earnestly  for  an 
apportnnity  o^  exposing  the  blindness  and 
of  pointing  out  the  rain.  Lastly,  1  have 
to  enamerala  a  clau  oT  persons  distinct 
from  all  these,  a  class  of  persons  who  un* 
denralae  all  commerce  and  all  manulac- 
tores,  and  consider  the  land  and  agricul* 
tural  laboar  of  a  community  as  the  only 
soarces  of  rsal  wealth,  and  the  only  con* 
stitueats  of  national  prosperity.  Thesa 
persons  mast,  upon  their  own  principle^ 
be  no  less  diesirous  of  entering  into  the 
proposed  inquiry,  and  of  ascertaining 
what  is  the  danger  that  in  its  progress 
flsnst  so  nearly  affect  what  they  regard  as 
the  only  true  resoarces  of  the  country* 
and  which,  if  it  does  not  menace,  accord*- 
ing  to  their  theory,  the  safety  of  the 
country,  at  least  tends  to  aggrandise  the 
power  of  the  enemy.  To  all  these  difie* 
rent  classes  of  individaals,  I  now  address 
myself^  and  agreeing,  as  they  all  do,  in 
the  points  which  I  have  stated,  call  upon 
them  not  to  refuse  to  listen  to  the  distress* 
ed  voice  of  the  people,  h^  \t^  vQ|ftip  ftup> 
port  fif  the  motioti  for  goiyig  irtfii,a  com- 
mittee. 

'^Th^  ohj^t  of  t^iff  Cftm"^Hyt  ^'ti  ^^f  ^ 
en^igre  jntft ihe tS&cU oL thaOrders  in 
Cojincil^to  enquire  whether  they  have 
ooaateracted  or  assisted  the  policy  of  the 
enemy,  what  is  the  nature,  the  cause,  and 
the  extent  of  the  distress  telt  throughoiit 
the  country,  and  what  is  the  most  advisa- 
ble remedy  to  be  applied — whether  it 
may  be  most  expedient  to.  retrace  omr 
steps,  or  prosecute  the  ssme  course  with 
additional  vigour  and  effect.  If  we  are  to 
tell  the  people  that  the  evils  of  which 
they  complain  are  great,  but  irremediable, 
that  they  are  not  merely  to  be  deplored, 
but  endured,  this  language  will  not  be  the 
worso  received  for  being  prefaced  by  an 
impartial  and  accurate  investigation  into 
their  caoses.  I  have  thought.  Sir,  that 
thus  much  might  tend  to  clear  up  the  pre- 
liminary view  of  the  question,  ^j^^jstating 
eat^ctlyl^  case  AS-  it. stands  aniong  per- 
soni ^AlArtauuQjC  ajliversity  ol' opinion  on 
the  subject. ^Tne  fundamental  principle 
olTwhich  This  new  system  of  commerciaL 
policy  is  founded,  l^as  JL'!!l^*.£r9!f^'^  i^*} 
•elfi9,bfia,iti|ifcliiAaiy!pt^  It&c(f/ 

inciiq»enstbla  importance^  therefori^  to  wk 
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/  derstand  what  that  f  ystem  was  on  which 
^it  was  pretended  to  retaliate.  The  end  of 
our  Orders  in  Council,  says  the  right  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  is  to  re- 
tort upon  the  enemy  the  evils  of  his  own 
injustice.     Their  object,  says  the  noble 

) President  of  the   BcMird  of  Trade,  (lord 
Bathurst),  is  to  counteract  the  designs  of 
Buonaparte ;  their  principle,  as  sir  Wil- 
(liaiu  Scott  pronounced,  is  to  produce  a  re- 
flex-operation upon  the  trade  and  manufac- 
tures of  France.    Without  knowing,  then, 
fully  and  precisely  what  this  system  is,  of 
which  the  obstruction  and  turning  back 
form  the  basis  of  our  own  policy,  it  is  ut- 
terly impossible  that  we  can  arrive  at  any 
safe  or  sound  conclusior^  or  that  the  dis- 
cussion  can   serve    any  useful   purpose. 
Nov^,  this  system  of  policy  may  be  dis- 
itinctly  traced  to  one  of  the  first  principles 
of  the  French  government,  the  principle 
of  destroving  the  commerce  of  its  ene- 
mies, although  its  own  trade  should  be 
the  necesvary  sacrifice.     That  this  is  the 
j  principle  which  lies  at  the  bottom  of  its 
/  whole  policy,  there  is  abundant  evidence 
f  to  convince  us.    It  is  a  sacrifice  on  the 
I  part  of  France  of  all  the  advantages  in 
point  of  revenue,  wealth  and  prosperity, 
arising  out  of  trade,  to  what  is  called  the 
I  continental  system-— a  system  purely  an- 
[  ti-commercial.    A  long  train  of  measures 
j  have,  for  a  long  period,  been  directed  to 
Vthis    exclusive    object.       Undoubtedly, 
Buonaparte  has  expressed  a  wish  for  ships, 
coloi^es,  and  commerce,  but  he  was  no 
sooner  awakened  firom  the  vision  by  some 
new  victory  of  our  navy,  than  he  fpund 
that  the  only  means  left^  him  of  accom- 
plishing his  uUeripr  designs,  and  of  grati- 
fying the  first  pasflion  of  his  mind — un- 
ceasing hatred  towards  this  country-— was 
to  sacrifice  all  his  own  commercial  view« 
and  interests  to  the  destruction  of  ours,  and 
he  returned  with  avidity  to  bis  former  and 
favourite  system.  *  I  am  borne  out  fully 
by  his  acts,  and  justified  by  the  whole  te- 
nour  of  his  government,  in  asserting  that 
the  French  ruler  looks  upon  commerce  in 
general  as  necessarily  hostile  to  bis  in- 
terests-     The  Conscription  alone  might 
serve  to  convince  us  of  his  determination 
to  sacrifice  his  commercial  to  his  military 
system.    What  was  his  conduct  when  you 
first  determinined  to  hamper  the  importa- 
tion of  colonial   produce  into  his  domi- 
nions ?  •  With  all  my  heart,'  said  France, 
*  your  colonial  produce  shall  not  enter  my 
^  ports  at  all/  We  had  long  employed  our- 
•clvcs  in  dcvisbg  schemes  for.  preventing 
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the  introduction  of  cotton  into  the 
piy's  ports.    In  August,  1810^  afler  th« 
revocation  of  the  French  Decrees  had  fill* 
ed  the  ports  of  France  with  AtHericaia 
merchantmen,  laden  with  this  commodity, 
a  duty  of  sixty  sous  per  lb.  was  imposed 
by  Buonaparte  on  the  import,  amountin|^ 
to  nearly  a  total  prohibition.    The  inha- 
bitants of  Bourdeaox  represented  their  dis- 
tresses to  the  government,  but  their  repre- 
sentations were  answered  by  the  declaration 
that  it  was  too  late  to  talkof  trade ;  France 
was  a  country  of  arms.    The  merchants  of 
Hamburgh  poured  in  their  complaints,  in 
reply,  to  which  they  were  told  that  the 
French  emperor  wished  to  see  among  bis 
jubjects  none  but  soldiers  and  peasants. 
In  order  to  gloss  over  this  system  with  the 
tinsel  of  theories,  we  find  the  French  mi- 
nisters declaiming  on  the  advantages  of 
agriculture.    A  book  has  been  published 
I  by  Talleyrand,  in  which  he  laboors  to 
\shew  that  the  exclusive  encouragement  of 
agriculture  is  the  true  and  natural  policy 
of  the  French  government,  since  the  stor- 
my period  of  ^e  Revolution.    Commerce 
he  represents  as  leading  men  into  large 
societies  and  rendering  them  restless,  in- 
ouisitive,  and  turbulent,  while  agricultere 
disperses  them,  tranqui Hisses  them,  and  fits 
them  for  submission.      Thus  it  appears 
that  the  enemy's  policy  is  war  no  less  on 
commerce  than  on  liberty,  on  the  parent 
and  the  child,  as  indissolubly  connected 
and  nourishing  and  supporting  each  other 
by  a  natural   and   reciprocal  operation. 
Thus  it  appears,  that  in  the  view  of  his 
stern  and  merciless  policy,  commerce  is 
as  hostile  to  all  he  aims  at,  the  subjugation 
of  the  world,  as  it  is  friendly  to  all  he  hates 
—the  freedom  and  the  happiness  of  man- 
kind.    As  for. his  power  to  accomplish  his 
purpose,  I  do  not  mean  to  place  an  impli- 
cit confidence  in  the  declarations  of  Buo- 
naparte's ministerS|  or  the  promises  of  his 
new  made  duke.     But  admitting  him- to 
be  all  deceit  and  treachery,  a  compound 
of  trick  and  violence,  restrained  by  no 
other  feeling  and  no  other  obligation  than 
a  sense  of  his  master's  interest,  I  will  y^ 
believe  him  whenever  he  undertakes  to  do 
what  it  is  for  his  advantage  should  be  done. 
If  no  commerce  exists  within  the  territory 
of  France,  and  her  system  is  as  repugnant 
to  it  as  I  conceive  it  to  be,  it  does  not  ne- 
cessarily follow,  that  it  should  be  extend- 
ed to  all  her  allies,  because  she  well  knows 
^  thati  by  indulging  their  trade  she  is  pre- 
paring seamen  for  her  own  future  navies. 
What>  then,   in  the  situation  of  things 
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which  I  have  described,  ooght  to  faiiTe 
been  the  coonteracting  policy  of  a  state  so 
situated  as  ours  ?  Ought  it  not  to  harA 
bad  for  its  obje<^t  to  support  and  encouJ 
rage  our  own  ,  comaierce>  and  to  fosten 
neutrality  wherever  founds  not  to  hazard! 
both  in  the  weak  attempt  to  inflict  upon! 
the  enemy  injuries  which  be  does  not  feel^l 
and  retort  upon  him  his  own  injustice  ra*  1 
ther  than  consult  our  own  interests  ?  If ' ' 
we  had  adopted  the  principle  of  encou* 
raging  neutrality,  what  description  of  neu- 
trals would  it  bate  behoved  us  chiefly  to 
favour,  the  dependants  and  allies  of  Buo- 
naparte, those  whose  seamen  are  his  sea- 
inen>  and  whose  territory  he  may,  in  a  mo- 
ment of  caprice,  render  an  integral  part  of 
his  own  dominions  ?  Or  ought  we  not  ra- 
ther to  have  looked  to  a  people  separated 
from  that  enemy  by  an  ocean  to  him  im- 
pas^ble,  a  people  hafing  a  common  ori- 
gin, and  speaking  a  common  language 
with  ourselves ;  the  only  nation  on  earth 
except  Briuio,  free  from  the  domination 
of  Buonaparte  ?  Let  it  be  recollected,  too, 
tbafc  this  was  a  people  who  could  not  rival 
ns  in  the  most  insignificant  manufacture,  a 
people  every  way  so  closely  connected 
with  us,  that  nothing  short  of  the  extremesi 
madness  and  folly  can  ever  produce  a  rup- 
ture between  the  two  countries,  apeoplethat 
could  not  send  out  scarcely  a  single  ship 
of  war  to  oppose  us  until  they  shall  be 
driven  into  hostilities,  and  whose  political 
state  is  such  as  to  indispose  them  to  war, 
unUss  compelled  to  a  premature  exertion 
of  their  strength.  Instead  of  a  policy  lead- 
ing to  such  resulis,  I  humbly  apprehend 
we  should  have  acted  more  wisely  in 
holding  op  the  neutral  character  to  respect, 
in  avoiding  all  that  had  a  tendency  to  in- 
jure or  destroy  it,  because  next  to  the  ^a* 

th2LXaaJiapp,e.nL.tQ J^r i t i|»h  COJttPP""'^''i  h.  a 
'^^.^^f^lS^&MUl^.and  i^mArJca.  Such 
ft  war  must  co-operate^iih  the  designs  of 
the  enemy  in  destroying  and  excluding 
our  commerce  from  every  part  of  the  cone 
tinent.  Such  a  war  must  immediately  de- 
prive this  cocmtry  of  all  those  advantages 
which  she  enjoyed  while  America  re- 
mained uncontrouled,  and  which  rendered 
the  French  decrees  almost  as  nugatory  as 
the  blockade  of  the  British  is1es.-^It  is  la- 
mentable to  look,  back  at  the  reverse  of 
all  this,  to  find  that  infte^d  of  co|^yi|yatinff 
and  net|itfal|zing  juhcr  states,  .our  policy 
hasjuceatbedjaothinjip^ii^^  to  nen- 

tT^;  andihe  wUoTe  series  ofour  measures 
»P^  JiiHt  JBI^e  lajDguaj[^--.jJ^ 
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t^jgjgrt  either  with  thg.  j^  belligerent 
^theoChi^rr  I  wish  not  to  enter  upon  the 
subject  of  the  negociation  that  is  still  pend- 
ing. I  rejoice  thai  it  is  yet  pending ;  but  I 
grieve  that  what  lately  fell  from  the  right 
hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  haa 
diminished  the  probability  of  a  prosperous- 
result.  But  if  I  could  suppose  that  Ame* 
rica  was  as  willing  to  acquiesce  in  our  sys- 
tem, as  we  are  strenuous  in  acting  upon 
it,  I  should  still  contend  that  it  would  bo 
wise  in  us  to  abandon  it,  and  that  by  no 
other  system  is  France  so  likely  to  suc- 
ceed in  her  ultimate  designs.  So  much 
was  said  on  this  subject  four  years  ago,  at 
a  period  when  I  had  the  honour  of  raising 
my  voice  at  your  bar  against  this  policy, 
that  I  shall  compress  into  one  sentence 
the  sum  and  substance  of  that  argument. 
It  was  then  said  that  under  the  new  de- 
crees of  France,  the  test  imposed  upon 
American  vessels  in  French  ports  would  be 
solely,  '^  Had  they  touched  at  the  British 
isles  r'  This  was  a  question  which  the 
Americans  could  at  any  time  evade.  The 
fact  of  having  entered  a  British  port  was 
one  which  the  enemy  could  not  possibly 
ascertain.  Under  these  circumstances  our 
Orders  in  Council  were  issued,  and  every 
American  vessel  compelled  to  enter  an^ 
pay  tribute  in  a  British  port,  previous  to 
her  entrance  into  any  of  the  ports  of 
France. 

Let  us  for  a  moment  attend  to  the  ef* 
fects  of  these  edicts,.as  evinced  in  the  first 
year  after  their  proclamation.    In  the  r< 
turns  for  the  year  1809  it  appeared  that-th 
amount  of  exports  and  imports  fell  shor 
of  the  amount  of  the  preceding  year  1 
millions ;  10  millions  to  the  continent  an 
5  millions  to  America!     In  April  ISOQ, 
therefore,  these  Orders  were  in  a  greai 
deeree  modified,  or  rather  rescinded.  Tl 
only  Order  now  in  force  was  then  issu 
and  to  this  the  attention  of  the  Housi 
should   be  particularly    directed,  as    li 
place  of  the  former  sweeping  principle^  \\ 
substituted  a  blockade  of  limited  extent 
including  Holland,  the  coast  of  German^^ 
as  far  north  as  the  Ems,  and  that  portion 
of  Italy  which  lies  between  Pesaro  and 
Orbitello.    Thus  the  original    principle] 
waa  completely  surrendered;    for  wbatl 
was  the  o.bject  of  that  principle^  but  to) 
make  Buonaparte  feel  ahd  repent  of  the 
operation  of  his  own  policy— what  was  it 
but  an  avowed  struggle  between  him  and 
us  of  who  could  play  at  this  game  th# 
longer  ?    Were  we  not  told  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  opposite,  that  Buonaparte 
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eoiiM  nevMT  Md  out  agminfl  the  effect  of 
Ottf  new  scfaeaiei,  and  thatthe  rtmli  mmt 
be  that  be  weuld  be  compelled  to  revoke 
kii  own  decrees  ?    What,  then,  waidoae 
by  the  Order  of  Aprtl  1809?     'vYoo 
most  not/'  said  this  Order,  ^  export  your 
coffee,  your  cotton,  or  year  sugar  on  this 
side  the  river  Ems ;  but  go  to  the  north  of 
h,  stretch  your  coarse  a  few  leagues  far- 
ther, and  yon  may  trade  at  your  discre- 
tion/'   While  the  north  of  Italy  and  the 
south  of  France  were  labouring  for  a  Tent 
to  their  manuflEictores,  the  language  of  this 
Order  was,  *<You  shall  import  nothing 
firom  Toulon,  no,  nor  from  Genoa;  but 
beyond  Orbilello,  a  few  miles  to  the  souths 
ward,  all  restriction  ceases/'    When  we 
I  shew,  therefore,  what  the  effect  was  of  the 
I  first  Order  oa  our  exports  and  imports,  we 
I  are  desired  to  look  at  the  vastencrease 
(which  has  followed  the  second,  for  which 
Icredit  is  taken  as  though  it  were  so  much 
^^ual  encrease. 

In  one  respect,  at  least,  the  last  Order 
was  more  absurd  than  its  predecessor,  in- 
I  asmuch  as  it  could  have  no  pretence  what- 
I  ever  for  being  considered  as  a  retaliatory 
V^easure,  int«M)ed  to  injure  Buonaparte. 
We  are  told,  however,  that  the  conse- 
quence was  a  great  addition  to  our  ex- 
ports ;  let  us  examine,^  therefore,  the  na* 
tnre  of  this  assertion.    In  the  year  1810, 
a  sum  of  between  nine  and  ten  millions,  of 
the  property  •!  British  merchants,  was 
confiscated  and  transferred  to  the  French 
treasury.     Here  was  the  secret  of  Buona- 

Jart^'s  relaxations.  A  sum  exceeding  by 
or  S  millions  the  whole  amount  of  the 
Droits  of  Admiralty,  accumulated  in  a  pe- 
riod of  eighteen  years  by  the  plunder 
taken  from  Spaniards,  from  French,  from 
Danes,  from  onr.Dotch  allies,  from  Toulon 
(in  trust  for  the  royal  family  of  France) 
&c.  was,  as  it  were,  m  a  moment  added  to 
the  funds  of  our  enemy,  not  taken  from 
bis  subjects  or  his  allies,  or  even  from 
neutrals,  but  firom  the  subjects  of  that  state 
with  which  he  was  openly  at  war !  In  the 
following  vear  his  system  of  relaxation 
was  carried  still  further,  for  we  then  find 
him  burning  and  prohibiting  with  new 
fervour.  In  1807  you  press  him  hard ;  in 
1809  you  begin  to  soften;  and  in  1810 
the  sum  total  is,  that  he  adopts  a  measure 
infinitely  more  destructive  than  ever,  both 
to  his  own  commerce  and  to  yours.  Had 
be  varied  one  iota  in  his  policy,  or  de- 
Tiated  for  a  single  instant  from  his  sreat 
and  presiding  principles,  this  part  of  the 
t^  would  be  altered.    It  does  appear  to 
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me  most  eztraoniinary  thai,  seeing  mil 
tbete  things,  any  man  of  ieaw,  vrho  km 
been  in  tlw  habit  of  i^pnstentiiig  B»ob»»  . 
part^  as  tbe  desptser  4f  all  roles  and  all 
ordinary  maxims,  can  expect  to  mote  him 
by  commercial  distresses.  It  does  appear 
most  extraordinary  that  tbey  who  are  m 
the  constant  practice  of  charactertBiiig 
him  as  abandoned  to  tbe  most  proftigata 
principles,  as  She  blood-thirsty  destroyer 
of  his  kind,  the  foul  murderer  of  his  com* 
paaions  in  arias  charges  which  I  bope^ 
not  for  his  sake,  but  for  tbe  honour  of  one 
nature,  ars  unfo«inded«-tbat  thise  bm^ 
could  have  ever  made  up  tbetr  minds  to 
propose  to  pisriiament  a  measure  that,  by 
depriving  the  French  soldiers  of  bark,  was 
to  alarm  and  prev  upon  Buonaparte's 
tender  feelinffs.  1^  these  <ronBideratieM 
had  any  weight  when  urged  against  the 
origmal  adoption  of  this  policy*  they  moat 
be  still  more  forcible  arter  the  fact,  and 
after  every  desponding  view  that  was  then 
taken,  has  been  more  thssi  realised.  I 
can  explain  the  adherence  of  tbe  right 
hon.  gentleas^  to  their  former  opinio«f, 
only  by  attribtfting  it  to  that  reluctance 
which  men  foel  to  abandon  a  theory  ia 
which  they  have  been  once  fully  entangled. 

And  now.  Sir,  I  shall  enter  a  litile  mo 
minutely  into  a  few  of  the  fhcts  which] 
prove  the  destructive  inffoence  of  the  Of^f 
ders  in  Council  on  the  trade  and  prospo- 1 
rity  of  tbe  country.    One  proof^  and  cer^  1 
tainly  one  would  think  a  very  strong  one, 
may  be  seen  in  the  enonaoua  iacyeaac  of 
t^ni^ggtgies^  and  another  may  be  seen  ia 
the  di^rfsssd  AfaiH  tf  jitjir  r'^"*r**''^'^'  and 
manufacturing  towns.    We  know  that  tbe 
poor  of  Liverpool,  in  the  space  of  fe«r 
weeks,  increased  to  mere  than  four  timea 
their  former  amount;   and  that  ia  that 
once  opulent  and  flourishing  town,  diey 
are  now  relieving^  fiiMn^iBisieenj^  seven* 
ieenjJious$ua^|^.pgoiu^^  aad 

above  the  ordinary  paupers  ia-tbojiil^ 
fel^{grishMr~uf  these  sixteen  or  sevan- 
teen1[nSuN[nd  poor,  it  is  to  be  considered 
that  not  more  than  three  or  four  weeks  ago, 
there  were  not  above  two  or  three  tboa- 
sand,  and  that  not.  jnoca.  lbgi|.^4USf  ago 
there  ejMAted  literally  none.  These  fiMs 
shoul3rnhinV1rt«^"T8IS~out,  aad  iadaoa 
the  House  to  'go  into  the  propoeed  caai* 
mittee,  ev$0ja^heJaethjiCalljha£aii»oai- 
hnase  returns,  if  those  retaras  are  at  vm* 
riancelnth  them;  for  if  I  find  nothing  bat 
misery  and  distress  in  all  the  emanftsc- 
turing  and  commercial  parts  of  Engtttd  ; 
if  I  cannot  shot  my  eyes  to  tbe  aflaets  tf 
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that  misery  and  distress  erery  where  Imt 
too  apparent ;  iCJ_segjhat  in  the  coorse, 
of  lart  year  there  were  nearly  'z^ft06  com«| 
met^j^l  failures-;  it  1  'tftabwTgitpelitions 
are  e wy  where  in  prepargtton^nd  on 
this  subject  thoTcMWIeeige  of  the  right 
hen.  gentleman  is  probably  much  more 
AXtensfre  than  mine)  embodyinf^thiiflsands 
and  tijAi^ganAi  gfcom  plaints  -^io»t  the 
distresjL  occa^oSeeT^hy  the  QnjTera.^  in 
CouncU,  in  W^ar^SfcdMJCfitxin-L^^ncashire, 
tn^ft»^i>igh>n^y^i|^^  itv  Yitfkshirey  fa  Dcr- 
hysbh-ei^and  other  parts  of  England,  and 
aeveraf  padg  of  Scotland  ;  ofwnat  avail  is 
aU  the  eloquence  of  the  right  hon.  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  or  the 
piece  of  paper  which  he  chooses  to  pro- 
duce to  me  from  Mr.  Irring's  office?  It  is 
true  he  will  tell  me,  the  amonnt  of  bank- 
roptctes  is  one  thing ;  but  the  amount  of 
exports  and  imports  is  another.  Of  what 
avail  are  all  the  distresses  in  Nottingham 
•—of  whatarail  is  the  amount  of  bankrupt- 
cies— of  what  avail  the  accounts  of  itarv- 
ing  manufacturers— look  to  the  accounts 
in  the  office  of  Mr.  Irving,  the  saviour  of 
She  country,  who,  under  Mr.  Vansittart's 
act  every  March  or  April,  or  every  first  of 
April,  makes  returns  to  the  House,  clearly 
|H*oving  that  m  spite  of  appearances  we 
are  an  exporting,  a  flourishing,  and  a  gay 
nation.  The  right  hdn.  gentleman  will  tell 
me,  no  doubt,  that  the  people  whose  names 
swell  the  list  of  bankrupts,  are  mistaken, 
that  the  Gazette  is  mistaken,  and  that  all 
this  is  feeble  paper-proof  when  compared 
with  this  seg^s  of  brass  from  the  columns  of 
the  Cu8tom*house  hooks.  I  care  not,  there- 
fere,  what  the  right  hon.  gentleman  may 
produce  from  this  quarter,  nor  is  it  neces- 
sary for  me  to  go  more  minutely  into  this 
part  of  the  subject,  to  induce  the  House  to 
enter  into  the  proposed  inquiry.  What 
better  evidence  could  the  wit  of  man  de- 
vise to  shew  which  party  is  right,  and 
which  party  is  wrong  ?  We  have  only  to\ 
tarn  our  eyes  towards  our  gaols  filled  with 
debtors,  our  poor  houses  crowded  with  ob- 
jects of  mendicity,  and  our  midland  coun- 
ties, where  so  great  is  the  distress,  that  the 
people  are  driven  even  to  insurrection.')^ 
But  let  es  inquire  how  the  case  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  is  made  out  ?  By  a 
Custom-house  bit  of  paper.— -Let  us  see, 
then,  how  the  case  really  stands  on  the 
shewing  of  these  docoments  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman.  I  have  already  mentioned 
what  the  state  of  things  in  tnis  country 
waa  in  1808,  and  the  unfortunate  falling 
•flTof  our  exporto  in  that  year.    Coma  we 
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down  to  the  last  year,  1811.  I  am  here 
dealing  with  the  faion.  gentlemen  opposite 
on  their  own  documents,  the  Cgstom-house 
returns  made  out  under  Mr.  Vansittart's 
act.  We  have  now  before  us  a  Return  for 
the  three  quarters  oF  every  one  of  the  four 
years,  ending  the  1 0th  of  October  1811. 
It  appears  that  we  exported,  of  British  ma- 
nufactures, in  the  three  quarters  endhig 
the  lOih  of  October  1810,27,019,519/.; 
and  in  the  corresponding  three  quarters  of 
1811,  we  exported  ortly  to  the  amount  of 
1 6,397,3  III.;  so  that  here  is  a  fallinst  off  of 
nearly  1 1  millions  in  the  amount  of  British 
manoflEictures  exported  in  three  quarters  of 
one  year  only ;  and  if  a  proportionate  aU 
lowance  be  made  for  the  other  quarter, 
the  falling  off  will  then  be  between  14  and 
15  millions  of  official  value  in  the  amount 
of  British  manufactures  alone  in  a  single 
year,  which  sum  of  between  14  and  15 
millions  of  official  value  corresponds  to 
somewhat  between  20  and  21  millions  of 
real  value.  It  appears,  then,  that  theritis 
not  such  a  discrepancy  between  the  Ga* 
eette  and  the  Custom-house  books  as  frdm 
the  cheering  of  the  hon.  gentlemen  oppo^ 
site  one  would  be  led  to  suppose.  But  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  will  say,  **  It  is  true 
there  is  a  falling  off  in  the  amount  of  last 
year  compared  with  1810,  hot- 18 10  hap*  . 
pens  to  be  the  greatest  year  of  exports 
ever  known,  and  there  is  no  falling  off* 
when  we  compare  last  y^ar  with  1809.'* 
But  here  again  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
will  find  himself  in  some  difficulty,  for  it 
appears  that  there  is  a  falling  off  of  two 
millions  last  year,  when  compared  with 
1 809 ;  for  1 809  was  within  m'ne  millions  of 
1810.  Thus  it  appears  that  we  must  go 
back  to  the  year  1S08  for  a  comparison; 
and  it  is  to  be  considered,  that  if  there  is  a 
falling  off  in  the  last  year  compared  with 
1808,  it  is  a  felling  off  compared  with  the 
very  worst  year  ever  known  in  this  coun- 
try, for  in  the  yeai'  1 808  there  was  a  de- 
crease in  the  exportation  of  British  maniH 
factures  of  about  1 5  millions  as  compared 
with  1807;  and  therefore  if  there  is  a  fil- 
ing off  in  1811  comnaredwith  1808,  we 
have  a  right  to  con^de  that  there  is  a 
falling  off  comparecfwith  the  very  worst 
year  that  coula  be  selected.  How  then 
does  the  fact  stand  ^  In  the  S  quttrtera 
ending  the  10th  of  October  1808,  the 
British  manufactures  exported  amounted 
to  18,013,0431. ;  and  in  the  correspond* 
mg  quarters  of  1811  they  amounted  to 
16,397,311/.,  being  a  decrease  of  nearly 
two  miliions.    We.  hart  not  yet  got  the 
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accounts  of  imports  for  the  last  year,  and 
1  belieTe  that  they  cannot  be  presented  for 
more  than  two  months.  We  know,  how- 
erer,  enough  to  allow  me  to  state  with 
confidence,  that  in  the  imports  there  has 
also  been  a  falling  off;  and  that  the  im- 
ports in  the  year  1811  fell  off  nearly  as 
much  as  the  exports.  Upon  the  whole, 
then,  it  appears,  that  there  has  been  a  fall- 
ing  off  in  the  year  1811,  compared  with 
ihe  very  worst  year,  namely,  1808. 

But  on  this  subject  I  think  I  shall  be 
able  to  say  something  to  shew  why  the 
Castom4iouse  Returns  are  at  best  but  of 
doubtful  authority,  and  are  not  to  be  trust- 
ed when  they  appear  to  speak  a  different 
language  from  that  of  all  descriptions  of 
people  in  the  country.  It  is  to  be  observ- 
ed, from  the  Accounts  presented  to  the 
House,  that  in  1 809  the  exportation  to 
North  and  South  America,  and  the  Britiih 
Settlements,  amounted  to  8  millioni  more 
ibao  that  of  1 807 ;  and  the  exportation  to 
the  countries  of  Europe  to  12  millions 
more  than  in  1 807.  Such  was  the  state- 
meijt  on  the  face  of  the  documents.  This 
would  at  first  sight  induce  any  one  to  draw 
the  most  favourable  conclusions  respecting 
the  state  of  the  country ;  but  when  we 
know  bow  different  the  state  of  the  coon* 
try  really  is,  we  must  look  for  the  cause 
of  this  apparent  contradiction.  There  are 
a  sort  of  prying  people  in  this  country, 
who  are  not  quite  disposed  to  pin  their 
laith  implicitly  to  Mr.  Irvine's  books,  and 
are  unwilling  to  believe  this  increase  of 
1809  real :  these  sceptics  on  the  contrary, 
ibave  the  boldness  to  say,  that  this  excess 
Vof  exportation  went  to  a  market  which  was 
not  disposed  to  receive  it«  They  will  tell 
you  that  the  goods  which  were  sent  to 
South  America  were  not  sold ;  that  the 
goods  which  were  sent  to  the  various  coun- 
tries of  Europe  were  not  sold.  If  such 
were  the  fact  it  was  naturally  to  be  ex* 
pected  that  their  conjectures  would  be 
borne  out  by  the  return  of  goods  from  the 
same  c]uarters  in  the  next  year,  and  accord- 
ingly ne]i^t  year  there  was  an  almost  pro- 
portionate excess  of  importation  of  the 
same  kinds  of  godU  in  which  there  had 
been  an  excess  in  the  export  the  year  be- 
fore. In  1810  there  came  from  America 
to  the  amount  of  five  millions  more  than 
in  1807;  and  there  was  imported  from 
countriea  in  Europe,  incloding  West  India 
produce,  more  tnan  twenty^  millions,  and 
not  including  it  sixteen  miMioo*-  So  that 
it  was  evident  a  great  part  of  the  floods 
ient  out  from  thb  country  in  1809  found 


found  no  sale,  but  having  glutted  the  mar- 
kets of  Buenos  Ayres,  Guernsey,  Jersejjs, 
and  other  places,  were  returned  to  this 
country,  to  swell  the  amount  of  imports  ia 
the  succeeding  year.  It  appears  that  ta 
1810  the  exporu  were  62,702,409/. ;  and 
the  imports  74,5S8,OdU  ;  and  as  it  Cas 
been  confessed  that  the  Bank  could  not 
have  supplied  12  millions  in  gold  to  ba« 
lance  this  account,  the  circumstance  is  in« 
explicaJt>le  but  on  the  grounds  which  I  have 
already  stated.  As  the  Custom-booae  ac« 
counts  then  abound  with  difficulties  and 
inconsistencies,  I  shall  at  once  dismiss  then 
as  unintelligible,  without  some  parole  in* 
formation,  without  we  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  examining  Mr.  Irving  himself, 
and  the  officers  of  the  Custom-house,  and 
contrasting  and  comparing  the  infonna« 
tion  to  be  derived  from  them,  with  that 
which  appears  in  their  books.  Unless  sach 
an  examination  take  place,  these  docu- 
ments, instead  of  being  the  oracles  of  truth, 
can  be  considered  only  as  the  depositories 
of  error.  There  is  another  reason  why  I 
am  disposed  to  place  little  faith  in  the  ac- 
counts of  exports.  It  is  well  known  that 
several  articles  pay  no  duty  on  exporta* 
tion,  such  as  cotton  and  wool,  for  instance  ; 
and  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  a  man  to 
enter  goods  exported  to  the  amoant  of  a 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  for  the  purposa 
of  giving  an  idea  of  his  commercial  con* 
sequence  on  'Change,  who  has  not,  in  fiict, 
iexported  to  the  value  of  ten  thousand 
{pounds;  a  fact  I  can  prove,  if  the  House 
|will  agree  to  my  motion  for  a  committee. 
Thus  far  having  gone  out  of  my  way,  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  something  like  a 
challenge,  which  appeared  to  be  made  on 
the  other  side,  I  will  leave  the  House  to 
judge  how  hr  I  have  succeeded  in  my  ob- 
ject, of  endeavouring  to  reconcile  thosa 
papers  with  the  distresses  and  petitions  of 
our  manufacturers,  and  I  shsill  proceed  to 
resume  the  argument  at  that  part  at  which 
I  deviated  from  it,  namely,  the  relaxatfoa 
of  the  system  of  the  Orders  in  Council  in 
1809. 

If  this  relaxation  proved  the  greatest 
want  of  confidence  in  their  system  on  the 
parts  of  ministers  themselves,  if  in  fact  it 
wholl3r  abandoned  the  ground  on  which  it 
wasoriginallv  pretended  that  those  Orders 
were  founded ;  if  it  demonstrated  that  all 
prospect  of  making  Bdonapart^  relax  ia 
his  system  by  bearing  bard  ap<m  French 
commerce  was  vain— I  am  now  prepared 
to  show  that  every  thing  that  has  sinca 
happened  has  evinced  the  total  futility^ 
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wkh  regard  to  its  profited  ol^ect,  of  re» 
latfiing  all  that  remained  of  our  measores, 
Mnd  that  every  thing  that  baa  since  hap- 
pened ought  to  induce  ns  to  retrace  our 
ateps,  and  return  to  that  more  wholeiome 
policy  from  which  in  an  eril  hour  we  de* 
parted.  And  bete  I  wish  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  a  subject  of  great 
importance,  namely,  the  licencing  system. 
In  1807,  the  number  of  licences  granted 
amounted  only  to  1,000;  and  in  1810, 
it  appears  that  they  amounted  to  no  less 
than  aboTe  ten  times  that  number,  to  up* 
vardsof  1 8>000.  Having  shewn  the  amount 
of  this  traffic  in  licences,  it  is  easy  to  see 
how  much  of  the  whole  commerce  of  the 
country  is  carried  on  under  this  system. 
Let  us  next  inquire  what  are  the  efiects 
produced  by  this  licensing  system  on  the 
e^emy,  on  neutrals,  and  on  ourselves. 
What  are  its  effects  on  the  enemy?  Why, 
it  at  once  gives  up  to  him  all  that  remains 
of  the  principles  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil; because  if  the  principle  is  to  be  re- 
laxed ad  Hlriium,  if  those  who  apply  for 
licences,  if  every  man  who  wishes  to  trade 
with  France  and  Holland,  has  only  to  |^ 
over  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  attam 
his  ol]^eet,  what,  I  will  ask,  is  to  become  of 
the  blockade  of  1809?  The  relaxation, 
therefore,  I  contend,  eats  op  and  destroys 
the  very  system  itself;  and  we  are  now 
carrying  on  a  trade  which  is  open  to  the. 
enemy,  but  shut  to  all  neutrals,  except 
those  who  choose  to  be  partakers  of  the 
licensing  system.  I  ask,  therefore,  if  it  is 
consistent  with  the  pc^tcy  of  this  country, 
which  has  always  aimed  at  engrossing  the 
carrying  trade  of  the  world,  endeavouring 
hy  every  means,  to  increase  our  own  ma- 
rine, and  tak'mg  all  methods  to  prevent  the 
increase  of  that  of  France;  is  it  consistent, 
l.aak,  with  this  policy,  that  we  should  hold 
out  every  encouragement  for  the  increase 
of  the  shipping  of  those  neutrals  who  are 
under  the  dommion  of  France,  or  under 
the  influence  of  her  power  ?  It  is  by  their 
interference  alone  tnat  the  trade  of  the 
enemy  can  be  carried  on.  The  flags  of 
Kniphausen,  Pappenborg,  Empden,  and 
several  little  ports  which  it  is  difficult  to 
Imow  where  to  look  for  in  the  map  of  Eu- 
rope, (4bough  these  places  are  in  fact  alto- 
gether French)  and  those  of  the  Danes, 
the  Swedes,  and  the  Norwegians,  equally 
carry  on  by  means  of  our  licences^  the 
^ade  between  France  and  their  own  coun- 
tries, and  the  trade  between  this  country 
and  France.  It  is  absurd  to  think  that 
they  coafprm  to  our  regidations;  on  the 
(VOL  XXI.) 
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contrary  it  is  well  known,  diat  furnished 
withi  and  protected  by  our  licences  they 
trade  directly  as  our  enemy  deshres.  Sup- 
pose for  instance  a  vessel  clears  oat  from 
Pappenburgh  (wherever  that  may  be,) 
whose  ultimate  destination  isRotteraam  (a 
port  somewhat  better  known)  with  a  li- 
cence, bearing  that  she  is  to  touch  at  the 
Downs;  is  it  not  obvious  that  she  may 
make  directly  for  Rotterdam,  if  she  can 
escape  our  cruisers  ?  Those  who  are  ao- 
(|uainted  with  the  proceedings  in  our  Ad- 
miralty courts,  know  well  how  oflen  the 
licence  is  ined  in  this  manner,  and  that 
the. vessel  describes  the  string  instead  of 
the  bow,  if  1  may  use  the  expression. 
There  is  no  possible  vray  of  preventing 
this,  but  by  covering  tlie  whole  of  the 
enemy's  coast  with  your  ships,  and  thus 
establishing  a  real,  and  not  a  paper  block*  r 
ade.  And  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind,  thsft  j 
there  is  not  one  of  those  cargoes  allowed  | 
to  be  imported  into  France,  which  is  not  \ 
attended  with  as  much  gain  to  the  enemy  | 
as  to  us.  I  ask,  what  is  the  effect  of  all  i 
this  ?  The  e&eci  is,  that  the  number  of 
seamen  and  amount  of  tonnage  of  thia 
country,  compared  with  that  of  the  fo^ 
reigners  engaged  in  our  trade,  which  in 
1806  and  1807  were  nearly  el^ual,  in  1809 
assumed  a  very  different  proportion  ;  and 
in  iSlO  there  was  an  increase  in  the  fo- 
reign shipping  of  upwards  of  1,100,000 
tons,  and  an  increase  of  foreign  seamen  of 
more  than  double  the  number  which,  the 
enemy  had  in  the  Scheldt  and  elsewhere, 
only  four  short  years  before— namely  of 
from  29,000  to  00,000  !  If  this  fact  does 
not  dispose  us  to  inquire  into  the  conse^ 
quences  of  these  measures,  I  know  not 
what  will.  What  a  nursery  of  seamen  for 
the  fleets  of  the  enemy. liad  this  system 
prepared!  No  wonder  that  the  ship-owners 
of  Hull  and  Shields  will  complain  of  the 
measures.  If  such  be  the  ground  of  their 
complaints  to  parliament,  and  if  these 
complaints  are  even  borne  out  by  the 
Custom-house  papers  of  the  riaht  hon. 
gentleman  opposite,  I  think  I  oU|pt  to  ex- 
pect even  the  support  of  that  right, hon. 
gentleman  himself  to  my  motion.  It  ap- 
pears tbat  even  the  ship  building  is  falling 
off  considerably  in  this  country ;  and  that 
comparing  1809  with  1806,  there  is  a  de* 
crease  of  one-half.  The  tonnage  of  1 8 1 1 
is  not  ^et  presented^  Such  are  the  grounds 
on  which  I  call  on  the  House  for  inquiry. 
All  this  increase  of  foreign  tonnage  is  at  / 
the  expence  of  the  tonnage  and  seamen  of/ 
the  Americans,  a  nation  altogether  harm* 
(4B) 
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leii,  mi  liitiraliT^tiiiidly  U  ut;  m  power 
with  whom  w*  liav^  no  rrnrttliipi 'from 
wiMse  proapenty  luid  gmtneas  we  liftTe 
nolhong  to  apprehend;  and  wm  hare 
thrown  abit  increase  krto  the  hands  of 
powers  naMrally  hostile  to  tia»  and  eclher 
aabject  ao  or.  at  the  diipaakioa  of  our 
^ftetny* 

Now,  Sir,  kt  ns  iaqaire  what  has  been 
the  effect  of  this  Licenoing  s^m  on  o«r 
own  coontry.  Sure  I  am  it  w  altogether 
AoVel  in  £iiffland«^^-«iot  that  trade  flhenld 
be  interfem  wHfa,  far  that  baa  fennerly 
4)een  frcqeendy  doae>  generafHy  by  laws, 
And  panicolarly  by  Orders  in  Ceanoil, 
4thoagfa  seldom  «Mich  to  iu  advantage)— 
Imt  t£at  this  inmriiPsnce  sfaoald  be  syite- 
•matical,  and  that  every  day  in  the  ye«r 
irade  should  be  oentrelted  by  the  execn- 
•tive  govermneat^  The  trade  of  the  coOn* 
try,  at  this  day  is  net  carried  on  by 
Merchants  residing  at  Lirarpoal,  or  Lon^ 
idon»  or  Hull,  or  any  other  of  the  great 
coiMnerctal  cities,  bnt  by  the  President  or 
^ice-President  of  the  Board  of  Trade.-^ 
That  body,  fbrwbom,  as  individnaVs,  I  have 
the  highest  respect,  is  not  now  employad 
OS  formerly,  in  dovivingoieans  of  haatility 
towards  tlvs  enemv*  or  of  protection  to  oar 
own  trade;  bat  the  whole  of  their  morn- 
ings are  occupied  with  the  ossoriment  of 
oarcoes,  with  impiines  ai^er  what  goods 
aoobeift  talcalated  for  this  or  that  market, 
auid  with  aettling  the  proportions  of  the 
iForiOBs  sorts  of  goods  that  ooght  to  be  car^ 
Tied  out  in  vessels  of  %  given  harden ;  an 
vmploynent  to  wbicfa,  with  trhatever  re^ 
opect  I  may  enteitain  for  them,  I  cannot 
bnt  think,  tbdt  of  all  homan  beings  they  are 
the  moat  Inoompetant.  lamspeidcingofthe 
Ticht  hon.  the  Vice^'Presidem  of  the  Board 
ofContronl  (Mr.  Roae)  not  in  his  politioal 
capacity,  not  in  h»  natoral  capacity,  bnt 
merelyinhnniercantilecapacity.  (Laagh.) 
i  may  entertain  a  very  diffierent  opinion  of 
dttm  in  the  <me  coid  in  the  other ;  as  in  the 
aame  manner  I  may  onternrin  a  vory  ^f> 
larent  opinion  of  an  hen.  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Whaiton)  in  his  ofichd  and 
Ins  poetical  capadty^^  aUude  to  an  hon. 
•gentleman  opposite  who  came  out  lately 
to  the  world  as  an  epic  poet.*^t  certainly 
tvears  rather  a  strange  nppeirance  to  see 
the  President  and  Vioe-Presklent  of  the 
Board  of  Trado--lo  see  tlM»e  noble  and 
right  hon.  noUticians  snending  whole 
mornings  m'layhifp  their  hmds  together, 
and  determining  with  the  a wmit  ottan tion 
ond  gravity  whetAier  one  cargo  shonld 
consist  of  oottooi  or  of  noot^wUsther 


«a  added,  ■ohatber  noils 
shoold  be  added  m  the  aeiasars— wheohor 
the  scissan  or  aba  uaiisahould  be  left  oot^ 
or  whether  thoaooMiorco  of  the  conntry 
night  or  mightnot  bo  ruined  by  throwing 
ino  little  hemp  along  with  the  naib  and 
the  adssars !  (LBaghmg.*)  These  a^e  now 
the  lucobratioos  of  the  ri^t  hon.  gentio* 
Bsan  and  hiaooUeagues.  Iiiow  with  all  tho 
respect  possiblo  for  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man in  his  politioal  capacity,  i  really  §mk 
so  little  respect  for  him  in  his  capacity  of 
tradesman,  that  i  tremble  for  the  oonaa^^ 
qoeaoes  of  leaving  oar  connneroe  to  sooii 
manageasent* 

8at  this  system  of  oontrool  and  iaterfb* 
rence  is  not  aH ;  theio  are  abnsea  connect^ 
ed  with  the  granting  of  licences  which 
speak  powerfoHy  in  favour  of  the  present 
inquiry.  I  *do  not  mean  by  aboees,  to  say 
that  I  think  any  undne  preforence  is 
shewn  in  the  granting  of  thcae  iiconcea,  or 
that  sAiy  ODjostiliaMe  motive  at  any  time 
is  the  cause  of  their  vefumH  ;  but  with 
every  sifowance  for  purity  of  UMtive  in 
the  right  hon.  centleman  and  his  ool* 
leagues,  looivtend  that  there  are  abnsee  to 
whicdi,  ft-em  the  wnore  of  things' tins  ay^ 
tern  4s  inevitably  exposed,  it  came  out 
lately*  thot  by  the  inisiabe  ,<if  a  dork  in 
one  word  a  paper  was  dietiveped  ftom  tlio 
Licence  ofifce,  for  which  my"  hon.  friend 
near  hio,  one  of  the  greatest  nwrchants  in 
the  world  (Mr.  Baring,)  said  he  would  tvil^ 
lingVy  hmm  given  1 5\OeoL  This  ia  a  cir- 
ouoisunee  which  aanely  oooht  to  make 
ns  panse.  Is  it  nottdneodfol  tnat  ourtrade 
should  be  carried  on  hi  eachn  manner  that 
an  eij^et  like  this  asay  result  from  aa 
triAing  o  mistake?  It  Is  nothing  to  the 
porpase  «o  tall  ua  that  thc^t  fobricniad  pa* 
per  was  the  eonseqpience  of  a  clericol  cv^ 
ror.  AH  thiamay  be  very  true ;  bnt  who 
knows  wheAer  this  was  the  eoly  mietafce» 
and  whether  this  beneficial  error  ma^  not 
at  a  fotore  period  give  apretty  signKkam 
hint  for  repealing  the  error  dosignodly  f 
Besides,  ore  there  no  Other  modes  of  pro- 
forenoe  ?  Is  the  systom  liable  to  no  other 
abuse?  Can  no  other  fovour  be  shewn  bnt 
this  ?  What  is  the  House  to  think  of  the 
oppoftaniiiea  which  some  gentiemenmoit 
have  of  obtaining  information  compared 
with  othovs?  Soaao  hon.  geaalemen  am 
mora  nearly  connected  wi^  the  right  boo. 
gontkman  than  others,  and  have  more  op* 
portonititfa  of  hearing  bii  sentiments.  He^ 
iiba  other  traders,  has  his  particuhtr  cos* 
tomersy  with  whom  he  must  natarttlly  bo 
dtipaaad  to  eonvorsa  than  wMi 
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olbert ;  far  I  primwe  Um  righi  hem.  gMM. 
do<ft  not  act  witbovl  furmsbing  biitt«e1f, 
by  coaniMucatioQ  witk  tpint  covmercial 
men,  wiib  tb«  koowlfdge  iMcessary  for  bU 
boBiaeM.  Now  UMse  tavoorite  cutUmefs 
ni%y  in  all  {probability  be  much  more  cub* 
ning  tbaa  tbe  riffbt  boo.  ge^tUman  1$  awaro 
of,  and,  witb  alTclQe  GonKdeoce  io  bis  sa* 
gacity,  it  U  n#t  aDlil(oly  that  wbile  be  ia 
c^awliiBg  difEi^reBl  iaaiTid«ak  wilb  re- 
spect texwbal  eaiertment  ef  gooda  eaay 
beet  fit  al  one  tioie»  or  wbat  ataaether,  fa!e 
may  allow  tbeoa  to  lefve  liia^  j^neaded 
of  the  importanee  ef  the  informatioo  be 
has  derived  from  them,  while  they  ace 
aa  perfiMtly  Mtiafied  with  the  intelligence 
which  they  hove  contrived  to  ferret  <w)t  of 
bia. 
I  am  MMie  that  the  right  hoR.  oeotop- 

Caite  (Mr*  CaaaiBg)  whe  eoi  Tea§  age 
Id  (he  aeale  of  tbe  Foreigii  OSce«  is  very 
aeoaible  of  the  aenber  of-  periMOs  who 
are.alwa(3Fi  prewliag  about  ia  order  u^ 
learn  aosiethiag  that  may  be  tamed  (a 
advantage.  They  atrrve  in  the  firat  plaee 
to  get  at  tbe  prmcipalr  ead  to  eater  iate 
Gonversatioa  with  biau  always  ea  the 
watch  to  catch  semejlhing  for  their  par* 
pose.  If  they  cenaot  see  the  principal 
they  resoft  to  the  aecietary  ;  if  the  seere- 
tarv  is  not  to  be  bed  the^  try  the  clerh% 
and  when  they  find  these  maceessihle  they 
£uten  apon  the  ?ery  djOor-keeper«»  and  in 
shorty  emph^  ^^7  efiert  that  caaaing 
and  e  hm^  sense  of  interest  can  soggesi 
to  fock  ap  little  odds  and  eads  of  intor« 
matien*  Bat  if  this  system  i$  resorted  to 
at  the  Fai<eign*office»  laid  if  auebiaferme- 
eaew 


I  IS  somebew  or  other  fireqoent^y  ob** 
tained  Mm  peisaas  of  tbe  utmost  parity 
of  motives^  hew  aach  anHre  mast  the 
Boai4  oif  IVade  be  open  to  abuses  of  this 
sort  ?  In  the  Beerd  ef  Trade  it  is  neces- 
sary to  ceasttlt  and  converse  with  inte- 
rested petsens ;  and  when  questions  are 
put  to  practieal  mea<  if  they  have  the 
vsaal  eeateness  ef  British  merchaatui  they 
will  seen  taow  from  thm  right  hon>  ge«h 
tleouus  i^at  be  is  abeal  to  d^  It  is  giv- 
JQgto  saeh  men  as  greet  aa  wl^entege  as 
it  weald  be  for  the  Chancellor  of  tbe  ^• 
eheqaer  to  toll  a  stook*broker  what  was  to 
be  the  aatoant  ef  tbe  nest  lean,  when  he 
proposed  to  fund  a  large  amount  of  1^^ 
obeiiaar  3iUs«  or  et  what  precise  period 
peace  et  war  weald  take  place  ia  the 
country*  Indeed  the  information  to  be 
had  at  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the  pre* 
eent  ciroamyteaces,  is  far  mere  lucrative ; 
«n4  prfltebly  ee  hiisk  a  li»dt  if  giiried 


on  in  this  wey  bctwaia  Loasberd-«treet 
and  Westminster,  as  that  carried  on  by- 
licence  mider  the  Pappenburgh  flaff« 
But  wbo^  Were  tbe  persons  who  WQuTd 
be  ^od  thus  waiting  oa  the  right  boa« 
geatlemaa  ^  There  indeed  will  not  ba 
fooad  the  boa«  member  near  ae»  nor  the 
boa.  member  for  Worcester,  aor  any  o£ 
the  members  for  the  city  of  lioadona 
clearing  inwards  and  outwards  (a  laagb) 
No  such  respectable  individuals  will  yoi| 
find  there;  but  you  wilt  fiad>  besieging 
the  doors  of  that  o6Sce,  ample  eaR« 
ports  and  imports  from  ^mbaKUstreel 
and  Oube's  place*--BeatriU4  uuder  the  cei^ 
troul  of  the  enemy,  and  their  jobbenb 
Jew8»  persons  of  tbe  description  of  Jewsi 
and  brokers  of  merchents  resident  in  tha 
north  of  Germaay,  who  have  tbear  agents 
here  for  tbe  parpose  of  managing  theh( 
commercial  transactions.  l*hese  are  the 
persons  with  whom  tbe  ^ce-r president  of 
tbe  Board  of  Trade  consults*  In  thif 
manner  vou  furnish  the  enemy  with  tbe 
means  of  knowing  the  coarse  and  current 
of  trade  at  every  mstant.  The  Orders  in 
Council  and  the  Naviffatioa  Laws  a^e  ge^ 
neral  n^asures;  bat  bexa  you  have  ano? 
ther  system  by  which  the  enemy  bes  tba 
means  of  knowing  at  all  timee  what  artj* 
cles  you  wiih  to  have  e3^Klrted•  and  what 
you  wiah  \a  have  imported  from  the  contir 
nent;  and  by  this  means  It  is  his  own 
fault  if  be  does  not  put  that  coinmerca 
completely  within  his  contrqal. 

But  thf  last  fuA  most  deplorable  con* 
sequence  of  thu  liceasing  system,  is  th^ 
efiect  wbifb  it  is  prodacing  on  the  moral* 
of  the  tra4iog  pact  of  the  qominunity  of 
this  country*  Uere  I  implore  tbe  attention 
of  the  House,  and  the  attention  of  ihe  hon^ 
gentlemen  opposite  (would  to  God  I  could 
appeal  to  them,  in  a  more  e^Ksctual  man<r 
ner),  end  intreat  them  to  consider  tha 
consequences  of  giving  coi^tinuanca  to  a 
traffic  which  has  so  often  heen  describe^ 
as  ^'  a  system,  ef  simulation  and  dissin)^t 
lation  (torn  beginning  t^  end/'    Thee^  \ 
are  the  wordi  of  the  respectable  Judge  i 
who  p?widM  in  our  Courts  c^f  Admiralty*/ 
who  as  he  owes  in  that  capacity  allor* 
giance  to  no  particular  soveriiign,  is  boun4 
to  mete  out  justice  equally  to  the  sul^ectf 
of  Ml  nations  who   cqine   before    him. 
This  iS:  the  language  of  the  right  bon.  and ' 
learned  g;ent|eman  alluded  to,  but  in  my 
opinion,  it  would  be  (itill  miore  accurate 
to  say  that  it  b  a  system  which  begins  J 
with  forgery,  is  continued  by   perjury*/ 
and  #j^  in  t^nermons  fr^ads^    I  will  rwl  | 
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object  of  the  daaie  in  the  licence  which 
I  have  just  read,  is  to  pre?ent  her  from 
being  seized  by  any  of  oor  croizen  who 
may  intercept  her.  This  is  what  is  meani 
by  the  general  expression  of — ^  Notwith- 
standing all  the  documents  which  accom- 
pany the  ship  and  cargo  may  represent 
the  same,  .&c.  &c/'  So  much  for  the 
system  of  forgery  on  which  this  licence 
trade  rests;  bat  all  this  is  not  enough. 
All  this  must  be  done  with  the  privity  of 
the  merchant  here,  and  of  his  clerks. 
That  most  respectable  branch  of  society, 
and  these  young  men,  whom  they  are 
initiating  into  tr^le,  are  no  longer  at  li« 
berty  to  follow  the  system,  by  which  oor 
Childs  and  our  Barings  have  riien  to  sncb 
respectability  and  eminence;  but  from 
their  very  outset  in  lifo,  are  now  to  be 
initiated  in  the  humiliating  mysteries  ef 
this  fraudulent  commerce*  AH  these  for* 
geries,  too,  are  confirmed  by  the  aoleem 
oaths  of  the  captain  and  crew  when  they 
arrive  at  their  destined  pert  They  are 
obliged  to  swear  in  words,  as  awfol  as  it 
is  possible  to  conceive,  that  att  these  do- 
cuments and  letters  are  genuine.  Every 
sort  of  interrogatory  is  put  to>  the  captain 
and  the  whole  crew,  which  is  calcolated 
to  discover  what  is  the  real  port  fn>m 
which  the  vessel  sailed,  and  to  the  troth 
of  the  answers  to  all  these  interrogatories 
the  captain  and  the  whole  crew  are 
obligeu  to  swear.  They  are  obliged  to 
declare  from  what  quarter  the  wind  blew 
when  they  left  Rotterdam  (although  they 
were  never  near  the  place,)  when  they 
took  a  pilot  on  board,  and  a  number  of 
other  particnlars,  which  they  are  obliged 
to  asseverate  on  the  most  solemn  oath, 
which  it  is  possible  to  conceive ;  know^ 
ing  at  the  same  time  that  they  sailed 
from*  London  and  not  from  Rotterdam, 
that  they  took  no  pilot  on  board,  and  that 
their  other  statements  are  utterly  lalae. 
So  that,  under  this  system,  the  whole 
crew  and  captain  are  under  the  neccmty 
of  perjuring  themselves,  if  ibey  wish  to 
act  up  to  their  instructions.  In  confir- 
mation of  these  statements,  I  will  read  to 
the  House  a  letter  of  a  most  corious  de* 
scription  which  has  been  pot  into  my 
hands,  written  to  an  American  merchanty 
of  the  highest  respectability,  the  centenla 
of  which  would  be  extremely  Indicrooiv 
if  the  contemplation  of  them  vrere  not 
accompanied  by  a  feeling  of  diagoit  at 
the  moral  depravity  it  displays.  It  ia 
written  by  a  professional  man,  not  Uiat  he 
is  either  a  lawyer^  a  physician^  or  a 


a  clause  from  the  first  licence  that  comes 
to  my  hand — for  it  is  in  them  all — in 
18,000  licences  a  year — and  it  is  a  clause 
which  demands  the  most  serious  attention 
of  the  House.  What  are  we  to  say  when 
litre  find  that  the  government  of  the  coun- 
try lends  the  sanction  of  its  authority  to 
such  expressions  as  the  following,  in  the 
licences  from  port  to  port :  "  The  vessel 
shall  be  allowed  to  proceed,  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  documents  which  accompany 
the  ship  and  cargo  may  represent  the 
same  to  be  destined  to  any  neutral  or 
hostile  port,  or  to  whomsoever  such  pro- 
perty may  appear  to  belong.''  Notwith- 
standing,* says  his  Majesty  m  Council — at 
least  his  Majesty  is  made  te  use  such  lan- 
guage— ^notwithstanding,  says  this  paper, 
which  is  countersigned  by  his  Majesty's 
Secretary  of  State  18,000  times  in  a  year, 
this  trade  is  carried  on  by  fraud  and  per- 
jury, we  will  sanction  that  foulness,  and 
we  will  ffive  orders  that  these  ships  shall 
be  enabled  to  pass  through  the  British 
fleets.  Perhaps  the  full  import  of  this 
clause  is  not  known  to  the  House.  It  is 
proper  they  should  be  informed  that 
papers  are  put  on  board  stating  the  actual 
place  from  which  the  ship  cleared  out, 
signed  in  the  proper  and  usual  manner, 
with  letters  from  the  ship-owner  to  the 
proper  persons;  and  that  these  real  docu- 
ments form  what  is  called  the  ship's  pa- 
pers. By  this  licence  the  ca'ptain  is  ena- 
bled to  take  on  board  another  set  of  pa- 
pers, which  are  a  forgery  from  beginning 
16  end,  and  iii  case  his  vessel  happens  to 
be  overhauled  by  our  cruizers,  he  escapes 
detention.  If  the  ship  happen  to  clear 
•from  London,  it  is  perhaps  said  to  clear 
from  Rotterdam,  and  the  proper  descrip- 
tion is  made  out,  as  nearly  as  possible,  in 
the  hand-writing  of  the  Custom-house 
officer  at  Rotterdam^  and  if  it  be  necessary 
that  the  paper  should  be  signed  by  a  mi- 
nister of  sUte,  as  is  the  case  in  Holland, 
his  hand  writing  must  be  forged,  fre- 
quently that  of  the  duke  of  Cadore,  or 
^see  the  other 
elf.  Not  only 
be  seal  is  also 
.  Botthisis 
of  letters  is 
'good  deal  of 
and  a  good 
^Botterdam  as 
:^  interesting  to 
^letter  from  a 
.  .^^ .  .-m,^  -.r-^  .  »•.  ^e  ship  owner. 
Thus  pkpvided,  the  vessel  sails,  and  the 
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AiTine;  for  be  would  be  e  dbgrtce  to  tny 

ef  these  honooreble  occvpations ;  bot  he 

18  ft  men  who  has  mede  the  forgery  of 

thip's  papers  a  regular  and  organized  pro- 
fession.    I  shall  omit  the  names  of  any 

of  the  parties,  became  I  shoeld  be  sorry 

to  injure  iudiridaats.  whose  only  connec- 
tion with  the  writer  has  been,  that  he  has 

dared  to  send  them  this  most  atrm:ioos 

eircolar.    It  is  a»  follows : —      y^  ^ 

••  Lrrerpool,  — — . 
*  'f  QBihxiMBii— ^We    take   the    liberty 

herewith  to  inform  you,  that  we  hare  esta- 
blished ouTseWes  in  this  town>  for  the  sole 

purpose  of  making  simulated  papers  [Hear, 

bear !]  which  we  are  enabled  to  do  in  a 

way  which  will  give  ample  satisfaction  to 

our  employers,  not  only  being  in  pot- 

•etsion  of  the  original  documents  of  the 

ships'  papers,  and  clearances  to  Tarions 

ports,  a  list  of  which  <  we  annex,  but  our 

Mr.  G— —  B-        baring  worked  with  his 

brother,  Mr.  J B       ■,  in  the  same 

Kne,  for  the   last  two  years,  and  under- 
standing all  the  necessary  languages. 
**  Of  any  changes  that  may  occur  in  the 

difierent  places  on  the  continent,  in  the 

Tarious   custom  house,  and  other  offices, 

which  may  render  a  change  of  signatures 

necessary,  we  are  careful  to  have  the  ear- 
liest information,  not  only  firom  our  own 

connections,  but  from  Mr.J— — —  B-*— , 

who  has  profibred  his  assistance  in  every 

way,  and  who  has  for  some  time  past  made 

simulated  papers  for  Messrs*  B      ■and 

P— ,  of  this  town,  to  whom  we  beg 

leave  to  refer  yon  for  further  information. 

"We  remain,^  &c. 

Then  follows  a  Ions  list  of  about  twenty 

places  from  and  to  wliich  they  can  forge 

papers  (having  all  the  clearances  ready 

by  them,  from  the  different  public  agents) 

tbe  moment  they  receive  intelligence  that 

ahy    merchant  may   need  their   assist- 
ance in  this  scheme  of  fabrication.    And, 

it  it  come  to  this }  [Hear !  hear !  hear  !] 

Is  this  the  sort  of  trade  carried  on  by 

Aritish  merchants?   Is  this  the  way  in  Laccusersof  our  hearts.''— I  say. 

which  we  are  to  defeat  the  designs  of  Buo-^^  *  *      "^     ^  —  ^ 

^napart^  ?  Is  this  the  mode  by  which  we 
!  are  to  make  bin  bite  the  dost?  Which  of 
:  the  two  contending  powers  is  subdued  by 

the    respective  systems  adopted  against 

each  other,  that  which  has  openly  sacri- 
ficed itt  commerce,  which  says, "  We  will 

have  soldiers  and  peasants  but  no  traders ;" 

or  that  which,  to  the  abandonment  of  all 

national  honour,   maintains  such  a  foul, 

mtcb  a  fthhy  commerce  as  that  on  which 

gentkjnea  on  the  other  side  contend  the 


eiiiteoce  of  our  commerce  depends  ?  If 
this  be  the  triumph  of  England  and  of  Bn* 
glishttien  over  the  continental  system— if 
this  be  all  for  which  our  soldiers  cheer- 
fully bleed  on  the  fields  of  victory,  I  shall 
soon  be  ashamed  of  the  title  which  I  hope 
still  to  boast,  a  representative  of  (tee,  inde* 
pendent,  honest,  British  traders,  and  I  will 
not  be  onO  of  those  who  will  go  in  pro- 
cessions of  triumph,  which,  instead  of 
glorious  trophies  and  banners,  presents  to 
my  mind  nothing  but  an  assemblage  of 
gibbets  and  halters.  These  are  transac* 
tions  which  ought  to  be  as  ^uch  a 
source  of  grief  to  oiirselv^,  as  they  are  a 
source  of  reproach  against  us  by  foreign 
nations. 

I  know  that  tbe  right  hon.  genUemati 
will  tell  me,  that  if  these  crimes  were  not 
committed  by  us,  they  would  be  perpe- 
trated by  others.  That  if  our  merchants 
in  Liverpool  refused  to  fabricate  papers^ 
those  of  Boston  would  not  be  so  scrupu« 
lous.  In  answer  to  this  assertion,  I  shall 
merely  say,  that  the  argument  is  not  new. 
It  has  been  hackaied  over  and  over  again 
(in  the  absence  of  a  better)  on  other  sub* 
jects.  I  remember  it ;  and  in  the  recol- 
lection of  the  hon.  member  for  Yorkshire 
it  must  still  be  fresh.  It  is  the  old  and  f^ 
vourite  argument  used  on  the  long  de* 
bated  question  of  the  Slave  Trade,  by 
which  the  ministers  of  the  day  were  scan- 
dalized, and  by  advancing  which,  if  by 
nothing  else,  the  memory  of  lord  Sia« 
mouth  will  be  perpetuated  as  long  as  a 
sense  of  shame  is  retained  in  this  or  m  any 
other  country. — "  Oh !"  said  they,  «  if 
we  abandon  the  Slave  Trade  it  will  be 
carried  on  by  others,  and  perhajps  huma* 
nity  will  suflbr  in  the  exchange.'^  It  may 
be  so,  but  I  repeat,  as  applied  to  this  sub- 
ject,  what  my  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Wilber- 
force)  then  so  forcibly  and  truly  urged  on 
that  occasion,  ''  In  God's  name  let  it  ba 
carried  on  by  others,  we  will  no  longer  let 
our  hands  stained  with  human  blood  be  the 

let  this 
neferious  practice  be  adopted  by  any 
other  country,  by  America,  if  it  be  not  too 
honest,  by  rappenburg,  or  some  of  the 
dirty  ports  of  Denmark :  but  let  it  not  re- 
ceive the  sanction  of  the  Britnh  govern- 
ment. Let  it  be  no  longer  vaid  that  Eog-^ 
land,  whose  merchants  in  former  and  hap- 
pier times  were  held  in  universal  estima- 
tion for  probity  and  honour,  have  for* 
felted  a  character  by  the  preservation  of 
which  alone  they  can  claim  a  just  right 
to  the  privileges  of  humanity*  Weighing, 


y 
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wiU  i^c»tve  the  appttbttti—  rf  th^  p— pif 
—I  trtsi  ii  win  obteio  the  teaduMi  of  iIm. 
Houie-4f  itdo  aol,  I  Ab\\  hire  the  ta^ 
tiffectioii  of  ieeling  tb»t»  hevever  oftberft. 
m«y  forset  their  duty*  I  here  discherged 
miiie.-4  will  eoicMe,  Sir»  by  «ovtng» 
"  Thet  a  Select  CeaiiDittee  be  appeiaied' 
fer  the  pqrpoie  of  takiof  Into  itt  ce»» 
flideretioa  the  preKnl  ttete  of  the  cei>  y 
merce  and  manofiictarei  of  the  ceentry^ 
particularly  with  reference  to  the  efiects 
of  the  Orden  in  Couocil  aad  the  lieence 
Trade/' 

Mr.  itoieesipmsed  the  aiecere  pleeraiw 
he  felt  that  thia  iwpertam  aiil^ect  wae 
abeet  to  onktgo  a  fiiU  a«d  imi^avtial  dia- 
coiiieii.  becaate  he  waa  pecsoaded  that 
the  nore  it  wa«  exaaiiiied  the  vore  appan 
re»t  woiftW  be  the  he»eftta  rteeltiag  frean 
the  ajftten  which  mm  reeeived  the  ia»i 
ties  of  govenunent  Hewerer  defieieol 
he  alight  be  in  ek^eence^  the  (kxM  he 
aheokl  eddoot  would  be  aatply  a iifieieaa 
to  sQbf  ert  the  fabvic  which  it  bed  ccKt  th« 
hon.  and  leamed  getitleman  ao  ateeh  paisft 
te  YM^  He  waa  nei  diapoaed  to  deay 
^that  the  ceAditien  of  the  maaufactofera  ia 
variena  parts  of  the  country  waa  much  l^ 
be  ceiiiterated»  but  Ibeir  diacemkDt  di4 
net  aroe  to  much  lre«  a  waH  of  work  a* 
fremadlmiQalioiief wagea.    InBimiB^^ 


therefei«»  all  these  circnaMtanees^  which  I 
aaa  tee  BMich  exhaoated,  and  the  House 
eaooHich  fatigued  to  recapilelate,  I  ask 
hoacft  aGKl  ianpertial  sian»  whether 
oient  groend  has  net  been  kid  for  ua- 
^uiry,  in  order  to  aacertain  whether  there 
be  Of  be  not  any  remedy  to  the  grievona 
evilf,  some  few  of  which  I  hate  enume- 
rated? If  I  am  aaked  what  remedy  I 
would  apply,  I  aay,  let  ns  firat  go  into  the 
inquiry.  Hew  ia  it  pofsiUe  le  >pre8eribe 
till  the  Ml  extent  of  the  malady  be 
known  ?  Different  riews  may  be  uken  by 
diBhrent  persons ;  bat  do  not  let  es  torn 
an  inattentive  ear  to  cemphnnli  *^that 
,  ireuld  cure  deafiiem:"  let  ua  go  into  a 
committee  to  learn  the  cause  and  eflbcts  of 
the  enormitiea  I  haf>e  stated. 

If,  as  an  humble  indi?idaaK  I  might 
¥Mitore  an  opinion,  I  should  say,  witfamt 
a  moaaenl's  hesiUtion»  conciliate  the  A»e* 
ricana;  let  us  deaH  that  Ilea  in  our  power 
to  protect^  maintain,  and  auppert  thehr 
neutrality ;  hut  de  not  let  «a  drive  them 
to  the  extreme  of  making  asi  eleotioii  in* 
jnrious  to  them  hot  fetal  to  uSi-^Da  not  let 
us  ferce  them  to  chuse  between  a  French 
alliance  and  an  English  alliance  $  but  at 
all  eventi  let  na  avoid  oceasioninaf  the 
flre«kr  of  the  two  calaniiiiee»  an  alSnace 
between  America  and  France,  which 
would  ineritably  lead  to  a  war  between 
▲aaerica  and  Enf^nd.  We  need  not  be 
afraid  oi  seing  too  fer  towards  concilia* 
tion»  I  nould  be  the  last  man  in  the  na» 
tion  to  insinvaie,  that  because  the  pt»fiW 
^  of  England  am  disSveased  we  should  an* 
'  eeme  a  tower  and  mere  humble  tone.  I 
would  not  recommend  it,  hecanae  I  should 
be  speaking  a  language  at  which  my  heart 
would  revok  as^iMt  mj  tongue ;  but  let 
us  not  be  felsely  proud  and  refase  this  in* 
qwrj  from  the  weakest  of  all  weak  feara, 
the  fear  of  acknowledging  that  we  have 
fermeriy  conmritted  an  error.  There  oan 
be  no  riralry  between  the  two  countrien— 
they  affe^ispoaed  to  frien&hm,  and  rinee 
the  populatmn  of  both  is  cnia^  cent* 
posed  of  merchants  and  fermers,  their  in* 
teresis  ate  too  much  nnitad  to  aUow  them 
to  proceed  to  hostilities  without  the  moat 
imperioiM  necessity.  Let  ua  empley  our 
army  and  nary,  to  whose  vktoriea  we  aso 
indwted  for  our  independence,  te  proteet 
thoee  who  require  our  aupport;  let  the 
tree  of  liberty  expand  iu  dieltenng 
branches  over  ether  oountries  than  our 
own;  but  let  «t  not  inaolt  these  who >are 
anxieuato  continQe  in  amity  with  ns.  I 
know  that  the  motion  I  here  to     ' 


bam,  particular Iv*  a  |^reeiter  degree  of  cala* 
mity  was  felt  than  m  any  other  team  in 
themPMre;  because  thle  trade  of  that 
phiee  depended,  almost  mere  than  any 
other,  en  the  conneetian  with  America. 
ButtuHban  tkehea  and  lewpned  gentleman 
proceeded  to  contend  that  these  dietrsseep 
were  general*  end  being  general,  were  pro- 
dneed  by  the  Orders  in  Cooneil*  be  wished 
to  enquire*  whence  ^e  hen.  and  learned 
gentleman  had  derived  the  infermVion  osi 
which  he  founded  his  stateasent^  In  fec|« 
the  papers  on  the  table»  so  fer  from  sup* 
porting^  dieaetly  contradicted  the  assnr* 
tiens  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentlemmw 
And  here  he  feh  it  proper  to  obseeve, 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  gentkman  n|p- 
peared  very  much  disposed  to  ohfieet  tn 
the  accuracy  of  Mr.  IPTtng'sfigmee>wlmsi 
they  weveenfeivonrahlotohisargnmeiiti 
but  he  was  quite  reedy  to  deduce  inCe* 
ranoes  from  them,  whet  he  eoneidere4 
them  as  at  all  lesnia«  to  bis  side.  He 
(Mr.  Kose)  war  pewoadedj  that  tbesn 
never  had  been  a  feir  qeestion  of  d^nbl 
raisedon  the  correctness  of  the  Cusimnn 
bouse  aoeeunts,  which  were  by  no 
jnstly  liable  te  the  eheamtiena 
on  them  by  the  boo.  and  leavaedj 
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He  would  ndw  procMd  to  «d 
iunatiDii  of  th«  ft^^ts  coAnsctad 
tbe  stotomeat  niMJe  by  tbe  bon.  a»d  lewn- 
•d  goMtleMMM.  The  Orden  in  Oowicfl 
wew  iMted  in  tbe  yetr  1807»  Md  it  waM 
W  proper  lo  consider,  by  conpanpon, 
wbat  «fltet  they  bad  tod  on  tbe  export 
trade  of  tbe  oouatry.  In  tbe  jrear  be  had 
jlft  flneAtKMied,  tbe  experts  attomted 
10  S4,566,572^. ;  in  1808»  they  were 
54,ii54>267;  in  1809  they  bad  increased 
to  Jio  less  than  50,f  86>900l. ;  and«  in  1610, 
tbey  were  45,869,800/. ;— a  great  luid 
•lideDt  incffeaae  from  the  Year  1867. 
The  bon. '  and  learned  gentteman  iiad 
apoken  of  9,OOOfiOOL  of  Britbh  exports 
ikaving  been  aeisied  by  Baonapart€,  in  the 
year  1810;  and  that,  for  tbe  express  per* 

ri  of  getting  possession  of  this  property, 
tiad,  for  a  short  time,  snspended  bis 
own  decrees.-^Tbat  the  aetalloded  to  was 
one  of  great  and  anjnstifiable  violence,  no 
person  coald  doubt;   but  bow  did  tbe  fact 


stand }   Tbe  decrees  were  relaxed  from  ^cion  as  to  the  danger  which  threatened 


the  end  of  1807  to  1810,  and  for  two  years 
preriotts  to  tbe  seixare  oomplatned  of,  the 
trade  to  tbe  Baltic  bad  been  condocted 
with  tbe  utmost  adfantage,  and  it  only 
arose  from  accidental  censes  of  wind  and 
weatber»  that  Buonaparte  was  enabled  to 
apply  the  cargoes  of  sereral  hundred 
ships  to  bis  own  nse;  but  tbe  truth  was, 
that  this  trade  bad  nothing  to  do  whb  the 
Orders  in  Council,  and  tbe  destruction  of 
die  trade  so  vehowcntly  enforced  was,  in 
truth,  an  aogment«tion  from  twenty-fire 
to  sbirty  miHions*  A  few  years  since  it 
bad  been  as  boldly  said,  as  it  had  been  to* 
mght  repeated,  that  our  trade  with  Ame- 
rica would  be  anmtbilated ;  and  he  then 
took  occasion  modestly  to  express  his 
•ptnion,  that  if  aNon^Intercourse  law  were 
pfassed  in  tbe  United  States,  tbe  commerce 
wisb  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  colonies 
might  be  carried  on  dh'ectly  from  Great 
Britain.  Earperience  had  fully  confirmed 
this  opinion.  In  1807,  our  exports  to 
AnKTica  and  the  West  indies  amounted 
'  to  ti^dOO.OOOl. ;  in  1808,  notwithstanding 
WUie  partial  prohibition  in  the  United  States, 
to  15,800,000/. ;  in  1809,  to  10,200,000/.; 
in  which  last  year,  be  it  remembered,  the 
American  Non^fntercourse  act  was  carried . 
into  effect;  yet,  notwithstanding  that,  in 
She  year  1810,  the  exports  to  allAtnericsf 
and  tbe  West  indies,  amounted  to  no  less 
a  sum  than  90,418,000/.  And  from  this 
it  appealed,  that,  between  l!he  yean  1807 
and  1810,  an  increase  to  the  amount  of  six 
midiotti  ttorKng  hftd  taken  place  in  the 


expert  trade  of  tha^enntry  todi  Amertcm 
I>fd  be  mean  from  tbence  to  ai^e  that 
England  ought  to  be  indifierent  to  ber 
conneeiion  with  tbe  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica? By  no  means:  be  bad  ahrays  con* 
tended,  and  be  always  should,  that  the 
interesU  of  Oreat  Britain  and  of  Amertcm 
were  closely  united.  But  it  was  too  much 
to  expect,  that  this  country  should  allow 
America  to  treat  ber  differently  fttrai  other 
states. 

Reverting  to  tbe  seizures  whicb  tbe  bon. 
and  learned  gentleman  said  had  been  made 
by  Buonaparte,  he  begged  leare  to  ob* 
serre,  that,  instead  of  nine  milfions  being 
thus  borne  away,  not  more  than  six  or 
se?ea  had  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  his  arts. 
Tbe  ships  seized  by  bim^  were^  at  the  time, 
trading  under  tbe  system  of  neutraliza- 
tion ;  and  tbe  loss  was  sustained  by  an  un* 
fortunate  coincidence  of  circumstances; 
by  a  non* adherence  to  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous which  was  appointed,  and  suspi- 


the  property  being  asleep. 

The  bon.  and  learned  gentleman  bad 
talked  a  great  deal  of  tbe  information 
which  people,  of  a  variety  of  desert ptions^ 
had  derived  from  him  (Mr.  Rose.)  He 
did  not  know  whence  tbe  bon.  and  learn- 
ed gentleman  had  derived  his  Intellixence; 
but  this  he  could  assure  him,  that  be  was 
completely  and  entirely  mistaken  with 
respect  to  tbe  kind  and  class  of  cempany 
wbtch  he  was  in  tbehsibit  of  entertaining. 
Whitt  connection  tbe  individuals,  whom 
the  bon.  and  learned  gentleman  bad  so 
hnraorously  described,  might  have  with 
the  doof  keepers  and  messengers  of  his 
office,  he  could  not  say ;  but  undoobtedlir 
they  had  no  access  to  btm.  He  bhnself, 
and  thenoble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  bad  been  accused  by  tbe  bon. 
and  learned  gentleman  of  spendinff  their 
mornings  with  Jews  and  Brokers,  for  the 
purpose  of  selecting  and  assorting  cai^es 
lor  exportation.  Here  the  bon.  and  learn- 
ed gentleman  was  again  mistaken.  This 
was  not  the  ol^ect  of  their  consideration; 
nor  were  thepersons  they  met  of  that  de- 
scription. The  object  which  engaged 
them,  and  the  respectable  gentlemen 
whom  they  consulted,  was,  to  determine 
on  what  articles  it  was  safo,  fit,  and  proper, 
to  allow  to  be  imported  into  Great  Bri* 
tain. 

In  answer  to  the  bon.  and  learned  Ron- 
tTeman's  assertions,  as  to  tbe  supposed  in- 
jury which  the  shipping  interest  of  Great 
Britain  had  sustained^  in  consequence  of 
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the  li€8i»dBg  8yiiltm»  he  woold  beg  leare 
tlmply  to  stMt  the  bet    By  tccorate  cal« 
colationi  lie  would  fthew,  that,  since  li- 
cences had  been  resorted  to,  the  tonnage 
was  greatly  increased.    In  1807,  the  Bri- 
tish shipping  employed   was    1,436,000 
.tons;    in    1808,    ^11,000;     in    1809, 
I  1,539,000;   and,  in  1810,  1 ,609,000  tons 
j  were  engaged.     So  that  now  there  were 
I  200,000  tons  of  British  shipping  employed 
/  in  addition  to  the  quantity,  which,  prior  to 
•    the  Orders  in  Council,  had  been  engaged. 
f    When  the  Orders  in  Council  were  first  re* 
sorted  to,  88,900  seamen  were  employed 
in  British  mercantile  transactions ;  at  pre- 
sent, not  less  than  102,000  seamen  were  so 
engaged — making  an  increase  of  H.OOO 
seamen.     He  was  willing  to  adroit  that 
foreign  shipping  bad  increased  in  a  greater 

EroporUon ;,  but  if  such  shipping  had  not 
een  employed,  what  would  bare  become 
of  British  commerce  ?  How  could  the  trade 
of  Great  Britain  have  been  carried  on  with 
those  various  ports  of  Europe,  which  were 
shut  against  British  vessels?  He  would  ask 
the  House,  would  government  have  been 
justified  in  permitting  the  manufactures  of 
the  country  to  rot  and  perish  in  ware- 
bouses,  rather  than  employ  foreign  vessels 
in  the  distribution  of  them  through  the 
world  ?  From  the  general  habits  of  his  life« 
no  one,  he  was  convinced,  could  suspect 
him  of  being  insensible  to  the  distresses  of 
the  ship-owners.  But,  he  put  it  to  the 
House,  be  put  it  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  opposite,  whether  it  was  possi- 
ble to  stand  by,  in  cold  blood,  and  see  the 
pianufacturers  of  the  coontry  starving, 
rather  than  permit  the  produce  of  the 
country  to  be  exported  in  foreign  ships  ? 
Besides,  the  rate  of  the  transport  service 
vouldjBhow  that  no  material  injury  had 
been  sustained  by  the  British  shipping  in- 
terest This  he  thought  could  be  made 
very  evident  from  a  comparison  of  the 
rates  at  different  periods.  In  the  year 
1807,  when  the  Orders  in  Council  were 
originally  issued,  the  rate  was  19J;  per 
ton ;  but,  at  present,  it  was  no  less  than 
U58.  per  ton«-a  clear  proof,  in  bis  mind, 
that  the  great  body  of  tbe  shipping  of  the 
country  was  constantly  employed.  Even 
with  respect  to  Hull,  a  place  more  likely 
to  suJOTer  than  any  other,  by  the  pressure 
of  tbe  times,  he  had  good  reason  for  stating 
Drom  private  information  which  be  had  ob- 
tained from  thence,  that  there  was  not  a 
ship  belonging  to  that  port,  which  was  not 
at  present  cither  absolutely  engaged,  or  on 
the  point  of  being  employed. 


Br&t^gkm^^Moiimrdatmgioae      [IIM 

The  bon.  and  learned  gentleman  h»d 
asked,  why  were  not  American  veaseW 
made  use  of  ?  The  answer  was,  they  ex* 
perienced  exactly  the  same  treatment  witb 
other  neutrals— -bo  distinction  bad  beea 
made.  It  was  therefore  most  unfounded 
to  say,  that  any  partiality  had  been  evinced 
in  favour  of  one  state  pr  of  another  by  go- 
vernment, but  a  preference  was  given  by 
the  merchants  to  other  foreign  ships,  as 
being  safer,  an^  less  liable  to  suspicion  in 
the  continental  ports.  The  trade  with  tbe 
Spanish  and  Portuguese  settlemenu  of 
America  was  at  least  equally  advantageooa 
with  that  which  had  been  recently  carried 
on  with  the  United  States.  In  proof  of 
this,  it  must  be  observed,  that  for  the  last 
ten  years  the  American  trade  had  beea 
carried  on  from  a  seventh  to  a  twenty-third 
part  in  British  shipping.  When  the  com- 
mercial treaty  of  1797  was  concluded  with 
America,  it  was  founded  on  the  principle 
of  reciprocal  advantage.  There  was  a 
stipulation  mutually  to  relax  the  duties  oa 
the  importation  of  goods  from  tbe  two 
countries  ten  per  cent,  on  the  gross  amount 
of  the  customary  duties.  But  no  sooner 
had  this  treaty  been  concluded,  than  Ame- 
rica doubled  her  imposts,  while  those  of 
Great  Britain  remained  stationary.  Socb 
a  measure,  every  gentleman  most  see, 
amounted  almost  to  a  prohibition  of  the 
commodities  of  this  country.  Again,  look* 
ing  to  the  benefits  which  England  wooki 
obtain  from  trading  with  the  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  settlements,  it  was  not  to  be 
forgotten  that  this  country  would  not  only 
derive  the  mercantile  profits,  but  also 
those  which  were  connected  witb  the  na- 
vigation. In  his  opinion,  nothing  could 
be  more  palpable  than  the  disadvantageous 
situation  in  which  Great  Britain  would 
have  been  placed,  but  for  the  intervention 
of  the  Orders  in  Council :  if  it  had  not 
been  for  them,  France  would  have  pos- 
sessed the  great  benefit  of  trading  with  all 
the  ports  of  Europe,  which  were  shut 
against  England,  and  she  would  have  been 
enabled  to  furnish  herself,  from  America, 
with  every  arUcle  which  she  wanted,  par- 
ticularly with  tbe  raw  materials  for  her 
manufactures — and,  above  all,  with  cotton* 
respecting  whfcb  manufacture  she  had  lat- 
terly shewn  great  anxiety. 
s/  What  had  been  the  origin  of  the  Orders 
in  Council  ?  France  said  that  there  should 
be  no  trade  to  England.  Our  answer  was 
-i-an  answer  which  we  had  the  power  to 
enforce— 4hat  nothing  should  go  to  France 
that  did  not  come  to  her  through  England^ 
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We  btd  a  Hgbi  to  ^a]r  to  liedtral  {sowers, 
that  if  they  tolerated  a  regulation  of  otie  of 
^he  belligerents  inimical  to  otir  comtner- 
cia]  interests,  thej  must  tolerate  k  requisi- 
tion on  our  part  id  defence  of  those  inte- 
rests. Nothing  hostile  Was  intended  to- 
wards America.  On  the  contrary,  every 
degree  ol^  attention  and  kindness  was  shown 
to  her  by  Great  Britain.  The  conduct  of 
France  towards  America  was  directly  the 
rererse.  Had  Boonapart^  seized  none  of 
hei-  shipping,  aftd  bad  he  not,  going  be* 
yond  what  the  laws  of  nations  allowed, 
decrefed,  that  erery  ship  coming  from 
England  should  be  confiscated  ?  An  im- 
mense confiscation  of  American  property 
was  the  consequence;  bat  the  United 
States  passed  over  the  insult  unnoticed. 
Encouraged  by  this  supineness,  Buona- 

{>art4  went  farther,  and  on  advice  of  his 
'onrt  of  Admiralty,  determined  that  any 
French  cruizer  that  fell  in  with  an  Amen- 
can  vessel,  which  she  supposed  was  on  a 
voyage  to  England,  might  burn  and  de- 
Mroy  her.  Then  followed  the  Milan  De- 
cree, and  oti  a  remonstrance  being  made 
by  general  Armstrong,  the  duke  of  Ca- 
dore,  the  French  minister,  replied,  **  that 
the  conduct  of  France  was  consistent  with 
the  eternal  principles  of  justice."  The 
Decree  of  Rambouillet  was  the  close  of 
that  scene  of  iniquity,  which  America  had 
lamely  allowed  to  be  acted  before  her  eyes. 
The  Orders  in  Council,  on  the  contrary, 
were  not  promulgated  until  it  was  per- 
fectly well  known  in  the  republic,  that 
such  would  be  the  cohduct  of  Great  Bri- 
tain.  It  had  beett  said,  that  the  French 
decrees  had  been  revoked ;  but  on  no 
foundation.  In  a  recent  prize  cause,  on  a 
vessel  called  the  Catherina  Augusta,  it  was 
Allowed  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
had  not  been  rescinded.  An  original  let- 
ter was  produced  during  the  proceedings 
dated  in  September  last,  in  which  the 
inerchams  at  Rotterdam  state,  that  "  it  is 
true  that  the  Decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan 
have  not  yet  been  publicly  repealed."  An 
American  vessel  in  ballast,  with  an  Ame- 
rican master  and  American  seamen,  from 
London  to  Charlestown,  had  also  been 
carried  into  Calais ;  and  no  longer  ago 
than  November  last,  the  captain  and 
owner  presented  a  petition  to  Congress, 
t>raying  their  interposition,  and  alleging 
Chat  the  vessel  so  captured  was  taken  on 
the  sole  ground  of  a  supposed  infraction  of 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees,  by  the  ves- 
tel  havinff  sailed  from  an  English  port. 
But  the  House  waa  toI<IT,  that  diere  bid 
(VOL.  XXL) 


Men  no  condemnations  itt  France  imder 
those  Decreet,  sutisequentiy  to  the  2itd 
Not.  me.  Of  this  he  could  not  speak; 
but  no  one  woold  deny  thid  there  had 
been  sequestrations  to  a  considei^ble 
amount ;  and  in  these  times  in  France,  the 
distinction  between  sequestration  and  con- 
demnation was  merely  noftiitial ;  while  on 
the  contrary  the  conduct  of  the  British 
High  Court  of  Admiralty  had  been  marked 
With  liberality,  almost  amoontinff  to  injtls- 
tice  towards  ourselves;  and  wnich  bad 
rendered  the  endnent  individual  at  the 
head  of  that  court  as  popular  in  America 
as  he  was  in  England.  Much  had  beeti 
stated,  with  most  imposing  elo^fttenccl,  oti 
the  evil  consequences-^the  immoralities^^ 
arising  from  the  system  of  ficenting.  Tht 
fact  was  that  every  syllable  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  ottered  on 
the  subject  of  simulated  papers  was  appli- 
cable to  the  period  before  the  Orf'ders  ih 
Council  and  the  Trade  Licences  were  is- 
sued ;  and  he  would  state,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  the  latter  had^  very 
much  checked  tbe  perjury  ilnd  f#a(id  com- 
plained of.  Before  the  Orders  in  Council 
and  the  Licenced  were  issued,  it  was  ne- 
cessary for  every  captain  of  a  ship  to  take 
an  odfii  at  the  Custom-house,  relative  to 
the  si2e  of  his  ship  and  the  number  of  hia 
men.  This  was  discontinued,  and  he  knew 
of  no  oath  substituted.  To  all  tho^ 
shocking  perjuries  which  Were  formerly 
frequent  in  I>octors*  Commons,  there  waa 
now  no  temptatiori.  That  peijury  pre- 
vailed  as  a  system  before  1807  was  nolo- 
rious;  and  a  house  was  estabfbhed  at 
Empden,  which,  for  O-aods  of  that  kin4« 
received  a  regukr  comriiission  of  two  per 
cent.  He  had  enquired  partictdarly  into 
the  subject,  and  he  was  assuifed,  bytn^tera 
of  neutral  vessels,  that  they  were  not  called 
upon  to  make  any  affidavits  on  the  other 
side  of  the  water.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, was  it  fair  for  the  hon.  gent,  to 
come  down  and  brand  the  national  cha- 
racter with  the  imputation  of  systematic 
perjury  ?  Were  the  Orders  in  CouOcn  and 
the  Licences  abolished,  then  indeed  th^ 
country  would  return  to  that  systeih  of 
neutralization  under  which  perjuries  wer# 
formerly  so  frequent. 

Reverting  to  the  distresses  of  the  manu- 
fticturers,  he  allowed  that  distress  existed 
to  a  considerable  degree,  but  expressed  his 
persuasion  that  great  arts  had  been  ubed 
to  make  the  su&ring  individuals  betieYe 
that  theit  eviU  ori^nated  in  the  Orders  in 
Cotmcil.     Thoi^  pmnota  had  certainly 

(4C) 
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borne  their  distresics  with  a  patience  and 
a  fortitude  which  entitled  iheir  present 
.complaints  to  the  most  indulgent  atten- 
tion ;  but  it  was  impossible  to  conrince 
him  that  the  .greater  part  of  the  indivi- 
duals whp.  put  their  names  to  a  petition 
against  the  Orders  in  Council,  were  at  all 
.competent  to  ascertain  the  mode  in  which 
those  Orders  operated ;  and  of  this  he  was 
assured,  that  their  sufferings  would  be  ma- 
terially encreased  were  those  Orders  re- 
scinded. He  then  took  a  view  of  the  ez« 
ports  of  the  current  year,  which,  though 
depressed;  yet  excec;ded  in  a  considerable 
degree  what  they  had  amounted  to  in  1 803 
and  1S04.  From  this,  he  thought  he  was 
warranted  in  asserting,  that  the  despond- 
ing statements  which  had  been  made  with 
regard  to  the  existing  st^ate  of  the  coun- 
try, were  either  exaggerated  or  wholly 
without  foundation.  The  country  was  in 
oo  danger  of  ruin,  while  so  flattering  a 
comparison  could  be  made.  Would  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  contend  that  ^ 
England  was  not  a  great  and  flourishing  /h 
couptry  in  the  year  1804?  He  believed '^*^ 
that  it  bad  never  been  denied  that  she 
.was;  and,  therefore,  he  could  see  no 
ground  at  present  for  asserting  that  she 
was  in  so  bad  a  state  from  the  depression 
of  her  trade— as,  notwithstanding  that  de- 
pression, her  exports  were  still  considera- 
bly above  what  they  had  been  in  the  years 
he  had  before  mentioned.  The  hon.  and 
^earned  gentleman  had  contended,  that 
the  goods  exported  in  the  year  1809  had 
not  been  able  to  find  a  market.  In  that 
assertion,  however,  he  was  obliged  to  con* 
tradict  him,,  and  coold  inform  him  that 
they  had  found  a  market — and  still  fur- 
.ther,  that  our  goods  had  continued  to  6nd 
a  market  until  the  month  of  March  1810. 
He  presumed  that  he  need  not  inform  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  that  the  pro- 
duce of  our  colonies  and  fisheries  was  in- 
cluded under  the  head  of  imports.  This 
Wng  the  case^  however,  it  wpuld  appear 
that  our  experts,  compared  with  our  im- 
ports, did  not  determine  the  balance  of 
trade. 

As  to  what  hs^  been  advanced  with  re- 
l^rd  to  the  excessive  issues  of  Bank  paper 
m  England,  he  had  to  observe,  that  our 
Bank-notes  had  risen,  within  the  last  two 
months,  according  to  the  rate  of  exchaaM 
at  Hamburgh,  10  to  15  per  cent  and  be 
did  not  entertain  a  doubt,  that  if  the  pre- 
aent  favourable  aspect  of  afiairs  continued, 
a  more  extended  improvement  would  take 
pUce  in  the  exchange.    He  had  to  state. 


besides,  that  the  price  of  gold  bullion 
falling.  These  were  facts  that  compietel  jr 
refuted  what  had  been  advanced  so  confi- 
dently on  the  other  side  .during  the  de- 
bates on  the  Bullion  question. 

He  proceeded  to  contend,  that  the  con- 
duct of  this  country  towards  America  had 
been  uniformly  conciliatory.  In  turning 
to  the  subject  of  the  repeal  of  the  Orders 
in  Council,  he  wished  to  offer  some  obser- 
vations to  the  House,  and  especially  as  to 
the  grounds  upon  which  it  was  maintained 
that  that  repeal  should  take  place.  We 
were  told  that  the  French  had  repealed 
their  decrees,  and  that  therefore  we  ought 
to  repeal  our  Orders :  but  the  duke  de 
Cadore  said,  that  they  should  be  repealed 
when  England  gave,  up  her  right  of 
blockade:  find  upon  this  the  question 
Tested.  America  also  said,  it  was  not  oor 
Orders  in  Council  that  she  wished  to  have 
repealed,  but  she  distinctly  required  of  os 
to  repeal  so  much  of  the  prior  regulations 
of  1 807  as  would  give  greater  liberty  to 
*"  er  traffic.  What,  however,  would  be 
the  infallible  consequences  of  repealing 
the  Orders  in  Council,  and  of  giving  op  the 
Licence  trade  ?  To  open  to  France  and 
America  the  trade  of  the  whole  world. 
America  would  t(ien  carry  the  manufac- 
tures of  France,  and  all  the  colonial  pro- 
duce, to  the  different  ports  of  Europe; 
while  England  would  be  excluded  from 
all  participation  in  a  commerce  which 
she  would  thus  provide  for  her  enemy. 
We  should  then  too  behold,  instead  of  a 
correction  of  frauds  and  perjuries,  ail  those 
neutralizing  gentlemen  in  our  Admiralty 
courts  again,  who  had  realized  such  large 
fortunes  on  former  occasions,  and  under 
the  operation  of  a  different  system.  The 
plan  of  the  Orders  in  Council  had  not 
been  adopted  from  any  hasty  sugges- 
tions, or  any  sudden  start  of  policy ;  a 
body  of  the  most  respectable  merchmnts 
had  attended  the  Board  of  Trade  for  the 
purposes  of  consultation;  and  most  of  the 
cabmet  ministers  had  been  present.  The 
trade  of  this  country  had  continued  to 
prosper  under  their  operation  until  last 
year,  when  it  sufi«red  in  consequence  of 
the  adoption  of  measures  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy,  which,  he  believed,  had  neTer 
been  made  use  of  by  one  nation  towards 
another.  The  conseauence  of  this  unpre* 
cedented  line  of  conduct  was  now  recoil* 
h|g  on  themselves.  In  cases  of  an  ordinary 
description,  it  did  not  afibrd  much  conso* 
lation  to  one  country,  under  circumstance* 
of  distreiSy  to  be  latisfied  that  anotbar 
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eoontry  wais  pkced  in  a  similar  sitoaiion ; 
bol  in  this  instance  there  was  a  satisfaction 
in  knowing  that  those  measures  which  the 
enemy  bad  recourse  to,  for  the  purpose  of 
inflicting  an  injury  on  us,  were  acting  with 
increased  force  against  himself.  He  could 
make  it  appear,  mm  a  reference  to  offickil 
documents,  that  the  revenue  of  France  had 
sttfiered  considerably  by  those  very  mea- 
sures. In  ]  807,  the  amount  of  the  French 
customs  was  2,400,000/.  sterling ;  in  ]  608,' 
after  ^e  issuinff  of  the  Orders  in  Council, 
it  had  decreased  740,000/. ;  and,  in  1809, 
4<K),000/.  more,  notwithstanding  a  great 
increase  which  had  been  made  in  several 
of  the  duties.  In  1 810,  it  had  again  risen 
to  2,000/X)0/. ;  but  this  augmentation 
arose  from  the  proceeds  of  the  vessels 
seized  in  the  Baltic;  it  had  resulted  from 
the  robberies  committed  on  individuals. 
The  discounts  of  the  French  bank,  in  the 
year  1810,  were  30,000,0(X)/.;  in  1811, 
they  had  fallen  to  16,000,000/.;  the  pro- 
fits in  the  fbrnker  year  were  10,000/.  {  in 
the  latter,  they  were  only  4,500/.  It 
was  thus  apparent,  that  the  profits  of  the 
French  bank  were  reduced  to  so  small  a 
sum,  that  there  was  scarcely  a  bank  in 
England,  conducted  by  private  individuals, 
which  did  not  divide  as  much.  These 
statemenu  were  derived  from  authentic 
documents,  and  from  the  same  documenu 
ii  appeared  also,  that  the  F^nch  manufac- 
tures exported  in  1810  amounted  to  fifty- 
four  millions  sterling,  with  a  population  of 
thirty  millions ;   while  we,  with  a  popula 


mittee  to  enquire  into  a  question  which 
laid  wholly  qpon  the  surface,.and  amount- 
ed simply  to  this,  whether  we  should  open 
the  trade  of  the  world  to  France  or  not  ? 

Mr.  A»  Baring  regarded  the  subject  as 
one  of  so  much  importance,  that  he  could 
not  think  be  discharged  his  duty  in  that 
House,  if  he  permitted  it  to  pass  without 
ofiering  a  few  observations.  The  quae- 
^on  seemed  to  be,  not  whether  the  Or^ 
ders  in  Council  should  be  repealed,  .bin 
whether,  from  the  general  and  evident 
distress  in  every  part  of  the  country, 
there  must  not  be  something  radically 
wrong  in  our  commercial  system,  which 
called  for  inquiry.  This  appeared  to  him 
more  particularly  the  case,  when  we  were 
told,  as  we  had  been  by  the  right  hon; 
gentleman,  that  our  shipping,  our  trade, 
and  every  thing  connected  with  them« 
\fere  in  a  prosperous  state.  'What  that 
inquiry,  however,  would  be,  to  what  it 
would  specifically  lead,  whether  to  estab* 
Ksh  the  hct  that  the  Orders  in  Council 
had  completely  failed  in  their  original 
purpose,  whether  they  were  radically  bad« 
or  whather  the  licence  system  had  arisen 
from  them,  was  for  the  rature  consider** 
tion  of  the  committee  moved  for  by  his 
honoarable  and  learned  friend.  For  him« 
self,' he  had  no  hesitation  in  stating  it  as 
his  opinion,  that  our  first  deviation  from 
the  strict  line  of  sound  policy,  was  when 
we  issued  those  Orders,  when  we  listened 
to*  the  bravadoes  of  France,  and  fettered 
and  interrupted  neutral  commerce  by  our 


tion  of  only  twelve  millions,  exported,  in  ^  Retaliatory  system.  We  had  struck  at  AmC' 

the  same  jrear,  to  the  amount  of  fif^*slx '^^ "" — ^■''"  —  *^"^    -1.-^:.--— 

millions  sterling.  Had  it  not  been  for 
these  Orders  in  Council,  however,  now  so 
much  decried,  we  should  have  been  coun- 
teracted every  wher»— they  had  been  and 
still  were  our  only  protection.  He  would 
ask,  in  reply  to  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman who  had  so  strongly  condemned 
the  licence  trade,  as  employing  foreign 
seamen  and  vessels,  and  which  he  describ- 
ed  as  proceeding  from  the  Orders  In  Coun- 
cil, in  what  manner  our  trade  was  to  be* 
carried  on  ?  It  would  be,  in  his  opinion,  a 
deplorable  trial  forowrmanufiEicturers  were 
we  to  suspend  all  trade,  all  commerce, 
vrbile  we  were  endeavouring  and  contend- 
ing far  the  admissioA  of  British  ships-  into 
the  porta  of  the  continent.  Considering, 
therefore,  as  he  did,  the  Orders  in  Council 
to  be  a  measure  of  sound  policy,  and  ma- 
nifest utility  to  the  countr;^,  he  shoold-cen- 
clude  with  exjpressing  his  anxious  hope 
that  the  House  wonM  not  go  into  a  com- 


^ 


rican  commerce,  and  we  had  substitated 
for  it  a  French  commerce,  which  the  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  must  well  know. 
He  decidedly  condemned  the  sort  of  neu- 
tral trade,  if  it  might  be  so  called,  which 
was  now  carried  on ;  and  if  it  were  possi« 
ble  to  substitute  an  American  carrier  for 
those  sham  neutral  carriers^  he  thought  it 
would  be  highly  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country,  an  opinion  which,  he  believed^' 
none  would  be  prepared  to  deny.  In  ex- 
amininff  whether  our  Orders  in  Council 
had  failed  or  not,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  consider  what  was  the  professed  object 
of  their  institution.  We  were,  at  that  ' 
time,  carrying  on  a  good  trade;  but  a 
neutral  was  also  carrying  on  a  good  trade, 
and  we  hoped  that  our  Orders  in  Council 
would  suppress  that  neutral's  trade,  and 
transfer  it  all  to  ourselves.  Had  such 
been  the  case,  however?  We  had,  indeed, 
put  an  end  to  the  trade  of  the  neutral,  but 
had  wa  got  it  all  for  onrselves?  We  bad 
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noU  Ti^  mmi  of  gratprng  policy  M 
been  d€flB«ie<i»  ai  i(  ^»ys  wasi  and  ai  H 
a1f?^^4  Qugbt  tQ  be*  Tbo  ngbt  bpn*  i^n- 
tUmap  adoiiUeci  (bat  Qut  uade  with  Norib 
Am^ica  bad  fallen  olt  bat  tben^  a^  a  lort 
4>f  coupterbalaQce,  b«  BMiD^iqad  that  put 
4rada  to  tba  whole  pf  that  quarter  of  the 
globe  bad  increaaed.  Tbere  waa  a  fal- 
lacy in  tbis  argument  which  he  wmiUI 
l^oin(  oat.  It  should  ha  (CBiemberedi  that 
whefi  tbe  Uoited  StaM  reraxpar|^  the 
naaufactiices  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
Spanish  aolooies  «a  were  at  war  wjth 
6pain>  and  therefora  they  did  vaa  be«M»fit» 
a«  a  neutral  state*  ia  carrying  on  a  hind  of 
^mpggUqg  trade  for  ni  with  those  placat. 
When  we  came  to  peane  with  Spain*  tboro 
was  no  foas  tbfU;  America  could  rival  us 
in  these  markets.  Tho  general  increase 
with  regard  to  the  other  perls  of  Ameraoa* 
arose  fii^m*  whnl  want  to  the  Braails,  and 
irhich  foonesly  went  thioegb  Lisbon*  hot 
which  was  now  cooTevad  dkept  bom 
England,  Ho  h|d  looM  ahn  iwlo  iW 
amonnt  of  oxpom  to  Spanish  Amorieo 
Aram  the  United  States  in  1807*  and  bo 
^und  Ihat  they  did  not  foiie  amonni  lo 
cme  million  sferting. 

^ncb  had  been  mid  by  the  right  bon. 
gentleman  aboni  tlm  e&ot  which  the  so* 
peal  of  the  Ovdars  in  Council  wesiM  bavo 

?%  ibe  manu^MsMires  and  commerce  of 
rance«  Ha  wes*  however*  thesongUy 
toovinced  in  his  own  miod*  of  the  sonn^ 
peas  and  accuracy  of  his  boa*  ond  leomod 
friend's  assertion*  tbat  there  was  a  decided 
bostiUty  in  f  be  pinsent  rnlav  of  Francis  to 
all  commerce*  and  to  the  OMgaess  of  all 
manofactores.  He  wonld  be  aUe  to  r«. 
^ve  coilon  from  America*  said  the  right 
bon.  gentleman*  if  tboso  Otdem  in  Ooun^ 
cil  were  repealed.  But  wby  did  be  noi 
now  receive  cottoA?  There  was  noibing 
in  the  present-state  of  those  Ovders*  as 
modified  by  the  Order  of  April  l)tO«* 
which  pievienled  America  irom  igoiag  to 
Liege*  to  Flanders*  &c.  witb  bar  jprodneo. 
If  it  were  a  question  of  manumGloctnf 
competHion*  however*  thn  mannf«pta«ing 
ioteresu  of  England  had  nmro  to  fear*  for 
there  was  more  real  danger  to  them  ia 
Ibe  manufactures  of  Maasacbnssets*  tban  ia 
all  the  maau&ctnres  of  the  Freacb  em- 
piStt.<^lbey  weire  not  spncubttiTe  bot 
nsal;  they  were  rismg  cbily  into  ems- 
neace*  and  if  the  preaimt  system  was  not 
put  a  stop  to*  they  would  soon  attain  to  a 
baigbt  wbieb  no.  cbange  of  moasuses 
ooaid  rednce.  it  would  sucpcisn  many 
pecsoaa  to  loaai  to  what  extent  mannfao- 


turea  4)«4  inw^«lM  io  Vtw  Epglaad* 
Tbey  had  the  advanMgo  of  po^seaiing  tb« 
raw  H^aiiKial^  wA  they  h^  begun*  aU 
ready*  to  expert  the  ^st  article  of  mn^ 
aufitc^ure,  cotton  twist.  This  be  knew 
with  cnruinty;  hf  hnew  tbat  a  cargii 
of  it  had  been  sent  tp  th^  Paluc.  Thert 
was  OTory  reason  to  appf?hf n4  t^nob  tbna 
with  ihe  foeilitifs  which  Am^ripa  poa^ 
sessed*  with  a  papuUtion  which,  with  i^ 
ea^oeplioii  of  giieat  towns*  yf^  asthi^fc  ao 
in  this  eountry,  she  would  speH  ba  ab^c  to 
supplv  the  soiuhern  pw*  of  thai  connpeni 
witli  her  laenttfactares*  if  the  present  syak 
tem  was  per»ev«r«d  in*  fjspeciaUy  wnsi* 
deripg  the  eaiBmess  <^f  conwaoicatioPf 
tha  total  absence  of  ooqimerpia)  resif ainte« 
and  the  want  of  a  Board  of  Tradf  ^  di* 
ract  hor  eommofcial  ep^w^Jm-  He  was 
partiotlarly  aoziaas  to  ii9pre§s  apvop  tbo 
attemion  of  Mw  Houso*  ap  opinion  whi^b 
ihe  strongly  asaintaified*  tbat  as  cpinpo^ 
\titOK8*  the  suhl^)^  ^"^v^r^  wwa  W9^ 
|dan|ffero«<  ¥>  4lo  mannMwfi^  of  ^^^ 
Uoo,  tkm  thofiie  <if  France  ^  and  if  ibo 
r^l  boa.  gentleaaan  w^  ainoarely  ofva^r 
ioaa  fiw  the  pro^mity  of  o^r  mam^n 
tqrav*  and  wished  to  ascure  th^ni  from 
snccMisM  composition^  it  ww  to  thai 
onavlBr  ho  should  4inml  bia  mM  eariona 
tbof^ta^ 

In  advartinff  to  wha^  hafi  ^?teoiaetated 
by  tha  right  beii.  gentlemM  aa  apvoof 
that  ear  Qrdars  in  eouncil  had  ««fta^y^ 
affected  the  intesaats  of  {{raprni*  he  ihaPfbl 
that  the  customs  of  that  cc«mlry  tom^ 
hMt  a  voiFy  insig«iioant  past  af  iM  f ai^ 
mm.  Dut*  ti^fova  oven  the  dimimHioa  of 
those  cuatoma  was  reoaiTa4  «a  a  criiiesloni 
It  woaMhoweU  if  tho  Hghl  hoo*  t^eaide-. 
m«A  9ould  mj^  tpty  ^n#  liho  a  ealoala^ 
tmn  of.  what  a^ifht  ha  the  yahie  el  tha 
qonfiscs^ns.    If  these  w^t^  einunaKafead» 


and  they  oitf  bt  to  be  sOk  the  di^eooe  ho 
apprehended  would  bva  gvaat  ooaipai)wjl 
with  ihat  wbich  !¥>«  ^Wtvedi  %fid  ho 
could  not  dismiai^  this.  cPMiAonlMA^  tha 
operation  of  the  Ordam  in  QanoeiH  with-, 
out  oonfeming  ibat  they  had  foeyW^^ly 
&iled  in  orecy  pojmt  of  view*  Thn  oaiy^ 
semoda^  waa  a  vapeaJk  of  thorn  i  aa4  thia 
ei(;istenGo  of  a  rei4  iMsatral  wmMk  do  aw  v 
those  trichaandr  f^aodaso.jns^y  eqmpja>a>i 
ed  of,  a«4  abo  the  neoamiAy  ot  a  pratemik 
ed  neutral  who*  i^  ^c^  wwk  a s^anon^.. 
Tha  right  hon.^  genilemanb  io  tbo  comosa 
of  bi&  speeoh*  hsfi  gone  inMiaooaaidefn*. 
timt  of  Um  aneatMa  botuMen  Amttigsk  and. 
tUs  ooaatsy*  6>i^  the  pnipoaoof  wdicatiai^ 
the  Briiisbk  goiHN^mn^iM;*^^   tta  4id  nm  pm^. 
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fDior  geaemlly  ittto  tba  sQb)t<H,  ia  il  f? »$ 
not  idiiuediatfly  before  the  Hoosf,  but 
one  p^  of  U  r^uif  e4  «Mft#  obnanrati^a. 
Tbeve  wero  many  ge|it)om«li  m  tba^  HoiMt 
Wbo  coQGOited  in  a^fnUting  thai  it  would 
be  well  to  <:oDeiliattt  Ameri^i^  by  sepei^liBg 
M^  obaoxions  Ordercb  but  wbo  tbriMil^ 
bo^\  thfi(  concewiion  became  en  opinion 
prf  vs^iled.  an4  wbtcb  was  fostered  by  tbt 

f^yeruqient.  tbat  America  bad  eondvi^ted 
erself  fo  bengblily  and  so  nrrogaoily* 
tbiit  it  would  be  quite  derogatory  to  owr 
miitional  bononr  to  conciln^te  l)er  by  tfiese 
pieant  whi?b  sbe  required.  Tk^  foqi^red 
^gm9  fjiplenelion*  Tbe  question  new  at 
iasue  between  tbi9  eounlry  and  Aneriea 
bad  no  reference  te  the  cirigin  of  tbeee 
decrees ;  but  whether  we«  haying  pro<* 
Bkised  tp  repeal  our  Qrdere  whenever  the 
f re^ofa  deerees  were  repealed^  aofb  n  r^ 
pfal  of  tbQ9e  decrees  M  actnutiy  taken 
place  as  «kgbt  ^aU  upon  n«  ftjr  the  f«Mt« 
ment  of  our  pledge— and  wbelfcev  Ame-t 
Ne«  had  ur§^  her  elauns  npien  this  snb* 
je^t  in  aueb  an  elfensHte  Kiauney  a«  re* 
qnired  from  as  a  Yigilanee  e^r  cmr  an* 
Uonal  honour*  whiub  wight  prefenl  «e 
fjEoes  sucrificin«  it  to  her  arrogance.  With 
fegard  te  the  ftrst  iopie>  he  had  read  the 
epj'reBpopdenee  between  the  AmetioMa 
und  English  goYenmenW  and  i%  ai^peavad 
feem  that  cowesponduuee  ^t  Ameticu 
qeiwidered  France  as  hawig  aetually  r»» 
pealed  her  decrees.  Our  otifectien  wai» 
firsW4hat  the  repeal  was  e^y  rowditiewil, 
^amely^  tbat  Fiance  ouoeenled  to  repeal 
her  decrees,  provided  that  we  lepeaM 
oar  Orders  in  Council ;  undsecondly*  thai 
il  was  not  m  Mo,  as  she  eontfa»ned  to  prao* 
tise  her  continental  syateaa.  He  eaiw» 
howeuer,  no  objectiep  to  the  node  of  tUe 
repeal  France  egveed  to  rescind  her  de- 
crees, provided  alwu3»i  *•*  ^^  **  »way 
onr  system  of  blockade ;  and  in  the  oor* 
reepondence  bf  tween  Mr.  Feele?  and  Mr. 
Monroe,  il  seemed  to  be  perfcdiy  midep*> 
stood  that  the  blockade  should  eeaie. 
Suppose  we  bed  begun  ftrsi;  we  might 
hnf  e  justly  said  to  America,  we  wiU  re* 
p#al  enr  Orders  im  Council,  but  ranember 
that  we  cunsent  to  do  so  upon  ^  distiaoi 
conation  that  F^enoe  sImU  dim  repeal  hot 
<|scveee.  TbenaetuibeseeosidoliSiectieskt 
thai  the  repeal  wae  net  perfed  wUeh 
suMMsd  tob^ihesntyct  of  dispntci.  the 
part  weebiected  to  wm,  muse  their  jarge«, 
the  denetionaliaing  qfetem;  bnl,  m  pmof 
of  the  compiete  repeeli,  the  Amettcene  nfr 
teundlfagt  UwehadhneHMinsiaMnef 


confiscation  since  eu  that  ground.  Cap* 
tuies  there  had  beep,  butnocofifiscatians; 
and  this  was  not  contradicted  by  Mn 
Foster,  ulthough  he  stated  the  duty  of 
neutrals  to  be  to  force  France  |o  bring 
trade  back  H>  iu  former  state*  Wha|» 
hewu^er,  ha  chieily  wished  \o  impresf 
upon  the  attention  of  the  House  was,  nol 
so  much  whether  these  decrees  had  beeu 
repealed  or  not,  as  thut,  if  the  House  sbonld 
be  disposed  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  our 
commercial  situation*  nothing  had  been 
doue  ou  the  pert  of  the  American  ffovemr 
mept*  so  arrogantly  ur  so .  haughtily,  thel 
we  might  no|  enter  dispassionately  upon 
the  discussions  pending  between  the  two 
natiopa.  With  regacd,  indeed^  to  the  be* 
liff  of  thf  repeal  professed  by  America*  it 
was  no  more  than  the  oMrcise  of  common 
courtesy  between  onei^on  and  another. 
Suppoae  we  had  b^un,  foe  instaiMQe*.  in 
repeaUug }  what  should  we  have  tboughl* 
i&  when  we  had  notified  pur  repeid  of  thn 
Orders  in  Council,  Aowrica  had  distfusted 
onr  deelaratioi^  and  had  sa^l  she  would 
wnit  fef  o^enc^  wnit  till  we  giwe^  proof 
thai  W4  bad  roally  repealed  ^m  f  Shu 
bad«  in  fi^  opiiy  confided  in  the  F^en^nh 
go^ernmeu^  U*  on#  indepei^d^  na^ioti 
ought  to  confide  in  auother.  -^ 

The  right  hon.  guntleman  had  t9lk?d  o( 
owr  maritipie  rights  hemg  iwuUod,  wA 
that  vsas  a  cry  whicb»wbanever  raisodi 
w^ld  alwaya  rouse  fi^ui^  of  iud^gni^tioi!^ 
in  the  country*  He  should  be  sorry  to^ 
witness  aiq^  imprcfier  iusensibUit^  ou  thiji 
importmit  subject  but  bofore  raising  thf 
cry,  il  was  ii^portant  to  consider  thf, 
justice  of  It  Our  maritimu  rights  wurot 
great  words  for  a  toa^l  at  u  puUic  iwim 
at  alltimea;  hntwben  used  aa  ^fST^ 
rauently  beeiVi  ha  should  e^qpeetat  leuat  tf» 
hear  the  meaning  of  such  a  flourii^.  Tb(^ 
thr^e  points  reforring  to  this  topio  wqiru« 
Ist,  the  impreasment  of  seamen:  $Wy« 
the  vule  of  wuK  of  175Q ;  and  M\y^  iS% 
Unckude.  Ameriou,saidt  that  thf|.cuio^<^ 
11 S6  wau  not  consonant'  to  tho  Uw  of  nar 
timw;  but  yot  aha  had  fd^ttpd  tp  itii^ 
operation,  which  had  not  cana^  any  veqr 
serious  discussions.  Ai  to  the  case  qf  this 
setuienb  ahe  mi  that  it  was  u  very  gifent. 
hardship  t»  huve  her  ships  stopptd  on  the 
sene»  mA  thta  saeo  taken  ou^,  yet  sha  had 
submitted  to  it,  making  ondy  comyteinti^ 
hotnojtretaliationa.  ItwasunqqestionafaJ^ 
u  g#uat  hardship*  but  it  vrus  a  clawn>  hn 
netted,  that  under  all  the  circumsM^M 
of  owr  uhV#on  w«  could  noi  safelf  gite 
og^   Aitolbi^^Mii4^ftU^  ^soimvon* 
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dtnceof  Messrs.  Foster  and  Mortroethe^ed 
that  there  was  an  agreement  on  that  point 
by  their  defining  a  blockade  to  be  such 
as  must  be  made  with  an  adequate  force. 
There  was,  therefore^  in  those  points,  no 
'  dispute  of  a  nature  to  bring  from  America 
language  which  she  had  not  held  at  all 
times,  and  under  all  circumstances.     The 
claims  of  America  on  Florida  he  thought 
as  unjustifiable,  as  the  conduct  of  Buona- 
parte to  other  nations,  or  of  any  governor 
of  the  East  Indies  to  the  nabobs  in  that 
q  uarter .    Here  we  we  re  certainly  j  ustified 
in  our  opposition.  The  present  system  of 
our  trade  was,  to  render  our  whole  com- 
merce with  Europe  a  system  of  •licences, 
which  encouraged  frauds  to  a  shameful 
degree.     Formerly  the  intention  of  a  li* 
cence  was  to  prevent  injury  to  the  go- 
vernment ;  but  now  it  went  to  direct  and 
contronl  merchants  in  their  own  business. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  said,  that  the 
Irauds  were  not  increased  by  the  lieences ; 
but  it  was  very  difficult  to  believe  that, 
when  licences  had  increased  from  1,600 
lo  1 8^,000  a  year,  the  increase  of  frauds  did 
not  keep  pace  with  them.    Tlie  scene  had, 
indeed,  now  shifted.    Formerly  neutrals 
vrere  persons  living  at  En^den  and  other 
places ;  now  they  were  persons  -setting 
out  hence  under  the  hnmediate  sanction 
of  the  government,  on  a  sort  of  Quixotfc  ex* 
pedition  to  all  parts  of  Europe  with  fabri-^ 
eated  papers  and  forged  passports.    But 
setting  aside  the  morality  of  the  question, 
the  business  itself  was  most  ill  conducted. 
Why  could  not  trade  in  general  be  ren- 
dered subject  to  some  general  regulation, 
instead  of  to  this  partial  system  of  licences  ? 
He  could  not  perceive  any  great  objection 
to  such  a  measure,  if  well  considered.    If 
Ac  House  would  still  persist  in  their  support 
of  the  whole  system  of  Orders  in  Council 
and  licences,' he  yet  thought  that  it  would 
be  most  proper  to  go  into  a  Committee, 
were  it  only  to  see  how  th<iy  f:oiA6  be  g«- 
neraliised  for  the  advantage  of  trade.    He 
considered  it  almost  impossible  to  select 
any  number  of  competent  persons  out  of 
the  House  who  would  not  be  of  opinion, 
that  the  system  ou^fat  to  be  materially 
changed ;  and  concluded  by  expi^sing 
his  decided  concurrence  in  the  nnotkm. 

Mr.  Stephen  regretted  that  any  discu8« 
sion-should  have  arisen  on  the  subject  of 
our  present  situation  with  America,  a  rup- 
ture with  which  power  he  ws^  most 
anxious  should  be  avoided,  and  he  watf 
sorry  the  last  hon.  member  had  not,  on 
this  subject,  Mtowed  tiw  ezampk-heW 


out  by  the  opener  of  the  debate,  but  bad 
on  the  contrary  gone  out  ^  his  way  after 
topics   connected  with    an  apprehended 
war.     He    should  himself  endeavour   to 
avoid  any  deviation  of  this  kind  as  much 
as  possible,  and  shovld  touch  only  on  sach 
points  as  might  be  necessary  for  placiag 
the  present  qnefttion  in  a  fair  point  of 
view.     What  was  the  proposition  now  be- 
fore the  Ho{ise  }  Instead  of  being  a  mo- 
tion for  repealing  the  Orders  in  Council^ 
it  was  a  proposition  for  amalgamating  into 
one,  all  the  contradictory  opinions  on  the 
subject.      It  embraced  the  usual  pariia* 
mentary  expedient  on  all  such  occasions* 
being  a  motion  for  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  trade  and  manufactures  of  this 
country,  especially  in  as  far  as  respected 
the  Orders  in  Council,  and  the  LiceDce 
trade.    This  was  very  indefinite  indeed : 
First,  as  to  the  Orders  in  Council.    What 
Orders  in  Council  ?  Was  it  en  the  whole 
Orders  in  Council  ?  Was  it  intended  that 
thci  committee  should  take  into  their  con- 
sideration the   whole  volume  now  lyioff 
before  him  ?   As  well  might  his  hon.  md 
learned  friend  ttiove  for  a  committee  te 
consider  the  Statute  book.     He  would  not 
quarrel  with  the  phraseology  of  the  mo- 
tion if  it  were  explicitly  understood,  but 
did  his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  passing 
over  the  Orders  in  Council,  January  and 
Noveotber  1807,  which  were  modified  and 
so  far  superceded  by  the  Order  in  Councii 
of  April  1 809,;  mean  to  confine  his  inqmy 
to  that  Order  in  Council ;  or  did  he  mean 
to  extend  it  to  the^  Order  in  Council  of 
Novembfer  1810,  which  went  to  interdid 
the  coasting  trsMlc  of  the  continent?  He 
was  at  a  loss  to  know  which  he  meant; 
because  the  hon.  member  who  spoke  last 
expressly  s^id,  that  he  would  never  con- 
sent to  repeal  this  Order  in  Council — that 
he  would  neter  consent  that  France,  even 
through  the  means  of  America,  should 
have  the  carrying  trade  of  Europe,  or  ra- 
ther of  the  world.    The  hon.  and  learned 
mover,  too,  if  he  understood  him,  seemed 
himself  to  agree  that  the  only  Order  in 
Council  in  question  was  that  of  April  J  809. 
Before  the  House  camer  to  a  vote  on  this 
subject  then,  was  it  not  necessary  to  see  le 
what  the  question  was  directed  ?  Was  it 
meant  to  transfer  to  a  Select  Committee  of 
that  House  the  -whole  of  the  foadieaa 
which  properly  belonged  to,  andconhl 
akme  be  exercised  by  the  cabinet?  Was 
it  meant  thai  it  shoukl  be  delegirted  to 
them  to  determine,  not  if  our  manofec- 
tnren  were  in'distress|  bat,  if  a  neotral 
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power,  (tbe  only  one  probtbly  now  left) 
^   because  situated  in  another  part  of  the 
world,  was  to  be  permitted  to  carry  on  all 
the  trade  of  the  world  ?   Was  this  com' 
mittee  to  decide  on  all  qoestions  in  which 
Ibis  country  was  interested,  commercial  as 
well  as  political  ?  If  all  this  was  in  the 
contemplation    of  the  hon.  and  learned 
mover,  he  was  satisfied  there  could  be  no 
person  who  must  not  be  startled  by  it. 
For  a  committee  so  constituted  what  were 
the    grounds  ?    He  had  heard  the  hon. 
and    learned  mover,  and  also   the  last 
speaker,  state  the  great  distress  of  the  ma« 
nufacturers  of  the  country,  and  the  gene- 
ral  opinion   that    there  was  something 
wrongs  as  reasons  for  the  appointment  of 
this  committee.     No  attempt,  however, 
had  been  made,  that  he  had  heard,  to  de- 
duce   this  from  the  Orders  in  Council. 
Had    they  attempted  to  shew  that  the 
Orders  in  Council  had  had  the  effect  of 
producing  this  evil,  or  that  their  repeal 
^ould  core  it  ?   He  had  heard  a  glowing 
and  eloquent  detail  of  the  distresses  of  the 
manufacturers  of  this  cou  ntry,  but  no- 
thing to  shew  that  they  arose  from  the 
Orders  in  Council.    Documents  had  been 
called  for  to  prove  the  distressed  state  of 
pur  commerce    and  manufactures;    and 
those  very  documents  we  were  now  called 
on    to  reject,  because .  it  appeared  from 
4hem,  that  down  to  the  last  year,  not  only 
was  our  commerce  prosperous,  but  that  it 
was  in  an  unparalleled  state  of  prosperity. 
When  those  documents  were  in  favour  of 
bis  hon.  and  learned-  friend  he  relied  on 
their  evidence,  when  it  was  against  his  ar* 
gument,  he  discredited  it.— In  considering 
the  general  effect  of  those  Orders  in  Coun«t 
cil,  it  mun  be  recollected,  that  before  the 
Order  of  1807,  our  trade  had  been  pro- 
strated, » and  totally  failed.    In  August, 
September,  and  October  of  the  year  1807, 
no  less  than  70  or  80  vessels,  that  had 
taken  out  cargoes  for  the  continent,  were 
obliged    to  apply  to  the  Custom-house 
for  leave  to  reiand  them,  on  account  of 
the  total  stagnation  of  trade.  This  shewed 
that  tlie  export  trade  of  the  country  had 
failed  before  those  Orders  in  Council  could 
have  any  operation.     In   the  two  years 
]  607  and  1  SOS,  taken  together,  the  amount 
of  our  exports  was  but  29  millions  and  an 
half,  and  that  of.  our  imports  ^6  millionR 
and  somewhat  less  than  an  half,  and  yet 
in  the  two  following  years  of  1809  and 
IS  10,  the  trade  had   increased  so  much, 
that  the  exports  were  5 1  millions  and  an 
half,  and  the  imporu  47,900,000/.  Itthere- 
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fore  clearly  >  appeared  from  those  returns, 
that  under  the  operation  of  those  Orders 
in  Council,  our  trade  had  very  much  in* 
creased  instead  of  declined.  Those  who 
first  supported  the  Orders  in  Council  never 
had  predicted  that  they  would  entirely 
and  completely  counteract  the  system  of 
the  enemy ;  whereas  those  who  opposed 
them  had  predicted,  that  they  would  oc* 
casian  the  total  ruin  of  our  trade^  both 
with  the  continent  of  Europe  and  with 
America.  By  these  returns,  however,  it 
appeared,  that  even  the  trade  to  the 
United  States  of  America  was  not  injured 
by  them,  insomuch  as  the  exports  of  the 
years  1809  and  1810  to  the  United  States 
exceeded  the  exports  of  the  two  former 
years  to  the  value  of  about  a  million,  and 
the  exports  of  the  years  1809  and  1810 
to  the  whole  of  America,  exceeded  the 
exports  of  the  two  former  years  by  nine 
millions.  If  a  committee  were  to  be  ap- 
pointed, he  did  not  know  what  better  au- 
thority they .  could  go  upon  than  thig 
printed  report  of  the  inspector-general  of 
the  customs.  Against  such  a  document 
as  this,  he  thought  the  private  information 
of  a  few  individual  merchants,  howeyer 
respectable,  would  not  be  sufficient  to 
carry  the  committee  over  to  their  opinions* 
If  such  a  committee  were  appointed,  they 
would  have  before  them  gentlemen  of  dif* 
ferent  sides :  some  deeply  connected  with  v 
the  American  trade,  and  entertaining  na- 
turally certain  prejudices  in  consequence 
of  this  connection ;  while  other  gentle* 
men,  connected  with  the  trade  to  the  con* 
tinent  of  Europe,  would  have  prejudices 
of  an  opposite  nature.  He  must  own,  that 
he  could  not  anticipate  any  thin^  from 
their  discordant  opinions  and  conflicting 
prejudices,  which  would  in  any  degree- 
reraoye  the  distress  from  the  country,  or 
give  relieve  to  the  manufacturers  of  Vork- 
shire.  After  the  question  had  been  con- 
sidered in  itsxH)mmerpial  beariiu^s,  it  must, 
afterwards  be  considered  aa  amcting  the 
belligerent  powers;  for  well,  indeed, 
might  America  and  other  nations  charge 
us  with/directing  our  policy  on  principles 
of  sordid  avarice,  if  we  were  to  calculate 
a  question  of  this  importance  to  the  trade 
of  the  world,  solely  on  the  ground  of  profit, 
or  loss  to  ourselves.  If  the  gentlemen 
merely  relied  on  the  fact  of  distress  exist-  y 
ing  in  the  country,  he  would  ask  them,  >/ 
had  they  forgotten  that  there  was  great 
distress  in  1807,  and  that  there  were  riots 
at  Manchester  and  other  places,  in  con- 
s^queaQO  of  this  distress,  before  the  Order^ 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1195]  HOVn  OF  COMMONBli     ». Bm%kmti Umlm HhiHig e» tie      lllSO 


in  OoQiicit  had  been  paSMd)  9» 6n  then, 
from  hit  cottceiting,  thai  the  Ordert  ooffhi 
to  be  rep^led^  because  there  were  rmt 
and  disturbances  at  Nottingham,  and  other 
places,  he  should  draw  an  in^rencedi* 
rectly  opposite.  If  the  mannfacturers 
did  not  know  the  prolperity  of  their 
trade-— for  he  beliered,  that  it  was  the 
great  prosperity  of  oor  trade  in  1809 
and  1810  which  occasioned  much  of 
the  present  distress,^-that  would  not  be  to 
his  mind  a  sufficient  reason  for  repealing 
those  Orders.  If  he  were  called  upon  to 
assign  a  reason  for  the  distress  now  felt, 
he  should  attribute  a  great  part  of  it  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  year  1810,  to  which 
there  naturally  followed  a  year  of  less 
prosperity,  in  which  the  manofacttirers 
Who  had  not  the  same  full  employment  as 
in  the  preceding  year  felt  distress.  When** 
erer  there  was  an  extraordinary  demand  for 
our  manufisctores,  extraordinary  exertions 
Were  made  to  meet  it,  and  the  price  of 
wages  was  raised.  If  the  demand  did  not 
continue  to  increase,  or  if  it  slackened,  it 
was  obyious  that  some  distress  must  be 
felt.  It  was  well  known  also,  that  great 
losses  had  been  sustained  last  year,  owing 
to  adrerse  winds  and  conseduent  captures 
of  our  convoys  in  the  Baltic,  where  no 
Orders  in  Council  prerailed.  Was  the 
J  House,  then,  to  rtsoWe  upon  a  committee, 
^  merely  to  raise  in  the  mmds  of  the  starr- 
ing manufactureiii,  or  rather  to  confirm  in 
their  minds  an  opinion  which  had  been 
artfblljT  raised  from  wicked  motiteft,  that 
an  their  distresses  were  owing  to  the  mts« 
conduct  of  their  own  goremment,  and  not 
to  the  barbarous  policy  of  Buonaparte, 
V  Who  violated  all  the  laws  of  ciViHised  na- 
tions, for  the  purpose  of  injuring  them  ? 
The  hon.  and  learned  mover  had  dwelt 
much,  and  with  great  force,  on  the  frauds 
and  perjuries  connected  with  the  system 
of  Licences.  It  must  be  observed,  how- 
ever, that  the  system  of  Licences  was  a 
•object  quite  different  from  the  question 
of  the  Orders  in  Council  themselves;  but 
it  would  not  be  contended  that  those 
frauds    or   perjuries    which    had    been 

!3oken  of,  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the 
istresses  of  our  manufacturers.  He  was 
iorry  to  bear  such  a  subject  introduced, 
and  he  was  sure  that  no  man  held  in 
greater  abhorrence  than  he  did  the  prac- 
tice so  eloquently  reprobated  by  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend ;  but  it  would  not  be 
said,  that  our  export  trade  was  diminishing 
in  consequence  of  those  frauds,  for  it  was 
well  known  that  it  was  only  trjr  masking 


the  property  that  British  manufactures  ot* 
produce  oouM  find  their  way  upon  ih^ 
continent    Whateter  consequences,  hotr-^ 
erer,  might  follow  fiom  the  necessity-   oP 
carrying  o6  our  trade  by  licences,  tbea^ 
consequehees  Were  quite  unconiiected  vritft 
the  question  of  thi  Orders  in  Council. 
There  was  no  m^im  in  the  law  of  nationi 
more  constant,  fixed,  and  inflexible,  than  j 
that  no  trade  eoold  be  carried  on  with  nn^ 
enemy  but  by  a  licehce.    This  pHncipfe 
was  so  perfectly  establifthed,  and  so  tie« 
cessafy  to  prevent  treasottible  and  inipro* 
per  intercourse,  that  it  Was  never  departed 
from;  and  he  himself  had  heard  it  detor^ 
mined  in  the  court  of  Appeal,  that  undef 
no  circumstanees  Ooitld  the  trade  with  an 
enemy  be  allowed,  except  by  virtoe  of  a 
special    licence.    Our  enemy  had  now 
possessed  himself  of  almoit  the  whole  of 
the  continent  of  Europe ;    and  he  wooM 
ask  gentiemen  sincerely,  were  they  pre- 
pare to  abandon  all  trade  to  the  continent 
of  Europe  on  account  of  thoae  objections  in 
point  ot  morality  which  had  been  stated  by 
the  hon.  mover  f  He  felt  himself  perfectly 
ready  to  meet  any  statesman  upon  this 
ground ;    and  he  really  believed  that  he 
vrould  find  few  who  had  weakness  enough 
to  think,  or  hypocrisy  enough  to  assert, 
that  the  whole  trade  with  Europe  ought 
to  be  abandoned  on  account  of  the  immo^ 
rality  or  the  frauds  necessarily  practised 
in  carrying  it  on.    If  the  hon.  gentiemeii 
oA  the  other  side  did  not  wish  to  give  up 
the  trade  to  the  continent  of  Europe,  (and 
he  was  sure  they  did  not,)  he  thought  that 
they  were  bound  to  Jtate  by  what  aoesis 
Ihey  vrould  propose  it  to  be  conducted 
without  thoae  frauds  and  immoralities  of 
which  they   complained.    Although  he 
had  been  ofren  taunted  by  an  hon.  gentle^ 
man  opposite  (Mr.  Whitbread)  with  beiofl^ 
the  parent  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  ana 
foeKng  a  partiality  for  them  on  that  ac- 
count t  yet,  as  to  the  system  of  licences, 
he  was  not  the  author  of  that,  and  had  no 
prepossessions  to  indulge  in  ito  favour.    If 
the  geotiemen  on  the  other  side  could 
point  out  any  ^ray  in  which  the  trade 
could  be  conducted  without  licences,  he 
was  read  to  listeo  with  the  utmost  atten- 
tion to  their  plan,  but  he  wai  not  prepared 
to  say,  that  it  might  be  right  to  reject  alto- 
gether those  palliatives,  and  adhere  to  th« 
strict  inexorable  rule  of  the  Orders  jA 
Council.    The  hot  was,  that  the  ^venn 
ment  was  much  importuned  fot  licence! 
by  the  merchants.    The  object  of  the 
licences  was  to  protect  their  fCMlt  (rM 
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Srilisbi^savetandcoiidMnnacioBs;  fork 
was  by  other  meant  that  they  ealcokted 
Ml  eviiding  the  contiDenta)  Mjtttem,  and  in- 
troducing their  merchandize.  At  the  de« 
l^reei  of  Buonaparte  were  direccly  agnnst 
this  trade«  it  was  neceMary  to  deceive  oar 
enemy  in  his  own  ports ;  and  this  decep 
lion  conld  be  practised  only  by  masking 
the  property  in  soch  a  manner,  that  it 
aboald  appear  to  be  neutral,  and  not  com- 
ing within  the  scope  of  those  deereea. 
Without  licences,  our  merehants  caleu* 
feted  on  evading  Boonapartf^s  continental 
iyatem  ;  but  licences  were  necesaarj  to 
protect  them  from  the  eflfeet  of  our  own 
maritime  system.  As  to  the  forging  of 
papers  and  French  Consul's- certificates  of 
origin,  he  was  convinced  that  neither  this, 
Bor  shewing  false  colours  to  the  enemy, 
would  be  supposed  so  serioes  an  immora« 
Iky  as  to  make  us  consent  to  abteidon  all 
our  trade.  At  this  kind  of  trade,  govevn* 
ment  certainly  connived,  w4ien  licetices 
were  granted ;  and  be  believed  that  tlM 
Immorality  of  deceivW  our  enemy,  end 
evading  his  unjust  and  barbarous  decvees, 
MOtwithstanding  all  that  had  been  urged 
by.  his  hon.  and  learned  fiiend,  would  not 
Induce  the  House  or  the  country  to  eay 
shait  the  export  trade  to  the  contMent  of 
Europe  ought  to  be  abandoned.  If  it  were 
to  be  carried  en,  he  believed'it  must  be  by 
modes  somewhat  similar  to  those  in  which 
it  had  hitheno  been  carried  on ;  and  if  H 
evere  abandoned  on  the  alleged  eonsidera^ 
tioB,  the  ruined  and  starving  manulae- 
turers  of  this  country  would  hardly  know 
liow  to  appreciate  such  a  reinement  in 
moralky.  If  the  Orders  of  Council  were, 
liowever,  to  be  entirely  done  away,  and 
the  Americans  were  allowed,  wkhoMt  mo- 
lestation,  to  carry  the  eugars  of  Cuba  into 
France,  and  the  manufactures  of  GervMnr 
into  South  America,  while  the  drttim 
trade  was  subject  to  the  French  ^^rees, 
•till  there  must  be  (as  had  been  eaid  wil^ 
"respeet  to  the  existing  system)  -forgery  mi 
the  origii^,  and  perjury  and  fraud  ki  the 
"conclnsioa  of  the  transactions.  The  Ame- 
iflean  captakis  must  swear  that  the  foods 
^ere  of  American  manufacture,  and  4he 
H^orrespondenoe  must  be  forged  also.  He 
%y  no  means  meant  to  resort  to  die  miser- 
me  plea,  ihat  if  we  did  net  carry  on  tMs 
inAc  others  wodd.  BucA  were  not  his 
prindples.  What  he  contended  was,  that 
the  impastire  must  stW  he  practked  by 
Sritkh  eobjecu,  4>at  the  Sntifh  govern- 
ment  most  still  connive  at  k,  and  tbat<3re«t 
9fkain  mast  act  hetfuHfNtft  laAe 
(VOL.  XXI.) 


<|tterada.  Bat  Ihe  hen.  awl  learned  gen% 
tleman  had  said,  that  Bu<»apartf§  was  a  de^ 
eided  enemy  to  commerce.  He  ought  to 
have  added  a  word  to  that  sentence,  and 
said,  that  he  was  a  derided  enemy  to  British 
commerce.  As  to  his  own  conunerce,  bo 
appeared  to  have  it  very  much  at  heart* 
When  he  had  extended  his  line  of  sear 
caaat  from  France  to  the  shoras  of  the 
Baltic,  did  he  then  appear  indiflereDi 
about  the  commerce  of  his  emplrel 
Whan  he  allowed,  ae  k  was  said,  ^0,000 
seamen  to  be  employed  ip  navigating  the 
menchant^vesaels  of  the  northern  parts  of 
his  empire,  instead  of  puttkig  tliem  Oi| 
board  hu  fleet  at  the  Scheldt^  did  that  ap«- 
pear  as  if  he  was  indiffsreat  about  loomv 
merce?  Ae  to  Amerka,  it  must  be  partir 
ctilarly  recaileeted,  that  it  was  not  only 
theOrdere  in  Council  which  she  reqmre4 
of  us  to  abandon,  but  also  ^hat  whiek 
Boosaparte  ceiled  oar  new  principles  of 
blockade.  As  America  had  reqdired  hoth^ 
it  wa«  not  fatir  to  argue  now,  that  the  ror 
peal  of  the  Orders  in  Goqncil  woidd  be 
sufficient  to  conciliate  America.  As  to  the 
right  of  blockade,  the  hoiu  gentkmaii 
himself  did  not  wish  to  abandon  it  nor  ye(t 
to  throw  the  whole  trade  of  £nrope  into 
the  hands  of  America,  while  ere  ware  ex^ 
cksded  from  it.  With  respect  to  what 
had  been  said  about  arcogance  of  tape  im 
the  correspondence  heM«^een  the  two  coma* 
tries,  he  did  njat  wish  atpresentto  make  an 
observation  onihesubjeot,aiid  behopedtliat 
that  consideration  might  longbe  postponed. 
He  did  not  wii^  to  «Mke  any  observatiips 
upon  the  stile  of  the  correspondence,  ef 
on  any  mmpr  points,  bi  order  to  pra^ 
serve  peace  and  friendAip  wkh  Ameiic^ 
he  would  consent  to  any  sacrifice  that  wai 
oonsistoatenth  the  coonnerciai  exiMenol 
of  the  country,  or  with  our  means  of  o|i 
peeing  the  great  and  almoit  overwheJoif 
ing  power  of  the  cooamoa  enemy.  Nia* 
thinff  appeared  to  him  more  to  be  depoa^ 
cateq  than  that  anation  allied  to  us  inW* 
gfuage,  in  common  origip,  sn  btlntsand 
manners,  and  above  al|  ki  liber^,  shookl 
favourlhe  enemies  of  all  liberty,  and  lift 
up  a  parricidal  hand  f^amst  the  freedom 
ot  Che  -world — agmnst  thatfi^eedom  ftr 
which  tfha  had  eo  obstinately  fought,  an^ 
which  was  now  her  boast.  He  allowed 
that  thk  country  aow  stood  on  too  high 
grounds,  irom  tlie  Tictorias  which  ahe  had 
obtained  by  landaswoH  ashy  sea,  tolteva 


Dtamedoy 
iflopposed 


that  in  t^  concessions  which 
ahe  miffht  nmke  to  America,  ^  was 
actuated  liy  any  bat  IheaoUeitfiaotiv^ 
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Sbe  stood  higher  itill  froa  Ihe  geotfotiiT 
of  her  oooduct,  and  her  opposing  herteif 
ai  the  bulwark  and  safeguard  of  all  nations 
which  the  ambition  of  the  enemy  sought 
to  conqoer  or  destroy.  If  it  were  possible 
.  to  conciiiate  Aiaerica  without  the  destruc- 
tion of  our  commerce,  or  without  deprtv- 
.  ing  ourselres  of  the  means  of  carrying  on 
V  the  War  with  France*  he  thought 4hat  there 
could  be  hardly  any  sacrifice  too  great  for 
such  an  object;  but  if  the  means  of  pro- 
secuting  the  war  must  be  thrown  away  to 
satisfy  America,  he  never  could  consent  to 
iu  The  country  might  as  well  ask  a 
peace  of  Buonaparte  at  once.  With  these 
▼jews  of  the  subject,  it  was  his  firm  opi- 
nion, that  the  distress  which  was  spoken  of 
did  not  at  all  proceed  firom  the  Orders  in 
^  0>uocil ;  and  he  could  not  consent  to  ap- 
point a  committee,  which  he  thought  could 
not  possibly  do  any  good. 

Mr.  Brougham  rose  to  explain.  An  in- 
sinuation had  dropped  from  bis  hon.  and 
learned  friend  in  the  course  of  his  speech, 
as  if  he'was  a  person  who  felt  impatient 
at  any  reflections  being  thrown  on  the 
Ft-eocb  emperor.  He  was  not  a  little  sur* 
prised  at  such  an  imputation,  which  was 
totally  unfounded  on  any  thing  he  had 
ever  been  in  the  habit  of  saying,  or  had 
uttered  that  night.  His  hon.  and  learned 
friend  must  have  completely  misconceiTod, 
Sknd  therefore  misrepresented  him. 

Mr.  Stephen  denied  having  any  intention 
of  Jthrowmg  such  an  imputation  on  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend.  But  he  ceruinly 
mderstood  him  to  have  expressed  disap- 
probation of  the  warmth  with  which  tne 
conduct  of  the  French  emperor  had  at 
times  been  spoken. 

Mr.  Bnmgham  again  observed,  that  he 
had  been  misunderstood  by  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend. 

Mr.  Gnmn^  said,  that  having  forborne 
to  press  himself  on  the  attention  of  the 
House  in  competition  with  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman,  [Mr.  Canning  and 
Mr.  Stephen  had  risen  at  the  same  mo- 
ment, but  Mr.  Canning  gave  way]  whose 
•peech  the  House  had  recently  heard,  he 
felt  the  disadvanta^  under  which  he  rose 
.  aCt^r  the  speech  or  that  hon.  and  learned 
/  gentleman,  in  which  he  had  introduced  so 
much  and  such  variety  of  matter  not  con- 
nected with  the  subject  of  discussion,  if 
he  should  endeavour  to  bring  back  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  dry  question 
won  which  they  were  assembled  to  dedde. 
He  had  listened  to  that  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  with  all  that  attention  and  de- 


ference which  he  was  ever  ready  to  pay 
to  what  fell  from  him,  but  more  partica- 
larly  upon  a  subject  with  which  he  bmd 
the  reputation  of  being  peculiarly  con- 
versant. He  had  listened  to  him  even 
with  still  more  deference,  because,  he  waa 
free  to  confess,  that  all  the  knowledge 
which  he  himself  possessed  upon  such 
subjects  was  derived  from  bis  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  if  he  might  be  permitted 
so  to  call  him.  But,  if  he  recollected 
aright  the  principles  which  he  had  derived 
from  that  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  be 
must  say,  that  in  his  speech  on  that  night 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  appealed 
to  have  forgotten  all  that  he  had  formerly 
so  strenuously  mamtaine^*  His  hon.  and 
learned  friend  had  omitted  much,  but  in 
imuch  of  what  he  had  stated  he  seemed  to 
have  forgotten  that  the  Orders  in  Conncil 
were  first  resorted  to  as  a  mode  of  retalia* 
tioii,  and  not  as  a  measure  of  commercial 
(rivalry.  On  an  occasion,  such  as  thai  af- 
fordea  by  the  motion  under  consideration, 
he  had  expected  that  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  would  have  distinctly  and  demon- 
stratively laid  down  all  the  principles  on 
which  the  conduct  of  the  Bntish  govern- 
ment could  be  iustified  in  having  adopted 
and  maintained  the  Orders  in  ConnciL 
This  course  was  the  rather  to  have  beeii 
expected  on  the  part  of  his  hon.  and  learn- 
ed friend,  because  the  principles  upon 
which  he  had  always  considered  the  Or- 
ders in  Council  to  rest  and  to  be  justifiably 
had  that  night,  for  the  first  time  dince  their 
adoption,  been  shaken  by  the  speech  ik 
\the  right  hon.  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  which  seemed  calculated 
to  show  how  these  Orders  had  succeeded 
as  a  measure  of  commercial  rivalry,  rather 
than  as  the  dignified  retaliation  of  one 
belligerent  upon  another.  If  the  question 
had  been  what  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
had  expected  it  would  be-— what  throu^- 
out  the  ^eater  part  of  bis  speech  he  hkd 
argued  it— and  what  in  the  remainder  he 
never  ceased  to  lament  it  was  not»— he 
should  perhaps  not  have  felt  much  diffi- 
culty in  concurring  with  him  in  the  greater 
part  of  what  had  fallen  from  him  on,  the 
occasion ;  but  if  be  understood  the  motion 
submitted  to  their  consideration  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  opposite,  they 
|were  not  called  upon  to  decfcle  whethec 
.the  Orders  in  Council  ought  or  ought  not 
■to  be  repealed,  but  merely  to  go  into  a 
jcommittee  to  iuauire  into  the  state  of  the 
(manufactures  and  trade  of  the  countrr 
imtb  reference  to  tboae  Orders.    His  op& 
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nioit^  of  the  Ordert  was*  upon  this  mvwl/ 
better  tbant  that  of  his  hon.  and  teamed 
friend.  lAf  shoeld  vote  for  the  committee, 
because  be  thought  enquiry  covld  not  in- 
jare  those  Orders  according  to  their  tme 
original  nptrit  and  import.    For  his  own 

Eart,  he  snoald  freely  own,  that  as  Ikr  u 
e  cottid  foresee  any  effect  of  this  inqetry 
upon  his  mind,  he  wu  persuaded  that  he 
shoold  come  ont  of  the  committee  with 
pecisely  the  same  opinion  respecting  the 
Orders  in  Council,  as  that  with  which  he 
would  go  into  it.    But  it  had  been  asked 
by  his  non.  and  learned  friend,  as  it  had 
been  before  asked  with  something  like  in- 
.  Ikntile  simplicity  In  another  place,  what 
Orders  in  Council  were  meant  to  be  in* 
quired  into?    He  knew  not  how  far  that 
amiable  ignorance  had  been  assumed,  or 
how  for  it  was  really  unafiected,  but  sorely 
bis  hon./ and  learned  friend  could  hare 
little  difficulty  in  determining  what  was 
meant  by  the  Orderi  in  Council  referred 
to  in  the  present  motion*    In  January  of 
the  year  1807,  the  goyemment  preceding 
that  of  which  he  became  a  memoer,  issued 
sin  Order  in  Council,  professedly  retalia- 
tory on  the  blockading  decree  on  the  part 
of  France,of  the  November  of  thepreceding 
year.     In  November  1807,  the  govern* 
ment  of  which  he  became  a  part,  issued 
another  decree  upon  the  same  principle, 
only  somewhat  more  enlarged  in  its  ap- 
plicaticrn  and  extent.    And  in  April  1809, 
Orders  in  Council  were  substituted  inr  the 
place  of  the  former  two ;  and  these  were 
the  edicts  which,  professing  to  be  retalia- 
tory, the  Hght  hon.  the  Vice  Pre^dent  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  had  affirmed  not  to  be 
retaliatory  edicts. — For  these  Orders  in 
Council^  so  far  as  he  had  been  connected 
with  their  adoption>  he  was  ready  to  take 
bis  full  share* of  responsibility.      What 
Offers  truly  were  meapt?    Why,  they 
were  the  Orders  in  Council,  which*  until 
be  had  heard  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
g«ntlemaB  (Mr.  Rose)  that  night,  he  had 
sJways  looked  upon  as  retaliatory  upon 
the  enem^,  which  had  been  so  understood 
in  eyery  instance,  until  the  Vice  President 
<yf  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  contradiction  to 
cYery  statement  which  had  hitherto  t>een 
giTen  to  the  public  on  the  subject — in 
contradiction  to  every  document  in  office 
rcfpecting  these  l)rder^-in  contradiction 
to  erery  communication  which  he  (Mr. 
Canning)  had  made,  and  every  dispatch 
writun  in  his  official  character,  ezplana- 
totj  of  their  nature  and  spirit— in  con^- 
i^lion  to  CTery  speech  which  had  been 


made  in  parKauMnt  in  defence  of  tbem^ 
had  thought  proper  to  represent  them,  not 
as  measnrei  retakatory  open  the  enemy, 
bat  as  meamres  of  self  defence.  Self  dn- 
fence  but  not  Maliafeory  I  In  this  sen* 
tenee  he  should  like  to  hear  mnlained  the 
adrersatiTe  force  of  the  particle  ^  bntf'* 
as  it  stood,  he  co«M  not  understand  lt» 
Retaliatory  but  not  self  defenstve,  did 
leave  an  opposition  that  admitted  of  ez« 
planation;  but  as  it  otherwise  stood,  he 
dkl  not  nnderstand  it  He  denied,  liow* 
ever,  that  they  were  in  their  original  adop- 
tion meant  to  be  other  tnan  retalialo^« 
Retaliatory  and  not  self  defensive  I  If  it 
were  otherwise,  then  were  those  Orders  tn 
be  tried  on  other  gronnds;  and  then  wonM 
he  call  upon  one  civilian  to  defend  them 
on  the  mere  principle  of  theur  beinc  a 
great  commercial  regulation*  if  they 
were  to  be  m  no  larger  a  sense  retalia- 
tory than  as  self  defonsire— if  they 
were  not  to  retaliate  directly  against  tM 
enemy,  but  to  be  defensive  against  a 
rival  in  trade— 4f  thev  were  not  to  be 
belligerent  measures,  but  pwely  defen- 
sive, then  all  the  arguments  by  which 
they  had  hitherto  been  supported  would 
fail  to  apply.  He  should  no  fooger  de- 
fend what  he  had  looked  upett  as  retalia- 
tory upon  a  belligerent,  if  they  were  to- 
lose  that  character,  and  be  considered  at 
measures  of  commercial  rivalry.  He  had 
understood  these  Orders  to  rest  upon  the 
principle  of  retaliation  alone,  and  he  should 
beg  leave  to  introduce  the  few  observa- 
tions he  had  to  address  to  the  House  on 
the  subject,  by  recalling  their  atteotioa 
to  the  Order  in  which  these  measures  wera 
resorted  to.  When  the  French  govern- 
ment  had  thought  proper  to  declare  thn 
British  Islands  in  a  state  of  blockade,  it 
was  deemed  right  by  the  British  govein^ 
ment  to  denounce  to  the  world  the  in^ 
justice  of  the  proceeding,  and  to  prodaim 
its  own  right  to  retaliate,  at  the  same  time 
annoanciog  that  if  it  did  not, carry  its  re- 
Uliation  to  the  full  extent  to  which  it  wae 
entitled,  it  was  influenced  by  expediency 
only.  The  words  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil made  on  the  7th  of  January  16Q7,  were# 
"  Whereas*'  (reciting  the  Mrljn  decree, 
he)  "  such  measures  would  give  a  right 
of  full  retaliation  to  restrain  the  injuries 
of  the  French  government,  and  to  retort 
the  erils  of  iu  own  injustice,  kc"  The 
very  terms  of  this  Order  proved  that  it 
was  merely  retaliatory.  The  Order  of 
November,  1807,  referred  to  this  Order 
ofJasnwMy,  and  expreasly  declared  thai 
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Hmj  were  iaieMkd  to.''rtti6rt  vpwir  Ike 
etiemy  tiM  tioknce  vf  hisvwn  aggnniio/' 
Sooh  had  be«a  the  g«oaBdl«  tin  origrn^ 
and  the  principk  of  the  Ordtn  of  li07. 
Hit  Majastgr  hid  wadoubtedly  ihopgbfc  ii 
rigbt  to  oQalHy  lb«  prinoiplo  of  rttaliA- 
tiOD  by  too  adoption  of  a  rvaldcttoa  in  ha 
application  wbiob  amooBted  only  to  a 
liiligatioti  id  fevow  of  naiatralt*'  Thti 
»Higltion  of  the  eMandod  principlo  Bhow*^ 
ed  the  dosire  of  bit  Majeiiy't  gororaiBonl 
to  oonfioe  tbo  evfil  to  tbo  enemy^  and  if 
OBy  part  of  it  tbould  foil  upon  aoiitrmla, 
it  waa  the  enemy  alone  tbot  was  respoiH 
aiblo  for  it.  Where  the  operation  wu 
oobflned  to  retalimion,  the  eril  to  tiM 
iMitral  was  only  incidenul  tboogh  not 
to  bo  avoided  t  it  was  a  coDse^oenco  to 
be  regretttd^  but  the  measores  from  which 
it  resulted  were  forced  open  the  British 
gofommoat.  If  at  any  tiase  it  shoold 
appetir  that  these  Orders  did  not  retort 
bis  aggression  open  the  eneaoy,  bot  ope* 
T«te«l  ■ololy  to  the  injury  of  the  neutrals : 
if  eTOn  the  British  gov^emroent  shook! 
oppoiir  to  ho?e  interfered  to  relief^  their 
pressure  open  the  enemy,  they  ^onid 
^bnd  upon  far  different  prtoeiples  fmm 
those  upon  which  he  had  supported  tbom» 
ond  would,  in  bis  opinion,  be  tery  proper 
objects  for  examination  and  revisioK.  It 
was  obvious,  that,  when  a  coosidorable 
<4iange  had  been  produced  ki  the  aima* 
tkm  of  Eorope,  by  the  transactions  in  the 
peninsula,  as  well  as  by  other  events  on 
the  oontident,  the  Orders  of  1807  were 
ftiond  to  be  no  longer  applicable.  This 
ohange  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  Orders 
of  April  1809,  which  converted  the  larger 
hlockade  under  the  preyioos  Orders  into 
a  oaore  limited  blocKode,  rendering  that 
Which  was  retained  more  rigerons,  as  to 
the  poru  of  France  and  Italy,  and  ««- 
envpttng  the  ports  of  the  north.  This 
explanation  of  the  Orders  of  1807  and 
1809,  was  his  answer  to  the  oeestkm  ^ 
his  hon.  and  kamed  friend :  dvese  wene 
Ibe  Orders  which,  as  he  onderstood  tbe 
qoestion,  the  bom  and  learned  tDOver 
wished  to  haVe  referred  to  a  Soloct  Com^ 
ittitt«e»  for  the  porpose  of  asceitaii^,  as 
the  chhnge  of  cironni^ances  between  ia07 
And  1809  had  rendered  m  alteration  of 
tbe  Orders  of  the  former  year  necessary. 
Whether  any  chioge  had  taken  place 
since  1809,  which  would  call  Ibr  any 
further  alteration  at  tbe  present  Booment 
The  changes  which  he  had  understood 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  toallode 
^  won  tm  ta^mmi  hoi  iammd,  «• 
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awaro  tbalai 
on  soeh  sab|eou  ao  the  4»* 
tiosMO  of  Baannfaetoffos  and  tride  w#«M 
not  bo  any  reBsody»  God  knew  it  eookl 
not.  For  his  owa  part,  ho  did  aot  timk 
that  these  distresses  wore  aOribotable  ta 
the  Orders  in  CounoH,  nay>  he  migfaa 
perhaps  bo  of  opinion  that  tlieae  Onlem 
were  CaloUated  to  prevtnt  thcmt  boa 
still  it  was  impossible  for  that  Hooeo  M^ 
shut  their  eyes  to  Ao  iaspfesston  wistck 
prevailed  throughout  tbe  eoontry  on  thuo 
sobjectt  They  were  aware  of  the  fepro* 
sontatioM  that  had  been  and  would  bo 
made  to  them*  They  most  feol  a  Mi 
convictiott  of  the  oxtsienoe  of  disooatonti 
thronghont  the  country^  and  this  wry 
obvioosly  suggested  the  expodionoy  oif 
a  parmmeotary  laqoirv,  which  might 
satisfy  the  public  mind  as  to  tbo  moI 
groonds  of  the  distress  whith  was  foli» 
and  show  that  no  part  of  it  waa  a  oowso^ 
^■oe  of  the  Ordeis  in  GoonciL  Notkuny 
was  mora  common  than  whan  diatremas 
were  felt,  to  assign  them  to  some  ostansi 
ble  cause :  this  was  the  fallacy  nssopara* 
hie  ftom  homan  nature.  Evils,  the  soarco 
of  which  were  not  vkiblo,  wore  gonorally 
ascribed  to  measores,  the  operetioii  of 
which  was  not  fully  known,  and  no  maxim 
was  more  fiilse  in  itself,  thoogjh  mora 
generally  applied  than  thiS'  ■*'Feat  hoe 
eiifo  propter  hoc''  The  hon.  and  ieam» 
ed  genthrmaa  who  brooght  fawid  this 
motion,  had,  in  hn  sp^ch«  whtoh  was 
not  more  remarkable  far  al>ility  than  (in 
comparison  with  the  answer  that  had  bostt 
given  sa  it)  Ibr  moderetion,  had  cosmectad 
with  this  subject  another,  which*  in  his 
mind,  had  no  eonnection  whatever  with 
it  That  hon.  and  learned^gentknMm  had 
argaed  the  qaestion  of  tM  Ordore  in 
Council  as  connected  with  the  system  of 
Uceacea*  Against  any  each  cunnnssaa 
bo  arast  forcibly  protest.  The  Ordere  in 
Oooncil  micht  be  established  withont  any 
system  of  liconoes,  awd  the  ayalefli  of 
Mtncvs  might  be  caivied  to  tbe  foil  oito» 
Isnft  to  which  it  had  boM  •oarriod  withool 
tho  Orders  in  Oooncsl  having  been  )mo« 
vioasly  to  exisisiice,  or  both  assght  hn 
co-oxiiMent  without  ony  nLiissmj  oon^ 
nection;  and,  indeed,  the  bast  posssW^ 
because  tbe  most  iodispotablo 
evidence,  that  they  had  no  mUMiWy  < 
nection,  was  tbe  £fect,  that  wimre  tha 
Orders  in  Coencil  dkl  «iot  operate,  ibara 
the  Licence  trade  exisiod»  and  orharaaim 

£$t«m  of  Ucencea  was  in  adiviiy^ 
I  Qidoni  in  CaaMil  <id 
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W^vtertr  ni^l  be  the  mUcbitft  Ibert*. 
A>re,  of  Um  liceafe«»  the  Orders  in  CouiMi]« 
be  would  n^iitaiii.  wore  gailUoM  of  it. 
Wfaea  he  ooiuWerod  the  impresiion  wbicb 
proTtiled  in  tbe  country,  be  waf  not 
prepared  to  oppoie  the  motion  for  an 
inquiry,  whatever  might  be  his  feelings, 
if  the  ben.  and  learned  member  in  the 
first  instance  were  to  propose  to  repeal 
the  Orders  in  Council.  If  the  House 
were  to  refer  tbe  sabject  at  all,  be  was 
inclined  to  think  that  the  whole  should 
be  referred.  Tbe  Orders  in  Council  be 
beliered  bad   been    beneficial;    but   of 


tbe   advantages   of  the    system   of   li-  /stroctife  for  actual  blockade,  there  sbcwld 


cences  be  hiKl  his  doubts :  but  be  would 
not  presume  to  prejudge  the  ^estion. 
£ome  gentlemen  seemed  to  look  at  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  as  nnpre* 
cedented  and  alarming ;  but  be  could 
discover  no  ground  of  apprehensiott 
in  aoch  a  measure.  It  was  usual  in  that 
House  to  appoint  committees,  whether 
genehtl  or  select  (he  preferred  a  select 
committee),  to  inquire  into  the  slate  of 
trade,  into  the  distresses  of  tbe  mano- 
fadures,  and  into  tbe  circumstances  of  the 
cooraierce  of  the  country.  It  was  not  w- 
usnal  either  to  briug  such  questions  again 
belbre  the  House.  Even  the  Orders  in 
Council  had  in  the  first  instMice  under- 
gone a  fuller  discussion  than  any  meaeure 
of  trade  bad  previously  bad  in  parliament. 
If  eighteen  months  after  they  had  been 
•riginally  adopted  they  required  revision 
and  alteration,  the  period  that  bad  since 
elapsed  oiAfbi  have  produced  changes 
which  vrottld  render  a  further  modifica^ 
lion  necessary.  Wkh  respect  to  tbe  4is* 
contents  which  were  known  to  exist,  he 
w«Qld  ask,  wouM  it  be  nothing  to  pro- 
nounce foy  a  vote  of  a  committee  rather 
than  by  speeches  in  that  House,  that  they 
wore  ttoS  attributable  to  the  Orders  in 
Comicil,  which  would  continue  to  be  be- 
nefieiai  if  j»ted  up  to  according  to  their 
iiut  principks  ?  Would  ii  be  notbinc,  if 
licences  hnd  not  led  4o  the  disferessts  Ith, 
to  banrethat  poini  supported  by  the  report 
#f  a  oomicHatee,  and  sanctioned  hy  the  con- 
narmt  opinion  of  that  Housed  WonUst 
be  amsbiiig  4o  sobmtt  all  these  points  to  Iba 
teat  «f  opinion,  and  to  bava  Am  eabnle 
naattar  aioettaincd  by  esaminntiibs  and 
«tonfinned  by  experienced  Tha>CQnsadei»> 
'ind  pancipaUy 
laiemeai  atf'ifoe 

Veee-Preaidtnl 

^tkt  fiaai3  «f  IWada,  abat  tbe  Ocdenan 
<hwcil  Iran  nm  aataUaftofy  mfm  4im 


nallad  bim  up  eras,  she 
•^fat  bon«  geml0niaa,jtfae 


enemy,  butmeasureaofeommefeiat  rividryf 
with  America — (Cry  of  No,  no!)  So  hi 
bad  understood  the  right  boo«  gentleasant 
and,  if  that  were  the  case,  it  would  be  na* 
cessary  to  bring  back  tbe  Orders  in  Coam 
cil  to  tbe  original  principles  upon  which 
they  bad  been  originally  establiibed^ 
The  differences  were  these,  we  coutendk4 
that  Buonaparte's  nominal,  inefiectaal, 
and  inefficient  blockade  gave  us  the  righl 
to  blockade  all  his  dominions,  wa  aecord* 
ingly  put  France  in  a  state  of  constructive 
blockade ;  but  when  we  did  so,  we  did  no| 
contend,  that  when  we  substituted  cofi* 


belong  any  privilege  to  tbe  constructive 
blockade  which  was  not  fairly  compre^ 
bended  within  the  ordinary  privileges  of 
actttiJ  blockade.  If,  for  instance,  we  bad 
a  port  of  war,  in  an  actual  state  of 
blockade,  we  should  have  a  right  to  stop 
all  neutrals  from  conveying  Uieir  gooda 
into  that  port;  and  why  ?  MQause  peace 
being  generally  tbe  interest  of  all  nations, 
belligerents  had  a  right  to  make  the  prea* 
sore  tall  as  heavily  u  they  could  upon  the 
enemy,  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  bim 
into  terms ;  and  thus,  the  neutral's  temper 
rary  inoonvenience  was  made  a  party  in 
working  his  permanent  benefit  by  expe« 
diting  a  general  peaoe.  Here  then,  under 
tbe  actual  blockade,  you  take  nothing 
firom  the  enemy,  and  yon  do  not  suffer  tb« 
neutral  to  convey  bim  any  thing.  Apply 
this  te  tbe  constructive  blockade.  The 
Berlin  decree  gave  us  a  right  of  blockade* 
France  and  all  bar  vassal  ports  were  under 
constructive  blockade ;  but  whAe  tbe  bel» 
liferent  muter  that  constructive  blockade 
kept  out  an  neutrals,  surely  be  could  have 
no  right  io  trade  with  tbe  enemy  himself^ 
(Hear,  hear!)  Vattell  had  laid  it  dowA, 
that  in  such  case  4be  belligerenl  eouU 
not  so  relieve  bimself  and  the  enamy,  H 
tbe  ftspence  of  tbe  neutral.  Tbe  Ordcita 
of  April,  1  SOD,  were  so  for  foam  impedM^ 
tbe  right  of  the  neutral  to  ibe  profit  of  ihe 
that  they  miiigaiad  the  matrapnti 
Iha  neutral  Ao  ihe  sajwy  of  the  mfir 
my;  Ahat «ras. ibey joeairicNid nbe esbMail 
of  tbe  blockade,  wbUa  tbey  agfr^ratad 
jsa  atnctness.  Ue  contandnd,  tbarefoeti 
that,  under  this  Order,  the  meal^  had  a 
sill^  to«ampAaia>  ifnnder  snA  Order afan 
bad  been  debarfad  trom  4hat  trade  wbicb 
the  Mliflaanafc  aa  iMdubitiog  bar  tod  bea^ 
mU  iadalged  ia.-^3!beffe  was  nn  tinstanKn 
sn  hsstary  ^coverfaiaUgr  noaarbus  im  Iba 
ivarsaf  Lam  14,  iwhfla  in  aiianae  n^ 
flenwAwaie 
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ttme  result^  bat  opon  the  feurdi  day,  the 
party  seeking  the  licence  got  another 
frienf 


in  the  Netherlands,  #bicb  he  intended  ai 
t  prefent  for  the  Dutch.  The  town  wai 
hard  preited  and  on  the  point  of  yielding, 
when  taddenly  the  besieged  seemed  to 
haTe  got  new  socconrs  and  a  brisk  i&re 
waa  re-opened  upon  the  assailants.  It 
was  soon  discofered  that  the  Datch  had 
iold  them  ammunition ;  and  how  was  this 
difierent  from  the  absurdities  of  that  mode 
of  blockade  that  would  establish  a  trade  to 
fapply  the  enemy  with  weapons  against 
ourselves  f  If  Franca  be  ready  to  burst 
with  a  plethora,  were  we  to  say,  ♦*  come, 
we'll  bleed  you**  ?  Or  if  she  was  about 
to  faint  for  a  supply, — "  We  are  the  pro- 

ter  persons  to  relieve  you''  ?  Was  this, 
e  asked,  the  mode  of  conducting  a 
blockade  ?  So  far  from  this,  he  was  for 
giving  the  Orders  in  Council  a  full,  un- 
limited, unmitigated  vigour  of  operation, 
restoring  them  to  their  first  spirit,^  and 
working  them  upon  their  first  principles. 
Were  he  called  upon  to  state  definitively 
his  opinion  of  what  he  conceived  the 
Orders  in  Council  should  be,  he  could  not 
do  it  more  fully  than  by  saying  that  they^ 
were  most  perfect  as  they  approached  to- 
wards a  belligerent  measure,  and  receded 
from  a  commercial  one  (Hear,  hear!)  Let 
them  have  for  their  object  the  pressure  and 
distress  of  the  enemy,  for  the  purpose  of 
compelling  him  to  listen  to  terms  of  ac* 
commodatton;  and  not  for  the  narrow 
policy  of  wringing  temporary  concessions 
from  him,  with  which  they  might  go  to 
bis  own  market 

With  regard  to  the  Licence  trade,  that 
was  a  subject  upon  which  he  had  but 
little  information  or  knowledge,  and  he 
should  therefore  be  very  concise  in  his 
observations  upon  it.  The  fault  he  im- 
puted to  this  system  was,  first,  its  tepdency 
to  produce  convulsions  in  the  course  of 
irade,  which  were  injurious  to  commercial 
interests  generally ;  next,  as  these  licences 
were  occasionally  granted  or  withheld, 
there  was  no  uniform  principle  upon  which 
men  could  square  their  speculations. 
That  they  were  the  source  of  considerable 
losiet,  he  admitted  was  not  to  be  attributed 
to.govenunent,  but  when  so  many  thou- 
aands  were  granted,  and  so  many  refinied, 
•Qch  losses  must  be  the  altimate  conse- 
^pience.  An  instance  had  been  lately 
communicated  to  him,  where  an  applica- 
tion wis  made  for  one  of  those  licencea, 
•hid  refused.  A  second  application  was 
Buule  on  a  subsequent  day,  through  the 
medium  of  a  firiend,  and  again  refused  ;  a 
third  ai^Kcalioa  waa  then  ouide  with  the 


ie|^i 


lend  to  apply,  and  was  ultimately  sue* 
cessfol.  Now,  he  did  not  blame  the 
Board  of  Trade  for  all  or  any  of  those  d^«. 
cisions ;  they  might  have  had  good  rea^ 
sons  for  objecting  in  the  first  three  in- 
stances, and  acceding  in  the  fourth. 
But  all  he  would  ask  was,  under  such  a 
system  how  could  the  regular  merchant 
act?  (Hear,  hear  f)  Upon  what  one  leas 
veering  casualty  was  he  to  calculate?-— 
That  these  were  evils  noman  could  deny; 
but  were  they  unavoidable  ?  (Hear,  hear ! 
from  both  sides.)  If  they  were,  then  they 
must  submit  to  them ;  but  if  they  were 
noty  might  not  some  substitute  be  found 
equally  efficient  and  incomparably  less 
objectionable?  (Hear,  hear !)  It  had  been 
said  we  could  not  do  without  licences ;  but 
did  it  follow,  that  because  a  few  licencei 
might  be  from  time  to  time  necessary^ 
that  we  should  therefore  have  a  licence 
trade.  One  licence  had  been  granted 
lately  at  an  inordinate  saleable  value.  This 
might-perhaps  arise  from  a  clerical  error, 
which  might  not  occur  in  10,000  licences, 
but  if  he  were  in -the  situation  of  adminis« 
tering  that  part  of  the  government,  he 
should  be  most  anxious  to  avoid  such 
errors  in  future. 

He  had  heard  of  another  instance  re- 
specting a  vessel  that  had  sailed  to  this 
country  from  a  neutral  port  with  a  cargo 
consisting  of  articles  imporuble  into  this 
country-^and  also  an  article  not  import- 
able here ;  in  the  course  of  her  voyage 
she  contrived  to  get  rid  of  the  contratiand 
article,  and  landed  the  remaining  part  of 
her  cargo  while  in  the  river  ;  the  vessel 
was  searched  on  suspicion  of  having  gold 
—no  gold  was  found,  but  the  paper  cen- 
taining  a  list  of  the  articles  comprising 
the  cargo;  in  which  the  contraband  was 
specified.  Here  then  the  merchant  could 
go  into  a  court  of  justice  and  prove  that  no 
such  article  was  assigned  to  ntm.  If  he 
proved  this,  he  hong  the  correspondent 
abroad,  and  if  he  did  noi»  be  must  abide 
by  his  penalty— now  which  was  he  to  do? 
(Hear,  hear  !)-i»These  and  a  variety  of 
other  instances  might  be  produced  to  siiew 
the  expediency  of  at  least  going  into  the 
committee.  As  to  the  general  principle 
of  the  Orders  in  Council,  he  had  endea- 
voured, to  make  himself  uoderatood*>  He 
would  not  compromise  or  qualify  them* 
but  act  upon  them,  on  the  strictest  reci- 
procity with  respect  to  neutrals,  and  un* 

litigated  blockade  as  to  IHace.     Whcii^ 
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the  enemy  wts  beginning  lo  feel  moit 
tensibly  tbeir  rigour^  that  was  not  the  time 
to  abate  it«  Had  they  been  originally  en* 
forced  against  Russia  (and  on  this  subject 
he  took  mach  blame  to  himself)  he  bcf 
lieyed  we  should  now  have  a  greater 
chance  of  bringing  her  to  terms.  As  to 
America,  he  should  carefully  abstain  from 
faying  more  than  this,  that  as  he  was  the 
last  man  who  would  lay  the  honoar  of  this 
country  at  the  feet  of  America,  so  woald 
he  be  among  the  first  to  go  far  in  the  work 
of  honourable  conciliation;  and  he  thought 
it  was  too  much  to  object  to  a  motion,  not 
4ipon  its  own  grounds,  but  merely  because 
it  might  have  incidentally  the  effect  of 
conciliating  America.  This  would  be  with 
him  but  an  additional  argument-^but  with- 
out it  he  was  prepared  to  say,  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Select  Committee  now 
moved  for  was  due  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  tim^sand  the  complaints  of  the  country. 
Mr.  Marryat  considered  it  as  a  com- 
mercial question.  That  the  boo.  and 
learned  gent,  saw  no  difference  between 
the  Orders  in  Council  and  Licence^,  he 
was  surprized  at,  for  they  were  both  of  his 
own  offspring.  By  means  of  licences  the 
British  officer  was  prevented  from  making 
captures.  There  was  a  great  difference 
in  the  species  of  licences;  those  that  were 
direct  to  France  were  very  different  from 
others,  for  they  were  reciprocal  to  both 
countries..  The  Licence  trade  abounded 
with  frauds.  There  was  not  a  consul  in 
the  world  whose  signature  was  not  forged; 
smd  there  were  men  in  London,  who,  if 
they  received  a  letter  to-day,  would  b4 
able  in  a  few  days  to  produce  two  or  three 
letters  so  completely  similar  in  hand-writ- 
ing, water-mark,  £^c.  that  he  who  had 
wrote  the  orij^nal,  coold  not  distingnish  it 
from  the  copies.    The  Americans  suffered 

Sreat  hardships  bv  the  Orders  in  Council; 
ley  were  obliged  to  send  their  ships  into 
British  ports,  and  pay  a  certain  centage, 
and  which,  if  they  did,  they  were  certain 
of  confiscation  in  the  enemy's  ports.  He 
defended  the  Orders  in  Coancil,  as  origi- 
nally established,  as  perfectlv  justifiable ; 
and  had  they  been>strictly  adfhered  to,  be 
bad  no  doubt  they  would  ultimately  have 
eflfected  the  purposes  for  which  they  were 
promulgated ;  but  he  regretted  tluit  any 
alteration  in  those  Orders  bad  taken  place, 
as  it  had  the  effect  of  benefiting  the  colo- 
nies of  our  allies,  while  it  reduced  our 
own;  as  an  elucidation  of  this,  he  in- 
stanced the  case  of  the  island  of  Cuba, 
from  whence  alone,  during  the  last  year 


[IISO 

no  less  than  220,000  hogsheads  of  sugar 
had  been  exported,  whereas  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war  the  export  of  that  coromo* 
dity  amounted  only  to  70,000  hogsheads* 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  his  Majesty's 
ministers  would  revert  to  and  adhere  to 
the  system  of  retaliation  as  originally 
adopted,  and  any  motion  which  had  this 
for  its  object  he  would  most  cordially 
agree  to,  but  seeing  no  beneficial  conse- 
quences likely  to  result  from  the  present 
proposition,  be  should  oppose  it. 

Mr.  Johutone  took  a  directly  opposito 
view  of  the  question,  considering  the  li- 
cence system  as  necessary,  but  the  policy 
of  the  Orders  in  Council  as  erroneous,  tie 
felt  himself  called  upon  to  support  the  mo- 
tion, although  he  was  by  no  means  dis- 
posed to  wish  ill  to  the  administration  of  ^ 
his  right  hoTU  friend. 

Sir  Charla  Price  denied  that  there  exists 
ed  any  munds  for  the  alleged  immorali- 
ties of  l£e  licence  system.  If  trade  was 
to  be  carried  on  at  all  under  the  present 
circumstances,  such  a  system  was  net  only 
proper  butindispensible. 

Mr.  ^t/ftec^brce  was  of  opinion,  that  whe« 
tber  the  question  was  considered  in  a  po* 
litical  or  in  a  commercial  view,  they  ought 
to  go  into  the  committee.  The  motion 
was  such,  that  all  who  had  doubts  as  to  the 
results  of  the  Otders  or  of  the  Licence 
trade,  ought  to  vote  for  it  He  was  origi* 
nally  convinced  by  the  arguments  of  his 
learned  relative  (Mr.  Stephen)  of  the  jua- 
tice  and  policy  of  the  Orders :  bnt  now 
that  there  existe4  great  discontent,  whid^ 
^as  attributed  to  the  injurious  e&cts  of: 
those  Orders,  no  conduct  could  be  wis«r 
for  parliament,  than  to  meet  the  discontentr 
by  inquiry,  and  shew  to  the  people,  thal^ 
whether  their  complaints  were  founded  or 
not,  they  should  at  least  be  attended  ti^ 
and  that  they  should  see  that  they  undM** 
went  a  solemn  investigation*  If  it  wm 
true  that  the  Orders  had  been  advantag*^ 
oustothe  country,  then  their  adVocatei 
could  not  fear  in()uiry,  for  it  would  only 
display  their  justice  and  expediency*  Tba 
people  of  Ensland  had  good  sense  eooci^ 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  result  of  iovtstigt* 
tion,  if  it  could  be  fiairly  proved  that  tha 
Orders  in  Council  were  beneficial  to  their 
trade.  They  would  then  ascribe  tbnr  die* 
tresses  to  the  evils  inseparable  firom  all  hffh 
man  systems  in  time  of  war.  Heinaktoi 
on  the  immoralities  of  the  Licence  trader 
and  said  he  was  as&niahed  to  hearanJheo. 
baronet  denying  tbeir  existenct*  Hb 
then  argued  on  the  contracted  i^ftnre  of 
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the  Orders  knd  the  Licence  trade.  Thei^ 
inconsistency  alone  was  ground  for  en* 
qtiiry .  One  system  tended  to  restrain,  the 
other  to  relax;— one  to  starre,  the  other 
to  feed;-«one  denied,  the  other  gate 
away,  ahhongh  both  were  the  measaret  of 
the  same  go?ernment,  and  were  adopted 
Against  the  same  enemy.  Another  reason 
for  the  committee,  and  one  which  shooM 
stand  high  in  the  consideration  of  all  who 
wished  well  to  the  country,  was  the  state 
of  oar  relations  with  America.  It  was 
wM,  there  were  hot  slender  hopes  of  re- 
maining at  peace  with  that  power.  Were 
ttot  those  Orders  in  Council  one  of  the 
iHiiises  of  contention  between  the  Ameri* 
tans  and  os  ?  Did  it  not,  therefore,  be^ 
i  <frtn»  tis  scrionsl]^  to  inquire,  whether  the 
^midation  of  this  system  complained  of 
by  America  was  a  proper  one,  in  such  a 
ideKcate  litoation,  to  be  continued  ?  He 
would  vote  fbr  inquiry.  An  opinion 
against  the  Orders  was  not  necessary  to 
Tote  as  he  did.  It  was  quite  enough  that 
doubts  were  entertained  as  to  their  bene- 
ficial efficacy  to  warrant  any  one  in  yoI- 
ing  for  the  motion. 

The  Chanctllor  ff  Ae  Btchtquer  said,  that 
lie  did  not  rise  to  object  to  this  motion 
from  any  apprehension  that  he  entertained 
'of  enquiry,  confident  as  he  was  that  the 
Vlistresses  of  the  merchants  and  manuiac- 
ttrers,  which  had  been  ao  strongly  alluded 
^  on  the  other  side,  did  nota!l  arrse  from 
iSttt  Orders  in  Council ;  but  he  objected  to 
1^  inquh-y  because  it  was  not  calculated 
.to  wcJduce  any  poswble  benefit.  He 
V;oaid  noft  agree  with  his  bon.  fViend,  tfho 
Ibad  just  sat  down,  thfat  it  wouM  be  etpe- 
iKent  to  go  into  tWs  inquiry,  if  it  iRrere  far 
4l0  oCher  purpose  bat  to  shew  that  no  in« 
qurry  at  all  were  necessary.  He  was  not 
taurpriaM,  however,  at  his  son.  friend  sup- 
^oningit,  because  it  waslbatspecies  of  mro- 
^<yn  which  generally  met  with  bis  appro- 
bation ;  indeed  ttie  motion  was  framed 
*with  a  riew  to  catdi  his  bon.  friend,  and 
tfastt  description  of  gentlemen  wbo  mfgfht 
1>e  called  floating  votes.  He  wan  aor- 
prised,  however,  mt  what  bad  fallen  from 
vit  right  bon.  friend  (Mr.  Canning)  upon 
this  occasion.  If  bis  right  bon.  friend 
vras  of  opinion,  and  he  was  sure  be  was, 
that  the  Orders  in  Council  were  not  only 
;}astifiable,  but  absohitely  necessary,  if  bis 
irt^bon.  friend  (bought,  and  be  was  sure 
%be  did,  that  the  distresses  of  the  manufac- 
-torer^,  which  had  been  broofht  forward  as 
*lSie  gromds  of  the  present  motion,  did  not 
wiyt  froBilbtOrtmiaCaoiidl,  he  ahod 


have  thought  that  his  rij|rbt  bon.  fHeml; 
entertaining  such  sentiments,  would  hsnr^ 
been  one  of  the  last  men  in  the  House  t^ 
barefiTenhiasupportto  a  motion  for  inqai* 
ry.    There  was  one  cihrumnance  whi^b 
had  occurred  in  the  present  debate,  wbich 
had  never  occurred  before,and  upon  wbich 
he  could  not  avoid  congratulating  hinuelf. 
Although  gentlemen  had  represented  th^ 
Orders  tn  Council  as  impolitic,  and  aa  pro- 
ductiva  of  great  injury  to  this  country; 
not  one  of  tbem  bad  this  night  comended 
that  the  principle  upon  which  they  were 
founded  was  uAjust.     He  wished  to  press 
this  upon  the  House»  because,  upoa  former 
occasions,    the  injustice   of  the    Orders 
in  Council    bad    been  strongly   urged, 
and  it  was  highly  sratifying  to  him  to 
find  that  that  line  of  arguoietft  was  now 
abandoned.    The  Orders  in  Council  were 
therefore  now  to  be  argu^  merely  as  a 
question  of  policy,  not  as  a  qoestien  of 
justice.    He  could  not  bdp  expressing  a 
wish  that  gentlemen  had  always  pursoed 
that  counie— if  they  had,  they  would  not 
have  led  America  to  believe  that  we  were 
not  only  acting  hoatilely  towards  our  ene* 
my,  but  that  we  were  conducting  ourselTes 
vpon  unjust  pmeiples  towards  the  United 
States.    He  never  could  see  much  force  in 
their  arguments,  but  there  eouM  be  no 
doubt  but  that  they  bad  produced  a  coosi^ 
derable  eiect  in  America.    His  right  bon. 
fnend{Mr.  Canning)  had  said  that  it  vras 
absnorrd  in  his  bon.  and  learned  friend  (Mr. 
Stephen)  to  ask  whicb  of  the  Orders  in 
Council  it  was  they  were  findnig  ftudt 
with,  but  be  contended  that  the  questioA 
was  a  most  material  one.    The  bon.  and 
learned  gentleman  who  had  opened  this 
discussion,  and  who   b»l  declaimed  so 
strongly  against  the  Ordeiu  in  Conndt 
bad  yet  deSmded  the  Order  of  ie07.    it 
was  therefore  most    material   to  toov 
against  whicb  of  the  Orders  in  Council  the 
accusation  ^asapedficaHy  directed.  Wilb 
respect  to  tbe  principle  upon  wbicfa  thew 
Orders   in    Council   were    founded,   he 
begged  to  atate,  that  be  had  always  consi- 
dered fhen  asatrictly  retaliatory,  uid  as  fnr 
as  he  imderstood  the  subject,  they  were 
most  completely  justified  upon  tbe  princi- 
ple of  retaliation. — It  never  could,  be  wan 
sure,  be  contended,  in  any  assembly  of  r«* 
tiottai  men,  that  retaliation  shotdd  be  caa* 
eluded  from  the  law  of  nations.    Tbcvn 
was,  in  fact,  nq.other  means  of  co/fbrciii|( 
obedience  to  the  law  of  nations,  biit  li5r 
means  of  retaliation,    ff  a  gresft  and  power- 
ful vation^  Uba  Franooi  vrmdd  se^aU  tewn 
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M,  4eiaMa,  itvouM  bre^  A^mn  every  «ytf 
%mk  thitt  had  bitherte  been  regarded  at^a^ 
cr^»  iMid  wovld  carry  oo  tbe  war  hqomih 
Uie«led  ky  »ny  principle  of  tbe  law  ofiia- 
ItAOfj  Jiow  «va«  she  to  be  resisted  but  by  e 
recirnreBce  -tQ  meapures  of  r eiaUation } 
The  lew  of  nations  vroold  otberwiae  ffCOTe 
•  In^  and  a  ware  io  thoae  who  were  dU- 
pqeed  to  obey  them,  aad  « aword  and  a 
sbield  to  ^hose  who  were  determiiied  to 
iriplete  then*  It  wee,  tberefoiw*  moat  ab<- 
aurd  :to  <x>iiteRd  that  we  bad  no  right  to 
bare  iecoer#e  to  retaliation ;  end  yet  it 
mu  upon  that  principle  thai  it  was  argued 
4hat  we  had  acM  nojustly  to  America. 
But  tben  it  wai  ai^id^  tbat  it  w%  did  rata* 
liete,  we  maat  .do  it  in  laode  and  ibrin> 
aa  )lbe  enemy  had  icijured  ua*  A  more  ej> 
lfa^#^nt  proposition  it  waa  difficak  to 
conceive.  Whatl  if  the  enemy  oboeeta 
violate  4he  law  of  nations  on  a  point  where 
she  had,  nothing  to  lose^  and  we  had 
every  thing,  could  it  seriously  be  ar* 
%mA  that  wm  were  boand  *  to  setaliate^ 
not  where  we  could  make  her  feeU  but 
whera  we  could  do  her  no  possible  in- 
jury? When  a  country  violated  the 
Jaw  of  nations,  not  in  trifles,  but  boldly 
fund  aystematically  violated. the  law  of  na^ 
4iims,  she  lost  the  protection^  because  she 
bad  thrown  off  the  obligation  of  that  law. 
This  was  the  principle  upon  which  the 
whole  of  oar  proceedings  had  been  foond- 
M.    He  was,  he  confessed,  a  liuW  sur- 

C'sed  at  what  had  fiUlen  from  his  right 
I.  friend  respecting  ^  mode  in  which 
Jtt  ooaceived  the  blockade  was  to  be  en- 

forieed.    What  was  the  occasion  that  led 

to  tbe  Orders  in  Council  ?    J^raace  had 

declared  that  Great  Britain  should  not  have 

any  trada  with  any  nation  upon  eai^ ; 

the  British  government)  iin  return,  aaid, 
•**  You  (France)  shall  We  no  trade  bat 

with  us/'  The  object  of  government  was 
rto^ proteei  and  to  fovea  t|»e  tradeof  this 

G^nawy,  whieb  bad  been  .aamiled  in  such 

fMtnnpctteedeaiaBd  nannar  by  the  French 
Decreea.  If  tba  Ordecfrin  Conncil  had 
.not  been  iaiQad>  Fmnae  would  ^ave  a  free 
•colonial  ^rade  by  means  of  nenlrals,  and 
'Wa.aboold'bave  been  shutout  of  tbe  coo- 
4tnentr  V  we  bad  sUempted  to  destroy 
itU  trade^  both  our  own  and  thaiof  France, 
-FcaojM  w«ald  have  bean  tbe  gainer,  be- 
cause she  had  leas  to  loae,  and  she  ^- 
f||ended  less  .upon  ber  eommercial  axar- 
Mens  than  we  did.    The  object  of  tbe 

Orders  in  CSovncil.was  not  to  dortray  the 
4mde  of  the  continent,  .bnt  lo.foroa  Ibe 
«ftntinenttto.tBadftwitbi».  .:pM»artiQl|iof 
(VOL  XXL)  *^ 


bark,  about  which  so  jaiuch  bad  been  said 
formerly,  would  prove  th^t  be  was  in 
earnest  in  his  understanding  of  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  the  Orders  in  Council 
were  founded.  The  British  government 
had  never  said  that  France  li^ould  no) 
have  bark,  it  had  only  said,  "  if  you  want 
bark  you  shall  not  have  it,  unless  you  wit) 
import  other  articles  with  it."  It  was 
obvious,  therefore,  that  our  object  was  to 
compel  France,  and  the  nations  that  were 
subject  to  her  Decreef,  to  trade  with  ua. 
In  180D,  there  was  an  alteration  of  the 
Orders  in  Council ;  it  was  thought  tbait 
the  alteration  proposed  would  be  more  ac^ 
ceptable  lo  America,  and  it  wasso;  bu^ 
it  was  not  only  America  that  we  bad  in 
view,  but  our  allies.  But  it  was  needleaa 
lor  him  to  go  at  length  into  these  pomtau 
on  which  be  had  beej;i  so  abl  v  anticipate^ 
by  his  right  bon»  friend,  and  by  his  hoq. 
and  leari^  friend  (Mr.  Rose  and  Mr^ 
Stephen);  indeed  they  had  left  him  very 
little  to  say.  With  regard  to  the  asser- 
tion that  our  trade  had  been  injured  by 
tbe  Orderji  in  Council,  there  were  docu- 
ments before  tbe  House  which  distinctly 
disproved  the  assertion.  It  was  obvioua 
from  those  documents  that  after  the  Oc« 
ders  in  Council,  the  trade  of  the  country 
rose  progressively*  If  we  had  so  far  ej^ 
fectually  rescued  ourselves  from  the  ruin 
w.ith  which  we  were  threatened,  as  to 
phice  ourselves  in  the  same  situation  in 
which  wo  stood  in  1^03  (a  period  of 
which  he  had  heard  no  complaint],  by 
means  of  those  Ordei:s>  he  did  not  sas 
upon  what  ground  we  could  impute  our 
present  difficulties  to  their  csistencf. 
AA^r  twosnch  years  as  ld09  and  181Q, 
in  which  the  e?^ports  of  the  country  weaa 
doubled*  it  was  natural  to  expect  a  tem- 
porary st^nation.  Certainly  ,in  1S10« 
several  aeiaiires  had  been  made,  aa  waa 
stated,  and  great  loss  smtainad  by  the 
country ;  but  did  not4bat,  and  the  come* 
qqeat  relnotaDoe  of  embarking  in  speen* 
lation,  acfsount  for  the  depression  of  trade, 
and  the  moltiplication  of  hanbruptq^» 
rather  than4my  thing  connected  with.tbn 
Orders  in  Council )  His  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Wilbtrferce)  bad  admitted  not  only  that 
the  Orders  in  Council  were  atrictly  jnsti- 
SW>le,  .but  that  they  had  produced  a  be« 
nefieial  effect.  The  commercisd  embar* 
rasaments  wbkh  wese  naw  experienced 
indoced  btm  to  think  there  wasjometbiag 
wvong.  in  the  system,  whicb  required  af- 
aml  theieibre  he  anpportod  this 


teiation^ 

'jmAkm  for.in^hiffy. 
(4E) 
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him  to  be  a  very  correct  mode  of  reason- 
ing to  attribute  the  recent  dimumtion  of 
trade  to  those  Orders  in  Council,  when  it 
was  an  incontestible  fact  that  for  two  or 
three  years  they  bad  produced  a  directly 
opposite  eflfect;  and  when  the  decrease 
which  had  taken  place  bad  been  so  clearly 
traced  to  other  causes.  Bat  it  had  been 
argued,  that  even  if  the  Orders  in  Council 
had  not  produced  efiects  detrimental  to 
our  trade,  they  had  tended  to  encourage 
foreign  teamen.  The  first  and  obvious 
observation  that  occurred  on  this  objec- 
tion was,  that  it  was  wholly  irreconcilable 
with  those  which  bad  been  urged  from  the 
same  quarter.  It  would  hardly  be  con* 
tended  that  the  Orders  in  Cbuncil  could 
product  two  effects  diametrically  opposite 
to  each  other;  they  could  not  at  the  same 
time  destroy  our  trade,  and  yet  give  such 
l^eat  encouragement  to  foreign  seamen 
in  carrying  it  on.  That  foreign  shipping 
and  foreign  seamen  had,  from  the  pecti* 
liar  and  unprecedented  circumstances  of 
the  times,  been  employed  to  a  greater 
extent  than  could  be  wished,  was  not  de- 
nied ;  but  that  effect  wu  not  produced  by 
the  Orders  in  Council  which  had  been 
issued  by  the  present  government.  The 
system  of  which  it  was  the  result  was  in 
force  when  tfiey  came  into  power;  and 
thoise  gentlemen  who  expressed  such  alarm 
at  the  conseouences  of  employing  foreign 
seamen,  ought  surely  to  have  proclaimed 
their  apprehensions  when  thait  system  was 
first  introduced  in  the  administration  of 
lord  Grenville.  He  was  far  from  con- 
tetiding  that,  if  any  measure  which  he 
had  adopted  was  impolitic,  he  ought  to 
be  excused,  because  it  was  introduced  by 
another  admtoistration ;  be  had  merely 
mentioned  the  circumstance,  to  shew  gen- 
tlemen who  were  so  ready  to  throw  every 
species  of  blaime  upon  the  present  mini»> 
^  iers,  how  iliecessary  it  was  to  ascertain 
lacu  before  they  preforred  chargfes.  The 
•assertion,  however,  that  the  effect  of  the 
Orders  in  Cbuncil  had  diminished  the 
quantity  of  British  shipping  (against 
whatever  administration  it  was  directed) 
was  not  founded  in  fact.  Bistween  the 
years  1806  and  1810,  the  number  of 
British  ships  and  of  British  seamen  em- 
ployed in  our  trade  had  increased :  it  was 
true  that  the  number  of  foreign  ships  and 
of,  foreign  seamen  had  increased  in  a 
greater  proportion ;  but  that  was  «wing 
to  other  causes  whollv  unconnected  with 
the  Orders  in  Council,  The  extraordi^ 
.  ttary  sute  of  the  continent  had  rendered 


AvagUm't  Bfdiitm  rddiingio  Ot       f  1 156 

it  impossible  to  carry  on  so  large  a  por- 
tion of  our  trade  in  British  bottoms, as  we 
had  been  accustomed  to  do ;  when  th^re* 
fore  our  commerce  increased  we  had  oaly 
the  alternative  of  giving  it  up  or  carrying 
it  on  by  means  of  foreign  ships.  This 
was  the  plain  state  of  the  case,  and  it 
placed  the  consistency  of  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  in  a  very  striking  point 
of  view.  They  described  in  strong  co- 
lours the  distresses  of  our  manufacturers 
arising  from  the  reduction  of  our  trade, 
and  they  proposed  to  remedy  the  evil  b^ 
reducing  it  still  lower.  The  trade  of  this 
country  could  not,  it  was  obvious  in  the 
present  state  of  Uiings,  be  carried  on  with 
the  greater  part  of  the  continent  by  BritiA 
ships  and  seamen;  we  were  therefore 
compelled^  if  we  meant  to  carry  it  on  at 
all,  to  employ  foreign  vessels.  The  Ian* 
guage  of  the  gentlemen  opposite  to  him 
to  the  manufacturers,  if  they  spoke  fairlv, 
mtist  be  to  this  e£fect :  "  we  feel  deep! y 
for  your  distresses,  which  we  know  arise 
from  a  diminution  of  trade  ;  we  are  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  relieve  you ;  and  in 
order  to  accomplish  that  object,  we  have 
proposed  an  inquiry,  in  order  to  see  if  we 
cannot  destroy  the  greater  part  of  the 
trade  that  you  carry  on  with  the  ccm- 
tinent  of  Europe/'  Whether  the  ma« 
nufacturers  would  be  grateful  to  tiie 
honourable  gentlemen  for  thehr  inter- 
ference, or  would  approve  of  their  re- 
medy, be  would  leave  the  House  to  de- 
termine. He  now  came  to  another  part 
of  this  subject  on  which  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  had  employed  much  of 
their  eloquence — he  meant  the  licences. 
Here  again  he  begged  to  observe,  that  the 
system  of  licences,  whether  wise  or  un- 
wise, originated  with  the  administration  of 
which  those  honourable  gentlemen  were 
such  enthusiastic  .  admirers.  Nay,  the 
very  clause  in  the  licences  whidt  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  who  brought 
forward  this  motion  had  reprobated  with 
peculiar  se? erity,  and  had  represented  as 
being  at  once  mischievous  and  absurd, 
was  drawn  up  by  that  very  administra- 
tion, and  was  found  by  the  present  minis* 
ters  ready  cut  and  dry  in  the  office^  This 
identical  clause,  upon  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  had  bestowed  such  op- 
probrious epithets,  was  drawn  up  at  a 
meetine  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  by  !ord 
Grenville,  lord  Auckland,  lord  Henry 
Petty,  and  lord  Temple.  He  was  ready 
to  admit,  that  if  the  measure  was  a  bad 
one,  it  vat  no  excuse  for  him  that  it  bad 
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the  iftiicUoii  #f  8uch  namef ;  bat  h*  men- 
tioned the  circuoMtance  in  the  hopes  of 
indocing  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  net 
to  be  sa  Javish  of  their  censures  before 
they  were  ooite  stive  to.  whom  they  ftp- 
plied.  With  regard  to  the  perjury  which 
was  said  to  take  place^  he  bad  every  rea- 
son to  believe  that  it  was  mach  less  under 
the  present  system  than  it  was  .before^ 
and  for  a  most  obvious  reason,  that  the 
number  of  oaths  to  be  taken  were  greatly 
reduced.  He  should  not  now  stop  to 
argue  whetlier  carrying  on  trade  by 
means  of  licences  was  not  liable  to  some 
obfectionsy  for  the  real  question  to  be  de« 
termioed  wu  this — If  you  cannot  carry  on 
your  trade  with  certain  countries,  except 
by  means  of  licences,  are  the  objections 
to  that  mode  of  proceeding  so  formidable 
tbat  you  would  give  up  your  trade  rather 
than  have  recourse  to  i(  ?  If  gentlemen 
raally  thought  that  it  would  be  better  to 
give  up  trade  altogether,  than  to  carry  it  on 
Dy  means  of  licences,  they  would,  he  pre- 
anmed,  act  in  the  committee  upon  that 
system,  and  diminish  our  commerce  in 
order  to  increase  our  manufactures.  Hav- 
_  stated  the  effect  which  the  Orders  in 
Council  had  had  upon  our  trade,  he  begged 
leave  shortly  to  state  how  they  bad 
operated  upon  the  enemy.  The  duty 
arising  from  customs  in  France,  amounted, 
in  1803,  to  33,000,000  livres;  in  1804, 
41,400,000;  in  1803,  52,700,000;  in 
lg06,  61,700,000;  in  1807,  at  the  latter 
end  of  which  year  our  Orders  in  Council 
were  adopted,  the  duty  amounted  to 
60,483,000  livres,  and  the  very  next  year 
they  fell  as  low  as  18,500,000  livres.  In 
1809,  they  fell  still  lower,  they  only 
amounted  to  11,500,000  livres.  The 
House  would  bear  in  its  recollection,  that 
while  the  amount  of  the  French  custonu 
was  thus  reduced  immediately  after  the 
adoption  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  our 
revenue  had  experienced  an  astonishing 
increase.  He  was  aware  that  the  customs 
did  not  form  so  important  a  branch  of 
the  revenue  in  France  as  they  did  in  this 
coontrv ;  but  it  was  impossible  tbat  they 
could  nave  experienced  such  an  extraor- 
dinary decrease,  without  producing  a 
Tery  considerable  e£fect  upon  the  rest  of 
the  revenue.  He  knew  that  some  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  were  fond  of  sup- 
posing that  Boonapart6  entertained  an 
opinion,  half  philosophical  and  half  mad, 
that  trade  was  productive  of  liberty,  and 
therefore  he  hated  it.  The  foct  was,  he 
hated  Britisi^  tradf»  luid  would  willingly 
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sacrifice  his  own  to  destroy  ouiS';  but  if 
he  could  carry  on  a  commerce  without 
benefiting  uib  be  would  most  wiUinf^y  do 
it.  This  was  most  obvious  fjrom  the  pains 
he  took  to  construct  canals  said  roads  for 
carrying  on  internal  trade,  and  firpia  the 
uniform  language  of  those  annual  exposi- 
tions which  were  published  respecting  the 
state  of  France.  He  was  bound,  however*, 
in  fairness  to  state,  that  the  duty  of  cus- 
toms in  France  rose,  in  1810,  to  49,000,000 
livres,  but  that  wu  not  owing  to  any  in- 
crease  of  trade,  but  in  a  great  degree  to 
the  confiscation  of  British  property  in. 
Prussia  and  other  places;  the  incorpora*. 
tion  of  Leghorn,  Genoa,  and  other  ports 
of  Italy  into  France  must  of  course  have 
had  some  effect  in  increasing  the  revenue. 
Besides,  the  duties  had  been  in  many  in* 
stances  augmented  five-and-twenty  fold* 
and  even  more;  therefore,  if  the  trada 
^bad  remained  the  same  as  it  was  before  the. 
Orders  in  Council  were  issued,  the  revenuo 
ought  to  have  amounted  to  725,000,000. 
But  although  gentlemen  in  that  House  de- 
nied that  the  French  were  af&cted  by  the 
OrdelY  in  Council,  the  French  themselves 
confessed  the  fact.  In  the  Address  of  the 
Senate  to  Buonaparte  they  acknowledged 
tbat  they  no  longer  had  any  trade,  except 
what  was  carried  on  by  means  of  canals, 
and  admitted  without  hesiution  the  diffi- 
culties under  which  they  laboured.  He 
begged  to  ask  those  gentlemen,  who  were 
so  hostile  to  the  Orders  in  Council,  what 
would  be  the  efifect  of  repealing  them  f 
The  effect  would  be,  that  America  would 
be  able  to  supply  France  with  all  colonial 
produce,  and  the  Americans  would  in  re« 
turn  take  away  her  manu£sctures ;  infect, 
France  would  be  in  a  more  favourable  si* 
tuation  than  she  would  be  in  a  time  of 
peace,  and  the  trade  of  Great  Britain  to 
the  continent  would  be  annihilated.  He 
would  not  trust  himself  with  the  discus* 
sion  of  that  part  of  the  question  which  re« 
lated  to  America,  but  when  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  opposite  to  him  said 
that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  had 
been  repealed,  and  that  a  proclamatimi 
had  been  issued  to  tbat  efiect,  his  memory 
must  surely  have  failed.  The  government 
of  this  country  had  repeatedly  called  for 
th^t  proclamation,  America  had  called 
for  it,  but  it  had  never  appeared,*-There 
wasj  indeed,  the  famous  letter  of  the 
French  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  in 
which  Jie  said  that  the  French  decrees 
should  be  repealed  on  condition  either 
that  ottc  Orders  in  Council  were  re« 
»  4 
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scinded,  ivr  tkai  Am«ricit  noald  ao  lotifif 
sdlfcr  lier  ships  to  be  demthMnlised ;  HuM 
Wis,  it#  longer  to  suffer  ber  «kips  to  be 
iMroked.  BqI  even  if  tbe  decreee  wero 
rtopetled  wHIi  regsrd  to  Amerieai  tbey 
would  be  in  force  with  regsird  to  Oreti^ 
Britain.  It  was  therefore  not  a  partial  bat 
m  louU  repeal  of  these  decrees  that  Gneat 
ikkfkin  had  a  right  to  demand  before  she 

five  up  her  Orders  in  OovnoiL  The 
rench  decrees  were  not,  as  genilenien 
bad  stated,  iMemal  man^cipal  measores, 
they  were  adopted  in  tiase  m  war  as  nMft- 
aores  of  hostility,  and  ev<en  if  a  neutral 
chose  to  submit  to  them,  it  by  no  means 
Mlowed  that  a  beHlgerent  was  also  boand 
t»  acquiesce.  But  it  was  not  only  to 
France  that  these  decrees  extended^  bat  to 
«ll  her  vassal  states,  to  every  country  over 
which  she  could  extend  her  power.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  there  was  any 
quarrel  between  Hamburgh  and  France, 
when  Hamburgh  and  the  other  Hatise 
towns  were  seized  by  the  French.  Hol- 
land, Tuscany,  and  Rome  were  seized 
vpon  no  other  ground  than  because  it  was 
convenient  to  Buonaparte  to  seise  them, 
and  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  imme- 
diaiely  applied  to  them.  Could  it  be 
^Bckided,  that  upon  any  principle  of  the 
law  of  nations,  we  were  bound  to  sufibr 
France  to  give  laws  to  ail  these  neutral 
nations  without  our  making  an  efibrt  to 
induce  them  to  assert  their  neutral  rights  ? 
He  woold  not  trespass  any  longer  upon 
the  time  of  the  House ;  it  had  been  in- 
oontestibly  shewn  that  the  distresses  of 
oar  manufacturers  did  not  arise  from  the 
Orders  in  Council,  and  therefore  he  should 
oppose  going  into  a  committee,  ih>m 
vrhich  no  possible  ben^ial  consequences 
could  result. 

Mr*  WfMread  maintained  that  there 
sever  was  a  speech  more  calculated  to 
mislead  the  House  than  that  of  the  Chan*- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The  right  hen. 
gentleman  had  told  them  that  the  questions 
.they  were  called  ob  to  detide  were,  whe- 
ther the  Orders  in  Council  were  to  be 
manitained  ?  Whether  the  licensing  sys- 
tem was  to  be  continued  }  Whether  this 
country  had  acted  justly  or  onjuntly  to- 
wards America  f  And  whether  the  Milan 
and  Berlin  Decrees  were  or  were  not  re*- 
pealed  f  And  he  had  finished  a  grand  cli- 
Max  by  stating,  that  the  French  govern- 
■dent  was  no  longer  possessed  of  revemies 
to  carry  on  the  war.— But  he  Would  teH 
tkt  House,  and  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
that  they  were  not  icaMed  oti  to  decide  any 


of  thoso  qoastkasiu  -Tbo  gftat  polae  far 
considoratioo  wa%  wbuhar  thay  wcmM, 
when  the  poopio  of  Eogkttd  were  stfieriAg^ 
as  they  slated  tbeOMehea  to  be^wbea 
their  manofaciarerB  were  onemployed*^ 
when  potitions  were  forming  m  •^twy 
part  of  the  ooonti^'^-^nd,  particolorfy^ 
#bc«  petitions,  which  oogbt  to  be  pi«« 
sented  to  the  Regem,  Were  withheld  fir 
some  reason  to  mm  incomprebeostliloi 
whether  tbey  wootd^  hi  sued  t  sioio  of 
things^  refoso  a  filelect  Committee  to  m* 
quire  into  tbo  state  of  the  trade  and  ooaa* 
merce  of  the  Ooontry  ?  Tlie  right  boa» 
gentleman  aad  his  colleagues  had  made  a 
ine  statement  of  iigures.  Thia  put  him  te 
mind  of  the  correspondence  wbtcb  bad 
taken  place  between  a  noble  lord  (Cattio* 
reagh)  atid  general  Moore,  as  to  die  fbree 
oommanded  by  the  latter.  The  49etieral 
observed,  •'  I  had  only  such  a  number  of 
Wn:''  '^O/'  said  the  noble  k>rd,«'\ott 
bad  a  great  many  more; — hereloaaprova 
it  00  paper/'  So,  to  the  starving  aaaiMH 
fbcturar,  who  exclaimed,  '^  I  am  onaUo  to 
exist,''  the  House  of  Commons  might  ex* 
nitingly  say,-^'  Look  to  these  accooota 
behotd  the  flourishing  state  of  oar  espaits 
and  imports."-*^But  when  they  spdie  of 
such  prosperHy*— a  prosperity  derived  from 
the  Orders  in  Cooncil-^he  (Mr.  Wfail* 
bread)  would  draw  their  attention  to  the 
bankruptcies  bf  the  last  year,  which 
amountod  to  between  1,500  and  2,00a! 
In  the  argument  which  the  right  hon.  ^eo- 
tleman  bad  used  on  the  present  occaswo, 
he  appeared  to  have  shut  his  eves  agahttt 
the  principle  on  which  he  had  act«l  last 
session,  when  a  Committee  was  appointed 
io  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  mannfac^ 
taring  intorest,  prior  to  a  vote  Of  money 
being  appropriated  to  its  service-^a  meo^ 
sure  which,  however,  had  totally  IbtM. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman,  supposing  all 
men's  minds  confined  to  the  same  smaH 
particular  bnmeh  of  finance  with  whkb 
he  had  been  occupied,  told  them  of  the 
diminution  of  the  French  customa ;  and 
fbrgot,  that  during  this  era  of  tfistrefla» 
France  had  subdued  Russia,  ovcr^im 
Spain,  conquered  Austria,  and  made  fce«w 
self  mistress  of  Sorope.  Accordhig  to  the 
argtmieot  of  the  right  hon.  the  Chajicollor 
of  the  Exchequer,  France  had  been  cooa« 
polled  by  the  severe  operations  of  ovr  Or-> 
ders  in  Council  to  this  aggrandixement  tt 
hereropire;  while  we,  Opowerftil-^ll^! 
had  nothing  to  shew  in  retorts  hot  omr^r^ 
ders^  and  the  ptnre  morality  of  oor  HceBCO 
system;    The  right  htntt  gOBtteMut*  "feM 
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enttinerated  all  the  powers  Aal  w«re  tmb* 
ject  to  France,  and  united  agamst  Great 
Britain ;  be  had  talked  with  indi&rence 
of  America,  who  nugbt  be  forced  into  the 
arms  of  the  enemy,  and  with  his  universal 
panacea  of  Orders  in  Council  and  licenced 
trade»be  felt  himself  equal  to  contend  with 
all  the  world  in  arms  against  him,  altbeegb, 
in  truth,  the  enemy  knowing  their  ruinous 
consequences  to  us,  had  done  more  than 
England  for  their  preservation  and  enforce* 
ment.  What,  he  begged  to  be  informed, 
had  become  of  all  the  petitions  that  had 
been  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale, 
from  the  country  ?    Why  were  they  not 

Jet  laid  before  the  Prince  ?  Why  wes  not 
is  Royal  Highness  allowed  to  form  an  opi* 
nion  on  a  subject  that  affected  even  the 
stability  of  bis  throne !  The  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  aboundea  in  fallacies, 
and  among  them  none  was  greater  than 
bis  statement  respecting  the  large  exports 
Qi  1808  and  1809,  when  Spain  and  Porw 
togal  were  open  to  our  trade,  and  when  an 
immense  quantity  of  British  goods  had 
been  wantonly  thrown  into  the  hands  of 
Buonaparte.  The  most  serious  attentroo 
of  parliament  was  also  demanded  by  the 
dependence  of  the  British  armies  in  bpain 
and  Portugal  upon  America  for  grain  and 
flour,  since  it  appeared  that  no  less  than 
1,500,000  barrels  had  been  imported  into 
CadiE  and  Lisbon,  during  the  last  year, 
from  the  United  States. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  objected  to 
the  committee,  because  it  would  involve  a 
discussion  respecting  America :  he,  for 
one,  however,  had  he  the. honour  to  sit  in 
that  committee,  would  entirely  disclaim 
Sill  such  discossioo— for  the  proper  ol>iect 
of'  sqch  a  ooBMnittee  would  be  to  inquire 
into  owr  private  policy,  not  our  foreign. 
If  the  committee  should  report  that  the 
Orders  in  Council  were  injurious  and  im- 
politic, it  would  then  be  for  the  House  to 
deeide  whether  they  should  be  repealed— 
and  it  would  alk»  be  a  qqcation  to  consider 
whether  they  coold  be  repeal^d^  comia- 
tentljr  with  e«r  national  dignity.  On  this 
question  he  should  offer  no  opinion  now. 
"In  considering  the  operation  of  those  Or- 
ders in  Council,  be  thought  they  had  en* 
tirely  failed  in  their  object^  but  they  bad 
one  effect*  and  that  was  to  provide  sailors 
for  Napoleon,  who  was,  according  to  the 
coareaaionef  tbe  PIrst  Lord  of  the  Adwnl. 
ty  on  a  preeediac  evening,  creating  a  aary 
in  sf^e  of  war,  tfaough  one  reason  assigned 
for  not  making  peace  with  him  was,  lest 
bo  should  create  a  navy.     He  howevar 


was  baildiM  shtps/  abd  we  smto  auppljr* 
ing;  him  wilhr  marmers.  He  had  w^  beai* 
tation  in  saying  that  he  thought  the  ce«« 
doct  ef  government  grossly  impist  to* 
wards  America,  and  highly  daagsaons  lo 
this  country. 

The  Honw  Mr.  Herktn  stated  that  the 
licenee  system  had  given  rise  to  repeated 
instances  of  perjury,  as  the  ckavanees 
foom  foreign  poru  were  all  made  on  oath. 

Lord  C^mvtlk  Ltvi$o%  Gmotr^  adverting 
to  one  part  of  the  speech  of  his  ten.  friend 
who  had  just  sat  down.  Informed  the  Heos^ 
that  he  had  in  his  custody  a  Petition,  sipi^ 
ed  by  many  thousandsof  themanafactumig 
population  of  ^Staffordshire,  addressed  to 
the  Prince  Regent,  complaining  of  deep 
distress,  and  praying  for  relief.  That  he 
had  informed  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  ofthis  circumstance, and 
that  that  right  hon.  gentleman  had  offiM-ed 
to  take  the  Petition  from  the  noble  lord,  and 
present  it  himself  to  the  Regent.  This  the 
noble  lord  said  he  had  refused  to  ^o.  Ha 
had  consulted  the  petitioners  thereupon, 
and  received  their  directM>ns  to  present  the 
Petition  in  person^  whicb  he  intended  to 
do  at  the  ftrst  levee,  but  that  levee  had 
not  yet  taken  place,  although  three  weeka 
had  elapsed  from  the  time  at  which  he  re* 
ceived  the  petition. 

Lord  idUum  rose  merely  to  state,  that 
he  was  exactly  ih  the  same  predicamenl 
as  the  noble  lord. 

Mr.  Brougham,  in  reply,  animadverted  on 
the  various  arguments  that  had  been  ad» 
doced  against  nis  motion.  It  seemed  that 
we  were  not  now  to  press  upon  the  enemy 
with  a  fair  military  view  of  overcomii^ 
him ;  in  prosecuting  which  object  we  might 
unluckily  be  compelled  to  bear  bard  upon 
neutral  rights.  We  were  no  longer  fol- 
lowing  sndi  a  gallant,  soldief-like  instioct; 
but  attempting  with  the  sordid,  trading, 
pedlar-like  desires  ef  retail>deaiers,  to  an- 
dersell,  and  force  America  to  help  us  in 
nnderaetling  a  rival  shopkeeper.  It  he- 
came  parliament  to  smad  foriNtfrd  botween 
tbe  counts y  and  the  niiooas  rfiecu  of  such 
a  mean  and  profligate  poliey  as  (kia,  and 
to  aavo  it  from  the  last  of  disaaters,  into 
which  the  Prince  Regent's  ministers  were 
hurrying  It^*— a  war  witii  America.  But 
was  these  nothing  else,  to  make  the  House 
still  more  aaxiooi  to  inquire  than.  i)iey 
might  haire  been  »  short  time.ago?  Hod 
no  other  cireoaMtance  transpired  in  She 
latter  part  of  the  debate  ?  Did  their  ^aat 
In  nrind  the  atatements  of  bit  no^niei^^ 
the  manibar  for  Yorkshire,  aM  tfie  i^a 
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lord,  the  member  for  Suffi>rdahire?  It 
now  appeared— what  oever  yet  bad  been 
known  tinoe  Eogland  was  £ngland,  and 
4herefore  oerer  could  hare  been  suspected 
•n  the  present  occasion— that  while  the 
country  laboored  under  distresses  quite  un* 
paralleled,  the  people  were  denied  acceu 
•o  the  Prince  Regent,  at  the  foot  of  whose 
throne  they  desired  to  lay  their  com- 
plaints! Tnere  was  nothing  to  be  seen  in 
the  manufacturing  counties  but  misery — 
/  nothing  to  be  heard  but  the  cries  of  dis* 
tress— we  met  it  in  every  shape,  bank* 
mptcies,  petitions,  tumults,  combinations, 
mendicity^and  the  thousand  miseries  which 
could  not  be  recorded  in  Gazettes,  but 
which  were  not  the  less  touching  for  being 
less  obtrusive;  the  horrors  of  supplies  daily 
said  hourly  straitened;  the  anxieties  of 
tottering  credit— this  was  a  short  but  on- 
exaggerated  picture  of  the  state  of  the 
peopb;  groaning  under  such  a  pressure, 
they  sought  the  throne  of  the  Prince  Re- 
gent with  their  grievances,  but  they  found 
the  avenues  to  his  person  barred!  Then  it 
became  more  than  ever  the  duty  of  parlia- 
ment to  throw  its  doors  open  to  their  op- 
.pressed  and  insulted  constituents,  and  to 
•how  them  that  there  was  a  redress,  and 
at  any  rate  a  hearing,  to  be  hacl  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  if  the  Prince  should 
be  advised  to  turn  away  his  ears  from  their 
just  complaints.  This  was  necessaVy  be- 
cause it  was  the  duty  of  representatives, 
hot  it  was  still  more  imperative,  because  it 
might  preserve  the  tranquillity  of  the 
country,  at  a  moment  when  the  executive 
government  was  madly  driving  the  peo- 
ple to  despair,  and  seeking  to  convert  their 
complaints  into  insurrection.— -If  any  man 
then  was  desirous  of  preserving  peace  with 
^  America,  he  would  vote  for  the  inquiry  ; 
and  every  one  who  gave  such  a  vote 
night  go  to  his  home,  and  lie  down  with 
the  consciousness  that  he  had  done  his  ut- 
most to  avejTt  the  greatest  evil  with  which 
tlie  people  of  £ngland  could  be  menaced. 

The  House  then  divided ; 
For  Mr.  Brougham's  motion  •••  144 

Against  it  2ia    . 

Majority  against  the  Motion  — *12 


Ua  qf  the  Minoriiy; 


jUiereromby,  hen.  J. 
Adair,  R. 
Agar,  £.  F. 
▲oson,  gen. 
Antooie,  W.  L. 
Aubrey,  sir  J. 
Baker,  John 


Baring,  sir  T. 
Bering,  A. 
'  Bernard,  S. 
Bennet,  R.  H.  A. 
Bennet,  hon.  H.  6. 
Biddulpb,  R.  M. 
Binning,  knrd 


Blaohftrd,B.P. 
Brougham,  H, 
Burdett,  sir  F. 
Byng,  G. 
Busk,  W. 
Babioffton,  T. 
Campbell,  geo. 
Canning,  rigbt  boo.6. 
Canning,  6.  ^ 

Cocks,J. 
Coke,T.W. 
Colbome,  N.  W.  R. 
Cotes,  J. 
Combe,  H.  C. 
Cuthbert,  J.  R. 
Daly,rt.hon.  O.  B. 
Dnnd«is,  hon.  L. 
Dundas,  bon.  R.  L. 
Dickinson,  W. 
DUkui,bon.H.  A. 
Duncannon,  vise. 
Eden,  hon.  G. 
Elliot,  rt.  bon.  W. 
Ellis,  C.  R. 
Ferguson,  gen. 
Fit^raM,  lord  H. 
Fitzpatridc,rt  bon.  R. 
Fitzroy,  lord  W. 
Folkes,  sir  M.  B. 
Folkestone,  vise. 
Fremantle,  W.  H. 
Gascoyne,  T. 
Giles,  D.  (Teller) 
Grosvenor,  gen. 
Gower,  lord  G.  L. 
Grattao,  rt.  hon.  U. 

GreenbiU,  R. 

Greenough,  G.  B. 

Grenfell,  P. 
Grenville,  lord  G.  -^^ 

Guise,  sir  W. 

Halsey,J. 

Herbert,  hon.  W. 

Hibbert,  G 

Hippisley, 

Horner,F 

Howard,  flenrv 

Howard,  hon.  W. 

Howartb,  H. 

Hurst,  R. 

Hussey,  T. 

Huskisson,  W. 

Hutchinson,  bon.C.H. 

Jackson,  John 

Jolliffe,  U. 

Johnstone,  G. 

Kemp,  T.  R. 

Knight,  Robt 

Knox,  bon.  T. 

Lamb,  bon.  W. 

Latouche,  R. 

Leaoh,  J. 

Lemon,  sir  W. 

Lemon,  J. 

Lemon,  C. 

Lester,  B.  L. 

Lloyd,  J. 


Hippisley,  sir  J.  C. 


Loottman,  O. 
Lvttteton,  hon.  W 
Blacdonald,  J. 
Madocks,  W. 
Martin,  H. 
Matbew,  hon.  M. 
Milton,  vise. 
Montgomery,  air  H. 
Moore,  P. 
Morpeth,  vise. 
Morris,  £. 
M«>sty  u,  sir  Tho. 
Myers,  T. 
Newport,  sir  J* 
North,  D. 
0*Hara,  C. 
Orde,  W. 
Ossulston,  kt4 
Paroel),  H. 
Peirse,  H. 
Pelbam,  bon.C. 
Pelbam,  boo.  G. 
Piggott,  sir  A. 
Preodergast,  M. 
Polliogton,  viae. 
Poosonby,  rt.  bon.  G, 
Ponsonl^,  bon.  G. 
Ponsoaby,  hen.  F. 
Power,  U. 
Prittie,  bon.  F.  A. 
Pyro,  F. 

Ridley,  sir  M.W. 
Romitly,  sir  S. 
St.  Attbyn,  sir  J. 
Scudamore,  B.  P. 
Sharp,  R. 
Simpson,  boo.  J. 
Smith,  S. 
Smith,  A. 
Smith,  G. 
Smith,  J. 
Smith,  W. 
SpeirSfA. 
Stanley,  lord 
Tar>eton,geB. 
Tavistock,  man    ~ 
TaykNr,M.A. 
Tayk>r,  W. 
Temple,  earl 
Templetown,  vise. 
Thornton,  H. 
Tierney,  rt  hon.  6. 
Tighe,  W. 
Yenion,  G.  Q.  V. 
Walpole,  hon.  G. 
Waid,hoB.J. 
Warrender,  sir  G, 
Western,  C.  C. 
Whitbread,  S. 
Wilberfbrce,  W. 
Wilkins,  W. 
WilliamB,0. 
WinoingtoB,  air  T. 
Wrottedey,  H. 
Wynn,C.W.W. 
Wynn,sirW. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  March  4. 

RiaHT  OF  Petitioning  the  Princb 
Rbgbnt.  ]  Mr.  WHiibread,  in  coDseoaeoce 
of  the  extraordinary  facts  which  had  come 
out  in  the  coarse  of  the  discussion  last 
night,  thought  it  his  duty  to  inquire  into 
^e  cause  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
access  by  petition  to  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent  ?  The  right  hon.  the 
SecreUry  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment was  not  in  his  place,  but  probably 
his  righ^  hon.  friend  would  be  enabled  to 
inform  him  whether  the  Secretary  of  State 
iiad  represented  to  the  Regent  that  there 
were  petitions  ready  to  be  presented  to 
him,  and  in  that  case  why  his  Royal  High* 
ness  had  not  been  advised  to  receive  them  ? 

The  Ckancdlor  of  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  in  the  absence  of  his  rieht  hon.  nriend 
all  he  could  state  was,  that  he  believed  the 
ordinary  course  of  presenting  petitions 
was  on  levee  days,  and  that  as  yet  no 
levee  had  been  appointed.  He  had  no 
idoubt,  however,  that  had  any  special  ap* 
plication  been  made  on  the  subject,  there 
would  have  been  no  difficulty  in  advising 
his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  to 
receive  the  petitions  alluded  to.  It  wts 
rather  singular,  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
should  ask  him  what  somebody  else  bad 
done,  with  whose  department  he  was  not 
connected. 

Mr.  Whkhrtad  remarked,  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  viras  pleased  to  be  fie^- 
tious ;  but  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  as  a  member  of  parliament, 
to  attend  in  his  place;  and  in  his  ab- 
sence, it  was  the  right  of  any  other  mem- 
ber of  parliament  to  ask  for  information 
from  those  who  it  was  probable  could  af- 
ford it  on  any  subject  upon  which  Uie 
public  interest  demanded  explanation.  He 
repeated,  that  he  wished  to  know,  whether 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 

Sartment  had  communicated  to  the  Prince 
:egent  the  fsct  that  there  were  petitions 
in  the  hands  of  different  noblemen  and 
gentlemen,  which  they  were  dMiroos  of 
presenting  to  the  Regent?  For  htA  such 
a  communication  been  made,  he  could 
not  conceive  it  possible  that  the  Regent 
would  not  have  been  advised  to  receive 
those  petitions.  It  was  rather  a  fearful 
circumstancet  and  one  which  by  no  means 
ought  to  be  treated  in  the  light  way  in 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  seemed 
disposed  to  treat  it,  after  the  subject  had 
been  so  long  excluded  from,  the  constitu- 
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tional  approach  to  the  throne,  that,  at  th« 
commencement  of  a  new  sva,  the  avenues 
to  that  throne  should  yet  remain  barred. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  denied 
that  he  had  any  disposition  to  be  facetious 
on  the  subject ;  nor  was  he  at  all  aware 
that  be  had  been  so.  All  that  he  had  said 
was,  that  it  was  really  extraordinary  to 
inquire  of  him  what  course  of  proceeding 
had  been  adopted  by  another  officer  of  the 
State.  As  far  as  he  was  aware  of  that 
course,  he  had  communicated  it  to  the 
hon.  gentleman.  The  hon.  gentleman 
was  correct  in  saying  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  his  right  hon.  friend,  as  a  member  of 
parliament,  to  be  present  in  his  place  in 
the  House,  but  he  conceived  that  on  such 
a  day,  when  no  public  business  of  import- 
ance was  expected,  and  when  the  inqui* 
ries  of  the  hon.  gentleman  could  not  by 
possibility  be  anticipated  ;  the  absence  of 
his  right  hon.  friend  could  not  be  imputed 
to  him  as  a  very  serious  offence. 

Mr.  Whitkread  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  would  perhaps  communicate 
the  conversation  to  hia  ngbt  hon.  friend, 
and  that  to-morrow  he  would  be  able  to 
afford  additional  information  on  the  sub* 
ject. 

The  ChanceJkr  qf  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  to-morrow,  his  rishthon.  friend  would 
be  present  to  answer  for  himself. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 
Tkvreimf,  March  5. 

Fkamb  Wobk  Bill.1  On  the  motioA 
for  the  third  reading  or  this  Bill, 

The  Earl  of  Carlitk,  without  again  en-> 
tering  into  his  objections  to  the  Bill,  could 
not  but  observe,  that  there  was  another 
Bill  before  the  House  (the  Nottinghaoa 
Watch  and  Ward  Bill),  which  ought  t» 
have  preceded  the  Frame  Bill.  They 
ought  first  to  have  tried  the  operation  of 
the  other  Bill;  and,  possibly,  its  eflfect 
might  have  bemi  such,  as  to  preclude  the 
necessity  of  paasms  the  Frame  Bill  at  all. 
He  should,  therercHre,  sUll  recommend^ 
that  the  third  reading  of  this  Bill  should 
be  postponed  for  some  time,  till  they  foimd 
what  would  be  the  eflfect  of  the  other.  He 
did  not  mean  to  accuse  the  ministers  of 
cruelty  and  inhumanity,  in  hurrying  for- 
ward a  measure  of  this  kind:  possibly 
they  might  be  in  possession  of  informa- 
tion which  justified  them  in  proposing  it; 
but  then,  why  not  communicate  that  ln*» 
formation  to  the  House,  in  Order  to  jostiQr 
their  lordships  m  paning  diis  law  i    m 
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wmM  aik  whelker  it  was  deceat^^-whe- 
Ikftr  it  If M  dvgwficd,  to  Datt  so  Mriooi  a 
penal  liW  oa  such  grounds  as  tbey  had  at 
^sedt  to  stand  u|>on^  The  osual  at- 
le«ti«i  and  humanity  of  tba  nobla  and 
leamod  lord  on  the  woolsack  nmst  have 
been  fiwgetten  on  this  oocasioo ;  and  be 
was  snrprtsed  that  it  sheuld  hate  been  at- 
leinpted  4o  carry  through  so  serious  a  law 
without  farDisbing  their  lordshifs  with 
teller  inlbmatiioiu 

The  Earl  of  Lberpool,  after  the  coon* 
lenaQce  which  their  tordships  had  already 
gtifen  to  the  Bill»  did  not  think  it  neces- 
•ary  to  lay  any  thing  now  on  the  subject, 
except  in  aaswer  to  what  had  been  stated 
wUk  .respect  te  another  Bill  befoiB  the 
House.  The  principle  #f  that  Bill  was 
M^  and  re^|uiffed  jio  great  time  to  settle 
its  apylseatien  in  this  instance ;  but  a 
geed  deal  of  difficulty  had  been  expe^i- 
eoced  in  arranging  the  details^  and  much 
time  consumed  an  the  necessary  coaunn* 
niciltioM  with  the  magistrates.  This  was 
the  reason  that  the  Bill  had  «ot  preceded 
the  Frame  Bill.  The  present  Bill  was 
more  simple  in  its  detaHs,  whether  right 
or  wrong;  and  with  respect  to  that  he 
would  only  remark,  that  it  did  nothing 
more  than  gire  the  same  protection  to 
this  masHifacture  which  was  "already  en* 
joyed  by  other  mtttufaotures  of  a  similar 
kind,  carried  on  by  machinery :  and  it 
ought  also  to  be  remembered  that  the 
measure  was  only  temporary. 

The  Earl  of  M&ira  espressed  his  con- 
viction, that  ooe  o^  the  greatest  mischiefs 
attending  the  present  proceeding,  was  its 
tendency  to  miilead  the  Mouse  into  an 
idea  that  they  had  corrected  the'eviis  in 
^nestioo^  when  in  reality  the  case  would 
be  found  widely  different;  that  it  would 
4Mily  aogmeat  and  exasperate  the  disorder; 
it  was  like  applying  a  piece  of  hot  plaister 
to  M  oaneer,  and  expecting  4rom  such  a 
leoiady^  the  extirpation  of  the  corcodiag 
and  taial  disorder,  in  order  to  eradicate  \ 
the  great  and  increasing  evil,  ,the  whole 
J^yi^i^l  of  -the  ^ovemment<of  the  ooontnr 
ttUMtibeeomplntely^nd  radically  alteaQd.i 
It  nmdeahtediy  beoaae  the  jutuce  of  the 
IIouae»  to  aad^avour  to  Hsxtn-pate  each  -a 
^dan^ceoua^epecies  of  ofienoe,  hot  it  ae  less 
Rename  their  justice  to  eodeafonr  to  pre- 
iPtMt  thoie  dilteesses  which  gare^ise  to 
Ama;  tmd  to  trr  to  ameliomte  tke  stt«rth 
lion  of  tbe  ela#tiagaiattiifiob«rers.  They 
ehouki  think  and  -serton»ly  consider  ^at 
^be  e^eet  of  snch  a  aiMttre  mwt  be  on 
4bn  dtsfeniftiaB  of  an  indiridiiiJt  jdiTested 
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of  the  means  of  supporting  his  family^ 
because  all  application  of  his  manual  in- 
dustry was  denied  to  htm.  That  miser* 
able  system  of  corruption  which  for  some 
years  past  had  usurped  and  abused  thm 
name  pf  government*  must  be  corrected^ 
if  they  meant  to  bring  borne  the  minds  of 
men  and  Britons  to  that  loyalty  and  affile* 
tion  for  their  constitution  and  governmeui^ 
upon  which  alone  rested  the  stability  of 
its- institutions  and  the  safety  of  the  toon* 
try  ;  if  they  meant  to  unite  every  Britiab 
hearty  as  they  ouoht  to  be  united,  in  sop« 
port  and  in  defence  of  the  empire ;  in 
order  to  eSectuate  this  work  they  most 
Mrn  tbeir  minds  to  many  difierent  objecta. 
There  could  be  no  safety  to  the  statc^  no 
permanent  or  general  system  of  prosper 
rity  or  amelioration  expectsd*  but  from  a 
total  change  in  the  system  upon  which 
the  governsMnt  of  the  country  vsaa  jmU 
ministered. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  o  third  time  and 
passed. 

E^aL  Of  WaLUHGToii's  AmrviTT.]  Sari 
Grotomor  took  an  opportunity  to  nddrem-a 
few  observations,  relative  to  diisiiobie  and 
distinguished  personaoe*  to  the  Ho«se« 
He  was  awaoe  he  could  not  regularly  |»n- 
pose  any  thing  on  tha  eut^eot*  aa  theve 
was  no  Bill  rafenri^g  to  it  befere  their 
lordships.  He  was  induced*  bowevei^ 
again,  with  reference  to  whit  he  had  bn- 
fore  said  on  the  sobtject,  to  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  the  noble  Seoretary  of 
JState*  and  to  his  colleagues^  whether  k 
would  not  be  fit,  when  tlie  Bill  shenki  bn 
brought  forward,  to  adopt  what  he  thooU 
take  the  liberty  again  to  racemmand^ 
namely*  that  instead  of  an  annuity,  ^n 
mhnrltable  landed  property  shonkl  be 
granted  to  the  noble.and  gallanteasi.  He 
thought  it  most  preferable,  that  a  grant 
ehoqid  he  made  to  lord  Wellln|[too,  to  the 
.extent  of  40  or  50,000^  ami  inveeled  in 
trnstnes  fer  the  purpose  of  pnrchnsiog 
freehold  propeity*  that  it  might  recntorigr 
descend  to  bis  theirs,  it  was  to  -be  ve^ 
gretted . that  fakh  and  noble  tewards  wete 
eometimes  conftrmd^  without  an  aecooH 
.paniment  of  wheiewiihal  to  support  their 
dignities.  He. sheuld  therefore  with,  that 
instead  of  the  annuity,  euoh  a  grant  ae  he 
suggested^  should  he  mnde.  There  wane 
cases  on  record,  where  the  prevision  ao 
conferred*  bad  expired,  and  the  ioheritois 
of  the  hoiioart  left  widiout  the  nde^nnte 
meansofsupportiog  their  dignities;  their 
anmiitirB  orpensioiM  ww^  tb«n  reflewed4 
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desired  purpose,  and  he  trusted  it  would 
be  done,  and  be  carried  into  effect. 

The  Petition  was  then  brpught  up,  and 
laid  on  the  table. 


1169] 

but  what  was  the  effect?  They  were  so 
far  d^endent  on  the  bounty  of  the  crown, 
when  they  ought  to  have  been  placed  in 
a  state  of  independence  upon  it.  Noble 
and  wealthy  alliances  might  be  formed  by 
such  persons.  How  far  the  Wellesley 
family  might  have  attractions  he  could 
not  say  j;  but  it  was  infinitely  preferable 
to  render  the  ^milies  of  persons  so  en- 
nobled independent  at  once.  There  was 
another  consideration  to  which  he  felt  it 
incumbent  upon  him  to  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House.  It  had  become  the 
practice  of  certain  public  prints  to  en* 
deaTOur  to  undervalue  and  vilifv  the  aris- 
tocracy of  the  country.  He  coold  scarcely 
take  up  a  paper  in  which  an  imperious 
and  overbearing  aristocracy  was  not  men- 
tioned. They  were  denominated  a  proud, 
arrogant,  and  presumptuous  aristocracy. 
He  could  not  think  that  any  noble  lords 
would  encourage  slanders  of  this  descrip- 
tion; but  it  became  their  lordships  to  sup- 
port their  own  dignity,  or,  he  believed, 
they  would  find  no  others  inclined  to  do 
it.  He  had  thought  proper  to  throw  out 
these  observations  to  the  consideration  of 
noble  lords,  leaving  it  to  them  to  act  upon 
it  as  they  might  think  proper. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

'  Thursday,  March  5. 

Insolvent  Debtors.]  Lorjd  Folkestane 
presented  a  Petition  from  certain  Debtors, 
in  the  Fleet  Prison,  praying  relief.  An 
idea,  he  observed,  had  gone  abroad,  that 
having  made  an  alteration  in  the  Lords' 
Act,  it  was  his  intention  to  afford  relief  to 
those  unfortunate  persons,  by  introducing 
another  Bill ;  and  in  consequence  of  that 
idea,  he  bad  received  a  vast  number  of 
letters,  full  of  suggestions  for  their  bene- 
fit He  had  no  intention  of  pursuing  the 
eabject  any  farther,  but  be  wished  that 
some  gentleman  would  examine  the  va- 
rious acts  lately  passed  for  their  relief,  and 
see  if  some  alteration  of  the  provisions 
could  not  be  fnade  so  as  to  include  those 
persons  now  soliciting  relief.  Though  an 
Act  had  passed  within  the  last  twelve 
months  upon  the  subject,  he  understood 
the  di&rent  saols  in  the  kingdom  were 
fiiller  than  before  it  passed.  It  was  ne- 
cessary, therefore,  he  thought,  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  remedy  the  evil. 
A  Petition,  he  understood,  had  been  pot 
into  the  hands  «f  a  noble  member  of  the 
other  House  (lord  Redesdale),  who  was 
fully  competent  to  frame  a  Bill  for  the 

(VOL  XXI.) 


Petition  bespecting  the  Regulation 
OF  Markets  in  the  City  op  Cork.]  Mr. 
Hutchinson  presented  a  Petition  of  the 
mayor,  sherifl^,  and  commonalty  of  Cork, 
setting  forth : 

**  That  the  franchises  of  markets,  tolls, 
and  customs,  and  the  regulation  of  all 
weights  and  measures  within  the  said  city, 
have  been  vested,  by  virtue  of  their  seve- 
ral charters  of  incorporation,  from  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  the  3rd  until  the  pre*- 
sent  time,  in  the  mayor,  sheriffs,  and  com- 
•monisdy  of  the  said  city ;  and  that,  by  a 
statute  passed  in  Ireland  in  the  4th  year  of 
queen  Ann,  it  was  enacted  that  the  chief 
magistrate  in  all  corporate  towns,  and  the 
proprietors  of  the  tolls  and  customs  in  alt 
other  places,  should  appoint  weigh-mas- 
ters  within  their  several  jurisdictions,  who 
^ould  be  sworn  justly  and  truly  to  weigh 
all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes  be- 
tween buyer  and  seller,  for  which  service 
they  should  be  entitled  to,  the  fees  pro- 
vided by  the  said  act ;  and  that,  in  the 
reign  of  king  William  the'^Srd,  when  first 
the  trade  of  butter  became  an  objedt  of 
legislative  Regulation  in  Ireland,  the  in- 
spection of  its  quality,  and  the  ascertain- 
ment  of  its  weight,  were  committed  to  the 
chief  magistrates  in  corporate  towns,  as 
incident  to  their  corporate  right ;  and 
that,  by  a  statute  passed  in  Ireland  in  the 
8th  year  of  king  George  the  1st,  distinct 
weigh-masters  were  first  appointed  for 
the  weighing  butter,  hides,  and  tallow^ 
and  the  chief  magistrates  in  all  corporate 
towns  were  empowered  to  nominate  the 
wei^h-masters  within  their  respective  ju- 
risdictions, thereby  evidently  recognizing 
and  confirming,  as  the  Petitioners  submit* 
the  ancient  corporate  right  hereinbefore 
mentioned ;  and  that,  by  another  statute 
passed  in  Ireland  in  the  1 0th  year  of  king 
George  the  I  st,  various  additional  regula- 
tions for  the  butter  trade  of  Ireland  were 
introduced,  but  the  appointment  of  weigh- 
masters  was  still  vested  in  the  chief  magis- 
trates and  aldermen  of  the  several  corpo- 
rate towns,  Dublin  and  Cork  only  except- 
ed, and  it  is  to  this  exception,  and  to  the 
unjust  and  unequal  consequences  which 
flowed  from  it,  that  the  Petitioners  beg 
leave  humbly  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House,  as  the  causes  of  the  grievance  of 
which  they  complain,  for,  by  a  subsequent 
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lectioQ  <if  the  said  9c%  the  appoiotmeot  of 
weigh-maftera  in  ili^B  city  of  Dublin  was 
rp-v«sted  in  the  mayor,  together  with  the 
sheriff^  commons,  and  citizens  of  Dublin, 
in  which  body  it  remains  to  the  present 
day,  whereas,  in  Cork,  the  place  of  weigh- 
master  was  granted  by  name  to  Edmood 
Kuapp  aqd  Edward  Hoare«  the  then  repre? 
sentatiTes  in  parliament  of  the  said  city, 
and  to  the  survivor  of  them,  though  con- 
trary to  the  expres9  wish  of  the  mayor, 
dieriiis,  9Lod  commonalty  of  the  said  ciiy, 
as  appears  l>y  their  records ;  by  which 
grant  the  Petitioners'  predecessors  endured 
the  double  mortification  of  witnessing  the 
invasion  of  their  chartered  rights^  and  of 
iieeing  those  representatives  who  hs^d  be- 
tray^ their  sacred  trust,  rewarded  ^'uh 
tfa^e  spoils  of  those  rights  which  they  were 

boi^  to  pDOt^ct;  and  that,  a"  ^ 

was  this  breach  of  trust  and  v 
nght  esteemed  by  the  lord  1 
then  lord  chancellor  of  Irelanc 
^ptered  his   solemn   protisst  aj 
Dassiog  of  the  said  act  on  the  JJ 
the^  House  of  Lorda  of  Ireland 
evidencing  the  opinion  of  ^e 
character  ^n  the  kingdom  aiB  to 
t^ce  of  the  said  act;  and  that  ^,.t.  — 
iramers  of  the  said  Statute,  as  if  to  excuse 
the  violation  of  the  right,  while  they  re- 
tained its  benefit  in  the  paiticular  inst^uice, 
introduced  a  clause  in  the  said  act,  em- 
powering the  mayor,  aldermen,  ^nd  com- 
mon council  of  the  city  of  Cork,  in  case  of 
the  death  of  the  said  Edmond  Knapp  and 
Edward  Hoare,  to  appoint  the  weigh-mas- 
^xs  of  the  said  city  in  future,   which 
power  of  appointment*  by  the  intervention 
of  several  subsequent  acta,  mi^la^  to  conti- 
nue the  act  of  tlie  iOth  of  George  the  1st, 
WAS  rendered  nugatory,  inasmuch,  as  new 
appointipents  of  weigh-masters,  by  name, 
were  made  in  the  said  acta  oif  continuation, 
previously  to  the  occurrui^  of  any  actual 
Tacancy,  whereby  the  Petitioners^  prede- 
cesfors  were  tantaliz^  by  the  abstract  re- 
cognition of  their  rights,  and  the  practical 
!>revci^tion  of  its  exercise ;  and  that  the 
bregoing  method  of  pacllamentary  ap- 
pointment waa  coJQitinued    through    four 
successive  changes  of  weigh-o^asten^  un- 
til an  act  was.paased  in  the  Slat  year  of 
his  present  Majesty,  continued  by  a^  act 
of  the  40th  year  of  his  M^eaty,  W  whicl^ 
the  appointment  was.  vested  in  his  Mi^aty, 
his  heirs,  and  aoccessors,  during  thc'cooti- 
nuance  of  the  laid  last  mentioned  act,  and 
no  longer,  viz.  until  the  29th  day  of  Sep^ 
tember^  which  will  be  in  the  year  181i2; 


^aA  to  tbe.end  of  the  then  next  sesaioia  ot 
parliament,  at  which  period  an  opportu^ 
nity  will  occur  of  res.toring  tp  the  Peti^ 
tioaevs  a  rignt  of  which  they  have  beea 
deprived    in    the    manner    hereinbefore 
stated,  without  the.  slightest  insinuatioii  oC 
criminality  or  misconduct  oh  their  part* 
and  which  they  are  chiefly  anxious  to  re- 
gain, in  order  tp  exercise  their  right  for 
the  public  advantage;  for,  th^  Petitiqnera 
further  shew,  th^t  the  emolumeqtt  of  the 
office  of  iffeigh-mo^ter  of  the  city  of  porV 
nfiw  amount  to  a  very  considerable  ^nnoal 
sum*  ^riaing    altogether    frpm    the    tee^ 
paid  by  the  proprietors  of  the  article^ 
weighed,  branded,  ai^d   ipspe^ted;    and 
that,  as  t\\e  office  is  executed  principally 
by  deputy,  a  large  ani^ua)  tax  is  thus  levied 
on  the  indqstry  of  individual^  without 
producing  anv  ^cal  or  national  benefit 
whatever;  whereas,  should  it  please  th# 
House  to  gr^nt  the  prayer  of  this  Petition^ 
a  fufid  might  be  formed*  by  the  applica-r 
tion  oiF  which  gr^at  local  and  no  inconti-! 
derable  general  advantage  would  arise,  it 
being  the  Petitioners'  objea  to  veal  one 
third  pajTt  of  tfie  emplument  of  the  sai4 
office  in  trustees*  for  the  deepening  the  rl* 
ver  and  impr9ving  the  harbour  of  Cork, 
which  work  would  greatly  contribute  to 
the  safety  ^nd  facility  of  the  navigation 
and  commerce  not  only  of  that  port,  but 
of  the  United  Kingdom  in  general,  ioas- 
much  as  nine-tenths  of  the  shipping  which 
trade  to  the*  city  of  Cork  are  the  propefty 
of  British  subjects  ;  and  fqrth^r,  it  if^uld 
be  tlie  Petitioners'  object  to  vest  one  other 
third  of  the  said  emolument  in  trustees,  {or 
widening  and  improving    the  streetf  of 
Cork,  a  work  of  great  local  utility,  and 
from  the  prosecution  of  which,  although 
commissioners  have  been  long  since  ap« 
pointed  by  act  of  parliament,  the  Peti- 
tioners have   be^  prevented,  from  the 
want  of  any  fund  whatever,  parUamept 
having  always  been  pleas^  to  reject  the 
applications  ot,  the  Petitioners  for  aid,  oil 
the  ground  that  loc^  improvements  thoald 
be  provided  for  by  local  taxation,  a  princiT 
pie,  the  benefit  of  which,  in  its  application 
to  the  suhject  of  the  present  Petitpoow  they 
now  hnmhly  seek  from  the  House;  with 
the  remajni^g  third  part  of  the.  e^iolii* 
ments,  the  Petitioners iproujd  ewgag^  to  ren^ 
der  the  wf  igb-mastei^s  oiOica  mora  aji^ 
tive  than  it  e?er  has  been  hitherto;  aiwl 
the  Petitioners  beg  leavo.to  refer«  for  thia 
tr«|tb  of  the  above  aUe^atio^ff,  to  th^  i«» 
cords  of  the  Irish  parluMnoitf  hmgaUji 
tm^tuig  tjhal»  whea  the  origiiial  iavaaieii  if 
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iMf  right*  i«  ciilM  t<>  fiiilidi  ani  wbeti  ft 
b  (;<Mide«r«4  thiil  tfie  reiKMtlMi^  ihM* 
rfglita  uHll  tinlle  pi^ittt^  j<ittic€f  wilb  pub* 
l\t  ftdvattttfgtf,  Withotft  tile  |yftflM«1ify  tf 
hijoft  to Aftf  Mie  «f  bis  Mi^My's  «dbj«cir, 
flie  Ho«i^  ifHll  be  pleu^^  bjr  wbofev^r 
iict  may  be  intredoeed  t6  contitttte  et- 
tmeAdl  tbe  last  mentioned  eel  of  the  40tb 
jrear  of  bk  present  M ejesty,  to  restore  the 
ftl^inttnent  of  weigh-master  of  Cork  to 
it^fftnner  poseessors^  tbe  Petitiontrr  under- 
taking to  Apply  tbe  emoKiments  arising 
tberefrom  in  tbe  manner  aforesaid,  or  in 
iny  other  manner  that  may  be  pointed  oot 
d»  mere  cdnsonant  to  tbe  fyarpoietf  of  pub* 
*cnl«ky/' 
Ordered  to  Ke  npdn  Che  table* 

FitmoM  0^  Ma.  Cnoufron  MitEcr* 
Uto  HIS  MAemim  caulbo  "  A  Mvlv/'1  A 
Petitfen  of  Samuel  Crotnptotf,  Of  Bolton^ 
eii<-le-Moors^  tn  the  county  of  Laneaster^ 
Cotlien  Spinner,  was  brought  up,  and  read  ; 
letting  fbrth : 

*TbaV,  in  the  ycai^  1769,'  t^r  Ricbard 
Arkwrigbt  obtained  a  patent  for  the  use 
Of  a  maehitteby  htm  invented  fbr  spinning 
oottoo,  coffitno^y  calfed  a  Water  Frame, 
the  ben^t  of  which  invention  he  exelu* 
wtely  enjoyed  during  thO'  full  period  of 
14  years,  and  derived  great  advantage^ 
therefrom ;  and  that  the  abov^  machine, 
although  eitcellent  fbr  the  purposes  to 
^bich  it  could  be-  applied,  was  eirceed- 
ingly  limited  in  its  afpplicati5Hi,'  it  being, 
wSrA  its  construcfion,' utterly  ineepabte  of 
spinning  weft  of  aOy  kind,or  Of  producing 
twist  of  very  fin6  texture ;  and  theit,  to  re- 
medy this  defect,  the  Petith>ner,  in  the 
year  1119,  completed  t&e  discovety  of  a 
Maehine,  now  called  a  Mela,  but  which, 
fbr  several  yea^s,  bore  the  name  of  the 
Hall  of  the  Wood  Wheel,  from  the  name 
of  the  then  place  of  residence  of  the  Peti'^ 
tk^ner ;  and  that  the  Petitioner's  machine 
not?  only  removed  the  pro-ei(isting  defects 
in  the  art  of  sfyinning,  by  being  eapable 
of  producing  every  then  kttown  descrip^ 
t^att  of  weft  as  well  aft  twist  of  a  very  su^ 
jH^rior  quality,  but  gsrve  birth  to  a  new 
manufacture  iit  this  country  of  fine  cam>- 
bHvs  and  muslms,  by  producing  yarns  of 
tHefble  the  firtene^,  and  of  »  much  more 
ac^  and'  pleasant  texture,  than  any  which 
fa^d^  ever  befbre  been  sbun  in  Great  Bri*- 
tftfn  ;  tod'that  the  merit  of  tbe  Petitioner's 
mchhto  soon  brought  Tt  into- general  use, 
siM  has  beeh'thte  means  of  extending  tbe 
cMM  manufkctu^  to  mor^  than  double 
tW  aftioont  tio  irhkb  it  thm  bitftfa'ctni#d 


00,  wberofcy  all  persons  employed  in  Hkt 
cottott  manufiBfetory,  and  tbe  public  in  ge^ 
neral,  have  been  greatly  benefited ;  and 
that^  nof#hhstandHDg  the  very  great  and 
numerous  advantages  derived  by  tkic 
eoontfy  from  ifae  Petitioner's  labours,  the 
Petitioner  has  hitherto  received  no  ad^ 
qoa«e  rewari  for  bis  discovery,  the  Peti- 
tioner having,  in  the  firiSt  instance,  been 
induced  to  give  Op  his  discovery  to  the 
public  by'tft^  solicitations  of  a  great  num« 
ber  of  very  respectable  i6erchants  and  ma- 
nufacturers ;  and  that  the  Petitioner  stated 
his  case  to  the  officers  of  bis  Majesty's 
government,  and  Was  iot  able  to  obtain 
their  detemiination  thereon  onti^  the  time 
Mited  by  the  Hotise  (or  receiving  peti- 
liona  fbr  private  bMU  4vad  elapa^d ;  and 
praying,  tbsjt  feave  may  be  gtveO  to  pre- 
sent a  Petition  for  such  i^emuncArartrion  fbf 
Ms  said  discovery,  and  giving  up  tbe  usO 
thereof  for  the  benefitr  of  the  public,  aa 
may  be  deemed  meet/' 

Ordered,  To  be  referred  to  a  Commit* 
tee,  with  power  to  send  for  persons^  pa* 
pers  and  records. 

Lord  Stkwako  op  tnt  HoosanotD.J 
The  ChmceHor  6f  the  Exchequer  observed, 
Hiat  in  consequence  of  tbe  conversation 
which  had  passed  between  him  and  thcf 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Wynn)  on  the  last 
evening,  respecting  the  Lord  Steward  of 
the  Household,  he  had' inquired,  andfoumi 
that  very  considerable  doubts  were  enter- 
tained that  tbe  oaths  taken  by  members 
before  the*  deputy*  and  the  other  officer* 
wo^ld  not  be  valid/and  conseouently  their 
seats  would  be  void.  That  being  the  case, 
he  should  propose  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to^ 
indemnify  those  persons  who  had  acted« 
not  from  any  wish  to  infr'mge  the  law,  bu J 
1  through  ignorance.  The  House,  under 
;  these  circumstances,  he  hoped,  would  havef 
1  no  objection,  when  the  Bill  was  bh>ught' 
in^  to  pass  it  through  with  as  much  rapi*- 
dity  as  possible,  in  order  that  no  inconve- 
nience might  arise. 

Mr.  WynH  was  convinced  that  there  was 
no  neglect  to  be  imposed  to  the  members  for 
taking  their  seats,  none  on  the  part  of  the 
commissioners  for  administering  the  oaths,^ 
;  but  that  the  neglect  bad  been  on  the  part' 
I  of  those  who  did  not  recommend  the  filling 
jup  of  the  office  of  Lord  Steward  much 
earlier. 

PaocBaniNTss  asLATmo  to  trx  £x» 
FOuioN'  OP  Mr.  BaNJAifiN  Walsh.]  The 
iorder of-theday,  ibrthe  attendance  of  Ben*^ 
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jamm  Walsh,  esq.  in  bis  place,  being  rea4 
and  Mr.  Walsh  not  being  in  his  place. 

The  Speaker  directed  ine  roettenger  who 
senred  the  notice  for  attendance,  to  be 
called  to  the  Bar. 

Mr.  John  Skelton,  the  messenger,  then 
appeared  at  the  bar. 

l^he  Speaker.    Did  you  serve  the  order 
on  Mr.  Walsh  yesterday  ? 
Mr  SkcUon.     Yes,  Sir. 
The  Siieaker,    At  what  hoar  ? 
Mr.  Skelian,    At  eleven  o'clock  yester* 
day  morning. 
The  Spefiker,    Did  yon  see  him  ? 
Mr.  Skeltan.     Yen,  Sir.     I  saw  him. 
Thp  messenger  was  ordered  to  withdraw. 
The  Speaker, — 1  have  now  to  inform  the 
Hou««,  that  1  have  received  another  Letter 
from  Mr.  Walsli,  stating,  «*  his  physical 
inability  to  appear  to-day,  or  to  face  the 
House  on  this  occasion ;  his  hope  that  his 
former  letters  may  be  read,  in  which  he 
does  not  mean  to  justify  but  only  to  pal- 
liate his  offence ;  and  his  desire  that  the 
House  will  now  proceed  to  decide  on  his 
case" 

Mr.  Bankes  then  rose  and  observed,  that 
in  bringing  forward,  which  he  should  do, 
a  charge  of  a  most  serious  nature  against 
a  member  of  that  House,  followed  up  as  it 
would  be  by  the  severest  punishment 
which  the  House  could  inflict,  he  should 
think  himself  highly  blameable  if  he  pro- 
ceeded ill  such  a  luanner  as  to  set  a  prece- 
dent, which  in  future  tiroes  might  place  an 
innocent  man  in  trouble,  and  open  the 
door  to  ground  enquiries  into  individual 
transactions  between  man  and  man,  by 
creating  inquisitorial  powers  in  that  House 
to  examine  into  their  private  concerns; 
but  such  was  not  his  intention,  for  the 
Letter  from  Mr.  Walsh,  which  he  had 
moved  for,  and  which  had  been  printed, 
(see  p.  940),  was  not  of  the  nature  of  a 
private  document,  it  had  been  publicly 
read  in  court,  and  therefore  he  might  be 
fairly  justified  in  assuming  that  he  did  not 
intrench  upon  any  private  righu.  He 
agreed  with  those  who  thought  that  judi- 
cial power  should  be  assumed  by  the 
House  of  Commons  as  seldom  as  possible, 
nor  was  the  present  the  first  opportunity 
that  had  been  afforded  him  of  expressing 
the  opinion,  how  little  suited  were  it8 
functions  for  such  a  purpose.  Much  less 
would  he  wish  that  questions  of  individual 
property,  or  of  general  character  should 
be  there  discussed,  since  it  ill  suited  the 
dignity  of  the  House,  that  through  it, 
ueaas  should  be  afi'orded  to  private  ma-^ 
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ievolence   to  acmtiniBe  every  dcnriatioti 
from  the  strictest  rules  of  moral  rectitode; 
but  it  was  inherent  in  the  Hoose  of  Com- 
mons, and  waa  a  part  of  the  constitiitioB 
of  every  aggregate  bo(}y»  to  preserve    its 
character  and  reputation,     if  the  Honaa 
was  proud  of  the  splendid  talents  of  soaae 
of  its  members, — if  it  ^It  gratified  by  the 
exertions  of  military  prowess  by  others— 
or  if  it  owned  with  satisfaction  the  dig* 
nity  it  derived  from  the  not  less  important 
though  less  glaring  virtues  of  integrity  and 
rectitude  in  others,  it  was  impoasible  far 
it  not  to  suffer  in  an  equal  proportioB,  if 
men    whose  characters  were  stained  by- 
vice  and  corruption  were  still  permitted 
to  retain  seats  in  a  body,  where  their  pe» 
culiar  deformity  was  rendered  the  more 
conspicuous  by  the  general  excellence  of 
the    whole.     Unless  from  time  to    time 
wholesome  remedies  were  applied  to  piH 
rify  it,  it  was  impossible  that  this  maia 
limb  of  the  constitution  could  coniinne 
healthy  and  vigorous.      It  was  scarcely 
necessary  for  htm  to  deduce    instances 
from  ancient  history,  where  this  power 
had  been  exercised:    the  extensive  and 
uncontroiuled  authority  exercised  by  the 
censors  over  the  Roman  senate  was  well 
known,  not  only  on  important  occasiom;, 
but  sometimes  with  capricious  iodiacre-  ' 
tion.    They  long  endeavoured  to  check 
the  progress  of  the  swelling  tide  of  lux- 
ury  and  corruption,  and  long  succeeded  ; 
at  length  thev  were  overpowered  by  the 
weight   of  the   torrent;    the    censorian 
power  was  overwhelmed,  and  when  again 
it  rose  and  endeavoured  to  re-esublish  its 
footing,  the  eflbrts  were  feeble,  and  the 
attempt  was  vain;  the  flood  of  luxury 
and  vice  expanded  itself  over  the  whole 
empire,  and  at  last  extinguished  the  few 
remaining  sparks  of  virtue  and  pairiousm 
which.had  once  blazed  forth  so  conspicu- 
ously a  glorious  example  to  surrounding 
nations.    The  British  House  of  ComoioBs, 
however,  had  prudently  never  permitted 
this  censorian  power  to  be  exercis^  by  any 
other  hands  than  its  own,  and  many  exam- 
ples of  its  exercise  must  be  present  to  tha 
minds  of  those  acquainted  with  its  history, 
which  bad  been  ro-printed  together  in  tha 
year  1807.    Cases  of  all  kinds  might  here 
be  discovered,  btit  no  general,  positive, 
or  precise  rules  appear  to  have  been  laid 
liown  ;  but  the  House  exercised  its  diacr^ 
tion  according  to  the  facts  of  the  partico* 
lar  case  presented  to  its   consideration^ 
There  were  expulsions  for  libels  on  per* 
sons  in  and  o«t  of  the  Hons^  where  tha 
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legal  M€«ptat}on  of  the  word  bad  oefror 
been  contemplated^  and  for  gross  immo* 
rality  and  impiety  in  denying  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Christian  religion,  had  been 
deemed^  in  the  beginning  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, a  sufficient  reason  for  thus  severely 
expressing  the  indignation  of  the  House. 
He  did  not  mean  to  enter  into  the  merits 
of  these  cases;  he  only  cited  them  to 
shew  that  the  Commons  had  always  consi- 
dered themselves  masters  of  their  owj^ 
{>roceeding8  regarding  their  own  mem- 
)ers.      The  expulsion  of  colonel  Caw- 
thorn>  in  1796,  was  entirely  a  new  case, 
and  much  doubt  wa^  entertained  of  the 
wisdom  and  prudence  of  the  proceeding ; 
but  among  all  the  precedents  there  were 
Bone  of  more   frequent  occurrence,    or 
which  had  been  visited  more  uniformly 
by  the  just  punishment  of  the  House,  than 
cases  of  fraud,  and  notorious  breach  of 
trust  in'  pecuniary  transactions   for  pri- 
vate and  undue  emolument.    The  cases 
of  public  were    undoubtedly   more  fre- 
quent than  those  of  private  fraud,  and  it 
was  extremely  naturai  that  it  should  be 
to,  since  transactions  between  man  and 
man  were  seldom  brought  to  light,  and 
until  within  the  last  thirty  y^ars  members 
of  parliament  were  concerned  in  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenues,  in  the  public  ex- 
penditure, in  the  lotteries,  and  contracts  of 
government.    The  principle,  however,  ap- 
plied equally   to  all  cases  of  fraud  and 
breach  of  trust,  when  coupled  with  a  most 
material  ctrcumstauce,^  the  notoriety  and 
publicity  of  the  fact.     Could  it,  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  be  made  more  notorious,  than 
by  a  trial  at  the  Old  Bailey  ?     It  was  im- 
possible for  the  House  to  profess  igno- 
rance of  what  was  known  to  the  whole 
country.     It  might  be,  perhaps,  urged, 
that  the  free  pardon  granted  to  Mr.  Walsh 
bad  altered  the  case. — In  passing,  the  hon. 
gentleman  said  he  wished  here  to  notice 
somewhat  of  an  inconsistency  m  the  ad- 
ministration* o'f  justice,  namely,  that  the 
conviction  of  the  oifender  on  a  public  trial 
should  be  made  public  to  all  the  world,  and 
that  perhaps  the  next  time  the  subject  was 
heard  of,  it  should  be  to  announce  that  a 
free  pardon  had  been  granted.    In  the  pre- 
sent instance,  indeed,  this  lenity  was  not 
to  be  deemed  an  act  of  grace  or  favour, 
hut  of  strict  justice,  since,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, it  was  impossible  that  it  should 
be  refused.     This  circumstance,  however, 
in  general  cases,  might  be  subject  to  mis- 
construction, and  perhaps  ought  to  be  ex- 
cepted firom  the  praise  which  so  truly  be- 


longed to  the  administration  of  justice  It 
appeared  to  him  that  it  was  equally  impor* 
tant  for  the  public  to  know  the  reason  for 
the  pardon,  as^the  grounds  of  the  convic* 
tion.  In  the  instance  before. the  House, 
the  pardon,  however,  did  not  take  the  fact 
out  of  the  cognizance  of  the  House,  or 
make  it  less  necessary  that  the  expulsion 
should  be  resorted  to.  The  pardon  had 
been  granted,  as  usual,  on  the  letter  of  the 
judge,  but  it  had  not  deprived  Mr.  Walsh 
of  one  jot  of  tlie  delinquency,  or  dimi- 
nished  the  notoriety  of  the  fact.  The 
hon.  gentleman  said;  he  had  been  asked 
on  a  former  night  by  an  hon.  member 
whether  he  prcKluced  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Walsh,  to  his  brother,  as  proof  of  what 
appeared  on  record  ?  To  this  he  should 
answer,  that  he  had  deemed  the  free. con- 
fessioiAf  guilt  from  the  delinquent  him- 
self an  important  document  for  the  House 
to  receive ;  ndt,  indeed,  that  it  would  be 
strict  legal  evidence  in  a  court  of  justice, 
but  the  House,  it  should  be  remembered, 
was  not  bound  to  the  technical  forms  of 
law,  and  it  would  be  injurious  to  the  con* 
stitution  to  permit  them  to  controul  its  pro- 
ceedings. If,  however,  strict  legal  proof 
were  required,  it  was  before~the  House; 
besides  which,  it  had  the  best  evidence  of 
the  deliberate  turpitude  of  the  culprit. 
He  was  not  even  bound  to  shew  that  this 
case  came  within  an^  of  the  precedenta 
in  the  Journals;  for  if  it  were,  as  he  be- 
lieved, of  sufficient  magnitude  for  the  cog- 
nizance of  the  House,  it  had  not  only  a  . 
right,  but  was  bound  to  proceed  to  expul- 
sion. In  the  year  1732,  however,  would, 
be  found  an  example,  if  it  were  required, 
fully  authorizing  this  step.  It  was  a  ease 
where  three  members  of  the  House  had 
been  driven  from  their  seats  for  embezzling 
monies  belonging  to  a  public  subscription, 
called  **  The  Charitable  Corporation,^  of 
which  they  were  directors  and  managers, 
which  could  by  no  construction  be  termed 
public  money.  A  precedent  of  an  earlier 
date,  in  1607,  went  still  further,  which 
he  stated  merely  to  shew  the  extent  to 
which  the  House  had  gone.  Sir  Edward 
Thomas,  in  a  petition,  charged  his  sen,  a 
member  of  that  House,  of  being  guilty  of 
divers  frauds,  injuries,  and  abuses,  and 
therefore  prayed  that  inquiry  might  be  in- 
stituted. A  committee  was  appoinCed— 
the  House  did  not  send  the  father  to  seek 
his  remedy  in  the  courts  of  law,  but  con- 
ceiving that  the  honour  and  dignity  of  their 
body  was  implicated,  directed  an  inquiry 
into  the  mcriu  of  the  case.    The  report  of 
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tke  ocMDtaiUte  wit  r*vo«r«b1e  to  the  i6tti 
attd  oomeqaieBUy  th«r«  were  no  fartbet 
proceedings  imd  upon  the  peticiort.  Tlie 
eoupl«iBt  was  not  cleirlj  stated  OA  the 
Journals,  but  from  the  nature  and  confiee* 
tion  of  the  comf>)ainant|  he  rather  sup^ 
posed  it  mast  be  one  of  flagrant  immo* 
rality.  He  stated  the  case  to  shew,  in  the 
Arst  instance,  that  the  House  possessed 
large  discretionarv  powers;  and  in  the 
second  instance,  that  he  was  not  actuated 
rn  bringing  forward  the  present  charge 
from  any  malignant  motives.  In  other 
cases,  the  House  had  expelled  members, 
and  directed  them  to  be  proceeded  against 
afWrwards  in  the  courts  nelow.  The  hon. 
gentleman  maintained,  therefore^  that  the 
govemiug  principle  upon  which  the  House 
was  called  to  act.  was  the  notoriety  of  the 
fact.  demoDBtrable  from  papers  t^n  the 
table,  which  shewed  that  it  was  a  gross 
breach  of  trust,  beyond  the  power  of  cavil 
to  dispute,  and  as  such  entitled  (o  the  Seve- 
vest  punishment  in  the  breaK  of  the  House 
fx>  inflict.  With  respect  to  the  attentbnce 
of  Mr.  Walsh,  he  did  not  mean  i^  press 
hia  absence  against  him  as  an  aggravation 
«f  his  oi&nce :  had  he  attended,  he  shoultf 
have  thought  it  indicative  of  a  hardened 
mind  after  the  production  of  the  documenu 
alluded  to*  He  trusted  and  hoped  his 
subsequent  conduct  would  free  htm  from 
Sfaat  suspieien.  He  then  adverted  gene- 
ratty  to  the  cases  on*  the  Journals,  which 
he  considered  as  bearing  on  the  present, 
but  should  the  House  not  so  consider  them, 
and  be  of  opinion  the  present  wss  a  new 
case,  then  he  must  contend  that  the  House 
was  bound  to  establish  a  new  precedent. 
Kthe  House  did  not  punish,  they  wonid 
become  partakers  in  the  cKsgrace.  He 
concluded  with  moving,  '^  That  Benjamin 
Walsh,  esq,  a  member  of  this  House,  hav- 
ing been  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  in  Ja- 
miary  last,  for  Felony,  and  convicted 
tbereof.  and  having  receitvd  a  free  pardon 
by  reas<m  of  his  offimce  not  ainoonting  to 
felony  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judges ;  but 
gross  fraud  and  notorious  breach  of  trust 
Eavhif^  been  proved  against  him  on  the 
said  trial,  is  unworthy  and  unfit  to  con- 
tinue a  member  of  this  House.^^ 

The  l^peaker,  previous  to  putting  the 
question,  suggested  to  the  hen.  member 
that  the  documents  to  which  he  had  re- 
U^nd,  should  be  entered  as  read  on  this 
day.  Which  was  aeeordhigl  j  done.  The 
^estion  was  then  pat 

Sir  ilrMar  Piggoti  stated,  that  he  had  so 
aueh  Keq»eci  for  ^  ben.  geAttemaa  who 


Pf^ccedi^  ftUui^  to  He'  t^l^ 

bad  just  taken  his  seat,  and  so  tt«c4i  emh- 
fidenoe  in  the  rectitude  of  his  intei^tlofia, 
sttid  the  integrity  and  independence  of  bia 
eonduet.  that  in  all  matters  of  indifi^reiiee^ 
where  no  isaportani  question  wai'intolved, 
he  should  be  inclined,  almost  withont  iii«> 
quir}s  to  adopt  his  opiniooa.  In  neitbef 
of  these  two  distinctions,  however*  coaki 
he  place  t^  present  case,  and  he  trusted 
he  should  be  <Acused  if  he  stated  his  rea- 
sons for  thinking  it  his  indispensible  dut  j 
to  oppose  the  motion.  He  did  so^  from  & 
deep  conviction  of  its  constitutional  iropro-* 
priety,  notwithstanding  all  the  odiuni  and 
rsproaeh  with  which  Mr.  Walsh  had  beeis 
loaded ;  he  was  satisfied  that  a  ceacor-^ 
pence  rn  the  %ote  proposed  would  b^  eata^ 
blishing  a  precedent,  the  consequences  of 
which,  though  seen  only  in  distant  pToa* 
pect.  appeared  most  dangerous  and  akutn*' 
mg.  He  was  little  disposed  to  emtr  kito^ 
a  discussion  of  the  nature  of  the  jurisdvc*' 
tion  that  House  exercised  over  its  mettt* 
bers,  but  hitherto,  in  his  view,  nothing 
had  been  adduced  which  coufd,  in  tbe 
sliffhiest  degree  justify  so  severe  and  hast/ 
a  decision.  The  cases  of  libel  must  cer« 
fainly  be  put- out  of  sight,  because  it  wa» 
a  public  crime  acknowledgedand  punished 
by  the  law.  As  little  was  he  dispooed  to' 
question  the  propriety  of  the  espnlston  of 
members  for  breaches  of  pubKc  trust,  be^i' 
cause  no  one  would  deny  that  the  House, 
which  professed  to  be  the  guardian  of  the 
public  purse,  had  a  jurisdiction  over  sucb 
of  its  members  as,  forgetting  their  duty,  an-' 
lawfrilly  thrust  their  hands  into  it ;  bat  he 
could  never  be  brought  to  agree>  that  the 
mere  breach  of  a  private  trust  was  any 
sufficient  ground  for  the  vindtctive  pro-' 
ceedhng  soggestlsd  by  the  motion  just  read 
from  tbe>  chair.  The  only  precedent  of 
an  enquiry  of  a  private  nature  was  taken 
from  timee  when  the  usages  of  paHiament 
were  tague  and  unsettted'^the  War  rt9€7, 
the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  James  I. 
It  did  not  exactly  appear  what  stepe  were 
taken  on  that  occasion,  and  what  was  the 
exact  nature  of  the  traiisaetion:  yetthiir 
was  the  only  instance  which  cooM  be  pro«- 
duced,  after  a  most  laborions  search  into 
the  Journals.  The  case  of  the  Cha- 
ritable Corporation  he  would  presently- 
prove  to  be  of  a  very  different  deseriptiett. 
Bui  fbr  the  present,  setting  aside  tbesa- 
oonsideratlotts,  be  wished  to  be  informed 
what  the  House  k«ew.  pariiamentartly,  ctf^ 
the  cht^rsM  and  compmnts  agaiitst  Mr. 
Walsh  ?  The  record  certafaily  stated^  that 
hrwas  nidfctMl  for  certain  feloaies  eon-' 
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Upied  ia  fteven  countf,  feUawed  by  a 
general  verdict  of  gailty.  The  record 
Sieo  (afid  be  wiibed  the  atteaiion  of  the 
oaemben  of  the  legal  pnofession  to  what 
he  was  ab#pt  to  «ay)  did  not  contain  the 
jndgroeotof  the  court  npon  the  conviction* 
tbAt'jadgmevt  being  postponed  to  another 
day-  So  that  there  was  a  verdict  without 
judgment:  and  yet  the  hon.  mover  made 
qee  of  ihii  record  as  evidence.  He  was 
astonished  the  bon.  oiover  had  eo  done. 
What  was  to  be  collected  froas  this  record  ? 
No  cotirt  coold  use  it  for  any  purpose  or 
aotitpon  it;  wm  cmMo^,  what  thejudgr 
iaent  might  have  been;  a  verdicn  of  a^.- 
4f^iual  might  have  been  the  result.  Siip<> 
posing  the  jury  had  found  him  guilty, 
would  a  forfeiture  of  goods  and  chattels  as 
In  oaees  of  felpny  have  taken  place  npon 
ilie  j:ecord>  po  judgment  being  on  the 
f^po  of  H  ?  the  cas9  was  reserved  for  more 
mature  deUberatinn.  All  the  judges  were 
cif  opinion  tha^  the  lacts  did  not  amount  to 
fehmy ;  theie  was  ia  truth  no  ground  for 
l^rliamantary  proceeding  againf^t  Mr. 
Wflsh*  nor  had  he  (sir  Arthur)  any  dis* 
Unct  notice  of  what  the  charge  was. 
What  the  facts  were  be  knew  not,  and  no 
member,  be  beUevod,  actually  did,  ex- 
cept fivHn  the  Letter  of  the  Chief  Baron, 
vbioh  stated  that  the  charge,  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  Judges,  did  not  amount  to 
felony.  If  the  charges  could  have  been 
argued  belbre  the  three  judges  at  the  Old 
9aiky,  they  must  have  acquitted  him; 
therefore  in  point  of  fact*  the  case  in  sub* 
stance,  in  reason,  and  in  common  sense, 
stood  in  tlieae  materials,  as  if  he  had  been 
acquitted.  The  bon,  and  learned  gentle- 
man declared  that  he  did  not  know  Mr. 
Walsh ;  had  never  seen  himi  nor  had  the 
slightest  intercourse  with  him  ;  he  viewed 
him  in  the  light  of  one  of  the  King's  sub- 
jects, entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  law,  of 
whicb>  io  his  opinion,.  Mr.  Walsh  was 
QQW  substantially  in  posseasion,  for  he 
could  not  consider  the  result  as  any  thing 
(ess  than  an  acquittal.  All  the  time« 
ll^ereCore,  be  had  been  detained  as  a  ceo* 
piloted  f6k>n»  be  had  been  unjustly  de« 
tiuoed.  The  letter  of  tbe  Chief  Baron^ 
tp  be  aurOi  said  that  the  facto  in  the  charge 
wer«  proved^  but  that  it  did  not  amount  to 
felony.  Tbe  pardon  consequent  upon 
|hat  letter  might  be  ccMsidered  i^  a  frat 
pardon,  for  it  anthoriaed  tbe  sheriff  to  dia^ 
change  Urn  out  of  prison.  Independent 
•f  that  conaidevaiionj  there  waano  gresind 
&a  any  parliamentary  procnedinga.  Siq^* 
ppaiogthe  facto  were  asstatedrhacould 


net  be  prosecnted  farther  in  any  of  the 
courts  below ;  nor  could  any  criminal  pu^ 
niahment  be  inflicted  upon  him.  Sup» 
posing  the  crime  to  be  a  breach  of  trast, 
how  did  the  record  connect  itself  with  the 
crime  charged,  a^d  what  had  the  House^ 
under  those  circumstances,  to  do  ?  It  waa 
not  because  the  facto  were  notorious  in  a 
newspaper*  that  therefore  tbe  House  must 
proceed.  All  that  Mr.  Walsh  had  suf- 
fered bad  been  wrongAilly  endured:  he 
did  not  impute  blame  to  tbe  prosecutors, 
hot  they  bad  mistaken  the  nature  of  the 
charge.  It  beheired  the  Hoose>  there- 
fore, to  consider  the  principle  they  were 
called  upon  to  recograse  and  support,  and 
not  make  a  precedent,  which,  thirty  yeara 
hence,  when  Mr,  Walsh  and  his  history 
were  forgotten,  might  be  complained  of. 
The  case  ef  notoriety  had  nothing  to  da 
with  the  question*  It  bad  no  resemblance 
to  the  Chariti^le  Corporation  case— thai 
was  a  fund  established  in  the  reign  oC 
queen  Anne,  amounting  to  30^00/.  The 
directors  of  it  after warda  repeatedly  ap- 
plied to  the  crown,  with  false  allegations, 
for  the  Queen's  licence  to  extend  the 
funds  of  the  charity,  and  the  consequence 
was,  they  obtained,  by  these  undue 
means,  leave  to  extend  the  subscriptions 
to  aoOfiOOl  At  last*  in  the  year  1732, 
when  immense  debto  were  due  from  the 
corporation,  a  Petition  was  presented 
from  the  propiietori  to  Uiia  House,  stating 
greas  abuses  practised  by  three  members 
of  that  House,  directors  of  the  fund,  to 
buy  atock  when  low,  and  aell  when  high ; 
the  whole  amount  of  their  pledges  for 
400>000/.  (the  debto  of  the  corporation) 
were  about  30,000/.  The  House,  npon 
the  repreaentation  and  coinplaint,  took  tbe 
matter  up  aa  a  case  of  high  atate  delia* 
quency,  and  appointed  a  committee,  who, 
after  two  sessions  ef  minute  and  laborious 
enquiry,  found  sir  Robert  Sutton*  hart,  sir 
Archibald  Grant,  and  George  Bobinson^ 
esq.  the  three  members,  gailty  of  the 
charges,  and  they  were  aAerwarda  ex« 
polled  the  House.  Thajt  case,  so  far  from 
originating  in  a  private  matter,  was  neto- 
riously  a  pnblic  one,  for  after  their  ex« 
pulsion,  the  House  came  to  a  Iteseluiion« 
m  \l%i^  to  address  tbe  King,  to  direct  bis 
M^yesiy's  law  officers  (sir  PbiKpYorke 
and  Mr.  TMJbel,  the  Attorney  and  Salicilor 
Gesiaral),  le  proseonte  tbeot,  Ther« 
were  no  less  thads  seven  acto  of  perlinmeet 
passed  in  that  reign .  upon  tbe  sebjeet  e£ 
this  ee^^niry..  Tbe  House  woidd:  consider 
tMsqitestiattasslhoiit  mekinf  angrntferanoe 
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to  the  present  state  of  parliament,  and  thej 
should  endeavour  to  remove  nothing  fur- 
ther from  them  than  party  feelings  on 
auch  a  subject.  Though  he  believed  no 
person  now  in  existence,  who  was  in  that 
House,  was  any  more  capable  of  making 
an  improper  use  of  the  precedent  that 
would  be  established,  if  Mr.  Walsh  were 
expelled,  than  himself,  yet  when  they 
were  all  no  more,  posterity  v^ould  have 
a  right  to  ask  of  the  House  on  what  prin- 
ciple the  precedent  was  established  (if  it 
were  established),  which  was  thus  made 
in  1812,  a  precedent  which  might  after- 
wards in  the  hands  of  bad  men  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  most  mischievous  conse- 
quences. The  case  of  Mr.  Walsh  was  a 
case  between  individuals.  Many  breaches 
of  trust  equally  gross  had  come  before  the 
courts  of  equity,  without  its  ever  being 
thought  of  to  follow  them  up  in  the  man- 
ner now  proposed.  The  notoriety  of  the 
offence  had  been  insisted  on,  as  a  ground 
why  they  should  come  to  the  vote  pro- 

Eosed,  but  that  sort  of  notoriety  which 
ad  been  described  was  not  what  parlia- 
ment could  proceed  upon.  No  divorce 
bills  could  ever  pass  without  the  fact  of 
adultery  being  proved  at  their  bwr^  and 
yet  the  offence  on  which  the  application 
to  parliament  in  such  a  case  was  grounded 
was  as  notorious  as  the  transaction  in 
which  Mr.  Walsh  was  concerned.  If  a 
breach  of  trust  were  confessed  in  the  court  of 
Chancery  by  a  member,  though  there  the 
questions  put,  and  the  answers  given,  could 
be  brought  much  more  distinctly  before 
parliament,  still  no  man  could  tell  what 
the  facts  of  the  case  were ;  at  least  no  man 
could,  in  a  parliamentary  sense,  be  said  to 
kQow  what  they  were.  Would  the  House 
enter  into  an  enquiry  into  such  a  subject, 
or  would  they  bring  forward  the  incom- 
plete recorjj  of  a  conviction  ^t  the  Old 
jBailey,  which  could  not  stand,  and  pro- 
ceed upon  that?  Was  the  House  to  be 
Blade  subservient  to  such  transactions? 
He  apprehended  not.  It  had  never  been 
so  used  before.  However  Mr.  Walsh  had, 
in  the  present  instance,  disgraced  himself 
in  the  eyes  of  society,  be  thought  the 
House  could  not  take  cognizance  of  the 
action.  The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
said,  his  opinions  were  of  so  little  weight 
that  he  was  aware  they  would  influence 
nobody  else ;  but  he  wished  to  guard 
against  establishing  so  dangeroos  a  pre^ 
cedent  as  that  which  the  motion  went  to 
establish ;  and,  acting  «p  to  what  he  con- 
«tiT«d  to  be  bi«  duty,  be  certainly  sfapuld 
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not  concur  with  the  proposition  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  BathuTtt  acknowledged  the  great 
legal  abilities  and  qualifications  of  the  last 
speaker,  yet  thought  that  it  was  impoa- 
sible  they  could  be  more  misplaced  or 
misapplied  than  on  the  present  occaaioo. 
The    hon.  and   learned    gentleman    bad 
stated,  that  an  arbitrary  discretion  aboukl 
not  be  allowed  to  the  House.     If  the  hon. 
and  learned   sentleman  meant  that  the 
proceedings  of  the  House  should  not  be 
suffered  to  be  capricious  and  vindictive,  be 
fully  agreed  with  him ;  but  if  he  memai 
that  the  House  should  be  bound  by  strict 
technical  rules,  he  entirely  dissented  fmm 
that  opinion,  and  had  a  very  dififerent  idea 
of  the  constitution  of  parliament.     As  to 
immoralities  committed  by  members  of 
parliament,  he  did  not  see  how  they  af« 
tected  the  present  case.     Such  immora/i* 
ties  might  exist  without   injary  to  the 
public  official  character  of  a  man,  but  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Walsh  was  marked  with 
peculiar  turpitude  ;  and  breaches  of  trust 
were  precisely  of  a  nature  to  a£^t  the 
characters  of  members  of  parliament,  as 
members.     He  felt  no  desire  of  porifyiog 
the  House;   and  had  he  conceived  that 
the  present  motion  was  the  result  of  mi- 
nisterial influence,  or  party  feeling,  or 
private  spleen,  he  would  not  have  given  it 
his  support :    hut  it  stood   on  different 
grounds, — on  transactions  which  had  pass- 
ed in  a  public  court  of  justice.     The  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  had,  indeed,  worked 
himself  up  to  say,  that  because  this  was 
not  a  felony,  it  was  no  crime.     He  had 
stated,  that  there  were  no  facts  on  the 
record,  yet  that  record  contained  an  ia- 
dictment  which  in  seven  different  counts 
alleged  express  charges  of  stealing  and 
converting  bills,  notes,  &c. :  and  the  jorr 
had  found  the  prisoner  gtiilty  on  suca 
charges.     Surely,  here  were  facta;    nor 
did   he  see  how  a  special  verdict  could 
furnish  more.    The  Chief  Baron,  too,  had 
stated  that  ihe  facts  were  proved,  thoagb 
on  a  question  put,  the  judges  had  agreed 
that  it  was  no  larceny,  and  a  pardon  bad 
consequently   been    granted.— The  boa. 
and  learned  gentleman  had  said,  that  the 
offence  of  Mr.  Walsh  would  not  woik 
a  forfeiture  of  his  goods  and  chattels  :  bot 
what  sort  of  argument  was  that }  Waa  net 
his  character  forfeited,  and  was  not  that 
completely  proved  ?  The  argament  went 
to  tbisiangth ; — a  man  was  charged  wiUi  a 
felony :  he  was  not  guilty  of  that,  and, 
thereforerhe  was  entively  inoocent.    BtH 
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was  iberis  no  mora]  turpitudle  on  which  the 
preient  motion  might  be  sopported  ?  An 
iil9t9Dce»  which  had  been  quoted  by  his 
bon.  friend  the  merer,  clearly  proved  that 
the  House  bad  acted  on  such  principles. 
It  was  the  instance  where  they  had  first 
expelled  a  man,  and  afterwards  ordered 
him  to  be  tried  ;  .so  that  he  was  proceeded 
against,  not  on  the  ground  of  a  iegal  con- 
viction^  bat  of  a  moral  turpitude  ;  an  in- 
fltance  which  shewed  that  the  House  would 
not  sufier  a  member  so  contaminated  to 
retain  bk  seat.  In  the  present  case  the 
moral  guilt  bad  been  proved— no  circum* 
atances  of  mitigation  were  suggested,  and, 
besides,  they  had  cmfittntem  reum.  There 
were,  perhaps,  no  precedents  of  an  exatctly 
•iniilaj'  nature.  The  case  of  the  Charitable 
Corporation  was  not  precisely  m  point; 
hut  could  it  be  urged,  that  because  mem- 
hers  acting  in  a  corporate  capacity  had 
committed  frauds,  and  been  punished,  they 
would  not  have  met  with  tbe  aame  punish- 
Blent  if  they  bad  indiyidually  robbed  and 
cheated  the  subjects  of  the  realm  ?•— The 
right  bon.  gentleman  V  then  proceeded  to 
review  the  various  cases  of  former  expuU 
noM,  as  far  as  they  bore  on  the  present 
■ab|ect ;  and  observed,  that  if  the  House 
had  not  authority  to  expel  Mr.  Walsh, 
there  was  no  other  authority  that  could  do 
it :  there  was,  in  foct,  no  mode,  but  by  the 
House  conferring  upon  him  a  nominal 
office.  His  constituents,  indeed,  might 
alterwards  return  him,  if  they  chose  to 
adhere  to  a  person  so  contaminated.  The 
disgraceldl  offence  of  the  individual  was 
notorious ;  and  nothing  was  advanced 
against  the  motion,  except  by  technical 
objections.  When  (he  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  wished  the  House  not  to  let  their 
reelings  run  away  with  them,  he  must, 
himself,  at  the  same  time,  have  felt  the 
great  indeoorum,  the  gross  indecency  of 
such  a  person  aitting  in  that  place.  Under 
all  these  circumstances,  seeing  no  probable 
danger  from  the  adoption  of  the  motion, 
biu  seeing  great  danger  from  the  rejection 
gS  it,  he  felt  it  impossible  for  him  not  to 
giv^  his  sincere  and  ardent  support  to  the 
motion. 

Sir  J,  IHggoit  hoped  no  one  who  heard 
hinr  codd  so  far  have  misunderstood  him, 
as  to  suppose  that  he  meant  to  say  there 
was  nothing  criminal  in  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Wakh.  What  he  had  said  was,  that 
she  crime  did  not  come  within  his  juris* 
dicAiDn  ;  that  it  was  not  the  crime  it  had 
been  said  to  be  in  a  legal  point  of  view. 

Air.  MMm^  conceived  it  to  be  the  prac- 
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tice  of  tbe  House,  to  take  notice  irivariably 
of  facts  relative  to  the  misapplication  of 
public  funds  by  those  who  were  members, 
of  it ;  but  he  could  learn  of  no  prece- 
dents i^pplicable  to  the  present  case.     Mr. 
Walsh's  clrime  consisted  in  the  appropriat- 
tion  to  his  own  use  of  a  sum  of  money  be- 
longing 10  another.  If  that  fact  alone  were 
to  be  considered  su6Scient  for  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Hou86,  let  thetn  look  at  the 
trials  in  the  courts  that  were  constantly 
occurring,  and  they  would  see  how  the 
principle  might  affect  three  fourths  of  the 
country.    The  House  would  have  enough 
to  do,  if  they  were  to  give  their  attention 
to  that  subject.    He  wGhed  to  look  at  this 
question  as  it  actually  stood.    Mr.  Walsh 
had  been  acquitted  by  law;  ^nd  he  ought 
to  have  been  acquitted  on  his  trial,  if  the 
judge  had  done  his  duty,  and  knew  what 
the  law  was.    Let  the  House  look  at  the 
case  of  captain  Tomlinson,  who  actuaTly 
received  a  remuneration  of  800/.  to  cover 
the  expences  incurred  by  the  proceedings 
against  him.    It  was  certainly  not  a  suf- 
ficient reason  to  censure  Mr.  Walsfh,  be- 
cause he  had  been  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
a  circumstance  on  which  sotf  e  stress  had 
been  laid.    Any  man,  however  innocent, 
morally  or  legally,  might  be  so  circum- 
stanced as  to  be  brought  there  for  trial. 
If  the  offence  of  Mr.  Walsh  was  to  be 
proceeded  against  by^  the  House,  under 
all  its  circumstances,  he  thought  that  the 
House  was  bound  to  go  farther ;  and  then, 
how  far  were  they  prepared  to  act  ?  It  Was 
a  greater  fraud  than  Mr.  Walsh's,  and  a 
more  frequent  one,  to  send  to  tradesmen, 
to  buy  goods  to  four  times  the  amount  of 
Mr.  Walsh's  transaction,  deliberately,  and 
with  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  want  of 
either  capability  or  will  ever  to  pay  for 
them.     The  evil  in  the  latter  case  was 
very  extensive    and    very  serious.      He 
must  therefore  dissent  from  the  principle 
of  the  motion,  because  it  would,  if  fol- 
lowed up,  be  productive  of  incalculable 
difficulty  and  mischief.     With  respect  to 
the  moral  turpitude  of  the  offence,  on 
ivhich  it  was  asked  how  they  could  allow 
Mr.  Walsh  to  sit  in  that  House,  it  appeared 
to  him,  that  the  very  letter  so  much  relied 
upon  tended  to  shew,  that  the  offence  itas 
not  one  proceeding  from  confirmed  de- 
pravity, from  a  bad  heart ;  but  that,  oil  the 
contrary,  it  shewed  the  writer  to  have 
beeh  conscious  of  his  error,  and  speedily 
to  have  repented  of  it.     If  any  thing  could 
extenuate  his  fault,  it  was  to  be  fouiid  ih 
that  letter.    But  aUowihg  the  tnotaHur- 
(4G) 

^  Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1187]  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

pitade  to  be  a  cause  of  expoliioD,  be 
*  thought  the  House  bound  to  begin  tuch 
'ezpuisioDs  with  acts  of  a  more  flagrant 
nature:  such,  for  instance>  as  disturbed 
and  destroyed  the  peace  of  families,  and 
in  so  doing,  inflicted  the  severest  injuries 
on  the  community.  Persons  committed 
acts  of  this  sort  with  perfect  notoriety, 
and  were  even  convicted  of  them,  without 
any  notice  of  this  kind :  they  were  known 
by  positive  evidence  of  ten-fold  more 
strength  than  what  was  now  adduced 
against  Mr.  Wabh,  in  a  mere  pecuniary 
transaction.  The  House  should  take  these 
things  into  their  view,  if  they  attempted 
to  set  up  moral  turpitude  as  the  ground  of 
expubi6n«  and  not  begin  with  a  compa- 
ratively paltry  consideration.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  motion  would  not  be 
pressed  upon  the  House. 

Sir  Francis  Burdeu  said,  that  he  was 
Very  far  from  being  a  stickler  for  what 
were  called  the  privileges  of  parliament, 
but  certainly  if  there  was  a  privilege  or  a 
power  in  any  body  or  assembly,  less  dis- 
puuble  than  another,  he  conceived  it  to 
be  that  of  declaring  any  one  of  the  indi* 
Viduals  of  which  they  were  composed  on* 
fit  and  unworthy  of  associating  amongst 
them :  it  was  at  all  events  a  power,  which, 
when  compared  with  the  other  extraordi- 
nary  privileges  assumed  by  parliament, 
appeared  to  him  to  be,  of  all  others,  the 
least  liable  to  abuse;  because  if  any  mem- 
ber was  expelled  from  any  motives  of 
party  zeal,  or  personal  persecution,  a  re- 
medy wodd  be  open  to  him  in  an  appeal 
to  his  constituents,  who,  if  thev  thought 
differently  of  his  conduct,  could  unques- 
tionably restore  him  to  bis  seat.  This 
must  be  the  case  if  elections  were  what 
the  constitution  meant  they  should  be — 
fair  and  open,  and  general  throughout  the 
country :  if  the  people  who  paid  the  taxes 
really  sent  to  that  House  the  persons 
whom  the  constitution  entrusted  with  the 
province  of  levying  them,  why  then  there 
could  be  no  dimcuTty,  because  there  could 
be  little  fear  of  the  people  not  confirming 
the  sentence  of  expulsion  passed  on  any 
gross  defaulter,  by  refusing  to  re-elect  so 
nnworthy  a  representative.  But  since  the 
anomaly  of  private  boroughs,  since  the  in- 
troduction of  persons  into  that  House,  who 
came  in  professedly  to  vote  at  the  beck  of 
the  borough  proprietor,  a  great  difficulty 
arose — ^if  one  of  those  persons  was  expelled, 
might  he  not  be  sent  back  to  the  House 
upon  the  same,  or  some  other  borough  in- 
terest ;  or  if  he  had  purchased  a  seat  in 
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that  House  and  was  expelled,  could  he  net, 
if  he  had  the  money,  purchase  another  f 
The  troth  was,  that  if  a  pers9n  so  circvin- 
stanced  tliought  proper  to  maintain  hie 
footing  in  that  House,  there  would  be  no 
remedy.  The  hon.  gentleman  with  whom 
the  present  question  had  originated,  had 
talked  of  that  House  as  a  high  court,  and  yet 
he  gave  rather  a  singular  description  of 
this  court,  which  had  no  rules,  no  regula- 
tions of  its  own,  no  principles,  nothing  but 
the  then  will  and  pleasure  of  the  fluctuat- 
ing body,  of  which  that  House  might  be 
at  any  time  composed.     Such  was,  in  hie 
mind,  a  most  extraordinary  court  of  jus- 
tice !  But  as  to  the  right  of  that  assembly 
to  expel  one  of  its  own.  members,  lie 
thought  there  could  be  little  doubt  of  the 
right  of  every  body  to  try  to  purify  itself 
He  understood/ thaC  in  1 809,  the  memberi 
of  the  Stock  ^Exchange  had  expelled  Mn 
Walsh  for  what  they  termed  to  be  grosi 
and  nefarious  conduct ;  now,  certainly,  if 
the  feelings  of  the  gentlemen  upon  Change 
were  so  sore  at  the  idea  of  associating  with 
Mr.  Walsh,  he  did  not  see  why  that  House, 
even  constituted  as  it  then  was,  shoold  not 
be  allowed  the  privilege  of  removing  firom 
themselves,  in  a  similar  way,  an  annoy- 
ance of  the  same  kind.     There  was  no 
doubt,  he  believed,  that  Mr.  Walsh  had 
purchased  the  seat  he  then  held*  in  that 
House.    It  appeared,  in  the  investigation 
of  his  books  and  accounts  before  the  com- 
missioners of  bankruptcy,  that  there  was 
an  item  of  5,000/.  charged  on  the  soeets  of 
Mr.  Walsh,  on  account  of  bis  seat  in  that 
House,  and  such  odd  and  whimsical  con- 
fusion did  it  produce  amonest  the  commis- 
sioners, that  after  inefiectual  efforts  to  meet 
the  diffictilty,  they  were  obliged  to  resort 
to  delay  to  evade  it,  and  eoon  after  Mr. 
Walsh's  debts  were  paid,  the  bankruptcy 
superseded,  and  the  matter  heard  no  more 
of.     With  respect  to  tbeproceedings  re- 
cently had  against  Mr.  Walsh,  they  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  of  a  nature  the  mert 
mconsistent,    iqconsruous,   and    absurd. 
There  had  been  a  trial,  and  no  trial,  an  of- 
fence and  no  ofl&nce,  a  pardon  and  no  par- 
don.    Mr.  Wabh  had  been  indicted  for 
felony,  tried  and  convicted,  but  the  ver- 
dict was  a  fiUse  one.    How  came  this  ?    It 
was  found  subject  to  the  opinion  of  the 
judges  hereafter— a  mode  of  finding,  of 
which,  by  the  bye,  the  fewer  4nstaiicea 
that  occurred,  the  better.     But  whateoit 
of  law  must  that  bei  In  what  state 


those  laws  be,  of  which  the  ^^reat  law  ex* 
pounders  theaMolves  were  ignonon?   If 

.     Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1189]         «  ExpMm(^Mr.Bm9^imm^^'^ 

the  judges  themselyes  did  not  know  the 
hw»  was  not  that  law  a  mere  snare  for 
men,  insteadT  of  being  what  it  ought  to  bft^ 
a  safe-guard  ^  This  was  a  topic,  which,  in 
his  mind,  called  for  the  most  serious  con- 
Mderation.  With  respect  to  the  pardon- 
he  doubted  if  it  could  be  properly  so 
called — he  had  understood  that  a  free  par- 
don most  pass  under  the  great  seal-— he 
was  sure  that  at  least,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, there  should  have  been  more  pub- 
licity. Mr.  Walsh  should  hare  pleaded 
his  pardon  in  open  court;  the  reasons  for 
granting  the,  pardon  should  hare  been 
stated  at  large,  and  the  judges  would  be 
then  bound  by  their  oaths  to  say,  whether 
the  reasons  were,  according  to  law,  fit, 
just,  and  adequate.  As  to  the  intention  of 
Mr.  Walsh,  his  letter  left  no  room  for 
doubt,.though  he  knew  not  how  that  letter 
got  into  public  circulation,  or  by  what 
maoagem^t  at  the  I^ost-Office  it  was,  in 
the  first  instance,  secured..  However,  he 
thought  there  had  beep  full  enough  made 
out  to  convict  Mr.  Walsh  of  an  abomina*- 
b)ci fraud;  and  as  being  guilty  of  such 
fraud,  he  should  certainly  vote  for,  his  ex- 

Solsion  from  that  House«— -Before  he  sat 
own,  he  wished  to  mention  one  or  two 
cases,  which,  in  bis  mind,  the  House  ought 
to  have  prosecuted  with  as  much,  if  not 
with  more  rigour,  than  the  present.  These 
cases  were  not  drawn  frpmremote,  but  re- 
cent times ;  for,  as  for  jprecedents  of  the 
prodledings  of  that  House,  there  was 
scarcely  any  thing  for  which  there  might 
not  be  found  a  precedent  in  the  heated 
and  violent  time's  that  had  passed  at  dif- 
ferent intervals.  The  first  instance  he 
should  mention  was  that  of  Mr.  Steele. 
His  fraud,  in  a  public  point  of  view,  was 
of  infinitely  greater  moment  than  the  pri- 
vate transaction  in  the  present  instance ; 
apd  yet  there  had  been  no  notice  taken  of 
it.  It  appeared  upon  the  report  of  the  Fi- 
nance Committee,  that,  dorinff  the  admi- 
nistration of  Mr.  Steele,  the  then  Treasu- 
rer of  the  Navy,  he  was  in  debt  to  the  pub- 
lic to  the  amount  of  1 9,000/.  It  might  be 
•aid  that  he  had  paid  this  money  back : 
this  was  no  alleviation  whatever,  and  the. 
interest  was  at  all  events  lost  to  the  pub- 
lic—The next  case  he  mentioned  was  that 
of  Mr.  Hunt.  This  person  had  been  let 
go  to  Portugal,  where  he  could  have  been 
easily  apprehended,  if  the  government  had 
tbooght  proper.  He  was  now  in  the  Bra* 
ziU,  wbererth^  could  as  easily  apprehend 
him;  and  yet  this  defaulter,  he  under* 
tt^#  was  at  that  moment  in  th^  i^:taal 
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receipt  of  two  pensions  from  this  country,^ 
to  the  amount  of  1,0^0/.  a  year— one  of 
them  granted  him  in  the  year  1802,  the 
other  in  the  year  1804.  Another  insUnce 
was  that  of  Mr.  Mills,  who,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  cheating  his  creditors,  bought  a 
seat  in  that  House.  He  was  at  the  time  a 
prisoner  for  debt  to  an  immense  amount  in 
the  King's  Bench :  his  creditors*  petitioned 
the  House^  and  besought  them  not  to  in* 
terpose  their  privilege  in  behalf  of  a 
swmdling  trick  to  defraud  them..  The  ne» 
tition  was,  however,  of  no  avail  BfiUs 
was  enlarged,  and  took  the  opportunity 
bis  privilege  of  parliament  afibrded  him, 
of  escaping  to  America.  There  was  ano- 
ther case  of  greater  public  enormity  than 
either,  because  much  more  pregnant  with- 
mischievous  consequences,  and  that  was 
the  case  of  Mr.  Pitt  advancing  40,000/.  of 
the  public  money  to  Messrs.  Boyd  an9 
Benneld,  two  of.  the  host  of  voters  at  his 
beck^the  greatness  of  the  individual  ia 
that  House  might  have  then  protected  him 
— ihe  might  have  been  saved,  perhaps,  by 
a  majority  of  such  votes  as  he  influenced 
in  this  way  :  they  had  heard  of  late- 
enough  to  shew  that  such  influenee  did^ 
exist ;  for  what  else  could  be  meant  by 
drawing  the  distinction  between  what 
ought,  and  what  was  not  to  be  considered 
as  a  cabinet  measure  :  but  of  this  transac- 
tion of  Mr.  Pitt,  he  had  always  entertained 
the  same  opinion,  and  thought  it  a  gross 
abuse  of  his  public  duty  under  the  sharae-^ 
less  pretence  of  supporting  the  public  cre-» 
dit— (Hear,  hear,  from  the  ministerial 
benches !)  If  it  was  for  the  support  of  pub- 
lic credit,  he  could  only  say  that  it  did 
not  tend  to  support  the  credit  of  that 
House  with  the  public.  (Hear,  hear  !)  If 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  preceded  him 
in  the  debate,  thought  that  House  to  be 
made  of  a  collection  of — he  knew  not  how 
to  name  them— if  there  were  any  or  many 
such  persons  in  that  House,  or  in  the 
country,  that  would  be  with  him  a  tenfold 
rei^on  «vhy  the  evil  should  be  stopped  be- 
fore it  proceeded  to  such  excess,  unless 
they  should  go  on  the  principle,  that 
where  roguery  was  so  general,  it  was  vffire 
prudent  to  pass  it  over.  And  this  re- 
minded him  of  that  part  of  the  dijalogue 
between  lady  Macduff  and  the  child — her 
son  asks,  "  and  must  they  all  be  banged 
that  swear  and  lie  ?^'  Lady  Macduff  re- 
plies in  the  affirmative.  "  Who  must  hang 
them,''  demands  the  child.     "  Why,  the 

*  See  Vol.  0,  pp.  733, 734.* 
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booeM  men/'  Upon  which  th«  chH4  ob- 
lerves,  *'  then  the  liiM  alid  swearers  are 
fools^  "for  there  are  liars  aad  swearers 
•noagh  to  beat  the  honest*  anil  hang  jip 
them.'''->Tbe  hon«-  baronet  conDluded^  by 
observing,  that  he  had  endearoaredi  then, 
to  explain  his  opinions,  and  the  reasons  of 
the  vote  he  should  give,  which  was  on  no 
other  ground  than  his  abhorrence  of  tb^ 
conduct  of  Mr.  Walsh.  If  the  House  had 
any  power  of  expulsion*  they  hid  a  right 
to  e3iercise  it  in. getting  rid  elf  one,  who,  in 
public  esteem*  was  evidently  and  totally 
unworthy  to  remain  in  their  Mctety.  This 
was  his  opinion,  who  could  not  be  supposed 
to  entertain  any  very  high  notions  on  the 
•ubjectof  the  power  and  privileges  of  that 
^embly. 

Mr«  Hetberi  said*  he  could  not  tee  how 
(he  House  could  punish  a  man  merely  for 
itKnral  guih*  unless  they  went  on  a  broader 
scale,  and  visited  the  higher  crimes: 
cthelrwise  they  itrighi  act  severel  jr  to  the 
poor,  and  mikHr  towards  the  rich.  He 
did  not  dispute  that  Mr.  Walsh's  act  migbt 
be  highly  criminal ;  but  it  was  not  so  in 
the  eye  of  the  law.  The  indefinite 
epithet  ''disgraceful"  was  emphatically 
attached  to  it:  be  did  not  deny  its  pro- 
priety ; .  but  how  many  different  opinions 
might  there  not  exist  as  to  ih6  applica- 
tions of  that  term,  according  to  the  dif- 
ferent feelings  of  different  people  ?  He  re- 
collected in  Mrs.  Macauley's  History*  an 
anecdote  of  Henry  Martin*  one  of  the  re- 
gicides* who  was  caned  in  the  lobby  of 
the  House  of  Commons  by  the  earl  of 
Norihumberland,  for  opening  a  letter  of 
his  lordship's  at  the  post  office* ;  and  the 
historian  expressed  her  wonder  that  the 
House  of  Comoifons  did  not  expel  him  for 
submitting  to  it.  She  thought  it  disgrace- 
ful. Some  persons  might  think  it  dis- 
graceful not  to  go  to  church ;  and  others 
might  think  the  same  of  illicit  intercourse 
with  the  sex.  He  saw  no  end  to  proceed- 
infffl  founded  on  conduct  considered  as 
"  disKraceful."  He  kn^w  nothing  of  Mr. 
Walsh*  but  he  thought  the  grounds  df  the 
motion  insufficient.  Crimes  of  much 
greater  moral  turpitude  and  injury  to  so- 
ciety were  passed  by*  and  it  would  be  too 
much  to  begin  the  'moral  ground  of  ex- 
pulsion on  an  offence  of  (his  description. 
The  measure  seemed  calculated  to  involve 
the  House  in  difficulties. 

Mr.  Abercromby  rose  foiF  the  purpose  of 

*  See  Parliamentary  History  of  Eng- 
land, Vol.  S,  p.  1 0j>.  ^  ^ 
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opposing  the  miotion.    He  thought  thai 
tb«i  Housis  should  aitehd  as  much  Do  tlie 
danger  of  settif^  a  bad  pfeoeduftt,  as  to 
their  feelings  of  iadtgDatioii  at  the  iaavto- 
rdity  of  the  action  of  which  Mr.  Walsh 
was  guilty.     As  to  the  right  tbst  tba 
House  had  to  eznel  iu  members*  that  had 
been  settled  by  long  Q#age»    There  m^tm 
three,  great  dassei  of  cases  upon  whieh 
they  had  frequently  been  Called  vpenr  ta 
exercise  that  right.     The  first  was*  Ih* 
case  of  contempt  of  the  House  its^. 
Without  the  rignt  of  expelling  ia  sueh 
cases*  the  Hou*e  would  not  be  s^,  as  thay 
had  rio  other  tribunal  to  which  they  cooM 
look  for  protection.     The  secaud  oIm^ 
was*  breaelies  of  public  trust     In  theM 
cases  the  House  exercised  its  jurisdtetioQ 
on  sound  and  solid  principles :    for  as  if 
watf  one  of  the  primarjr  dbjects  of  thtd 
House  to  take  care  of  the  public  pa/ie,  i( 
it  appeared*  that  aiiy  member  had  tp^ 
propriated  to  hi^  private  purposes  any 
public  money    iii tended   for  the  pahlte 
good,   the  House    was  certainly  calM 
u^oH  to  inflict  its  severest  punishiaeiii  an 
the  offence.    There  was  another  class  of 
cases,  namely*  when  l>ers6ns  had    btttk 
found  guilty*  and  punished  for  grosi  e#. 
fences.    In  the^e  cases  the  House  pai<t 
that  respect  to  the  sentence  of  the  lawe, 
and  to  the  laws  themselves,  as  to  deeiH  a 
person  so  conricted  end  punished,  to  be  aa 
unfh  person  to  sit  in  that  Hodse^    Th* 
present  case*  however,  was  widely  .W. 
ferent :  there  was  a  record  of  conviettoa 
it  was  true*  but  then  that  record  wai  in* 
complete*  as  there  was  no  judgment  upon 
it.      The  counsel  for  the  prisoner  pr^ 
ferred  the  reserving  a  point,  ta  taking  a 
special  verdict*  as  thait  might  have  been 
brought  before  the  House  of  Lords^  and 
occasioned  a  great  delay*  during  which 
time  Mr.  Walsh  must  have  remained  in 
imprisonmetit.     If  it  had  been  a  special 
verdict*  there  would  not  have  been  t  can* 
viction.     As  to  the  mere  immorality  af 
the  act*  he  thought  that  principle  enght 
be  carried  to  a  most  dangerous  extei/t.   If 
they  were  to  go  to  the  courts  of  equity^ 
they  would  find  innumerable  instances  of 
persons  confessing  themseltes  to  have  been 
guilty  of  breaches  of  trust ;  and  It  would 
be  very  hard  to  draw  the  line^  and  say 
what  sort  of  a  breach  of  trust Hboold  makA 
a  member  liable  to  expulsion,  a  hen  and* 
ther  sort  did  not.     It  was  said,  bo#ever, 
that  the  notoriety  of  the  offence  ihould 
determine  the  punishment.     But  it  aj>- 
peer^  to  him,  that  it  should  retHer  fm 
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determkied  bjr  the  iffttore  of  the  ofi^nctf 
tlnn  the  Aoteriet  jr.  He  thought  that  !i 
was  a  dattgerods  principle  to  l^afe  the 
House  to  determine  on  eyery  separate  case 
bjr  the  feelings  of  the  saoment,  a*  that 
coorse  migfat  ofWn  lead  them  to  deteN 
mine  in  a  manner  #hich  it  would  be  tery 
damt^roiis  to  by  down  as  a  precedent 

Mr.  C  W,  Wynn  thought,  that  the  sub- 
jeet  was  surrounded  with  difficulties  of  a 
I        perplexing  nature :  on  the  one  side,  there 
I        Was  a  natural  wish  that  the  House  of  Conli- 
eMmis  should  not  suffer  in  character  from 
one  of  its  members ;  and  on  the  other  side, 
there  was  a  difficulty  in  making  a  ne# 
{Precedent.    In  the  case  of  the  Cb^Huble 
Corporation  which  had  beeft  cited,  the 
money  was  not  considered  as  public  mo« 
fiey,  but  as  the  money  of  ifidiTrdualft.     In 
*H  the  records  ^k  had  of  the  proteeding^ 
^'f'en  that  subject,  #e  should  find  on  read- 
ing the  debates,  that  it  was  never  stated  as 
in  embezzlement  of  public  money,  but 
merely  as  a  breach  of  trust.    It  would  be 
bard  to  call  the  money  that  the  Soiith  Sea 
>       Company  got  hold  of,  public  mohey ;  it  Wds 
ttitate  moiiey,  the  property  of  inditiduafl 
The   hon.  and  learned    gentleman  t^ho 
tf|ioke  last,  had  laid  some  stress  ori  the  eases 
tit  persons  convicted  and  punished  for  of- 
fences contrary  to  la#.     He  Would,  hoi¥- 
erer,  state  on  the  other  hand,  that  in  the 
tme  of  Mr.  Wall,  who  had  been  expelled 
fftf  perjury,  there  had   been  no  punish* 
ment :  and  in  the  more  recent  case  of  Mr. 
Atkinson,  ho  judgment  had  been  given. 
In  those  cases,  therefore,  there  had  been 
Tio  legal  disabilities  created  :  and  yet  the 
House  expelled  the  member  on  the  ground 
dmt  it  was  the  infamy  of  the  offence,  and 
not  the  punishment,  which  made  the  per- 
aon  unworthy  of  being  a  member.    As  to 
iht  prai!tice  of  saving  a  point  of  law  for 
the  decision  of  the  judges,  although  it  was 
ft  common  practice  in  civil  cases,  yet  it 
was  not  common  in  criminal  cases ;  and  he 
believed  that  it  was  done  in  this  case  at 
-   the  particular  reou^st  of  Mr.    Walsh's 
Counsel.     If  there  had  been  a  special  ver- 
ditt«  (md  It  had  come  before  the  House 
of  Lords,  (but  it  was  not  likely  that  the 
prosecutor  would  have  brought  It  there), 
lie  did  not  think  a  serious  delay  wa.4  to  be 
stppreh^nfded.     He  believed  that  Criminal 
Appeals  took  tht^  precedence  of  civil  ap- 
peals ;  and  ih  the  case  of  Hart  and  White, 
fftere  did  not  appear  to  be  any  great  de- 
lay.   An  hem.  gentleman  seemed  to  con« 
^der  Mr.  Walshes  Itiiti  as  an  cxtemiatioti 
of  fait  offittce.    Now«  it  appeared  to  bt^ 


that  ft  Wit  quite  the  contrary.  It  tp^ 
peared  by  that  letter,  that  Mr.  Walsb 
conceived  that  there  would  be  no  offence 
in  the  eyes  of  God  or  taan  in  cheating  Mi^« 
Oldham  for  the  benefit  4i  his  own  family  | 
but  he  allowed  that  the  seising  the  money 
of  his  friend  sir  Thomas  Plumer  was  not 
quite  So  pr6per.  In  this  letter  he  sa#  no^ 
thing  but  the  common  cant  of  sentiment 
and  morality,  opposed  to  the  plain  dictates 
of  reason  and  common  hdnesty.  An  hoiv 
baronet  had  compared  the  caM  of  Mr. 
Mills  with  the  present  case  ;  but  it  tp* 
peared  to  him  that  there  was  a  tery  great 
difference.  Mr.  Mills  was  imprisoned  for 
debt,  n6t  ttpon  execution,  but  upon'  mesne 
process.  Any  man  in  the  kingdom  who 
was  not  a  member  of  parliament,  Afigbt 
be  in  the  same  state,  if  any  «^ther  Indivi* 
dual  cho^e  to  sWear  &  larger  debt  than  he 
conld  procure  bail  for.  If  this  was  allowed 
as  a  sufficient  caUSe  for  expelling  a  mem- 
ber,  any  person  might  be  so  prevented 
from  taking  his  %e^  in  that  House  by  an/ 
other  person  in  the  nation  sitearlng,  eten 
tbit  day  before  the  election,  that  such  per- 
son owed  him  such  a  sum  of  money.  If 
it  wbuld  be  absurd  to  allow  the  trn^up* 
ported  affidavit  o^  a  single  indi^idudl 
to  prevent  a  man  from  being  ^l^cted  ft 
member  of  that  House,  it  was  evident  that 
when  once  eleeted  be  ought  not  to  be^ 
prevented  from  attending  bis  parlia- 
mentary duty.  In  the  c^e  of  colonel 
Cawthome,  that  member  wair  expelled,  al- 
though he  had  been  tried  before  a  court 
martial  appointed  at  thfc  pleasure  bf  th^ 
King.  The  object  Of  the  present  motion 
watf  ndt  ii3  punish  Mr.  Walsh,  but  to  take 
a  very  important  trust  out  of  the  bands  of 
a  per»6n  entirely  un^vorthy  to  hold  it. 

Mr.  CI  Adam$  supported  the  motion* 
upon  the  ground  that  It  was  a  case  of  great 
atrocity,  the  person  against  v^hom  thfe 
fraud  was  Committed  being  the  friend  and 
patron  of  the  person  ^ho  committed  It. 
He  hoped  the  House  Wodld  not  disgrace 
themseltes  by  having  amongst  them  %6 
degraded  a  delinquent.  Therb  was  no 
society,  however  insignificant,  who  did 
not  exercise  the  power  of  ^xpuhion  iA 
atrocious  cases,  and  though  he  did  not  pr^- 
tend  to  nicer  feelings  than  others,  he 
should  feel  most  awkward  on  coming  in 
contact  #ith  such  a  person. 

Mr.  Lia/nb  thought  the  subjeet  of  most 
grave  and  serious  importance^  but  th6 
argument  being  ftlready  elhausted,  hi 
could  not  hope  to  add  to  Uie  hiformatiod 
of  the  House.    Ho  was  surprised  tA  ti/^^ 
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the  notoriety  and  publicity  of  the  act 
brought  forward  aa  an  argument  for  ez- 
puUion ;  for,  certainly,  unless  the  circuni- 
stances  themselves  justified  the  House  in 

going  that  length,  the  notoriety  should 
are  no  efiect.  Another  argument  to 
M^hich  he  objected,  was  that  which  was 
urged  by  the  hoh.  gentleman  who  spoke 
last  but  one  ;  an  argument  which  would  in- 
duce the  House  to  expel  their  member,  lest 
a  handle  might  be  given  for  public  charges 
against  their  proceedings.  He  hoped 
they  would  not  be  influenced  by  any  such 
consideration.  He  hoped  they  were  there 
to  declare  the  law  of  parliament.  By 
doing  which  they  would  have  no  reason- 
able ground  for  charging  that  honourable 
House  with  corrupt  motives.  It  had  been 
said,  that  in  the  ci^e  of  Mr.  Wall,  the 
House  was  satisfied  with  a  record  of  con*, 
yiction  without  judgment ;  but  here  we 
had  not  only  a  record  without  judgment, 
but  with  a  reason  why  there  was  no  judg- 
ment. He  disapproved  generally  of  the 
practice  of  reserving  points  for  the  judges, 
instead  of  taking  special  verdicts,  and  sup- 
posed the  reason- why  the  prisoner's  coun- 
sel had  consented  and  thought  proper  to 
reserve  a  point  in  the  present  case  was 
their  confidence  that  the  law  was  in  his 
favour.  It  had  been  said,  that  this  was  a 
case  of  pecuniary  trust,  and  therefore  pe- 
culiarly unfitted  the  person  for  holding  a 
seat  in  that  House ;  but  he  did  not  con- 
ceive that  the  functions  of  that  House 
were  so  exclusively  of  a  pecuniary  nature 
as  to  render  ofiences  of  that  chus  the  only 
consideration.  The  hon.  gentleman  who 
spoke  last  but  one,  had  stated  many  cir* 
cumstances  which  aggravated  the  moral 
guilt,  but  that  very  fact  of  the  aggrava- 
tion of  the  moral  guilt  was  a  reason  for 
the  exercise  of  greater  caution,  as'  it  was  in 
the  heat  and  indignation  produced  by  such 
transactions,  that  dangerous  precedents 
were  most  likely  to  be  established. 

Mr.  WhUhrtad  begged  leave  to  ofifer  a 
6w  words  before  the  question  passed  to 
a  vote.  This  was  one  of  the  i^istances 
which  proved  how  necessary  it  was  for 
men  to  guard  against  first  impressions; 
for  there  was  no  man  who  in  the  first  in- 
stance did  not  think  that  Mr.  Walsh's 
c<Hiduct  to  sir  T.  Plomer  ought  to  be  visit- 
ed with  expulsion.  But  the  more  he 
thought  on  the  subject,  the  mote  he  was 
inclined  to  conclude  that  it  ousht  not.  In 
his  opinion,  he  ought  not  to  oe  expelled 
as  a  punishment,  but  kept  in  his  place,  and 
obliged  to  aUend  every  day.    The  hap- 
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piest  thing  for  him,  under  the  circwB- 
stances,  was  to  be  expeHed.    Genilemen 
had  cautioned  the  House  against  giving  a 
handle  to  those  who  were  inclined  to  ▼ilify 
it,  by  permitting  him  to  retain  bis  aeat ; 
but  the  very  ground  upon  which    tboae 
persons  vilified  the  House,  as  it  waa called, 
was  on  the  existence  of  such  mesms  at 
those  by  which  Mr.  Walsh  obtained  his 
seat.     He  would  allow  that  if  there  were 
grounds  to  justify  his  expulsion,  the  want 
of  precedent  should  not  prevent  it:    bat 
there  were  no  grounds.    Was  Mr.  Walsh* 
in  the  eye  of  the  law,  guilty  or  innocent? 
If  he  was  innocent  of  the  felonious  offence, 
was  he  guilty  of  any  other  legal  oae? 
They  would  find,  on  appealinjp;   to   the 
Judge's  letter,  that  though  the  fact  of  his 
having  formed  a  design  to  convert  the 
money  to  his  own  use  was  proved,  the  fact 
did  not  amount  HT  legal  guilt;  so  that  not 
only  was  he  not  guilty  of  what  was  .charged 
a^inst  him,  but  what  was  proved  agaiqsti 
him  wad  no  legal  crime.    Supposing  that 
sir  T.  Plomer  had  not  prosecuted,  but  that 
this  letter  had  come  into  the  possession  of 
the  House,  was  there  a  man  in  it  who  would 
have  ventured  to  make  the  motion  now 
before  them  ?  He  thought  not;   and  if  hai 
was  right  in  thinking  so,  it  waa  wrong  to 
call  upon  them  to  act  in^the  present  pro- 
ceeding.   As  to  the  fact  of  every  society 
having  a  power  to  expel  its  members,  bt 
knew  of  nothing  that  could  be   less  ap- 
plicable to  the  House  in  which  they  sat; 
for  those  societies  being  self-elected,  acting 
mostly  from  caprice,  and  having  no  pther 
laws  than  those  which  they  made    fot 
themselves,  bore  no  analogy  to  the  prin- 
ciples which  ought  to  govern  them.     Was 
h  because  the  Stock  Exchange  liad  ex- 
pelled Mr.  Walsh  that  they  should  pro- 
ceed to  do  so  ?    Were  that  ^e  case,  they 
should  have  done  so  long  before.     If  the 
King  in  council  had   thought  proper  to 
erase    the  name  of  a  privy  counsellor, 
would  that  be  any  ground  for  the  House, 
to  proceed  upon  ?  it  certainly  would  not; 
and  yet  if  the  act  of  any  body  could  be 
supposed  to  bind  them,  that  would  be  the. 
act.     As  to  the  case  of  the  Charitable. 
Corporation,  it  did  not  apply.    The  Com- 
mons always  proceeded  by  an  enquiry  of 
their  own,  to  ascertain  the  guilt  of  their 
members,  and  he  begged  gentlemen  to  re-^ 
collect  what  had  been  said  on  a  former 
occasion,  that  the  honour  of  the  House 
was  as  much  concerned  in  its  proceeding 
against  a  rogue,  as  in  not  sitting  witjh  m 
rogue.  ,.  . 
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The  'Attomey^QcMral  wished  to  reply  to 
tome  obserTations  that  had  been  made^ 
and  to  state  the  grounds  on  which  hit  opi- 
nion was  formed.    It  bad  been  said^  that 
the  guilt  was  not  proved,  as  it  was  not  Fol- 
lowed up  by  legal  judgment.     He  would 
agree,  that  conviction  having  been  taken 
subject  to  the  opinion  of  the  judges,  and 
that  opinion  having  been  against  the  fe- 
lony, Mr.  Walsh  should  be  considered  as 
having  been  acquitted.     He  agreed  also, 
that  the  notoriety  ofthe  transaction  should 
make  no  impression,  the  question  being 
not  whether  the  transaction  was  notorious, 
but  whether  it  constituted  that  kind  of  of- 
fence for  which  the  individual  ought  to  be 
removed  from  that  House.    As  to  the  man- 
nei:  in  which  the  question  had  been  brought 
before  the  judge,  it  was  strictly  according 
io  the  practice  of  the  last  sixty  years,  and 
was  preferable  to  the  course  of  special 
Verdict,  as  being  less  expensive  and  more 
expeditious :  it  was  also  m  the  present  case 
the  wish  of  the  prisoner*    He  was  sure  the 
learned  persons  engaged  in  such  investiga- 
tions, would  deprecate  any  interpretation 
of  their  opinions  as  given  on  the  case,  in 
liny  other  light  than  that  of  an  acquittal. 
So  far  he  had  no  difficultv*  but  upoir  what 
remained   he  felt  considerable  difficulty 
indeed.    There  was  no  course  of  proceed- 
ing to  which  he  could  compare  it  but  that 
of  Corporations.     It  was  well  known  that 
no  person  was  permitted  to  remain  in  those 
bodies,  who  was  guilty  of  any  flagrant  of- 
f)ences ;    there  were  different  o£fences  for 
which  corporator^  were  liable  to  be  dis- 
franchised, and  here  he  should  just  observe 
in  pissing,  that  Mr.  Walsh's  crime  did 
not  amount  to  a  misdemeanour;  as  he  was 
not  brought  in  guilty  of  a  felony.    If  a 
corporator  v^^uilty  of  any  offence  which 
might  he  triMI  in  the  courts,  they  did  not 
proceed  to  act  until  he  was  legally  con- 
Ticted ;  but  if  he  was  guilty  of  any  offence 
for  which  ho  legal  trial  could  be  instituted, 
iuch  as  oAences  against  the  body  itself, 
tliey  might  still  expel  him.    He  did  not 
find  that  the  same  course  was  pursued  in 
that    House.     There   were    instances  in 
which  the  House  first  expelled,  and  then 
directed  prosecutions  against  its  members, 
which  was  surely  enough  to  shew  that 
they  did  not  proceed  in  Uie  same  manner 
as  <K>rpofations.     He  could  not  conceive 
that  the  ground  upon  which  they  proceed- 
ed  to  expulsion  was  that  of  the  offence 
being  triable,  for  if  that  was  the  case,  they 
would  order  the  trial  first.    What,  then, 
tbe  natm  of  the  ofleacet  for  which 
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the  House  expelled  ?  Several  cases  had 
been  quoted  by  his  hon.  friend,  and  prin- 
cipally that  of  the  money  for  charitable 
purpo&es.  It  was  not  precisely  in  point 
with  the  present  case,  nor  did  it  come  up 
to  a  misapplication  of  the  public  money. 
It  was  no  more  a  misapplication  of  the 
public  money  than  this.  What,  then,  was 
the  ground  upon  which  the  House  would 
proceed  to  expulsion-in  a  case  of  that  de- 
scription ?  The  only  case  that  bore  any 
resemblance  to  it,  was  that  which  he  had 
already  mentioned :  and  if  the  House  had 
proceeded  on  it,  not  as  a  misapplication  of 
public  money,  but  as  an  act  of  gross  dis* 
honesty,  it  was  at  least  ecjualled  by  the 
act  that  had  been  committed'  by  Mr* 
Walsh.  Indeed  he  could  not  conceive 
any  case  more  repugnant  to  all  moral 
rules  than  Mr.  Walsh's.  The  former  re- 
sembled the  dishonesty  of  a  trustee,  but 
the  latter  was  not  merely  a  misapplication 
of  money  which  had  come  into  his  hands, 
bat  a  deliberate  act  of  fraud ;  a  cold  look* 
inff  round  to  see  whom  be  could  plunder ; 
fixmg  first  upon  one,  from  whom  he  with« 
drew,  only  because  he  found  it  impossible 
to  accomplish  his  purpose,  and  then  turn* 
ing  to  his  beneiactor  for  no  other  reason 
than  because  he  wanted  money  himself, 
and  thought  sir  Thomas  Plomer  could  do 
very  well  without  it :  a  case  of  cooler  and 
more  deliberate  villainy  had  never  come 
under  his  inspection.  If  they  were  to  act 
from  any  paltry  fear  of  public  clamour, 
instead  of  proceeding  with  coofidence  to 
do  their  duty,  they  w6u1d  act  in  a  manner 
unbecoming  their  situation ;  and,  basely 
as  he  thought  of  Mr.  Walsh,  he  would  not 
vote  against  him  if  he  entertained  any 
doubt  of  the  justice  ofthe  precedent  which 
that  vote  would  establish.  He  respected 
the  opinions  and  doubts  entertained  by 
gentlemen  on  this  motion,  and  had  stat- 
ed the  manner  in  which  it  had  struck 
him,  without  confidence.  He  was  not 
able  to  distinguish  at  present  between  it 
and  the  case  of  the  Charitable  Fund,  and 
thought  that  if  the  House  was  justified  ia 
proceeding  to  expulsion  in  that  instance, 
it  would  be  justified  in  the  present.  It 
was  with  great  difficulty  he  came  to  this 
conclusion,  and  he  ^as  very  ready  to  bear 
any  arguments  that  might  be  urged  against 
it,  and  to  adopt  them  if  the^  were  just. 

Mr.  Elliot  expressed  his  fear  that  the 
House  might  be  too  anxious  to  relieve 
themselves  firom  the  embarrassment  of  an 
association  with  such  an  individual.  Tberf 
was  no  function  in  t)ie  exercise  of  which 
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Ib^y  ought  ^  be  more  careful  ihvck  that  of 
e}[^ppUion,  aa  it  might  be  abnaed  by  the 
fBiDister  of  the  day,  or  by  the  f^xctB^^  of 
popular  f|iry.  With  these  sentiments  he 
was  not  prepared  to  lapnch  into  an  opean 
of  which  he  did  not  9fe  the  limits,  and 
l^b^rf  fore  he  $hovild  vote  against  the  mo- 
lion. 

Mr.  tfatiiNni9roi(nttf  declared  himself  ia 
favour  of  ibe  motion,  and  said  thai  he 
should  certainly  vote  for  the  expulsion  of 
th^  unworthy  member. 

The  ChanceUor  qf  the  Exche^^er  said,  he 
should  not  feel  himself  justified  in  giving 
a  silent  vote,  though  he  bad  little  etpec* 
tatiop  of  throwing  a  new  light  on  the  sub- 
ject The  temperate  manner  in  which  it 
had  been  discussed,  and  the  total  exclusion 
of  all  party-feeling,  left  no  doubt  that 
whatever  determination  the  Rouse  might 
PHtkp  to,  it  would  reflect  no  discredit  on 
them.  The  public  would  not  ascribe  the 
riijection  of  the  motion  upon  such  princi* 
pbes  as  had  been  stated,  to  any  corrupt 
motives ;  nor  would  thev  deem  his  expul- 
sion, if  that  was  resolved  on,  to  party  vio- 
lence and  injustice.  As  to  the  case  of  the 
Charitable  Corporation,  there  was  no  legal 
dooviction.  Yet  the  House  did  not  rest 
with  expulsion,  byt  directed  legal  prosecu* 
tion.  He  very  much  doubted  whether 
ipn  ^hat  case  a  legal  conviction  followed  : 
but  whether  or  not,  the  House  did  not  wait 
for  it.  They  had  expelled  in  that  case, 
which  was  not  a  case  of  public  money. 
He  agreed  that  they  must  M^ke  the  opi- 
nion o(  the  Judges,  with  respect  to  Mr. 
Walsh,  as  a  record  of  acquittal,  but  as  an 
acquittal  on  a  special  verdict,  and  incorpo- 
rated with  the  letter  of  the  Judge,  and  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Walsh  himself.  They  had 
Ihen  a  special  verdict  of  the  fiscts,  by 
which  it  appeared,  on  the  authority  of  a 
jury,  that  he  had  premeditated ly  obuined 
990Dey  into  his  hands,  in  a  case  of  trust, 
for  the  purpose  of  abusing  it.  The  House 
would  therefore  have  to  decide,  whether 
^tbat  was  such  a  case  as  ought  to  disqualify 
him  from  sitting  in  that  House.  It  was  a 
yerdict  of  acquittal,  but  it  was  not  a  ver- 
dict which  left  things  in  the  dark.  He 
agreed  with  his  right  bon.  friend  in  doubt- 
ing whether,  if  it  was  not  a  case  of  felony, 
it  would  aiAount  to  a  misdemeanour.  He 
rather  thought  it  would  not;  but  he  coiild 
not  Ihiiik,  that  because  an  act  of  parlia- 
liAm^njt  did  not  make  a  moral  ^rime  a  le- 
g^  one,  the  Hou^e  of  Commons  shouU  be 
prevented  from  taking  cognizance  of  it. 
Time  ware  nany  caaep  of  breach  of  tros^ 


as  stated  by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend, 

isir  A.  Pigott)  but  if  there  was  a  plaia  on« 
»rouglk  forward,  upon  the  mere  statement 
of  which  no  two  men  could  differ  in  ppi* 
niop,  though  it  was  no  legal  crime,  be  a^sr 
nodangff  from  the  precedent  of  expul- 
sion.   It  had  been  laid  that  it  might  b^ 
abused  by  the  minister  or  by  popular  feel- 
ing, but  they  would  not  be  more  exposed 
to  such  abuse  with  the  precedent  than 
without  it,  for  if  the  precedent  was  follow- 
ed, it  must  be  as  a  case  of  great  moial 
guilt,  and  if  they  did  not  follow  the  pre^ 
cedent,  the  precedent  could  not  have  pro- 
duced mischief.     Could   any  one   doub^ 
that  if  in  the  times  when  thie  other  cases 
were  adjudged,  this  had  i)een  brought  he- 
fore   parliament,    parliament    wouM  nof 
have  proceeded    upon  it?     He  be)iev«l 
there  was  no  case  of  expulsion  for  larceny. 
Yet  could  any  one  advance  th^t  as  a  re^ 
son  for  not  expelling,  if  a  case  of  larceny 
should  Qcoor  ?     He  knew  there  was  greai^ 
delicacy  in  exercising  this  function,  but  ha 
thought  it  might  adopted  with  at  mack 
safety  in  this  case*  as  in  cases  of  perjury 
and  forgery.    If  they  were  not  obliged  te 
wait  for  conviction,  be  aaw  no  reasoo  wbjf 
th^y  ^ould  not  proceed  in  the  inat^noa 
Hnder  consideration.    With  respect  to  the 
case  of  Hunt,  though  a  pension  appeared 
in  the  public  estimates  last  year,  it  waa  ap- 
plied to  public  purposes.    For  those  rea* 
sons  he  should  vote  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  iJonibs  replied.  He  contended  that 
the  principle  upon  which  the  House  had 
proceeded  on  all  their  precedents,  waa  the 
guilt  of  the  individual,  and  not  the  legal 
establishment  of  a  crime.  He  then  took 
a  review  of  several  cases.  With  respect 
to  Boyd  and  Benfield,  he  was  astonished 
bow  any  person  could  conceive  their  case 
bore  any  analogy  to  the  present  Ha 
really  could  not  see  the  danger  of  laying 
down  a  precedent  from  the  possibility  m 
future  abuse ;  because,  before  proceeding 
to  expulsion,  it  was  necessary  to  have  a 
fraudulent  subject  to  work  upon;  and  be 
could  hardly  conceive  that  auy  Dumber 
would  become  guilty  of  moral  guilt  to 
please  any  man. 

The  House  then  divided,  when  the  nmn- 
bers  were. 

For  the  Expulsion  of  Mr.  Walsh  lOl 

Against  it .••••••     1^ 

Majority    *..>»»#>■  ■     8d 

JMt  qfthe  Mmoriiy. 


Aberaromby,  hon.  J. 
Bennafti  hon.  H. 


Breogbam,  H. 
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Hume,   ^embcr 
.  Weymouth) 
Herbert,  B.  A. 
Lefeb?re,  Shaw 
'MaitiD,  Hebry 
0*llani,  C, 
PimM,  Bttiry 


for 
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JPigfott^iirA. 
Rmniily,  lir  S. 
Sharp,  R. 
WhiUMread,  S. 
VemoD,  G.  G.  V. 

tE£tBR*. 

£ltiot,n.bt>ti.  W. 
Laaib,hMi.W. 


Riofit  mr  PtTitioiinio  ttii  jPitmcB  Rfc- 
otNt.]  Mr.  WkiibrMi,  seeing  a  riglit 
iion.  gintleoian  in  hii  place,  would  take 
the  Kberly  to  ask  him  whether  ht  had  com* 
nttaicated  to  hi«  royal  highiie^  the  Prince 
Rvgvnty  that  a  noble  loH,  a  member  of 
'that  House  (lord  G.  L.  Gower),  had  in  his 
tiftnds  a  petition  tinned  by  tome  thoosanda 
of  peraont  cotkeerOed  io  the  StaHbrdshire 
Potterlet^  which  he  was  anxboa  to  present 
to  his  Royal  Higtiness  ? 

Mr.  Secreury  Ifydir  replied,  that  ha 
had  conraiiiQicated  to  his  royal  highness 
the  Pfince  Regetit  the  letter  which  he  had 
fcc^ired  from  the  noble  lord  on  the  aob* 
ject ;  bat,  prerioiis  to  that  commanication^ 
toe  had  answered  the  noble  lord's  letter^ 
by  informing  him  that  the  usual  mode  of  pre- 
acdting  such-  petitions  was  at  the  leroe,  bat 
that  no  Ic^ee  day  having  been  appoitited, 
io  avoid  delay,  if  the  noble  lord  would 
transmitthe  petition  to  him»  he  Would  imme« 
diately  lay  it  before  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent. 

Mr.  Wtdtbrtad  observed,  that  the  noble 
lord  had  stated  the  Other  night,  that  hay- 
iAg  apprised  his  constituents  o{  the  com- 
munication made  to  him  by  the  right  hoii. 
gentleman,  they  had  instructed  him  to  pre- 
actit  the  petition  to  the  Prince  Regent  in 
person.  Had  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
stated  this  circumstance  to  his  Royal 
Highness  ? 

-  Mr.  R^der  said,  that  he  was  not  aware  of 
havinff  receilbd  any  other  communication 
himself  fVom  the  noble  lord,  than  that 
^hich  he  had  already  meAtion^d. 


HX>USB  OF  COMMONS. 
Pridmf,  March  6. 
.  Mutiny  Bill.)  The  House  having  re- 
aolred  itself  into  a  commtttee  on  this  Bill, 
JMr.  WMAnad  wished  to  propose  a 
elfliuae,  which  however  be  hoped  the  hot». 
geDtletaan  opposite  would  frame*  as  he 
would  do  it  touch  better  than  he  cdtrtd. 
Schods  had  been  established  tf|  the  army, 
in  order  to  ooalify  the  soldiers  for  non- 
tiommisaioned  oflkers.  He  hid  uoder- 
ftdod  the  officer  cOuld  ordtr  the  men  to 
Jittend  such  school%  b«t  t  toamid.judgi 


vtAteB  ft,  ma.       [iisos 

bad  declared,  that  such  order  was  illegal, 
and  that  consequently  a  soldier  refusing 
to  obey  such  command,  and  advising  anb- 
ther  not  to  obey,,  was  guiky  of  no  offi»nce.' 
An  action  was  pending  against  him  (Mr. 
Whitbread)  for  imprisoning  a  man  urider 
such  circumstances,  which  Was  to  Uave 
been  brought  on  that  day,  but  which  had 
been  postponed,  after  having  been  kept 
han^ng  over  him  a  year  a  half,  M  a  very 
considerable  ezpence.    Now,  when  a  pro- 
vision was  made  in  the  Army  Estimates 
for  oaaintaining  such  schools,  and  officers 
were  directed  to  send  the  men  under  their 
command  to  them^  he  thought  they  ought 
to  be  empowered  to  force  their  attendance. 
He  begged  to  read  what  hid  been  said  by 
the  learned  judge.      His    tvords   were: 
''  That  the  order  to  go  to  school  was  aa 
order  which  appeared  to  him  not  to  be 
Warranted  by  zky  law.    The  men  were 
unwise  in  not  availing  themselves  of  such 
opportonities  for  improvement,    but    he 
knew  of  no  law  that  could  force  them  to 
attend.''    Thus,  it  should  appear,  that  one 
man  saying  to  another,  "  I  will  not  obey 
the  order  to  go  to  school,  and  I  advise  you 
not  to  obey  it,"  was  no  ofience.    The 
order  was*  in  the  opinion  of  the  judge, 
illegal,  therefore  the  man  had  a  right  to 
give  such  advice :  hence  it  followed,  that 
soldiers  were  justified  in  encouraging  one 
another  not  to  obey  their  officers.     Orders 
had  been  some  time  ago  issued  by  the 
duke  of  York,  directing  the  officers  to  Send 
their  men  to  school.    In  consequence  of 
this^  if  an  officer  failed  to  give  orders  to 
that  effect,  he  might  be  brought  to  a  court- 
martial  ;  and  if  he  forced  them  to  attenid, 
he  might,  in  consequence,  be  brought  to 
trial.    A  sort  of  mutiny  was  thus  encourag- 
ed, and  tbe  whole  discipline  of  the  army 
broken  in  upon. 

Lord  PMhnentm  observed,  that  the  sub- 
ject  was  entitled  to  serious  consideration : 
but  to  attend  the  schools  had  not  becfn 
considered  as  any  part  of  military  duty. 
Schools  had  certainly  been  established, 
and  a  provision  made  ror  maintaining  them 
in  the  Army  Estimates.  This  was  done, 
that  those  wishing  to  avail  themselves  of 
such  an  advantage  might  do  so,  but  still  to 
attend  or  not  to  attend  had  been  left  wholly 
opiiooal  to  the  parties.  In  almost  eveiy 
instance,  where  an  individt^l  Was  quali- 
fied to  h<rtd  the  situation  of  a  non-cdmmis* 
aioned  dfficet,  he  Would  be  happy  to  avail 
himself  of  the  advantage  held  out  to  him 
by  these  Schools,  and  therefore  it  waa  as 
Well  to  learo  it  optional  t<it  biiii  fo^ttead. 
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Mr.  FraMand  wai  of  opinion,  that 
however  adVantagdous  it  might  be  to  the 
meh  to  attend,  they  ought  not  to  be  forced 
to  go  to  school. 

Mr.  Whubread,  before  the  agitation  of 
the  question  that  day,  had  never  heard  the 
legality  of  an  officer  ordering  hi8>  men  to 
attend,  doubted  by  any  lawyer  or  officer 
with  whom. he  had  conversed.  The  noble 
lord  gave  it  up  in  a  legal  point  of  view 
altogether,  but  he  believed  he  would  not 
.  find  an  officer  who  was  not  of  opinion^  that 
.  be  ought  to  hav<2  power  to  punish  d-iaobe- 
dience  to  such  an  order,  as  well  as  disobe- 
dience to  any  other.  Had  he  known  that 
it  was  to  be  left  optional  to  the  soldier  to 
attend  the  schools  established,  he  should 
have  paused  before  he  consented  to  the 
vote  proposed  for  their  support. 

Mr.  Manners  Sutton  admitted  that  if  it 
was  ordered  at  the  Horse  Giiards  that  the 
;  men  should  be  sent  to  school^  that  order 
ought  to  be  obeyed  as  much  as  any  other, 
and  disobedience  punished  accordingly. 
It  was  however  unnecessary  to  ii>troduce 
a  clause  into  the  Mutiny  Bill  on  the  sub- 
ject,  as  when  such  an  order  was  issued, 
disobedience  could  be  punished  under  the 
act  as  it  at  present  stood,  without  adding 
to  it  the  clause  proposed. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  the  order  from  the 
Horse  Guards  directed  the  establishing  of 
schools ;  and  an  officer  was  placed  in  a 
disagreeable  situation,  if,  when  he  directed 
the  men  to  attend  such  schools  they  might 
refuse  to  do  so. 

Colonel  Dillon  remarked,  that  men  did 

not  enlist  to  go  to  school,  and  thought  it 

would  injure  the  recruiting  service  if  an 

idea  went  abroad.  Chat  they  were  to  be 

.  forced  tQ  attend. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  stated  it 
not  to  have  been  the  intention  of  the  duke 
of  York  to  make  the  attendance  of  the  men 
compulsory,  though  much  advantage  was 
es^pect^d  from  the  establishment  of  schools 
,  in  the  army. 

General  Tarleton  thought  the  subject 
entitled  to  serious  consideration. 

Mr.  Whithread.  said,  the  action  com- 
menced against  him  was  not  for  confining 
a  man  who  had  disobeyed  his  order  to  go  to 
school,  but  it  was  for  putting  under  impri- 
aonment  one  who  had  incited  others  to 
.  disobey  his  orders. 

Mr.  Brougluim  wis^d  to  know  if  it  was 
the  intention  to  intrdKice  any  clause  to  do 
away  military  flogging  ? 

Lord  Palmerston  said  it  was  not,  but  that 
the  regulation  «f  last  session,.  leaving  the 
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option  of  imprisonment  to  courts  martial, 
would  be  rendered  more  general. 

Mr.  BroaghaM  said,  that  as  it  was  not 
probable  he  should  be  present  to  take  ao  j 
part  in  tba  discussion  which  was  soon  to 
take  place  upon  the  subject  of  militarj 
punishments,  he  begged  leave  to  take  that 
opportunity  of  entering  his  solefain  protiest 
against  the  practice  of  punishment  by 
flogging.  As  a  punishment,  it  waa  w* 
surd  and  inconsistent  with  every  end  of 
punishment — it  was  equally  incompetent 
to  reform  the  culprit,  or  to  deter  othecs« 
The  greater  part  of  the  leading  military 
authorities  of  the  country  had  all  been 
unanimous  in  condemning  the  practice. 
Sir  Robert  Wilson,  general  Stuart,  ge- 
neral Money,  and  a  variety  of  others, 
the  most  experienced  and  distingaished 
officers  in  the  service,^  had  employ- 
ed all  th«ir  talents  and  influence  to  root 
out  the  practice  from  the  army.  It  had 
its  principle  in  torture,  and  therefore  must 
always  be  most-  objectionable,  for  two 
reasons.  First,  that  it  could  not  fail  to 
turn  the  feelings  of  the  people  witnessing 
the  horrid  spectacle,  in  favour  of  the  sul^ 
ferer,  however  criminal ;  and  next,  that  it 
had  a  direct  and  inevitable  tendency  to 
brutalize  the  people  habituated  to  the 
practice  of  iL  In  stating  this,  be  men- 
tioned nothing  but  what  had  been  already 
stated.  His , object,  however,  at  the  pre- 
sent was,  rather  to  enter  his  protest  gene- 
rally against  the  practice,  than  to  enter 
then  into  any  argumentative  view  of  the 
question.— There  was  another  point  to 
which  he  wished  to  advert  before  he  sat 
down.  There  was,  he  believed,  no  clause 
in  the  present  act,  limiting  the  power  of 
the  crown  as  to  the  enlistment  of  foreign 
troops.  No  one  could  read  the  Convention 
act  without  seeing  and  admiring  the  jea* 
lous  precaution  of  our  ancestor^  at  the 
time  of  the  Revolution,  who  would  not 
suffer  any  denizen,  not  even  a-  naturalized 
alien,  to  hold  any  place  of  trust,  or  in- 
fluence under  the  crown.  It  would  be 
well  to  see  something  like  the  same  spirit 
more  active  now  tkM  it  appealed  to  he^ 
now  when  foreigners  were  not  onl/ind-. 
ing  their  way  into  regiments,  but  into 
commissions  and  commends;  even  the 
10th  light  dragoons,  «Hhe  Prince's  Own,'' 
hitherto  made  up  of  English  subjects,  was 
now  filling  with  foreigners  of  every  de- 
scription. This  once  English  corps  might, 
now  be  said  to  have  b^n  Germanized. 
Germana  of  all  desription? — Germans  who 
^ere  prisoners  of  war,  had  been  synced 
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.    from    thetr   allegiance   to   their   native 
country,  and  preyailed  upon  to  «fntcr  into 
the  "  Prince's  Own/'      He  had  authority 
forstating  that  foreigners^  to  the  number^of 
fifty  and  sixty  at  a  time,  had  been  enlisted 
iato  this  Tery  regiment,  the  lOtb  light 
dragoons.     He  asked  if  this  was  decent  at 
a  time  when  there  was  known  to  be  pre- 
yalent  throughout  the  country  so  sore  a 
feeling  and  jealoasy  upon  this  topic  ?  He 
complained  also  of  the  sending  149  men 
from  the  Hulks  into  one  regiipent  at  Jersey 
—one  of  the  best  disciplined   and  most 
morally  conducted  in  the  serfice.     It  had 
been  said,  that  for  men  from  the  hulks 
they  were  well  conducted ;  but  was  it  a 
iaTour  to  any  regiment  to  have  even  the 
pick  and  choose  of  the  hulks — to  have  at- 
tached to  them  a  carps  d^eHte  of  condemned 
culprits  and  felons?  The  men  originally 
belonging  to  the  regiment  were  feelingly 
described  by  their  commander  as  coming 
to  him  with  broken  hearts  to  complain  of 
and  deplore  the  miserable  and  disgraceful 
aasocialioB  into  which  they  had  so  unde- 
aer?edly  fetllen.     The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman   in  concluding,   repeated    his 
protest  against  the  flogging  system,  wjiich 
ba  reprobated  as  most  impolitic,  sanguinary 
and  barbarous." 

Mi;.  Mannen  Suitm  said,  he  should  not 
tben  enter  into  the  question  of  the  neces- 
sity or  impolicy  of  corporal  punishment ; 
but  he  should  distinctly  state  that  it  had 
bot  entered  into  his  contemplation  to  in- 
troduce a  clause  into  the  present  Bill  for 
the  total  abolition  of  flogging.  He  thought 
it  impracticable  to  abolish  it  altogether. 
What  had  been  already  done  by  the  clause 
iiitroduced  into  the  Mutiny  act  last  year, 
bad  succeeded  considerably  in  making  the 
practice  less  general— -of  which  he  would 

five  to  the  House  a  conclusive  proof, 
rom  January  1811,  to  December  1811, 
both  inclusive,  there  had  been  but  eight 
sentences  for  flogging  by  general  courts 
martial,  and,  what  was  still  more  remark- 
able, of  those  eight,  bot  one  had  occurred 
since  March,  the  time  at  which  the  clause 
passed,  and  the  other  seven  had  taken 
place  in  the  months  preceding  March ;  and 
of  the  whole  eight  but  one  had  been  in- 
flicted—and  that  one  had  been  offered  to 
be  commuted  for  general  service,  and  was 
refused — the  man  preferring  to  undergo 
the  700  lashes  rather  than  so  commute. 
But, he  should  be  glad  to  know»  what  gen- 
tlemen would  substitute  in  place  of  flog- 
ging ?  Imprisonment  had  been  spoken  of; 
bat  bovr  conld  imprisonment  be  resorted 


to  on  actual  service?  Within  the  period 
he  had  just  stated,  where  there  were  but 
eight  sentences  here,  there  had  been  na 
less  than  40  undergone  in  Portugal.  He 
wished  gentlemen  would  look  at  such 
questions  practically,  before  they  amused 
themselvee  with  launching  out  into  in- 
vectives against  a  mode  of  punishment 
which  could  not,  be  believed,  be  lotally 
abolished  without -endangering the  general 
discipline  of  the  army.  He  thought  that 
the  strong  terms  of  '  barbarous  and  san-* 
guinary  torture,^  should  not,  have  been  so' 
wantonly  applied— -they  might  do  much 
mischief,  and  could  be  productive  of  no 
good. 

Colonel  Duckeu  said,  that,  from  seven* 
teen  years  experience  of  home  service,  he 
could  state,  that  all  the  colonels  of  regi- 
ments with  whom  he  had  had  intercourse, 
had  .greed  in  the  indispensible  necessity 
of  corporal  punishment.  He  was  himself 
averse  to  it,  but  thought  that  the  awe  and 
dread  of  it  were  very  effectual  to  preserve 
military  discipline. 

Colonel  Dillon  was  not  for  ih^nnme* 
diate  and  absolute  abolition  of  corporal 
punishment;  he  had  been  glad  of  the 
clause  of  last  year  as  tending  gradually 
to  rescind  it ;  and  thought  that  it  ought  to 
be  suffered  to  drop  of  itself.  -  He  had  no 
doiA)t  bot  that  in  three  years  we  shoi^ld 
not  hear  a  solitary  instance  of  such  pu- 
nishment, and  saggested  the  idea  of  form- 
ing, in  imitation  of  the  French,  colonial 
corps  for  condemned  soldiers. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  that  he  never  meant 
that  if  flogging  was  abolished,  no  punish- 
ment at  all  should  be  substituted  in  its 
place.  He  never  meant  tp  hold  out  such 
a  bribe  to/mutiny  and  disorder :  far  from 
iL  It  was  not  the  degree,  but  the  kind 
of  severity  he  reprobated.  For  instance, 
instead  of  running  the  risk  of  brutalizing 
a  whole  regiment,  by  witnessing  the  spec- 
tacle of  a  wretch  gradually  sinking  under 
the  tedious  torture  of  a  thousand  lashes^ 
wha  had  been  guilty  of  mutiny,  he  would 
shoot  him  at  once.  And  as  for  crimes 
not  worthy  of  death,  could  there  not  be 
devised  a  variety  of  ways  of  punishing  a 
soldier,  even  upon  actual  service  ?  He 
had  been  accused  of  speaking  against  this 
odious  system,  in  terms  of  unwarrantable 
invective.  His  language  might  have  been 
too  strong  for  the  delicacy  of  some  gen« 
tiemen ;  but  had  it  been  stronger,  it  must 
have  been  too  weak  to  express  bis  abhor- 
rence of  this  mode  of  punishment.  But 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  la- 
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nented  the  general  iMAimadirertiolit  vitb« 
out  doon»  that  had  been  made  upon  this 
system.  And  what  waif  the  answer  the 
l^n.  and  learned  gentleman  himself  gave 
to  his  own  lamentations  ?  Why,  that  in 
^e  last  year  this  barbarous  practice  had 
decreased  to  eight  within  the  whole  year« 
and  but  one  of  those  iuflicted !  Now  (said 
Mr.  Brougham),  I  contend  that  this  is  a 
distinctly  deducible  consequence  from 
those  very  animadversions.  The  press 
without  called  the  attention  of  the  public 
lo«  and  fixed  it-  immovably  upon,  this 
flagrant  system  of  punishment.  The  public 
feeling  bad,  at  length,  as  it  always  must 
have,  sooner  or  later,  its  influence  within 
these  walls  ;  and  accordingly  the  first  step 
tpwafds  the  utter  abolition  of  this  odious 
poni$hment  was  made  in  the  introduction 
of  the  clause  of  last  year,  into  the  Mutiny 
Bill.  Such,  Sir,  was  the  work  of  a  free 
press ;  and  1  cannot  but  sincerely  lament 
that  those  who  were  bold  and  honest 
enough  to  begin  this  battle  in  the  cause  of 
humanity— that /those  whof<>pght  the  good 
fight,  and  won  an  inestimable  victory  in 
that  great  cause — that  Mr.  Cobbett  and 
Mr.  Brakard  should  now  be  immured 
wjthiu  a  prison.  Gentlemen ^  smile,  no 
doubt  with  disdain,  at  the  guilty  familiarity 
of  citing  before  their  grave  authority  indi* 
Tiduals  comparatively  so  obscure.  I  admit 
them  to  be  so;  and  all  I  wish  those  gen- 
tlemen is,  that  their  zeal  for  truth  and 
their  country  may  never  place  them 
where  less  prudential  patriotism  has  placed 
tbetr  less  fortunate  fellow  subjects.  I  say, 
therefore,  that  the  animadversions  of  an 
honest  press  have  produced  this  change 
in  the  practice  of  military  flogging,  so 
triamphantlv  stated  by  the  bon.  and 
learned  Judge  Advocate;  and  that  the 
legislature  had  been  obliged,  with  respect 
to  this  question,  to  act  upon  the  very  prin- 
ciples of  Mr.  Cobbett;  who  is  now  in  gaol 
for  his  unseasonable  declaration  of  them. 
It  is  now,  I  rejoice  to  find,  in  the  hands  of 
my  worthy  friend,  the  member  for  West- 
minster. (Sir  F.  Burdett),  and  backed  by 
ilia  talents  and  perseverance  it  would  be 
criminal  to  despair  of  its  ultimate  success. 
Mr.  Mameri  Suttom  repeated  that  those 
public  animadversions  upon  military  pu- 
nishment had  been,  to  his  knowledge, 
gfoss  esaggerations,  and  as  for  the  happy 
abatement  in  the  practice  of  flogging,  he 
could  not  help  thinking,  notwithstanding 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman's  vehe- 
ment declamation,  that  that  change  was  at 
least  to  be  as  fairly  attributed  to  the  judi- 


[MOS 


eipuR,  and  meritorioaa  dtSDretioa  of 
gallant  officers  who  sat  on  the  ceapeciirve 
general  courts  martial,  aa  to  the  great  prn^ 
trioti«»  o»  high  public  spirit  cf  eveA  Mr. 
Cobbett  himself  I    (Hear,  hear !) 

Sir  Gwgc  WamtuUr  felt  ttstremely  huH 
that  the  indiscreet  language  of  the  boo*.  wmA 
learnt  gentleman  should  go.  out  to^  tkm 
public,  as  bidding  tbe  army  kMk  mp  to 
Mi;.  CobbeU  for  redress  instead  of  tbmim 
own  oQcers.     (Hear,  hear !) 

Lord  Palmersim  could  not  undccataod 
how  the  substitution  of  deatUrfer  floggiB^ 
was  rendering  the  luilitafy  code  1ms  sm^ 
guinary  than  it  waa  at  ptesenl  reprmniei 
to  be. 

Generiil  TarUipn  strongly  < 
idea  of  bidding  the  army  «€  the 
look  up  to  Mr«  Cobbett  and  recdve  iMir 
instructions  from  bim,  as.  if  he  eoald  * 
more  of  military  roatt^ra  than  tk 
have  spent  their  liviesin  the  sen 

The  Ckmeeltor  qfiki  Escke^&r  < 
that  if  the  hon.  and  leacned  j^ 
had  any  clanse  to  propose,  then  the 
cussion  which  had  now.  taken  plac»  wvnld^ 
not  have  been  loal ;  bot>  a(t  it  was,  be  nwst 
ejcpveas  hiaaorrow  that  so  mnch  time  hnd; 
been  spent  without  any  elbctisre  peagw 
having  been  made  in  the  BilL 

The  Chairman  then  proceeded  to  aand 
the  different  clausea  in  the  Bill.  On  th» 
clause  which  regarded  the  btlletiiigiof-a^ 
diers. 

Sir  J.  NemfoH  called  the  attsntiaa  of 
the  Committee  to  this  Ml»|eet,  aa^ 
in  Ireland  and  Scotlandv  whare>  < 
to  the  practice  in  England,  soldiers  i 
liable  to  be  billeted  in  pnivate  f 
This,  he  stated,  had  been  found  t«  ben 
very  serious  and  oppressive  burden,  even 
when  fairly  and  equally  laid  en ;  bnt,  in 
the  mode  in  which  it  was  occasionaHy  ad* 
ministered,  it  had  beenexp^ieacndt*  be 
^n  evil  hardly,  capable  of  eodoraneok 
Large  sums,  it  vsas  well  known, 
many  instances,  paid  rather  thin 
soldiers  to  be  biimedion  pmate  fooMlinn; 
and  the  eflectof  tbis  bad  bee»«aoli>tlMi» 
in  many  iustanoea,  soldiers  had  Miea  npni 
devices,  to  getthemaelvea  billnttd  on  per- 
sond,  who,  they  knew,  would  pay  any  me- 
ney  to  procure  lodcings  for  tfaeut  elet* 
where;  thus  subjecting  those  peiuonS'tn 
grievous  and  uncalled  mr  burdena.  This 
was  peculiarly  the  ciae  with  respect  le 
Quakers,  whom  be  had  known  to  hnve  sol- 
diers billeted  upon  them  three  times  for- 
once  in  proportion  to  their  neighbesv*. 
This  was  a  collugieny  which  froni  whafrbe^ 
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)»dlMtir4«f  k^lM  Wl»«?«4it  wa»htrdly 
MMtiblB  to  g«ftrd  i^paiasi.  Tbit  be  did 
kno«»  tbat,  ia  ibe  placs  wbith  b*  bad  tb# 
hoiMUur  M^  MprtiMil»  aboMtt  evanir  pwaMi 
«b«  bad  tht  bMdibood  lo  gi? e  Ihair  tult- 
fragei  for  him  (sir  J.  Newport),  w«ro  in  a 
pQcnUar  nuuinar  nade  Ibe  objeoti  ol  ibis 
%bii9e. 

Aktr  some  convtrsalioDt  in  wbicb  Mr« 
W.  Pole  staled,  tbi^  if  any  caoplainta  ware 
made  on  ibis  tabjed,  it  would  be  ttriotljr 
•Headed  lo,  tbe  clause  was  atlowed  t»  paai 
at  it  atood  in  tbe  Bill.  Tbe  o<btr  clausae 
in  tbe  BiU  were  gone  tbroogb,  when  tbe 
Ikoaa  retaned,  and  tbe  report  wa»  etder* 
cd  to  be  recetYed  oa  Monday. 


MAmcn%  !•!«. 


[lfl« 


HOUSB  OF  LORDS. 
Mm^da^,  March  9. 

LiciMCB  Teadbu]  The  Earl  of  LMtdmr^ 
dak  MOfed  for  copiea  of  tbe  foriM  of  Li» 
canoes  granted  Ua  tbe  conveyance  of  oar^ 
goea  mm.  one  foreign  port  to  aaotber, 
with  tbe  oandiuonof  tonching  at  aBrifciak 
perl,  for  the  three  yeara  ending  the  3*b^ 
January,  1S12. 

fiarl  B^Amut  taok  tbo  opfWftanity  of 
atatiag,  thai  licenoee  granted  for  Tettelt 
sailing  from  foreign  porta,  to  touch  at  Bri* 
tish  posts  before  sailing  lo  tbeir  ports  of 
destination,  did  not  operate  to  swell  tbe 
«aioniit  of  impopls  and  esperts,  as  tbe  car* 
goeo  were  not  entered  amongst  either. 

Tbe  Earl  of  Lotuirfd^  said,  be  did  not 
aHude  lo  ipossoIs  touching  at  a  Ib-tlish  port, 
but  where  they  were  entered  in  tbe  pro* 
cress  of  their  voyage  under  Hceoco  from 
foreign  port  to  foreign  port.  There  was 
another  case,  however,  of  which  be  had 
just  been  informed,  and  which  served  .to 
abaw  tbe  fallacy  of  tbe  accoonte  of  ex* 
porta  and  imperts*«-a  vessel  sailing  from 
America,  under  a  licence  foom  tbe  easpe- 
roff  of  Prance,  bound  to  Bonrdeaux,  was 
captured  by  a  Briiisb  cruiaer,  and  con* 
damned  as  prise  in  tbe  Admiralty  Court, 
and  then  the  oargo  vras  sent  under  a  Bri* 
tish  liconce  to  tbe  very  same  port  lo  which 
it  waa  ongtnally  destined^ 

Barl  Buihum  said,  he  would  not  now 
eater  into  the  question  as  to  our  right  to 
eaptuao  a  vessel  ft>ound  W  a  port  under 
blockade,  and  to  condemn  it  aa  prise; 
but  with  respeet  to  the  alledgCNd  follacy  of 
Ibo  aocounu  of  ecporta  and  imports,  he 
denied  the  fact ;  tbe  aaaoum  of  the  export 
of  British  produce  and  manufodures  vras 
distinctly  stated  in  tho  accounts,  and  die* 
^»guiabed  from  foreigaf»rodacewbiob  bad 


bien  impoiled  for  Ibe  pnrpose  of  being  tm 
exported^  II  bad  been  atatad  on  a  formac 
occasion,  thai  Baatghants  entered  at  the 
CustQQiHbause  mere  than  tbey  inlcDded  to 
expori,  and  that  this  peadeacd  tbo  aocaoBl 
of  expofis  foUaoioos*  The  foot  waa»  bow* 
ever,  UmI  the  quantity  of  gooda  actuaUgF 
exported  waa  entered  on  the  book  of  ibo 
aocket,  and  it  waa  from  theae  entriea  Ibat 
iba  oCcial  account  of  exposts  waa  mads 

Tbe  Motiott  was  then  agreed  to. 

DftvuT  Lans  TaEATaa  Biu.]  On  Ike 
question  for  tke  third  reading  of  this  BiU^ 

The  Duke  of  NotfM  rose  and  deobwed 
bis  disapprobation  of  it  in  its  praaenl 
shape.  There  were  some  clanseawbick 
bo  thougpht  highly  necessary  in  order  to 
render  it  wormy  tbe  concurrence  of  theiv 
lordships,  and  which  be  meant  to  propeeew 
His  grace  then  took  a  view  of  tke  progress 
of  tke  measure,  including  the  act  o?  last 
seasioii,  from  its  first  rise  to  tbo  Bil)  now  in 
its  last  stage  before  their  lordships.  Tbo 
real  fact  was,  that  a  principle  of  exdnaivu 
nght  was  claimed  and  acted  upon,  in  tbeao 
measoMs^  and  while  U  waa  acted  upon,  tko 
people  of  the  metropolia  could  have  en\f 
two  bouses  adapted  for  tbe  species  of 
amuscsnent  lo  which  the  BiU  referred* 
Tbe  very  great  difibrence  between  thtf 
British  metropolis  at  the  periods  in  wbiohr 
tbo  patenta  were  granted,  and  at  the  pre- 
sent day,  formed  a  material  part  of  tbo 
consideratiea.  The  population  of  tbe  me« 
tropolis  waa  not  then  one-third  equal  to 
what  it  had  new  become,  and  tkofoott 
proved,  that  under  the  nonopoly,  the  pro* 
prietors  or  managers  could  not,  with  tbet» 
two  theatres^  accommodate  such  an  ht^ 
creased  population,  so  as  to  bear  a  just  pro** 
portion  to  the  powers  of  the  human  voicar 
or  tbe  human  eyes;  in  consequence,  tbe^ 
were  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  exhibit 
bilions  of  a  most  unprecedented  and  es* 
traotdinary  kind,  such  as  tbe  introduotiow 
of  the  monsters  of  Mrica,  and  other  distant 
cHmes,  upon  tbe  stage,  forming  loathsome 
or  disgusting  9pectaclea>  These  pradicea 
were  to  be  attnbuted  to  the  metropolis»*-« 
The  noble  duke  then  adverted  to  the  privato 
boxes,  tbe  principle  of  which  he  disapprov* 
ed.  The  people  of  England,  he  obosrved; 
had  a  right  to  a  general  admission  to  a  pu)K 
lie  theatre — no  part  of  it  should  be  escbK 
si  vely  appropriated  to  tbe  rich;  He  should 
therefore  propose  the  exclusion  of  tbe  re« 
levant  clause.  It  was  upon  Ibis  general 
ground  that  bo  oljeeled  tosook  exctasive 
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appropriations:  with  rtspect  to  the  rife  in 
prices,  the  ^consideration  was  Tcry  diffe- 
rent :  looking  at  the  comparalire  value  of 
money,  it  was  what  the  proprietors  bad  a 
right  to  do ;  but  when,  from  the  effects  of 
exclusion,  whole  rows  of  boxes  were  s^en 
empty,  the  opposition  which  was  made  to 
the  practice,  was,  up<m  the  principle  to 
whicV  tie  had  referred,  in  his  mind,  fully 
jostifiable ;  and  in  consequence  of  the  op« 
position  that  was  made,  the  number  of 
these  prirate  boxes  were  greatly  reduced. 
The  noble  duke  concluded,  by  moving  for 
Ihis  omission  of  those  parts  of  the  clause 
relative  to  *  the  appropriation  of  private 
boxes  to  which  he  had  adverted,  JTor  the 
p«irpote  of  introducing  an  enactment  mo- 
delled agreeably  to  his  idea  upon  the  sub- 
ject,  and  provioing  that  the  appropriation 
and  allotment  of  private  boxes  should  re- 
main subject  to  such  laws,  rules,  and 
powers  as  have  existed  heretofore. 

The  Lord  Chcmcellor  observed>  it  most 
forcibly  struck  him,  in  reference  to  the 
noble  duke's  proposed  enactments  that  it 
would  be  highly  necessary  to  know  what 
were  the  rules,  ]aws,  and  powers,  to  which 
these  things  werejsubject  heretofore.  As 
to  what  the  existing  law  for  such  things 
was,  he  did  not  know ;  but  whpo  he  was 
a  young  man  and  occasionally  frequented 
a  theatre,  public  boxes  were  in  e&ct  ren- 
dered private  any  night  the  box-keeper 
thought  proper,  on  application  being  made 
to  him  for  the  purpose.  *^ 

The  £arl«of  Roulyn  defended  the  Bill 
in  its  present  shape.    Referring  to  the 

auestion  of  private  boxes,  he  observed,  that 
le  number  of  private  boxes  in  the  old 
theatre,  wieis,  he  believed,  34  or  36.  The 
proprietors,  with  respect  to  the  regulation, 
possessed  in  law  the  same  right  which 
•very  man  had  in  his  own  property.  He 
referred  to  the  arrangements  proposed  in 
that  respect ;  with  resard  to  the  boxes  of 
the  prince  of  Wales,  the  duke  of  Bedford, 
proprietor  of  the  land,  and  of  Mrs.  Gar- 
rick,  who  was  so  considered,  in  honour  of 
that  distinguished  person  who  had  so  great- 
ly advanced  the  refinement  and  reputa- 
tion of  the  British  stage.  The  regulation 
which  was  made  v^ith  respect  to  the  sales 
of  the  private  boxes  for  a  number  of  year^ 
bad  the  general  approbation  of  the  pro- 
prietors ;  in  fact,  it  was  one  imposed  by 
the  proprietors  on  themselves. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  clause, 
and  negatived. 

The  Duke  of  NoxfoVc  then  objected  to 
^e  power  given  of  leasing  these  boxes  for 
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3!  years,  and  proposed  as  an  amcndmenr, 
that  they  should  be  only  let  from  year  to 
year,  which,  to  a  certain  extent,  at  Jeaat, 
would  make  them  more  open  to  the  public 
in  general  This  amendment  was  also 
negatived. 

The  Duke  of  Nwfolk  next  proposed  to 
add  a  claoee  to  the  Bill,  providiag   that 
nothing  contained  in  this  or  the  former 
Bill,  should  go  to  recognize  the  validity 
of  the  patent  of  Charles  the  2nd.     The 
ground  upon  which  he  did  this  was^  {that 
the  report  of  the  committee  had  stated  this 
patent  as  recognized  by  the  former  acU 
He  then  adverted  to  the  absurd  monopo- 
lies which  bad  been  sometimes  granted, 
and  yet  declared  to  be  illegal ;  and  slated 
as  an  instance,  a  patent  granted  to  one  of 
his  ancestors,  the  earl  of  Surrey ,  that  every 
public  house  in  the  city  of  Westminster, 
must  be  licensed  by  him.    If  this  patent 
had  been  valid,  the  successors  of  that  no- 
bleman must  have  been  among  the  richest 
men  in  the  world  ;   for  they  would  have 
had  the  power  of  saying,  that  no  one 
should  keep  a  public  •  house   in  Wesu 
minster  without  purchasing  a" licence  from 
them.    Commercial  monopolies  by  such 
patents  were   too  odious  to  stand  long. 
Theatrical  monopolies^  being  of  less  im- 
portance, were  Jess  attended  to;    but  still 
they  stood   on  the  same  principle,  and 
ought  to  be  abolished.    At  present  it  was 
at  least  a  question,  whether  they  were 
legal ;  but  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Hoose  to 
take  care  that  nothing  should  be  done  by 
a  side-wind  that  should  appear  to  recog* 
nize  them  as  valid. 

The  Earl  of  Roisfyn  opposed  the  clause, 
on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  occasion 
for  it. 

Lord  Erikme  also  opposed  it,  obserrinf 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  Bill  recog- 
nizing the  legality  of  the  patent. 

The  Earl  of  LauderdaU  agreed  perfectly 
in  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  duke,  on 
the  subject  of  monopolies;  and  if  there 
were  any  thing  in  the  Bill  that  should 
appear  to  give  -the  least  countenance  to 
the  idea  that  parliament  recognised  the. 
validity  of  the  patent,  he  should  think  that 
the  clause  ought  to  be  introduced.  He 
had  not  examined  the  Bill  sufficiently  to . 
enable  him  to  judge  whether  that  was  the 
case  or  not,  and  proposed  that  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  question  should  be 
adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

Lord  RcdesdiUe  did  not  think  that  the 
Bill  recognized  the  validity  of  the  patent; 
but  enough  had  been  stated  by  the  noble 
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^nke.to  make  it  proper  that  the  discus- 
sion shoald  be  adjouracd  for  a  day,  that 
they  might  examine  more  particularly 
into  the  effect  of  the  Bill  in  that  view. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  objected  to  th« 
clause^  on  the  ground  that  whatever  rights 
the  former  Bill  had  given,  the  persons 
concerned  were  now  entitled  to  them; 
«nd  it  would  be  an  act  of  injustice  and 
bad  faith  to  deprive  them  of  those  rights. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  did  not  see  how 
there  could  be  any  injustice  in  securing 
the  public  asalnst  these  persons,  acquiring 
that  which  they  not  only  had  not  claimed, 
but  had  expressly  disclaimed,  namely,  a 
legislative  recognition  of  the  validity  of 
their  patent.  If  there  was  any  thing  in 
the  former  acTwIiich  might,  by^he  inge- 
nuity of  lawyers,  be  tortured  into  an  argu- 
ment for  the  recognition  of  the  patent, 
the  doubt  ought  to  be  done  away,  mstead 
of  making  one  error  the  ground-work  of 
another. 

Earl  Grey  declared  himself  of  the  same 
opinion  as  the  noble  duke  on  the  subject 
of  theatrical  as  well  as  commercial  mo- 
nopolies ;  and  if  there  was  any  reason- 
able ground  of  suspicion,  that  there  was 
any  thing  in  the  Bill  recognizing  the  le- 
gality of  the  patent,  the  adjournment,  at 
least,  ought  to  be  agreed  to. 

Lord  Erskme  still  opposed  the  clause, 
on  the  ground,  that  there  was  no  such  re- 
cognition in  the  Bill. 
^  The  question  was  first  pat  on  the  mo- 
tion of  adjournment,  which  was  negatived  ; 
and  then  on  the  additional  clause,  which 
was  also  negatived.  The  Bill  was  then 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

Mondi^,  March  9. 

Petition' OP  the  Tobago  Planters.] 
A  Petition  of  the  Planters,  Merchants,  and 
others  interested  in  his  Majesy's  island  of 
Tobago  was  presented  and  read ;  setting 
fin-th, 

*'  That  the  depreciation  in  the  price 
of  Sugar,  the  staple  commodity  of  the 
island  of  Tobago,  if  it  continues,  must,  in 
a  short  time,  occasion  the  total  ruin  of  the 
Planters  and  others  connected  with  thetn  ; 
and  that  the  price  of  Sugar,  for  the  present 
year,  does  not  .(except  in  the  cases  of 
what  is  remarkably  fine),  pay  the  expence 
of  making,  and,  in  some*,  itistances,  does 
not  pay  the  duties,  fright,  and  other 
charges ;  i2nd  that,  in  the  present  state  of 
West.Iadia  Cit^t,  many  .planters  will. 
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soon  want  the  means  of  procuring  articles 
of  the  first  necessity  for  themselves,  thehr 
servants,  and  negroes,  such  as  clothings 
medicines,  and  salt  provisions,  for  it  can- 
not be  expected  that  the  British  merchant 
will  continue  to  make  advances,  w)ien  he 
does  not  receive  even  the  interest  of  the 
money  already  advanced ;  and  that  the 
planters  will  be  deprived  of  the  means  of 
maintaining  or  affording  a  liberal  educa- 
tion to  their  children,  or  of  supporting 
the  civil  establishment  of «  the  colony, 
which,  in  time  of  war,  is  peculiarly  bur- 
thensome ;  and  that  government  receives 
about  20/.  sterling  as  duty  upon  every 
hogshead  of  Sugar,  and  from  50/.  to  60/. 
sterling  on  every  puncheon  of  rum,  the 
ship-owner,  insurer,  and  others,  about  10/. 
sterling  per  hogshead  of  Sugar,  and  from 
01,  to  8/.  sterling  on  every  puncheon  of 
rum,  when  the  planter,  in  return  for  his 
capital,  and  his  own  exertion,  does  not 
receive  one  sixpence  after  paying  th& ' 
current  expences  in  the  island ;  and  that 
nothing  but  the  hope  of  relief,  and  the  dvty 
they  owe  to  their  creditors,  could  induce 
the  planters  to  continue  the  cultivation  of 
their  estates  for  any  other  purpose  than 
that  of  maintaining  themseli^es  and  ne- 
groes, by  raising  stock  and  provisionl^  the 
consequence  of  which  might  be,  that  their 
estates-would  be  brought  to  sale,  and,  as 
there  could  not  be  purchasers  for  what 
had  no  effective  value,  the  proprietors* 
and  the  greatest  part  of  their  creditors, 
would  be  involved  in  gederal  ruih ;  and 
praying  for  relief.*' 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Bankers^*  Embezzlement  Bill.]  On 
the  question  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bankers'  Embezzlement  Bill, 

Mr.  Morris  rose  with  a  wish  to  add  a 
few  obaervatioi)s  to  those  which  he  had 
alrcf^dy  made  on  the  first  introduction  of 
the  Bill.  He  felt  that  the  measure  was 
not  such  as  the  House  ought  to  adopt.  It 
went  to  effect;  by  penal  enactments,  what 
every  individual,  with  an  ordinary  degree 
of  circumspection  was  able  to  do  for  him- 
self, by  using  proper  caution  in  the  choice 
of  his  agents  and  attornies.  He  bJelieved 
that  the  original  intention  of  the  franker  ^f 
the  Bill  had  been  to  make  the  offence  of 
embezzling  securities  a  felony,  but  that  ha- 
had  been  deterred  from  going  to  that 
length  by  the  consideration,  that  in  that 
case  the  civil  claim  would  merge  in  the 
criminal  prosecution.  But  he  did  not  see 
how  Che  case  was  much  mended  by  making' 
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.  k«  offence  a  ■MsdeoManoor.  Th« 
objectioo  as  to  civil  red roM  stilJ  applied, 
in  ail  cases,  ia  equity ;  for  kk  those  courts 
parties  obtaioed  confession  of  trust,  by  an- 
swers on  oath ;  apd,  as  It  was  the  prsde  of 
the  EogUsh  iorispradence  that  no  man 
could  be  cooipelled  in  any  court  to  crimi- 
nate bioiself,  should  the  Bill  pass  ia  ita 
present  state^  no  party  could  be  coanpelled 
to  give  an  answer  to  a  Bill  for  misapplica- 
tion of  trust.  In  this  tbey  would  have  even 
the  protection  of  the  courts. 

Mr.  l¥il$on  agreed  in  the  principles  laid 
down  by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  but 
iboaght  it  possible  to  obviate  his  objec- 
tioas.  He  himself  intended^  should  the 
Bill  be  suftred  to  go  to  a  committee,  to 
move  lor  a  clause  limiting  the  power  of 
prosecution  to  six  months,  or  twelve 
months,  after  the  commitment  oF  the  of- 
leaca.  This,  he  conceived,  would  pot 
•quity  suits  totally  out  of  the  question. 

Mr.  H.  Smkh  mainUined,  that  the  BiH 
would  defeat  the  very  object  which  the 
firamers  of  it  had  in  Tiew. 

Mr.  Drummmtd  supported  the  second 
readiiiff,oo  the  principle,  that  the  magni«> 
ioda  oTthe  evil  having  been  generally  ac- 
knowledged, the  rcijection  of  the  Bill,  in 
the  present  instaaoe,  would  amount  to  a 
confession,  that  the  House  could  find  no 
femedy  to  it.  The  BilU  in  its  present 
state,  might  be  imperlect,  but  it  anght  be 
improved  in  a  committee.  Fbr  instaace, 
the  inconTeniancies  apprehended  as  to 
Chancery  suits,  and  which  he  thought 
greatly  exaggerated,  might  be  totally  done 
away.  Iq  short,  he  did  not  see  how  the 
House  could  refuse  going  into  a  commit- 
tee on  a  measure>  intended  to  remedy  an 
evil  so  generally  felt. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  tiaie^ 
and  a  motiion  made,  that  it  be  committed 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Mvrrk  did  not  wish  to  divide  the 
House,  but  hoped  that  seme  farther  delay 
would  be  granted.  From  consultations  he 
had  held  with  sooie  friends  of  the  learned 
profession,  he  was  desirous  to  hate  as  AiU 
an  attendaUce^  as  possible  on  the  commit- 
ter and  hoped  that  this  Bill  would  nfot 
as  a  common  enclosure  or  privato 
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The  oommitownt  of  the  Bill  «ra#  thaill 
fixed  for  {"riday  se'nnight* 

.  tRAMB  WoiK  BiLu]  The  Lords^ 
amendments  to  this  Bill  were  takeb  imo 
consideration.  Oa  tho  amendmeul  to  the 
daase,  aa  passed  in  tho  CommoasrCfeiaci' 


iag  the  pmiisbmant  of  fino  *  and'  ii 
ment. 

The  ^eak^  obserFod*  that  the  < 
ment  of  the  Lords  was,  that  die  edenca 
should  be  punished  by  fine  ^or'  imprtaoa* 
ment.  In  fact,  they  had  declared,  tbsrt  in 
some  cases,  at  the  discretion  of  the  jw<%esi, 
there  should  be  no  fine;  wheresM  the 
Commons  had  decided,  thai,  in  every  ease, 
there  should  be  a  fine.  He  stated,  tiMU  tin 
constant  practice  of  tho  Hoase  ws^  tho 
rejection  of  any  amendment  froaa  i6e 
Lords  which  interfered  with  any  braadi  of 
public  revenue. 

The  amendment  was  then  r^ected,  and 
a  committee  ordered  to  be  appointed,  to 
commanicate  to  th^  Lords  the  gronods  on 
which  the  Commons  had  r^ecteii  their 
amendment. 

Mr.  Wym  took  that  opportunity  of  stal- 
ing, that  he  was  sorry  the  Bill  had  ooee 
more  come  before  the  House.  It  bad  al^ 
ready  prdduced  bad  effects,  and  thaeoor* 
rounications  he  had  receired  from  Notting- 
ham magistrates  stated,  that  since  the  io^ 
troduction  of  it,  every  source  of  iniarmatkm 
was  completely  shut  up. 

Mr.  Secretary  Rjier  said*  that  the  Bill 
had  been  introduced  as  the  only  owaaaie 
likely  to  put  an  end  to  these  disgracefiil 
disturbances.  At  the  same  time  he  did 
not  know  what  sources  of  information  the 
terror  of  that  Bill  could  have  shot  «p,  as 
the  characteristic  of  that  insurrection  was^ 
from  the  beginning,  that  no  inlbnnation 
whatever  could  be  procured. 

Mr.  Wyim  explained,  that  he  meant  pd^ 
vate  information. 

Mr.  J.  Sii^ik  confirmed  Mr.  Wyna's 
statements,  and  added,  that  a  material 
change  of  sentiment,  in  respect  to  that 
Bill,  httd  taken  phce  in  Nottit^ham  since 
its  first  introduction. 

Mr.  Secretary  Jbfdar  stated  again,  that 
no  informMioti  of  any  khid,  pabiic  or  pri* 
vate,  had  eter  reithed  government  an  Iba 
sui^ect  of  those  riots. 

Sir  J.  Newport  said,  that  if  informati«« 
was  n^  attainable  a»  thli  k#  originally 
stood,  it  wiis  IbHy  to  eixpect  k  when  ikiora 
severe  punishmenta  were  enatt(ld«>«^it  iraa 
not  in  hamsii  aratarek  He  was  confident 
thai  saagomhry  pfanishnMkits,  enacted  ott 
the  spur  d  the  occa»ion,  never  ansarelred 
any  good  pArpoae  ki  thk,  or  in  ady  othe^ 
eoantry. 

The  €AonndilDr^<^£jcdheyacrsa{;;tf,thal 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  /were  ar* 
going  as  if  the  Bill  had  been  ^tended  la 
{kroeufo  ittftimation  which,  «conld  wM  M 
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obuuoed  by  any  otb^r  vB^%n»,  wkereiu  il 
TVM  Qolj^  imencl^d  to  deter  iJeople  from 
perieTertog  in  tbeir  \%m\em  pnnv^iU* 

TbQ  commiu^^  on  tbft  liords'  amend* 
B)en(  WM  ibeo  uppoinM,  wA  ordered  to 
meet  in  the  Speaker's  chamber  Ibrtbwitb* 

lawi  Mi8C»u.Mfiou9  SsiViCBs*]  The 
Houie  baying  re9o)?ed  itiolf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  Supply, 

Mr.  W$IM^  P0U  rose  to  more  the  Irish 
Miscollaneoos  Services.  In  proposing  the 
'  difier^ni  grants,  he  should  not  trouble  tlie 
HoQse  with  any  obsenrations»  oxcept  where 
ther^  was  adimrence  boivreen  the  present 
estimate  and  that  of  iast  year ;  at  the  same 
time*  be  should  be  ready  to  gi?e  every  in- 
formation in  his  power  to  any  gentlaman 
that  miffht  require  it ;  tbo  first  resolution 
ba  had  to  propose  was^  for  a  sum  of 
SO^QOA  9«.  4d  for  the  Board  of  Works. 
It  had  been  the  practice,  formerly  to  vole 
annnaUy  a  sum  of  25fiOOL  for  the  Board 
ff  Works,  although  the  espence  almost 
miformly  exceadod  that  sum.  The  year 
before  laat  it  amounted  to  50,eooL ;  in  cobt 
foqnense*  the  attention  of  the  House  was 
laet  year  callfd  to  this  grant,  and  h«  thea 
prof  osid  a  larger  estimate  thao  had  been 
viual,  Willi  the  view  of  bringing  the  vote 
of  partiameot  as  near  as  p«uib(o  to  the 
sum  required,  promising,  at  the  same  time, 
Ibat  gOTemment  would  direct  its  attention 
to  Ibis  iolqeot;  and  he  was  now  happv  to 
be  ftUo  to  Mato,  that  a  considerable  Tedoo* 
tion  in  the  expence  had  taken  place,  as 
would  appear  by  the  rasoluiioa  which  he 
bad  proposed.  He  thought  il  right  io 
mention  this circometance  injustice  to  the 
B«nrd  of  Work^  whose  conduct  was  de^ 
aorvingofthe  utmoot  praise.«-*Agreed  to. 

The  next  sum  he  had  to  propose  was, 
the  usual  10»iOO/.  for  publitfiing  Prodap 
mations  in  the  Dublin  <3aselte,  and  other 
papers,  for  one  year.  It  was  well  known 
that  the  sum  expended  for  this  purpose 
bad  alwaya  greatly  exceeded  the  grant 
He  had  made  erery  eKei;taon  in  his  power 
So  redaee  the  expence,  and  he  was  happy 
to  say,  that  be  had  effected  a  considerable 
aaring^H^Agreed  to. 

The  next  Resolution  wee  for  93,7iSi. 
9#.  2dL  for  Printing  and  Stationary.  Mr. 
Pole  said,  ihat  this  was  rather  a  larger  sum 
sbao  bad  been  granted  last  year;  the  reai> 
aon  was,  that  -be  was  anxious  to  give  as 
doee  anestinsate  in  all  cases  as  possible, 
sa  aeaot  to  render  it  necessary  to  oome 
«pon  tbe  Tole  of  credit  for  the  excess. 
Tba  som  proposed  was  large,  r  hot  under 
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this  bead  of  stationary  waa  included  mes* 
sengers,  coals  and  candles,  fur  different 
offices,  ^ih 

Mr.  Bmikti  wished  to  know  what  part 
of  tho  grant  was  really  for  sutioaary. 

Mr,  Pok  said,  that  there  was  a  sum 
of  5,0CX)/«  for  his  Majesty^a  Stationary,  out 
of  which  most  of  the  public  offices  were 
provided,  of  which  regular  accounts  were 
kept.  There  was  also  a  sum  of  5,5oO/.  ia 
the  printer  of  The  Oaaette,  which  account 
was  also  regularly  kept;  but  the  rest  of 
that  branch  was  composed  of  minute  mis* 
cellaneous  services. 

Sir /.  iVstiyori  thought  it  would  be  well 
to  divide  the  difibrent  h^ds,  instead  of  in* 
eluding  all  under  one  denomination.  The 
right  hen.  gentleman  had  said,  that  part  of  , 
the  sum  was  to  be  applied  to  the  printing 
of  the  Gaaettes.  Why,  then,  were  they 
called  upon  to  rote,  in  another  part  of  tha 
estimates,  the  sum  of  10,500/.  for  that  por# 
pose?  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
onrried  his  estimates  to  ]  fiOOl.  abore  the 
expected  expence;  but  he  would  much 
prefer  to  see  them  reduced  below  their 
suppofed  standard,  as,  if  his  memory  served 
him  right,  be  had  heard  in  the  coosmittea 
of  Finances,  that  stationary  was  prmrided 
for  the  Irish  government  without  any 
competition,  and  at  a  price  much  above 
that  H  which  any  particular  indiridual 
miffht  get  it. 

Mr.  P^  atatad,  that  the  snm  of 
\(K5(M.  was  for  proolamattoas^  advertise* 
nients,  &c.  and  the  5,500/.  for  the  printing 
of  the  Dublin  Gaaette,  the  printer  having 
a  patent  place,  and  the  grant  was  the  same 
erery  year.  He  also  wished  for  separate 
acoountSj  but  after  all  the  at^ntion  he  bad 
bestowed  on  the  subjeci,  he  found  himself 
unable  to  effect  it,  and  would  be  thankful 
for  slivy  hint  condudve  to  the  object* 
The  increase  in  the  estimates  arose  from 
a  wish  to  cover  all  possible  expences;  aiu^ 
they  exceeded  those  of  last  year  only  by 
1,3127/.  mostly  for  improvements. 

On  the  fi^soliition.  That  the  sum  of 
2^,000/.  be  granted  for  defraying  the  eX* 
pence  of  Criminal  Prosecutions, 

Sir.  Pole  observed,  that  this  sum  was 
entirely  spent' in  the  last  year;  hutt^at 
there  had  been  a  saving  the  year  before, 
which  went  to  the  consolklated  fund,  as 
was  i^ways  the  case  when  there  was  $t 
saving. 

Mr.  Jiutckmsim  wished  for  information' 
on  this  subject.  The  adiount  of  the  sum 
voled  for  this  purpose  in  t7gs,  which  watf 
a  year  of  disturbance  and  civil  war  in  lre« 
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Ittnd,  did  not  exceed  25,781/.  and  ia  the 
yeaivfoUowinff  it  was  dimiQished  to  14,582/. 
Why,  then,  shonid  the  House  be  called  on 
to  make  sach  an  extravagant  grant  as  this, 
at  a  time  of  perfect  quietness ;  he  called 
on  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  explain 
this  circamstance,  and  protested  against 
such  a  sum  being  annually  voted  as  an  usual 
grant,  when  it  should  be  regulated  by  the 
necessity  of  the  occasion. 

Mr.  Pole  said  he  did  not  know  what  the 
sum  granted  in  1798  was,  but  he  knew 
that  ever  since  the  Union  the  sum  now 
proposed  was  annually  granted.  If  any 
gentleman  wished  to  know  how  the  mo- 
ney was  expended,  he  had  not  the  sliffhtest 
objection  to  produce  the  accounts.  If  this 
grant  was  not  made,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  dip  into  the  vote  of  credit  ibr  the  ex- 
pence  of  these  prosecutions.  The  only 
difference  was,  that  by  proposing  an  an- 
nual grant,  the  attention  of  parliament  was 
annually  called  to  the  subject ;  whereas,  if 
k  were  paid  out  of  the  vote  of  credit,  the 
great  probability  was  that  it  would  escape 
notice.  It  did  not  follow  that  the  sum 
granted  was  the  sum  expended.  Last  year 
there  had  been  a  saving,  which  had  gone 
to  the  consolidated  fund ;  this  year  the 
expence  was  increased,  on  account  of  the 
special  commission,  and  the  prosecutions 
which  it  had  been  necessary  to  institute. 
He  could  assure  the  committee,  that  so  far 
was  government  firom  being  lavish  in  the 
expenditure  of  the  money  granted  for  this 
purpose,  that  he  had  received  complaints 
firom  many  parts  of  Ireland,  stating  that 
government  was  niggardly  in  carrying  on 
prosecutions  at  the  public  expence. 

Sir  /.  Newport  said,  that  this  grant 
placed  on  the  Journals  an  anticipation  of 
a  state  of  disturbance  in  Ireland,  which 
would  call  for  the  expenditure  of  so  large 
a  sum;  this  reason  alone  was  sufficient 
against  it. 

Mr.  W.  FUtgcrald  defended  the  grant, 
and  said  thair  gentlemen  seemed  to  con- 
found the  sum  voted  with  the  sum  ex- 
pended. It  appeared  that  very  recently 
there  had  been  a  surplus  of  the  grant  over 
the  expenditure,  and  that  surplus  bad  been 
paid  into  the  consolidated  fund.  With  re- 
spect to  the  smallness  of  the  expence  of 
tne  year  1798,  he  begged  to  observe,  that 
that  was  a  year  of  great  disturbance  in 
Ireland,  during  a  great  part  of  which  the 
courts  of  justice  were  closed,  and  there- 
fore the  expence  of  prosecution  was  not  so 
great.—- Agreed  to. 

When  the  Resolution  was  proposed  for 
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granting  21,600/.  to  the  Trustees  of  the 
Linen  and  Hempen  Manufactures  of  Ire- 
land, to  be  by  the  said  Trustees  applied  ia 
such  manner  as  shall  appear  to  tbeoi  to  be 
conducive  to  promote  and  encourage  the 
said  Manufactures, 

Sir.  /.  Newport  wished  to  know,  before 
this  sum  was  voted,  what  had  become  of  a 
debt  due  to  the  board  ?  and  thought  the 
grant  should  be  suspended  until  some  in- 
formation was  obtained  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Pole  said,  he  understood  that  the 
board  were  taking  steps  to  recover  the 
debt  alluded  to,  but  whether  it  had  ac- 
tually been  paid  or  not  he  did  not  know. 
Knowing  the  high  respectability  of  the  no- 
blemen and  gentlemen  who  compoaed  the 
Linen  board,  he  had  taken  it  for  granted 
that  the  proper  means  had  been  adopted  for 
the  recovery  of  the  money;  he  would, 
however,  make  an  enquiry  upon  the  sob- 
ject.— Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pole  then  moved,  that  a  turn  of 
8,900/.  be  granted  for  draining  Begs  in 
Ireland ;  the  sum  granted  last  year  for  tint 
purpose  was  12,000/.  which,  with  what  bad 
been  previously  granted,  and  what  was 
now  proposed,  made  altogether  aboot 
29,000/.  A  detailed  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  these  commissioners  was  before 
the  House,  from  which  it  appeared  that  a 
very  large  portion  of  the  bogs  of  Ireland 
had  already  been  surveyed.  It  was  now 
proposed  that  they  should  extend  their 
surveys  into  Connamara,  of  the  western 
side  of  Ireland,  for  which  purpose  it  was 
necessary  that  the  commissioners  ahoukl 
be  continued  another  year,  when  they 
would  finish  their  labours.  The  Commit- 
tee, he  was  sure,  must  be  aware  of  the  very 
great  importance  of  the  object  for  which 
this  sum  was  new  claimed,  and  he  hoped 
it  would  be  the  last  that  parliament  woold 
be  called  upon  to  grant. 

Sir  /.  Newport  expressed  a  hope,  that,  in 
future,  before  gra^  of  this  kind  were 
made,  the  House  would  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  determining  on  their  utility,  aad 
not  be  led  on,  step  by  step,  in  considerabia 
disbursements  for  inconsiderable  objects. 
In  his  opinion,  the  survey  of  all  Ireland 
might  have  been  efiected  for  one  third  of 
the  sum  voted  for  this  purpose.  Besides^ 
a  very  large  proportion  of  these  bogs,  for 
the  survey  of  which  the  public  paid,  be- 
longed to  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  who 
were  very  able  to  have  them  surveyei}, 
without  increasing  the  public  borthent. 
The  idea  originally  stated,  when  this  phut 
was  ushered  in,  was,  thatawfficientqiiaatitf 
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of  hemp  would  be  raised  tolrender  us  inde- 
pendent of  any  supplies  from  the  Baltic ; 
buty  from  what  he  now  stfw,  the  scheme 
appeared  likely  to  promote  no  one  useful 
object. 

Mr.  W.  Piizgerald  regretted  that  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Foster)  who 
£rst  proposed  the  plan,  was  not  in  his 
place  to  rindicate  himself  from  the  charges 
of  the  right  hon.  baronet.  It  was  impos- 
sible, from  the  nature  of  the  undertaking, 
that  the  expence  should  be  fully  ascertained 
at  the  outset.  He  considered  it  as  a 
complete  geological  surTey,  embracing 
17*20tb8  of  all  the  bogs  in  Ireland,  and 
far  from  being  so  fruitless  as  described  by 
the  right  hon.  baronet— Agreed  to. 

On  moving  the  next  Resolution,  "  That 
the  sum  of  41,539/.  be  granted  for  the 
Protestant  charter  schools  in  Ireland,^' 

Mr.  FoU  said,  there  was  an  augmenta- 
tion of  2,S00/.  in  the  grant  this  year, 
which  arose  partly  from  the  expence  which 
had  been  incurred  in  the  repairs  of  the 
schools,  and  partly  from  the  increase  in 
the  price  of  provisions. 

Sir  J.  Newport  wished  to  know,  why 
there  should  be  a  still  further  increase  on 
the  increase  of  10,000/.  in  the  last  year  ? 

Mr.  Pole  said,  that  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation had  made  an  elaborate  report  upon 
the  state  of  these  schools,  from  which  it  ap- 
peared, that  in  consequence  of  the  increased 
price  of  provisions,  it  had  been  found  ne- 
cessary to  allow  one  halfpenny  per  day  in 
addition  for  the  board  of  each  of  the  chil- 
dren maintained  in  these  schools,  amount- 
ing to  2,400.  These  schools,  he  was  sorry 
to  say,  bad  not  been  kept  up  in  a  proper 
way,  but  now  they  were  very  much  im- 
proved, and  the  greatest  attention  was 
paid  to  them.  He  could  undertake  to  say, 
that  in  no  one  instance  was  there  greater 
attention  paid  to  the  expenditure  of  public 
money,  than  in  that  of  the  Protestant 
charter  schools. 

Sir  /.  Newport  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  not  explained  to  his  satis- 
ntction  the  cause  of  the  increase  this  year, 
over  and  above  the  increase  of  10,000/. 
last  year;  the  repairs  of  the  buildings 
only  amounted  to  5,000/. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  wished  to  know  whether 
there  was  any  check  on  the  expenditure 
of  the  money  granted  ? 

Mr.  Pole  said,  that  these  accounts  all 
went  before  the  Auditors  of  Public  Ac- 
counts, by  whom  they  were  scrupulously 
examinedi,  and  these  auditors  had  praised 
in  the  stroogast  terms  tho  mode  adopted 
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with  respect  to  the  conduct  of  these  schools. 
With  regard  to  the  increase  which  the 
right  hon.  baronet  said  had  taken  place 
in  the  vote  of  last  year,  he  was  not  pre* 
pared  to  sUie  how  it  arose,  as  he  had  not 
proposed  the  grant.  If,  however,  the 
Protestant  charter  schools  in  Ireland  were 
to  be  kept  up,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
sufficient  to  lay  before  the  committee  as 
accurate  and  as  close  an  estimate  of  the 
necessary  expence  as  could  be  prepared. 
If  gentlemen  thought  that  any  part  of  the 
estimate  was  objectionable,  let  them  point 
it  out,  and  he  was  ready  to  answer  them^ 
and  to  gife  the  fullest  explanation. 

Sir «/.  Newport  maintained,  that  he  had 
a  right  to  demand,  from  any  minister,  a 
full  explanation,  as  to  the  votes  of  the 
public  money ;  nor  would  twenty  close 
estimates  solve  the  question  he  had  put, 
and  to  which  he  had  a  right  to  expect  ao 
answer,  without  the  imputation  of  cavil, 
which  now  seemed  to  be  the  custom  to 
impute  to  any  gentleman  who  wished  for 
information  on  the  disposal  of  the  annual 
grants. 

Mr.  Pole  said,  that  the  committee  would 
judge  whether  he  had  not  shewn  a  dispo- 
tion  to  satisfy  fhe  right  hon.  baronet  or 
any  other  gentleman  who  desired  explana« 
tion  on  any  point.  He  had  answered  him 
over  and  over,  and  he  conceived  that, 
standing  as  he  did,  with  a  close  estimate 
in  bis  hand,  he  had  nothing  more  to  do 
than  to  propose  the  Resolution  to  the  com« 
mittee. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  he  was  anxious  to  learn 
from  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  whether  it 
was  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Irish  go- 
vernment to  take  advantage  of  the  new 
system  of  education,  by  which  180,000 
children  might  be  educated  at  an  expence 
not  exceeding  that  which  2,430  cost  now  I 
If  this  plan  were  adopted,  the  whole  po- 
pulation of  Ireland  might  be  educated  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years.  He  begged 
leave  to  suggest,  that  the  commissioners 
might  select  one  or  two  boys,  from  each 
of  the  Charter-schools,  who  could  be  sent 
to  England  to  leant  the  new  system,  and 
who  could  be  thus  qualified  to  act  as 
teachers  in  the  different  schools,  which  it 
was  his  wish  to  see  established. 

Mr.  Pole  begged  leave  shortly  to  trouble 
the  committee,  in  consequence  of  what 
had  fallen  from  the  hon.  member.  The 
observations  pf  that  hon.  gentleman  seemed 
to  fiim  to  apply,  not  so  much  to  the  subject 
which  was  immediately  under  the  consi« 
deration  of  th«  oonunittea/  as  to  the  ge-^ 
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neriil  system  of  education  in  Iire1and,wfirc1i 
Was^t  present  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Board  of  Edocation  In  that  country. 
*  The  schools  for  which  he  had  proposed 
this  grant  were  founded  by  charter,  and  it 
^ras  impossible  to  apply  the  system  alluded 
to  by  the  hon.  ^ntleman,  to  them,  scat- 
tered as  they  were  orer  the  kingdom.  Re 
Wished  tery  much  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  read  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
irf  Education  upon  these  charter^ :  he  would 
then  haye  seen  how  tnappticable  this  neW 
System  waii  to  them. 

Mr.  H^ane  said,  he  had  merely  thrown 

put  the  duggesttoh  for  the  cohsideratton  of 

ttie  committee,  and  Was  ktiH  of  opinion 

-^Uiat  much  benefit  might  be  ^etiTeu  fi'oih 

\he  adoption  of  the  neW  plan  of  education. 

Mr.  W,  Slnith  said,  he  considered  the 
«um  a*  being  Vfery  large  for  the  number  of 
thildren  educated;  and  it  appeared  to 
tiim  to  be  a  subject  well  worthy  of  condi- 
)deration,  whether  the  money  could  ttot  be  • 
laid  out  in  a  more  advantageous  manner. 

Mr.  Pt4e  Haid,  he  really  was  surprised 
at  the  obserration  made  by  the  hon.  gen* 
tleman.  He  did  not  expect  to  find  that  at 
this  day  it  would  have  been  made  k  matter 
tifdiscussion,  Whether  the  A-otestantCharler 
ichools  in  Ireland  were  beneficial  or  not : 
tre  had  never  before  heard  a  doubt  ex* 
pressed  upon  the  subject  He  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  in  his  place  one  of  the 
most  respectable  members  of  the  Board  of 
Education  (Mr.  Grattan),  and  he  would 
appeal  to  him  for  an  opinion  respect* 
ing  these  schools,  knd  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  conducted.  He  could 
not  avoid  again  expressing  a  wiA  that 
ffentlemen  had  read  the  reports  of  the 
Board  of  Education  respecting  these 
schools,  of  which  there  were  ten  or  eleven 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  ^attanitdA,  that  bavins  been  re- 
ferred to  bv  the  rieht  hon.  gentleman,  he 
rose  merely  to  observe,  that  the  com- 
missioners of  education  in  Ireland  had 
made  an  extremely  good  report ;  but  ft 
was  not  within  the  purview  of  their  com- 
mission to  suggest  or  follow  up  any  new 
plan  for  conducting  the  charter  schools 
in  a  way  differing  from  their  original  iO- 
stitotion.  He  must  say,  however,  that 
aince  the  rf  port  of  the  commissioners  of 
Inquiry  in  1788,  these  schools  Were  very 
tndch  'improved,  both  as  to  the  heatth  and 
cleanllTiess  of  the  children ;  and  that  ft 
Vttg  much  better  to  toake  ample  provision 
for  thefr  maintenance,  thiin  to  defoat  their 
iMSect  t>y  a  panimonhmi  one.    The  price 


r« 


of  protisionft  had  been  greatly  en  tks 
increase,  the  bdtldhigs  also  of  the  elimrity 
had  been  greatly  improred,  attd  tWae 
circumstances  sufficiently  justified  the  tfi» 
creased  vote,  both  of  the  preceding  ttod 
of  the  present  year.-^Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pck  then  moved,  that  tbe  ftunfi  ^ 
600/.  be  gratited  for  the  €ommiinonei%  of 
CbaritabM  Donations. 

Sir  /.  Ntaiport  did  not  rise  to  object  to 
tbfs  grant,  but  could  not  avoid  taying  a 
few  wotdii  upon  some  of  the  proceodiM 
of  these  commissioners.  They  rad  thongnt 
It  proper  to  interfere  with  be^utsts  of 
Catholics,  and  had  prevented  them  filitt 
being  carried  into  execution ;  an  inMnte 
of  which  had  occurred  in  the  city  he  hfel 
the  honour  to  represent.  A  Rirtnan  Ca- 
tholic ladv  hsui  bequeathed  ^consMerabh 
sum  for  charitable  purposiss,  but  the  com* 
miteioners  of  charitable  donatldiis  hmd 
thought  proper  to  interfere,  and  ib  (la- 
tent the  will  from  behig  cartied  Intb 
execution  ;  the  consequence  of  whkh 
Wa^,  that  several  poor  widows.  Who  under 
this  will  were  to  be  fomished  with  «n 
asylum,  were  now  actually  boRgirtg  their 
bread.  l%e  board  of  charitable  dona- 
tions was  composed  of  Ae  archbishops, 
bishops,  judges,  and  some  others,  mod  he 
did  not  by  an^  means  wiaih  to  qnestioii 
their  respectability,  but  he  thought  It  oii- 
fortunate  that  they  should  thus  interfeia 
with  the  bequests  of  the  Roman  Cathohcl. 

Mr.  P<Ae  begged  to  trouble  the  Aotfi 
for  a  few  moments,  in  cotisequence  Of 
what  had  fallen  fVom  the  right  hon.  b» 
ronet.  The  right  hon.  baronet  had  staled 
to  the  committee  the  manner  in  wfaicb  tin 
board  of  charitable  donations  was  Ibrmed, 
and  when  it  was  known  that  it  was  com* 
posed  of  the  archbi^ops,  bishops,  aal 
judges  of  Ireland,  the  committee,  be  wis 
sure,  would  not  suspect  that  such  ^  hoard 
could  act  in  the  improper  manner  «Ciied 
by  the  righbr  hen.  baronet;  This  was  net 
the  first  time  that  the  board  of  tbatitab&e 
donations  had  been  arral^ed.  He  hal 
heard  charges  of  a  similar  kind  preferred 
before,  in  consequence  of  which  be  had 
sent  for  the  secretary  of  Aat  bc^rd,  to  ^Ai 
for  an  account  of  iheh'  proceedmga.  It 
turbed  out,  that  during  the  twelve  yean 
that  this  board  had  been  ^tabliahed,  h 
had  instituted  only  fifteen  prosecotiofls, 
all  under  the  opinion  of  the  attomey  ge- 
nera) for  the  time  being ;  of  these  fifteen 
pirosecutions,  only  two  had  been  bronglit 
against  persohs  of  the  Sotoaa  Caibofit 
religion.    In  one  of  these  two 
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G0imaii8si6Aeri  found  tfatt  a  mmoU  which 
hid  been  left  by  a  Roiaan  Catholic  to 
endow  an  hospital  had  not  been  applied, 
and  ^ty  interfered,  to  compel  the  per«> 
formanee  of  die  will.  The  consequence 
was,  that  the  bequest  was  carried  into 
eflfcct,  and  an  hospital,  in  the  town  of  New 
Koss,  for  Roman  Catholics  only,  was 
erected  by  the  means  of  these  com- 
mtssionen.  The  other  case  was  the  one 
alluded  to  by  the  right  hon.  baronet ;  it 
was  ^  case  of  Mrs.  Power,  of  Water- 
lord,  who  had  left  a  large  sum  for  cha- 
ritable uses ;  bat  this  money  having  been 
left  to  two  Roman  Catholic  bishops  and 
their  successors  for  ever,  Mr.  Plunket,  the 
attorney  general,  entertained  a  doubt 
whether  these  Roman  Catholic  bishops 
could  be  considered  as  a  corporation,  and 
also  doubting  the  legaHty  of  some  of  the 
other  bequests,  he  adtised  the  commis- 
sioners to  institute  proceedings  in  the 
court  of  Chancery.  Before  those  pro- 
ceedings were  brought  to  a  close,  the  heir 
at  law  came  over  and  commenced  pro- 
ceedings to  set  aside  the  will  altogether, 
<m  the  ground  that  it  was  made  under 
undue  infhience.  This  was  tlie  real  cause 
of  the  tmfortunate  widows  mentioned  by 
the  right  hon.  baronet  being  deprived  of 
dieir  asylum ;  it  was  the  act  of  the  heir 
at  law,  and  not  of  the  commissioners.  It 
appeared  therefore  that  the  right  hon. 
baronet  had  been  wholly  misinformed 
upon  this  subject,  for  he  was  sure  he 
would  not  intentionally  misrepresent  the 
fccu.  The  sam  now  asked  for  was  only 
600/.  which  was  to  pay  ibe  secretary  ef 
diis  board,  and  to  provide  stationary ;  for 
the  members  acted  j^tmtously.  He 
wished  to  mention,  before  he'  sat  down, 
tiiat  by  the  exertion  of  thts  board,  two  of 
the  principal  charities  of  DubKii,  which 
were  open  alike  to  Catholics  and  to  Pro- 
testants, had  received,  and  were  now  en- 
joying very  considerable  sums  of  money. 

Sir  J,  Newport  said,  he  did  not  mean  to 
tfpeak  disrespectfolly  of  the  board,  but  he 
belif  ved  that  the  names  of  the  bishops 
and  jodges  were  inserted  hcmorU  cautd, 
and  he  ventured  to  say,  that  they  scarcelv 
ever  attended.  The  fact  was,  be  believed, 
that  the  board  was  principally  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  Duigenan,  and  therefore 
could  not  be  supposed  to  be  very  fa- 
toura(ble  to  the  Roman  Catholics. 

Mr.  f6U  said,  that  the  best  answer  that 
could  be  given  to  the  observation  of  the 
right  bon.  baronet  respecting  the  dispo- 
sition tif  the  board  towards  Cstbolics  was. 


^at  in  the  course  of  tweh«  years,  only 
one  CathoKc  bequest  had  been  interfered 
with,  and  that  was  by  the  advice  of  Mr. 
Attorney-general  Plunket.  He  begged 
to  repeat,  that  it  was  owitig  to  the  inter-, 
ference  of  the  heir  at  law,  and  not  of  the 
board,  that  the  poor  widows  had  beep  de» 
prived  of  their  asylum,  for  during  the 
proceedings  in  Chancery,  the  board  had 
allowed  the  buHding  of  the  asylum  to 
go  on,  and  had  permitted  AOOl.  to  be  paid 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  for  a  pri* 
vate  charity  mentioned  in  the  will.  There 
was  another  piece  of  information  which 
he  could  give  the  rieht  hon.  baronet,  and 
which  he  was  sure  he  would  receive  with 
great  pleasure,  which  was,  that  the  board 
never  sat  without  a  judge  and  a  bishop 
being  present;  therefore,  it  could  not  be 
wholly  under  the  influence  of  Dr.  Duige» 
nan ;  nor  while  any  respect  lemained  at* 
tached  to  the  sacred  chMncter  of  a  bishop^ 
or  the  exalted  station  of  a  Judge,  could  it 
be  believed  that  any  board,  at  which  a 
bishop  and  a  judge  were  constantly  pre* 
sent,  would  act  in4he  manner  stated  by 
the  right  hon.  baronet— -The  ReaolutiM 
was  agreed  to. 

The  next  Resolution  was  f,^3i  for  the 
Association  for  Discountenancing  Vice,  a 
larger  sum  than  was  voted  last  year.  On 
this, 

Sir  J.  Newport  paid  a  tribute  ^  ap^ 
pkmse  to  the  manner  in  which  this  Asso* 
ciation  was  conducted  :  its  attention  wils 
directed  to  the  ilistribotion  of  prayer^ 
books  and  bibles,  to  enlighten  the  lower 
orders^  and  not  to  the  searching  after,  and 
punishment  of,  petty  insignificant  crimei. 

Mr.  jPofe  next  proposed  the  grant  of 
8,973t  for  the  support  of  the  CathoKe 
College,  at  MaynooHi. 

Sir  J,  Newport  observed,  that  ihou|^ 
this  grant  had  been  so  often  brought  un^ 
the  consideration  of  parliament^  he  Ml 
himself  bound  again  to  bring  it  under  the^ 
attention.  He  wouh)  contend,  that  it  was 
more  than  ever  incumbent  on  the  House  to 
make  soane  addition  to  the  grant  now  pro- 
posed. His  reasons  were,  that  the  popn* 
lationof  Ireland,  of  wbich  the 'CatbOlica 
formed  so  lai^  a  part,  was  annnvMy  hn* 
creashig ;  and,  therefore,  the  demand  fmf 
religious  instruction  must  tnorease  i^  jpro* 
portion.  Considering  the  tiiftrience  w  nic^h 
the  Csttholtc  elergy  deservedly  possessed, 
it  was  desirable  at  siU  times,  that  theiriedu* 
cation  sboOld'be  conducted  at  home,  rather 
than  abroad ;  but  there  was  so  lOther  pro- 
vision  *fi)r  'iliateducationy  vscept  srtiat  *waa 
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Airaisbed  by  this  college.  At  Maynooih  ; 
and  be  would  put  it  to  tbe  committee, 
whetber  it  waa  calculated  on  its  present 
scale  to  supply  the  religious  instruction  of 
the  Catholics  in  Ireland.  The  present 
grant  was  sufficient  for  the  education  of 
only  200  students,  whose  course  of  in- 
struction required  five  years  each  on  an 
average.  The  college,  therefore,  was 
calculated  to  furnish  only  about  40  per- 
sons annually  for  the  service  of  religion. 
Now,  tbe  Catholic  clergy  in  Ireland  were 
about  2,000  in  number ;  and,  from  the 
calculations  of  Br.  Price,  on  the  subject 
of  the  Benefit  Society  of  the  Cler^  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  it  might  be  fairly  es^ 
timated,  that  a  yearly  supply  of  fifiy-nine 
persons  was  requisite  for  keeping  up  the 
numbers  of  tbe  Catholic  priesthood  in  Ire- 
land, instead  of  tbe  forty  which  this  col- 
lege could  send  out.  The  question  was 
not,  whether  tbe  Catholics  should  become 
Protestants ;  for  any  abridgment  of  the 
numbers  of  their  clergy  never  would  have 
that  eflfect;  but  the  question  was,  whether 
the  Catholics  should  remain  unrestricted 
in  religion  at  all  or  not,  and,  besides,  be- 
come irritated  against  that  legislature 
which  refused  them  the  means  of  religious 
consolation.  This  was  the  plain  state  of  the 
case ;  and  he  coul()  see  no  reason  why  the 
grant  should  not  now  revert  to  the  1 3,000/. 
a  year,  which  was  voted  some  years  ago : 
an  increase  rendered  still  more  expedient 
by  the  enhanced  price  of  provisions, 
which  had  that  night  been  stated  as  the 
reason  for  increasing  another  grant.  He 
would  only  add,  that  there  was  no  priest- 
hood in  Europe  which  paid  more  exem- 
plary attention  both  to  the  temporal  and 
apiritual  interests  of  their  flocks  than  the 
Catholic  clergy  of  Ireland  :  they  neces- 
sarily, and  he  believed  most  deservedly, 
possessed  great  influence  over  their  people, 
•nd  therefore  it  was  for  the  seneral  good 
of  society,  that  this  body  of  men  should 
be  well  educated  and  instructed.  With 
these  impressions,  he  should  move,  that 
instead  of  9,000/.  the  sum  of  13,000/.  be 
inserted. 

Mr.  Secretary  Rj^der  said,  that  he  was 
prepared  to  resist  this  enlarffement  of  the 
original  grant ;  and  if  this  had  been  the 
first  time  of  proposing  tbe  srant  itself,  be 
did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  he  would  vote 
against  it     He  did  not  wish  to  debar  the 

{>rofessors  of  any  religion  of  its  most  en<* 
arged  and  liberal  toleration,  but  he  was 
not  for  giving  a  hostile  religion  the  power 
of  making  proselytes,  and  thu  he  conceived 
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had  been  the  effect  of  the  estabUshmeat 
of  Maynooth  College.  He  would  not, 
under  existing  circumstances,  go  the 
length  of  voting  that  the  original  grant 
should  be  taken  away  ;  but  he  moat  so- 
lemnly and  seriously  assured  the  House, 
that  actinff  on  the  principles  which  be 
professed,  if  the  present  had  been  a  call 
on  the  House  for  money  for  the  purpose  of 
endowing  a  Roman  Catholic  college,  be 
would  not  give  a  single  pound  towards  it. 

Colonel  Dillon  declared,  that  he  never 
felt  more  astonishment  nor  indignation 
than  he  did  at  hearing  what  had  just  fallen 
from  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  The  right 
bon.  gentleman  argued  against  the  prin- 
ciple of  educating  the  Irish  Catholic 
clergy,  when  he  must  have  recollected 
that  Maynooth  College  was  founded  during 
the  most  violent  period  of  Irish  history, 
and  when  Europe  began  to  be  in  hostility 
against  these  countries.  The  Irish  Catho- 
lic clergy  must  have  been  educated,  at 
home  or  no  where.  The  right  hon.  gen* 
tleman  did  not  appear  to  consider  in  what 
ad  ungracious  situation  he  was  placing  the 
House.  At  this  particular  moment,  such  a 
paltry  sum  as  8,000/.  was  grudged  to  the 
mass  of  the  population  of  Ireland,  while 
the  House  was  prodigal  of  tbe  public 
money  in  every  other  respect,  even  in  the 
support  of  sinecure  pensions  and  places. 
One  good,  however,  must  result  from  this 
conduct  of  the  right  bon.  gentleman,  and 
that  was,  that  Ireland  would  be  able  to 
judge  of  the  spirit  and  temper  of  the  mi- 
nistry to  which  he  belonged ;  that  Ireland 
would  be  able  to  see  how  willing  tbe  mi- 
nister was  to  add  to  their  burthens,  and 
bow  unwilling  to  lessen  or  alleviate  their 
grievances. 

Mr.  Herbert  (of  Kerry)  supported  the 
enlarged  grant.  He  denied,  that  any  sys- 
tem of  prose lytism  had  been  promoted  by 
the  eBtablishment  of  Maynooth  College. 
There  were  six  converts  from  the  Catholics 
to  every  one  irom  amongst  the  Protestants. ' 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  opposed 
the  Amendment,  not  because  he  consider- 
ed the  enlargement  of  any  consequence  in 
an  economical  point  of  view^  but  bt  cause 
he  was  against  the  principle  of  the  grant 
altogether.  At  the  same  time,  from  the 
commencement  of  this  esiablisbment,  par- 
liament had  granted  for  its  support  abou^ 
160,000/.  and  that  was  no  paltry  pitUnce. 
According  to  the  right  hon.  baronet's  cal- 
culation, the  number  of  priests  required 
every  year  was  59 ;  and  was  it  not  enough 
for  the  public  to  educate  40  out  oi  that 
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number?  He  sapported  the  grant  at  it 
stood,  because  it  was  one  of  those  which 
the  parliament  of  Ireland  thought  wise  to 
preserve  at  the  Union, — because  he  found 
It  in  fact  given  over  to  England  as  part  of 
the  Union.  If  the  grant  had  been  fairly 
open  to  opposition  after  the  Union,  he  cer^ 
tainly  should  have  been  disposed  to  resist 
it ;  because  he  thought,  on  principle,  that 
it  was  wrong  for  a  state  endearouring  to 
establish  a  particular  system  of  reli^on, 
to  proTide  a  public  supply  for  the  mainte- 
nance, encouragement,  and  propagation  of 
another.  The  House  now  supported  cha- 
ritably, 40  out  of  the  59  priests  said  to  be 
necessary  for  the  Irish  Catholics ;  and  he 
contended  that  so  much  was  not  propor- 
tionably  done  in  the  same  way  for  the 
education  of  persons  for  the  Frotestant 
Church  establishment.  Why  did  not  the 
wealthy  Catholics  come  forward  and  edu* 
cate  their  clergy  without  calling  on  the 
state?  All  the  refined  and  deliberate 
study  mentioned  by  the  right  hon.  baronet 
was  not  necessary  for  Irish  priests ;  they  did 
not  want  more  education,  surely,  than  was 
possessed  by  the  clergymen  in  the  distant 
parts  of  England  and  \v  ales.  He  begged 
gentlemen  to  look  at  home,  unless  they 
wished,  by  an  excess  of  grants,  to  make 
Mnynooth  College  equal  to  Dublin,  Cam- 
bridge, or  Oxford  Unirersity. 

Mr.  Orattan  was  not  aware  of  the 
strength  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  ar- 
gument, that  because  we  adopted  the  ori- 
ginal grant,  therefore  we  were  not  obliged 
ever  to  enlarge  it.  If  once  the  principle 
were  adopted,  he  contended  that  the 
limitation  of  the  sum  was  only  to  be 
fixed  by  the  circumstances  of  the  times : 
to  act  otherwise,  was  nominally  to  adopt, 
and  ultimately  to  defeat  the  principle. 
What  was  the  meaning  of  establishing  a 
Catholic  college,  if  the  exigencies  of  such 
a  college  were  not  to  be  supplied  as  they 
should  Yary  from  time  to  time  ?  The  House 
should  recollect,  that  the  Catholic  popula- 
tion paid  for  the  Protestant  establishment ; 
and  it  was  extremely  just  that  something 
•boold  be  given  to  them.  The  grant  was 
not  for  the  propagation  but  the  practice  of 
the  Catholic  religion.  The  question  was 
not,  whether  we  should  extend  this  or  that 
faith  by  any  act  in  the  power  of  parlia- 
ment to  make.  Such  a  system  had  been 
tried  in  Ireland,  but  it  had  failed.  Acts 
had  been  passed  which  were  mischievous 
in  their  operation,  certainly  dissracefol, 
ftnd  entirely  useless' for  the  pur|M>ses  for 
which  they  ware  intended.     Erery  etfort 
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to  force  conscience  would  have  a  contrary 
effect,  because  then  it  became  no  longer  a 
matter  of  reli^on  but  of  spirit  to  persist  in 
that  faith  against  which  such  force  was  di- 
rected. Catholics  were  Christians  as  well 
as  Protestants,  and  every  attempt  to  de« 
stroy  Catholicity  was  an  attempt  against 
Christianity.  The  question  was,  in  fact, 
between  Christianity  and  Deism ;  between 
foreign  and  domestic  education.  We 
must  choose  to  educate  the  Irish  asCatho* 
lies  at  home,  or  give  them  up  to  Deism,  or 
to  foreign  education.  To  act  otherwise 
was  forcing  the  Catholic  to  be  an  infidel 
or  a  disa&cted  man.  When  ttie  House 
had  once  adopted  the  principle,  he  thought 
it  was  bound  honestly  to  follow  up  that 
princij^le,  and  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
the  establishment  whose  existence  it  bad 
sanctioned.  As  the  people  increased,  so 
increased  the  demand  for  religious  instruc* 
tion,and  so  ought  the  grant  to  be  increased, 
from  which  that  instruction  flowed.  If  the 
grant  was  not  to  be  increased,  then  the 
principle  of  the  institution  was  only  poorly 
and  inadequately  met;  half  the  people 
only  could  be  instructed.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  asked,  was  there  amy  hi* 
stance  of  a  state  having  supported  a  hos-^ 
tile  religion  ?  Yes,  he  weuld  tell  him,  Ire^ 
land.  Ireland  did  now  actually  soppoit 
the  religion  of  another  country ;  for,  when 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  said  "  state,''  he 
must  have  meant  by  it,  not  the  govern* 
menty  but  the  nation ;  and  the  Catholic 
people  did  contribute  by  taxes  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  Protestant  establishment. 
Again,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  said, 
that  there  was  no  proportion  between  the 
means  given  for  the  education  of  Catholic 
priests  and  Protestant  pastors.  Would  any 
man  in  his  senses  have  used  such  an  argu- 
ment ?  He  would  ask  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman, was  the  Catholic  rich  in  proportion 
to  the  Protestant  church  in  Ireliand  ?  Waft 
the  Dublin  university  nothing?  Were 
tythes  nothing  ?  Were  bishoprics  nothing  ? 
Was  the  half  million  by  which  the  Pro- 
testant church  was  supported  nothing? 
Would  the  right  hon.  gentleman  then  con- 
sider the  small,  though  respectable  num- 
ber of  persons  for  whose  use  these  endow- 
ments were  intended  ?  And  would  he  then 
compare  them  to  the  overflowing  numbers 
for  whose  religious  instruction  8,000/.  wag 
thought  too  much  ?  In  foct,  there  was  not 
in  the  world  a  richer  than  the  Protestant, 
nor  a  poorer  than  the  Catholic  church  of 
Ireland.  Christianity  was  the  title  of  the 
Irish  to  education.     The  grant  wm  not  to 
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fratifv  a  Mel,  twt  to  cherisb  a  branch  of 
tbe  Cnrittiaii  reltgioo.  To  dtny  the  oe* 
cetsary  grant,  was  an  attaoipt  to  aiarve  tho 
poopla  wA  of  ibeir  faitb,  wkick  coold  not 
DO  soccottfiil.  To  doprivo  the  people  of 
Ireland  of  edocatioo,  was  a  straggle  for  a 
new  victory  oier  thenu  It  was  not  only 
destroying  tbeir  temporal  rights,  but  their 
spiriinal  racalties;  it  was  not  only  perse* 
coling  them  in  this  world,  but  an  endea* 
▼our  to  damn  them  in  the  next. 

Mr.  Wkkhrmd  said,  that  be  oeght  to 
apologise  lor  rising  on  ibis  occasion,  be* 
cause,  in  fiict,  be  bad  ao  new  argoments 
to  addoce  in  fatoor  of  the  enlargement  of 
Ibis  grant  There  was  a  novelty,  how* 
aver,  that  night,  which  be  thoaght  ilne* 
cessary  to  notice.  The  right  bon*  gentle- 
man did  certainly,  en  termer  occasions, 
oppose -this  grant;  and  when  be  became 
the  minister  of  tbe  King,  be  withdrew  tbe 
additional  som  ffiven  by  parliament  to 
make  it  more  adeanate  to  its  porposes. 
Bm  tbe  novelty  of  that  night  was,  that  tbe 
cigbibon.  genUeosan  opp<»ed  tbe  enlarged 
grant,  not  as  tbe  minister  of  tbe  King,  but 
of  tbe  Prince  Regent;  not  as  in  old  oc^ 
nary  times^  bat  at  this  new  mra.  Accord* 
ing  to  ibe  principles  avowed  by  the  right 
ban.  gcoftleman,  it  would  have  been  men 
numly  and  fair  to  have  ondene  tbe  grmit 
altogether,  than  to  sUrve  it  as  be  was  now 
doing.  Tbe  right  bon.  Secretary  for  tbe 
Home  DepartflMnt  bad  thrown  oat  bis 
loose  assertion  with  regard  to  the  instance 
of  proselytitm,  merely,  he  imagined,  for 
alaran.  He  defied  him  to  mention  where 
tbe  proselytes  were  made,  and  how  many 
they  were.  It  was  strattce  that  the  gen* 
tleosen  opposite,  who  talked  so  mvcb  of 
tbe  daiftger  of  foreign  inflnenoe  over  tbe 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  shoold  thus  oppose 
the  very  means  by  which  that  foreign  in* 
floence  woold  most  lif  ely  be  dene  away. 
He  called  open  the  right  bon.  Ibe  Chan- 
cellor of  tbe  Eacbeqner,  to  follow  «p  bis 
intolerant  principles  by  catting  op  this 
establishment  altogether»or  to  agree  to  tbe 
amendosent  of  bis  right  bon.  friend. 

The  CktmetUmr  qfihe  Eackefmr  obssrved, 
that  while  be  and  his  ooUeagoes  were  ao* 
cased  of  innovation,  the  charge  preferred 
against  cbem  was  foanded  on  tbe  fact  of 
tbebr  having  resisted  inaovataon.  Tbe 
grant  ptoposed  for  Mayooatb  college  bad 
been  aegnlarly  granted  from  liOl  to  ieO0, 
withoat  any  alteratioa  being  mnde ;  bot 
in  1807,  when  the  shen  acfaMsHstration 
tveradaing  every  thing  in  their  nowar  lo 
^  Ibe  aimm  Calhelic  religion  (In 
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which  they  were  right-*as  they  tboogiit 
it  wise  to  do  so)>  tbev,  in  one  session  of 
parliament,  procured  a  grant  of  12    or 
1S,0U0/.  for  the  support  of  Maynoolb  col* 
lege»     This  grant  was  merely  the  act  of 
thai  parliament ;   it  was  not  embodied  ia 
the  Appropriation  act,  and  couseqaeotly 
with  that  parliament^  when  shortly  after  U 
was  dissolved,  it  fell.    After  the  new  par» 
liament  had  met,  it  was  thought  that  tbie 
grant  was  not  warranted  by  circumatances^ 
and  thei'efore  he  and  his  friends  had  con^ 
ceived  it  to  be  their  duty  to  return  to  the 
old  one.    It  wu  for  doing  this,  for  setting 
aside  that  which  was  new,  and  reiorniog 
to  the  old  vote,  that  they  were  called  in* 
novators*     It  would  now  be  onderstood    , 
what  was  the  definition  of  the  word  inno- 
vation»  according  to  the  notions  of  ths 
geotlemen  opposite,  and  it  would  also  be 
understood,  that  with  them,  those  who 
aboUsbed  a  novel  or  new  practice  to  rer 
turn  to  one  which  bad  been  longe»tahlisb^> 
ed,  were  annovatora.    Tbe  bon.  gentleaRan 
had  done  krim  the  justice  to  bear  testimony 
to  tbe  consistency  of  bis  opposition  to  the 
enlargement  of  this  grant.     He  had  ad* 
mitted  that  when  be  was  not  in  oflice,  he 
opposed  it,  and  that  when  be  came  into 
omce,  he  had  exhibited  tbe  Strang  phe« 
oomenon  of  a  minister  acting  consistently 
with  the  principles  he  bad  avowed  in  op* 
position.     This  had  seenaed  to  surprise 
him ;   but,  however,  tbe  boo.  gentleman 
had  said,  all>  so  fa,r>  was  very  well ;  hot 
the  novelty  was,  be  had  not  only  acted 
thus,  when  he  caase  into  office,  but  be  bad 
continued  to  do  tbe  same.    Mot  only  bad 
he  continued  to  do  the  saase  while  he  was 
the  minister  of  tbe  Kii^g,  but  be  stiU  op* 
posed  the  measure,  thooffh  he  was  the  mi- 
iiister  of  the  Prince,  and  this  again  waa  a 
subjea  of  great  surprise,  as  it  sboold  seeoR^ 
as  if  it  were  very  eatra9rdinary  tkit  a 
member  of  that  Hoose  sboold  not,  on  sncb 
an  occasion,  pot  on  new  principles.     Hsi 
op«oioM,  bowerer  absurd  tbey  might  ap* 
pear  on  this  subject,  bad  reoMuned  wbai 
they  were  in  1801,  and  tbe  OMSUMy  of  she 
bon.  gentleman  was  not  accurate  if  be 
thought  that  the  argument  be  bad  aaed 
that  night  was  new.  He  had  not  seppneed 
that  there  were  no  deaths  at  Mayaoosh, 
but  when  it  was  known  tbat  all  there  wese 
professedly  edacaled  for  the  priesthoods 
he  thought  some  latitude  might  be  allowed 
to  what  be  had  advianGod.    WhsM  be  md 
that  if  tbe  grant  wtere  enlarged  theise  sras 
ao  knowing  to  what  it  might  «stand,  be 
bad  not  s«nH>Md  tbet  they  might  be  called 
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«poD  ton  milliont  apmi  millions*  but  he 
thought  it  was  not  definable  how  far  it 
might  extend,  if  a  line  were  not  drawn 
wfa^re  they  now  were. 

Sir  J.  Newport  insisted  that,  doring  the 
first  session  of  the  new  parliament,  under 
the  present  administration,  the  grant  was 
cnlsjrged,  though  nominally,  to  discharge 
the  expences  of  some  new  erections.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  stated,  that  the 
gpTernroent  of  which  be  (sir  J.  N.)  was 
a  humble  member,  had  done  all  that  lay 
In  their  power  to  promote  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion.  The  assertion  was  un- 
^nded ;  but  it  was  true  that  every 
thing  was  done  necessary  to  protect  the 
injured  rights  of  the  Catholics,  and,  by 
protecting  them  to  maintain  the  general 
interests  of  the  united  empire.  In  such 
an  attempt,  the  right  hon.  baronet  had 
borne  his  share  of  the  duly,  and  he  should 
never  be  ashamed  of  the  part  he  had  borne. 

Mr.  Wkkhrtad  was  willing  to  give  the 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer full  credit  for  consistency,  but  it 
was  a  consistency  which  had  been  highly 
injorious,  and  might  eventually  prove  fatal 
to  the  country.  The  sarcastic  and  face- 
tious allusions  that  had  been  made  to  the 
administration  of  the  right  hon.  baronet, 
and  which  might  well  have  been  spared, 
could  in  no  respect  apply  to  himself,  since 
he  had  held,  and  had  been  candidate  for 
no  place.  The  applause,  however,  excited 
by  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the 
fkchequer  among  his  friends  by  his  re- 
tort, appeared  a  little  untimely,  and  some- 
what injudicious,  since  the  ink  of  a  letter 
was  yet  scarcely  dry,  written  by  ministers, 
though  signed  by  the  Prince  Resent,  in- 
viting noble  lords,  by  the  sacrifice  of  all 
consistency,  to  unite  themselves  to  their 
goyemment.  It  was  calling  upon  persons 
proud  of  the  path  of  honour  they  bad  pur- 
sued, to  forsake  the  road  where  their  com- 
panions were  not  less  numerous  than  re- 
spectable, to  join  in  the  track  so  much 
trodden  by  the  friends  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  that  the  way  was  become  filthy, 
and  almost  impassable  to  those  who  were 
onwilling  to  cover  themselves  with  the 
mire.  The  fearful  novelty  of  which  he 
had  spoken,  threatening  ruin  to  Ireland* 
was  not  so  much  that  the  risht  hon.  gen- 
tleman continued  to  hold  the  same  lan- 
guage, but  that  he  was  permitted  to  hold 
the  same  place  under  the  Regent  that  he 
occupied  under  the  King,  professing  simi- 
lar sentimenu  to  those  he  before  enter- 
tained. 

(VOL.  XXI.) 
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The  Chancellor  if  the  Exchequer  did  not 
wish  to  keep  up  the  conversation,  bat 
could  not  avoid  observing,  that  the  pre- 
vious administration  having  before,  most 
prudently  and  wisely,  forgone  the  que^ 
lion,  he  had  thought,  that  upon  the  pre- 
sent occasion  the  noble  lords  would  feel 
no  greater  difficulty  than  they  had  before 
experienced. 

Mr.  Wym  adverted  emphatically  to  the 
alteration  in  the  circumstances  of  Ireland, 
which  had  taken  place  with  the  times. 
Had  no  change  been  produced  by  four 
years  of  continued  oppression  on  every 
trifling  occasion?  Had  not  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  right  hon.  gentleman  (Dr. 
Doigenan)  to  Ij«  a  privy  counsellor,  or  the 
selection  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of 
Ireland,  circumstances  in  themselves  of 
little  importance,  shewn  the  temper  and 
spirit  by  which  ministers  h^d  been  actuat- 
ed towards  the  sister  kingdom?  Did  it 
follow,  that  because  in  1800  the  sub- 
ject of  the  concession  to  the  Cathqlics 
might  be  safely  postponed,  that  in  the 
present  condition  of  Ireland  it  could  now 
be  deferred  without  incurring  the  most 
imminent  danger  ? 

The  Question  was  then  pat,  and  the  Vote 
for  8000/.  >agreed  to  without  a  divisiop, 
the  Amendment  of  sir  J.  Newport  being 
negatived. 

Orbnancb  Estimates.]  Mr.  Robert 
Ward  rose  for  the  purpose  of  moving  the 
Ordnance  Estimates  for  the  present  year* 
As  the  whole  sum  amounted  to  no  less 
than  nearly  four  millions  and  a  half,  he 
trusted  he  should  be  excused  if  he  stated 
shortly  the  principles  on  which  the  board 
had  made  up  the  accounts.  They  were 
as  follow:  1.  To  afford  every  informa- 
tion to  the  committee  consistent  with 
the  convenience  of  the  service.  ^2.  To 
simplify  the  whole  estimate  by  distin- 
guishing, under  the  separate  heads,  all 
the  diiTerent  parts.  3.  To  confine  the  de- 
mands upon  parliament  to  the  expences 
merely  of  the  current  year,  as  would  be 
seen  by  the  Engineers'  Estimate,  in  which 
a  dimmution  of  73,000/.  was  apparent. 
4.  To  make  the  payments  so  to  tqoare 
with  the  estimate,  as  to  reduce  as  much  as 
possible  the  head  "  unprovided,''  which 
had  been  lessened  to  the  extent  of 
232*000/.  5.  To  arrange  all  the  items 
under  their  respective  heads.  6.  Tobrh^ 
before  the  House  all  the  actual  payments 
necessary  for  this  department,  although 
they  might  have  been  delayed  on  accoual 
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of  the  ordinary  strriee  of  the  BritUh  em* 
pffe.  The  bon.  meoiber  then  proceeded 
to  notice  the  various  divisions.  The  first 
was  "  Masters-general  and  principal  of- 
-icers/'  aoaounting  to  42,486/.  The  di- 
minution was  405/.  arising  from  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  sinecure  offices  of  two  clerks  in 
the  iieolenant-generars  department.  The 
succeeding  head  of  "  Civil  officers/'  ro- 
mainted  the  same  as  during  the  hst  year. 
The  sum  for  "  Furniture  for  Barracks"  had 
been  encreased  6,0001,  but  in  the  sobse- 
«|uant  years  it  would  be  liable  to  a  greater 
diminution.  An  excess  ofSlfiOOl.  would 
be  noticed,  under  the  title  *'  Pay  of  Regi- 
mehU  of  Artillery/'  The  larger  part  of 
this  s«m  was  required  for  rations  of  provU 
aions,  formerly  incloded  in  the  commis- 
sariat department,  but  now  transferred  to 
that  of  the  Ordnance.  The  remaining 
12,000/.  was  for  the  increased  pay  to  va^ 
rious  Iregiments,  entitled  to  it  under  Mr. 
Windham's  Bill;  The  same  explanation 
wquld  account  for  the  excess  under  the 
head  «'  Military  Corps."  The  division  of 
military  establishments  was  augmented 
4,666/.  the  major  part  of  which  had  been 
deducted  from  the  contingencies,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  inspector-general  of  hos- 
piuls  having  ordered  that  the  supernume- 
raries thpuld  be  pk^ed  on  the  regular 
establishment.  The  remainder,  being  a 
sum  of  800/.  was  occasioned  by  a  new  ap- 
pointment of  deputy  inspector  of  hospitals. 
The  remaining  divisions  were  nearly  the 
same  as  last  year;  the  largest  difference 
being  only  1 51.  to  the  professors  of  the 
academy  at  Woolwich.  He  was  con- 
cerned to  state  that  the  excess  of  the 
amount  of  the  ordinary  estimates  was 
*nearly  88,000/.  but,  allowing  for  a  dimi- 
nution for  rations  of  provisions,  it  would 
be  found  to  be  only  about  20,000/.-*-He 
would  now  advert  to  the  Extraordinary 
Estimates,  the  excess  upon  which  was 
373,460/,  This  increase  arose  partly 
from  government  having  deemed  it  right 
to  make  the  island  of  Malta  a  depot  for 
stores,  which  were  sent  there  to  the  value 
of  1 30,0(X)/.  In  Jersey,  45,000/.  had  been 
expended  in  erecting  permanent  works 
previously  directed  by  parliament  to  be 
built,  and  the  completion  of  which  would 
re(^uire  50,000/.  Under  the  head  of 
Cinque  Ports,  tha  sum  of  12,510/.  was 
inserted  for  Dover  only,  which  was  pro- 
posed to  be  voted  to  make  good  the  con- 
tracts of  government  for  materials  for 
erecting  Works  which  would  have  cost 
about  24,000/.  but  wKtch  the  inspector 
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gfcnaral  had  thought  not  at  ptoasent  i 
sary.     At  Chatham  2,000/.  had  been  Isud 
out  in  labour,  and  13,000/.  oti  works  which 
it  was  requisite  should  this  year  be  fioishb- 
•d,  and  for  which  7,600/.  more  .w^mld  be 
requisite.      Woolwich  had  always  formed 
a  considerable  item :— 31,000/.  was  charg- 
ed for  gun  carriages,  stores,  and  for  build* 
ing  and  fitting  op  a  saw  milU  under  geo. 
Cuppings,  the  expence  of  which  .was  about 
4,000/.  and  the  annual  profit  4,284/.   Under 
the  title  of  '<  Defences  of  the  CouBtry/^ 
several  weighty  sums  were  included ;    the 
oharge  amounted    to    87,000/.    and    the 
towers  and  batteries  built  on  the  coast,  bad 
cost  57,324/.  being  only  a  continuatioa  of 
a  principle  long  ago  adopted  by  the  Housey 
and  much  less  than  the  original  estimate. 
On  enquiry,  he  found  that  the  sum  of 
30,000/.  would  be  amply  sufiicient  to  com* 
plete  them  on  all  points  where  they  werm 
occessary.— -For  foreign  service,  the  est^ 
mate  was  360,000/.;    of  this»  170,0001. 
was  for  the  army  in  Sicily,  and  100,0001. 
for  the  army  in  Portugal.    There  were 
360iOOO/.  for  the  brass  and  iron  ordoaace. 
In  the  provision  of  ammunition  for  regi^ 
moots,  there  was  a  diminution  of  l60i,000<, 
and  in  the  unprovided  estimates  a  diminiH 
tion  of  213,000/.     In  the  estimates  for 
Ireland  there  was  a  small  excess  above  the 
estimates  of  last  year,  of  about  1,800/.    la 
the  civil  and   military   superannuations^ 
there  was  an  excess,  above  the  precedii^ 
year,  of  18,000/.    There  was,  therefore, 
in  the  whole  of  the  estimates,  a  nomiaal 
excess  of  268,000/.  but  this  waa  merely 
nominal,  for  tliere  had  been,  in  reality,  a 
real  saving  since  last  year.    In  the  article 
of  salt-petre  alone,  there  was  a  aaviag  ef 
100,000/.  in  the  estimate,  as  it  now  st<K»d; 
for,  during  the  last  three  years,  the  ana  of 
600,000/.  had  been  voted  for  that  articls^ 
being  at  the  rate  of  200,000/.  per  annom. 
Not  that  so  large  a  supply  waa  neediul^ 
but  because  it  waa  thought  requieite  la 
have  it  as  a  store.    The  present  Board  of 
Ordnance,  however,  did  not  consider  that 
store'as  necessary,  and  therefore  take  only 
our  annual  grant  of  100,000/.— In  coBi> 
eluding,  the  hon.  gentleman  adverted  to 
the  Reports  of  the  Commission  of  Military 
Inquiry,  many  of  ^  suggestions  contained 
in  which,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Board 
of  Ordnance  to  adopt,  for  they  aeemed  to 
be  firamed  upon  the  best,  principles,  and 
with  the  greatest  justice.    Among  othen, 
what  they  reported  with  respect  to  cou" 
tracts  met  with  their  concurrence,  and  it 
was  their  determination  to  raise  every 
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tfapply  by  open  competition.  No  military 
payhiaster,  also,  was  to  ask  for  a  aam, 
noweter  minute,  without  stating  the  exact 
balance  in  his  hands. — The  question  was 
ttfen  put.  That  S,87 3,000/.  be  granted  for 
the  land  serrice,  when 

General  TarUUm  spoke  at  length  on  the 
impolicy  of  ministers  in  not  fixing  a  large 
depot  in  the  centre  of  the  country  (as  he 
had  advised  firtt  years  Ago),  capable  of 
containing  equipments  of  every  ki^d  for 
200,000  men.  In  the  Scheldt  and  the 
Texel,  Buonaparte  had  thirty  sail  of  the 
line  and  i»en  to  man  them,  and  if  he  should 
be  able,  by  any  means,  to  land  10,  15,  or 
£0,000  men  in  England,  we  had  no  means 
•f  expelling  them  firom  the  coantrv, 
tfaoagh  the  expence  of  onr  army  wenid 
this  year  oost  us  near  S9,000,OQOL  If  mi- 
nisters did  not  seriously  turn  their  thoughts 
to  this  subject,  they  must  loni  tlieir  backs 
«pon  the  aafety  tnd  security  of  the  king- 
dom. 

Mr.  Wmrd  said,  that  the  depot  at  Wee- 
don  Beck  did  contain  equipments  of  every 
kind  for  200,000  men,  which  he  hoped 
ivooki  sufficiently  console  the  gallant  ge- 
neral. 

General  Tatkion  said,  that  Weedon 
Beck  might  contain  pistols  perhaps  fsr  so 
many  men ;  but  thens  ought  to  be  at  least 
JOO  pieces  of  cannon  also;  and  besides, 
Weedon  Beck  was  too  near  the  metropo- 
lis. He  complained  that  all  the  hprse  cr- 
tillery  were  on  the  coast. 

Mr.  Ward  said,  that  to  console  farlher 
the  hon.  general,  he  woirid  wmnre  him, 
there  were  140  pieces  of  cannon  at  Weo- 
doo  Beck,  that  there  was  also  a  troop  of 
llorse  artillery. 

Mr.  Premanth  said  there  was  an  extraor- 
dhmry  increase  in  the  present  year  in  the 
expenditure  ,oir  ear  West  India  Islafids, 
without  any*  apparent  danger  to  accoont 
ior  it.  He  hof^  to  have  a  satisfactory 
osplmnation  ft>r  the  addition  of  150,000/.  to. 
tho  estimate  upon  that  head.  As  to  Matu, 
the  incusase  might  be  necessary,  coneider- 
hng  o«r  relations  with  that  part  of  the 
world ;  tttll,  however,  he  could  not  help 
noticing  the  great  excess  of  1 30.000/.  for 
stores  conveyed  to  that  island.  As  to 
Jersey,  he  was  aware  that  a  considerable 
threat  was  hold  out,  or  reported  to  be  held 
o«t  towards  that  island.  He  regretted  to 
hear  that  99,000/.  more  must  be  expended, 
*befbre  the  fortification  of  the  eastern 
coast  coold  be  completedf  especially  as 
•the  erection  of  towers  and  batteries  was  a 
fysteea  very  much  disputed.     The  excess 
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under  the  head  of  foreign  service  was  most 
alarming,  bemg  upwards  of  iOO»000& 
Part  had  been  stated  to  be  employed  in 
secret  service,  iMt  though  be  allowed 
there  was  a  propriety  in  concealing  sneh 
purposes,  he  was  surprised  that  tli#y  werd 
not  told  whether  the  stores  ^^t  out  with 
such  an  object  bad  arrived  or  not  With 
respect  to  the  miscellaneous  estiitiates;  he 
should  only  refer  to  one  head — that  of  fb* 
rage^  for  the  drausht  horses,  and  supply 
for  the  artillery  drivers,  which  was  up* 
wards  of  5000/.  more  than  in  the  last  year. 
The  expence  of  that  corps  amounted  to 
nearly  fbur  timet  the  expence  of  a  corps 
of  cavalry.  On  the  whole,  there  war  an 
exoest  in  the  extraordinaries  of  the  year 
amountii^  to  upwards  of  ST'KOOO/. 

Mr.  Witrd  thought  it  rather  exti:aordi«- 
nary,  that  after  allowing  the  propriety  of 
withholding  information  respecting  secret 
serf  ice,  his  hon.  friend  should  complain, 
thait  no  mention  was  made  of  the  destina- 
tion of  the  stores,  and  whether  they  had 
arrived.  The  stores,  he  coold  state,  were 
all  gone,  with  the  exception  of  aboot 
50,000/.  worth,  which  had  not  yet  left  the 
country,  but  would  be  applied  to  the  same 
purpose  with  the  rest.  As  to  the  expence 
arising  from  the  extraordinary  accumula- 
tion of  stores  abroad,  his  hon.  friend 
would  find  that  it  principally  occurred  in 
Nova  Scotia,  Quebec,  Bermudas,  and 
other  parts,  the  most  exposed  to  America. 
In  Newfoundland,  the  fortification  ofSignol 
Hill  was  already  agreed  to,  which  ac- 
counted for  the  increase  in  that  part ;  and 
in  Barbadoes  it  had  been  long  in  contem* 
plation  to  erect  a  military  and  naval  depot 
lor  the  convenience  of  expeditions  sent 
oat  from  this  country.  The  eastern  die* 
trict,  it  was  true,  would  take  more  money 
before  it  was  finished,  but  he  was  surprised 
to  hear  it  brought  as  a  charge,  that,  con- 
trary to  the  former  custom  so  much 
blamed  in  that  House,  they  had  brought 
forward  an  estimate  of  the  whole  expence 
instead  of  misleading  the  public.  The 
artillery  corps  consisted  of  nearly  6000 
men  and  0000  horses ;  ft  would  account 
for  the  expence,  which  was  represented  as 
so  extraordinary,  to  reflect,  that  it  consist- 
ed of  thirty«tbree  brigades.  As  a  great 
pert  of  the  objections  went  to  arraign  the 
policy  of  the  country,  and  as  in  ihe  pre- 
sent instance  the  government  acted  hot 
ministerially,  he  should  leave  the  andw«rs 
to  other  opportunities,  this  not  being  the 
occasion  for  general  discussions  of  that 
kind. 
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.  The  BetolotioiM  were  then  agreed  to. 
Report  ordered  to  be  receired  to-morrow. 

Roman  Catholics  or  Irelahd.1  Mr. 
Fremanik  in  the  absence  of  his  right  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Grattau),  proposed  to  post- 
pone the  motion  relative  to  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland  to  the  14th  of  April  next. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  then 
rose  and  said,  that  upon  a  question  of  so 
great  im|>ortance  to  the  empire  at  larj;e, 
be  had  already  thought  it  his  daty  to  giTe 
notice  of  his  intention  to  move  for  a  Call 
of  the  House,  in  order  that  there  might  be 
as  large  an  assembly  as  possible  of  the 
members,  to  discuss  and  decide  on  that 
subject.  He  was  aware  that  it  had  been 
atated,  that  this  motion  would  meet  with 
the  general>  if  not  the  unanimous  support 
of  the  country  ;  but  he  remained  of  the 
aame  opinion  which  he  had  before  enter- 
tained and  expressed,  that  those  who  in- 
dulged in  such  sentiments  were  deceived. 
The  more  and  the  deeper  he  could  dive 
into  the  opinions  and  feelings  of  the  majo- 
rity of  the  people  of  this  country,  the 
more  he  was  convinced  that  the  measure 
proposed  was  one  which  would,  in  all  its 
stages,  meet  with  their  disapprobation. 
He  had  no  objection  to  accede  to  the  pro- 
posed postponement;  but  if  the  discussion 
were  fixed  for  the  14th,  he  should  content 
himself  with  giving  notice,  that  he  should 
move  the  Call  of  the  House  on  Monday, 
the  iSth  of  April. 

Mr.  tVhiilniad  said,  that  he  was  as  anxi- 
ous  as  any  member,  that  on  the  approach- 
jog  discussion  there  should  be  as  full  a 
House  as  possible.  So  far  the  proposal 
for  a  Call  had  his  perfect  assent  He  was 
mot  at  all  surprised  at  the  conduct  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  in  the  notice  he  had 
given ;  for  if  any  thing  could  mislead  the 
people  of  England  on  this  subject,  they 
would  be  misled  by  his  measures.  From 
the  solemnity  witn  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  given  his  notice,  and  the 
observations  with  which  he  had  accompa- 
nied it,  it  appeared  clear  that  the  whole 
influence  of  the  executive  government  of 
the  country  was  to  be  employed,  for  the 
purpose  of  opposing  the  claims  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  petitioners  of  Ireland.  From 
what  had  passed  that  night,  he  conld  also 
understand,  that  in  the  applications  made 
nnder  the  advice  of  that  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, to  those  who  were  on  fundamental 
and  vital  principles  opposed  to  his  system 
•of  government,  that  right  hon.  gentleman 
supposed  that  those  persons  to  whom  that 
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application  was  made  might  have  acceded 
to  it,  though  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  well  con- 
vinced, that  they  would  rather  do  soiy 
thing,— that  they  would  sooner  die,  than 
sacrifice  their  duty  and  their  principles,  to 
join  and  support  that  right  hon.  gentle* 
man's  system  of  administration. 

The  Call  was  then  fixed  for  the  13th  of 
April. 


BOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Tuadmf,  March  10. 
Opficbs  in  Reversion  Bill.]  Mr. 
Banhu  rose  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  to  prevent  the  granting  of  Offices  in 
Reversion,  for  a  time  to  be  limited.  After 
what  had  pamed  in  the  House  on  tbia  sub- 
ject, during  the  present  session,  the  ques- 
tion could  not  fail  to  be  in  the  mind  of 
every  member.  He  should  not  detain 
them,  therefore,  with  recapitulating  the 
reasons  which  induced  him  to  make  tbe 
present  motion.  The  Bill  which  tie  in- 
tended to  bring  in,  should  he  have  libem 
to  do  so,  would  be  exactly  the  same  witn 
the  Bill  introduced  into  the  House  of  Lords 
during  tbe  last  year,  and  which  had  pass- 
ed that  House.— He  accordingly  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  prevent,  for 
a  time  to  be  limited,  the  grant  of  Offices 
in  Reversion.^Lcave  being  given,  be  im- 
mediately brought  in  the  Sill,  which  was 
read  a  first  time. 

Foreigners  in  the  Bbitisb  Arvt.] 
Lord  Folke$umc  rose,  agreeably  to  the  ao- 
tice  he  had  given,  to  call  the  attoDtieii  ef 
the  House  to  the  subject  of  the  number 
of  Foreigners  at  present  in  the  employ- 
ment of  this  country:  He  should  divide 
these  into  three  heads:  first,  Foreignen 
who  held  commands  not  in  foreign  corps : 
second.  Privates  serving  in  Britiah  regi- 
ments: and  thirdly.  Foreigners  on  the 
staff  of  the  British  army.  He  should  not 
go  the  length  of  saying  that  ministers  acted 
contrary  to  law,  in  having  so  large  a  nun- 
ber  of  foreign  troops  in  tbe  pay  and  ser- 
vice of  this  country  ;  but  this  he  most 
say,  that  these  corps  had  been  sufifered  of 
late  years  to  increase  in  a  very  rapid  man- 
ner. Formerly  they  Amounted  only  to 
5,000  men;  now  they  amounted  to  aboirt 
30,000  men,  and  tbe  increase  within  the 
last  year  was  about  6,000.  He  should  not 
say  that  this  was  contrary  to  law,  con- 
sidering that  years  had  been  allowed  to 
pass  without  any  complaint  having  been 
regularly  brought  forward  on  the  sub* 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1341] 


.^99W|jMn  M  Iot  xlftftM  ifrviy* 


Mabch  10,  1812.        [laiS 


j€ct;  but  this  be  thoaght  he  might  with 
safety  say,  that  it  was  still  a  subject  well 
worthy  toe  attention  of  the  House.  The 
ecu  ^  by  which  his  Miyesty  was  enabled 
to  avail  himself  of  the  semces  ef  foreign 
troops,  and  pafUcalarly  of  foreign  officers, 
were  the  acts  of  the  Sdth,  and  of  the  3^h 
and  40th  of  the  King.  If  these  iscts  were 
necessary  to  authorise  his  Majesty  to  re- 
ceive foreigners  into  the  pay  of  the  coun- 
try, it  was  clear  that  till  then  he  had  no 
such  right.  A  Bill  had  formerly  been  in- 
troduced to  indemnify  ministers  for  bring* 
ing  1 6,000  foreign  soldiers  into  this  coun^ 
try;  and  if  circumstances  should  occur 
to  render  it  expedient  to  withdraw  those 
foreign  troops  now  in  our  serrice,  from  the 
place  where  they  were  now,  (he  confess- 
ed, meritoriously  engaged,)  it  might  be- 
come necessary  to  bring  in  another  Bill 
to  indemnify  ministers  for  bringing  into 
this  country  30,000  foreign  soldiers.  He 
was  not  pleased  that  it  should  ever  have 
been  thought  desirable  to  introduce  into 
this  country  10,000  foreign  troops,  and 
it  was  not,  therefore,  to  be  expected  that 
he  could  be  indifierent  to  the  possibility 
of  that  number  being  increased  to  30,000. 
These  corps  contained  cavalry,  inikntry, 
and  artillery.  They  had  a  sta£f  of  their 
own,'  and  were  in  themselves  a  complete 
army.  The  act  of  the  36th  of  the  King, 
did  not  go  to  justify  the  employing  of 
foreign  officers,  except  as  officers  of  fo- 
reign corps ;  and  did  not  admit  them  to 
any  superior  rank  above  that  of  officers 
•erving  with  such  corps.-— There  vi^as  ano- 
ther thing  which  he  was  sure  it  did  not 
justify,  namely,  the  appointment  of  Ger- 
man generals  to  British  regiments.  This, 
eurely,  could  not  be  rendered  necessary 
on  the  ground  that  officers  ought  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  language  and  manners 
of  their  soldiers*  He  should  mention  one 
instance  of  this  kind,  though  he  did  not 
say  it  consisted  with  his  own  knowledge- 
be  meant  one  baron  Linsingen,  who  was 
or  had  been  general  of  the  eastern  district. 
This  was  not  the  only  instance;  there 
were  two  or  three  others,  both  in  this 
country  and  in  Ireland.  Such  appoint- 
/  ments,  he  contended,  were  contrary  to 
the  common  law  and  to  the  act  of  Settle- 
ment. The  noble  lord,  to  shew  the  pecu- 
liar jealousy  with  which  the  introduction 
of  foreign  officers  into  our  service  had 
been  regarded,  went  into  a  history  of  the 
progress  of  the  60th  regiment.  By  the 
act  of  the  29th  of  George  the  second,  fo- 
reign officers^  who  were  Protestants,  were 


permitted  to  senre  in  that  regiment,  for 
the  protection  of  the  states  of  Maryland 
and  rensylvania.  This,  however,  it  was 
to  be  observed,  was  for  the  protection  of 
America,  and  not  of  our  own  country. 
The  number  of  officers  so  to  be  employed, 
too,  was  limited  to  fifty  ;  the  engineers 
were  limited  to  twenty  in  number  ;  and 
it  was  expressly  provided,  that  the  corps 
should  be  commanded  by  a  natural-bora 
subject.  By  the  act  of  the  39th  and  40th 
of  the  King,  the  limitations  as  to  the  num* 
her  of  the  officers^  and  the  restriction  as 
to  religion,  were  taken  off;  but  still  it  was 
declared,  that  the  regiment  should  serve 
only  in  America.  The  House  would  be 
surprise  however  to  be  informed,  that  it 
appeared  from  the  Army  List  that  an  offi- 
cer belonging  to  this  60th  regiment  was 
on  the  staff  of  our  army,  serving  in  Sus* 
sex,  in  the  Tery  teeth  of  this  regulation* 
that  they  should  not  serve  out  of  America. 
— ^The  next  subject  to  which  he  begged  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House,  was.  the 
practice  of  admitting  foreigners  into  onr 
own  native  corps.  Not  above  10  or  12 
years  ago,  a  young  man,  a  foreigner,  who 
was  recommended  as  deserving  of  promo« 
tion  in  our  army,  was  refused,  on  the  ex- 
press  ground,  that  he  was  unfit,  as  being 
a  foreigner.  This  feeling,  however,  was 
now  completely  done  away,  and  it  was  no 
uncfommon  thmg  to  see  gentlemen  pro* 
moted  from  the  German  legion  into  the 
10th  hussars.  It  surely  could  not  be  ae* 
cessary  to  introduce  such  officers  into  our 
own  army,  on  the  ground  of  their  being 
better  acquainted  either^with  their  man* 
ners  or  language.  He  thought  however, 
that  there  was  a  great  deal  too  much  of 
these  attempts  to  Germanise  our  troops. 
We  were  not  now  to  have  German  officers 
merely,  but  German  soldiers.  He  was 
informed  that  a  number  of  deserters  had 
lately  been  liberated  from  prison,  and,  en- 
tering into  the  10th  regiment  of  hussars, 
contrary  to  all  our  ancient  feelings  on  such 
a  subject.  While  this  was  done,  however, 
and  while  ministers  were  willing  to  re* 
ceive  foreigners  into  that  regiment,  he 
understood  that  a  resolution  had  been  come 
to,  not  to  admit  into  it  any  Irishmen.  If 
this  was  so,  he  must  be  allowed  to  say, 
that  it  was  highly  improper.  A  procla* 
mation  had  been  issued  by  the  magistrates 
in  the  neiehbourhood  of  Nottingham,  by 
which  soldiers  were  authorised,  in  certain 
events,  to  act  without  calling  in  the  civil 
power.  If  the  1 0th  hussars  had  been  quar- 
tered in   that  neighbourhood,  however. 
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wovld  not  the  eotrutttng  such  a  powor 
to  foreigners' hare  been  dangerous?  It 
had  been  held,  as  he  understocKi,  by  lord 
Mansfield,  and  more  recently  by  the  chief 
JBitice  of  the  court  of  Common  rleas,  that 
the  character  of  citizen  did  not  merge  in 
that  of  soldier.  He  was  afraid,  hovroTer,  if 
foreigners  were  to  be  admitted  into  our  na- 
tive regiments,  that  little  protection  would 
be  found  in  this  relation  of  citisensbip. 
There  had  recently  been  tome  trials  for 
the  crime  of  desertion  from  our^ierrice  and 
entering  into  that  of  the  enemy.  Great 
as  he  eiiteemed  this  crime  to  be,  and  high- 
ly as  it  was  deserring  of  punishment,  he 
thought  it  had  rather  an  awkward  ap^ 
pearance  that  we  should  endeaTOor  cor* 
selves  to  seduce  foreigners  to  be  gnilty  of 
a  similar  ofienoe.  There  was  one  other 
thing  to  which  he  begged  leave  also  to 
^▼ert,  and  that  was  the  appointment  of 
a  foreigner,  an  alien,  to  be  one  of  the 
commissioners  for  managing  his  Majesty's 

Erirate  property.  No  foreigner  coold 
old  property  in  this  country,  and  the 
neble  lord  thought  it  strange  that  he  should 
be  able  to  do  for  another  what  he  coald 
not  do  for  himself.  He  objected  both  to 
the  creating  of  this  Oerman  regiment,  and 
of  this  Oerman  fVmd,  of  whioh  parliament 
was  to  know  nothing.  He  conchided  by 
moving  for  a  retarn  of  all  persons  serving 
in  the  army  not  being  natural  born  sul^ 
jeets  of  this  kingdom,  or  whose  parents 
were  such,  with  the  exception  of  those 
ierving  in  foreign  corps. 

Colonel  Palmer  passed  a.  strong  eulogy 
upon  the  merits  and  services  of  colonel 
Ouhitin. 

Sir  John  Sebright  observed,  that  there 
were  regiments  maiked  for  the  admission 
of  foreigners.  But  why  introduce  them 
into  native  corps  ?  No  doubt  tite  character 
of  colonel  Quintin  was  highly  respectable, 
but  the  motion  had  no  reference  to  indivi- 
dual character,  and  its  principle  was,  in 
his  opinion,  extremely  salutary.  It  had' 
been  a  distinction  peculiar  to  the  English 
army,  that  desertion  was  almost  unknown 
in  it ;  and  it  was  therefore  most  important 
and  desirable  that  this  character  should  be 
careAilly  maintained,  and  not  endangered 
by  lessening  those  feelings  and  that  na- 
tional spirit,  which  the  appointment  of  f»- 
teigners  to  commands  was  calculated  to 
kSset. 

Lord  Pahnerston  stated,  that  he  was  per- 
fectly ready  to  meet  the  noble  lord  who 
brought  forward  the  motion,  as  to  the  law 
upon  the  subject.    Ail  that  had  been  done 
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with  respect  to  the  enlistment  and  empJey* 
ment  of  foreigners,  was  fuUy  justified  by 
the  46th  of  his  present  Majesty.    If  the 
noble  lord  would  be  at  the  trouble  of 
reading  the  statute,  he  would  find  that  the 
third  section  authorised  every  part  of  the 
conduct  adopted  by  his  Majesty's  govern* 
menu    It  was  there  enaoted,  that  it  should 
be  lawful  to  admit  into  the  service  anch 
foreigners  as  should  be  desirous  to  eofisi 
into  the  British  army,  and  to  grant  com- 
missions and  letters  of  service  to  foreign 
officers  and  engineers.     Was  it  thoD  hh, 
if  such  persons  should  distinguish  tbeai- 
selves,  to  deny  them   promotion  ?     The 
cause  of  baron  Linsingen's  pame  appearmg 
SQ  high  in  the  Army  list  was,  that  his  raak 
entitled  him  to  a  much  higher  commaod 
than  he  enjoyed,  having  only  the  supers 
intendance  of  a  depot.     The  44ib,  by 
which  the  German    Legion  was  raised, 
might  be  quoted  to  sanction-  the  practice 
now  complained  of.    The  noble  lord  had 
said  the  citizen  was  never  entirely  kMt  in 
the  soldier,  and  was  the  foreign  soldier  to 
be  called  upon  as  a  British  citlaen  }    To 
this  he  should  ansvrer,  that  a  foreigner 
bemg  merely  a  civil  inhabitant,  was  as 
much  bound  by  the  laws  as  a  native  Eng- 
lishman.     The  provision  of  the  Act  of 
Settlement  on  this  head  was  done  Siway 
by  the  late  sUtutes;  but  supposing  this 
not  to  be  the  case,  was  there  no  diflference 
in  the  circumstances  of  that  period  suui  the 
present,  and  the  views  of  national  n^ai^ 
tage  which  were  then  and  were  now  ap- 
plicable ?    A  foreign  sovereign  wsis  tbta 
on  the  throne,  and. the  people  bod  net 
been,  as  they  now  were,  generally    faai^ 
liarized  to  the  use  of  arms,  the    whok 
standing  army  beiilg^en  not  above«SiO,000 
men.    There  then  existed  no  war  Kke  ike 
present,  in    which  we   saw  Beonapam 
sending  Spaniards  into  the  north,  QeriDaas 
into  Spain,  and  Poles  to  preserve  tbo  trao- 
quillity  of  Italy.     Was  there,  then,  any 
serious  ground  of  apprehensioa  for  tiw 
liberties  pf  the  country,  when  we  knew 
that  the  number  of  foreigners  in  our  ser- 
vice was  limited  by  law  to  the  nembor  af 
16,000,  and  that  of  those  the  far  larger 
proportion  was  employed  abroad?    There 
might  be  danger  (o  some  of  the  connee* 
tions  resident  abroad  oi  foneignera  ha  oor 
service,  by  the  poblicalien  of  dNir  naoies, 
but  this  objection  certainly  did  not  apply 
to  the  return  of  their  nombers^ 

Sit  John  Newport  rea^  the  preamyeef 
the  act  quoted  by  the  noble  lord  vdto 
spoke  last,  and  ahcwdl  that  the   word 
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'  ibereiB*  iiiiut«d  tb«  Admiliion  of  foreign* 
ert  into  our  military  terw'ict,  to  foreign 

I  «orpt.  The  noble  lord  bad,  tberefore, 
pit  an  Unfair  consiraotion  upon  it.     He 

I  bad  treated  those  who  appealed  to  the  Act 
of  Settlement  as  persons  who  overlooked 
ihe  great  change  of  modern  times.  He 
confessed  be  was  one  of  thos^  old-fashion- 
ed persons  who  still  thought  the  best  way 
of  supporting  the  public  interest  in  times 
of  difficulty,  wal  by  observing  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  constitution.  It 
had  been  the  pride  and  glory  of  lord  Chat- 
ham that  be  found  an  army  full  of  fo* 
feigners,  and  dismissed  them  all,  and  it 
was  acknowledged  that  by  so  doing,  he 
greatly  raised  tbe  spirit  and  hopes  of  the 
country. 

,  Sir  F.  Bwrdeit  expressed  some  surprise 
that  those  principles  which  he  had  always 
been  accustomed  to  regard  as  estai>lished 
and  incontcoyertible,  should  now  be  re- 
|>resented  as  altogether  obsolete  and  inap- 
plicable to  tbe  circumstances  of  tbe  pre- 
sent time.  He  was'bimself  so  little  versed 
iathe  modern  lore  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
men, as  still  to  retain  the  belief  that  tbe  true 
means  of  upholding  the  country  when  sur- 
irounded  witk  difficulties  and  dangers,  was 
to  adhere  steadily  to  the.fundamental  laws. 
But  iC  seemed  that  this  was  a  new  sra  in- 
deed. From  all  that  be  knew  of  tbe  his* 
iory  of  the  country,  he  held  it  to  have  al- 
ways been  the  distinguishing  feature  and 
tffiiversal  characteristic  of  Bngiisbmen  to 
feel  a  jealousy  of  foreigners,  and  particu- 
larly of  armed  foreigners,  being  introduced 
tnto  thie service.  In  Magna  Charta  it  was 
etipulated  hy  t£e  barons  in  arms,  as  a  pre- 
Tioos  condition  to  tbe  laying  them  down, 
that  the  2,0U0  ibreigners  then  in  the  kin|^- 
•dom  should  be  immediately  sent  out  of  it. 
Jf  w«  .looked  to  later  periods,  passing  over 
many  important  intervening  stages,  and 
coming  down  to  that  «ra  of  struggle  and 
difficulty,  the  reign  of  Charles  1,  dignified, 
indeed,  by  some  with  the  title  of  Martyr, 
4>ut  who  appeared  to  bim  to  be  only  a 
martyr  to  his  own  obstinacy,  if  the  House 
•would  refer  to  the  famous  Remonstrance 
<of  I6il,^  they  would  find  that  one  of  the 
.grand  grievances  then  complained  of  was 
•the  employment  of  foreign  troops,  and  this 
jifterwards  formed  one  of  the  charges  against 
ibat  misguided  monarch.  If  we  referred 
to  the  period  of  the  Reforillation  and  tbe 
brilliant  reign  of  Eliaabetb,  who  had  cer- 
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tainly  to  contend  with  enemies  as  nume- 
rous and  powerful  comparatively  as  those 
who  now  threaten  our  independence,  when 
Spain,  assisted  by  the  machinations  of  tbe 
Guises,  threatened  the  liberties  of  Europe ; 
when  Scotland  was  divided,  and  Ireland 
yet  more  disturbed  tLan  at  present,  that 
wise  queen  placed  not  her  dependence  oo 
foreigners,  but  appealed  to  the  constitu- 
tion and  t^  the  .people,  in  whose  hearts 
she  reigned,  for  assistance  against  her 
enemies.*^ It  was  said,  that  these  fo- 
reigners were  merely  Germans,  and  be 
was  ready  to  confess,  that  be  saw  more 
danger  in  a  few  mercenaries  within 
these  walls  than  in  th^  employment  of 
thousands  out  of  it.  The  hon.  colonel 
had  eulogized  colonel  Quintin,  but  al« 
though  this  might  be  perfectly  well  me- 
rited, he  thought  the  benefit  of  bis  services 
in  teaching  a  new  mode  of  riding  might 
have  been  procured  without  raising  bmi 
over  the  heads  of  native  officers.— But 
while  we  were  thus  admitting  foreigners^ 
was  it  not  extraordinary  that  any  regula* 
tion  should  subsist  against  the  enlistment 
of  Irishmen ;  and  would  it  not  be  a  more 
expedient  policy  to  reconcile  that  large 
body  of  bis  Majesty's  subjects,  and  call  in 
their  aid  under  the  pressure  of  so  many 
difficulties  ?— The  noble  lord  who  had  at- 
tempted an  answer  to  the  motion,  bad 
treated  tbe  Act  of  Settlement  as  a  repealed 
act,  but  the  preamble  read  by  the  right 
hon.  bart  was  pretty  satisfactory  on  that 
head'  Much  as  was  talked  of  the  consti* 
tution,  the  right  hon.  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  did  not  seem  very  able  to  state 
what  it  was.  In  bis  opinion,  the  Act  of 
Settlement  v^as  a  contract  between  the 
crown  and  the  people  of  these  realms* 
equally  binding  upon  both,  and  on  which 
the  right  of  allegiance  essentially  depend- 
ed. As.  to  the  practice  of  enlisting  fo- 
reigners at  the  sae&e  time  that  the  go* 
vernment  were  proeecuttng  our  own  iea* 
men  for  high-treason  in  serving  under 
the  enemy,  it  appeared  to  bim  to  be  alto* 
gether  unjustifiable.  He  could  not  per*- 
ceive  the  analogy  between  this  case  and 
the  offt^nces  constituting,  on  other  occa- 
sioiis,  the  crime  of  high-treason ;  and  he 
hoped  this  consideration  might  serve  to 
prevent  the  execution  of  the  unfortunate 
men  lately  tried  and  convicted.  With  re- 
spect to  the  material  part  of  the  question, 
he  was  inclined  to  argue  very  differently, 
from  the  consideration  of  the  perilous  and 
distressed  state  of  tbe  country.  He  would 
aay  ia  such  circumstancea,   '  Adhere  to 
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yoar  fbndamenUl  laws,  remore  those 
grieTances  which  are  notorious,  and  which 
excite  the  nrarniors  and  the  loud  com^ 
plaints  of  the  people^  and  strengthen  their 
afibctions  towards  yon  by  an  anremitting 
sMention  to  their  interests  and  desires/ 
Instead  of  all  this,  it  was  now  recom- 
mended te  OS  to  dismiss  the  Act  of  Settle- 
ment as  inconvenient,  and  to  guard  against 
the  establishment  of  a  foreign  despotism, 
by  the  erection  of  a  domestic  one  among 
ourselves.  He  had  now  only  just  to  no* 
tice  the  objection  of  the  noble  lord, 
grounded  on  the  danger  of  publication, 
and  would  beg  leave  to  ask,  if  their  names 
were  not  already  in  the  Army  List  ? 

The  CkanceUorqfthe  Exeheqyer  said,  the 
question  was  not  whether  the  acts  of  the 
44th  and  i6th  of  the  present  reign  ought 
to  be  repealed,  but  whether  they  justified 
the  practice  now  adopted  ?  Did  the  ikots 
of  toe  case  made  out  before  the  House 
justify  the  description  of  the  hon*  bart 
in  suting  all  the  fences  of  the  constitution 
lo  be  broken  down?  As  to  what  had 
been  said  with  respect  to  the  impolicy  of 
admitting  feigners  while  prosecuting  our 
own  seamen,  suppose  the  case  of  our 
having  eiiiployed  the  troops  under  marquis 
Boroana,  who  had  been  forced  into  the 
enemy's  service,  instead  of  sending  them 
to  Spain,  would  that  have  been  improper  ? 
Now,  the  clause  in  the  Act  of  Settlement 
itself,  prohibiting  the  employment  of  fo- 
reigners, was  subsequently  introduced,  for 
the  purpose  of  guarding  against  a  parti- 
cular contingency.  It  was  true,  as  stated 
by  a  right  hon.  baronet,  that  the  pream« 
ble  was  the  key  of  the  statute,  but  he 
could  not  think  it  was  to  lock  up  the  fair 
interpretation  of  any  particular  clause, 
nncontrouled  by  any  definition  in  the  pre- 
amble. The  right  hon.  gent,  then  read  a 
clause  in  the  third  section,  in  order  to 
shew  that  the  only  distinction  between  it 
and  the  two  former  was,  that  the  latter 
justified  the  present  practice,  and  autho- 
rised its  continuance.— Some  might  think 
it  justifiable  to  allow  the  enlistment  of  fo- 
reigners into  separate  regiments,  and  yet 
be  of  ppinion  that  they  ought  not  to  be 
engrafted  into  British  regiments.  If  the 
noble  lord  thought  fit,  he  might  attempt  to 

get  the  third  section  repealed.  All  that 
e  contended  for  was,  that  as  the  law 
stood,  government  were  justifiable  in  en- 
listing foreigners  into  British  regiments. 
But,  admitting  that  foreigners  ought  not 
to  be  admitted  into  British  regiments,  still 
the  extent  to  which  they  were  admitted 
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was  of  material  consequenoe.    If  this  pne« 
vailed  only  to  a  small  extent  there  mtgbi 
be  the  less  reason  for  altering  the  Invr.^— 
There  was  another  subject  introduced  hy 
the  noble  lord  which  he  was  not  prepsured 
to  expect,  as  no  notice  had  been  given  of 
it,  and  it  had  no  necessary  conneciioa  witli 
his  motion,  and  that  was  the  appointmeBt 
of  count  Munster  to  t>e  one  of  the  trostcea 
of  his  Majesty's  private  property.     He 
acknowledged  himself,  if  that  nominaiioa 
were  a  violation  of  the  law,  to  be  sdone 
accountable  for  it,  having  distinctly  and 
individually  recommended    that    gentle* 
man  to  the  situation ;  for  being  himself  ia 
perfect  ignorance  of  the  extent  of  bis  Ma- 
jesty's private  property,  and  thinking  thai 
part  of  it  might  be  connected  with  the  Ha- 
noverian dominions,  it  occurred   to  him, 
that  hardly  a  person  could  be  appointed 
more  likely  to  give  information  concerning' 
it  than  the  individual  in  question,  irona 
the  situation  which  he  had  lately  helib 
If  the  House  sbould  think  this  nomination 
illegal,  it  would  at  least  be  allowed,  that 
what  he  had  done  was  very  natural.     At 
any  rate,  it  watf  unconnected  with  the 
present  discussion.    He  doubted  whether 
it  was  possible  to  return  all  the  foreigners 
employed  in  our  service,  as  many  of  ibem 
miffht  be  unknown,  even  to  their  officers; 
and  it  would  be  necessary  to  send  to  Por- 
tugal and  to  the  East  and  West  Indies,  be- 
fore a  complete  return  could  be  niade. 

General  TarUtm  observed,  that  a  return 
was  sent  to  the  War  office  erery  year, 
containing  the  name,  age,  place  of  birth, 
and  nature  of  service,  of  every  man  in  a 
regiment  With  respect  to  the  emplt^- 
ment  of  foreign  troops  abroad,  he  thooghl; 
in  the  present  state  of  the  world,  we  cmild 
not  have  too  many  of  them ;  but  with  re- 
spect to  taking  them  into  English  regv 
ments,  he  was  in  direct  opposition  to  such 
a  measure.  Mixing  Germans  and  English 
together  into  one  regiment,  was  like  mix* 
ing  baser  metals  with  gold  and  silver. 
The  highest  testimony  had  been  borne  le 
the  superiority  of  English  soldiers  in  fof^ 
mer  times,  by  such  men  as  marshal  Tn- 
renne  and  marshal  Villars ;  and  this  sape- 
riority  we  hisd  still  maintained.  Would 
Great  Britain  ever  allow  herself  to  be 
over-run,  and  her  character  to  be  debased, 
in  the  manner  of  Prussia  and  Austria  ?  He 
was  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  government 
might  take  as  many  foreigners  as  they 
pleased  into  pay ;  but  let  them  atill  m 
called  mercenaries. 

Lord  A.  Hamiliim  complained  of  the 
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liardahip  of  tnlMtnig  foreign  oSeers  ibIo 
British  corps,  ftt  a  tioie  whoB  thcrt  were 
miny  Brilisb  oikers  willing  an4  eBzions 
to  be  employed,  but  who  could  nol  get 
employment. 

The  CkanctUarqfihcErche^mmldp  that 
these  foreign  officers  woold  cease  to  hold 
#ommis6ionfl  within  a  limited  time  after 
the  termination  of  the  war. 

Mr  Be$met  said,  that  two  or  three  years 
ago  he  bad  seen  a  good  deal  of  the  pe- 
mnsala,  and  when  in  Gibraltar  he  saw 
aboet  QOO  men  in  onr  service  there,  who 
had  belonged  to  Dupont's  army,  among 
whom  a  great  number  were  Parisians. 
They  told  him  so  themselTcs.  He  would 
ask  a  gallant  colonel  near  Urn,  why  fo- 
reigners were  taken  into  the  10th  regi- 
ment, in  preference  to  IriRhmen  ?  Was^ 
each  an  indignity  to  be  put  upon  the  Irish 
people,  that  they  were  .to  be  considered 
as  unfit  to  serve  their  country  ?  This  was 
really  something  beyond  human  patience 
to  bear. 

The  ChtmeeUor  tf  the  Exchequer  knew 
nothing  of  the  circumstance  mentioned  by 
the  hon.  gentleman. 

Colonel  Palmer  said,  the  reason  why 
they  had  not  enlisted  Irishmen  was,  that 
the  description  of  irishmen  met  with  in 
this  country  were  liable  to  desert,  and  it 
was  difficult  to  get  them  back  again. 

Lord  FoiheHone  in  reply  said,  be  did  not 
wish  a  return  of  the  names  of  the  foreign- 
ers in  each  corps,  but  merely  of  the 
Bumberfc  It  was  necessary  to  haye  such 
a  return,  to  know  to  what  extent  the 
practice  had  been  carried,  that,  if  neces- 
sary, it  might  be  pot  a  stop  to.  How 
could  goveriiment  know  whether  they  had 
not  more  than  16,000  foreigners  em- 
ployed, if  they  did  not  know  the  numbers 
eerving  in  British  corps  ?  With  respect  to 
the  3d  clause  of  the  act,  he  was  aware  that 
'be  was  contending  with  fearful  odds,  when 
he  had  to  argue  with  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman about  the  meaning  of  an  act  of 
parliament,  well  knowing  both  the  influ* 
«ence  and  legal  knowledge  to  which  he  was 
opposed.  Besides,  he  did  not  know  if  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  not  had  him* 
self  some  hand  in  the  framing  of  the  act, 
as  he  believed  he  was  then  attorney  ge- 
neral. In  his  opinion,  the  Sd  clause 
merely  grave  authority  to  those  foreigners 
who  were  to  be  admitted  to  serve,  to  do 
so  without  breach  of  law.  The  wording 
ran ;  *'  And  be  it  lawful  for  such  subjects 
to  be  enlisted,''  &c.  But  this  clause 
woold  never  justify  the  engrafting  fo- 
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reigners  iolo  British  regimsatsi  If  it  did, 
he  was  sore  it  was  net  in  the  contemplar 
tion  of  parliament  at  the  time  of  passing 
the  act.  The  right  boa.  gentleman  in 
speaking  of  the  Act6f  Settlement  stated^ 
that  the  period  at  which  it  should  begia 
to  operate  was  limited  ;  bat  he  would  re- 
collect that  it  was.  not^  limited  aa  to 
duration.  He  had  thought  that  it  ought 
to  cease  when  the  king  was  no  longer  a 
foreigner;  but  he  seemed  to  forget  that 
the  object  of  jealousy  was  the  foreign  poa* 
sessions  lielongiog  to  the  King.  These 
foreign  corps  belonged  to  these  pos- 
sessions, and  were  attached  to  his  Majesty. 
He  must  say,  that  he  entertained  great 
jealousy  of  these  Germans^  Though  they 
might  be  employed  abroad,  he  should  not 
like  ta  see  them  employed  to  defend' 
this  country,  when  be  knew  how  they  had 
defended  their  own  ^  for  if  men  would  not 
exert  themselves  to  defend  their  nearest 
and  dearest  relations,  ihey  woold  hardly 
exert  themselves  to  defend  strangers.  The 
Hanoverian  army  was  a  great  body  of 
men,  and  might  have  done  something  to 
defend  their  own  country.  That  the^r 
were  able  to  do  something  was  evident, 
from  what  they  contrived  to  do  for  them- 
selves, having  stipulated  that  they  who 
surrendered  should  receive  pay  till  their 
return  home,  and  contributions  were  levied 
for  that  pay  on  the  people  they  were 
hired  to  defend. 

The  ChamxUor  tf  the  Exchequer  had  no 
objection  to  furnish  the  returns  for  the 
regiments  at  home. 

Lord  Polkesicne  having  agreed  to  with* 
draw  hrs  motion. 

The  ChanceUoT  qf  the  Exchequer  moved 
for  a  return  of  the  number  of  fioreigu 
officers  and  soldiers  serving  in  the  dif- 
ferent regiments  of  this  country,  distin- 
guishing the  regiments  in  which  they 
served.— Ordered. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

ffednesd<^,  March  II. 

The  PaiNCB  Reobmt's  LtTTsa  to  t«x 
Duke  of  Yoek  respecting  Lords  Grey 
AND  Grenville.]  Lord  Boringdan  rose, 
and  stated,  that  he  held  a  printed  paper 
in  his  hand,  to  which  he  wished  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House.  It  pur- 
ported to  be  a  Letter  from  the  Prince 
Regent  to  his  royal  brother  the  Duke  of 
York,  and  bore  the  signature  of  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince.  The  object  of  it 
was  to  make  certain  propositions  to  tvso 
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noble  lords,  memben  of  that  Hoajie>  whom 
be  8SW  in  tbeir  places ;  but  ms  it  related 
to  matters  of  the  highest  political  im- 
portance, it  formed  a  sobject  well  worthy 
the  notice  and  consideration  of  their  lord- 
jbips.  Seeing  the  noble  Secretary  of 
State  in  the  House,  he  would  take  the  li- 
berty of  asking  him  whether  this  printed 
paper  was  genuine*  and  really  a  letter 
from  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, as  it  purported  to  be :  or  if  the 
noble  secretary  should  be  prevented  by 
any  technical  difficulty  from  giving  a 
direct  answer  to  that  question,  he  should 
-be  contented  with  his  barely  not  denying 
its  being  genuine  and  authentic.  It  would 
be  right  to  have  this  point  distinctly 
ascertained  and  recognized  before  he 
founded  a  motion  upon  the  paper  in  ques- 
tion. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  the 
noble  lord  could  not  expect  an  answer  to 
#uch  a  question,  and  he  should  not  give 
any  answer. 

Lord  Boringdon  said,  the  noble  lord  had 
not  denied  the  genuineness  of  the  letter  ; 
an  answer,  purporting  to  come  from  two 
, noble  lords  to  that  letter,  had  also  been 
published,  and  he  wished  to  know  if  it 
was  the  answer  of  those  noble  lords  r  Un- 
derstanding that  to  be  the  case,  be  should 
feel  it  his  duty  to  call  their  lordships'  at- 
tention to  the  subject  on  Friday  se'nnight. 
That  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent 
in  writing  that  letter  was  actuated  by  the 
purest  and  most  patriotic  motives  he  was 
in  duty  bound  to  believe,  and  in  his  con- 
science he  was  satisfied,  that  however 
there  might  be  some  unfortanato  expres- 
sions in  the  letter,  that  the  object  of  his 
Royal  Highness  was  to  form  an  adminis- 
tration on  a  fair,  a  liberal,  and  a  broad 
basis.  The  melancholy  issue  was  already 
known,  and  the  darkest  and  most  gloomy 
prospects  now  surrounded  us.  Dangers 
pressed  upon  us  on  every  side,  whilst  the 
means  of  averting  the  ruin  which  me- 
naced the  country  were  weakened.  It 
'  was  a  subject  of  vital  importance  to  the 
people,  and  therefore,  however  feeble  the 
effort  might  be,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  doty 
to  make  an  attempt  to  avert  the  dangers 
which  threatened  us.  He  again  expressed 
his  conscientious  conviction,  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  Prince  Resent  was  to  form  an 
administration  on  a  fair,  a  broad,  and  a 
liberal  basis,  and  he  was  at  the  same  time 
convinced  that  the  answer  of  his  noble 
friends  to  the  letter  of  his  Royal  Highness, 
had  been  much  n^sunderstood  and  misre* 
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presented.  The  purport  of  his  modem 
was  intended  to  be  an  bumble  Address  to 
the  Prince  Regent,thaihe  would  earnestly 
endeavour  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
would  tend  best  to  promote  the  interests 
of  the  country,  by  ensuring  security  and 
tranquillity  at  home,  and  respect  and  con- 
sideration abroad.  It  was  possible,  bow- 
ever,  that  in  the  thterval  he  might  see 
reason  to  alter  the  form  of  his  motion.  He 
therefore  moved  that  the  Lords  be  sora- 
mooed  for  Friday  se'n.night 

Lord  GrenvHle  said,  that  reserving  bis 
sentiments  till  the  discussion  of  the  mo- 
tion, of  which  notice  had  been  giren  by 
his  noble  friend,  he  thought  it  his  doty 
not  to  be  backward  in  avowing  the  answer 
to  the  letter  alloded  to  by  his  noble  friend 
to  be  his.  There  were  some  clerical  errors 
in  the  publication,  but  they  were  of  little 
consequence.  The  substance  was  the 
same.  The  sentiments  contained  in  that 
better  were  such  as  naturally  arc^  at  ^be 
time  in  his  breast— they  were  those  which 
his  duty  to  his  royal  highness  tbe  Prince 
Regent  dictated— they  were  those  which 
were  dictated  by  his  duty  as  a  subject  of 
the  country. 

Earl  Gfy^  thought  it  unnecessary  to  add 
any  thing  to  what  had  been  staled  by  his 
noble  friend,  except  to  avow  his  concur- 
rence in  the  sentiments  contained  in  tbt 
answer  sent  by  his  noble  friend.  There 
were  some  clerical  errors  in  the  publica- 
tion, but  they  were  not  of  consequence* 
and  did  not  materially  alter  the  substance. 
He  thought  it  right,  however,  to  state,  that 
he  did  not  authorise  the  publication,  and 
how  the  letter  and  the  answer  found  their 
way  into  the  public  prinu  he  knew  not 
He,  however,  fully  concurred  in  the  senti- 
ments expressed  in  that  answer,  conceif- 
ing  them  to  be  those  which  it  was  bis  doty 
to  concur  in  declaring. 

The  Duke  of  iVbi^  said,  the  noble 
lord  had  his  thanks  for  bringing  this  im- 
portant subject  before  the  House,  bot  he 
wished,  for  the  sake  of  convenience,  that 
an  earlier  day  could  be  fixed  upon  for  tbe 
discussion. 

Lord  Boringdon  mentioned  Thursday 
the  19th  instant,  which  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  Lords  were  ordered  to  1^  summoned 
for  that  day. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wedne$dqy,  March  1 1. 
Marriaob   Act    Amendmbnt    Bilu] 
Mr.  Wiison  rosci  and  after  a  few  prefatory 
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obiervatioos/ entered  tftto  the  origin  and 
nature  of  tbe  prorisiont  of  the  Imw,  at  it 
DOW  stood,  respecting  marriages  contract* 
ed  without  the  due  consent  of  parents  and 
gaardians.  He  stated^  that  in  conaeqaence 
of  many  scandalous  abuses  preTailing  at 
the  period  of  the  existing  enactmenu,  the 
other  Honse  of  Parliament  had  directed 
the  Judf^  to  prepare  a  Bill  for  the  pur- 
pose of  remedying  the  evil.  It  could  not 
BOW  be  alleged  that  the  same  grounds 
existed  for  continning,  as  there  undoubt- 
edly were  originally  for  making  the  pro* 
▼ision  to  which  his  motion  would  refer. 
The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  then  gave 
a  representation  of  the  act,  as'  it  affected 
illegitimate  minors  and  orphans,  without 
guardians  legally  appointed.  He  stated  it 
to  be  his  intention  not  to  extend  his  pro« 
posed  remedy  to  Ireland,  nor  to  persons 
already  married.  He  condoded  widi 
moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  ex- 
plaia  iumI  lunead  an  Act  commonly  called 
Ike  Marriage  Act,  df  the  26th  Geo.  the 
aecond.«— Leave  granted. 

'   Motion    rbspbcting  •  Convicts    dis- 

GHABGtD   UPON    BNTKRING    THE   ArMY    OB 

Navt.]  Mr.  Abetcrominf  had  not  appr«- 
hemdedy  when  he  first  gave  notice  or  this 
motion,  that  it  would  meet  with  any  oppo- 
aition ;  but  as  he  now  ohderstood  it  would 
be  reaieted  by  the  right  hon.*  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  he  begged 
leare  to  state  the  grounds  of  his  motion. 
The  two  circumstancesto  which  he  wished 
to  call  their  attention^  were  the  extended 

{>raGtice  of  admitting  convicts  iiitothe  mi* 
iury  service  of  the  country*  and  the 
fceatly  increased  number  of  utt  pardons, 
'be  House  wonld  recollect  that  an  hon. 
general  had  lately  stated  in  that  House 
tbat  upwards  of  143  persons  lately  dis« 
charged  from  the  hulks  had  been  admitted 
into  one  regiment.  He  was  ready  to 
agree,  that  this  was  a  practice  which,  in 
certain  cases  and  to  a  particular  extent, 
was  perfectly  justifiable.  His  complaint 
was,  that  there  had  evidently  been  an  un- 
wise and  indefensible  excess,  and  a  total 
negligence  in  tho  exercise  of  the  preroga-< 
tiye  of  the  crown  in  this  respect.  Was 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  acquainted  with 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  individual 
cases  in  question?  had  he  inquired  into 
the  particulars  of  the  oflfences  and  charac- 
ters of  the  persons  pardoned ;  or  had  any 
reference  been  made  to  the  judges  who 
tried  them?  He  knew  from  the  right 
hoD«  gentlenaa  kimselG  that  none  of  these 


things  had  been  done.  -  He  knew  from  his 
own  confession,  that  all  hatd  been  done  oa 
the  mere  report  and  representation    of 
Mr.  Graham,  who  though  a  highly  re«* 
spectable  person,  it  was  to  be  reelected 
held  the  office  of  snperintendant  of  the 
Hulks,  and  who  visiting  the  hulks  mefe'ely 
about  once  a, quarter, necessarily  acted  pn 
the  information  ef  others.    It  was,  there* 
fore,  for  the  House  to  consider,  whether 
this  description  of  persons  was  such,  as 
that  their  representations  formed  a  proper 
ground  for  inducing  that  House  to  sanction 
this  unprecedented  exercise  of  the  execu- 
tive authority.     The  question  was  not  less 
comiected  with  the  administration  of.  our 
penal  law,  than  with  the  probable  effecU 
of  such  a  system  on  the  discipline  and  cha« 
racter  of  the  army.    The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman,  after  commenting  on  the  in- 
adequacy of  the  punishment  inflicted  by 
the  system  of  confinement  in  the  hulks, 
concluded  by  moving,    *'  That  there  be' 
laid   before  this  Hofowe,  a  return  of  the' 
number  of  persons  whoi  since  the  1st  of* 
January   1810,  have  been  directed  to  be 
transported  either  after  having  been  capi- 
tally convicted  or  by  original  spntence^ 
and  who  have  been  discharged  on  condi- 
tion of  entering  into  )he  army  or  navy, 
and  also  of  these  who^  within  the  same 
period  have  received  free  pardons ;  spe- 
cifying the  date  of  their  conviction,  the 
offences  of  which  they  were  convicted; 
and  the  time  of  their  discharge.'^ 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  deprecated  the 
motion,  but  had  no  wish  to  screen  himself 
from  any  responsibility  for  having  ad«^ 
vised  the  pardons,  because,  in  so  doing,  he 
had  followed  precedent.  Pardons  had  not 
latterly  been  granted  to  the  extent  as  for- 
merly. In  one  instance,  he  understood; 
that  upwards  of  500  had  been  allowed  to 
enter  into  the  army  and  navy.  With  re* 
spect  to  the  present  subject,  the  fact  was, 
that  Mr.  Graham  had  represented  to  him 
that  there  were  a  number  of  persons  whose 
conduct  had  beeni  so  correct,  that  they  were 
fit  objects  for  royal  consideration.  In 
consequence  of  this  representation,  he  bad 
thought  it  his  duty  to  recommend  those 
persons  to  be  pardoned  on  condition  of  en- 
listing for  life.  It  had  been  ibend  that 
bad  efiPecttf' arose  from  sending  them  for 
life  to  serve  abroad,  and  a  communicatiea 
was  made  to  the  Commander  In  Chief  jf 
the  result  was,  that  it  was  judged  advise-^ 
able  to  permit  the  enlisting  under  these 
ooaditions,  but  the  men  were  informed 
that  it  rested  with  them  whelh«  they 
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sbMld  rey»l  their  oalive  cMotr^  •gftin* 
and  bt  r«Umied  to  tbeif  lamiliei  and 
friends.  The  House  iNHild  agree  kith  hin 
ii>  eoBceif  ing  that  there  ceuld  not  be  a 
greater  inducement  to  these  persons  to  be- 
have well  daring  their  confinement  on 
board  the  halk^,  than  the  knowledge  that 
by  jheir  good  condoct  they  might  stand  a 
chance  of  being  resured  t»  society.  There 
was  no  principle  so  dangerous  as  that 
wfaich  went  to  exclude  the  chance  of  re- 
ibrmation,  for  if  these  persons  were  turned 
loose  upon  the  world,  without  the  means 
of  earniAg  their  bread,  and  their  charac- 
ters gone,  the  probability  was,  that  they 
would  return  to  their  eril  habiu.  What 
wvs  the  ease  here  ?  By  permitting  them 
to  enter  the  army  and  navy,  every  objec- 
tkm  was  removed,  and  they  most  likely 
would  be  drawn  £rom  their  t>1d  habits,  and 
become  as  it  were,  new  men,  and  good  ci* 
tisens^  The  boo.  and  learnt  gentleman 
was  therefore  wrong  in  supposing  that  it 
WHS  iinproper  to  permtl  these  men  to  ^n* 
itw.  He  hai  drawn  his  obser? ations  from 
thci  state  of  the  eoBTiels  foeforb  Mr.  Gra* 
ham  held  the  oftoe  of  supertnte^dant.-^ 
The  right  hon.  Secretary  then  read  a  letter 
front  a  clergyman,  statmg  the  good  beha- 
yiourof  two  men  who  had  been  liberated 
in  IdIO,  after  four  years  confinement,  de- 
scribing them  as  altered  men.  The  ge* 
neral  impression  as  to  this  mode  of  p«mish- 
went  was  quite  different  to  what  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  entertained.  He 
was  in  the  practice  of  receiving  letters 
from  the  masters  of  apprentices,  and  ser- 
i^anu  serving  oo  hoard  the  hulks,  desiring 
that  the  rest  of  the  sentencea  against  them 
Bdighl  be  remitted,  on  account  of  the  re* 
formation  in  their  conduct,  and  they 
would  take  them  again  into  their  service. 
That  was  the  best  proof  which  could  be 
given  of  the  utility  of  the  punishment ; 
tor  would  it  be  believed  that  tradesmen 
would  risk  their  property,  if  they  were 
Bot  convinced  that  their  once  dishonest 
servams  were  now  trust^woVtby  ?  As  to 
llie  numbers  enlisted,  the  House,  perhaps, 
were  Aot  aware,  that  they  formed  three 
atrong>  good,  and  efficient  regimento. 
With  respect  to  their  general  conduct 
ainoe  1803,  when  they  were  first  liberated, 
many  tesiimoiiies  were « furnished.  He 
'  iMd  made  many  inquiries,  and  he  foudd 
Ihat  their  general  conduct  was  very  good ; 
as  soldiers  they  would  not  yield  to  «iy  re- 
giment for  cfficieney.  In  the  year  1807, 
Miooel  Gordon,  then  private  secretary  to 
tteConunanderuiChief,  wasatthe  head  Of 


one  of  the  regikneats,  ind  he  spoke  in  ^ngli 
terms  of  that  regiment  when  im  Atdemey 
and  Guernsey,  hi  a  letter,  wfaicfa  tkm 
right  hoB.  Secretary  read,  they  were  atated 
to  have  received  ihe  thanks  of  the  sibabi- 
tants  of  those  islands  for  their  good  coor 
duct^  and  it  was  stated,  that  out  of  tke 
whole  regiment,  only  two  had  attempted  t» 
deaert.  He  then  referred  to  the  Gaaette 
of  the  6th  of  March,  IS  10,  in  which  gese* 
ral  Beckwith  speaks  in  the  highest  tenaa 
of  the  ttoyal  York  Ssngers,  anotlrar  ef 
these  regiments  :  and  in  general  arders  re- 
turns thanks  to  brigadier-geHeral  Waie 
and  aoajor  Hendbraen,  the  comfnander,  §» 
the  gallantry  diKplayed  in  the  cooqacit  of 
Gaadaloupe,  dnd  f^r  the  discipline  whii^ 
the  regkn^t  had  evinced  on  this  and  lbr» 
mer  occatiuas  durili^  the  last  canspatga. 
Any  regiment  might  be  pr#«d  to  hare 
been  mentioned  wiol  such  honour  as  tMt 
by  which  the  York  Raagera  had  been  dis^ 
tingoished.  He  allowed  he  had  haen  tM 
by  a  gallant  general,  that  oHence  had  boea 
given  by  allowing  uo  maoy  mtk  from  the 
hulks  to  enter  into  one  regiment.  He  wai 
sorry  for  it»  4hd  hu  was  sure  that  by  no 
one  was  it  more  regretted  than  by  the 
illustrious  personage  at  the  head  of  th^ 
army.  It  was  intended  diat  itshoaM  ael 
be  known  Irom  what  quarter  theae  aafepi 
tunate  pet^tons  h^  ppaceeded ;  unlifcfcily, 
however,  it  trai^pired.  Bot  he  trasted 
that  no  regieaent  could  feel  diagraced  by 
the  association  of  individaak  who  hsd 
shewn  so  much  contrition  for  ttieir  fbraer 
errors,  and  ^ho  had  so  well  redeemed  the 
pledge  which  they  had  given  of  fnare 
good  conduct.  As  the  present  moiioa 
could  tend  only  to  revive  uapleasam  eoa- 
siderations,  with  respect  to  thoae  uiiforto^ 
nate  individoaU,  he  for  one  rotist  give  h 
his  most  decided  negative.  If  the  hm* 
and  learned  gentleman  coald  hrin|^  fer^ 
ward  any  particular  case  of  iaaprapiiey 
in  the  granting  of  a  pardon,  he  would  itaal 
readily  aieet  him  upon  it  He  vStta  aat 
aware,  however,  of  the  existence  of  aaf 
such.  He  might  hate  erred,  hdt  he  hsd 
really  used  all  possible  diligence  to^aacei^ 
tain  the  meriu  of  the  individuab  m^qponsika, 
before  he  offered  any  advice  with  respect 
to  them  to  the  crown.  It  would  have  heeu 
much  better  for  the  public  service,  and  fef 
those  unfortunate  persons,  had  this  diacas^ 
sion  not  taken  place.  He  had  depre<MNi 
it  when  the  hon.  and  teamed  KcnttoBaa 

rve  notice  of  the  a^Miioni  end  helraaHd 
would  go  no  further. 
Mr.  W^  likdugllli  th«  it  wi«M  M 
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500  cooTicts  discharged  at  odce^  wai  tent 
into  the  armj,  it  would  appeaf  mow  like 
a  certain  mmiiber  of  rocniita  t«ing  w«it«4 
for  the  army^  than  if  it  wot  tbo  gobd  ooo* 
dact  of  such  a  namber  that  had  rorom- 
mended  them  to  a  more  ho&oorable  ■ttoa* 
tion. 

Mr.  WUhetfirce  opposed  the  motioti>  aa 
likely  to  do  mischief.  He  thought  that 
it  was  right»  as  much  as  possible^  to  throw  a 
teil  o?er  the  former  i^ncea  of  those  wboer 
good  conduct  had  recommeaded  them  to 
be  admitted  into  tho  army.  It  must  bo 
recollected^  also,  that  many  of  those  o& 
fences  which  were  ponkhed  by  transporta* 
tion  and  imprisonment  in  the  hatks,  wete 
not  offences  which  implied  any  great  do* 
prarity  of  mind ;  and  when  tho  temptationi 
to  which  the  poorer  classes  were  sometinioe 
exposed,  as  well  as  their  want  of  reKgiooi 
eduoation^were  fkirly  considered^  it  would 
not  be  just  to  supposo  a  man  absolutely 
irreclaimable,  t)«cause  he  had  committod 
some  small  theft,  or  other  o£fence»  which 
was  irisited  with  that  punishment.  He 
thought  that  it  would  be  better  tb  mix 
these  men  with  other  corps,  than  to  form 
whole  regiments  of  them. 

Mr.  I^eretary  ^der,  in  explanation, 
said,  that  it  wi^  120,  and  not  500,  who 
had  beert  lately  setit  to  the  army  fr^m  the 
hulks.  Ho  had  only  suted  that  formerly 
500  had  been  sent. 

General  Tafieton  disapproved  of  mixinj; 
those  men  ih  the  army.  He  remembered 
there  was  an  objection  a  long  time  ago, 
to  admitting  those  men,  who  were  caHed 
gaol-birds,  into  the  regular  regtmeitte. 
Since  that  time,  bowery,  the  quality  of 
the  army  had  been  much  improved,  by 
the  system  of  enlisting  iVom  the  mtli«ia» 
who  were  the  flower  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Aherercml^  shortly  replif^.  Hir 
object  would  be  gained  if«  after  this,  men 
were  sent  from  the  hulks  only  in  small 
numbers  at  a  time,  to  join  any  particular 
corps  $  aild  he  trusted  that  his  motion, 
which  some  gentlemen  seemed  to  think 
mischievous,  would  at  least  bo  attended 
with  this  good  efiect,  that  120  convicto 
would  not  again  be  sent  in  one  batch  to  a 
regiment. 

The  Motion  was  negatived,  without  ^ 
division. 

FoRBtOHBRS    IK    THE    BftlTISB    AftMY.] 

Colotiel  Palmer  stated  his  anxiety  to  cor« 
rect  a  misrepresentation  he  was  sorry  to 
ha? e  seen  in  the  papers,  of  what  he  was 
reported  to  have  stated  id  answer  to  tht 


ana 

Bmoh  batter  if  such  persons  were  placed 
»t  first  in  those  particulair  corps,  which 
had  been  set  apart  for  them.  In  thsCt 
case,  if  they  behaved  well,  it  might  be  al- 
lowed to  them,  as  a  great  reward  for  their 
good  conduct,  to  enter  into  some  regular 
regiment  of  the  line.  This  would  be  a 
great  reward  to  them,  as  persons  sent  into 
those  condemned  regiments  generally 
despaired  of  seeing  their  connections  again. 
He  instanced  a  case  within  bis  own  know- 
ledge, where  6ne  of  those  mea,  from  good 
behaviour,  had  been  albwed  to  go  into 
another  regiment,  and  was  now  in  the 
confidential  situation  of  pay-serj)eant.  He 
conceived,  that  it  would  not  be  considered 
nearly  so  degrading  to  the  regular  regi- 
Hieitts,  to  have  men  come  in  among  them 
recommended  by  their  good  conduct  in 
ether  corpsi  as  to  have  them  sent  dinsctly 
llrom  the  hulks. 

Mr.  Siurgii  Bourne  opposed  the  mo* 
ilon,  and  said  that  there  was  no  branch  of 
the  royal  prerogative  which  he  should 
ieetso  little  disposed  to  questioki  as  this. 

General  Pergu$on  wished  to  kno#-,  whe- 
ther, in  the  s<^lection  of  convicts  for  the 
army,  morals  or  age  Was  most  attended 
to  ?  He  knew  one  of  those  persons,  who 
was  above  fifty  years  of  age,  and  had  been 
a  commissioned  officer,  and  sentehced  to 
death  for  forgery.  As  to  the  secrecy 
practised  about  where  those  men  came 
lirom,  he  himself  had  seen  thirty  of  them 
at  one  time  driven  into  the  barrack-yard, 
when  the  officer  escorting  them  got  a  re« 
ceipt  for  their  bodies.  It  was  not,  there- 
fore, very  extraordinary  that  this  secret 
should  transpire. 

Sir  S,  Homilfy  could  see  no  objection  to 
the  motion.  It  was  of  great  importance 
to  know  in  what  manner  the  selection  was 
made  from  the  hulks.  Although  he  dkl 
not  disapprove  of  some  of  the  convicts 
being  allowed  to  servo  in  the  army  or 
Bavy,  yet  he  wished  to  know  the  principle 
apon  which  the  selection  was  made.  Al- 
though there  was  no  prerogative  more 
VaKiable  than  that  of  pardoning,  yet  there 
was  none  which  should  be  exercised  with 
more  care,  or  attended  with  greater  re- 
sponsibility. He  knew  cases  where  par- 
dons had  Seen  granted  on  motives  which 
tho  prosecutors  could  not  guess  at.  Men 
bad  been  sent  to  Botany  Bay^  at  the  ex- 
p^n^e  of  the  country,  and  had  immediate- 
ly on  their  landing,  and  in  some  instances 
without  setting  a  foot  on  shore,  been  par- 
doned and  sent  back  in  the  same  ship. 
Wheo*  he  heard  of.  so  large  a  number  as 
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asaertieB.  that  an  order  had  been  iMaed  to 
bif  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent's 
regiment  to  exclude  the  admission  of  Irish- 
men. Being  aware  that  there  were  some 
grounds  for  such  statement,  he  did  not  at 
the  time  take  upon  himself  to  contradict 
it  fully ;  but  he  was  now  enabled  to  state, 
from  the  highest  authority,  that  no  order 
of  the  kind  had  eyer  been  issued.  He  ad- 
mitted that  the  recruiting  officers  had  re- 
eeiTod  instructions  from  the  commanding 
officer,  col.  Quintin,  to  enlist  Ehglishmen 
in  prellMreBce  to  Irish,  and  if  any  blame 
was  to  he  attached  to  him  for  this,  he  beg* 
ged,  as  hr  as  his  own  opinion  went  of  the 
propriety,  to  take  his  share.  He  had  not 
stated,  as  reported,  that  his  objection  had 
been  on  account  of  the  Irish  deserting  to 
the  enemy ;  on  the  contrary,  no  one  was 
more  convinced  than  himself,  in  common, 
lie  believed,  with  erery  other  British  of- 
ficer, of  the  loyalty,  courage,  and  fidelity 
of  the  Irish.  What  he  did  state  was,  that 
the  description  of  Irish  they  met  with  in 
this  country  were  liable  to  desert,  which 
was  a  reason  for  objecting  to  them ;  and 
to  prove  that  his  regiment  entertained  no 
national  prejudice,  they  objected  in  the 
same  manner,  to  various  classes  of  their 
own  countrymen — to  all  Londoners,  iknd 
inhabitants  of  manufacturing  towns,  and 
confined  their  recruits  to  that  class  of  per- 
sons brought  up  to  agricultural  pursuits ; 
lor  they  found  that  Irishmen,  ana  those  of 
their  own  country,  who  were  not  in  early 
life  accustomed  to  the  care  of  horses,  made 
bad  grooms — and  thought  the  best  infantry 
were  objectionable  as  cavalry.  He  there- 
fore trusted  these  reasons  would  clear  his 
regiment  of  all  suspicion  of  the  motive 
l¥hich  had  been  attributed  to  it.  H^ 
would  add,  that  this  system  was  not  con- 
fined (as  had  been  stated)  to  his  own  regi- 
ment and  the  15th,  but  that  it  was  pursued 
by  every  English  cavalry  regiment  in  the 
service.  He  would  only  add,  to  prove 
that  he  never  objected  to  Irishmen  who 
were  well  recommended,  and  still  less  that 
jie  preferred  foreigners,  that  the  number 
of  Irish  then  in  the  regiment  exceeded 
that  of  the  foreigners:  and  that  the 
amount  of  the  latter  did  not  exceed  thirty, 
out  of  a  complement  of  nearly  nine  hun- 
dred. He  concluded  by  observing,  that 
it  was  an  unpleasant  subject,  and  that  he 
should  not  have  taken  a  part  in  the  debate 
of  last  night,  had  he  not  felt  called  upon 
to  do  justice  to  a  brother  officer,  than 
whom,  he  believed,  there  was  not  a  more 
deserving  man  in  the  service,  and  to  whom 
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that  credit  for  its  appearance  and  dis-- 
cipline,  which  he  trusted  was  not  anvror- 
thily  bestowed  on  the  regiment,  was  due. 

HjOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

FritU^,  March  13. 

Strood  Poor  Bill.]     On  the  qoesiion 
that  this  Bill  be  read  a  third  time. 

Sir   Samuel  Romilly  rose  to  point  out 
some  clauses  which  seemed  to  him  very 
objectionable.      He  thought  the  preaent 
prevailing  practice,  with  respect  to  private 
Poor  Bills,  very  faulty.      Instead  of  that 
uniformity  of  system,  both  as  to  main* 
tenance  and  punishment,  which  ought  to 
exist  through  all  parts   of  the  coootry, 
every  new  Bill  proposed  some  difiletent 
project.     The   system  was  not  national 
but  parochial,  and    a  different  admiois- 
tration  of  criminal  law  was  to  be  fouod 
in  the  different  parishes.    In  some  places 
the  punishment  was  corporeal — in  others^ 
imprisonment — m  others  very  slight,  being 
a  mere  change  of  diet     Bilto  of  this  sort, 
being  of  a  private  nature,  seldom  attra^ed 
much  of  the  public  attention,  and  it  was 
onl}^  by  accident  that  he  had  become  ac- 
quainted with  those  provisions  of  the  pre- 
sent Bill,  to  which  he  now  objected  as 
destructive  of  that  sameness  which  ovght 
to  characterize  the  system  of  the  poor 
laws.     He  did  not  exactly  know  how  to 
prevent  the  introduction  of  different  regu- 
lations into  different  Bills.     Perhaps  it 
might  be  effected  by  a  standing  order  c^ 
the  House,  that  all  Bills  introducing  new 
methods  of  punishment  or  of  management 
should  be  submitted  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House.     He  objected  also  to  the 
liability  to  abuse  which  was  inherent  in 
the  present  clauses.   A  poor  wretch  might 
languish  in  prison  for  days  and  months, 
and  yet  could  have  no  remedy  by  action 
of  false  imprisonment.     There  were  now 
no  less  than  three  Bills  in  their  progress, 
which  had  cohtained  various  meth^s  of 
punishment,  but  which  had  been  altered 
at  his  suggestion  ;    yet,  if  he   had  not 
chanced  to  notice  them,  they  would  havo 
passed  the  House  unamended.     He  should 
now  propose  his  alterations :— One  clause 
empowered    magistrates    to    apprentice 
youth  at  the  age  of  14  or  sooner.    He  ob- 
jected to  the  latter  words,  as  giving  a  dis« 
cretionary  power  to  sehd  out  children  at 
the  tenderest  age.     He  was  not  to  be  told 
tbat  such  abuse  could  not  arise,  as  he  was 
himself  acquainted  with  an  instance,  whera 
20  children  of  only  7  years  old  had  been 
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'  sent  apprenticei  to  Scotland.  The  nexti 
'  -clause  be  objected  to  was,  that  which  ena- 
'  bled  the  magistrates  to  appreotice  the 
children  of  Strood  into  Scotland,  a  provi- 
sion which  would  remove  them  from  the 
protection  of  a  Bill  for  Apprentices 
Drought  in  by  his  hon.  friend ;  and  they 
would  thus  be  as  much  put  out  of  the 
guardianship  of  the  law  as  if  they  were 
sent  to  the  West  Indies.  The  next  objec- 
tionable clause  was  that,  whicb  empowered 
'  ihe  trustees  to  let  out  the  poor  by  the  day 
or  the  wcSek,  for  works  of  husbandry ;  sub- 
jecting the  poor  to  penalties,  if  they  did 
not  immediately  return  after  the  execution 
of  their  work.  He  had  been  told  that  this 
was  a  beneficial  practice :  he  was  not 
himself  acquainted  with  the  arguments 
which  led  gentlemen  to  such  conclusions; 
-he  thought  it  a  most  important  innovation 
of  the  existing  law,  and  therefore  not  to  be 
admitted  into  this  Bill.   . 

Mr.  D.  Oiddy  agreed  as  to  the  necessity 
of  an  uniform  code  of  poor  laws,  but 
thought  that  trustees  should  be  invested 
with  considerable  power.  He  thought  the 
whole  system  of  the  poor  laws  required 
alteration,  and  wished  that  some  gentle- 
man would  dedicate  his  attention  to  such 
a  work. 

Sir  £.  Knaichhull  explained  the  motives 
of  the  clause  which  empowered  magistrates 
lo  apprentice  children  into  Scotland.  He 
said  there  was  a  considerable  trade  carried 
on  between  Strood  and  that  part  of  the 
kingdom,  which  necessarily  led  to  a  con- 
nection between  the  two  places.  If,  how* 
ever,  any*doubt  existed  as  to  the  propriety 
of  this  clause,  he  was  authorised  by  the 
framers  of  the  BUI  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Tkompmm  said  he  had  seen  boys  of 
from  ten  to  twelve  years  of  age  apprenticed 
out  very  usefully,  on  which  account  he 
would  suggest  to  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend,  to  substitute  ten  years  in  the  place 
of  fourteen,  to  which  it  would  stand  limited 
b^  his  amendment. 

Sir  5.  RomUfy  said,  the  consequence  of 
the  Bill,  as  it  stood  at  present,  was  to  en- 
able the  trustees  to  place  children  out  at 
the  tenderest  age  ;  be  knew  of  one  parish 
.that  had  sent  twenty  children  out  in  one 
3rear  at  the  age  of  seven,  to  a  house  in 
Scotland.  He  acceded  to  the  suggestion 
of  his  hon.  friend. 

The  House  then  divided  on  tbe  question, 
that  tbe  blank  should  be  filled  up  by  the 
words  "  ten  years,''  Ayes  37;  Noes  40; 
Majority  3. 
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Petition  from  Plyhovth  rbspectihg 
THE  East  India  Company.]  A  Petition 
of  the  Merchants  Traders  and  Inhabitants 
of,  and  carrying  on  business  within,  tbe 
port  of  Plymouth,  was  presented  and  read ; 
setting  forth, 

"  That  the  act  23  Geo.  3,  c  52,  vesting 
the  entire  right  of  commerce  and  naviga* 
tion  in  the  seas  and  to  the  territories  be- 
tween the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the 
Straits  of  Magellan  in  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, will  expire  on  the  1st  of  March, 
1814;  and  that,  by  the  act  37  Geo.  3,  c. 
57,  permission  is  given  to  foreign  nations, 
in  amity  with  Great  Britain,  to  trade  to 
those  countries,  though  denied  to  other 
British  subjects  tban  the  East  India  Com- 
pany ;  and  that  the  confining  the  East 
India  trade  from  Great  Britain  to  the  port 
of  London  alone,  must  be  considered  un- 
just, unwise,  and  impolitic,  inasmuch  as  it 
restrains  a  commerce  in  which  the  whole 
of  his  Majesty's  subjects  have  a  natural 
right  to  participate ;  and  that  the  throwing 
open  the  trade  of  India,  now  confined  to  a 
single  port,  to  the  different  ports  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  would  unquestionably 
tend  to  excite  emulation  amongst  its  mer- 
chants, and  increase  the  revenues,  wealth, 
strength,  and  glory  of  the  British  empire ; 
and  that  the  port  of  Plymouth  possesses 
every  capacity  and  convenience  of  har- 
bours, docks,  stores,  and  warehouses  for 
any  trade  whatever,  and  its  situation  in 
tbe  British  channel,  admitting  an  easy  in- 
gress and  egress  of  ships  and  vessels  tn  all 
winds  and  weather,  makes  it  equal  to  any 
port  of  the  British  isleS  for  carrying  on  an 
extensive  commerce,  and  is  particularly 
well  adapted  for  trade  to  the  East  India 
seas ;  and  that  ihe  merchants  and  traders 
of  the  port  of  Plymouth  have  of  late  years 
considerably  increased  their  property  in 
shipping,  whicb  is  still  augmenting,  and 
praying,  that  the  House  will  not  permit 
any  further  extension  or  renewal  of^the 
East  India  Company's  charter,  but  that  it 
may  be  suffered  to  expire  on  the  1st  of 
March  18 14;  and  that,  from  that  time« 
the  trade  to  the  British  East  India  settle- 
ments may  be  opened  to  all  his  Majesty's 
subjects,  or  if  it  sh^ld  be  thought  proper  to 
confine  the  trade  to  certain  ports,  that  the 
port  of  Plymouth  may  be  named  and  ap- 
pointed as  one  of  them/' 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Prince  Regent's  Message  respecting 
Portuguese  Troops.]  The  Chancellcr  qf 
the  Exchequer  presented  the  following  Me»» 
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tage  from  bis  royal  hlghneas  the  Prbce 
RegeiU: 

"  George  P.  R. 

^'  The  Prince  Regent^  in  the  name  and 
on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  thinks  pro- 
per to  inform  the  House  of  Commons,  that 
the  assistance  which  his  Majesty  has  been 
enabled  to  give  to  the  Portuguese  govern- 
ment, has  happily  furnished  the  means  of 
improving  the  military  establishments  of 
that  country,  and  of  rendering  conspicuous 
the  valour  and  discipline  of  the  Portu- 
guese armies,  and  has  thereby  contributed 
most  essentially  to  the  successful  deliver- 
ance and  defence  of  the  kingdom  of  Portu- 
gal against  the  enemy. 

''  The  Prince  trusu  that  the  House  of 
Commons  will  enable  him  to  continue,  in 
the  present  year,  the  same  support  to  Por- 
tugal which  was  aftbrded  in  tne  last,  and 
from  which  sbch  important  advantages  to 
the  cause  of  the  allies  have  already  been 
derived.  G.  P.  R/' 

Ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Supply. 

Mutiny  Bill— Flogging  of  Soldiers.] 
Lord  Palmeruon  moved,  •*  Thatthe  Mutiny 
pill  be  now  read  a  third  time.'' 

Sir  Francii  Burdett,  in  bringing  the  sub- 
ject of  military  punishments  again  under 
the  notice  of  the  House,  hoped  he  should 
be  considered  as  performing,  as  was  bis 
intention,  a  duty  to  the  army  and  to  the 
people  at  large.  He  was  persuaded  that 
few  gentlemen  could  be  found  who  would 
differ  with  him  in  the  sentiment,  that  they 
ought,  if  possible,  to  get  rid  of  the  punish- 
ment of  flogging,  or,  as  it  was  called  by  a 
circumlocution  which  aeemed  to  imply 
'  that  those  who  supported  the  practice  were 
ashamed  of  the  simple  and  direct  word  by 
which  it  was  described,  ^corporal  punish- 
ment/' But  imprisonment  was  also  a  cor- 
poral punishment ;  and  his  objection  was 
not,  therefore,  to  be  taken  as  against  this 
species  of  infliction  generally,  which  be 
confessed  to  be  necessary  in  the  coercion 
of  soldiers  to  their  duty,  which  the  slow 
progress  of  civil  law  would  be  inefficient 
m  accomplishing.  It  was  his  object  to 
contend,  that  there  were  other  principles 
w^ich  might  be  acted  upon,  and  other 
punishments,  short  of  death,  and  even 
death  itself,  which  might  be  inflicted  m#re 
consistently  with  the  good  of  the  service — 
more  consistently  with  the  character  and 
honour  of  the  soldier,  and  more  consis- 
tently with  the  charaeter  and  honour  of 
f 


thenadOD.    Gentlemen  weve  wot  perbapc 
aware  of  the  extent  to  which  the  present 
odious  system  led|  or  of  its  specif  natsre. 
Not  only  from  the  disgraceful  kind  of  pth- 
aishment,  but  from  the  manner  in  whick 
it  was  considered  by  the  civil  law  of  tb« 
country,  it  was  stamped  with  pecaliar  m* 
famy,  and  this  was  the  more  tmportaai  to 
bo  kept  in  view  now,  when  the  military 
system  embraced  the  whole  population  of 
England,  and  every  man  above  she  mge  of 
1 S  was  liable  to  be  brought  into  the  raahs. 
Under  such  circumstances,  it  was  kadeed 
most  important  to  bear  in  mind  that  legal 
disability  went  along  with  the  iafliclioit 
of  the  lash.    Mr.  Justice  ^lackstone  pot 
the  individuals  who  had  been  ponished  by 
flogging  on  a  footing  with  those  who  had 
been  convicted  of  the  worst  and  most  dis- 
graceful crimes,  such  as  perjury  and  felony, 
and  held  it  to  be  a  just  ground  of  ct^ 
lenge  on  a  jury,  that  a  penwn  had  beca 
flogged;      How   (he  practice   had  crept 
into  the  army,  he  had,  after  the  rooai  dn 
Kgent  inquiry, found  it  impossible  toSracr; 
hut  he  had  every  reason  to  thipk  ihat  k 
was  not  of  many  years -standing/ an4  that 
it  was  only  during  the  present  war  that  it 
had  been  carried  to  a  great  extent ;  and 
it  was  natural  to  believe  that  it  had  gaae 
on,  and  would  continue  to  increase,  for  it 
was  in  the  very  spirit  of  such  ponisbmenli 
to  require  the  greater  severity,  the  longer 
they  were  established.     What  was  at  &st 
safficient  to  answer  the  purpose  of  tenor, 
by  degrees  lost  its  force,  till  aggravated 
and  more  frequent  examples  b^ame  ne- 
cessary, and  humanity  shuddered  at  the 
extremity  to  whieh  cruelty  and  barbari^ 
must  be  carried,  and  which  after  all,  were 
unproductive  of  the  eflects    anticipated 
from  them.    He  was  sure  of  being  rs* 
lieved  from  one  part  of  the  difficulty  a^ 
tendant  upon  the  discussal  of  this  suli^ect, 
as  every  man  to  whom  he  addressed  bins- 
self  must  view  with  disgust  and  abhorrenos 
the  abominable  system  of  torture,  at  the 
abolition  of  which  he  aimed.     His  task 
would,  therefore,  be  shorter,  as  be    had 
only  to  shew  the  impolicy  of  what  must 
be  confessed,  on  all  hands,  to  be  inbooiaa 
and  barbarous.     Yet  even  here  he  felt  a 
considerable    degree   of  embarraasment, 
arising  from  the  difficulty  of  apply  uig  rea- 
soning to  what  one  would  think  the  heart 
must  determine  on  instantly  before  the 
judgment  could  be  consulted.    If  the  uiad 
did  not  revblt  at  once  fWim  the  mere  state- 
ment of  a  practice  so  abominable,  it  wooid 
be  no  easy  inatter  to  convince  the  andev* 
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fltwidiiig  of  iho0e  who  cooM  bring  them* 
aelvet  to  cold  reasoning  and  calculation 
on  the  tvbiect.    Ha  would,  bowerer^  at* 
teapt  lo  ofi&r  somo  argooiaau  on  tbo  cate> 
and,  to  begin,  would  revert  to  kit  former 
position,  tbat  tbe  practice  was  not  sanc- 
tioned by  its  antiquity.    Tbat  it  was  not 
an  ancient  practice,  a  reference  to  tbe  st^ 
tute  book  would  sufficiently  evince.    In 
tbe  early  statutes,  tbe  punishments  of  mi- 
litary offences,  like  those  of  other  offences, 
were  specified,  and  those  offences,  like 
other  offences  were  universally  referred  to 
tbe  decision  of  judges  and  a  jury.     The 
lath  of  Henry  tbe  sixth  declared  military 
desertion  to  be  felony  without  benefit  of 
clergy,  and  providedf  tbat  the  offender 
should  be  tried  by  a  jury.    There  were 
statutes  of  Henry  7,  and  of  Edward  6,  to 
the  same  effect.  .  By  those  stetntes,  ab* 
sence  fr<Hn  the  muster-roll  was  rendered 
punishable  by  a  short  imprisonment,  while, 
by  desertion,  the  punishment  of  death  was 
declared  to  have  been  incurred.    So  it 
was  during  the  reigns  of  Henry  8,  and 
Philip  and  Mary:  and  up  to  that  last 
named  period,  military  offences  were  tried 
by  the  same  tribunals  as  offences  of  every 
other  description,  and  were  punished  by 
similar  inflictions.    He  believed  tbat  any 
npb^lder  of  the  present  system  of  flogging 
would  be  very  much  put  to  it  to  show  that 
it  was  the  practice,  even  in  the  armies 
noder  the  glorious  duke  of  Marlborough.— 
He  had  beard  from  old  persons,  who  bad 
been  long'  in  tbe  army,  that  they  could 
remember  but  one  instance  of  this  species 
-of  punishment  being  inflicted,  and  in  that 
•ne  case  the  individual  was  sent  out  of  the 
army.    He  himself  recollected  in  his  boy- 
hood, having  seen  persons  pointed  out  as 
having  been  drummed  out  oC  their  regi- 
mont.    To  what  then  were  they  to  attri- 
bute the  change  that  had  since  taken  place  ? 
There  were  no  drummingsoutof  the  army 
BOW.    This  could  be  accounted  for  only 
on  the  supposition  that  they  could  not  dis* 
charge  the  soldier  from  the  army,  without 
conferring  a  benefit  upon  him;  and  why  ? 
Because  in  that  line  of  life  his  reward  was 
not  adequate  to  the  services  he  performed, 
and  they  were  obliged  to  compel  him  to 
his  duty  by  torture.    This  was  tbe  sole 
sroond-work  for  the  supposed  necessity 
for  continuing  this  cruel  mode  of  punish- 
nient.    An  officer  was  not  flogged.    To 
disnaiss  him  was  considered  a  sufficient 
Pnnisbment  for  many  offences ;  but  to 
diamiss  a  soldier  was  considered  a  reward. 
Here  be  could  not  help  animadrertiog  on 
(VOLXja) 


what  had  fallen  from  an  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman,  the  Judge-advocate,  the  other 
day.     That  lion,  and  learned  gentleman 
had  told  them,  by  way  of  inducing  a  be- 
lief that  flogging  was  almost  extinct,  that 
he  had  great  consolation  in  stating,  that 
only  eight  persons  had  in  the  course  of 
the  year  been  sentenced  to  receive  lashes 
hy  general  courts-martial,  and   tbat  of 
these,  the  sentence  had  only  been  carried 
into  execution   (to  tbe  number  of  700 
lashes,  a  number  he  should  have  thought 
beyond  alt  human  endurance)  upon  one 
man,  who  had  refused  an  off*er  of  com- 
muting the  punishment  into  service  abroad 
for  lile.    What  was  the   source  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman's  consola- 
tbn   he  was  at  a  loss  to  discover.      It 
could  not  arise  from  a  conviction  of  tb«  de- 
crease of  this  mode  of  punishment-»fbr 
such  sentences  by  general  courts- martial 
were  known  never  to  be  numerous.  Would 
he  tell  them  how  many  men  were  doomed 
to  this  degradation  and  infamy  by  regi- 
mental courts-martial  ?  He  was  convinced 
he  spoke  within  bounds  when  he  asserted 
that  he  misht  add  thousands  to  the  hon« 
and  learned  gentleman's  eight,  and  not  go 
beyond  tbe  fact,    ^hey  had,  therefor^,  no 
grounds  for  paying  any  attention  to  this 
Killacious  statement,  calculated  to  flatter 
them  into  a  belief  that  the  odious  punish- 
ment alluded  to  was  on  the  decline.    H^ 
now  came  to  consider  the  question  with 
regard  to  the  effects  produced  by  this  spe- 
cies of  punishment,  and  he  might  say,  that 
all  the  officers  with  whom  he  had  con- 
versed  on  the  subject,  a^ed  una  voce 
in  this  point,  tbat  even  if  it  were  imnos- 
sible  to  get  rid  of  tbe  practice  altogether, 
it  was  one  sadly  abused,  and  if  it  at  all 
permitted,  tbe  offences  liable  to  so  severe 
a  visitation,  should  be  distinctly  specified. 
To  this  effect  he  had  the  written  testimony 
of  many  distinguished  officers,  since  1798, 
when  the  subject  was  first  discussed  by 
miyor  James.    General  Colbum  held,  tbat 
no  military  offence  should  subject  the  per- 
petrator to  the  infamy  of  being  flogged, 
except  such  as   in  the  civil  law  would 
be  punishable  with  equal  pain  and  ig- 
nominy.     Sir   Bbbert   Wilson,   general 
Stewart,  and  all  those  who  had  published 
their  opinions  on  the  subject,  united  in 
declaring  that  the*  mode  of  punishment 
was  cruel  and  stigmatizing— that  the  man 
who  suffered  it  rarely  or  never  beld  up  hi^ 
head   afterwards   in    his  regiment— and 
that,  for  one  whom  it  had  the  effect  of  re- 
forming, many  a  good  soldier,  for  perhaps 
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asingU  Iransgretsioiij  wHhoot  moral  tair- 
pitud«,  unable  to  bear  the  shame  in  which 
he  was  inyolved,  became  .so  debased  end 
careless  of  dptv  from  the  moment  he  was 
so  punished,  that  his  utter  and  Hrretriev- 
able  rain  was  the  consequence.  He  had 
been  told  instances  of  those  who  bore  the 
infliction  of  thjs  torture,  almost  beyoad 
nature  to  endure,  without  betraying  any 
emotion,  and  who  yet  felt  so  acotely,  Ihat 
they  could  never  afterwards  recollect  the 
disgrace  to  which  tbey  had  been  ex* 
posed  without  shedding  tears  like  children. 
He  put  it  then  to  the  House  to  sey,  if  it 
was  ht  to  expose  men  capable  of  such  an 
union  of  fortitude  and  feeling  to  such  a 
punishment  y  and  whether  it  was  &I  to  em- 
ploy means  so  humiliating  and  degradnig 
in  a  profession,  the  basis  of  which  ought 
to  be  honour  ?  He  put  it  to  them  to  say, 
if  it  did  not  go  to  destroy  the  morel  cha* 
racter,  and  all  the  energies  which  o«ght  to 
distinguish  a  soldier  ?  ft  robbed  him  of  all 
dignity  of  mind,  and  the  firmnesa  conse- 
quent upon  that  feeling,  and  reduced  him 
to  a  level  with  the  basest  creature  in  so- 
ciety. A  principle  like  this  must  at  all 
times  be  reprehensible  ;  but  bdw  mu^ 
more  so  did  it  seem  at  thiji  moment  to  be 
applied  to  the  British  army— that  acmy 
whose  valour  had  so  gloriously  maintained 
the  character  of  i^ational  bravery*  It 
would  be  a  crime  to  believe,  t^  men  ca- 
pable of  such  exploiu  could  require  such 
means  to  enforce  discipline.  Indeed  it 
appeared  in  practice,  that  the  best  regi- 
ments in  the  service  were  those  in  which 
this  mode  of  punishing  did  not  prevail ; 
and  he  was  persuaded  that,  wbeaever  the 
officers  of  a  regiment  used  proper  vigi- 
lance to  ^e  that  the  soldiers  had  their 
dues,  when  they  removcKl  the  suspicion  of 
ill  treatment,  when  they  checked  small 
ofiences,and  thus  repressed  the  spirit  of 
disorder  in  iu  infan^-N-when  a  regiment 
was  fortunate  enough  to  possess  soch  oft* 
cers,  there  would  be  seldom  found  occmIoii 
to  use  a  cat  o'nine  tiuls.  Formerly  much 
of  the  severity  of  military  discipline  arose 
from  a  suspicion  (too  fi:equently  well- 
grounded]  on  the  part  of  the  soldiers  that 
they  were  unfairly  treated.  A  great  por- 
tion however  of  the  caus^  oC  this  suspicion 
had  been  done  away  in  the  British  army. 
Discontent  therefore,  and  the  offences  to 
which  it  instigated,  had  diminished,  and 
this  horrible  punishment  was  consequently 
rendered  less  necessary,  if,  indeed,  it  could 
ever  be  said  to  have  been  at  a^l  so.  He 
was  ha^py  to  hear  this  tfstimany  to  the 


eSbrts  vnth  to  diminish  thoee  absinea  by 
which  the  comforts  of  the  private  soldier 
had  been  to  seriously  invaded.    la  tka  IM 
regiment  of  guards,  he  waa  told,  it  was  m 
or4ers  thai  the  noonrommiesionsd  officers 
sheeid  oot  make  any  pro6t  on  money  tbey 
were  entrusted  to  expend  for  the  use  of 
the  soldiers ;  and  this  bore  him  ont  is  the 
statement,  that  the  contrary  had  Ibrmeriy 
been  the  practice,  thoqgh  now  there  was 
little  ground  for  sosptci^  that  the  iose- 
reMs  ot  the  soldier  were  onsdlended  to. 
There  was»hewever,some  cause  for  ceoHre 
in  this  respect,  which  he  witneaaed  vImb 
he  was  in  the  Toweiw-the  bread  gifua  So 
the  men  was  of  a  bad  quality,  end  ihey 
were  under  the  necesaity  ef  pnrchaiing 
other.     There  might,  hime^er,  ier  ou^ 
he  knew,  have  been  an  easy  ttamedf  fisr 
this  incenveniency*-^!!,  even  the.nimQsl 
attealion  in  these  respects  was  not  acfficsent 
to  saoctien  the  contineance  of  the  power 
of  flogging,  when  they  recollected  that  no 
oee  was  anssverahle  for  the  soldier  bot  d» 
surgeon^  who  was  a  party  eencemed.     H 
the  soldier  died,  there  was  ne  ciH'OQer  mt 
upon  hias»  and  the  surgeon  was  net  eren 
examined  upon  oath.    He  would  heesked 
*'  What  will  yon  substitute  for  the  mode 
of  pnuishment  yon  take  away  will  yoe 
sohetitute  death }"  To  this  he  vroeki  ae« 
swer,  that  there  were  many  inlermediiae 
steps  of  punishment  that  might  be  adopted. 
But  were  they  sure  that  death  at  oeee 
would  not  be  more  humane,  and  perhafn 
not  more  fatal,  ^an  the  system  in  use?  fie 
knew  from  authority  on  which  he  cadd 
rely,  that  a  few  years  ago,  eight  aeUiefs 
had  died  at  Gibraltar  in  conseqoanoe  ef 
the  severity  of  the  ponisbment  to  which 
they  had  beee  exposed ;    and  if  he  wss 
ri^tly  informect  which  he  did  not  doabw 
the  officers  who  composed  the  conrt  mai^ 
tial  had  refused  to  find  a  ninth  man  nii^ 
as  soon  as  they  were  aware  of  the  &le  of 
the  others.    ¥ot  this  refusal  they  were  sn^ 
perseded  and  sent  over  to  England,  bot 
were  soon  after  reinstated  by  the  Cosn* 
mander-in^Chief.     The  surgeon  had  oii- 
ginally  giv'en  in  his  report  of  the  deoaaoed 
8oldier»-^<  Died  of  punishment,''  b«^  fer 
reasons  not  explained,  had  afkervraids  al« 
tereditto— ^Diedoffever.''     The  poiie 
to  consider  then  was,  if,  binder  the  i 
miliury  code,  they  did  not  kilii 
at  all  event%  render  more  nseiess, 
even  if  they  resorted  to  tha  pimiihnwal  ef 
death  itself,  fer  the  commission  e£  the 
higher  crimes.    But  there  were  aheeOhct 
idvanttgaa  which  vjonid  ariaa  eat  ef  tha 
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Urn  wooM  not  oniAwm  to  tbt 
lots  «f  life  00  light  and  ijia4tqu«le  groonds 
'•^ejr  wottU  freigb  omtten  mfttor^ly  and 
•crioi^ly,  before  they  infliet^dldtadi;  hvi 
tbajr  wooM  go  oa  flogging  finr  tbe  life  #f 
Ihe  indiridital,  withoul  erar  giving  bis  caaa 
thai  daliberatioB  and  grara  contideratioa 
it  marited.  General  Colbnrn,  ta  whom  ha 
bad  already  alladed>  had  declared  his  epi- 
oioo,  that  the  sentence  was  illegal  whiidi 
caademned  a  man  to  aaffer  moite  than  be 
«oold  endnre  at  one  time ;  and  he  con* 
ciurrad  with  him,  that  it  was  as  anjost  as 
it  was  barbaroos,  to  bring  a  man  out  to 
bear  at  a  second,  or  even  a  third  pnnisb«> 
meat,  what  it  wu  im(>osstUe  fer  him  to 
live  ««der  at  one  infliction*  There  were 
many  other  objeotiaos  io  tbe  practice. 
Tbe  degree  of  pnoiabment  was  oneqnal  ia 
aefarity ;  it  was  left  to  tbe  eapdoe  o£  the 
commanding  officer,  or  tbe  officers  com- 
jming  the  court  martial ;  and  who  conld 
,eUc«laiia  tbe  sensibility  of  tbe  nerves  of 
diflereot  men,  which  made  tlmt  to  one  a 
alight,  wbicb  to  another  was  a  morlal  in- 
fliction ?  Tbe  instrument  of  tartnre  was  also 
liaUe  ta  variatioa  in  different  regiments, 
and  even  in  tbe  same  regiment  at  diierent 
times.  If  such  a  asode  of  treatment  wm 
to  be  tolerated  ai  all,  which  in  hie  judg- 
ment It  ou^ht  not,  that  Uoase,  which  gave 
the  authority  and  pwvtr,  ought  to  take 
care  and  define  tbe  crime  liable  to  this 
species  of  visitation-*-4o  prescribe  the  dU 
mansions  and  sort  of  instrument-^-^and  to 
Ibpit  its  applicatkNL  They  ougl^  to  see, 
that  there  were  no  vartatians,  such  as  he 
bad  just  noticed,  ami  whicb  were  only  to 
be  aeooanted  fer  on  tbe  ground,  Ahat  the 
system  akagetber  was  an  abase  which  had 
crept  into  tbe  army,  and,  like  all  other 
abases,  was  unbounded ;  for  what  the  law 
enacted,  4be  law  took  especisl  means  io 
limit  and  define.  He  now  came  io  notice 
the  argnments,  if  argomcoU  Itty  might  be 
called,  of  ibose  who  had  apposed  the  abo- 
lition of  this  detestable  practice.  They 
aaid,  *'  You  most  have  it ;  ibie  army  is 
composed  4>f  such  a  daaorif^mn  of  persons, 
AbaSAagging  must  be  allowed/'  How  un- 
just each  an  assertion  was  to -the  English 
army,  their  cofiducA,  on  every  occasion, 
aoaspletsly  manifested,  and  he  would  not 
enter  into  a  refetation  of  the  calumny. 
The  gantleasea  opposite,  however,  bad 
^one  all  in  their  power,  by  incorporating 
with  it  eanvscts  frpm  tbe  hnlksjo  degrade 
die  army  tea  dfi^ee  so  as  to  justify  their 
aif  umaat,  that  the  b^b  was  indispensable. 
SvitcouU  JA  baltelfaeHoMa  wanld  think. 


that  for  the  sake  of  2  or  900  wretches 
sent  from  these  repositories  of  guilt,  to  in« 
crease  tbe  tiombers  of  the  army,  but  car* 
tainly  not  to  augmeDt  its  strength,  such  a 
system  should  be  upheld  ?  There  were 
others  so  tender  of  life,  though  callous  to 
Abe  best  feelings  of  tbe  soldier,  that  they 
defended  tbe  present  mode  on  the  ground 
of  this  perveiied  humanity.  Others  affain 
were  its  friends  through  economy,  as  may 
would  do  nothing  which  might  deprive  tfa!e 
service  of  a  man.  In  tbe  end,  however,  they 
would  find  their  economical  measures  the 
most  dear.  For  what  was  the  result! 
Let  a  recruiting  officer  ask  a  countryman 
to  enlist,  and  he  would  receive  the  answer, 
''  I  will  never  subject  myself  to  be  tied  up 
Ao  your  balberts.'^  This  idea  ran  through 
the  country,  operated  against  the  inclina- 
tion for  military  service,  and  rendered  the 
granting  of  heavy  bounties  necessary. 
The  apprehension  stimulated  to  desertion ; 
as  the  soldier  who  had  committed  some 
slight  offence,  terrified  at  tbe  punishmeaA 
which  awaited  him,  was  tempted  toab» 
soond,  on  the  (double  chance  of  making  bia 
escape  altogether;  and,  at  any  rate,  of  at 
least  putting  off  the  evil  day,  a  principle, 
however  unfounded,  exceedingly  strong 
in  the  human  mind.  Thus,  it  appeared, 
that  in  their  aim  at  cheapness,  they  would, 
on  all  bands,  be  grievously  disappoint- 
ed.  But,  again,  he  might  be  asked,  since 
yott  condemn  the  existing  practice  so 
much,  what  substitute  do  you  propose? 
Tbis  was  so  ably  and  feelingly  answered 
by  major  James,  that  he  would  read  tbe 
passage  from  his  work  on  a  supposition  of 
the  same  <|ttestion  being  put  to  bim.-^<  I 
say,''  were  major  James  s  words,  **  abolish 
flogging;  and,  as  for  a  substitute,  I  will 
not  trust  myself  with  reasoning  on  tbe  sub« 
ject^'--So  said  be,  (sir  F.  B.)  abolish  it ; 
and  if,  by  a  substitute,  wm  meant  any 
thing  equally  infamous,  equally  unjust  and 
cruel,  it  might  be  replied,  there  was  none 
to  be  found.  But  if,  by  a  substitute,  was 
meant  a  difievence  in  dtscipline->«-let  re- 
ward be  that  substitute.  Give  tlie  soldier 
comlbrA  and  ease  for  the  remainder  of  that 
life,  worn  out  in  the  service  of  his  coun- 
try, let  him  not  know  want  and  penury  ; 
let  him  find  his  toilsome  and  stormy 
youth  succeeded  by  an  age  of  quiet  and 
security.  But  wb^,  on  Uie  conurary,  did 
they  see  ?  Men,  who,  in  these  glorious 
batales,  which  were  in  every  one's  mouth, 
had  lost  tbeir  limbs,  reduced  to  the  mise- 
rable and  scanty  pittance  of  sixpence  or 
I  ninapnnco  par  day.    WaaAhisanade<{U8Ae 
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compentation  for  the  risk  of  iife-— for  the 
loss  of  limb  in  bravely  fighting  to  advance 
the  cause  of  their  country  ?  It  was  true, 
that,  after  a  longer  period  of  service,  they 
were  entitled  to  receive  one  shilling, 
eighteenpence,  and  so  much  as  two  shill- 
ings a  day ;  but  those  whose  service  had 
been  short,  were  placed  on  the  wretched 
allowance  which  he  had  described,  and 
certainly  afibrded  no  example  very  seduc- 
ing to  others'  to  embark  in  the  same  ca- 
reer. On  the  contrary,  every  one  of  these 
men  eerved  as  a  beacon  to  deter  others 
from  entering  into  the  army,  where  dan- 
gers, exertions,  and  privations  met  with  so 
ungrateful  a  return.  Instead  of  always 
bearing  of  punishments,  he  would  wish 
tometimes  to  hear  of  rewards  for  good 
conduct  and  gallant  actions;  of  promo- 
tion for  the  display  of  courage  and  talent; 
and  he  was  convinced,  that  a  system  of  this 
kind  would  supersede  the  necessity  for 
barbarous  punishments.  But  if  punish- 
ment and  fear  alone  were  to  operate,  the 
army  would  remain  in  iu  present  condi- 
tion y  and  it  appeared  to  him  that  all  other 
evils  in  life  vanished,  in  comparison  with 
those  of  a  soldier.  All  was  one  gloomy 
scene,  there  was  nothing  of  sweetness  in 
the  past,  and  nothing  of  hope  in  the  future. 
And  though,  when  brought  face  to  face 
with  the  enemy,  l)e  seemed  to  forget  every 
evil  of  his  condition— to  think  only  of  his 
own  honour  and  the  honour  of  his  country, 
and  rush,  with  heroism,  upon  the  opposing 
gun  or  bayonet;  this  only  proved  him 
more  worthy  of  another  sort  of  discipline, 
and  of  the  gratitude  of  his  native  land, 
which  he  deterded.  He  need  not  go  in 
foreign  servict?  ibr  proof,  that  such  punish- 
ment was  not  a  necessary  ingredient  in 
military  discipline.  There  was  an  illus- 
trious instance  at  home  in  his  royal  high- 
ness the  duke  of  Qtocester,  who  had  de- 
clared bis  hostility  to  the  use  of  the  lasb, 
and  inspired  his  officers  with  similar  senti- 
ment8.---The  consequence  was,  that  by 
their  wisdom,  yigilance,-and  policy,  they 
had  succeeded  in  abolishing  corporal  pu- 
nishment in  the  regiment  for  four  years, 
and  yet  the  whole  army  could  not  boast  of 
one  in  a  state  of  beUer  order  and  disci- 
pline. He  had  high  satisfaction  in  paying 
this  tribute  of  approbation  to  the  duke 
of  Glocester,  who  had  thus  afforded  an 
instance  in  point,  not  only  of  there  be- 
ing no  necessity  for  flogging  to  make  a 
good  regiment,  but  even  that  by  a  con- 
trary iystem  men  might  be  reclaimed 
(u  this  regiment  was),  who  l)ad  formerly 


been  iiAiieetied  to  the  meet  ttvere  treat- 
ment.    He  had  onl^  to  add  td  this,  Uiat  a 
battalion  of  this  regiment  (the  3d  G«srds) 
serving  abroad,  were  so  distingtMahed  for 
their  high  discipline,  that  lord  rfmVtagfion, 
on  a  late '  melancholy  occasion^  when  be 
found  it  necessary  to  order  two  men  Co  be 
shot,  stated  In  orders,  that  it  was  oaiieces- 
sary  for  this  battalion  to  attend  tbe  ezeco- 
tion,  as  their  conduct  had  been  m>  correct 
as  to  need  no  example  to  be  set  belbra 
them.    He  hoped  after  this,  that  the  ne- 
cessity for  flogging  would  not  be  c«Daefid- 
ed  for,  as  tnd^  it  was  only  by  men  vrlio 
were  the  least  acquainted  with  tbetr  own 
profossion,  and  with  human  natore.    That 
this  was  no  fanciful  notion,  or  fine  spun 
theory  of  his,  he  had  the  written  and  oral 
testimony  of  many  excellent  officers  of  the 
line  and  the  militia  to  establish  ;    and  in 
proof  of  this,  he  read  a  few  passages  frosn 
the  works  of  generals  Colborn,  Sttwarl; 
and  sir  Robert  Wilson*     He  bail  beard, 
and  believed,  that  the  duke  of  York  had 
expressed  his  disapprobation  of  this  dis- 
graceful mode  of  punishment;  and  if  lui 
Royal  Highness  weold  issue  orders  on  tbe 
subject,  and  press  it  as  had  been  dnna  1^ 
his  royal   relative,  he  was  persoaded  K 
wouM  be  in  his  power  to  get  rid  of  it  alto- 
gether.   But  the  V  must  take  care  rainistcn 
should  not  furnish  reasons  for  its  eontins- 
ance,  by  sending  such  men  as  they  hsd 
fient  from  the  balks.    If  they  did  make 
soldiers  of  them,  they  ought  to  be  formed 
into  regiments   hy  themselves,  and  the 
whole  service  would  not  then  be  tlegrsded 
by  a  few  wretches  scattered  tbrooghoot  tiK 
mass,  to  keep  the  lash  suspended  over  iben 
all.     He  cooM  adduce  many  otber  aotbo- 
rities  (not  written)  of  great  weight,  all 
agreeing  in  expressina  disgust  at  tbe  pre- 
sent system,    liord  Moira  had  declared  it 
to  be  unmanly   and  pestilentiaL      Lar4 
Hutchinson  was  also  decidedly  hostile  toi^ 
and  he  might  even  assume,  from  the  prac* 
tice  of  that  noble  lord,  that  k»rd  Welliof- 
ton  was  anxious  by  its  abolition  to  rain 
the  moral  character  of  the  soldier,     hi 
proof  of  this,  he  had  beard  from  an  officer 
of  his  lordship's  regiment,  that  wbtle  m 
India,  he  scarcely  recollected  such  an  oe- 
currence  as  the  infliction  of  this  pmslh 
ment. — General  Money  had  also  given  bis 
voice  against  it ;  and  the  German  officers 
in  England  had  decktred  that  no  coontrj 
could  so  well  dispense  with  it,  as  we  bad 
the  alternative  of  sending  men  to  oar  co- 
lonies and  the  West  Indies,  instead  of  pa< 


nishing  tham  in  this  inhuman  way. 
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be  wooM  take  an  opportanity  of  explain- 
ing his  sentiments  with  respect  to  fo- 
reigners, and  particularly  Germans,  to- 
wards whom  he  entertained  no  illiberal 
feeling.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  inclined 
to  afibrd  them  protection,  and  treat  them 
with  eren  greater  hospitalilr  than  they 
received,  and  his  sole  object  m  raising  his 
▼oice  as  he  had  lately  done  in  that  House, 
was,  that  they  should  not  be  put  over  the 
heads  of  Englishmen  who  aspired  to  fill 
these  situations. — He  then  proceeded  to 
notice  the  hardship  of  inflicting  a  part  oF 
tuch  punishment,  and  then  commuting  the 
remamder  into  foreign  service.  It  was  un- 
necessary to  deUit  the  melancholy  efiects 
which  had  been  produced  by  this  mode  of 
punishment.  Men  had  destroyed  them- 
selves through  apprehension  of  it,  and  he 
firmly  believed  that  no  man,  after  suffering 
the  lash,  was  ever  fit  to  be  trusted.  He 
knew  it  was  the  opinion  of  all  officers  that 
the  cat-o'-nine*tails  spoiled  a  good  soldier, 
and  made  a  bad  man  worse.  Excessive 
punishnHsnt  always  defeated  its  own  ob- 
ject. No  man  would  treat  any  animal  in 
the  way  in  which  humap  beings  were 
sometimes  treated :  and  yet  a  horse  might 
be  whipped  until  he  stood  still.  With 
regard  to  the  plea  of  necessity,  it  was  not 
for  him  to  disprove  it — but  it  behoved  the 
gentlemen  opposite  to  make  out  the  posi- 
tion, ihat  (logging  could  not  be  done  with- 
out. Militar^r  torture  ought  to  be  as  inad- 
missible as  civil  torture.  He  repeated, 
that  the  strongest  part  of  the  argument 
retted  on  the  liability  of  the  whole  popu- 
lation of  the  country  to  be  called  out  as 
soldiers.  The  father  of  a  family  mi^t  be 
dragged  from  his  house  to  serve  in  the 
rapks,  and  put  in  a  situation  in  which  he 
would  be  subject  to  military  flogging. 
There  had  been  great  sympathy  excited  a 
fcw  years  since  on  the  subject  of  the  Slave 
TVade,  and  he  heartily  rejoiced  in  the  abo- 
lition of  that  inhuman  traffic ;  but  he  did 
not  believe  that  ever  a  slave  in  the  West 
Indtet  suffered  so  much  as  the  British  soldier, 
for  by  the  laws  of  Jamaica  the  number  of 
lashes  was  limited,  and  they  were  inflicted, 
not  by  the  party  offended,  but  by  a  pub- 
lic officer.  He  hoped  their  humanity  was 
not  exhausted  in  getting  rid  of  that  traffic, 
but  that  there  was  still  enough  led  to  in- 
duce them  to  abolish  an  abomination  even 
exceeding  that  m  horror.  He  did  hot 
doubt  but  the  practice  would  be  defended 
under  similar  perverted  pretences  to  hu- 
manity as  had  been  used  on  the  Slave 
7rade.    llUire  were  periena  ttwij  to  de- 


fend any  thing.  He  had  read  defences  of 
the  Inquisition  and  torture,  and  if  tovturv 
was  at  all  defensible,  he  did  not  see  why  it 
might  not  be  inflicted,  as  well  for  the  sal- 
vation of  the  soul  as  on  a  military  pretence. 
But  howeverdefended,  he  wassnre  the  prac« 
tice  was  impolitic,  disgusting,  alld  cruel. 
Before  he  sat  down,  he  would  again  advert 
to  the  importance  of  the  subject,  on  the 
ground  of  the  legal  disqualification  wrought 
by  flogging,  when  the  whole  people  were 
liable  to  military  service. — He  asked  if 
this  was  a  situation  to  which  the  people  of 
England  should  be  exposed,  and  expressed 
his  pre*opinion,  that  this  subject  was  so 
founded  on  humanity,  that  neither  party 
nor  political  sentiments  could  have  operat- 
ed, so  as  to  bring  two  persons  to  differ 
upon  it.  It  had  nothing  to  do  with  party. 
The  opposition  to  the  system  was  founded 
on  humanity  :  and  in  that  point  of  view, 
needed  not  the  aid  of  argument ;  it  was 
also  founded  on  policy,  and  in  that  point 
of  view,  could  be  supported  by  irrefutable 
reasoning.  If  the  country  would  but  do 
justice  to  the  army — if  a  reward  was  held 
out  for  good  concfuct— if  those,  who  had 
served  30  or  40  years,  instead  of  being 
sent  abroad  to  hard  garrison  duty,  were 
allowed  to  pass  the  rest  of  their' lives  at. 
home  and  at  ease,  there  would  be  little 
necessity  for  resorting  to  severe  punish- 
ments. Far  different  was  the  present  fate 
of  the  veteran.  When  he  had  exhausted 
the  strength  of  his  youth  in  the  service  of 
his  country,  that  ungrateful  country,  in- 
stead of  affording  the  means  of  comfort  in 
his  age,  availed  itself  of  his  last  and  feeble 
efforts,  and  sent  him  to  a  distant  and  bale- 
ful clime,  there  to  descend  into  an  unwept 
grave.  Had  the  plan  originated  some 
years  ago  by  a  late  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Windham)  been  persevered  in,  the 
good  effects  would  by  this  time  have  been 
strikingly  manifest.  It  was  a  plan  which 
no  consideration  of  economy  ought  to  have 
interrupted.  That  right  hon.  gentleman 
had,  for  the  first  time,  (however  imper- 
fectly) impressed  this  great  princi(>Ie  oi| 
the  military  service  of  the  country,  name- 
ly, that  the  only  rational  foundation  on 
which  the  good  conduct  of  the  soldier' 
could  be  expected,  was  to  belter  his  con- 
dition. '  He  must  know  very  little  indeed 
of  the  character  of  mankind,  and  of  Eng« 
lishmen  in  particular,  who  did  not  know 
that  it  was  much  easier  to  lead  than  to 
drive.  To  lead  men  by  a  principle  of 
honest  emulation  was  inmiitely  preferable 
to  driving  them  forward  under  aaysten  of 
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«N*rarv  Ufc0ftluft«Qibrttc«d  in  tbe  maxim  of 
Calignla,  'v  Odm'iiu  dtum  mOumuJ'  To 
Boa«  was  du8  remark  more  appricablc« 
than  tp  thosa  engaged  la  the  intlitory  pro- 
faasioR*  It  waa  la  latitfy  hia  aenie  of  duty 
upon  the  tubjacti  that  alter  the  third  read* 
ing  of  the  Bill,  it  waf  hit  intention  to  pro- 
pace  a  clause,  the  etiO^ct  of  which  would  be 
to  decbre  that  the  punishment  of  flogging 
rendered  the  person  on  whom  it  was  in- 
flictad  infamous,  and  liable  to  the  chal- 
lenge of  a  jury ;  and  that  the  same  ought 
Id  be  abolished. 

Mr.  Mammi  SuUm  observed,  that  the 
bon.  baronet  set  ont  with  proleming  that 
what  he  had  to  aay  would  be  an  appeal 
rather  to  the  hearts  than  to  the  under* 
atandines  oi  members;  and  in  truth  his 
speech  bad  been  addressed  to  the  passions 
rather  than  reason.  He  was  persuaded 
that,  however  conscientious  the  motives 
of  the  hon.  baronet,  there  was  no  degra- 
dation from  which  the  Britiah  army  would 
recoil  with  more  disgust  and  impatience, 
than  from  the  description  which  the  hon. 
iNironet  had  been  pleased  to  give  of  their 
situation*  What!  was  it  true  that  a 
>  British  soldier  was  subject  only  to  punish- 
ment ?  Was  he  entitled  to  no  reward  ? 
Was  ho  in  a  worse  state  than  an  African 
dave?  Ha  would  vent4are  to  say,  that 
there  were  no  assertions  so  untrue,  so  cal- 
cnlated  to  incense  the  feelings  of  the  Bri- 
tish army,  and  indeed  to  reduce  them  to 
real  deffradation,  as  many  of  the  state- 
ments of  the  hon.  barL  The  hon.  baronet 
had  hazarded  opinions  not  founded  on  any 
enquiry.  He  had  said,  that  no  soldier 
who  nnderwent  corporal  punishment  could 
ever  raise  his  head  again  among  his 
friends  and  companions.  If  he  -  had  in^^ 
Testigated  the  fact,  he  would  have  found 
that  in  many  regimenu  soldiera  who  had 
auSerad  proper  corporal  correction,  so 
fiir  from  having  become  worthless,  had 
afterwards  conducted  tkiemselves  in  such 
an  exemplary  manner  as  io  become  non- 
eoranussioned  officers,  and  ni  that  new  si- 
tuation to  fulfil  all  their  duties  irre- 
proachably«  This  was  fact,  and  the  hon. 
hart,  was  not  justified  in  coming  down  to 
the  House,  and  uninformed  as  he  was^ 
broadly  staling,  the  pimishmant  was  in- 
Tariably  followed  by  the  self-abandon- 
ment of  the  soldier  on  .whom  it  had  been 
inflicted.  The  hon.  baronet  had  charged 
him  with  an  intention,  on  a  former  oi^ht, 
of  deluding  the  House  by  a  fallacious 
atalemeot  with  respect  to  the  number  of 
•ofi^OBal  fuoishments  that  had  ntceatly 


been  inflicted.     If  the   hon:   bart.  had 
condescended  to  be  present  on  that  occnr* 
sion,  he  would  have  heard  how  the  nub* 
ject  was  introduced,  and  in  that  case   hm 
would,  perhaps,  not  havo  deferred   bia 
present  proposition  to  a  time  when   si 
could  not  with  consistency  be  possibly 
received  ;  for  certainly  nothing  could  hie 
more  ridiculous   than   to  suppose,    thai 
after  the  House  had  read,  for  the  third 
time,  a  Bill  which  recited  cotporal  piH 
nishmeot  as  intimately  connected  with  its 
provisions,  they  would  agree  to  tack  to  it 
a  clause  by  which  corporal  puniabmeai 
should  be  wholly  abolished.    He  wonU 
inform  the  hon.  baronet,  Hhat  what  he 
had  stated  on  the  evening  alluded  to  was^ 
that  he  was  persuaded  ofthe  imposaibilky 
of  abolishing  the  punishment  altogether  ; 
although  be  felt  m  common  with  those 
whose  immediate  duty  it  was  to  enfiiroe 
the  law,  the  utmost  wish  to  roaderthat 
punishment  as  little   frequent  as  neces- 
sity would  allow.     He  had  aJso  c4»erv- 
ed,  that  the  statements  made  relative  to 
punishments  iaflioted   had   been  grossly 
exaggerated,  and  that  in  the  infiiction  of 
punishment  for  ofiences,  it  would  be  mneh 
better,  in  his  opinio^,  to  Leave  the  discre* 
tioo  in  the  courts  martial.     With  respect 
to  what  the  hon.  baronet  had  said  » lo 
the  infliction  of  corporal  {>ooishment  not 
being  known  in  foreign  armies,  and  that 
the  high  state  of  discipline    and  vakwr 
evinced  by  those  armies,  evidently  shewed 
the  practical  good  resulting  from  it,  he 
must  answer,  that  to  take  it  oat  of  the  mi*  • 
litary  code  of  Great  Britain,  woold  not  be 
attended  with  beneficial  effects.    By  so 
doing,  a  summary^  and  in  some  respeeta, 
an  arbitrary  power  would  be  vested  in 
officers,  little  compatible  with  the  genuine 
spirit  of  the  British  constitution.    What 
was  the  present  form  of  proceeditig  m 
courts    martial  ?    The  ofleoce  must  the 
proved  on  oath,  and  then  if  guiky,  a  sen- 
tence was  pronounced;  but  it  dul  not  al- 
ways happen  that  it  was  carried  into  exe- 
cuiion.    The  best  security,  therefore,  thet 
the  soldier  bad,  was  in  the  discretion  asd 
humanity  of  the  court  Inducing  the  Howe 
to  suppose  that  the  individual  charged  was 
not  clothed  with  greater  aecnrity  nnder 
the  present  code,  was  an  attempt  m  mis* 
lead  its  judgment.    It  was  owing  to  that 
high'Wnded  and  liberal   feeling    which 
guided  the  conduct  of  officers,  that  the 
condition  of  the  men  was  so  good.    The 
hon.haronet  had  talked  ofthe  impolicy  of 
suAjjectiog  the  fltto  to  the  capnce  of  their 
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ofiomi  Such  an  instnaation  was  danger* 
out,  for  it  woold  bate  the  effect,  by  insi- 
Dttatiog  that  the  British  officer  wa«  ca- 
pricious, of  taking  fiway  that  afi^ctionate 
attachment  which  generaUy  was  (bond 
among  all  ranks  of  the  army  to  the  com- 
manding officers.  The  arguments  which 
he  advanced  to  shew  the  danger,  by  stat- 
ing that  the  men  were  bad  in  conseqoence, 
was  not  fair;  for  if  the  bon.  baronet  had 
been  present  on  the  former  evening,  he 
would  moat  nndonbtedly  bare  been  satis- 
fled  that  such  an  imputation  was  directly 
inconsistent  with  the  general  feelings  of 
the  Hoose.  He  would  hare  learnt  from 
the  discasstoo  of  that  evening,  that  the 
men  introduced  from  the  hulks,  so  fir 
from  their  famishing  bad  materials  for 
the  army,  had,  on  the  contrary,  turned  out 
some  of  the  best  soldiers.  •  Indeed  the 
whole  of  his  arguments  seemed  to  have  no 
other  tendencjr  but  to  the  conviction,  that 
it  waa  impossible  the  House  should  adopt 
bis  clause.  Where,  for  instance,  could 
be  have  diseovered  the  opinion  of  jadge 
Btackstone,  namely,  that  corporal  punish* 
ment  incapacitated  a  man  from  sitting  on 
»  jory  ?  Certatnlv  not  in  his  writings; 
for  he  (Mr.  S.)  hadf  no  recollection  of  such 
an  opinion,  -nor  did  he  believe  the  fact 
was  as  staled.  However  the  hon.  baronet 
had  used  it  as  one  of  the  most  weighty  of 
bis  argtHnents  in  support  of  bis  proposi* 
lion.  If  the  Hoose  would  estimate  the 
importance  of  the  hon.  baronet's  other  ar- 
guments by  this  one,  they  would  see  thai 
the  proposition  was  perfectly  unsupported 
by  reasoning  or  authority. — The  proposed 
clause  was  wholly  inadmissible;  it  was 
most  desirable  to  diminish  corporal  pu^* 
ntshment,  by  commutation  for  imprison* 
ment,  at  the  discretion  of  officers-^but  the 
option  should  be  always  held  out  ad  terr(h 
rem;  and  it  would  be  totally  subversive  of 
diecipline,  and  ruinous  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  army,  to  60  away  altogether  the 
principle  of  corporal  punishment.  He 
would,  when  the  opportunity  should  occur, 
give  bis  most  unqualified  dissent  to  the 
motion* 

Mr.  Abercr&mhy  was  disposed  to  think 
that  advantage  had  arisen  (Vom  the  many 
diseuasioRs  which  bad  already  taken  place 
on  the  subject.  At  the  same  thne  it  was 
ft  subject,  of  all  othera,  on  which,  in  the 
discussion,  great  caution  ought  to  be  used. 
With  respect  to  the  question,  he  was  hap* 
py  to  concur  in  the  course  which  had  been 
adopted  by  bis  Msjesty'i  goTemmeni, 
nol  at  an  questioning  the  parity  of  the 


motives  which  had  induced  iftie  hon.  ba- 
ronet to  bring  this  subject  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House;  but  wishing, 
however,  that  it  might  not  again  be  brought 
before  partiaanent.  He  differed  from  the 
hon.  baronet  in  the  mode  most  likely  to 
e£fect  the  object  which  he  had  in  view. 
If  the  condition  of  soldiers  was  consider^, 
it  would  appear  that  it  was  indispensibly 
necessary  to  resort  to  a  different  mode  of 
punishment  than  was  adopted  in  ordinary 
society.  He  saw  no  good  that  could  at« 
taeb  either  to  the  civil  or  military  govern* 
ment,  by  the  introduction  of  a  tone  and 
spirit  in  the  |irmy  such  as  w»i  attempted 
to  be  introduced  ;  it  was  holding  out  ooth 
to  the  army  and  the  country,  that  the 
present  code  was  not  desirable,  and  there«« 
fore  ought  to  be  dispeaied  with.  Her 
conceived  that  the  discretion  could  not 
be  hi  better  bands  than  in  those  of  a  Bri^* 
tish  officer ;  and  be  therefore  should  ob« 
ject  to  the  motion. 

Sir  GtiJTge  Watrmdmr  begged  leave  lo 
correct  the  hon.  baronet  in  what  bo  had 
said  respecting  promotions,  by  stating 
that  after  the  baule  of  Albuera,  and  af^r 
many  other  battles  that  had  been  fought 
in  Portugal,  lord  WelHngton  ordered  tho 
list  of  Serjeants  to  be  sent  to  him,  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting  those  to  be  efficera 
who  bad  behaved  well«*^nd  be  also,  as 
colonel  of  a  militia  regiment,  bad  had  an 
opportunity  of  promoting  three  into  the 
Une,  who  now  held  commissions  in  the. 
reguUr  army.  The  hon.  baronet  had  alser 
wished  that  monthly  returns  were  sent 
in  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  specifying 
the  number  and  nature  of  the  crimes  com- 
mitted,  the  punishment  inflicted,  kc.  H« 
could  inform  htm  that  half-yearly  returns 
to  that  effect  were  now  sent  in  to  the  of> 
fice  of  the  Commander  in  Chief.  He  ex* 
pressed  bis  remt  that  the  hon.  baronet 
should  have  relied  on  the  publications  of 
certain  officers,  and  be  also  regretted  that 
those  officers  high  in  rank  should  have 
made  public  their  opinions  on  the  subject  { 
It  would  have  conduced  more  to  the  bene* 
fit  of  the  service  if  they  had  stated  those 
opinions  to  the  ffovemrnent,  or  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  for  he  well  knew 
that  ifkistrious  person  had  the  most  ain« 
cere  desire  to  abolish  corporal  punish* 
ment  The  right  hon.  and  learned  gett<« 
tleman  had  completely  answered  most  of 
the  hon.  baronet's  arguments.  He  had 
never  understood  there  was  any  diffi»penue 
in  the  instruments  by  which  pantsfamenM 
were  infiietedf    Tbu  distmeHoa  between 
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paniihinfento  id  foreign  senrice  and  tlw 
British  service,  was  that  a  British  ofBcer 
dare  not  lift  bis  hand  to  strike  a  soldier, 
and  that  in  the  French  service^  the  men 
Dvere  cmellv  beat  by  their  officers.  The 
coodition  of  the  British  soldier  was  this, 
that  be  felt  himself  not  degraded  but  much 
elevated  above  the  soldiers  of  every  other 
nation  in  Europe,  in  every  point  of  view. 
In  illustration  of  this  assertion,  he  might 
refer  to  the  character  of  the  15th  dra- 
goons, in  which  regiment  discipline  was 
strictly  enforced  ;  and  that  regiment  had 
distinguished  itself  during  the  war  on  va* 
rious  occasions,  in  the  most  exemplary 
manner. 

Mr.  C.  Adami  observed,  that  corporal 
punishment  had  been  inflicted  in  the  reign 
of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  in  the  war  of 
Marlborougb»  and  yet  the  army,  as  might 
be  seen  in  the  history  of  Sully,  in  the 
brmer  reign,  was  distinguished  for  valour 
and  discipline  before  Rouen.  And  on 
their  cond.uct  in  the  latter  period,  it  was 
unnecessary  for  him  to  say  any  thing. 
It  had  been  said  on  a  former  night,  by 
an  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  (Mr. 
Brougham),  that  it  was  owing  to  the  opi- 
nions of  Mr.  Cobbett  that  corporal  pu- 
nishment was  abated.  He  did  not  know 
what  might  have  been  the  military  edu- 
cation of  Mr.  Cobbett,  but  he  believed, 
^hat  if  he  had  felt  the  terror  of  the  lash, 
he  would  have  been  deterred  from  pub- 
lishing many  of  those  opinions,  which, 
tince  be  left  the  army,  had  involved  him 
in  so  many  awkward  predicaments ;  and 
might  now  be  dwelling  in  other  lodgings 
than  those  which  he  had  provided  for  him- 
self. The  hon.  baronet,  in  the  course  of 
his  arguments,  had  not  noticed  or  pro- 
posed any  remedy  for  corporal  punish- 
ment in  the  navy.  What  had  the  navy 
done  that  they  were  not  to  be  included  in 
the  hon.  baronet's  proposition?  He  did 
not  impute  any  bad  intention  to  the  hon. 
baronet  in  bringing  forward  this  motion. 
It  could  not  be  a  love  of  popularity  cer- 
tainly, for  he  had  already  a  large  stock 
of  that  material  on  hand  : — whatever  were 
bis  motives,  he  was  convinced,  however, 
that  this  discussion  must  do  mischief,  be- 
cause it  tended  to  raise  hopes  in  the 
minds  of  thje  soldiers  which  could  not  be 
realised. 

General  Lq^m^  aAer  the  speeches^  of  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  and  of 
the  hon.  baronet  (sir  George  Warrender), 
sliould  not  have  been  inclmed  to  trouble 
tb^  House,  as  these  bon.  members  had 
4 


given  so  full  and  satisfactory  an  answer 
to  all  that  the  hon.  baronet  had  advanced  ; 
but  he  could  not  avoid  expressing   his 
concern  that  questions  of  this  nature  should  - 
be  brought  forward.     He  oould  not  aee 
any  good  that  couid  arise  to  the  service 
or  to  the  country  from  such  agitation. 
On  the  contrary,  ne  saw  the  possibility  of 
infinite  mischief.     He  had  always  been 
averse  to  severe  corporal  punishments, 
and  had  always  opposed  them  when  he 
was  able  to  do  so  without  affiscting  the 
discipline  of  the  army.    But  there  were 
situations  in  which  officers  commanding 
corps  throughout  the  army  were  sometimes 
placed,  in  which  it  became  absolutely  ne* 
cessary  to  punish  for  the  sake  of  example. 
He  would  venture  to  say,  that  there  was 
not  one  man  in  ten  thousand  se  punished, 
who  was  not  thought  by  his  comrades 
to  be  deserving  'of  it.    Every  man  who 
heard  him,  who  knew  any  thing  of  the 
service,  must  be  convinced  that  all  courts 
martial  were  favourable  to  the  prisoner; 
every  thing  which  told  in  his  favour  being 
attended  to.     The  hon.  baronet,  no  doubt, 
was  historian  enough  to  know  that  the 
freest  states  were  those  states  the  most 
strict  in  military  discipline.     An  army 
without  discipline  was  the  greatest  enemy 
which  a  state  could  have  to  contend  with. 
He  could  not  think  that  the  object  which 
the  hon.  baronet  bad  in  view  was  to  lessen 
the  security  of  the  country,   by  relaxing 
the  state  of  the  discipline  of  the  army, 
but  such  would  be  the  effect  of  his  propo- 
sition, and  under  that  impression  he  most 
oppose  iu    In  respect  to  there  being  no 
rewards  for  meritorious  soldiers,  the  hon. 
baronet  (sir  G.  Warrender)  had  given  three 
instances  of  promotions  of  non-commis- 
sioned officers  from  his  own  regiment,  to 
commissions  in  the  line.     He  (general 
Loftus)  could  stale,  that  in  his  own  regi- 
ment he  had  officers  who  had  risen  from 
the  ranks  to  commissions,  for  their  good 
behaviour;  besides,  was  there  not  pro- 
vision made  by  the  means  of  Chelsea? 
He  had  supported  the  liberal  plan  of  Mr. 
Windham;  and  the  more  he  thought  of 
it  the  more  be  was  satisfied  that  it  bene- 
fited the  soldier.      He  wished  corporal 
punishment  could  be  abolished,  but  expe- 
rience bad  shewn  that  it  was  impossible 
to  do  so  without  lessening  the  discipline 
which  had  brought  our  army  to  that  de- 
gree of  vigour  of  which  it  now  boasted. 

Mr.  hornet  agreed  with  the  arguments, 
and  would  support  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
bwron^t.    From  the  von^  and  manner  as- 
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sunMd  by  the  hon.  and  leamcM)  gentlemao* 
( the  Judge  Ad  vocate),  it  would  almost  seem, 
that'  the  qeestioD  was  not  for  the  destroc- 
tioD  of  an  evil,  hot  for  the  contimiance  of 
&  blessing  in  the  army.  The  system  of 
puoishment  against  which  the  clause  was 
l«velled«  was  one  which  was  already  aban- 
doned in  principle  by  many  great  military 
characters;  and  he  should  not,  therefore, 
take  any  abstract  views  of  it  He  did  not 
either  conceive  it  necessary  to  trace  this 
¥iM>de  of  punishment  to  its  origin,  although 
it  might  not  be  amiss  to  say,  that  it  was 
first  introduce^)  here  by  king  William 
amAigst  his  Dutch  troops:  it  was  suffi- 
cient for  the  House  to  know  that  it  now 
existed  in  England  alone :  that  it  was  not 
practised  in  France,  nor  in  the  military 
states  of  Germany  ;  and  that  so  far  from 
corporal  punishment  being  upheld  in  fo- 
reign armies,  an  officer  would  be  likely  to 
fall  a  sacrifice  to  the  indignation  of  the 
soldiery,  if  he  dared  to  raise  his  hand 
against  a  person  in  the  ranks.  He  be- 
lieved, contrary  to  what  was  said  by  other 
gentlemen,  that  the  discussions  on  this 
subject  were  productive  of  great  good. 
Was  it  not  in  consequence  of  them,  that 
courts-martial  were  now  sworn,— that  the 
evidence  before  them  was  obliged  to  be 
given  on  oath, — and  that  the  discretionary 
power  of  commuting  punishment  was  in 
existence? — He  particularly  objected  to 
regimental  courts  martial,  and  to  corporal 
panishment  generally,  which  was  inflicted 
for  triflinff  offences — such  as  the  soldier 
being  too  Tate  at  drill— -too  late  on  parade, 
and  being  asleep  on  his  post.  He  had  the 
honour  of  belonging  to  the  Ist  regiment 
of  foot  guards  formerly,  when  the  late 
duke  of  Gloucester  commanded  that  re- 
giment ;  that  illustrious  person  never  in- 
terfered but  to  do  some  good  to  the  regi- 
ment.   Such  was  the  case  with  his  royal 
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^^  highness  the  duke  of  ifork. 

^^  Lord  VdHmtntcfa  was  glad  to  see  that  the 

r?  discQulons  on  this  subject  had  been  pro- 

ff  ductive,  at  least,  of  one  effect ;  it  was  now 

^  in  foct,  avowed  on  all  sides  of  the  House, 

f'  with  scarcely  any  exceptions,  that  the 

^  abolition  of  the  species  of  punishment 

'^  under  consideration  was  quite  impracti* 

i^  cable.    The  hon.  baronet  had  spoken  in 

[^  just  terms  of  praise  of  the  memory  of 

i  Mr.  Windham  ;  but  if  he  (lord  P.)  knew 

(f  any  thing  of  that  high  character,  he  was 

i  convinced  that  that  right  hon.' gentleman 

^  could  have  heard  nothing  with  more  in- 

^  dignation  than  the  hon.  baronet's  com- 

k'  parison,  this  night,  of  the  soldiers  of  Ens- 

f  (VOL.  XXI.) 


land  to  negro-slaves.  Nothing  could  have 
been  more  repugnant  to  his  feelings,  than 
to  hear  the  hon.  baronet  describe  the  army 
as  the  most  degraded  and  most  wretched 
of  human  beings.  The  whole  of  the  hon. 
baronet's  speech  was  made  up  of  a  series 
of  contradictions  :  every  sentence,  in  fact, 
seemed  to  be  filled  with  propositions  hostile 
to  each  other ;  such,  for  instance,  as  say- 
ing in  one  breath,  that  the  condition  of 
our  army  was  most  degraded— and  in  the 
next,  that  this  degraded  army  performed 
the  most  glorious  exploits.  He  did  not 
think  it  fair  to  argue  from  analogy  against 
this  mode  of  punishment.  In  foreign  armies, 
where  corporal  punishment  was  not  sys- 
tematic,  there  existed  what  was  still  more 
degrading  to  men—a  system  of  wanton 
and  capricious  ill-usage.— Trial  by  courts- 
martial  was  governed  by  the  strict  principle 
of  justice,  and  therefore  could  not  be  said 
to  overthrow  the  energies  of  the  men^ 
With  respect  to  corporal  punishment,  it 
was  not  coeval  with  the  present  war  as 
had  been  asserted,  but  had  existed  in  all 
times  when  the  military  service  was  called 
into  action.  The  House,  upon  the  mere 
assertion  of  the  hon.  baronet,  would  not, 
he  trusted,  abolish  the  practice,  unless 
some  satisfactory  proposition  was  brought 
forward,  and  the  hon.  baronet  had  de- 
clared, that  so  far  from  making  any  such 
proposition,  "  he  would  not  trust  himself 
to  reason  upon  a  substitute."  With  re- 
spect to  promotions,  an  hon.  ba^ronet,  and 
a  gallant  general,  had  stated  some  in- 
stances of  privates  being  elevated  to  com- 
missions. He  should  state  another  fact. 
After  the  battle  of  Busaco,  the  Commander 
in  Chief  sent  to  lord  Wellington,  tea 
ensign's  commissions,  as  rewards  for  so 
many  non-commissioned  officers  who  had 
greatly  distinguished  themselves.-rWould 
any  man,  after  the  instances  they  had 
heard  related,  say  that  the  British  army 
received  punishment  and  not  reward  ? 
The  hon.  baronet  had  talked  of  the  men 
dragging  out  a  miserable  existence  in  the 
veteran  battalions,  after  SO  or  40  years 
service.  He  was  mistaken,  in  asserting 
that  fact :  the  men  were  certainly  placed 
in  those  battalions,  from  incapacity, 
either  by  wounds,  or  other  infirmities, 
and  they  were  not  called  upon  to  do 
foreign  service.  The  pressure  of  war  hsM), 
however,  been  so  great,  as  to  call  forth 
th^  service  of  two  of  those  battalions 
abroad,  where  they  were  stationed ;  but, 
in  point  of  fatigue,  garrison  duty  was  not 
so  gredt.  As  to  Cheliea  hospital,  the  mea 
(iN) 
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wtfre  well  n^fied  with  that  at  a  rantird 
for  haviBg  My  iierfed  thetr  covnlrv; 
they  were  graieHil  fcr  h,  and  oontiderei  k 
adequate  to  tbar  wants.  Ao  hao.  ^eii* 
tleman,  (Mr.  Benoet)  had  noticed  the 
piiniabmaot  for  a  aoMier'a  being  foond 
asleep  on  his  post.  Was  the  h«n«  Mntle- 
nan  aware^  that  by  martial  lew,  the  o^ 
koce  was  one  of  the  greatest  in  the  cau- 
lo^oe,  aadi  was  fMMtsbable  with  death  i 
Did  not  the  secarity  of  the  amy  depewi 
eo  the  watchfalneis  of  the  s^tinels  ?  At 
homei  to  be  sere,  where  so  much  care 
aHgfat  not  be  reqaUitey  discretion  inaf^ 
portioAiif  the  funishoMat  might  be  t^ 
ferated.  Conceiving  that  tk^  existing 
military  cede  was  neceisarT  for  the  ae- 
cority  of  the  ceQiitry>  he  ahoakl  appaee 
the  lion,  baronet's  daose* 

Mr.  W.  SlMilrA,lAMmghagredn{;wMithe 
boo.  baronet  in  the  general  ditliloi  mtidk 
be  folt  for  this  mode  «f  poaishuent  m  the 
armVi  canld  not  rote  with  hiin»  en  ncoeaint 
•f  me  manner  in  which  he  had  Inrought 
forward  his  clause  this  night  He  den- 
tended  that  the  hon.  baronet  had»  inslead 
of  mischief,  done  great  good  hy  vrging 
these  discossiens ;  but  he  was  at  the  aaase 
tfOM  conrmccd  that  oe  4iscas8iotn  oaght 
to  be  more  cool«  ner  any  more  tempered 
by  moderation.  He  thooght  it  quite  iU- 
iinmd  to  introdvce  this  clause  on  the  third 
readnig»  when  ft  might  hate  been  with 
infinitdy  more  advaaUge  hrooght  forward 
in  She  Committee.  It  appmred  that  all 
persons  wished  that  this  punishment,  oonld 
M  dispensed  with,  and  he  was  convinced 
that  it  one  day  would  be  dispensed  with : 
but  to  take  an  illostratioa  irom  the  SlsK^ 
Trade,  as  others  had  done>  be  thought  that 
the  existence  of  hogging  was  just  in  the 
same  predicament  as  the  existence  of 
slavery.  Though  the  Slave  Trade  was  abo* 
lished^  who  was  there  that  would  venture 
to  say  that  it  was  practicable  to  emanci- 
pate the  slaves  ?  He  was  afraid  that  there 
was  something  in  the  character  of  slavery 
which  render^  it  dangerous  to  give  im- 
BMdiate  freedom  to  the  slave.  As  long  as 
there  existed  a  mass  of  baseness  and  pro* 
fiigacy  in  some  of  tbe  soldiery,  he  was 
amitd  that  flogging  must  exist.  A  friend 
of  his  had  told  him,  that  in  his  Highland 
regiment  nothing  formerly  was  considered 
more  disgracefol  than  a  flogging.  The 
biffhiander  whe  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
aubmitted  to  tbe  punishment,  would  in  foot 
be  for  over  ashamed  to  hold  up  his  head 
or  return  to  his  family.  Tbe  pnncipk  <rf 
honour,  therefore,  which  ftmmated  those 
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bnt  the  cats  was  now  changed :  hU  r« 
ment  had  been  recruited  from  tb%  ref 
of  somemandactttrin|  towns,  and  thio  wi 
of  a  sense  of  honour  in  such  men  trna  i 
Uged  to  be  supplied  by  puni^meoi.  l 
greatest  objection  which  he  bad  to  t 
puniAment  was  the  eficct  whicb  it  i 
lifaely  to  have  on  the  peasantry  of  i 
eonntry  in  the  local  militia.  He  4td  j 
thmk  that  the  peasantry  ought  to  be  s^ 
aaitlad  to  the  dagradntionof  such  a  puni 
ment:  it  must  ultimately  prove  de4 
nsental  to  their  character.  There  was  t 
alignment  of  his  hon.  friend  <«r  F.  Bi 
deu)  which  was  not  treated  fotrly  b  j  I 
nehio  fond,  and  he  should  notice  it.  I 
hon.  ffiend  had  said,  that  the  comditi 
ef  the  arnnr  was  degraded  by  this  punni 
amnt,  at  dm  same  thne  that  be  neknoi 
lodged  the  glorious  cbaraeter  vrhach  o\ 
army  had  obtained.  He  wonid  ask  it 
neble  bird,  was  net  this  onion  of  de«adi 
tien  and  glorieas  character  possible?  Wi 
it  not  pUm  that  both  ooold  be  co-exiota 
in  the  same  anny*when  it  was  reoc^kct^ 
bow  wdl  the  Saxons  and  otbers  fion^ 
againit  their  own  country,  when  Ibrci 
into  tbe  service  of  Prussia  ? 

<3oneral  fhrktm  approved  of  tbe  Bill  i 
its  present  form,  and  objected  to  the  intn 
daction  of  tbe  ckuse  pn^poaed.  £ 
thoaght  the  system  of  edacaAion  intr 
dneed  into  the  army  would  tend  to  d 
awny  the  necemity  of  resortuig  to  tb 
mode  of  poniriimont  qomplatned  o€  Tfa 
soldiers  in  our  service  had  greet  reward 
to  look  up  to ;  not  only  might  they  rn 
to  be  nen-comnussioned  officers  and  aliei 
wards  advanced  to  tbe  rankof  enaimM,  bi 
they  might  even  rise  from  the  nmn  to  b 
sftnerals.  A  general  died  bnt  the  olhc 
day  who  had  risen  from  the  ranks,  aa 
who  had  acquired  a  large  fortune^  and  Id 
behind  him  80,0002.  The  private  ma 
inAead  of  being  in  a  miserable  tx>nditiof 
were  better  paid,  clothed,  and  ntamidd 
to,  than  the  Midlers  of  any  other  cmmtr 
in  the  world.  An  hon^  genttemnn,  wk! 
had  anticipated  three  debates,  in  m  speed 
which  he  made  on  this  sobject,  bad  atato 
sir  R.  Wilson,  general  Mmiey,  «Dd  aao 
ther  general,  whose  name  he  did  not  re 
collect*  to  be  enemies  to  the  present  syi 
tem  of  punishment.  He  had  to  contradic 
this,  as  for  as  related  to  |;eneral  Money,  s 
he  had  a  letter  fhmi  him  oo  the  rnlgtd 
part  of  which  he  then  read,  which  wni  o 
tbe  fellowim;  efiect  :«-^'' Crown  Mn^ 
Nomkb,  MuOk  Ih  U12^«-lMEy  dee* 
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8«ii^nl;  IlHnpiiM«onitb»piiMic|Mptn 
■By  nmrae  BieatioMd  m  an  ftdv9C«l0  lot 
t  M  aMitioii  of  iofgio|p.  I  eadoM  a  few 
Itoas.  to  ihoW  yov  what  my  thoocbts  ara 
•B  Iho  tttbjec^  It  cartaiDly  woukl  bo  a 
yood  thiM%  if  it  cooM  bo  abolithed ;  but  1 
a^preo  witb  you,  that  it  cannot  be  done 
^nlhoot  groat  injury  to  the  ditciplioo  of 
tbo  armv/'^^tio  nroeooded  to  state  to  the 
Hovse  tho  case  of  a  seijaant  Fhiilipo  of  hit 
regiment^  who  was  once  severely  punished 
fcv  the  escape  of  a  man  who  had  deserted 
tm  the  enemy  with  fire  hundred  pounds 
Wlonging  to  the  corps.  The  innoeenca 
W  the  seijoani  was  subseqiMntW  prpved, 
mm!  the  moment  he  (General  Tarkton) 
was  apprised  of  this»  he  made  him  a  ser- 
jaant  of  cavalrvi  and  a  brarer  soldier  was 
aever  tonished  by  the  Brituh  army,  than 
ho  afterwards  proved  himseML  In  one  ac- 
tion he  received  six  wounds  in  his  head, 
and  succeeded  in  bringing  safe  a  particular 
dispatch,  with  which  ho  was  charged. 
This  east  was  sufficient  to  prove,  that  pu- 
nishment did  not  so  degrade  a  man  that  he 
coald  not  afterwards  distinguish  himself  in 
tbo  servtce.— The  hon.  baronet  had  asked 
wliy  officers  were  not  fl^f^god  }  ho  would 
niMwer,  from  their  education  it  became  nn- 
Bocessary.  Without  discipline  had  been 
preserved,  the  army  would  never  have  ob- 
tatned  the  glory  they  had  sained;  and  the 
ppi  vatea  were  better  sttnatod  than  any  other 
army  in  the  universe.  He  had  heard  much 
af  toe  French  discipKne,  but  be  liked  no- 
thing  Frencb,  and  it  had  been  proved  by 
tho  valour  of  the  army,  that  the  discipline 
•f  this  country  had  the  superioritv.  Under 
those  considerations  he  was  of  opinion, 
that  the  proposition  of  the  hon.  baronet 
was  inadmissible. 

Sir  S.  Romilfy  smd,  he  thoncht  it  his 
duty  to  support  the  motion;  not  in  so 
dbing  he  did  not  wish  it  to  bo  supposed 
that  be  adopted  all  the  opinions  of  tile 
fcon.  baronet  by  whom  it  had  been 
brought  forward.  Those  opinions  he  had 
not  heard :  but  he  had  been  informed  by 
some  friends  near  him  that  they  conld 
not  vote  lor  the  motion,  because  of  the 
opinions  by  which  it  had  been  introduced, 
lio  shoukt  therefore  vote  for  the  motion 
OB  its  own  intrinsic  merit*  The  real  ques* 
tlott  was,  whether  flog|nng  should  be  con- 
tinned  or  abolished.  For  his  own  part  he 
ooold  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that 
he  Uiooght  it  ought  to  be  abolished.  It 
was  a  most  disgracefa)  and  degrading 
mode  of  punishment,  and  it  waa  impossi- 
Me  it  shouM  not  have  the  eftci  of  ie- 
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basing  tbo  mind  of  tho  man  on  vrimm  it 
was  inflicted.  Bot  this  was  not  all— what 
be  more  particularly  objected  to  was^  tho 
exoesa  to  which  the  punishment  was  car^ 
ried.  Ht  adverted  to  a  case  which  he  bad 
seen  published  lately  by  a  missionary, 
who  bad  just  arrived  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  in  which  were  related  the 
aentenees  passed  on  two  soldiers  of  our 
aruay  there.  One  of  them  had  deserted, 
and  viras  sentenced  to  be  shot,  which  was 
carried  hMto  immediate  eflRi^ct;  aud  for  this, 
the  highest  oflfence  a  soldier  could  be 
guilty  ofagainst  ifae  discipline  of  the  army, 
ha  was  sent  out  of  the  world  in  a  moment. 
The  otlMT  far  some  crime  of  much  lees 
magnitude  was  doomed  to  receive  a  thou- 
sand lashes;  but  when  he  had  suffered 
1124,  tho  surgeon  represented  he  could  not 
bear  any  more  at  that  time.  He  was 
therefore  remanded  to  prison  till  he  should 
be  able  to  receive  the  remainder ;  but 
such  was  the  efifect  which  in  that  cHmato 
was  produced  by  this  primary  laceration 
of  his  flesh  and  bis  feelings,  that  he  died 
in  a  lew  hours;  and  thus  for  the  lesser 
crime  of  the  two  he  sufikred  death  aggra* 
voted  by  the  pangs  of  the  severest  torture* 
Thus  was  a  human  being,  for  an  offence 
which  ought  to  have  been  visited  with  a 
mild  punishment,  sentenced  to  bear  four 
times  more  than  God  bad  enabled  him  to 
endure.  Who  could  deny  that  it  would 
have  been  much  better  to  have  brought 
out  the  poor  wretch  and  shot  him  at  once  ? 
It  was  horrible  to  think  of  a  man's  receiv- 
ing several  hundred  stripes  given  in  tho 
manner  in  which  he  had  been  informed 
this  mode  of  punishment  was  generally 
administered.  In  his  opinion,  100  lashes 
vras  a  punishment  of  excessive  and  mon« 
strous  severity;  and  could  not  fail  to 
excite  in  those  who  suffered  it,  a  dissatis- 
fhction  with,  and  a  contempt  of  them- 
selves;  in  short,  they  must  feel  them- 
aohres  incapable  of  afterwards  entertain- 
ing any  honourable  feeling.  He  should 
bo  sorry  to  speak  too  warmly  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  he  totally  diflfered  in  opinion 
from  those  who  thought  the  discussion  of 
the  subject  imprudent  or*  impolitic.  He 
was  <^  opinion,  on  the  contrary,  that  it 
had  already  been  productive  of  very  sahi- 
tary  consequences.  If  the  arguments  of 
the  hon.  baronet  were  such  as  had  been 
represented  to  bfm,  he  totally  disagreed 
with  them  ;  bot  he  by  no  means  could 
agree  with  the  objection  to  the  clause,  be- 
cause it  vria  brought  forward  on  the  third 
reading  of  dm  Bilf. 
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Lord  C.  Scmenei  wts  certain  that  the 
infliction  of  224  lashes  could  not  have 
caused  tbe  death  of  the  man  at  the  C^pe 
of  Good  Hope  of  wbom  the  hon.  and  learn- 
ed gentleman  had  spoken.  If  in  bis  pu- 
nishment there  had  been  any  impropriety, 
he  was  sure  there  was  a  commander  m 
chief  there,  who  woqld  repoft  the  case  ; 
and  he  was  equally  certain,  that  there  was 
a  commander  in  chief  here,  who  would 
not  pass  it' lightly  over.  He  strongly  op* 
pose'd  I  he  ciausei  being  firmly  persuaded 
that  cofporai  punishments  were  never  in- 
flicted in  the  army,  but  from  necessity, 
and  in  mercy.  Every  other  punishment 
had  been  tried  without  efiect;  and  it  was 
not  possible  to  send  soldiers  to  wait  till 
the  assizes  for  having  made  free  with 
his  comrades'  necessaries,  and  for  other 
minor  oflences  for  which  this  punishment 
was  used.  He  should  be  glad  if  it  could 
be  dispensed  with,  but  it  was  impossible 
to  preserve  discipline  without  it. 

Mr.  fVilbcfforce  said,  when  he  consider- 
ed what  a  huge  and  multifarious  body  an 
armv  was,  he  should  be  afraid  of  ad<;pting 
suddenly  so  material  a  change  in  what  was 
deemed  to  be  so  essential  to  its  discipline, 
on  which  depended  entirely  the  manage- 
ment and  government  of  it.  He  could 
Ivish,  however,  that  corporal  punishment 
might  not  be  enforced  but  by  the  sentence 
of  a  general  court-martial.  He  under- 
stood It  was  now  thought  to  be  less  neces- 
sary than  it  was  formerly  ;  and  it  would, 
in  bis  opinion,  be  safer  and  better  if  it  were 
Jbereafter  inflicted  only  on  an  average 
opinion  of  the  oflicers,  which  he  thought 
would  have  the  efiect  of  rendering  this  pn- 
'  nishment  less  frequent. 

General  Phipps  observed,  that  the  sen- 
tences of  general  courts  martial  were 
jnore  severe  than  those  of  others,  and  he 
had  never  heard  any  complaints  against 
regimental  courts  martial.  There  would 
be  great  difficulty  in  roost  cases  in  obtain- 
ing officers  enough  to  form  a  general 
court  mania],  so  that  the  wishes  of  the 
hon.  member  for  Yorkshire  could  not  in 
that  respect  be  complied  with.  With 
xespect  to  the  man  who  had  been  spoken 
of,  he  might  have  died  after  receiving  224 
lashes,  but  they  could  not  be  the  cause  of 
his  deaib.  ^  The  surgeon  present  at  the 
time  they  were  inflicted  was  responsible 
for  the  number  given,  and  would  always 
interfere  before  the  production  of  any 
fatal  efiect. 

General  Porter  bore  testimony  to  tbe 
leniency  with  which  courts  martial  9cted. 


He  knew  a  man  who  had  been  corporally 
punished,  who  was  now  a  captain,  whicii 
proved  that  flogging  was  not  a  bar  to  md« 
vancement  in  the  service..  The  diacipUiie 
had  been  getting  milder  and  mikkr  ever 
since  1775  up  to  the  present  time.  Wit^ 
ia  the  last  half  year  the  punishmeatA  lud 
been  ao  few,  that  he  had  hardly  tboogba  il 
worth  while  to  notice  them  in  m  regular 
way,  in  his  reporU  to  the  Conunandcr  in 
Chief. 

Mr.  WhUhread  said,  he  hoped  he  ahonld 
not  be  induced  to  express  himself  wnmaly 
in  consequence  of  what  had  fallen  fro« 
the  two  last  speakers.  Tbe  hon.  general 
who  had  just  sat  down  had  in&>rnied  tlic 
House,  that  he  had  never  seen  thia  poniih- 
ment  inflicted  but  with  the  greatest  le- 
niency. On  the  contrary,  he  (Mr.  W.) 
had  heard  general  officers  of  the  very 
first  character  and  respectability,  and  ii 
as  long  standing  in  the  army  as  the  iaai 
speaker,  say  otherwise.  That  hon.  gwe- 
ral,  as  well  as  the  noble  lord  opposite  (C. 
Somerset),  had  as  much  under** rated  the 
severity  of  the  punish  menias  it  had  perhaps 
been  over-rated  in  other  quarters,  for  whick 
he  was  very  sorry,  as,  when  tbeae  atate- 1 
menu  of  liie  hon.  generals  came  to  be 
made  public,  they  might  have  a  bad  e&ct, 
and  produce  considerable  indignation  is 
the  minds  of  those  who  had  expresMd 
their  opinions  on  the  subject  in  terms  so 
widely  difierent  When  the  hon.  genersl 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House  aaserte^ 
that  it  was  impossible  a  man  ahouki  die 
from  receiving  234  lashes,  he  most  differ 
from  him  in  opinion ;  he  had  heard  froia 
very  good  authority  many  instances  is 
which  this  had  b^en  the  case.  He  did 
not  mean  to  impeach  the  character  of 
those  officers  who  inflicted  it :  as  long  ss 
it  remained .  as  the  punishment  for  certaio 
degrees  of  offence,  they  must  do  their 
duty  in  administering  it.  Notwithstanding 
the  letter  which  had  been  read  by  the 
gallant  general  near  him  (general  Tark^ 
ton)  general  Money  had  certainly  pab- 
lished  bis  pointed  disapprobation  of  this 
punishment,  and  had  said  that  desertieu 
^as  the  only  crime  for  which  it  ought  to 
be  inflicted.  He  (Mr.  W.)  did  not  mean 
to  say  that  the  situation  of  the  British  sol- 
dier was  in  itself  degrading,  bnt.  he  was 
certainly  of  opinion,  this  punishment  was 
very  degrading  t|0  the  chsracter  of  a  Bri- 
tish soldier.  Was  it  known,  that  in  every 
regiment  there  y99A  a  thief's  cat,  and  that 
according  to  the. manner  in  which  the 
knots.  w«re  tied^  and  their  nnndbef^  the 
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'      aereffity  of  the  flogging  was  greatly  Id- 
i      oraased  }   Was  there  not  also  a  mode  of 
'      prolonging  punishment  ?  These  were  the 
I      circQiiMiances  which  constitnted  the  de- 
I      gradation,  as  they  rendered  the  soldiers 
'      Sable  to  snffer  by  the  caprice  of  their 
i      officers,  who  had  the  power  to  increase 
I      these  knots,  and  to  prolong  the  punish- 
!      ment.    Discussion  had  done  infinite  good 
I      in  this,  as  it  did  in  every  case.     Some 
years  ago,  when  this  subject  was  brought 
I      into  discussion,  it  was  not  denied,  that  the 
I      pjinishment  did  exist,  and  that  very  gene- 
rally ;  but  now  it  was  declared  to  be  the 
I      pride  of  several  regiments,  not  to  have 
t      such  punishment  attached  to  their  disci- 
t      ptine.  There  were  no  regiments  now  that 
I      poasted  of  being  what  were  called  *'  flog- 
I      sing  regiments/'  He  must  again  declare, 
he  could  not  agree  with  the  hon.  general 
that  a  man  could  not  die  from  receiving 
224  lashes.    He  would,  on  the  contrary, 
undertake  to  prove  at  the  bar,  that  such 
had   been  the  case.    The  repetition  of 
punishment  for  the  same  ofience  was  in 
,      his  eye  an  act  of  wanton  cruelty.     He 
I      declared  he  was  so  great  an  enemy  to  this 
punishment  that  he  would  give  it  a  death- 
blow, if  he  could*  without  thinking  it  at 
I      all  necessary  to  find  any  substitute  for  it. 
,      In  the  case  of  torture,  if  he  were  asked 
,      what  he  would  substitute  for  it,  he  would 
J      directly    answer — "  nothing.''      Torture 
I      ought  not  to  be  any  where  allowed  ;  but 
,      if  it  had  been  so  in  this  country,  and  there 
,      was  a  question  as  to  abolishing  it,   he^ 
I      would  disdain  to  point  out  a  substitute  for 
^      that  which  ought  never  to  have  for  a  mo- 
^      ment  been  endured.     On   the  grounds, 
I      therefore,  which  he  had  often  before  ex- 
pressed, he  would  vote  for  the  clause. 
>  Colonel  Frankland  defended  the  present 

I  system,  as  greatly  to  be  preferred  to  that 
of  France,  or  any  other  country.  He 
^  contended  that  imprisonment  would  not 
answer  the  end  proposed,  and  that  the 
best  soldiers  in  the  army  would  oppose 
that  sort  of  punishment  as  useless  to  re- 
claim the  negligent;  and  that  they  would 
prefer  the  present  system. 

Mr.  Htfhp't  of  Kerry  was  an  enemy  to 
corporal  punishment  if  it  could  be  avoided, 
but  experience  had  proved  it  to  be  neces- 
sary.    All  other  modes  of  punishment 
had  been  resorted  to  without  success,  and 
he  should  therefore  vote  against  the  clause 
proposed  to  be  introduced. 
.    The  question  being  loudly  called  fiwr, 
. .  Sir  F.  BurdeU  rose. 
The  %a*cr.-.Kr  F.  Burdett»  to  ^claia. 


Sir  F.  Btarditt  said,  he  rose  to  reply  to 
the  arguments  brought  forward  against 
his  clause. 

The  Sbeaker  observed  that  a  reply  wu 
allowable  only  on  an  original  motion. 

Lord  CkKhrane  hoped  that  by  degpreca 
this  punishment  might  in  time  be  abo* 
lished,  but  declared  that  it  was  imprac* 
ticable  to  govern  any  large  body  of  men 
without  having  the  power  of  recourse  to 
it.  He  believed,  however,  that  much  of 
the  mischief  as  to  this  punishment  of  flog- 
ging, especially  in  the  navy,  had  been 
caused  by  the  influence  of  that  House. 
Great  parliamentary  interest  had  enabled 
the  first  families  in  the  kin^om  to  force 
their  children  into  the  service,  who  were 
too  young  to  understand  the  authority  en- 
trusted to  them.  Many  of  them  insisted 
on  their  decks  being  as  clean  and  at 
shining  as  the  floor  of  a  drawing  room  in 
the  summer  season,  and  that  their  kitchen 
utensils  should  be  scoured  as  bright  as 
silver,  with  a  variety  of  other  useless  and 
fantastic  commands;  and  if  such  com« 
mands  were  not  obeyed,  they  flogged  se- 
verely those  who  bad  those  articles  in 
charge.  The  discipline  of  the  navy  de- 
pended on  the  commanding  officer  of 
each  ship ;  and  if  they  continued  to  flog 
for  such  offences  the  navy  must  soon  go  to 
ruin.  It  was  going,  he  said,  as  fast  as 
possible.  Gentlemen  might  think  otlfer« 
wise,  but  he  knew  it  to  be  true,  and  he 
was  afraid  they  would  all  be  convinced 
of  it  too  soon.  The  family  interest  be  had 
alluded  to  prevailed  also  to  such  a  degree, 
that  even  the  Lords  pf  the  Admiralty  had 
lists  made  out ;  and  when  an  officer  went 
to  ofler  his  service,  or  to  solicit  promotion 
for  services  performed,  he  was  asked— 
are  you  recommended  by  my  lady  this, 
or  miss  that,  or  madam  t'other ;  and  if 
he  was  not,  he  might  as  well  have  staid  at 
home.  He  could  not,  however,  vote  for 
the  motion.  It  would  be  better  to  look  to 
those  to  whom  power. was  trusted,  than  to 
take  away  the  power  of  punishing  alto- 
gether. If  it  were  so  taken  away,  it  would 
ruin  the  service.  The  best  men  in  the 
navy  would  say  so,  and  if  put  to  the  vote 
among  the  sailors,  he  was  sure  the  deci- 
sion would  be  in  favour  of  the  present 
mode  of  punishment,  but  they  would  teU 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty 
that  they  ought  to  be  commanded  by 
persons  of  experience,  and  not  by  young 
men  appointed  by  parliamentary  influ- 
ence, or  any  other  influence.  He  hoped 
he  shoold  see  the  practioe  of  flogging 
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tboliaiitd,  while  Um  powtr  of  inflictmg  it 
fiM  matBmA  f  temaio. 

Mr.  Ycrke  was  almost  in  doob|»  after 
vfaat  ba  had  beard,  whether  the  noble 
lord^  as  the  debate  had  run  to  a  consir* 
derable  length,  had  aol  had  a  dream  while 
it  was  gomg  en.  In  the  first  instance/  ha 
had  stiUed  that  the  sailors  were  fooUshly 
•mployed  in  cleaning  the  deck,  he. ;  that 
inconsequence,  frequent  punishments  were 
Inflicted,  and  this  through  the  appoint* 
ment  of  young  officers ;  and  finally,  he 
had  spoken  of  a  register  being  kept  at  the 
Admiralty  for  the  recommendations  of 
lords  and  ladies.  In  each  instance  the 
charge  preferred  was  unfounded.  He  did 
not  know  where  the  noble  lord  had  been 
•iiice  be  left  the  service,  nor  where  be 
gained  his  Information,  but  there  was  no 
A>undation  for  any  one  of  his  stalemenis. 
He  regretted  that  the  noble  lord  had  re- 
linqnished  the  command  of  one  of  the 
finest  frigates  in  the  serrice  (why,  he  pro« 
fessed  himself  at  a  loss  to  tell),  for  em* 
ployments  in  which  he  was  by  no  means 
likely  to  prove  so  eminently  useful  to  his 
country.  With  respect  to  the  mode  of 
promotion  in  the  navy,  he  did  not  know 
of  what  time  the  noble  lord  was  speaking 
—whether  of  the  present  or  of  the  time 
of  his  own  promotion.  He  did  not  know 
whether  his  promotion  had  been  hastened 
in  the  way  he  had  mentioned,  but  be  had 
certainly  been  one  of  the  youngest  officers 
in  the  serrice.  When  howoTtr  he  was 
told  in  the  navy  that  no  person  could  rise 
to  the  rank  of  a  lieutenant,  tiJl  after  six 
jfears  serrice,  nor  till  the  party  was  1 9 
years  of  age,  that  after  that,  two  yiears 
were  necessary  to  raise  him  to  the  rank 
of  commander,  and  one  more  then  before 
be  could  be  made  a  post  captain ;  if  he 
would  put  these  together  he  would  find 
that  officers  could  not  be  promoted  with- 
ont  hayin(|^  some  experience.  The  pu- 
lushments  in  the  navy  ware  not  OMNre  se- 
quent than  formerly ;  but  though  in  these 
particulars  he  was  obliged  to  contradict 
the  noble  lord,  he  should  atfree  with  him 
in  hif  rote.  To  lay  aside  &at  discipline 
by  which  we  had  risen  to  our  present 
height,  would  be  an  act  of  political  luicide 
and  madness  unpiaralleled  even  in  this 
age  of  experiflEient. 

Mr.  JKwpoxpreiscd  himself  hostile  to 
the  abolition  of  corporal  punishment. 

The  Bill  was  then  read. a  third  ttaae^ 
and  passed. 

Sir  P.  BuFdeu  rose  to  propoee  his  clause, 
in  doing  which  he  nuide  a  number  of 
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ohaerrations  on  the  arpunenta  addnoo^ 
against  it  With  retpoot  ta  the  eflEbcto  of 
corporal  pmrishntena,*  the  hoo*  bar— e| 
desired  the  Honse  to  bear  in  nund,  thai 
ewbt  men  died  of  it  at  OibraHar,  and  thai 
officers  were  actually  dismissed  for  re* 
fusing  to  inflict  it.  It  was  impossiblo  to 
say  what  its  consequences  were  in  tho 
Westlndies  and  other  hot  climates.  Whe- 
ther the  House  would  say  that  it  ought  to 
ho  dene  away  altogether,  or  not,  ho  was 
sure  that  many  wookl  agree  that  tho 
crimes  for  which  it  was  inflicted  ahoold 
be  specified,  and  the  extent  to  which  it 


Id  be  carried,  and  tho  instnsmente 
used  for  that  purpose  defined.  He  read 
the  passage  firom  Blackstooe  to  which  ho 
had  before  referred ;  and  contended  that 
it  could  not  be  difficult  to  devise  othet 
modes  of  punishment  by  the  privatson  of 
ordinary  privileges  and  enjoyments.  Ho 
should  certainly  tako  the  sense  of  tho 
House  on  his  clause. 

Mr.  Ahtravmby,  thongh  he  did  not  think 
it  desirable  to  vote  the  abolition  of  tho 
ponishment  altooather,  thought  it  very 
proper  to  know  the  noasber  of  such  po« 
niahments  b^  coavts-martial.  It  had  boon 
properly  said  by  an  hon.  member  (Mr* 
Wilberfi>rce)  that  the  House  should  have 
tho  means  of  judgins  what  modifications 
might  be  enacted.  He  should  therefore 
ask  the  Judge  Advocate  whether  any  se- 
rious iaoonvsnience  would  occur,  by  giving 
a  return  of  tho  number  of  punishmenls 
by  roffimenlal  courts-BMrtial,  limiting  it 
to  the  home  service. 

Mr.  Mcomtri  Sutten  would  have  no  ob- 
jection to  lay  this  document  before  the 
House,  but  really  the  acconnta  of  rc^ 
mental  eourts-martial  did  not  come  o£« 
cially  before  him.  Alll  he  could  say,  was. 
that  he  understood  generally  that  corporal 
panisbmenis  had  decreased  in  regimental 
courts-martial. 

The  Hooee  then  divkied,  when  the  nuna* 
berawero.  Noes  79, Ayes  0;  Majority  75* 

PmiTBiiTuaY  HousB  Bill.!  Mr.  Hoi* 
ford  moved  the  coounittal  of  this  Bill. 

Sir  SL  Momilfy  wished  the  eonunifeniont 
to  bo  postponod.  The  subject  was  ^ 
very  gmt  importance ;  and  he  knew  thnt 
several  members,  not  present  in  the  Houae* 
but  prolhssionalty  engaged  in  a  diatnnt 
part  of  the  country,  were  very  desirovo 
of  being  present  at  the  discussion.  A% 
any  rato^  he  thought  a  Bill  of  such  im- 
portance should  not  be  discussed  in  a  < 
mitteo  at  that  hlo  hour* 
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Mr.  Uo^d  said^.hs  oaly  UMant  lo 
^Te  the  commitviem  for  the  purpose 
of  bi^Tiiig  the  blanks  filled  ep;  aod  be 
intended  afterwards  to  more  thit  recom- 
mtlBient  oa  Priday  next. 

Mr.  Aberaromby  wondered  that  this  time 
•houid  be  chosen  Ibr  the  oommitment  of 
the  Biil«  when  so  many  persons,  anxious 
to  be  present  at  the  discussion,  were  ne* 
cessarily  absent.  He  was  not  aware  that 
any  such  importance  could  be  attached 
to  the  filling  up  the  blanks  as  to  require 
the  House  now  to  i^  into  a  committee; 
he  therefore  ooold  not  help  concniring  in 
opinion  with  his  hen.  and  learned  friend. 

Mr.  Holm  Sumner  thought  the  Bill 
should  not  be  hurried  throu^  the  House, 
without  any  documeots  of  the  probable 
ei^>ence  which  the  erection  of  these 
houses  might  cost.  He  wished  that  a  plan 
and  oftimates  ought  be  laid  before  them 
08  this  subject. 

Bir.  (UUutt  entertained  great  donbu  of 
tin  propriety  of  esubUshing  penitentNtry 
houses.  He  Idiou^  that  bringing  toge- 
ther 5  or  600  of  the  worst  characters  of 
the  country,  was  not  the  likeliest  way  of 
amending  them. 

Mr.  Loi^  thought  it  perfectly  right  that 
the  plan  of  his  hon.  friend  should  be  seen 
and  naderotood,  ahd  saw  no  method  more 
likely  ta  have  that  efiect  tban  the  safler- 
ipg  it  to  go  to  a  commtuee,  when  the 
blanks  m^gbt  be  filled  up. . 

Mr.  FhitbroadaMf  there  did  not  appear 
any  objeetion  to  the  filling  up  the  blanks, 
but  hopied  that  a  lenger  time  wodd  be 
allowed  to  elapse  before  the  Bill  was  car- 
ried threiagh  the  remaining  stages.  It  had 
been  in  their  hands  now  for  three  weeks, 
but  so  fltiany  new  clauses  bad  been  since 
added,  ^hat  it  Mras  quite  necessairy  that 
more  time  sheuki  be  allowed  for  tlie  pur- 
pose of  perfectly  understanding  it. 

Mf.  SitcteUTy  Byder  said,  that  there 
certai&ly  cQuld  be  no  objection  to  give 
aoflident  opportunity  to  examine  the  pro* 
▼istotts  of  the  Bill ;  but  he  doubled  whe^ 
tfaer  the  clauses  which  had  been  added 
ware  tf  a  nature  to  require  much  const- 
iaration.  The  Bill  had  been  afeeady  de^ 
layed  too  tong^  and  if  any  obstacles  ware 
thrown  utthe  way  of  its  progress,  nothing 
<xnM  be  done  in  the  course  oif  the  lummer 
towards  iblfiUing  its  prorisions. 

The  Bill  waa  than  committad,  and  the 
blanks  filled  up,  afWr  which  the  Beport 
was  brought  up  and  ordered  to  be  taikuk 
into  Inrlher  eonsideratieo  tm  Riday. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

Mmidt^^  March  16. 
State  of  the  Nation.]  Earl  Gnmenor 
gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  submit  to 
their  lordships  a  motion  for  going  into  a 
committee  on  the  State  of  the  Nation.  A 
motion  of  considerable  importance  was 
fixed  for  Thursday  next,  and  one  ci  still 
greater  importance  for  the  10th  of  April* 
when  the  Petition  of  the  Irish  Catholics 
was  to  be  brought  under  their  considera« 
tion ;  of  which  petition,  if  the  prayer  WM 
not  grafted,  the  consequence,  he  appre- 
hended, would  be  little  short  of  rebellion. 
He  was  iacliiwd  to  wait  the  event  of  that 
discussion,  before  he  came  forward  with 
his  own  motion;  a  motion  which  was 
loudly  called  for  in  the  present  discoa* 
raging  and  distressed  situation  of  the  coun^ 
try,  and  the  disjointed  and  distracted  stale 
of  the  councils  of  government.  He  would 
not  name  any  particular  day,  but  contem 
himself  with  the  general  notice,  that  ha 
intended  soon  to  submit  a  motion  to  their 
brdships  on  the  State  of  the  Nation. 

PoKTvcvssE  SnasiDT.]  The  order  of 
the  day  having  been  read  fixr  taking  into 
consideration  the  Prince  Regent's  Mea* 
sage  relative  to  a  subsidy  to  Portugal, 

The  Earl  of  Lkerpml  rose  and  said ;  I 
certainly,  ray  lords,  leel  it  unnecessary  to 
take  up  your  time,  under  the  circumstancea 
in  which  the  present  subject  comes  before 
us,  at  any  len^  in  discussing  its  merits* 
What  the  message  of  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent  refers  io»  is  a  proposed 
continuance  of  that  support  and  assistance 
that  was  alforded  by  parliament  and  the 
Prince  Regent  to  Portugal  in  the  last  jw. 
On  such  an  occasion,  my  lords,  I  think 
there  can  be  but  one  feeling  in  this  House, 
which  is,  that  as  what  has  been  so  given 
to  our  foithfol  allies,  who  have  stood  so 
honourably  and  steadily  by  us^  under  th^ 
most  arduous  and  dificmt  clrcumstancesi 
was  an  aid  not  given  in  vain,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  has  answered  every  purpose  that 
was  expected  firom  it,  wa  owe  it  to  them 
and  toourselves  to  continue  that  assistance. 
On  former  occasions,  your  lordships  may 
recollect,  that  the  discussions  of  this  snl^ 
ject  prnicipally  turned  on  one  poin^ 
namely,  the  pcacticabilHy  of  the  object  for 
which  the  aid  was  afirded.  No  man, 
however,  who  looks  to  the  state  of  the 
p^nsala,  and  to  the  engagetaents  of  thia 
country,  bat  must  be  awaire,  that  nothing 
is  of  more  importance,  c^  mora  aftcting 
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(gave  the  immediate  defence  of  this  toontry 
itself)  to  the  vital  interests  of  the  British 
empire^  than  the  defence  of  Portugal ;  I 
mean,  more  important  for  continental  ob- 
jects, provided  it  were  practicable  to  act 
upon  It.  The  question  always  must  come, 
as  to  the  practicability,  or  chance  of  the 
practicability  of  the  object  which,  we  con- 
tend for.  We  now,  my  lords,  have  ample 
experience  on  this  sabject,  and  that  ex- 
perience leads  to  this  conclusion — that  the 
delence  of  Portugal,  under  lord  Wel- 
lington, acting  upon  the  principles  of  that 
great  and  distinguished  officer,  and  sup- 
porting him  in  his  great  and  various  exer- 
tions, is  an  object  practicable  to  the  arms 
of  this  country.  The  next  question  refers 
to  the  subsidies,  or  support  given  that  way 
for  the  maintenance  of  her  forces,  and  ifaie 
improvement  of  her  military  system,  and 
the  extent  to  which  that  object  has  been 
obtained,  in  creating  the  military  assist^ 
ance  afforded  by  Portugal  .independent 
of  the  British  armies. — And,  upon  this  se- 
cond object,  I  likewise  say  there  can  be 
no  difference  of  sentiment.  About  two 
years  ago,  opinions  were  entertained  in 
parliament,  and  even  by  officers  who  had 
served  in  that  country,  that  it  was  im- 
practicable to  produce  a  Portuguese  force 
capable  of  co-operating  with  a  British 
power  in  the  way  we  see  it  lias  done.  To 
their  own  honour,  some  of  the  officers,  to 
whom  I  allude,  baye  been  magnanimous 
enough  to  allow  their  mistake  in  that  re- 
spect. But  what,  my  lords,  I  ask,  has 
been  the  result  ?  Most  fortunate  for  this 
eountry,  most  fortunate  for  Portugal,  and 
most  fortunate  for  all  continental  Europe, 
if  her  nations  can  be  induced  to  awake 
from  their  stupor.— -We  have  seen  a  Por- 
tuguese force  established  under  the  ge- 
neral direction  of  British  officers ;  but  I 
must  accompany  this  by  remarking,  that 
much  may  be  attributed  in  this  respect  to 
the  exertions  of  Portuguese  officers «  We 
have  seen  a  Portuguese  force  thus  consti- 
tuted, arise  capable  of  meeting  in  action 
the  most  distinguished  battalions  of  the 
French  army,  under  its  most  able  ajnd 
veteran  commanders,  and  under  the  most 
critical  and  try ing circumstances.  1  speak 
upon  the  authority  of  the  most  able  and 
Intelligent  officers.  When  these  troops 
formerly  signalised  themselves  in  the  de- 
fence of  positions,  the  country  was  told 
that  they  miglit  be  very  useful  in  such 
situations,  but  Chat  if  tried  in  the  field  they 
would  deceive  the  expectations  that  had 
been  formed  of  them.    They  haTe  been 
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tried  in  the  field— and  they  hare  disUo' 
goished  themselves.    We  have  seen  tbem 
at  Barrosa  intrepidly  attacking  a  formi- 
dable force  of  the  enemy,  most  adTan- 
tageously  posted,  and  defeating  the  flanka 
of  that  enemy.     Upon  that  occasion,  and 
upon  every  other,  the  Portuguese  military 
proved    itself  equal    to    combating    the 
proudest  troops  of  France.     I  refer,  ray 
lords,  to  these  leading  considerations   ge- 
nerally, feeling  it  Would   be  a  waste  of 
your  time  to  enter  upon  any  parttcalar 
details.    These  results,  however,  are  esta- 
blished, that  the  defence  of  the  kingdom  of 
Portugal  is  j^racticable^  and  that  the  Por- 
tuguese government  has  aided  meat  essen- 
tially in  that  defence.     Und^  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  cannot  believe  there  existt 
a  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  man,  that  we 
are  doing  too  much  for  an  ancient  ally— 
an  ally  dways  remarkable  for  the  fidelity 
of  her  adherence  to  her  engagements  with 
Great  Britain,  and  who,  by  her  condoct 
under  the  particular  circumstances  of  the 
case,  presents  an  additional  claim  to  our 
assistance  and  consideration.     Your  lard- 
ships  are  aware,  that  soon  afler  the  neces- 
sary retirement  of  the    prince   of  that 
country,  it  was  occupied  by  the  Freiicb 
armies,  and  it  may  easily  be  conceived  ia 
what  a  state  it  must  have  been  \eh  with 
regard  to  its  civil,  miliUry,  and  financial 
concerns  after  the  French  troops  bad  witb- 
drawn.     It  cannot  be  a  matter  of  surprise 
that  under  such  circamstances,   the  ad* 
vantages  since   obtained,  could    not  bt 
achieyed  at  once,  but  have  been  the  result 
of  perseyerance  and  attention  to  the  mist 
minute  details,  and  by  strictly  adhering  to 
the  system  which  circumstances  rendered 
it  necessary  to  introduce.     However,  I  as 
rejoiced  to  say,  that  the  exertions  which 
had  been  made  have  been  most  e&ctnal, 
and  have  been  attended  by  resnlu  tndy 
beneficial— so  much  so,  that  if  the  Hoose 
think  the  subsidy  of  last  year,  and  that 
which  will  be  proposed  in  the   present, 
are  sufficient  to  cover  eyeii  the  militarr 
expenditure  of  Portugal,  they  are  much 
misuken.    Independent  of  the  2,OOO/)00i 
which  were  voted  last  year,  a  sum  oif  not 
less  than   1,800,000/.  has  been  fumiahed 
by  the  people  of  that  country  to  sapport 
their  military  establishments — and,  tlieie*  j 
fore,  it  must  evidently  be  seen,  that  Great  j 
Britain  is  notafFording  resources  to  a  people 
who  are  doinp;  nothing  for  themselves.     1 
will  not  detain  the  House  longer  than  to 
move.an  Address  in  answer  to  the  gracious 
Message  of  the   Prince  Regent.      The 
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Address,  as  ufQal,  was  an  echo  of  the 
Message. 

.  £arl  Grosvenor  said,  that  there  were 
one  or  two  points  of  the  noble  Secretary's 
speech  with  respect  to  which  he  wished  to 
say  a  few  words.  If  he  did  not  oppose  the 
present  motion,  it  was  not  because  he  was 
satisfied  with  the  mode  in  which  the  war 
liad  been  conducted  in  Spain  by  the  dis- 
jointed and  distracted  government  which 
had  ruled  this  country  for  these  five  years 
'past.  He  could  not,  however,  but  join  in 
the  praise  which  had  been  bestowed  upon 
the  military  characters  who  had  been  em- 
ployed in  that  war,  and  by  whose  merito- 
■  rious  exertions,  an  heroic  spirit  had  been 
diffused  throughout  the  whole  army,  ^and 
€|ven  among  the  Portuguese  troops.  But 
In  what  situation  was  the  peninsula  ?  What 
bad  been  done  after  all  tne  hopes  that  had 
been  held  out  to  this  country  ?  We  were 
in  possession  of  Portugal,  after  the  con- 
Tention  of  Cintra,  when  sir  John  Moore 
was  ordered  to  advance  into  Spain  with 
so  very  inadequate  a  force ;  and  still  we  had 
hardly  done  any  thing  more  than  keep 
possession  of  it.  France  was  still  in  pos- 
session of  the  capital  of  Spain,  and  of  the 
best  part  of  the  country,  in  a  military 
point  of  view.  With  an  army  of  100,000 
men,  British  and  Portuguese  troops,  as 
good  as  any  in  the  world,  led  by  a  most 
skilful  commander,  what  had  been  done  ? 
Woold  the  country,  under  these  circum- 
stances be  satisfied  with  the  capture  of  a 
fortress,  however  gallant  and  important 
that  exploit  might  be  ?  The  country,  he 
was  persuaded,  would  not  be  satisfied,  look- 
ing to  the  magnitude  of  the  force  com- 
posed of  British  and  Portuguese  regular 
troops,  aided  by  the  guerillas,  unless  a- 
great  and  powerful  exertion  was  made,  in 
order,  if  possible,  at  once  to  terminate  the 
war,  and  destroy  the  power  of  Buona- 
parte in  the  peninsula.  We  had  expended 
enormous  sums  in  this  contest;  and 
though  France  had  lost  a  great  number  of 
men,  it  was  not  to  be  concealed  that  we 
lost  a  considerable  number  also;  and 
however  obscure  the  situation  of  these 
men,  they  had  still  relations  and  friends 
to  feel  for  their  sufferings,  and  lament 
their  fate.  It  was  proper,  then,  in  his 
opinion,  if  tne  war  was  to  be  continued, 
that  some  great  efibrt  should  be  made. 
With  regard  to  the  amount  of  the  sum  to 
be  given,  he  could  not  help  observing, 
tbatsthe  Portuguese  suHerers  might  have 
been  relieved  out  of  these  two  millions,  or 
9L%  least,  that  a  sum  should  be  retained  out 
(VOL,  XXI.) 
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of  it,  equal  to  that  which  h%d  been  already 
subscribed  for  the  Portuguese,  in  order  to 
relieve  the  distresses  of  our  manufacturers 
at  home,  who  were  almost  reduced  tp 
despair  by  the  obstinate  perseverance  of 
ministers  in  the  absurd  and  ruinous  policy 
of  the  Orders  in  Councih  This  might  be 
the  more  readily  done,  too,  since  Portugal 
was  now  able,  as  the  noble  Secretary  al- 
leged, to  do  so  much  for  herself.  Upoa 
the  whole,  considering  the  engagements 
by  which  the  country  was  bound,  and 
how  far  we  were  embarked,  he  did  not 
think  that  our  armies  ought  to  be  with- 
drawn from  the  peninsula;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  that  the  war  there  ought  to  be 
prosecuted  with  the  utmost  vigour,  pro- 
vided there  appeared  any  rational  chance 
of  ultimate  success.  If,  as  had  been  al- 
leged, the  universal  Spanish  nation  was 
with  as,  much  might  yet  be  done.  If 
they  wished  for  our  aid,  and  would  cor- 
dially co-operate  for  their  own  defence^ 
the  most  favourable  results  might  be  ex- 
pected. But  if  they  did  not  wish  for  our 
aid, — if  they  would  not  co-operate,  but 
were  prepared  to  submit  and  give  up  the 
contest  in  despair,— -if  they  were  ready  to 
bow  their  necks  to  the  yoke  of  the  con- 
queror, it  was  useless  for  us  to  expect  suc- 
cess. It  ought  to  be  pbserved,  also,  that 
if  Franct  should  have  to  employ  her  armies 
elsewhere,  ^n  opportunity  woald  be  af- 
forded for  making  a  great  effort  which 
ought  not  to  be  neglected. 

The  Earl  of  DarnU^  was  decidedly  of 
opinion,  that  the  country  was  pledged  to 
assist  the  Portuguese,  and  that,  if  that  as- 
sistance were  refused,  the  national  faith 
would  be  compronused.  He  would  not, 
therefor^,  oppose  the  vote :  at  the  same 
time,  he  was  far  firom  being  satisfied  with 
the  mode  in  which  ministers  carried  on 
the  peninsular  war. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  nemine 
disscntimie. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  March  \6, 

Portuguese  Subsidy.]  The  Prince 
Regent's  Message  respecting  Portugal  hav- 
ing been  referred  to  a  committee  of  sup'* 
ply,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  the  said 
committee. 

Lord  Castlereagh,  in  rising  to  submit  to 
the  House  a  motion  on  the  subject,  did  not 
feel  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to 
trespass  on  their  patience  at  any  consider- 
able length;   or  to  adduce  many  argv* 
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taMiits  ih  shew  the  i^xpedUncf  of  aUbrd- 
tog  thtt  itoitUtic^  to  t^brtngai  at  Ihe  pre- 
Mtii  itioiBefit,  which  had  beeti  sAncttoned 
by  theapprobalio»of  t>airliameiit»at  former 
pelriods,  frbea  tha  adrantagas  attertdant 
tipon  it  were  by  bo  ibeaiii  equally  eft- 
dent    Indeed  the  qnettiob  appeared  t6 
ti«i  to  bft  drawn  kito  tnch  a  narrow  cotn- 
piai,  that  it  was  tcarcely  posiible  for  aiilr 
one  to  dioabt  the  principle  of  expediency 
on  which  the  proposed  grantVesiedr  unless 
one  of  the  following  propotitidiis  was  af* 
ftrmed,  via.  that  it  was  so  fundamentally 
Wrong  to  ^ubsidiie  any  foreign  power,  that 
no  application  of  that  nature  ou^t  to  be 
tnade  to  parliament ;   or  that  the  state  of 
the  wair  in  the  pehinsola  was  such,  that, 
Hotwitbitanding  the  treaties  by  Which  the 
two  countries  were  so  closely  onited,  not- 
withMaUdtn^  the  ^orious  successes  of  our 
arms,  and    notwithstanding  the  sotenm 
Hiith  which  parliamebt  had  so  Repeatedly 
pledged  on  the  subject,  no  further  exertion 
should  be  made  by  Great  Britain,  but  tbskt 
Spain  and  Portugal  should  be  left  to  the 
dreadful  fate  Which  awaited  them.    tJu- 
less  one  of  these  two  grounds  was  taken, 
he  confessed  himself  wholly  at  a  loss  to 
eottteire  bOw  the  present  proposition  could 
be  opposed.    It  was  hx  from  hh  wish  to 
re-agitate  those  topics  which  at  former 
periods  had  given  rise  to  9Uch  controversy. 
It  was  unnecessary  to  recur  to  those  topics, 
in  order  to  sustain  the  motion  with  which 
be  should  conclude.     Nor  Would   it  be 
politic  to  recur  to  them ;   for  he  wa^  per- 
auaded,  that  if  the  committee  should  agree 
with  him  in  thinking  that  the  same  pecu- 
niary  support  ought  to  be  extended   to 
P6nugal  as  was  given  in  the  last  session, 
they  would  also  agree  with  him  in  think- 
ing that  it  ought  to  be  done  with  as  much 
ntianimity  as  possible ;  for  whatever  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  might  have  existed  in 
parliament  at  a  time  when  the  experiment 
of  assisting  Portugal  had  not  been  tried, 
now  that  it  had  been  tried  and  proved  suc- 
cessful, he  trusted  that  a  general  disposi- 
tion would   ultimately  be  manifested   to 
mark  by  an  unanimous  vote,  the  appro- 
'bation  with  which  the  ^British  parliament 
regarded  the  exertions  of  the  Portuguese 
in  the  common  cause,  and  the  Bdelity 
which>hey  had  manifested  under  those  nu- 
merous circumstances  of  extreme  peril  and 
difficulty,  to  which  the  various  fortunes 
of  the  war  had  necessarily  exposed  them. 
Vntbotft,  therefore,  dwelling  at  any  length 
on  the  topics  to  which  he  had  alluded, 
litWoaldjtist  call  to  tha  reconection  of 
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Ih^  eommittee,  that  when  the  principle  of 
the  present  proposition  was  broached  two 
years  ago,  a  great  dispositipn  existed  in 
parliament  to  doubt  whether  Any  military^ 
exertioni  which  it  might  lend  occasionally 
to  Portugal,  could  be  ultimately  soccess- 
fbl.  Many  gentlemen  of  high  military 
character  seemed  inclitled  to  believe  thai 
the  Portuguese  army,  which  it  was  the 
object  of  that  propositioii  to  raise  and  sub- 
sidise, could  never  be  brought  into  such  a 
state  of  discipline,  as  to  rertder  it  e^ientlj 
serviceable.  The  division  ott  that  occa- 
sion exhibited  a  strong  fedtng  in  the  mindi 
of  a  great  number  of  hon.  gentleiben,  that 
the  encouragement  in  a  military  point  of 
view  held  out  by  the  proposition,  was  by 
no  meftns  adequate  to  the  exjpence  of  it 
Thbte,  however,  who  enjoyedf  tiaora  inti- 
mate means  of  judging  of  the  probable  re- 
sult, pressed  the  vote  upon  the  House;  it 
was  pateed ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  year 
the  efforts  made  io  Portugal  in  conse- 
quence Were  such,  that  in  the  next  sessioa 
of  parliament,  even  those  who  had  oppos- 
ed the  proposition  iti  the  first  instance, 
candidly  allowed,  that  it  had  been  pro- 
ductive of  the  most  advantageous  k^suYti 
Accordingly  when  the  proposition  wai 
again  brooght  forward,  those  who  hsii 
voted  against  it  in  the  first  instance,  tb* 
stained  from  a  repetition  of  that  Vote ;  re- 
presenting, however,  at  the  aanke  time, 
that  although  they  admitted  that  the  mea- 
sure had  produced  great  advantage ;  ya 
that  after  all,  the  eflorts  of  the  comfaibed 
British  and  Portuguese  armies  had  ended 
only  in  shotting  them  up  in  the  lines  (^ 
Cintra,  and  leaving  the  enemy  in  posses- 
sion of  the  remainder  of  Portugal.  A: 
le^st  the  committee  would  feel  that  tfais 
obstacle  to  an  unanimous  expreasion  oe 
sentiment  was  removed ;  for  the  vote  d 
the  hst  session  had  enabled  lord  Wellio§> 
on  to  drive  the  enemy  over  the  fronti^, 
and  expel  them  wholly  IVom  Portugal 
Parliament  therefore  was  now  called  opci 
to  contemplate  a  system,  not  which  misk 
lead,  but  which  actually  had  led  to  w 
most  brilliant  success.  Ine  cotnnaittee,  ia 
coming  to  the  consideration  of  th%  preses 
Resolution,  would  be  divested  of  all  those 
difficulties  which  had  heretofore  existed  as. 
the  subject.  He  would,  however,  make  s 
few  observations  on  the  principfe  npoa 
which  the  present  proposition  rested.  If 
ever  there  was  a  question  of  subsidy  whicb 
could  be  tiiaintained  on  sound,  lea^tidiate, 
and  justifiable  grouhds,  it  was  tnis.  la 
the  first  place,  it  wad  subsidikid g  st  pow& 
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w|lb  which  we  were  connected  by  a  kind 
of  natural  feeling.  Indeed,  it  could  hardly 
be  copsidered  in  the  light  of  a  subsidy ; 
for  the  measure  afforded  such  effectual  aid 
to  the  British  army,  charged  as  that  army 
ivas  with  important  pperations,  compre- 
liending  our  own  essential  interests,  that 
the  money  might  with  propriety  be  voted 
on  that  Tieiy  of  the  subject  alone^  and 
without  any  particular  reference  to  Por- 
ingal,  for  it  was  impossible  pot  to  admit, 
that  all  those  splendid  esertiops  of  lord 
Wellington  would  have  fallen  very  short 
of  their  existing  ejctent,  had  that  noble 
lord  been  deprived  of  the  support  of  that 
part  of  the  army  which  had  arisen  out  of 
the  liberal  policy  on  which  the  present 
propoiition  was  founded.    That  such  was 
the  true  character  of  the  Portuguese  army 
ivas  felt  by  the  enemy  at  Busaco,  who 
considered  it  as  British,  and  attributed  it 
to  lord  Wellingtop  as  a  stratagem  of  war* 
that  for  the  purpose  of  alluring  an  attack, 
be  had  clothed  the  British  soldiers  in  the 
Portuguese  uniform.    Another  ground  for 
granting  this  sum  was,  that  it  would  be  ap- 
plied and  administered  under  the  inspec- 
tion of  British  officers.     Never  had   any 
f  ubsidy  been  afforded.  Cor  the  faithful  ap- 
plication  of  which  such  complete  security 
^existed  as  this  to  the  government  of  Por- 
tugal*   There  was  another  view  to  be 
taken  of  the  subject.    This  was  not  money 
g^nted  to  Portugal  in  exoneration  of  any 
^charges  which  she  might  fairly  be  ex- 
pected to  bear  herself.    The  government 
of  Great  Britain  had  frequently  on  former 
occasions  been  accused  of  thus  unneces- 
aarily  subsidising  foreign    powers.     Bqt 
this  remark  was  not  applicable  to  Portu- 
gal.   It  was  a  satisfactory  ami  interesting 
ntct,  and  one  which  be  was  ^ure  the  com- 
mittee would  learn  with  pleasure,  that  such 
bad  been  the  financial  exertions  of  Por- 
tugal, that  ^t  the  present  moment,  after 
|dl  the  effort^  of  the  war,  after  the  country 
bad  been  in  the  temporary  possession  of 
th^  enemy,  and  had  beep  drained  even  by 
that  temporary  possession,  the  revenue  of 
Portugal,  appficptble  to  the  prosecution  of 
the  war,  was  at  a  higher  point  than  before 
the  CQpdipencement  of  the  contest.    The 
Portuguese  government  w^  in  the  actual 
collection   <u   g    greater   revenue,    and 
cherished  hpp^  that  by  measures  now  in 
prcgrw»  that  revenue  would  be  conside- 
rably incre^jied*    They  came  to  the  Bri- 
tish pi^rliamem  onl^  tp  a^iu   them  in 
leaking  t^ofie  exertions  adequi^te  to  the 
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were  so  deeply  interested.  On  ^e  whole* 
therefore,  he  trusted  that  although  therp 
might  be  ground  for  doubting  the  ex- 
pediency of  such  a  proposition  as  the 
present,  when  originally  made,  yet  as  the 
experience  of  the  two  la^st  years  had  com* 
pletely  disproved  the  soundness  of  thos^ 
apprehensions,  the  committee  would,  by 
an  unanimous  decision,  mark  the  feeling 
qf  respect  which  they  entertained  for  the 
exertions,  and  for  the  fidelity  of  Portugal ; 
for  it  was  a  proud  circumstance  for  that 
cpuptry,  that  when  it  was  overrun  for  a 
time  by  the  enemy — when  the  British 
army,  actuated  by  motives  of  profound 
military  pqlicy,  retired  to  Torres  Vedras 
that  they  might  again  advance  with  greater 
effect-— the  faith  of  the  i'ortuguese  remaii|« 
ed  inviolate ;  there  was  not  the  most  mo- 
mentary  adherence  on  their  part  to  the 
enemy ;  they  submitted  to  all  the  military 
infiictionii  which  their  firmness  occasioned  ; 
they  bore  the  devastation  of  their  country 
without  repining ;  and  in  no  single  instance 
were  they  false  to  the  common  interest* 
The  noble  lord  concluded  by  moving  the 
following  Resolution :  *'  Thft  it  is  theopi* 
nion  of  this  committee,  that  a  sum  not  ex* 
ceeding  two  millions,  be  granted  tp  hif 
Miyesty,  to  enable  him  to  continue  to 
maintain  in  his  pay  a  body  of  Portugoeso 
Troops,  and  to  give  such  further  aid  and 
assistance  to  the  government  of  Portugal 
as  the  nature  of  the  cootest  in  which  hif 
Majesty  is  engag<Mi,  may  appear  to  him  to 
reooire.'* 

Mr.  Premamie  denied  that  the  noble 
lord  had  satisfied  his  mind  with  renpect  to 
the  propriety  of  the  proposed  grant.  Tho 
noble  lord  had  adverted  nut  to  the  general 
sute  of  the  war,  but  to  the  particular  stato 
of  Portugal.  To  all  that  the  noble  lord 
had  said  in  praise  of  the  exertions  of  Por- 
tugal, he  heartily  subscribed.  But  he 
could  not  allow  an  additional  burden  of 
two  millions  to  be  imposed  upon  the  coun- 
try, without  bringing  back  to  the  recol- 
lection of  the  committee  the  original  ob- 
ject, for  the  attainment  of  which  this  grant 
was  in  the  first  instance  voted.  Tha^  ob* 
ject  had  failed,  an4  therefore  to  continue 
such  grants,  was  merely  to  persevere  in  a 
system  of  lavish  expenditure,  from  which 
no  satisfactory  result  could  be  expected. 
When  the  first  grant  of  this  nature  waa 
proposed,  it  was  to  afford  British  aid  to- 
wards rescuing  Spain  from  the  gripe  u( 
France.  At  that  lime  he  concurred  most 
cordially  with  the  whole  country  in  the 
efiQrt.    But  fom  years  bare  f ifipied,  end 
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not  an  inch  of  groand  having  been  gained^  ^ 
he  had  a  right  to  alter  his  opinion  on  the 
subject.     So  far  were  we  from   having 
eYnancipated  Spain,  that  we  had  not  a  sin- 
gle man  there,  nor  could  we  entertain  a 
rational  prospect  of  making  any  impres- 
sion on  the  enemy  in  that  quarter.     He 
put  it  to  the  committee,  whether  if  four 
years  ago  the  merely  remaining  in  Portu- 
gal had  been  described  as  the  ultimate  ob- 
ject of  our  efforts,  the  proposition  to  make 
those  efforts  would  have  been  received  with 
that  acclamation  and  support  which  ac- 
tually accompanied  it?     In  objecting  to 
the  present  motion,  he  felt  that  he  trod  on 
ground  not  most   popular  just   then,  of 
course  he  should  hare  to  contend  with  the 
gentlemen  opposite  ;  he  should  also  have 
to  contend  with  many  with  whom  he  was 
in  the  general,  habit  of  political  accord- 
ance.    But  so  strong  was  his  conviction 
on  the  subject,  that  he  felt  it  imperative 
upon  him  to  express  his  opinion.     He  bad 
patiently   listened  to  every  argument  and 
opinion  connected  with  it,  both  in  parlia- 
ment, and  in  private  society,  but  hitherto 
no  one  had  been  able  to  persuade  him 
that,  under  the    present    circumstances. 
Great  Britain  ought  to  persevere  in  a  sys- 
tem so  lavish^  that  it  must  eventually  lead  to 
her  utter  destruction.  It  was  on  the  ground 
of  expence,  that  he  argued  against  the  mo- 
tion.    We  had  failed  m  every  effort  which 
we  had   made  to  drive  the  enemy  from 
Spain.     We  had  failed,  not  from  any  want 
of  courage  in  our  troops,  not  from  any 
want  of  skill  in  our  officers,  but  from  a 
want  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the 
Spaniards,  from  a  want  of  that  assistance 
which  we  expected  from  them,  and  which 
we  had  a  right  to  expect.    In  the  present 
state  of  the  committee  he  would  not  enter 
into  any  details  df  the  war  in  the  penin- 
sula :  but  he  would  implore  them  to  pause 
before  they  fruitlessly  expended  two  mil- 
lions of  the  public  money.     Let  them  con- 
sider, that  two  millions  was  near  one-sixth 
of  the  produce  of  the  Income  Tax.     Let 
them  look  at  the  enormous  expenditure  of 
the  country,  and  endeavour  to  devise  the 
means  of  diminishing,  rather  than  of  aug- 
menting it.    The  present  annual  expendi- 
ture of  Great  Britain  amounted  to  nearly 
100  millions  !     He  would  defy  any  minis- 
ter to  maintain  the  present  expenditure 
of  the  country,  with  resources  so  dimi- 
nished, and  the  trade  and  commerce  simi- 
larly circumstanced.     He  need  only  refer 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  what  he  had 
•taied  ia3t  year,  when  proposing^  subsidy 
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for  Portugal— -when  at  the  same  tjme  there 
was  a  petition  from  the    manufactorera, 
complaining  of  the  decay  of  trade,  and 
praying-  some  relief.    On  that  occasion, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  said,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  afford  the  relief  prayed 
for,  until  Buonapart6  had  altered  his  prohi- 
bitory  decrees.    Since  then  the  ruler   of 
France  had  encreased  them,  and  th^rrfore 
the  situation  of  the  country  in  that  respect 
was  worse.     Under  these  circumstances  he 
should  most  earnestly  recommend  to  the 
House  to  adopt  economy— to  ditninish  the 
expenditure,  and  make  it  more  commensn. 
rate  with  the  means  of  the  country.     The 
noble  lord  had  stated  that  the  revenue  of 
Portugal  was  materially  improved  since 
the  former  subsidy  was  voted  by  parlia- 
ment.   If  so,  she  had  no  right  whatever  to 
call  upon  Great  Britam  for  further  aid ; 
the  increase  of  the  revenue  of  Portugal 
ought  to  be  applied  to  the  maintenance  of 
her  army,  especially  as  our  revenue  was 
on  the  decline.     If  England  was  menaced 
with   a  foreign  invasion,  would  English- 
men, he  would  ask,  condescend  to  receive 
pay  for  carrying  muskets  in  defence  of 
their  liberties  and  of  their  country  ?  *  The 
fact  was  so  with  the  Portuguese,  for  the 
subsidy  was  granted  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  assisting  them  in  defence  of  their 
own  country     (Hear, hear!)    Gentlemen 
might  exclaim,  but  he  wished  they  could 
contradict  him.     He  would  state  a  few 
facts  in  detail  of  the  expences  of  our  army 
in  that  quarter.    At  this  moment,  it  most 
be  admitted,  on  all  hands,  that  the  extent 
of  it  was  not  under  50,000  men  at  least 
available  for  service — the  expence  of  the 
establishment  of  mules  employed  in  carry- 
ing stores,  &c.  was  not  less  than  4,0001. 
per  diem,  and  this  he  could  prove,  if  ne- 
cessary.   Each  horse  cost  this  country  5s. 
per  day,  besides  the  provision  for  the  ca- 
valry, which  was  imported  from  America 
into  Lisbon,  and  thence  transported  to  the 
army,  and  their  horses  were  expected  to 
be  furnished  from  this  country.     The  ex- 
pence  of  transporting  the  heavy  ordnance 
from  Oporto  to  Ciudad  Rodrigo  cost  this 
country  20,000/.     With  respect  to  keep- 
ing up  the  force  we  had  in  the  peninsoU. 
our  means  were  not  adequate  to  the  effort, 
for  the  militia  regiments  were  called  on  to 
supply  thefr  quotas  for  the  line,  and  many 
of  the  militia  regiments  were  not  complete, 
for  some  of  the  counties  could  not  am>rd  a 
ballot.   There  was  no  chance  therefore  of 
deriving  assistance  again  from  that  source. 
It  was  impracticable  to  keep  up  the  cavaby 
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Teglments;  he  could  affirm,  that  one  regi- 
ment^ which  at  the  end  of  the  year  1808 
was  complete/  consisting  of  eight  troops, 
containing  640  men  and  horses,  landed  in 
Portugal,  was  now  reduced,  though  it  had 
been  recruited  five  times  since  that  time, 
to  480  men,  and  when  in  the  field  could 
jaot  muster  more  than  400  men.  Indeed 
»fie  might  say  of  all,  'l^xeuntdisce  omnes!' 
In  recommending  economy,  he  did  not 
mean  that  our  armies  should  be  with- 
drawn, or  that  at  the  first  charge  the  coun- 
try should  surrender  at  discretion.  His 
only  object  was  to  induce  the  House  to 
looK  at  the  situation  of  this  country,  and 
by  its  conduct  prevent  the  furtherance  of 
what  he, must  deem  a  niinous  system, 
carried  on  in  a  country  where  so  fair  a 
prospect  was  not  now  presented  as  at  the 
commencement  of  the  contest.  (Hear, 
bear  !)  The  right  hon.  gentleman  might 
exclaim  again,  but  that  was  his  opinion ; 
and  therefore  he  could  not  avoid  recom- 
mending the  adoption  of  measures  more 
conducive  to  the  security  of  the  empire, 
and  upon  a  scale  more  consistent  with  its 
resources. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Ward  said,  that  he  was 
one  of  those  who  originally  thought  that 
we  should  not  have  entered  as  principals 
into  the  war  in  the  peninsula ;  he  still 
thought  so,  but  he  conceived  that  there 
was  a  great  difference  between  such  an 
opinion  and  that  which  he  might  enter- 
tain after  that  war  had  been  so  commenced, 
and  continued  for  years.  Whether  they 
should  have  entered  into  it  on  the  scale 
they  had  done,  and  whether  they  should 
now  abandon  it,  were  quite  different  ques- 
tions; for  the  policy  of  abaodonme  it 
might  be  a  great  deal  worse  than  the  policy 
"which  induced  us  to  commence  It.  He 
could  not  agree  with  his  hon.  firiend  who 
spoke  last;  for  in  the  system  which  he 
recommended,  though  he  said  he  would 
not  abandon  the  war,  yet  his  opinions 
would  lead  him  to  starve  it.  That  would, 
indeed,  be  carrying  on  the  war  so  as  to 
be  burdensome,  while  at  the  same  time 
it  afforded  no  probability  of  succeeding 
in  any  one  object  of  it.  Though  he  stiu 
thought  it  would  have  been  wiser  to 
have  acted  differently,  yet  it  should  be 
recoHected,  that  there  was  nothing  so 
disgraceful  to  the  character  of  a  great  na- 
tion as  a  changeable  vacillating  policy.  It 
often  happened  in  the  concerns  of  na- 
tions, that  it  vras  better  to  pursue  a 
course  which  was  not  in  the  first  in- 
stance  rightly  selected,  than  to  give  it 
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up  altogether,  after  following  it  for  « 
considerable'  time.  If  we  now  abandon- 
ed it,  or  did  what  was  almost  the  same 
thing,  starved  it,  and  if  we'  thus  suffer- 
ed the  French  to  gain  nearly  all  their 
objects,  what  would  any  statesman  say 
— what  would  all  Europe  say  to  our 
conduct  ?  They  mreht  say  that  when 
we  were  unsuccessful,— when  we  were 
defeated  in  our  objects, — when  our  gal- 
lant general  was  slain,  then  we  were  dis- 
posed to  continue  the  war ;  but  that  now, 
when  we  had  obtained  brilliant  successes, 
—when  we  had  secured  our  position  in 
the  peninsula,— when  our  armies  were 
commanded  by  one  of  the  greatest  gene- 
rals of  modem  times;  now,  a  new  light 
had  broken  in  upon  us ;  now,  we  found 
that  we  could  not  afford  to  continue  the 
means  of  farther  success;  now,  we  felt 
ourselves  indisposed  to  grant  the  neces- 
sary succours  to  our  allies!  His  hon. 
friend  thought  it  discreditable  to  the  Por- 
tuguese character  to  be  paid  by  England. 
But  what  was  the  fact  ?  The  Portuguese 
had  first  done  all  that  was  in  their  power, 
and  then  they  received  our  assistance  to 
make  still  greater  efforts.  His  hon.  friend 
said,  that  we,  in  England,  would  not  think 
of  being  paid  by  another  nation  for  de- 
fending ourselves.  God  forbid  that  such 
an  event  should  ever  happen  as  to 
drive  us  to  a  question  of  such  a  nature ! 
Should  the  necessity  of  defending  our- 
selves in  our  own  land  occur,  we  should, 
doubtless,  perform  all  that  lay  within  the 
compass  of  our  own  ability;  and  he  trust- 
ed that  we  should  feel  no  necessity  to 
resert  to  the  supplies  of  other  govern- 
ments. But  really  he  could  discern  no- 
thing disgraceful  in  the  conduct  of  the 
Portuguese,  who,  without  the  financial 
means  of  exerting  all  their  powers,  and 
calling  forth  all  their  own  resources,  re- 
ceived the  pecuniary  assistance  of  their 
allies  in  a  common  cause.  What  they 
had  done,  had  been  the  practice  of  some 
of  the  greatest  states  in  Europe :  several 
instances  of  which,  he  imagined,  bis  hon. 
friend  approved  of.  What  had  been  the 
case  respecting  our  allies  during  the  whole 
of  the  war  for  pear  twenty  years?  Wa# 
it  ever  said,  that  the  emperor  of  Germany 
was  a  disgraced  person  because  he  accept- 
ed pecuniary  loans  and  subsidies  from 
this  country,  fo  enable  him  to  send  bit 
armies  into  the  field  ?  But  if  afibrdine  pe- 
cuniary aid  to  Portugal  were  expedient, 
and  justifiable  on  the  score  of  policy,  it 
was  yet  much  more  so  at  present^  on  the 
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fTQu^d  of  boooQTp  la  fact,  we  were 
pledged  as  strooglir  as  we  conld  be  to 
mssisl  Portugal ;  aod  she  bad  dope  potbiog 
lately  to  forfeit  tbe  (i^l^lmtui  (tf  oar  dfq- 
iiaises  of  supports  be  mean^  oot  l^at  pol- 
io w«  o)ggaralv»  illasire  support  that  soioe 
vecomm^^u;  bill  a  real,  efficieotf  and 
▼ijl^rous  assistance.  With  regard  to 
Spaing  be  thought  tbat  if  she  bad  eVer 
deserved  our  aid,  she  deserved  it  peculi- 
arly at  the. present  time;  (or  she  bad 
lately  endeavoured  to  increase  her  owo 
means  of  resistance,  especially  in  ber  abo- 
lition of  a  weak  and  execrable  govern- 
ment. He  was  not  however  disposed  to 
deny  that  tbe  time  might  come,  when  this 
question  would  appear  under  a  very  diffe- 
rent aspect, — when  we  might  find  our* 
aelve9  pressed  by  domestic  difficulties, 
Hrhicb  would  render  it  advisable  to  hus- 
hed our  resources  with  the  utmost  eco- 
nomy ;  and  he  would  fairly  own,  that  be 
was  not  altogether  free  from  apprehen«> 
sions  on  that  subject.  The  time  might 
possibly  arrive  sooner  than  most  persons 
expected.  Yet  he  must  maintain  upon 
every  consideration*  whether  of  national 
policy,  or  of  public  honour,  that  if  we 
should  deem  it  proper  to  abandon  tbe  vi- 
gorous prosecution  of  tbe  war  in  the  pe- 
ninsula, we  ought  to  do  so  slowly  and  re- 
luctantly. Such  a  measure  ought,  in  bis 
mind,  to  be  the  result  only  of  well  weigh- 
ing, and  duly  estimating  whether  we  were 
really  unable  to  persevere  in  that  war. 
We  ought  to  look  around  us  carefully, 
and  examine  what  other  branch  of  ex- 
penditure we  could  retrench  or  give  ^, 
ratber  than  for  the  sake  of  the  cost  to 
abandon  the  defence  of  our  allies.  Thus 
imich  be  felt  himself  boui>d  to  say,  because 
be  certainly  thought,  and  had  before  said, 
Ihat  in  the  commencement,  it-would  have 
been  better  policy  for  us  not  to  commit 
ourselves  so  far,  as  principals  in  the  war. 
l^ut  when  he  heard  gentlemen  argoe  in 
favour  of  s.topping  the  career  in  which  we 
bad  been  engaged  for  several  years,  aod 
to  which  we  were  now  so  strongly  pledged, 
be  most  declare,  that  be  could  noitbear 
such  ^ntiments  without  stating,  as  be  bad 
done,  his  opinion  on  the  present  state  of 
the  policy  and  honour  of  this  country. 

Colonel  Dilkm  entertained  similar  sen- 
tipients  with  his  hon.  friend  who  ha^  just 
spoken,  and  was  disposed  to  give  ctiulit  to 
ministers,  end  to  the  noble  earl  at  the  bead 
of  the  army  in  (be  penipsula,  fi>r  tbe  con- 
duct of  the  war.  He  was,  however,  sorry 
lo>e  obliged  »o,|vM»i4  1m«  ,W^  ftW . 


(be  eooipe  ori|;inaliv  pursued  Iw  i|ov#m- 
ment  in  respect  to  tbe  aflbirs  of  Spain.  If 
proper  e^certiont  bad  been  made  at  tb^i^ 
commencement  of  the  contest,  different  re- 
sults would  have  ensqed.  They  ought  t^ 
bave  insisted  on  the  adoption  of  those  mej^ 
sures  since  pursued  bv  the  present  govern? 
ment  in  Spain ;  such  as  calling  together 
the  Cortes,  aod  using  other  means  of 
strengthening  themselves  against  the 
enemy.  He  trusted  that  greater  cordiality 
would  subsist  than  with  the  Central  Jonta^ 
and  in  that  event  he  hoped  that  before 
long  tbe  most  fiivottrable  results  would 
occur. 

Sir  T.  Tuti9n  observed,  that  if  tbe  prin« 
ciple  were  to  be  admitted  that  they  were 
not  to  consider  the  easting  sute  of  their 
own  finances,  it  might  be  fairly  enough 
said,  that  they  ought  not  to  consider  the 
amount  of  the  proposed  vote.  As  he 
viewed  the  matter,  however,  he  thon^ 
they  ought  to  take  into  consideration  tk» 
means  which  this  country  possessed,  and 
the  object  to  which  it  was  proposed  that 
those  means  should  be  directed.  He  fan- 
cied, when  he  heard  the  noble  lord  speak 
of  the  taking  of  Cipdad  Rodrigo,  thai  he 
was  riding  the  horse  of  the  war  miniater, 
and  had  forgotten  that  he  held  now  anor 
ther  office.  With  all  his  (|luixotic  notions^ 
the  ooble  lord  surely  could  not  mean  to 
say,  that  there  was  any  great  sucqess  to  he 
anticipated  by  taking  that  fortress, — thai 
could  not  he  bis  serious  meaning.  It  was 
one  of  our  worst  symptoms,  tbat  the  tone 
of  the  country  and  or  that  House  was  so 
changed.  This  he  attributed  to  the  vast 
increase  of  our  military  establishments; 
hut  that  consideration  should  not  deter 
him,  any  more  than  it  ought  any  other 
member,  from  discharging  his  duty.  He 
was  surprised  to  bear  it  said  that  econor 
mining  was  starving  our  operations.  W^ 
there  no  diQerence  between  hesitating  at  a 
vote  of  two  millions  and  abandoning  tbe 
war  ?  Was  there  no  middle  way  of  pro- 
ceeding ?  For  bis  own  part>  bo  proteatefl 
against  its  abandonment;  but  an  bon« 
gen^eman  who  spolpa  with  much  abiJity 
the  other  night  (Mr.  Robinson),  a*  well  4^ 
others^  were  obliged  to  maintain  their  ar* 
guments  always  by  tbe  jmsumption,  tb^ 
those  who  ofcoected  to  expenditure  were 
t^vocates  for  total  abandooment.  Tb^ 
vote  was  asM'  for  tbe  peculiar  defence  cf 
Portugal*  ti  tbe  Portpguese  really  co^M 
pot  pay  their  own  ipen>  but  yet  would  dp 
all  toey  could  to  raise  them,  be  did  jf^cjt 
^y  tbat  we  pb^d  fl^y  ^m  wy  ¥M^ 
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toc« ;  IM  it  Was  (he  object  6f  his  moUoD 
lately,  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  facts, 
'[this  became  more  Decessary  When  a  saih 
bf  two  miltioiYS  was  in  question.  There 
itemed  to  be  an  apprehetision  of  anpopch 
krity  m  speaking  ot  econoAy  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  war,  but  Ho  man  should  be  de- 
terred by  that  constderatioB.  He  had 
often  perhaps  been  very  unpopular  in  his 
opinions,  but  that  should  not  pre?eiit  him 
fVom  maintaining  them. 

Lord  Cochrane  considered  Portagat  to  be 
defensible  against  the  French  arms  chiefly 
at  the  tin^s  of  Torres  Vedras,  which  Were 
io  strong  as  not  to  require  so  great  an  army 
as  we  had  there,  and  which  gate  us  a  free 
communication  with  the  sea,  whereas  our 
operations  were  conducted  on  a  much 
hibre  extensiye  scale  between  Ciudad 
Kodrigo  and  Badajoz,  places  Which,  if  we 
got  possession  of  them  both,  were  not  te* 
nable,  unless  we  had  a  military  force  per- 
fectly capable  of  coping  with  the  French 
forces  in  the  open  field.  Both  these  places 
stood  on  plains :  and  the  French,  it  should 
be  recollected,  were  much  superior  to  us 
in  the  number  of  their  cavalry,  and  ofUn 
bad  brought  a  much  larger  general  force 
into  the  field.  The  war  would  be  much 
less  expensive,  were  the  lines  of  Torres 
Vedras  considered  as  the  true  defence  of 
I'ortugal ;  by  which  means,  instead  of  our 
keeping  60  or  70,000  men  in  Portugal, 
comparatiyely  idle,  or  at  least  not  in  a  state 
of  military  activity,  we  might  detach  just 
toow,  as  we  might  have  done  before,  a  por- 
tion of  our  army  to  Cadiz,  and  raise  the 
blockade  of  that  city.  A  small  portion  of 
our  army  might  also  be  sent  to  Catalonia, 
<rhere  they  might  reverse  all  the  suc- 
cesses of  the  enemy :  and  we  miffht  act 
all  along  the  margin  of  the  Alediter- 
ranean  with  the  best  effect.  There  were 
humerous  small  forts  on  the  coast  which 
we  might  get  possession  of,  and  thereby 
command  all  the  neighbouring  country. 
We  might  have  done  much  on  the  whole 
eastern  side  of  Spain,  at  Valencia  particu- 
larly, and  might  probably  retake  Barce- 
lona. All  this  was  not  only  useful  but 
practicable  at  a  much  smaller  expence  than 
our  present  system.  Thus  we  might  have 
constantly  checked  and  counteracted  the 
objects  of  the  French.  This  suggestion 
'  be  did  not  make  as  his  oWn.  It  bad 
been  the  recommendation  of  dthers,  as 
Well  as  his,  and  seemed  to  be  obvious  to 
any  body.  For  the  principles  on  which  it 
Was  founded,  he  had  the  advantage  of 
great  authority,  which  be  quoted.    He 
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dectaredf  th^t  he  saw  nothing  id  the  waf 
to  occasion  oor  despair,  if  we  conducted  it 
otl  principles  by  which  we  might  be  ena^ 
bled  entirely  to  clear  the  sea  coast,  and 
have,  at  the  same  time,  a  large  proportloa 
of  our  army  now  in  Portugal,  disposable 
at  hema  or  elsewhere,  for  such  objects  as 
we  desired  to  obtain^  The  vote  for  the 
two  millions  might,  if  applicable  to  these 
views,  prove  very  beneficial :  for  no  ser- 
vice could  be  more  important  than  t6 
sweep  the  French,  as  we  might  do,  with 
one  eflPort,  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Cadiz,  and  clear  the  whole  Mediterranean 
coast  fVom  their  intrusion. 

The  resolution  was  then  put  and  carriedl 
nemine  conttadiccnu, 

Plyiiooth  Breakwater.]  Mr.  Yarkt 
rose  to  propose  a  resolution  for  granting 
the  sum  of  80,000/.  on  account  of  the  In- 
tended Breakwater  in  Plymouth  So«nd. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  observed,  thai 
he  sbould  propose  to  vote  the  sum  in  the 
first  instance  for  the  better  protection  of 
his  Majesty's  ships  in  harbour,  trusting 
that  as  the  papers  on  the  subject  had  been 
long  on  the  table,  they  were  fully  known 
to  gentlemen.  The  two  principal  points 
upon  which  he  cTaimed  attention  were,  in 
the  first  place,  to  ascertain  whether  it  was 
expedient  and  necessary  to  do  any  thing 
in  Plymouth  Sound ;  and  secondly,  whe- 
ther the  plan  on  the  table  was  the  most 
beneficial.  As  to  the  first  point,  every 
gentleman  who  had  turned  his  mind  to,  or 
was  acquainted  with  the  naval  service^ 
must  conclude  that  the  western  ports  and 
roadsteads  were  highly  deserving  of  con-* 
sideration.  No  doubt  the  naval  service 
was  the  most  popular,  and  that  House  na- 
turally looked  to  it  with  a  sort  of  affec- 
tionate regard,  which  the  nature  of  the 
service  generally  assured,  though  he  was 
one  of  those  who  was  not  disposed  to  think 
that  service  the  only  one  to  which  the 
country  was  indebted  for  its  protection, 
yet  it  was  the  most  material  part  of  its  de- 
fence. The  greater  part  of  the  world 
placed  dependence  on  the  British  flag  for 
protection;  a  flag  which  had  carried  the 
glory  of  their  country  to  iu  highest  pitch. 
The  House,  however,  woAld  not  be  Justi- 
fied in  entering  blindly  into  a  pfopbsition 
ef  the  nature  he  was  about  to  bring  for- 
ward, without  due  considerati6n  of  its 
principles.  The  ports  and  arsenals  of  the 
navy  were  capable  of  great  improvement, 
and  when  it  was  considered  that  the  skill 
and  courage  of  the  yiavy  were  carried  to 
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the  pitch  of  greatness  be  bad  just  stated,  k 
might  be  desirable^  as  a£[ecling  the  safety 
of  that  navy,  that  the  civil  improyements 
should  be  attended  to,  and  it  might  be 
worthy  of  coi^ideration  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  all  the  ports.  He  would,  however, 
confine  himself  more  particularly  to  the 
Western  ports.  For  many  years  past^ 
Plymouth  Sound  had  been  found  to  be  the 
most  magnificent  arsenal  for  the  rendez- 
Tous  of  ships  of  the  line,  but  the  Hamoaze 
for  the  last  20  years  had  not  been  judged 
so  safe  for  ships  of  the  line  to  anchor  in. 
During  the  summer  months  there  was  some 
little  security,  but  not  for  large  fleets  at 
any  season.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the 
American  war,  in  1778,  the  fleet  under 
admiral  Keppel  anchored  here  se  late  as 
the  middle  of  October.  Subsequent  to 
1790,  not  a  ship  of  the  line  had  been  ena- 
bled f  anchor  there ;  they  were  obliged 
to  ffo  into  Cawsand  Bay,  that  part  of  the 
roadstead  being  a  better  shelter  from  the 
winds.  It  was,  notwithstanding,  a  more 
confined  anchorage,  and  open  to  tempes- 
tnous  seas ;  the  consequence  was,  that  our 
fleets  were  compelled  to  use  Torbay  and 
Falmouth.  If  an  adequate  protection  could 
be  given  to  Plymouth  Sound,  he  should  be 
justified  by  every  naval  man  present  in 
■ayiog,  that  it  would  be  preferable  to 
either  Torbay  or  Falmouth.  Though 
Torbay  was  a  noble  anchorage,  yet  in 
1795,  when  lord  Howe's  fleet  anchored 
there,  they  were  caught  by  an  easterly 
wind,  which  did  some  damage,  and  the 
greater  part  were  in  considerable  danger. 
If  gentlemen  would  look  at  the  chart,  sup- 
posing proper  shelter  was  aflbrded  in  Ply- 
mouth Sound,  they  would  perceive  that 
the  facilities  in  sailing  from  it  with  an 
easterly  wind  would  be  greater  than  from 
any  of  the  western  ports.  Another  ad- 
vantage would  be  the  opportunity  of 
being  prepared  for  the  enemy's  fleet.  It 
was  true,  that  at  present  the  enemy  had 
no  fleet  at  Brest,  but  the  House  would 
not  therefore  suppose  that  at  some  future 
time  that  most  important  port  of  France 
might  not  have  to  boast  of  a  fleet.  At 
present  there  was  bat  one  solitary  ship  of 
the  line  in  the  harbour ;  there  might  be  at 
some  future  time  25  or  30  ships,  as  for- 
merly. If  it  would  be  proper  to  make 
Plymouth  Sound  a  safe  harbour,  why  not 
do  it  now,  in  order  to  be  prepared  in  the 
event  of  the  enemy  having  a  fleet  at  Brest  ? 
Another  great  object  was,  to  save  as  much 
as  possible,  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  ships. 
With  these  views  it  would  be  desirable  to 
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make  it  a  place  of  safety  for  the  western 

fleet.    The  question  was  now,  whether  the 
mode  suggested  for  improving  the  bar  boar 
was  the  best?  The  committee  would   be 
aware  that  the  idea  was  not  modern.      A 
variety  of  plans  had  been  suggested.     In 
1806,  lord  Howick  had  directed  the  plan 
of  Mr.  Kennie  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion, and  persons  were  appointed  to  survey 
the  Sound,  and  report  upon  the  practica- 
bility of  carrying  the  plan  into  execution. 
The  result  of  the  investigation  was,  the 
proposal  of  a  Breakwater,  leaving  open  a 
passage  to  the  East  and  West,  to  cover 
not  more  than  three  nautical  miles  ;  the 
extent  of  the  Breakwater  to  be  something 
mora  than  one  mile;    the  depth  of  the 
water  would  not  be  great,  not  more  than 
between  28  and  30  feet,  sufficient  however 
for  receiving  any  ship  of  the  line.     The 
opinion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  the  present  Master 
Attendant  of  Plymouth  Yard,  was,  that 
the  water  would  be  of  depth  suflicient  for 
ihirty-six  ships  of  the  line ;  but  supposing 
that  not  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  were 
safe  moored  under  this  proposed  shelter, 
it  would  be  a  great  gain  to  the  country. 
The  estimated  expence  of  the  whole  gf 
the  works'  would   be    about    ],500,(X)0l 
That  sum  would   be  soon  repaid  in  the 
saving  which  would  arise  in  the  fitting  oat 
of  ships.     With  respect  to  the  plan,  it  was 
proposed  to  form  the  Breakwater  upon 
shoals  now  very  dangerous,  as  the  Shovel 
and  Carlos  Rocks,  which  do  harm  to  the 
Sound.     In  proceeding  on  the  works  there 
would  be  no  speculation,  for  it  was  well 
known  what  had  been  done  at  Cherbourg, 
similar,  in  many  respects,  to  the  present 
plan.     It  was  first  proposed  by  M.  Vaubaa 
afler  the  battle  of  La  Hogue,  but  was  not 
carried  into  eflect  till  the  year  1785.     The 
situation  of  Cherbourg  was  difierent  from 
Plymouth  Sound,  for  it  was  exposed  to  the 
most  tempestuous  weather,  with  great  ra- 
pidity of  tides.     It  was  proposed  to  sink  a 
few  cones,  but  that  not  succeeding,  they 
had   recourse  to  stones,  and   the   worlu 
were  completed  in  that  manner.     It  was 
carried    in  exttht  two  miles  and    three 
quarters  in  between  nine  and  ten  fathoms 
water,  and  now  afforded  complete  shelter 
for  the  enemy's  ships  of  the  line,  in  all 
weathers.    If,  therefore,  th^  works  were 
completed  at  Cherbourg,  why  might  they 
not  be  completed  at   Plymouth   Sound, 
where  the  facilities  were  greater,  the  pro- 
posed road  not    being    more   than    one 
mile,  whereas  the  French  road  was  two 
miles  and  three  quarters;   the  sboaU  at 
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Plymouth  not  being  more  than  from  H  to 
13  feety  and  between  5  and  0  fathoms 
water.  The  probability  of  the-sncceM  of 
the  onderukin^  being  so  greats  and  the 
adyantages  likely  to  result  so  beneficial  to 
^e  country,  he  tmifed  there  could  be 
no  ol^eetioii  to'  the  propothion.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  ^en  moved,  **  That 
m  snm  not  exceeding  80,000^  be  granted 
for  the  purchase  of  quarries,  and  to  carry 
on  the  works  in  Plymouth  Sound,  in  order 
to  form  a  Breakwater/* 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Local  MaiTU  Bill.]  On  the  third 
reading  of  this  Bill, 

Sir  F.  BordeU  wished  to  propose  a  clause 
to  prevent  the  infliction  of  the  punishment 
4yf  flogging  in  the  Local  Militia* 

^  The  &feaker  apprehended  it  was  too  late 
to  introduce  a  daas^,  but  the  hon.  baronet 
fkm\A  move  an  amendment  to  any  clause 
he  might  object  to,  and  doins  so,  he  would 
taive  an  opportunity  of  making  any  re- 
marks he  might  msa  to  ofier. 

Sir  F.  Bwdm,  in  consequence  of  this 
suggestion,  arose  to  ofir  an  amendment. 
He  preAced-  his  motion  with  a  few  re* 
marks  on  the  impropriety  of  resorting  to 
the  pnnishnient  or  flogging.  Advertins;  to 
the  case  of  Mr.  Taylor,  to  which  he  had 
aUnded  last  year,  he  maintained  that  what 
he  then  stated  was  correct,  and  that  sub- 
sequent information  had  satisfied  him  that 
Mr.  Taylor  was  a  man  of  excellent  cha- 
racter, of  good  education,  and  consider- 
able talents.  Education  had  been  recent- 
ly '  spoken  of  as  likely  to  tend  to  the  abo- 
tishmg  of  flogginsp,  but  here  was  an  in- 
stance from  wnich  a  dtfierent  inference 
might  be  drawn,  u  Mr.  Taylor's  educa- 
tion had  led  him  to  write  that  song  for 
which  he  was  punished.  He  then  noticed 
ilrhat  had  taken  place  at  the  isle  of  Ely, 
where,on  accountof  a  squabble  between  the 
officers  and  men  about  the  marching  gni- 
nea*  to  which  the  latter  thought  thev  were 
entitled,  their  conduct  had  been  said  to  be 
mntinbns,  and  a  number  of  these  ]roung 
men  who  had  but  just  put  off  their  smock 
firocks,  had  been  sentenced  to  receive  $00 
lashes.  He  would  ask,  if  snch  ponish* 
ment  wu  not  out  of  all  character?  and 
sinoe  there  were  persons  who  seemed  to 
resort  to  it  with  stich  alacrity,  it  seemed 
to  him  highly  expedient  to  prevent  its 
being  inflicted.  This  was  the  more  ne- 
cessary as  the  country  were  likely  to  be 
called  oat,  and  it  was  too  much  that  the 
ptinishment  of  flogging  should  be  inflicted 
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on  our  ontire  population.  He  conclude!, 
by  moving,  that  to  that  part  of  the  act  ex* 
tending  in  case  of  invasion,  the  provisiona 
of  the  Articles  of  War  to  the  Local  Militii» 
the  following  words  be  added :  «*  Except 
so  far  as  shall  extend  to  intlicting  the  pu-, 
nishment  of  flogging,  which  shall  in  no 
case  be  inflicted  on  any  officer,  private,  ot 
drummer,  serving  in  the  Locil  Inilitia.'' 

Mr.  Gcidboume  opposed  the  motion. 
The  hon.  baronet,  by  the  amendment  he 
had  moved,  would  exempt  the  Local  Mi- 
litia from  the  regular  discipline  of  the 
army,  at  a  time  when  they  were  called 
upon  to  act  as  a  regular  Vkvmy,  while  he 
left  them  exposed  to  the  punishment  of 
flof^ging,  during  their  beinsr  raised  and 
trained.  The  cases  to  which  he  had  ad« 
verted,  of  Mr.  Taylor  and  the  men  at  thf 
isle  of  Ely,  were  cases  in  which  puni^* 
ment  was  imperiously  called  for,  and  in 
which  it  bad  been  inflicted  with  justice 
and  moderation,  as  he  befieved  would  be 
admitted  by  the  parties  themselv^;  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  justice  of  his  sen* 
tence  could  be  produced  in  the  hand-writ* 
ing  of  Mr.  Taylor. 

Colonel  Wood  said  it  was  believed  in 
this  country  that  corporal  punishment  was 
not  inflicted  in  the  French  service.  He^ 
however,  had  to  state,  that  one  df  ^heir 
books  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  ^vi- 
sion of  our  army,  at  the  battle  of  Fuentes 
d'Honore,  whicn  contained  the  proceed- 
ings of  their  court  martials,  from  itrhich  it 
appeared,  that  witbin  a  Very  fl^hort  time, 
320  men,  chiefly  deserters,*nad  been  sen- 
tenced to  death,  ^ot  oilly  in  snch  cases 
was  the  offender  put  to  death,  but  his  pa« 
rents  nvight  be  imprisoned  for  six  months, 
and  those  who  had  harboured  him  were 
fined  1,500  francs.  The  book  was  after- 
wards iost;  but  he  was  authorised  by  an 
officer  to  state  what  he  had  advanced,  and 
if  it  were  necessary,  he  was  at  liberty  to 
mention  the  name  of  his  author;  and  at 
the  same  time  to  say  that  if  another  book 
of  that  description  fell  into  our  hands,  care 
would  be  taken  of  it,  that  gentlemen  might 
see  it  and  make  their  own  comments. 

Mr.  W.  Smiik  was  of  opinion  that  the 
argument  to  be  deduced  from  the  circum* 
stance  last  mentioned  cut  quite  the  other 
way,  M  it  shewed  that  even  a  capital  pn* 
nishment  wu  more  tolerable  to  the  French 
army,  than  that  of  flogging. 

Mr.  QitUfy  objected  to  a  relaxation  of 
discipline,  thouffh  he  thought  severity  of 
punishment  in  the  Local  Militia  would  be 
best  avoided. 
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for  l»$iv^  tff  l^riog,  ii^  a  Bill  fpr  decla|rii)g 
t^e  leato  of  f^efiberfb  wbo  .^Qpl^  become 
t^ankruptf  TacaDt  %ner  a  Houk^  time.  He 
did  oot  ibink  it  /aece^^ary  to  pref|u:e  his 
motipn  yifhk  »9y  loog  fpeec^  It  ^^^ 
qui0  rigibi,  he  tboogbt^  th^  a  h^gg^i 
sbouM  DQlt  ji^fs  a  o^enu^efr  of  tha^  House, 
lis  aigDi^jr  ^4  ipd^jieod^fice  required 
th^  1(0^  Q^asure  of  U|e  n'aque  of  the 
present  moUon  f^oula  be  adopied.  His 
Bill  only  went  to  assimil^e  tpe  (aw  of 
England  to  that  now  existii^^  in  Irele^iL 
If  an  Irish  member  became  bankrupt*  bs 
seat  became  ffu:ay t  ip  fix  pipntJvi  i^ner  Us 
bankruptcy*  unlem  be  pro^Q<;ed  a  certifr 
cate  from  the  commission^rif  He  oid  |iot 
know  why  English  nen^lj^  ^onl4  fuvf 
privileges  to  ^^fii^  the  Iria^  were  not  fn- 
tjtJed.  * 

Mr.  BarVfg  W^  of  opiniop  that  th^  pee- 
ferable  fl|pd^  of  procej^ding  wpukl  be  fh^ 
the  House*  in  the  ^r^t  inpiUnce,  H>  fO  ^'^ 
a  conV'nitte^  io  /enquire  into  the  prif^r 
leges  of  memberf,  j^c;  tbong)it  th%(  ad^n^ 
ing  this  mea«WP^  ft^  opce  m^li  ^fe  tp  mp, 
in  the  public  win^fJIU  ♦  SKf^  ■♦IgW  ^ 
bankrupts,  vfhifh*  m  t(ie  prea^  f^le  ff 
the  coui^try>  ^fi  SftHW  P*  W"4.  iiW  i^to- 
gether  prqper. 

Mr.  <?.  IP.  |?>iw  a|ipi^¥^  pf  the  jpF«» 
posed  fp^snre^  t^Q^vigh  the  p^ncvd  pi  m^ 
montjis  ffumf  n<tt  |pc  f^cient  in  nquif 
cfises  «)  fw^bjies^caic?^  iM^  ^  U  fif^iii^ 
as  to  the  ^aie  o^  t^e  |>ai^r9pt>  alfu^ 
Up  was,  ^offrerei^*  f  friend  ^  tbf^  W^I^^W* 
and  thcji^ht  t|iat  th^  p^^hKcity  ^t^^i^ 
op  bankruptcy  ww  o«^  «^W»g  ^^WW^m 
the  Hpuse  i^opting  tf*^ 

sure* 

The  q^estion  em  thaq  ppt,  npi^  ||e%is 
giren^t^VWY^u^^i^l^ 


Mr.  ^/^Afvai  support^  the  amend- 
ihi^^t,  9nd  contended  tbat  the  abolition  f^f 
ifoji^iDg  would  tend  pot  tQ  felaj^^.bot  to 
iipproTe  the  di^cinline  of  tbe  arn^y.  Afi 
to  tbe  l^ovQk  which  they  had  been  toli^  was 
foQod*  and  afterwards  lost*  and  which  ws^ 
tp  be  taken  sucb  c%re  of  if  founc^,  &g^Pf 
apfl  for  which  be  sppppsed  the  ngl)t  hon. 
toe  Chancellor  of  tVe  Exchequer  yfQ}fH 
advertise*  offering  large  sums  for  itis  pro- 
dpction,  as  be  had  done  for  anotl^er  cele- 
brated book  (tbe  Delicate  Investigation) 
on  a  former  occasion*  it  seeined  after  all 
to  make  against  his  )^rgum«nt*  as  it  turned 
<^pt  that  tb^re  was  no  proof  of  corporal 
punishment  being  inpicted  in  th^  Frenpli 
service*  to  pro?e  which  it  vf^9  brought  fuJ^ 
wardi  .  ^ 

Mn  Herberts  of  Kerry*  ^id  a  (^w  words 
in  support  pf  the  original  clause. 

Lord  PalmpTMioa  was  of  opinion*  that  if 
cprporal  punishment  was  consider^  ne- 
cessary in  any  part  or  the  army#  it  was 
equally  so  in  the  Local  Militia. 
^  Admiral  Harvey  s^id*  that  to  his  kpow- 
ledge*  t))e  F'rencb  prisoners  at  Gibraltar 
had  borrowed  our  cats  to  flpg  their  pwP 
people. 

Mr.  JB.  Tkomicn  professed  hhpself  tp 
be  adverse  to  the  mflipiion  qf  corporal 
pjimisbment  in  the  Local  Militia. 

Mr.  C.  W,  Wynn  wished  that  some  f  ^mKi  \ 
had  been  introduced  whicli  Woul4  <tireft 
a  reference  to  the  i^ecretary  or  Stated  prf^- 
▼ions  to  tbe  infliction  of  cprpofpal  punish- 
ment He  did  not  Ifnoyyr*  B^  the  lanie 
time,  bow  to  Vote  with  tbe  hop.  par^^et* 
as  he  conceired  a  case  mig^fit  aris^  ^>  mi^t^e 
cprporal  punishment  necessary. 

The  Amendment  was  negatived  withput 
a  division*  and  the  Bill  passed. 

Bitf  a£a?9ciroi9  M|^|ii^  yfko  m- 
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